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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States jurists saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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INTRODUCTION
Throughout the Scriptures there are numerous times when types are seen particularly in the area of representations of the Lord Jesus Christ such as in the Tabernacle and in the lives of prominent people in the Bible
This booklet draws together a number of these occurrences to reinforce the divine authorship of the Bible as well as the accuracy of the Word so that the seeker of the Truth is encouraged that the overall structure of the Word of God is formed in a unique way in literature.

We are told in 2 Peter 3:18 “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
THE JEWISH MONTHS AND YEAR
The Jews like other nations who adopted a lunar year of 360 days adjusted the defect with an intercalary month called Ve-Adar as required. Nisan was the first month which was the month in which the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ occurred
Sir Isaac Newton stated” All nations before the just length of the solar year was known, reckoned months by the course of the moon, and years by the return of winter and summer, spring and autumn; and in making calendars for their festivals , they reckoned thirty days to a lunar month, and twelve lunar months to the year, taking the nearest round numbers whence came the division of the ecliptic into 360 degrees” 
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ANNIVERSARIES

Certain related events have taken place on the same day of the year as seen below and by implication certain other events will be fulfilled on anniversaries as they are based on the Bible. 
In the Jewish calendar seven feasts were ordained by God for the Jews to follow and to be a sign to all believers.

In order the Jewish feasts designated by God were:- a) Passover, b) Unleavened Bread, c) First Fruits, d) Pentecost, 
e) Trumpets, f) Atonement and g) Tabernacles

10th NISAN - COMING INTO THE HOME
On the 10th Nisan, which occurs in the springtime in the northern hemisphere, events hundreds of years apart occurred with the same concept. The concept was highlighted at four specific times. These were [a] the preparation for the Passover, [b] the Crossing of the Jordan under Joshua as they entered the Promised Land [c] the vision for Ezekiel in captivity of a future Temple his homeland and [d] the Lord Jesus Christ entering His city as King of the Jews on Palm Sunday.
ANNUALLY BRINGING IN THE SACRIFICIAL LAMB INTO THE HOME

Exodus 12:3-6 “ Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house:4 And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: 6 And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.

On the tenth of Nisan a perfect lamb was brought into the home of the believing children of Israel and examined for four days until the lamb was killed on the 14th of Nisan. This happened annually for around 1500 years.
THE CROSSING OF THE RIVER JORDAN TO ENTER INTO THEIR HOME COUNTRY

Joshua 4:19 “And the people came up out of Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and encamped in Gilgal, in the east border of Jericho.
Here we see the children of Israel miraculously crossing the Jordan after four decades travelling in the wilderness and entering into their home country of Canaan on the 10th Nisan.
THE GIVING OF THE VISION OF THE NEW MILLENNIAL HOME TEMPLE 

Ezekiel 40:1,2 “In the five and twentieth year of our captivity, in the beginning of the year, in the tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year after that the city was smitten, in the selfsame day the hand of the LORD was upon me, and brought me thither.2 In the visions of God brought he me into the land of Israel, and set me upon a very high mountain, by which was as the frame of a city on the south.

Here Ezekiel in the 25th year of his captivity received a detailed vision of restoration of a Jewish temple indicating that the Temple would be rebuilt and encouraging the captives in Babylon that the Lord would eventually bring them home to Jerusalem.

THE ACCLAIMED ENTRY OF THE KING OF THE JEWS INTO HIS HOME CITY

Matthew 21:8,9 “And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way. 9 And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.

We know that Jesus died on the 14th Nisan and the entry of the Lord Jesus Christ into Jerusalem, his home as the King of the Jews occurred 4 days before on the 10th Nisan. He was examined for four days before being killed as the Lamb of God. It was the only time he was greeted as the Messiah and King of the Jews by the children of Israel
This 10th of Nisan in the year of our Lord’s death was calculated on an in depth evaluation of the prophecy of Daniel 9:24-27 as the 6th April 32AD by Sir Robert Anderson in his book “The Coming Prince”  [For full details of the prophecy see EBCWA Bible Topic Book]
From the edict of Artaxerxes Longimanus in 445 BC to the arrival of Jesus Christ on a donkey entering Jerusalem it was precisely the 173,380 days predicted by Daniel. We should not be surprised that the Lord arrived right on time to the day! It should however be a source of great encouragement as to the truth and accuracy of the Word of God
CONCLUSION

Here therefore we see a number of different events occurring on the same anniversary date but with the common theme of association with a home. Between the 10th Nisan and the 14th Nisan the lamb to be sacrificed was examined to assure the people that it was perfect. During the period between the entry into Jerusalem and His death the Lord Jesus Christ was observed and shown to be perfect over the same four day period. 
[image: image3.jpg]r BIBLICAL HOLIDAYS
|
SPRING HOLIDAYS FALL HOLIDAYS

= &

Jesus’ death Resurrection Holy Spirit

Unleavened
Bread

Burial

Historically fulfilled during The Church To be fulfilled during the
Jesus'first coming second coming of Jesus





THE FEASTS OF ISRAEL FROM LEVITICUS 23

In the following evaluation we see the anniversaries related to God dealing with man in relation to the designated feasts of Israel. The first four feasts, the Spring Feasts have been fulfilled literally by type and to the feast day date in 32 AD at the Lord’s 1st  Advent while the last three are waiting to be fulfilled in the era of His 2nd Second Coming.

14TH NISAN – PASSOVER – LEVITICUS 23:4-5
Historically

a) This feast originated on the night when the angel of the Lord passed over the land of Egypt immediately prior to the children of Israel leaving their bondage under Moses.

b) A male lamb without blemish was killed on the 14th Nisan having been brought into the house 4 days before. Great care was taken that not a bone in its body was broken, a prophecy fulfilled by our Lord at the crucifixion. (Exodus 12:1-6)

c) The lamb was roasted, eaten with bitter herbs and any portion left was burnt. (Exodus 12:7-10)

d) In the original Passover the blood of the Lamb was daubed on the doorposts and lintels. Any such house protected by the blood of the lamb was spared from the last plague against Egypt. (Exodus 12:21-28).
A LAMB WITHOUT BLEMISH WAS KILLED AND THE BLOOD PUT ON THE DOOR POST AND LINTEL 

Exodus 12:5,6 “Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: 6 And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.”
Leviticus 23:5 “In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD's passover”.

The original Passover was celebrated by the Children of Israel in Egypt three days before the crossing of the Red Sea. It should be noted that the blood was placed on the door posts and lintel only on the first Passover. The shape of the structure represented the cross on which the Lord Jesus Christ would die. 
THE PASSOVER MARKED THE ENTRY AND EXIT DAYS OF EXACTLY 430 YEARS FOR ISRAEL IN EGYPT

The Passover was on the anniversary of the promise to Abraham. Exodus 12:40-41 “Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years. 41 And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt.”

THE PASSOVER WAS CELEBRATED ON THIS DAY AFTER ENTERING CANAAN

Joshua 5:10 And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even in the plains of Jericho. 

Even though the children of Israel had entered the land on the 10th Nisan the passover was celebrated on the 14th Nisan to commemorate the protection from the Angel of Death some 40 years before.

THE PASSOVER WAS CELEBRATED AFTER THE RETURN TO JERUSALEM

Ezra 6:19 And the children of the captivity kept the passover upon the fourteenth day of the first month.

Here we see the Jews again celebrating the Passover on the 14th of Nisan many hundreds of years after Joshua after the return of Jews following the Babylonian captivity.

JESUS CHRIST DIED ON THE PASSOVER

Christ Jesus died on the Cross on 14th Nisan to fulfil to the day the feast of Passover. At the time that the Lamb of God was dying on the cross the religious leaders were killing their lambs which were a shadow of things to come as they did not recognise that the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ fulfilled the ritual of the previous 1500 years.
While the religious leaders in Israel were killing their Passover lamb within the city Jesus Christ the Passover lamb was fulfilling the Feast of Passover once and for all outside the city. 

At the Cross the Lord Jesus Christ said “It is finished” which means the problem of sin being a barrier between God and man for the human race had been removed once and for all by His work on the Cross.
In Hebrews 10:4 it clearly states that the blood of bulls and goats could not take away sin. The death of Jesus Christ however took away the effect of sin once and for all Hebrews 10:11-14 
TO SHOW THE VICTORY OF CHRIST OVER DEATH SAINTS WERE RESUSCITATED

Matthew 27:50-53 “Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, 53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many”.

At the death of the Lord Jesus Christ access was obtained to God’s presence in the Holy of Holies by the rending of the veil in the Temple and the resuscitation of deceased believers who witnessed to those in Jerusalem of the victory of this day.
THE PASSOVER WILL BE CELEBRATED IN THE MILLENNIUM WITH CHRIST PRESENT

Ezekiel 45 21-22 “In the first month, in the fourteenth day of the month, ye shall have the Passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened bread shall be eaten. 22. And upon that day shall the prince prepare for himself and for all the people of the land a bullock for a sin offering.” 

During the Millennium the Prince, King David, is in charge of the celebration of the nation that carries his star on it’s flag. David coordinates the celebration of the Passover, leading his people, possibly with his own Psalms sung by the redeemed nation. The offerings of this period for Passover involve far more than the original Passover Feast under Moses. The New Passover is richer and has more celebration within it than the old feast as we would expect, for the people now see it looks to Jesus.  

IN SUMMARY

a) The sacrificial lamb represents the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 5:7)

b) Christ died on the 14th Nisan on the cross having entered Jerusalem, the Holy city 4 days before on the 10th Nisan.

c) When the Roman soldiers broke the legs of the thieves they found Jesus dead so no bone in His body was broken. (John 19:32, 33) conforming to the requirements of Exodus 12:46 and Psalm 34:20
d) The roasting of the lamb represents judgement, the bitter herbs representing sins or failures.

e) The eating of the lamb represents faith in the work of Christ which we now celebrate in the eating of the bread and drinking the wine at the communion table.

f) By faith in Christ we are protected from the final judgement of God. (Romans 8:1)

15TH NISAN – UNLEAVENED BREAD – LEVITICUS 23:6-8
This feast lasts for seven days according to Leviticus 23:6 and therefore does not have a specific day for anniversaries but portrays the person of Christ and fellowship with God 
The bread was unleavened due to the need to leave Egypt with utmost haste. In addition the wine was without leaven [alcohol], the wine being boiled during this feast. This custom has been found in copies of ancient Chaldean army instructions when it was feared that the Jews could revolt during the time of unleavened bread if they were served with alcoholic Chaldean beer.

As God can have nothing to do with sin God's provision is without leaven as leaven represents evil in the scriptures.

There are various forms of leaven in the Bible:-

i) Leaven of the Sadducees - human viewpoint (Matthew 16:6)

ii) Leaven of the Pharisees - ritualism (Mark 8:15)

iii) Leaven of Herod - worldliness (Mark 8:15)

iv) Leaven of the Corinthians - wantonness (1 Corinthians 5:6, 7)

v) Leaven of the Galatians - legalism (Galatians 5:9).

Bread made without leaven shows the perfection of Christ (Leviticus 2:11).

The unleavened bread was cooked on a griddle which caused the bread to have stripes. It also had holes. By his stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:5). They will look upon him whom they have pierced (Zechariah 12:10).

17th NISAN - NEW LIFE AND RESURRECTION – LEVITICUS 23:9-14
The 17th Nisan celebrates three separate occasions involving new life all of which were surprising and miraculous in nature. In chronological order the events are as follows:-

[a] The ark rested on Ararat on this very day after the flood. (Genesis 8:4)
[b] The Jews crossed the Red Sea 3 days after leaving bondage.
[c] Christ rose 3 days after his death on the Passover conforming to the illustration of Jonah Matthew 12:40
This feast portrayed the resurrection of Christ and occurred half-way through the feast of Unleavened Bread. Christ is said to be the first fruits of them that sleep. (1 Corinthians 15:20)

THE RESTING OF THE ARK ON THE MOUNTAINS OF ARARAT AFTER THE FLOOD

Genesis 8:4 “And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.

This, from its first impressions, looks as if it has no relevance to 17th Nisan as it occurred in the seventh month not the first month of the year. However there was a change in the order of the Jewish calendar due to the great event of the Exodus. 
In Exodus 12:1,2 it states “And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt saying, 2 This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.”
This is confirmed by the traditional rabbinic approach which understood that it was only at the time of the Exodus from Egypt that the month later called Nisan became the first month of the Israelite calendar. Deliverance from bondage was an epoch-making event. Since it took place in Nisan [Abib], it became the first month, and thenceforth it was also first in the counting of years 
The original New Year which was the start of the civil New Year was on the first of Tishri. This was based on the belief that God created the heavens and the earth on this day. The Jewish New Year is now celebrated on the Feast of Trumpets called in the Hebrew Rosh Hashanah [Head of the Year]
THE CROSSING OF THE RED SEA
The crossing of the Red Sea by the Children of Israel under Moses to escape from Egypt and certain death occurred on the 17th Nisan again showing miraculous new life on this anniversary. Again here with the elimination of the Egyptian pursuers who ventured into the Red Sea miraculous “new life” was provided on this day. Exodus chapters 13,14. 
THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST

This feast was fulfilled by the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ - 1 Corinthians 15:20-23 “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.”

Here we are told that the resurrection of the Lord is the first fruits of the resurrection.

In summary therefore on this day the 17th Nisan the renewed earth emerged from the waters after the Flood of Noah to a “new life” on earth, the redeemed people of the Exodus emerged from the waters of the sea and Jesus Christ rose from the dead.
6TH SIVAN  - FEAST OF PENTECOST – THE LAW AND THE SPIRIT – LEVITICUS 23:15-22
Pente means fifty. This feast always occurred on a Sunday, 50 days or a week of weeks after the first fruits, generally in May or June. (Leviticus 23:15)

It represents the dispersion of the Jews which occurred historically in AD 70 and there followed a long gap to the next feast representing the long time the Jews would be out of the land.

Pentecost in the year of the crucifixion was the day on which the Church age started with the baptism of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem. (Acts 2:1-4).

ANNIVERSARIES

After the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ his disciples had to wait until the feast of Pentecost was fully come before the Holy Spirit was given. As a result of Peter’s sermon 3000 listeners believed and were saved Acts 2:41 “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.”
The Jews believe that on the day of the future Feast of Pentecost, during the period of the wandering in the wilderness, the Law was given and as a result 3000 were killed Exodus 32:28 “And the children of Levi did according to the word of Moses: and there fell of the people that day about three thousand men”.

This goes to demonstrate that the law kills but the Spirit gives life.
All the Spring Feasts of a single day’s duration have been fulfilled to the very day. 
There now comes the Interval from Nisan to Tishri the month of the three Autumnal feasts. The interval is called the Harvest time.

THE INTERVAL – THE CHURCH AGE - LEVITICUS 23:22
Four Months will pass between the first cycle of four feasts and the second cycle of three feasts. Verse 22 states that there is going to be an interval during which life is going to continue along normal lines. This is the time of labouring in the field and a time for final harvest.

The first four feasts have been fulfilled but the last three have not. The first four were fulfilled in the events of the first coming while the last three will be fulfilled in the events of the Second Coming of Jesus. The insertion or interval is the Church Age.

This according to this verse is a time for the leaving of the gleanings for the poor and the stranger. This is a beautiful picture of the mission of the Church as it is today.

In John 4:35 Jesus says that there are yet four months unto harvest. This is the same four months between the first and second groups of feasts. Christ takes the picture of the fields being white unto harvest as a symbol of gospel evangelism.

The church age interrupts the programme of the festivals for Israel. Here the people in the Church Age receive the gleanings as the poor and stranger who were afar off before the Cross.

It needs to be remembered that the Church does not exist until after the Resurrection of Christ. A viewer of the Old Testament would see two major items on the horizon, the 1st Advent of the Messiah and the setting up of a thousand year Kingdom on earth where the Messiah would reign. He , as well as Satan was unaware of the area in between the two, the Church Age as it was a “mystery” which had not been revealed in times past.
THE AUTUMN FEASTS YET TO BE FULFILLED

1ST TISHRI - FEAST OF TRUMPETS – NEW YEAR AND THE RAPTURE – LEVITICUS 23:23-25
The Feast of Trumpets is the First Day of the Seventh Month and the Jewish New Year

In the Old Testament Numbers 29:1-6 - emphasised the various sacrifices which have to be offered at this feast while Nehemiah 8:1-12 it states that Ezra reads the Law of Moses before the people 

Rosh Hashanah, “the head of the year” is the most common Jewish name for this feast .This was the start of the Jewish civil new year based, on the belief that God created the heavens and the earth on this day. It was a Sabbath with no work done. It was observed by the blowing of Ram's horn trumpets.

The Trumpet Blasts - there were 100 of these with the first 99 comprising types [a], [b] and [c], the last trumpet blast being type [d] 


[a] Tekiah - a straight long plain blast - symbol of joy


[b] Shevarim - three short blasts - the symbol of sobbing


[c] Truah - nine short staccato blasts indicating fear


[d] Tekiah Gedolah - the great long trumpet blast which concludes the trumpet blasts on this feast. In this the trumpeter blew until he was exhausted. It is called the last trump. It represents the redemption, resurrection and regenerating of Israel

IMPLICATIONS

[a] Isaiah 27:13 - the great trumpet being blown here indicates the start of the regathering of Israel in preparation for the Tribulation. There are a number of passages in Scripture which point to a regathering of Israel for the judgement of the Tribulation - Ezekiel 20:33-38, 22: 17-22, Zephaniah 2:1-2. The Jews recognise this as the day on which God would again have a close relationship with the Jews with the blowing of the trumpets representing the coming of the King.

[b] The Rapture of the Church which will come before the Tribulation will fulfil the feast of Trumpets. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. The trumpet blast will announce the Rapture of the Church 1 Corinthians 15:50-58. Here it is at “the last trumpet”. Paul uses the definite article here saying it is a defined last trumpet blast and the Rapture will fulfil it. This is the final unique “Tekiah Gedolah”, the last of the trumpet blasts. 
RECOMMENCEMENT OF OFFERINGS TO THE LORD AFTER THE BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY
Ezra 3:6 “From the first day of the seventh month began they to offer burnt offerings unto the LORD. But the foundation of the temple of the LORD was not yet laid.”

HOW ABOUT THE DAY AND THE HOUR OF THE RAPTURE
Many Christians quote Matthew 24:36 “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only” in relation to the Rapture of the Church but in context the Lord is referring to the Second Coming of Christ. We need to remember that the Rapture was a mystery doctrine first elaborated by Paul in 1 Thessalonians 4 and I Corinthians 15. It appears from the above that we know the day and hour of the Rapture but not the year. 

In contrast those who are left behind and see the signing of the 7 year agreement between the Antichrist and Israel will know the Year but not know the day and hour because the days are shortened to avoid the destruction of all human life on earth Matthew 24: 21,22 “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.”
Others state that the “Last Trumpet” refers to the last of the Trumpet judgments in Revelation 11:15 ignoring the Apostle Paul’s background and that knowledge through a vision to John on Patmos of the Trumpet judgments of the book of Revelation were yet unknown for some 40 years ahead.
Paul is speaking from his Pharisaic rabbinic background. The last trump is a technical term for the last, longest and most important trumpet blast of the Feast of Trumpets. When Paul used this term he did not mean the seventh trumpet of the Book of Revelation; rather he meant the final blast of the Feast of Trumpets. He was saying that the Feast of Trumpets was going to be fulfilled by the Rapture of the Church.
This concept means that the Rapture is followed by the Tribulation pictured in the Feast of Atonement and the Millennium as pictured in the Feast of Tabernacles

BIRTHDAY OF CHRIST

It is clear that December 25 is not likely to be the date of the birth of Christ for the following reasons:

a) In Luke 2:8 shepherds were abiding in the fields with their sheep at the birth of Jesus. In the northern winter, the shepherds of Israel would keep their sheep in sheep-folds from about October/November until February/March (spring).

b) In Luke 2:1-5 Caesar Augustus issued an edict that all the world should be taxed and that everyone should travel to their city of birth for assessment purposes. It is highly unlikely that an edict of that type would be issued for people to travel in mid-winter. It would logically be in the northern autumn of September or October as in the spring the crops would be sown and the result known in the autumn

[c] A study of John the Baptist and the pregnancy of Mary compared to Elizabeth confirms an autumn date
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TIMELINE OF THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST AND THE BIRTH OF JESUS IN THE AUTUMN

[For further details see Omnibus Bible Topic Book]

If the above analysis is valid the Creator was born physically in the northern autumn. He could have been born on the Feast of Trumpets which would be an anniversary of His act as Creator. Also as a “birthday present” He would have His wedding day to his bride the Church at the sounding of the Last Trumpet, His new creation in Christ. 
At the same time He would then recommence His close association with Israel as the King of the Jews as the Jews have believed over the centuries. We will have to wait and see.
10TH TISHRI – FEAST OF ATONEMENT – REPRESENTING THE TRIBULATION – LEVITICUS 23:26-32
This occurred ten days after the feast of trumpets. It represents the fact that believers only enter into the Millennium. Many assume the Rapture and the commencement of Daniel’s 70th week commences on the same day. However it is clear from 2 Thessalonians 2:7-8 that the Antichrist will not be revealed until after the Church is removed so that there is an indeterminate gap between the Rapture and the signing of the 7 year covenant between Israel and the World leader. This is represented by the days which separate the two feasts.

In addition from an evaluation of Daniel 12:11-12 and parallel passages it is apparent that there is a period of judgement at the Second Advent of some 45 days. This is a period of the wheat and tares, the sheep and the goats. The unbelievers are baptised with fire. (Matthew 3:11,12.) The believers enter the Millennium.

This was the only day of the year that the high priest was able to enter the Holy of Holies bringing a bowl of blood, once for himself and once for the nation. (Hebrews 9:6-7). His entry represents the sacrifice of Christ.

Christ's sacrifice is the fulfilment of this ritual. Christ only had to make one offering, as he was sinless, for the sins of the world. (Hebrews 9:11-14) On the feast of Atonement red wool, the Atonement Lot, was tied to the temple pillar.  After the blood was spilt the Lot turned white until the time of the cross confirming that the sins committed had been covered for another year. 
However after the Cross it is reported that the lot stayed red showing a change regarding sins and that sacrifices were no longer required as God’s requirements had been fulfilled for all time by the work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross. 
His sacrifice was once and for all.

15TH TISHRI – FEAST OF TABERNACLES – REPRESENTING THE MILLENNIUM  - LEVITICUS 23:33-44
This feast was observed for seven days from the 15th day of the seventh month by the building of booths in which they ate and slept for seven days in remembrance of the forty years the Jews lived in these flimsy structures in the desert wanderings. It was to include 4 species, three branches, palm, willow and myrtle and one fruit a citron a lemon or grapefruit. It was a time of rejoicing after the feast of Atonement. The added eighth day closed the second cycle of feasts.
The Messianic kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ fulfils this feast as shown in Zechariah 14:16-19. In the Messianic kingdom all the Gentile nations will be obligated to keep this feast by sending a delegation to Jerusalem which contrasts with the obligations under the Mosaic law which made it mandatory for Israel only. Any Gentile nation which refuses to send a delegation will be disciplined by drought.

The Feast of Atonement which is fulfilled by the Great Tribulation is followed by the feast of Tabernacles which is fulfilled by the great rejoicing of the Millennial kingdom. The tribulation is clearly stated in Zechariah 12-14:15 and is followed by the kingdom. This is also the case in the book of the Revelation where the extensive Tribulation passage in chapters 6-19 is seen to precede the Millennial reign which is covered in Revelation 20.
10TH AV – DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLES

The Jewish Temple has been destroyed twice, once by Nebuchadnezzar and the second by the Romans under Titus in 70 AD. Both times the Temple have been destroyed on the same day

The Temple was destroyed despite Titus' order that it be preserved, and despite his attempts to put out the fire once it started. So writes Josephus, and so this is how Titus wished to be seen. 
But a later historian, Sulpicius Severus (apparently based on Tacitus' lost history) says the opposite. He said that Titus ordered the destruction. It is difficult to know the truth, but a glaring piece of evidence is the calendar: Titus held the decisive council to determine the Temple's fate on the Ninth of Av, and the fire began the next day, the Tenth. 
The Tenth corresponding exactly to the date of the destruction of the First Temple by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon Jeremiah 52:12; Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the month, which was the nineteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, which served the king of Babylon, into Jerusalem,
Titus' Jewish advisers, including Josephus, would have made him aware of that fact. We can be all but certain that Titus chose the meeting date for its historical significance and an attack on the Temple on the Tenth would have been auspicious for Roman success and a fateful signal for the Judeans.

TYPES

DEFINITION - A TYPE is a divine illustration of a truth or doctrine. It may consist of:-

A CEREMONY - 1 Corinthians 5:7 “Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us”
AN EVENT - 1 Corinthians 10:11 “Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.”
A THING - Hebrews 10:20 “By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh”
AN INSTITUTION - Hebrews 9:11 “But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building”
A PERSON OR PERSONS - Romans 5:14 “Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.”
1 - CEREMONIES
PASSOVER AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

1. The Passover is a type of Christ who fulfilled the type on the very day in AD. 32.

2. The Lord Jesus Christ is called our Passover, sacrificed for us.(1 Corinthians 5:7)

3. The Passover lamb was brought into the home four days before the feast to demonstrate that it was without blemish. (Exodus 12:5-6).

4. In fulfilment of the type Jesus Christ had a ministry of over three years to demonstrate that He was eligible to die for the sins of the world due to his unblemished character. (Hebrews 4:15)

5. The lamb tested must be slain by the family to be protected. (Exodus 12:6)

6. The Lord Jesus Christ having been found perfect had to die as a willing sacrifice. (Hebrews 9:22)

7. The blood from the sacrificed lamb had to be applied to the door. (Exodus 12:7)

8. The death of Christ has to be personally recognised and acted upon. This clearly shows the part played by the free will of man and demonstrates the rejection of the concept of universalism which states that not only did Christ die for all, which is true, but that all as a consequence are saved which is not true. (John 3:36)

9 The blood by itself, once applied, was totally able to provide protection against judgement. (Exodus 12:13)

10. The death of Christ once applied to the life is all sufficient in protection against judgement. (Romans 8:1)

11. The firstborn of Egypt died if the protection was not used. (Exodus 12:29)

12. God gave his only begotten Son to save us from the second death. (John 3:16)

FEASTS OF ISRAEL

1. In the Jewish calendar seven feasts were ordained by God for the Jews to follow and to be a sign to all believers.

2. In order the feasts were:-

a) Passover

b) Unleavened Bread

c) First Fruits

d) Pentecost

e) Trumpets

f) Atonement

g) Tabernacles

3. THE PASSOVER (Deuteronomy 16:1-8, Leviticus 23:5) 

Historically

a) This feast originated on the night when the angel of the Lord passed over the land of Egypt immediately prior to the children of Israel leaving their bondage under Moses.

b) A male lamb without blemish was killed on the 14th Nisan having been brought into the house 4 days before, great care being taken that not a bone in its body was broken. (Exodus 12:1-6)

c) The lamb was roasted, eaten with bitter herbs and any portion left was burnt. (Exodus 12:7-10)

d) In the original Passover the blood of the Lamb was daubed on the doorposts and lintels, any such house being spared from the last plague against Egypt. (Exodus 12:21-28) All plagues were against the gods of Egypt.

e) The Passover was on the anniversary of the promise to Abraham. (Exodus 12:41)

Fulfilment

a) The sacrificial lamb represents the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 5:7)

b) Christ died on the 14th Nisan on the cross having entered Jerusalem, the Holy city 4 days before on the 10th Nisan.

c) When the Roman soldiers broke the legs of the thieves they found Jesus dead so no bone in His body was broken. (John 19:32, 33)

d) The roasting of the lamb represents judgement, the bitter herbs representing sins or failures.

e) The eating of the lamb represents faith in the work of Christ i.e. eating and drinking at the communion table.)

f) By faith in Christ we are protected from the final judgement of God. (Romans 8:1)

Currently

a) Each time we celebrate the Lord's Supper we are looking back to the cross and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

b) This could also represent salvation to the believer.

4. UNLEAVENED BREAD (Leviticus 23:6-8)

a) This feast lasted for seven days starting on the 15th Nisan and portrays the provision and fellowship with God.

b) The bread was unleavened due to the need to leave Egypt with utmost haste. In addition the wine was without leaven or alcohol - the wine being boiled during this feast. This has been found in Chaldean army instructions when it was feared that the Jews could revolt during the time of unleavened bread if they were served with alcoholic Chaldean beer.

c) As God can have nothing to do with sin God's provision is without leaven as leaven represents evil in the scriptures.

d) There are various forms of leaven in the Bible:-

i) Leaven of the Sadducees - human viewpoint (Matthew 16:6)

ii) Leaven of the Pharisees - ritualism (Mark 8:15)

iii) Leaven of Herod - worldliness (Mark 8:15)

iv) Leaven of the Corinthians - wantonness (1 Corinthians 5:6, 7)

v) Leaven of the Galatians - legalism (Galatians 5:9).

e) Bread made without leaven shows the perfection of Christ (Leviticus 2:11).

f) This could represent the Christian walk for the believer.

g) The unleavened bread was cooked on a griddle which caused the bread to have stripes. It also had holes. By his stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:5) They will look upon him whom they have pierced (Zechariah 12:10).

5. FIRST FRUITS (Leviticus 23:9-14)

a) This feast always occurred on a Sunday and was celebrated on the 17th Nisan.

b) This feast portrayed the resurrection of Christ and occurred half-way through the feast of Unleavened Bread.

c) Christ is said to be the first fruits of them that sleep. (1 Corinthians 15:20)

d) Christ rose 3 days after his death on the Passover.

e) The Jews crossed the Red Sea 3 days after leaving bondage.

f) The ark rested on Ararat on this very day after the flood. (Genesis 8:4)

g) This could represent the resurrection body for the believer.

6. PENTECOST (Leviticus 23:15-21)

a) Pente - fifty - this occurred always on a Sunday 50 days or a week of weeks after the first fruits, generally in May or June. (Leviticus 23:15)

b) It represents the dispersion of the Jews which occurred historically in AD 70 and there followed a long gap to the next feast representing the long time the Jews would be out of the land.

c) Pentecost in the year of the crucifixion was the day on which the Church age started with the baptism of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem. (Acts 2:1-4).

d) At Pentecost, 3,000 were born again; at the giving of the law, 3,000 were killed.

7. TRUMPETS (Leviticus 23:23, 24)

a) This occurred in September, the blowing of the trumpets representing the coming of the king. It is the Jewish New Year Day.

b) This represents the return of the Lord Jesus Christ for his Church at the Rapture. The Jews recognise this as the day on which God would again have a relationship with the Jews.

8. ATONEMENT (Leviticus 23:26-32)

a) This occurred ten days after the feast of trumpets. It represents the fact that believing Jews only enter into the Millennium.

b) From evaluation of (Daniel 12:11 & 12) and parallel passages it is apparent that there is a period of judgement at the second advent of some 45 days. This is a period of the wheat and tares, the sheep and the goats. The unbelievers are baptised with fire. (Matthew 3:11,12.) The believers enter the Millennium.

c) This was the only day of the year that the high priest was able to enter the Holy of Holies bringing a bowl of blood, once for himself and once for the nation. (Hebrews 9:6-7). His entry represents the sacrifice of Christ.

d) Christ's sacrifice is the fulfilment of this ritual. Christ only had to make one offering, as he was sinless, for the sins of the world. (Hebrews 9:11-14) On the feast of Atonement red wool, the Atonement Lot, was tied to the temple pillar. After the blood was spilt the lot turned white until the time of the cross. Afterwards it stayed red. This sign showed Christ's once and for all sacrifice.

9. TABERNACLES (Leviticus 23:33-36)

This occurred five days after the feast of Atonement and lasted a week. It represents the Millennial Reign of Christ and the perfect provision and environment provided. (Deuteronomy 16:13-15, Romans 8:19-22)

10. It is of interest that the two feasts that speak of God's perfect provision - Unleavened Bread and Tabernacles - were a week duration whilst the others were for a day, speaking of a point in time occurrence such as the crucifixion, resurrection or rapture of the Church.

11. SUMMARY

a) PASSOVER fulfilled at The Crucifixion on Passover AD 32

b) UNLEAVENED BREAD fulfilled at Burial of Christ on Unleavened Bread AD 32

c) FIRST-FRUITS fulfilled at Resurrection of Christ on First-Fruits AD 32

d) PENTECOST fulfilled at End of Jewish Age on Pentecost AD 32

e) TRUMPETS to be fulfilled at Rapture of Church

f) ATONEMENT to be fulfilled at Second Advent of Christ

g) TABERNACLES to be fulfilled at Millennial reign of Christ

12. As Paul had seen the literal fulfilment of the first four feasts in some 8 weeks in AD 32 it is hardly surprising that he would expect to be in the "rapture generation" (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 2 Thessalonians 2:1)

CHURCH – COMMUNION – THE LORD'S SUPPER

1. There are three suppers which man is invited to:-

a) The gospel supper (Luke 14:15-24)

b) Marriage supper of the Lamb (Revelation. 19:7-9)

c) Lord's supper (1 Corinthians. 11:23-29)

2. Those who accept the gospel supper will eventually appear at the wedding supper and in the meantime, whilst on earth, should partake of the Lord's supper.

3. At the Lord's Supper the believer meditates on:-

a) The death of Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour.

b) The risen Lord who makes intercession for him.

c) The coming Lord who will return for His church and set up His reign on the earth.

4. The Lord's Supper is derived from the Passover meal (Exodus. 12:1-11, 1 Corinthians. 11:23-32).  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us (1 Corinthians. 5:7)

5. The bread represents the body of Christ which was broken for us when He bore our sins on the cross (1 Corinthians 11:24)

The wine represents the blood of Christ which is the guarantee of our salvation. For without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin. (1 Corinthians. 11:25)

6. The Lord's Table is prepared for believers in the presence of their enemies (Psalm 23:5)

7. The believer must be in fellowship to discern the meaning of the Lord's Supper (1 Corinthians 11:29). This is accomplished by self judgement (1 Corinthians 11:31, 1 John 1:9)

8. Partaking of the Lord's Supper without fellowship with the Lord can result in sickness or death. (1 Corinthians 11:30)

2 - TYPES - EVENTS

BLIND MAN AS A PICTURE OF THE HELPLESSNESS OF THE UNSAVED

1. The healing of the blind man in (John 9:1-13) parallels the condition of all those who are unsaved.
It is of interest that this person was suffering from a congenital condition where the organs for sight were absent. Thus it was not the removing of cataracts that was in view, it was the creation of the ability for sight. As members of the human race we are all born spiritually dead without the ability to see.

2. He was outside the Temple and like the unbeliever he was a stranger to fellowship with God. (Ephesians 2:12)

3. He was blind and could not see. As unbelievers we are all blind to the gospel. (1 Corinthians 2:14 2 Corinthians 4:3,4). 

4. He was born that way. All people are born in sin. (Ephesians 2:1)

5. He was beyond human help with no earthly hope. (Ephesians 2:12) There is still no hope for a person born blind. There is no human cure for sin. Man cannot deal with it.

6. He was a beggar, and could not pay for healing. In grace, we also can't offer anything for salvation. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

7. He made no verbal appeal. He was sought out by the Lord and drawn as we were. (John 6:44)

8. The Lord found him and saved him. It is the Holy Spirit who calls us.

9. No other people were really interested in him. The Pharisees ignored him. The disciples had a theological debate over him, but the Lord touched him. (John 3:16)

10. He was changed. He became a new man. (Colossians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 2:12; 1 John 1:7)

11. When we meet the Lord Jesus Christ we are changed. This is a good salvation passage.

FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND – OUTLINE OF HISTORY

1. The feeding of the five thousand and the subsequent walking on the water can be analogised to the span of human history from the ministry of Jesus Christ on earth to the Millennial reign of Christ (Matthew 14:13-33).

2. The healing of the sick and the feeding of the five thousand relates to the ministry of Jesus Christ on earth during his first advent in the Age of the Jews (v 15-21 ).

3. The baskets of bread with which the disciples set off in the boat - the canon of scripture (v 20),

4. The setting off in the boat - the church age believers without Jesus Christ in a physical form on earth (v 22).

5. The water represents the Gentile nations which make up the church (v 22).

6. Jesus going up into the mountains to pray by himself shows the ascension and session of Christ at the right hand of God during the Church Age where he makes intercession for us.

7. The boat hit by a tremendous storm (v 24) portrays the time of the tribulation just prior to the return of Christ, a time of great testing.

8. The Lord appearing at the height of the storm (v 27) indicates the return of Jesus Christ at the Second Advent.

9. As the Lord enters the boat the storm ceases (v 32), representing the perfect environment of the Millennium with the Lord back on earth.

10. The worship of Jesus Christ shows the worship of Christ in the Millennium (v 33) when the knowledge of the Lord will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.

FIERY FURNACE IN DANIEL AS A PICTURE OF THE TRIBULATION

1. General Scripture; Daniel 3

2. Synopsis - Nebuchadnezzar, King of the Chaldeans, erects a huge statue and commands all his subjects to worship it. Three hostages from Judea refuse and are thrown into a fiery furnace which they miraculously survive. Nebuchadnezzar is highly impressed and commands his subjects never to criticise God. Hostages, as a result, receive promotion.

3. With their capture by Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel and his friends had their names changed to try to mask God's provision.

a) Hananiah (God is kind) or Shadrach (Persian god of love). (Daniel 1:7)

b) Misheel (God's provision) or Meshach (Persian sun god). (Daniel 1:7)

c) Azaria (God strengthens) or Abednego (Persian god of education). (Daniel 1:7)

d) Daniel (God's judge) or Belteshazzar (Zeus, chief god). (Daniel 1:7)

4. Prophetic Analogy of Daniel 3 which illustrates the tribulation period, followed by the millennium.

a) Nebuchadnezzar is a picture of the beast of the Great Tribulation (Revelation 13:1) who sets up an image to be worshipped (Revelation 13:14,15).

b) The image which Nebuchadnezzar set up foreshadows the image set up in the temple in the Tribulation (Daniel 11:31; 12:11; Matthew 24:15).

c) Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego depict Jewish believers in the Tribulation who know and trust the Word of God and are delivered (Zechariah 14:1-9; Matthew 24:9-26).

d) The furnace foreshadows the terrible testing in the Tribulation.

e) The fourth person in the furnace - the Son of God - is analogous to Jesus Christ at the Second Advent when He will come to deliver all believers.

f) The worship decree of (Daniel 3:29) portrays the universal worship of Christ in the Millennium.

5. Lessons for us from Daniel 3

a) Nothing made by man or any man is worthy of worship.

b) Neither human pride nor supreme power can change the course of human history.

c) Government interference with human free will in spiritual matters is wrong.

d) Compromise with unchristian or worldly viewpoints is not honouring to God.

e) A believer should never retaliate against jealous people - instead claim (Romans 12:19) - the battle is the Lord's.

f) In times of pressure and suffering, knowledge of God's Word is imperative for stability and making correct decisions.

g) True happiness comes from trusting the Lord and not from material possessions or position.

JEWISH WEDDING – OUTLINE OF FUTURE HISTORY

At the time of Christ the wedding was arranged by the father of the groom. In this analogy the relationship between Christ and mankind will be examined.

1. Prior to the first visit of the prospective groom to the bride, the father made arrangements for their relationship. (Hebrews 2:13)

Analogy - God the Father - the Planner made arrangements for mankind in eternity past.

2. The prospective groom would then meet the bride and fellowship with her.

Analogy - Christ came to earth at the first advent and spent time with man.

3. Prior to leaving the bride's house the bridegroom would pay the whole dowry or payment for the bride. (Hebrews 9:23-28)

Analogy - Christ's death on the cross paid the debt of all mankind in full.

4. The bridegroom would return to his father's house and build a future house for the newly married couple to live in. (John 14:1-3)

Analogy - Christ ascended to his father's house to prepare a place for his bride.

5. At the Father's request the Son would go to the Bride's home to pick the bride up.

Analogy - Christ's return to earth for his church at the Rapture.

6. The bride as she left her home was married to the groom. (1 Corinthians 15:51-58)

Analogy - As the body of Christ rises to meet Christ in the air the body becomes the bride.

7. The bride has been preparing her wedding garments waiting for the bridegroom. The bridegroom adorns his bride for the wedding supper. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

Analogy - Whilst waiting for the return of Christ, the body produces gold, silver and precious stones. The final dressing of the body is done by Christ at the Judgement Seat of Christ.

8. The bride and groom hold a wedding feast which in rich families could last a month.

Analogy - The wedding feast of Christ will last 1,000 years - The Millennium on earth.

9. Friends of the bridegroom would attend the wedding feast.

Analogy - Old Testament Saints in resurrection bodies will be in the rejoicing of the Millennium.

10. Friends of the bride waited outside the wedding hall, with lamps alight waiting for the bridal couple before they entered the wedding feast. (Matthew 25:1-13)

Analogy - Tribulation Saints who survive the great tribulation will enter into the Millennium in their physical bodies to replenish the earth. Unbelievers will be cast off the earth as they are not invited to the marriage supper of the lamb.

11. The passage of scriptures from the first advent of Christ to the end of the Millennium is clearly seen in its analogy to the Jewish Wedding Ceremony.

MIRACLES OF CHRIST 

1. Miracles occurred mainly in three periods of history. Of all the miracles recorded in the Scriptures all but twelve fall into the following three periods.

a) The Law and Prophets Group:- prepares for the coming of the Lord

i) At the Exodus through to the giving of the Law, miracles were performed by Moses, Aaron and later by Joshua. 

ii) At the period when the great prophets Elijah and Elisha were teaching many miracles were performed.

b) The Lord and Church Group:- bears witness to His first coming

i) The miracles of the Lord. 

ii) The miracles performed by the apostles.

c) The Future Miracle Group:- attest to His second coming

i) Beginning with the activities of the two witnesses of the Great Tribulation. 

ii) The universal outburst of miracle activity at the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom, when the Lord rules over a restored earth.

2. Their purpose includes the following:-

a) To glorify the nature of God (John 2:11, 11:40)

b) To accredit certain men as spokesmen for God (Hebrews 2:3-4, Luke 7:18-23)

c) To provide evidence for belief in Jesus as Messiah (John 6:2,14, 10:37-38, 20:30-31, 1 Corinthians 15:13-20)

d) To demonstrate the Lord's superiority over the forces of evil (Matthew 9:27-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 4:31-37)

e) To demonstrate the uniqueness of the Lord Jesus Christ, God with us (John 1:14).

