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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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CHAPTER 11

EZEKIEL 11:1-12

1  Moreover the spirit lifted me up, and brought me unto the east gate of the LORD's house, which looketh eastward: and behold at the door of the gate five and twenty men; among whom I saw Jaazaniah the son of Azur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, princes of the people. 2  Then said he unto me, Son of man, these are the men that devise mischief, and give wicked counsel in this city: 3  Which say, It is not near; let us build houses: this city is the caldron, and we be the flesh. 4  Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O son of man. 5  And the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and said unto me, Speak; Thus saith the LORD; Thus have ye said, O house of Israel: for I know the things that come into your mind, every one of them. 6  Ye have multiplied your slain in this city, and ye have filled the streets thereof with the slain. 7  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Your slain whom ye have laid in the midst of it, they are the flesh, and this city is the caldron: but I will bring you forth out of the midst of it. 8  Ye have feared the sword; and I will bring a sword upon you, saith the Lord GOD. 9  And I will bring you out of the midst thereof, and deliver you into the hands of strangers, and will execute judgments among you. 10  Ye shall fall by the sword; I will judge you in the border of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 11  This city shall not be your caldron, neither shall ye be the flesh in the midst thereof; but I will judge you in the border of Israel: 12  And ye shall know that I am the LORD: for ye have not walked in my statutes, neither executed my judgments, but have done after the manners of the heathen that are round about you.

REFLECTION
1  Moreover the spirit lifted me up, and brought me unto the east gate of the LORD's house, which looketh eastward: and behold at the door of the gate five and twenty men; among whom I saw Jaazaniah the son of Azur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, princes of the people. 2  Then said he unto me, Son of man, these are the men that devise mischief, and give wicked counsel in this city:

This chapter has three sections, which in effect conclude the vision of the previous chapter, but it does not necessarily occur as a continuous vision. The contents here may occur at some later time but reflect upon the events described in the specifically dated vision we have been studying. 

The three sections of this chapter are, firstly the repeat of the judgment upon the wicked rulers of this doomed city, secondly, the promise to those carried away into exile that God will re-gather them, and thirdly, the description of the leaving of the city by the Shekinah Glory of the Lord. Beginning at verses two we see that the divine “charge sheet” against the people lists their deliberate and planned rebellion against the standards of God, and their evil evangelism; their wicked counsel to encourage others to join them in evil.

The eastern entrance is now seen again by the prophet and the Lord gives him a supplemental vision to reinforce the messages of the first. The eastern entrance, as we have seen, was the main entrance to the Temple courtyard, but as the eastern gateway it faced the rising sun and as such was likely another centre of pagan worship, just as the northern gate had become. Twenty five leading men are seen there, with two names of princes given. 

Some commentators identify this as the identical priestly group to that described in Ezekiel 8:16, but the mention of the two princes by name, as the group’s leadership, indicates that it is probably a secular group of apostates. As with the priestly group, it may be that this one is a secret pagan leadership group, that meets covertly to plan and coordinate the pagan worship of the nation. The enemy is clever, and attacks upon genuine worship through the ages tend to be well coordinated and planned by small groups of satanically inspired men and women. Five people may meet spontaneously, but you do not get twenty five people together without careful organization and coordination. 

Apostasy in the nation is organized and the prophet sees here why the reforms of Josiah did not last, for the pagan party went underground, stayed organized and then simply re-emerged later. This is why the judgment must be so thorough upon the nation, for they have, at the deepest level imaginable, opted for their pagan, eclectic worship against the truth, and have rejected any judgment upon them, and clung to their paganism in spite of many warnings from God.  

3  Which say, It is not near; let us build houses: this city is the caldron, and we be the flesh. 4  Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O son of man. 5  And the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and said unto me, Speak; Thus saith the LORD; Thus have ye said, O house of Israel: for I know the things that come into your mind, every one of them.

These evil men think they can out plot God, but like all who think, in their arrogance that they can out think the creator, they will be judged and eliminated from the earth. Psalms 2:1-2, 36:1-9, 52:1-5, Jeremiah 5:3-9, 18:18. They believe that they can get away with their sins and evil, but the Lord has heard and seen all their evils. Their plans have meant that Jerusalem will become the seething pot of judgment, as it was the seething pot of rebellion against the Lord. 

Note the things they say to the people, for they are all “fruit” of the Old Sin Nature of man and remain signs of satanic religion and activity today.  Firstly they urge people to push further in pursuit of materialism; to build bigger houses, for they teach that they are safe and secure in the city and are to enjoy the biggest and the best they can. 

Secondly, they are to reject Jeremiah’s advice in the exile, and not build houses there, but they are to send money back and build bigger ones in Jerusalem, for the 10,000 captives will return soon, and all will be well in the city. Jeremiah 29. God’s Word through his prophets is opposed, and they live like the foolish businessmen in the three parables recorded in Luke’s Gospel, who value physical thing above spiritual truth and obedience to God. Luke 12:24ff, 16:19ff, 18:18f. 

Are those who counsel materialism and paganism to be ignored or opposed? The Lord’s answer is clear; they are to be opposed strongly. They, and all the people who have been misled by these evil plotters, must all be confronted with the truth of God’s omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence. The people must know the Character of God, for God hears and sees all things. Refer to the BTB study, GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD. 

6  Ye have multiplied your slain in this city, and ye have filled the streets thereof with the slain. 7  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Your slain whom ye have laid in the midst of it, they are the flesh, and this city is the caldron: but I will bring you forth out of the midst of it.

God sees the evils done, and they are significant. The reference to blood means that we have a murder rate in this city worse than any modern place, and it is condoned and even organized by the leadership to maintain their control. Materialism leads all it’s followers to a cruel master, for the devil himself is behind such a philosophy that distracts people from spiritual realities. A love of things will quickly lead from lust to jealousy, and from jealousy to envy, and from envy to murder. The city has sunk to a terrible state through the paganism and unbridled lust of the leadership. 

Each person serves their own interests and so each person takes what they can from others. The violence unleashed by the evil men and women in the city will bear fruit, and it will be terrible fruit, for the slain will be multiplied in the city as it falls. Remember that a religion, or belief system of any sort, is known by its fruit in the lives of it’s adherents. Matthew 7:15-23, Romans 6:21-23, 7:4-6, 9:16-23, Galatians 5:19-24, Philippians 1:9-11, James 3:17-18. 

Our spiritual fruit in our daily life is to proclaim the superiority of the way of Christ over all pagan viewpoints. Even though these people have fallen into gross and deliberate sins, yet the Lord will deliver some from their midst and restore them to their relatives in the exile and from this group will rebuild the nation in holiness. The task of the prophets is to “pluck brands from the fire” by teaching the truth, so that any who repent might be delivered.  Zechariah 3:2, Jude 22-23.
8  Ye have feared the sword; and I will bring a sword upon you, saith the Lord GOD. 9  And I will bring you out of the midst thereof, and deliver you into the hands of strangers, and will execute judgments among you. 10  Ye shall fall by the sword; I will judge you in the border of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the LORD.

They feared the sword of the Babylonians yet their behaviours drew them ever more close to that very disaster. The very thing they fear will be fulfilled upon them because they run from good to evil and so their fears will multiply. There is no peace for the wicked! Isaiah 57:20-21. Fear not faced on our knees before God will lead to greater fear.
To turn from God’s path is to accept the total instability that evil opens up under your feet. There is only fear and self-loathing for those who have rejected the concept of a divine plan, for without a plan for the universe there is no hope for the outcome of history. To live without hope/confidence in God’s Plan is to live in fear every moment you are not distracted. This is why Satan’s religious systems have distraction as their central tenant. 

Satan has pushed alcohol, drugs, sexual immorality and lust of all sorts since the very beginning, because only as his followers are distracted from the reality of their existential despair can they function at all. No matter how they hide, those who have hated truth will be found where-ever they are, from the city to the very borders of the land they will be found and judged. They will fall by the sword where ever they hope to hide. They will finally know that they have opposed the true God of Israel; the truth will be seen, but too late to save their lives. Isaiah 24:17-18, Jeremiah 42:13-22, Amos 9:1-4.

11  This city shall not be your caldron, neither shall ye be the flesh in the midst thereof; but I will judge you in the border of Israel: 12  And ye shall know that I am the LORD: for ye have not walked in my statutes, neither executed my judgments, but have done after the manners of the heathen that are round about you.

They will not all die in the city; the majority of the people will perish in the outskirts of the land. This is what we forget when we read Jeremiah, for he was hold up in Jerusalem and his ministry was, during the final siege there alone, but far more than were in Jerusalem were hold up in the cities of the land and the caves in the hills, all trying to escape from their enemy. 50,000 may have been in the city of Jerusalem, but twice or three times that amount may have been in the other cities of the land that were besieged and taken one by one. There are few survivors.   It didn't have to happen, for all they needed to do was repent and follow the words of God’s prophets.
Three further charges are brought against these people.

1. 
They have not lived according to the standards of the Mosaic Law.

2. 
They have not applied principles of natural and spiritual justice as the Law ordered.

3. 
They have followed the ways of the pagan nations around them, rather than being different, as they were called to be by God. On each charge they are guilty before God and their persistence in their rebellion has led to the judgment that we see unfolding before the eyes of Ezekiel. Psalms 106:35-46.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. MATERIALISM IS A HARSH DECEPTIVE PHILOSOPHY. All of Satan’s religious policies are powerful in their flow on effect into a society and the fruit is always evil of all sorts. Once people have rejected God they will accept anything and chase after everything. 

2. GOD SEEKS REPENTANCE. There is a desire on the Lord’s part always to have man repent and respond to truth. The Lord’s judgment of these people is for their good, not their evil. God’s desire is their eternal destiny, not their temporal wealth! He seeks them to acknowledge him as their God, even if it is just before the enemy kills them, so long as they respond to him and enter heaven in the end. Most of these people cannot be recovered in time and be blessed, but some can still be saved, but for most of them it is only facing their own death that leads them back to the one they have previously rejected.

EZEKEIL 11:13 – 25

“And it came to pass, when I prophesied, that Pelatiah the son of Benaiah died. Then fell I down upon my face, and cried with a loud voice, and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou make a full end of the remnant of Israel? 14  Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 15  Son of man, thy brethren, even thy brethren, the men of thy kindred, and all the house of Israel wholly, are they unto whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, Get you far from the LORD: unto us is this land given in possession. 16  Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Although I have cast them far off among the heathen, and although I have scattered them among the countries, yet will I be to them as a little sanctuary in the countries where they shall come. 17  Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel. 18  And they shall come thither, and they shall take away all the detestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof from thence. 19  And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: 20  That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 21  But as for them whose heart walketh after the heart of their detestable things and their abominations, I will recompense their way upon their own heads, saith the Lord GOD. 22  Then did the cherubims lift up their wings, and the wheels beside them; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above. 23  And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon the mountain which is on the east side of the city. 24  Afterwards the spirit took me up, and brought me in a vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to them of the captivity. So the vision that I had seen went up from me. 25  Then I spake unto them of the captivity all the things that the LORD had shewed me

REFLECTION
13. And it came to pass, when I prophesied, that Pelatiah the son of Benaiah died. Then fell I down upon my face, and cried with a loud voice, and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou make a full end of the remnant of Israel? 14  Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 15  Son of man, thy brethren, even thy brethren, the men of thy kindred, and all the house of Israel wholly, are they unto whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, Get you far from the LORD: unto us is this land given in possession.

The prophet has obeyed the Lord’s voice to tell the people the truth, and the result is there is immediate “Sin Unto Death” judgment which falls upon one of the leaders of the apostasy; Pelatiah dies immediately, just as Ananias and Sapphira do in the early church. Acts 5:1-14. After the execution of these two people the church grows and prospers. This is the pattern after apostasy is dealt with, for the Lord can then bless again after the evil ones are removed. Refer back to the BTB for the topical study of SIN – SIN UNTO DEATH. 

The death of Pelatiah does not bring joy to the prophet, and by his reaction he shows the fruit of the Holy Spirit’s work in his life. Galatians 5:22-23. He does not hate the enemies of truth, but rather pities them, and desires their blessing through repentance, not judgment and death. We must watch our “passion” here, and ensure we have not become gloaters over the misfortune of others. Even when people richly deserve the punishment the Lord brings upon them, we are to be careful of being too happy with their destruction. We are called to love our enemies and bless those who persecute us! Matthew 5:10-12, 43-48.  We are to pray for evil to be judged, but with tears for those judged.
The prophet’s first though is for the rest of the people. It is too late for Pelatiah, but not for the others who have hated the Lord their God. He immediately goes to prayer for the lost. Revival begins when godly people sigh over sin and prayer for sinners! Ezekiel begins to pray again for the lost as a result of his vision. One fruit of the Holy Spirit will always be prayer.
The test for truth in interpretation of scripture was given by a saint many years ago. He wisely observed that if a revelation, a vision, or an interpretation of scripture, is of God, then there will be things that can be seen (fruit of holiness) that will prove it’s source. Godly revelation always makes people:-

1. More desirous for the lost – that they might meet Christ their Saviour.

2. More desirous of showing love to fellow saints that they might be empowered to serve more.

3. More desirous of service for the Lord in any capacity where there is need.

4. More focused upon support for local, national, and world wide mission.

5. More aware of sin in the person’s own life, and a strong desire for personal holiness.

6. More aware of sin in society and culture, and a desire to reject and avoid all sins.

7. More passion to fulfil the Plan of God in their own Life, with no concern for material things.


Where these things are not present, there is good ground to suspect that the revelation or interpretation is not of God. The fruit of the Lord’s presence is always the presence of these things; so if they are missing, or their opposite exists, then it is reasonable to believe that the source is Satanic, or the Old Sin Nature of that man.

It is hard to accept that all your own relatives and friends have gone after evil and that they oppose your ministry and all the words you speak. Like Jeremiah, Ezekiel needs to see that the Lord will preserve all those who are good in the midst of the people. Isaiah 66:5-6, Jeremiah 24:1-7. 

He needs the encouragement of the Lord afresh, that the Lord can preserve his people in the midst of their greatest trouble if they turn to him. Even in the midst of slavery and defeat, they can be lifted up and they can be restored, but only through the path of holiness. They must sigh for their sins and the sins of their neighbours, and they must thoroughly repent of their evils, and turn again to the Lord their God and serve him in obedience to his words, and follow his instructions for living.

16  Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Although I have cast them far off among the heathen, and although I have scattered them among the countries, yet will I be to them as a little sanctuary in the countries where they shall come. 17  Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.

Even though the people will be cast away from the land of promise, yet they will be kept by the Lord where-ever they have been scattered, for they are still his people and they are beloved. Their repentance will open the door again for their blessing, and their obedience to the Lord’s Word will open the door to their return to the land and to receive the blessings that stopped because of their evils. Psalms 31:22-24, 91:1-4, Proverbs 18:10, Jeremiah 31:7-14, 32:37-44, Hosea 1:10—11, Amos 9:14-15. 

Where-ever the people of the Lord are, there they will have a sanctuary to worship, for their bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit, so they carry their sanctuary around with them, just as we do. These people did not have all of the spiritual blessing that we do in the Church Age, but they were indwelt when serving the Lord, and they were called to be holy vessels for the Lord’s use through them. We all have the place of worship with us at all times, it is the quiet place of the heart, in the midst of the life that is holy and set apart for the Lord. 

They will be scattered, but they will be regathered, and even before that time they will learn that the Lord their God is to be found everywhere, for his throne is in the heavens and his rulership is over all the earth, and there is no-where that he cannot be found and worshipped. Job 19:25-27, 38:1-11, Psalms 40:1-4, Jonah 2:1-9, John 10:27-28, Romans 8:38-39.  

18  And they shall come thither, and they shall take away all the detestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof from thence. 19  And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh:

These people can no longer feel their sins, or feel the pain of the Lord over their evils, and so they need a spiritual “heart transplant”. The Lord will give them this, but it will be through a burning away of all the sinful patterns that they have built up over the centuries. It will take between fifty and seventy years for the people to learn to forsake their sins and their evil pagan behaviours, but they will learn and those returning under Zerubbabel, Joshua, and then Ezra, and Nehemiah will rebuild a nation in holiness and true separation from paganism. 

Idolatry will never again be a problem for Israel. This spiritual revival is the result of acceptance of divine discipline on the people’s part, and reception by them of the Lord’s teaching and spiritual life. Their transformation, as our own, is the work of the Holy Spirit alone. This is the Lord’s promise to all people who will repent of evil and sin, and come back to spiritual life. Isaiah 1:21-27, 30:18-21, Jeremiah 16:15-21, Hosea 14:1-9, Micah 7:5-8, Colossians 3:1-11, Titus 2:11-14.

God’s promise of the renewal of the heart into a unity of purpose with His perfect plan and purpose, is a Bible long promise, and has the same mechanics to it throughout scripture; repentance opens the door to renewal. Revival comes through repentance and renewed obedience to the clearly revealed Word of God. 

God’s objective in all his dealings with mankind is summed up in the prayer of the Lord in John 17; that we might all be “revived” spiritually to live in the place of absolute identity with the purpose, plan and power of God. Deuteronomy 30:1-6, Jeremiah 32:39-41, Zephaniah 3:7-9, John 17:20-26, Ephesians 4:1-6, Philippians 2:1-7. As David grapples with his great sin with Uriah and Bathsheba, he faces this need within himself. Psalms 51:1-10. 

Paul faces this daily need for spiritual renewal and revival as he faces the battle against his Old Sin Nature. Romans 7:14-8:2. The people of Ezekiel’s day, just like us today, face the need to walk in the filing power of the Holy Spirit, for only God’s indwelling power can set us free from the power of sin and death that still has influence over us through our Old Sin Nature. The victory of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the saints in one place is called “revival” through history, and it opens the door to individual and national blessing.  

20  That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 21  But as for them whose heart walketh after the heart of their detestable things and their abominations, I will recompense their way upon their own heads, saith the Lord GOD.

Obedience is required if we would please the Lord God, for he made us to serve him, and anything short of obedient service is falling short of his most basic standard. Jesus said:-

“If you love me, keep my commandments”. John 14:15.

“He that has and keeps my commandments; he it is that loves me, and he that loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him”. John 14:21.

“”If you keep my commandments, you shall abide in my love, even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love”. John 15:10.

“You are my friends is you do what-so-ever I command you”. John 15:14.  

There is no way around these passages, for they give us the very words of Jesus Christ Our Lord. We are called to obedience to his words, just as the people of Ezekiel’s day were called to obedience to the Law of Moses. We have a higher standard than the Law of Moses. He gave ten commandments, whereas the Lord expands upon them, Matthew 5:1ff, and when Paul gives direct orders to the Thessalonians he gives twenty commandments! 1 Thessalonians 5:11-22. 

Note the strong verbs that sum up these “Christian Commandments”; Comfort, Edify, Know, Esteem, Love, Bring peace, Exhort, Warn, Support, Be patient, Render, Follow after, Rejoice, Pray, Give thanks, Quench not, Despise not, Prove, Hold fast, Abstain. Read the Thessalonians passage again slowly and reflect upon the holy standards of the Lord our God and see that they focus upon the duty to give the truth in love to the lost, and assist the saints in all ways we can.
There is no “easy believism” in the genuine Christian faith; it is worked out in obedience to the truth, through holy commitment to the commands of scripture. There are two paths before all mankind; the path of disobedience and destruction, or the path of obedience and blessing. Matthew 7:13-14.   There is no third option for any of us.
There is mercy for all who repent, but there is only discipline and judgment for those who refuse to repent and hold to their rebellion. For those who persist in the present idolatry, there will be physical death, just as there is spiritual death in their lives due to their persistent sin and evil. The wages of sin is death; spiritually man dies as he sins, and eventually he dies physically as well, and if it is without repentance, he faces eternal judgment, for he has rejected the work of God for his life. Romans 6:19-23, Revelation 20:11-15. 

The least that is lost is all eternal rewards, but if the person was a “make believer”, they will lose their eternal soul in the Lake of Fire. Matthew 16:24-28, Mark 8:34-38, Colossians 2:18, Revelation 20:11-15, 22:12.  Hypocrisy and fake faith are fatal in time and eternity.  Let us take the Lord’s challenge and be real in faith and work.
22  Then did the cherubim lift up their wings, and the wheels beside them; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above. 23  And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon the mountain which is on the east side of the city. 24  Afterwards the spirit took me up, and brought me in a vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to them of the captivity. So the vision that I had seen went up from me. 25  Then I spake unto them of the captivity all the things that the LORD had showed me

The vision now moves on dramatically, with the cherubim and their associated wheels moving upwards. The cherubim are the guardians of the glory of God, and so as they move up and away fro the city, so the Shekinah glory of the Lord lifts up from the Temple and leaves it and the city itself, and rests above what we now know as the Mount of Olives, over the Kidron Valley, to the East of Jerusalem. It is higher than the city itself and from it you can see into most areas of the city. 

This city is unusual in this aspect, for most would select the highest point for their citadel, as it is hardest to attack and easiest to defend, but Jerusalem is restricted by it’s elevation, and it’s water supply. It could only be defended by the Lord’s help, and without the Lord’s help it could not be lived within. The people needed to “lift their eyes to the hills” around them and see that they have no hope unless their God fights for them. Psalms 121:1-8. He is in fact leaving them to their idolatry, for they have selected others, not Him. 

The Shekinah Glory rests upon this mount before it’s final departure back to heaven, just as six hundred years later, it will be from this mount that the Lord will prophesy the second great destruction of the city, (Matthew 23:37 – 24:3, Luke 21:5ff).  On this very hill he will also discuss his Second Advent during the Great Tribulation attacks upon the city, (Matthew 24:4ff), and it is from this mount that he ascends back up to heaven. Luke 24:50-51, Acts 1:11-12.

Ezekiel is not just receiving the vision for his own purposes, but to communicate truth to the people amongst whom he lives. Remember this principle, for many today claim great visions and spiritual experiences, but they have no evangelical or educational aspect to them. The Bible is clear throughout its length about all such personal “experiences”; they are false.  At best pointless visions are the result of self centred neurotic minds, at worst they are demonic things designed to lead people from truth into error. 

False prophets have always outnumbered true prophets in every age of history, and so the challenge for all believers is to use discernment, through the work of the Holy Spirit upon the Word! These people need to see that the false prophets are indeed false, and they must heed the true voices of the Lord.  Before the city and Temple fall, they must see that the reason they will fall is because the Lord’s protecting hand is off this place, and it is given over to judgment. The warning of the writer of Hebrews rings clearly on this matter to us today, as Ezekiel’s did to his people. Hebrews 12:22-29.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GRACE HAS LIMITS, AND THEY ARE SET BY GOD’S PLAN AND HOLY PURPOSE. We are apt to speak of God’s limitless grace, and in a manner of speaking that is absolutely true, but his grace is limited towards those who reject it. They must accept that they will receive judgment, not grace and mercy any longer. Man’s rebellion is an insult to the holiness of the Lord and that insult will be accepted only for a time, then the judge will act against the blasphemer.

2. THE TRUE SERVANT OF THE LORD LOVES EVEN THE REBELS AGAINST THEIR LORD. Ezekiel does not rejoice in the death of Pelatiah, but pities him and the other rebels against God, for he sees that they have been deceived by their own arrogance and he is sad for their choices. Do not rejoice over the death of notorious sinners and rebels against the Lord, but rather let the Holy Spirit maintain the true fruit of the Spirit within you.  Pray for judgment against those who hurt others, for that is right and proper, but pray with tears that repentance may come instead of judgment.
3. REVIVAL BEGINS WITH THE “SIGH FOR SIN”. No people, who are still alive, are beyond the grace and mercy of the Lord, if they will only repent and turn to the one who can heal and restore them. When they face the terrible evil of their sins, then and only then can they be restored to the place of blessing. Repentance is the path to renewal and blessing again.

4. OBEDIENCE TO THE LORD IS DEMANDED NOT JUST REQUESTED. We must stop our talking down of the requirement for holy obedience to the commands of the Lord. He is our LORD and GOD and we owe him total dependence and complete obedience. Let us stand before him in reverence and eliminate any cute and sloppy things from our services, so that all who worship with us meet their Lord and their Saviour God and they do so on their knees or faces (figuratively speaking, if not physically)!

5. THE TWENTY COMMANDMENTS MUST BE TAUGHT. Many believers speak often of the “Ten Commandments”, when we have a higher standard by far than them. They were Israel’s summary of the Mosaic Law, and the Lord, in the Sermon on the Mount, takes his disciples far beyond them, and then the apostles take us further. Our standard is far higher and this needs to be preached and proclaimed with Holy Spirit power. 

Nations may be built upon the Ten Commandments, but only Holy Spirit filled people may meet the higher standards of Christian living. That is the Lord and the Apostles point; we must be filled with the Holy Spirit, or we cannot live the Christian life! Let us teach the truth for the Church, not keep speaking of lesser standards; that while they have relevance to our nation, have none to us, for we are, in the Spirit, to reach far higher! Get with the plan of God pastor and preach it fully and powerfully!
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CHAPTER 12

EZEKIEL 12:1 -16

“The word of the LORD also came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, thou dwellest in the midst of a rebellious house, which have eyes to see, and see not; they have ears to hear, and hear not: for they are a rebellious house. 3  Therefore, thou son of man, prepare thee stuff for removing, and remove by day in their sight; and thou shalt remove from thy place to another place in their sight: it may be they will consider, though they be a rebellious house. 4  Then shalt thou bring forth thy stuff by day in their sight, as stuff for removing: and thou shalt go forth at even in their sight, as they that go forth into captivity. 5  Dig thou through the wall in their sight, and carry out thereby. 6  In their sight shalt thou bear it upon thy shoulders, and carry it forth in the twilight: thou shalt cover thy face, that thou see not the ground: for I have set thee for a sign unto the house of Israel. 7  And I did so as I was commanded: I brought forth my stuff by day, as stuff for captivity, and in the even I digged through the wall with mine hand; I brought it forth in the twilight, and I bare it upon my shoulder in their sight. 8  And in the morning came the word of the LORD unto me, saying, :9  Son of man, hath not the house of Israel, the rebellious house, said unto thee, What doest thou? 10  Say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; This burden concerneth the prince in Jerusalem, and all the house of Israel that are among them. 11  Say, I am your sign: like as I have done, so shall it be done unto them: they shall remove and go into captivity. 12  And the prince that is among them shall bear upon his shoulder in the twilight, and shall go forth: they shall dig through the wall to carry out thereby: he shall cover his face, that he see not the ground with his eyes. :13  My net also will I spread upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare: and I will bring him to Babylon to the land of the Chaldeans; yet shall he not see it, though he shall die there. :14  And I will scatter toward every wind all that are about him to help him, and all his bands; and I will draw out the sword after them. 15  And they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall scatter them among the nations, and disperse them in the countries. 16  But I will leave a few men of them from the sword, from the famine, and from the pestilence; that they may declare all their abominations among the heathen whither they come; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

REFLECTION
1. The word of the LORD also came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, thou dwellest in the midst of a rebellious house, which have eyes to see, and see not; they have ears to hear, and hear not: for they are a rebellious house.

This chapter begins another series of messages to the people that are expressed by strange actions that communicate the future events in the land of Judah. These particular revelations and prophetic actions go through to chapter nineteen. They may all have occurred between ten and twelve months after the visions of chapters 7-11. They are further indications of the grace and love of God towards the exiles, that they might have their rebellion broken down and might hear the Lord’s words to them, even though at this point they are strongly maintaining their rebellion. 

Ezekiel needs to be reminded that he has a difficult task, but it is God’s task for him, and he is to follow through, even though they people will not hear him for a few years yet. He is not told when the city will fall, so he has no idea of the length of time he has to preach this message until it is fulfilled and until the people respond. The challenge for him is to obey each day until the truth is seen by all. Jeremiah 9:1-9, Ezekiel 2:3-8, 3:8-9, 26-27, 17:12, 24:3, 44:6. The Lord keeps on encouraging him, and he clearly needs this, just as we do today as we face the indifference of mankind towards God’s truth.  Remember, we are not judged on the basis of response to our message, but according to the faithfulness with which we preach the truth in love.
They have ears but do not hear, eyes but do not see. They are without excuse before the Lord for their rebellion, for they do not need to reject truth, they can open their eyes and ears. The Lord had the same problem, and so will we in our own preaching.   We are to learn from Ezekiel and keep on with the task, communicating truth in love to all who will hear now, and laying the foundation, and sowing the seed, for those who will hear later. Matthew 13:10-14, Mark 8:14-21, John 3:16-21, 9:39-41. 

We bring light into dark places and the people there are comfortable with the darkness, for it hides their preferred evil deeds. We are not to be disturbed by the rejection of truth by many, but simply to relax and focus on the truth and making it even clearer, for all to see. John 12:44-50, 2 Corinthians 4:3-6.

