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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (1 John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (1 Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).

© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 2004 - PO Box 163 Armadale Western Australia 6992
Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au and www.http://ebcwa.free.org.nz  for weekly messages.

For further information contact Dr Peter Moses at PO Box 163 Armadale WA 6992 or email Brian Huggett brianhuggett@bigpond.com.au
We encourage you to freely copy and distribute these materials to your Pastor and friends. You only, need written permission from EBCWA if you intend using the materials in publications for resale. We encourage wide distribution freely!
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BTB
ECCLESIASTES 

INTRODUCTION

Many commentators have found this little book hard to handle, as it appears to give human viewpoint rather than directly teaching Bible Doctrines to build up the saints.  It would be a humorous observation regarding such men to note that this is certainly not a book for stupid people who are not prepared to think, for it is about the pointlessness of the stupidity of human viewpoint.  It is not however a straight forward didactic sermon, or series of sermons.  It teaches the truth by showing the pointless stupidity of the lies that men cling to in their rejection of God. It demonstrates that life without the divine viewpoint is indeed pointless, but it does so in a literary way that baffles people who want their vegetables mashed like babies!
This is the book that details Solomon’s exploration of the philosophical systems of mankind when separated form God.  It is a philosophical exploration of life without God, and just how empty such a life truly is. In this he does what the Greeks would take another 500 years to achieve; he breaks through to a real understanding of what matters in this life.  What matters is not what foolish men call “success”, “fame”, “power”, “wealth”, “pleasure”, or any other time-space limited physical or emotional state.  What matters is finding the will of the Lord for your life and doing it in God’s provided power.  It is walking God’s path to eternal rewards, not following the various paths of foolish men who are blinded to eternal realities.

Like the book of Job, it must be interpreted on the basis of the words in its last chapter: any other interpretation is wrong and will lead the student astray.  All of the debate in Job is based on false premises, and the most basic false premise of all, is that man can know anything, (except by revelation from God).  The second false premise is that man, limited by space and time in their thinking, can understand anything really significant, (without Holy Spirit assistance).  The third false premise is that any earthly rewards have meaning and significance, (for only eternal rewards last forever!)  The fourth false premise is that the friends can assess anything correctly by their theology.  They are all condemned by the Lord to death, and only the prayers of Job save them from their well deserved fate.  It is well deserved because they are piously self righteous and arrogant, following after satanic viewpoint rather than divine.

It is God’s assessment of man’s endeavours and God’s rewards for tasks completed that alone gives meaning to an otherwise meaningless walk through this valley of death we call this life of ours upon the earth. All meaning that does not take into account the reality of death and our leaving this planet is flawed at its base line.  The so called “prosperity gospel” is a filthy lie that is condemned with Job’s friends, for its philosophy/theology is based in satanic arrogance and earth centred wisdom. The things of this earth are just those “things” that have been made and will decay away to dust. The truth is - there is no lasting significance in any things upon this earth, only through relationship with the Creator.  Solomon sees this with clarity for he has had the wealth and the leisure to explore all things that man calls “pleasure” and “satisfaction”.  He sees what matters and what is illusion; pure vanity of foolish minds.

Solomon’s conclusion is clear and simply stated in the last two verses of the little book, and they sum up all his “wisdom”, as he reflects upon his own life and its emptiness.  “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.  For God shall bring every work into judgement, with every secret thing, whether it be good or evil.”  Ecclesiastes 12:13-14.  We are here for a purpose and the creator alone sets that purpose, for he has placed us here, and there is a reason, his reason, with individual tasks for each of us to complete. It is only in a living relationship with the Lord our God that there is hope, focus, meaning and a purpose that keeps us calm in trouble and strong in disasters that will come.  It is relationship not religion man needs; powerful faith, not limited philosophy.

“For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” Romans 8:18.  The eternal life perspective that Paul expresses here is what Solomon comes to in his exploration of pleasure and satisfaction when one leaves God out of the equation.  To leave God out is to leave out reason.  David and the other psalmists had also observed on these things.  “The fool has said in his heart there is no God.” Psalm 14:1.  
“Why do the heathen rage and the people imagine a vain thing?…… He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh, the Lord shall have them in derision.   ……… Be wise now therefore, Oh ye kings, and be instructed ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.  Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way when his wrath is kindled just a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.”  Psalm 2.

This book is not the “song of scepticism” but the “song of the fear of the Lord”. The book is the work of the “preacher”, the “koheleth”, a strange Hebrew word, that means ‘leader of the worship of the people’.  This is appropriate, for the Lord seeks intelligent worship from people who have turned away from nonsense to truth, and have thought through the reasons why they worship.  The leader of worship must know what they are doing and why they are doing it.  To lead the people they must have faced the questions that others may ask and be 100% sure as to why doubts and alternative lives can be dismissed.  They must live out the truth that in the worship of the Lord all believers will find the right way to face all issues. Isaiah 61:1-3.

The big question for each of us who wish to live intelligently is, what is worthy of our time, and what is “vanity”, totally empty of meaning and significance?  It is this question that Solomon systematically answers, one by one demolishing all alternatives to a God-centred life.  Man can achieve great things and win renown and fame, but they are all as fleeting as his own breath.  As long as man sees himself correctly, as a creature of the dust, then he/she can achieve what God wants and then pass into eternity with certainty of eternal significance in their obedient life.  Outside the results of our obedience to the Lord there is nothing that outlasts time.  The great joy behind this little book, is that through relationship with the Creator-Saviour there is an eternal destiny for each man and woman who loves and serves their God in holy fear and obedience.
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CHAPTER 1

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 1:1-11
1 The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.

2 Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity.

3 What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?

4 One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh: but the earth abidethfor ever.

5 The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place where he arose.

6 The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and the wind      returneth again according to his circuits.

7 All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not full; unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither they return again.

8 All things are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with  hearing.

9 The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.

10 Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it hath been already of old time, which was before us.

11 There is no remembrance of former things; neither shall there be any remembrance of things that are to come with those that shall come after.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
Verses1-2
Solomon sees himself just as the New Testament period saw the pastor-teacher, as the herald of the King of kings (keruz – preacher of the church); the one tasked to tell the truth no matter what the people wanted to hear.  This has always been the challenge for leadership in God’s service.  God does not judge the preacher/prophet by the response they get, but on the basis of their honest and full proclamation of the truth they received from God. Jeremiah had few converts in his ministry to the people, and yet he faithfully continued to preach the truth, even when the king cut the words on the manuscript up and fed them into the fire. Jeremiah 36:22-32.  Jeremiah was simply urged to write the words out again and send them to the king with additions.

Jeremiah was warned that the people would be rebellious and disobedient and distracted by the things of this life, and that they would not hear him, but he was to speak anyway.  Jeremiah 1:14-19.  The prophet is told to speak and to “harden himself” to rejection, and that as he is obedient the Lord will make him tough enough to do the job.  The key issue for the people was distraction; they were more interested in the things of this life than eternal realities, and more interested in the pleasures of sin for this brief season, than holiness leading to eternal rewards.  Matthew 24:37-38, Luke 17:26-27, Hebrews 11:25.

Jeremiah is warned by the Lord about the nature of his task at his very call and he will be faithful for more than forty years preaching to men and women who did not care for truth. Solomon is seeking for truth as a philosopher, whereas the prophet Jeremiah is given truth and is seeking to make it known to people who hate it. Jeremiah 3:12-15, 5:7-9, 25, 6:16-17, 27-30, 7:1-11.  The younger prophet who gained greatly from Jeremiah’s work was Ezekiel.  He in Babylonian captivity read Jeremiah’s words and was challenged by them and he also was given his task to fulfil as a prophet to the people and he leads the revival in the slave camp.    

Both these men have a single hearted and minded focus upon the words of the Lord as his prophets, but Solomon is coming from the other end of mankind, the place of the philosopher who is seeking that focus, and is asking the question about what that focus should be in this life. The prophets are “tasked Koheleth”, directly by the Lord, and Solomon is a koheleth who has discovered his task through searching all things and receiving revelation at the end.  All koheleth are however reminded that they are responsible to give the truth, once it is heard, understood, and accepted.  Ezekiel 2:6-10, 3:4-11, 16-20.  Each man is responsible for truth once he has heard it, but the prophet-preacher will be judged if he is tasked to preach it and does not!

Jeremiah and Ezekiel were both challenged directly to value the things of eternity and holiness before the Lord ahead of anything else, and Solomon is facing that issue himself but he faces it philosophically.  He is reflecting upon what matters in this brief journey through time that we walk. His words are relevant to those who do not start with revelation, but with sheer unrelenting logic and reason. Solomon is wealthy and able to explore everything and he does so, and reflects upon all things, and returns to the starting point of the old prophets.  Like the book of Job, Ecclesiastes gains its meaning and interpretation from the last verses of it, and everything that occurs beforehand must be reflected upon in light of this end.  Job 42:1-10, Ecclesiastes 12:7-14.

This word Koheleth will be at the heart of the book of Ecclesiastes, for Solomon increasingly sees that taken alone all things have no meaning in themselves, but as the preacher of truth and the herald of God, all things can be useful for the task God has set.  Things gain their meaning only from the one who alone gives meaning to man; the creator and saviour of mankind.  Outside the purpose for which we have been placed here there is only distracting ourselves until death extinguishes our temporary and fragile self!  

Solomon doubles up the word translated “vanity” and emphasizes the total pointlessness of anything on this short journey under the sun towards death.  There is a basic and very deep existential fear that grips him as he starts his philosophical investigation into meaning and purpose upon this planet.  The deep fear that a thinking man feels at the thought of death is nearly always distracted from by foolish thoughts of where death leads, but all are without foundation unless the creator has revealed them directly.  Man delights in deceiving himself about death and the afterlife, but Solomon strips away all such make believe and fantasy and faces the end of life and reflects fully upon the gut wrenching fear that is to be sat with by temporary man.

We walk for a very short time upon this earth and what we do, make and achieve, must have a meaning discovered for it or it has no purpose at all.  All initially feels completely empty of meaning and significance to Solomon.   All here is transitory and all here dies or decays.  In light of this, meaning must still be found for we can think about it, and so it must be here to be discovered.  It is this philosophical premise that will make later philosophers famous that Solomon begins with – for he is the Koheleth and so he must announce the truth.  He is the king in Jerusalem and he must tell the truth to his people.  But what is that truth?  The rest of this little book explores all possible options and comes back to divine revelation in the end.

Verse 3

What is indeed the lasting benefit for all man’s exhausting labour under the sun?  What is the point in exhausting ourselves in hard unrelenting work under the heat of the sun that beats down on us every day?  To be able to keep going day after weary day there must be something that drives us forward.  What is that meaningful belief that drives us to rise each day and work for our family?  What outlasts the wearisome toil we appear to be doomed to endure until we die?  The sun is the image of power, dependability and total submission and lack of control on man’s part.  Looking up at the sun we face our limits and our place in this universe and we start the journey to wisdom in these matters by sitting with this place we find ourselves in - we are “under the sun”.  Any “profit/meaning” must be found here.

We are all “under the sun”, beneath the power of a force that we cannot understand or control and we must adjust to it, for it will not adjust to us.  It is this fact that is at the heart of the phrase, “under the sun”.  We are placed here in an existing world and we are “under” rules and cycles of life and death that we have no control over.  We must reflect upon what the purpose is and discover it, for we are “under the sun” and must understand what this compulsory submission means. To submit to a power means recognising that there is a higher force/power than yourself, and so if meaning is to be found it must be outside of yourself.   To hold you stable in a boat, an anchor must be secured outside the boat, and so meaning must be secured outside of man, but where is that Solomon asks.  He is looking for a stable place to anchor meaning and purpose, and will explore all things that foolish men and wise men have sought for, for that anchoring place.

Verse 4

The fixed point is not man, but the earth itself and the sun above it.  We are not a reference point for anything except change and death.  Generations come and they go but the earth remains.  All the things each generation speak of and cast their energy into are gone with them.  It is the earth that remains.  In New Zealand there is a famous “bridge to nowhere”.    It is now a track way into a native forest that is a favourite for hikers, but it was built to open that great valley up for farming nearly 80 years ago.  Many farmers moved into the valley with their hopes and dreams and settled there and farmed the land for a generation, but the land beat them and they all left over time.  Only the “bridge to nowhere” remains as a testimony to their dashed and now extinguished hopes and dreams. John 6:27.

Verse 5

How fast time travels!  The sun “rushes panting” across the sky.  This is a powerful and amusing image that Solomon uses here.  From where it sets in the west it rushes around to rise again in the east exactly as it did the day before.  There is a circuit of the heavens that man can observe but make no changes in.  It is the cyclical nature of the things in the creation that catches Solomon’s eyes and makes him reflect upon.  The nature of time is strange in itself, and as it is told by the movement of the sun Solomon makes the image of the sun’s rise and fall daily a powerful reminder to the frailty and temporary nature of man, and the baffling nature of time.  At times the sun seems to be taking forever to cross the sky and at other times it races across.  We can go to bed and sleep soundly to be woken by the sun rising and have no consciousness of any time between.  We are looking at something far bigger than ourselves, and more baffling than our pathetic minds can fathom fully this side of eternity.

Verse 6

This verse is a complicated and boring accounting of the wind as it goes on its circuit around the observer.  In Hebrew it is hard to make this verse sound exciting, for it is boring in its very form. There is nothing so boring as talking about weather, for unless it is a dramatic weather event it has a circularity to it and is repetitive.  The wind is another baffling thing to us, for when we look at it, we do not see wind, only its effect.  While weather system knowledge has advanced greatly since Solomon’s day the weather still needs to be “watched” for there is unpredictability in it as well as basic boring regularity.  Weather is another thing, like cosmology, that reminds us we were placed here and are surrounded by powers and forces beyond our reason to fully comprehend, let alone control.  John 3:8.

Verse 7

The cycle of the water on the earth is also a philosophical challenge to man.  Solomon reflects upon the fact that all the mighty rivers flow into the sea and yet the tides rise and fall but the sea hasn't overflowed its bounds.  The clouds rise out of the sea and the rain falls back in the hills and forms the rivers.  Solomon understands the cycling of water upon the earth and reflects upon the care of the creator in so doing – there is a cycle to things and a plan behind them.  The waters do not flow without purpose, nor are they wasted or lost, simply recycled.  What is happening to man?  Are our lives and work lost, or is there something bigger going on here, just as it is with the waters? 2 Corinthians 5:1-15.

Verse 8

All things upon this earth are things in movement, in relationships with each other and their meaning comes from the relationships they have with other things. Meaning will emerge only in a relationship of some form, for in and of themselves things/experiences are never either enough or meaningful.  What we see never fills up the eyes so that we don't want to see another thing, and every sound fills up the ears but they still seek more and the same sounds in re-arrangement are enjoyed in new forms.  There are as many sights as sounds and none will satiate the soul, for we are hungry for more.  Even though we may enjoy new sights and sounds, and also enjoy old ones we are caught with the question, “What do all these things mean in and of themselves?”  Things can be lovely, but because they are fleeting can they be meaningful? Is something meaningful even though it is fleeting like a pleasant sound, or lovely like a pleasant but ever changing view? Matthew 6:19-23.

Verse 9

The things that have past are very much like the things that are present with us, and they will be like the things that are still to come.  There is nothing really new upon this earth, for all things are simply reflections of the thinking and actions of mankind, and we have not changed in our abilities through time.  What we see is what our ancestors saw, and what we do is much the same as they did, except for the technology that we do things with.  Newness in technology is deceptive, for it replaces one thing with another, and yet the basic needs associated with and possibly met by the items remain the same.  

If we strip away the new technology we discover that very little has changed, except the level of deception about what we have “gained” by technology.  We are more complex in our tasks today, but we are more distracted by the means of doing them also, and more deceived about what “freedom” they have brought us. We are more distracted than our ancestors were, and while we should have more time to achieve things, freed of some basic tasks, we are discovering daily just how deceptive the distractions are that mean we end many days and can reflect upon the fact that we have achieved nothing.

Verse 10
Is there anything that we can truly call “new” Solomon asks?  In today’s world we can point to all manner of new technology and yet is much of it “new” in its significance for finding meaning and purpose in life?  Has any technology assisted us in finding meaning and purpose in this life, or has it simply made it easier to ignore the reality of death?  We have become God’s distracted people in the 21st century and we need to re-ground ourselves in the truth of his holy demands upon us. 

Verse 11
No generation can depend upon the next remembering them, for war, famine, and disease can eliminate the people who would have carried that memory onwards to the next generation. There are many places on the earth where whole villages and communities of many thousands lived and died and the people who now inhabit their land have no memory of them at all.  God’s people face a challenge when they look for posterity, and this is a major theme of Ecclesiastes for Solomon, for it is the hope of most of his people.  Even today people cling to the hope that they will be remembered, but they will not be remembered for their earthly deeds, for all earthly deeds are forgotten as the last who knew them dies.  

APPLICATION
A.
PERSONAL
Let us sit with the reality of life and death and face the big questions that are so easily ignored.  It is right and proper for man to sit before the heavens and reflect upon their very temporary residence here and the need to discover things that matter well beyond the challenges of space and time.  If rust can eat it, bacteria decay it, or thieves steal it, then it is not the thing to rest upon for your security or happiness.  To live for the memory of others is also pathetic, for they too will die and if we live on in their memory alone, then we are extinguished in another generation.  Let us discover the truth about what matters and what does not and live it 100%. 

B.
PASTORAL
Pastors, let us preach to meet the needs of those who have philosophical minds, for the Word of God has the deep questions faced fully within its pages.  Do not run from sitting with deep questions and the difficult doubts of thinking unbelievers, for Solomon is seeking answers here as if he is unsaved, and so he really walks the path to assist all men in this book.  Let us proclaim the truth as he reveals it to us.

CONCLUSION
Everything in this universe speaks of a mind behind the universe.  Let us proclaim this truth in power and answer the deepest needs of mankind for meaning and purpose while they walk through this all too temporary earth.