3.  Miracles demonstrate the attributes of God.

a) The Sovereignty of God was illustrated in:- 

i) The Lord's creative work of turning water into wine at Cana. (John 2:1-11)

ii) His power when stilling the storm on Galilee. (Mark 4:35-41; Matthew 8:18)

iii) The feeding of the 5000 and the 4000. (Mark 6:33-44; 8:1-9)

iv) Walking on the water at Galilee. (Mark 6:47-52)

v) His arrest in Gethsemane. (John 18:6)

b) The Righteousness of God was illustrated in:- 

The Lord's transfiguration before the disciples on the mountain, when they saw the Holiness of God in the Lord displayed. (Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36)

c) The Justice of God was illustrated in:- 

The cursing of the fig tree during the last week before the cross as a sign of His coming judgement upon unresponsive Israel. (Matthew 21:18-22; Mark 11:12-14, 20-26)

d) The Love of God was illustrated in:- 

All the healing ministries as the Lord's compassion flowed into action, even to the exhaustion of His humanity. While thirty-six specific miracles of the Lord are recorded, many thousands of healing miracles are passed over in a few isolated verses. (E.g. Matthew 9:35-36, 14:14, 15:30-31, 8:16-17 etc.)

e) The Eternal Life of God was illustrated in:- 

The great miracle of the resurrection of Christ.

f) The Omniscience of God was illustrated in:- 

i) His knowledge of where unseen shoals of fish were. (Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, John 21:1-14)

ii) Where the fish was with just enough money in its mouth to pay the required tax. (Matthew 17:24-27)

iii) The knowledge about Nathaniel and the woman at the well at Sychar also shows his omniscience (John 1:45-51; 4:5-43).

g) The Omnipresence of God was illustrated in:- 

His ability to appear in various places many kilometres apart demonstrating the truth of His promise to be with believers always. (Matthew 28:20)

h) The Omnipotence of God was illustrated in:- 

The raising of people such as Lazarus from the dead.

i) The Immutability of God was illustrated in:- 

The repetition of the miracle of the draught of fishes both before and after the resurrection showing that His character and power were unchanged.

j) The Veracity of God was illustrated in:- 

The healing of the Centurion's servant and the Nobleman's son. The Lord said they were healed, and at that moment, many kilometres away, they were. (Matthew 8:5-13, Luke 7:1-10, John 4:46-54)

k) The Grace of God was illustrated in:- 

The healing of Malchus' ear in the garden on the night of the Lord's arrest (Luke 22:50). It was a testimony to His Grace that as he faced the horror of the cross, our Lord could still stoop and heal one of His captors. It is significant that the last recorded miracle performed by the Lord before the cross benefited an enemy, one who had come to arrest him.

MIRACLES – HEALING AND MIRACLES

1. The healing ministry of Jesus was not primarily to relieve suffering but to show Himself to the Jews as the Messiah.

2. Jesus Christ's major thrust in his ministry was healing from sin rather than physical healing, as healing from sin has eternal results whilst physical healing has temporal results only.

3. Examples of healing by Jesus Christ

a) The Leper (Matthew 8:1 -4)

The Jew was suffering from an incurable disease - leprosy. It was totally hopeless to expect a cure under normal conditions at that time in history. The cured leper was told to go to the priests, the Levitical priest of those days who had been given by God two chapters in the Old Testament for such cases. Uncleanliness (Leviticus 13), Cleanliness (Leviticus 14). It was unknown to use (Leviticus 14), its use with the cure of the leper should have alerted the Levitical priests that the Messiah was on earth.

b) Centurion's Servant (Matthew 8:5-13)

The Centurion was a Gentile believer who had great faith, showing he was a mature believer. His servant was suffering from the palsy (paralysis or polio). The Centurion showed great faith by knowing that he did not need Jesus Christ to enter his house to heal his servant. Using the Centurion's faith, Jesus Christ challenges the Jewish onlookers to trust him also.

c) Paralytic Healed (Matthew 9:1-8)

A Jewish believer who lacked assurance of his sins forgiven. His friends, the stretcher bearers, who brought him to Jesus had great faith in the Lord. Jesus cured him to give the paralytic confidence in his sins being forgiven.

d) Peter's Mother-in-Law (Matthew 8:14-17)

Jesus cured her so that she could serve the Lord and help sustain Him.

4. There are many examples and means used by God for healing.

a) By direct contact. (Matthew 8:3,15; Mark 6:5)-

b) In response to the faith of friends. (Mark 2:5)

c) In response to prayer. (James 5:15,16)

d) Through doctors. (Colossians 4:14) and medicines - Figs for boils (2 Kings 20:7), Wine for ulcers (1 Timothy 5:23)

5. God did not heal many great saints who had diseases or problems.

a) Elisha (2 Kings 13:14)

b) Paul (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

c) Epaphroditus (Philippians 2-26,27)

d) Timothy (1 Timothy 5:23)

e) Principle of the sick saint (2 Corinthians 12:9)

6. Sickness is permitted for a number of reasons.

a) To bring us back to God's Word. (Psalm 119:6 7)

b) To make God's Word manifest. (John 9:1-3)

c) To glorify Jesus Christ. (John 11:4)

d) So that we can comfort others. (2 Corinthians 1:4)

e) To prepare us for future glory. (2 Corinthians 4:17)

f) To return us to fellowship. (Hebrews 12:5-10)

g) To make, us more fruitful. (John 15:2; Hebrews 12:1)

7. Miraculous healing does occur from time to time. God is able to heal anyone at any time but the Bible shows that it is not normally His purpose to do so. Satan can counterfeit divine healing through divine healers.

MODEL SERVANT

1. The unnamed servant in (Genesis 24) is the picture of the model servant as well as a type of the work of the Holy Spirit.

2. The model servant does not pre-empt his master (v2-9).  We should wait upon the Lord and not run ahead of time.

3. The model servant goes where he is sent (v4,10).  We should be in the geographical will of God.

4. The model servant does nothing else. God has specific tasks for every believer to perform. We should concentrate on our own area and not get sidetracked.

5. The model servant is prayerful and thankful. We should always realise where our power comes from and not get proud when we have spiritual blessings and prosperity.

6. The model servant is keen to succeed (v 17-18, 21). We should be keen to evangelise (Romans 1:14-16).

7. The model servant speaks not of himself but of his master. Who and what we are is not important, who and what Christ is of the greatest importance (v 22, 34-36).

8. The model servant presents the true issue and requires a clear decision. [v49]  We should present the gospel and other doctrine clearly and expect results.

MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION

1. The transfiguration scene is given in Matthew 17:1-9 and is a representation of the Second Advent and coming kingdom of the Lord - the Millennium.

2. On the mount was the Lord in his resurrection body. (Matthew 17:2)

3. Moses in his resurrection body represents all the saints who have died.

4. Elijah in his resurrection body represents all the saints who have been translated. (1 Corinthians 15:50-53, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

5. Peter, James and John in their natural bodies depict the regenerate of Israel entering into the Millennial Kingdom in their natural bodies to re-populate the earth.

6. The multitude at the base of the mountain represent Gentile believers who also enter into the Millennial Kingdom. (Isaiah 11:10-12)

7. APPLICATION

[a] Scripture Matthew 17:1-13, Mark 9:2-13, Luke 9:28-36

[b] The transfiguration was God’s confirmation of the Messiahship of Jesus Matthew 17:5, Mark 9:7, Luke 9:35

[c] It was in anticipation of the earthly kingdom as when that occurs His glory will not be hidden.

[d] It guaranteed the fulfilment Scripture 2 Peter 1:16-21

[e] It is a pledge that there is a life beyond death as Moses died and was present here.

[f] It showed what it cost for Jesus to come to the earth and become the Saviour Hebrews 2:7

[g] It is a measure of His love for us that He was willing to have His glory veiled again

NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM

1. In the book of Daniel visions showing the course of the empires in history.

2. Head of Gold (Daniel 2:32, 38)

Chaldean Empire under Nebuchadnezzar who dispersed the Southern Kingdom in 586 BC and took them into captivity in Babylon. The last king was Belshazzar who was defeated the by the Persians in 538 BC (Daniel 5; 7:4).

3. Shoulders of Silver (Daniel 2:32, 39)

The Medio Persian Empire under Cyrus the Persian and Darius the Mede who having overthrown the Chaldeans in 538 BC dominated the Middle East until 331 BC. (Daniel 7:5, 8:3-8, 20-22).

4. Belly of Bronze (Daniel 2:32, 39)

The Greek Empire under Alexander the Great who conquered the known world in 12 years, died of an alcohol related disease in Babylon as he was trying to set up a super race of half Greek and half Persians. His empire lasted until the 1st century BC with the death of Cleopatra in Egypt. (Daniel 7:6, 8:3-8, 20-22).

5. Legs of Iron (Daniel 2:33, 40)

The Roman Empire with its two parts the eastern and western empires based on Constantinople and Rome. It finally collapsed under the Vandals, its last emperor being Romulus Augustus in the 5th century AD) (Daniel 7:7).\

6. Ten Toes of Iron and Clay (Daniel 2:33, 41-3, 7:8, Revelation. 13:1)

The Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation which forms the power base for the Beast.

7. The Rock (Daniel 2:34,35, 44-5,7:11,12)

At the return of Jesus Christ at the Second Advent to overthrow the world empires and reign, the stone takes up the whole earth.

8. The Empires

In (Revelation 17:10) it mentions seven kings or empires, five of which had fallen, one is, and the other is not yet come. Remembering these words were written by John in AD 96, 'that which is' is the Roman Empire. The Empires are as follows:-

a) Those that have fallen: Egypt, Assyria, Chaldea, Persia, Greece.

b) That which is: Roman.

c) That which is to come: Revived Roman Empire.

9. In both Nebuchadnezzar's dream in (Daniel 2) and the passage in (Daniel 7), man-made empires are destroyed by God. Worldwide empires tend to elevate man to a place of self-glorification, whilst all glory should go to God. God promotes nations (Genesis 10) and judges internationalism (Daniel 2:7).

STEPS IN CHRISTIAN MATURITY – THE CROSS TO THE CROWN

1. Salvation is only the beginning of the plan for man. After salvation the believer's objective is to advance in stages of spiritual growth on the path from the Cross to the Crown.

2. At each stage the believer faces increasing intense tests that can only be passed by faith. Paul in Romans 1:17 says believers progress from faith to faith. The five Hebrew words for faith illustrate the five stages of growth described in the New Testament.

a) The Babe - 1 Peter 2:2 - AMEN - the leaning faith of Genesis 15:6

All believers enter the family of God as infants when they exercise faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. After the tremendous stress of birth, of coming from darkness into the light the infant's impulse is to nurse.  The objective is nourishment but the baby also receives great comfort in feeding. God's objective for the spiritual infant is for growth, but He commences this with comfort. Not much is expected of a baby in his first few years; he cannot feed or change himself.  Spiritual infants are just as helpless and need a great deal of nurturing, encouragement and patient encouragement and patient instruction.

b)  The Adolescent - 1 John 2:13-14 - BATACH - the wrestling faith of Psalm 37:3

Adolescents are young, strong and eager believers. This is the stage where people have grown to the point at which they understand some of the principles of truth and are beginning to apply them to their lives.  But like most adolescents, they have the growing pains of arrogance and rebellion against authority; they are sometimes too eager to act on their own, and this often gets them into trouble. They have knowledge which they mistake for wisdom, but they lack the experience. Their tendency is to want to apply the truth to other people's lives.  Adolescents may be troublesome, but at least they are not apathetic. They must be patiently trained and encouraged to channel their energies. No one makes it to maturity without passing through adolescence.

c) The Mature - Hebrews 5:14, 6:1 - CHASAH - the confident faith that takes refuge in the Lord - Psalm 57:1

The mature believer is able to take meat, the advance doctrine of the Word. A believer who has arrived at spiritual maturity knows enough about the Bible to take responsibility for his own life. He knows how to apply the Word of God to himself so rather than airing all his problems he knows how to solve them.  He is not ready to take on every one else's problems but he can take control of his own life. He understands that God has a plan for his life and sets about fulfilling that plan. He gives himself to training and discipline, exercising himself and building spiritual muscle.

d) The Hero of Faith - Isaiah 53:12, Hebrews 11 - YACHAL - the healing faith of Job 13:15

Heroes of faith are men and women who have gone beyond maturity and have learned to fight the good fight. They have advanced beyond simply taking responsibility for their own lives to becoming responsible for the lives of other people.  They are always willing to pick up fallen comrades, to treat their wounds, to encourage them and supply their needs. Heroes of the faith still make mistakes, they still fail but they always stand back up and go back into battle.

e) The Friend of God - James 2:23-25 - QAWAH - the enduring faith of Isaiah 40:31

The highest of all possible achievements in life is to become a friend of God. Every believer has the potential and the assets necessary to reach this point, but very few Christians do. It takes persistency and tenacity. The only people who make it this far are those who absolutely refuse to quit.

3 - TYPES – INANIMATE OBJECTS

ATHLETICS
1. Paul uses the athlete, the soldier and the farmer as analogies for us to see the virtues of the Christian life illustrated. 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Philippians 3:15-17, 2 Timothy 2:5, 4:5-8, Hebrews 12:1-3. Refer SOLDIER, ARMOUR, and passages referred to in EBCWA commentaries.

2.The Angelic Conflict requires concentrated effort and spiritual power to be safe, let alone victorious, and this mental attitude is illustrated by these three activities. Refer ANGELIC CONFLICT, ATTITUDE.  Paul would not let his body’s desires stop him reaching his goals. 1 Corinthians 9:27, 2 Corinthians 6:3-10, 11:23-31. 

3. The rules of the athletic contests of the ancient world were as strict as our own Olympic rules. It is this concept of operating within the rules (the Plan of God) that Paul appeals to, as well as to the virtues and mental attitude needed to win. Unless the rules were followed the athlete did not even have a chance to compete, certainly not to win, and unless they operated perfectly and with 100% commitment they had no chance to be victorious. These principles apply to us as believers. 

4. The rules for the Ancient Games were as follows:


Every athlete had to be a citizen of the place they represented; no foreigners could compete.


During their training they had to live in the Gymnasium.


The gym ran by trumpet calls, and all calls had to be obeyed totally.


They could wear only oil and sand, not matter what the temperature.


All exercises had to be completed well. Failure to complete all exercises well was not tolerated.


All distractions were banned; no sex, no business, no visits from relatives.


Strict dietary rules were enforced; only certain foods were allowed.


Each contest had it’s own rules which were strictly enforced.


Any deviation from any of the rules meant disqualification and loss of all crowns of victory.

5. We are warned that God will not tolerate any unholiness at all. 1 Peter 1:15-16.  refer HOLINESS. If we are to run our Christian race, we must run in accordance with God’s spiritual standards for life, and with 100% commitment or we will be disqualified and our life will be run in vain. Refer REWARDS. We are urged to be fearful of falling short of the standard of success for eternity, for if we fail to run our race as God directs we enter eternity without the best that God desires us to have. Luke 12:41-48, 13:23-30, 2 Corinthians 13:3-6.

BLOOD SACRIFICE

1. Ever since the earliest recorded time God has required a blood sacrifice for sin. It is implied by the coats of skin provided by the Lord in the garden after Adam and Eve had attempted to clothe their nakedness with leaves. Abel brought an acceptable animal sacrifice, unlike Cain's who brought an unacceptable bloodless offering.

2. The requirement for blood sacrifices was continued with Noah after the flood; (cf. the near sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham); and was established as a requirement not only by the Passover lamb but also in the Levitical offerings.

3. When recording the will of God for Israel in the matter of food and the abstinence from eating "any manner of blood" Moses states "For the life of the flesh is in the blood; and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul." (Leviticus 17:10,11)

4. It is clear from the above that the life of an innocent victim (the animal sacrifice) acted as a shadow until the once and for all payment was paid with the true sacrifice of Christ.

5. There is an absolute necessity of the unique sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ as indicated by the phrase "the blood of Christ". (Romans 3:25, Ephesians 1:7, Hebrews 9:22)

6. Up to the time of the once and for all sacrifice the sins of believers were set aside adjacent to them (Gk. para) but since the cross they have been taken fully away.

7. The twelve elements of grace which involve the blood of Christ:-

a) The New Covenant. (Hebrews 8:8, 9:20-21)

b) The blood is the life. (John 6:53)

c) Purchase and Redemption. (Acts 20:28, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 1:18-19)

d) Propitiation. (Romans 3:25)

e) Justification. (Romans 5:9)

f) Sanctification. (Hebrews 13:12)

g) Cleansing. (Hebrews 9:14, 1 John 1:7, Revelation 7:14)

h) Victory. (Revelation 12:11)

i) The blood of sprinkling. (Hebrews 10:22, 1 Peter 1:2)

j) Made nigh. (Ephesians 2:13)

k) Peace. (Colossians 1:20)

l) Boldness to enter. (Hebrews 10:19)

8. It is of interest that the resurrection body consists of flesh and bone but apparently no blood.

BRANCH: A PICTURE OF CHRIST

1. Christ is known as the branch in four ways, which corresponds to the four gospels.

a) MATTHEW is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the King of Israel. Jesus is called the BRANCH OF DAVID (Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah. 23;5; Jeremiah. 33:15) and as such is shown as the coming King of Israel which will be fulfilled in the Millennium

b) MARK is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the Suffering Servant. Jesus is called MY SERVANT THE BRANCH (Zechariah. 3:8) which he fulfilled during the incarnation at the first advent. (Isaiah 53)

c) LUKE is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the Perfect Man. Jesus is called THE MAN WHOSE NAME IS THE BRANCH (Zechariah 6:12) specifically referring to His reign on the earth during the Millennium.

d) JOHN is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as God. Jesus is called THE BRANCH OF THE LORD (Isaiah 4:2) and refers to Jesus as God with us-Emmanuel. (Isaiah 7:14)

2. THE FALSE BRANCH -At Christmas it is common practice in Europe to kiss under the mistletoe as a form of reconciliation. The mistletoe is a parasite which is called a branch and is a false parody on the reconciliation provided by the true BRANCH.

CHRISTIAN SOLDIER IN EPHESIANS 6

1.  General Scripture Ephesians 6:11-17. 

This passage relates to the armour which the Roman soldier wore and analogises its use into the spiritual realm.

2.  USE OF THE ARMOUR Ephesians 6:11 

"Put on the whole armour of God."  Ephesians 6:11a.   We are instructed to "put on" (ENDUO Gk) - this means "to clothe" - it is a command by God to the Christian soldier.  We are to "clothe ourselves" or to "dress ourselves".  "Whole armour" (PANOPLIA Gk) - the complete armour "of God" (THEOS Gk) true source of the armour is God.

The whole armour of God is given in Ephesians 6:14-17. It comprises:-

a) The Belt of Truth Ephesians 6:14a

b) Breastplate of Righteousness Ephesians 6:14b

c) Boots Ephesians 6:15

d) Shield Ephesians 6:16

e) Helmet of Salvation Ephesians 6:17a

f) Sword of the Spirit Ephesians 6:17b

PRINCIPLES:

i) The Roman soldier wore all his armour for his own safety and protection.

ii) When the Roman soldier was highly disciplined he ruled the world.

iii) When the Roman soldier became degenerate the Empire declined and fell.

iv) The Roman soldier was in the army 7 days a week.

3.  SPIRITUAL ANALOGY

a) As Christian soldiers we wear our armour for our own safety and protection.

b) When we are highly disciplined in the Christian life we are very effective in our warfare.

c) If we become degenerate or apostate our Christian witness and effectiveness declines and we become casualties in the spiritual warfare.

d) The Christian soldier is in the battle 7 days a week. A part time soldier never amounts to an effective soldier.

“That ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil."  Ephesians 6:11 b. 

"to stand" (histemi (Gk) - to hold your ground.  We are in a spiritual warfare and the purpose of the armour is to hold our ground against the foe.  "the wiles (methodeia dia Gk) - tactics, cunning or fraud"  "of the devil” (diabolos Gk).

We therefore have the whole armour of God to enable us to stand firm against the devil's tactics.

PRINCIPLE: By learning the tactics likely to be employed by your opponent the Christian soldier is able to go on the offensive using the sword of the Spirit - the Word of God. (verse l7).

4.  THE ENEMY (Ephesians 6:12)

"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness 

of this world against spiritual wickedness in high places. "

"Wrestle" - "the wrestling" (he pale estin Gk) hand to hand combat not wrestling as a sport.  "not against flesh and blood" 

– not against other members of the human race, but against:-

a) PRINCIPALITIES (arche Gk) Ruling demons.

b) POWERS (exousia Gk) - Demons with authority, officers in the demon army.

c) RULERS OF THE DARKNESS OF THIS WORLD (kosmokrator Gk) - world rulers, demons close to the seats of government such as the demons of (Daniel 10:13, 20).

d) SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN HIGH PLACES (pneu matikos poneria Gk) - the demon army.

Quite clearly our fight is against a spiritual foe.  From Hebrews 2:7 we know that as human beings we are inferior to angels.  Therefore in order to have success against superior forces we must have God's armour.

5.  BE PREPARED (Ephesians 6:13)

"Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day and having done all, 

to stand. "

Since the resurrection ascension and session of Jesus Christ the attack of Satan has moved from the line of Christ to the 

individual believer. Our dependence on the whole armour is imperative yet many believers reject part or all of the armour. 

There are many casualties as a consequence.

We are again exhorted to put on the whole armour of God.

6.  THE BELT OF TRUTH (Ephesians 6:14a, Isaiah 11:5)

"Stand therefore having your loins girt about with truth.”

The Roman belt was a wide girdle of leather worn around the waist from which hung the scabbard for the sword and loops for rations and equipment. The leather belt was supported by a cross shoulder strap studded with metal plates with thick leather strips hanging down to protect the lower body. The belt therefore was the basic armour on which the defence of the soldier was based.

PRINCIPLE: Our basic defence is the truth contained within the Word of God. The sword of the Spirit hangs securely to the believer by means of the promises contained within it. The greater our trust in the truth of God the greater our protection against the enemy.

7.  THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (Ephesians 6:14b, Isaiah 59:17)

"and having on the breastplate of righteousness."

The breastplate (thorax Gk) was usually made of leather overlaid with metal strips. Shaped like a sleeveless coat it was in the higher ranks often covered with gold or silver. The belt held the breastplate firmly in place, its primary function being to protect every vital area of the soldier's body.

PRINCIPLE: The righteousness of Christ protects us. We stand in his righteousness alone. He gave us his righteousness at the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21). Our continued protection through his righteousness is through the filling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) (See topic Holy Spirit: Filling of the Spirit).

8.  THE BOOTS (Ephesians 6:15, Isaiah 52:7)

"And your feet shod, with the preparation of the gospel of peace".

The boots (caligae Gk) were made of hobnail studded leather soles 15mm (1/2") thick secured with a leather tie over the instep and round the ankles. Good footwear is essential for the soldier with infantry still being essential even in these days of sophisticated armaments.

PRINCIPLE: In spiritual terms the feet are often analogised to service. The feet take one towards the enemy. The gospel of peace is a direct attack on the enemy. Peace in this context talks of reconciliation between God and man. (Romans 1:1 4-16, 2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

9.  THE SHIELD OF FAITH (Ephesians 6:16; 1 John 5:4)

"Above all taking the shield of faith wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of' the wicked."

The Roman shield (thureos Gk) was shaped like a door being made of glued planks wrapped in canvas or calf skin, the top and bottom edges being protected by iron. The shield was the most active of the defensive armour carried by the Roman soldier. Loss of shield often meant death to the soldier.

PRINCIPLE: The Christian soldier's shield is walking actively in the promises and principles set out in the Word of God. If we do not use our faith we can become spiritual casualties. Using the shield of faith we can claim -the 7,000 promises for the Christian walk including Isaiah 41:10; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 John 4:4.

10.  THE HELMET OF SALVATION (Ephesians 6:17a; Isaiah 59:17)

"And take the Helmet of salvation.”

With the exception of the standard bearer who wore a wolf's head, every Roman soldier wore a metal helmet (perik Gk) 

usually made of bronze over an iron skull cap. This protected the most important part of the soldier - his head.

PRINCIPLE: Before a person can be a soldier for Christ, he has to be born again. He has to wear the helmet of salvation. One of the wiles of the devil is to make the believer feel that he has lost his salvation.  If a believer loses his assurance of salvation he takes his helmet of salvation off and is totally vulnerable to the attack of the foe.

11.  THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT (Ephesians 6:17b), "and the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.

The sword referred to is the machaira or Roman short sword. The sword represents the basic offensive weapon for close 

combat. It was only effective when out of its sheath.

PRINCIPLE: The sword in its sheath is potentially devastating but it is only effective when it is used to combat and defeat the enemy. We must therefore conquer using principles, promises and doctrines from the Word of God.

CLOUDS

1. Clouds portray great armies or people. - Revelation 1. They are used for armies Isaiah 60:8, Jeremiah 4:13.

2. Clouds disappearing represent the blotting out of sin Isaiah 44:22

3. The day of clouds is one of catastrophe and divine judgement Lamentations 2:1, Ezekiel 34:12, Joel 2:2.

4. The cloud represent things that are transitory such as happiness. - Job 30:15

5. Clouds without rain are human promises without fulfilment Isaiah 18:4, 25:5, Jude 12

6. Clouds portray false teachers 2 Peter 2:17

7. Clouds also portray divine presence Exodus 16:10, 33:9 Numbers 11:25, Job 22:14, Psalm 18:11,12, Isaiah 19:1

8. Cloud formations represent the power and wisdom of God. Psalm 135:6,7, 147:8, Proverbs 8:28

9. Clouds are used to illustrate man's ignorance :- Man cannot number the clouds - Job 38:37, He cannot account for their spreading - Job 36:29, He cannot balance the clouds - Job 37:15,16

10. Clouds close the scene of the incarnation Acts 1:9, of the Transfiguration - Matthew 17:5,

11. Clouds are used to represent the church coming with the Lord Jesus Christ 

12. There are clouds of darkness at the Second Coming - Ezekiel 32:7,8, Zechariah 14:6, Luke 21:25-27, Revelation 6:12.

DOORS

There are a number of doors mentioned in the Scriptures

1. Door of Salvation (John 10:7-9) Christ is the opportunity for salvation.

2. Door of Service (1 Corinthians 16:9, Colossians 4:3, Acts 14:27) Taking the opportunities to serve God.

3. Door of the Rapture (Revelation 4:1) The opening of heaven at the Rapture.

4. Door of Judgement (James 5:9) Judging and criticizing bringing discipline to the believer.

5. Door of Restoration and Fellowship (Revelation 3:20)  Christ seeks to come into the lives of "lukewarm believers" and restore them to fellowship with Him.

FOOTSTOOL

1. General scripture: (Psalm 110:1; Hebrews 1)

2. The footstool was set up so that the enemy of the conquering Roman general passed under it in complete submission.

3. Israel under the dispersion no longer represents Christ on this earth.

4. Israel is replaced by the Church, the Body of Christ (Acts 2:47;  1Corinthians 12:12-14;  Ephesians 1:22,23; 2:16; 4:4,5; 5:23,24, 30-32;  Colossians 1:18,24; 2:19).

5. The Body of Christ is being completed by entering every believer of the Church into union with Christ (Hebrews 2:10; Romans 11:25).

6. When the Body is completed, the Rapture of the Church occurs (1Thessalonians 4:13-18).

7. Then the Body becomes the Bride and is prepared for accompanying Christ to the judgement at the Second Advent by:-

a) the Bride receiving a resurrection body like Christ's (1Corinthians 15:51-57; Philippians 3:21; 1John 3:1,2).

b) The Bride's sinful nature being removed (Philippians 3:21).

c) The Bride cleansed from human good (1Corinthians 3:12-15).

8. The bride returns in triumph with Christ at the Second Advent (1Thessalonians 3:13; Revelation 19:6-8).

9. Then follows the Footstool:

a) Satan imprisoned (Revelation 20:1-3)

b) Demons removed from the earth (Zechariah 13:2; 1Corinthians 15:24,25; Colossians 2:15).

10. The removal of the demons changes the environment of the earth and causes perfect conditions during the Millennium.

a) Religion removed (1Corinthians 10:20,21).

b) False doctrine removed (1Timothy 4:1).

c) Perfect environment restored.

11. The final footstool is at the Last Judgement when all the unbelievers are judged and cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:11-15).

FOUR GOSPELS – MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE, JOHN

1. The four gospels are Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

2. All were written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. (2 Timothy 3:16), but each writer saw things from a different perspective, and therefore have variations in the things they wrote about.

3. All the gospels are compatible but the emphasis of the writers is on different characteristics of Jesus Christ.

a) Matthew  Christ the King

b) Mark     Christ the Servant

c) Luke     Christ the Perfect Man

d) John     Christ the Son of God

4. The gospels have equivalents in the four wing creatures in (Revelation 4:7) - the living creatures. (cf. Ezekiel 1:10)

a) Matthew  King     Head of a Lion

b) Mark     Servant  Head of an Ox

c) Luke     Man      Head of a Man

d) John     God      Head of an Eagle

5. The gospels have equivalents in the four colours of the material of the entrance into the tabernacle. (Exodus 26:36)

a) Matthew  King     Purple of Royalty

b) Mark     Servant  Scarlet of Sacrifice

c) Luke     Man      White of Purity

d) John     God      Blue of Deity

e) It should be noted that the colours of the robe of the ephod of the High Priest were purple, scarlet, white and blue.

6. The gospels have equivalents in the Branch.

a) Matthew  Branch of David  (Isaiah 11:1, Jeremiah 23:5, 33:15)

b) Mark     Servant the Branch  (Zechariah 3:8)

c) Luke     Man whose name is the branch  (Zechariah 6:12,13)

d) John     Branch of Jehovah  (Isaiah 4:2)

I AM – JESUS CHRIST AS GOD
The use of the “ I AM” means that the Lord was saying that He is God.  In Exodus 3:14 God reveals Himself to Moses as, I AM THAT I AM.  Using this phrase at His arrest in John 18:2-6, He caused the army group to fall backwards due to His power as God flashing forth for a millisecond, before being led away as a willing sacrifice.  We are not confronted with the Jesus of liberalism here, but with the Lord of lords, King of kings, God stepping down to speak authoritatively to mankind.  There are seven “I AM’s” in the New Testament.

1. PROVISION - I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE John 6:30-35 - The feeding of the five thousand - a  miracle involving bread.    God provided miraculous physical food in the desert for forty years - Manna. Christ is our spiritual food.  He says that he is the only source of spiritual food for you. There is life in no other. No one else can satisfy the spiritual hunger in man. He tells us He is the bread from heaven - He shows Himself as God. The bread of the Passover - unleavened, pierced and griddled; speaking of his body.

2. SPIRITUALITY - I AM THE LIGHT John 8:12 - The feast of Tabernacles (where He also told the people to have the everlasting water John 7:37-39).  When the Lord says this He is saying that He is the only source of pure light as shown in His matchless character.  He is stating that He is God. 1 John 1 says that God is light and in Him is there no darkness at all.  We are to walk in the light in fellowship with God.

3. SALVATION - I AM THE DOOR John 10:7 - The Sheepfolds of Jerusalem, Psalms 22-24.   To be the door of the sheepfold, He is the only way into the plan of God.  Anyone that tries to come any other way is a liar and a thief.  If this is not true there is no way to God.

4. GUIDANCE - I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD  John 10:11 - the good shepherd, the only one who really cares.  Many from other religions say that they really care but it is Jesus the good shepherd, the only one who really cares. All other systems drop you into hell.

5. RESURRECTION - I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE John 11:20-25 - The death of Lazarus. Christ conquers death proving He is God, the resurrection and the life, He is the way the truth and life forever. The only way to eternal life is in Christ Jesus. To reject Him is to have eternal life in the Lake of Fire

6. TRUTH/LIFE - I AM THE WAY THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE John 14: 6 - There is no other way to gain meaning in this life and eternal life than through him.   We are related to the King of kings and Lord of lords who came and died for us that we might live.  We should be obedient to our Lord who bought us with His blood. I am the way the truth and the life.  The only way to live is in the truth, the only way to have life and have it more abundantly is in Him. The only way to God is through the God man Jesus Christ.  We need to live in Him as He is the only one who has the truth.

7. PRODUCTION - I AM THE TRUE VINE John 15:1-5 - Walking from the Passover meal past the Temple towards Gethsemane, He talks about the spiritual production that is ours in union with Him. I am the true vine - the only way to spiritual productivity is in Christ Jesus through the fruit of the Spirit.  Love Joy Peace and the other fruit is only available in Christ.  You have to be in the vine to have fruit.  Many unbelievers want joy and peace but they cannot have it without Christ.

LEAVEN

1. Leaven in Principle:  Denotes any substance used to induce fermentation as in a dough or liquid.

2. First mention in Scripture:  Genesis 19:3 in connection with the angelic visitors to Lot's house prior to the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. Lot served them "unleavened bread".

3. First mention in Scripture relative to the Observation of a Feast:  Exodus 12:8, 15-20 - Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

a) Leaven was undesirable and became a symbol of evil.

b) Unleavened bread is a type of Christ and refers to His impeccability.

4. Leaven in Matthew 13:33 represents the infiltration of religious apostasy during the Tribulation.

5. The Leaven of the Sadducees is rationalism, the sin of human viewpoint, resulting in gospel rejection. (Matthew 16:6)

6. The Leaven of the Pharisees is the Satanic counterattack against sound doctrine by religion, legalism and ritualism. (Mark 8:15, Luke 12:1)

7. The Leaven of Herod is the sin of worldliness (Romans 12:2) and power lust within a local congregation. (Mark 8:15)

8. The Leaven of the Corinthians is the sin of licentiousness and perversion. (1 Corinthians 5:6, 7, 1 Corinthians 5:1,2)

9. The Leaven of the Galatians is the sin of legalism, specifically their insistence upon circumcision for salvation. (Galatians 5:9)

LIGHT 

1. God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all. (1 John 1:5)

2. The Lord is the visible manifestation of that light. (John 1:4, 8:12, 12:46)

3. The Lord's coming as the Light of the World was prophesied. (Isaiah 49:6)

4. The light was seen in the darkness of the world. (Matthew 4:16; Luke 2:32)

5. The Lord brought light and immortality through the gospel. (2 Timothy 1:10)

6. Believers are said to be light bearers. (Matthew 5:14-16; John 12:36)

7. We are said to be the children of the light. (John 11:9-10; Ephesians 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:5; 1 Peter 2:9)

8. Light is necessary for man's existence on the earth. (Ecclesiastes 11:7; Jeremiah 31:35)

9. Divine guidance of Israel was provided by God through light. (Exodus 14:20)

10. Bible doctrine in the soul is portrayed by light. (Psalm 119, 105,130)

11. The gospel is called light. (2 Corinthians 4:3,4; 2 Timothy 1:10)

12. Salvation brings the believer out of darkness into light just as the planet Earth was brought out of darkness into light by God. (Luke 1:79; 1 Peter 2:9).

13. Satan is the distorter, the angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:14)

14. Satan's strategy is to outshine the true light with his own false gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3-6)

MANNA

1. Manna came down every day but it did not (Exodus 16:4,5, 16:22-27). God provided manna every day except Saturday. God gave the Jews double on Friday. If extra was kept during the week except Friday it stank and bred worms. CONCEPT - some techniques and doctrines are used daily, some are more specialized and used periodically.

2. Those who gathered a lot of MANNA did not have more than those who gathered a little MANNA. The amount of MANNA matched your capacity for MANNA (Exodus 16:16-18, 2 Corinthians 8:15). This is the law of equality. God always matches capacity. 
Those who gathered a lot of manna did not have more than those who gathered a small amount. God matched their capacity. Everybody has equality in Christ but each believer does not have the same spiritual experience. God will never fail your capacity.

3. Manna spoiled but it did not spoil. (Exodus 16:19, 20). If it was kept overnight it spoiled but kept overnight on the sixth night it was preserved. In order to enjoy provision man must follow God's directions and plan.

4. Manna spoiled if it was kept overnight but it was preserved indefinitely in the ark of the covenant. (Exodus 16:19, 20, Hebrews 9:4, Exodus 16:33)

5. Manna melted but it did not melt. (Exodus 16:21). Only manna that had been collected withstood the rays of the sun. Only bible doctrine absorbed into the soul can help in time of pressure or prosperity. Ungathered manna is like doctrine left in the Bible.

6. Manna tasted good to some and bad to others. (Exodus 16:31, Numbers 21:5) This illustrates positive or negative attitude towards the Word of God.

7. Manna came as a complaint from Israel. (Exodus 16:2-4) It was therefore a Grace provision, the Jews neither earned nor deserved it (Psalm 78:18-25). God was faithful in providing the manna. (Exodus 16:35)

8. The rejection of grace manna resulted in divine discipline. (Numbers 21:5, 6). God blesses the believer under grace, when he decides to move away from grace he falls from grace.(Galatians 5:4) Failing grace. (Hebrews 12:15)

MUSTARD SEED AND TREE

1. Mustard  is mentioned five times in the Scriptures Matthew 13:31, 17:20, Mark 4:32, Luke 13:19, 17:6

2. Its scriptural use is in reference to having faith by the grain of mustard seed. 

3. The tree known in Israel as the mustard tree has minute seeds and yellow flowers. Of all of the plants planted in Israel the black mustard has the smallest seed. 

4. Most Bible commentators agree that the plant is the black mustard and was the planted and grown for the production of the normal mustard but in our lord’s day it was grown  possibly for its oil content.

5. It has been found that isolated mustard plants can attain the height of 5 metres and have a reasonably thick trunk with branches strong enough to bear the weight birds.

6. Mark 4:32 describes the plant as greater than all herbs and the black mustard certainly fits this description.

NOAH’S ARK AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

1. The ark was made of one material - gopher wood. Wood = humanity of Christ. Jesus had to be true humanity to provide salvation.

2. The wood had to be cut down for the ark to be built . Living timber - the 33 years of the life of Christ. Cut down - the death of Christ on the cross.

3. "And pitch it within and without". "Pitch - kaphar - atonement. The blood of Christ guaranteed the protection from judgement. (Romans 8:1).

4. One set of plans - the dimensions itself gave a very seaworthy vessel for the type of conditions found in the flood.

5. Principle:  God sets down certain rules - God knows everything about naval architecture. It was divine revelation with no human speculation. In a similar manner in salvation God has laid down the principles - there is no speculation or human viewpoint in it. If Noah had been careless with his cubits Noah's Ark could well have foundered.

6. The Ark had one door - there is one door for salvation - "I am the way the truth and the life. No man cometh to the father but by me. " (John 14:6. John 10:7-9).

7. One window - represents there is only one way of having fellowship with God - through the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:4, 15-17). Window closed - sin, window open - fellowship.

8. The storm came from beneath the earth and above the earth. From the Hebrew it would appear that the pressure was such that at some time the Ark acted as a submarine. In a deliverance of this type there must be a supernatural element, the preservation of the atmosphere would fall into this category. 

The Ark was storm-proof - our union with Christ makes us judgement proof. (Romans 8:1) The judgement or storm fell on the Ark - our judgement falls on Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:2 1).

9. In the category of the human race there was one type of survivor - the believer - when the world is destroyed along with the universe there will be one category of survivor - the believer (2 Peter 3:6). The destruction of the world by water in the times of Noah is compared with the destruction by fire of the world at the end of the millennium. In verse 7 we are told that the heavens are held together by the Word of God - Logos - Jesus Christ. Our resurrection bodies will survive the fusion of the elements.

PARABLES

1. A parable is a short narrative from which a spiritual message is deduced.

2. All parables are from the life and time of Christ.

3. The parable gives an outward story which either a believer or an unbeliever can understand.

4. They also teach a truth, only believers who know Him who is Truth, can understand. Only believers can understand Spiritual Truth. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

5. The interpretation of these parables requires deduction compatible with known truth. 

6. The characters or incidents are figurative or typical.

7. Proper names or specific geographical locations are never used in parables. Thus the rich man and Lazarus in Hades is a true story.

8. Parable - para bole - to throw together. It signifies a placing of one thing beside another with a view to comparison. 

PARABLES OF CHRIST

PARABLES



PLACE



REFERENCES

Parable of the Sower


Capernaum


Matthew 13:1-23

Parable of the Tares


Capernaum


Matthew 13:24-43

Growing Seed 



Capernaum


Mark 4:26-29

Grain of Mustard Seed


Capernaum


Matthew 12:31, 32

Leaven




Capernaum


Matthew 13:33


Found Treasure



Capernaum


Matthew 13:44

Precious pearl



Capernaum


Matthew 13:45-46

Net




Capernaum


Matthew 13:47-50

Two Debtors



Capernaum


Luke 7:36-50

Unmerciful Servant


Capernaum


Matthew 18:21-35

Samaritan



Near Jericho


Luke 10:25-37

Rich fool




Galilee



Luke 12:13-21

Servants who waited for their Lord

Galilee



Luke 12:35-48

Barren Fig Tree



Galilee



Luke 13:6-9

Lost Sheep



Galilee



Luke 15:3-7

Lost coin 



Galilee



Luke 15:8-10

Prodigal Son



Galilee



Luke 15:11-32

Dishonest steward


Galilee



Luke 16:1-12

Unjust Judge



Paraea


.
Luke 18:1-8

Pharisee and publican


Paraea



Luke 18:9-14

Labourers in the vineyard


Paraea



Matthew 20:1-16

Pounds




Jericho



Luke 19:12-27

Two sons



Jerusalem


Matthew 21:28-32

Vineyard




Jerusalem


Matthew 21:33-46

Marriage feast



Jerusalem


Matthew 22:1-14

The Virgins



Jerusalem


Matthew 25:1-13

Talents




Jerusalem


Matthew 25:14-30

Sheep and the Goats


Jerusalem


Matthew 25:31-46

PEARL

1. Pearl is of great value - believer in union with Christ is the great value to God.

2. A Pearl is a complete unit - we as believers are completed by union with Christ.

3. The pearl is taken from the sea. Nations are called the sea. Believers come from every nation.

4. The pearl is formed through suffering - the Church is formed through the suffering of Christ on the cross.

5. The pearl that was purchased was bought by a person who sold all that he had - the price is the work of Jesus Christ on the cross.

6. The pearl is displayed - believers are still on this earth representing the Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

RAINBOWS

1. The significance of rainbows is found in Genesis 9:12-16

2. There were no rainbows before the flood because of the weather conditions.

3. The first rainbow was a sign from God that there would be no more judgement of this kind. This promise was the word of God before there was any written canon of scripture.