3  Therefore, thou son of man, prepare thee stuff for removing, and remove by day in their sight; and thou shalt remove from thy place to another place in their sight: it may be they will consider, though they be a rebellious house. 4  Then shalt thou bring forth thy stuff by day in their sight, as stuff for removing: and thou shalt go forth at even in their sight, as they that go forth into captivity. 5  Dig thou through the wall in their sight, and carry out thereby.

Ezekiel is to prepare for a new “acting out” of the future reality. He is to do this action in front of all the people who will realise what it means after the fall of Jerusalem, but now will be baffled and intrigued enough to notice and ask questions of the prophet. He is to prepare his bundle of clothing as if fleeing for his life and he is to dig a hole in his house wall and carry the bundle out on his back, like a person fleeing from a fallen city, and he is to walk for enough distance to make them realise he is illustrating a long march. 

The people of the exile had to make such a march, with their clothing in bundles upon their backs, and so would have been quick to see the shocking news here that the rest of the people who survive the siege he has already portrayed, will be marching in the direction of Babylon. The hole dug in the wall however speaks of the actions and fate of one man upon whom the fate of the city rested, and who failed to act properly. Zedekiah is the prince portrayed in the rest of this section. He would escape the falling city through a secret gate that is broken down with the wall around it so that he and his cavalry can ride away. 2 Kings 25:4-7, Jeremiah 39:3-7.   He will not escape the judgment of God however.
As you read these verses you will see the shudder that would have overwhelmed the exiles as they saw their blinded king walk into Babylon, and realised that Ezekiel had portrayed all this several years before through the actions we read of in these verses before us.   All these actions and words of the prophet prepare the people to hear the truth and respond to it.  Ezekiel is to be obedient, and only after a number of years will he see their response.
6  In their sight shalt thou bear it upon thy shoulders, and carry it forth in the twilight: thou shalt cover thy face, that thou see not the ground: for I have set thee for a sign unto the house of Israel. 7  And I did so as I was commanded: I brought forth my stuff by day, as stuff for captivity, and in the even I digged through the wall with mine hand; I brought it forth in the twilight, and I bare it upon my shoulder in their sight.

He is to do this at the end of the day, when all the men have returned, or are returning from the canal work they were forced to do as slaves to the Babylonians. All will see this strange sight, of the prophet breaking through the outer wall of his house, and walking out with his worldly goods on his back. He is obedient to the Lord’s commands to him and all the people see and report it widely amongst themselves. 

Ezekiel emphasizes that he did this himself. He alone took responsibility for this action, doing all the manual work himself in breaking down the wall.   It is this commitment the Lord seeks from us all; that when ordered to a task we do it, we do not look around for help!   If we need help the Lord will provide it for us. 

8  And in the morning came the word of the LORD unto me, saying, 9  Son of man, hath not the house of Israel, the rebellious house, said unto thee, What doest thou? 10  Say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; This burden concerns the prince in Jerusalem, and all the house of Israel that are among them.

After his obedience the Lord speaks again to the prophet. Many believers seek guidance, and yet they fail to obediently follow the instructions that they have received. If the Lord has opened up an area of service in the Sunday School, or at a work place, we will find the next piece of guidance comes after we have advanced in obedience to the first in the place we were first called to serve. Ezekiel does what he is told, and then goes back home and goes to bed and sleeps, as all do who have served the Lord, for we can relax into our sleep, in the Lord. Psalms 4:8, 127:1-2. 

The following morning the Lord speaks with Ezekiel again, and says to him that he has already had the question asked, “What is he doing?”  That indicates that the people are asking the question about the meaning of his strange action the night before and they are praying about it – this is the start of good news. The Lord tells him the meaning of the action now. It is interesting again to note how the Lord works here. Ezekiel is to act through this action without understanding the meaning or application at the time, so he is unable to explain it at the time.  He must wait for the Lord to explain, after the people have prayed seeking an explanation.  God is working slowly with all the people – that is His way.
This process will raise the interest of the exiles even higher and that is the Lord’s purpose. Ezekiel must be prepared to do things God’s way alone and ask no questions, nor answer any, unless he was certain of the answer from the Lord. He is to speak only what he knows absolutely from the Lord; there are to be no half baked prophetic words!  No-one serving the Lord can ever have doubts about their message.  If they have doubts they must be silent and pray until all doubts are resolved at the foot of the Cross and facing the Empty Tomb, well before they stand before the Throne of Grace.
11  Say, I am your sign: like as I have done, so shall it be done unto them: they shall remove and go into captivity. 12  And the prince that is among them shall bear upon his shoulder in the twilight, and shall go forth: they shall dig through the wall to carry out thereby: he shall cover his face, that he see not the ground with his eyes. 13  My net also will I spread upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare: and I will bring him to Babylon to the land of the Chaldeans; yet shall he not see it, though he shall die there.

Ezekiel is to be their “sign”, his life is to stand for others and warn them all of the doom that will fall upon all who do not step back into God’s plan for them. The message is blunt and clear. They will all go into captivity or die! The prince will be the one who digs through the wall in the evening, and then rides out through it (in the morning) disguised, with his head to the ground so none recognize him, and he will try to flee.  He will leave his people to die and try to save his own miserable neck, but will fail.  Only in Babylonian captivity will he be led to faith, possibly by Ezekiel or Daniel.
He is doomed in his escape attempt, for he has walked away from God’s will, and so will not be able to escape at all. The Lord spreads the net for him. The Babylonian cavalry (Scythian and Median Cavalry units) were experts and they chase after the king’s party, suspecting he is an important person to capture. They catch him before he can cross the Jordan River. He will be blinded by the king of Babylon and then be taken to Babylon to die there in jail. 2 Kings 25:3-7. 

14  And I will scatter toward every wind all that are about him to help him, and all his bands; and I will draw out the sword after them. 15  And they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall scatter them among the nations, and disperse them in the countries. 16  But I will leave a few men of them from the sword, from the famine, and from the pestilence; that they may declare all their abominations among the heathen whither they come; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

The king would have been surrounded by his “body guard” sworn to die for him, but they will all flee. The bravest will flee in all directions because the Lord has left them and they know they are without help or hope. Those who do flee from the king will seek hiding places in Moab, Edom and Egypt and the Lord will send the sword after them even in those places. 

There is no escape from your destiny if you have walked away from the plan of God for you and walked after unrighteousness. The survivors of the invasion will be scattered amongst all the nations of the East. Refer to the EBCWA CD for the studies on Jeremiah and 2 Kings and Chronicles.  The reason for leaving a remnant of them as survivors is that they might fulfil their call to be witnesses amongst the nations.  Through repentance and restored spiritual life they will tell the nations of the holiness and righteousness of God. They will tell all they meet that the Lord God of Israel is the one who demands holiness and is not to be trifled with. Psalms 9:16.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. WE ARE TO BE LIGHT BEARERS. Our task is to bear witness to the truth to all who have ears to hear and eyes to see the truth. We are not responsible for their response, but we are responsible for the truth to be fully told.

2. OBEDIENCE IS REQUIRED, EVEN WHEN WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND FULLY. Ezekiel discovers the significance of his actions after he has completed them. He is required to act on what he knows, and then the Lord reveals more. This is the Lord’s pattern for us also. Let us urge the Lord’s people to be obedient to the commands of the Lord their God.

EZEKIEL 12:17 – 28

Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 18  Son of man, eat thy bread with quaking, and drink thy water with trembling and with carefulness; 19  And say unto the people of the land, Thus saith the Lord GOD of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and of the land of Israel; They shall eat their bread with carefulness, and drink their water with astonishment, that her land may be desolate from all that is therein, because of the violence of all them that dwell therein. 20  And the cities that are inhabited shall be laid waste, and the land shall be desolate; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 21  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 22  Son of man, what is that proverb that ye have in the land of Israel, saying, The days are prolonged, and every vision faileth? 23  Tell them therefore, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will make this proverb to cease, and they shall no more use it as a proverb in Israel; but say unto them, The days are at hand, and the effect of every vision. 24  For there shall be no more any vain vision nor flattering divination within the house of Israel.:25  For I am the LORD: I will speak, and the word that I shall speak shall come to pass; it shall be no more prolonged: for in your days, O rebellious house, will I say the word, and will perform it, saith the Lord GOD. 26  Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying. 27  Son of man, behold, they of the house of Israel say, The vision that he seeth is for many days to come, and he prophesieth of the times that are far off. 28  Therefore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; There shall none of my words be prolonged any more, but the word which I have spoken shall be done, saith the Lord GOD.

REFLECTION
17 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 18  Son of man, eat thy bread with quaking, and drink thy water with trembling and with carefulness;

The believer is to live without fear, for we are all called to live in confidence in the plan and purpose of God for our life. 1 John 4:4, 15-19. If we are out of the Lord’s will for our lives however, we ought to be scared; very scared! Hebrews 12:28-29. Too many believers in the true God were casual in their faith and lives in Ezekiel’s day, as if holiness didn’t matter. Many today make the same mistake and it is a fatal mistake if you go too far! The siege of Jerusalem will be a fearful thing, with the certainty of death or slavery as its end.  We are still way too casual as we walk through each day – we all too often forget that we are a heart beat from eternity.
Ezekiel is to sit in a public place and eat and drink like a frightened rabbit! It will be an obviously strange thing and the people are now watching him for strange things, and so his actions are now widely reported. It will be an action that each of them will recognize, for they all went through the siege of Jeconiah and were led into captivity as a result, so all have eaten their bread with fear for a year at least, and will feel the power of this image. 2 Kings 24:7-16. They need to feel fear and be enlightened or they will die in their spiritual blindness like all those still in Jerusalem. Psalms 60:2-3, 80:4-7, 102:1-12.

19  And say unto the people of the land, Thus saith the Lord GOD of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and of the land of Israel; They shall eat their bread with carefulness, and drink their water with astonishment, that her land may be desolate from all that is therein, because of the violence of all them that dwell therein. 20  And the cities that are inhabited shall be laid waste, and the land shall be desolate; and ye shall know that I am the LORD.

The interpretation is clear; the exiles’ relatives and friends still in the land of Judah will all eat their bread in troubled times and drink their meagre water in fear and astonishment. They will be baffled because of the terrible things that have come upon them and yet they should not be baffled, for they have created this thing. The reason is not just their idolatry, but the fruit of their chosen false religions, which is always mindless violence and further evils. 

These people had lived for wealth and power, and they had murdered and pillaged others to get the wealth they self centredly enjoyed, and the great evils they had done would all be required of them. The Lord is not mocked; we shall reap exactly what we have sown, unless repentance stops the wages of sin being paid in full! Proverbs 14:9-12, Galatians 6:7.

21  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 22  Son of man, what is that proverb that ye have in the land of Israel, saying, “The days are prolonged, and every vision faileth”? 23  Tell them therefore, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will make this proverb to cease, and they shall no more use it as a proverb in Israel; but say unto them, The days are at hand, and the effect of every vision.

The Lord’s purpose is clearly stated throughout this book and that of Jeremiah. The Lord seeks that all might acknowledge the truth fully and finally. That all might know that he is God. There are proverbial sayings in the land of Israel at this time and the Lord next speaks to the prophet about this proverb. Note what the proverb says. 

They felt the days were growing longer and there was no fulfilment of the prophetic words of Jeremiah and Ezekiel. They were in effect saying that these prophetic words would not come to pass, and that all would be alright and they would all return to the land, just as the false prophets said. The truth was the false prophet’s visions would fail, but the true prophets would be proved terribly true in all their details.
In Australia and New Zealand we have a saying like this. It is “She’ll be right mate!” It is said to express absolute confidence against the odds, and it is the statement of fools, for “she will not be alright”, if she or he, is out of step with God! The prophet is told to directly address these fools and correct them, for the Lord is moving and will make the proverb cease, and it will not be used by anyone in the land, for no-one will be left in the land! Ezekiel is to proclaim that the days of fulfilment have come for all the visions and dreams of the true prophets and they will all pay for their sins soon. The outworking of all the visions is nearly here and all will see the truth then. Joel 2:1, Malachi 4:1. 

24  For there shall be no more any vain vision nor flattering divination within the house of Israel.:25  For I am the LORD: I will speak, and the word that I shall speak shall come to pass; it shall be no more prolonged: for in your days, O rebellious house, will I say the word, and will perform it, saith the Lord GOD.

The false prophet’s day is coming to an end. They have been prophesying lies and deceit for years now and they have apparently got away with it. They have been preaching for over ten years and are the popular preachers of their day, but the truth is still with the minority who are faithful to their Lord. Liars in the majority are still liars. Refer to the BTB study on PROPHECY, and also PROPHET. 

Fake preachers may prosper for a time, but the Lord will judge them in his time. This is another reminder as to why the so called prosperity gospel is no gospel at all, for it looks at short term prosperity rather than long term growth and spirituality as the sign of blessing.  Many flock to the prosperity gospel preachers, because they promise wealth and the poor seek that, but these people do not deliver when pressure comes.  The Greeks had a proverb, “call no man happy until he is dead”. It is a good one, for it reminds us that it is how we end that really gives meaning to all that has gone before. We foolishly call men blessed by their wealth, yet when I work with cancer patients as they die, none mention their wealth, for it is being left behind!   It is only in the light of eternity that value is seen.
Many are feted as great yet in their dying they say that their whole life was a waste of space! It is only as we die that we really express value correctly. These false prophets will finally know the truth and they will see that it was the truth spoken by Jeremiah and Ezekiel, not their own words. Proverbs 24:19-20, 26:27-28, 28:13, 30:5-6. False teachers will abound until the end, we have the Lord’s and the Apostle’s words on this, and the Lord’s warning to be discerning! Matthew 24:23-28, 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12, 2 Peter 2:1-9, 3:3-12, Jude 3-4, 16-21. 

26  Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying. 27  Son of man, behold, they of the house of Israel say, The vision that he seeth is for many days to come, and he prophesieth of the times that are far off. 28  Therefore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; There shall none of my words be prolonged any more, but the word which I have spoken shall be done, saith the Lord GOD.

The evil people still claim they have plenty of time and that tomorrow will be plenty of time to act to save themselves. The truth is however that there is no more time to wait for judgment; it has now come upon them and they will all know the fear of the Lord. Like the people of Isaiah’s day they feel very secure in their deceit, but the Lord will be opening the door of judgment upon them. Isaiah 28:14-15, Jeremiah 4:7-8, 44:28.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. BE VERY SCARED IF YOU WALK FAR FROM THE LORD. We are meant to walk without fear, but we can only do that before the Lord. If we walk from God we walk into danger with every step we take. Let us urge the people of the Lord to walk close to the Lord God their Saviour.

2. GOD DOESN’T PAY HIS BILLS ON THE TWENTIETH OF THE MONTH. The false teachers and prophets think they have escaped the Lord’s judgment but they have not, and they will not in our own day either.
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CHAPTER 13

EZEKIEL 13:1-16

“1. And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say thou unto them that prophesy out of their own hearts, Hear ye the word of the LORD; 3  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe unto the foolish prophets, that follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing! 4  O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the deserts. 5  Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the LORD. 6  They have seen vanity and lying divination, saying, The LORD saith: and the LORD hath not sent them: and they have made others to hope that they would confirm the word. 7  Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have ye not spoken a lying divination, whereas ye say, The LORD saith it; albeit I have not spoken? 8  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have spoken vanity, and seen lies, therefore, behold, I am against you, saith the Lord GOD. 9  And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see vanity, and that divine lies: they shall not be in the assembly of my people, neither shall they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither shall they enter into the land of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD. 10  Because, even because they have seduced my people, saying, Peace; and there was no peace; and one built up a wall, and, lo, others daubed it with untempered morter: 11  Say unto them which daub it with untempered morter, that it shall fall: there shall be an overflowing shower; and ye, O great hailstones, shall fall; and a stormy wind shall rend it. 12  Lo, when the wall is fallen, shall it not be said unto you, Where is the daubing wherewith ye have daubed it? 13  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even rend it with a stormy wind in my fury; and there shall be an overflowing shower in mine anger, and great hailstones in my fury to consume it. 14  So will I break down the wall that ye have daubed with untempered morter, and bring it down to the ground, so that the foundation thereof shall be discovered, and it shall fall, and ye shall be consumed in the midst thereof: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 15  Thus will I accomplish my wrath upon the wall, and upon them that have daubed it with untempered morter, and will say unto you, The wall is no more, neither they that daubed it; 16  To wit, the prophets of Israel which prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and which see visions of peace for her, and there is no peace, saith the Lord GOD.”

REFLECTION

1. And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,  2  Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say thou unto them that prophesy out of their own hearts, Hear ye the word of the LORD; 3  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe unto the foolish prophets, that follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing!

The spiritual danger of arrogance is at the high end of the scale or seriousness, and the person who claims to have the gift of prophet, yet does not.  Such a person is in grave danger of judgment. Jeremiah sent his prophetic words to the people of the Exile, (Jeremiah 29:1), and he spoke a very similar prophetic word to this in Jeremiah 23. 

The message of Jeremiah was several years before this and so the Lord moves in Babylon to give the same message through Ezekiel, backing the words through Jeremiah. The Lord thereby confirms the words twice and the principle here is a vital one for our own day, for the false prophets abound in our churches as they did in their marketplaces. Notice the bluntness of the Lord’s assessment of these people through his genuine prophet. They prophesy out of their own heart, they follow their own spirit, but they have seen nothing from the Lord. 

These people have “experiences” and “intuitions” but they err when they identify these as coming from God, and they say, concerning their own thoughts, “thus saith the Lord”, when it is simply their own thoughts and feelings they communicate. Isaiah 9:13-16, 56:10-12. Read these words of Isaiah, from one hundred years before Ezekiel and shudder, for we read here of the prosperity gospel preachers of his day and our own! Jeremiah 5:25-31, 6:13-15,8:10-12, 14:13-16, 23:13-17, 25-27. 

Notice the Lord’s words to these men and women; they will be smashed like clay under a hammer. The liars will be caught out in their lies. False prophets prophesy “wishful thinking”, saying what people want to hear. The last two groups of false prophets I personally had dealings with were of this sort.  They say comforting words. 
They clustered around a household of believers where a member of the household was dying of cancer. They prophesied the healing of the sick person and had many verses of scripture to back this up. They held prayer meetings in the homes involved and each house was decorated with sheets of paper on which their prophetic words were written. They were lovely words, positive words, Bible texts quoted, and promises received, but they were all texts out of their context – they were for the man dying - lies!   God does not want is trusting verses that don't apply to us!
This is the hard thing for people to get their heads around. Fellow believers see the love of the so called “prophet” for the family and their sincere desire for the healing which they translate into “thus saith the Lord, he shall be healed”. These false prophets are the “best sort”, for they genuinely desire the good of the people and they do not charge for their services, whereas the worst sort charge, or take “gifts” for their “work”. Proverbs 15:2, 14, 

Both categories are however placed by the Lord in the same rotten basket! They are wrong, and they are condemned as workers of iniquity, for they claim to speak for God when they speak for their own heart’s desire. They are often sincerely deceived, and that would be alright if their deception was restricted to themselves, but they share it with others and deceive them by their wishful thinking, and it is this that makes them workers of evil, not lovely people who mean well! 

We are challenged by the true prophet of God to correctly label false prophecy as the evil it is! The impact of false prophecy is that people are let down by it, and they may blame almighty God for the words of these deluded fools! What this then means is that the believers who have been deceived once are then are less likely to believe the true prophet when their life may depend upon obedience. This is how Satan himself uses deluded believers who think they speak for the Lord when they do not!   Once a fake has done their work, those bitten by them will reject all words form the Lord!  Spot the signs of false prophets and rebuke their work, or avoid them. 1 Timothy 6:3-8, 2 Timothy 3:1-9.

I have witnessed terrible consequences from false prophets prophesying that a person would live when they were dying, or prophecy a marriage that the foolish people go ahead with and create a family to be destroyed by later divorce, caused due to the total unsuitability of the people. Their false words brought carnage. In the case of the dying people, their lying, wishful thinking, words brought false hope that was destroyed by the deaths of the people involved. 

In one case I simply picked up some of the pieces; the children of the person who died left the church, and the spouse entered into a foolish relationship that was plagued with deceit thereafter. The entire family was led away from the Lord as a result of the work of two false prophets, and a person died without saying goodbye to their family, for they thought they would be delivered. 

In the second case I was able to be used by the Lord to tell the dying person that they were dying and so undo the false prophet’s work in time for carnage not to occur. Do not focus upon people’s apparent motivation, for the Lord does not see that, he sees their claiming divine blessing, anointing, and sanction when they have no right to. It is a capital offence in God’s sight! We must take false prophecy as seriously as God does, or we will see more and more believers destroyed by it. Jeremiah 23:1, 25-32, Matthew 23:13-33. 

4  O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the deserts. 5  Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the LORD. 6  They have seen vanity and lying divination, saying, The LORD saith: and the LORD hath not sent them: and they have made others to hope that they would confirm the word.

They are like the foxes, the scavengers of the desert, always looking for a hole in a wall to leap in and steal a little. Foxes appear to be cute and little and may be overlooked, but they can kill the young and destroy the household, tearing all things apart. The larger scavengers can then follow after them and the jackals and hyenas will arrive in numbers and kill and eat all they find. 

The prophet gives us God’s perspective on the false prophet and we must hear the Lord and not make excuses for these “lovely people” that we may know. The job of the true prophet is to build up the walls of discernment around the people of God to protect them from lying words and false promises. These people bring hope, but it is false hope! This is a sentence I have heard many times in my own days! People have rebuked me, telling me off when I call liars for what they are. These well meaning saints say, “You shouldn’t say those harsh words John, for those people mean well, and they just want to give hope”. This may be true, but it is the Lord’s words I use, and he is harsher than I have ever been; we are not to give false hope to people. 

We are not to say a person will live unless we know they will live! We are not to say, “Do this”, unless we are sure 100% that what we are saying is 100% accurate. The genuine prophet does not “get it wrong occasionally”. The true prophet of the Lord makes no mistakes, for they say nothing that they are not sure of. The rule was, that if they got it wrong, then they were to be stoned to death! Deuteronomy 13:1-5, 18:20-22, Jeremiah 28:9, Matthew 7:15-23. 

They speak and others confirm their false words; these also are well meaning sorts, with “wishful thinking” motivating them, and they are called by the Lord for what they are, people filled with arrogance and lying self centeredness. This is at the heart of all false prophets; they are full of themselves, full of their own self importance. They have claimed a gift that is not their own and they have done so in arrogance, but they masquerade as humble. 

7  Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have ye not spoken a lying divination, whereas ye say, The LORD saith it; albeit I have not spoken? 8  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have spoken vanity, and seen lies, therefore, behold, I am against you, saith the Lord GOD.

These people have “seen visions”, and they have had “dreams”, and they have had “deep and powerful intuitions” (divinations), but these things were not from the Lord. Many people have “spiritual” type experiences, but they are not necessarily of God. This does not mean they are from Satan either! 

In my practise I hear different people speak on a weekly basis, of dreams, visions and “weird experiences” that they have had. Some have significance as their own spirit telling them something about a deep fear or question they may have within, but others are simply indigestion! Some experiences common to all people are reminders that we only scratch the surface of our wonderful brain! We are capable of picking up the feelings of distress or the love, of a loved one, from around the world! All sorts of feelings, thoughts and experiences can be transmitted around the world and picked up by others who are close to them. We have no explanations for this, but the Lord makes it clear to us, that it is not Him speaking to us, this is just our wonderful system, that he has made for us here. “We are fearfully and wonderfully made”! Psalms 139:14. 

These people I work with in my clinic are nearly all unbelievers, and so the Lord is not speaking through them as his prophets, but rather, he is reminding them that they have a creator, for there must be a mind behind the universe for us to be made this well! All such personal experiences are to be kept personal, and are not to be used as the basis for claims of “prophetic gifting”, or ability to foresee the future. The experiences of communicated feelings and thoughts are no indication of anything spiritual; rather they are simply a reminder that we have a wonderful system that is far more complex than we have worked out yet! 

We are not to encourage people to claim the gift of prophecy when they have had such things, any more than we would claim that spiritual gift for an unbeliever who has had experiences that they cannot explain. Spiritual gifts like that of prophecy are rare, for not many prophets are required. In Israel of Ezekiel’s day there were four or five prophets of the Lord, and there were hundreds of false ones! It is a dangerous thing to claim this gift if you do not have the spiritual gifting!    1 Corinthians 12:7-18, 1 Timothy 4:1-11, 1 Peter 3:10-12.

9  And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see vanity, and that divine lies: they shall not be in the assembly of my people, neither shall they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither shall they enter into the land of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD. 10  Because, even because they have seduced my people, saying, Peace; and there was no peace; and one built up a wall, and, lo, others daubed it with untempered morter:

Those who see false visions and make false prophecies are condemned thoroughly by the Lord. They are not forgiven for their “well meaning” thoughts, but are condemned because of their arrogance, for they have claimed things that were not theirs to claim. It is a dangerous thing, for it leads to disaster and death! 

The picture used is of a wall that is built of unbaked bricks, and then covered by plaster without enough hardening cement (untempered mortar – unable to really hold it all together). It looks good from the outside, but the slightest rain fall, or most minor knocks, let alone a small earthquake, will see it fall down and potentially kill anyone nearby or inside the shelter. 

Firstly however, the false prophets are told that they will not be written in the books of the servants of God, indeed they will not even be mentioned as part of the assembly of the people of God. They are removed from the “Book of Life” of the nation. They are written out of the plan of God because of their terrible arrogance in taking to themselves a position that was not theirs. The offence that the Lord cites against them, is that, “they seduced my people”. Proverbs 12:26, Jeremiah 23:13-15. 

To preach falsehood is to seduce people from the truth to a lie, and the penalty is severe judgment. Their false prophecy is to preach “peace” and prosperity (Shalom), when there is none due to the people’s sin. They got people to take shelter under their lies, and the whole house of lies they have built up will fall down and kill them all. Isaiah 30:9-12, Matthew 15:10-14, 23:29-33.   

11  Say unto them which daub it with untempered morter, that it shall fall: there shall be an overflowing shower; and ye, O great hailstones, shall fall; and a stormy wind shall rend it. 12  Lo, when the wall is fallen, shall it not be said unto you, Where is the daubing wherewith ye have daubed it?

Ezekiel is to speak to the plasterers and tell them the truth about what they are doing in covering an unsafe wall with plaster; they are producing a booby trap, just waiting for the “booby”. God will hasten the fall of this fake spiritual building by sending the forces of nature against it and he will steadily break it down unbaked brick by unbaked brick. This is the “white washed tombstones” of the Lord’s criticism of the Pharisees. Matthew 23:27. 

They have put a coat of white wash over unstable plaster, which is then over unbaked bricks. It is a doomed structure, but it looks good until the rains come!  This is the essential nature of the fake religious prophets and teachers; they look and sound good until the pressure comes on them. 

The psychiatrists will tell you that the easiest way to spot a person with a personality disorder (read “evil”) is that they are, when you first meet them, “too good to be true”. It looked good until the rains came and then all was washed away, and the Lord asks, where is the whitewash now? They will be shown up for what they are, but it will be too late for the fools who have taken shelter under their unsafe prophetic building, for they will all perish with the false prophets. 

13  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even rend it with a stormy wind in my fury; and there shall be an overflowing shower in mine anger, and great hailstones in my fury to consume it. 14  So will I break down the wall that ye have daubed with untempered morter, and bring it down to the ground, so that the foundation thereof shall be discovered, and it shall fall, and ye shall be consumed in the midst thereof: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.

The Lord will really pour his judgment “rain” upon them. He will consume their building of lies completely. The unbaked eastern bricks dissolve over time and nothing remains of the houses they were built of, for they are all dissolved into the sand around them, from which they were made. Then will all these people know the full truth, but it will, for the deceived be too late then. The prophet gives this warning now, while it is still possible that some may be saved from deceit. Psalms 11:3-4, Matthew 7:24-27, 1 Corinthians 3:11-17. Whatever is not built up by the Holy Spirit, will not last into eternity. The Lord alone gives strength to live and prosper on this earth. Psalms 61:1-7.

15  Thus will I accomplish my wrath upon the wall, and upon them that have daubed it with untempered morter, and will say unto you, The wall is no more, neither they that daubed it; 16  To wit, the prophets of Israel which prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and which see visions of peace for her, and there is no peace, saith the Lord.