DOCTRINES
PHILOSOPHY

REVELATION

DEATH

DYING GRACE
ETERNITY PAST

ETERNITY FUTURE

PARAPHRASE
“These are the words of the public herald (of God), sworn to tell the truth to the people, the son of David, who was king (for a time) in Jerusalem.  Emptiness, meaninglessness, says the herald, all is transitory, all is doomed to pass, all things that man can experience are without meaning in themselves alone. What lasting value is there in the wearisome labours of any man living (his temporary life) under our brilliant sun?  One generation of men dies and leaves the earth, and they are replaced by another (that is also born to die later), but the earth lasts until time ends. The sun itself suddenly appears each day and speeds across the heavens and disappears again, only to rise again the next day.  The winds head south, then revolve around and head north, making their own circuits (quite independent of men) and they return to where they began.  All the rivers run into the seas, and yet the sea is never full to overflowing, for the waters have their own circuit and return to where they began. All things on this earth are wearisome and filled with exhausting struggles. We are unable to fully express these things.  The eyes are not filled up and satisfied with what they see, nor are the ears completely filled up and satiated with the sounds heard (we always desire more, and there is no end to “more”).  Things that have been and are gone, that will be and will be later gone, things that will be done, and yet will still one day be gone.  There is no fresh, exciting and new thing under this mortality we experience under the sun. Is there anything that exists that we can truly say, ‘see this is new and fresh!’  No, for all things are as they have always been in oldest days before our temporary lives even began.  There is no memorial to these past things, neither shall there be any memory of the things yet to come into the world from generations yet to come.”

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 1:12-18
12 I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem.

13 And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith.

14 I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit.

15 That which is crooked cannot be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot be numbered.

16 I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to great estate, and have gotten more wisdom than all they that have been before me in Jerusalem: yea, my heart had great experience of wisdom and knowledge.

17 And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I perceived that this also is vexation of spirit.

18 For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
Verse 12
Remember as we read through these verses that the same man as wrote this was the author of the Proverbs earlier in his life.  In proverbs he will state the truths that were received by revelation from the prophets and great law givers like Moses and Samuel.  He will be clear in his thinking as a father advising his sons down paths that are both holy and sensible.  He will try to save his sons form evil influences and bad actions, and will urge them to seek wisdom like a hunter seeks game to feed his family. Proverbs 2:1-15, 3:1-8.  He will remind them of the dangers of evil companions and evil seducers, and urge them to draw close to the Lord.  “The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” Proverbs 1:7.

What has happened to this man?  Has he lost his faith?  The answer as we will see at the end of the book is a resounding “NO!”  Solomon is in this book facing a different problem than he faced as a father of his sons and his people in Proverbs.  In Proverbs he gives “best case knowledge” for people to stay safe in the devil’s world, but here he plays “devils’ advocate” and explores the difficult questions of life and does so without reference to revelation at all, to see if by so doing he can lead the sceptical philosopher back to God who made him.  He sits with things that have easy answers from revelation, but he sits with them and feels the pain of the unbeliever and walks them through their scepticism.  He has had the time and the resources to explore all things that others can give little time to between tasks.

Verse 13
Solomon has seriously surveyed the subjects of knowledge and wisdom, and everything associated with them.  He has done his own PhD in philosophy and explored everything.  He has summarised his emotional findings and they are seriously negative – all he discovered was increased pain and distress.  The more he learned and understood the deeper the pain he felt and the more traumatic the distress that overwhelmed him.  The more he saw the more sad man’s condition became to him.  What we call the “tragedy of the human condition” overwhelmed him. 

God has given man a difficult path to tread through this life.  Some distract themselves from this reality but the truth is that the life of man is a valley of tears, but then that is what God said it would be after the Fall. Genesis 3:17-21.  It is this key fact that Solomon hints at here only, for remember he is walking with the unbeliever and holds to a philosophical exploration of all this before he returns to the revelation that makes sense of each observation.  For each observation he will make there is a biblical answer, but that answer depends upon revelation, and that is his point of course.  The truth about man’s condition and the answer to his deeply felt hopelessness is only available when we submit to God and hear his revelation, not before.

Verse 14
Solomon explores all the thinking and working of mankind and discovers it is all chasing the wind.  The wearisome nature of the work of men trying to make sense of life without God, or trying to distract themselves from the reality of death and the questions as to what is behind it, is just overwhelming.  The more he sees, the more hopeless does he feel mankind to be without God’s help. There is nothing that man can do alone and unaided, all his work is pathetic, like chasing the wind, or following after rainbows.  In light of death all is worth nothing to the man who built it, for all is removed from him.  Whatever he “owned” is left behind, and nothing is left to him except the total loss of all things. Psalms 4:4, 39:4-6, 77:4-9.

Verse 15
Man is always trying to solve existential and scientific problems but is unable to because he lacks the power, resources, or vital pieces of information.  Man does not have the ability to make things “right” upon the earth, let alone in the atmosphere.  The entire “global warming” debate in the second decade of the 21st century centres in this verse.  The men who argue for action are doing so with the agenda of fools, for they cannot stop the pollution, for India and China will not stop their emissions, and even if they could, the gasses already emitted will do the damage over the next fifty years.  Only the Lord Jesus can redeem the earth, and the Bible is clear, He will do so directly, without man’s help!  His reign alone sorts out the crooked and the deficiencies, for he is the creator, and will be the King on earth!  Refer to the doctrine studies below.

In the matter of so called “climate change”, man by man’s efforts cannot make “straight” the crooked dealings of industrialists who have raped the resources and desire only their own comfort and wealth.  The satanic philosophies of self centeredness are dominant and they will not be corrected, even though the Anti-Christ will have their correction as a major “plank” of his grab for power.  Even the Anti-Christ himself will be unable to control all of his own people, for they are all, like himself self centred and selfish.  You just can’t get good teamwork with a team of narcissists! The things that we have found to be “missing” from science cannot be “made”; they can only be discovered if they are able to be. Man is not a creator, only a discoverer and manipulator of what is here and under the sun can be known by limited man.  Jesus alone makes the “crooked straight”. Isaiah 40:1-4.

Verses 16 - 18

Solomon has reflected as he draws towards the end of his life on all he has learned and all he has gained above any peers or ancestors.  He realises it is because he has seriously given himself over to the search for wisdom and the Lord God has granted him wisdom above and beyond the lot of ordinary and even extra-ordinary men.  It is when you sit back after many years that the things that he reflects upon come to you.  I am writing these words at 60 years of age, and after walking with the Lord since I was sixteen.  It is only now that Ecclesiastes makes sense to me, for I find myself making the same reflective observations of life and death as Solomon is here.  If you are young and have not faced the reality of your own death you may find these chapters tedious and probably should head back to Proverbs and stay there for a few more decades.

Solomon has given himself over to the exploration of what is wisdom and what is folly.  He has tried to define the wise and the stupid, the useful and the useless.  There are those that we can see quickly are completely out of touch with reality, and are either deluded and stupid (they lack the brains to make the observations that they make either intelligent or useful).   Some are not deluded by their own stupidity, but are actually “barking mad” – “screaming at the moon or passers by” - in the ancient world. These are people whose mental structure has started to unhinge and they are making neural connections that are completely out of touch with reality.  

Having noted this Solomon sees the next question that many do not ask; namely, “What is reality?”  Is man able to make this assessment properly without divine help?  Is everything we ask and speculate upon simply “wind chasing”?  Who can know all things accurately?  Only the one who made them, or has the power to remake them?  Man is in neither category, but the Lord Jesus is the One who is creator, sustainer, Saviour, and redeemer of man and the universe itself, and finally the one who remakes it all for eternity.  1 Corinthians 3:18-23, James 3:13-18, 2 Peter 3:9-18, Revelation 21-22.

APPLICATION
A.
PERSONAL
None alive today or born tomorrow can ever make the crooked straight, or fill up the deficiency of our knowledge of the universe.  The hope of man is Christ alone, but those who reject him will accept the satanic alternative to their own destruction.  Man’s capacity for self deception is unlimited and Satan’s man, the Anti-Christ, will fulfil all that unsaved man desires for a time.  He will deceive but finally he is deceived about his own power and his end is sure and final.  Man’s hope is Jesus alone. Acts 4:12.

B.
PASTORAL
Let us challenge with Holy Spirit anointed power the foolishness of unsaved mankind in their desires to sort the world’s problems out man’s way by political means.  It cannot be done and we need to tell all who will hear that the Lord, the Creator and Saviour is coming again, and he alone has the power and the plan to solve the earth’s problems, and he will!  As we raise the Communion Cup let us affirm every week that we do this in memory of what he has already done, in expectation of what he will certainly do, and take the cup “until He comes!”. 1 Corinthians 11:23-34.

CONCLUSION
All wisdom seeking is wind chasing unless it is stabilised by divine revelation.

DOCTRINES
WEALTH

WORLDLINESS

WORLD

ANTI-CHRIST
EVIL
KINGDOM – MILLENNIAL KINGDOM
CHRIST – FIRST AND SECOND ADVENTS
PARAPHRASE
“I the preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem.  And I totally gave myself over to seek after and search out thoroughly in practical wisdom all the things that are done under heaven.  (My objective has been ) to really understand this distressing path of difficult work that God has set for man to follow, for we all work with heads bowed to the earth all our days. I have really focused my mind to see clearly all the things produced under the sun by man, and look and see, for it is all empty of final meaning and significance. All man does is as chasing the wind!   That which is crooked and perverse cannot be made straight and righteous, nor can man alone complete the things that are missing in this world.  My heart and mind worked together to really think and feel this truth, saying, look, we have come to the place of great wealth, and I have gained more wisdom than others before me in Jerusalem, indeed I had superabundance of practical and applied wisdom.  So I fully gave myself over to discovering what is wisdom and what is stupidity and madness, and I learned finally that even this is chasing the wind.  For in much wisdom there is much deep sadness, and the person who really increases his knowledge of truth increases his level of painful and traumatic grief.” 

CHAPTER 2

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 2:1-11
“The Party Time Test”

1 I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this also is vanity.
2 I said of laughter, It is mad: and of mirth, What doeth it?

3 I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom; and to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was that good for the sons of men, which they should do under the heaven all the days of their life.

4 I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me vineyards:

5 I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits:

6 I made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees:

7 I got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me:

8 I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces: I gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts.

9 So I was great, and increased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained with me.

10 And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my labour.

11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
Verse 1

Satan loves people to enjoy themselves right up until he drops them into hell, for if he can distract mankind then they will not ask the right questions about what is or is not important in this brief life. To fill this brief time on earth up with partying is for some their option of choice.  I have had a friend say to me in one workplace that partying is all there is - “Eat drink and be merry for tomorrow we die” is how some have put it.  Solomon approaches “mirth” – light hearted fun with others and with wine – and asks whether it “fits the bill” and answers the real questions of mankind about meaning and purpose.
Note the words he uses here for it is not mean or nasty partying, where others get hurt, that is in view here.  There are no vomit covered tables and raped or dead men or women at the end of this.  Isaiah 19:14, 28:7-8.  Everyone is “just having fun” and each party experience ends with a smile on everyone’s face.  Solomon has the resources and the time to ensure that the parties he throws have everything your heart could desire.  He has money, people, the best wine, and the best music – this is the Hollywood dream that he is exploring here, not a nasty back street mosh pit!

Verse 2

What does laughter result in? What does it by itself produce?  What value there is in laughter is like the value in mild madness, it accomplishes nothing, except relaxation.  Think for a time of Solomon’s observation here.  He is thinking of the laughter of people at parties when they are all braying and guffawing for attention, or laughing like drains at each other’s jokes, and it is all to no independent purpose at all.  It accomplishes nothing except releasing tension and unwinding after a hard day doing something useful.  If it is unwinding you want a short burst of laughter is to be prescribed, and it is good for you, but if the laughter is the objective of the day then the day is without a worthy objective.

Is Solomon getting a bit too earnest here?  No, for remember, he is looking at each thing people chase after to replace real meaning with pleasant activity.  Laughter is good for you, but if it is your way of avoiding finding meaningful activity then it is a flawed and wrongful path.  It is a good thing to laugh often and recharge your spirit with pleasant company, but it is a foolish thing, akin to madness, to live for times of laughter rather than times of meaning.  All too many people, even today, are living for the rest and recreational activities they are involved in rather than what they are spending their days and nights doing.  Let us buy up the time we have and use it for more than pleasant, but distracting laughter. Ephesians 5:15-17, Philippians 4:4-5, 1 Peter 4:1-5.

Verse 3

What of wine, especially nice wine, like bubbly champagne?   Is wine the reason for life, or is enjoying drinking it the elixir of life?   Many live to speak of and drink lots of fine wines.  I have been to groups that meet to discuss and try/sample fine wines and they really enjoy themselves as they talk about the wine and enjoy its smell, its colour and its taste. They delight in knowing where it is grown and how it is grown and even how it is cellared and how it is presented.  They delight in wine!  You can even do a PhD in wine, and it is called “Master of Wine” and a select few qualify each year to this prestigious title of “Master of Wine”.  What is the purpose in all this, and does wine account for a real meaning and purpose and does a well tended vineyard qualify as a useful meaning for a life?

Solomon will tell us shortly that he has planted vineyards and taken an interest in the production of fine wines from them.  He has planted vegetable gardens, orchards, ornamental gardens, forest gardens, ornamental pools and reservoirs for the gardens.  He has produced fruit, vegetables, wine and all manner of produce and taken an interest in all aspects of horticulture, viticulture and agriculture generally.  He comes back to his question however; is this a reason to live?  Is producing good wine, and enjoying drinking it, a purpose that is worthy of a man as his central meaning in life? 

Verse 4

Solomon now turns his attention to the life that today in the West is really supported and encouraged by many organisations, Christian and non-Christian.  We are being urged to be property owners and developers, to save for our retirement, and build assets for our children and grand-children.  Solomon had the funds to really seriously invest in projects and he did so, building amazing things, and undertaking some of the great “venture capital” projects of his day, but are these great building projects meaningful in themselves?  Some builders and architects will argue that their life has its meaning centre in the great places they have built, and yet an earthquake or a war and these things are rubble.

Solomon has the money and the power to invest in the biggest and the best and he makes it clear that in each category he will discuss he has had the resources to really make sure he is able to have the best.  He has built great houses and great vineyards and they are “House and Garden” material and the people of his day would have stared with wonder at what he did, just as they did at Nebuchadnezzar’s palace and hanging gardens, but he still went mad, for buildings alone are no substitute for a deeper meaning and purpose.   A great vineyard may produce an award winning wine and there is real joy in that but not eternal value!  Daniel 4:24-37.

Jesus summed this up powerfully in his story of the rich and successful hard working farmer who built bigger and bigger storage barns for his crops but did not reflect upon eternal realities.  

Luke 12  verse 16 “And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully:

17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?

18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.

19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?

21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

22 And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on.

23 The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment.

24 Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much more are ye better than the fowls?

25 And which of you with taking thought can add to his stature one cubit?

26 If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, why take ye thought for the rest?

27 Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

28 If then God so clothe the grass, which is to day in the field, and to morrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe you, O ye of little faith?”

The Lord isn’t encouraging laziness in our work to feed our families, but he is challenging us to think about what matters and what does not eternally and set our values on these things rather than the things of this world only.

Verses 5 - 6

Solomon was the greatest landscape gardener of his age and he had the money and the people to deploy to achieve exactly what he desired, right down to the ornamental pools and large reservoirs so that no plants died in the harsh summer months.  There is great joy walking around a well designed garden and seeing its wonderful trees, and well laid out spaces and pleasant vistas at every turn.  Great gardens are visited every day by thousands of people around the world.  Gardening has become a major pastime for many in the West and it is a lovely thing to build great buildings and plant out great gardens, but is it all you live for?

Verse 7

Solomon now mentions that he owned vast numbers of slaves, both those born in his house and those captured in war.  He had vast property holdings and the staff to run them with efficiency and effectiveness.  He was absolutely focused upon the enjoyment of his vast wealth and for many years he enjoyed these things, but he reflects upon them now.  He has properties that he cannot even visit, and yet he is the “landlord”, and he has slaves that he hasn’t even met and yet they belong to him and run his vast estates.  All of this was the sign of great power and status in his day and it was alone what men would seek.  Solomon had “made it” as far as most in his day would consider success.

Verse 8

He had more land and flocks than any man ever before him in the entire land and even in those around him that he knew of.  He had vast quantities of silver and gold and used these riches to make even more riches.  His investment strategy was amazing and successful beyond all the people of his day.  He celebrated his success with singers of all sorts ready to sing pleasant songs to praise his success.  To this he added his party girls who were there for his sexual and partying pleasure.  Remember that the Lord does not approve Solomon in this; in fact the Bible makes it clear that this weakness caused his judgement. 1 Kings 11:1-10.  Solomon was the ultimate “Playboy” pinup of his day and he collected beautiful women like others collect cars and boats.  He had the chance to live what others consider their “dream” and yet he will reflect upon it all as “wind chasing”.

Verse 9

It is one thing to long to be successful and powerful and quite another thing to actually get to that place and rejoice in it without going mad!  To be wise is to know enough to feel the sadness of man as well as the joys of mankind.  Solomon was at the top of society and a leader in all the arts and philosophy, and he kept his mind stable and stood in wisdom before others, without any mental instability.  I have worked with many brilliant people through the years and seen quite a number lose their minds at some point.  It is one thing to understand a thing basically, and another to feel the full impact of a piece of knowledge that will lead to the deaths of others if they don’t understand it or act upon it.  There is a burden to some knowledge that can drive the wise person mad.  Solomon held his mind together even though he felt the overwhelming sadness of mortality.

Verse 10
What he saw and liked he was able to act immediately upon without any restraint.  No-one told him to moderate his behaviour, nor were there any checks or balances on his desires.  If he loved a thing he went after it, and he enjoyed everything.  This man was no “kill joy”, for in all the things he did he found pleasure and it wasn't jaded pleasure seeking, but robust enjoyment.  This man had an incredible capacity for enjoyment, but he thought about it all and realised that life must be more than just enjoyment of the passing panorama of things and pleasures.

Verse 11
He reflects upon all the work he has done, all the hard labour he has put in to build and make wonderful things.  He reflects upon effort put in and pleasure taken out, and even though the equation is still every time one of gain, it is all “wind chasing”.  He has had great joy, and taken lovely pleasure in all he has had the opportunity to do but it is still just chasing the wind.  

APPLICATION
A.
PERSONAL
Solomon challenges us to examine our time usage and not spend time waiting for entertainment, or giving entertainment to others.  Let’s do more for people than make them laugh for a time, let’s make them happy forever by sharing things that truly matter eternally.  There is nothing wrongful in the activities that Solomon lists here, for all are legitimate, and most we would call “lovely”, but they just cannot be the basis for real meaning in life when considered alone.

B.
PASTORAL
Do we mentor robust enjoyment of life?  Solomon is not “down” on enjoyment, just seeing in pleasure a goal that has lasting value.  Pastors ought to enjoy all things the Lord has given them, but also in so doing, mentor the correct attitude towards all things.  Every legitimate thing is a gift from God to be enjoyed in a godly and positive way, but with an eye on the good of others, and the eternal significance of the time we spend here.  Do we mentor this viewpoint and do we teach good values from our pulpits?  

CONCLUSION
Things do not produce eternal values, but our attitude towards things and people does create eternal rewards for those who see everything God’s way rather than man’s.  We are called to spirituality not worldliness.  That means we spend our time here serving the Lord and His people in joy, with rejoicing that lasts forever.