4. The colour in the spectrum of the rainbow is light refracted from sunlight hitting mist. It comes when rain lessens or is finished.

5. The rainbow as the refraction of light of the sun is a token of God's promise. The essence of God is like white light - it contains all his attributes. All the colours seen are like all his attributes and all his promises are backed by all the aspects of his perfect character.

6. In a rainbow here, green is dominant and the translucence is like eternal life. (Revelation 4:3)

7. A rainbow is a joint production of storm and sunshine. So too, eternal life in the believer is a production of storm (Christ judged for all sins) and sunshine (salvation).

8. The rainbow in every aspect is a token of the Grace of God, salvation plus the promises of time and eternity.

SALT 

1. Salt is a preserver and speaks of eternal life.

2. Salt is a seasoner and speaks of the inner happiness designed by God for every believer. The Christian life is a full flavoured life.

3. Salt is the antithesis of leaven. Leaven corrupts, salt preserves.

4. The eating of salt depicts the appropriation of salvation. The believer receives eternal life at the point of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ. (1 John 5:11, 12)

5. The believer on earth is the salt of the earth in Matthew 5:13 Since believers living in nations are often the reason for the preservation of the nations, salt is an unseen preserver. As long as the disciples were alive (with the exception of John), the nation Judah survived.

6. Loss of the preserver salt in Matthew 5:13 is the believer out of fellowship.

7. The salt of the covenant - when a contract was drawn up in the ancient world both parties ate salt to seal the contract.

8. Customs of the ancient world whereby salt was used for protection. Under the laws of hospitality, if, as an enemy of 
the host, you both ate salt at his table, you were preserved from harm while you were in the tent.

SHADOWS

1. Shadows are analogies for various items in the bible. They are used for:-

a) Hospitality (Genesis 19:8)

b) Life in contrast to eternity (1 Chronicles 29:15)

c) Dying Grace (Psalm 23:4)

d) God's protection (Psalm 17-8, 36:7, 57:1)

e) Empty, superficial type living (Psalm 144:4, Ecclesiastes 6:12, 8:13.

f) Love protection of a man over a woman (Songs of Solomon 2:3)

g) Instability (James 1:17)

h) Bad foreign policy (Isaiah 30:1-3)

i) Pressure, destroying the normal functions of life. (Job 17:7, Psalm 102:11, 109:23)

j) Ritual in the Old Testament. (Colossians 2:17, Hebrews 8:5, 10:1)

2. In order for there to be shadows there must be light. Jesus Christ is the light.

3. In the Old Testament, the Mosaic Law is the shadow or illustration of the light and truths of Christ. (Psalm 57:1)

4. Shadows are never the reality, only the coming of the reality, Jesus Christ. (Colossians 2:17)

5. Once Christ came, the shadows were replaced by reality.

6. Substance of this reality is the truth of the New Testament epistles, which are retrospective.

7. To continue with shadows, is an empty expression of legalism.

SIGNS

1. A sign is something which stands for, or looks forward to something else.

a) Things such as- The Temple, Regalia, Stars and Uniforms.

b) Festivals such as the Jewish Feasts which spoke of the Plan of God.

c) Sacrifices such as Levitical Offerings which spoke of the work of Jesus Christ.

d) Customs such as Circumcision.

e) Names including the names of People and Places.

f) Supernatural Acts such as Miracles.

2. Signs were given by God to individuals as a proof of their authority. (Deuteronomy 13:1-4, Judges 6:17, Ezekiel 12:6,11, Hebrews 2:4)

3. Signs were for unbelieving Israel as a warning of coming judgement. (Isaiah 20:3, 28:11, Jeremiah 6:1, Ezekiel 4:3)

4. Signs for believers were for reminders of God's Grace (Exodus 13:9) such as the Covenant, (Exodus 31:13,17) and His Holiness. (Ezekiel 14:8)

5. The life of the Lord was a sign. (Matthew 12:38-42, Luke 2:34-35, John 6:30-35)

6. His death and resurrection were also signs. (Matthew 12:39, 24:30, John 2:18-22, 3:14-15)

7. The Apostles had temporary sign gifts to prove their authority from God. (Act 14:8-28, 1 Corinthians 1:22, Acts 19:11-12 cf. 1 Timothy 5:23, Philippians 2:25)

8. Asking for signs is not a sign of spirituality. (Matthew 12:38-39, John 6:30-35, 12:32-34)

9.  Signs of the First Advent in Luke.

a) The virgin birth itself, in fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy; the visitation of the angels both to Mary and Elizabeth, were all miraculous events. (Luke 1:26-38)

b) The attendant birth of John the Baptist is also described with its associated signs, and the recognition by the baby in the womb of Elizabeth was a sign of things to come. (Luke 1:5-25, 43-45 cf. Psalm 110:1)

c) Mary's prophecy of her son's role as Saviour and Sacrifice. (Luke 1:54-56)

d) The signs associated with John's birth. (Luke 1:65-66)

e) The prophetic song of Zachariah. (Luke 1:67-80)

f) The angelic visit to the shepherds. (Luke 2:10-11)

g) The song of Simeon. (Luke 2:25-35)

h) The song of Anna. (Luke 2:36-38)

i) The sign of the prophet Isaiah in the preaching of John the Baptist. (Luke 3:3-18)

10. Seven signs in John.

a) Wedding at Cana at Galilee.  2:1-11

b) Healing of the Nobleman's son.  4:46-54

c) The Cripple by the Pool of Siloam.  5:1-16

d) The feeding of the Five Thousand.  6:1-14

e) The healing of the Blind Man.  9:1-38

f) The raising of Lazarus.  11:1-46

g) The resurrection of the Lord.  20,21

STONE: CHRIST AS A STONE

1. The word for stone, takes us to the Messianic prophecies of the stone. Matthew 21:42, Mark 12:10,11, Luke 20:17, Acts 4:11, Romans 9:32, 33, 10:11,13.

2. Peter uses the word ‘stone’ in four ways through 1 Peter chapter 2 to draw attention to the nature of the Lord’s work for mankind and to demonstrate the finality of man’s rejection of his work.   

[a] The Lord is the “living stone” (verse 4); the one who gives life from death. Like the rock in the desert living waters come from him, but he is a hewn stone, not just a rock. The hewn stone (lithos) is a stone that has been under the mason’s hammer and chisel, and the Lord placed himself under discipline and obedience to win our salvation.

[b] He becomes, through his obedience to the Father’s plan, the “precious cornerstone” (vs 6 -8); the key foundation of the new building, the church. Only those who are part of this Holy Spirit constructed structure are saved and secure for all eternity.    

[c] By most men he becomes the “rejected stone” (vs 4-7). They have observed him and they reject him as “unfit”, but God makes him the cornerstone of the future direction of history.

[d] He is to those who reject him the “stone of stumbling” (vs 8). They will stumble and fall into eternity without hope because of their arrogant rejection of God’s provided Saviour.

STONES – JASPER AND SARDIUS

1. The appearance of God on His throne is like a jasper stone and a sardius (Revelation 4:3)

2. These two stones were first and last in the breastplate of the High Priest (Exodus 28:17-20).  A picture of Christ, the Alpha and Omega, our High Priest.  Because Jesus is our High Priest, we are welcome to "boldly approach the throne" in heaven  (Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 4:14-16).

3. The twelve stones in the breastplate were engraved with the names of the sons of Jacob.

4. The sardius (ruby) had the name "Reuben" meaning "behold a Son."  This speaks of the First Advent (incarnation) of Jesus.  The ruby is blood red, picturing the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.

5. The jasper had the name of "Benjamin" meaning "Son of My right hand".  This speaks of the Second Advent, in glory  (Psalm 110:1; Hebrews 1:13).  The jasper is crystal, picturing the glory of God  (Revelation 21:11).

SYMBOLS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

There are a number of symbols for the Holy Spirit in the Bible.

1. Dove. (Matthew 3:16)

2. Oil. (Exodus 35:28)

3. Water. (John 7:38-39)

4. Wind. (Acts 2:2)

5. Fire. (Acts 2:3)

6. Seal. (Ephesians 1:13, 4:30)

7. Pledge. (Ephesians 1:14)

THORNS

1. Thorns are associated with the curse and sin of mankind. (Genesis 3:18)

2. The unconquered inhabitants of the land were to be thorns to Israel. (Numbers 33:55, Judges 2:3)

3. Thorns are used as an analogy to negative attitude to Bible doctrine. (Proverbs 26:9, 22:5)

4. Removal of the curse during the Millennium is expressed by the removal of thorns. (Isaiah 55:13, Ezekiel 28:24)

5. A thorn is used as an expression for maximum suffering. (2 Corinthians 12:7)

6. Thorns are related to depression and economic recession under an agricultural economy. (Jeremiah 12:13)

7. Thorns are used for details of life which cause rebellion against God and His word. (Matthew 13:7, 13:22)

TREES

There are many references to trees in the Bible but the most important is the tree on which the Lord Jesus Christ died

1. Man’s fall was associated with a tree Genesis 3:6,7

2. Everyone who hangs on a tree is cursed Deuteronomy 21:23, Galatians 3:13

3. Salvation is associated with a tree Hebrews 12:2, 1 Peter 2:24

4. The tree cast into the water at Marah made the bitter waters sweet Exodus 15:23-26

5. The man who walks close to God and his Word is like a tree planted by rivers of water Psalm 1:1-3

6. The blessed man is again seen as like a tree near the river Jeremiah 17:7,8

7. The winner of souls is likened to a tree Proverbs 11:30

8. Longevity in the Millennium is likened to the years of a tree Isaiah 65:22

9. Nebuchadnezzar the King of the Chaldean empire who is brought low is the tree cut down in Daniel 4

TYPES OF CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

1. IMMANUEL - God with us. (Isaiah 7:14). He is further described in (Isaiah 9:6). "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given and the government shall be upon his shoulders and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

2. SUFFERING SERVANT - The Redeemer. (Isaiah 42:1-4; 49:1-6; 50:4-9; 52:13-53:12).

3. THE BRANCH - in four forms.

a) Branch of David. (Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15).

b) Servant the Branch (Zechariah 3:8).

c) Man whose name is the Branch. (Zechariah 6:12).

d) Branch of the Lord (1 Samuel 4:2).

4. SON OF MAN (Daniel 7:13,14).

5. SON OF DAVID (Psalm 2:7; 2 Samuel 7:12,13).

6. STAR AND SCEPTRE - In the prophecy of Balaam in (Numbers 24:17) it states, "I shall see Him but not now. I shall behold Him but not nigh.  There shall come a Star out of Jacob and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel. "

a) THE STAR relates to kinship (Revelation 22:16)

b) THE SCEPTRE relates to royalty. (Psalm 45:6; Amos 1:5,8).

7. SHILOH - In the prophecy of the tribes in (Genesis 49:10) "the Sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh come and unto Him shall the gathering of the people be. "

a) SHILOH is the equivalent of the Prince of Peace.

b) SHILOH was where Joshua erected the Tabernacle.

c) SHILOH also has the meaning WHOSE IT IS - the rulership principle.

8. CORNERSTONE (Isaiah 28:16). The cornerstone is in sharp contrast to the Empires of the ancient world. (Daniel 2:34-44).

a) Jesus is shown as the rejected stone. (Psalm 118:22,2 3) as well as the headstone.

b) We are called 'living stones' (1 Peter 2:4-7).

c) It is on this cornerstone that Christ builds His church.

9. ANGEL OF JEHOVAH - many examples (Genesis 16; 18; 22; Exodus 3; Joshua 5; Judges 6).

WELLS

1. The wells mentioned in the book of Genesis have important names and are associated with significant events.

2. "Beer-lahai-roi" means the well of the living one who sees me. (Genesis 16:14, 24:62, 25:11)

3. "Beer-sheba means the well of the oath or covenant. (Genesis 21:25-33, 22:19)

4. "Esek" means contention. (Genesis 26:20)

5. "Sitnah" means hatred. (Genesis 26:21)

6. "Rehoboth" means enlargement. (Genesis 26:22)

4 - INSTITUTIONS
CHURCH AND ISRAEL

The Church is different to Israel.

1. The Jews started with Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3).  The Church started at Pentecost. (Acts 2; Galatians 3:26-28)

2. Israel was promised blessings on earth. (Deuteronomy 28:1-14)  The Church is promised blessings in heavenly places. (Ephesians 1:3; Hebrews 3:1)

3. Israel's relationship to God was based on a Covenant. (Genesis 17:7,8)  The Church's relationship to God is based on new birth. (John 1:12;13; 1 Peter 1:23)

4. Israel's prophecy is mainly in the Old Testament.  Prophecy of the Church is only in the New Testament.

5. Israel worshipped at Jerusalem. (Psalm 122:1-4)  The Church worships where two or three are gathered together in Christ's name. (Matthew 18:20)

6. Israel lived under the law. (Ezekiel 20:10-12)  The Church is under grace (John 1:17; Romans 6:14).

7. Israel's destiny is with Palestine. (Isaiah 60:18-21 )  The Church will be removed from the earth.(l Thessalonians 4:13-18)

8. Christ is King and Messiah to Israel.  Christ is Head and Bridegroom to the Church.

9. Israel contained Jews only.  The Church is made up of both Jews and Gentiles.

LEVITICAL AND MELCHIZEDEK PRIEST FORMATS

1.  Perfection which is eternal fellowship with God cannot be produced by the Levitical Priesthood.

2.  Since perfection cannot be produced by the Levitical Priesthood it cannot be produced by the Mosaic Law which authorised the Levitical Priesthood.

3.  Since neither can produce perfection, there must be some change which can produce perfection which means you cannot be saved or spiritual by keeping the law.

4.  The Levitical Priesthood is earthly and limited by death, but the new priesthood is heavenly, eternal and universal among believers in the Christian way of life. (1 Peter 2:5, 2:9, Revelation 1:6, Revelation 5:10, 20:6)

5.  Since the purpose of God is the production of perfection through the new priesthood, the old Levitical Priesthood must be set aside.

6.  The Melchizedek priesthood is therefore infinitely higher and superior to the Levitical Priesthood.

7.  Summary of the Comparison of the Priesthoods

a) The Melchizedek priesthood was a picture of the priesthood of Christ (Hebrews)

b) The Levitical Priesthood 

i) Was based on the Law, which could not save

ii) Was based on physical birth into the family of Aaron

iii) Was available only to the family of Aaron

iv) The priests came from the tribe of Levi.  The kings came from the tribe of Judah.  No person could be a priest and a king.

v) Was based on mere men, with their own weaknesses and sin

vi) Ended when the priest died

c) The Royal Priesthood of Christ

i) Is based on Christ's sacrifice, which took away all sin for all time

ii) Is based on spiritual birth, being born again into the family of God

iii) Is universal to all believers in the Church Age

iv) It is a royal priesthood - because of the Kingship and Priestly office of Jesus Christ

v) Is based on the perfect person of Christ

vi) Is eternal, since Christ lives forever

LEVITICAL OFFERINGS REPRESENT CHRIST

1. The Levitical offerings and sacrifices were a picture of the work of Jesus Christ.  (Hebrews 10:1)

2. There are five offerings in Leviticus 1-6

a) Burnt animal offerings Chapter 1 The work of Christ.

b) Cereal offerings Chapter 2 The person of Christ.

c) Peace offering Chapter 3 Reconciliation.

d) Sin offering Chapter 4 Unknown sins.

e) Trespass offering Chapter 5-6v7 Known sins.

3. Burnt animal offerings (Leviticus 1)

An innocent perfect animal was killed for the sins of the offerer which was a representation of Jesus dying for our sins on the cross.

a) Bullock v2-9  Offered by the rich person.

Bullock is a male without blemish = Jesus Christ as a perfect person.

Offering is on the brazen altar = The death on the cross.

Offered voluntarily = Faith in Christ is on the basis of free will.

Sinner, (offerer) puts his hand on animal's head for an atonement. = Sins laid on Christ on the cross. Christ died for the sins of humanity . (2 Corinthians 5:21)

Killing of the bullock = The death of Christ 

Blood covering the altar = Total cleansing from sin.

Flaying of animal to check that there were no inner blemishes = Jesus was perfect and free from sin both outwardly and inwardly.

Wood burnt = Human good removed. (1 Corinthians 3:12, 15)

The head is burnt = The perfect mentality of Christ 

The fat is burnt = The outward perfection of Christ.

The gut washed with water from the brazen laver. = Cleansing from sin. (1 John 1:9)

The legs washed. = Cleansing from sin allows for service.

Bullock is burnt. = The solution to the sin problem at salvation and during the Christian life has been accomplished at the cross.

b) Sheep v10-13 Offered by the middle class.

c) Birds v14-17  Offered by the poor.

4. The Cereal Offerings (Leviticus 2)

a) The Gift Offering = the gift of Jesus Christ.

Fine flour = Perfection of Christ

Oil = Holy Spirit

Frankincense = Satisfaction to God the Father

Salt = Preservation

Leaven (not included) = Sin

Honey (not included) = Human Good.

Take a handful of the mixture = Appropriating salvation personally by faith.

Burnt on the altar = Judgement of Christ on the cross.

Oil = Jesus filled with the Holy Spirit.

The priest eats the remainder. = the priest is sustained by the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit.

b) The Oven Offering 

Unleavened bread = Christ had no sin.

Baked offering hidden from man's view = Godward side of the Cross. Golgotha shrouded in darkness during the period of judgement of the sins.

Fire = Justice of God

Offering = Perfect humanity of Christ

Oven = Cross

Oil = empowerment of Christ.

Frankincense = God is propitiated or satisfied.

c) The Flat plate Offering

Fine flour with oil = Perfection of Christ

Unleavened = No sin or sin nature

No frankincense = No propitiation until God judged the sins of the world.

Part into pieces = Crumbled - something completely destroyed - Christ's body broken for us. Crushed with our sin. (Isaiah 53)

Oil poured onto crumbs = Oil of appointment - Messiah or given one. God the Father appointed God the Son to go to the cross cf. dove at baptism.

d) The Frying Pan Offering

Partly closed, partly open - Unseen = Godward , propitiation.  Seen = manward, reconciliation.

The offerer gives offering to priest who takes it to the altar, takes part as a remembrance (memorial) for (judgement) = compare with Lord's Table remembrance

rest eaten by the priests - how we appropriate Christ - faith.

e) Rules of Cereal Offerings

Prohibited leaven = sin or evil

Honey prohibited = Human good or human sweetness

Garnished with salt = a contract between God and man.

f) Cereal offerings were made at the 

Passover (with burning = judgement = cross)

First fruits (without burning = resurrection)

Day of Atonement (with burning = judgement = cross)

g) The Memorial Offering

Green corn = Christ in resurrection

Dried = Roasted by fire, Judgement

Beaten = Bruised or crushed

Full ears = Perfection of Christ

Put oil on = Messiahship appointment.

Frankincense = Propitiation, satisfaction.

Burnt = = Reference to the cross

Memorial = Lord's Table of the Old Testament.

5. Peace offering Chapter 3 Reconciliation.

Similar to the burnt offering, with both male and female animals sacrificed.

6. Sin offering Chapter 4 Unknown sins.

Confession and repentance from sin, equivalent to 1 John 1:9 (and cleanse us from all -unknown sins - unrighteousness)

7. Trespass offering Chapter 5-6v7 Known sins.

Confession and repentance from sin, equivalent to 1 John 1:9 (forgive our - known/confessed - sins)

PRIESTS

1. A priest is a man who represents himself or other men before God.

2. There are three categories of priesthood in human history:

a) Family priest - from Adam until Levi

b) Levitical priesthood. - appointed under the Law of Moses

c) Royal priesthood

i) Melchizedek - king of Jerusalem, but also priest of the Most High (Genesis 14:18)

ii) Jesus Christ - King of kings and the Great High Priest (Hebrews 10:17)

iii) Church Age believer - we share Christ's priesthood, since we are united with Him (1 Peter 2:9)

3. Until the Law was given the head of each family was the priest for that family. (Genesis 8:20, 26:25, 31:54)

4. When the Law was proposed the whole nation of Israel was to be "a kingdom of priests unto God". The nation of Israel however failed in unbelief.

5. God appointed Aaron and his family in the tribe of Levi as a specialised priesthood (Exodus 28:1)

6. All believers in the Church Age have become a kingdom of priests in Christ (1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:6)

7. The chief privilege of being a priest is to be able to approach God directly. (Hebrews 4:14-16, 10:19-22)

8. In their role as a priest the believer offers:-

a) Their own body. (Romans 12:1, Philippians 2:17)

b) Praise to God. (Hebrews 13:15-16)

c) Their possessions. (Romans 12:13, Galatians 6:6)

d) Intercession on behalf of others. (Colossians 4:12,1 Timothy 2:1)

9. The priest must be a partaker of the nature of the people he represents. Jesus Christ had to be a human too. (Hebrews 5:1, 7:4, 5, 7:14-28, 10:5, 10:10-14)

10. Comparison of the priesthoods

a) The Melchizedek priesthood was a picture of the priesthood of Christ (Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:1-28) 

b) The Levitical Priesthood 

i) Was based on the Law, which could not save

ii) Was based on physical birth into the family of Aaron

iii) Was available only to the family of Aaron

iv) The priests came from the tribe of Levi.  The kings came from the tribe of Judah.  No person could be a priest and a king.

v) Was based on mere men, with their own weaknesses and sin

vi) Ended when the priest died

c) The Royal Priesthood of Christ

i) Is based on Christ's sacrifice, which took away all sin for all time

ii) Is based on spiritual birth, being born again into the family of God

iii) Is universal to all believers in the Church Age

iv) It is a royal priesthood - because of the Kingship and Priestly office of Jesus Christ

v) Is based on the perfect person of Christ

vi) Is eternal, since Christ lives forever

PRIESTS GARMENTS

1. General Scripture:- (Exodus 28)

2. The priestly garments of the High Priest of Israel consisted of seven items.

a) The linen garments

b) The robe of the Ephod

c) The Ephod

d) The Urim and Thummim

e) The Girdle

f) The Crown

g) The Breastplate

3. The priestly garments were designed by God and every detail points to the person and work of Christ. In Exodus 28 the garments are called Holy (v2) fine linen (v5) pure gold (v4) precious stones (v17-20) anointed with costly ointment (v41) made by the wise hearted (v3) . This speaks that the garments are made of the very best materials by the finest craftsmen.

4. The Linen Garments (Exodus 28:39-43)

All the priests wore fine twined linen clothes. The fine twined linen shows the absolute perfection of Christ. The garments of the High Priest were built up and covered the white linen clothes.

Principle: All works in the Christian life are based on the work of Christ on the Cross. We stand justified by his righteousness alone.

The Material-. Fine twined linen was an art which died with the Egyptians. The only linen of this type in existence today covers mummies in museums. The fine twined linen was finer than the finest muslin.

Principle:  Only the finest material can speak of his holiness and righteousness. The fabric was embroidered with colour. (v39). 

Two words are used for embroidery in the bible. One to add colour to a basic garment the other to weave into the base garment a design as an integral part of the garment. The latter is used in this verse. From afar the coat looked like a white garment. Close up however the garment appeared beautifully coloured and exquisite.

Principle:  From afar Jesus may appear as a great teacher or prophet. Close up however he is revealed in his full beauty as the Son of God.

The Coat:  The word for coat is used in only one other location in the bible - in Genesis 3, where Adam and Eve were covered by a coat of skin (singular) - one death sufficed for Adam and Eve.

Analogy:  The death of Christ availed for all mankind.

The High Priest on the Day of Atonement:  On that day the High Priest wore a linen coat, hat and trousers when he offered his sacrifice in the Holy of Holies.

Analogy:  Christ in his human body (the linen coat) offered once and for all the sacrifice of his body for the sins of the world. Having been judged satisfactory by God he put on his High Priest's garments- the resurrection body.

5. Robe of the Ephod. (Exodus 28:31-35)

The robe of the Ephod was of blue with golden bells and pomegranates around the hem. The robe, unlike the coat, signifies an office. The placing on of the robe was appointment or commissioning to a high calling.

Analogies:  Our High Priest was commissioned to be a High Priest for us. Christ means commissioned one. The robe is almost always associated with royalty in the bible. Christ is a royal priest after the order of Melchizedek. (Psalm 110:4). We also are of the royal priesthood because of our union with Christ.

The holiness of Christ (the linen coat) is covered by the blue robe of the Ephod (the deity of Christ). This has its counterpart in the Tabernacle where the broken tablets of stone in the Ark of the Covenant was covered by the solid gold (deity) of the mercy seat.

The robe of the Ephod was woven in one piece. It had neither beginning nor end.

Analogy:  The deity of Christ is eternal, it has no beginning nor end. (Revelation 1:8). All the grace covenants are eternal in nature.

The binding around the neck was as strong as chain mail thus making the robe untearable.

Analogy:  Our salvation is secure through the power of God.

Fruit Symbols:  Pomegranate - peace. Grape - joy. Apple - love.

These three fruits are often found together in the Old Testament. The New Testament equivalent is (Galatians 5:22). Love, Joy, Peace as the first three characteristics of the fruit of the spirit.

The robe with the pomegranates show the King of peace - Melchizedek was the King of Salem (peace).

Principle:  The Melchizedek priesthood is shown within the Aaronic priesthood. The bells represent intercessing prayer. They continuously rang as he moved about in the Holy Place - Christ is constantly interceding for us.

6. The Ephod (Exodus 28:6-14)

The Ephod was made of blue, purple, scarlet and white linen. The colours were interlaced by gold representing the deity of Christ binding together the various facets of the person of Christ.

Blue - Godward - Gospel of John. 

Purple - Kingly - Gospel of Matthew. 

Scarlet - Saviour - Gospel of Mark. 

White - man - Gospel of Luke. (See the Four Gospels)

In the book of Exodus these colours are repeated 24 times.

7. The Urim and Thummim (Exodus 28:30)

a) Urim - lights

b) Thummim - perfection

It appears these were placed in a pouch in the breastplate. It is not known what they were but it is thought that they could have been the white and black stones used in voting either yes (white) or no (black) in the ancient world. (Revelation 2:17)

God's will would therefore have been given by a yes or no answer to questions asked. A check in the Old Testament of the use of Urim and Thummim reveals that it was always positive or negative, never conversational. Our Urim and Thummim today is the Word of God as a completed canon which represents the total revelation of God to man necessary to successfully live the Christian life. (1 Corinthians 2:16)

8. The Girdle (Exodus 28:8)

This was a strip of fine twined linen worked in blue, purple and scarlet. It was around the waist of the High Priest tied tightly so that the garments became an inseparable part of the priest.

The girdle was used in three different ways:-

Working - The Lord washing the disciples feet.

Walking - Exodus generation. (Exodus 12:11)

War - The Girdle of truth. (Ephesians 6:14)

In 1 Peter 1:13 we are commanded to gird up our mind.

9. The Crown. (Exodus 28:36-38)

This was a plate of pure gold inscribed 'Holiness to the Lord' . It was tied to the mitre by a blue ribbon and was positioned on his forehead. This is immediately in front of the thinking part of the brain and over the soul of the High Priest of Israel. (Joshua 1:8)

10. The Breastplate (Exodus 28:15-29)

The Breastplate was made of blue, purple and scarlet on white and had twelve precious stones set in it. Each represented one of the twelve tribes with the exception of Levi. 

It was 20 cm. square, doubled forming a pocket for Urim and Thummim. It was secured from above by chains of gold to the shoulder stones and at the base by ribbons of blue to the Ephod.

The Stones and Tribes were in order

Sardis - Judah; Topaz - Issachar; Carbuncle - Zebulun; Emerald - Reuben; Sapphire - Simeon; Diamond - Gad; Lizure - Ephraim; Agate - Manasseh; Amethyste - Benjamin; Beryl - Dan; Onyx - Asher; Jasper - Naphtali.

On the Two Shoulder Stones - two onyx stones (Exodus 28:9, 10) the names of the tribes were written again with Ephraim and Manasseh being replaced by Joseph and Levi.

The Shoulder Stone names were according to their birth (Exodus 28:10) - representing Salvation - the two stones are the same - Salvation is the same for everybody.

The Breastplate Stone names were according to their precedence in the tribes. (Numbers 10:14-27) all stones are different - representing a variety of spiritual gifts - all have different talents for serving the Lord.

Principle:  All the stones in the breastplate were precious. We are all precious in his sight and important in God's service. We are all necessary as members of the body of Christ.  We have diversity without inferiority.

Note – It is of interest that the precious stones which made up Satan’s clothing contained nine stones but did not include the stones relating to Benjamin of Joseph’s two tribes the children borne to Jacob’s loved wife Rachel. 

SABBATH AND THE LORD'S DAY

1. Sabbath means Rest.

2. Salvation is the eternal Sabbath. (Matthew 11:28) - we must trust in God to save us, apart from our own works.

3. Trusting in the promises is the daily Sabbath. (Hebrews 3:11) - we must trust in God to provide all our needs.

4. The original Sabbath (Genesis 2:2, 3)  God finished His work of creation on the sixth day and rested on the seventh.

5. The Sabbath of Israel. (Exodus 20:8-11, Deuteronomy 5:12-15)

a) In the Old Testament, the Jews were commanded not to work on the seventh day.  They were to trust in the finished work of God to supply their needs.

b) The Sabbath (Saturday) was the remembrance day of the old creation, of the old covenant. (Exodus 20:10-11, 31:12-17, Hebrews 4:4)

c) Legalists burdened the Sabbath with many hundreds of extra-biblical commandments and regulations.

d) Under the Mosaic Law the Jews had a sabbatical year; they were supposed to rest every seventh year. (Exodus 23:10, 11) 

e) Because they did not take their sabbaticals they endured the 70 years of Babylonian captivity. (Leviticus 26:33-35, 2 Chronicles 36:20, 21, Daniel 9:2, Jeremiah 25:11, 12, Jeremiah 29:10)

6. The Sabbath spoke of the Old Creation Exodus 20, 31 and Hebrews 4 ‑ the Lord's day speaks of the New Creation  Saturday belongs to Israel, the family of God, Sunday belongs to the Church the royal family of God. Matthew 28:9, Galatians 6:15, Hebrews 9:15, 10:20

7. The Lord's Day

a) The Lord's Day (Sunday) is the remembrance of the new creation, the resurrection life of the Church in Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15, Hebrews 9:15, 10:20)

b) In the New Testament, all days are as unto the Lord. (Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 4:1-3)

c) There is a moment by moment Sabbath for the believer in the Church Age. (Hebrews 4:1-3)

8. Why is Sunday so important? 

a) Sunday is resurrection day Matthew 28:1

b) It was also the day of the first meeting of the disciples John 20:19

c) It was the first day they received instructions from the Lord Luke 24:36‑39

d) It was the day the church began as the day of Pentecost was always on a Sunday Acts 2

e) It was the day the early church met Acts 20:6‑7

f) It was the day to give offerings 1 Corinthians 16:2.

9. This day has been blessed by God. If the church was wrong on meeting on a Sunday the Lord would have pointed it out before the Seventh Day Adventists came on the scene.

10. There is no such thing as a Christian Sabbath Ephesians 4:1‑3, Romans 12:1,2 ‑ every day should be lived as unto the Lord, lived in the filling of the Holy Spirit. We meet on the Lord's Day when we celebrate our new birth, the Lord's victory, the birth of the Church. There are no particular rules, a day of joy, rejoicing and celebration. 

11. The concept of the moment by moment Sabbath is illustrated in four passages in the Old Testament

a) Moses at the Red Sea (Exodus 14:10-14)

b) Abraham (Romans 4:17-21, Genesis 22, Hebrews 11:17-19)

c) The bones of Joseph (Hebrews 11:22)

d) Caleb and the Giants (Numbers 13,14, Joshua 14:6-14, 15:14, Judges 1:20)

SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION OUTLINE THE CHURCH AGE

The letters to seven churches are given in Revelation 2 - 3. Revelation 1:20 tells us that the seven lamp stands are the seven churches.  While these represent literal churches in John's time, they also represent the condition of the Church during the Church Age.

1. EPHESUS:- 

a) Scripture:(Revelation 2:1-7)

b) Description of Christ - Hand Holding Stars (Revelation 1:16)

c) Evaluation - Mediocre spiritual life.

d) Criticism - Stayed out of fellowship.

e) Advice - Get back into fellowship.

f) Praise - Rejected paganism.

g) Future Assurance - Eternal life.

h) Type - Bible believing, but legalistic.

i) Era - 33-100 AD

2. SMYRNA -

a) Scripture:(Revelation 2:8-11)

b) Description of Christ - First and Last (Revelation 1 11)

c) Evaluation - Strong in Doctrine.

d) Criticism - Nil

e) Advice - Do not worry in oppression.

f) Praise - Faithfulness.

g) Future Assurance - No condemnation.

h) Type - Persecuted Church.

i) Era - 100-312 AD

3. PERGAMUM:-

a) Scripture:(Revelation 2:12-17)

b) Description of Christ - The Judge with the Sword (Revelation 1:16) 

c) Evaluation - Faithful in a pagan area.

d) Criticism - Some following of paganism.

e) Advice - Remove Nicolatans

f) Praise - Nil.

g) Future Assurance - Justification.

h) Type - State Church.

i) Era - 312-592 AD

4. THYATIRA:-

a) Scripture:(Revelation 2:18-29)

b) Description of Christ- Eyes of Fire, Feet of Brass (Revelation 1:14,15)

c) Evaluation - Followers of False Doctrine. 

d) Criticism - False teachers.

e) Advice - Reject false doctrine

f) Praise - Faithfulness.

g) Future Assurance -Rulership, Happiness.

h) Type -Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches

i) Era - 590-1517 AD

5. SARDIS:-

a) Scripture:(Revelation 3:1-6)

b) Description of Christ - 7 Spirits of God (Revelation 1:16, 20) 

c) Criticism - Working in the power of the flesh.

d) Advice - Return to producing divine good.

e) Praise - Some are in fellowship.

f) Future Assurance - Future Righteousness.

g) Type -Fundamental but legalistic.

h) Era - 1517-1750 AD

6. PHILADELPHIA:-

a) Scripture (Revelation 3.- 7-13)

b) Description of Christ - Holy and True (Revelation 1:16) 

c) Evaluation -Grace church working in the spirit.

d) Criticism - Nil

e) Advice - Keep up the good work.

f) Praise - Nil

g) Future Assurance - Future Provision.

h) Type - Bible believing, missionary church.

i) Era - 1750-1925 AD

7. LAODICEA:-

a) Scripture:(Revelation 3:14-22)

b) Description of Christ - Faithful and true witness (Revelation 1:5)

c) Evaluation - Carnal believers and apostate.

d) Criticism - Poor witness.

e) Advice - Get back into fellowship.

f) Praise - Nil

g) Future Assurance - Rulership.

h) Type - Apostate Church.

i) Era - 1925-Rapture.

TABERNACLE AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

1. The Tabernacle was set up as the basic system of worship in Israel and was a part of the spiritual code of the Mosaic Law portraying the person of Christ, the unique High Priest, the unique person, the unique Saviour.

(a) The tabernacle also speaks of the human body in a tent or temporary storage place for the soul.

(b) The tabernacle also portrays God's dwelling place and portrays God's dwelling with man in grace.

(c) The tabernacle is also the place where man meets God and as the tabernacle represents the Lord Jesus Christ this shows that God meets people at the cross.

(d) Only the priest was able to enter the tabernacle and only the believer today has fellowship with God.

(e) The tabernacle was given in fine detail and shows that God plans things down to the finest detail.

(f) The tabernacle was divided into two parts - the outer area which represented the earth and the inner which represented God's domain.

(g) The inner area was divided into two, the holy place in which the Levitical priests functioned, the Holy of Holies in which the high priest functioned once a year.  The holy place represents heaven, the Holy of Holies representing the throne room of God where our High Priest Jesus Christ constantly intercedes for us.

2. The Tabernacle was located in the centre of the camp.  All around the tabernacle were the tribes of Israel, three to each cardinal compass point.

Principle:  Everybody starts on the outside, only those who enter the tabernacle (i.e. are born again) have fellowship with God.

3. The specifications which start in Exodus 25 commence with the Holy of Holies.  This is to show that salvation starts with God and not man.  All blessing comes from God.

4. The tabernacle is a perfect rectangle 100 cubits by 50 cubits, 175 feet long, 871/2 feet wide and 8'9" high.  It was always that way and never changed - God is unchangeable (Exodus 27:9-15).

5. The side of the tabernacle was supported by 60 brass pillars on the outer court, 60 brass sockets.  Brass judgement, Pillars - cross.  On the top of the pillars was a silver chapter.  Silver - redemption.  Twenty on the north and south side and 10 on the east and west sides (Exodus 27:9-15).

6. The outside of the tabernacle was of fine white linen - representing the righteousness of God (Exodus 27:9).

7. There was one door into the tabernacle - there is only one way to God - through Christ. 

The door was blue in colour and 35' wide. Once you had passed through the door you were inside the tabernacle representing imputed righteousness.  The large width meant that all could pass through, the material was very fine showing that minimal faith was needed to enter in (i.e. weak people could push the material aside). 

There were four layers of material.  In order they were blue, purple, scarlet, white:- 

blue - deity of Christ, 

purple - kingship of Christ, 

red - redemptive work of Christ, 

white - total righteousness of Christ. 
Thus by the time you had fully passed through the door the white righteousness of Christ encompassed you completely (Exodus 26:36).

8. The pillars supporting the doors were of acacia wood overlaid with gold - the unique person of Christ.  5 pillars:  5 = grace, gold - deity,  wood - humanity (Exodus 26:37).

9. The floor of the tabernacle weighed 6 1/2 tonne.

10. The roof had four layers: (Exodus 26:1-14)

a) Outer:  Badger skin - Humanity,  Ram's wool dyed red - Redemption,  White Goat's hair - Sinlessness

b) Inner:  Fine linen - Righteousness

11. There were seven articles of furniture in the tabernacle:

(a) The brazen altar outside the door

(b) The brazen laver near the door

(c) The table of shewbread

(d) The golden lamp stand

(e) The golden altar near the veil

(f) The mercy seat

(g) The ark of the covenant.

The veil was between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies; the golden altar was associated with the Holy of Holies.

12. THE BRAZEN ALTAR (Exodus 27:1-8)

This was situated adjacent to the entrance into the tabernacle.  Brass represents judgement.  You could not enter into the Holy Place unless you had sacrificed on the brazen altar.  Fire burnt the sacrifice. Fire judgement.

Application:  You cannot enter the plan of God unless you have trusted in Christ at the cross.

13. THE BRAZEN LAVER (Exodus 30:17-21)

The brass bowl filled with water. This was also situated outside the tabernacle. Prior to entering the tabernacle the priest washed his hands representing confession of sin. Brass - sins judged on the cross. Water - cleansing.

Application:  Before we can have fellowship with God we have to confess our sins.  In the Church Age we are all priests, we have to confess our sins before we fellowship. Our brazen laver is 1 John 1:9

14. TABLE OF SHEWBREAD (Exodus 25:23-30)

This was in the Holy Place, constructed of acacia wood overlaid with gold.  Laying on top of the table was the shewbread, 12 loaves, one for each of the tribes except Levi.  The loaves were made of fine flour without leaven baked with frankincense and baked in fire. Bread - fellowship, Fine flour - righteousness of Christ.  No leaven - no sin.  Frankincense - propitiation. Fire - judgement. The priests ate the loaves after they had been exhibited for 1 week.  Eating represents intake of Bible doctrine.  Each loaf was placed under a crown showing the Lord Jesus Christ is the King of Israel.  No leper priest allowed to eat, neither a stranger.

15. THE GOLD CANDLESTICK (Exodus 25:31-40)

This was also in the Holy Place constructed of gold - the candlestick represents Christ as the light of the world.  There were seven candlesticks with a central stick, the other six branching off the central stick, three on either side.  Six is man's number, seven is God's number - the perfect number.

Analogy - Man is made perfect in Christ.

The candlestick was the only light in the Holy Place. The fuel in the candlestick was oil.  Oil represents the Holy Spirit.  Oil in the centre stick represents Christ being empowered and relying on the Holy Spirit during his incarnation.  Oil in the other lamps shows the Christian way of life walking in the Spirit (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23).  The six candlesticks branching off the central stick represents the Christian in union with Christ and fellowship between Christians.

The candlestick weighed 48 lbs. (21 kg) and was beaten out of one piece of gold.  It was very valuable and shows the preciousness of Christ.  The candlestick was fashioned by beating and represents Christ suffering for the sins of the world. On the top of the centre candlestick they had knops or pomegranates representing the eternal life and perfection of Christ. There were also almond buds opening up representing Christ being the fount of all life.

Flowers occurred on all seven candlesticks.  The flowers represent the beauty of the character of Christ which we produce when we are filled with the Spirit.  Each lamp had a wick which drew the oil up through the lamps.  The wick has to be soaked in oil before it burns otherwise it emits smoke.  Light - divine good or production. Smoke - human good or production.

Application:  If the believer is empowered by the Holy Spirit he produces works which are noticeably different from the unbeliever.  The burnt wick represents work for the Lord Jesus Christ.  The priest used to collect the burnt wick and put it in a snuff box.  God remembers our works for Him. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

An alternate interpretation of the candlestick likens the seven stems as the seven spirits of God as found in (Isaiah 11:2, Revelation 1:4).  The spirit of the Lord, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.

16. THE GOLDEN ALTAR OF INCENSE (Exodus 30:1 -10)

This is located just outside the Holy of Holies and represents intercessory prayer.  The altar was made of gold overlaying wood and was in the form of a crown.  The priest would go to the brazen altar, pick up coals, pass through the holy place and place the coals into the crown.  Incense was then sprinkled onto the coals and the fumes coming up from the incense represented prayer to God.  By taking coals from the brazen altar it showed that the basis for effective prayer is the death of Christ.  The unbeliever cannot pray effectively except for accepting Christ as saviour.  The only person who could obtain the coals was a priest representing a believer.

The crown is also significant.  The cross must come before the crown, the crown also speaking of Christ the King priest after the order of Melchizedek.  Fire spoke of judgement, the judgement of the cross being the basis for effective prayer.  

The Incense which was put on the altar contained four ingredients which speak of the work of Christ:

(a) Stukti - liquid from a gum tree representing the Father who is the recipient of prayer.

(b) Onoika - a ground-up shell (representing judgement). The burnt shell gave off a perfume (propitiation).

