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This is addressed to those who have been recently shocked by the sudden disappearance of a number of people from society. It may also be that all the children have disappeared. Families are distraught. There is tremendous trauma 

WHERE HAVE ALL THOSE PEOPLE GONE?

The answer to this question is not related to aliens it is related to a promise given about 2000 years ago. It was a promise given by a person to a group of his friends not long before his death.

The promise was given by the Lord Jesus Christ and recorded in the Bible in the Gospel of John chapter 14 verses1-3. Here he told his friends not to be afraid. He said that he was going to prepare a place for his followers and that one day he would return to take them to where he was.

If you have been left behind the promise has been fulfilled and the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ are now in heaven with their master. [See 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18] because you will see that all of the adults who have disappeared are Christians, believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.

SIGNS OF THE COMING OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

As we entered the year 2003 which in Jewish years represents the 2000th anniversary of this statement we were able to see numerous factors pointing to the imminent fulfilment of this promise. These include a world in turmoil, the formation of a worldwide confederation against terrorism under the remaining world power, the United States of America, a monetary system under strain, the possible cloning of human beings, surveillance systems and computerisation 

THE SEQUENCE OF FUTURE HISTORY

Because God is all knowing and knows the future He has given an outline to us as to what the future holds for humanity. The Bible which is inspired by God is the only reliable source of knowing the future. It indicates clearly a sequence of events that will eventually lead to the destruction of the universe. Don’t worry that will not occur for about 1000 years.

The sequence has now commenced with the removal of all true believers. This is known as the Rapture. 

Stage two is the world dictatorship. This dictator will rule the earth for about seven years. 

The third stage starts with the end of the world wide rule of the world dictator which will occur when the Lord Jesus Christ returns from heaven to set up his kingdom on earth. The kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ will last for a thousand years and is known as the Millennium. 

Finally, after the one thousand years we are told that the universe will be destroyed by fire and a new heaven and a new earth will be created. [Revelation 21:1]

THE WORLD DICTATORSHIP 

We will now look at the period you find yourself in which is stage two of the countdown to eternity. 

The removal of the believers has caused we expect major changes in the balance of power. If it has occurred close to this time various nations will have been affected in different ways. The United States which is currently the only superpower is likely to have changed radically overnight. 

Other nations will lose numbers of their population. There will be confusion and conflict. Into this arena will step a very personable but evil genius who says he has a plan for the world. He is known in the Bible as the Antichrist

From a study of 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 it was clear that the identity of the World Dictator would not be revealed until after the removal of the true believers to heaven so we cannot identify him. He however will be of Western European origin and will be in close association with a huge multi faith religious movement based in Rome.

As the Antichrist will not be revealed until after the Rapture there is likely to be a time between their departure and the signing of a seven year treaty with Israel which commences the countdown to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ..

With the change in the balance of power the predicted invasion of Israel by a Russian led group may occur in this time period.

The Antichrist will emerge from a one world federal government comprising ten regions. He will be known by the number 666. [Daniel 7:23-24, Revelation 13:16-18]. Three of the regions will revolt against the world dictator and their leaders will be deposed by him in such a manner that the remaining seven regions will submit to him.

THE IMPORTANCE OF ISRAEL DURING THE TIME OF THE ANTICHRIST

The world dictator will sign a pact with the leader of the nation Israel for a period of seven years. This period is called the time of tribulation because even though his rule will start peacefully war will soon occur. The war will be followed by famine and much death.

Part of the treaty will allow for the religious Jews to recommence animal sacrifices which requires a Temple to be built in Jerusalem. It was noted in the 1980’s that the Levitical priests had been trained ready for such an event but to date no Temple has been erected on Temple mount.

The dictator will eventually demand that he is God by demanding that the world population swear allegiance to him. He sets up an image in the Temple in Jerusalem and the Dictator of Israel enforces this worship.

The Antichrist will pursue the enemies of the World Government, those who have trusted in Christ, with great vigour slaughtering as many as he can. Martyrdom will be commonplace in this time.

Rather than being a generally unbelieving nation there will be a huge revival amongst the Jews at the start of this period. The two phase restoration of Israel has been seen in the prophecy of the valley of dry bones in Ezekiel 37 where the first restoration is physical as shown by flesh but no breath and the second spiritual shown by the giving of breath to the great army of people. 

We have seen Israel in stage 1 of this sequence since May 1948. You will see them in stage 2, they will be very different. In your time there will be two groups of Jews who will give out the good news. 

One group comprises just two people who broadcast God’s message from Jerusalem. They are divinely protected for the first half of the seven year period. Eventually however the Antichrist is allowed to kill them and their bodies lie in Jerusalem for three and a half days. 

Everybody will see this by means of television and will be very happy because their message had troubled them greatly. At the end of the period they will come back to life and ascend into heaven much to the amazement of those watching these events. Remember it was not until the first Gulf War in 1991 that we were able to see into Jerusalem in real time from anywhere in the world.