The Lord will judge those who spoke in his name without authority and they will fall like broken walls under the force of a mighty storm. They have lied and they will be swept away with their lies, but the terrible truth that their wishful thinking did not allow them to see. They wanted to believe the lies, for they were more pleasant than the truth, and the people who were deceived were wilfully deceived, and all are to be swept away by history. It is not just “getting it wrong”, if a prophet speaks for the Lord and they are wrong, they are judged and they are dead, unless they repent. The Lord is reminding us. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. WARN THE LORD’S PEOPLE NOT TO CLAIM ANY GIFT OR ROLE THAT IS NOT THEIR ASSIGNED ONE. We are to be very careful of stepping over the line into another’s place of work for the Kingdom, for each of us have an assigned place. It is only in this place that we win eternal reward and are able to serve the Lord in power and within his purpose. Let us ensure that no-one claims gifts that are not theirs.

2. SUPER SPIRITUAL ARROGANCE IS STILL ARROGANCE. Let ALL the people say “Amen”. Let us all avoid the dangers of arrogance by humbly serving our Lord as we ought, in his place for us. The false prophets of all ages are condemned by the Lord, for they hurt the lambs and they make merchandise of the sheep.

3. THE LORD SEES THE HEART. This is true, but does not excuse those whose hearts are full of arrogance, masquerading as spiritual status. The false prophets of all ages have claimed to be the Lord’s servants and they have been full of their own ideas, not the Lord’s words. 

4. WE ARE NOT TO GIVE FALSE HOPE TO MAKE FOLISH PEOPLE FEEL BETTER ABOUT THEIR FOOLISHNESS. We are called to preach the truth in love, and that means we are to preach the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth at all times.

5. DO NOT CONSIDER ALL DREAMS, VISIONS AND “EXPERIENCES” AS SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA. We are amazingly made and capable of far more than most know in their life time. We may all have experiences that make us amazed at times. These may be spiritual, but they may also be due to medication, starvation, dehydration, sleep loss, or some aspect of the mind yet untapped. We are not to practise Christian faith and yet life as if we are animists; believing that everything has it’s own spirit. We are not to live as if Satan also has more power and influence than he does. We are to live 1 John 4:4! 

EZEKIEL 13:17–23

“17. Likewise, thou son of man, set thy face against the daughters of thy people, which prophesy out of their own heart; and prophesy thou against them, 18  And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe to the women that sew pillows to all armholes, and make kerchiefs upon the head of every stature to hunt souls! Will ye hunt the souls of my people, and will ye save the souls alive that come unto you? 19  And will ye pollute me among my people for handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread, to slay the souls that should not die, and to save the souls alive that should not live, by your lying to my people that hear your lies? 20  Wherefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against your pillows, wherewith ye there hunt the souls to make them fly, and I will tear them from your arms, and will let the souls go, even the souls that ye hunt to make them fly. 21  Your kerchiefs also will I tear, and deliver my people out of your hand, and they shall be no more in your hand to be hunted; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 22  Because with lies ye have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad; and strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should not return from his wicked way, by promising him life: 23  Therefore ye shall see no more vanity, nor divine divinations: for I will deliver my people out of your hand: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.”

REFLECTION

17. Likewise, thou son of man, set thy face against the daughters of thy people, which prophesy out of their own heart; and prophesy thou against them, 18  And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe to the women that sew pillows to all armholes, and make kerchiefs upon the head of every stature to hunt souls! Will ye hunt the souls of my people, and will ye save the souls alive that come unto you?

The false prophets were not male only; women had also risen up to be prophetesses and diviners. These women were part of the movement of the enemy within the land to lead people away from the Lord, to get them to be occupied with emotion and experience. Huldah had been a great and true prophetess in the reign of Josiah and his father, and was acknowledged by all, but these women have taken the gift to themselves without any right to. 2 Kings 22:14-20, Luke 2:25-38, Acts 21:8-11, 2 Peter 2:1-3. 

The Lord equally blesses the ministry of men and women, and both are called to express gifting in the power of the Holy Spirit, often in tandem, as we see with Simeon and Anna in the Luke passages referred to. It was not that these “prophetesses” were women, but that, like their male counterparts, they were servants of the enemy without realizing it that brings them to judgment. Their sin, like the men’s, is their arrogance; they felt special in their gift, and so betrayed their hearts. They loved the power, title, and attention.

God’s true servants are always known for their humility and lack of interest in title, power, wealth, influence, recognition and all other ego-centric things. God’s true servants are Christ centred, and lift him up not themselves. We see this with the testimony of John the Baptist. Matthew 3:11-15, John 3:23-30, Revelation 2:20-23. The so called “Jezebel spirit” is the demonic force behind the false prophetesses who teach immorality with their false visions. Remember the BTB studies on PROPHET and PROPHECY. 

The false prophet (male and female) is seen by the evil fruit of their life and their teaching; they tend to lead immoral lives and they teach immorality or the following of the policy of evil. Now note closely my use of the word “or” in the previous sentence. 

These women were not necessarily immoral, for that trick of Satan is easily spotted in “super spiritual” days. These women did things that hid the truth from the people and so they robbed them of the things that would save them.  Let us see how the prophet describes their actions.

Why are they condemned? What was their message and how do their actions indicate their evil? They sewed material together to cover the hands (not necessarily making cushions) and elbows, and cloth caps that fit right over the head. Now to us, this does not appear to be a very significant indication of evil. Secondly they made little loaves of barley grain bread.  In between these two actions described the prophet indicates their significance. 

The sewing circle that operated under these women was pernicious, for the material they sewed was used to cover the arms and forearms of the idols in the Temple. Strips of cloth were used to wrap the idols arms to protect them, but could also have been used to ensure that the “power of the idol” was transmitted to the bandages and then these could be sold to worshippers and taken away for healing or good luck.  This little “craft circle” is no harmless cultural activity!
While this is a real action the next bit of sewing described both their work and the result of their work. The caps made may indeed have been actually made, for such soft Persian style caps were used in Israel, with surviving Assyrian inscriptions and art picturing Israelite kings wearing these. They were a sign of devotion to the idols, and fitted snugly over the ears and covered the eyes when the brims were turned down. This is the result of the false prophetesses actions; the people who listen to them no longer hear or see the truth. They hunt the souls of men and women, in order to lead them away from Biblical truth. Ephesians 4:14, Colossians 2:4, 18, 2 Peter 2:10-22. 

19  And will ye pollute me among my people for handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread, to slay the souls that should not die, and to save the souls alive that should not live, by your lying to my people that hear your lies? 20  Wherefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against your pillows, wherewith ye there hunt the souls to make them fly, and I will tear them from your arms, and will let the souls go, even the souls that ye hunt to make them fly.

The barley cakes referred to here are not just poor man’s food, but cakes made as part of the worship of the goddess of fertility. Some commentators believe that this is a reference to them receiving pay for their prophetic words in barley bread, and this may be true also, but the references to idolatry throughout this passage make it more likely that idolatry underlies all they do. Jeremiah 7:18, 44:19.

 Their prophetic words are, like their male counterparts, lies! God makes it clear he is against these false prophetesses and that he will blow away their devotees; he will release them by events, and they will fly well away from the deceit with which they have been held. God alone, through the power of the Holy Spirit can set people free from the Satanic blindness that holds them. Romans 6:4, Ephesians 2:1-5, 2 Timothy 3:1-9. 

The end is eventually up for the false prophets and the people they held in their hands are gone, but the things that lead to this are disastrous. It is the collapse of the nation and destruction of all it’s cities which will be required to break through the Satanic blindness; only total disaster will open these deceived people’s eyes.

21  Your kerchiefs also will I tear, and deliver my people out of your hand, and they shall be no more in your hand to be hunted; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 22  Because with lies ye have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad; and strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should not return from his wicked way, by promising him life: 23  Therefore ye shall see no more vanity, nor divine divinations: for I will deliver my people out of your hand: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.

The cloth strips that these women have sewed around the idols and with which they have bound the people to them, will all be torn away in that day. Their power to hunt the people at will, is now over. They have created depression in the hearts of the people. They produced sadness. This is always the result of trusting in vanity, or emptiness. You will be depressed if all you trusted lets you down, and lies must always let you down eventually. Note the prophet’s words; they have made the righteous sad. Even the best and most spiritually noble of people have been deceived by these false prophetesses. 

We see this still in our own day, with many sincere and spiritual people, but people lacking in Bible doctrine, being misled by enthusiastic false teachers and false prophets. Now note in these verses, God does not make people sad or depressed! God sent them disaster to make them see the truth, turn from their wicked ways, and chose life. These false prophets promised life but without repentance, and there is no survival without repentance, for “there is no peace/prosperity for the wicked!” 

Remember, “peace” in the Hebrew Bible is “Shalom”, which means peace, wellness and prosperity of all sorts. There is no lasting prosperity for those who follow evil, for the enemy gives wealth for a time and then withdraws all things from them.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD JUDGES MEN AND WOMEN EQUALLY. Just as many women as men entered into false theology. The Lord warns and judges them all equally for the negative impact they have on his people. 

2. ALL COMPROMISE WITH FALSE RELIGION LEADS ASTRAY ALL WHO PRACTISE IT. There is no compromise with evil without moral and national disaster following.

3. GOD’S MESSAGE IS JUDGMENT FOR SIN. Judgment falls upon these people because they lead sinners to hell rather than challenge them to repentance. They tranquilize people with lies rather than confront them with truth and so save them.

CHAPTER 14

EZEKIEL 14:1- 11  

“Then came certain of the elders of Israel unto me, and sat before me. 2  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 3  Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face: should I be enquired of at all by them? 4  Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; I the LORD will answer him that cometh according to the multitude of his idols; 5  That I may take the house of Israel in their own heart, because they are all estranged from me through their idols. 6  Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your abominations. 7  For every one of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that sojourneth in Israel, which separateth himself from me, and setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to a prophet to enquire of him concerning me; I the LORD will answer him by myself: 8  And I will set my face against that man, and will make him a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from the midst of my people; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 9  And if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the LORD have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand upon him, and will destroy him from the midst of my people Israel. 10  And they shall bear the punishment of their iniquity: the punishment of the prophet shall be even as the punishment of him that seeketh unto him; 11  That the house of Israel may go no more astray from me, neither be polluted any more with all their transgressions; but that they may be my people, and I may be their God, saith the Lord GOD

REFLECTION

“1. Then came certain of the elders of Israel unto me, and sat before me. 2  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 3  Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumbling block of their iniquity before their face: should I be enquired of at all by them?
The leaders of the nation had been, almost without exception, taken into captivity with Jehoiachin. 2 Kings 24:12-16. The ones left behind were lesser members of the aristocracy, who Nebuchadnezzar felt would owe all things to him, and therefore be loyal. He was wrong in this, for when you promote a stupid or arrogant person you tend to build their arrogance, and so they start to believe they have abilities they do not. 

The government of Judah had fallen into the hands of corporate narcissism and the counsel there was that of evil. The elders who went into captivity however had proved themselves little better over time; first supporting Josiah’s revival, then Jehoiakim’s evil. They come and sit with Ezekiel, for they know he speaks the words of God, and they know they need the wisdom of the Lord, but they still come with doubts, and with “double minds” James 1:5-8. 

It will take the full disaster of the fall of the city of Jerusalem to open their eyes. These men want to have their lives both ways; with God’s Word and with their pleasant idol worship. The stumbling block of their preferred life style of iniquity hinders them from whole heartedly seeking the truth. It is like the people today who want to come to church and feel good about their eternal prospects, but they want to live with their immorality also. God tells us to “flee immorality”, and all other forms of iniquity. 1 Corinthians 6:18, 10:14, 1 Timothy 6:11. We are, as the Lord’s pastors, called to tell the truth about iniquity to all the people who will hear our words; iniquity will kill our very soul. It must be fled from with all our might.

4  Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; I the LORD will answer him that cometh according to the multitude of his idols; 5  That I may take the house of Israel in their own heart, because they are all estranged from me through their idols.

There is a principle here that is throughout the entire Bible. It is the principle of FREE WILL. Man is judged in his iniquity in exact accordance with his iniquity. The wages of sin are paid in full, unless repentance recognizes their sin, looks to their Saviour, and so passes their penalty fully over. The Jewish picture of this occurred in the Exodus when the plague of snakes was ended by the bronze serpent, and any bitten by the serpents would live, if only they looked at the bronze serpent on the pole. Numbers 21:1-9, John 3:13-36. 

Christ has paid the price for sin in full, but a person who chooses to stay under their sins, depending on their own good works to deliver them, will receive exactly what they have chosen, according to their works of iniquity, for they have selected to bear their own sins rather than look to Jesus, and so the Lord leaves them where they have asked to be left. 

One theologian puts it this way, “God is a gentleman; he gives each person exactly what they ask for”. Refer to the BTB doctrine below on GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FREE WILL, then also the sections on JUDGMENT – CURSE, and GREAT WHITE THRONE, and also JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST. 

Their sins have separated them from their God. Psalms 66:18, 69:5, Isaiah 59:1-8. All these verses were well known to the people of the Exile and so they are without excuse before the Lord regarding their idolatry, and until they fully and completely repent of this evil they will remain under threat of further judgment. 

These men are already slaves to the Babylonian Empire. Although they have their own houses, they are mud brick cabins, where many lived in palaces before in Jerusalem. They have lost nearly everything, but they have not accepted the Lord’s discipline and rejected the cause of it - their idolatry. They will accept the truth, but Ezekiel must be patient as it will take time before these people change their hearts. He doesn’t have to discipline them; the Lord will perfectly. 

Ezekiel is to quietly keep on giving them the truth, and leave their conviction and change, or continued rebellion and judgment, in the Lord’s hands. This is our challenge also as pastors today; we are to proclaim truth and leave the reception of it in the Lord’s hands. 

6  Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your abominations. 7  For every one of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that sojourneth in Israel, which separateth himself from me, and setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to a prophet to enquire of him concerning me; I the LORD will answer him by myself:

God does not delight in judgment. Judgment is God’s “strange work”; he does not enjoy it, nor is it his preferred option. Isaiah 28:21, Ezekiel 18:23,30-32, 33: 11, 31-33, 2 Peter 3:9. God seeks to bless, but he can only bless people through the channel of holiness and separation from evil. If people do not pull away from evil, they cannot be blessed by God. The secret sins of these people are under God’s microscope, both the native born Israelite and the non-Jew in the land, for both are under the covenant promises of blessing if they follow the Lord, and both share the consequences of rebellion if they follow idolatry. 

They are reminded that the Lord himself will answer them if they persist in rebellion against truth, and they will not enjoy his answer! Jeremiah preaches the same message of repentance. Jeremiah will see very few saved, whereas Ezekiel will see the remnant of Exiles saved and the new nation built up from the saved and sanctified remnant in Babylon. The nation will be rebuilt from less that 5% of it’s population, for that is all that survive the Babylonian invasion; a smaller percentage than survived the Assyrian crisis one hundred years before. James 4:4-10, 1 Peter 5:5-11. 

8  And I will set my face against that man, and will make him a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from the midst of my people; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 9 And if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the LORD have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand upon him, and will destroy him from the midst of my people Israel.

Persistent rebellion means the Lord sets his face against them. They have been arrogant, acting as if the Lord’s will does not matter, but they will learn that it does. Those who are within the nation Israel share it’s special position, but if they reject the covenant made with God, they place themselves outside the blessing, for the covenant is conditional upon obedience to it’s demands. Refer to the BTB doctrine below, COVENANTS - MOSAIC and then NEW COVENANT.  

The translation of verse nine is not the best in the Old KJV English. The Hebrew thought is that the false prophet has “allowed himself to be deceived”, and that the Lord has been a part of that process and will judge the person in it. This is a strange passage and must be put alongside passages relevant to the Angelic Conflict. When a false prophet is deceived, they are deceived either by their own arrogance and heads full of nonsense, or by the false doctrines of demonic forces. 

Satan and his forces can only operate by permission against the people of God. Job 1:7-12, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12. These passages tell us that if people are determined to follow false doctrines and false concepts, then the demonic forces will be given permission to give them all the falsehood they desire.  In effect, God’s wall comes down from around them when they chase deception, and they are opened up to attacks and total deception by the enemy. They will be judged in and through this process, and the demons themselves are judged in the end. 

This verse reminds us of the strong point made throughout all scripture, that God is in control of all things!  We are under the care and protection of God, but if we choose to step outside his covering, and follow after evil, then we will be allowed to, and we will receive all we ask for, but with leanness to our souls and judgment in our bodies. Psalms 81:8-16, 106:6-18. This passage is also one of those that illustrates the concept of “hardness of heart”, and the Lord’s “hardening” of the hearts of man. Exodus 7:13-14, etc, Isaiah 63:16-17, Jeremiah 7:26, 19:15, Daniel 5:20,  John 12:37-46, Acts 19:9, Hebrews 3:13. 

The best way to understand this is to think of a water filled towel, which is then twisted tightly and so all the water is wrung out of it. A towel that is so twisted becomes very hard, and in that process the water that is in it is squeezed out. This is the concept behind “hardening the heart”. The Lord puts the pressure on people to squeeze out what is really deeply held within them, and so under the pressure they must disclose the reality of what is there.

Hardening is not “unfair” to the person, for it simply means the Lord is forcing them to really show their true beliefs and desires. These people have deeply desired their paganism, and so they have been put in a situation where that will really be disclosed and made manifest for all to see. People who are deceived by evil are people who want to be deceived and have opened themselves to deception because of their evil desires.

We even see this in the business world with con artists and fraudsters; they only target people who desire a greater return on investment than would be normal and reasonable to expect. The con artists feed off people’s own arrogance and so lead them astray and take all their money, but it is their own greed and pride that destroys them.

10  And they shall bear the punishment of their iniquity: the punishment of the prophet shall be even as the punishment of him that seeketh unto him; 11  That the house of Israel may go no more astray from me, neither be polluted any more with all their transgressions; but that they may be my people, and I may be their God, saith the Lord GOD.

What is to happen to all these people will be directly in accord with their desires and their actions. The punishment of the false prophet and the foolish people who seek them will be the same. They have pushed the grace and mercy of the Lord too far. He has left them to their choices and given them the challenge of truth to correct them again and again, but they have walked further and further away. 

The Mosaic Law had made clear, Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 28-31, that there was a series of disciplinary actions that the Lord would take if they walked away from him. These have unfolded over time and the nation is now at the fifth cycle of discipline, and under those provisions, they would be destroyed as a nation and go into captivity. The Lord is making it clear to them that this is the final act of their God, who will ensure that they go astray no longer, for all who have gone astray will be dead, and those who can be recovered will be in captivity and will there learn as the Exodus generation’s children learned obedience in the wilderness. Psalms 119:67-72. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD HARDENS PEOPLE BY EXPERIENCES INTO THEIR DESIRED PATHS. The Lord does this so that all people might fully face the results of their choices and so face the need for repentance. The great evil of the false prophets is that they give excuses for people not to face the truth and so the people in sin, do not receive conviction, and so do not repent! This is the evil of false teaching; it does not confront sin and evil as it should.

2. THERE ARE NO SECRET SINS. We are challenged by the Lord to clean out our hearts from sin and evil. The Lord seeks obedience in the depths of our heart, and he seeks separation from all false beliefs and wrongful practises. There is nothing hidden from the Lord, and he will use pressure to squeeze out all that is wrong from our lives, that we might repent and be restored to the rightful path for us.

EZEKIEL 14:12 – 23

“12.  The word of the LORD came again to me, saying, 13  Son of man, when the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, then will I stretch out mine hand upon it, and will break the staff of the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it: 14  Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord GOD. 15  If I cause noisome beasts to pass through the land, and they spoil it, so that it be desolate, that no man may pass through because of the beasts: 16  Though these three men were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters; they only shall be delivered, but the land shall be desolate. 17  Or if I bring a sword upon that land, and say, Sword, go through the land; so that I cut off man and beast from it: 18  Though these three men were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters, but they only shall be delivered themselves. 19  Or if I send a pestilence into that land, and pour out my fury upon it in blood, to cut off from it man and beast: 20  Though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness. 21  For thus saith the Lord GOD; How much more when I send my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast? 22  Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be brought forth, both sons and daughters: behold, they shall come forth unto you, and ye shall see their way and their doings: and ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem, even concerning all that I have brought upon it. 23  And they shall comfort you, when ye see their ways and their doings: and ye shall know that I have not done without cause all that I have done in it, saith the Lord GOD.”

REFLECTION

12.  The word of the LORD came again to me, saying, 13  Son of man, when the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, then will I stretch out mine hand upon it, and will break the staff of the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it:

Moses had already spoken of this judgment, and the reminder of the Lord is timely for the people of the exile to hear, so that they go back to their forgotten Law and re-read the truth there and see that the Lord has dealt straightly with them. Leviticus 26:14-39. 

Famine was and remains a sign of the Lord’s displeasure upon a people and their land. When economic depression or recession occurs in a nation, the people need to bow before the Lord their God, for judgment has come upon the people, and it does need to be seen as such and a spiritual solution found in the hearts of government and people. Confession needs to be made for sin and the Lord will restore the land and the people. Leviticus 26:40ff, Daniel 9:4-19.

14  Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord GOD. 15  If I cause noisome beasts to pass through the land, and they spoil it, so that it be desolate, that no man may pass through because of the beasts:

The best of men will not deliver the people, only themselves. The Lord refers to three people, covering the ages of man, from Pre-flood, with Noah, Patriarchal with Job, and current with Daniel. Each of these men, by their prayers and works delivered others from the consequences of their sins. Even though these men made, or in Daniel’s case, were making great impact for God in the nation, they could not deliver this people from the consequences of their choices for evil. 

Daniel was in a position to save the Jewish people, for by the early 590s he was a powerful ruler and had daily access to Nebuchadnezzar, but he was powerless to save the Jews in Jerusalem. Daniel may have ensured that the captives under Jehoiachin were able to build their own houses and live more as paid servants than slaves, but he was unable to stop the self destructive path that Zedekiah was on, for that evil man and his evil advisers were determined to follow their paganism, and held tightly to their false hopes. 

Daniel’s prayer above illustrates his heart over these things, for he would have received the intelligence regarding the rebellion and would have been a part of the preparation of the very army that marched out to destroy Jerusalem and Judah. How deeply he aches for his people, but their determined sin makes it impossible for him to save them. Each of the three prophets that minister in this period have their hearts broken with grief because of the sin of the people, and that is God’s way for his servants to fulfil their ministry; we must ache for the destiny of those we preach to. 

If we do not care for the people we preach to we are not ready to serve him as his children. We have a saying in our own day of a group, or organization, “going to the dogs”. By it we mean they have fallen from a good place to disaster and disgrace. That is the significance also in the ancient world of the land being over run with “noisome beasts”; wild animals re-enter the land when men no longer keep them away. The land will be desolate for over fifty years.

16  Though these three men were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters; they only shall be delivered, but the land shall be desolate. 17  Or if I bring a sword upon that land, and say, Sword, go through the land; so that I cut off man and beast from it:

Even if these great deliverers were in the land of Judah and giving counsel in the very city of Jerusalem, they would have no effect, because they would be ignored by the princes and the people. The evidence that this is true is available at the time. Remember, Daniel is governor of Babylon at this time. Daniel 2:1, 48-49. Daniel is well known by the exiles, and as I have already mentioned, probably the main reason they are working within his province and being treated well, and are able to practise their faith, live in their own homes, and have their own gardens. 

Zedekiah has visited Babylon, and his delegations have visited independently, at least yearly to pay tribute and receive directions from their “master”, Nebuchadnezzar. On each occasions they would be dealing firstly with Daniel before they saw the great king. Daniel has been giving them advice, and they have still been plotting against it back home. 

These people in the land have ignored the words of Moses, and followed after false religion, and have ignored the words of Jeremiah, and those of Daniel, and followed after the counsel of the Egyptians. The sword will therefore go through the land and less than 1% of those left in the land after Jehoiakim/Jehoiachin’s rebellion ended will survive to make the journey to Babylon. The sword and famine and disease will more than decimate the population, it will all but eliminate them. Refer to the BTB doctrinal studies below and read of DANIEL – DEDICATION, JOB – SUFFERING, and NOAH - OBEDIENCE.

18  Though these three men were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters, but they only shall be delivered themselves. 19  Or if I send a pestilence into that land, and pour out my fury upon it in blood, to cut off from it man and beast:

If these great men were all there, they would be able to deliver only their own souls. The rebellion against the will and Word of God is so great amongst this people; that even their own families would probably rebel against these great men and go after evil rather than their father’s good. God’s Fury will be poured on them all for their evil, for they have left him without any other remedy. 2 Chronicles 36:11-16, Jeremiah 24:10, Amos 4:10-13. In the midst of the judgment however, those who stand like these godly men, will find deliverance in the midst of troubles and death all around. Psalms 91:1-11, 15, Jeremiah 21:6-10, Matthew 24:13.  

20  Though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness. 21  For thus saith the Lord GOD; How much more when I send my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast?

The repetition of the statement of truth regarding the evil of the city of Jerusalem is a flashing red light for us. The people of the city saw the Temple of Solomon and the wonderful strong buildings glistening white in the sunlight. They saw the palace of David, the friend of God, and the super strong walls that Hezekiah built. They saw the solidity of the city and it’s godly history and the heritage of great and good men, but they did not see the vital spiritual truth, that God does not have grandsons, and grand-daughters, he has sons and daughters! Refer below to the BTB studies on GOD – PARTIALITY, and also NOT OF THIS WORLD. 

Unless people are in a vital, obedient, truthful relationship with the Lord as their God, they have no claim on his grace and mercy at all. The Lord does not see the “wonders of the world of men”, he sees only the spiritual realities associated with the relationship the people have with him. Nothing that is physically solid will last of this world, but all that is spiritually “solid” will last forever. Psalms 102:25-27, 1 Corinthians 3:12-23, 2 Peter 3:10-13.

22  Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be brought forth, both sons and daughters: behold, they shall come forth unto you, and ye shall see their way and their doings: and ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem, even concerning all that I have brought upon it. 23  And they shall comfort you, when ye see their ways and their doings: and ye shall know that I have not done without cause all that I have done in it, saith the Lord GOD.

As we have seen many times in Jeremiah and already in Ezekiel there will be a remnant of people saved, even through to the last moments of the history of the city. What will stay the Babylonian soldier’s hands? Why will they spare some from death by the sword, when they slay thousands of others? God is guiding each enemy soldier’s hand, and the living will be delivered directly by God’s grace guiding the hands of the enemy soldiers. As we have seen before, our death, as his children, is in his hands; we are precious in his sight and our death is precious in his sight. Psalms 68:20, 116:15. Refer below to the BTB study on REFRESHMENT, and also DEATH, and WORRY.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. WE ARE NOT OF THIS WORLD. Our values and our priorities are all to be drawn from things that are eternal, rather than tied to things that are temporal. 

2. GOD DOESN’T SEE BUILDINGS, HE SEES PEOPLE. God’s values are drawn from eternal realities, and that is where the power and impact of our lives is to be drawn from. We may love great architecture, and admire great buildings, but we are to focus on people, and what the Lord wants to do with them.

3. GOD KNOWS HOW TO DELIVER HIS PEOPLE. We are in his hands and we are safe and secure there. He will not let us down, no matter how bad the situation we face, for he keeps us in all things, as we walk obediently before him. Our sole concern is to walk humbly with our God in his provided power and we can leave our lives in his hands. 

4. GREAT MEN CANNOT DELIVER, IF THERE IS NO REPENTANCE FROM SIN. It is humble submission to the Lord that saves us, not the intercession of mighty men. The Lord’s call is to repent!

TOPICS

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FREEWILL

JUDGMENT:  CURSE

JUDGMENT:  GREAT WHITE THRONE
JUDGMENT: - JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

COVENANT:  MOSAIC COVENANT

COVENANT:  NEW COVENANT

DANIEL – DEDICATION


JOB - SUFFERING

NOAH – OBEDIENCE



GOD:  PARTIALITY

REFRESHMENT



DEATH

WORRY

Notes

CHAPTER 15

EZEKIEL 15:1 – 8

“And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, what is the vine tree more than any tree, or than a branch which is among the trees of the forest? 3  Shall wood be taken thereof to do any work? or will men take a pin of it to hang any vessel thereon? 4  Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel; the fire devoureth both the ends of it, and the midst of it is burned. Is it meet for any work? 5  Behold, when it was whole, it was meet for no work: how much less shall it be meet yet for any work, when the fire hath devoured it, and it is burned? 6  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; As the vine tree among the trees of the forest, which I have given to the fire for fuel, so will I give the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 7  And I will set my face against them; they shall go out from one fire, and another fire shall devour them; and ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I set my face against them. 8  And I will make the land desolate, because they have committed a trespass, saith the Lord GOD.”

REFLECTION
1. And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, what is the vine tree more than any tree, or than a branch which is among the trees of the forest?