(c) Galbanin - the fat of a plant showing prosperity and representing the resurrection of Christ.

(d) Frankincense - a white gum used in crowning kings - representing the session of Christ.

17. THE ARK OF THE COVENANT AND MERCY SEAT (Exodus 25:10-22)

Located in the Holy of Holies the mercy seat was of gold.  Over the seat were two golden cherubs which covered the mercy seat with their wings and looked down at the top of the mercy seat.  
In a box under the mercy seat were three objects representing sin, the tables of the law representing -transgression against moral laws, the pot of manna showing rejection of provision and Aaron's rod that budded showing rejection of authority. This was the ark of the covenant.  

Once a year on the feast of the atonement, blood from a sacrifice at the brazen altar was brought into the Holy of Holies and sprinkled on the mercy seat.  The blood from the brazen altar represents the death of Christ. 
The cherubs, one representing the Righteousness of God, the other the Justice of God look down, see the blood and are satisfied.  The sin of the human race is removed by the death of Christ.

PEOPLE AND CHRIST
ADAM AND CHRIST CONTRASTED

1. ADAM produced sin and death (1 Corinthians 15:22);

CHRIST produced righteousness and life (1 Corinthians 15:22).

2. ADAM caused creation over which he was lord and head to become degenerate (Romans 8:19-22);

CHRIST brings unity with God and eternal life in the new creation of which he is Lord and Head. (Ephesians 1:22,23).

3. ADAM caused the animal and material creation to be cursed (Genesis 3:17);

CHRIST will deliver the creation at the second advent (Isaiah 11:6-9; Romans 8:19-22).

4. ADAM was made by God a living soul (Genesis 2:7; 1 Corinthians 15:45).

CHRIST is the source of life, a life-giving Spirit. (John 1:4; 5:21; 10:10; 1 John 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:45).

5. ADAM was of the earth (1 Corinthians 15:47; Genesis 2:7)

CHRIST is the Lord of Heaven. (1 Corinthians 15:47; John 1:1; Philippians 2:10,11)

6. Adam’s creation was flesh. (John 3:6).

Christ’s creation is spiritual. (John 3:6).

7. ADAM’S sin and its consequences are experienced by all, not on the basis of their individually ‘doing sins like he did’, but on the basis of their ‘being in him’ and ‘his sin being imputed to them’.  (Romans 5:12)

CHRIST’S righteousness and its imputation is experienced by all who have believed in Him, NOT on the basis of their ‘doing righteous deeds like He did’, but on the basis of their ‘being in Him’ and ‘His righteousness being imputed to them’. 

(Romans 5: 17)

ANTICHRIST AND CHRIST CONTRASTED

1. Christ came from above. (John 6:38)

Antichrist will ascend from the pit. (Revelation 11:7)

2. Christ came in his Father's name. (John 5:43)

Antichrist will come in his own name. (John 5:43)

3. Christ humbled himself. (Philippians 2:8)

Antichrist will exalt himself. (2 Thessalonians 2:4)

4. Christ was despised. (Luke 23:18)

Antichrist will be admired. (Revelation 13:3,4)

5. Christ will be exalted. (Philippians 2:9)

Antichrist will be cast down to hell. (Revelation 19:20)

6. Christ came to do his Father's will. (John 6:38)

Antichrist will come to do his own will. (Daniel 11:36)

7. Christ came to save. (Luke 19:10)

Antichrist will come to destroy. (Daniel 8:24)

8. Christ is the good shepherd. (John 10:1-5)

Antichrist is the evil shepherd. (Zechariah 11:16,17)

9. Christ is the true vine. (John 10:1)

Antichrist is the vine of the earth. (Revelation 14:18)

10. Christ is the truth. (John 14:6)

Antichrist is the lie. (2 Thessalonians 2:11 )

11. Christ is the Holy One. (Mark 1:24)

Antichrist is the lawless one. (2 Thessalonians 2:8)

12. Christ is the man of sorrows. (Isaiah 53:3)

Antichrist is the man of sin. (2 Thessalonians 2:3)

13. Christ is the Son of God. (Luke 1:35)

Antichrist is the son of perdition. (2 Thessalonians 2:3)

14. Christ is the mystery of godliness. (1 Timothy 3:16)

Antichrist is the mystery of iniquity. (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

CHRIST AS ANGEL OF JEHOVAH

1. The Angel of Jehovah is identified as Jehovah (Genesis 16:7-13, 22:11-18, 31:11-13, Exodus 13:21 cf. 14:19, Judges 6:11-23).

2. The Angel of Jehovah is distinguished from Jehovah (Genesis 24:7, Exodus 23:20, 1 Chronicles 21:15-18, Zechariah 1:12-13).

3. The Angel of Jehovah is therefore a member of the Trinity - the same as Jehovah, but distinct from Jehovah.

4. God the Father and Holy Spirit cannot be seen by man face to face (Exodus 33:18-23; John 14:17).

5. Therefore, the Angel of Jehovah is the second Person of the Trinity:  the pre-incarnate Lord Jesus Christ.

a) Jesus Christ identifies Himself as Jehovah (I AM) (John 8:58)

b) The Lord Jesus Christ is the visible/manifest member of the Trinity (John 1:18, 6:46, 1 Timothy 6:15-16).

c) The Angel of Jehovah never appears after the Incarnation (John 1:18, 6:46, 1 Timothy 6:15, 16, 1 John 4:12)

d) Both the Angel of Jehovah and Jesus Christ are sent by Jehovah (the Father).

6. The Angel of Jehovah appeared only in the Old Testament.

a) He wrestled with Jacob. (Genesis 32:24-30)

b) He redeemed Jacob from all evil. (Genesis 48:16)

c) He spoke to Moses from the burning bush. (Exodus 3:2)

d) He protected Israel at the Red Sea (Exodus 14:19)

e) He prepared Israel for the Promised Land. (Exodus 23:20-23)

f) He reassured Joshua (Joshua 5:13-15)

g) He commissioned Gideon (Judges 6:11-23)

h) He ministered to Elijah. (1 Kings 19:5-7)

i) He saved Jerusalem from Sennacherib. (Isaiah 37:36)

j) He preserved Shadrach, Meshech and Abednego in the furnace. (Daniel 3:25)

ISAAC AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

1. Isaac was the promised seed. Christ was the promised seed. (Genesis 17:16)

2. Isaac was offered on Mt. Moriah. Christ was offered on Mt. Moriah. (Genesis 22:9-14)

3. Isaac's birth was a miracle. Christ's birth was a miracle. (Genesis 17:17, Genesis 21:1-7)

4. After Isaac's offering Sarah dies, a picture of Israel being set aside. After Christ's offering Israel is set aside as a nation. (Genesis 23)

5. A bride was then won for Isaac, through the ministry of an unnamed servant. A bride is being won for Christ through the ministry of the Holy Spirit. (Genesis 24)

6. After the bride was united with Isaac, Abraham took another wife. After the Church is united with Christ, God will take Israel to Himself in blessing. (Isaiah 54:5-10, Hosea 2:2-19)

JOSEPH AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

JOSEPH



CHRIST

1. Feeding the flock (Genesis 37:2) 


The Good Shepherd (John 10:11,14)

2. Loved (by his father)  (Genesis 37:3) 

My beloved Son  (Matthew 3:17)

3. Hated (by his brethren)  (Genesis 37:4, 5) 

Hated without a cause  (John 15:25)

4. Not believed  (Genesis 37:5) 


Neither did his brethren believe in him  (John 7:5)

5. Obeisance  (Genesis 37:7, 9) 


In all things the pre-eminence   (Colossians 1:18)

6. Envied  (Genesis 37:11) 


Delivered for envy   (Mark 15:10)

7. Sent to his brethren  (Genesis 37-13)

I will send my beloved Son   (Luke 20:13)

8. He came to Shechem  (Genesis 37:14)

To a city of Samaria called Sychar (or Shechem)  (John 4:4-5)

9. I seek my brethren  (Genesis 37:16) 

Come to seek and to save  (Luke 19:10)

10. They conspired against him (Genesis 37: 8)
Took counsel against him  (Matthew 27:1, John 11:53)

11. Stripped  (Genesis 37-.23) 


They stripped him  (Matthew 27:28)

12. The pit  (Genesis 37:24)


The horrible pit  (Psalm 40:2, 69:2, 14,15)

13. They sat down  (Genesis 37:25) 

Sitting down they watched him there  (Matthew 27:36)

14. Twenty pieces of silver  (Genesis 37:28)

Thirty pieces of silver  (Matthew 26:15, 27:9, Exodus 21:32)

15. Into Egypt  (Genesis 37-36) 


Out of Egypt have I called my Son.  (Matthew 2:14, 15)

16. The Lord with Joseph (Genesis 39:2, 21, 23)
The Father is with Me  (John 16:32)

17. All put into his hand (Genesis 39:3)

Hath given all things into His hand.  (John 3:35)

18. Blessed for Joseph's sake (Genesis 39:5)
Blessed in Christ  (Ephesians 1:3, 4:32)

19. A goodly person  (Genesis 39:6) 

Altogether lovely  (Song of Solomon 5:16)

20. Whose feet they hurt (Psalm 105:18, 19)

They pierced my hands and my feet  (Psalm 22:16)

21. Two officers in jail with Joseph (Genesis 40:2-3)
There were also two other malefactors.  (Luke 23:32)

22. He served them  (Genesis 40:4)


I am among you as He that serveth  (Luke 22:27)

23. Think on me  (Genesis 40:14)


This do in remembrance of me  (1 Corinthians 11:24)

24. In whom the Spirit of God is (Genesis 41:38)
Anointed with the Holy Spirit  (Acts 10:38)

25. Over My house  (Genesis 41:40) 

A Son over His own house, whose house are we  (Hebrews 3:6)

26. Bow the knee  (Genesis 41:43) 


At the name of Jesus every knee should bow  (Philippians 2:10)

27. Thirty years old (Genesis 41:46, 

About thirty years of age  (Luke 3:23)

28. Famine over all the earth  (Genesis 41:56, 57)
A mighty famine in that land  (Luke 15:14)

29. All countries came to buy  (Genesis 41:57)
My salvation unto the end of the earth  (Isaiah 49:6)

30. He knew them (Genesis 42:7, 8) 

He knew all men  (John 2:24, 25)

31. But they knew not him  (Genesis 42:8)

His own received Him not.  (John 1:10-11)

32. His blood is required  (Genesis 42:22) 

His blood be on us, and on our children.  (Matthew 27:25)

33. He turned  away and wept (Genesis 42:24)
He wept over the city  (Luke 19:41)

JOSHUA AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

1. Joshua is the Hebrew form of Jesus. Jesus is the Greek form of Joshua. Both mean Saviour.

2. Joshua was the captain who led the children of Israel into the Promised Land. (Joshua 3).

3. Jesus Christ is the captain of our salvation. (Hebrews 2:10,1 I

4. Joshua comes after Moses (Joshua 1:1).

5. Jesus Christ followed Moses (John 1 - 17; Matthew 5:17; Romans 8:3,4;10:4,5; Hebrews7:18,19; Galatians 3:23-25).

6. Joshua led to victory (Joshua 6).

7. Jesus Christ leads to victory (Romans 8:37; 2 Corinthians I:10; 2:14).

8. Joshua was an advocate in defeat. (Joshua 7:5-9).

9. Jesus Christ is our advocate. (1 John 2:1).

10. Joshua divided the land into portions (Joshua 13-21).

11. Jesus Christ allots our portions. (Ephesians 1:11,14; 4:8-11).

12. Joshua ruled and judged firmly. (Joshua 7:25-26).

13. Jesus Christ will rule with a rod of iron. (Psalm 2:9; Revelation 19:15).

MELCHIZEDEK AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

1. Melchizedek is not a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ, he is a real person.

2. Melchizedek is an historical figure being the King of Salem. He was also a priest based on regeneration. He ministered to Abraham after rescuing Lot.

3. Christophonies are never given a formal name; the angel who visited Abraham or the man who wrestled with Jacob.

4. Christophonies are never attached to a geographical locality. e.g. Salem.

5. A Christophony always discloses God as the messenger.

6. Psalm 110:4 is a prophetical reference, Christ is being addressed. It does not say, you are Melchizedek.

7. A priest must be true humanity to be a priest. Jesus Christ was not true humanity until the incarnation. Therefore Melchizedek was a man. (Hebrews 7:10, Isaiah 7:14)

8. Jesus Christ of the tribe of Judah obtained his kingship by birth. Jesus Christ of the order of Melchizedek obtained his priesthood by appointment.

MOSES AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

MOSES





CHRIST

1. Servant -Psalm 105:26




My servant - Matthew 12:18

2. Chosen - Psalm 106:23




Whom I have chosen - Isaiah 42:1

3. Prophet- Deuteronomy 18:15-19 



The Prophet - John 6:14, Luke 7:16

4. Priest - Psalm 99:6 




Priest -Hebrews 7:24

5. King - Deuteronomy 33:4,5



King - Acts 17:7

6. Judge -Exodus 18:13 




Judge - John 5:27, Acts 17:31

7. Shepherd - Exodus 3:1 , Isaiah 63:11 


Shepherd - John 10:11, 14

8. Leader - Psalm 77:20, Isaiah 63:12, 13


Leader - Isaiah 55:4

9. Mediator - Exodus 33:8, 9



One Mediator - 1 Timothy 2:5

10. Intercessor - Numbers 21:7



Intercessor - Romans 8:34

11. Deliverer - Acts 7:35 




Deliverer - Romans 11:26, 1 Thessalonians 1:10

12. Ruler - Acts 7:35




Ruler - Micah 5:2

13. Pharaoh killed all male babies - Exodus 1:22, Acts 7:19 
Herod killed all male babies - Matthew 2:13-16

14. By faith he forsook Egypt - Hebrews 11:11,27

Out of Egypt have 1 Called my son - Matthew 2:15

15. His brethren did not understood - Acts 7:25

His own received him not. John 1:10,11

16. Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us? Acts 7:27
Who made me a judge over you - Luke 12:14

17. God sent him to be a ruler and deliverer. Acts 7:35
God hath made Him both Lord and Christ. Acts 2:36

18. Let my people go ... Exodus 9:13 


To proclaim liberty to the captives... Isaiah 61:1

19. These shall bow down unto me. Exodus 11:8 

At name of Jesus every knee shall bow. Philippians 2:10

20. This is the finger of God. Exodus 8:19 


If I with the finger of God, cast out devils Luke 11:20

21. About midnight there shall be a great cry. Exodus 11:4, 6
At midnight there was a cry made... Matthew 25:6

22. The waters were parted. Exodus 14:21


Even the winds and the sea obey Him? Matthew 13:27

23. Almost ready to stone me. Exodus 17:4 


Then took they up stones to cast at him. John 8:59

24. Moses bought their causes before God Numbers 27:5 
An Advocate with the Father. 1 John 2:1

25. The Lord did as Moses said. Exodus 8:13 

That it might be fulfilled which he spake. John 18:9

26. Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed. Exodus 17:11
More than conquerors through him Romans 8:37

27. Who is on the Lord's side? Exodus 32:26 

He that is not with me, is against me. Matthew 12:30

28. Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses. Numbers 12:1
Neither did his brethren believe in him. John 7:5

29. The man Moses was very meek. Numbers 12:3 

I am meek and lowly in heart. Matthew 11:29

30. They envied Moses also in the camp. Psalm 106:16 
The chief priests had delivered him for envy. Mark 15:10

31. The skin of his face shone. Exodus 34:29, 30 

His face did shine as the sun. Matthew 17:2

32. I took twelve men of you. Deuteronomy 1:23 

And he ordained twelve. Mark 3:13, 14

33. Seventy men, elders of the people. Numbers 11:16,24 
The Lord appointed seventy also. Luke 10:1

34. Behold the Blood of the Covenant. Exodus 24:8

This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Luke 22:20

35. It went ill with Moses for their sakes. Psalm 106:32
He was wounded for our transgressions. Isaiah 53:5

36. Pardoned according to thy word. Numbers 14:17-20
God hath forgiven you. Ephesians 4:32

37. All that the Lord commanded him. Exodus 40:16 

I have kept my Father's commandments. John 15:10

38. Moses was faithful in all his house. Numbers 12:7 

Who was faithful to Him. Hebrews 3:2

39. He made his ways known unto Moses. Psalm 103:7 
The Father sheweth Him all things. John 5:20

MOSES CONTRASTED WITH CHRIST

MOSES  





CHRIST

1. The Law given by Moses. John 1:17 


Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. John 1:17

2. Fading Glory. 2 Corinthians 3:7 



Glory that excelleth. 2 Corinthians 3:6

3. When Moses' face shone the people feared Exodus 34:30
When the Lord's face shone they ran to Him Mark 9:15

4. Moses' first recorded act - killing a man. Exodus 2:12
Christ's first act in Mark - healing a man. Mark 1:25-26

5. First plague, water into blood (curse). Exodus 7:20

First miracle, water into wine (joy). John 2:1-10

6. Unable to save. Jeremiah 15:1 



Able to save to the uttermost. Hebrews 7:25

7. Moses verily as a servant. Hebrews 3:5 


But Christ as a son, over his own house, Hebrews 3:6

8. The Law broken in his hands. Deuteronomy 9:17 

The Law perfectly kept in his heart. Psalm 40:8

9. Bread that sustained life. John 6:31, 49 


Bread that gives life. John 6:33, 50, 51

10. Praying for a leper. Numbers 12:13 


Healing a leper. Matthew 8:2, 3

11. The first Passover Hebrews 11:28 


The last Passover. Luke 22:15

12. Willing to be a substitute. Exodus 32:30, 34

Actually a substitute. 1 Peter 2:24, Isaiah 53:4-5

13. Forty days on the mount. Exodus 34:28


Forty days in the wilderness. Matthew 4:2

14. An incomplete exodus. Deuteronomy 3:25-27 

An Exodus accomplished. Luke 9:31

SEVEN SPIRITS – HOLY SPIRIT

The Seven Spirits of God is a description of the one Holy Spirit. (Isaiah 11:2, Revelation 1:4)

1. The Spirit of the Lord.

2. The Spirit of Wisdom.

3. The Spirit of Understanding.

4. The Spirit of Counsel.

5. The Spirit of Might.

6. The Spirit of Knowledge.

7. The Spirit of the Fear of the Lord.

WORK OF CHRIST COMPARED WITH WORK OF MAN

1. Christ was cursed having been innocent (Galatians 3:13). - The ground was cursed having been innocent.

2. Christ wore a crown of thorns (John 18:8). - The ground brought forth thorns.

3. On the cross Christ sweated drops of blood (Luke 22:44). - Man earns bread from the sweat of his face.

4. Christ is brought out of the dust (Psalm 22:15). - Man returns to dust.

5. Christ, by bearing our sins, died spiritually. - Man by sin died spiritually.

6. Christ died twice on the cross : spiritually Psalm. 22:1, 2 Corinthians. 5:21 - physically John 19:30 - Man died twice, spiritually immediately - physically eventually (Genesis 3:6, Genesis 5:5).

ONE WITH ANOTHER
ABEL AND CAIN – THE WAY OF GOD AND THE WAY OF MAN 

1. Salvation and Worship in Pre Flood time. The only way to have a relationship with God in early times is the same as we have today - the blood of Christ - they looked forward to the Cross, we look back historically. (Hebrews 9:22, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 1:18,19)

The way of Cain: - The way of Cain is false religion - no blood - no regeneration - no salvation - the way of good works - good deeds.

The Family: - The family was set up in the beginning to teach what is wrong, what is right, and how to approach God. Adam and Eve, who were born again, would have taught their children about spiritual things.

2. Worship before the Flood

a) Where to worship

In (Genesis 4:3) and (4:16) they were taught that there was a place to worship - they both brought their offering to a specific place. Evaluation of (Genesis 3:24) would appear to show that the place of worship was at the entrance to the garden of Eden which was guarded by the cherubim. Abel came with the blood of the animal. Cain approached with produce - his own good works.

b) When to Worship

In (Genesis 4:3) we read "in the process of time " which means at the proper time or at the end of a specified number of days. It could have been the Sabbath, it could have been Sunday.

c) Means of Worship


In (Genesis 4:4) Abel brought a lamb, sacrificed it, and God was satisfied.

3. Cain and Abel

a) Cain - means acquired. Eve was a little confused when she named her sons. Eve knew there were two lines - the line of the fig leaves - the line of the skin, the seed of Satan and the seed of woman. She thought Cain was the seed of the woman. He was however the first of the line of the seed of Satan.

b) Abel - means 'nothingness' - he was orientated to grace and first in line of regeneration.

c) Occupations:  Cain was a farmer whereas Abel was a shepherd. (John 1:29 cf. Genesis 3:21)

4. Cain's Offering

Cain was an excellent farmer who brought the best vegetables and fruit from the ground.

a) Type of offering 

i) it was bloodless (Hebrews 9:22)

ii) in the sweat of thy brow - it was a result of Cain's own hard work - human good. (Isaiah 64:6)

iii) it was cursed (Genesis 3:17)

iv) not acceptable to God. (Titus 3:5)

b) Implications

i) Cain failed to recognise sin and the penalty of sin and his own need.

ii) He denied the curse of man.

iii) Cain refused God's offer for help.

iv) Cain's attitude - I have done this. Self righteousness.

v) Cain wanted a cover not a cure. (Matthew. 23:27,28).

c) Conclusion - Religion ignores the blood of Christ, it is characterised by good deeds.

5. Abel's Offering

Abel was a shepherd and brought of the firstlings of the flock and fat thereof. (Hebrews 11:4, 1 John 3:12)

Grace Principle - the approach through the blood of an innocent victim. It wasn't that Abel had a nice personality or Cain a bad personality, the principle is divine truth. The blood versus no blood. Divine works versus human works.

6. God deals with Cain [verse 5] 

Human rejection of divine salvation means divine rejection of that individual. Cain's reaction - he was very angry to the point of a tantrum and his face fell. Abel was accepted. Cain became jealous of Abel and lusted for precedence in the second generation.

In verses 6 and 7 God puts the alternative to Cain. God asked why are you angry and look sad. "If you do well" (do a good work in believing in Christ "shalt thou not be accepted", if not (human good or your own good works ) "the sin offering (Jesus Christ) lieth at the door. (Salvation is still available while the door remains open. (Revelation. 3:20). 

It is God's will that you be saved. (2 Peter 3:9) " thou shalt rule over him " - Cain was the first-born and had certain rights:- a) rulership; b) priesthood; c) double portion. Cain is about to be disinherited because he is not acceptable to God. He again rejects God's approach, his jealousy turns to hatred and hatred to murder.

7. Cain and Abel stand as representatives of the human race. Cain the unbeliever, Abel the believer. (John 3:36)

ABEL AND SETH AS TYPES OF CHRIST

1.
Abel died - represents the death of Christ.

Seth lived - represents the resurrection of Christ.

2. 
Abel died childless - the Lord Jesus Christ was alone in his ministry on this earth.

Seth had many children - Christ has many children in resurrection.

3. 
Abel died a violent death at the hand of his brother - Christ died a violent death at the hand of his brothers the Jews.

Seth was provided to take Abel's place - Christ was raised to be the first fruits of them that slept.

ADAM AND NOAH - HEAD OF CIVILISATIONS 

DEFINITION – A civilisation starts with believers only and ends in judgment. 

Here Adam’s civilisation ends with the Flood, Noah’s civilisation ends with the Second Advent of Christ. The final civilisation finishes with the Great White Throne judgment.

1.
Adam was the originator of the antediluvian civilisation.

Noah was the originator of the postdiluvian civilisation.

2. 
Adam was placed on the earth that had been covered with water. (Genesis 1:2,26) 

Noah was placed on the earth that had been covered with water. (Genesis 8:4)

3. 
Adam was blessed by God and told to replenish the earth. (Genesis 1:28)

Noah was blessed by God and told to replenish the earth. (Genesis 9:1).

4. 
Adam transgressed by eating of the forbidden tree. (Genesis 3:6)

Noah transgressed by drinking of the fruit of the vine. (Genesis 9:21)

5. 
Adam was naked and was covered by another (God). (Genesis 3:21)

Noah was naked and was covered by two of his sons (Genesis 9:23)

6. 
Adam's sin brought a curse on his progeny (Romans 5:12)

Noah's sin brought a curse on one section of his progeny (Genesis 9:24,25)

7. 
Adam had three sons mentioned in the Bible (Genesis 4:1, 2, 25)

Noah had three sons mentioned in the Bible (Genesis 5:32)

8.
Adam's son Seth became the line of the Messiah (Luke 3:38)

Noah's son Shem became the line of the Messiah (Luke 3:36)

9.
Adam, after his fall, received the prophecy of salvation (Genesis 3:15)

Noah, after his fall, received the prophecy of human history (Genesis 9:24-27).

GENESIS AND REVELATION COMPARED

1. Genesis shows man beginning in a beautiful paradise.

Revelation shows the wonderful paradise to come.

2. Genesis showed how man lost his chance to eat of the tree of life. (3:3-24)

Revelation shows man will again eat of that tree. (22:2)

3. Genesis tells of man's rebellion against God.

Revelation shows that man will cease to rebel against God.

4. Genesis shows the sorrow that resulted from sin.

Revelation shows that all sorrow will be removed. (21:4)

5. Genesis records the first death. (4:8)

Revelation promises that there shall be no more death. (21:4)

6. Genesis shows the beginning of the curse. (3:15-18)

Revelation shows the curse lifted. (22:3)

7. Genesis introduces Satan for the first time. (3:1-18)

Revelation shows the final doom of Satan. (20:10)

8. Genesis shows the first attempt to discredit the Word of God. (3:1-5)

Revelation promises a curse on those who alter the Word of God. (22:19)

PAUL COMPARED WITH PETER

1. The majority of the Book of Acts is largely occupied by the ministry of Paul and Peter.

2. Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles. (2 Timothy 1:11)

3. Peter was the apostle to the Jews. (Galatians 2:7)

4. There were many parallels between their ministries:

a) Paul was named Saul at first (Acts 13).


Peter was named Simon at first (John 1:42).

b) Paul was separated by the Spirit (Acts 13).    

Peter was baptised by the Spirit (Acts 2).

c) Paul was thought to be mad (Acts 26).


Peter was thought to be drunk (Acts 2).

d) Paul heals a lame man (Acts 14).



Peter heals a lame man (Acts 3).

e) Paul strikes with blindness (Acts 13).


Peter strikes with death (Acts 5).

f) Paul repudiated silver and gold (Acts 20).
 

Peter repudiated silver and gold (Acts 3).

g) Paul is arrested (Acts 21).



Peter is arrested (Acts 4).

h) Paul stands before the Council (Acts 23).


Peter stands before the Council (Acts 4).

i) Paul's action produces fear (Acts 19).


Peter's action produces fear (Acts 5).

j) Paul's handkerchief had healing virtue (Acts 19).

Peter's shadow had healing virtue (Acts 5).

k) Paul benefits from the liberal Gallio (Acts 18). 

Peter benefits from the liberal Gamaliel (Acts 5).

l) Both communicated the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands (Acts 8, 19). 

m) Paul condemns Bar-Jesus (Acts 13).


Peter condemns Simon Magus (Acts 8).

n) Paul raises Eutychus from the dead (Acts 20).

Peter raised Dorcas from the dead (Acts 9).

o) Paul almost worshipped by Lycaonians (Acts 14) 

Peter almost worshipped by Cornelius (Acts 10).

p) Paul delivered from prison by earthquake (Acts 16)

Peter delivered from prison by an angel (Acts 12)

q) Both said they were ready for prison and death for the Lord's sake (Luke 22:33, Acts 21:13).

r) Paul goes to Rome (Acts 28:16).



Peter goes to Babylon (1 Peter 5:13).

BIBLE CHARACTERS AS A TYPE
CHRIST JESUS – EMMANUEL
SCRIPTURE – He is the Word – John 1:1-5, 14

BIOGRAPHY

As God, Jesus Christ has existed eternally with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit (John 1:1-5).  As the God-man, Jesus Christ was conceived of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:20), born of a Jewish virgin, Mary (Matthew 1:18) in Bethlehem of Judea in 6 BC.  
His legal father was Joseph. Both Joseph (Matthew 1:16) and Mary (Luke 3:23), were descended from David, through Solomon and Nathan.  Circumcised on the eighth day (Luke 2:21-24).  He grew in knowledge and grace.  He was baptised by his kinsman, John the Baptist, in the Jordan (Matthew 3:13-17) at the commencement of His ministry, and then went into the desert to be tempted by the devil for 40 days and nights (Matthew 4:1-11).  Jesus spent the next three years in a ministry ranging throughout Palestine, healing the sick, preaching, teaching and encouraging those to whom He ministered that they turn to God.  Betrayed by one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, He suffered six trials before Jewish and Roman dignitaries before being condemned to death.  He died on the cross on the Passover in AD 32, completing His perfect ministry and life on earth, and securing salvation.  
God raised Jesus from the dead on the feast of first fruits three days later. He ascended into heaven from the Mount of Olives ten days before Pentecost (Acts 1:8-1 1).  In heaven He was given the place of commendation at the right hand of the Father, where He makes intercession for us and waits for His enemies to be made His footstool.  Jesus Christ will return with His saints to reign for 1000 years (Revelation 20:1-6) and will judge unbelievers at the last judgment (Revelation 20:1 1-15).  Believers will spend eternity with Jesus Christ.

EVALUATION

Jesus Christ has absolute characteristics:

a) Sovereign of the universe.  Yet He became subject to human frailty.

b) Absolutely righteous.  Yet He became sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21).

c) Totally fair.  He is not willing that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9).

d) Complete love.  He provided salvation for us while we were yet sinners (Romans 5:8).

e) Everlasting life.  He became subject to death, even the death of the cross.

f) All knowing.  He knows everything from beginning to the end.

g) All powerful.  Yet He allowed Himself to become the perfect sacrifice.

h) Everywhere.  Which means He can assist each believer individually in the Christian life (Matthew 28:19, 20)

i) Unchangeable.  Thus His promises are always true and never change (Hebrews 13:8).

j) Truth.  Thus in a world of half-truths and lies we have a person with absolute purity and truth (John 14:6).

PRINCIPLES

a) As a perfect person with no sinful nature, Jesus Christ was able to provide salvation.

b) Jesus Christ at all times worked in conformity with God’s will (John 10:30).

c) God had to forsake His Son on the cross when He judged the sins of the world in Christ.

d) In Christ we are seated in heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6).

e) Nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:35).

f) There is only one way to God, through Jesus Christ (John 14:6).

g) We will be resurrected as believers to life eternal with Jesus Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17).

h) Jesus will return again to reign from Jerusalem for 1000 years (Revelation 20:4).

i) Satan is a defeated foe (Colossians 2:15).

j) We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us (Romans 8:37).

HIS PURPOSE

a) He came as God’s perfect sacrifice for sin (John 1:29).

b) He came to be lifted up (John 3:13-15).

c) He came as the Bread of Life (John 6:50-51).

d) He came as the Light of the World (John 8:12).

e) He came as the Good Shepherd (John 10:10-11).

f) He came as the Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25).

g) He came to die for the people (John 11:49-52).

h) His cross came before His crown (John 12:23-24).

i) On the Cross righteousness and justice met, only then was God free to love man in Christ (John 15:12-14).

AARON – HIGH PRIEST

SCRIPTURE – Exodus 4:14 – 40:31; Leviticus 1:5 – 24:9; Numbers 1:3 – 33:39; Deuteronomy 9:20, 10:6.

BIOGRAPHY 

Aaron was the first high priest of Israel. He was a Levite of the family of Kohath and was the elder brother of Moses.  Both were younger than Miriam their sister.  He had four sons, the two oldest, Nadab and Abihu, being killed by God (Numbers 3:4), leaving Eleazer and Ithamar to serve in the priestly line.  Eventually, due to the size of the families during David’s reign, 24 courses of priests from the younger sons were formed (1 Chronicles 24:3-19).  He acted as spokesman for Moses (Exodus 4:14-16). 

Aaron was not as strong a character as his brother Moses for whilst he helped Moses with the defeat of the Amalekites (Exodus 17:8-13) and performed miracles in God’s power in the Egyptian court (Exodus 7:10-13, 19-21), he also sided with the people in the building of the golden calf (Exodus 32:1-5) and with his sister Miriam in criticising Moses because of his Ethiopian wife (Numbers 12:1-10).  
God, however, used Aaron as the high priest of Israel, who, adorned in his high priestly uniform (Exodus 28) served in the tabernacle.  In a plain linen uniform he made atonement for the nation and himself (Leviticus 16:1-23).  He was prevented from entering into the promised land (Numbers 20:12) and died at the age of 123 (Numbers 33:39) on Mt Hor; while his garments were removed and placed on his eldest surviving son Eleazer (Numbers 20:23-29).

EVALUATION 
The function of the high priest on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16)

a) The high priest was not allowed unrestricted access into the Holy of Holies (16:2).

b) He enters the holy place having offered a bullock for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering (16:3).

c) Aaron was to remove the ornate high priestly garments, put on a plain linen uniform, and wash himself (16:4).

d) The bullock is offered for Aaron, since he, also, is a man. The bullock is the highest value offering in Leviticus 1. The blood from the bullock is sprinkled on the mercy seat seven times (16:6, 11-14).

e) Aaron was to select two goats and then select (by casting lots) which goat would be slain and which would be the scapegoat (16:5, 7, 8).

f) One goat is slain as a sin offering for the nation of Israel (16:9, 15, 16), whilst the scapegoat is released into the wilderness (16:10).

g) He has to go in alone (16:17) and offer the blood of the animals (16:18, 19).

h) The scapegoat is then symbolically made the sin bearer of Israel by the placing of the hands on its head and confessing Israel’s iniquities (16:20-22).

i) Aaron changed from his linen uniform to his high priestly garments (16:23-24).

j) It was to occur on the feast of atonement (16:29, 30).

PRINCIPLES

a) A priest is a man who represents other men before God (Hebrews 5:1).

b) We have a high priest, Jesus Christ, who at the right hand of God makes intercession for us (Hebrews 7:24-27).

c) Because Jesus Christ was perfect He had to enter only once into the Holy of Holies for the sins of mankind (Hebrews 7:27, 9:28a). He was the sacrifice.

d) The linen uniform worn by Aaron represents Jesus Christ becoming true humanity and dying on the cross (Hebrews 2:9a).  He laid aside his embroidered priestly garments (glory) for a plain linen ephod (humanity).

e) The high priest’s uniform with its glorious richness represents the glorified resurrection body which Christ received after His death (Hebrews 2:9a).

f) The scapegoat shows our sins are removed far from us (Psalm 103:12).

g) When Christ satisfied God’s holiness on the cross, the veil was torn from top to bottom (Matthew 27:51).  This allows us, through our High Priest Jesus Christ, direct access to the throne of God (Hebrews 4:14-16; 10:19-22).

h) Even with Aaron’s failures, God still used him mightily (2 Corinthians 12:9).

ABRAHAM – FAITH

SCRIPTURE – Genesis 11:26 – 25:10; Acts 7:2-8

BIOGRAPHY

A descendant of Shem and son of Terah, who was born in Ur of the Chaldees about 2030 BC.  Known as Abram (father of high and windy places) he was renamed Abraham (father of many nations) (Genesis 17:5) prior to the birth of Isaac. Known as a friend of God (2 Chronicles 20:7) he left Ur at the command of God (Genesis 12:1).  He was told to leave his kindred, but he took with him his father Terah and his nephew Lot. He settled for a while in Haran (the dried up place) until his father died (Genesis 11:32). 

Entering the promised land he graciously allowed his nephew Lot to have the choicest grazing land for his cattle (Genesis 13:8-11) and was instrumental in releasing Lot from the spoils of the kings who attacked Sodom (Genesis 14). Abraham’s faith was tested by worry in Genesis 15 and he took his future into his own hands with the birth of Ishmael through Hagar the maidservant (Genesis 16).  After both Abraham and Sarah were past the age of child-bearing, 

Abraham was told he would have a son Isaac (laughter) (Genesis 18:10-15).  Isaac was born (Genesis 21:2) and grew up to his adolescence. Abraham was told to sacrifice his miracle child Isaac (Genesis 22:2).  Isaac bore the wood up Mt Moriah and was about to be killed when Abraham’s faith was confirmed by the provision of the ram in a thicket (Genesis 22:10-13).  Abraham died at the age of 175 (Genesis 25:7) and was buried in Mamre (Genesis 25:9).

EVALUATION

Abraham’s faith is seen in many areas of his life:

a) He left the security of Ur of the Chaldees (Genesis 11:32).

b) He went to a new land (Genesis 12:1-3).

c) His first act was to build an altar (Genesis 12:8).

d) He trusted God for provision (Genesis 13:8, 9, 18).

e) Abraham pursued Lot and rescued him even though he had only 318 men under arms (Genesis 14:14).

f) Abraham used faith to resist fear and doubt (Genesis 15:5-6).
g) He had faith that provision would be made for Isaac (Genesis 22:8).

h) He recognised that God had provided (Jehovah Jireh) (Genesis 22:14).

i) He had faith that a bride would be miraculously provided for Isaac from his own people (Genesis 24:3, 4).

PRINCIPLES

a) The whole process of the Christian life starts and depends on faith (Romans 3:28).

b) It takes faith to become a missionary (Genesis 12:4; Hebrews 11:8).

c) Abraham’s faith caused him to put God first (Genesis 12:8; Hebrews 11:10).

d) Faith in God is reflected in a gracious attitude (Galatians 5:23).

e) Faith provides courage in time of danger, especially in relation to war (Psalm 18:39).

f) Knowledge of the Scriptures, doctrines and the principles applied by faith are a cure for worry (Genesis 15:6; Psalm 43:5).

g) Even in hopeless situations, God provides. Faith seeks and causes comfort in those who are in great difficulty (Psalm 18:6).

h) Faith looks to God as the great provider for His children (Matthew 6:26).

i) Faith is the only acceptable form of relationship between man and God as it is the only form of perception which has no human merit (Romans 3:27).

j) Faith gives confidence in one’s future and the future of one’s family (Deuteronomy 5:10).

k) With faith everything is possible (Matthew 17:20).

ADAM – THE FALL

SCRIPTURE – Genesis 2:19 – 5:5

BIOGRAPHY

Adam (“red earth”), the first man, was created about 4000 BC, in the image of God.  As the first man, he was created on the sixth day out of the earth from which he received his name.  He was placed in the Garden of Eden where food was provided for him without heavy toil.  He named all the animals. 

Finding no companionship in the animal kingdom God formed woman out of a rib of Adam. They lived for an indeterminate period in innocence in the garden where there was only one test of their free will – the tree of the knowledge of ‘good and evil’. 

Eventually the woman, beguiled by the devil utilising the serpent, ate of the fruit of the tree.  Adam, having to choose between God and the woman, chose the fallen woman causing sin to enter into mankind.  Adam, the woman and the serpent were all judged with penalties being applied to them all.

EVALUATION

Genesis 3:1-21.

a) Satan indwells a beautiful serpent (3:1).

b) He attempts to show that God is unfair (3:1).

c) The woman is confused and misconstrues the command of God (3:2-3).

d) Satan lies to the woman (3:4).

e) Satan appeals to the woman’s pride (3:5).

f) The woman sins, and having tempted Adam, he disobeys God. (3:6-7).

g) Their nakedness immediately becomes apparent and they attempt to cover it with fig leaf clothes (3:7).

h) They attempt to hide from God (3:8).

i) God makes the first approach of seeking out fallen man (3:9-10).

j) Man and woman each try to blame others for their sin (3:11-13).

k) The serpent is judged (3:14).

l) The first gospel message (3:15).

m) The woman’s penalty (3:16).

n) The man’s penalty (3:17-19).

o) The man is told he will eventually die (3:19).

p) God provides man with a coat of skins (3:21).

PRINCIPLES

a) Satan can use many devices to deceive man (Genesis 3:l; Revelation 20:7-10)

b) Knowledge of the Bible is essential to combat the wiles of the devil.

c) Lies and pride are two of the greatest sins (Proverbs 6:16-19).

d) Other believers who are out of fellowship can cause us to fall into sin (1 Corinthians 5:6).

e) Human good (using our own works – fig leaves – to cover up sins) is not acceptable to God. The appearance of respectability does not necessarily reflect fellowship with God (Matthew 7:21-23).

f) God always seeks out those who are lost (Luke 19:10).

g) Sinful man will blame others or his environment for his condition rather than face his sin (1 Kings 18:17-18).

h) God always provides grace before judgement (Romans 6:14).

i) The gospel message is given. Salvation is for mankind, not for animals or Satan (Psalm 49:12; Revelation 20:10).

j) The penalties on individuals are tailored for the individual. The woman who tried to rule over the man is herself ruled over (Proverbs 24:12).

k) God provides a blood sacrifice to provide clothes of skin. Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins (Hebrews 9:22).

ALEXANDER THE GREAT – ONE WORLDISM

SCRIPTURE – Daniel 8:5-8, 21-22; 11:3-4.

BIOGRAPHY

Philip, King of Macedon, married an Epirian princess Olympias half-way through the 4th Century BC.  In 356 BC in Pella, Macedon, a son Alexander was born.  As he grew his tutor was the philosopher Aristotle.  In 340 BC Alexander acted as regent while his father was held hostage of the King of Thebes.  At the age of 20 Alexander ascended the throne of Macedon in 336 BC.  To the south, Thebes, Athens and Corinth were soon brought under his control. 

To enable him to have good control over a composite Greek army, Alexander developed the Koine (“common”) Greek language which spread with his army across the world as he conquered.  Koine Greek became the language of the inhabited world, and is also the language in which the New Testament was later written and spread through the world. Crossing into Asia with his army, Alexander went on to conquer the known world in 11 years with the battles of Gramius (334 BC), Issus (333 BC), Gangarilla (331 BC) and Hydaspes (326 BC) being among the most famous of his battles. 

Having conceived an idea of a super race, he ordered his Greek generals to divorce their wives and marry Persian princesses for he had found the Persians to be very advanced in mathematics and science.  Entering northern India he defeated Porus, King of the Punjab; and having marched for some ten years his Greek army refused to go any further. Part of his army built a fleet of boats and sailed, charting the Persian Gulf and making scientific and botanical observations.  Eventually Alexander reached Babylon where, after a heavy drinking bout, he took to his bed with a fever. Ten days later on June 13, 323 BC Alexander died.