The other group will be 144,000 Jewish men who will become messengers for God in every nation on earth. These will also be protected by God and survive this terrible time. Their ministry will have many followers most of whom will be hunted down and killed by the authorities.

FINANCE AND THE ANTICHRIST

The world is now compatible from a technology viewpoint for a One World Government controlling mankind using a monetary system based on markings on a person’s body as outlined in Revelation 13:16-18 to come into being. Since the rise of the first plastic credit card in the 1980’s the proportion of the use of cards for electronic fund transfer rather than cash has accelerated enormously here in Australia. Funds can be withdrawn from your bank almost anywhere in the world

In addition the need for the citizen to produce ID for the opening of bank accounts, posting parcels and access to driver’s licences have proliferated. This, due to the terrorist crisis from 2001, would now also include voice recognition, retina scanning, video scans, smart cards and fingerprinting for identification purposes. This would lead naturally to marking both for identification and financial transactions which will occur during your period.

We saw the rise in global financing. It is expected that part of the plan for the time of great upheaval will be a new monetary system. In 2003 the financial system based on the United States dollar was seen to be breaking down with the appreciation of the Euro. 

Many considered that the Iraq war which started in March that year had probably as much to do with the preservation of United States dollar as the only world reserve currency as it did to regime change or the elimination of weapons of mass destruction in that country. 

The downgrading of the United States due to the population reduction at the Rapture will probably have caused a terminal effect on the old currencies requiring a new world currency to be initiated.

CATASTROPHES GALORE
This period of the rule of the Antichrist will be marked by many catastrophes as outlined in the book of the Revelation. These include earthquakes, pollution, problems with the sun, world wars, tremendous fires and the like. In addition there will be supernatural attacks causing huge distress and death.

The Bible tells us that the period you find yourself in will be the worst time ever in the history of the world. Death will stalk the land. Disasters will be on an enormous scale. It will be so bad that unless God intervened everybody would perish. 

However when the nations of the world meet at Armageddon some 70 km north west of Jerusalem to battle the Lord Jesus Christ will return and overthrow the rule of the Antichrist and he will be thrown into the Lake of Fire together with the Dictator of Israel.

THE RETURN OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

The day of the return of Christ will be unnaturally dark, similar to the darkness at the time of the death of Christ on the Cross in 32 AD. 

Everybody will see the return of Christ in glory. He will arrive on the earth at the Mount of Olives.

Those who have trusted in him during this period will rejoice. 

Those who have followed the Antichrist will try and commit suicide, they will hide in caves and ask the mountains to fall on them.

But it is useless because even should they succeed their soul lives forever.

After His return the Lord Jesus Christ over a period of 75 days will judge those who are left alive. 

Those who have trusted in Him will join Him and the believers from heaven in His 1000 year reign on the earth. Those who have not accepted Him are cast off and placed in torments until the Day of the Great White Throne Judgment at the end of the 1000 year reign Matthew 25:31-46

CONCLUSION

Where are you going to spend eternity? You find yourself in the most difficult and dangerous time in history. What are you going to do? 

One thing you must not do is swear allegiance to the One World Government in order to be marked as a person who is allowed to trade using the cashless currency. The Bible makes it clear that if you do you will spend eternity separated from God in the Lake of Fire [Revelation 14:9-11]

Perhaps you have tried in the past to satisfy God by doing good works, or you have ignored God. 

The disappearance of so many people has shocked you. Where have they gone? You now know where they have gone. Now a critical decision from you is needed urgently.

Let us look at the problem and the solution. As always the solution lies in the Lord Jesus Christ.

THE PROBLEM FOR MAN

From the Bible it is clear that God is perfect. It is also clear that man is imperfect. Even the most noble of mankind is fatally flawed. Therefore God and man can have no relationship together as nothing flawed mankind can do can satisfy the Holiness of God. 

The Bible tells us that even our best deeds are dirty rags in His sight. We cannot please God with our works. Man is helpless.

GOD’S SOLUTION – SALVATION BY FAITH

What hope is therefore for flawed mankind? Man cannot do the work so God provided a solution to man’s problem. 

He provided His perfect only Son the Lord Jesus Christ to come to this earth and pay the penalty for all our shortcomings or sins. He died on the Cross in Jerusalem and rose physically from the dead having conquered the ultimate enemy, death. He ascended into heaven and now sits at the right hand of God, the hand of honour, waiting for the time of His return for His Church and ultimately the establishment of His Kingdom on earth.

What is the Lord Jesus Christ to you? He is either your Saviour of your Judge. Which will it be?. The decision is yours. Are you going to do it your way or God’s way?. This is the most important decision that you will ever make.

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved.  - Acts 16:31

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish but have everlasting life  - John 3:16
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