This short chapter may be the seed plot for the Lord’s message in John 15. Read John 15:1-6. The Lord’s point is the same as the point made to these people of Ezekiel’s day; that it is living relationship with their Lord and God that matters, not their wealth or power or the number of godly relatives and ancestors that they can claim. If they do not have a living relationship with the Lord their God, then they will be unfruitful, and if they are unfruitful, then they will be first pruned, then if the fruitlessness continues, they will be cut down and their wood burned in the fires of judgment. 

Israel was to be the vine of God; bearing fruit for the blessing of all nations around about, and bringing joy to all who dealt with them. Their failure to tend the vine, deliver the Lord the fruit, and follow his rules relating to their life and growth has led to their destruction. Deuteronomy 32:32ff, Psalms 80:8-13, Isaiah 5:1-7, Jeremiah 2:21-29, Hosea 10:1-2, Matthew 21:33-41. 

God had planted them as a vine, had built the wall around them and established the system for their fruitfulness, but they have treated all his grace gifts to them as if they were entitled to receive all good things without any responsibility to the one who provided them all.  They are special because they were made as a nation by God, and his grace and mercy alone has set them apart from all the other nations (trees of the forest). Refer to the BTB studies below, GRACE, and also FALLING FROM GRACE.

3  Shall wood be taken thereof to do any work? or will men take a pin of it to hang any vessel thereon? 4  Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel; the fire devoureth both the ends of it, and the midst of it is burned. Is it meet for any work?

The wood of the grape vine is too brittle for any wood work. It’s branches cannot even be fashioned into wooden pegs to hang up household utensils from, for they break. Grape wood is useful only for firewood, and even then only for starting fires, as it is rarely big enough for a roaring log fire, but burns very hot when dried and so will get a larger fire going. If a piece of grape vine wood is no good for anything when it is unburned (except for burning), how much less is a bit of grape vine wood when it is partly burned. 

They have already been “scorched” at both ends by the judgments associated with the Assyrian invasions of 721 and 715, and 701, and then the Egyptian invasion 609, Babylonian 605, 597. They have been well “scorched” by enemy armies, with at least six major invasions in just over 100 years and now are without excuse for their evil, for they have felt It’s consequences before, and God is now without lesser remedy.

5  Behold, when it was whole, it was meet for no work: how much less shall it be meet yet for any work, when the fire hath devoured it, and it is burned? 6  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; As the vine tree among the trees of the forest, which I have given to the fire for fuel, so will I give the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

Jerusalem will keep the enemy warm physically, for she has lost her role as the spiritual fire of the nations. This is a warning to us all, for unless we burn for the Lord in Holy Spirit fire, we may find ourselves burned up by the fires of judgment. Revelation 3:15-20. We are called to be on fire for God, not be brands for the burning. Isaiah 5:1-6, Jeremiah 24:4-10, 25:8-11.

In the midst of the fire of judgment, as the Jeremiah 24 passage makes clear, the good will be protected by the Lord. These people have trusted their godly ancestors, but just as many of their ancestors were pagans and made the same mistakes they have done by mixing truth and error, and so just as their faithless fathers have died, just so will they die. Zechariah 1:2-6. 

7  And I will set my face against them; they shall go out from one fire, and another fire shall devour them; and ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I set my face against them. 8  And I will make the land desolate, because they have committed a trespass, saith the Lord GOD.

They have set their face to rebel against the Lord, and just as they have done, so finally the Lord will set his face against them to judge them. They have followed after the lives of the Canaanites whom their ancestors replaced and so they will go the way of the Canaanites. Leviticus 20:1-8, Psalms 9:16, 34:15-16. There will be no escape for them because the Lord has set his face against them, and so there is nowhere to flee where the Lord cannot find them. Jeremiah 48:42-44, Amos 9:1-4. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THERE IS NO ESCAPE FROM THE JUSTICE OF GOD. If you fight God there is no hope for you, for there is nowhere to flee that can get you away from the one who made all things, sees all things, and will make and end of all things. 

2. LET US READ THE SIGNS OF OUR OWN TIMES! These people could not see the judgment of the Lord upon them and so the majority of them failed to repent soon enough to avert disaster falling upon them.

3. GOD HAS NO GRANDCHILDREN. We are challenged to have a full and real spiritual relationship with God, for nothing less will save and deliver us.

TOPICS

GRACE

GRACE – FALLING FROM GRACE

Notes

CHAPTER 16

EZEKIEL 16:1-14

“1. Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know her abominations, 3  And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto Jerusalem; Thy birth and thy nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy father was an Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite. 4  And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born thy navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed in water to supple thee; thou wast not salted at all, nor swaddled at all. 5  None eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto thee, to have compassion upon thee; but thou wast cast out in the open field, to the lothing of thy person, in the day that thou wast born. 6  And when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live. 7  I have caused thee to multiply as the bud of the field, and thou hast increased and waxen great, and thou art come to excellent ornaments: thy breasts are fashioned, and thine hair is grown, whereas thou wast naked and bare. 8  Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord GOD, and thou becamest mine. 9  Then washed I thee with water; yea, I throughly washed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee with oil. 10  I clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod thee with badgers' skin, and I girded thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee with silk. 11  I decked thee also with ornaments, and I put bracelets upon thy hands, and a chain on thy neck. 12  And I put a jewel on thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon thine head. 13  Thus wast thou decked with gold and silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen, and silk, and broidered work; thou didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil: and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom. 14  And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord GOD.”

REFLECTION
1. Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know her abominations, 3  And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto Jerusalem; Thy birth and thy nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy father was an Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite.

The Jewish people descended from Abraham, who was a Chaldean, from Ur. It is his relatives and neighbour’s descendents who are coming to destroy the city of Jerusalem that has been settled by his descendents. Nearly 1400 years has passed since Abraham left the valley of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and headed for Canaan, and now his descendents are back there as servants to the Babylonians. They became a nation in captivity in Egypt, and they will become a holy nation again through their captivity in Babylon. 

The Lord calls on the prophet Ezekiel to remind the people about the rebirth of their nation under David and his setting up of Jerusalem as it’s national capital. It was a Jebusite city, and the bulk of the population of the land of Canaan were Amorites and their allies, or lords were the Hittites, whose great empire in that day was centred in the area of central Turkey in the bend of the Halys River. Both groups have passed from the stage of history by this date, yet they dominated the land 1400 years before. This is a reminder to the people that they too can pass from history if they fail to learn from the Lord.

4  And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born thy navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed in water to supple thee; thou wast not salted at all, nor swaddled at all. 5  None eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto thee, to have compassion upon thee; but thou wast cast out in the open field, to the lothing of thy person, in the day that thou wast born.

The birth of the nation and the establishment of the city was not a relaxed, cultured or lovely thing; it was a time of violence and war. The picture the Lord draws for the nation is the birth of a child. We learn a great deal about the birthing process in the ancient world from such passages. Babies were treated well, and after the umbilical cord was cut, they were washed with salted water, cleaned, rubbed with salt, and bound tightly in snug strips of cotton or woollen fabric for comfort, warmth and cleanliness (nappies were made of strips of fabric then).

Instead of the normal lovely process of reception of a new baby, the birth of the nation of Israel, under Moses and David were times of great violence and death. All forces conspired to try to destroy them with the Egyptian Army sweeping after the Exodus, and the Philistines attacking the new King in his capital. Exodus 14, 2 Samuel 5:13ff. All the nations around about the new Jewish State hated them and that hatred has continued until the present day. The only protection for the Jewish people is through their obedience to the Lord, and experiencing his protection over them.

6  And when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live. 7  I have caused thee to multiply as the bud of the field, and thou hast increased and waxen great, and thou art come to excellent ornaments: thy breasts are fashioned, and thine hair is grown, whereas thou wast naked and bare.

It was the Lord who said to these people, “Live”, and it was in his power, protection and guidance, that they did live. It was the Lord who took them from a simple family of a few score to a nation of millions through slavery, and he will do it again through the Babylonian Exile. It is God alone who has given them life and prosperity, and yet they have sought prosperity at the hands of the gods around them, from whom they were ordered to separate themselves. Exodus 19:4-6, Deuteronomy 9:3-7, 30:15-16, Nehemiah 9:16ff.  

They are the recipients of God’s grace and mercy, and are called to stand in the place where God’s ongoing grace and mercy can reach them. Ephesians 2:4-10, Titus 3:3-7. Under God’s protection they grew as a nation to become mature and under David and Solomon great. They became as beautiful as a lovely sexually mature woman; the picture of both beauty and fertility. They could have continued to grow and be prospered as a nation, but they have chosen in stead to become like their pagan neighbours.

8  Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord GOD, and thou becamest mine. 9  Then washed I thee with water; yea, I throughly washed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee with oil.

God had clothed them in righteousness, but they had clothed themselves in the works of unrighteousness and paganism. Psalms 132:9, 1 Peter 5:5-7. They were loved of the Lord, with a love that was pure and powerfully able to deliver all they needed for life and health. They were entered into a holy marriage and protective relationship with the Lord. 

To spread the skirt over them was to betroth yourself to the one so covered. Ruth 3:9-18. The Lord had met their need for love, belonging, and for protection. They were washed and cleansed from their primal and personal sins and anointed with the oil of the Holy Spirit, and entered into a full and blessed relationship with the Lord their God and Saviour. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study on CLEANSING, and HOLY SPIRIT – MINISTRY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. The king was anointed with oil, and the Lord had entered the people into a special covenant relationship with him through all that the Holy Spirit did with them. They have been blessed, and they have walked away from glory!

10  I clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod thee with badgers' skin, and I girded thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee with silk. 11  I decked thee also with ornaments, and I put bracelets upon thy hands, and a chain on thy neck. 12  And I put a jewel on thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon thine head.

They had been treated like royalty by the Lord their God, and dressed in beautiful clothing and given great things. They had been lifted up under Solomon and later Uzziah to greatness as a nation, but all their wealth became a stumbling block to them, and they had started to believe they were entitled to it all. For a time they were the queen of the nations and people came to them, but they turned away even then. 1 Kings 3:3, 10:1, 11:1-10.

13  Thus wast thou decked with gold and silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen, and silk, and broidered work; thou didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil: and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom. 14  And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord GOD.

It is the last sentence which is the heart of the matter as God sees it. They received all their blessings from the Lord alone, but they did not acknowledge him as their Lord and serve him as they ought to have. Blessing is a lovely thing and we are to rejoice in the Lord for all we have and praise him every day for his goodness to us, BUT, we are to remember in the midst of our enjoyment of physical blessing, that it is temporal, and only the spiritual blessings last forever. We are to enjoy the blessing of the Lord, but to remember that he alone is to be praised, and we are not to trust our riches, nor depend upon our physical strength, power and wealth for anything.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THE LORD ALONE BLESSES. If we are blessed, let us praise the Lord, and teach the Lord’s people to honour and praise his holy name for all they have received from him. In all things we give thanks to the Lord our God and in all things we look to him for deliverance and blessing. We are called to stand clothed in God’s provided righteousness, dependent upon his grace provisions for our daily lives. 

EZEKIEL 16:15 – 34

15. But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on every one that passed by; his it was. 16  And of thy garments thou didst take, and deckedst thy high places with divers colours, and playedst the harlot thereupon: the like things shall not come, neither shall it be so. 17  Thou hast also taken thy fair jewels of my gold and of my silver, which I had given thee, and madest to thyself images of men, and didst commit whoredom with them, 18  And tookest thy broidered garments, and coveredst them: and thou hast set mine oil and mine incense before them. 19  My meat also which I gave thee, fine flour, and oil, and honey, wherewith I fed thee, thou hast even set it before them for a sweet savour: and thus it was, saith the Lord GOD. 20  Moreover thou hast taken thy sons and thy daughters, whom thou hast borne unto me, and these hast thou sacrificed unto them to be devoured. Is this of thy whoredoms a small matter, 21  That thou hast slain my children, and delivered them to cause them to pass through the fire for them? 22  And in all thine abominations and thy whoredoms thou hast not remembered the days of thy youth, when thou wast naked and bare, and wast polluted in thy blood. 23  And it came to pass after all thy wickedness, (woe, woe unto thee! saith the LORD GOD;) 24  That thou hast also built unto thee an eminent place, and hast made thee an high place in every street. 25  Thou hast built thy high place at every head of the way, and hast made thy beauty to be abhorred, and hast opened thy feet to every one that passed by, and multiplied thy whoredoms. 26  Thou hast also committed fornication with the Egyptians thy neighbours, great of flesh; and hast increased thy whoredoms, to provoke me to anger. 27  Behold, therefore I have stretched out my hand over thee, and have diminished thine ordinary food, and delivered thee unto the will of them that hate thee, the daughters of the Philistines, which are ashamed of thy lewd way. 28  Thou hast played the whore also with the Assyrians, because thou wast unsatiable; yea, thou hast played the harlot with them, and yet couldest not be satisfied. 29  Thou hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in the land of Canaan unto Chaldea; and yet thou wast not satisfied therewith. 30  How weak is thine heart, saith the LORD GOD, seeing thou doest all these things, the work of an imperious whorish woman; 31  In that thou buildest thine eminent place in the head of every way, and makest thine high place in every street; and hast not been as an harlot, in that thou scornest hire; 32  But as a wife that committeth adultery, which taketh strangers instead of her husband! 33  They give gifts to all whores: but thou givest thy gifts to all thy lovers, and hirest them, that they may come unto thee on every side for thy whoredom. 34  And the contrary is in thee from other women in thy whoredoms, whereas none followeth thee to commit whoredoms: and in that thou givest a reward, and no reward is given unto thee, therefore thou art contrary.”

REFLECTION
 15. But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on every one that passed by; his it was. 16  And of thy garments thou didst take, and deckedst thy high places with divers colours, and playedst the harlot thereupon: the like things shall not come, neither shall it be so.

There are always two responses to having great beauty; one is humility, thankfulness and joy, but the other is arrogance, egotism and game playing. The game player is the self centred person who has chosen to rejoice in, and worship their own image, rather than worship the creator. Egotism is a major problem of man, as it was the central issue in Satan’s fall. 

The definition of evil comes from Satan and his attitudes, and they cluster around self centeredness. He is ultimate ego and all who follow him are enticed by their own egos. This is the sadness in the heart of God regarding Jerusalem and Judah; they had been given all that was wonderful and they took it all for granted and treated God as if he owed them, and they owed him nothing. They had the narcissistic sense of entitlement, and were arrogantly self assured that they would be alright, as they were the best and all people loved them. We see this in the Hollywood crowd today and we chuckle at them, but when a nation goes after this sort of nonsense we need to weep for that nation.

They didn’t just strut and pout, but they expressed their sexual appetites by sexual activity whenever and wherever they felt like it. They believed they could get away with anything. They gave themselves to anyone who smiled at them and they joined in all the evil that was going, without any discernment being shown, for they simply followed their appetites. Their motto was, if it feels good it must be good! 

Solomon had warned his sons against such women, but all women need to also be warned against such men, for the numbers of fools is equal between the sexes. Proverbs 2:1-22. As you read these words remember that it is addressed to a son, and so the sexes need to be changed for a woman, but the principles are the same and the plan for seduction by sexual predators is the same, be they men or women. Also read Proverbs 5:1-33, 7:1-27. 

The entire nation had become unfaithful and followed after all sorts of evil that took their fancy. This meant also dressing up in their finest clothes and going to the pagan high places to offer sacrifices there, as sadly, even Solomon had done, as we saw above. These pagan rites were pleasant and often sexual in their content, so there was great pleasure for the eyes and body. People conned themselves into believing that they were all worshipping the one God, but they were not! This was forbidden and they did it again and again, and the Lord will judge them thoroughly for it.

17  Thou hast also taken thy fair jewels of my gold and of my silver, which I had given thee, and madest to thyself images of men, and didst commit whoredom with them, 18  And tookest thy broidered garments, and coveredst them: and thou hast set mine oil and mine incense before them.

They took their own jewellery and made idols of them, just as their ancestors had during the Exodus. Exodus 32:1-6. Moses ground the idol up and made them drink the gold in the water! Verse 20. The Lord was happy for them to enjoy their jewellery and their wealth generally. God is not down on wealth and the enjoyment of things, he simply doesn’t want us distracted by things, away from serving his will. But when we take our jewellery and make idols of them we have crossed a line that is wrongful. 

They took gold and silver that God had blessed them with and they made god figurines and even sex toys resembling sexual organs with them to use as part of their pagan worship. We are almost used to this sort of evil today, with so called “adult shops” in most major cities. These places of evil have stocked shelves with the old pagan evils of Ezekiel’s days. There is nothing in a modern “Sex Shop” that was not here in Babylon, or back in Jerusalem. 

God’s point on this is still strong today; no believer should have any part in this evil sex trade, nor be involved in it in any way at all. We are to flee all fornication and pornography, for it rots the heart of any man or woman that gets involved with it. 

Evil is it’s name, because it attacks the very fabric of the divine institution of Marriage and the family. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study on DIVINE INSTITUTION – MARRIAGE, and also FAMILY. These people used the very incense that was set apart for the use of the Temple worship and bought it for their pagan rituals. All that was good was being used for that which was evil. 

19  My meat also which I gave thee, fine flour, and oil, and honey, wherewith I fed thee, thou hast even set it before them for a sweet savour: and thus it was, saith the Lord GOD. 20  Moreover thou hast taken thy sons and thy daughters, whom thou hast borne unto me, and these hast thou sacrificed unto them to be devoured. Is this of thy whoredoms a small matter, 21  That thou hast slain my children, and delivered them to cause them to pass through the fire for them?

They had been blessed in their field produce, with abundance of wheat, olive oil and wild honey, and they enjoyed these things from their initial invasion of the land under Joshua, through until the present time. As they entered the land there was abundance of these things and they praised God for them initially, but over time came to expect the land to produce it’s “milk and honey” and were annoyed when it did not. 

They failed to see that the blessings received were to be acknowledged as gifts from God. They had also failed in their duty as parents and worshippers of the true God. All children were to be offered to the Lord, as we see the parents of Jesus doing. Luke 2:22-32. 

This ceremony was not to be a casual thing, but a serious recognition that another sinner had entered the world, and that the sacrificial system was required to purify the mother and the child. Leviticus 12:1-8. There was to be a recognition of sin, the need for salvation, and their total dependence upon and commitment to God’s will for their life, and the life of their child. They were all to be dedicated to God. We rightly carry this concept on with our baby dedication service today.

Instead of valuing their children and separating them from the evil around about, they actually took their babies and made some of them sacrifices to the pagan gods, killing their own children as new born babies, dedicating the baby in the womb to the god and then killing it at the ceremony on the high place. This great evil was a part of all the pagan religions of the area and God had forbidden all such things. 

The Patriarchal story of Abraham and Isaac being the reminder to Israel that God would indeed “provide the lamb” as the substitutionary sacrifice for all people, and that the only son to die was the Messiah. Genesis 22:8-18, John 3:16-36. The great evil they had done they considered a “small matter”, as if God winked at their sins and ignored them. The prophet strongly identifies that this is not so; they are to be judged for their sins. Psalms 106:36-42. The children were killed by fire in the pagan rituals of Baal worship, and note the Lord’s words concerning the children. 

The Lord calls the children “my children”, reminding us of the words of Jesus, that all children are the Lord’s and on death enter his presence. Matthew 19:13-15. For this great evil the northern kingdom of Israel had been removed from the land, and for this they also would suffer the ultimate price. 2 Kings 17:17, 21:5-6. 

Josiah tried to put down the evil places, but the rebellion was deep and the desire to continue the paganism by the people was strong, and the high places and their priesthoods survived. 2 Kings 23:3-27. The work of Manasseh was such that even the best efforts of Josiah were not good enough and the people quickly returned to the paganism of Manasseh as Ezekiel has already seen in his visions. 

22  And in all thine abominations and thy whoredoms thou hast not remembered the days of thy youth, when thou wast naked and bare, and wast polluted in thy blood. 23  And it came to pass after all thy wickedness, (woe, woe unto thee! saith the LORD GOD;)

All through their days of immorality and idolatry they have not remembered their youth as a nation, their blessedness under God, nor have they honoured their Lord and Saviour and served him as they ought to have. As a result all sorts of judgments have come to pass upon them. At this point the prophet breaks in with a deeply felt “woe”, expressing the deepest of grief over the people. Matthew 23:13-29.

24  That thou hast also built unto thee an eminent place, and hast made thee an high place in every street. 25  Thou hast built thy high place at every head of the way, and hast made thy beauty to be abhorred, and hast opened thy feet to every one that passed by, and multiplied thy whoredoms.

Instead of being thoughtful and worshipful towards the Lord their God, they plunged further and further into idolatry and sexual immorality. They literally multiplied their sins and acts of evil, and did more and more. They multiplied their shrines to the idols until they were on every street corner. While this was normal in pagan towns it was forbidden for God’s people. 

26  Thou hast also committed fornication with the Egyptians thy neighbours, great of flesh; and hast increased thy whoredoms, to provoke me to anger. 27  Behold, therefore I have stretched out my hand over thee, and have diminished thine ordinary food, and delivered thee unto the will of them that hate thee, the daughters of the Philistines, which are ashamed of thy lewd way.

The princes of Judah did not turn to God, but to Egyptian power to balance out the Babylonian power. Politics is not God’s way of achieving his goals, rather it is directly his will being done through prayer and obedience to his holy Word. God does not need the politics and alliances of men, he seeks us to depend upon the power of the Holy Spirit alone. 

The sons of Egypt and the daughters of the Philistines are mentioned as the people who practise evil as their religion, but even the daughters of the Philistines are embarrassed at how far the Jews in idolatry have gone. They are now worse that both the Egyptians and the Philistines. They trusted in Egypt and so they will receive what Egypt has to offer them; it will be nothing, for God’s hand is upon the Babylonians to produce victory for them. Egypt is a spent force.

28  Thou hast played the whore also with the Assyrians, because thou wast unsatiable; yea, thou hast played the harlot with them, and yet couldest not be satisfied. 29  Thou hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in the land of Canaan unto Chaldea; and yet thou wast not satisfied therewith.

The terrible thing about sin and evil is that once you have embarked upon the path there is a slow but steady slide downwards. Evil never satisfies, and sin never satiates, for Satan’s plan is to draw all people who walk his path into greater and greater sins and evil and worse and worse actions, until they die in them. Refer back to the BTB study on ANGELIC CONFLICT, and recall that Satan has total malice towards men and women. 

He seeks all men to join him in the Lake of Fire and so all his energy is focused upon the elimination of mankind, for if he can destroy all people before the Lord’s return then he denies the Lord victory. This is his policy, but it is controlled by God and he is hindered at every step by the superior power of God, and his angelic host who protect mankind. We live and move and have security only in the power of the Holy Spirit who keeps this world going. We are to give thanks for this at all times, but these people had forgotten their blessings, and the very source of their life, and so will pay the ultimate price.

30  How weak is thine heart, saith the LORD GOD, seeing thou doest all these things, the work of an imperious whorish woman; 31  In that thou buildest thine eminent place in the head of every way, and makest thine high place in every street; and hast not been as an harlot, in that thou scornest hire;

Their hearts long after more evil and have become diseased because of it. They have the heart of the prostitute, longing always after more and more evil. They set up their altars in all the places they can, and at the head of every street, as “good luck charms” they establish altars to their pagan gods. They have acted like a prostitute, yet they would mock at such a thought for they have never been paid for their sins and evil actions. They would mock the prophet in his calling them prostitutes, but they have done all that the prostitute does, but simply have done it for lust, not for money! They feel superior to the common prostitute on the street, yet they are no different to them, indeed the prostitute may be pitied, as she may do her evil trade for money to feed her family, but they have committed evil for the sheer love of it. 

32  But as a wife that committeth adultery, which taketh strangers instead of her husband! 33  They give gifts to all whores: but thou givest thy gifts to all thy lovers, and hirest them, that they may come unto thee on every side for thy whoredom. 34  And the contrary is in thee from other women in thy whoredoms, whereas none followeth thee to commit whoredoms: and in that thou givest a reward, and no reward is given unto thee, therefore thou art contrary.

They have left their honoured position as the bride of Jehovah and become like a prostitute on the streets. They have violated their marriage covenant with God and not cared about the pain they have caused their Lord. People pay the prostitutes, but they have actually paid their lovers! They have given away their honour and reputation and also given away their wealth with it! Ezekiel is underlining their complete stupidity. They have acted contrary to common logic.  Their behaviour is baffling, for the whore gets paid, but they have acted the whore, and paid others! They have received nothing for their sins and evil; they have nothing to show for their actions except their disease of lust and their empty hearts and souls. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH. These people have given away their lives for evil and have received nothing but the death of their marriages, their families and themselves. There is no prosperity of body soul of spirit to the wicked! Pleasure does not mean goodness; it is just pleasure and may have it’s source in evil. We are all called to discernment, not stupidity!

2. BEAUTY IS NOT TO BE TRUSTED NOR WORSHIPPED. If we have physical beauty we are to give thanks and praise God for it, but we are to seek the Lord’s will in all our ways. If he has made us attractive it is to draw people to Him through our work. So let us work and seek to bring glory to his holy name. Today’s world worships the beauty of Hollywood stars, but we are to worship the Lord and use all he has given to glorify his name.

3. ALL GOOD THINGS COME FROM GOD. God is the source of all goodness and we are to be thankful every morning for all he has done for us. Let us praise his name and so avoid the temptations of lust. Let us walk the path of righteousness rather than the path of sin. God upholds this world and all who are in it. Let us praise our creator, sustainer and deliverer by holy lives lived in service towards Him.

EZEKIEL 16:35 - 44  

“Wherefore, O harlot, hear the word of the LORD: 36  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thy filthiness was poured out, and thy nakedness discovered through thy whoredoms with thy lovers, and with all the idols of thy abominations, and by the blood of thy children, which thou didst give unto them; 37  Behold, therefore I will gather all thy lovers, with whom thou hast taken pleasure, and all them that thou hast loved, with all them that thou hast hated; I will even gather them round about against thee, and will discover thy nakedness unto them, that they may see all thy nakedness. 38  And I will judge thee, as women that break wedlock and shed blood are judged; and I will give thee blood in fury and jealousy. 39  And I will also give thee into their hand, and they shall throw down thine eminent place, and shall break down thy high places: they shall strip thee also of thy clothes, and shall take thy fair jewels, and leave thee naked and bare. 40  They shall also bring up a company against thee, and they shall stone thee with stones, and thrust thee through with their swords. 41  And they shall burn thine houses with fire, and execute judgments upon thee in the sight of many women: and I will cause thee to cease from playing the harlot, and thou also shalt give no hire any more. 42  So will I make my fury toward thee to rest, and my jealousy shall depart from thee, and I will be quiet, and will be no more angry. 43  Because thou hast not remembered the days of thy youth, but hast fretted me in all these things; behold, therefore I also will recompense thy way upon thine head, saith the Lord GOD: and thou shalt not commit this lewdness above all thine abominations.”

REFLECTION

35 Wherefore, O harlot, hear the word of the LORD: 36  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thy filthiness was poured out, and thy nakedness discovered through thy whoredoms with thy lovers, and with all the idols of thy abominations, and by the blood of thy children, which thou didst give unto them;

The Lord is blunt to these people and the prophet uses this very strong language to speak to the elders of the Exile; some of whom are princes and priests. God calls them all “whores”. The total moral evil of these people is spelt out, with nothing left to the imagination. The Lord calls their sin for what it is, and by confronting them with the terrible truth there is then hope for repentance. In passages like this we are challenged to speak the truth at all times so that the people might be convicted of their sin by facing it for what it truly is, and so then might be strengthened in their desire for righteousness.

37  Behold, therefore I will gather all thy lovers, with whom thou hast taken pleasure, and all them that thou hast loved, with all them that thou hast hated; I will even gather them round about against thee, and will discover thy nakedness unto them, that they may see all thy nakedness. 38  And I will judge thee, as women that break wedlock and shed blood are judged; and I will give thee blood in fury and jealousy.

All those involved in the sins of Judah will be judged together. They have delighted in their sexual immorality and their nakedness as they have sex with those they ought not to have slept with, and so their judgment will be to be naked after their defeat. Captives after war were often marched naked through the streets of their land and then into slavery. They have practised sexual sins and murdered their own children as part of the sexual religions, and so they will experience rape and slavery and for many murder will end their lives. It is terrible beyond words, but they will reap exactly what they have sown.  As they have done to others, so will be done to them.
39  And I will also give thee into their hand, and they shall throw down thine eminent place, and shall break down thy high places: they shall strip thee also of thy clothes, and shall take thy fair jewels, and leave thee naked and bare. 40  They shall also bring up a company against thee, and they shall stone thee with stones, and thrust thee through with their swords.