EVALUATION

a) The vision in which Daniel saw the ram and rough goat was in the third year of the reign of Belshazzar (553 BC) (Daniel 8:1).

b) The two-horned ram was the Medeo-Persian Empire (Daniel 8:3,4,20); the large horn paralleling the raised paw of the bear (Daniel 7:5) and the shoulders of silver (Daniel 2:39).

c) The Persian Empire pushed west and north (Daniel 8:4) but was met by the goat with a single horn coming at great speed from the west (Daniel 8:5). The goat is the Greek empire (Daniel 8:21), paralleling the leopard (Daniel 7:6) and the belly of bronze (Daniel 2:39; 11:2-4).

d) The breaking of the horn is the death of Alexander (Daniel 8:8), the four minor horns being mirrored in the four heads of the leopard (Daniel 7:6) and the four winds of heaven (Daniel 11:4). These represent the four Greek generals who eventually ruled the Greek Empire in 300 BC, Ptolemy, Seluchus, Cassander and Lysimachus.

e) The vision of the Greek empires in Daniel 11 occurred in 534 BC. The power of Alexander is shown (Daniel 11:3) but his son would not reign in his stead (Daniel 11:4).

PRINCIPLES

a) The sovereign God uses some unbelievers to achieve His plan and glory (Romans 9:17).

b) God used Alexander’s genius to develop and spread the Greek language in preparation for the writing and spread of the New Testament.

c) God is in control of history and knows the future of mankind in total accuracy (Proverbs 8:15, 16).

d) God used Alexander to remove the decadent Persian Empire.

e) The time of the death of any member of the human race is in the hands of God (Luke 12:20).

f) There is a trend from greatness to decadence in empires or nations.

g) Internationalism is anti-Biblical. God’s method is individual nations (Genesis 11:1-9; cf. Genesis 10:32; 9:1-7; Revelation 13:15-17; cf. Revelation 19:19).

ANTICHRIST – WORLD RULER

SCRIPTURE – Daniel 7:8,21-26; 8:23-25; 9:26,27; 11:36-45; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12; Revelation 13:1-18; 17:16,17; 19:19,20.

BIOGRAPHY

The Antichrist is the world ruler who will emerge as a violently anti-God despot, who will emerge after the removal of God’s church.  
He comes from the gentile nations (the sea) in the last times.  His power base will be a ten nation empire closely related to the old Roman Empire known as the Revived Roman Empire. The Antichrist is very clever and infiltrates by means of a peace campaign.  He is, however, very hungry for power and once he wrests power from his subjects, he destroys the apostate religious system which has been working closely with him until then. He makes a covenant with Israel, allowing them to sacrifice in the temple, but eventually sets himself up to be worshipped as God in the temple.  His reign of almost seven years duration becomes increasingly and openly anti-God, involving signs and wonders.  He has a close relationship with the false prophet, the leader of Israel at that time.  At the end of his empire he moves on Jerusalem, which is being held by believers.  Jesus Christ returns at the Second Advent to deliver those in Jerusalem and capture the Antichrist and false prophet, throwing them into the lake of fire.

EVALUATION

a) The Antichrist arises out of the Gentile nations with the final empire of ten nations (Revelation 13:1).

b) The seven heads are seven mountains which speaks of Rome (Revelation 17:9).

c) There are seven kings:  five are fallen, one is, and one is to come (Revelation 17:10). These are empires – the five that are fallen are Egypt, Assyria, Chaldea, Persia and Greece. The one in existence in 96 AD (when John wrote Revelation) was Rome, and the one to come is the Revived Roman Empire.

d) The ten horns are ten future kingdoms which receive power for a short time (Revelation 17:12).

e) He rules empires (Revelation 13:2; cf. Daniel 7:4-6).

f) His power is from Satan (Revelation 13:2; cf. Revelation 20:2).

g) Satan gives Antichrist the world empire (Revelation 13:2).

h) Satanic worship is a key part of Antichrist’s regime (Revelation 13:4, 8).

i) He is a great orator. He is anti-God and has power for 3 1/2 years (Revelation 13:5).

j) His empire becomes a world empire (Revelation 13:7).

k) The dictator of Palestine who is demon possessed (“the false prophet”) promotes him (Revelation 13:11).

l) Great wonders and miracles are a feature of this empire (Revelation 13:13).

m) A statue of the Antichrist is constructed. It has the ability to speak. Worship of it is compulsory on the pain of death (Revelation 13:14, 15).

n) The Antichrist controls the world economy by marking members of the human race on the forehead or on the right hand (Revelation 13:16, 17; cf. Revelation 14:9-1 1).

o) His number is 666, a number which represents “perfect man” or “perfect sin” (Revelation 13:18).

p) He will not be revealed until the restrainer is removed (2 Thessalonians 2:3-7)

q) The Antichrist’s rule features power, signs and lying wonders from Satan himself (2 Thessalonians 2:9).

r) He deceives the unbeliever (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12).

s) The Antichrist is destroyed and thrown into the lake of fire at the Second Advent (Revelation 19:19, 20).

PRINCIPLES

a) Satan is the ruler of this world (John 16:11).

b) World domination and internationalism is Satanic in origin (Genesis 11:6-9).

c) Miracles, signs and lying wonders are strategies employed by Satan to deceive (John 8:44).

d) Economic control of the individual enslaves that individual (Proverbs 22:7).

e) Ultimately vast power creates the delusion that the person in control is God (Genesis 3:5; Isaiah 14:13,14).

f) The antichrist will not be revealed until after the Rapture of the Church when the Holy Spirit who restrains him (and indwells all Christians) will be removed from the world (2 Thessalonians 2:3-7).

g) A few years of power is not worth an eternity of suffering.

h) Eventually man must account to Jesus Christ as his judge if he does not accept Jesus Christ as Saviour (Revelation 20:12-15).

i) At a point, people become so hardened to God that God gives them over to their own delusions (2 Thessalonians 2:11, Romans 1:28).

j) The Antichrist is a person, not to be confused with the many antichrists of (1 John 2:18) or the “spirit of antichrist” of (1 John 4:3)

BELSHAZZAR – DECADENCE

SCRIPTURE – Daniel 5.

BIOGRAPHY

For many years Belshazzar was considered a mythical character.  His existence was, however, confirmed in 1854 when archaeologist J. E. Taylor uncovered in Ur of the Chaldees clay cylinders containing a prayer to the Moon god for Belshazzar from Nabonidus his co-ruler. This confirms the statement in Daniel 5:29 where Daniel was made the third ruler in the nation. Belshazzar, the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar through Queen Nitocris, was co-ruler of the Chaldean Empire from 556 BC until its destruction by the Medes and Persians in 539 BC. 

Daniel 5 presents the last night of the Chaldean Empire which had been the greatest empire of the ancient world, being represented by the head of gold (Daniel 2:32,38) and the winged lion (Daniel 7:4).  Apparently secure within the walled city of Babylon, Belshazzar gave a party for 1000 nobles (Daniel 5:1).  The party was decadent with much drinking, using holy vessels ransacked from the Temple in Jerusalem (Daniel 5:3). The party was uneventful until God intervened, writing on the wall.  In the ancient world great deeds of kings were written on the walls, and here the judgement on the king is given.

EVALUATION

a) Wine, women and idols. Belshazzar by his lifestyle demonstrates many negative traits.

i) He drank excessively as a leader (Proverbs 31:4-5, Titus 1:7).

ii) He was a self-centred egoist which causes national disaster.

iii) He lived in a world of self indulgence.

iv) By using the vessels from the Temple to drink to his gods he was placing them above the God of Israel. God will not tolerate this (Exodus 20:3).

b) The warnings. The destruction of the Chaldean (Babylonian) Empire had been prophesied in other Old Testament books (Jeremiah 50:10; Isaiah 47:1-3). In Daniel 5:5,6 the warning of the imminent fall of the empire is given by the writing on the wall.

c) His reaction.

i) Panic (Daniel 5:7).

ii) Consulting the wise men (Daniel 5:8).

iii) Fear (Daniel 5:9).

d) Sound advice.

i) From Queen Nitocris (Daniel 5:10-12).

ii) From Daniel (Daniel 5:13-28).

e) Belshazzar’s reaction.

i) He rewards Daniel (Daniel 5:29)

ii) He is killed and the empire ends (Daniel 5:30).

PRINCIPLES

a) Belshazzar should have known of the Old Testament prophecies (Daniel 2:48).

b) Righteousness preserves a nation; sin destroys it (Proverbs 14:34).

c) Prepared people can give accurate information in catastrophes (2 Kings 6:17; Daniel 5:11).

d) God uses your apparently bad circumstances to assist others (Genesis 40:3, 8).

e) Escapism solves nothing as problems must be faced (Genesis 3:8, 9).

f) Pleasure is never a substitute for fellowship with God (Ecclesiastes 2:1).

g) Drunkenness is a sign of degeneracy (Proverbs 23:21).

h) God will not tolerate blasphemy and irreverence to Himself (Leviticus 24:16).

i) God’s Word judges those who ignore it (Psalm 1:6).

j) Man never knows the day or hour of his death (Luke 12:20).

k) The fall of a nation is preceded by decadence of leadership (Isaiah 9:16-17).

l) God is in control of history (Proverbs 8:15-16).

CYRUS – PERSIAN SHEPHERD

SCRIPTURE – Ezra 1:1 – 6:14.

BIOGRAPHY

Cyrus II The Great was the son of Cambyses I, King of Anshan, and Mandane, a daughter of the King of Media.  On the death of Cambyses in 559 BC he unified the Persians before attacking Media and welding the Medes and the Persians into an empire. He proceeded to defeat Croesus the fabulously rich King of Lydia in 546 BC before commencing an assault on Babylon itself.  Cyrus eventually took Babylon, slaying the last King of the Chaldean empire, Belshazzar. On entering Babylon Cyrus proved to be a merciful conqueror allowing enslaved peoples to return to their own lands. 
This included the Jews, who were encouraged by Cyrus to return to Palestine and rebuild the temple (2 Chronicles 36:22,23; Ezra 1:1-5).  He returned the sacred vessels plundered by Nebuchadnezzar from Solomon’s temple (Ezra 6:5). About 50,000 Jews returned to Palestine under the leadership of Joshua and Zerubbabel (Ezra 2:64, 65). 

The famous Cyrus Cylinder found by Hormuzd Rassam in the 19th Century confirms Cyrus’ noble nature. The foundation stone of the second temple was laid in 536 BC (Ezra 3:8) exactly 70 years after the captivity, the time of desolations.  In the autumn of 530 BC Cyrus died in battle.  He was buried in Pasargadae where his small tomb is still visible.

EVALUATION

a) Cyrus was named by Isaiah in 712 BC (Isaiah 44:28).

b) It was prophesied that he would issue an edict ordering the rebuilding of the temple.

c) The Jews were warned by Jeremiah of a period of 70 years of desolations (Jeremiah 25:11, 12).

d) The prophecy states that the Chaldean empire will be destroyed as a result.

e) Daniel recognised the 70 year desolation period in Daniel 9:2 and that the Jews would return to Israel.

f) The foundation stone for the temple was laid by Zerubbabel in 536 BC (Ezra 3:8), being 70 years from the original desolation commencing in 606 BC.

g) Cyrus therefore fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah some 200 years after it was given.

PRINCIPLES

a) God is in control of every circumstance in history. He knows our problems (Psalm 93:1; Matthew 6:8).

b) God is aware of what role we will play in His plan but does not coerce our free will (Esther 4:14-16).

c) Cyrus as a gentile had a central position in the history of the Jews. Race or origin are no barrier in the plan of God (Psalm 87:4; Colossians 3:11).

d) There is a common author of scripture, the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16).

e) God will provide a means of release from times of trouble for His chosen ones (1 Corinthians 10:13).

f) Oppression of the Jews brings disaster but a pro-Jewish policy brings national prosperity (Genesis 12:1-3).

g) A great leader should be both strong and merciful (Proverbs 11:17; Matthew 5:5).

h) We should place God first in our lives (Exodus 20:3).

i) Knowledge and application of the scriptures is a source of comfort in times of adversity (Joshua 1:8).

j) God’s timing is perfect (Acts 1:7).

DANIEL – DEDICATION 

SCRIPTURE – Daniel; Matthew 24:15; Mark 13:14

BIOGRAPHY

Daniel was born to Judean nobility (Daniel 1:3-6).  He was taken as a hostage by Nebuchadnezzar into Babylon in 605 BC after the shattering defeat of the Egyptians at the battle of Carchemish.  There were to be two further groups to go into exile; the final one being in 586 BC, the start of the Babylonian captivity. 

In Babylon Daniel was given the name Belteshazzar, effectively changing his name from “God’s judge” to “Zeus”.  For three years Daniel and his fellow hostages were taught Chaldean, science and the wisdom of the Babylonian civilisation (Daniel 1:4) and outshone all others as students (Daniel 1:20).  He gained a reputation first as an interpreter of other men’s visions (Daniel chapters 2 – 5) then of his own when he predicted the future of empires (Daniel chapters 7 – 12). Renowned for his wisdom he occupied leading governmental posts under Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar and Darius. 

Daniel is quoted by Jesus in Matthew 24:15 and Mark 13:14 in regard to the future erection of the “abomination of desolation”, the statue of the world leader in the Temple (Daniel 12:11).  Tradition has it that Daniel died at Susa, but there is no clear evidence of this.  He did, however, live for at least 73 years in exile, thus he died at a full age.

EVALUATION

Daniel’s dedication is seen in many ways in the book of Daniel.

a) He would not eat meat from the king’s table as it had been offered to idols; nor would he drink wine (Daniel 1:8).

b) He worked hard at his studies, being assisted by God (Daniel 1:20).

c) He prayed for wisdom (Daniel 2:14-18).

d) He gives God the credit for interpretation (Daniel 2:28-30).

e) He is fearless in his interpretation (Daniel 2:37-45; 4:18-27; 5:17-28).

f) When promoted he remembered his friends (Daniel 2:49).

g) His friends were also consistent under pressure (Daniel 3).

h) He obtained an excellent reputation in Babylon (Daniel 5:12).

i) Daniel puts God before the laws of man (Daniel 6:10-15).

j) Daniel receives protection (Daniel 6:22).

k) Daniel receives an outline of human history culminating in the return of Jesus Christ to reign (Daniel chapter 7-12), including a detailed vision on the Greek kingdoms (Daniel chapter 11). These visions troubled him (Daniel 7:28; 8:27).

l) Daniel studied the Scriptures (Daniel 9:2) and knew that the Jews would return.

m) As an old man Daniel is still interceding for his country (Daniel 9:3-19).

n) He is taught by an angel (Daniel 10:12, 13), who had been delayed by demons in the country of Persia.

PRINCIPLES

a) God must be honoured in our successes (1 Chronicles 29:12; Acts 12:23).

b) Without God there is no promotion (Psalm 127:1; Psalm 113:7, 8).

c) The principles set down in the scripture are not only a guide but a source of hope in a hopeless situation (Psalm 119:105).

d) In times of oppression God is still with you and able to keep (Psalm 42:11).

e) Moral courage comes from Bible principles (Psalm 23:4).

f) God’s way has predominance over the laws of a state if those laws are antagonistic to God’s Word (Acts 4:19-20).

g) God knows our individual needs (Matthew 6:32).

h) God controls history (Proverbs 8:15, 16).

i) Friends and colleagues benefit by association with believers (Genesis 39:3).

j) God will give wisdom when requested (James 1:5).

DAVID – NOBILITY

SCRIPTURE – 1 Chronicles 11-29; 1 Samuel 16 – 1 Kings 2:12

BIOGRAPHY

David was born in the 10th Century BC into the tribe of Judah. He was the youngest of eight brothers (1 Samuel 17:12). His father was Jesse.  Unlike his brothers, David was a shepherd, in which capacity he learnt courage which he later used in battle (1 Samuel 17:34, 35).  He also learnt tenderness and care for his flocks, a side of David which was reflected in his writings of God (e.g. Psalm 23).  Like Joseph before him, his many talents were a cause of jealousy for his brothers (1 Samuel 17:28).  When Saul was rejected, Samuel, guided by God, anointed David at Bethlehem (1 Samuel 16:1-13).  God selected David to minister to Saul (1 Samuel 16:17-21), which he did, utilising his musical skills.  David in his famous contest with Goliath showed himself as a courageous believer.  Saul’s attitude continued to decline.  He became jealous of David, which resulted in David’s flight from the King (1 Samuel 22:6-19).  Eventually Saul was killed in the battle of Gilboa in 1056 BC.  David mourned his passing (2 Samuel 1:17-27).  At 30 years of age (2 Samuel 5:4) David began his reign of 40 years in Hebron as King of Judah.  Seven years later he became King of the whole of Israel, reigning from Jerusalem (2 Samuel 5:5), which he captured from the Jebusites.  David’s life, however, was not without sin and anguish.  His scheming in conjunction with his taking of Bathsheba and consequent loss of his children is well known.  He is nevertheless held up as the prime example of a man after God’s heart and the great King from whom the King of kings was to descend.  David died aged 70 and was buried at Jerusalem (1 Kings 2:10, 11).

EVALUATION

a) David was not highly regarded by his father (1 Samuel 16:11).

b) Samuel however was able to discern that the youngest son of Jesse was the chosen one of Israel (1 Samuel 16:12, 13).

c) He was able to assist Saul in times of stress with his skilful playing of the harp (1 Samuel 16:23).

d) While acting as a shepherd he had killed both a lion and a bear (1 Samuel 17:34-37).

e) He uses this experience when he faces Goliath of Gath, the Philistine champion (1 Samuel 17:39-51).

f) He selects five smooth stones as there were five giants in the Philistine army, comprising Goliath, Goliath’s brother (2 Samuel 21:19), Ishbi-benob (2 Samuel 21:16), Saph (2 Samuel 21:18), and six fingers and six toes (2Samuel 21:20).

g) In his flight from Saul, David has opportunities to ascend the throne by killing Saul, but does not (1 Samuel 24:4-7; 26:7-12).

h) David showed compassion to Mephibosheth, the crippled descendant of Saul (2 Samuel 9).

i) David’s desire for Bathsheba causes him to cause the murder of one of his greatest warriors Uriah (2 Samuel 11).

j) David confessed his sin asking that the Holy Spirit be not taken from him (Psalm 51:11).

PRINCIPLES

a) God uses people who may not be of great importance in the world’s view (1 Corinthians 1:26-28).

b) Spiritual values are spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians 2:14).

c) Music has therapeutic values for some types of disorders.

d) Previous experience and skills can be utilised by God in His service (Acts 22:3).

e) With God nothing is impossible (Luke 1:37).

f) The Christian soldier must be adequately prepared for all eventualities (the five stones).

g) Violent revolution and coup d’etats never achieve anything as the new regime is almost always worse than that overthrown (Judges 9).

h) The timing for change is in the hand of the Lord. Whether one is promoted or not is dependent on God’s plan for your life (Psalm 113:7, 8).

i) True nobility is showing generosity and compassion to your enemies (Matthew 5:44).

ELIJAH – POWER OF GOD

SCRIPTURE – 1 Kings 17 -19, 21; 2 Kings 1, 2.

BIOGRAPHY

Elijah was a 9th Century BC prophet. His name meant “Jehovah is God”.  He has very little background mentioned in the Bible even though he is one of the greatest prophets in Jewish history.  He was called a Tishbite from Gilead (1 Kings 17:1) and suddenly appeared on the scene.  
He confronted Ahab with a prediction of drought (1 Kings 17) and retired to the desert.  He reappeared where he challenged the prophets of Baal in the Mount Carmel contest (1 Kings 18). Having won a great victory over paganism he fled from Jezebel to Horeb where he resided in despair (1 Kings 19) (see Moses). The second half of his ministry involved the Naboth incident (1 Kings 21) and predicted judgement on Ahaziah for idolatry (2 Kings 1).  Like Enoch before him, Elijah was translated without dying, in a fiery chariot (2 Kings 2) leaving his prophet’s mantle to Elisha.

EVALUATION

a) Ahab accuses Elijah of causing problems in Israel (1 Kings 18:17).

b) Elijah tells Ahab that the problems in Israel are caused by Ahab’s disobedience to God’s laws (1 Kings 18:18).

c) He challenges Ahab to assemble the prophets of Baal who were being kept at public expense to Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18:19, 20). They number 450.

d) Elijah tells the crowd that he is the last remaining prophet of the Lord and sets up a test of who is the true God (1 Kings 18:21-24).

e) The prophets of Baal, with incantation and ritual, attempt to invoke their God but to no effect (1 Kings 18:25-29).

f) Elijah now copies Joshua at Gilgal and makes an altar of 12 stones, places a bullock on wood and pours water on the sacrifice (1 Kings 18:30-36).

g) The power of God is demonstrated with fire from heaven consuming the sacrifice (1 Kings 18:38).

h) The drought which had been afflicting the land for 31/2 years was now broken (1 Kings 18:41-46).

i) Jezebel the queen reacted to the death of the priests of Baal who had been slaughtered at Elijah’s insistence (1Kings 18:40) and threatened to kill Elijah.

j) Elijah becomes depressed and flees into the wilderness. God provides food whilst he is under the juniper tree (1Kings 19:4-8).

k) Dwelling in a cave at Mount Horeb, the Lord shows wind, fire and earthquake but the Lord is not in them (1Kings 19:9-1 1).

l) The Lord appears in a still small voice and tells Elijah that he is not the last believer but that there are 7000 other servants of the Lord in Israel. He is to go and find Elisha, his successor as prophet; and anoint Jehu king over Israel (1 Kings 19:12-18).

PRINCIPLES

a) Resist the devil and he will flee from you (James 4:7).

b) Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world (1 John 4:4).

c) Nothing is impossible with God (Mark 10:27).

d) The battle is the Lord’s (1 Samuel 17:47).

e) God will provide great victories against apparently superior forces (cf. Gideon).

f) It is possible for a spiritual giant to become depressed and disillusioned (John 21:3).

g) In times of trouble the Lord will give guidance (Psalm 42:1 1).

h) God will not prosper a nation which has become apostate (Deuteronomy 28:15-68).

i) The Lord always has faithful representatives to continue His work in the devil’s world.

j) Elijah parallels Moses his fellow herald at the Second Advent in many ways:

i) Both went to Horeb where God spoke to them.

ii) Both had a mysterious end to their ministry.

iii) Both are heralds at the Second Advent (Revelation 11).

iv) God used fire in both cases as a demonstration of power.

v) Both seen on the Mount of Transfiguration.

vi) Both had noteworthy successors.

k) The servant who fails can again have a major part to play in the plan of God (Jonah).

ELISHA – MIRACLES

SCRIPTURE – 1 Kings 19 - 2 Kings 2:9; 13.

BIOGRAPHY

Elisha, whose name means “God of salvation”, was a native of Abel-meholah in the Jordan valley (1 Kings 19:16). His father was Shaphat.  When he was called he was ploughing with 12 oxen (1 Kings 19:19), portraying that his family was comfortably off.  Elijah placed his mantle on Elisha to call him.  He killed two of the oxen and they feasted before Elisha left with Elijah 11 Kings 19:21).  His ministry covered a period of over 50 years from 896 – 839 BC, being spent primarily in the northern kingdom of Samaria during the reigns of King Ahab to King Jehoash.  
The period of Elisha’s ministry did not occur in the same tension filled environment of his predecessor with less conflict between the worship of Jehovah and Baal.  He, however, displayed signs and wonders and in the tradition of Samuel attracted peasants and kings alike. Because of his special gifts he was in great demand.  Elijah and Elisha have been compared with Moses and Joshua. The miracle working of Elisha, however, can be analogised to the ministry of Jesus after the life of Elijah (cf. John the Baptist, John 1:15-21).  Elisha died at the age of 85 to 90.

EVALUATION

Elisha, having received the mantle of his predecessor who had entered into heaven in a fiery chariot (2 Kings 2:11), proceeded to perform twice the number of miracles of Elijah.

a) The parting of the Jordan (2 Kings 2:13, 14), which occurred immediately after the translation of Elijah.

b) Jericho’s water supply (2 Kings 2:19-22) was purified by Elisha throwing in a bowl of salt. Elisha’s fountain is still an important source of water for Jericho.

c) The cursing of the children (2 Kings 2:23,24) due to their mocking of him. The children were killed by she bears.

d) The defeat of Moab (2 Kings 3:1-27) was predicted correctly by Elisha.

e) The widow’s oil (2 Kings 4:1-7), where Elisha assisted a poor widow’s financial needs by the provision of copious oil. This saved the enslavement of her children.

f) The Shunamite’s son (2 Kings 4:8-37), where Elisha performed the miracle of raising the child from the dead.

g) The poison pot (2 Kings 4:38-41), which by the adding of meal to a pot containing poisonous plants the food was made edible.

h) The twenty loaves (2 Kings 4:42-44), which were multiplied and fed a hundred men.

i) The healing of Naaman (2 Kings 5).

j) The floating axe head (2 Kings 6:1-7).

k) The protection of Elisha at Dothan by the chariots of fire (2 Kings 6:11-23).

l) The foretelling of much food in a famine in Samaria (2 Kings 6:24 - 7:20).

m) The raising of the dead man (2 Kings 13:21) who had been thrown into the grave of Elisha and had touched the bones of the prophet.

n) Many illustrations regarding Jesus occur in the Old Testament. Here we have many miracles which were performed by Elisha with similar miracles performed by our Lord:

i) Walking on water 

Parting of the Jordan

ii) Water into wine 

Sour water into sweet

iii) Cursing of the fig tree 

Cursing of the children

iv) Raising of Lazarus 

Shunamite’s son

v) Feeding of the 5,000 

Feeding of the 100

vi) Healing the leper 

Healing of Naaman

vii) Angels minister to Christ 
The chariots of fire.

PRINCIPLES

a) The Lord can protect believers in miraculous ways (Acts 12:5-1 1).

b) God makes provision for His servants to be able to work for Him effectively (John 16:23, 24).

c) If God is placed first in all you do you will have spiritual success (Joshua 1:8).

d) Even after death your work can be effective in making alive the spiritually dead (Revelation 14:13).

ESTHER – JEWISH QUEEN

SCRIPTURE – Esther.

BIOGRAPHY

Esther was descended from Benjamin.  She was adopted by her cousin Mordecai on the death of her parents (Esther 2:5-7).  Her name means Star after the Persian name of the goddess Ishtar.  Her Jewish name Hadassah means Myrtle. Mordecai was a descendant of Kish who had been carried by Nebuchadnezzar into captivity. 

Haman, who was conspiring to massacre the Jews, was an Agagite (Esther 3:1-10) descended from Agag who had been spared by Saul (1 Samuel 15).  Mordecai, like Saul, was a Benjamite (Esther 2:5; cf. 1 Samuel 9:1).  Saul failed to deal with Agag whilst Mordecai eliminated Haman.  Mordecai succeeded Haman. 

Esther was chosen out of many women who resided in the royal court of Xerxes 1 (486-465 BC) to succeed Vashti as queen. She initially hid her Jewishness and asked her countrymen to pray for her with fasting (Esther 4:15-17). Eventually she confronted Xerxes successfully with the problems which Haman posed.

EVALUATION

a) Ahasuerus deposes his wife Vashti for refusing to attend a banquet (Esther 1:1-22).

b) Esther, a Jew, is chosen in Vashti’s place (Esther 2:1-18).

c) Mordecai tells Esther of a plot to kill the king (Esther 2:19-23).

d) Mordecai refuses to bow to Haman the king’s favourite who sets a date to massacre the Jews (Esther 3:1-15).

e) Mordecai persuades Esther to intercede for the Jews with the king (Esther 4:1-17).

f) Esther invites the king and Haman to a banquet (Esther 5:1-9).

g) The king rewards Mordecai for revealing the plot against him (Esther 6:1-14).

h) At a second banquet Esther reveals the plot against the king (Esther 7:1-6a).

i) Haman is convicted and hanged (Esther 7:6b-10).

j) The king, knowing that he cannot revoke the edict to kill Jews, sends out a second edict (Esther 3:12-15, 8:8-14).

k) The Jews use this to kill their enemies (Esther 8:1-17).

l) The deliverance is commemorated at the feast of Purim (Esther 9:20-32).

m) Mordecai is placed in a position of authority (Esther 10:1-3).

PRINCIPLES

a) God is in charge of history (Proverbs 8:15, 16).

b) God promotes and demotes (Psalm 113:7, 8).

c) God will protect His chosen people even when they are under foreign domination (Psalm 118:6-14).

d) Everyone has the opportunity to serve the Lord at certain times during their lives (Romans 1:20).

e) Problems that are not faced may cause major difficulties to your descendants (Exodus 20:5).

f) Your actions, to be effective, must be led by the Lord (Psalm 127:1, 2).

g) Anti-Semitism is always condemned by God (Genesis 12:3).

h) The battle is the Lord’s (1 Samuel 17:47).

i) The believer should always put God’s plan first (Matthew 6:33).

j) Fasting and prayer is a bona fide support for those in leadership positions (1 Timothy 2:1, 2).

k) Faithfulness in the Lord’s work brings honour to His name (2 Thessalonians 1:11, 12).

l) In desperate times moral courage is needed (Ezra 10:4).

m) Unimportant people with no great lineage can play a central role in God’s plan (1 Corinthians 1:26-28).

n) Plotting against others can backfire (Proverbs 26:27).

EZEKIEL – ISRAEL’S FUTURE

SCRIPTURE – Ezekiel.

BIOGRAPHY

Ezekiel, whose name means “God strengthens”, was born about 625 BC.  He was the son of Buzi and of the family of Zadok (Ezekiel 1:3). He was therefore a priest who had the office of prophet. He was brought up in Jerusalem and deported to Babylon with Jehoiachim in 597 BC 12 Kings 24:14-17) some nine years after Daniel. Ezekiel settled in the village of Telabib by the river Chebar. 

It was not until the fifth year of his captivity that he received his call as a prophet (Ezekiel 1:2). He was then aged 30 (Ezekiel 1:1). He continued to prophesy for at least 21 years, his last prophecy being in 570 BC. His wife died suddenly the day Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Jerusalem in 586 BC (Ezekiel 24:1, 2, 15-18). There is no evidence that he had any children. 

With his training and his background, Ezekiel possessed detailed knowledge of the Temple with his writings being greatly influenced by priestly symbolism. Unlike Isaiah (Isaiah 6:6-10) and Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:4-10), whose lips were cleansed at the start of their ministry, Ezekiel was ordered to eat the scroll of words.  Ezekiel reinforced the spoken word with dramatic symbolic acts, drawing a map of besieged Jerusalem on a brick (Ezekiel 4:1-3), lying prostrate on one side and then the other for several days (Ezekiel 4:4-8), and shaving himself with a sword (Ezekiel 5:1-17).

EVALUATION

a) Ezekiel 37 concerns the return of Christ and the nation Israel.

b) Ezekiel receives a vision of the valley of dry bones (Ezekiel 37:1, 2).

c) The dry bones are completely without life (Ezekiel 37:2).

d) Ezekiel is told to prophesy to the dry bones (Ezekiel 37:4-6).

e) On prophesying, the dry bones come together and flesh appears and skin but no breath (Ezekiel 37:7, 8).

f) Ezekiel then prophesies again and breath came into the army (Ezekiel 37:8, 9).

g) Israel is without hope (Ezekiel 37:1 1).

h) God will cause the nation Israel to return to its land (Ezekiel 37:12-14).

i) The reunification of the twelve tribes is foretold (Ezekiel 37:15-20).

j) The Lord will bring Israel back from the four corners of the world (Ezekiel 37:21).

k) There will be one nation with one king, Jesus Christ, reigning over them all (Ezekiel 37:22).

l) There will be great spirituality in the nation in this period of time (Ezekiel 37:23).

m) Their kingdom established under Christ will last forever (Ezekiel 37:24-25).

n) God will dwell with them in a covenant relationship (Ezekiel 37:26-28).

PRINCIPLES

a) The nation Israel has a future and is still the apple of God’s eye (Amos 9:15; Zechariah 2:8).

b) Jesus Christ as a Jew is King of the Jews forever (Luke 1:33).

c) There would be a long period of time when Israel would be dead (Isaiah 1 1:1, 11).

d) The initial restoration of the nation would be in unbelief (Ezekiel 11:17, 19).

e) There would be a subsequent time when Israel would be spiritually aware (Zechariah 12:10).

f) Israel would become a powerful military force (Isaiah 19:16, 17).

g) The nation would be reunited at this time (Luke 1:33).

h) It will be an eternal relationship (Luke 1:33).

i) Impossible situations are no problem to God (Luke 1:37).

j) What God has stated in His Word is right irrespective of the current wisdom of man (1 Corinthians 1:25).

k) God is always in control (Psalm 93:1).

l) A knowledge of prophecy gives us hope for the future (1 Thessalonians 4:18).

GIDEON – COURAGE

SCRIPTURE – Judges 6-8; Hebrews 11:32.

BIOGRAPHY

In the period after the exodus from Egypt, Israel was a theocracy.  God raised up leaders to rule over, or judge, Israel. The Jewish tribes were unorganised (Judges 21:25). Gideon lived in the 13th Century BC.  Gideon was such a judge. He was the son of Joash of the clan of Abiezer of Mannaseh (Judges 6:11, 15).  The Jews were dominated by the Midianites (Bedouin people) when the Lord appeared to Gideon.  Gideon was reluctant at first, his re-assurance including putting out of the fleece.  
Gideon eventually led a small army of 300 against the Midianites in a surprise attack and routed them. After success in throwing off the yoke of oppression, Gideon was asked to set up a hereditary monarchy.  He refused in humility, believing that Israel should remain a theocracy – ruled by God.  God granted Israel peace for the rest of Gideon’s life.  He eventually died, an example of faith which is used in Hebrews 11:32.  He was buried in the sepulchre of his father Joash in Ophrah (Judges 8:32) circa 1200 BC.

EVALUATION

a) Due to apostasy, God had allowed the Midianites to dominate Israel for seven years (Judges 6:1).

b) The Jews were greatly impoverished by this domination and turned to the Lord (Judges 6:6).

c) The angel of Jehovah appeared to Gideon, who was threshing wheat secretly (Judges 6:11).

d) He is called a man of valour by his visitor (Judges 6:12). Gideon, however, recognises that he is from the poorest tribe for leading Israel and tries to withdraw from his leadership role (Judges 6:15).

e) He is assured of God’s help (Judges 6:16) and God’s power is demonstrated (Judges 6:20, 21) which encourages Gideon (Judges 6:24).

f) His first act is to throw down the altar of Baal and build an altar to the Lord (Judges 6:25-32). This caused the Midianites to gather against Gideon in the valley of Jezreel (Judges 6:33).

g) Gideon now tests God’s presence by two miracles involving the fleece (Judges 6:37-40).

h) Gideon calls a large army together (Judges 6:35), but lest Gideon and Israel consider that the army would win the day in its own strength, God reduces the army by 22,000 who were fearful (Judges 7:3) and 9,700 who used their hands to drink (Judges 7:6), leaving a remnant of 300 (Deuteronomy 20:1-8  Judges 7:7).

i) Gideon divides this group into three (Judges 7:16), and attacked the Midianites by night. The Midianites fled (Judges 7:21-23).

j) Ephraim, who had been called in at the last moment (Judges 7:24) were jealous, but Gideon placated them (Judges 8:1-3). The Day of Midian is remembered as divine deliverance (Psalm 83:11; Isaiah 9:4, 10:26).

k) Gideon completes his conquest (Judges 8:4-21).

l) He is asked to set up a monarchy (Judges 8:22-23).

m) The last 40 years of Gideon’s life are peaceful (Judges 8:28).

PRINCIPLES

a) Nations who have followed God in the past may be disciplined for apostasy by God using heathen nations (Isaiah 10:5).

b) God can use the poorest of human material for His plan (Luke 14:21-23).

c) With obedience to God’s plan, miraculous results can be obtained (Joshua 6:1-20).

d) If you are working in conformity with God’s plan, you have overwhelming superiority, even if from a human viewpoint you appear outnumbered (1 Samuel 17:45).

e) Having commenced with the plan of God in your life, it is necessary to have courage and tenacity to complete the work (Psalm 27:14; Psalm 31:24).

f) Knowledge of the scriptures allows one to make correct decisions – not to set up a monarchy (1 Samuel 8:6, 7; Psalm 146:3).

g) Even great people who have been involved and mightily used by God can fail in the area of idolatry (1 Kings 11:4).

h) The courageous compliance with God’s guidance produces peace (Psalm 127:1, 2).

HEROD THE GREAT – POWER COMPLEX

SCRIPTURE – Matthew 2:1-19.

BIOGRAPHY

Herod was the greatest non-Roman of his time. Herod was an unbeliever who had a great effect on the life of Jesus Christ.  Herod was the son of Antipas II who was in armed conflict with the last of the Hazmanean dynasty, a dynasty founded by Judas Macabbeas in 163 BC.  Herod, from Idumea, lived in Petra, learning how to make money from the Nabateans who had discovered the way of sailing to India using the monsoons.  He became very rich.  When his father was assassinated by the Hazmaneans, Herod ascended the Jewish throne.  At 26 he was described as tall, handsome, very athletic and a great conversationalist as well as being very charming.  He was a great hunter, wrestler and bowman yet never as a young man did he have a statue or coin made in his likeness as this would have offended the Jews.  His concern for the Jews had been shown early in his reign in feeding them at his own expense for two years.  The Jews repaid him by revolting against him.  
Herod was in the forefront of the political scene, backing Cassius and Brutus after the assassination of Julius Caesar in 15th March of 44 BC.  They were defeated by Augustus at the battle of Philippi in 42 BC.  He then backed Marc Anthony against Augustus.  Marc Anthony was defeated at the battle of Actium in 31 BC. Herod, however, was confirmed as King of the Jews.  After Augustus had been established on the throne of Rome, Herod was able to concentrate on pacifying his own country, including removing bandits from the caves of Galilee, thus preparing the area in which Jesus would grow up. Herod was the greatest builder of his day.  
He developed a standing army, the infantry being made up of Greeks and Celts with the cavalry coming from his homeland Idumea.  He set up forts from Damascus to the Negev on top of the highest mountains, allowing for excellent communications across his kingdom.  Four of these forts were within signalling distance of Jerusalem including one which was six kilometres from Bethlehem.  In the last decade of his life, Herod became physically and mentally ill.  He became paranoid about plots against his throne which culminated in his reaction when the Magi asked him where the baby born King of the Jews was to be found.  Jesus was born some 18 months before the death of Herod, which occurred in the northern spring of 4 BC.

EVALUATION

a) In Matthew 2 the Magi came from Babylon seeking the King of the Jews (Matthew 2:1).

b) Herod was shocked by the Magi’s question as he had not been born King of the Jews. He had, through his father, assumed power by coup d’etat (Matthew 2:2, 3).

c) The ruler shared his concern (Matthew 2:3).

d) He called the religious leaders together (Matthew 2:4) and demanded where the Christ child should be born.

e) His religious advisers tell him Bethlehem of Judea (Matthew 2:5, 6) as this had been given in Micah 5:2. It’s location was specified as there was Bethlehem of Zebulun in Galilee (Joshua 19:15, 16).

f) Herod sent them to Bethlehem asking to report back (Matthew 2:8).

g) The Magi are given divine revelation that they should return to Babylon by a different route (Matthew 2:12).

h) Herod’s worship is seen in the systematic slaughter of the young children in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:16) aged two years and under.

PRINCIPLES

a) God uses unbelievers in His plan. God rules and controls (Romans 9:17; Proverbs 8:15, 16).

b) God’s history plan will continue despite the absolute opposition of the leadership of the country (Job 12:21).

c) Herod had a tremendous opportunity to seek the Christ child and find salvation. Instead he tried to eliminate the Messiah.

d) Physical strength, mental ability and charm in youth can degenerate in later life to create utter misery (Ecclesiastes 12:1-6).

e) Spiritual beauty lasts forever, and should mature with age (1 Corinthians 13:13).

f) Power and position are not a source of happiness. Power corrupts. Position can become a source of pride (Isaiah 1:23; Amos 5:12).

g) God can miraculously protect believers even from powerful rulers. The Magi escaped even though Herod’s communication system was the finest in the world (Daniel 6:23).

ISAAC – TYPE OF CHRIST

SCRIPTURE – Genesis 17:19 – 35:29.

BIOGRAPHY

Isaac, whose name means Laughter, was the son of Abraham and Sarah.  He was the long awaited child who had been promised to Abraham and is in the direct line of Jesus Christ.  Abraham at 100 was sexually dead thus the birth of Isaac at Gerar (about 1900 BC was miraculous.  Isaac when a teenager was directed to be sacrificed by his father but was spared by the divine provision of a ram in a thicket.  When he was 40 years old he married Rebekah who had been sought out by his father’s unnamed servant.  The arranged marriage worked well with Isaac and Rebekah proving to be a loving couple (Genesis 26:8).  
Although there had been difficulties between Isaac and his step-brother Ishmael, the father of the Arabs, they co-operated in the burial of Abraham (Genesis 25:9).  Isaac was 60 when the twins Jacob and Esau were born.  He prospered being blessed with cattle and became very wealthy.  His household increased so much that he became the envy of the land.  Unlike his nomadic father, Isaac dwelt at Gerar and Beersheba.  Isaac eventually died at the age of 180 having lived the longest of the three great patriarchs, being buried by his sons Esau and Jacob (Genesis 35:29).

EVALUATION

a) Isaac is the promised seed (Genesis 17:16).

b) Isaac’s birth was a miracle as it was physically impossible for him to be conceived (Genesis 17:17-19).

c) Abraham is instructed to sacrifice his son (Genesis 22:1,2). The sacrifice is on Mount Moriah.

d) Isaac was obedient to his father unto death (Genesis 22:5-12).

e) A ram is substituted for Isaac (Genesis 22:13).

f) After the obedience of Isaac his mother Sarah dies (Genesis 23:1).

g) Abraham sends his oldest servant to select a bride for his son (Genesis 24). The bride responds to the servant even though she is in a foreign country.

h) Rebekah before marrying Isaac acquires silver and gold (Genesis 24:53).

i) Isaac went out and brought Rebekah into his mother’s tent (Genesis 24:63-67).

j) After the marriage Abraham takes another bride (Genesis 25:1).

k) Abraham gives all things to Isaac (Genesis 25:5).

l) God’s covenant confirmed with Isaac (Genesis 26:3-5).