DOCTRINES
TIME

CHRISTIAN LIFE – REWARDS AND CROWNS 

PARAPHRASE
“I said in my spirit, (so now let us begin our search), I will prove the truth with light hearted joy and therefore enjoyed the light pleasures of the flesh, and I discovered that it also is absolutely empty of eternal significance.  I said of light hearted laughter, it is madness and foolishness, and of party based joy, what does it do for us really?  I sought deep in my spirit and explored whether beautiful champagne was the answer. I gave myself over to its pleasant joy to see whether this is the path of knowledge and moral good that man ought to walk under the heavens.  I built great buildings (and engineering wonders), I planted vineyards, gardens, formal pleasure gardens, forests, parks, orchards, and made pleasant water reservoirs (for and in them all). (I made many beautiful places to lose oneself or find oneself in). I gained extensive property holdings, and many servants, male and female to do my every bidding.  I was the greatest of all kings that ever sat upon the throne at Jerusalem.  I amassed a vast fortune of silver and gold and held it.  I had slaves and free men and women who were great singers to entertain me for pleasure and worship.  I had the most sexually stimulating and delightful concubines in my harem.  There was none like me before in Jerusalem.  In all this I kept my sanity, and my mind and wisdom was stable within me.  Nothing that my eyes delighted in was withheld form me. I did not hold myself back from any delightful pleasure that was available to man.  Then I fully faced the facts, of all that I had done and enjoyed and I saw that all my labours were empty of temporal or eternal significance; it was all wind chasing.”

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 2:12-17
12 And I turned myself to behold wisdom, and madness, and folly: for what can the man do that cometh after the king? even that which hath been already done.

13 Then I saw that wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth darkness.

14 The wise man's eyes are in his head; but the fool walketh in darkness: and I myself perceived also that one event happeneth to them all.

15 Then said I in my heart, As it happeneth to the fool, so it happeneth even to me; and why was I then more wise? Then I said in my heart, that this also is vanity.

16 For there is no remembrance of the wise more than of the fool for ever; seeing that which now is in the days to come shall all be forgotten. And how dieth the wise man? as the fool.

17 Therefore I hated life; because the work that is wrought under the sun is grievous unto me: for all is vanity and vexation of spirit.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
Verse 12
The end of the wise man is exactly the same as the fool, for both die and are buried and forgotten over time.  Even today unbelieving Jewish people speak of immortality as being remembered in the minds of your friends and family, and yet Solomon so thoroughly disposed of that nonsense 3000 years ago!  There is no value in a life if we measure it by memory or by its physical ending.  If this is all there is to life then eat drink and be merry and die with a smile on your face!  But doing that remember that you share your death with every fool that ever lived also!  Remember, Solomon is pushing us to sit with the logic of his case and really come to terms with our lives and their meaning.

Solomon is examining wisdom, madness and stupidity, for the three things are all linked as far as he has thought of them so far.  They all share life, and they all share death!  The wise, the fool and the stupid person all share death and the fact that whatever they have built up in this life, another takes it all, whether by force or by “Last Will and Testament”.  No matter what their nobility, education, moral worth or brains, they get the lot!  The only sure thing about what we have done and made and built is that we leave it all behind.  

Verse 13
There is an advantage to living by wisdom, because you are living intelligently, seeing the world with “eyes wide open”.  The wise man or woman is living with intelligence, selecting things to do and enjoy that have some value in and of themselves, and some legacy factor in their heart.  The good person who is working in wisdom, is walking in the light of God’s Word, and such a walk will be blessed and a blessing to others. Psalms 119:105-107, 130, Proverbs 4:5-13, 18-19.
The end is the same of all our works, they end with us and are forgotten by men as we are forgotten, but if they have had value in and of themselves they have lasting value before God.  Now note my last words here.  The value of things done is clearly “before God” only, for man forgets; it is only God who remembers what has been done in a godly and good way. Solomon doesn't note this fact at this point, but he is moving steadily towards this conclusion. Matthew 6:22-27.

Verse 14
Fools sleep walk through life, in the dark as to what is of value and what is not.  They even enter into things that will fail to deliver happiness and are baffled when they are judged by events and found to be and exposed as fools.  One of the definitions of what is called the “personality disorder profile” is that they do baffling things, like speaking when they should be silent, and being silent when they should speak. They have no discernment, and appear to be “in the dark” about logic and common sense.  Proverbs 14:1, 8, 12, 19:10.

Verse 15
The one event that happens to all mankind is their death, and the fool and the wise man both die without power to stop the process.  Life literally “slips away” from us and we leave this earth, our body remaining to decay away in the soil.  Whatever greatness we had in life is gone and we are just a corpse that will decay and smell over a very short period of time. No matter what great deeds we have done, how beautiful we were, how well dressed we were, and how sweetly our perfume’s smelled, we are all going to be a smelly ugly, decaying corpse in rotting clothes!  

The greatest unbeliever will drop into hell to join all those they abused and murdered and they will all wait together for the Lord to judge them all. Isaiah pictures this wonderfully. Isaiah 14:5-11, Revelation 20:10-15.  Solomon is building the picture very powerfully here of the absolute pointlessness of living a life without God’s assessment upon it that gives eternal value.  Nothing else outlasts death.

Verse 16
For those who wish to live in the memory of their loved ones they need to pause and reflect upon Solomon’s blunt call to face the truth!  We all decay and die and our memory is lost with us, whether we are wise or stupid; intelligent in our actions on the earth or fools in all we did.  Memory is tied to the people involved and is soon forgotten or distorted.  Psalm 88:10-13.  The only hope there is regarding memory is in the Lords memory of us, and his recall of the righteous deeds we have done. Psalm 103:10-17, Malachi 3:16-18.

Verse 17
Without reflection upon the memory of the Lord and the doctrinal viewpoint, there is only despair and a hatred of a life that is pathetic and pointless indeed.  Solomon keeps pushing the logic of the unbeliever to the point where they must face the truth about the pointlessness of their position without God in the picture.  It is only God in the frame that gives it clarity and purpose!  When I sit with suicidal people in my clinic I see and understand their logic, for they think just like Solomon here.  
They see the utter pointlessness of continuing their depression and pain filled life for they have no eternal hope of redemption and can only see moments of pleasure that punctuate a sea of despondency.  It is chasing the wind!  Without God to give eternal meaning – this conclusion is hard to escape and Solomon’s wisdom and logic is going to give the atheist and agnostic no-where to hide.  
Verse 18
Solomon as the philosopher, trying to find meaning with no reference to God at this point, moves from hating life itself, to hating every aspect of his work in this life.  All a person’s work produces outcomes and objects, all of which are inherited by those coming after you. Solomon looks at all the labour and things he has made and gets really angry at the thought that his son, who has not worked hard at all, will simply inherit it all, and probably lose the lot! Solomon is sadly 100% correct in his fears regarding his sons as within five short years he has lost everything including the bulk of the kingdom and all the gold gathered by his father to Pharaoh of Egypt. 1 Kings 12:19ff, 14:21-31.
APPLICATION
A.
PERSONAL
Death is the “great leveller” of mankind, for all men die and the greatest die just as powerlessly as the most weak and pathetic.  Majesty and might are nothing when men and women face death, for they slip away without hope of remedy, only of destiny and certainty of eternal destination.  It is only faith that can embrace hope in the presence of death, but wealth, power, sex, fame and majesty can do nothing except ebb steadily away as death draws near.

B.
PASTORAL
Let us preach the subject of Dying Grace far more than we do.  Believers need to be reminded of the hope that they have in Christ Jesus, and unbelievers need to be reminded that they are without hope and without eternal life if they are without relationship with Jesus.  

CONCLUSION
Death robs man of everything including his dignity; there is no dignity in death, just the ebbing away of life and the end is always an ugly shrivelled little corpse.  Death ends all of man’s boasts, and only the legacy of his/her life is left.  That is left only before God, for those left alive soon forget the dead and move forward away from them.  Let us be alive in Christ, not forgotten in the world.

DOCTRINES
CHRISTIAN LIFE – WALKING

LIGHT 

PARAPHRASE
“And I turned from all distractions and focused upon the study of wisdom, and madness and stupidity of actions and thought.  What can the man do that comes after the king to be a king in his place?  All he can do is what has already been done.  As I thought on these things I saw clearly that wisdom has pre-eminence over stupidity, just as much as light has over darkness.  The wise man’s eyes are working properly and he truly sees what is real and what is foolishness, but the fool lives and walks in darkness, and yet I saw clearly that one event happens to them all; (they all die and their brief life here is over.) Then I said in my heart, just as it will happen to the fool, just so it will happen to me, (we will both die).  What purpose then was there in being more wise than the fool?  As I thought of this I said to myself, this is all pointlessness also.  For there is no lasting memory of the wise man any more than there is for the fool eternally.  (As we look closely and think deeply we see that) all things that now exist will one day soon be forgotten.  And so the wise man dies just as the fool dies.  Therefore I hated this life, because all the production of it, worked out in toil and trouble under the heat of the sun is a burden to me, for it is all pointless and chasing the wind.” 

Notes
ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 2:18-23
18 Yea, I hated all my labour which I had taken under the sun: because I should leave it unto the man that shall be after me.

19 And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man or a fool? yet shall he have rule over all my labour wherein I have laboured, and wherein I have shewed myself wise under the sun. This is also vanity.

20 Therefore I went about to cause my heart to despair of all the labour which I took under the sun.

21 For there is a man whose labour is in wisdom, and in knowledge, and in equity; yet to a man that hath not laboured therein shall he leave it for his portion. This also is vanity and a great evil.

22 For what hath man of all his labour, and of the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath laboured under the sun?

23 For all his days are sorrows, and his travail grief; yea, his heart taketh not rest in the night. This is also vanity.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
Verse 18
All is left behind is given to another, and all is lost that the dead man once had.  Whether we believe the people following after us are worthy or not, they will inherit all we have built up, or they will steal it from our executors.  All is lost and always will be on the earth, for all tends to decay here.  Solomon is facing the terrible truth about his son, who is a no-hoper at 40 when he takes over.  He is not young and foolish, he is mature and foolish, and destroys all his father had built. Solomon has real reasons to be worried about his sons, and especially his oldest son.  Solomon dies young in his very early sixties, and it is likely due to heart disease that may in part at least be due to unfitness and too much good living, although David dies of coronary vascular disease himself so there is a genetic link here.  1 Kings 1:1-4.  

Verse 19
What sort of person is the one following after us?  We cannot really know until they have followed us and by then we are gone and cannot know.  Solomon sees the essentially frustrating nature of this and realises that he is powerless to do anything about it.  He can bring his sons up well and they can still fail him, but in his case he has failed as a father also and there is deeper bitterness on that front.  The most bitter parents I have seen in my clinic are those facing the death or disasters of their children when they know they have failed them as parents.  Often it is as simply as just not being there for them as guardians of what is right, and at other times it is setting an evil example, and then wondering why the children “go off the rails” (often there were no rails!).

Verse 20
Solomon gets depressed as he looks around at all he has laboured over and the sweat equity he has built into the kingdom and he deeply fears it will all be lost.  He is 100% right in his fears, so there is no neurosis here; what he fears is a real assessment of the facts about his son.  If you have lived to pass on great wealth and you realise that all your work will be undone in a few years by the stupidity of the next generation, the point of all your work is undermined.  If the meaning of life is passing on great wealth, then the next generation had better be good!  Solomon is challenging all parents to think about meaning and purpose and examine whether it can ever be what we pass on, for we cannot control the decisions of the next generation.  

Verse 21
If one generation has great integrity in their work, and labour long hours and with great success they have earned their success.  It doesn't seem right that the next generation actually reap their rewards and can enjoy freedom from labour when they have done nothing towards it.  There is no equity here and Solomon feels it.  Every parent who has done well and leaves children assets will face this issue at some point if they live beyond 60 years of age.  For the parent who can look at their children and feel great pride at their hard work and good work ethics there is joy in passing over assets, for they know their children will be good stewards and nothing will be wasted, and all will be used for the glory of God.  For the parent who knows that their children are lazy and wasters of assets, there is growing resentment and worry as they grow older, for they know that the wealth that will be inherited in the end will not help them, indeed it may destroy their children.

Verses 22 – 23
What certainties do we have in this life of hard work and exhausting toil?  The one certainty is that the stress and sorrow of work may be accompanied by the stress and sorrow of children who will waste all that is handed to them.  We have to work hard to live upon this earth and those who don’t need to look at what they are doing and make sure they are not involved in crime! (Genesis 3:17-19)  An “easy ride” in this life normally involves fraud, theft, or ripping someone else off and abusing them financially.  

Believers need to be careful of the so called “prosperity gospel” here, for wealth is often seen as blessing when it can result from crime or evil.  The source of wealth is an important thing for God’s assessment of it.  Earning a living involves hard work and long hours and lazy people are in sin or evil, and will bring great grief to their parents.  Solomon feels the anguish of sorrow as he looks upon the cost in pain and suffering of his hard work, and he reflects upon the sorrow and grief he has when he sees his sons not ready to practise the same work virtues. 

APPLICATION
A.
PERSONAL
Do we hate, as the enemy of our soul, all the hard work we have done in this life so far?   Solomon reflects upon the pointlessness of work without God’s purpose behind it and he is 100% right.  All that we do that does not have God’s purposes behind it is pointless and hopeless and will be true vexation of spirit.  Let us audit our daily and weekly activities and remember that the Lord alone gives meaning and purpose to our life, and so let us be focused upon what matters eternally and so redeem our time here and now.

B.
PASTORAL
The “big” existential questions of life need to be asked publicly by ourselves as pastors and the biblical answers spoken of strongly often.  We stand before the Lord in these matters, and we are accountable to Him for our work.  The Lord needs us to speak with strength and provide the answers to needy men and women.  Many older people feel exactly as Solomon does, and even the young and jaded, who have sought out pleasure in drugs, alcohol and sex, are asking these questions as they see the pointlessness of their brief lives.  Let us speak aloud the truth of God. 

CONCLUSION
There is no point to labour if its result is to pass the fruits of our labour to a fool.

DOCTRINES
GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – MARRIAGE

GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FAMILY

GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FREE WILL

PARAPHRASE
“So yes, I truly hated as an enemy all my hard work that I had undertaken under the heat of the sun, because all that I had done was to be left behind to the man coming after me.  Who knows whether such a man will be wise or a fool?  Yet he will certainly have absolute dominion over all I worked to produce, and in which I have showed myself to be wise.  This labour of mine is it would appear all a pointless waste of time! For this reason I felt deep despair and hopelessness about all the hard work I had done in my life.  For here is a man (myself) who has laboured with wisdom, knowledge and success, yet all he has produced goes to a man who has done absolutely nothing and he inherits the lot!  This is a pointless exercise and a great evil.  For what does a man gain from all his toilsome labours and trouble in spirit under the heat of the sun?  For all his days are filled with deep sorrows, and his hard work is grief and rage filled, for all he has done goes to another.  He cannot rest satisfied and satiated in the night for all he has done is pointless at its core.”

Notes

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 2:24-26
24 There is nothing better for a man, than that he should eat and drink, and that he should make his soul enjoy good in his labour. This also I saw, that it was from the hand of God.

25 For who can eat, or who else can hasten hereunto, more than I?

26 For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
Verse 24
As you read these words keep remembering that this verse is not giving Solomon’s advice to us.  This is however the logical conclusion to the godless logic of the previous verses; for if there is no point to working hard, because all you have goes to a fool, then why not spend it all?  I hear people say this very thing on a weekly basis in my clinical work.  Many have been jaded by their lives and when they face a sudden death of a friend or relative, they say bluntly, “well now John, why shouldn't I just head out there and have sex when I can get it, and drink what I enjoy?”  “Why save when I can enjoy?”  “Why leave money to my kids, I will leave them my best wishes and my debts!”  All these things I have heard…..some of them I heard yesterday.

Reflect upon Solomon’s words here again and ask yourself why more don’t follow after them when they have no hope and no eternal perspective?  These words are logical if you live for pleasure and life ends all existence.   If death is the end and there is no eternal life, and no eternal consequences for actions here, why not just relax, chill out and enjoy?  If there is no after-life why save for retirement, just spend it as you go and enjoy what you can before you get old, frail, sick, or demented?  There is no answer to this except if there is a God and a bigger purpose to life than just the pleasure of the moment. Luke 12:16-21, 1 Timothy 6:17-19, James 5:1-8.

Verse 25
Solomon here moves to point out that pleasure and enjoyment is a gift of God if it is real and lasting.  He is now giving us the truth to ensure that his previous comments are not able to be taken out of context by a fool.  Man’s enjoyment is not something that he can just grasp and savour, but it is a gift of God that is received when a task or role has been fulfilled meaningfully and well.  If we aim for pleasure we will receive wormwood, and if we seek happiness we will only find frustration.  Joy, pleasure, and happiness are the by-products of positive activities.  Lasting and satisfying happiness and pleasure is the gift of God.  There is no pleasure for the wicked, and lasting joy only to the righteous. Proverbs 11:5-23, Isaiah 57:20-21, Jeremiah 9:12-16, 23:9-17.

Verse 26
It is interesting as I reflect upon all the things I have heard over the years in stress related counselling.  The number of people whose stories I hear who speak of losing all they have to wealthy and powerful men and women is staggering.  Many who have behaved badly in their lives and yet made lots of money often end up losing it all to the more powerful around them.  I have yet to hear the story of any criminal who actually holds onto his ill-gotten gains.  The number of people who have lost all to the banks and finance houses in our nation in recent years is also staggering.  Many people worked all their lives and “invested” their money in organisations that were run by men who were criminal in their investing strategies and all was lost.  Many face uncertain retirements now for they trusted evil men.  Truly Solomon observes that unless the Lord guides our steps we walk on unstable ground.  1 Corinthians 3:6-7, Colossians 1:9-14, 3:15-17, James 3:17-18.

APPLICATION
A.
PERSONAL
Let us walk prayerful with every decision we make.  Every money decision is one to saturate in prayer and seek the Lord’s path through only, for it is only the Lord who guides us and keeps us safe.  Let us walk prayerfully through this valley of death and despair, for in the hands of the Lord alone is there peace and safety and joy. Psalm 23:1ff.

B.
PASTORAL
Let us urge the Lord’s people to prayerfulness and carefulness in all they do.  It is only the prayer saturated path that is the safe path through this life.  Let the Lord’s people hear this weekly and be in no doubt about the path that the Lord calls them to follow.

CONCLUSION
All is a waste of time without the Lord’s guidance and direction.