Their enemies will deal with their paganism and their idols will all be cast down. Satan’s crowd have no unity within themselves. There is no fellowship amongst those who select evil as their path, for the nature of evil is self centeredness. The people who will destroy Judah will destroy all their gods and high places for sheer malice. They will steal all their clothes and jewellery and leave them naked to walk to Babylon as slaves. They will be invaded by violent men and they will be killed by stones, flung by the siege catapults over the months of the siege of the city of Jerusalem, and by swords once the walls are breached.

41  And they shall burn thine houses with fire, and execute judgments upon thee in the sight of many women: and I will cause thee to cease from playing the harlot, and thou also shalt give no hire any more. 42  So will I make my fury toward thee to rest, and my jealousy shall depart from thee, and I will be quiet, and will be no more angry.

They will burn the city with fire in the end. The survivors will mainly be women and they will weep for what they see, and will truly repent for what they have previously done, for they will then see that all this evil is come upon them because of their sins. The shock of their defeat and the destruction of all they have known will lead to them rejecting all their previously loved sins, and turning to God in truth. There will be an end to the Lord’s judgment over them, and his fury towards their sins will abate, as their sins and evil are washed away and they are eliminated from the land they were given. 
There will be the quiet of death over the land and it will have it’s Sabbath rest for over fifty years, and the rains and winds will flow over the fallow ground because of the sins of it’s people.  Hosea 2:6-13, Micah 5:7-14, Zechariah 13:2. They are rebuked and judged as a nation, that all might learn the fear of the Lord. 1 Timothy 5:20.  Their land will be cleansed by the elements and when the exiles return they will rebuild the cities in a new way, with a new attitude to God and their own behaviours.  Ezra-Nehemiah cover this period.
43  Because thou hast not remembered the days of thy youth, but hast fretted me in all these things; behold, therefore I also will recompense thy way upon thine head, saith the Lord GOD: and thou shalt not commit this lewdness above all thine abominations

Once again, they are reminded that they will suffer because of their sins, not because God is unfair. They suffer because of their choices, and they receive upon their own heads the full payment for their choices. They have brought these things upon themselves. All sin is abomination before the Lord, but their idolatry and adultery has made them a disgrace before God and men and they receive all they have coming to them because of it. Instead of growing in grace, knowledge and service of their Saviour God (Sanctification) they grew in evil. Refer to the BTB studies below, SALVATION – SANCTIFICATION, and SIN – ADULTERY. Romans 2:1-11, 2 Peter 3:10-18.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. ADULTERY IS A DESTROYER OF PEOPLE AND NATIONS. Today’s world is no more nor less evil than the days we read of in Ezekiel, but we see a resurgence in our day of the sort of paganism that afflicted the land in the prophet’s day. We are to be on our guard against the sins of adultery, pornography and idolatry, for they will destroy all who are captured by them. 
We are to raise our voice and proclaim God’s standards in the face of the compromises of the world. People may be forgiven and restored to fellowship with the Lord, as David and even Manasseh was, but the cost to their families and nations may be high indeed. Let us proclaim the truth loudly, that none may fall without knowledge of the consequences of such evil.

EZEKIEL 16:44 - 58 

44  Behold, every one that useth proverbs shall use this proverb against thee, saying, As is the mother, so is her daughter. 45Thou art thy mother's daughter, that lotheth her husband and her children; and thou art the sister of thy sisters, which lothed their husbands and their children: your mother was an Hittite, and your father an Amorite. 46  And thine elder sister is Samaria, she and her daughters that dwell at thy left hand: and thy younger sister, that dwelleth at thy right hand, is Sodom and her daughters. 47  Yet hast thou not walked after their ways, nor done after their abominations: but, as if that were a very little thing, thou wast corrupted more than they in all thy ways. 48  As I live, saith the Lord GOD, Sodom thy sister hath not done, she nor her daughters, as thou hast done, thou and thy daughters. 49  Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. 50  And they were haughty, and committed abomination before me: therefore I took them away as I saw good. 51  Neither hath Samaria committed half of thy sins; but thou hast multiplied thine abominations more than they, and hast justified thy sisters in all thine abominations which thou hast done. 52  Thou also, which hast judged thy sisters, bear thine own shame for thy sins that thou hast committed more abominable than they: they are more righteous than thou: yea, be thou confounded also, and bear thy shame, in that thou hast justified thy sisters. 53  When I shall bring again their captivity, the captivity of Sodom and her daughters, and the captivity of Samaria and her daughters, then will I bring again the captivity of thy captives in the midst of them: 54  That thou mayest bear thine own shame, and mayest be confounded in all that thou hast done, in that thou art a comfort unto them. :55  When thy sisters, Sodom and her daughters, shall return to their former estate, and Samaria and her daughters shall return to their former estate, then thou and thy daughters shall return to your former estate. 56  For thy sister Sodom was not mentioned by thy mouth in the day of thy pride, 57  Before thy wickedness was discovered, as at the time of thy reproach of the daughters of Syria, and all that are round about her, the daughters of the Philistines, which despise thee round about. 58  Thou hast borne thy lewdness and thine abominations, saith the LORD”.

REFLECTION
44  Behold, every one that useth proverbs shall use this proverb against thee, saying, As is the mother, so is her daughter. 45Thou art thy mother's daughter, that lotheth her husband and her children; and thou art the sister of thy sisters, which lothed their husbands and their children: your mother was an Hittite, and your father an Amorite.

The Jewish people were ashamed of their mixed origins and tried to deny them, claiming a racial purity that they didn’t have, for they were all descended from Chaldean stock and mixed with the peoples of the land. They were not a nation or a separate race at all, but were simply Semitic people, made into a separate nation by the grace and calling of God who set them apart to be different, light bearers of his to the nations. 

They will however become a proverb to all the nations because of the judgment they receive from the Lord. Even before they are judged they have become a proverb of adultery, so that even the immoral nations around about are amazed at their fornication and abuse of marriage. They have acted worse than the Amorites and Hittites who lived in the land before them and who the Lord cleared away to give them room. Psalms 106:35-39.

46  And thine elder sister is Samaria, she and her daughters that dwell at thy left hand: and thy younger sister, that dwelleth at thy right hand, is Sodom and her daughters. 47  Yet hast thou not walked after their ways, nor done after their abominations: but, as if that were a very little thing, thou wast corrupted more than they in all thy ways. 48  As I live, saith the Lord GOD, Sodom thy sister hath not done, she nor her daughters, as thou hast done, thou and thy daughters.

Samaria is referred to as the “older sister”, not because she was older as a national capital, but older in sin, as the northern tribes went into sin and evil more speedily than the south and had no good king at all in all their history. To be compared to Samaria and Sodom would have shocked the elders of Judah, but they knew that this was a comparison already made by earlier prophets and the Psalmists. They had failed to live up to their birth right and fulfil the responsibilities of their holy calling before the Lord their God. 

They had outstripped both evil places in their sins and should not then be baffled at the enormity of their judgment. The words of the Babylonians general to Jeremiah were hauntingly true. They had been judged by God and they all knew it! Deuteronomy 29:16-24, Isaiah 1:4-18, Jeremiah 23:13-17, 40:2-3. 

Even within Sodom there were some saved from Lot’s household, and they didn’t have much faith, nor great holiness, as their later actions showed, but they were obedient and fled, and their little obedience saved them that day. The Lord will deliver all who obey him. He does not expect perfection from us, for he knows we are dust, but he does expect and require obedience in all he demands. Genesis 19:13-26, Psalms 103:14, Matthew 10:11-13, 11:20-24. 

Volition is the test; will we respond to truth or ignore it? If we ignore it we are destroyed with all those who love darkness. John 3:16-21, 36. It is over one thousand years since Sodom was destroyed and over one hundred years since Samaria fell, but the same reasons they both were destroyed remain insults to the holiness of God, and are going to be the reasons for Judah’s destruction.

49  Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. 50  And they were haughty, and committed abomination before me: therefore I took them away as I saw good.

At the heart of Samaria and Sodom’s sin was the great satanic sin of pride. They were so full of their own self importance that they felt immune to judgment. They were so wealthy they thought that their prosperity would go on forever. They were able to live well without hard work and so they thought the curse of the ground didn’t apply to them. They felt they had outgrown the need for their daily dependence upon God; they felt they had come of age and didn’t need the protection of the Lord over them, for there was safety all around them. 

The same sin of our own day is written of here! Let us read these verses and fear the Lord, in holy fear that purifies our hearts from pride, for we need him every moment to keep us in this world and the deception of the Devil’s attacks upon the church today centre in this area. Church members live carelessly, feeling they are safe in the midst of the world, when they have no reason for such confidence. 

We live and move and have our being only because of his gracious care and protection over us. Let us remember his care and concern for us and give thanks every day for the glory he has given us. These people ignored the plight of their poor brethren and insulted the less well off, rather than caring for them. In our wealth we can forget the poor and the Lord will judge us for this. We are to be our brother’s keeper and aid all the brethren where-ever and when-ever we can. Refer to the BTB study below, WELFARE.

51  Neither hath Samaria committed half of thy sins; but thou hast multiplied thine abominations more than they, and hast justified thy sisters in all thine abominations which thou hast done. 52  Thou also, which hast judged thy sisters, bear thine own shame for thy sins that thou hast committed more abominable than they: they are more righteous than thou: yea, be thou confounded also, and bear thy shame, in that thou hast justified thy sisters.

Note the truth about the level of repentance that the prophet of the Lord calls for here. He cries out for them to take full responsibility for their sins and fully acknowledge the truth and confess them before the Lord. There is no “easy believism”, no quick confessions, no casual acknowledgement of wrong, no “sorry I am caught”, but rather, a thorough, humble and serious confession before the Lord their God. 

53  When I shall bring again their captivity, the captivity of Sodom and her daughters, and the captivity of Samaria and her daughters, then will I bring again the captivity of thy captives in the midst of them: 54  That thou mayest bear thine own shame, and mayest be confounded in all that thou hast done, in that thou art a comfort unto them.

These verses would have been the most shocking to the Jewish exiles, for Sodom and Samaria are ranked ahead of Jerusalem when restoration or forgiveness is discussed. They will be restored ahead of Jerusalem because their sins were less than Jerusalem’s sins. It is a sobering thing to reflect upon this, and recognize just how low this once godly city had sunk under the paganism of its corrupt priests and princes. 

We have not slipped far behind them in our own day, with our immorality openly celebrated on the streets and fornicators marrying in our churches without any repentance for their sins. The exiles from Samaria were scattered throughout the Assyrian Empire and that became the Babylonian and later the Persian Empire, and under Cyrus all these people were entitled to return and many did. 

The exiles of Israel were encouraged to hear and see the judgment of God upon Jerusalem as it had been upon Samaria and they all learned through their punishment to heed the Lord, so that those who returned did so in holy commitment to serve the Lord as he had commanded Moses, rather than the compromise religions they had lowered themselves to before they were judged. Refer to the BTB study on PAGAN TRADITIONS.

55  When thy sisters, Sodom and her daughters, shall return to their former estate, and Samaria and her daughters shall return to their former estate, then thou and thy daughters shall return to your former estate. 56  For thy sister Sodom was not mentioned by thy mouth in the day of thy pride,

They had ignored the lesson of Sodom, and not mentioned the story of Genesis 19 as a warning to their people. They had failed to teach history and as the saying goes, “those who fail to learn from history are doomed to repeat it”. They will be dealt with by the Lord in grace and mercy again, when they see all these things and apply the lessons from their own past. They are to focus upon the Lord alone and never be distracted by sin and evil again. 

The people of Jerusalem had looked down upon the people of Samaria as lesser beings, but they will repent in their exile, and the people of Judah need to also repent, and both will be restored. They are not to resent the grace of God in restoring others, as he will restore them. Sodom was not saved, and the Sodomites were judged totally, but they could have been saved and had they repented, even they would have been saved. The Lord’s mercy stretches to all who repent, and all who repent are to be welcomed afterwards as brethren. Luke 15:17-32. Refer to the BTB and examine the doctrinal study, ONE THING. 

57  Before thy wickedness was discovered, as at the time of thy reproach of the daughters of Syria, and all that are round about her, the daughters of the Philistines, which despise thee round about. 58  Thou hast borne thy lewdness and thine abominations, saith the LORD

They had arrogantly resented others and had looked down upon them. They had considered themselves superior to all others and their judgment will remind all peoples that there is no favourite status with the Lord; for he judges according to his righteousness, not our standards. 1 Timothy 5:20-25, James 3:13-18.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THERE ARE NONE SO BAD THAT REPENTANCE CANNOT LEAD THEM TO THEIR SAVIOUR. The Lord is gracious and full of mercy towards all who acknowledge the truth about their sin and their need of a Saviour. We can be resentful of the lost for their temporal blessings, and we can be filled with anger towards them because of their treatment of ourselves, or our brethren, but if they are alive, they can be saved, and we are called to pray for them.

2. THE STANDARDS OF THE LORD REMAIN THE SAME. We are called to preach the truth to all people at all times. The Lord’s standards do not change, nor does his justice alter. We are all in danger of judgment unless we repent of evil.

EZEKIEL 16:59 – 63

For thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even deal with thee as thou hast done, which hast despised the oath in breaking the covenant. 60.  Nevertheless I will remember my covenant with thee in the days of thy youth, and I will establish unto thee an everlasting covenant. 61  Then thou shalt remember thy ways, and be ashamed, when thou shalt receive thy sisters, thine elder and thy younger: and I will give them unto thee for daughters, but not by thy covenant. 62  And I will establish my covenant with thee; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD: 63  That thou mayest remember, and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more because of thy shame, when I am pacified toward thee for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord GOD.”

REFLECTION
59. For thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even deal with thee as thou hast done, which hast despised the oath in breaking the covenant. 60.  Nevertheless I will remember my covenant with thee in the days of thy youth, and I will establish unto thee an everlasting covenant.

They will receive a judgment that is exactly what they have asked for, given their behaviours. They had despised the Mosaic Covenant and refused to keep it’s provisions, but the Lord will not utterly destroy them, rather they will be restored and he will give them a new covenant to bless them. They will receive greater blessings than those given initially to them at the hands of Moses. The Lord will remember them as they deal with their sins and he will restore them and bless them, just as he told Moses, that he would. Leviticus 26:40-45. The words of Ezekiel here come back to Nehemiah over one hundred years later and he prays for this blessing upon his people. Nehemiah 1:4-11. 

God will restore his covenant with the house of David and with the entire house of Israel, who will be blessed in their renewed relationship with David’s greater son Jesus/Y’Shua the Messiah. Jeremiah 33:12-22. The Lord will establish the New Covenant with them, to bless them above and beyond anything they have known to date. Isaiah 55:1-9, Jeremiah 31:31-38, 32:36-44, 50:4-7. 

61  Then thou shalt remember thy ways, and be ashamed, when thou shalt receive thy sisters, thine elder and thy younger: and I will give them unto thee for daughters, but not by thy covenant. 62  And I will establish my covenant with thee; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD:

They will then remember their past sins and be ashamed of them. This is a genuine fruit of the Holy Spirit’s work upon people. If they remember their sins and feel shame there is a good indication of God’s dealing with them. Those who long for their past sins, and speak wistfully of their past betray the same mind that was in Lot’s wife. Genesis 19:26. 

They are presently the double minded people; looking both ways and not therefore advancing in any spiritually positive direction. James 1:8. Sin is sin, and all those who have any doubts about that demonstrate that they have not received the Word of God as truth, nor have they received or heeded the ministries of the Holy Spirit. When people walk with God they walk with humility and painful awareness of their sins. Ezra 9:6-7, Daniel 9:7-19.

Even though these people have been disobedient, upon repentance they will be restored and when they return to the land it will be the entire land, not just the borders of Judah. The restored nation will encompass the old kingdom of David and the territory of Samaria will once again be within the borders of the nation that is centred in Jerusalem. This will not occur because of any covenant they have, but because of the grace of the Lord towards them. They will recognize that it is the Lord who has blessed them at that time, and acknowledge him as their God then. 

63  That thou mayest remember, and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more because of thy shame, when I am pacified toward thee for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord GOD.

They are to stand humbly and silently before the LORD, all their boasting ended and all their arrogance remembered with shame, and all their present blessings being received with praises to the Lord their God, who they now see is the source of all their life and the rightful recipient of their lifetime service. We are ever to be thankful to our mighty God for all his mercy in delivering us from the sins that held us so firmly in their death grasp. Ephesians 2:1-10.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. REPENTANCE FROM, AND CONFESSION OF SIN, OPENS THE DOOR OF BLESSING. The Lord seeks to bless us and will, as we open our hearts to the truth and embrace his holy Word and reject all appearance of evil and all thought and practice of sin. 

2. WE ARE BLESSED IN THE LORD. We are in a place of blessing in Christ Jesus. Let us praise his holy name every day of our lives.
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CHAPTER 17

EZEKIEL 17:1 – 10

“1.  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, put forth a riddle, and speak a parable unto the house of Israel; 3  And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; A great eagle with great wings, longwinged, full of feathers, which had divers colours, came unto Lebanon, and took the highest branch of the cedar: 4  He cropped off the top of his young twigs, and carried it into a land of traffick; he set it in a city of merchants. 5  He took also of the seed of the land, and planted it in a fruitful field; he placed it by great waters, and set it as a willow tree. 6  And it grew, and became a spreading vine of low stature, whose branches turned toward him, and the roots thereof were under him: so it became a vine, and brought forth branches, and shot forth sprigs. 7  There was also another great eagle with great wings and many feathers: and, behold, this vine did bend her roots toward him, and shot forth her branches toward him, that he might water it by the furrows of her plantation. 8  It was planted in a good soil by great waters, that it might bring forth branches, and that it might bear fruit, that it might be a goodly vine. :9  Say thou, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Shall it prosper? shall he not pull up the roots thereof, and cut off the fruit thereof, that it wither? it shall wither in all the leaves of her spring, even without great power or many people to pluck it up by the roots thereof. 10  Yea, behold, being planted, shall it prosper? shall it not utterly wither, when the east wind toucheth it? it shall wither in the furrows where it grew.”

REFLECTION

1.  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, put forth a riddle, and speak a parable unto the house of Israel;

This chapter contains a riddle, or parable, that is applicable to the House of David, and especially to the last king Zedekiah. His house will be decimated, with only the daughters of this man alive at the end of the rebellion against the Babylonians. The house of David appears to be over, finished, destroyed; yet it is not, for the descendents of Jeconiah will survive in the captivity, and a noble descendent named Joseph, will nearly 600 years later, betroth and marry a young girl by the name of Mary. 

The rulership of this branch of the family is over, but the house of David will live on through another line to that of that of Solomon. This is illustrated in the genealogies of the Lord Jesus Christ. His official genealogy through his adopted father’s line goes back through Jeconiah to Solomon. Matthew 1:6-17. Great as well as bad men are in this line, and it doesn’t end with Joseph for his sons, Jude and James are the authors of the New Testament letters. They had children themselves, and this is testified to by the Romans who in the 90s of our era investigated this family, as it was the natural line of Jewish kings and found them to be all “poor farmers”. The line of Mary is of supreme interest, and it runs through Nathan, the son of David. Luke 3:23-31. The families come together at times through the 1000 years covered by the genealogies. Read the commentary on these genealogies in the EBCWA study in the HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS. 

3  And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; A great eagle with great wings, longwinged, full of feathers, which had divers colours, came unto Lebanon, and took the highest branch of the cedar: 4  He cropped off the top of his young twigs, and carried it into a land of traffick; he set it in a city of merchants.

The image of the eagle does not necessarily suggest a Babylonian origin or meaning for the parable, for the great bird of prey is Middle East wide at this time. It is interesting to note however that both nations that captured Jerusalem and destroyed the Temple and city had the eagle as their banner. Both the Babylonian Kings and the Roman Legions carried eagle banners. 

The eagle is the bird of prey, and also the king of the birds. It’s power, majesty, and grace led Moses to speak of the Lord’s care over Israel in terms of the eagle. Exodus 19:4, Deuteronomy 32:11. In these passages the reference is to the nobility, caring and protective power and majesty of the eagle. Jeremiah has already referred to Nebuchadnezzar as an eagle, and all surviving inscriptions from his reign portray him with an eagle with wings outstretched above his throne. Jeremiah 48:40, 49:22.

The beauty and majesty of the eagle is portrayed here. Its total dominance of the area described is the next feature of this parable. It moves, without opposition into Lebanon and takes it’s perch upon the tallest cedar. It takes the choicest of branches from the cedars and then flies to the great mercantile city of the area and sets up its nest there. Some commentators take the reference to cedars to be a reference to David’s palace of cedar in Jerusalem and the reference to the city as Jerusalem itself. This is legitimate, but may not be the actual application. 

Jerusalem was a city of priests, not a city of merchants as such, but another, further to the north, and closer to the cedars of Lebanon may be the one referred to. History tells us that Nebuchadnezzar besieged the cities of Lebanon, Syria and Judah in the years 588-586 BC and took them all. His base of operations was the mercantile city of Riblah. 2 Kings 25:6, Jeremiah 52:9. 

In the end he left the siege of Jerusalem to his generals; it was just a minor battle in a much larger campaign for him. The eagle was all powerful and made his nest where he willed. To the Jewish people everything centered in Jerusalem, but their sin had made it a city for judgment, not a centre of anything. It would become a centre of faith again, but that would be under the godly leadership of the returning exiles, not under the corrupt king Zedekiah. 

5  He took also of the seed of the land, and planted it in a fruitful field; he placed it by great waters, and set it as a willow tree. 6  And it grew, and became a spreading vine of low stature, whose branches turned toward him, and the roots thereof were under him: so it became a vine, and brought forth branches, and shot forth sprigs.

Is this a picture of Zedekiah being planted as a new king after the deposition of Jeconiah, or does it mean something else? My suspicion is that this refers to the king who is removed, with his seed to Babylon, and this man was Jeconiah and his children. The clue to this is that Jerusalem may not be referred to as a city by waters, for it has a couple of very small streams, springs, and pools but no “waters”. It’s main weakness was it’s poor water supply, and until Hezekiah cut his tunnel before the Assyrian invasion of 701 BC, they had not any decent water supply to depend upon. 

I believe that these verses refer to the family of Jeconiah, replanted in Babylon, where they did finally prosper, with his grandson Zerubbabel coming to leadership of the Exiles for their return. Ezra 2:2, Jeremiah 22:24-30, Matthew 1:11-12. This line would never be kings again. They would not live in cedar homes and palaces, but they would lead and serve the line of promise that would remain even more humble than their own. The grape vine of Israel would be tended by them, and the grape vine would grow strong again in exile, by the rivers of Babylon. They prospered in exile and the nation grew back its numerical strength again, with over 30,000 returning initially and many more afterwards. 

The population of Jews in Babylon remained in the tens of thousands until the early years of our own era, and vigorous populations of Jews remained throughout all the old empires of Nebuchadnezzar and Alexander until the 1980s. Although the vine of Israel would grow again in captivity, the initial purpose of Nebuchadnezzar was to plant Israel again securely in their own land under Zedekiah and prosper him, as he obeyed and did what he was told by the Babylonian governors. All this would be undone by his greed, stupidity and arrogance. 

7  There was also another great eagle with great wings and many feathers: and, behold, this vine did bend her roots toward him, and shot forth her branches toward him, that he might water it by the furrows of her plantation. 8  It was planted in a good soil by great waters, that it might bring forth branches, and that it might bear fruit, that it might be a goodly vine.

Another eagle appears and the vine bends towards it, eager for all the good things it may provide.  It becomes immediately clear that this is a story where things happen that do not happen in nature. Plants do not respond so to birds, so we must pause here and think about what it may mean. We have already the interpretation of the symbols from the first verses. The eagle is a reference to a king and majesty, and the vine by the waters is the people, or nation of Israel/Judah. 

The new eagle appears to be very strong, and so it is clearly another king, not Nebuchadnezzar this time. The vine inclines towards this new king and looks to him to do great things. They look to this great new king to provide the water for the vine to grow in the dry soil. 

Then the prophet, in verse 8, reminds us that the vine is already planted by great waters/rivers, and so it does not actually need anyone to water it, for the grape vine sends it’s roots deep into the soils and so will reach the water table of the river easily and be able to draw up all the water it needs. It longs for the new king to bring it blessing, that in effect it does not need, because it has already been planted by the first king in the best soil by mighty rivers. They have all they need and do not need the second king at all to bless them. 

This now becomes meaningful in the context of Ezekiel’s time. The people of Judah in exile had all they needed courtesy of the Babylonians and their governor of that province, Daniel, whom God had placed there several years before they arrived. They didn’t need anyone else to bless them, for by these rivers of Babylon they would have all they needed until they were ready to be called back to their land. 

The new king who promises much, but who will deliver only disaster, is, I believe, Zedekiah. They hoped he would make them an independent nation again, but in their desire for nationalism they forgot God’s purpose for their lives. God’s purpose was that they stay in Babylon, purge themselves from idolatry, and when they were ready, then he would restore them in holiness.

9  Say thou, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Shall it prosper? shall he not pull up the roots thereof, and cut off the fruit thereof, that it wither? it shall wither in all the leaves of her spring, even without great power or many people to pluck it up by the roots thereof. 10  Yea, behold, being planted, shall it prosper? shall it not utterly wither, when the east wind toucheth it? it shall wither in the furrows where it grew.

God had “planted them” by the waters of Babylon. Was there any other place where they would grow? The answer was a resounding “no”, and if they try to grow under the influence of any other king they will find themselves facing disaster. There will be no prospering if they trust in man rather than the plan of God. The Lord will actually pull them up by the roots and remove their fruit. 

When grapes were diseased or unfruitful and so were to be removed from land they were pulled up by the roots by a bullock team (“great power”) or many people with ropes, and the remains burned. It is this thorough removal of all traces of the vine that is in view here. This is no pruning back to the stump as Paul pictures it in Romans 11:16-25. They are to be destroyed if they trust in the new king. Those in the land will experience exactly this fate. The pitiful few of the survivors will march into Babylon as slaves within years of this prophecy being given to the exiles. 

The other ways the vine could be removed would be by the forces of nature itself, with the drying eastern desert wind and the scorching heat of a draught. Even the hardiest vine, if it had not got right down to the water table would be killed by such a draught, whereas the vine that was securely rooted into the soil with it’s roots deeply down by the great river would stand anything. This was God’s plan and it needed no other kings to bless, for all God’s people needed to do was send their roots deeply down into the rich resources of his boundless grace. Psalm 1:1-6, Jeremiah 17:7-8.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. WE NEED NOTHING ABOVE WHAT GOD PROVIDES. The Lord’s bounty is secure and his provision is strong and we need no other blessings than those he gives us. Let us praise his holy name and rejoice in the bounty of his provision.

2. NO EAGLES NEED TROUBLE OR DECEIVE US. We depend upon the Lord, not upon the glory or majesty of any man. The powers of men are wielded by permission of the Lord alone, and so we look to the one of whom they seek permission, we do not knock on man’s doors when we may pray to the one they must answer to.

3. GOD’S WILL AND PATH FOR US ALONE SHOULD BE SOUGHT. It is only the Lord’s will that will satisfy and the Lord’s path for us that will give our life meaning. We then can relax and work, rather than trying to second guess and politic. At times we may find ourselves in what feels like “slavery” to a job or neighbourhood or task, but if it is where the Lord wants us, then that is where we need to stay and serve with all our energy and all our heart strength. Let us praise him for his path for us, for he calls us to the perfect role and provides all we need to enable us to fulfil, in the Holy Spirit’s power, the task he set for us from eternity past. 

EZEKIEL 17:11 – 24

“Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 12  Say now to the rebellious house, Know ye not what these things mean? tell them, Behold, the king of Babylon is come to Jerusalem, and hath taken the king thereof, and the princes thereof, and led them with him to Babylon; 13  And hath taken of the king's seed, and made a covenant with him, and hath taken an oath of him: he hath also taken the mighty of the land: 14  That the kingdom might be base, that it might not lift itself up, but that by keeping of his covenant it might stand. 15  But he rebelled against him in sending his ambassadors into Egypt, that they might give him horses and much people. Shall he prosper? shall he escape that doeth such things? or shall he break the covenant, and be delivered? 16  As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely in the place where the king dwelleth that made him king, whose oath he despised, and whose covenant he brake, even with him in the midst of Babylon he shall die. 17  Neither shall Pharaoh with his mighty army and great company make for him in the war, by casting up mounts, and building forts, to cut off many persons: 18  Seeing he despised the oath by breaking the covenant, when, lo, he had given his hand, and hath done all these things, he shall not escape. 19  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; As I live, surely mine oath that he hath despised, and my covenant that he hath broken, even it will I recompense upon his own head. 20  And I will spread my net upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare, and I will bring him to Babylon, and will plead with him there for his trespass that he hath trespassed against me. 21  And all his fugitives with all his bands shall fall by the sword, and they that remain shall be scattered toward all winds: and ye shall know that I the LORD have spoken it. 22  Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also take of the highest branch of the high cedar, and will set it; I will crop off from the top of his young twigs a tender one, and will plant it upon an high mountain and eminent: 23  In the mountain of the height of Israel will I plant it: and it shall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar: and under it shall dwell all fowl of every wing; in the shadow of the branches thereof shall they dwell. 24  And all the trees of the field shall know that I the LORD have brought down the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up the green tree, and have made the dry tree to flourish: I the LORD have spoken and have done it.”