PRINCIPLES

a) Jesus Christ is the promised seed (Galatians 3:16).

b) Jesus Christ’s birth was miraculous, being conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin (Matthew 1:18-25).

c) God spared not His only Son (John 3:16; Romans 8:32). Jesus died on Mt Moriah.

d) Jesus was obedient unto death (Philippians 2:5-8).

e) Christ’s death was substitutionary for us (2 Corinthians 5:21).

f) After the death of Christ, Israel was set aside. After the incident of the ram, Sarah died.

g) The Holy Spirit is sent out into the world to seek out the Church. The Church responds even though she is in the devil’s world (Ephesians 6:12).

h) Before the marriage with Christ the bridegroom, the Church acquires gold, silver and precious stones (1Corinthians 3:12-15).

i) Christ meets the Church in the air (1Thessalonians 4:13-18), and takes her to His Father’s house (John 14:1-3).

j) After this marriage, the rapture, another period starts where Israel is used by God (Daniel 12:1).

k) God has given all things to Christ (Ephesians 1:22; Hebrews 1:2).

l) Jesus Christ’s spiritual children are the children of promise (Romans 9:8).

JACOB – THE PATRIARCH
SCRIPTURE – Genesis 25:21 - 50:13; Hebrews 11:21.

BIOGRAPHY

Jacob received his name at birth when he was born second, clutching the heel of his elder brother Esau.  Jacob means “he clutches” or “the supplanter”.  The eldest son received rulership of the family.  He was the priest and had the double portion as a birthright.  Esau sold Jacob his birthright for a meal.  This custom of selling the birthright is confirmed on the Nuzi tablets which were found south east of Nineveh.  Isaac blessed Jacob irrevocably (Genesis 27:35f.) thus Jacob became the inheritor of Canaan (Romans 9:10-13).  Esau received Edom. 

After the blessing Jacob fled to Bethel where his grandfather had built an altar (Genesis 12:8).  Here he received the vision of Jacob’s ladder.  Continuing to the north east he travelled to Haran where he met Rachel at the well as Eleazer had met Rebekah (Genesis 24:11) (see Isaac).  
Jacob served Laban 20 years, seven for Leah, seven for Rachel and six for flocks.  Whilst there he was blessed with eleven sons and a daughter.  He became very prosperous and left Haran while his father-in-law Laban was out shearing (Genesis 31:22f.). Laban pursued Jacob to Gilead where a pact was drawn up between them.  Travelling to Mahanaim, Jacob sent out scouts to discover Esau’s attitude (Genesis 32:1f.). Just as he was about to ford the river Jabbok, he wrestled with a “man”, receiving a permanent hip injury.  His name was changed here from Jacob to Israel, and is probably the place of Jacob’s conversion (Genesis 32:24-30, cf. Genesis 28:20,21; Hosea 12:4).  Jacob now purchased land at Shechem.  After Isaac’s death he settled in Hebron (Genesis 35:28,29).  Jacob the patriarch gave one of the three great prophecies in Genesis – the prophecy of the twelve tribes (Genesis 49) prior to his death at the age of 130.  He was buried at Machpelah near Hebron (Genesis 50:13).

EVALUATION

a) Jacob is considered the child of favour (Malachi 1:2; Romans 9:10-13).

b) He is described as the heir of the divine promise (Hebrews 11:9).

c) Jacob is a man of blessing (Hebrews 11:20, 21).

d) He is linked with Abraham and Isaac (2 Kings 13:23; Mark 12:26, 27).

e) Israel is called the house of Jacob (Isaiah 8:17; Micah 2:7).

f) Israel is called the sons of Jacob (1 Kings 18:31; Malachi 3:6).

g) Israel is called the seed of Jacob (Isaiah 45:19; Jeremiah 33:26).

h) Israel is called the community of Jacob (Deuteronomy 33:4).

i) Israel is called Jacob (Hosea 10:11).

j) God had a plan for Jacob’s life, to form a major role in His nation Israel.

k) Jacob went from Bethel, “the house of God”, to Haran, “a dried up place”.

l) He spent a night at Bethel and twenty years at Haran.

m) He eventually entered fully into God’s plan after a long and arduous struggle.

n) The supplanter Jacob became the prince Israel.

PRINCIPLES

a) God in His foreknowledge loves the believer even prior to his birth (Romans 9:10-13).

b) Yet He does not coerce the free will of the believer (Revelation 3:20).

c) We become new creatures in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17).

d) Preferential treatment in a family causes jealousy (1 Samuel 1:5, 6).

e) God can convert our weakness of character and stubbornness to His glory (2 Corinthians 12:10).

f) The plan of God is always superior to the plan of man (Job 42:2-6).

JAMES – FIRST CHURCH LEADER
SCRIPTURE –Matthew 13:53-58, Mark 6:1-6, John 7:3-9, Acts 12:17, 15:12-22, 21:15-26, 1 Corinthians 15:7, Galatians 1:18-20, 2:8-16, Letter of James.

BIOGRAPHY

From the scriptural references to the half brothers of the Lord, the sons of Joseph and Mary, James is always the first, so must be the oldest after the Lord.  While the Roman Catholic Church argued for Mary being “ever virgin”, and that the reference to “brothers” in the above verses always refers to “cousins”, or previous sons of Joseph, we disagree. While such things can be argued, this is not necessarily true and would be an unusual use of the term when a specific word for cousins existed.  It is also not required that Mary is “ever virgin”, in fact the normal nature of her relationship with Joseph lifts up marriage itself, whereas a sexless marriage with Joseph would mock the very concept of biblical marriage.

The brothers and sisters (plural = at least three, there being a word which is “dual” indicating two) of the Lord were not keen at all on his ministry and there may have been very good reasons for this economically as he was the oldest and probably held the family business in carpentry together and made it prosperous.  They felt nervous about their older brother’s activity and were not convinced by his teaching and even by the miracles, but were by the resurrection.  James receives a unique resurrection appearance, 1 Corinthians 15:3-8.  It may be that the allegations about Jesus illegitimacy were causing distress to Mary and that created problems for the family, although they encouraged him at one point at least to teach openly and bring the matter to a head.  John 7:3-8, 8:37ff.  The crowd certainly directed abuse at the Lord because of the stories around his birth and the Jewish authorities continued to do so after his death and resurrection.

James and his brothers held land in Israel, but it was a minor holding after the Great rebellion ended in 70 AD.  The Emperor Domitian in the 80s (the date of the letter of Jude) called the descendants of James, Jude and the other sons to Rome to be investigated as possible contenders to the Jewish Throne, and dangerous revolutionaries, but dismissed them as “poor farmers” of no consequence.  The family of all the sons of Mary and Joseph remained poor and humble in their work, and descendants of them may still be with us today amongst the Jewish people, if their descendants survived the Second Jewish Rebellion in the 130s and escaped the land into the Diaspora. 

James was a strict Judaist, and a scholar of the scriptures, as Jesus was.  This family was serious in its study of the Word of God and both Joseph and Mary must have had an open bible practise in the home.  As a carpenter Joseph may have been involved in synagogue building and/or been wealthy enough to send the boys to synagogue school where they learned the scriptures.  From the actions of James, once he is convinced his brother Jesus is Messiah and has truly risen from the dead, are in the Pharisaic and Legalistic area and he becomes the leader of the Legalistic group that keeps the new Messianic faith in Jesus very Jewish.  He is fiercely Jewish, but makes the distinctions at the Jerusalem Conference, recorded in Acts 15, that allow Gentiles to become followers of Jesus without becoming Jewish, and still being considered equals.   

Paul has on-going trouble with extreme followers of James who hold a more legalistic position.  It is James who advises Paul to fulfil a Nazarite vow and pay for others from the Messianic Community to complete their vow also.  It was believed by some in the Early Church that James actually lived out the permanent Nazarite Vow; he was certainly “fervent for the Law” and dies as a result of the activities of the corrupt High Priestly family of Ananias around 62AD.  Josephus comments upon his murder and observes that many felt the calamity that unfolded over Judea was a judgment of God for the murder of such a Just man.  Those who ordered and carried out his murder paid a heavy price in the siege and capture of the city, all being killed by the Romans.  Matthew 23:29-39.

He was murdered in the Temple Courtyard itself, where he was at prayer several times every day.  He was known as “old camel knees” by the church as his knees were calloused heavily due to his long hours at prayer daily.  

EVALUATION

James is a transformed man and through his life we see major change brought about by resurrection faith:

a) James begins with respect for his brother’s teaching, but gradual rejection of his messianic claims through the three years of ministry.

b) James is not there to comfort his mother at the Cross, and John takes responsibility for Mary. John 19:25-29.

c) James receives a special resurrection appearance that convinces him of the truth about the Lord.

d) James remains 100% Jewish in behaviour and belief and is uneasy about Paul’s fervour for the gentiles, and softens only slowly, and never walks away from Judaism as a religion, which Paul is finally led to do.

e) He writes the earliest of books in the New Testament to emphasize “Belief that Behaves”.   He is practical and powerful in his urging for holy living.

f) He dies a martyr’s death and receives the Crown of Life.

PRINCIPLES

James reminds us that people can change some things, but “hold out” on others regarding how they live out their Christian life.  We are allowed to be ourselves and celebrate differences in our faith in Christ.

a) James is Jewish through and through and will not compromise his Kosher rules for anyone, but he doesn’t expect the gentiles to follow him, and he does not treat them as “second class” because they don’t.  Some of his followers were not as charitable.

b) James gives wise advice at the Jerusalem Council, but unwise advice to Paul to take the Nazarite Vow.  Even though this leads to Paul’s arrest, and nearly to his early death, the Lord over-rules and protects Paul and the church.

c) Even if James was wrong, the Lord works it out for good. Romans 8:28ff.  We can deduce from this that this man’s heart was right 100% and even if he didn’t act always wisely in religious matters, he was blessed mightily by God.  We don’t have to get everything right in our advice, but we must have our heart 100% right.

d) James is recognised by his “fruit” of righteousness as leader of the church, and even Peter recognises his leadership within a few years.  All hear his words, for he has the fruit of the Holy Spirit in his life.

e) He prays for his people daily, several times publicly each and every day.  He dies at prayer and wins the Crown of Life and sets an example of love, care and prayerfulness.  

f) He demonstrates that we can be passionate about our culture and celebrate our differences, as long as we are more passionate about our Lord.

JEREMIAH – GOD’S MESSENGER

SCRIPTURE – Jeremiah.

BIOGRAPHY

Jeremiah, whose name means “Jehovah exalts”, was born into the priestly family of Hilkiah in Anathoth, a city in Benjamin assigned to the Levites under Joshua (Jeremiah 1:1, cf. Joshua 21:18), c. 65O BC.  He was called to the prophetic ministry in 627 BC (Jeremiah 1:6).  He was informed by God that he had a ministry to the nations as well as Israel.  Jeremiah worked under the last five kings of Judah: Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin and Zedekiah.  Late in his reign Josiah instituted reforms (621 BC) (2 Kings 23) which Jeremiah supported (Jeremiah 11:1-8).  Josiah was killed at the battle of Megiddo in 608 BC (2 Kings 23:29) with Jeremiah mourning his death (Jeremiah 22:10). Jehoahaz, who succeeded Josiah, was replaced by Pharaoh Necho after three months by Jehoiachim in whose reign Nebuchadnezzar defeated the Egyptian forces at the battle of Carchemish in 606 BC (Jeremiah 44).  
Jeremiah, who spoke out against the kings, was persecuted (Jeremiah 12:6; 15:15-18), plotted against (Jeremiah 18:18), imprisoned (Jeremiah 20:2), declared worthy of death (Jeremiah 26:10f.).  His written prophecies were destroyed (Jeremiah 36:27). Despite this, Jeremiah continued interceding for Judah, pleading with God for them.  He predicted the destruction of the nation, temple and lamented over things to come (Jeremiah 14:17).  Jehoiachin (or Coniah) was cursed by God (Jeremiah 22:28-30).  He reigned for only three months before being replaced by his uncle, Zedekiah (2 Kings 24:17).  It was to Zedekiah he sent his famous letter (Jeremiah 29:1).  Jeremiah foretold an exile of 70 years and future restoration (Jeremiah 32:36-44).  Nebuchadnezzar treated Jeremiah well but after the murder of the governor of Judah he fled into Egypt (Jeremiah 42:1 – 43:7), where he continued to rebuke the idolatrous Jews (Jeremiah 44:1).  He eventually died in Egypt.

EVALUATION

Jeremiah’s message can be divided into various groups:

a) God was seen by Jeremiah as the:

i) Creator and sovereign Lord who governs all things (Jeremiah 27:5; 23:23f.).

ii) He is the supreme will in the universe.

iii) He is the source of eternal life (Jeremiah 2:13; 17:13).

iv) He loves His people tenderly (Jeremiah 2:2; 31:1-3).

b) Idolatry is condemned in many places where Jeremiah speaks out against Baal, Molech and the queen of heaven. Idols were found in the temple (Jeremiah 32:34) and children were sacrificed to Molech and Baal (Jeremiah 7:31; 19:5; 32:35).

c) Jeremiah emphasised the precedent of the moral law over the ceremonial law:

i) Reverence for the ark (Jeremiah 3:16).

ii) Tables of the Torah (Jeremiah 31:31f.).

iii) Sign of circumcision (Jeremiah 4:4; 6:10; 9:26).

iv) The Temple (Jeremiah 7:4; 27:16).

v) Sacrificial system (Jeremiah 6:20; 14:12).

d) His hope for the future of Israel:

i) Her exile in Babylon would not last forever (Jeremiah 25:11; 29:10).

ii) As it became darker his message shines brighter (Jeremiah 23:1-8).

iii) His hope gave him the great act of faith in the darkest days (Jeremiah 32:1-15).

e) His view of the end times:

i) Samaria will be restored (Jeremiah 3:18; 31:4-9).

ii) Abundance will be common-place (Jeremiah 31:12-14).

iii) Jerusalem will be holy to the Lord (Jeremiah 31:23).

iv) Gentile nations to share in the blessing (Jeremiah 16:19; 30:8, 9).

PRINCIPLES

a) God always provides a messenger (Matthew 9:38; John 16:23).

b) The message never changed even with changes in kings (Psalm 117:2).

c) In a period of decline God’s message becomes of greater comfort (Psalm 43:5).

d) A messenger from God is not normally popular (John 15:20).

e) One has to be consistent even when under pressure (Hebrews 12:1).

f) There is a future for Israel (Romans 11:1, 26, 27).

g) Jesus Christ will return and reign (Luke 1:33; 2 Thessalonians 2:2).

h) God will bless a nation or individual who truly repents (Deuteronomy 30:2, 3, 9, 10).

i) God is supreme and in final control (Proverbs 8:15).

JOB – SUFFERING

SCRIPTURES – Job; Ezekiel 14:14, 20; James 5:11

BIOGRAPHY

Job came from the land of Uz in central Arabia.  Its main inhabitants today are Arabs.  It appears that Job was a contemporary of the patriarchs or Jacob as he lived to an age in excess of 200.  He and his three companions were all Arabs and all regenerate.  Indications that he lived in pre-Moses times include his longevity and pagan worship typical of patriarchal times (cf. worship of sun and moon Job 31).  His own worship style is patriarchal whilst the language of Job is archaic Hebrew indicating a time when Hebrew, Arabic and Chaldean formed a common language.  Job was spiritually mature, wealthy, and successful with a large number of children when he was chosen by God as His representative for testing by Satan.  He lost his wealth, health, children, and having coped initially, suffered mentally.  
His wealth was restored, he had ten more children and lived for 140 years after the time of testing (Job 42:16), dying at a full age having seen four generations (Job 42:17).  That Job is an historical figure is also shown by his example, being compared with Noah and Daniel in Ezekiel 14:14 and his being used as an example of patience in James 5:11.

EVALUATION

The book of Job can be divided into three parts:  the introduction (Chapters 1, 2), the controversy (Chapters 3-42:6), the conclusion (Chapter 42:7-17).

a) Job was a believer (Job 1:1) from Uz. He had ten children (Job 1:2) and was very rich (Job 1:3).

b) Satan has an audience with God (Job 1:6-12) where Job is shown to be a great believer in the devil’s world.

c) Job in a very short period loses family and wealth (Job 1:13-19).

d) He worships God and initially recognises that God is in control (Job 1:20-22).

e) Satan now is allowed to take Job’s health (Job 2:1-8).

f) His wife suggests he curse God and commit suicide (Job 2:9) but he rejects this concept (Job 2:10).

g) Three friends arrive, attempt to comfort him and sit in silence for seven days considering Job’s situation (Job 2:11-13).

h) The controversy comprises Job’s complaint and discussions between Job and his three friends (Job 3-31) with his friends suggesting that Job’s suffering is the evidence of guilt and they request that Job repent. Job denies this and complains that his friends are aggravating the situation by false charges.

i) Elihu states that afflictions are meant for the good of the sufferer and criticises Job for justifying himself rather than God (Job 32-37).

j) The controversy ends by approaching God illustrating God’s power and wisdom (Job 38-41).

k) Job confirms his obedience to God (Job 42:1-6).

l) Job now receives great wealth, children and long life, seeing his family to the fourth generation (Job 42:7-17). He is blessed with three daughters:  Jemima – dove, Kezia fragrance, and Keren-happuch – flashes of glory (Job 42:14).

PRINCIPLES

a) Not all suffering occurs as a result of sin in our lives. All suffering is for our benefit.

b) Our prosperity is in the hand of the Lord.

c) Satan has access to God who will permit Satan to do certain things.  God, however, is in total control (Luke 12:4-7).

d) God provides everything for the believer (Psalm 23).

e) In times of suffering, stability depends on knowledge of God’s Word, and its application to our lives (Psalm 119:105-112).

f) You cannot apply what you do not know (Hebrews 5:13, 14).

g) Suffering motivates a Christian who grows spiritually under suffering conditions (1 Peter 1:6-8).

h) Suffering is divided by periods of spiritual prosperity (2 Corinthians 12:7-10).

i) When controlled by the Spirit (Jemima) we are spiritually fragrant (Kezia) and portray the character of Christ in our lives (Keren-happach) (Galatians 2:20; 5:22, 23).

JOHN THE BAPTIST – HERALD

SCRIPTURE – Matthew 3:1-15; Mark 6:14-29; Luke 1:5-25, 57-80.

BIOGRAPHY

John the Baptist (or Baptiser) was born in 6 BC to Zacharias the priest of the course of Abia (Luke 1:5) and Elisabeth, both of whom were descended from Aaron.  He was related to Jesus through his mother, who was a cousin of Mary (Luke 1:36).  He grew to manhood in the wilderness of Judea (Luke 1:80).  He received his prophetic call (Luke 3:2) and became famous as an unorthodox preacher calling for national repentance.  Jesus called John the greatest prophet (Luke 7:28) under the old covenant.  He dressed in a coat of camel hair and ate locusts and wild honey.  Many flocked to hear him preaching.  He baptised those who had repented but refused the religious leaders who considered baptism as a possible source of power, calling them vipers (Matthew 3:1-7).  Jesus was baptised by John to commence His ministry, John pointing to Him as the Messiah and contrasting his water baptism with the future spirit baptism of Christ (Matthew 3:11).  John returned to the area of Herod Antipas (or Herod the Fox) causing turmoil with his messianic teaching.  He also criticised Herod for marrying his brother Philip’s wife Herodias.  He was imprisoned in the Perean fortress of Machaerus and eventually beheaded (Mark 6:17-29).  John was the herald of the king, Jesus Christ the Messiah.

EVALUATION:  Matthew 3:1-12.

a) John preached in the wilderness. There are no people in the desert but people flock to hear him (verse 1).

b) His message is four-fold:

i) Identification of Jesus Christ (John 1:29).

ii) The message is more important than the messenger (John 3:30).

iii) A call to repentance (Matthew 3:2).

iv) Faith in Christ brings salvation (Acts 19:4).

c) He shows he is fulfilling Isaiah 40:3 (verse 3).

d) The crowds did not go to see a fine dresser but went to hear his message (verses 4, 5).

e) He baptised in the Jordan those who had confessed their sins (verse 6).

f) Religious leaders from Jerusalem approached John for baptism. John was intolerant of them and warned them of the baptism of fire to come (verse 7).

g) He tells them to produce good of eternal value which can only be performed after conversion (verse 8).

h) The Pharisees and Sadducees were proud of their ancestry to Abraham but John warns them that this will not save them (Romans 9:6-8) (verse 9).

i) The future dispersion of Israel is prophesied (verse 10) and that unbelievers will be judged.

j) John announces Jesus Christ as one who would give the superior baptism of the Holy Spirit or fire (verses 11, 12).

k) The herald, who, through a fore-shadowing of Elijah (Malachi 4:5), is not Elijah (John 1:20-34), baptises the king, Jesus Christ to commence Jesus’ ministry (verses 13-15) (Acts 10:37, 38; 13:24, 25).

PRINCIPLES

a) Before the king are heralds:  John the Baptist and the Herald angels for the first advent, and Moses and Elijah and the mighty angel for the Second Advent (Revelation 11:3-6).

b) As a herald, John emphasised the person and ministry of the king rather than his own ministry (John 3:30).

c) There are many messengers but only one message. Messengers pass away but the Word of God abides forever (Luke 21:33).

d) Tradition and religion are antagonistic to the truth (Matthew 23).

e) Divine good can only be produced by believers (Hebrews 11:3-39; James 2:18).

f) Ritual without reality has no meaning; in fact it can be a stumbling block (Isaiah 1:11).

g) Your ancestry or culture is unimportant as far as God is concerned (Romans 2:10, 11). God treats everyone on an individual basis.

h) Christ is the answer to every problem (John 14:6).

JONAH – MOTIVATION

SCRIPTURE – 2 Kings 14:25; Jonah.

BIOGRAPHY

A Jewish prophet of the reign of Jeroboam II of Israel in the 8th Century BC.  He came from Gath-hepher, a Zebulunite town located in the vicinity of Nazareth. His father’s name was Amittai.  He predicted the territorial expansion achieved by Jeroboam at the expense of Syria (2 Kings 14:25).  His name means “dove”, and he was a contemporary of Hosea and Amos.  The ministry of Jonah to Assyria probably occurred when the fortunes of that empire were at a low point prior to the ascension of Tiglath-Pileser II in 745 BC.  The Ninevites, through the problems that were affecting them, could well have been sympathetic to the prophet’s command to repent. This they did in large numbers and rather than the Assyrian Empire being destroyed in 40 days, they survived until 612 BC when they were destroyed by a combination of Chaldeans, Medes and Scythians.  The Assyrians were destroyed while they were strong, this being a unique event in the demise of an empire.  Jonah remained in Nineveh.  Archaeologists have found the remains of his mausoleum, showing that he became a very famous citizen of Nineveh and a much-respected person in Assyria.

EVALUATION

a) God instructs Jonah to go to Nineveh (Jonah 1:2).

b) Jonah disobeys and goes towards Tarshish (Jonah 1:3).

c) God sends a great storm (Jonah 1:4). The sailors are terrified but Jonah sleeps.

d) Jonah admits he is the cause of the storm and states he worships the true God (Jonah 1:8-14).

e) Sailors attempt to row the boat but the storm worsens (Jonah 1:13).

f) As soon as Jonah is thrown overboard the storm ceases (Jonah 1:15).

g) This demonstration of God’s power impresses the sailors (Jonah 1:16).

h) God provides a fish to save Jonah (Jonah 1:17).

i) He spends three days and nights in the fish (Jonah 1:17).

j) Jonah repents, prays to the Lord and the fish vomits Jonah onto the beach (Jonah 2).

k) Jonah is again told to go to Nineveh (Jonah 3:1, 2).

l) Nineveh was a major city at this time (Jonah 3:3).

m) Jonah warns the Assyrians of the coming destruction (Jonah 3:4).

n) The Assyrians repent from the king downwards, and humbled themselves (Jonah 3:5-9).

o) God showed mercy to the Assyrians because of their repentance (Jonah 3:10).

p) Jonah reacts to God’s mercy and asks to die (Jonah 4:1-3).

q) God asks Jonah what right he has to be angry (Jonah 4:4).

r) Jonah went and sulked. Comfort was given him even though he didn’t deserve it. The gourd dies overnight and Jonah is again angry (Jonah 4:6-9).

PRINCIPLES

a) Jonah is seen as a lesson in service and motivation:

i) Disobedient (Jonah 1:1-11).

ii) Afflicted (Jonah 1:12-17).

iii) Praying (Jonah 2:1-9).

iv) Delivered (Jonah 2:10).

v) Recommissioned (Jonah 3:1-3).

vi) Powerful (Jonah 3:4-9).

vii) Perplexed but not forsaken (Jonah 4:1-11).

b) The sailors attempt to row and not cast Jonah overboard can be seen as human good which is not acceptable to God (Isaiah 64:6; Genesis 3:7).

c) Jonah’s life still has purpose, God provides deliverance from a hopeless situation. It works together for good (Romans 8:28).

d) His imprisonment in the fish is used later by Jesus Christ in relation to His entombment. Three days and three nights in the tomb proved to the Jews that Jesus had truly died (Matthew 12:39-41, 16:4; Luke 11:29-32).

e) God is everywhere and hears Jonah’s prayer (Jonah 2; Psalm 139:8-10).

f) Jonah complied with wrong motivation. He uses the equivalent of the word of God to great effect (Isaiah 55:11) in when you do God’s will in His plan for your life amazing things happen. If we are motivated correctly we will receive additional blessing (Matthew 5:9, 6:33).

JOSEPH – PLAN OF GOD

SCRIPTURE – Genesis 30:24 – 50:26.

BIOGRAPHY

Joseph was the eleventh son of Jacob: his first by Rachel (Genesis 30:24, 35:24) and his favourite son (Genesis 37:3, cf. 33:2, 7).  Joseph was a spoilt boy who was sold into slavery in Egypt by his jealous brothers.  By the age of thirty (Genesis 41:46), having spent time in jail as a servant of other prisoners, he is made second rule over Egypt.  By wise planning he was able to deflect the scourge of a major famine, saving Egypt, Canaan and his own family from starvation and death.  Reconciliation with his brothers followed, the family settling in the pastures of Goshen in the north-east delta area.  After burying Jacob in Canaan, Joseph commanded that his bones should be carried into Canaan when the Jews eventually left Egypt (under Moses).  When Joseph eventually died his sarcophagus remained as a reminder of the future of the Jews in the promised land.  He died at the age of 110 (Genesis 50:26).

EVALUATION

a) Jacob gave Joseph a coat of many colours (Genesis 37:3) which gave him rulership over his older brothers.

b) This situation was not improved by his telling them of dreams of his future superiority (Genesis 37:5-11).

c) His brothers plot to remove him from his position and throw him into a cistern (Genesis 37:18-24).

d) He is sold to the Ishmaelites or Midianites (Genesis 37:28; cf. Judges 8:22-28).

e) Joseph is sold to Potiphar, the chief of police in Egypt (Genesis 37:36). There were many young Semites who were servants in Egypt. Papyrus Brooklyn lists 79 servants in an Egyptian household in 1740 BC of whom at least 45 were Semites.

f) Potiphar makes Joseph the administrator over his house (Genesis 39:4-6).

g) Potiphar’s wife becomes frustrated and fabricates a false charge against Joseph (Genesis 39:7-20).

h) His administrative skills are soon recognised as shortly after being thrown into prison by Potiphar, Joseph becomes the defacto administrator of the jail (Genesis 39:21-23).

i) Joseph now becomes the servant of two ministers who are imprisoned because of an attempted coup d’etat and interprets their dreams (Genesis 40:1-13, 16-22).

j) Joseph relies on the memory of the cup bearer, who has an attack of amnesia (Genesis 40:14-15, 23).

k) Pharaoh has a series of dreams some two years later, upon which Joseph is released from prison to interpret. He is rewarded by rulership over Egypt (Genesis 41:1-45).

PRINCIPLES

a) God provides opportunity to train for future ministry as He did for Joseph with administration experience in various areas (Acts 7:22).

b) God’s timing is perfect:  He protects this believer by the prompt arrival of the camel train.

c) Man’s hostility can be used for God’s future glory (Romans 9:17).

d) Dreams were a legitimate means of giving guidance from God (e.g. Daniel and Ezekiel).

e) In order to rule you have to learn to be a servant (John 13:16, 17).

f) You should not rely on the wisdom or skill of man to retrieve you from difficult positions but should rest on the provision of God (Jeremiah 17:5; Psalm 146:3).

g) If you are prepared, God will provide wisdom and understanding in times of crisis (Luke 12:11, 12).

h) Life is made up of sunshine and shadows (Job 1:21).

i) God uses obedient and trained personnel (1 Samuel 3:9; 15:22).

JOSHUA – LEADERSHIP

SCRIPTURE – Joshua.

BIOGRAPHY

Born a slave during the final years of the Egyptian captivity, Joshua became a great soldier and statesman of the Jews. He was born to the son of Nun in the tribe of Ephraim (Numbers 13:8) and called originally Oshea which means “help”. Later, Moses changed his name to Joshua (Numbers 13:16), meaning “saviour”.  Joshua in the Hebrew is the same as Jesus in the Greek (Hebrews 4:8).  Joshua is first mentioned as a victorious commander of the Jews against the Amalekites at Rephidim (Exodus 17:13). 

Joshua began his career in the shadow of Moses (Numbers 11:28; cf. Exodus 24:13, Joshua 1:1).  He accompanied Moses to the edge of Mt Sinai (Exodus 24:13), waited for 40 days for his return and was placed by Moses in charge of the Tabernacle of meeting (Exodus 33:7-11).  As a result of his training, Moses chose Joshua as one of the 12 spies but it was 40 years before Joshua took command.  This was when Moses died (Deuteronomy 31:14-16). 

The Lord spoke directly to Joshua (Joshua 1:1-9) as he took command at 85 years of age.  Joshua led the children of Israel across the Jordan dryshod (Joshua 3).  Having erected a memorial, Joshua took Jericho, the walls of which fell outwards at the sound of a trumpet blast.  With sin in the camp he was defeated at Ai but went on to conquer the land of Canaan although he did not take every city (Joshua 11:23; 13:1).  He was deceived by the Gibeonites (Joshua 9), but was eventually able to divide the land (Joshua 14-21).  Having encouraged Israel to trust in the Lord, Joshua died at the age of 110 (Joshua 24:29) and was buried at Timnath-serah.

EVALUATION

a) Joshua was humble enough to recognise that he did not have the natural talent of Moses.

b) He was not too important for God to use, thus God could promote him (Joshua 3:7; 4:14).

c) He was a person of strong faith and faithful in his calling.

d) Joshua was quick to worship his commander (Joshua 5:13-15).

e) He received orders as to how to capture the enemy’s stronghold (Joshua 6:2-5).

f) Joshua obeyed God emphatically, even though the conquest of Jericho looked ridiculous (Joshua 6).

g) He cried in repentance for the nation at Ai (Joshua 7:6-9).

h) At the foot of Mt Ebal he put worship before further conquest (Joshua 8:30-35).

i) At Gibeon, God assisted Joshua with a hailstorm (Joshua 10:10-14).

j) He concentrated his life on the word of God (Joshua 1:8-18).

k) Joshua displayed sound military leadership by taking Ai and Bethel, as this cut the land of Canaan in two, allowing him to campaign separately against kings to the south and north.

l) He used sound judgement in dividing up the land between the tribes.

PRINCIPLES

a) Humbleness is a prerequisite to good leadership (1 Timothy 3:6; Titus 1:6).

b) In order to lead you must be willing to learn (1 Peter 5:5).

c) God will promote in His good time (1 Peter 5:6).

d) Faithfulness in small things is necessary before you can be trusted with great power (Matthew 25:21, 23).

e) Knowledge of God’s Word and its application to problems of life ensure success (Psalm 119:9).

f) Sin in the life is disastrous for a victorious Christian life (1 John 1:6, 7).

g) Sin must be dealt with in a very positive manner if success is to be obtained (1 John 1:9).

h) Even mature believers can be deceived (Gibeonites) (Matthew 24:24).

i) God provides in the problems of life (Psalm 23:1; James 1:5).

j) The mature Christian should use his common sense and sound judgement in leadership (Proverbs 24:5, 6).

JUDAS – BETRAYAL

SCRIPTURE – Matthew 26:14-16, 25; 27:3-10. Mark 14:1-11. Luke 22:3-6. John 12:3-6; 13:2, 27-30. Acts 1:18, 19.

BIOGRAPHY

Judas was one of the twelve disciples of Jesus Christ.  He was the son of Simon (John 6:71) and was known as Judas Iscariot. Iscariot indicates that he was from Kerioth which was located in Moab (Jeremiah 48:24, 41  Amos 2:2) or Kerioth Hezron (Joshua 15:25) which was situated 20 kilometres south of Hebron. Judas was the treasurer (John 13:29) and was also a thief (John 12:6).  It was Judas who criticised Mary when she anointed the Lord with precious ointment (John 12 3-5).  The ointment he saw as a source of income.  His avarice eventually became so overpowering that he conspired with the religious leaders of the time to betray Jesus.  He did not understand the whole implications of his action because when he saw what the authorities were doing to Jesus Christ, he felt sorry for his actions and eventually committed suicide (Acts 1:18,19).

EVALUATION

a) Judas always appeared last on the list of disciples (Mark 3:14-19).

b) He was described as a traitor (Luke 6:16) and betrayer (Matthew 10:4).

c) Judas was an unbeliever who did not address Jesus as Lord (Kurios) but Rabbi – Teacher (Matthew 26:25).

d) At Simon the leper’s house, Mary came and anointed the feet of Jesus with ointment while they were eating (Mark 14:3).

e) The disciples, led by Judas, complained about the waste of money, estimating it at a year’s salary (Mark 14:5).

f) After this Judas left to barter with the chief priests to betray Jesus (Mark 14:10, 11; Zechariah 11:12; Exodus 21:32).

g) At the last supper, Jesus gave Judas his last chance to be saved when he offered the sop, a portion of food reserved for honoured guests (John 13:26).

h) Judas rejected Jesus and was then indwelt by Satan (John 13:27). He then went to betray Jesus.

i) Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss (Matthew 26:47-50).

j) When Judas saw that Jesus was to be condemned he felt sorry (Metamelomai, Gk.) for what he had done (Matthew 27:3) but did not repent (Metanoeo, Gk.) or change his mind about Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 7:10).

k) He went and hanged himself (Matthew 27:5) and his body fell into the Kidron Valley (Acts 1:18, 19), at Alcadema – the field of blood (Zechariah 11:12,13).

PRINCIPLES

a) We should not doubt the Lord’s sincerity in calling Judas to be a disciple. Jesus appealed to Judas on many occasions to believe in Him (2 Peter 3:9).

b) Jesus’ fore-knowledge does not imply fore-ordination that Judas must become the traitor.

c) Judas was never a true believer. He remained a son of perdition (John 17:12).

d) Unbelievers are called the sons of Satan (John 8:44).

e) He was lost because he was never truly saved (John 3:36).

f) Judas is an awful warning of the future for the unconverted follower of Jesus (Romans 8:9b).

g) He was doomed and damned because he chose to be, and God confirmed him in that choice (Matthew 26:14-25).

h) The love of money is the root of all evil (1 Timothy 6:10).

i) Feeling sorry for your sins does not save; it is a change to belief in Christ (Hebrews 12:16, 17).

j) Religious apostates reject the truth and will dispose of collaborators as soon as they are no longer useful to them (Revelation 17:16).

k) The unbeliever ends his life in misery (e.g. suicide) (Psalm 37:38; Psalm 73:17, 18).

JUDE – THE PROPHETIC WARNING VOICE
SCRIPTURE – Matthew 13:50ff, Mark 6:1-6, Jude

BIOGRAPHY

All we know of Jude is that he is likely the youngest brother of the Lord from the lists given in the Gospels.  He was saved after the resurrection, possibly by the witness of James.  The letter that bears his name emerges from the decade of 80-90 AD when Domitian (rules 81-96 AD) is starting to move towards total persecution of Christianity.  By the end of the decade John will be upon Patmos and the churches throughout the Empire will be experiencing their first systematic persecution.  These waves of persecution will continue until 312 AD and millions will die as martyrs.

Jude is a prophetic voice, but his letter of twenty five verses shares nineteen of them with Second Peter to some degree and this raises questions for many.  The obvious answer is that he uses the earlier letter of Peter and utilises its key points as the skeleton of his message that adds to Peter’s words with more power for the darker days they have entered twenty years after Peter wrote. The slightly different emphasis is important to see, just as some psalms that are nearly repeated have variations that are instructive and teach importantly different things at different times in the psalmist’s life.  We do not know when Jude dies, nor exactly where with any certainty.

EVALUATION

Jude does not serve through his whole life, for he doubts the Lord Jesus until after the resurrection, but from then on attaches himself to the Church and serves faithfully until his death around 90 AD at a good old age.

a) Jude begins as a doubter, but is convinced by the resurrection.

b) Jude calls the church to stand against false teaching that will destroy its heart at the very time when they need to be sure of the truth and hold to it.

c) He warns of falsehood, the need to persevere under maximum pressure, to death itself.

d) It may be that he had intended to write a longer letter, but the pressures of the time meant all that survived is this short and urgent appeal to stand for the faith, “Once delivered to the apostles”.

e) He quotes from the apocryphal book “The Assumption of Moses” and alludes to the other book “Enoch”, but these references in no way certify these books, they just assert that in these matters they were correct.

PRINCIPLES

It is how we end that matters, not how we begin our walk of faith.  We must start in the right place (the apostolic faith), but it can be with doubts, as long as we persevere to answer them.  

a) Jude emphasises truth – for there is freedom and safety no-where else other than the truth.

b) Jude identifies that the apostolic truth statements are foundational.  We cannot move from them and still call ourselves Christian.

c) Jude calls us to be ready to suffer for our faith, even to death.  He calls all believers to an eternal life perspective.

d) He works with Peter and the others, even sharing the verses they will use together.

LAZARUS – HELL

SCRIPTURE – Luke 16:19-31.
BIOGRAPHY

Lazarus is the Latin equivalent of the Hebrew name Eleazer (Exodus 6:23), which means “whom God helps”.  It was a very common Hebrew name.  The rich man is usually called Dives, the Latin name for rich man.  Lazarus was a beggar (Luke 16:20).  At the time when he lived on earth he was covered with sores and in a desperate condition at the gate of the rich man. Lazarus waited outside the house for food scraps from the rich man’s table.  Eventually both Lazarus and the rich man died:  Lazarus as a believer, the rich man as an unbeliever.

EVALUATION

a) At death Lazarus proceeded to Abraham’s bosom, or Paradise, in Hades (Luke 16:22).

b) The rich man went to torments (Luke 16:23).

c) The rich man was conscious (Luke 16:23) and was able to see Lazarus across a great fixed gulf.

d) The rich man, as a Jew, appeals to Abraham, the first of his race (Luke 16:24).

e) He requests that Lazarus give him water to cool his tongue as he is in flames (Luke 16:24).

f) The rich man is in great agony (Luke 16:24).

g) Lazarus, meanwhile, is comforted (Luke 16:25).

h) There is a great gulf fixed between Lazarus and the rich man (Luke 16:26).

i) The great gap is unable to be bridged (Luke 16:26).

j) Realising the hopelessness of his situation, the rich man remembers that his five brothers are unbelievers and in danger of hell fire (Luke 16:27, 28).

k) The rich man asks Abraham to send Lazarus back to his brothers to witness to them (Luke 16:27).

l) Abraham tells the rich man that his brothers have the Old Testament scriptures and that they reveal the means of salvation (Luke 16:29).

m) The rich man believes a resuscitated Lazarus will have a great impact on his brothers (Luke 16:30).

n) Abraham closes by saying that if they do not believe the Old Testament scriptures they will not believe a person who has been raised from the dead who witnesses to them (Luke 16:31).

o) Hades means the unseen world and has the equivalent word, Sheol, in the Old Testament.

p) It is a place for the dead and is often called the grave (Genesis 42:38; Job 14:13; Psalm 88:3).

q) To the non spiritual man Sheol appears to be the end of existence (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10).

r) The Bible tells us that it (torments), is a place:

i) Of sorrow (2 Samuel 22:6; Psalm 116:3)

ii) Into which the wicked are thrown (Psalm 9:17)

iii) Where they are fully conscious (Isaiah 14:9-17; Ezekiel 32:21)

iv) Like the belly of a great fish (Jonah 2:2; Matthew 12:40).

s) Now the believer is with God in heaven (2 Corinthians 5:8).

t) Both will be resurrected; the believer to commendation (Revelation 20:6), the unbeliever to condemnation (Revelation 20:12-15).

u) Christ has the keys to hell’s gate (Revelation 1:18; Isaiah 38:10).

PRINCIPLES

a) There is such a place as Hades, Sheol or hell (Mark 9:43).

b) It is a place of fire and sorrow (Matthew 13:42).

c) The Word of God is the source of conversion (Romans 10:17).

d) Unbelievers are tormented forever (Mark 9:44, 46-48).

e) They are judged according to their works (Revelation 20:13).

f) Death is not the end for either the believer or unbeliever (Matthew 13:30).

g) After death there is no second chance of salvation, as your condition is permanent and there is no transfer between the categories of humanity (Hebrews 3:15; Revelation 20:6, 15).

LOT – CARNALITY

SCRIPTURE – Genesis 11:27, 19:36; Luke 17:28.36; 2 Peter 2:7-9.

BIOGRAPHY
Lot was the nephew of Abraham, the son of Haran (Genesis 11:27, 31; 12:5). He was born in Ur of the Chaldees and migrated to the city of Haran with his grandfather Terah and his uncle and aunt, Abram and Sarai.  After the death of Terah at Haran (Genesis11:32), Lot continued into the land of Canaan and Egypt with Abram.  In Canaan, Lot prospered, concentrating on cattle production.  With Abram also becoming wealthy in cattle, problems broke out between their employees because of a lack of grazing land.  As a result, Lot and Abram parted ways: Lot choosing to descend into the plains near the Dead Sea and Sodom (Genesis 13:11).  
The cities of the plains were raided and routed by the four kings from the east under Chedorlaomer, Lot being captured with all his goods and taken towards Damascus. Abraham, hearing of his nephew’s plight, pursued Chedorlaomer and defeated him; rescuing Lot, who proceeded to move into Sodom.  Because of its wickedness, God determined to destroy Sodom and its sister town Gomorrah. Abraham, warned by messengers from God, pleaded for its preservation (Genesis18:23-32). The messengers proceeded into Sodom to arrange for Lot to be spared from the approaching judgement.  Lot showed weakness of character by offering a lusting homosexual mob his virgin daughters rather than his male guests.  Lot left Sodom with his wife and two daughters and went to the city of Zoar (Genesis19:23), the only city of the five plains cities not destroyed by God.  Lot relocated to a cave near Zoar where his daughters made him drunk and committed incest on successive nights; their union creating the Moabite and Ammonite nations.  Ruth, an ancestor of David and Jesus, was a Moabite. Despite his failings, Lot is called a righteous man (2 Peter 2:7-9).