DOCTRINES
CHURCH – WORSHIP AND PRAISE

PARAPHRASE
“(From all these considerations it would appear that) there is nothing better for a man to do than eat good food, and drink good wine, and enjoy fully the fruit of his toilsome labours.  Such things are the fruit of labour and are the gift of God to the man who has laboured. I thought of myself and realised that I above all men am entitled to eat and drink and enjoy, given the work I have done.  For God gives to men what is good in his sight, wisdom, knowledge and joy.  But to the sinner (and lazy person) God gives specific toilsome tasks to be completed, things to be gathered and presented to the man who is good before God.  This is also a troublesome and pointless thing and is a chasing of the wind.”

NOTES
CHAPTER 3

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 3:1-9

1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:

2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;

3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;

4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

5 A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from    embracing;

6 A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;

7 A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.

9 What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he laboureth?

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
Verse 1

In business we speak of everything being about “timing”; if we get the timing right an idea will “fly”, but if it is wrong, then the best idea will “bomb” and fail totally.  In the Real Estate Industry the motto is “Position, Position, Position”.  If we put both together we get man’s emphasis upon being master of Space and Time, and yet we cannot ever truly be masters of space and time, for we are creatures limited to both space and time.  It is this reflection that Solomon makes here, reminding the philosopher that he is a man doomed to die like the beasts.  The challenge is to live and die better than the beasts. Socrates, the great Greek philosopher of 500 years later, made the observation, “We shall all die, how then should we live?” 

There is truly a sense of timeliness as we pass through this life.  There is a season in our life when we can do certain things and then we must shift gear or we will make fools of ourselves attempting to do something that only the young can succeed at.  Solomon has already made this observation years before in Proverbs 15:23, identifying that a “word in season” is a good thing.  There is a plan far bigger than our imagination that is working out in space and time, for it comes from beyond both categories, from eternity itself.  Refer to the doctrinal study PLAN OF GOD.

Jesus made his hearers think about both space and time on many occasions.  Refer to Matthew 16:1-4 below and read this section about the desire of men for dramatic signs to prove things, and yet their hesitation to follow their logic to truth, miraculous signs or none.   Jesus challenges them to use the same logic they utilise to predict things in time and space to understand what they can of eternal realities here and now.  God has given us enough information in space and time to realise that there are eternal and infinite realities that are beyond us, but that we are heading towards.

“1 The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he would shew them a sign from heaven.

2 He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red.

3 And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowering. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?

4 A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed.”

It is not signs in the heavens that we need but spiritual logic in our mind and obedience to the revealed words of the Lord in our hearts and lives.  There is a plan and we are within it, just as we are within space and time and can change nothing of ourselves here.  We are not prisoners in the plan, but we are actors upon a stage that has constraints that we must accept and operate within, for there is true freedom as much as man can know it this side of eternity.  Every real purpose that there is upon this earth has its moment and its eternal reward.

Verse 2

The analogies used here are normal agricultural ones of a farming people.  We must be careful not to fly too high in our interpretations here, for Solomon is using simple concepts with simple applications into the lives of ordinary people.  He seeks for all to come to understand what God has for them, not just to win a PhD in the University of Jerusalem for his philosophical treatise.  There is a time to have children and bring them into the world, and there is a time not to have children and bring them into a world at war or facing famine or disease.  There is a time to die and leave this world and there is nothing that the individual can do about that timing except accept it with grace, and that is what God provides to the believer.  (Refer to the study on DYING GRACE).  Psalms 68:20, 116:15.

There is also a time to sow crops into the soil, and at that point there is visible only a ploughed field of rough soil, but slowly the seeds germinate and the crop grows and the plants grow to maturity and bear fruit.  When the fruit is harvested the stubble of the plant is left in the field and must either be grazed by cattle or pulled up and the field re-ploughed.  Often the stubble of the crop is ploughed into the soil to fertilize it. There is a time to do each of these operations, and a time not to, for if the farmer gets it wrong the crop will be lost and all the effort will be wasted.  

Everything depends upon following the God given natural cycles of nature and working “with” the weather/seasons, not against them.  So it is with the Plan of God.  We need to find our part in the plan and play it to the full with joy not resentment.  We may get annoyed at a rainy summer day, but none blame winter for being wet, for it needs to be, it is simply being winter!  The Plan has a cycle to it and we follow it, for that is the cycle.  Just so the Plan of God has a role for us to fulfil at each “season” of our life.  Let us be as obedient as the farmer is!  Let us recognise that the one who made the “farm” and placed us upon it has the right to demand accountability for what we have received here. Isaiah 5:1-9, Jeremiah 18:5-10, Mark 12:1-11, Luke 20:1-18, John 15:1-17.

Verse 3

Remember this is the farm context, and all of us who have owned animals know the sadness of these verses, but the necessity of their counsel.  There is a time to “put down” an animal and there is a time to try to heal the animal of a disease of broken bone.  There are some wounds that can be healed by good medicine and care.  There are wounds that can be “drawn together” and healed, even though there is a scar there for the rest of life, but there are wounds that cause the life to drain from that person.  We must know what to do, and take immediate and decisive action.  Any other course of action will be cruel.  If the surgical cut must be made it must be made cleanly and as deep as is required even if the patient screams aloud.  If the animal must be put down it must be done quickly and cleanly, without half hearted blows that just cause more pain.  We face life and death daily and we face our limits as men in these things.   Let us face them with Jesus!

There is a time to build up a wall and a time to tear it down.  There are many applications and interpretations here, all legitimate, but one meant by Solomon.  Remember he is speaking into an agricultural economy, to farmers who would tear down a wall to rebuild it stronger, or more often to expand a field boundary to make a sheep fold bigger for a bigger flock.  To tear down is most likely a reference to expansion of a fold in times of prosperity.  To build up a wall is the opposite meaning.  To build a wall higher and stronger is to build to meet a threat to the life of the farmer or the sheep.  

A farmer must understand whether he lives in a time of prosperity and peace, or in a time of war or threat from wild animals.  He must act decisively either way or he will be lost.  We must live with a correct assessment of physical threat or possibility of peaceful expansion of a business.  Many have collapsed or bankrupted a good business by simply trying to expand the business at the wrong time.  Others have failed because they didn't protect themselves when they needed to in a changed business environment. As we began this chapter, so the point emerges again; it is about assessment of correct “timing” depending upon correct reading of the “signs” of the circumstances we are in.   Being correctly related to our time in history is Solomon’s challenge.  

Verse 4

There is a time to weep with bitter regret, for the bitterness of our emotion may lead to thorough and practical repentance.  There is a time to beat yourself up, and it is right before you cast the burden on the Lord, having first fully felt your own stupidity!  Confession requires insight first!  “Examine yourself” is the order! Psalms 4:4, 26:1ff, Proverbs 17:3, 2 Corinthians 13:5, 1 John 1:5-10.

Weep with regret and then act upon your insight with powerful confession and obedient living. There is also a time to laugh with total derision at yourself for your stupidity, and even at others for their foolishness in their actions.  Laughter is the “best medicine”, but it is also a powerful reminder of foolishness and can keep us from sin.  If we reflected more upon how stupid we might look doing something we would not so readily be tempted to do it!  James 4:7-10, 5:1-5.

There is a time to deeply mourn and a time to joyfully dance.  There is a time for genuine and heart filled sorrow at the death of a person or a place.  I have had both in the last fortnight, with the death of a loved old pastor, Pastor Wilbur Wright.  I know he is in heaven and will be there when I arrive to greet me, but I mourn for the fellowship I had with that mighty man of God.  I do not mourn as those who have no hope, 1 Thessalonians 4:18, but I deeply mourn my loss of friendship here.  It is right and appropriate to weep and mourn at times, and it is right we do so for great people.

The other mourning I have experienced recently is in the city of Christchurch.  This city of ours has been devastated between September 2010 and December 2011(as I write this) by several thousand earthquakes, three over 6 on the Richter Scale.  I spent some of last weekend in the central business district of the devastated city centre.  I sat by the Avon River, on the bank that I could get to, the other being closed because of the danger of falling multi-story buildings, and I prayed quietly to myself and wept within for a city I have loved.  This mourning also is bone fide and correct as we reflect upon all our human hopes and dreams and the loss of life that has occurred.  Jeremiah did this over Jerusalem in 586 BC and we will at times rightly do it ourselves.  Refer to the little book of Lamentations.

There is also a time to dance and rejoice aloud and it may be just after you have mourned a significant and sorrowful loss.  Dancing in joy for an Israelite was a thing that reflected a mental attitude that was one focused upon formal rejoicing.  The dance steps were formal and thought out and the focus was upon stilling the heart and mind and allowing the body to step out in focused joy in the Lord.  This isn’t “night club” dancing here, but a formal folk dancing that expressed doctrine and occupation with God and his plan for mankind.  Formal dances celebrated marriages, births, deaths and victories.  Let us celebrate the milestones of time with reflective rejoicing in the Lord’s Plan.  At over ninety years of age Miriam led the women of Israel in such a dance to the Lord.  Exodus 15:20ff.  2 Samuel 6:16ff.  David also danced to the Lord and his wife was judged for despising him for it.  

Verse 5

To throw stones away is probably not a sign of either a grief ritual or stoning to death.  It is most likely agricultural, as are the others.  When farmers ploughed soil in Israel they would be turning up stones as the ground is incredibly rocky and filled with stones.  Stones can be piled up and made into walls if they are the right size, or made into heaps for growing vines over, or just thrown away into ravines and hollows.  If a stone that turns up is not of any use it is thrown away.  Not much thought is expended upon it, for it is useless and it is to be discarded.  

Often we spend an inordinate amount of time on things that have no real value at all.  Solomon reminds us that there are some things that “turn up” that have no significance whatsoever and we need to throw them away quickly and move on past them.  There are other things that “turn up” however that require some thought and can be possibly dedicated to some useful purpose.  Some stones are to be gathered and used for building for farming or defensive purposes.  People will “gather” all sorts of things and they may be simply hoarding rubbish.  We are not here to “gather useless things” and if obsessive compulsive disorder is our weakness and we can’t throw things away we need treatment, we mustn’t call ourselves “collectors”, for we are time and space wasters!

There is a time to embrace people and a time to keep them at arm’s length because they are dangerous if held close.  There are people who we can hug as friends, but there are others who will be violent if we try to hug them and others who will interpret our joy at meeting them as sexual interest.  Hugging is a dangerous thing to do without discernment and I have made some serious mistakes by relaxing into a culture of hugging when I needed to be far more discerning than those around me.  Let us be thoughtful and careful in our intimacy with others and keep our distance unless it is absolutely safe.  The early believers were told to greet each other with a “holy kiss”, 2 Corinthians 13:12, but be careful with this instruction for it was culture specific, and each of us need to ask what is a warm and non-sexual way of greeting our brothers and sisters in our social context.

Verse 6

To seriously search out something has its time and place, for there are things that are worthy of real effort to discover and make our own, but there are some things, that while others may value them, we need to flee from them.  It is once again discernment that Solomon is challenging us to apply in all things.  There are things that are best “lost” and left that way, and things that need to be thrown away actively, not just “lost” passively.  We must at times choose to leave things behind that others value and be sure what we leave and what we keep.  

There are also things that are best given away, and things that we can store up for use on another day.  Some foods keep and we can store them for the winter, but other foods are best given away to others to bless them, for if they are kept they will rot.  There are things that do not store, but if given away they will bring blessing.  Solomon challenges us to think about giving here.  Can we “let go” of possessions and other things and bless others, or do we hold onto things that in the end are discarded rotten and useless, whereas they would have blessed someone had we parted with them sooner.  Let us not be attached to things that should be passed on to others to bring blessing.  

Verse 7

There are times you can repair a garment and continue wearing it, but there is a time to tear it in pieces and use it for rags.  Do you cling to clothing that ought to be torn up for rags and used for cleaning?  There is no virtue in being grubby, untidy, dirty, inappropriately dressed, or unkempt. Believers need to be as well dressed as they can be, and as clean as they can be.  For a believer to be unclean and wrongly dressed, when they are able to be otherwise is a disgrace to the Lord.  If we are poor we need to be as clean as we can be and as well dressed as we can be, and when we need to tear something up we must not be attached to the garment.

There is a time to keep quiet and keep a secret, for the lives of others may depend upon it.  Believers need to be able to keep silent when others depend upon them to, but they also need to be clear what is appropriate.  We must use our brains and discretion about confidences, knowing what to share and what to store up in the memory, and what to forget.  Knowing what to speak and when is the mark of a wise man or woman.  People who cannot be quiet have not got stable character.  People who do not speak up when others depend upon them to are cowards and have no courage. Discernment and courage are required of us all. Proverbs 24:10-12.

Verse 8

Solomon’s logic here is a challenge to us.  He states firmly, there is a time to love and a person who you can safely love and have that love returned in friendship.  There is also a time, and there are some people who you must hate, and pull back from their evil, or they will destroy you and all you value.  There is a need to discern the nature of people and know who can be safely loved as a friend, and whose evil choices must be hated.  Those who work evil must be identified and withdrawn from, and they cannot be “loved” into the kingdom, or they will use your foolishness to destroy those you love.  The biblical doctrine of “Separation” applies to these people.

God loved the world and gave himself for its sin, but God’s love cannot save them, for they must respond to that love to be saved.  If they do not and choose hatred of all that is good, then you are wise to pull back from them and keep a safe distance. Jesus challenges us to go a lot further than Solomon does, but the caution of Solomon still applies in the area of friendship. Matthew 5:43-48.Jesus did not make “friends” of the Scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees, for he saw that they were persistently evil in their intentions.  Love was shown to them by the Cross, but only those who accepted His person and work there were saved.  We must be as discerning as Jesus was to be safe.

Jesus didn't trust men who had shown they were evil.  John 2:24-25. He called evil for what it was and what it still remains today. He was very blunt, calling them “Scribes, Pharisees, hypocrites…” Matthew 23:13-33.  Kindness and hospitality was always to be shown to all men, good and evil, that all might hear the gospel message, but great care was to be taken in opening up life and family towards the evil that was clearly seen in some.  We are to love the good and hate the evil.  Romans 12:9.  We are always to recognise that the “prince of this world” feeds and encourages evil, and we are to stand against evil at every opportunity we have.  Ephesians 5:16, Philippians 3:2, 1 Thessalonians 5:5, 2 Thessalonians 3:3.

There is a time to declare war on evil men and nations, and there is a time to negotiate peace.  Hesitancy to declare war early may be motivated by concern to avoid needless carnage, but may lead to greater loss of life. World War 2 could have been avoided had the Allies threatened to declare war on Hitler’s Germany early in his aggressive challenges, but the peace loving weakness of the Allies opened the door for his strength to grow and the evil when it broke upon Europe was all that worse.  Millions died because of the inappropriate peace seeking by the weak British Prime Minister Chamberlain and others when strength was called for against the evil of Hitler.  It is this sort of case that Solomon considers.  

There are people who cannot be loved, only isolated so as to negate their influence, or declared war upon as quickly as they are identified.  There are people who must not be tolerated or loved, but moved against quickly and decisively or the innocent will suffer.  It is not loving to hesitate from moving against them, it is foolishness. We must be very discerning as we move through this life, giving the gospel message to all who will hear it, but being very careful about our friendships and business associations, lest we open the door for evil to take advantage of the weak and vulnerable by our “open door”. 2 Corinthians 6:4.

Verse 9

When we consider all the things that must be considered in this evil filled world, what lasting benefit does the tradesman have from his hard labour?  When we think of all that might go wrong why would you want to work hard and sweat to manufacture something?  When we think of the presence of evil people out there, why do we work so hard and exert so much effort, when they might take it all from us? This is the viewpoint of the person who is simply thinking of the outcome that all is lost, but is this bone fide logic?  

If there is discernment, and an individual keeps themselves safe from evil, is there purpose in all things, even if there is risk?  There is certainly no way to avoid risk in this life, but if discernment is used is the risk worth taking?  There is a bigger issue that we must use for assessment of value and Solomon is moving steadily towards that.  That issue is the Holy Spirit filled life, where the believer walks before God and so achieves the inner guidance that directs their path and makes all they do useful, powerful and purposeful. Psalm 16:11, 25:4-10, 119:35, 105. 

APPLICATION
A.
PERSONAL
We shall all die, how then shall we live to make our death meaningful?  How shall we live to bring glory to the one who put us here?  There are seasons in our life and we need to work with God in accordance with the season of life we are in.  Let us work with the Holy Spirit and serve the Lord in joy and strength in accordance with the plan He has for us.  The only way to avoid unnecessary risks in this life is to walk with the Lord in the path He has for us, and so be Holy Spirit filled and powerful in all we do.

Are we correctly related to our time in history?  Have we correctly assessed the days we lie in and made the choices that are appropriate to our time, rather than an earlier day?  Are we “buying up the time” that we are in and using all God given opportunities, and avoiding all satanic side tracks? We face great challenges in the second decade of the 21st century, for the days seem to be galloping towards the end with speed, and yet many believers appear to be distracted by the false “prosperity gospel” messages and chasing after money that will be irrelevant later.  Let us be correctly related to our place in space and time.  Let us know when to gather and when to cast away!

B.
PASTORAL
The Lord planted the vineyard of man’s working and the Lord has the right to demand we render accounts of our stewardship.  All we do in the Lord’s work is of eternal value, but all that is done off his track is truly a “side track” and to be avoided as destructive.  The people we meet on the Lord’s path are his chosen ones for our joy, but those on the side tracks will be the servants of evil who will always destroy.  Let us teach the Lord’s people the discernment they desperately need. Let us make the Lord’s people aware of their responsibility to serve the Lord in power and with focused service.  Our focus is to be on the path to hear finally the Lord’s “well done”, not on any foolish notion of financial “success” we might win down here.  There is no gain to hold onto something we cannot keep.  Let us keep the Lord’s people’s eyes fixed on Jesus, and let them hear his words so that they might all learn the discernment they need to live worthy of his holy name.

CONCLUSION
Discernment is crucial for the safety of churches, families, communities and nations.  We need to identify evil quickly and act against it.   

DOCTRINES
GOD – PLAN OF GOD

CHRISTIAN LIFE – SEPARATION

PARAPHRASE
“To everything (upon this earth) there is the right time and place and the right way to do it of your own free will under heaven (before God).  There is a time for bearing children, and a time for death.  There is a time for planting crops, and a time for pulling crops up and harvesting them. There is a time to put down a suffering animal, and a time to heal and restore them.  There is a time to break out a wall and expand a building, and a time to strengthen and heighten the wall.  There is a time for tears of regret, and a time for the laughter of mockery.  There is a time for formal mourning and time for formal dancing.  There is a time to cast away useless stones, and a time to gather them together into walls or mounds.  There is a time to embrace and a time to pull back from embracing others.  There is a time to strive to acquire things, and a time to escape from desire for acquiring things. There is a time to build a hedge to keep things in, and a time to throw things away.  There is a time to tear garments into rags and a time to repair garments.  There is a time to keep a secret safe and a time to share information and give advice. There is a time to love as a friend and a time to hate as an enemy. There is a time for declaring war and fighting, and a time for making peace and bringing prosperity.  What lasting advantage does the tradesman have in all he makes, in all that he labours with sorrow and inner turmoil?”