REFLECTION

11. Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 12  Say now to the rebellious house, Know ye not what these things mean? tell them, Behold, the king of Babylon is come to Jerusalem, and hath taken the king thereof, and the princes thereof, and led them with him to Babylon;

The meaning of the story is now given and it is a mixed message, focusing upon both Babylon and Jerusalem. It is a “riddle” type of parable, meant to be taken a number of ways, and so all the commentators are safe, and all of us will be corrected in heaven by Ezekiel. The king and his princes are uprooted from Jerusalem and are taken to Babylon in judgment, but the second king Zedekiah will not be so lucky as Jeconiah was.

13  And hath taken of the king's seed, and made a covenant with him, and hath taken an oath of him: he hath also taken the mighty of the land: 14  That the kingdom might be base, that it might not lift itself up, but that by keeping of his covenant it might stand.

Nebuchadnezzar took from the king’s seed a new king and made a new covenant with him. He forced this man to take an oath of allegiance, and oath in the name of the Lord his God, but sadly an oath that he would not keep, for he did not love or obey the Lord his God, nor would he heed the prophets of the Lord. The purpose of the covenant that the king of Babylon made with Zedekiah was that the kingdom he received would be “base”, not glorious! 

Zedekiah accepted a client king status, not an independent status. He was told from the beginning that he ruled, not by divine right, but by Babylonian favour. He was to have a lesser role than his ancestors, but as he accepted that, then he would have the trappings of kingship, even though he would not have the power. Had Zedekiah gathered the Babylonians close to him and served them well, he would have enjoyed all the glory that kingship had to offer, as Herod the Great would later enjoy it as a client king of Rome. 

Zedekiah however felt he was “owed” more and he betrayed his oath to Nebuchadnezzar; which was not just to that king, but to God himself, for it had been taken in God’s name. Oaths were serious things and never to be entered into lightly. He placed himself under the judgment of the one in whose name he took the oath when he broke it! 

15  But he rebelled against him in sending his ambassadors into Egypt, that they might give him horses and much people. Shall he prosper? shall he escape that doeth such things? or shall he break the covenant, and be delivered? 16  As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely in the place where the king dwelleth that made him king, whose oath he despised, and whose covenant he brake, even with him in the midst of Babylon he shall die.

Jeremiah had warned Zedekiah of these things directly and these messages had been delivered to Babylon and would have been common knowledge, as would Zedekiah’s plots. To journey to Egypt was to be certain of spies discovering the secrets carried and for the Babylonians to know of the plans within weeks of them being made. It was foolishness to try to keep a secret from the great King Nebuchadnezzar who had an extensive secret service and used it with devastating efficiency. 

The question was well asked; will such a person expect to escape the consequences of such traitorous activity. Can you break your words to God and be delivered by Him? Exodus 20:7, Numbers 30:2. Is there any escape from justice if you oppose it so thoroughly? The king of Judah is told, and the exiles have a firm prophecy from the Lord’s prophet, that Zedekiah was made king by Nebuchadnezzar (not by God) and where the king who lifted him up lives, there will this foolish king die. The very prison he was to be kept in and die in is beneath the floor of Nebuchadnezzar’s palace. He will be brought to this very palace and he will die here. 

17  Neither shall Pharaoh with his mighty army and great company make for him in the war, by casting up mounts, and building forts, to cut off many persons: 18  Seeing he despised the oath by breaking the covenant, when, lo, he had given his hand, and hath done all these things, he shall not escape.

The Egyptians could still muster an effective fighting force in this day, and they would march our against the Babylonians and would fight them to a standstill, but they could not beat them, and finally the very land of Egypt would fall to them and all the Jews who fled there for safety will be found by the Babylonians and will be killed for their parts in the rebellion under Zedekiah. None will escape from the consequences of their actions. If God is offended with you, there is nowhere to go, for God cannot be run from as Jonah discovered. Jonah 1:1-4. 

19  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; As I live, surely mine oath that he hath despised, and my covenant that he hath broken, even it will I recompense upon his own head. 20  And I will spread my net upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare, and I will bring him to Babylon, and will plead with him there for his trespass that he hath trespassed against me.

The Lord makes it clear that nationalism and patriotism is simply an excuse for self interest, and is all hypocrisy in Zedekiah’s life. He may claim to be wanting to build back the nationhood of his people, but he simply wanted to be a real king and rule with more power and arrogance, just as his evil forefathers had. He had acted in self interest and claimed patriotism, but at it’s root his actions were flawed, for he had broken his oath before the Lord and so no matter what the reasons, he was doomed for this impious act. He will receive exactly what is coming to those who break their oaths before the Lord. He will attempt to flee from the enemy, but they will catch him in their cavalry drag net. 2 Kings 25:3-7. He will be brought to Babylon and there in jail he will repent, but unlike Jeconiah, he will not be restored to dignity, for his sins were too great. He will be saved in the end, but he will die in jail for his sins. 2 Kings 25:27ff.

21  And all his fugitives with all his bands shall fall by the sword, and they that remain shall be scattered toward all winds: and ye shall know that I the LORD have spoken it. 22  Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also take of the highest branch of the high cedar, and will set it; I will crop off from the top of his young twigs a tender one, and will plant it upon an high mountain and eminent: 23  In the mountain of the height of Israel will I plant it: and it shall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar: and under it shall dwell all fowl of every wing; in the shadow of the branches thereof shall they dwell. 24  And all the trees of the field shall know that I the LORD have brought down the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up the green tree, and have made the dry tree to flourish: I the LORD have spoken
All the men of war that he had trained after the loss of Jeconiah’s officers will be beaten in the field and will be killed or captured. They will be scattered to the four winds and although some will escape to other places, they will escape only for a time, for in later years Nebuchadnezzar invaded and captured Moab, Edom and Egypt. Nebuchadnezzar will be the greatest of the Gentile kings ever to rule upon the earth. 

This prophecy of the greatness of Nebuchadnezzar must have grated strongly upon the exiles and upon the people still in Jerusalem, for they saw him as their evil conqueror, whereas God saw him as his servant! The people are being challenged to go well beyond their political viewpoint and see things God’s way. Daniel had been given clear direction regarding these things and he acted firmly upon them, seeing that God’s man was now Gentile not Jewish at this time. He saw beyond his background and education and accepted God’s will above all things. Daniel 2:31-39. 

Daniel’s preparedness to go beyond his politics and his racial background led him to the place of service and he was able to lead this great king to the Lord. Read Nebuchadnezzar’s testimony in Daniel Chapter Four. While Nebuchadnezzar is the great king of the time, the branch being referred to in this section is not primarily him, although the double reference is acceptable. The branch is the Lord Jesus Christ, who will arise from the line of Nathan, not Solomon and who grow up in a despised and lowly manner, but will be ruler of all. Isaiah 53:2, Jeremiah 23:5, 33:15-18, Daniel 2:44-45. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study below, CHRIST - BRANCH.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. ALL POWER IS THE LORD’S TO GIVE. The Lord Jesus Christ will rule forever and none of the plans of angels or men will stop this. He is to rule and all will glory in his holy name. We serve the one who will lead all to glory. The plan is secure and we are called to play our part in the plan here and now. Let us find our part and play it fully in the Holy Spirit’s power. 

2. GOD TAKES OUR PROMISES TO HIM SERIOUSLY. Let us ensure we make no hasty oaths, nor encourage others to “come down the front of the church and commit” to whatever is going. It is wrong to encourage people to make any commitment that is not able to be followed through on.

3. WE ARE TO PLAY OUR PART IN THE GREAT DRAMA OF REDEMPTION. God has a role for us to play and we are to find it and play our part, not try, by politics or wealth, or influence, to try to play any other person’s part.
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CHAPTER 18

EZEKIEL 18:1–13

1. The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying, 2  What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge? 3  As I live, saith the Lord GOD, ye shall not have occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel. 4  Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die. 5  But if a man be just, and do that which is lawful and right, 6  And hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, neither hath defiled his neighbour's wife, neither hath come near to a menstruous woman, :7  And hath not oppressed any, but hath restored to the debtor his pledge, hath spoiled none by violence, hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with a garment; 8  He that hath not given forth upon usury, neither hath taken any increase, that hath withdrawn his hand from iniquity, hath executed true judgment between man and man, :9  Hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept my judgments, to deal truly; he is just, he shall surely live, saith the Lord GOD. 10  If he beget a son that is a robber, a shedder of blood, and that doeth the like to any one of these things, 11  And that doeth not any of those duties, but even hath eaten upon the mountains, and defiled his neighbour's wife, 12  Hath oppressed the poor and needy, hath spoiled by violence, hath not restored the pledge, and hath lifted up his eyes to the idols, hath committed abomination, 13  Hath given forth upon usury, and hath taken increase: shall he then live? he shall not live: he hath done all these abominations; he shall surely die; his blood shall be upon him.”

REFLECTION

1.  The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying, 2  What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge? 3  As I live, saith the Lord GOD, ye shall not have occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel.

False doctrine is false doctrine, no matter how many cute and memorable sayings are developed to “market” it. The people had falsely quoted the passage on the “Four Generation Curse” and made it seem that the Lord would punish the children for the sins of their fathers, even if the children did not hate the Lord. This was not what Moses, or the Lord had said, for true repentance always leads to forgiveness and restoration of covenant blessings.  Read Moses words carefully and note that it is only those who persist in “hatred of God” that come under the curse.
Many today speak of “generational curses” upon families and peoples, but this is all nonsense if the people repent of their own evil and turn their lives around, for cursing is turned to blessing through the grace, mercy and provisions of God. Exodus 20:4-6, Job 15:16-35, Jeremiah 31:29-31. Once again we see Ezekiel’s role in backing up the words of the older prophet Jeremiah, correcting all false concepts of God taught by the false prophets. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study, JUDGMENT – FOUR GENERATION CURSE, and also, CUP.

4  Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.

God reminds the people that he makes the rules and he owns all mankind, for all are his creation. The soul of the father and the soul of the son, all belong to the Lord who gave us all life. The son is not judged for his father’s sins, or the father for his son’s sins, but each face the full weight of their own sins. It is only unrepentant men and women who need to stand in fear of judgment. No person need ever fear that they will be judged for the sins of their forefathers, for all stand before the Lord alone and all must face the penalty for their own sins and decide what they will do about them!  

5  But if a man be just, and do that which is lawful and right, 6  And hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, neither hath defiled his neighbour's wife, neither hath come near to a menstruous woman, 7  And hath not oppressed any, but hath restored to the debtor his pledge, hath spoiled none by violence, hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with a garment; 8  He that hath not given forth upon usury, neither hath taken any increase, that hath withdrawn his hand from iniquity, hath executed true judgment between man and man, 9  Hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept my judgments, to deal truly; he is just, he shall surely live, saith the Lord GOD

The particular sins of Judah were indications of an attitude that led to their destruction. Let us look at each of their specific sins and see what they tell us for their mental attitude towards God and their fellows.

1. They did not do what was just and right in their dealings with their neighbours.

2. They joined in the worship and fellowship meals on the pagan high places.

3. They made and worshipped the pagan gods of the Northern nations.

4. They committed adultery, seducing their neighbour’s wives.

5. They did not respect women’s monthly need for rest from demands but forced themselves sexually upon women who were having their period rest in accordance with the Mosaic Law.

6. They financially and physically oppressed those weaker than themselves.

7. They with-held money/goods that should have been returned to a debtor.

8. They violently abused others.

9. They had not fed the hungry, nor clothed the needy; they had no compassion on others.

10. They took financial gain of other’s need.

11. They did not pull back from evil people, but rather threw themselves into that path.

12. They dealt unjustly through the legal system and abused justice to make it unjust.

These things might be called the “fruit of unrighteousness”, just as their opposites are the fruits of righteousness. God seeks the fruit of truth in the life before there is evidence that you have embraced the truth. A person who is not transformed by Christ, has not truly met him! Matthew 7:13-23, 12:33-37, John 15:2-16, Galatians 5:19-23, James 2:14-26, 3:10-18.   If the fruit of righteousness is not in the life, then the root of faith is not in the soil of God.
10  If he beget a son that is a robber, a shedder of blood, and that doeth the like to any one of these things, 11  And that doeth not any of those duties, but even hath eaten upon the mountains, and defiled his neighbour's wife, 12  Hath oppressed the poor and needy, hath spoiled by violence, hath not restored the pledge, and hath lifted up his eyes to the idols, hath committed abomination, 13  Hath given forth upon usury, and hath taken increase: shall he then live? he shall not live: he hath done all these abominations; he shall surely die; his blood shall be upon him.

Jesus had bluntly said, “Call the tree good or bad”. Matthew 7:18, 12:33. By this he meant, do not accept a mixed reality, for people are either good or bad. There is no half way house in nature and there is no half way morality in mankind. If a person does bad and then repents and changes, then they are recovered. But if they persist in bad actions their whole life will rot away, just as a piece of fruit will rot if it gets a bad spot and it is not cut out. 

The prophet calls the people to stop their actions that indicate their spiritual state is corrupt. The people are called back to God’s standards and are reminded that if they persist in their self centred choices, and people using behaviours, then they will be personally held to account for them by God. Their punishment will fall upon their own heads and they will be forced to accept full responsibility and make full payment for their sins. 

If they do not truly take their sacrifices for sin, and genuinely confess and forsake them, then they will be destroyed as individuals, families and as a nation in the land. Those in the exile who hear these words are also in danger of further judgment. They may remember that they are already in exile because of their sins, and they must walk both holy and humbly with their God, or they will experience more discipline from the Lord. Hebrews 12:5-17, 25-29.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD’S MORAL STANDARDS DO NOT CHANGE. We are not under the provisions of the specific rules of the Mosaic Law, but we are still under the principles behind it. All people using behaviours, all exploitative actions and all things that harm those for whom we should care, will bring judgment upon us. We are called to care for our fellow man, not ever abuse him.

2. SIN IS TO BE REJECTED. The fruit of holiness is genuine fruit of righteousness in the life, and these fruits ought to be present in the lives of those who say they love the Lord. If people do not walk away from sin, then they are not committed to the Lord. If we know him, we hate iniquity, and we hate and move away from all that hurts our Lord, and harms our witness to the lost for whom he died. If we do not flee from sin and evil, we are in danger, for we have walked far from the Lord our God.

EZEKIEL 18:14 -32

“14. Now, lo, if he beget a son, that seeth all his father's sins which he hath done, and considereth, and doeth not such like, 15  That hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, hath not defiled his neighbour's wife, 16  Neither hath oppressed any, hath not withholden the pledge, neither hath spoiled by violence, but hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with a garment, 17  That hath taken off his hand from the poor, that hath not received usury nor increase, hath executed my judgments, hath walked in my statutes; he shall not die for the iniquity of his father, he shall surely live. 18  As for his father, because he cruelly oppressed, spoiled his brother by violence, and did that which is not good among his people, lo, even he shall die in his iniquity. 19  Yet say ye, Why? doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father? When the son hath done that which is lawful and right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he shall surely live. 20  The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him. 21  But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. 22  All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live. 23  Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should return from his ways, and live? 24  But when the righteous turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? All his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die. 25  Yet ye say, The way of the LORD is not equal. Hear now, O house of Israel; Is not my way equal? are not your ways unequal? 26  When a righteous man turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them; for his iniquity that he hath done shall he die. 27  Again, when the wicked man turneth away from his wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive. 28  Because he considereth, and turneth away from all his transgressions that he hath committed, he shall surely live, he shall not die. 29  Yet saith the house of Israel, The way of the LORD is not equal. O house of Israel, are not my ways equal? are not your ways unequal? 30  Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. 31  Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel? 32  For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.”

REFLECTION

14. Now, lo, if he beget a son, that seeth all his father's sins which he hath done, and considereth, and doeth not such like, 15  That hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, hath not defiled his neighbour's wife,

Go back at this point to verse ten and re-read it. Note that the parent is held responsible for his/her son’s evil actions if the child is under the “Age of Accountability”. If the child goes seriously off the rails then either, the parent has been neglectful in some way of discipline, or they have set an example of evil actions. Either way the parent is judged with the child, for both are held responsible under God’s Law. 

This is a principle that we need to meditate upon, for many parents fall at this point into blaming others when they ought to look within their own lives; either their lack of consistent discipline or bad example of evil actions that the child has learned too well. At a certain point the parent is excused blame for their son’s actions and the child takes responsibility and accountability for their own actions. That age for the Exodus Generation was over twenty.  Exodus 30:1-6, Numbers 1:2-4, 14:26-37. 

Being a parent is a responsible thing and failure to perform will bring grief to any parent who falls short of God’s standards in their own lives or in disciplining of their children. “No excuses” is the motto for godly parenting. Too often we hear people today saying, “don’t blame the parents”, but God’s Word says, if you are a parent and your child does evil, you have failed in someway, take responsibility for it and act to stop it! We are to live and act in our families by the standards of the Lord, and if we fail to, we are responsible for the consequences that we will surely reap. If we sin in any way we will be held responsible by God, even if foolish societies and social workers make excuses for us.

16  Neither hath oppressed any, hath not withholden the pledge, neither hath spoiled by violence, but hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with a garment, 17  That hath taken off his hand from the poor, that hath not received usury nor increase, hath executed my judgments, hath walked in my statutes; he shall not die for the iniquity of his father, he shall surely live.

Positive actions in accordance with God’s Law, and rejection of all negative attitudes and actions, is required if we would please God. All people who use and abuse the weak is condemned by God. To rob others to make yourself wealthy is a dangerous thing, for it may work over time, but only for a time. All such actions fight God, and there is only one winner then. 

The danger for all people who grow up in a corrupt society is simply doing nothing, for then the sins of your fathers are repeated within you, for unless you consciously reject them and choose good, you will fall back into the very things your fathers did. Many people make childhood oaths to, “not be like my father”, but end up worse than their father was, because they did not positively select a path of righteousness, that had more power than the path of evil.  

18  As for his father, because he cruelly oppressed, spoiled his brother by violence, and did that which is not good among his people, lo, even he shall die in his iniquity. 19  Yet say ye, Why? doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father? When the son hath done that which is lawful and right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he shall surely live.

It is this phenomenon that causes people to think that the “sons bear the sins of their fathers”. They see a child follow it’s father in evil and pay a terrible price for it, almost reaping the full penalty for their own and their ancestral sins, and they quote the “Four Generation Curse” and say, “Ah, the sons die for their father’s sins”. 

The Lord corrects them and says, “The sons die for their own sins”, and further the Lord says, that they have no excuse, and nor does any generation in the judgment process, for at any point they can turn things around. Zechariah 1:2-6. As we have seen again and again in this wonderful book of Ezekiel; God has opened up a way for all to find forgiveness. All man needs to do to turn cursing into blessing, is leave the path of the curse of sin, and take the path of God to blessing; repentance transforms man’s reality through the then available power of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 7:13-14, 11:10, 22:16, John  3:16-36, 8:21-27, 14:1-6, Hebrews 9:6-10, 10:15-22.

20  The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him. 21  But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die.

The principle is repeated; the individual is held responsible for their own sin and they die because of that. They will not bear the consequences of their father’s sins, and they will not be judged for them in any way. Each generation stands or falls on it’s own decisions. This had been clearly stated in the Law of Moses. Deuteronomy 24:16. Josiah receives this promise of deliverance, and he of all the kings ought to have come under a curse, as the son and grandson of two of the most evil kings of Judah. 2 Kings 22:14-20. 

Now he does not receive long life, and dies as a result of a wound received in a battle he should not have fought, but he dies peacefully of the wound and does not live to see the collapse of his attempt at religious reform. He enters heaven under God’s provisions of dying grace, for his work is finished, for at a deep level the people have rejected his reform. 2 Kings 23:29-30, 2 Chronicles 35:20-27, Proverbs 14:32.

The righteous will have the rewards of their righteous actions and the sinner will receive the consequences of their sin. But no matter how wicked a person is, if they truly repent and produce the fruit of genuine repentance, which is life change, with production of righteous actions and the keeping of God’s commands, then that person will live and prosper. Proverbs 28:13, Isaiah 1:16-20, 55:6-7, 

The worst sinner has been saved, and the Holy Spirit moves upon Paul to testify to this fact regarding himself. 1 Timothy 1:13-16. There is therefore no person alive upon the earth that cannot be saved, for the worst man ever has already entered heaven through repentance and obedience. Acts 9, Titus 2:11-14, James 4:5-10.

22  All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live. 23  Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should return from his ways, and live?

The forgiveness of sins means exactly that as far as God is concerned; they are never mentioned again by God. Many false doctrines have been taught around this! People are told that they will see all their sins played out on a giant video screen for all heaven to feel sorry for them. Such teaching is nonsense, and dangerous, and a manipulative falsehood at that. 

The Bible teaching on forgiveness is very clear; sins that are forgiven are wiped away and are never seen again. Psalms 25:7, 32:1-2, 51:1-4, 103:10-17. Read these Psalms and reflect upon them, for the expectation of the psalmists is clear; they knew that the Lord forgave and cleansed them of their sins, and unless they repeat offended such sins were gone forever from their records.

The second concept in these verses is also important to comprehend and accept. There are many down the years who have pictured God as if he is one of the hatred and emotion filled pagan deities of Greece, who takes pleasure in the punishment and killing of mankind. This is a perversion of truth and a dangerous one, for it indicates that God is sadistic rather than just. God seeks to forgive and explores all ways to bring mankind to that place. Jeremiah 31:34, 50:20, Micah 7:18-20. Luke 15.  

24  But when the righteous turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? All his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die.

The good news is that repentance covers over all previous sins and the person is restored to the path of righteousness and blessing, but the prophet reminds us from the Lord that the opposite reality also applies. There are those who tire of their righteous actions and go into gross sin, and those who do this are judged fully for the path of sin that they end up walking. 

The ancient Greeks had a saying; “call no man happy until he is dead”. They said this to reflect the truth of this verse; for a person’s end betrays their real passions, desires and values in life. If they end in unrighteousness it is because that was what they finally valued above all else, irrespective of their earlier actions. God’s desire is for genuine holiness to rule over our life and for there to be repentance from all evil, but we may choose to walk away from this. 2 Peter 3:9. God wants to speak with us as to his friend, as he did with Moses, Exodus 33:11, but will, if our actions force him to do so, judge us, but that is his “strange work” not his preferred work. Psalms 34:5-6, Isaiah 28:21, John 6:61-69, 2 Timothy 3:1-9, Hebrews 6:4-6, 2 Peter 2:18-22. 

Apostasy from the truth betrays a deep heart desire for evil that even full understanding of the truth has not eliminated from the lustful patterns of the life. It was this level of sin that afflicted the people of Judah in the days of Jeremiah and from which the majority did not recover, but after the great reforms of Josiah and the wonderful celebration of the Passover, went back into evil, and most never emerged from it, but died in it. 2 Chronicles 35:18-19, 36:14-16. 

Having had the greatest celebration of faith ever in Israel’s history they went back to their paganism, for that was their hearts true desire, and the result was, that the majority died in unbelief! Having celebrated the Passover Lamb, they walked away from the only one whose holy work could have saved them eternally, and so stayed under their own works as the basis of their judgment. Revelation 20:12-15. 

They did not lose their salvation; rather their behaviours indicated that they never had it.   While they had understood the nature of grace and forgiveness, and emotionally enjoyed the celebration of the truth, their hearts were still in their pagan faith, and so having tasted the truth, they returned to the worship of devils, and died there. Proverbs 21:15-16, Matthew 7:22-23, John 8:21-24. Refer to the BTB study on APOSTACY.

25  Yet ye say, The way of the LORD is not equal. Hear now, O house of Israel; Is not my way equal? are not your ways unequal? 26  When a righteous man turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them; for his iniquity that he hath done shall he die.

Who has been honest and transparent here? The Lord’s standards are clear and honest; it is the standards and behaviours of the Jewish people that have been evil and dishonest. Job 42:1-6, Psalms 145:14-19, Malachi 3:13-18. God has made the truth clear and the consequences of falsehood and lies is also clear. Man may select his path, but once selected he cannot select a different outcome, and he cannot blame God for this, for his own choice leads him to heaven or the hell. Jeremiah 2:17-23, 29-37, 16:5-13.  

27  Again, when the wicked man turneth away from his wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive. 28  Because he considereth, and turneth away from all his transgressions that he hath committed, he shall surely live, he shall not die.

The principle is repeated again. If there is genuine repentance, there is real forgiveness! If a person turns from their evil and does good; then they are restored to God and will live, where previously they would have died. Acts 2:40, 1 Timothy 4:16. It is active, serious, and real consideration of actions and consequences that saves us from our sins. Those that do not think and reflect seriously die in their sins. Satan’s strategy is to distract and deceive, and the key aspect of his work is to undermine serious reflection upon the truth of death and judgment. Deuteronomy 32:28-29, 46-47, 33:27, Psalms 119:1-6, Jeremiah 31:18-21. 

It is the total rejection of evil and sin, and the total acceptance of the reality of the daily walk in the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit that sets man free from the bonds of the enemy. Colossians 3:5-17.  It is the daily battle for the mind that must be won; putting off evil and all temptation to sin daily, and rather putting on the righteous standards of God to replace the lower level of living under daily satanic deception. Paul is the originator of what has become known as CBT (Cognitive, Behavioural Therapy), for he saw that we need to change our thinking, through the Holy Spirit’s work within, and so our behaviour will consistently and sustainably change. Refer below to my clinic notes on this subject; CHRISTIAN CBT. 

29  Yet saith the house of Israel, The way of the LORD is not equal. O house of Israel, are not my ways equal? are not your ways unequal? 30  Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin.

The people still accused God of unfairness and not being true in his dealings. Proverbs 19:3. We can enter into this error, or confront situations that challenge us as to the decisions of the Lord and the content of his plan, for us and for others we know and love. I have just had yesterday the sudden death of a wonderful Christian friend and brother in the work, aged only forty four years. I have heard some believers accuse God of being “unequal” in relation to our friend’s death, but the truth of a believer’s life and death being under the loving care of the Lord, and in accordance with his plan remain securely true forever. 

We may still have questions for the Lord however and it is honest to admit these and ask them all directly to the Lord. I have poured out my heart to the Lord in thanks for the life of my friend, but also have laid out my question to the Lord, as to why he has died and so many useless people are still around!!! This is not an accusation of God being unfair, nor am I saying he is unjust, but I am reflecting my question with faith that in heaven I will see the full facts and appreciate that my friend’s death was in the fullness of time for him. 
I can have faith in the final outcome, but still ask my question to the Lord, for there is no bitterness in the question, for it is to my loving father, and the loving father of my friend, who is now securely in the arms of his father. All people are to flee for their very lives from all evil and sin before it ruins their life, makes awful their death, and jeopardizes their eternal state. Luke 13:1-5, Romans 2:1-11, James 1:15, Revelation 2:21-23.

31  Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel? 32  For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves,

The violence of these words tells us just how seriously we are to attack the sins and side tracks from righteousness that causes problems in our lives. Psalms 34:14, 51:10, Isaiah 1:16-17. We are challenged to declare war on temptations and defeat the enemy in the battle for our heart and mind, and the Lord, through the Holy Spirit will restore a right spirit within us and bring us through to life eternal. The Lord asks those who choose death, why will they die this way? He pleads with them to turn this around by repentance, for he has no pleasure in judgment of them. Proverbs 8:32-36, 2 Peter 3:9. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD SEEKS MAN’S BLESSING NOT HIS JUDGMENT. Judgment remains God’s strange work and is never his preferred option. God has no pleasure in the final judgment of man, it is simply necessary to protect holiness.

2. REPENTANCE CHANGES DESTINY. The worst of people can be saved and delivered from the consequences of their actions, through genuine repentance and commitment to holiness.

3. AS PARENTS WE CAN BLAME OURSELVES UP TO A POINT FOR OUR CHILDREN’S CHOICES. As parents we are responsible for setting a good example to our children and if they leave the path of truth, we are responsible for this up to the age of accountability, but they will finally be judged, if at all, because of their own choices, and they will not be able to blame us, nor will they be held accountable for our sins and shortcomings. Each generation stands or falls on the basis of it’s own actions.

4. GENUINE FAITH HAS REAL FRUIT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE LIFE. If a person claims to know the Lord Jesus then they will be like him, for a genuine friendship with the Lord transforms the life into the image of Christ. 