EVALUATION

a) On their return from Egypt, Lot looks across the plains (Genesis 13:11).

b) He sees it is well-watered, garden-like, just like Egypt (Genesis 13:10).

c) He separates from Abram (Genesis 13:12).

d) Lot goes to dwell in the cities with unbelievers (Genesis 13:12).

e) Sodom was a very wicked place (Genesis 13:13).

f) Judgement by military defeat is inflicted on the city of Sodom and Lot is taken captive (Genesis 14:12).

g) Lot is rescued by his uncle Abram (Genesis 14:16).

h) He returns, however, to live in Sodom (Genesis 19:1).

i) Messengers from God arrive to warn him and have to be strongly persuaded to stay with him (Genesis 19:2, 3).

j) Homosexuals crowd around his house (Genesis 19:4, 5).

k) Whilst protecting his visitors from their lustful advances, he offers his unmarried daughters to the mob (Genesis 19:7, 8).

l) Lot tries to warn his sons-in-law but they laugh at him (Genesis 19:14).

m) Lot is led out of Sodom and goes to Zoar (Genesis 19:15-22).

n) God judges Sodom (Genesis 19:24).

o) He dwells in the mountains with his daughters and they commit incest (Genesis19:30-38).

PRINCIPLES

a) Lot and Abram are contrasting figures. Lot is carnal while Abraham is spiritual.

b) The carnal person :

i) Views life’s problems through physical eyes (Colossians 3:2).

ii) Chooses what seems best from a human viewpoint (Mark 10:22).

iii) Leaves believing companions to dwell with unbelievers (Luke 15:13).

iv) He ignores gross immorality and has no discernment (I Corinthians 5:9).

v) He shares by association the judgement of unbelievers (Acts 2:40).

vi) Even though rescued, he falls back into bad associations (2 Peter 2:22).

vii) He has no sense of protection, and compromises with wickedness (I Corinthians 15:33).

viii) He has no impact with unbelievers (Joshua 7:11-13).

ix) He can get involved in highly immoral acts (Galatians 5:16.18).

c) God, however, protects the carnal believer (Luke 15:4.7).

d) God still regards Lot as a righteous man because he is a believer. Lot was not lost.

LUKE – DOCTOR OF BODY AND SOUL
SCRIPTURE – Acts 1:1, 16:10 – 28:31, Colossians 4:14, 2 Timothy 4:11.

BIOGRAPHY

Luke was a physician/doctor by trade and in his two major works in scripture (Luke and Acts) he uses numerous medical words and university type words that he and Paul may both have learned at University.  
Paul and Luke may both have attended University at Tarsus, as it was both a great liberal arts university and it was also one of the great medical schools of the Roman period.  They may have met as boys together, but that is speculation, for they certainly meet in Troas and Luke is converted there and joins the team as they head into Greece. Acts 16:10 the language shifts, from “he” to “we”, as he joins the team.  

Luke’s writing is as one would expect of a man who is a doctor, for compassionate stories abound and a caring heart is evident in the way he tells stories, with little details on the healings of Jesus especially.  He mentions little details about the ages and state of people that a doctor would note and defends his profession regarding the woman who had a menstrual problem, noting it was a “difficult case”, where the others just noted that she had lost all her money on doctor’s bills.  Luke 8:43-48.  He works with Paul in prayer and medicine to heal people in Malta, using two different words to describe their work amongst the locals. Acts 28:8-10.

In Acts Luke has a care for facts and specific details that have been proved to be accurate and his precision has assisted the dating of Luke to the years of the 60s of the first century, for details mentioned changed by the end of the first century and a later writer would not have got the facts right if they were trying to pretend they were writing in the 60s.  Luke uses the time of Paul’s imprisonment in Caesarea to get the details right regarding Jesus ministry and he takes the time to speak with the people, which is why we get details that are not there in the other synoptics.  While he follows the structure of the “Logia”, so that there are similarities to Matthew (written later) and Mark (probably written later also), he adds significant details that can only have come from the actual eye witnesses.  We have the details in the first chapters that can only have come from Mary herself for example.

We do not know where Luke ends up but it may even have been ancient Britain as 28 of the earliest churches are dedicated to him.  We have no sure knowledge of where he went and in the dark ages any sure knowledge was lost.  In heaven he will have a story or three to tell….

EVALUATION

Luke serves in different capacities through his life:

a) Luke begins by being the doctor to Paul, but quickly enters into a wide range of ministerial duties.

b) Luke is evangelist and missionary doctor, and recorder of details, journalist and book author in the end.

c) Luke takes time to speak with people and hears the stories that others miss; he especially takes women and children seriously and we gained greatly from his interest that gives us the insights we have in his Gospel account.

d) Luke doesn’t stop his work when he ends working with Paul, and after Paul’s death continues to serve to his own martyrdom.  We end our service with death and not before.

PRINCIPLES

Luke reminds us that the Lord uses our pre-existing skill sets in our later ministry.

a) Luke teaches us the importance of a training before we begin ministry to be of maximum use to the Lord in his work.  Luke continued at times to be a physician, even though his primary role appears to have been a general worker and writer.

b) Luke keeps working, even after the executions of his old mentors and continually seeks the Lord’s path for him.  This is our challenge; to seek the Lord’s path, not our own or the “standard” path for our age and skills.

c) Luke is careful in details and gets things right in his recording of events.  When we do things, let us do them as well as we can, for the Lord’s people need accurate information.  Luke was careful and we need to be also.  

MAGI – SEEKERS

SCRIPTURE – Matthew 2:1-12.

BIOGRAPHY

Although there is evidence that they originated in Egypt, the Magi historically were descended from the priestly caste who ruled the Median Empire of Cyaxeres in the 6th Century BC and became firmly established in the Persian Empire. Their dress was white robes, tall rather than conical hats made of felt which had long side flaps covering their cheeks as far as the chin.  They carried small bundles of divining rods known as barsoms.  They were not kings as depicted today – this concept originating in medieval times from Psalm 72:10; Isaiah 49:7, 60:3).  They were experts in interpretation of dreams as well as mathematicians and scientists.  They were the civil and religious leaders of Persia and are mentioned in Daniel 2:10,27; 4:7,9.  Daniel was appointed as Master of the Magi (The Rabmag) (Daniel 5:11).  They became so powerful that one of their number, Gaumata (Pseudo Smerdis) usurped the throne after the suicide of Cambysis.  From this time until the birth of Christ, the history of Persia and Israel was closely aligned.  Both had fallen under Selucid domination after the death of Alexander the Great.  Both received independence, with the Magi becoming part of the Parthian Empire which was antagonistic to Rome, whom Herod supported.  The Magi’s entrance into Israel was monitored by Herod by means of hill-top forts with a communications system not surpassed until the 19th Century.  
Herod saw the Magi as a threat to his kingdom, this fear being increased when the Magi asked the location of the person born to be king of the Jews.  It is highly likely that a large number of Magi entered Israel and not just the three depicted by their gifts in Matthew 2:11.  The Magi continued until the 7th Century AD when Persia was overrun by Islam.

EVALUATION

a) The Magi came from the east to the west (Matthew 2:1). This action of travelling from east to west towards God is paralleled by the location of:

i) The Tabernacle with its entrance from the east (Exodus 27:13-17).

ii) The Temple with its entrance from the east (Ezekiel 8:16).

iii) Man being expelled to the east of Eden (Genesis 3:24).

iv) Abraham setting up his altar with Bethel (House of God) to the west and Hai (broken down place) to the east (Genesis 12:8).

b) Jesus was BORN King of the Jews (Matthew 1:6-16).

c) Herod was not and the Magi’s request caused him concern (Matthew 2:2-3).

d) He now calls his own wise men, the priests (Matthew 2:4), to advise him where the Christ child should be born.

e) They advise Bethlehem of Judea (Micah 5:2), thus clarifying which Bethlehem was involved, as there was also a settlement with the same name in Zebulun (Joshua 19:15, 16).

f) Herod asks for the time when the star appeared, to ascertain the age of the child (Matthew 2:7).

g) Being sent on their way, the Magi arrive at Bethlehem. Some authorities state that it was the reflection of the star in the water of a well that showed the Magi that their journey was over (Matthew 2:8-10).

h) Unlike the shepherds who saw the baby (brephos, Gk.) (Luke 2:12-16) in the manger, the Magi encountered the young child (paidion, Gk.) in a house (Matthew 2:11). The word for young child indicates an age of one to two years.

i) They presented the young child with three gifts, each representing a reason why God had to become truly human:

i) Gold, representing His kingship.

ii) Frankincense, representing His priesthood.

iii) Myrrh, representing saviourhood.

j) They return to Babylon by a different route (Matthew 2:12).

PRINCIPLES

a) Man must worship the Creator rather than the created (Romans 1:19-25).

b) God controls history (Proverbs 8:15,16).

c) The Word of God is accurate in defining in advance where future events will take place.

d) As an all-knowing God, He knows future events in our lives and has catered for them in His Word (John 21:18,19).

e) Only the seekers who left Jerusalem found the Christ child. The seeker will find (Matthew 7:7).

f) Tradition should never be given credence if it contradicts the Word of God i.e. the Magi being three kings bringing their gifts to a baby in a manger) (Colossians 2:8).

g) The escape of the Magi to Babylon by another route, bearing in mind the fortifications and communications system of Herod, was miraculous.

h) God’s provision overrules man’s ingenuity (Acts 5:19).

MARK (JOHN-MARK) – MATURING CHRISTIAN
SCRIPTURE – Mark 14:51-52, Acts 13:5ff, 15:37-38, Colossians 4:10, Philemon 24, 2 Timothy 4:11

BIOGRAPHY

Mark is a Levite, of the tribe of Levi, Acts 4:36-37.  His mother’s name is Mary, Acts 12:12, who was an enthusiastic and committed follower of Jesus who opened her home to the Early Church as its main initial meeting place. Acts 12:12ff.  It was the first place Peter thought of coming to after his release from prison by the angel.  It was where the main prayer meeting had been held for his release. Acts 12:5ff.  Mary’s husband (John-Mark’s father) is not mentioned and is likely to be already dead at this point, and his role as mentor appears to have been taken by Barnabas, Mark’s uncle (Father’s brother). Colossians 4:10.  Like Barnabas, the family of John-Mark are wealthy land owners who appear to have their land holdings in Cyprus. Their wealth is shown by their ability to have several hundred people at a prayer meeting in their house.  They may have lost considerable money, and may have suffered physically in the initial persecution launched by Paul.  Acts 8:1ff, 9:1ff.

Young Mark is on the periphery of the disciples band and appears to be the teenager who is sent to warn the disciples of the coming arrest of Jesus after the temple Police raided the Jerusalem house looking for Jesus on the night of his eventual arrest.  He barely escapes the clutches of the police, losing his warm clothing in the process. Mark 14:51-52. He is recruited by Barnabas and Paul after the famine relief visit to Jerusalem and taken to Antioch for training for ministry. Acts 12:24-25. 
He is mentored by both men and trained by the church ready to undertake the first missionary journey of the two older men to Cyprus. Acts 13:1ff. Having journeyed through Cyprus Mark gets frightened at the prospect of heading up into the Galatian Province, and heads home to Jerusalem. Acts 13:13.  Paul certainly looked upon him as a “quitter”.  He would not take him on the next journey. Acts 15:36-41.  Barnabas takes him back to Cyprus and mentors him back to full service and spiritual maturity.  This is around 52 AD, and by 62 AD Paul is in Rome under house arrest, awaiting his trial before the emperor, and Mark is with him again as a trusted and loved helper.  Colossians 4:10, Philemon 24.  By 66AD as Paul awaits execution in Rome with Peter and many others Mark is requested by Paul to come to him and spend the last days with him facing an uncertain fate himself by associating with the great apostles.  2 Timothy 4:11.

Church tradition records Mark did arrive back in Rome, but we do not know whether it was before or after the executions of the two older men. Mark had been away from Rome when the great persecution of Nero broke out after the Fire of Rome in 65 AD.  Mark had previously been a teacher at the church in Rome and assistant to Peter who early church historians record was ministering there.  Mark was close to Peter in these last days of his life and wrote down his sermons and it was from these that he wrote his Gospel after the deaths of the two older men.  

The Gospel of Mark was credited to Mark very early in Church History, with Papias, an early historian, writing around 140 AD recording that Mark wrote “Peter’s Gospel”.   Justin Martyr, wiring around 150 AD records that Mark wrote this Gospel while “in Italy” just after the Great Persecution of Nero.  Mark is credited with establishing the Bishop’s role in Alexandria, but there isn’t hard evidence for that.  He is also associated with the Church of St Mark in Venice, and may have served near there.  His final years and place of death are unknown, although his death occurs early in the 70s, and in the early eighth century his body is brought to Venice.  It does appear he was martyred for his faith but we do not know exactly where.

EVALUATION

Mark illustrates several key concepts of discipleship:

a) Never write off a young believer who fails early in their walk with the Lord.

b) Mark may have feared death in the first missionary journey but in mature years he faces death bravely and wins the martyr’s crown.

c) Always value the role of the older men and women as mentors of the young, in doctrine, stability and ministry.  Mark is mentored and trained by Barnabas.

d) Always be ready to forgive a younger believer for failure;  Paul did and found in Mark the man who strengthened him in older age.

e) The job is not over until the Lord calls us home.  Mark must have felt strange after the death of his three great mentors, but his work was to gather Peter’s work and publish it as the Gospel that bears his name.  He faithfully did the work.

PRINCIPLES

Mark grows up in a godly home where his mother mentors passionate and totally committed faith.  He saw his house used for the Lord and opened himself to be used also.  

a) Mark failed but he did not let failure stop his service and he was encouraged by godly older men in this.

b) Failure never stops the work of God in a life unless that person stays in rebellion against the will of God for their life.

c) Spiritual opportunity never ends before we are called home to heaven.  The job on earth is done when you see the Lord’s face, not beforehand.

d) Take every opportunity to serve the Lord and do it whole-heartedly and do not let anything stop or slow you down.

MARY – GRACE

SCRIPTURE – Matthew 1; Luke 1-3.

BIOGRAPHY

Of the seven women named Mary in the New Testament, none has a more central role than Mary the mother of Jesus Christ.  The genealogy of Mary is given in Luke 3.  She is shown as the daughter of Heli (Luke 3:23), descended from Nathan the son of David (Luke 3:23-31).  At the time of the conception of Jesus, she was engaged to Joseph who was also descended from David, through Solomon (Matthew 1:7-16).  Through his parents Jesus was legally entitled to the throne of David.  Living in Nazareth (Luke 1:26).  Mary visited a close relative, Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist (Luke 1:39-56), before travelling to Bethlehem to be taxed under the orders of Augustus. 

In Bethlehem, Jesus was born (Luke 2:1-20).  After the visit of the Magi, when Jesus was about 18 months old, Joseph, Mary and Jesus fled into Egypt until the death of Herod the Great (Matthew 2:20, 21).  Joseph led his family to Nazareth because Archaleus, a very cruel king, was reigning in Judah (Matthew 2:22, 23).  
Joseph is no longer mentioned, but Mary appears at the marriage of Cana (John 2:1-12); then later when Jesus was challenged by the Pharisees (Matthew 12:46-50); and at the cross (John 19:25-27).  On the cross Jesus committed His mother to the care of the disciple John. Mary was with the disciples in the upper room after the ascension (Acts 1:13, 14).

EVALUATION

a) Mary was one of the few people prophesied in the Old Testament, as the woman from whose seed the Saviour would come (Genesis 3:15).

b) Her state was amplified in Isaiah 7:14 that she would be a virgin.

c) Since the sin nature is passed down through the father, Mary received a sin nature from Heli.

d) Because Jesus was born of a virgin however, conceived by the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ was born without a sin nature (Matthew 1:20).

e) Mary was highly favoured in grace by God (Luke 1:28, 30), being called “blessed among women”.

f) Mary accepted the miracle of this birth as outlined by Gabriel (Luke 1:26-38).

g) Mary praised God for His goodness (Luke 1:46-55; cf. 1 Samuel 2:1-10).

h) Mary recognised that the child she was to have would be the long awaited Saviour (Luke 1:46-48).

i) Joseph was noble by protecting Mary from public stoning as an adulteress (Deuteronomy 22:23, 24).

j) Mary and Joseph arranged for Jesus’ circumcision on the eighth day (Luke 2:21) and His presentation to the Lord after the purification of Mary (Luke 2:22-24). They offered turtle doves and pigeons, showing they were not wealthy (Luke 2:24).

k) Jesus never called Mary mother, but always woman (John 2:4; 19:26), to ensure that Mary was never to be thought of as the mother of God.

PRINCIPLES

a) We should be oriented to grace (Romans 5:2; 6:14).

b) Parents are responsible for the spiritual welfare of their children (Deuteronomy 32:46).

c) Christians should use common sense in making decisions (Proverbs 24:5, 6).

d) God uses unbelievers in the lives of believers to work His plan out (cf. the taxation of Augustus).

e) Pre-eminence should always be given to Jesus Christ (John 3:30).

f) There is only one mediator between God and man Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 2:5).

g) All except Christ have sinned (Romans 3:23).

MATTHEW – CHANGED LIFE
SCRIPTURE – Matthew 9:9-13, 10:1-4, Mark 2:14-17, Luke 5:27-32, Acts 1:9-15.

BIOGRAPHY

Matthew was possibly of the Tribe of Levi, or he may have had the double name, Matthew-Levy and was called alternately one or the other in different social/cultural contexts, as was Simon-Peter.  His father’s name is Alphaeus who may also have been a “tax collector”.  They had a large house, and were prosperous as were all who were officials in the Roman tax-farming system.  The Roman Senate, or Emperor’s court, set the taxation required from each province of the empire.  The provincial governor worked through local businessmen to collect this tax.  The provincial governor may be asked for 1 million dollars, so he would charge the group of tax collectors two million, keeping one for himself and sending the required one million to the Senate.  The tax collectors who had to raise 2 million, now asked the population for 3 to 5 million so that they made their profit, after their expenses.  

Such local tax collectors were hated as “Quislings”, traitors to their people, and collectors of their invader’s taxation at inflated prices.  Such men would pass the “tax concessions” on to their sons, and their business dynasties made millions at the expense of their fellow citizens.  They had heavy expenses, for they required extensive security and accounting organisations.  The Roman government ignored any problems created, for the local tax collectors were the ones receiving the majority of the hatred from the system. Tax collectors were linked with prostitutes and alcohol salespeople in the orthodox Jewish mind, as people destined for hell and beyond the grace and redemption of God.  Matthew certainly records some of the strongest words against the Pharisees whose hatred of the tax collectors was extreme.  Matthew 23:1-37.

Matthew Levy is at the seat of collection, and as a son in his father’s business he is making sure none of his “crooks” are ripping him off in the process of collection.  He will not be alone, any more than Zacchaeus will be later, Luke 19:1-10, but surrounded by his guards and petty officials.  Jesus calls him and he immediately leaves his place and follows the Lord.  His people will guard the “shop” and bring in the money later, but he is off after the Lord.  He may have heard the Lord before, for his enthusiasm is instant, indicating that the Holy Spirit has been working on him for some time.  John 16:8-11. His first thought is for his fellow tax collectors and he calls a dinner party for them with Jesus as the after dinner speaker.  Many are led to Jesus by his actions and saved that day.  In Matthew’s Gospel he adds in a significant phrase the Lord used that the others don’t mention.   
Jesus says, “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance (all note this), but go and learn what that phrase means, I will have mercy and not sacrifice.”  Matthew really understood the importance of mercy and he received it that day, as did many of his friends.  He mentions another teaching of the Lord about tax collectors in Matthew 21:28-32. We do not hear any more of him in the scriptures as a separate person.  He works with the other disciples and is there at the later meetings of the apostles and is active with them in ministry but never independently mentioned again.  His work was in Jerusalem until the escape of the church under the leadership of John when the Roman siege was lifted briefly in the first year.  

He is credited by the Early Church with being the author of what became known as the “Logia” a formal record of the sayings of the Lord, and it is logical to accept this, as he was the one man amongst the disciples band who was practised at quickly and accurately recording everything he heard, as was required of a tax collector who needed information on everyone who owed him money.  It may be after the Fall of Jerusalem that he writes his Gospel as a final form of the “Logia” for Hebrew speaking readers.  It certainly appears to have been written after Mark and Luke as the last of the synoptics and this may explain why he follows his format (Logia structure and time line), but adds some elements the others do not.  Church tradition records that he wrote for Hebrew Christians who after the destruction of the country rebuilt their messianic synagogues especially in the Galilee where they prospered until the second rebellion in the 130 AD when they, with all others were wiped out by the Romans. 

Matthew appears to have written the Gospel in the late 70s in Aramaic, which translates easily into Greek; both versions being in circulation for the next seventy years.  He is working on this as the surviving senior rabbis are working in Jamnia on what will become the Mishnah, and its anti-Christian emphasis is what Matthew is working to undermine, emphasizing that Jesus is indeed the Messiah who has been rejected, and that the Jewish people have suffered as a result.  After the second rebellion of the Jews in the 130s the Greek version of Matthew is the one the church uses as Aramaic speakers decline in number significantly.  He appears to have ministered in Judea to Aramaic speakers, although traditions record he headed east to witness to the Jewish community in Babylon and beyond in the area of Persia and that he dies witnessing as an old man in Persia or the Gulf States area. 

EVALUATION

Matthew does a great deal through his life but we know little of him from scripture:

a) Matthew begins as a wealthy tax farmer, the inheritor of a prosperous, corrupt and very unpopular business.  He ends his life following an unpopular Messiah, but dies in Jesus arms as a martyr, blessed forever, rather than just wealthy and hated in time.

b) He immediately thinks of his despised friends and fellow workers.  He calls the dinner party for them and many are saved as a result.

c) He faithfully records everything Jesus says and does for others to draw on in the Gospel’s we now have.  His skill set is useful and has blessed many down the centuries.  

d) He leaves us the most Jewish of all Gospels and proclaims to all Jewish people that their Messiah has indeed come and will come again.

e) He quietly served behind the scenes.  He is content not to mention himself and is relaxed about his anonymity, for in heaven all his deeds will be known.

f) He worked on the final form of the Gospel after losing all his inherited wealth and his nation itself, and spend his last years as a travelling evangelist, dying alone for his Lord in a foreign place.

PRINCIPLES

Matthew learned what was of value in this life and proclaimed it faithfully all his life; it was about Jesus, not about him and so he stays behind the scenes and is content to be unknown in deeds until heaven.

a) He valued his reputation in heaven ahead of his fame and wealth in time, so must we if we seek his legacy.

b) He walked away from prosperity and found eternal rewards, so will we.

c) Matthew valued his friend’s salvation and so having found the saviour he shared the good news with all who would come and hear it.

d) Matthew used his skills with quickly recording facts and conversations to record all that would later be needed to write the Gospel that bears his name.  Let us use all the skills we have to serve the Lord, and if an opportunity comes up to do a worthy thing, let us do it, and wait and see later how the Lord will weave it into our life tasking.

MOSES – THE LAW

SCRIPTURE – Exodus – Deuteronomy; Acts 7:18-44.

BIOGRAPHY
Moses, whose name means “drawn from the water” was born into the family of Amram in the tribe of Levi (Exodus 6:16ff.).  With Pharaoh’s policy of killing male Israelite children, Moses was placed in an ark on the Nile where he was discovered by Pharaoh’s daughter who brought him up in the Egyptian court.  
He learnt much in the court (Acts 7:22) but fled to Midian after he killed an Egyptian taskmaster who was mistreating an Israelite.  He was then 40 years of age.  He married Jethro’s daughter Zipporah who bore him two sons (Acts 7:29).  Having spent 40 years in Midian he saw the burning bush (Acts 7:30) on Mount Horeb (Exodus 3:1).  God called out of the bush, instructing him to return to Egypt to confront Pharaoh (Exodus 3:2 – 4:17).  Travelling towards Egypt, Zipporah circumcised her son in accordance with Genesis 17:13,14, (cf. Exodus 4:24-31).  With confrontation God brought ten plagues upon the Egyptians (see Pharaoh, Topic 37), culminating in the Passover (Exodus 7:7 – 12:36).  Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, carrying with him the bones of Joseph (Exodus 13:19, cf. Genesis 50:26).  Led by a pillar of fire and cloud the Israelites wandered for 40 years in the wilderness. This last period in the life of Moses involved among many other incidents, his rejection by the Israelites, the commandments, the apostasy of the golden calf and the provision of the tabernacle.  Moses disobeyed God by striking the rock and was thereby barred from entering the promised land.  He died still powerful and alert at 120 years of age at Mount Nebo (Deuteronomy 34:1-7), being without peer as a prophet of the Lord (Deuteronomy 34:10).

EVALUATION

a) God gave the commandments (Exodus 20:1).

b) They were given to Israel only.

c) God is the source of freedom (Exodus 20:2).

d) First Commandment:  God is to be first in our lives which demonstrates true orientation by the freewill of man (Exodus 20:3).

e) Second Commandment:  You shall not worship any idols which enslave the individual (Exodus 20:4-6). We are born in slavery (Romans 5:12) but are born again to freedom (John 8:36).

f) Third Commandment:  You shall tell the truth. It is your responsibility. Do not use God to coerce others. This contributes to human freedom (Exodus 20:7).

g) Fourth Commandment:  There will be a day of rest on which the grace of God can be considered. The grace of God is the basis of human freedom (Exodus 20:8-11).

h) Fifth Commandment:  Requires respect for authority in the family by children. Respect for authority creates freedom and happiness in the life of a believer (Exodus 20:12).

i) Sixth Commandment:  You shall not murder (Ratscach, Heb.). This protects the freedom of the individual to exercise his freewill (Exodus 20:13).

j) Seventh Commandment:  You shall not commit adultery which protects the family not only in marriage but prior to marriage (Exodus 20:14).

k) Eighth Commandment:  You shall not steal protects the freedom to own private property (Exodus 20:15).

l) Ninth Commandment:  You shall not commit perjury which protects the freedom of a person appearing in court (Exodus 20:16).

m) Tenth Commandment:  You shall not covet (Exodus 20:17). This was Paul’s way of finding out that a sinful nature existed (Romans 7:7). This commandment controls the lust of the sinful nature.

PRINCIPLES

a) The law is holy, just and good (Romans 7:16).

b) Freedom demands responsibility (Galatians 5:1; 1 Corinthians 6:12).

c) Human freedom gives opportunities for relationship with God (Revelation 22:17).

d) All sin, known and unknown, involves action of the free will (cf. Romans 7:19-23).

e) Free will is the issue in salvation (John 3:36).

f) Human freedom is protected by the Ten Commandments (Mark 12:31).

g) God is the source of freedom and truth (John 8:32).

h) Anarchy will destroy a nation (Judges 21:25).

i) The law condemns man as a sinner (Romans 7:7).

NEBUCHADNEZZAR – PRIDE

SCRIPTURE – 2 Kings 24, 25; Jeremiah 22:21-39,43-52; 2 Chronicles 36; Daniel 1-4; Ezra.

BIOGRAPHY 

Nebuchadnezzar was the eldest son of Nabopolassar, the founder of the Chaldean Empire.  He married Nitocris whose son-in-law Nabonidus and grandson Belshazzar were the last co-rulers of the empire.  Nebuchadnezzar, as the crown prince, led the Babylonian forces that defeated the Egyptians at Carchemish in 605 BC. 
 At this time he brought Daniel and others of the Judean nobility as hostages back to Babylon.  On the death of his father he ascended the throne on September 6, 605 BC.  Jehoiakim of Judah submitted to him (2 Kings 24:1).  He captured Jerusalem on March 16, 597 BC, taking Jehoiakim captive and replacing him with Zedekiah (2 Kings 24:11-20).  Zedekiah eventually revolted and he was taken into captivity with the remnant of Judea in 586 BC.  Nebuchadnezzar had much contact with Daniel.  The Jewish captive with God’s help interpreted the visions of the arrogant man in Daniel 2 and of the Tree in Daniel 4.  Late in life he suffered from zoantrophy and was in the fields for seven years.  He rebelled against God’s plan of history by erecting a huge statue of gold on the plain of Dura.  
Because they would not worship the idol, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were cast into the furnace (Daniel 3).  There is some evidence that late in life Nebuchadnezzar became a believer (Daniel 4:34-37).  He died in 562 BC.

EVALUATION

Using the Daniel passages in chapters 1 – 4 we see Pride and its result. The main cause of Nebuchadnezzar’s pride was his position:

a) As conqueror (Daniel 1:1, 2).

b) As the taker of hostages (Daniel 1:3-6).

c) As the judge with power of life or death (Daniel 1:10, 2:5).

d) As King of Kings (Daniel 2:37).

e) As the recipient of power, strength and glory (Daniel 2:37).

f) As world ruler (Daniel 2:38).

g) As the controller of religion (Daniel 3:3-6).

h) As a great builder (Daniel 4:30).

However, he failed to see that his position was not of his own making but of God, and that God can demote as well as promote:

a) God caused Jehoiakim to fall (Daniel 1:1, 2).

b) God gave Nebuchadnezzar his position (Daniel 2:37, 38).

c) God gave Nebuchadnezzar the dream of his fall (Daniel 4:13-18).

d) God provided an interpreter (Daniel 4:19-27).

e) He ignored God’s direction (Daniel 4:30).

f) God brought Nebuchadnezzar to act as an animal and demoted him (Daniel 4:31-33).

g) Nebuchadnezzar believed and recognised God (Daniel 4:34-37).

PRINCIPLES

a) Pride is the worst of all sins (Proverbs 6:16, 17).

b) Leaders of men often suffer from pride (2 Chronicles 32:25, 26; 1 Timothy 3:6).

c) Pride leads to abuse of power (Isaiah 3:13-16).

d) God controls the destiny of man (Job 1:21).

e) Those who oppress believers will be disciplined by God (1 Kings 21:19).

f) God controls the individual and will not allow continual abuse of power (Amos 4:1-3).

g) Great rulers can be brought down to the dust (Psalm 135:10).

h) The choice is between pride (own will) and the Scriptures (God’s will) (Proverbs 8:13).

i) God will respond to the penitent soul (Psalm 51:17).

j) God will have no other gods before Him (Exodus 20:3) – the first commandment.

NEHEMIAH – PRAYER

SCRIPTURE – Nehemiah

BIOGRAPHY

Nehemiah, whose name means “compassion of Jehovah” was the son of Hachaliah (Nehemiah 1:1).  He was cup bearer to King Artaxerxes I (465-425 BC) and as such he had a position of great responsibility and influence.  He must have been considered very trustworthy as the king’s father had been murdered.  He was a member of a very important Jewish family, one of whom, Hannani, was spokesman of a delegation to Susa (Nehemiah 1:2) and later became governor of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 7:2).  The holding of such a position by a Jew in the Persian Empire probably was due to Artaxerxes’ (Longimanus) high opinion of his stepmother Esther.  The temple in Jerusalem had been finished for 12 years but the Jews in that city were under great pressure as the walls had not been rebuilt.  He persuaded the king to let him go to Jerusalem.  Artaxerxes gave him leave of absence for 12 years (Nehemiah 2:6).  He travelled to Jerusalem and organised the Jews in their rebuilding programme. The walls were rebuilt in 52 days (Nehemiah 6:15), and subsequently dedicated (Nehemiah 12:27-43).  Having completed his task, Nehemiah returned to Persia to resume his duties (Nehemiah 13:6).

EVALUATION

a) As soon as Nehemiah heard about the problems in Jerusalem he fasted and prayed (Nehemiah 1:4).

b) Nehemiah was constant in prayer (Nehemiah 1:6).

c) He recognised that the Jews needed to be treated in grace (Nehemiah 1:7-11).

d) When requested by the king as to why he was depressed and sad, he prayed to God prior to answering the king (Nehemiah 2:4).

e) He is successful in requesting Artaxerxes for time to go to Jerusalem, and is given provision (Nehemiah 2:6-9).

f) Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem and challenged those there, having made a careful inspection of the city (Nehemiah 2:11-18).

g) His exhortation received a mixed reaction but the walls were completed by teamwork, even though there were those who refused to help (Nehemiah 3:5).

h) Nehemiah was ridiculed (Nehemiah 2:19; 4:2), but he overcame this with trust and prayer (Nehemiah 4:4-6).

i) Many promoted fear (Nehemiah 4:7, 8, 11), but that was countered by prayer and vigilance (Nehemiah 4:9-23).

j) Nehemiah is tempted to leave God’s work but he copes with this by prayer and truth (Nehemiah 6:1-9).

k) He is then subjected to intimidation (Nehemiah 6:10) but he overcomes this by courage (Nehemiah 6:11-13).

l) He combats discouragement (Nehemiah 4:10-12) by truth and courage (Nehemiah 4:13-23).

m) He conquers selfishness by rebuke and unselfishness (Nehemiah 5:1-13).

n) The walls are eventually completed (Nehemiah 6:15, 16).

PRINCIPLES

a) As a Christian you can hold an important and prominent position (John 19:38, 39).

b) Each one has an important part to play in the plan of God (1 Corinthians 12:18).

c) We should always pray about our problems (Philippians 4:6).

d) God is everywhere and is keen to answer our prayers (James 5:16).

e) It takes courage to stand against those who would destroy your work for God (Psalm 27:4; Psalm 31:24).

f) Problems can come from both outside and inside in the Christian life (Revelation 2:9-14).

g) No testing is too much for you to bear (1 Corinthians 10:13).

NIMROD – INTERNATIONALISM

SCRIPTURE – Genesis 10:8, 9; 1 Chronicles 1:10.

BIOGRAPHY

Great grandson of Noah through Ham and Cush.  He was probably very dark in complexion as the Cushites were the original Ethiopians.  Nimrod is said to be a great warrior before the Lord (Genesis 10:8,9).  Nimrod had an extensive kingdom, including the great cities of Babel (Babylon), Erech (Warka), Accad (Agade), Calneh and all the land of Shinar. This was the location of the tower of Babel.  Hamurabbi, the great law-giver who lived about the time of Abraham, rebuilt the tower of Babel.  He dedicated it to Nimrod (Marduk), the original builder.  The tower was one of the wonders of the ancient world at this time and a focal point for internationalism.  Nimrod’s extensive empire and strength combined to make him a formidable leader and conceivably the first world ruler after the flood.  Nimrod’s land also included inner Assyria, called the land of Nimrod in Micah 5:6, between Nineveh and Calah.

EVALUATION:  Genesis 11.

a) The whole world after the Ark landed on Ararat was of one language and speech (verse 1).

b) After wandering for some while, they came to the plain of Shinar and dwelt there (verse 2).

c) God had told them to multiply and inhabit the earth (Genesis 9:7).

d) Man, however, remained centralised in the plain of Shinar where they constructed a tower (verses 3, 4).

e) The purpose of the tower was to reach heaven from the earth and to rebel against God’s orders (verse 4).

f) God recognised that the whole of mankind had concentrated, and such concentration would cause severe problems for their future (verses 5, 6).

g) He causes a myriad of languages to come upon man to force them into national units (verse 7).

h) With the various languages, the people on the plain of Shinar disperse and migrate to fill the earth (verse 8).

i) The name of the place was called Babel because of the confusion of languages (verse 9).

PRINCIPLES

a) Concentration of power causes oppression and degeneracy (Revelation 13:16-18).

b) God promotes nationalism and judges internationalism. There is no such thing as the brotherhood of man. Man is divided into two groups:  believers who are children of God (Romans 8:14-17), and unbelievers who are children of the devil (John 8:44).

c) God confused tongues (languages) at the Tower of Babel. God gave the gift of tongues in the early church to give the gospel in foreign languages (1 Corinthians 12-14).

d) Man is always attempting by his own works to pull God down from heaven. God judges man’s works and will not allow man to operate outside His plan (Numbers 22-24).

e) Babel and the Church:

i) Started in unity – the church started in unity being in one place in one accord (Acts 2:1).

ii) Ambition for power – a power struggle commenced in the church with several bishoprics attempting to gain supreme power (1 Peter 5:3).

iii) Man-made unity – under the medieval papacy the church was one over a large area of the known world with one language, LATIN. Religious internationalism.

iv) Confusion of languages – the reformation caused each country to worship and have the Bible in their own languages. Christian nationalism.

NOAH – OBEDIENCE

SCRIPTURE – Genesis 5:29 – 9:29

BIOGRAPHY

Noah, whose name means “to rest”, was born approximately 3000 BC.  He was the tenth generation from Adam, being the son of Lamech in the line of Seth, the regenerate line.  He lived to be 950 years of age and was a contemporary with Abram for some 50 years near the turn of the second millennium BC (Genesis 9:29).  We are told of three sons of Noah: Ham Shem and Japheth (Genesis 6:10) who were all regenerate as were their wives.  Noah was righteous (Genesis 6:9), having the righteousness that comes from faith (Hebrews 11:7) and close communion with God (Genesis 6:9). Noah attempted to evangelise in his area but completely without success outside his family (2 Peter 2:5).  When Noah was 480 years old God informed him of the forthcoming judgement of the flood which was to occur 120 years later (Genesis 6:3, 7:11).  During this period Noah constructed the Ark under God’s direction and to His specification.  He preserved the animal kingdom, ensuring continuity of the human race and animals on the earth.  Subsequent to the flood, Noah prophesied the future of the human race as descendants from his three sons (Genesis 9:25-27).  One of his greatest characteristics was obedience to God’s will irrespective of human wisdom or ridicule.

EVALUATION

a) The Lord gives a warning to the world that judgement would come on the earth in 120 years (Genesis 6:3).

b) Noah was a believer and had a pure lineage from Adam, being not perverted by the wickedness of the world current at that time (Genesis 6:8, 9).

c) He had three sons:  Ham, Shem and Japheth (Genesis 6:10).

d) God advises Noah of the Ark’s dimensions (Genesis 6:14-16).

e) God makes a covenant with Noah through the provision of the Ark (Genesis 6:18).

f) Noah obeys God and builds the Ark (Genesis 6:22).

g) God instructs Noah regarding unclean and clean animals to be placed in the Ark (Genesis 6:19-21, 7:2-5).

h) After embarkation God closes the door (Genesis 7:13-16).

i) The storm breaks (Genesis 7:11, 12).

j) The judgement of the flood (Genesis 7:17-23).

k) The flood abates and dry land seen (Genesis 8:1-5).

l) The dove has three flights (Genesis 8:6-12).

m) Noah builds an altar as his first act. God is pleased, with the offering (Genesis 8:20-22).

n) Man given dominion by fear over the animal kingdom and allowed to eat meat (Genesis 9:1-4).

o) God gives the first rainbow to show His faithfulness and covenant with Noah (Genesis 9:10-17).

PRINCIPLES

a) God always gives grace before judgement. This is demonstrated clearly in the book of Revelation (Exodus 20:6).

b) God has a special relationship with believers (Romans 8:16).

c) God’s instructions are the means of our eternal existence. Salvation (John 3:16) by faith alone; Fellowship (1John 1:9) by confession of sins, etc. We live by principles, promises, doctrines applied to our lives by obedience to God’s will (Psalm 119:1-3).

d) Ridicule by the world requires obedience rather than embarrassment (Romans 1:16; Matthew 5:11, 12).

e) God provides the obedient believer a way of escape. He protects us in our testing (1 Corinthians 10:13).

f) God provides eternal security. He closed the door (John 10:27-30).

g) God judges the unbeliever or disobedient believer (Hebrews 3:16-19).

h) Noah shows an obedient attitude in sacrificing to God as soon as he disembarks (Matthew 6:33).

i) God confirms His promise to His obedient servant with a perfect rainbow, one of seven colours, God’s perfect number (Hebrews 13:5).

PAUL – PRESSURE

SCRIPTURE – Acts, Epistles

BIOGRAPHY

Paul, whose name means “little”, was born Saul (“asked for”) in Tarsus, Cilicia (Acts 9:1 1; 21:39; 22:3).  His family probably was fairly wealthy and influential as this was a requirement for Roman citizenship of foreigners (Acts 16:37). Jewish law required a boy to start studying the scriptures at five years of age, with him taking on the full obligation of the law at 13.  Paul had a married sister (Acts 23:16), with whom he may have stayed during his studies in Jerusalem under Gamaliel (Acts 22:3).  He was one of the chief persecutors of the early church and was responsible for the martyrdom of Stephen and the movement of Philip to Samaria.  Converted on the road to Damascus, Paul, who is the greatest sinner who ever lived (1 Timothy 1:15) spent many years preparing himself for his ministry.  He was unmarried (1 Corinthians 7:8) and was the apostle to the Gentiles.  He was the last apostle.  Famous for his four missionary journeys and responsible for the writing of much of the New Testament, Saul the persecutor became Paul the great believer.  Paul was not a striking person to look upon, being reported as “a man of small stature with a bald head and crooked legs with eyebrows meeting, and nose somewhat hooked but full of friendliness”.  Paul eventually was imprisoned for a final time in Rome where he was beheaded by Nero in AD 6 7.

EVALUATION

Testing and pressure is seen throughout Paul’s ministry:

a) Persecuted in Damascus, he escaped in a basket (Acts 9:20-25).

b) Driven out of Jerusalem and sent to Tarsus (Acts 9:28-30).

c) He was stoned at Lystra and thought to have died (Acts 14:19).

d) Paul whipped and imprisoned at Philippi (Acts 16:16-24).

e) Paul received five Jewish and three Roman scourgings (2 Corinthians 1 1:16-33).

f) Disputed with Peter (Galatians 2:14).

g) He was subject to a great tumult by Demetrius the silversmith (Acts 19:23-29).

h) Seized by the Jews and beaten (Acts 21:27-32).

i) Paul bound with chains (Acts 21:33).

j) He was persecuted for his mission to the Gentiles (Acts 22:21-23).

k) The Jews conspired to kill him (Acts 23:12-14).

l) The high priest conspired to kill Paul (Acts 25:1-3).

m) Paul is shipwrecked but all hands are saved (Acts 27:41-44).

n) Paul is bitten on the hand by a viper in Malta but survives (Acts 28:1-6).

o) He becomes a martyr in Rome by beheading.