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 3:10-15
10 I have seen the travail, which God hath given to the sons of men to be exercised in it.

11 He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end.

12 I know that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good in his life.

13 And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the gift of God.

14 I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him.

15 That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already been; and God requireth that which is past.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
Verse 10
Solomon has examined the work loads of all people in different levels of society and he sees that Genesis 3:19 is certainly fulfilled, for all men everywhere are burdened by their work loads and seriously perspire under them.  Man is given work to be burdened and feel the cost of Adam’s sin, and so repent of evil and deal with sin by means of grace provided.  This is a valley of tears for us, for suffering and death await us at some point.  God is not unfair in this, for it all flows from the Fall of Man.

Many are looking for an “easy way” through this life, but the Bible makes it clear that there is no such path except the path of fraud and other crimes.  It is interesting in my own clinical work to see how many people have taken to crime in their desire to avoid hard work, and ended up in “hard labour”, or “doing time” in gaol.  Paul was very clear about the work of ministry, that he had to seriously perspire in the work, and that every believer is to be busy in working, not lazy or criminal.  Ephesians 4:1-6, 1 Thessalonians 2:9-12, 2 Thessalonians 3:5-13.

God has made everything in this world beautiful and a short contemplation of the smallest leaf in your garden will remind you of that fact.  God has made all things well, and even though sin and death have entered, there is beauty and wonder everywhere.  Let us not despise this creation, for the Lord made it and we are to enjoy it with praise to His Holy Name for all the good things we enjoy.  All things are planned out in this world with the eye of the Lord on the end, and the end is glorious in the Millennial Kingdom.  There isn’t any doubt in the scriptures that the earth itself will be redeemed from the curse that man brought upon it. Isaiah 11:6-10, 65:17-25.

Let us praise the Lord for all He has done in redemption, for the day is coming when the whole earth will rejoice in the redemption of the Lord.  It is only timing that stands between our present world and the one to come after the Lord’s return.  It is the Lord’s timing, and we wait for him, and while we wait we serve him as He has directed us to, and so “buy up the evil days” that we must walk through before his Second Advent.  Romans 1:18-23.

Verse 11
The Lord has “put eternity in our heart” so that we know we are meant for a lot more than the brief walk through time here and now.  Even unbelieving thinkers realise that we are called to far more than we presently see and experience.  Thinking men and women know that we were made for eternity and it is in their response to that awareness that we see their free will operate, either for blessing or for judgement.  We can see so much but not ever get right through to understanding the beginning and the end.  It is intriguing that today scientists are grappling with the “big bang” and the “final implosion of the last black hole”, and are trying through “string theory” and many other science fiction devices to explain the unexplainable. Let us relax with the Lord’s power and plan, and focus upon using our brief time well, not speculating on the yet unexplainable.

Verse 12
The best course of action for the man who is limited in his perception, but sees that life rushes towards death, is enjoyment.  There is no point being miserable if life is this temporary.  We hear people saying this today, “Life is too short to be miserable”.  They are of course quite right, but it is in dispute as to what will produce the best and most sustainable pleasure without it having a sting in its tail.  There are pleasures that last only for that time and have no lasting fragrance in them.  Psalm 37:3-7.

If a pleasure has bitterness in its legacy then it is not a wise choice for temporary man.  Even with this god-less logic there is the need for discernment; man cannot escape the demand to think, for he has eternity hard wired into his soul.  Even the most determined unbeliever must confront the need to discern what is worth dying for and what is not worth the effort to do. We also need to be focused upon what is worth doing and that means what truly reflects eternal values. Philippians 4:4-9, 1 Thessalonians 5:13-24.

Verse 13
Finally the ability to enjoy life in peace and safety is a gift of God alone.  There is no lasting blessing without the blessing of God.  Psalms 128:1-6.  The Lord alone gives lasting blessing and none can take it away if He gives it.  We can “see good in all our labour” only if that labour is on the path the Lord has called us to walk.  On the Lord’s path for us there is stable blessing, and provision, for it is God’s path and He is responsible to maintain us upon it. Paul had “learned” to be content on the path of God because of the Lord’s provisions. Philippians 4:11-14.   He is still facing “afflictions” but he knows he is upon the path that the Lord has provision for him within. Romans 8:28-39.

Verse 14
The first major item of “discernment” that Solomon mentions here is crucial for man to recognise before moving into meaning in this life. That discerned principle is that the Lord is the creator and sustainer of those who walk with Him.  All that God has done will last forever, for God is eternal and all that God makes is therefore eternal also.  Even though these temporal heavens and earth will be folded up and put away, 2 Peter 3:9-18, their matter will be reformed into a new heavens and a new earth that will be eternal.  Even the lost are eternal, for they are made by God, and will spend eternity in the Lake of Fire, where forever they might reflect upon their choices to join Satan in his rebellion against gratitude and reason. Revelation 20:10-15, 21:1-8, 27.

There is nothing that can be added to the creation and nothing that can be taken away.  This basic law of physics is stated here first in history. It is called the “Law of Conservation of Energy”, and identifies that there is no loss of matter or energy in the universe, just a changing of the nature of it, from energy to matter and back again.  The creation is a “closed system” and that in itself tells us of the creator, who is beyond it in eternity-infinity, as we are in space-time.  Let us stand in awe of this and worship.

When you sit with this reality for a few seconds you feel the right emotion, and it is the holy and righteous “fear of the Lord”, and it will lead to worship and holy, humble and Holy Spirit empowered service.  Philippians 2:12, Hebrews 12:28. There is holy fear and it is purifying fear, for it rests upon the reality of our “creatureliness”.  1 Peter 1:17.  We do not have fear of death or damnation, for in Christ all such fears are cast away, but we stand in awe of the one who has this universe in his hands.  1 John 4:18.

Verse 15
This verse is so deeply philosophical that most older commentators produced nonsense in their reflections upon it. Solomon is working well above the level of most minds here and he illustrates in this verse how he was indeed the most wise man ever to live. At a superficial level the verse can mean the following.  All that happens now has happened also long ago.  All that will happen has happened before many centuries ago also with other people.  There is nothing new under the sun!   At one level these are all true and are all part of this verse, but Solomon’s point I suspect is even deeper.  He is identifying that the Plan of God has foreseen all things from eternity past, for from beyond the limits of time and space all events are seen as simultaneous.  

Now I explain this in our own time-limited terms and such explanations and words are inadequate, but understand clearly that Solomon sees and expresses here that all events in time have already been seen by God from before time existed.  There are no surprises for God, and no accidents in time, and there will be no regrets in heaven for those who walk with God through time.  God pursues after us, like as one writer referred to Him as, the “hound of heaven”, seeking our blessing by drawing our attention to the things that matter rather the things that do not.  Time races by to us, but just is seen as simultaneous to God.  The Lord wants us to see what matters, not what passes.

APPLICATION
A.
PERSONAL
Are we “buying up the time” we have here on this temporary earth?  We were made for eternity and we deeply feel this, and yet we can often forget this reality and chase the things of time and waste our substance and our time on “fluff” that is blown away by the winds of change.  Let us see truly what matters eternally, not be preoccupied with what passes in time and space.

Let us focus upon the lasting and the eternally valuable.  Everything that the Lord has made is “good”, and even the Fall has not removed the divine fingerprint from this world.  Let us praise the Lord for his goodness and rejoice in the Lord for his creation, but let us also be looking for the things that we can do to “redeem the time” and lead others to the truth of the creator-saviour who seeks their fellowship before it is too late.

All is eternal that comes from the creative hands of the eternal God who made all things. The universe will be reformed but it will be eternal and we will be there forever.  Even the lost are in their eternal state forever!  All that is made is made for eternity; it is just the form of their existence that free will selects for man by their choices now.  Let us rejoice in grace and faith, and challenge our friends and relatives to select life and hope rather than despair and eternal death in the Lake of Fire.

B.
PASTORAL
Creation and restoration are themes that we hear too little of today.  The Lord has redeemed the creation by all He has done, but we are often blinded by the news media and the false assertions of the destruction of the ozone layer and the fatal state of the earth.  The Bible is clear that the earth will be redeemed totally on the Lord’s return, but He alone is capable of doing it, given the ruined state of it after Satan’s last throw of his evil devices through the Anti-Christ.  Let us teach it clearly and powerfully.

God has planted deeply within mankind the awareness of eternity.  This statement of Solomon’s is the most profound one in philosophical terms in the ancient world.  It will be another 500 years before the Greeks come even close to this in the days of the Pre-Socratic philosophers and Socrates himself, but they do not come closer to truth than Solomon and Socrates is executed for his observations that disturb the relaxed paganism of his day.  

Let us teach the people who enter our churches with a certainty that rests upon this knowledge; that everyone there does have eternity in their heart and that the Holy Spirit will bring it to their awareness. John 16:8-11.  In the oldest book of the Bible, Job, we also read of the certainty that Job had of eternal life and redemption of the body and soul.  Job 18:20-29.  There is also eternal death as the alternative that man may select, and we as the Lord’s pastors have the solemn responsibility to speak of that before God and men. 

Holy awesomeness is a theme of preaching that we need in our world today.  Too many people stand in arrogance and bravado, and this is absolute foolishness. There is no reason to feel anything but holy fear when we contemplate the universe and its eventual replacement.  We have confidence to balance fear only in real relationship with the creator and saviour.  Let us teach in such a way as to build the holy, biblical, and purifying “fear of the Lord” in his people.

CONCLUSION
This earth is redeemed by the work of the Lord, and that redemption will be seen when the Lord returns in glory.  Let us rejoice in anticipation of that day.

DOCTRINES
CHRISTIAN LIFE – SUFFERING

SIN – FALL OF MAN

PARAPHRASE
“I have seen the hard work that God has set man to humble him.  God has made everything wonderful and perfect in his own way.  He has also placed the (limitations of the) world in the heart of all men, so that no man can work out the mysteries of the universe form the beginning to the end of it.  I now know clearly that there is no intrinsic good in man, but for each man to rejoice in his work, and do what good he can in this brief life.   And also that every man might eat and drink and enjoy all the fruits of his hard labours as a grace gift from God.  I now know clearly that what God does he has done eternally, and nothing can be added to it or subtracted from it by man.  God does all things in order that man might have a healthy respectful fear of the Lord.  That which is past is as if it is now to God, and that which is yet to be as if it has already occurred, (for he is the creator of time), and God pursues after the things of value in what we see as the past and brings them back to our attention now.”

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 3:16-22
16 And moreover I saw under the sun the place of judgement, that wickedness was there; and the place of righteousness, that iniquity was there.

17 I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there for every purpose and for every work.

18 I said in mine heart concerning the estate of the sons of men, that God might manifest them, and that they might see that they themselves are beasts.

19 For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a beast: for all is vanity.

20 All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again.

21 Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the earth?

22 Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better, than that a man should rejoice in his own works; for that is his portion: for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him?

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
Verse 16
Solomon may have had a vision of the end of time and the “Last Judgement” (referred to, from its Revelation description in Revelation 20:10-15, as the “Great White Throne Judgement”).  
He may also be thinking of the place of judgement at his own palace where he rewarded the righteous and punished the evil.  From the content of the following verse I suspect he had both views in mind, for what he attempted to do on earth every day he sat in his majlis is what God will do at the end of time, and that has been his focus through these verses.  

Wherever we go in this world the evil/wicked are there, and wherever we go the righteous are also there.  It is important to remember both facts.  We can be overwhelmed by the presence of evil and so succumb to despair, and we can be equally overwhelmed by the presence of righteous people and not guard against evil.  It is balance and discernment that we need, and also the assurance that the righteous will be rewarded, and the evil will be punished.  God will set all things right in the end, just as Solomon attempted to do daily in his own court.  Psalms 82:1-8.

Verse 17
There will be a time for all judgement, and it is God’s time for judgement.  Man may think he controls outcomes but he does not in any aspect of life, for the things we do not see affect the things that we see.  All that we do depends on circumstances beyond our control.  We do things without thought of the slightest variations that could occur in weather, and other’s behaviours that will totally change our results.  We rest upon the Plan of God if we rest secure at all in this world.  

At the end of this present phase of history we will all come to the Great White Throne Judgement, where believers are bystanders, for we are covered by the blood of Jesus and are in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  The unbelievers then receive what are the rewards for their works.  The purpose and intention behind every work of man is then seen by all.  In some way, as yet unknown, all unsaved mankind, from the beginning to the last person judged, receives their “rewards”/consequences for what they have done. Psalms 90:4-12.

Verse 18
Solomon sees then that all understand at that final day of judgement exactly what the meaning and purpose of the entire creation was all about.  They all see that it was the Plan of God and that they have either accepted or rejected their part in that plan, but whatever they have done, the plan has worked out anyway.  All men see that they are indeed as stupid as the cattle if they have lived like them!  God has truly “sifted” the hearts of men and tried their contents, and in the end the true content of every person’s heart is seen, as it was towards their creator.  

The sadness of the last judgement is that the unbelievers must accept the consequences of their rejection of their own maker.  2 Peter 3:1-10.   They have lived like cattle and so they must face their final end like cattle, dumb before their maker. Psalms 73:22, Isaiah 45:22-25, Romans 14:7-13.  The greatest sadness is that the cattle have a better end then they do!

Verse 19
Some will go to the point that Solomon does in this verse, but the difference between the believer and the unbeliever must be born in mind here.  There is finally a great difference between the fate of the lost and the animals, for the lost have a resurrection body to dwell in and their human spirit to realise the truth forever in the Lake of Fire.  There is eternal regret for those who have decided to reject all that the Lord their God has done for them.  

The casual words of the unbeliever here recorded by Solomon are actually false, for while men may live like cattle and die like dogs they will suffer a fate that is not the lot of the animals.  Psalms 49:12-15, 92:5-8.   All is not vain for man who walks with God and keeps his name in the Book of Life, but for those who die and are removed from that book’s list of grace, the fate of such a man is worse than the animals; it is regret forever.

Verse 20
This verse is one that is still quoted with variations at most funeral grave side services.  We are dust and to dust we return.   All this is true but between our birth and our death we may become more than dust through grace.  Psalms 103:6-17.   One of the great verses in this Psalm is that the Lord remembers that we are dust and has provided for our sins.  It is only those who reject that provision for sin that face their eternity in fear and trembling.  Psalms 49:10-15.  The earth is indeed a great graveyard, but it is also the theatre of grace and faith where some play their part well through grace and spiritual power received from God, and so will receive their reward eternally.  2 Corinthians 5:7-15.

Verse 21
What is the nature of the afterlife of each man and each animal?  We speculate that people “go up” and animals “go down” but is that so?  Solomon puts the theological cat amongst the pigeons here.  Can we be so sure that the fate of man and the animals who spoke before the fall differs from man’s?  The only way we can be is by accepting or rejecting the revelation of the Lord God, not by any knowledge we can have of such things for we cannot know for sure any such thing.  
I have heard many people state with certainty what they believe occurs after death for man and animals, but how can man even know such things?  We cannot.  All our bodies are laid in the earth, but where does the soul go?  Animals once spoke and fellowshipped with man. Genesis 2:19 – 3:7.  With this information it is not at all clear where each goes, unless God tells us! God does tell us clearly where the saved and unsaved go, but the animals who once spoke to man in the Garden of Eden we are not told.  Unsaved man is too quick to speculate upon things they cannot know in order to avoid the challenge of things they should know and respond to.    

Verse 22
Thinking purely as an unbeliever the conclusion that Solomon articulates here is the correct one, for if God is excluded from the equation, then man must confront meaning and purpose only within the bounds that are reasonable to him.  If there is no other criterion for success then man must rejoice in his own works and nothing else.  He must confront the truth however, that nothing that comes of him can be controlled at all and that those who follow after him may be idiots and lose all he has built up.  If he lives for things, he must confront the truth that the things will all pass to others.  
If he lives for something beyond the “stuff” of this present world, then he has a different conclusion, but only if he lets God into the equation. Romans 12:1-2, Philippians 4:4-7.  Solomon challenges us to face the logical end of excluding God from our thinking.   He challenges the successful atheist who loves his “stuff” to face its temporary nature, and the temporary nature of the entire created universe and sit with the reality of life without the creator.   It is harder and harder for atheists to stand today, as in 2014 the background radiation from the “Big Bang” has been identified, and that means the “moment of creation” has been identified – and with it a start to space and time, and with that the realisation that beyond this is eternity and infinity.  Sit with the truth and accept the creator, or go mad as the truth overwhelms you.
APPLICATION
A.
PERSONAL
We do not end like cattle, for we face our maker and are judged on the basis of the decisions we have made.  All men will face their maker and all will be silent before Him, either to receive grace rewards or to receive just consequences.  At that point believers will praise and worship, but unbelievers are silent forever after.  Let us be reminded daily of the consequences of unbelief and urgently preach the truth to all who will hear.   

B.
PASTORAL
Pastors, let us preach the reality of the last judgement with a passionate desire for the lost to be confronted with truth.  We cannot save the lost but we are responsible to preach truth to them so that the Holy Spirit can go to work upon them. John 16:8-11.  Let us be in holy fear of the Lord in this and do our duty to warn the lost.  Ezekiel 3:15-20.

CONCLUSION
Let us challenge foolish men about what they cannot know, for many speculate about the afterlife in ways that are ridiculous indeed and are beyond all logic, but not beyond their foolish words.  Let us proclaim the biblical truth and let the pagans be silenced.

DOCTRINE
JUDGEMENT – GREAT WHITE THRONE

PARAPHRASE
“And behold I saw under the sun the place of judgement, and wickedness was there. And I said in my heart, God shall judge the righteous as well as the wicked, for at that time every purpose and work is judged.  I said in my heart concerning the state of man, that God must examine their thoughts and actions to see whether they are indeed better than the beasts.  For what happens to the beasts happen also to man, even one thing comes upon them all, they all die, yes, all living things that have breath, they all stop breathing and die.  So in this man does not have pre-eminence over the beasts, for all is pointlessness and emptiness at that point.  All go to one place, all are made of the elements that form the earth and all return to the dust of the earth.  Who really knows for sure whether the spirit of man flies upwards and the spirit of the animals goes downwards? For these reasons I see that there is nothing better than that a man should rejoice in his own works, for this is his lot and his fate, for who can transport him to the place where he can see what comes after he has gone, (for he is then dead).”  