5. FORGIVENESS MEANS THE LORD HAS PUT ALL ASIDE. Our forgiven sins are remembered no more. We can wipe away all guilty thoughts and regrets, for they simply waste energy, for once we are forgiven we are cleansed forever of them. Let us praise our Saviour God for this wonderful blessing more often than we tend to do!

6. A PERSON’S END BETRAYS WHERE THEIR HEART WAS ALL ALONG. If a so called “believer” falls away into gross sin and evil and stays there, their latter state betrays their real state all along. There are many “make believers”, just as there was a “mixed multitude” in the Exodus generation. What is within will emerge over time. The Lord sends pressure to “harden the hearts” of people, so they really disclose what was within all along, and their hypocrisy is exposed for the shame their so called faith was. 
Sometimes we cannot know a person’s true state until their life is over, for in their ending we can see the truth. There will be some who deceive others, and possibly even themselves, Matthew 7:21-23, as to their real spiritual status. We can leave all these considerations with the Lord who alone knows all the facts, but let us be sure of ourselves and work out our own faith in “serious reality”. Ephesians 6:5, Philippians 2:12. Having chosen life ourselves, let us preach life to all who will hear the truth!

COGNITIVE BEHAVIOURAL THERAPY ACCORDING TO ST PAUL

ROMANS 7:14-25 THE “WRETCHED MAN” – FACING OUR SINFUL REALITY

(Unless we face the facts we live a lie and are open to deception from all sources; human and angelic.)

ROMANS 8:1-18   THE GLORY OF KNOWING THE POWER OF THE INDWELLING CHRIST.

(There is hope for all who face the facts of their Old Sin Nature and the greater power of the indwelling Lord and Holy Spirit, 1 John 4:4-6, for then we are “plugged into” the power for spiritual victory)

EPHESIANS 4:20-32 - PUTTING OFF THE OLD AND PUTTING ON THE NEW

COLOSSIANS 3:8-16 - PUTTING OFF AND PUTTING ON

(Our old behaviours are the result of our early “programming” and the choices we have made later; all of this being laid over our genetic strengths and weaknesses, but in Christ, and through the Holy Spirit’s power we can re-program our inner computer.)

EPHESIANS 5:17-29 - THE RELATIONSHIP OVERFLOW OF THIS CBT TOOL

COLOSSIANS 3:17-19 - RELATIONSHIP OVERLFOW OF CBT

(If the Holy Spirit is active in our life there will be evidence of it in our daily walk through life, and especially in our relationships with loved ones and others we meet. No change = no Spirit!)

PHILIPPIANS 3:10-17 - FORGETTING THE PAST AND FOCUSING FORWARD


(It is not a “one shot decision” to make change, for the old patterns are tenacious. They must be identified, understood, targeted, replaced and we must rebuild new patterns through the Holy Spirit’s work upon the Word of God, to firmly establish and live and celebrate daily in the new life we now have.)

PHILIPPIANS 4:4-9 - FILLING THE MIND WITH POSITIVE THOUGHT PROCESSES SQUEEZING OUT THE NEGATIVES FROM LIFE 

(The mind acts like a vacuum; it will suck in all evil around if there is not positive pressure from good working out from the centre of our being. We squeeze evil out by leaving no room within for it to grow.)

COLOSSIANS 2:20-22 - SAYING NO TO THE “EASY FIX” OF LEGALISM

(The great “cons” of  Satan are initially focused on down playing sin and evil so that believers are neutralized by them uncontrolled within their lives, but if that fails he has an even better plan to neutralize the grace of God within us. This plan is the “super-spiritual” plan of legalism, whereby foolish men get to feel really superior because their sins are more refined than their neighbours! Legalism is false spirituality that feeds of the great sin of pride and arrogance, the very opposite of God’s grace and mercy, and the complete opposite of the servant heart of the Lord Jesus. Matthew 7:15-20.)
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COGNITIVE BEHAVIOURAL TOOL FOR THOUGHT STOPPING
When an annoying person says something, or an unwanted thought occurs, we can allow them or it to “rent space in our head” and not be paying for it, except in misery to ourselves!!! All unwanted mental “clutter” weighs us down and can create great frustration within. It is a result of the Fall of Adam and Eve, and an ever present reminder that we are all fallen creatures, with an easy tendency to sin.

This simple Cognitive Behavioural technique below may assist you to plan to deal with a specific problem that really irritates you; for example, “crazy” drivers on the road, an annoying customer, or a dysfunctional neighbour, or a dysfunctional thought pattern you have within yourself coming from early experiences.  

The good news is, this tool can be used to deal with our own annoying behaviours also, and is a powerful way to stop yourself doing something that childhood software errors, and poor adult choices on top of the old tendencies, may have programmed you to do!  

This helps you label such “software errors” as “not me” (that is, not my real born again nature, but a reflection of my Old Sin Nature), and enables you to get control over them and re-program your responses to unbidden thoughts and impulses.

First identify the situations where you find yourself responding in an unacceptable manner. Write these situations out, identifying the precipitating events, the thoughts you have, the feelings associated, and the things you then say or do that make you ashamed or annoyed. 

Programmed bad reactions waste time and energy – and bluntly, life is just too short to waste on such things. Bad responses also hurt the people we love and need to be eliminated before they eliminate our relationships!!!

Once you have your “hit list” of problem situations, ask the following questions of each.

1. WHAT LABEL CAN I USE TO PUT THE PERSON/SITUATION INTO A FUNNY or PROFESSIONAL BOX?

Find a funny label (or at least a neutral one) for the annoying precipitating event, thought or person. This can be used when the event occurs and it will take the heat of your reaction out of it. You label it as a “thing” rather than accepting it as an integral and permanent part of yourself, for in Christ, and through the Holy Spirit’s power, it is not!

2. TELL YOURSELF THE TRUTH.

“The truth is….”  Think of a statement that powerfully expressed the reason why you will not let a “twit” or “idiot thought” rent space in your head, but rather you will walk your genuine life path in Christ!

3. TAKE ANY IMMEDIATE ACTION TO REINFORCE THE TRUTH.

Identify any action to immediately take to reinforce your true path in life rather than your old reaction which reflected your bad programming from childhood.

EXPERIMENT with these steps and test yourself in safe situations.

Review with your counsellor, mentor or pastor. Build strength in this by daily feeding upon the doctrines of the Word of God to build your hold on the truth that will always set you free from satanic deception, false priorities, and blindness to consequences of action. 

TOPICS

JUDGMENT:  FOUR GENERATION CURSE 

CUP

APOSTASY

CHAPTER 19

EZEKIEL 19:1 – 9

1. Moreover take thou up a lamentation for the princes of Israel, 2  And say, What is thy mother? A lioness: she lay down among lions, she nourished her whelps among young lions. 3  And she brought up one of her whelps: it became a young lion, and it learned to catch the prey; it devoured men. 4  The nations also heard of him; he was taken in their pit, and they brought him with chains unto the land of Egypt. 5  Now when she saw that she had waited, and her hope was lost, then she took another of her whelps, and made him a young lion. 6  And he went up and down among the lions, he became a young lion, and learned to catch the prey, and devoured men. 7  And he knew their desolate palaces, and he laid waste their cities; and the land was desolate, and the fulness thereof, by the noise of his roaring. 8  Then the nations set against him on every side from the provinces, and spread their net over him: he was taken in their pit. 9  And they put him in ward in chains, and brought him to the king of Babylon: they brought him into holds, that his voice should no more be heard upon the mountains of Israel.”

REFLECTION 

1. Moreover take thou up a lamentation for the princes of Israel, 2  And say, What is thy mother? A lioness: she lay down among lions, she nourished her whelps among young lions.

We say today that a person decided to “walk on the wild side”, or we say, “They walked onto the dark side”. Both these sayings reflect the reality of the choices of people as they confront moral and eternal realities. Many blessed people become preoccupied with their blessings rather than their responsibilities to the one who has blessed them, and so betray their own birthright. 

The great sadness of the royal family of Judah is that they all had received great blessing, with the women who married into the line of David walking into the palace of David, often from humble origins. Their great blessing led however, rather than to praise, to judgment and destruction, for instead of grateful thankfulness there was all too often the pride and arrogance of “new money”. They quickly got used to their wealth and power and abused both. Rather than being a lion of God, and standing for truth, they carried on like the young lions of the pagans and lived just like them. Nahum 2:8-13. 

We have our own celebrities, just as they had in this day.  These are people who often have nothing to be famous for except their money, who live their Hollywood lives, and are written up in magazines as if they are to be copied. The women of Ezekiel’s day who married into this once great family brought their children up to be powerful rather than godly, and they truly became “lions” and they devoured the sheep of the Lord!   Zephaniah 3:1-4, Zechariah 11:1-17.

3  And she brought up one of her whelps: it became a young lion, and it learned to catch the prey; it devoured men. 4  The nations also heard of him; he was taken in their pit, and they brought him with chains unto the land of Egypt.

The man referred to here, who is more a young ravenous lion than the rest is not Zedekiah, who at this time still sits upon the throne of David, but who has nothing in common with his ancestor except David’s great sin, but this man will lose all before he repents of his sin. Zedekiah did truly devour men; he was a murderer and abuser of the very people the Lord tasked him to protect. He was simply however a reflection of the earlier kings who sinned through their lust for power. The earlier ones had already been judged by this time, with one, Jehoahaz, being taken into Egypt, as is referred to in Verse four. 2 Kings 23:31-32. 

This man Jehoahaz only reigned three months but bathed those twelve short weeks in blood! He dies in chains in Egypt and is replaced by an even more evil son of Josiah, Eliakim, renamed Johaiakim. This man had been named Eliakim, meaning “God (EL) will raise up”, and then is renamed by the pagan Egyptian, Jehoiakim, which means also God (JHWH) will raise up. The pagan Egyptian understood the importance of hypocrisy and renames his appointee with a more spiritually personal name that indicates a saving relationship with his Saviour God, yet this man hated truth and acted with deceit throughout his reign. 

His own wife encourages their son to turn back from his father’s rebellion and so save himself and the majority of the nobility. 2 Kings 24:8-16, 25:27-30. The son, Jehoiachin, becomes, by doing this, the one through whom a number of great leaders will come into the world and finally his line will lead to Joseph the husband of Mary. The last young lion of this brood is Zedekiah and he will lose all his sons and his own life will end in the misery he caused for all he led. 2 Kings 25:7.

5  Now when she saw that she had waited, and her hope was lost, then she took another of her whelps, and made him a young lion. 6 And he went up and down among the lions, he became a young lion, and learned to catch the prey, and devoured men.

The woman who personifies the scheming people behind the throne of Judah in these last days finds that with Jehoahaz gone she needs another, and so selects Jehoiakim, 2 Kings 24:1-7, and he becomes the perfect heathen, pagan king, and then finally Zedekiah will be selected, and each will “hunt men” in turn, destroying what they were tasked to maintain and protect. 2 Chronicles 36:5, 16. 

These people believed and acted as if this world was all they had and that all power they could have and hold was of value! They lived for the moment only and did not consider their eternal destiny and the eternal consequences of their power hungry behaviours. Their “hope” was in time and space only, and they acted in accordance with such an evil viewpoint.

7  And he knew their desolate palaces, and he laid waste their cities; and the land was desolate, and the fulness thereof, by the noise of his roaring. 8  Then the nations set against him on every side from the provinces, and spread their net over him: he was taken in their pit. 9  And they put him in ward in chains, and brought him to the king of Babylon: they brought him into holds, that his voice should no more be heard upon the mountains of Israel.

They loved their cedar ceilings and pleasant palace terraces looking over the Kidron Valley. They loved the exercise of power, and the self centred enjoyment of their wealth, and had no concept of the responsibility that came with what God had allowed them to have. Their blessing became a curse because of their attitudes. Their great palaces were desolate and their pleasant holiday homes in the countryside became ruins also. 

The places where they sinned and roared like lions at others becomes the place where four legged animals now roar and play. The final fate of Zedekiah has been prophesied a number of times already, by Jeremiah and Ezekiel, and yet he failed to heed the warnings. These people did not believe that their great wealth and power could be removed. They could not conceive of an army of 100,000 men surrounding their cities, nor could they think of their fortresses being overwhelmed by the enemy, yet they were all overwhelmed. Those who have health cannot remember being sick, and those who enjoy sinful pleasure cannot think that it will end, but it will with the bitterness of death for them all.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. IF WE LIVE LIKE AN ANIMAL WE WILL SURELY DIE LIKE ONE UNLESS WE BECOME MEN AGAIN IN HUMILITY. Lions are to be admired for their strength, but they neither earn nor deserve it, and neither do we earn or deserve anything we have, for all is from the Lord our God. 

2. TO LIVE FOR TIME ALONE IS SHORT SIGHTED. All the wealth of the world is nothing if it has no eternal value. Our context is not just our time here, and those who select this world alone are soon lost. To bring up your children to fight for money or power is foolishness to an extreme, yet so many Christian mothers focus all their energies on their children marrying well and being wealthy! 

As believers we ought to be teaching our children eternal values, not just focusing on success in time, important though that may be. Our success in time is measured by how well we have fulfilled the plan of the Lord our God for our life, not by how much money we have at the end of our short life! All we have in gold is left behind, but all that we have in spirit is with us forever. 

EZEKIEL 19:10-14

10. Thy mother is like a vine in thy blood, planted by the waters: she was fruitful and full of branches by reason of many waters. 11  And she had strong rods for the sceptres of them that bare rule, and her stature was exalted among the thick branches, and she appeared in her height with the multitude of her branches. 12  But she was plucked up in fury, she was cast down to the ground, and the east wind dried up her fruit: her strong rods were broken and withered; the fire consumed them. 13  And now she is planted in the wilderness, in a dry and thirsty ground. 14  And fire is gone out of a rod of her branches, which hath devoured her fruit, so that she hath no strong rod to be a sceptre to rule. This is a lamentation, and shall be for a lamentation.”

REFLECTION

10. Thy mother is like a vine in thy blood, planted by the waters: she was fruitful and full of branches by reason of many waters.

The figure of speech changes here, with a phrase that builds on the image that has had Bible commentators scrambling for explanations. What does the phrase, “like a vine in thy blood”, mean? If we stop and reflect upon the meanings of the words to these people we have a straight forward, if poetic, explanation. The life of all creatures is in the blood. Leviticus 17:11. 

As we have seen before and see in the BTB study on BLOOD SACRIFICE below, the life in the blood of the sacrificial animal is shed in atonement for the life of the person bringing it; life for life. The symbolism here for Ezekiel’s day is related to the first point; the life of a living creature is tied up in their blood. The mother, or origin, of the royal family, and the nation, is like a strong fruitful vine at the centre of their being (their life). Like all poetic metaphors it falls apart if you try to picture it, but it has powerful meaning if you join the concepts behind each element; here fruitfulness of the vine, and the life force of the people. 

The origin of the nation and the royal family was well rooted into the fertile soils of a land that was well watered, nourished by God to achieve his purpose in planting them there. They were part of a great and powerful plan, established by the creator of the universe, and with everything needed for it’s complete fulfilment provided in advance. The only reason for this family’s failure and the failure of the entire nation, was their disobedience to the Lord who had given them all things. Numbers 24:6-7, Deuteronomy 8:7-20, Psalms 80:8-11, Isaiah 5:1-4. 

11  And she had strong rods for the scepters of them that bare rule, and her stature was exalted among the thick branches, and she appeared in her height with the multitude of her branches.

The strong branches of the vine were the ruler’s sceptres. Now this is an interesting observation, for we have already had the fact noted by the Lord through the prophet that the vine’s wood is good for nothing except getting a fire going. If a branch of the vine becomes a sceptre for the king, what does it speak of?  Most would say here, that the many branches stand for the growth of many branches of kingly lines, and that certainly fits, but the weakness of the vine wood is to be factored in here, as it has been so specifically mentioned previously. 

Many kingly lines have emerged from the fertile soil of the Davidic line, but most have been as spiritually weak as the wood of the vine. This family has been superficially lush and beautiful, and fruitful, like a well rooted grape vine, but it’s innate weakness has also been seen through the centuries. God has provided all they need for their fruitfulness but their weakness has been the dominant aspect of their existence. They have had glory over many other families of kings and been the envy of many, but they forgot that they were only powerful “in the vine” that nourished them, and that was their favoured position in God’s plan. Romans 11:16ff. 

12  But she was plucked up in fury, she was cast down to the ground, and the east wind dried up her fruit: her strong rods were broken and withered; the fire consumed them. 13  And now she is planted in the wilderness, in a dry and thirsty ground.

For the exiles, and the royal family of Jehoiachin with them, there is the need to see where they are in the plan of God at this point. They are still the vine of the Lord, but they have been uprooted from their land and placed in another. They are still in the plan, and they will be fruitful again, but they are under discipline for their foolishness. The land around Babylon, where the people worked on the great canal system, was for parts of the year barren and desolate; it became fruitful and prosperous as the irrigation system worked upon it. The land was cleared of weeds each year by fire, then the irrigation was started and planting began for a new seasonal cycle. The very things that the people could see from their houses were being used to remind them that this was their reality, and recovery/revival begins, when God’s people see the truth.

14  And fire is gone out of a rod of her branches, which hath devoured her fruit, so that she hath no strong rod to be a sceptre to rule. This is a lamentation, and shall be for a lamentation.

They must face the full awful reality of judgment upon them, acknowledge it as God’s reasonable response to their evil and sin, and then get on with their task of bringing up the next generation in holiness so that they are ready to be restored to the land. Deuteronomy 32:22, 36-39, Psalms 89:30-45, Isaiah 27:10-11. They have had Moses, the Psalmist, and Isaiah, all telling them this truth down the centuries and now they must apply it into their lives and work differently from this point onwards, with “holiness unto the Lord” as their motto.

The fire has not come from outside. Notice that the fire emerges from the very branches of the vine. This reminds us that it was the treachery and treason of Zedekiah and his princes that led to the Babylonian invasion. Had he served the king of Babylon he and the nation would have prospered, as they later would under the Persian Empire and her rulers. It was pride and false nationalism that drove this man and his advisors to raise a rebellion they could not hope to win, even with all their allies, for God was against them. Psalms 80:8-19, Isaiah 9:18-19, Jeremiah 38:16-23. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. MAN’S WEAKNESS IS ONLY OVERCOME BY GOD’S POWER. All of us carry any rulership we have as a sceptre of vine wood. We have innate weaknesses that mean, if we do not trust the Lord alone, then we fall. He provides the power to rule and perform what he has called us to do, but we prosper and are blessed in our work only as we obey his Word and walk in his provision, through the power, and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

2. GOD’S PROVISION IS COMPLETE FOR HIS TASKINGS. If we walk in God’s pathways for our life we have everything we need. We have a power problem only when we disconnect from the power source. If we walk in the Lord’s fellowship, we have safety and security, direction and purpose, in our lives. 

TOPIC

BLOOD SACRIFICE

CHAPTER 20

EZEKIEL 20:1 – 9

“1. And it came to pass in the seventh year, in the fifth month, the tenth day of the month, that certain of the elders of Israel came to enquire of the LORD, and sat before me. 2  Then came the word of the LORD unto me, saying, 3  Son of man, speak unto the elders of Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Are ye come to enquire of me? As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will not be enquired of by you. 4  Wilt thou judge them, son of man, wilt thou judge them? cause them to know the abominations of their fathers: 5  And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day when I chose Israel, and lifted up mine hand unto the seed of the house of Jacob, and made myself known unto them in the land of Egypt, when I lifted up mine hand unto them, saying, I am the LORD your God; 6  In the day that I lifted up mine hand unto them, to bring them forth of the land of Egypt into a land that I had espied for them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands: 7  Then said I unto them, Cast ye away every man the abominations of his eyes, and defile not yourselves with the idols of Egypt: I am the LORD your God. 8  But they rebelled against me, and would not hearken unto me: they did not every man cast away the abominations of their eyes, neither did they forsake the idols of Egypt: then I said, I will pour out my fury upon them, to accomplish my anger against them in the midst of the land of Egypt. 9  But I wrought for my name's sake, that it should not be polluted before the heathen, among whom they were, in whose sight I made myself known unto them, in bringing them forth out of the land of Egypt.”

REFLECTION

1. And it came to pass in the seventh year, in the fifth month, the tenth day of the month, that certain of the elders of Israel came to enquire of the LORD, and sat before me.

To know truth, you must seek for it. Those who claim to love truth but do not seek for it deceive themselves. Matthew 7:7-14. The elders of the exile approach the prophet again and sit before him, recognizing that he is God’s man and they seek a word from the Lord from him. We all need to “sit at the feet” of those who serve the Word of God to us; and this means we need to hear accurate and systematic teaching of God’s Word. 

The clock is ticking for Judah by this day. The rebellion is already planned and the early moves towards disaster have begun in Jerusalem. The reign of Zedekiah was eleven years, the siege of Jerusalem lasted just over two years. We are three years at most from the start of open rebellion and the slide to destruction. The clock of national life is running down, but there is hope, for the people in the exile seek the counsel of God. It will be the fifth month that will see the burning of the great Temple of Solomon and the entire city. On this very day that the elders sit before the prophet, in five years time, the people who have survived the siege will be starting to trudge their weary way towards Babylon to join these men in exile.

2  Then came the word of the LORD unto me, saying, 3  Son of man, speak unto the elders of Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Are ye come to enquire of me? As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will not be enquired of by you.

These people are coming to hear the words from the Lord to comfort them and that is good, but they have yet to fully confront the reality of their situation, and see the awfulness of their father’s and their own sins. They have yet to confront the truth about why they are here! Seven years into the exile they have not fully accepted yet that they deserved this, and they resent their king for surrendering and their God for abandoning them. They have not seen that the exile is God’s means of restarting the nation from the best and most intelligent of the people, but they need to fully face the truth first. 2 Kings 24:15-16.  

4  Wilt thou judge them, son of man, wilt thou judge them? cause them to know the abominations of their fathers: 5  And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day when I chose Israel, and lifted up mine hand unto the seed of the house of Jacob, and made myself known unto them in the land of Egypt, when I lifted up mine hand unto them, saying, I am the LORD your God;

The prophet’s task is to cause them to understand the truth about the reasons behind their judgment. They need to see that their father’s sins were not “little things” but real “abominations” to God. They need to see that the holiness of the Lord demands real holiness of life on the part of his people. They must confront their sin and that of their fathers, so that they reject, in their generation, everything that even faintly resembles the sins of those who went before them. 

They need to really understand their history, from the first days of the Exodus to these first years of the Exile. They need to see and understand that they have suffered because of justice, not in spite of it! They need to see that their entire history is a story of deceit and betrayal of the Lord their God, and that even though they have failed, He remains faithful. 

The Psalmist Asaph sums this up as part of the breakthrough of understanding that will occur. Psalms 78:6ff. He begins the Psalm by saying that this is a breakthrough in understanding and one they must pass onto their children, lest they repeat past failures. Daniel breaks through also many years after this and writes his thoughts in Daniel 9:1ff, for the Lord gives him the understanding of the prophecies of Jeremiah at that time. David had seen this hundreds of years before the days of Exile and given them the solution through repentance. Psalms 103:6-17.

6  In the day that I lifted up mine hand unto them, to bring them forth of the land of Egypt into a land that I had espied for them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands: 7  Then said I unto them, Cast ye away every man the abominations of his eyes, and defile not yourselves with the idols of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

At the time they left Egypt they were told to rid themselves of all the vestiges of idolatry from that land. They were to take all their “good luck” charms and little god statues that they had started to venerate and destroy them all. They were to take the earrings from their ears and destroy them, as they were signs of devotion to the gods of Egypt. They were to totally separate themselves from all reality and even from all appearance of evil. Their failure to do this led to the rebellion under Aaron with the Golden Calf, made of their earrings! Exodus 32:1-7. 

They were challenged to reject idolatry and all the appearance of it from their lives and culture. They then did bring forth an offering to the Lord of all the jewellery that they had and it was fashioned into the Ark and furniture and clothing for the Tabernacle. Exodus 35:20ff. Another one was given in Numbers 32:48-54. They were to be holy before the Lord and that meant active separation from all evil. The Exiles are yet to fully understand this. Leviticus 20:7, 22-27, Deuteronomy 30:15-16.   

8  But they rebelled against me, and would not hearken unto me: they did not every man cast away the abominations of their eyes, neither did they forsake the idols of Egypt: then I said, I will pour out my fury upon them, to accomplish my anger against them in the midst of the land of Egypt. 9  But I wrought for my name's sake, that it should not be polluted before the heathen, among whom they were, in whose sight I made myself known unto them, in bringing them forth out of the land of Egypt.

The reason for God’s actions against his people is given here; he acts to protect his own name and reputation, and thereby protect the Gospel message. It is not arrogance or pride that makes God move, but his desire to keep the holy message pure and clear for others that leads to God’s judgment of sinners. If sin or evil is tolerated then the saving message is dulled and diluted, and so people are lost. 

Mercy has limits, or else the truth itself is lost to evil. The people of God cannot be left to pollute his name, or the testimony of his name will be lost. He is the Saviour, Creator God, and if he does not act to protect his holy name, he will be unable to assist those who depend upon his holiness for their deliverance. 

The success of the plan, and our confidence in the plan, depends upon the Lord’s consistency in matters of truth and justice. We can depend upon the Lord, for he will ALWAYS act in accordance with his character and plan to achieve holy results. Mercy is provided within the plan and when the time limit for its operation is up, judgment unfolds; all in accordance with God’s perfect character and plan. 

God will not share his people with idols, and he has made that clear from the beginning. If we wish to pollute our lives, then he will tenderly, and then more and more strongly discipline us to bring us back to holiness, but finally we will be eliminated from the earthly phase of the plan (Sin Unto Death – refer to page 10 above to the BTB study). He had power to deliver and he did, but that same power was turned against them when they rebelled and polluted his holy name. God will not have that!  

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THERE ARE ONLY TWO SIDES OF HISTORY. We are either on God’s side or under the steam roller of his purpose. We are either with him or we are rolled over by the plan. God’s plan WILL work out and we are called to be a part of its victory, not casualties of it. God’s purpose is clear; it is our blessing, but it will only be received his way, for he has made us, and his way alone works forever. 

2. GOD WILL NOT SHARE HIS GLORY WITH ANOTHER. If we select the ways of the enemy and play with evil, then the Lord’s presence will be quenched within us and the fire of blessing will go out. Repentance alone will restore us. God will not share his glory with another. He wants to be acknowledged for the truth of his person and work and will share us with no other power. 

We are called to holy lives, for only then can his power flow freely and we be blessed and empowered as we are meant to be. Let us not be surprised at this any more than we are surprised if a petrol car fails to work on diesel! If a car is designed to work on one fuel that is the only fuel that it is meant to use. If a person foolishly uses another, which they are free to do, then the car will fail to work at all, and will need repair and cleaning out. Just so with us! Let us preach this powerfully, for God’s people need constantly to be reminded of this.

EZEKIEL 20:10-17 

10.  Wherefore I caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and brought them into the wilderness. 11  And I gave them my statutes, and shewed them my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them. 12  Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that they might know that I am the LORD that sanctify them. 13  But the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wilderness: they walked not in my statutes, and they despised my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them; and my sabbaths they greatly polluted: then I said, I would pour out my fury upon them in the wilderness, to consume them. 14  But I wrought for my name's sake, that it should not be polluted before the heathen, in whose sight I brought them out. 15  Yet also I lifted up my hand unto them in the wilderness, that I would not bring them into the land which I had given them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands; 16  Because they despised my judgments, and walked not in my statutes, but polluted my sabbaths: for their heart went after their idols. 17  Nevertheless mine eye spared them from destroying them, neither did I make an end of them in the wilderness.”

REFLECTION

10.  Wherefore I caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and brought them into the wilderness.  11  And I gave them my statutes, and shewed them my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them.

God brought them out of Egypt and when they were safe in the desert, with Pharaoh’s army dead behind them he settled them by Mount Horeb and gave them his Law by the hands of Moses. Exodus 14:13-14, 15:26, 20:2, 20. They had been delivered and were then shown how to stay in the place of blessing through obedience to the standards of their deliverer. The words of the Law were clear for them to understand; if they kept the laws of God they would live and be blessed. The Law was for blessing, but for all who broke it’s provisions there was judgment of death upon that person. Exodus 21:12-17. Nehemiah reflects upon these things in Nehemiah 9:13ff, and reminds himself and the people he leads that they have a holy obligation to keep the Law and so live before God as they are meant to. Psalms 147:19-20.

12  Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that they might know that I am the LORD that sanctify them. 13  But the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wilderness: they walked not in my statutes, and they despised my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them; and my sabbaths they greatly polluted: then I said, I would pour out my fury upon them in the wilderness, to consume them.

