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DYING GRACE AND THE DEATH OF A BELIEVER IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

This tract was compiled at the request of a dying brother in Christ to encourage others.

FEAR OF DEATH

With the exception of those who will not see death but be transferred to heaven at the Rapture of the Church [1 Thessalonians 4:13-18] it is inevitable that we will all face physical death. We see friends and relatives die. In general nothing produces greater fear in the human race than the thought of physical death.

Talking of the fear of physical death the writer to the Hebrews in chapter 2:14-15 alluded to the death of Christ and the believer :2:14 “Forasmuch then as the children [Believers] are partakers of flesh and blood, he [Jesus Christ ] also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15  And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage”.
THE DEATH OF A BELIEVER

God however has never designed dying to be frightening or horrible for the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. His plan calls for the death of a believer to be a sweet transfer from the realm of the enemy into his eternal home in the heavens.

The believer we are told in 2 Corinthians 5:20 is an ambassador for Christ “ Now then we are ambassadors for Christ”  

We are in a foreign country as this is the devil’s world representing heaven and when our work as an ambassador is done our king calls us home in honour. This is what the death of a believer means. We should see this as a promotion.

MATURITY OF A BELIEVER AS A FACTOR IN ANTICIPATING DEATH

The anticipation of physical death by a believer however is dependant on the maturity of the believer. 

We are told in 2 Peter 3:18 which is the last verse of the last testament of the Apostle Peter “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.
Physical death is but one of the seven deaths mentioned in the Bible. Death by definition is a separation of one thing from another. In the case of the believer it is the separation of the body from the human soul and spirit. The body disintegrates while the soul and spirit live forever.

In 2 Corinthians 5:8 Paul instructs the believer to be confident and teaches that at the point of death the believer will be absent from the body and literally face to face with the Lord – “We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the  body, and to be present with the Lord.”
THE FUTURE FOR THE UNBELIEVER

In contrast unbelievers who have a body and soul but have not been born from above are absent from the body and cast into Torments to face at the end of time the Last Judgment. The situation after death is given in Luke 16:22-24  “And it came to pass, that the beggar died [ the beggar is Lazarus and is a believer] , and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom [ the place of great comfort for the believers after death prior to the resurrection of Christ]: the rich man [an unbeliever] also died, and was buried;  23  And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.  24  And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue;  for I am tormented in this flame.
The unbeliever at the end of time is brought before the Great White Throne with the Lord Jesus Christ as judge and is judicially sentenced to the Lake of Fire – Revelation 20:11-15

TIMING OF A BELIEVERS DEATH

The timing and means of a believer’s death is the prerogative of God. 

As an Ambassador we are appointed at the time of our conversion and withdrawn when our King knows that our work as an ambassador is finished. God is all knowing and he is totally right and just to measure the time of service on this earth.

Psalm 68:20 says “He that is our God is the God of salvation; and unto GOD the Lord belong the issues from death.”
We therefore have no right to suggest that a believer’s death was a tragedy, other than when a person superimposes his will over God’s will in committing suicide, as God’s timing is perfect. Even so God knew that the believer would do this.

Whether to glorify Himself in a special way of to fulfil a special purpose God often takes mature Christians at the peak of his spiritual life. It is wholly God’s prerogative.

Each day is a day of grace to serve God but one day our work in the plan of God will end and we will be recalled. The Christian never retires.

ADVANTAGES FOR ALL BELIEVERS

There are a number of advantages to all believers after death be they mature or not. 

1. There is no judgment to those in Christ Jesus – all believers are in Christ Jesus

Romans 8:1 –“ There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus”

2. Face to face with the Lord – 

2 Corinthians 5:8 - “We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the  body, and to be present with the Lord.”
3. No more pain, sorrow or death – 

Revelation 21:4 “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more  pain: for the former things are passed away.”
4. An eternal inheritance – 

1 Peter 1:4-5 “To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 5  Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”
5. A new home  - 

John 14:1-3  “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2  In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and  receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”

6.The perpetuation of eternal life – 

1 John 5:11,12  “And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12  He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life”.