CHAPTER 4
ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 4:1-3
1 So I returned, and considered all the oppressions that are done under the sun: and behold the tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no comforter; and on the side of their oppressors there was power; but they had no comforter.

2 Wherefore I praised the dead which are already dead more than the living which are yet alive.

3 Yea, better is he than both they, which hath not yet been, who hath not seen the evil work that is done under the sun.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
Verse 1

Solomon is not a heartless ruler who abuses his people.  He is a man who feels the great burden to rule properly and he did so, even though it was with heavy taxation to achieve his goals.  He asked for wisdom to rule well and he did so.  1 Kings 4:29ff, 8:55-61.  He certainly taxed heavily, but the result was great prosperity for all, even though there was resentment for many at the taxation.  The people of the combined kingdom had wealth and power and respect such that they would never have again in Israel’s history.  His son lacked his intelligence and his divine wisdom and so all was lost in a few months. 1 Kings 12:2-11.  Oppression ruled the land after Rehoboam’s stupidity handed the kingdom to chaos.  

Solomon understood tyranny and he hated it, but he saw that it was very common in other lands.  He also saw that for the poor and vulnerable there was little hope to resist the rich, powerful, and well armed.  There was no-one there to stand up for them if the king did not.  Solomon feels the tears of the oppressed and sees that they have none to comfort them.  He feels their pain and for many, in other nations, he was unable to assist. Psalms 69:19-20, 142:1-5.   As the psalmist identifies there is hope in the Lord alone for those who walk with Him and rest upon his power.  It is God alone who stands for powerless man.   2 Timothy 4:16-18.

Verse 2

If man is without divine hope there is no real answer to this level of negativity as Solomon expresses it.  Remember these thoughts are those you will hear expressed at times when you meet intelligent and depressed unbelievers.  What do they benefit above a dead person for they see everything slipping away and all they see ahead is more suffering.  Suicidal thought is not far away from these people and it is hard to hold them back from suicidal thinking at times in a clinical context because without God there isn’t any hope for them!  Solomon comes to the conclusion that the dead are to be praised loudly for their past lives, but most of the living are barely living and are best not looked at too closely, lest you find despair only.  

Verse 3

There is a despair that people feel when they see terrible things.  In the literature of stress and trauma it is called “secondary traumatization” and it is a real cause of depression and suicide on the part of aid workers who have given in to hopelessness in their work, feeling the evil things they fight against are just too great.  Some work hard for years and then are betrayed by a key official or co-worker and the work is lost, and the survivors succumb to despair.  I have seen numerous well meaning people through the years who have been exposed to the full evils of international crisis spots and seen the evils done and the lack of action to bring justice or righteousness.  Some have despaired and given themselves over to pleasure, but more just withdraw into depression and finally death. Psalms 55:6-17.

APPLICATION
A.
PERSONAL
Let us praise the Lord for each and every day, and cast all our cares upon Him while we have breath and sanity.  1 Peter 5:5-10.  The danger of depression is a millimetre away from all who work in Third World contexts if they are without the love, mental stability, and assurance of the care of the Lord God.  Let us draw close to the plan of God for our lives and walk closely hand in hand with Jesus through this valley of tears.  Those who walk with eyes wide open will feel the despair of the lost as they see great evils, but in relationship with Jesus there is hope, and there alone.

B.
PASTORAL
We do not have all the answers to the presence of evil in this world, and there are questions about events that I have for the Lord, but I know the Lord’s character and am relaxed about the answer I will see in heaven when space and time no longer bind my thinking to earth.  Solomon captures the despair of the thinking atheist and it is deep despair indeed.  Relationship with the Lord alone solves the meaning problem.

CONCLUSION
Draw close to the Lord as you walk through this life, or you will have despair as your constant companion.

DOCTRINE
PARAPHRASE
“So I turned back to seriously study into all the tyranny and evil oppression that is done upon man under the sun, and I saw the tears of the oppressed, and they had no comforter to ease their pain, but on the side of the evil oppressors there was power, but their victims had no-one to bring consolation.  Therefore I praised the dead who have already passed over (from such life), I gloried loudly over them more than the living.  Yes, I saw that the quality of the existence of the dead is better than those who have not yet been born to see the evil works of wicked men, and those presently suffering under their oppressive power.”

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 4:4-16
4 Again, I considered all travail, and every right work, that for this a man is envied of his neighbour. This is also vanity and vexation of spirit.

5 The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own flesh.

6 Better is an handful with quietness, than both the hands full with travail and vexation of spirit.

7 Then I returned, and I saw vanity under the sun.

8 There is one alone, and there is not a second; yea, he hath neither child nor brother: yet is there no end of all his labour; neither is his eye satisfied with riches; neither saith he, For whom do I labour, and bereave my soul of good? This is also vanity, yea, it is a sore travail.

9 Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour.

10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.

11 Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone?

12 And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

13 Better is a poor and a wise child than an old and foolish king, who will no more be admonished.

14 For out of prison he cometh to reign; whereas also he that is born in his kingdom becometh poor.

15 I considered all the living which walk under the sun, with the second child that shall stand up in his stead.

16 There is no end of all the people, even of all that have been before them: they also that come after shall not rejoice in him. Surely this also is vanity and vexation of spirit.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
Verse 4

Solomon looks at the successful businessman and sees that labour, skill, and envy combine with most to drive them forward with success.  One CEO said to me last year, “I work with greed as my companion John, it is the one dependable human emotion and drive”.  Solomon captures this thought 3000 years ago, and challenges us to see that hard work, great skills and a drive will produce success as financial and social measures exist to record what “success” is in your society.  But having got that success is it more than chasing the wind, and does it blow away with the wind?

Solomon is correct, for we all need to work hard, and we all need to learn useful and marketable skills, and in both these areas we need to think and plan and position ourselves to win in our local economy.  If we are not prepared to work hard, even with the right skills we will not succeed.  Many with good skills are either not ready to work hard, want “easier hours”, or are overweight and unfit and can’t sustain hard work.  For each thing Solomon rightly blames them if they fail – for we must work hard, there is no alternative.  He will hit each problem with man’s work ethics below.

If we are ready and able to work hard, but lack the right skills for the local market we cannot win either.  To succeed each man needs to position them self into a market and that means selling what is wanted, and preferably what is actually needed!  If we have the skills to meet a need, and can reach the market and become known, we will be successful if we work hard.  Even at this point Solomon comes in and challenges us if we are doing this without a bigger/eternal perspective.  If envy of others is driving us to get success it is all “chasing the wind”, for there will always be someone more successful to chase after.

Verse 5

Solomon makes it very clear that just philosophically speculating and not working at all is not what he encourages, and in this verse he mocks the lazy person.  Someone who is fat and lazy needs to be challenged hard about what matters and what does not, and they need to get active.  Solomon targets the man who has had money and eaten his own profits, and now does not want to work hard any more.  If he just folds his arms across his chest and fails to work for food he will start drawing on his fat reserves and will literally burn his own fat away.  

The fat and lazy man may envy his neighbour and be so bitter about other’s success that he cant/wont work, but either way he will slowly burn away his body if he doesn't work to eat, or if someone doesn't feed him.  The lazy are told to work, and no Christian organisation is to feed those who will not work for their bread.  1 Thessalonians 2:10-13, 4:11-12,  2 Thessalonians 3:7-15.  Even if the lazy man works, he needs the skills to find useful and paying work, and he needs the daily determination to work, but he also needs a reason behind it beyond just the food to ensure there is meaning and purpose in it. 

Verse 6

Solomon can see that if a person has the skills and is ready to work, they are happier if they are quietly and calmly working in what they have been called to do without envy driving them.  A calm and open handed life, ready to give to others, and work for them also is best.  A greedy and grasping man, who seeks to fill both his clenched fists with other’s goods to satisfy himself, will never be happy or satisfied.  We still speak of people being “open handed”, and by this we mean they are neither greedy or mean towards others.  

The man who grasps and clutches things close will destroy the very things he seeks to enjoy by his tension and focused grasping.  Have you seen children who tear and rip at a present and so ruin it before it is even opened.  Such children show the negative character traits being challenged here and need correction before they spoil their lives.  Solomon is mocking this viewpoint and challenging us to examine closely our driver in life; is there any aspect of envy or jealousy?

Verses 7-8
If a man stands alone, what is he building an asset for?  If there are no children to inherit, and no project/charity to support, why would you pour your life out for things that will disappear with your death?  What point is there to your work?  How pathetic to have no son and no brother, with any nephews or nieces and yet be gathering together all you can, for who or what?  Solomon challenges the man to think about his goals and re-set them.  Why keep driving yourself to gather riches when they cannot satisfy you unless you learn to enjoy what you have here and now.  Why deny yourself enjoyment of the goods you have now, why simply gather together “stuff” for others to seize and enjoy later?

Verses 9-10
If a man works on alone he is vulnerable and all his labour ends when he does, but if he even has a friend to stand with him there is a little more value/point to his work, for the other man can share the labour and share the rewards.  If one man works with another and they share their labour, they also share the risks and can assist each other in the fields.  An old friend was injured seriously in a farm accident and he lay for many hours because he was alone in his work.  Solomon thinks about the dangers and the rewards of teamwork, and also of finding a “friendship family” even if you lack a genetic family.  Within the church this is our challenge, especially for those of us without natural family that we share anything with, but in Christ we can find people who are truly our brothers and sisters. 
Verses 11-12
There is a fellowship that warms the body and the heart and all close relationships are meant to achieve this.  You cannot warm yourself by lying still, only by working hard, but if there is another, by cuddling them you can warm each other by mutual body heat.  If two work together there is always benefit, but that requires focusing on things beyond just one person’s perspective.  That is the challenge of Solomon to us all.  Can we see beyond our own agenda and work with another to achieve a bigger goal?  

Verses 13-14
How teachable are we?  Are we ready to be challenged, rebuked, or corrected by others?   Can we hear correction without feeling threatened?  It is better to be poor and wise as a young person for you can learn, change and be successful over time, but if you are an old and foolish king all your wealth will not save you from disaster.  The greatest wealth and power can be lost with the most simple and apparently insignificant decision.  I have seen an old friend who was destined for great things destroy himself totally on the basis of one stupid sexual affair with a woman who was not worth the result, and in my experience in my clinic no man or woman is “worth the result” for fornication.

“There is no fool like an old fool”.  This is the saying in our country regarding old men who chase younger women and who with their wealth are able to “catch” women, who they don’t realise are more dangerous and evil than they could ever have imagined.  A man who cannot be warned, because he will not take correction is in danger of losing all things he has built no matter how big the pile of treasure is at the time of his stupidity.  The recent financial crisis has seen a lot of this.

The poorest man with character and teachability is able to rise out of the prison house and be a ruler of kingdoms, because he has learned to make the right decisions under maximum pressure.  Joseph was the best example of this phenomenon, for he was able to rise up from the poverty of prison to the riches of pharaoh’s second in command.  He had learned in gaol to be a good servant, and faithful in tasks.  He had also learned patience and obedience to the Lord’s plan for his life.  Genesis 39-45. 

Verses 15-16
Solomon may be picturing here the handover of power between the old and the new guard in government.  It may be he is thinking of Joseph, and reflecting how the younger people will gather quickly around the new power base in the palace in order to “hitch their star” to the rising one.  Youth wants to accelerate forward and so it should, but Solomon challenges all to think about the eternal issues as they do press forward.  Whatever we aim at should be worthy of us and worthy of eternal values.  

The real issue is what history says later about all those who exercised power, not what people say about us as we start out.  There are always replacements for us all, and the next generation rises up and stands in our place as if they have always been there.  What we have done while we held our brief place of power is what we will be judged for, and the challenge is to make sure that it actually matters eternally.  Is it all “chasing after the wind”? Many will assess us badly, and say we “wasted time” and were a “waste of space”, but the question remains, were we?   Whose assessment finally matters above all others?

APPLICATION
A.
PERSONAL
If envy of others drives us to succeed then that driver will be a short cut to success but also an ankle tapper for enjoyment of that success, for there will always be a richer person to envy and chase after.  Envy and jealousy are bad masters, and never reward us for our success; they just raise higher goals.  Let us ensure we are driven by the things that matter eternally, rather than the things that don’t matter in time or eternity. 

What are we building our assets for? Why are we saving what we are saving?  Are we focused upon what the Lord has called us to achieve here or are we basing our spending and saving strategies upon the viewpoint of a man?  Can we work with others?  Do we have a viewpoint that is big enough to include the lives of those we care for, and the friends who we can make part of our lives?  Are we good friends to others?  Let us challenge our self centeredness and be corrected by the Lord’s Word and be judged by the Lord’s assessment alone.

B.
PASTORAL
Let us teach the Lord’s perspective on assigning values, not that of men.  God’s assessment of worth is all that matters finally for only that is eternal.  Let us teach real values to God’s people, and not be led astray by the stupidity of modern theologies that lead man to value the things of space and time rather than the rewards and crowns of eternity.

CONCLUSION
People will always rise up and stand in our place eventually, and we will be judged by them for all we have done, but the final word is the Lord’s word over us, for all the men who replace us are themselves replaced.

PARAPHRASE
“And again is closely examined all seriously stressful work, and every form of good endeavour, for it is success in these things that makes a person envious of his neighbour.  This sort of envy is all wind chasing nonsense. The lazy fat fool folds his arms across his chest and does not work, and quietly absorbs his own fat.  It is better to have a handful of blessing with a quiet and satisfied spirit than two fists full of troubled work and empty pointless wealth.  Then I looked around again and I saw the emptiness of all labour under the sun.  Here is a man who is absolutely alone; he has no brother or child of his own, yet there is no end to his unrelenting wearisome toil. Neither is his eye satisfied with the wealth he has, and his bitterness is expressed when he says, ‘For who do I labour this hard and feel grief every day?’  ‘This is all chasing the wind and hard sorrowful work’. Two are better than one, for they can mutually support and reward each other.  For if one falls the other can lift up and restore his brother, but woe to the man alone who falls, being pressed down by labours, for there is no-one there to lift him up and stabilise him again. Again, if two lie together in a bed they give each other warmth, but how can one be warm alone?  And if an enemy stand and fight against one, (how will he survive?) but if there are two they can stand against the evil man, and a three stranded rope is not easily broken.  Better is a needy poor young child than a foolish old king who will not receive corrective admonishment any more.  Out of the prison of poverty that child will rise up to become king, but the one born into riches in the palace of a fool will become needy and poverty stricken.  I considered all those who stumble through this life under the sun, and saw that they are all replaced by others.  There is no end of people rising up to replace us all.  There is no end of those who have gone before us.  They will come after us and will not necessarily rejoice and give thanks for us.  Surely all this is just empty chasing of the wind and sorrow to our spirit.”
NOTES
CHAPTER 5
INTRODUCTION

Solomon had been given the greatest gift of wisdom that was ever given to any man, and he has discovered how few valued godly wisdom, how fewer still applied it into their lives, and how few have truly given themselves to the wisdom of God and walked in it. He sees the legacy of his own sexual sins and feels the rot in his own soul that is sexual immorality’s final fruit. He faces the fact that he himself has failed God’s trust and gifts to him. He feels the deep frustration of a man who has everything except the “well done” of his Lord. 

He has chosen the path of wealth, power, and sexual pleasure, and he has these things, but the cost has been spiritually high. Matthew 16:26. He has learned more than any man of his day, and yet he has lost his joy in the Lord. The greatest man in history, and the wisest man in history, is proved a fool by his own life experiment in CARNALITY. Only SPIRITUALITY delivers sustainable joy in this life, and this book is the final proof of that fact.

What Solomon delivers to us as a result of his carnal years is the most powerful and useful statement of the hopelessness of life without God that has ever been written in the history of man. All human philosophical systems that leave God out of their thinking must arrive at the same spiritually flat and empty place Solomon does. The book is positive because of this. It leaves us with the very positive affirmation of the value, importance and finality of relationship with God, for without it all is meaningless in mankind’s walk upon this earth. 

The word “vanity” occurs 37 times in this book, and the phrase “under the sun” occurs 29 times. Life without God and without eternal life with God is truly empty of meaning, hope, purpose and significance (the meaning of the word “vanity”).  Without God man is simply dancing towards death “under the heat of the sun”. Don’t try to find references to the “Sun god’s” reign over pagan man here, because it’s not. This is just a phrase that sums up the basic reality of man’s life, especially in the Middle East; the sun is hot over your head most days, and if you stay out in it you get burned. 

Satan’s main tool to destroy mankind is deception. He is the great counterfeiter of happiness, and the great deceiver about the cost of his way of life. He lies to men and women about the cost of their sins, telling them that the wages of sin is not death, but happiness beyond their wildest dreams. The danger for foolish mankind is that they become so surrounded by lies that they no longer see the truth clearly, or hear the voices of truth speak to them. 

This is where Solomon’s phrase “under the sun” comes into its own. The sun is the constant reminder that you are a frail human being in a world that has a fierce heat at the centre of this universe. We walk under the daily fire of the sun, and upon this fragile crust of earth, with fire beneath our feet, and we need to walk thoughtfully. Solomon’s conclusion will be that if we want to walk happily, we are best to find a relationship with our maker and Saviour, for there is no happiness without that relationship. 

The next chapters cover three basic subjects on his philosophical and carnal journey:

Chapter 5:1-8    

Religion as a way to find happiness.

Chapters 5:9 – 6:12
Wealth as a way to find happiness

Chapters 7:1 – 12:12
Morality and upright Practical Philosophy as a way to happiness.

Chapter 12:13-14

The Final Conclusion that relationship with God is the only way to find anything of value on this earth.

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 4:17 (in the KJV) THROUGH 5:1-20
17/1 Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil. 
2 Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. 
3 For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool’s voice is known by multitude of words. 
4 When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. 
5 Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay. 
6 Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say thou before the angel, that it was an error: wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and destroy the work of thine hands? 
7 For in the multitude of dreams and many words there are also divers vanities: but fear thou God. 
8 If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the matter: for he that is higher than the highest regardeth; and there be higher than they. 
9 Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is served by the field. 
10 He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity. 
11 When goods increase, they are increased that eat them: and what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the beholding of them with their eyes? 
12 The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little or much: but the abundance of the rich will not suffer him to sleep. 
13 There is a sore evil which I have seen under the sun, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt. 14 But those riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth a son, and there is nothing in his hand. 
15 As he came forth of his mother’s womb, naked shall he return to go as he came, and shall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry away in his hand. 
16 And this also is a sore evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he go: and what profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind? 
17 All his days also he eateth in darkness, and he hath much sorrow and wrath with his sickness. 
18 Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion. 
19 Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God. 
20 For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because God answereth him in the joy of his heart.