The Sabbaths were given as feasts and reminders of grace. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study on SABBATH AND THE LORD’S DAY, and also FEASTS OF ISRAEL. There was not simply the weekly Sabbath, but also a number of feasts that were all considered “Sabbaths” to remember God’s work on their behalf and were their regular opportunity to express thanks and worship the one who had given them so much. 

They perverted these remembrances of grace into legalism and hypocrisy, so that the feast was celebrated and then they went off to the pagan shrines and carried on there. These were meant to be at least weekly reminders that they were special as a people, and were set apart to worship the Lord alone, but they had perverted them all. To go against the direction of the Lord is to despise his law and intent and as such is to pollute truth with error. They came close to total destruction on the Exodus march itself and many, many times since. Exodus 16:27-28, 19:5-6, 32:7-13, Numbers 16:23-35.

14  But I wrought for my name's sake, that it should not be polluted before the heathen, in whose sight I brought them out. 15  Yet also I lifted up my hand unto them in the wilderness, that I would not bring them into the land which I had given them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands;

All things that happened were “not about them”, but occurred because they were a reflection of the plan, purpose and person of God. We can get very self centred about things when we walk in the Lord’s service and expect things are happening because of us; either our sins, our wonderful obedience, or some other thing we have done. Nothing is about us in fact, it is all about him and his work! 

Once we get hold of this fact we can relax in our service of the Lord, for we see that we are, in the place of obedience, always receiving what his grace can give us, irrespective of what we “deserve” either way. God’s main concern regarding his people, and why he judges us harshly if we walk after paganism, is related to our role as his light bearers. We are here to ornament the Gospel message and carry it purely, so the Lord must move against us if we act in a way to bring discredit upon the message, or ruin the gospel as far as the unbelievers are concerned. 

God values the lost and seeks for them a clear view of the message of the Cross and Empty Tomb. If we obscure that message we enter the place of judgment. When the Exodus generation proved itself unsuitable to receive the blessings of the land the Lord delayed their entry until all over twenty who had left Egypt had died. They were denied blessing because they failed to follow through on the obedience the Lord demanded. 

Their children entered the land, but they didn’t. It will be the same message for the people of Ezekiel’s generation. A man like Daniel will see the whole period and will die in his late eighties or nineties, having been in the first deportation, and having seen the second and third deportations, and then finally the returnees leave Babylon for the journey back. The children of the people who sit with Ezekiel will return, but these elders will all die, just as their ancestors did, in the desert. Numbers 14:20-35. 

They must accept their judgment, as the Exodus generation had to accept theirs, and teach their children not to make their mistakes. Correct action begins with correct understanding of the point you are beginning from. These people need to see that they are here for life and must relax and get on with the business of training the next generation to be better than they were. Hebrews 3:7-19 – 4:12. The writer to the Hebrews identifies the issues for ourselves and the need to magnify the Word of God and apply it into our lives, for he sees that these people, did not “mix the Word with faith”.

16  Because they despised my judgments, and walked not in my statutes, but polluted my sabbaths: for their heart went after their idols. 17  Nevertheless mine eye spared them from destroying them, neither did I make an end of them in the wilderness.

Many people today say to one another, “Oh, if only we were there with Moses, and had seen those things, we would not have fallen like the Israelites did”. Exodus 32:1-8. Those people deceive themselves, for they forget that all the people of the Exodus had lived in Egypt for all their lives. They had been surrounded by the religion and behaviours of the Egyptians, just as we can be that of Hollywood through saturation of the media. They loved and longed for Egypt and all it stood for.  What do we long for?  Do we long for more Bible study at the church, or more entertaining television?
It took days for the Lord to get the Israelites out of Egypt, but forty years to get Egypt out of the Israelites. God often has the same problem with us, for we hanker after the things of this world. It is all too easy to be distracted by the lists of the things of this world and so be led astray from the truth to chase pleasures that will not last. The saddest verses of Paul’s last letter speak of his men leaving him as he faces the ultimate pressure of his coming execution, but they also speak of his great confidence in the Lord’s deliverance, even though it is deliverance directly into heaven. 2 Timothy 4:10-18.

Where is our heart’s deepest desire focused? What do we long for most? It is our answer to these questions that tells us whether we will be serving the Lord or our bellies (our Old Sin Nature)! Romans 16:17-18, 1 Corinthians 6:13, Philippians 3:17-21, (look at the EBCWA Commentary on these and surrounding verses). Refer to the BTB study on SIN – OLD SIN NATURE, and also FRUIT OF THE OLD SIN NATURE. 

The person’s life tells us who and what they truly worship, for the fruit of the life betrays the source of their power and the object of their greatest desire. These people worshipped their own lusts and that led them directly to the gods of Egypt, not the God of the Universe. Amos 5:21-27, Acts 7:37-53. 

God could have ended their destiny in the wilderness, but in response to Moses prayers, and in accordance with the divine plan, they were spared and became the nation they were meant to be. They suffered the “Sin Unto Death”, as we have seen above, but they still had a destiny, and that was to bring up their children to be better people than they were. They were at least obedient in this and so their children entered the Promised Land.  Psalms 78:32-43, Jeremiah 4:27, 5:18-25.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. WHAT WE SURROUND OURSELVES BY WILL INFLUENCE OUR LIFE PATH. We need to guard our eyes from the magazines, television, internet, and radio messages that can draw us away from our love for the Lord and our obedience to his holy standards. The enemy’s strategy is deception and distraction and with subtlety he draws us away unless we garrison our hearts and minds with Bible doctrine. Satan delights in self centred people, for then his deceiving work is achieved in their lives! Let us preach, teach and live with Christ-centeredness as our theme and life goal. 

2. CHURCH SERVICES ARE MEANT TO BE WEEKLY REMINDERS OF GRACE AND TRUTH.   Let us ensure that we meet often, and open the Word of God often together. Only as we take truth into our lives will we squeeze error out. If we do not walk in the power of the Holy Spirit, the deceptive spirit of this world will lead us off the path of God for us. Let us urge God’s people to be doers of his Word, not ignorers of it, or hearers only.

EZEKIEL 20:18-26 

“18. But I said unto their children in the wilderness, Walk ye not in the statutes of your fathers, neither observe their judgments, nor defile yourselves with their idols: 19  I am the LORD your God; walk in my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do them; 20  And hallow my sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between me and you, that ye may know that I am the LORD your God. 21  Notwithstanding the children rebelled against me: they walked not in my statutes, neither kept my judgments to do them, which if a man do, he shall even live in them; they polluted my sabbaths: then I said, I would pour out my fury upon them, to accomplish my anger against them in the wilderness. 22  Nevertheless I withdrew mine hand, and wrought for my name's sake, that it should not be polluted in the sight of the heathen, in whose sight I brought them forth. 23  I lifted up mine hand unto them also in the wilderness, that I would scatter them among the heathen, and disperse them through the countries; 24  Because they had not executed my judgments, but had despised my statutes, and had polluted my sabbaths, and their eyes were after their fathers' idols. 25  Wherefore I gave them also statutes that were not good, and judgments whereby they should not live; 26  And I polluted them in their own gifts, in that they caused to pass through the fire all that openeth the womb, that I might make them desolate, to the end that they might know that I am the LORD.”

REFLECTION

18. But I said unto their children in the wilderness, Walk ye not in the statutes of your fathers, neither observe their judgments, nor defile yourselves with their idols: 19  I am the LORD your God; walk in my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do them;

The Exodus generation failed, and the Lord turned his attention to the children of those people and gave them the order to obey, just as he had to their parents. The parents did not accept the word of the Lord to them, and even though the ten lying spies died immediately, they tried to go up and seize the land. Numbers 14:28-45. The words of the Lord to them were carefully and fully restated by Moses to the second generation, just as he had spoken to the first. Deuteronomy 4:1ff. 

The order regarding idolatry was clearly made to these people as it was to all of God’s people down the ages.  All forms of idolatry were forbidden. The use of any idols was to be fled from as it defiled the people who worshipped at that place. All worship of any thing other than the Lord their God rendered the people who so worshipped unfit for the Lord’s service. They were made dirty by such things. The power of verse two is that it reminds them that the one who made and delivered them has the right to give them orders. Exodus 20:1-3, Deuteronomy 5:1-7, Jeremiah 3:21-25. 

They were ordered to be ruthless towards the pagan nations that dwelt in the land and to despise their idolatry; their culture and belief system was to be utterly destroyed. If they failed to obey in this matter, there would be a snare to them for all their history. Deuteronomy 7:1-19, Psalms 81:8-10. If they repented however, turning away from all their evil, then they would be blessed again, just as their father’s had been blessed. Psalms 19:7-14.

20  And hallow my sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between me and you, that ye may know that I am the LORD your God. 21  Notwithstanding the children rebelled against me: they walked not in my statutes, neither kept my judgments to do them, which if a man do, he shall even live in them; they polluted my sabbaths: then I said, I would pour out my fury upon them, to accomplish my anger against them in the wilderness.

With total commitment to the way of the Lord, and total rejection of the pagan ways around them, they would be blessed and receive the blessing of the land. They would be a sign to the nations around about them, and a light to the world. This was their calling from the beginning, and remained so until their Messiah was “cut off”. It would be 750 years until they would be “set aside”; such was God’s on-gong grace towards them. All this will be made clear to them through the prophet Daniel within fifty years of Ezekiel’s words here. Daniel 9:24-26. 

The Sabbath rest was a unique celebration amongst the nations. No other nation took a full day every week to remember and worship their God. The very unique nature of this made it a sign to the nations for their entire history; it set them apart. Sabbath keeping was the sign to the nations of their special relationship with God, and was the sign to themselves of that relationship. Sabbath keeping as the set aside worship day was meant to be uniquely Jewish. Refer again to the BTB study of SABBATH AND THE LORD’S DAY below. Even this special celebration and remembrance of God’s grace and provision for them was polluted within years of its institution. Numbers 21:4ff, 25:1-8, Deuteronomy 9:20-29. Moses reminded the people of their parents and their own sins, in order to draw them away from repeating evil. 

22  Nevertheless I withdrew mine hand, and wrought for my name's sake, that it should not be polluted in the sight of the heathen, in whose sight I brought them forth.

Once again we are reminded, as the people who heard Ezekiel’s words were, that the Lord has acted in grace, for his name’s sake, for he would not have his name associated with evil and thereby the truth be polluted by error. God wants all his people to shine as lights of truth and purity before the heathen, and if they refused, then they had to be judged, for the Gospel’s sake, that the testimony to the truth might not be lost with their rebellion against it. Psalms 106:28-33. 

23  I lifted up mine hand unto them also in the wilderness, that I would scatter them among the heathen, and disperse them through the countries; 24  Because they had not executed my judgments, but had despised my statutes, and had polluted my Sabbaths, and their eyes were after their fathers' idols.

The words of warning of ultimate judgment were uttered in the wilderness itself upon the people. Moses made clear, through his clear teaching on “the five cycles of discipline” that the Lord’s punishment would finally involve deportation from the land of promise and yet even then there was grace and mercy and they would return, after they had repented of their evil. Leviticus 26:14-45, Deuteronomy 28:15-68. The Deuteronomy passage ends with a description by Moses around 1450 BC of the events that would end their ancient history in 70 AD. 

If people doubt the total accuracy of biblical prophecy, then they need to read Moses’ words and then read an account of the siege of Jerusalem in 67-70 AD and then shake in their boots, for the Lord God of Israel is the Lord of all! Those who mock the character, justice and plan of God stand on the wrong side of history, and they will fall, as all who have mocked God fall.

25  Wherefore I gave them also statutes that were not good, and judgments whereby they should not live; 26  And I polluted them in their own gifts, in that they caused to pass through the fire all that openeth the womb, that I might make them desolate, to the end that they might know that I am the LORD.

They were determined to disobey and rebel and so they were left with the consequences of their own actions and choices. God’s judgment upon them was in accordance with the exercise of their free will. They hated God and his statutes, and so they were left with the evil statutes of the pagan gods they had preferred. God forced them to confront the consequences of their actions. It is in this sense that the Lord tells them, “he gave them” these evils. They chose them, and so the Lord made them face the full enormity of their choices. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. EACH GENERATION STANDS ALONE WITH THE CONSEQUENCES OF IT’S OWN VOLITION. We all make our choices and must front up to their results. God calls each of us to stand for truth and obey his commands; let us urge the people to God to live as the people of God.


2. WE ARE TO BE HOLINESS TO THE LORD. These people were to keep their Sabbaths and be visibly different, and so are we to be different from our pagan neighbours. NO POLLUTION in life!

3. THERE IS TO BE NO COMPROMISE WITH EVIL. We are to walk with vigour away from all appearance of evil. There is to be no compromise with the enemy; we are called to resist the devil, not negotiate with him or his people. We give the Gospel message and we live the truth, thereby ornamenting the Gospel message with the fruit of the Holy Spirit, but we do not change the truth, for then it can only become a lie.

4. BIBLICAL PROPHECY HAS A 100% ACCURACY RATING. We are to stand in awe of the Lord, and we are to preach this truth clearly and strongly. The Bible needs no weak defending, it needs strong proclamation, for it is truth, and it has been proved down the centuries as such.

EZEKIEL 20:27-38 

27. Therefore, son of man, speak unto the house of Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Yet in this your fathers have blasphemed me, in that they have committed a trespass against me. 28  For when I had brought them into the land, for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to them, then they saw every high hill, and all the thick trees, and they offered there their sacrifices, and there they presented the provocation of their offering: there also they made their sweet savour, and poured out there their drink offerings. 29  Then I said unto them, What is the high place whereunto ye go? And the name whereof is called Bamah unto this day. 30  Wherefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Are ye polluted after the manner of your fathers? and commit ye whoredom after their abominations? 31  For when ye offer your gifts, when ye make your sons to pass through the fire, ye pollute yourselves with all your idols, even unto this day: and shall I be enquired of by you, O house of Israel? As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will not be enquired of by you. 32  And that which cometh into your mind shall not be at all, that ye say, We will be as the heathen, as the families of the countries, to serve wood and stone. 33  As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you: 34  And I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out. 35  And I will bring you into the wilderness of the people, and there will I plead with you face to face. 36  Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith the Lord GOD. 37  And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant: 38  And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me: I will bring them forth out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.”

REFLECTION

27. Therefore, son of man, speak unto the house of Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Yet in this your fathers have blasphemed me, in that they have committed a trespass against me. 28  For when I had brought them into the land, for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to them, then they saw every high hill, and all the thick trees, and they offered there their sacrifices, and there they presented the provocation of their offering: there also they made their sweet savour, and poured out there their drink offerings.

For all the reasons above, the fore-fathers of not only the Exodus generation, but also the one that Ezekiel now faces, have all blasphemed against the Lord, and broken his holy Law. These verses pass over the entire settlement time in the land of Israel, for the entire period has been one of compromise with evil, with short bursts of obedience, and so the Lord will no longer be inquired of them concerning truth, for they have had enough warning of the importance of following the truth and departing from the life style of the lie. Romans 2:21-24, Revelation 13:5-10. 

In their choices they have consistently taken the “dragon’s path” rather than the Lord’s path for them, and their worship has not been as pure as they were called to make it. They had the overwhelming desire to fit in, whereas God wanted them to stand out. We must challenge ourselves on this matter repeatedly also, and not just at the Communion Table. 1 Corinthians 11:27-32, 2 Corinthians 13:5. Also refer to Psalms 4:4-5, 26:2ff, Proverbs 17:3.

29  Then I said unto them, What is the high place whereunto ye go? And the name whereof is called Bamah unto this day. 30  Wherefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Are ye polluted after the manner of your fathers? and commit ye whoredom after their abominations?

Their pagan religions were basically quite pleasant and social things; more like parties than church. They were not always sexually immoral, nor did they all involve child sacrifice, but over time they normally led to both evils.  Compromise is subtle, for initially it is only on minor matters, but then more and more is asked or suggested and finally there is no truth left. This generation, who had seen the revival of Josiah and seen his judgment of the high places (Bamah – is the word for a high place, whose etymology means “go there”), and their priests, still went back to them in secret, for they loved the rituals of the pagan gods, for they had the relaxed pleasantness that the Temple lacked. 

The Temple was solemn and serious, and the blood flowed over the altar, and the sounds of bleating animals and flies were terrible. It was meant to be this way, for the Temple sacrifices spoke of the reality of sin and it’s effect separating man from God, and the need for blood to be shed to redeem mankind.  It was not pleasant at all as a sacrificial system, although the hymns, psalms, and prayers were wonderful to hear.   There was an awfulness about remembering the cost of sin, and there still is!   Worship, even today, after the Cross and Empty Tomb, will have moments that are very uncomfortable as we face our sins and deal with them before the Lord.
Paganism has always been more pleasant that truth, for it ignores sin and looks for nice, bloodless ways to commune face to face with the creator, who is worshipped for all his goodness in nature. All the nature religions have this pleasantness, for they all ignore the reality of sin, and by doing this they deny the only true door to the creator; for he must be our Saviour first! Refer to the BTB for a study of CHRIST – I AM, also refer to the other studies in that section, MEDIATOR, and also SACRIFICE OF CHRIST.

31  For when ye offer your gifts, when ye make your sons to pass through the fire, ye pollute yourselves with all your idols, even unto this day: and shall I be enquired of by you, O house of Israel? As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will not be enquired of by you. 32  And that which cometh into your mind shall not be at all, that ye say, We will be as the heathen, as the families of the countries, to serve wood and stone.

They had gone all the way in their paganism, even to child sacrifice. Their religious dalliance had started with simple gifts being offered, but soon got to open worship of idols and the giving of their children to them. The worst thing of all was that the sins of their fathers had continued in this generation even “unto this day”; the very day they had come to sit before Ezekiel a number of them, if not all, had been to idol worship, or would be going later. 

God saw their compromise and openly rebukes it. They have desired to be “just like the heathen nations”. They wanted to fit in, but God wants them to stand out with the Gospel message! They have desired the prosperity and pleasantness of their pagan neighbours, with the parties and fun of the heathen. They want to just fit in and get along with everyone. 

This remains the enemy’s main strategy towards believers; he seeks their Gospel fervour to die and for them to become pleasantly lukewarm rather than hot for the truth. Satan works to make believers seek a tranquil life, with wealth, power, or fun as their goals; for once he has got our eyes off the Lord’s daily orders for this world, he has captured us and destroyed our impact. He has put our light under his bushel of false and fleeting prosperity. Matthew 5:14-16.

33  As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you: 34  And I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out.

The Lord will not see his people head down this path without severe discipline to bring them back to the truth. Hebrews 12:1-15. If we do not run our race in righteousness, we will walk the path of sorrow in divine discipline. Jeremiah had warned of the same judgment. Jeremiah 21:3-6, 42:18, 44:2-6. 

God will rule over them again as their sole king and Saviour, and then he will re-gather them from all the places he has scattered them through the years. With the same furious power he will deliver them from those who would harm them and restored them to their land. They are being judged by God in holy power, and they will be restored in that same awesome power.

35  And I will bring you into the wilderness of the people, and there will I plead with you face to face. 36  Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith the Lord GOD.

Their exile will be a time like that of the Egyptian captivity, where the Lord will plead with them to repent, and turn from their old paths and find the truth afresh. They will do this over time and when their children return to the land, it will be to worship the Lord in truth. Exodus 32:7-14, Numbers 11, 14, 16, 25, Psalms 106:13ff.

37  And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant: 38  And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me: I will bring them forth out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.

God will use the shepherd’s staff (rod) to sort, check and care for his flock. The shepherds of old would cause their sheep to pass under their staff as they went into the fold for the night; to check their condition, count them and ensure all were there, and protect them as they went in from too much haste and therefore from injury. This is how the Lord will deal with them; as a shepherd does his sheep. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study, CHRIST – SHEPHERD.

They will first be re-entered into the “bond of covenant”. That means to be re-entered into their obligations to the Mosaic Law, that they are this time to keep fully. There will be two categories of people taken from the foreign lands into which they scattered or were taken; some will be restored to serve the Lord, and some will be taken from the lands into which they fled and be executed by the Babylonians (those who fled to Egypt, Moab and Edom are in this category). They fled the Babylonians, but also they tried to flee the justice of God, in order to continue their paganism. There is no place safe from the justice of God for them.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD IS OUR SHEPHERD. We are protected and guarded from evil. The only danger we get into is as we walk away from the one who is the lover of our soul.

2. GOD IS PATIENT WITH US. We are kept safer than is possible to be conceived of any other way, for we are under his special care. We receive his grace and mercy, but must accept his discipline and be corrected or else we will enter the place of disaster. 

3. PLEASANTNESS IS NOT NECESSARILY HOLINESS. All the pagan religions were pleasant up to a point. The danger of the enemy is the danger of deception; where evil appears to be a variety of good. We are to be different to our pagan neighbours and when we start to resemble them in thought, act and faith we must be concerned. Let us urge the Lord’s people to examine themselves often, lest they fall into gross sin without seeing the darkness of the path ahead of them.

EZEKIEL 20:39–49.

“39. As for you, O house of Israel, thus saith the Lord GOD; Go ye, serve ye every one his idols, and hereafter also, if ye will not hearken unto me: but pollute ye my holy name no more with your gifts, and with your idols. 40  For in mine holy mountain, in the mountain of the height of Israel, saith the Lord GOD, there shall all the house of Israel, all of them in the land, serve me: there will I accept them, and there will I require your offerings, and the firstfruits of your oblations, with all your holy things. 41  I will accept you with your sweet savour, when I bring you out from the people, and gather you out of the countries wherein ye have been scattered; and I will be sanctified in you before the heathen. 42  And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall bring you into the land of Israel, into the country for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to your fathers. 43  And there shall ye remember your ways, and all your doings, wherein ye have been defiled; and ye shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for all your evils that ye have committed. 44  And ye shall know that I am the LORD when I have wrought with you for my name's sake, not according to your wicked ways, nor according to your corrupt doings, O ye house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD. 45  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 46  Son of man, set thy face toward the south, and drop thy word toward the south, and prophesy against the forest of the south field; 47  And say to the forest of the south, Hear the word of the LORD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will kindle a fire in thee, and it shall devour every green tree in thee, and every dry tree: the flaming flame shall not be quenched, and all faces from the south to the north shall be burned therein. 48  And all flesh shall see that I the LORD have kindled it: it shall not be quenched. 49  Then said I, Ah Lord GOD! they say of me, Doth he not speak parables?”

REFLECTION

39. As for you, O house of Israel, thus saith the Lord GOD; Go ye, serve ye every one his idols, and hereafter also, if ye will not hearken unto me: but pollute ye my holy name no more with your gifts, and with your idols. 40  For in mine holy mountain, in the mountain of the height of Israel, saith the Lord GOD, there shall all the house of Israel, all of them in the land, serve me: there will I accept them, and there will I require your offerings, and the firstfruits of your oblations, with all your holy things.

If people are determined to serve their idols the Lord invites them to do it thoroughly. If you are going to be a pagan be one! If you select the path of the world then at least get some joy out of your miserable life, but remember it will be spiritually miserable, for there is no lasting joy away from the Lord! Psalms 81:11-16, Hosea 4:16-19, Amos 4:4-6. 

They practised idolatry everywhere and anywhere and yet thought they could then come before the Lord their God and worship him and receive his blessing; the Lord’s word is, his way alone, or no way at all! There was one place and one place only to worship the Lord in Israel, and there was only this place for the sacrifices to be brought, and that was what was to become the Temple Mount, and until they came back to God in truth, he would not hear them, but the second they returned in truth with all their heart, they would be heard, restored and blessed.  Honest repentance was all that was required.

41  I will accept you with your sweet savour, when I bring you out from the people, and gather you out of the countries wherein ye have been scattered; and I will be sanctified in you before the heathen. 42  And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall bring you into the land of Israel, into the country for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to your fathers.

They will be accepted when they come before the Lord properly, but not before. They will be accepted on their return, and he will be satisfied with their offerings, brought then in accordance with his commands. It is obedience only that the Lord requires of them. They will fully recognize that the Lord is their God when they return to the land from which they were cast because of their sins. Once again Ezekiel backs up the prophetic words of Jeremiah. Jeremiah 23:3, 24:7, 30:3, 18, 32:37. 

Isaiah and the other prophets had also predicted this, but the false prophets were saying that its fulfilment would be soon, whereas Ezekiel, backing Jeremiah tells the truth of the long captivity. Isaiah 11, Micah 7:7ff. This land is their land, given securely to their fathers and the title deeds are with God, not the United Nations. The nations of the world may try to get Israel out of the land, but they will not now, because their final return is preparation for the return of the Lord and he will rescue them from their enemies. 

The final act of history is already written, and the present phase of world history will end with the Lord’s return to judge the earth. We are either on God’s side, or we are on the side of the enemy, and he will be defeated. The land of Israel was given to the Israelites and God will not help those who try to take it off them; they are doomed. Hitler failed, when he had the power and might to succeed, and all who follow him need to learn from history before they also disappear from the stage of history. Deuteronomy 32:10-12, Psalms 17:8-15.  

43  And there shall ye remember your ways, and all your doings, wherein ye have been defiled; and ye shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for all your evils that ye have committed. 44  And ye shall know that I am the LORD when I have wrought with you for my name's sake, not according to your wicked ways, nor according to your corrupt doings, O ye house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD.

As they re-enter the land they will remember their father’s sins and be ashamed that their sins led to such a judgment as their generation has witnessed. They will truly be ashamed of themselves and genuinely confront their sins in the heart felt confession, just as Moses had prophesied 800 years before. Leviticus 26:39-41. 

We do not hear any encouragement to “self loathing” in today’s psychologically driven world, yet true loathing of the Old Sin Nature will keep us safe from it’s temptations. If we do not hate sin, we will cuddle up to it over time. We flee from honest confrontation with the truth about evil, instead of fleeing the evil! Let us not make the error of these people, let us not be politically correct in our language and morally bankrupt in our behaviours. 

Genuine sorrow at sin and it’s cost is bona fide and helpful for us all. It is lack of seriousness that has the biggest danger of leading us away rather than depression that is worked through to salvation and deliverance. Nehemiah 1:4-11, Zechariah 12:10-14. The final repentance of Israel will be a solitary thing for all the people, as each faces their sin alone and weeps for the history of their nation, and sees finally what it could have been, had they only faced the truth earlier.  Psalms 79:8-13, 115:1-3.

45  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 46  Son of man, set thy face toward the south, and drop thy word toward the south, and prophesy against the forest of the south field; 47  And say to the forest of the south, Hear the word of the LORD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will kindle a fire in thee, and it shall devour every green tree in thee, and every dry tree: the flaming flame shall not be quenched, and all faces from the south to the north shall be burned therein.

What is “the forest of the south field”? As we look into the verses below we will see the prophet’s picture is of the nation of Judah, the Southern Kingdom, is the forest and the people are the trees. It is a reminder that when in doubt about interpretations of poetic things, always look into the context and allow the passage to interpret itself. Jeremiah 22:6-9. Before they are restored there will be a total burning away of all they built up. Their forest of blessing will be totally consumed before they are restored.  They have got to a place where they cannot be reformed, but must be totally judged, all the old works of sin removed, and then totally spiritually rebuilt. 

48  And all flesh shall see that I the LORD have kindled it: it shall not be quenched. 49  Then said I, Ah Lord GOD! they say of me, Doth he not speak parables?

Once the total impact of the Lord’s work is seen all will see it was indeed the Lord who destroyed them and who has restored them. It is only with hind sight that they see the truth as they need to, but all will see it. At this point the prophet has to face their blank looks, for none understand him. The Lord had this same reaction in his own day and explained their bafflement in terms of their spiritual blindness. Matthew 13:10-17, John 16:25-33. The Holy Spirit is always able to break through the spiritual blindness of Satan, but if people do not want to change, then they can resist that, and must pay the price of such resistance.  

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. SELF LOATHING IS NOT DESTRUCTIVE – IF THERE IS SOMETHING TO BE LOATHED! We can fool ourselves and destroy our own happiness, and until we loath the destructive idea, though or action we will be moving steadily towards disaster. We need to seriously loath our Old Sin Nature and all it’s wicked works. God hasn’t called us to fun, he has called us to joy! We need to move the Lord’s people away from trite and empty foolish “fun”, and towards the true satisfaction of the joy of the Lord.

2. DO NOT RESIST THE HOLY SPIRIT. We can quench or grieve the Holy Spirit by sin and evil in our life. We are to warn the people of the Lord to audit their lives regularly and resist all evil and flee from all temptations to sin.

3. REPENTANCE NEEDS TO BE TOTAL. Half hearted measures are things God hates! We are confronted with the need for total honesty and real energy being used. Let us call the Lord’s people to “get hot” for God and deal with the distractions of modern life that have produced the sickly lukewarm feeling of many churches. Refer to the EBCWA book on REVIVAL on the current CD.
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