7. A resurrection body exactly like that of the Lord Jesus Christ but without the wounds – 

1 Corinthians 15:51-57  “  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must

 put on immortality. 54  So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57  But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

8. Removal of the old sin nature – 

Philippians 3:20,21 “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 21  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.”
9. Removal of human good at the Judgment Seat of Christ 

1 Corinthians 3:11-15  “ For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12  Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 13  Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's  work of what sort it is. 14  If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 15  If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire”.
REWARDS AND CROWNS

These are eternal items which you receive on the basis of your attitude and maturity in your Christian life on earth. It also involves dying grace. As we have seen above there are a number of advantages that all believers receive due to the gracious attitude of the Lord and are standard provisions to live a life eternally with God.

As can be seen in point 9 above while it is possible that all your works as a believer can be burnt, on the basis they were done under your own power rather than under the power of the Holy Spirit, and you suffer loss of rewards, the believer who has not matured is still safe and secure. 

If however a Christian has matured permanent rewards [described as gold silver and precious stones as per 1 Corinthians 3:12] and crowns are awarded to the believer at the Judgment Seat or Bema of Christ.  

It should be noted that the Judgment Seat of Christ is not for condemnation for there is no condemnation to them in Christ Jesus [Romans 8:1] but for evaluation of the believer’s life on earth for the purpose of rewards.

CROWNS

There are five crowns mentioned in the Bible as rewards 

The incorruptible crown - for faithfulness in exercising self control. 

1 Corinthians 9:24-25 “ Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 25  And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.

The crown of glory - for faithfulness in suffering. 

1 Peter 5:4 “And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away”.
The crown of life - for faithfulness under trial. 

James 1:12  “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.”
The crown of righteousness - for faithful testimony. 

2 Timothy 4:8  “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing”.
The crown of rejoicing - for faithful service. 

Philippians 4:1  “Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.”
DYING GRACE

We are all here upon the earth as in a “strange country”; we are strangers and pilgrims upon the earth, and are not meant to be too comfortable here. 

Hebrews 11:13 “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.”
Death is the strangest thing we confront on this earth; the weirdness of being her one minute, alive, alert and warm, then a second later, dead, cooling and inert. 

Death is meant to appear strange to us, for it is the evidence before us that we are not permanent inhabitants here, but simply playing out a part as we pass through. 

This earth is therefore not a place we are meant to get too attached to. 

We know that the death of believers is a precious thing to the God who has given his life to save us from the judgment of sin and death. 

Psalm 116:15, “Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 

We all must die, but that is not the end. 

The mature believer facing death see through it, to the other side where they meet with the Lord face to face. 

1 Corinthians 13:12 “For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.”
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 “ Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: 7  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 8  We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. 9  Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. 10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”
Dying grace is provided to all believers who are looking to their Lord as they die, for his perfect provision for each of us from eternity past has everything we need provided in advance of our life, let alone our death itself. 

It is during this life, understanding as a believer the Plan of God that we prepare ourselves for the ultimate journey, the journey from this life to being present with our Lord.

There are no surprises to God, and all things we face have provision for them for us to claim by faith. 

1 Corinthians 10:13 “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”
OUR ATTITUDE TO DEATH

Do we believe our Lord or are we racked with fear about death.

A good example of mature believers facing imminent death was that of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who when faced with Nebuchadnezzar’s fiery furnace had this to say to the Emperor in Daniel 3:17, 18  “If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.  18  But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.
Another citation of confidence is given in Psalm 23:4-6 “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 5  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  6  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
The great benediction from Jude 24-25 also expresses great confidence in the Lord. “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 25  To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.”

ATTITUDE OF THOSE LEFT BEHIND

Obviously losing a loved one is a very sad and traumatic event. 

However if we know the person is a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ we can know where the loved on is and praise the Lord as Job did in Job 1:21b  “The LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.
We can also know that we will spend eternity with our loved one and be confident as we say goodbye that the parting is but a short period of time.

“For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”. Romans 8:38-39
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