REFLECTION
1 Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil.

2 Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.
Karl Marx said that “religion is the opiate of the people”. In a very important way he was absolutely correct, for religion is Satan’s ace trump to fool and debilitate man, and deceive them into thinking that they do not need a Saviour. Most religion is deceptive, not a pathway to the truth of God. Refer to the BTB study below on RELIGION. Fake religious experience is seen by the fruit of the life of the people who practise its nonsense. True religion will produce the fruit of the Holy Spirit in the life of its adherents, but fake and satanic religions will produce hypocrisy, arrogance and murder; for these are the fruits of the Old Sin Nature, and in false religion these things are dominant. John 8:44-52, James 1:26-27. 

One of the fruits of true worship is a spirit of righteousness, holiness and reverence. In Old Sin Nature dominated religious experience people rush into their “worship services” and behave in self centred ways, and act with arrogant manners. Satanic false religions will emphasise self centred and satisfied emotion above rational-emotive worship, and will split the soul and spirit and body experiences, whereas genuine worship of God will always unify people with other believers, and unify individuals within themselves. 

God brings healing of the soul, and spirit, and body, and brings unity amongst those who love God. Wherever unity and healing are present there is good evidence that Satan isn’t working, and God is most likely to be working. One good sign of holy fruit is however not enough to assess worship; all the fruit of the Holy Spirit ought to be present when there is genuine worship of God. 

Solomon notes that the first sign is a soft tread upon the earth as people enter the house of God; a holy “fear of the Lord” and desire not to draw attention to themselves. If people have a genuine sense that they are approaching God, then they will do so with reverence and quietness, and keep their heads low to the ground. There will be no arrogance in any posture or word when genuine believers approach the true God in a real spirit of worship. Genesis 28:16-19, Exodus 3:1-6, Leviticus 10:1-15, Psalms 89:5-18, Isaiah 1:10-20. 

This serious sense of worship is carried into the early church at the Communion Table, and Paul rebukes the Corinthians for their laxness and flippancy in their worship, and indicates that several of their members have died the SIN UNTO DEATH as a result of drinking the Communion Cup unworthily. 1 Corinthians 11:23-34. 

Solomon’s second sign of a genuine spirit of worship is the readiness to hear the Word of God, and a control over the tongue of the worshipper. A false spirit in the worshipper is seen in their incessant talking in the worship place, whereas the true worshipper is silent before the Lord and listens to the words being taught. Once again Corinth was a centre of trouble in the early church regarding this. The people were too eager to talk and not ready to be under the control of the Holy Spirit, who will never produce confusion or chaos. Paul orders them all to silence while the prophets speak and the preachers preach. 1 Corinthians 14:29-40. 

The “sacrifice of fools” is their babbling voices chattering nonsense in the presence of their creator. God is in heaven, from where He made the universe; He doesn’t need our babbling nonsense, for we can add nothing to His glory. Psalms 50:8-23, Jeremiah 7:21-29, Hosea 6:5-7, Malachi 1:9-14, 3:6-10, Hebrews 10:26-36. Let your words be few believer, but let them be well thought through and thankful.  Begin with CONFESSION and walk quietly before the one who made all things. Boldly approach the Throne of Grace, but remember you tread on blood soaked ground, and walk in thankfulness with humility because of what God has done for you. Refer to the BTB study on GRACE.  

3 For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool’s voice is known by multitude of words.

4 When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed.

5 Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.
Intelligent people speak little, but what they say is worth hearing. Fools speak a great deal and nothing they say is of any value to the hearer. Have you been in the fellowship of fools? When you end the night and reflect upon the words heard there has been nothing of any value spoken. Life is too short to waste it with fools speaking nonsense. Let us value our moments and days, and “buy up the time we have, for the days are evil”, and there is great need of haste. Ephesians 5:15-18. We are not here upon the earth to relax and put our feet up in a deck chair too often. There is a time to rest and relax, but there is work to be done upon the earth for the Lord, and we are called to do it. All our work for the Lord is WORSHIP AND PRAISE.

Significant DREAMS may come to God’s people at times, and certainly they occur numerous times in the biblical record as a way of communicating a special truth. When such things occur they will be communicated in a direct manner by the godly people receiving them, and there will not be drama and multiplication of words over them; God’s people communicate the truth simply and directly without drawing attention to them selves. 

Satan’s people, and those fools controlled by their Old Sin Natures are the ones who make drama out of revelation, rather than communication. We are here upon the earth to ensure that all people who will hear us know the truth about God; we are not here for others to admire us and be amazed at our educated way of speaking and our great eloquence!

Vows were important promises made to God before witnesses and the Mosaic Law had strict rules about what vows could be later altered and what could not. It was a serious thing to promise to the Lord that you would do something and then break that word to God. This was a very serious matter and would bring judgement upon you. Numbers 30:1ff, Deuteronomy 23:21-23. 

If a promise was made to pay an amount to the Lord, that promise was not to be changed by later circumstances. If money was to be paid, then it was to be paid promptly, before temptation set in and altered your mind and opened you to judgement. It is man’s performance of his promises that brings blessing to mankind, not his promises alone. It is not words but deeds that matter. Psalms 66:13-20, 116:14-18, 147:9-11, James 2:14-26.

6 Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say thou before the angel, that it was an error: wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and destroy the work of thine hands?

7 For in the multitude of dreams and many words there are also divers vanities: but fear thou God.
When I wrote a book on the history of the Royal New Zealand Naval Volunteer Reserve I had to speak to many older officers and men of World War Two. They told me many stories of their exploits in the War, but one man summed up those of many by telling me of his posting into a situation where he was unprepared for the responsibilities he had to quickly assume. He quietly said to me, “John, fear is a wonderful teacher”. He was so scared that he learned faster to do what was right and required than he ever would have in a time of peace and security. The FEAR of the Lord purifies the heart and mind, and keeps the body pure of sin also. We need to be in holy fear of the Lord’s judgement upon us, for His DIVINE DISCIPLINE upon believers is severe at times.

Solomon strongly warns in verse six, “Do not talk yourself into sin”. Don’t try to excuse yourself before angels but face the facts of your sin and deal with them before God before you are in such deep trouble that you cannot escape judgement. We are surrounded by the angels at all times, and need to be aware that they watch our works. We are not responsible to them, for the elect angels are assigned to believers for their protection. We are responsible to God and to Him alone we give account of our work! Refer to the BTB studies, ANGELS, ANGELIC CONFLICT, JUDGEMENT SEAT (BEMA) OF CHRIST. Don’t tempt the Lord to judge you by your stupid actions. 

Verse seven again reminds us that foolish people are known by the multitude of their dreams, visions and words. These things indicate a fake, not a true prophet. When God speaks to mankind, it is rarely and specifically, and if a person is always having dreams and visions, then they are fake and manufactured by the mind; they are not real spiritual phenomena. Refer to the BTB study PROPHET.

8 If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the matter: for he that is higher than the highest regardeth; and there be higher than they.

9 Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is served by the field.
“Fear God and serve the king”. This was the direct order of Proverbs 23:21, and 24:21. The fear of the Lord will purify the heart from evil thoughts, and focus the mind upon service of the Lord in truth and holiness. Isaiah 50:7-11. One of the signs of this spiritual purity will be care for the genuine poor and integrity in justice. A godly person will not pervert justice, nor lead others astray from it. Man may think they get away with perversions of justice, but the Lord God sees all things and takes action against those who pervert justice. It is the focus upon the ordinary things in a society that purify that society. 

It is a concern for justice, and a concern for basic agriculture that stabilises a nation state. Verse nine reminds the king that it is not making war that certifies a king as great, but stabilising the means of production and ensuring that the farming sector is productive, and that the produce gets to market efficiently. Only if the king focuses his attention upon these things will he serve his people well. The king over the State, and the pastor over the local church, both have a responsibility of stewardship, and that means they focus their energies on feeding their people. The pastor is to be the shepherd of the sheep of God’s flock, and that means they are protected and fed often the life giving Word of God. Refer to the BTB studies, STEWARDSHIP, SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP.

10 He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity.

11 When goods increase, they are increased that eat them: and what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the beholding of them with their eyes?
If you love things, you will never be satisfied by those things, for you will never own all of them, so there will always be more to have. Once you commit your heart to love things that cannot satisfy, you have set your heart upon frustration, and you will achieve that!  It is absolute “vanity” (empty of purpose, meaning, significance, and joy) to place your heart upon the pursuit of silver. There is only so much of any thing that a person can enjoy, and beyond that he cannot enjoy it. 

There are only so many cars that you can drive, only so many houses you can live in. I am always baffled by stupid rich people who have twenty cars, twelve boats, or ten mansions, for such extravagance shows their pathetic mental attitude. They hope that more things will make them happy, but it will only give them more worries.  What good is it to just look at the things you own, when really all that matters is what you wear, live underneath, and what you eat and drink? 

More things simply mean more people to maintain them, and then those people need to be maintained with food! Solomon was a seriously rich man and had all the palaces and clothes and farms he could have and he saw through them all as a source of happiness. It is not in quantity of any thing that happiness is to be found, for only one house can be lived in, one car driven, and one set of clothes worn at any time. Refer to the BTB study on MONEY, and WEALTH.

12 The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little or much: but the abundance of the rich will not suffer him to sleep.

13 There is a sore evil which I have seen under the sun, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt.

14 But those riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth a son, and there is nothing in his hand.

15 As he came forth of his mother’s womb, naked shall he return to go as he came, and shall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry away in his hand.
It is interesting to hear the stories of those who have looked after the rich and famous. A security guard for overseas oil royalty once told me that their lives are not to be envied at all. They need armed security at all times, and they travel hurriedly from place to place, always fearful of armed thieves. They have great wealth but can only enjoy it within their secured palaces. He noted, “their doctors wake them up with a pill and they are put to sleep with a pill each night”. 

Solomon reflects upon the settled sleep of the labouring man; it is restful and he has no worries as he rests his tired bones and muscles. It is the tiredness of the muscles that guarantees sleep quality, and I spend my time encouraging wealthy and sedentary people to end their day with an hour working out with weights to ensure they rest their minds and bodies through the night. 

The gathering of wealth for its own sake will come back and destroy the hoarder of their wealth. The more they hoard goods, the more tempting a target they become to thieves, fools, and fraudsters.  The wealthy person gains nothing by hoarding wealth. Wealth is given by the Lord to be used to assist one’s fellows, by providing employment or supporting missions and doing good works. 

Dying with too much wealth stored away, not working for good, is a very bad sign for a believer, for it means they do not see their STEWARDSHIP correctly. What we have been given we are to use, never bury away in the ground or bank vault. Luke 19:20-27. Jesus refers to those who have hidden their assets away as “wicked” people, for they have failed to do what was required of them with what they received from the Lord.

The “facts of life” need to be remembered by us all. We were naked when we came out of our mother’s wombs and we die without any goods being owned by us. In between these two events we “own” things, and we are to see them as on temporary loan, to be used by us for the work the Lord has called us to. All that is saved up to pass on to children is lost, for if a child is a fool they will waste it all anyway, so why pass it on? 

We are focused upon passing on wealth to our children, but we ought to be focused upon passing on biblical character, for then whether they have wealth or not, they will be safe and useful to the Lord in all their paths. Psalms 49:15-20, Luke 12:16-25. The words of Jesus in the parable he tells in the Luke passage is a powerful one, for none of us know the hour of our death and we ought to live in daily awareness that we walk the paths of this world by the Maker’s permission and His grace and favour alone.

16 And this also is a sore evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he go: and what profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind?

17 All his days also he eateth in darkness, and he hath much sorrow and wrath with his sickness.
There are two extremes in attitudes to wealth that Solomon mocks with vigour, for he would have seen them both, just as we have. He mocks the person who has wealth and uses it for fluff and nonsense and gathers things around him as if they really will deliver happiness to him. All that man works for is blown away by the winds of time, and from as many directions as he gains his wealth it will be eventually blown. It is seeing all we gain as a gift from God, to be used for God; this alone gives us the perspective that keeps us safe from lust that is destructive and pointless. 

Solomon mocks also the foolish miser who is so mean that he wont even light lamps to throw light in his house, for such a man will not stop sickness, disaster, or death visiting him. It is a miserable thing to go to a rich man’s house and be cold there, or see that he is saving money by turning lights off that cost little, but create a dark atmosphere. 

Misers are as foolish as spendthrifts. To foolishly save money on things that you should take advantage of is as stupid as to waste money on things you don’t need. What is needed for both is for them to pause and reflect upon the Lord who gave them their wealth and use it properly, and that will mean keeping warm, and with bright light at night to read God’s Word and share it with others.

18 Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion.

19 Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God.

20 For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because God answereth him in the joy of his heart.
Solomon isn’t saying here, “eat, drink and be merry”, but he is saying that it is right and proper to use what the Lord has done to live as well as you can to enable you to fulfil your mission before the Lord. If your wealth is used to ensure you serve the Lord to the maximum, then that is a good use of your wealth. All that you earn in hard work you are entitled to enjoy upon this earth, but in a spirit that is looking to the things the Lord would have you do, not narcissistic self centeredness. 

In all our enjoyment we remember the end of our life, and the reality of our coming death keeps us from being too distracted by the details of life.  It is not wrong to enjoy the details of life, and to savour old memories that are sweet, but it is wrong to spend all our time looking back at the past, or looking around at our “stuff”. God wants us focused on why we are still alive, and doing the things we need to do to fulfil our on-going mission. We know our mission on earth is over because we are looking at the Lord face to face. Refer to the BTB studies DEATH, DYING GRACE.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION
1.
Walk with soft foot fall into your worship service believer. Walk with humility, in thankfulness for grace and mercy shown. Let us be challenged about the state of our worship services, for they are often noisy, emotional, self-centred affairs, whereas the Word of God makes clear that they should be Christ centred, quiet, reflective, and challenging experiences. Thankfulness and the teaching of the Word will always lead to praise in song, but the right place for that is at the end of the service, not the beginning. The early church had no musical instruments, but prayed aloud and sang aloud the Psalms with the only music being the human voice. I am not saying that we should get rid of all musical instruments, but I am saying they should not dominate our services! Let us begin our services with more quietness, so that the Lord’s people can do business with their God before they hear the Word taught and celebrate the Communion Service together.

2.
We are called to be HERALDS of the King of kings, and that means we are here to communicate His truth, not draw attention to ourselves. We are here to ensure that all understand the simple truth, not create dramas and confusion. God is the author of order, never confusion. 

3.
We are STEWARDS of all we receive in this world, and so let us use it “as unto the Lord”. We are not to be either misers who won’t turn lights on and warm cold rooms, or spendthrifts who buy every toy they desire. We are to relax with what the Lord has given and use it for the Lord’s work and our own comfort, that we might do more. It is incredibly stupid for believers to have cold houses where they get sick with colds and flu when they can afford to heat their house!  It is stupid to eat rubbish food if they can afford to eat good food. Being as healthy and fit as possible is an exercise of good stewardship; you are using your substance to increase your ability to work for God. That is why we are here!  Let us be intelligent in our use of what the Lord has given us, whether it is small or great. 

DOCTRINES
CHRISTIAN LIFE – SPIRITUALITY – CARNALITY

CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

CHRISTIAN LIFE – STEWARDSHIP

CHRISTIAN LIFE – FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

HOLY SPIRIT – FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

SIN – OLD SIN NATURE

SIN – FRUIT OF THE OLD SIN NATURE

RELIGION

SIN – SIN UNTO DEATH

GRACE

DREAMS

HERALDS

JOHN THE BAPTIST – HERALD

FEAR

CHRISTIAN LIFE – DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS

CHURCH – CHURCH DISCIPLINE

CHURCH – SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP

ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT

ANGELS

JUDGEMENT – JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

PROPHET AND PROPHECY
MONEY

PARAPHRASE
“Guard your feet from falling when you go into the house of the Lord.  Approach the Lord quickly in order to hear all He has for you.  Do not be quick to offer the sacrifice of lazy and unthinking fools, for they do not think through their evil works.  Do not be hasty in the things you promise God, and do not let your mouth say anything that isn’t full thought through before the Lord.  God is in heaven, you are on earth, so let your words be few.  Dreams come from the stress of too much worrying work, and a fool’s words are known by the abundance of their (fine sounding but empty) words. When you vow a vow before the Lord, do not hesitate to fulfil the conditions of that vow.  God takes no pleasure at all in fools (who speak but do not think through and follow through to perform what they say). Pay fully what you have promised to pay.  It is better that you don’t vow, than vow and not perform it fully. Do not allow your mouth to cause your body to sin, neither say before the angels, ‘the thing was an unthinking error’.  Why would you (place yourself in a position where) God was violently and righteously angry at you?  Why would you place yourself in the position where God would flash out judgement and destroy all the works of your hands?  For in many fine sounding words and dreams there are equally many stupidities.  Rather (than say things you should not), just fear the Lord.”

“When you see the violent oppression of the vulnerable, and the violent perverting of justice in the provinces do not be surprised at this evil.  Remember that the one who is high above all powers also sees such things, and he has taken action, for he is higher than the oppressors.  The good things that come from the earth are for all men, and the king himself is served by the tillage of the soil.  However, he that loves silver will never be satisfied with the silver he has (he will always desire more), for he will desire to add profit to profit, and this is stupidity and emptiness of soul.   When prosperity increases goods and food, then simply the people that devour the goods also increase in numbers to consume them.  What good is silver, (or vast wealth of any sort if you cannot use it), for you can only take pleasure in looking at it. The sleep of the hard labouring servant is sweet, whether he eats a great deal or a little, but the rich person who eats too much cannot sleep because of that.”

“There is a great cause of burnout which I have seen under the sun, namely that people foolishly keep to themselves riches to no good purpose and indeed to their judgement.  These riches perish completely through evil work, and when that (foolish man) begets a son there is nothing in his hands left to give his son.  As he came forth from his mother’s womb naked, so he will return just as he came out.  We can take nothing into eternity in our human hands.  And so all this hard work we have done, we have lost it all from our hands before we pass through death.  There is no eternal benefit – it was all labouring for the wind.  And in all the days of his life he quickly devoured his food in the darkness and had much frustrated sorrow, bitter violent anger, and sickness. Look closely at what I have seen clearly.  It is a good and beautiful thing to eat and drink normally and enjoy the good things that ones hard labour has brought us all the days of our short life.  For all these things are indeed a gift of God.  He does not think then (as he thanks God for good food and drink) of the hard work, for God answers (his thankfulness) with joy in his heart.” 