PRINCIPLES

a) Pressure can come from your closest colleagues (such as Peter), your family or countrymen (the Jews), religious or political leaders (the high priest) (Matthew 10:35, 36).

b) Pressure can be applied by circumstances (Psalm 46:1-5).

c) We are in Satan’s world. If we are effective we will be opposed (Ephesians 6:12).

d) Religion is antagonistic to Christianity (Romans 3:27, 28).

e) You will be attacked if you downgrade people’s idols, be they physical or mental (Judges 6:30).

f) The Lord can divinely protect believers (Psalm 124:1-5).

g) The purpose of testing or pressure is to build up faith and to keep down pride (Romans 5:3, 4).

h) There is inner happiness for those who are persecuted for the Lord’s sake (Luke 6:22, 23).

i) All things work together for good to the believer (Romans 8:28).

PETER – DIVINE GUIDANCE

SCRIPTURE – Gospels, Acts, First and Second Peter.

BIOGRAPHY

Born Simon the son of Jonas, he was a native of Bethsaida in Galilee.  He was married and lived with his mother-in-law at Capernaum at the time he was called by the Lord.  He was a fisherman, fishing with his father and his brother Andrew when Jesus found him.  Together with James and John, Peter formed a group of three disciples who appeared to have a closer relationship with Jesus, as they appeared with Him at the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-13), and in the garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46).  Peter was the leader of the disciples and often spoke without fully considering the situation.  It was Peter who walked on the sea at Galilee (Matthew 14:22-32) before his faith collapsed. He also was the one who was commended by Jesus for recognising Jesus as the Messiah.  Peter was disappointed that Jesus was not going to set up a temporal kingdom as the final act of His ministry (Mark 8:32, 33).  Saying that he would die rather than desert Jesus, he failed miserably later that day and denied Him three times.  After Pentecost, Peter was a changed man, preaching boldly about Jesus Christ (Acts 2:14-40).  He had, however, to learn that the Gentiles were also subject to the promise of Abraham and that the Mosaic law had been fulfilled at the cross (Matthew 5:17; Acts 11:6-9). Herod imprisoned him but he was released by an angel.  Paul admonished Peter regarding his superficial relationship with the Gentiles but Peter eventually commended Paul’s writings for the mature believer (2 Peter 3:15, 16).  Peter then disappears from the scripture but it is said that he was crucified upside down as a martyr.

EVALUATION:  Acts 11:1-16.

a) Peter is in Jerusalem for a meeting of church leaders (verse 1).

b) News of the Gentile Pentecost was received (verse 1).

c) Opposition is received from legalists (verse 2).

d) This brought criticism of Peter (verse 3).

e) Peter begins to think back on the Gentile Pentecost (verse 4), bringing out the factors which led Peter to go to Cornelius’ house.

f) Peter is given guidance through prayer (verse 5).

g) He is given guidance through pondering the meaning of the animals he saw (verse 6).

h) Peter is informed by God that there had been a change as far as eating of previously unclean animals was concerned (verses 7-10).

i) He is guided by coincidence or providential circumstances by the arrival of three men from Caesarea (verse 11). God opened doors for Peter.

j) The Holy Spirit confirms that he should go to Caesarea (verse 12).

k) When he met Cornelius he compared experiences with him (verses 13-15).

l) Peter is guided also by remembering Scripture (verse 16).

PRINCIPLES

a) God’s will for Peter depended on his being aware of:

i) Viewpoint will of God – what does He want me to think (Mark 8:33).

ii) Operational will of God – what does He want me to do (Acts 10:20).

iii) Geographical will of God – where does He want me to go (John 21:18).

b) Peter’s attitude and maturity also played a part:

i) His knowledge of the scriptures (Psalm 32:8; Proverbs 3:1-6).

ii) The filling of the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:13; 12:1, 2).

iii) Maturity (2 Peter 3:18).

c) God will not force His own will on the believer but desires to give guidance to His children (Hebrews 3:7).

d) Guidance is given nowadays through the Bible (1 Corinthians 13:10).

e) Many items of guidance are clearly set out in the Scriptures, e.g. do not marry an unbeliever (2 Corinthians 6:14).

f) The correct following of guidance gives blessing to others as well as the one who is guided.

PHARAOH – GOD’S POWER

SCRIPTURE – Exodus 7:7 – 14:28.

BIOGRAPHY

Pharaoh was the title of the Kings of Egypt.  The title showed the person on the throne as a representative of the sun god Ra. The Pharaoh we are to consider is the Pharaoh of the Exodus.  His identity is unknown.  Many state he was Ramses 11 but the Bible shows a much earlier Exodus than his reign of 1301 – 1234 BC.  1 Kings 6:1 indicates a dating of c. 1450 BC which indicates Amenhotep II as the Pharaoh of the Exodus.  Study of Acts 13:18-21, however, gives a date of c. 1530 BC. (See Chronology, Topic 33, Book 1).  The Pharaoh of the Exodus is shown to be superstitious and unstable, moving rapidly from right to wrong as he desired.  He expected his own magicians to copy the miracle plagues of Moses and Aaron.  He was ready to promise a course of conduct that only ended when he and his army were destroyed in the Red Sea. Pharaoh, the world’s most powerful ruler of his time, was confronted by a man, sent by God, who had spent 40 years tending sheep on the backside of the desert.  Ten plagues were performed by Moses to bring pressure on Pharaoh.  Pharaoh however, resisted God’s power; eventually losing his life pursuing the children of Israel.

EVALUATION

a) Exodus 7:7-13. The Lord tells Aaron through Moses to change his rod into a snake. Pharaoh orders his magicians to do the same. Aaron’s snake swallows the magicians’ snakes. Pharaoh’s heart hardened (verse 13).

b) Exodus 7:14-25. The Nile was an idol river: it’s water worshipped as life-giving. The first plague turned these waters into blood. God humiliated the Nile god. Pharaoh’s heart was hardened (verse 22).

c) Exodus 8:1-15. Hekt, the goddess with the frog’s head, was exposed when the land brought forth frogs through both Aaron and the Egyptian magicians. Pharaoh hardened his heart (verse 15).

d) Exodus 8:16-19. This plague was directed against Seb, the earth god. The magicians fail and say that it is God’s work (verse 19). Pharaoh’s heart was hardened (verse 19).

e) Exodus 8:20-32. The flies probably were the scarab beetles, being against Scarabaeus the sacred beetle. Having compromised, Pharaoh hardened his heart (verse 32).

f) Exodus 9:1-7. The death of the Egyptian cattle was directed towards Apis, the sacred Egyptian bull. The Jewish cattle were preserved. The heart of Pharaoh was hardened (verse 7).

g) Exodus 9:8-12. The affliction of boils was a judgement against Neit, the goddess of health. The Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart (verse 12).

h) Exodus 9:13-35. Hail and fire were judgements against Shu, the god of the atmosphere. Pharaoh’s heart was hardened (verse 35).

i) Exodus 10:1-20. The Egyptians worshipped Serapia, the god of locusts. God sent a plague of locusts. The Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart (verse 1, 20).

j) Exodus 10:21-29. The ninth plague, a supernatural darkness, showed how impotent Ra, the sun god was. The Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart (verse 27).

k) Exodus 11:1 – 12:36. The son of Pharaoh was the representative of the god-man. When the crown prince died, Pharaoh allowed the children of Israel to go.

PRINCIPLES

a) God will not tolerate other gods before Him (Exodus 20:3).

b) Pharaoh at the start of the plague hardened his heart but eventually God hardened his heart (Romans 9-17,18).

c) Man’s negative actions, if perpetuated long enough in spiritual matters, can result in the inability of that person to believe in Christ (Revelation 14:9-11; Hebrews 4:1-3).

d) God can use unbelievers to show His glory (Romans 9:17).

e) Miracles performed in God’s power can be duplicated in some cases by people using Satan’s power (2Thessalonians 2:9).

f) Behind a Christian – non-Christian conflict is a spiritual conflict. The Christian walk is fought in the spiritual realm (Ephesians 6:12).

g) Negative attitudes towards God are disastrous individually and nationally (Isaiah 57:21).

PHILIP – EVANGELISM

SCRIPTURE – Acts 6:5; 21:8, 9.

BIOGRAPHY

Philip the evangelist (one of four men named Philip in the New Testament) is not mentioned in the gospels.  He first appears (Acts 6:5) as one of the seven deacons chosen by the church in Jerusalem to allow the elders to function more efficiently. The deacons were of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, and were charged with administration of the church.  The early persecution of the Jerusalem church under Saul resulted in the martyrdom of Philip’s colleague Stephen (Acts 7 – 8:1) and the Christians were scattered abroad.  Philip fled to Samaria where he became an evangelist and missionary, his preaching being accompanied by healing, miracles and the casting out of demons.  
Philip’s converts also included the Ethiopian eunuch (treasurer of Queen Candice) as well as the whole city of Samaria (Acts 8:5-8).  The conversion of the Ethiopian introduced Christianity into north east Africa.  Much of Philip’s preaching was to the Gentiles, and as such he was a forerunner of Paul (see Topic 35).  He worked in every port city from Ashdod to Caesarea (Acts 8:40).  On Paul’s last journey to Jerusalem the great missionary stayed at Philip’s house in Caesarea (Acts 21:8).  Philip had four unmarried daughters with the gift of prophecy (Acts 21:9).  It was at Philip’s house that Agabus, a prophet of Judea, came to minister to Paul to warn him of the Lord’s will regarding him going to Jerusalem – a warning that was ignored.  Philip is said to have died of natural causes at Tralles in Lydia, although one tradition has it that he was martyred in Hierapolus in Asia.

EVALUATION

a) The persecution of Saul caused Philip to leave Jerusalem and go to Samaria (Acts 8:1-5).

b) Philip, although a deacon, evangelised the inhabitants of Samaria (Acts 8:5).

c) His preaching in Samaria was accompanied by miracles, healing and the casting out of demons (Acts 8:6-8).

d) Previously Samaria had been under the influence of Simon the sorcerer (Acts 8:9).

e) Simon, through demonism, was thought by the Samaritans to be from God (Acts 8:10, 11).

f) With the preaching of Philip, however, not only the inhabitants of Samaria, but also Simon, were converted (Acts 8:12, 13).

g) The apostles Peter and John were sent to Samaria for the Samaritan Pentecost (Acts 8:14-17).

h) Simon was interested in the power of the Holy Spirit for his own use and tried to buy it but was rebuked by the apostles. He repented (Acts 8:18-25).

i) From mass evangelism Philip is now guided to the Ethiopian treasurer for a time of personal evangelism (Acts 8:26).

j) The eunuch was reading from Isaiah 53 but could not understand (Acts 8:27-35).

k) The Ethiopian is converted and baptised before parting ways with Philip (Acts 8:36-39).

PRINCIPLES

a) All things, even persecution, work together for good (Romans 8:28).

b) The power of the Holy Spirit shows that greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world (Acts 1:8).

c) Demonism to the unbeliever or ignorant believer can appear to be a gift from God (2 Corinthians 11:13, 14).

d) The gift of foreign languages (tongues) was not present at the Samaritan Pentecost but was present at the Gentile Pentecost several years later (Acts 11:15).

e) Obedience to God’s guidance is essential in personal work (cf. Philip and the Ethiopian) (Acts 16:9).

f) The conversion of a particular person may have greater historical importance than that of a whole community (e.g. Paul).

g) The unbeliever cannot understand the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 2:14).

h) Jesus Christ is clearly seen in the Old Testament (John 1:45).

PILATE:  PONTIUS PILATE – EXPEDIENCY

SCRIPTURE – Matthew 27:2,11-26; Mark 15:1-15; Luke 23:1-5,13-25; John 18:28-19:16.

BIOGRAPHY

Pilate was of German origin. He was brought up near the borders of the Roman Empire.  He trained in Rome as he was of royal birth.  It was during this time that because of a fight he was despatched to the Black Sea region to put down an uprising.  He was successful and received the title Pontius after the Black Sea region of Pontus.  Pilate was appointed procurator of Judea by Tiberias in 26 AD, Judea being a third-class province.  He initiated three actions which antagonised the Jews.  Firstly, he marched the Roman army from its base in Caesarea to Jerusalem and hung the shields of the army on the walls of the city.  These shields had pagan gods which infuriated the Jews.  When the Jews protested to Tiberius, Pilate took some of his soldiers, put them in civilian clothing and ordered them to kill some Jews. Finally he took over the Temple treasury and extracted a huge sum of money to build a 60 kilometre aqueduct from a water spring to Jerusalem.  Such action by the procurator frustrated the Jews and almost caused a riot.  Pontius Pilate was again reprimanded by the emperor.  He was a brilliant person, a good administrator but weak, and under a lot of political pressure when Jesus was brought before him.  He sought expediency and compromise rather than justice. Some three years after the death of Christ, Pilate was removed by Caligula and in disgrace he committed suicide.

EVALUATION (Matthew 27)

a) Because the power to execute those guilty of committing a capital offence had been withdrawn from the Jews by Rome in 6 AD the elders brought Jesus to Pilate (verse 2).

b) Pilate questions Jesus as to if he is the King of the Jews. Jesus says, Yes. (Thou sayest) (verse 11).

c) He refuses to answer the religious leaders. In the Roman court the accusers would speak first (verse 12) (Isaiah 53:7).

d) Jesus’ silence amazes Pilate (verses 13, 14).

e) The sixth and most important trial where Jesus is found innocent yet condemned (verses 15-26).

f) Pilate attempts to use a custom to release Jesus (verse 15).

g) The choice given was Jesus (the Son of God) (verse 16, 17), or Barabbas (the son of the Father, the son of man).

h) Pilate was aware of the reason for the trial – mental sins (verse 18).

i) Pilate’s wife gave good advice and confirms Jesus’ innocence (verse 19).

j) The religious leaders manipulate the mob to secure the release of Barabbas (verses 20, 21).

k) The mob cry for the crucifixion of Jesus Christ (verse 22).

l) Pilate makes one last attempt to save Jesus but the mob increases their pressure on him, resulting in Pilate condemning a person who he knows is innocent (verses 23,24).

m) The crowd shout out that “His blood be on us and our children” (Ezekiel 18:2; Deuteronomy 24:16) (verse 25). This oath had two historical conclusions:  the sacking of Jerusalem in 70 AD when the blood of the Jews covered the courtyard, and some five years earlier when 3600 of the nobles of Israel were publicly scourged and crucified in the Praetorium courtyard with another Roman standing in the balcony.

PRINCIPLES

a) Political expediency perverts truth and justice (1 Kings 21:8-13).

b) True leadership requires moral courage (Genesis 44:18-34; 49:8-10).

c) God can use the weaknesses in a person’s character in His plan (Romans 9:17).

d) Using the wrong means (traditional release of a prisoner at the Passover) to attain an object (the release of an innocent person) can cause disaster (Numbers 20:8-12).

e) In times of great stress good advice is often rejected (cf. Nitocris’ advice to Belshazzar in Daniel 5) (1 Kings 12:6-16).

f) A mob never thinks rationally but relies on its emotions (Genesis 19:4).

g) Oaths can bring great suffering (Judges 11:31-40).

h) Expediency and appeasement ends in disaster (Judges 2:2, 3).

i) Expediency puts off eventual catastrophe: it solves no problems (Genesis 12:10-20).

RUTH – TYPE OF CHURCH

SCRIPTURE – Ruth.

BIOGRAPHY 
Ruth was a Moabitess who lived during the period of the Judges.  The events recorded regarding Ruth occur about 1320 BC. Ruth was married to Mahlon (Ruth 4:10), the elder son of Elimelech and Naomi.  Elimelech and Naomi were Jews who came to Moab in time of famine from their native Bethlehem with their two sons Mahlon and Chilion (Ruth 1:2). Elimelech died in Moab.  Both his sons married Moabites and lived in exile in Moab for ten years.  
By the end of that time both of Naomi’s sons were dead, leaving all three women widows. Naomi decided to return to Judah (Ruth 1:7) and tells her daughters-in-law to return to Moab.  Ruth, however,. Decided to go with Naomi and to accept God rather than her pagan gods (Ruth 1:15,16).  The women arrive in Bethlehem at the barley harvest (Ruth 1:22).  Ruth gleaned in the fields of Boaz, a kinsman of Elimelech (Ruth 2:3).  Boaz met her, allowed her to glean and then provided Ruth with food (Ruth 2:14).  Ruth worked in the field until the end of harvest (Ruth 2:23).  Ruth now went to the threshing floor at night and Boaz stated that he would act as her kinsman redeemer (Leviticus 25:25, 47-49).  Ruth and Boaz married, their son Obed being the grandfather of David (1 Chronicles 2:12; Matthew 1:5).

EVALUATION

a) Ruth as a Moabite was under a curse (Deuteronomy 23:3-6).

b) Ruth decided to go with Naomi and accept God (Ruth 1:15, 16).

c) Ruth goes to Bethlehem – “the house of bread” where the Bread of God is born some 1300 years later (Ruth 1:22).

d) At Bethlehem they found plenty of food.

e) Ruth meets Boaz who can represent the person of Christ, as he is:

i) The Lord of the Harvest – able to redeem (Ruth 4:4-6).

ii) The new Kinsman (Ruth 3:12, 13).

iii) The supplier of wants (Ruth 2:14).

iv) The redeemer of the inheritance (Ruth 4:6, 7).

v) The giver of rest.

vi) The wealthy kinsman (Leviticus 25:27).

vii) The Bridegroom (Ruth 4:13).

f) Ruth can be seen as the gentile bride of Christ (Boaz of Judah) whom he is able and willing to redeem.

g) Ruth gives an example of normal Christian experience:

i) Ruth deciding (Ruth 1). Salvation.

ii) Ruth serving (Ruth 2). Working for God.

iii) Ruth resting (Ruth 3). Resting in the promises of God.

iv) Ruth rewarded (Ruth 4). The Church in Heaven.

h) God blessed Boaz and Ruth with the birth of a son Obed who is in the line of Christ.

PRINCIPLES

a) Through grace cursing is turned to blessings by God (Numbers 22 – 24).

b) A person’s free will is required to decide for or against God (Matthew 23:37).

c) A person who accepts Jesus Christ as Saviour need never be spiritually hungry again (John 6:35).

d) Correct orientation in life will give spiritual blessing (Proverbs 1:7; Psalm 119:9).

e) We can work in the field of the Lord of the harvest (John 4:36).

f) After the harvest the bridegroom (Christ) will wed the bride (the Church) (Revelation 21:2, 9).

g) Jesus Christ gives the peace of God which passes all understanding (Philippians 4:7).

h) Jesus Christ has redeemed us from this world (Galatians 1:4).

i) God can use those of low status in His plan (e.g. Ruth, a Gentile, is in the line of Christ – 1 Corinthians 1:26).

SAMSON – BROKEN PROMISES

SCRIPTURE – Judges 13-16; Hebrews 11:32.

BIOGRAPHY

Samson was a judge of Israel, famous for his strength displayed against the Philistines.  He was born towards the end of the Judges, being the last-named judge prior to Eli and Samuel, who under God’s guidance turned Israel from a theocracy to a monarchy.  The Philistines had been used by God against Israel because of the nation’s evil deeds (Judges 13:1).  Whilst Samson’s mother is unnamed, his father was Manoah of the tribe of Dan, who resided at Zorah (Judges 13:2).  Like a number of other women in the Bible who had notable sons, Samson’s mother was barren.  When the angel announced to his mother that she was to conceive, he told her that the child was to be a Nazarite.  Samson had relations with three women, a Philistine woman (Judges 14:8-18) whom he married; a prostitute of Gaza (Judges 16:1-3); and Delilah of Sorek, with whom he fell in love (Judges 16:4).  It was Delilah who finally was able to find the secret for his strength.  Samson was bound, blinded (Judges 16:21; cf. 1 Samuel 11:2; 2 Kings 25:7), and set to work like a beast of burden grinding corn.  The Philistines let his hair grow again which gave him his strength sufficiently to bring down the temple of Dagon, killing Samson and a great number of the Philistines.  He was buried in his father’s tomb between Zorah and Eshtaol, having judged Israel 20 years (Judges 16:31).

EVALUATION

a) Samson was to be dedicated as a Nazarite from birth (Judges 13:5).

b) The Nazarite was not allowed to:

i) Eat or drink of the fruit of the vine (Judges 13:4, 7).

ii) Be contaminated by any unclean thing (Judges 13:4, 7).

iii) Cut his hair (Judges 13:5,7).

c) The first two items of the Nazarite vow was also to apply to Samson’s mother (Judges 13:14).

d) The regulations for a Nazarite are given in Numbers 6:2-21.

e) On one occasion on his visit to his prospective wife at Timnah, Samson stopped at the carcass of the lion which he had killed with his bare hands (Judges 14:5-9) and ate honey from it. This was in direct contravention to Numbers 6:6 and in this he failed to keep from being contaminated.

f) On Samson’s fourth visit to Timnah (Judges 14:10-20), he gave a feast (mistell, Heb.) which implies a drinking bout in contravention of the first Nazarite requirement.

g) Through Delilah, the secret of his strength being his uncut hair was discovered. Delilah called a man to cut his hair (Judges 16:19), completing the breaking of the vows of a Nazarite.

h) He became a slave to the Philistines (Judges 16:21).

i) In a pitiful state he finally takes his revenge on the enemies of Israel.

j) His strength was amazing.

i) He killed many Philistines after the burning of his wife (Judges 15:8).

ii) He killed a thousand Philistines with the jawbone of an ass (Judges 15:15, 16).

iii) Samson escaped from Gaza carrying the gates to the city of Hebron (the symbol of civic pride) some 60 kilometres away (Judges 16:3).

iv) Samson snapped seven fresh bowstrings (Judges 16:6-9).

v) He broke fresh ropes (Judges 16:10-12).

vi) He removed a whole loom (Judges 16:13, 14).

vii) He demolished the temple of Dagon (Judges 16:29, 30).

PRINCIPLES

a) Breaking of promises causes great discipline (Ecclesiastes 5:4-6).

b) God never breaks His promises (Hebrews 10:23).

c) Pride and lust cause loss of spirituality (1 Kings 1 1:1-6).

d) Be careful with whom you associate (Psalm 1:1; 1 Corinthians 15:33).

e) A weak character causes problems (Joel 3:10).

f) God can still use you even if you fail repeatedly (1 John 1:9).

g) Failure in the Christian life can cause you to become a slave to sin (Romans 8:5-8).

SAMUEL – PROPHET, PRIEST AND JUDGE

SCRIPTURE – 1 Samuel 1:20 – 28:20.

BIOGRAPHY

Samuel, whose name means “name of God” was the son of Elkanah and Hannah.  His father was an Ephraimite of a Levite descent though not from Aaron (1 Chronicles 6:33-43). Hannah had long been barren.  She vowed to the Lord that her son should be dedicated to Him and serve God (1 Samuel 1:1 1).  To emphasise this Hannah vowed that the vow of separation as outlined in Numbers 6:5 should apply to Samuel.  
When Samuel was weaned Hannah took Samuel to the house of the Lord at Shiloh (1 Samuel 1:24) and left him with Eli.  Hannah’s presentation ended with her prophetic prayer (1 Samuel 2:1-11).  Samuel was shown the downfall of Eli’s family which occurred when the Philistines captured the ark, and killed Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas (1 Samuel 4:11).  Eli, shocked by what had taken place, died at the age of 98 from a fall, having judged Israel 40 years (1 Samuel 4:15-18).  Samuel became the judge over Israel and called for repentance and dedication (1 Samuel 7:3) and erected a stone Ebenezer (1 Samuel 7:12) to remind Israel of God’s faithfulness. Samuel’s sons, who would normally have succeeded him, were bad, causing Israel to call for a monarchy (1 Samuel 8:5).  
God directed Samuel to anoint Saul but after some short time Saul, by his impatience and arrogance, forfeited his inheritance as Israel’s king.  Samuel was then directed by God to anoint David as the future ruler of Israel. Samuel died before Saul’s reign terminated and was buried at Ramah.  All Israel lamented (1 Samuel 28:3). Samuel’s last appearance was at the witch of Endor incident where, brought up from Sheol, he informed Saul of his fate and that of his sons (1 Samuel 28:19).

EVALUATION

a) Samuel was stated as the last and greatest of the judges (Acts 13:20).

b) Samuel is shown as the first of the prophets (Acts 3:24).

c) Samuel is indicated as the greatest figure in Jewish history since Moses (Jeremiah 15:1).

d) Samuel succeeded Eli as the priest and kept the Passover in a great manner, in fact, better than any observances until Josiah (about 620 BC) (2 Chronicles 35:18).

e) He cared for the tent of meeting by appointing gatekeepers (1 Chronicles 9:17-26).

f) He was a man of prayer (1 Samuel 15:11; Psalm 99:6).

g) He is a hero of faith (Hebrews 11:32).

h) Samuel acted decisively when he killed Agag with his sword at Gilgal (1 Samuel 15:33).

i) Samuel eventually disassociated himself from Saul (1 Samuel 15:35).

PRINCIPLES

a) God provides the right man for His purpose in a time of national decline (Judges 2:16).

b) Dedication of parents can have a great effect on history (Exodus 20:6).

c) A dedicated parent can have children who do not desire the things of the Lord (Proverbs 10:1).

d) Samuel is a person under whose leadership the course of Israel’s history changed dramatically (2 Chronicles 35:18; Acts 3:24; 13:20).

e) Disassociation from apostate Christians is necessary if biblical principles have not caused the apostate to change direction (Romans 16:17, 18).

f) National repentance leads to revival (Nehemiah 9:1-3).

g) The spiritual man knows what to do in time of crisis and is willing to make hard, right but unpopular decisions, e.g. the death of Agag (1 Kings 18:40)
h) The turning away by a nation from the Lord (1 Samuel 8:7) may cause people to reject good leaders.

SATAN – ADVERSARY

SCRIPTURE – Genesis 3; Isaiah 14; Ezekiel 28; Matthew 4; Revelation

BIOGRAPHY

Satan is the most beautiful creature ever to be created by God.  He is an angel who rebelled against God before the creation of man (Isaiah 14:12-15).  Originally he was the covering angel, the personal attendant of Jesus Christ in the very throne room of God.  Unlike God, Satan is a created being and as such can only be in one place at any one time. 
He is attended by a vast number of angels (called demons) who have given him unswerving allegiance.  After the creation of man, he tempted Adam and Eve to be as gods and to know good and evil by disobeying God.  Satan then became the ruler of this world (Genesis 3:1-7).  He attacked the human race in many ways prior to the birth of Jesus Christ.  Throughout Jesus Christ’s life, Satan attacked the Lord.  Since Christ’s victory at the cross he attacks believers. Satan still has access into heaven where he accuses the brethren.  
Halfway through the tribulation period Satan is thrown out of heaven (Revelation 12:7-9).  This causes him to intensify his attack on the human race.  During the millennium he is confined to the bottomless pit, allowing a perfect environment on the earth (Revelation 20:1-3).  After a brief rebellion at the end of the millennium (Revelation 20:7-10), Satan is condemned to the eternal lake of fire which was created for the devil and his angels.

EVALUATION

Satan is called:

a) The destroyer (Revelation 9:11).

b) The accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12:10).

c) The adversary (1 Peter 5:8).

d) Beelzebub, prince of devils (Matthew 12:24).

e) The deceiver of the whole world (Revelation 12:9).

f) The great dragon (Revelation 12:9).

g) An enemy (Matthew 13:28, 29).

h) The wicked one (Matthew 13:19, 38).

i) The father of lies (John 8:44).

j) The god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4).

k) A murderer (John 8:44).

l) The prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2).

m) The ruler of this world (John 12:31; 14:30).

n) The ancient serpent (Revelation 12:9).

o) The tempter (Matthew 4:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:5).

p) A blinder of minds (2 Corinthians 4:4).

q) A roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8).

PRINCIPLES

a) Believers are in Christ and therefore in a position of supremacy over Satan (Romans 8:37).

b) Satan was defeated at the cross once and for all (Colossians 2:14, 15).

c) He can therefore only use devices and schemes, trying to convince the believer that he can still win the battle against God.

d) Satan, through religion, tries to get man to work independently from God.

e) A Christian out of fellowship can promote principles proposed by Satan (Matthew 4:8-10; Mark 8:33).

f) Satan will use Scripture slightly changed, or added to, to try and confuse believers and lead them astray (Matthew 4:3-10; cf. Psalm 91:11, 12).

g) If Satan the adversary is resisted he will flee from you (James 4:7).

h) Knowledge and application of the Scriptures is essential in understanding the wiles of the devil (Ephesians 6:11).

SAUL – IMPATIENCE

SCRIPTURE – 1 Samuel 9:2 – 31:12.

BIOGRAPHY

Saul was the first King of Israel, reigning for 40 years from 1096-1056 BC.  He was a Benjamite, being the son of Kish (1 Samuel 9:1,2).  There is no record of him having any brothers or sisters.  Saul was a very handsome man and unusually tall being head and shoulders above the men of Israel (1 Samuel 10:23).  Prior to his meeting Samuel while attempting to retrieve his father’s asses, Israel had demanded a king to rule over them (1 Samuel 8:19-22), to which God had agreed. Samuel anointed Saul as captain over the men of Israel (1 Samuel 9:16).  
Initially Saul was successful in his exploits, delivering Jabesh-gilead and defeating the Philistines.  He was confirmed as King at Gilgal (1 Samuel 11:15).  The turning point in his career was when he sacrificed and vowed foolishly (1 Samuel 13:8-10).  Samuel secretly anointed David as the future king, and did not see Saul again till the day of Saul’s death.  Saul tried to kill David.  He slew the prophets of Nob who had assisted David.  
David had two chances of murdering Saul but declined (1 Samuel 24:4-7; 26:7-12).  He consulted with the witch of Endor and had his last meeting with the deceased Samuel who was brought back by God from Paradise, much to everyone’s surprise.  Defeated at Gilboa, Saul suicided, leaving the way open for David to become king.

EVALUATION

a) Saul began by putting the Lord first in his life:

i) He had physical superiority (1 Samuel 9:2).

ii) He was given the Holy Spirit (1 Samuel 10:9-13).

iii) He was discreet (1 Samuel 10:27).

iv) He was generous (1 Samuel 11:12, 13).

v) He had godly companions (1 Samuel 10:25, 26).

b) He becomes impatient and proud:

i) He relied less and less on the advice of Samuel.

ii) Saul takes the priestly function which should have been Samuel’s into his own hand against the will of God (1 Samuel 13:8-13).

iii) As a result his kingdom did not flourish (1 Samuel 13:14).

iv) Saul issued a vow which Jonathan broke when he ate honey but under pressure from the army he did not discipline Jonathan (1 Samuel 14).

v) Saul did not execute Agag the Amalekite (1 Samuel 15:9).

vi) Saul loses the Spirit of God (1 Samuel 16:14).

vii) His frustration caused him to kill the priests of Nob (1 Samuel 22:11-19).

viii) He turns to witchcraft at Endor (1 Samuel 28:7-20).

ix) He commits suicide to end his life (1 Samuel 31:4).

PRINCIPLES

a) Initial success and greatness in the spiritual life does not guarantee a rich life in old age nor future achievement (1Kings 11:4).

b) Pride comes before a fall. True fulfilment in life comes from obedience to the Lord (Proverbs 13:18; 8:13).

c) Rejection of godly advice can be disastrous for both an individual and his family (Genesis 19:17,26).

d) The Lord’s way must be followed otherwise there is discipline (cf. Moses and the rock) (1 Kings 13:20-26).

e) Failure to apply biblical principles to a situation can cause disaster to a nation (1 Chronicles 21:1-4).

f) It was possible in the Jewish dispensation to lose the Spirit of God (Psalm 51:11). It is not possible for us in the Church dispensation to lose the Holy Spirit (John 14:16) –we either quench or grieve Him (1 Thessalonians 5:19; Ephesians 4:30).

g) The witch of Endor incident teaches us that Hades or Sheol is in the heart of the earth.

h) Suicide is the final superimposition of man’s will over God’s will (Psalm 31:15).

SOLOMON – PLEASURE

SCRIPTURE – Proverbs, Ecclesiastes

BIOGRAPHY 
Solomon was the youngest son of David and Bathsheba (1 Chronicles 3:5).  Educated under Nathan the prophet he was only looked upon as heir to the throne after the death of Absalom.  Solomon was anointed King at the age of 20 in 1015 BC (1 Kings 1:39).  David died soon afterwards. Solomon was fabulously rich, the wealth having been accumulated over many years by David (1 Chronicles 29:2ff.).  He was a merchant as well as a monarch (2 Chronicles 8,9).  
Trading in many items, his navy, assisted by the Tyrians, expanded his area of commerce.  The visit of the Queen of Sheba was one of the results of his widespread trade (1 Kings 10).  Solomon was a great builder, building the Temple at Jerusalem (1 Kings 6) as well as reinforcing the walls of the city.  He also built fortifications across the land.  Under Solomon though, heathen shrines began to be erected.  As a result the kingdom was split with ten tribes forming Israel (or Samaria) and the two tribes remaining as Judah:  the split occurring in the time of his sons (1 Kings 11:31-35).  He established a harem on a lavish scale and made great display of his wealth. He continued in areas of worldly philosophy, which is reflected in his pursuit of pleasure in Ecclesiastes.  He was also the author of Song of Solomon (or Canticles) and Proverbs.  Solomon died and was buried at Jerusalem (1 Kings 11:43).  In the New Testament the only reference is to the fact that the humblest work of God as a lily was not equalled by all of Solomon’s glory.

EVALUATION

a) Solomon is seen as the author of the book of Ecclesiastes and the King over Israel (Ecclesiastes 1:12).

b) He gives himself over to much study and was able to say that with few exceptions he understood all knowledge of his time (Ecclesiastes 1:13-17).

c) With increased knowledge came an increased appreciation of discontent (Ecclesiastes 1:18).

d) Solomon tries to find contentment in laughter (Ecclesiastes 2:1-2).

e) He becomes a wine expert (Ecclesiastes 2:3).

f) Solomon built magnificent buildings and grounds (Ecclesiastes 2:4-6).

g) He had many servants and surrounded himself with musicians and singers (Ecclesiastes 2:7, 8).

h) Solomon accumulated wealth and possessions (Ecclesiastes 2:9-1 1).

i) He remembered he needed to provide for children who would follow him, but recognised that they might turn out to be foolish (Ecclesiastes 2:18, 19).

j) Solomon recognises God’s timing in all things but as time progresses, he rationalises and eventually doubts as to whether God exists (Ecclesiastes 3).

k) He accumulates riches but this only gives lack of sleep, whilst the labourer sleeps well. Riches cause worry about losing his wealth (Ecclesiastes 5:10-16).

l) Solomon seeks a good reputation rather than being light hearted (Ecclesiastes 7:1-15).

m) He now examines morality as a source of contentment but concludes that a life of “eat, drink and be merry” is all that you can make of life (Ecclesiastes 8:9-15).

n) Solomon warns of wasting your life in the pursuit of pleasure and that the true source of contentment is application of the word of God to your life (Ecclesiastes 12).

PRINCIPLES

a) Education does not provide pleasure (1 Corinthians 3:18-21; Proverbs 3:7).

b) Comedy and laughter do not bring contentment (Proverbs 14:13).

c) Wine is a mocker (Proverbs 20:1).

d) Great buildings bring no lasting joy (Daniel 4:30, 31).

e) Luxury is not a source of happiness (Proverbs 15:17).

f) Music plays on the emotions but the satisfaction it brings is fleeting.

g) Wealth and possessions do not provide security (Proverbs 11:4).

h) You can provide for your children but they can be a great disappointment (Proverbs 17:2).

i) Position and morality is not a source of permanent happiness.

j) Old age can be either a time of great pleasure or the most miserable time of your life.

k) The only source of true pleasure is obeying God and His Word (Psalm 1:2)

TIMOTHY – MINISTRY

SCRIPTURE – Acts 16-20; 1 Timothy; 2 Timothy; Hebrews 13:23.

BIOGRAPHY

Timothy’s father was an unnamed Greek, whilst his mother was a devout Jewish Christian named Eunice (Acts 16:1).  His grandmother was Lois (2 Timothy 1:5).  Timothy was instructed in the Old Testament scriptures by Eunice and Lois (2 Timothy 3:14).  As a young man he joined Paul (1 Timothy 4:12), presumably meeting him on his first missionary journey (Acts 14).  Timothy appears to have been a native of Lystra.  His first definitive reference in the scriptures is at the beginning of Paul’s second missionary journey (Acts 16:1-3).  For a while Timothy teamed up with Silas when they stayed in Berea (Acts 17:15) before rejoining Paul at Corinth (Acts 18:5).  
On his third journey Paul stayed for an extended period in Ephesus.  Paul sent Timothy to Corinth to try and solve problems in that church (1 Corinthians 4:17; 16:10).  He was not successful.  When Paul wrote Romans from Corinth, Timothy was shown to be a fellow worker (Romans 16:21).  Timothy accompanied Paul on his last journey to Jerusalem (Acts 20:4).  Paul wrote two letters to Timothy, which were included in the canon of scripture.  These were sent to Timothy at Ephesus.  In the last reference to Timothy (Hebrews 13:23), it is apparent that he had recently been released from prison.

EVALUATION

a) A minister should not forbid to marry or commend to be a vegetarian (1 Timothy 4:3).

b) He should be nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine (1 Timothy 4:6).

c) Pursuit of godliness produces benefit for ministers (1 Timothy 4:7, 8).

d) The minister should be an example to other believers:

i) in word

ii) in conversation

iii) in love

iv) in spirit

v) in faith

vi) in purity (1 Timothy 4:12).

e) The minister should concentrate on reading, meditation, exhortation and doctrine (1 Timothy 4:13, 15).

f) Being faithful to the doctrine will make the minister effective (1 Timothy 4:16).

g) Great blessing is obtained from godliness with contentment (1 Timothy 6:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

h) The minister should pursue: i) righteousness; ii) godliness; iii) faith; iv) love; v) patience; vi) meekness (1 Timothy 6:11; Galatians 5:22, 23).

i) Ministers are to fight the good faith and be a leader and good example to other Christians (1 Timothy 6:12).

j) The minister should emphasise to the materially rich that they should not trust in their riches, but in God, the source of spiritual richness (1 Timothy 6:17-19).

PRINCIPLES

a) The Holy Spirit gives to believers various spiritual gifts (Romans 12:6).

b) To some He will give the gift of ministry or pastor/teacher (Romans 12:7; Ephesians 4:11).

c) Christian relatives, especially parents, have tremendous responsibilities and opportunities in guiding children to the Lord (Psalm 78:3, 4).

d) The Lord will provide opportunities for the believer to grow (e.g. Timothy’s relation to Paul) (Eph 4:15; 1 Peter 2:2).

e) The minister should be controlled by the Spirit and be a faithful shepherd to his flock (1 Peter 5:2, 3).

f) Knowledge of the Word of God and its application to the life of the church is a prime responsibility of a minister (Titus 2:1, 7).

g) The Lord honours faithfulness in spiritual matters (Matthew 25:21, 23).

ZECHARIAH – VISIONARY

SCRIPTURE – Nehemiah, Ezra, Zechariah

BIOGRAPHY

Zechariah, whose name means “Jehovah remembers”, was the son of Berechiah and grandson of Iddo (Zechariah 1:1). He was born in Babylon of the tribe of Levi.  He was, therefore, both priest and prophet (Nehemiah 12:1, 4, 7, 10, 12, 16). Ezra called him the son of Iddo, probably because his father Berechiah died early.  He would, therefore, have grown up to head his grandfather’s family.  He was contemporary with Haggai the prophet, Zerubbabel the governor, and Joshua the high priest (Ezra 5:1, 2; Zechariah 3:1; 4:6; 6:11).  
His first prophecy was given in the second year of Darius in 520 BC (Ezra 4:24; 5:1; Zechariah 1:1).  Zechariah’s prophecy is the eleventh of the so-called twelve minor prophets.  He functioned for about two years as a prophet. The prophecies originated in Jerusalem and Judea. Zechariah concentrated in the earlier chapters with the Temple, the priesthood and government of Israel.  He was concerned with establishing spiritual priorities for the Jews.

EVALUATION

Zechariah received promises for the future of Israel in a series of visions:

a) The red horses, which showed that the world was at peace (Zechariah 1:7-17).

b) The four horns, the four nations who had scattered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem (Zechariah 1:18, 19; Daniel 7:24; Revelation 17:12).

c) The four carpenters or carvers (charad, Heb.), who destroy the four horns, the four world empires (Zechariah 1:20,21). These may refer to the four judgments of Revelation 6:1-8.

d) The man with the measuring line, which indicated a great future for Israel (Zechariah 2:1-13). This has still to be fulfilled, as it requires the Lord to appear in glory in Jerusalem (Matthew 24:29, 30), the restoration of Israel (verse 6), the judgement of Jehovah upon the nations (verse 8) after the glory (Matthew 25:31, 32), the full blessing of the earth in the kingdom (verses 10-13).

e) Joshua the high priest is cleansed with new garments, showing a new spiritual start for Israel (Zechariah 3:1-7).

f) Jehovah the Branch is now portrayed as the promise of the Messiah (Zechariah 3:8-10).

g) The seven branch lampstand with two olive trees shows Zerubbabel and Joshua as spiritual leaders of Israel (Zechariah 4:1-14).

h) The flying roll of judgement portrays punishment of God upon all evil doers (Zechariah 5:1-4).

i) The woman and the ephah removed to Babylon shows the banishment of spiritual apostasy from Jerusalem. Again probably this vision is a millennial prophecy (Zechariah 5:5-1 1).

j) The four horse drawn chariots portray the world under the peaceful rule of God (Zechariah 6:1-8).

PRINCIPLES

a) At times of national depression the Lord can provide messengers of encouragement (Judges 2:16).

b) There is a great future for Israel (Joel 3:18-20).

c) God will judge those guilty of anti-Semitism (Genesis 12:3).

d) Jesus Christ will return personally to reign (Revelation 20:4).

e) God is in total control of our future (Matthew 6:31, 32).

f) Evil doers will eventually be judged by God (Psalm 37:9).

g) Spiritual leaders prosper a nation (Judges 2:7-14).

h) Apostasy will be removed in the millennium (Revelation 20:7-9).
FOR AN EXPANDED EDITION OF THIS SECTION COMPLETE WITH RELEVANT DOCTRINES SEE BOOK 24
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