CHAPTER 6
INTRODUCTION

Great wealth can be a great blessing in Christian work, and where wealth is a gift of the Lord, the believer so blessed is able to pour out from their storehouse and bless many missions. A mature believer’s attitude to great wealth is that it has been received to bless others and support God’s mission work. The mature believer is not deceived by the wealth, as if it is a thing in itself a blessing; they see it as simply “assets to be used”, as the Holy Spirit directs. The person who is not wise in the doctrines of God’s Word however is in a totally different situation. They will see their wealth as “stuff” to be enjoyed by them and their friends and family, and in their lust to enjoy and take their fill of the pleasures that their wealth gives them access to, they destroy their life, their health, their morality, and their family and friend network. 

The mature believer uses their wealth to bless the Lord’s work, but the “fool” is used and abused by their wealth! The mature believer feeds hungrily on God’s Word daily, for they see the words of the truth of the Lord as their guide to better understand and use their wealth, but the “fool” is so excited by the prospect of spending large amounts of money on themselves that their interest in eternal things is choked from their life by the satanic deception of self centred wealth. As in the parable of the sower and the seed, the newly rich person is spiritually choked by the weeds that grow in the manure of their wealth fed lusts. Matthew 13:22,  Mark 4:18-19. Wealth can be a blessing or a curse; it all depends upon the MENTAL ATTITUDE and MATURITY of the believer involved. Solomon reflects upon this fact further in our chapter below.

ECCLESIASTES 6:1-12
1 There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is common among men: 
2 A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it: this is vanity, and it is an evil disease. 
3 If a man beget an hundred children, and live many years, so that the days of his years be many, and his soul be not filled with good, and also that he have no burial; I say, that an untimely birth is better than he. 
4 For he cometh in with vanity, and departeth in darkness, and his name shall be covered with darkness. 
5 Moreover he hath not seen the sun, nor known any thing: this hath more rest than the other. 
6 Yea, though he live a thousand years twice told, yet hath he seen no good: do not all go to one place? 
7 All the labour of man is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not filled. 
8 For what hath the wise more than the fool? What hath the poor, that knoweth to walk before the living? 
9 Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the desire: this is also vanity and vexation of spirit. 
10 That which hath been is named already, and it is known that it is man: neither may he contend with him that is mightier than he. 
11 Seeing there be many things that increase vanity, what is man the better? 
12 For who knoweth what is good for man in this life, all the days of his vain life which he spendeth as a shadow? For who can tell a man what shall be after him under the sun?

REFLECTION
1 There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is common among men:

2 A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it: this is vanity, and it is an evil disease.
Solomon identifies the corrosive effect of wealth upon the fool as “an evil”. Remember from PROVERBS Solomon’s definition of a “fool”. It is a person who has ignored the most obvious fact about their existence; they forget that they are mortal, the creatures of the great Creator God. The fool does not factor in their end, and the fact that their maker will require an account from them at the end as to their stewardship with what they received from His hands. 

The poor fool is restricted in the things they can do by available time and finances, but the rich fool has no such limits upon them. They may do anything their OLD SIN NATURE leads them into, and without doctrine to set biblical and moral limits, their lusts rule them. The result is always painful in the end, but deceptively pleasant in the beginning. The abuse of money for self centred ends, and the deceptiveness of money in choking out people’s spiritual life is “common amongst men”, and it is an “evil disease” that shows the sickness they suffer from – pride. 

Unless God gives the wealthy person the power to see their wealth for what it truly is, they will be destroyed by the burden of it. Wealth “truly is” simply assets to be used to do great and noble things, or foolish and self centred things. The truth about wealth is that it is nothing in and of itself; it is what is done with the wealth that determines its final value to the person who received it. 

All wealth is received “under the sun”; that is, it is received only for our very short time here on earth. It may be used for good, noble, and lasting spiritual projects, or it may be squandered away on things that have no final value in the light of death’s present reign over all mankind. People who do not live in light of their end are like people who get on a plane and do not ask where it is going, and what will happen to them when they get to the final destination. They are “fools” indeed.

The ultimate judgement on wealth is often however seen in time upon the earth. I have seen it many times in my counselling practise, with seriously wealthy people who are unable to eat their own food without special requirements being met beforehand. Some have a medical condition that stops them robustly enjoying certain foods and activities that their wealth would make possible. Others have become so stressed, or neurotic, through their self centred life style that they are incapable of eating and drinking normally. Some are so restricted in their diets (by neurosis, stress caused gastric trouble, or due to advice from the crooked “gurus” they have hired) that they eat only uncooked vegetables. 

Dr J Vernon McGee in his wonderful “Thru the Bible Radio Commentary” on this passage recalled seeing a great millionaire in the USA eating in one of his own hotels. He was eating an unappetizing meal of steamed vegetables while his staff were eating T-Bone steaks. He was also unable to enjoy fine wine, but his staff was able to drink the “leftovers” of fine wine worth hundreds of dollars a bottle. Who was the better off person, the owner of the hotel, or his poor staff? Solomon mocks the person who has wealth, but whose life style choices have so restricted their enjoyment of their wealth that they may as well not have it at all.

3 If a man beget an hundred children, and live many years, so that the days of his years be many, and his soul be not filled with good, and also that he have no burial; I say, that an untimely birth is better than he.

4 For he cometh in with vanity, and departeth in darkness, and his name shall be covered with darkness.
Many foolishly believe that they are gathering wealth for their children, and yet they have no guarantees as to how their children will turn out, and whether they will have the mental and moral capacity to use the wealth without it destroying their children and squandering their inherited money. Even if a person has 100 children and lives a hundred years they have no guarantees that there will be benefit from the inheritance of wealth by those children. They cannot know whether their children will have capacity to enjoy the wealth and use it properly, or will simply squander it. 

There is no guarantee for any person whose “soul is not filled with good”. If a person is not walking in the truth of Bible doctrine/wisdom they have no guarantees of anything, for they have no-one to guarantee anything for them. It is the Lord alone who can guarantee outcomes; no other power has the ability to guarantee an outcome, and make a promise that can be depended upon. Refer to the BTB study below PROMISES. 

To the religiously observant Jew, the most important thing was that they received a good burial, with the appropriate prayers said and that their family respected their body, buried them properly, and visited the grave to honour their memory. Solomon has lived long enough to see war, disease, famine, and the results of personal bankruptcies. He has seen wealthy men who had built tombs for themselves, who have lost all their wealth before their death, and lost even the right to burial in the tomb they have had prepared for themselves. 

They are in the same place as the aborted foetus cast out upon the rubbish heap. The foetus has suffered less than they do, for the dead baby does not know what they have lost, but the once wealthy man knows deeply what he has lost. The darkness that wraps around him in death is darkness indeed, for he has no hope for eternity, and he has no hope upon the earth, for his name is forgotten within a generation. Refer to the BTB study below ETERNAL LIFE.

5 Moreover he hath not seen the sun, nor known any thing: this hath more rest than the other.

6 Yea, though he live a thousand years twice told, yet hath he seen no good: do not all go to one place?
The baby who dies before even feeling the sun has lost less than the man who loses every hope, dream, aspiration and joy. We tend to see the death of a child as a great loss of opportunity and we focus upon the loss, but Solomon’s viewpoint in the death of a child was educated by his own father and mother’s experience with the loss of their first child. 2 Samuel 12:10-23. David is absolutely assured that his dead baby is with God and that one day he will go to meet the Lord himself and the baby has lost nothing, for it has eternal life with God. 

Solomon’s viewpoint is so different from our own today that we need to pause and reflect upon our attitude towards life and death. Remember the words of Jesus regarding the children. Matthew 19:13-14. Many foolishly believe that if they could live for 2000 years upon the earth with wealth and good health throughout, then they would fully satisfy their soul and enjoy all that the world has to offer. Solomon corrects that thought. If a person “sees no good”; if they do not know the goodness of God in their soul, they will still face the sadness of death in the end. All their joy upon the earth is over at one point, and a smart person factors that into their value system!

7 All the labour of man is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not filled.

8 For what hath the wise more than the fool? What hath the poor, that knoweth to walk before the living?
The appetite of mankind is never filled up by any labour or pleasure activity of man. We always will find more to lust after if lust dominates our thinking. The appetite is never filled permanently, for after the passage of but a few hours, we are “hungry” again for pleasures previously filled. All we labour for is to fill our mouth with food, and yet we always need to eat more within hours of the last meal. Only disease and the physical reality of the changes in the body, as a person is dying, end the appetite for food. It is only the shocked, the sick, or the dying who lose their appetite. 

What really does the wise person have more than the fool? The answer is then given; the wise know how to live properly before the rest of the living, and before God Himself. The wise person knows how to live well and use their time valuably before the Lord and mankind. The poorest person may know this, and walk in a manner that wins eternal rewards from God. The presence of wealth does not either hinder or encourage a godly walk; it simply enables the wealthy person to achieve things that the poor person cannot, through funding good works. Refer to the BTB study WALKING. 

9 Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the desire: this is also vanity and vexation of spirit.

10 That which hath been is named already, and it is known that it is man: neither may he contend with him that is mightier than he.
It is better to see clearly with the eyes what is real and meaningful, than wander around this world looking for something that does not really exist at all. Clear sight as to the things of true value is always a useful thing. The purpose of all Bible teaching is to communicate true sight to the spiritually blind. This is a work of the pastor upon the word in the power and abilities the Holy Spirit gives, and it is a work of the Holy Spirit upon the hearer to break through the blindness caused by the WORLDLINESS that afflicts mankind. Wandering about trying to fill the appetites is a pathetic life choice, and yet so many are “wandering about” and achieving so very little. Such a life style is hopeless and pointless; it is a life style of empty wind. Solomon describes such a frantic search for happiness as vanity and emptiness. 

The truth is well known and has been since Adam and Eve walked in the Garden of Eden. The truth has been “named already”, and mankind does not need to look very far to understand what is in man. The smart man knows that he is unable to contend or argue with God who made him and all that exists. Even though we may state this, so many people continue their rebellion against God, and continue their life path and ignore God’s rightful demands upon them. Truly their lives are empty of meaning and sense, and any hope they have is empty!

11 Seeing there be many things that increase vanity, what is man the better?

12 For who knoweth what is good for man in this life, all the days of his vain life which he spendeth as a shadow? For who can tell a man what shall be after him under the sun?
Many activities only “increase vanity/emptiness” for the people who are deceived into thinking these activities have meaning. It is pathetically short sighted of fragile and mortal man to focus upon things that have no real meaning or lasting significance. What is the best course for man? (Verse 11). Who alone does know what is best for mankind to do upon the earth other than the Creator-God who placed them here? 

Life may be but the dancing of a vain shadow upon the wall of life, or it may have lasting and eternal significance. The only difference is in who is followed and what is done. Several philosophers and playwrights pick up this image in later centuries; Plato uses it in his book, “The Republic”, and Shakespeare uses this in Hamlet.  Who can tell what will be after a man or woman after they have left this earth? Who can tell what history’s verdict will be upon a person? Only biblical wisdom will give this answer.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION
1.
Let us challenge the believer and unbeliever through our teaching to examine their values and desires in light of the reality of death. If all the good things of earth are over one day, then we ought to be people who reflect a lot more upon heaven, for our eternal life is far more significant than our short temporal one.

2.
Wealth without the character and biblical wisdom to use it usefully is a great curse to a person, for it deceives them into thinking that their short term pleasures have a value that they do not have. Let us preach the Word, and so help all people to discover godly values and use whatever they have to glorify God. 

3.
We are called to preach the truth to all mankind who will hear our words. We are called to bring light into dark corners and expose the philosophy of worldliness for what it is. Let us teach the Word of God, for that is the only truth that will assist people to see what matters and what does not matter in this present world.

4.
There is no hope for any man or woman who has walked away from the one who made them. Only by following the maker’s design can we have the purpose God intends for us to discover upon this earth. There is no hope or purpose in any other path, for no other path faces the ultimate reality of our limited time upon the earth.  

DOCTRINES
CHRISTIAN LIFE – MATURITY

CHRISTIAN LIFE – MENTAL ATTITUDE

CHRISTIAN LIFE – ETERNAL LIFE

PROMISES

BLIND MAN – A PICTURE OF THE UNSAVED

PARAPHRASE
“All the hard labours of man are for his mouth to feed him, and yet our normal appetite is never finally satisfied.  (Every day we are hungry and every day we have to work).  For what is the wise man more than the fool?  What has the poor man who knows how to wander through this life in the eyes of others?  Better is the clear sighted living of such a plain man than the wondering after desires that can never be fulfilled.  All this is frustration and wind chasing.  That which is named, has been named in eternity past, and man may not change it, for he cannot dispute with the one who is mightier than he.  Seeing that there are many things, (that if man follows after them) he simply increases frustrations, so what does such a man gain from these things?  For who knows what is good for man in this brief life?   All the brief days man spends under the sun he spends here as a shadow.  For who can tell what will come after any man?”

“There is an evil that I have seen under the sun and it is common amongst men.  I have seen God give a man great wealth, treasures abounding, and splendour as far as others are concerned, and yet he is unable to eat and enjoy his wealth, but a foreigner eats of it and takes it all.  This is an evil and like a deep sickness or disease amongst men. For even if a man has one hundred children, and live many years, so that the days of his life are abundant, but yet his soul is not satisfied with what is good, and that he has no decent burial, (what good is it?)  I say that a miscarriage before birth is better than such a life.  For such a child comes in with false hopes and leaves in darkness and his name is secretly hidden in the darkness.  Moreover, that child hasn’t even seen the sun, nor known any thing, yet that dead child has more rest than the wealthy man who has died losing all things.”

NOTES
CHAPTER 7
INTRODUCTION
The main viewpoint of modern man is covered in the next chapters; that viewpoint is “relative morality” as the standard that makes man acceptable to each other and God. Even people who want “World Courts” to try war criminals personally want relative standards of morality so that they feel that they can be acceptable to anyone, including God. People do not want absolute standards except for really bad people! They miss the fact that by arguing this way (that there is a category of “really bad” that only a few evil people fall into) they act as if the vast majority are basically “good people” and even though at times we all do “nasty things”, we deserve special treatment from God, and finally we deserve forgiveness and acceptance. 
Mankind prefers this view to the biblical one, as it gives fallen man a lot of lee way for “errors” and places few in the “criminal” category. These people genuinely believe that the majority are “good people” who do “bad things” at times, but deserve acceptance. They place few in the totally “monster” category, beyond redemption. Solomon will apply his wisdom to the analysis of the philosophy of man as a means of assigning morality.

Humanistic Morality is a subject that Solomon explores in these next chapters. This viewpoint of men is a preferred option for many, and is especially popular in the Western World today. It places few in hell, and the “monsters” who are assigned to hell are people who all the self styled “good” people can all agree are truly monsters and died that way. Hitler, Stalin, murderers and rapists, and unrepentant thugs are all in this category. The viewpoint of humanistic morality rests upon its own definitions of the terms, Good”, “Bad”, “Repentant”, and “Redemption”.  
Each Humanist School of Philosophy defines their terms in slightly different ways, and Solomon explores the various viewpoints with wit and cynical ruthlessness. He cuts through their well meaning but empty philosophy, for any viewpoint of morality that lacks absolutes is a sliding slope to evil, just as their definitions are all “sliding scales”. 
The only way you can have any absolute standard is to have one power who assigns the standard; for standards cannot be consensus, for that will change through the centuries, and flow one way and the other. The consensus of morality in Nazi Germany and Stalinist Russia was the murder of political opponents, and few raised their voices against it. Consensus is a dangerous and unstable thing. Solomon will conclude finally that man without God is the ultimate unstable thing!

ECCLESIASTES 7:1-29
1 A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day of death than the day of one’s birth. 
2 It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting: for that is the end of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart. 
3 Sorrow is better than laughter: for by the sadness of the countenance the heart is made better. 
4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning; but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. 
5 It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the song of fools. 
6 For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the fool: this also is vanity. 
7 Surely oppression maketh a wise man mad; and a gift destroyeth the heart. 
8 Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit. 
9 Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry: for anger resteth in the bosom of fools. 
10 Say not thou, What is the cause that the former days were better than these? For thou dost not enquire wisely concerning this. 
11 Wisdom is good with an inheritance: and by it there is profit to them that see the sun. 
12 For wisdom is a defence, and money is a defence: but the excellency of knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to them that have it. 
13 Consider the work of God: for who can make that straight, which he hath made crooked? 
14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider: God also hath set the one over against the other, to the end that man should find nothing after him. 
15 All things have I seen in the days of my vanity: there is a just man that perisheth in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man that prolongeth his life in his wickedness. 
16 Be not righteous over much; neither make thyself over wise: why shouldest thou destroy thyself ? 
17 Be not over much wicked, neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die before thy time? 
18 It is good that thou shouldest take hold of this; yea, also from this withdraw not thine hand: for he that feareth God shall come forth of them all. 
19 Wisdom strengtheneth the wise more than ten mighty men which are in the city. 
20 For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not. 
21 Also take no heed unto all words that are spoken; lest thou hear thy servant curse thee: 
22 For oftentimes also thine own heart knoweth that thou thyself likewise hast cursed others. 
23 All this have I proved by wisdom: I said, I will be wise; but it was far from me. 
24 That which is far off, and exceeding deep, who can find it out? 
25 I applied mine heart to know, and to search, and to seek out wisdom, and the reason of things, and to know the wickedness of folly, even of foolishness and madness: 
26 And I find more bitter than death the woman, whose heart is snares and nets, and her hands as bands: whoso pleaseth God shall escape from her; but the sinner shall be taken by her. 
27 Behold, this have I found, saith the preacher, counting one by one, to find out the account: 
28 Which yet my soul seeketh, but I find not: one man among a thousand have I found; but a woman among all those have I not found. 
29 Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but they have sought out many inventions.

REFLECTION
1 A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day of death than the day of one’s birth.

2 It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting: for that is the end of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart.
Is Solomon just quoting the view of others or is he expressing his viewpoint here? Let us keep that question open, for at times he will give us his wisdom directly in these chapters, and at other times he gives us his wisdom by sarcastically parroting the views of the humanistic moralists. The first statement is an obviously true one; a good name amongst ones fellows is better than the most precious perfume, but don’t stop with your “amen” to this; look deeper at this statement. 
The most precious perfume needs to be applied daily to deliver its best results, and it needs to be applied to a clean body, not a dirty one. Now reflect upon this fact for a moment. All woman will smell delightful today with their Chanel Number five perfume, but may stink tomorrow if they have worked for many hours and not bathed and reapplied their perfume. Perfume is a daily thing, and like perfume a “good name” lasts no longer than the good works that produce it.

A good name may be destroyed in a heart beat by the revelation of the, until then secret, sins of the person everyone thought “good”, until the revelations became public.  An old acquaintance of mine has recently fallen from his high public office after the revelations of his unwise social behaviours. He was the victim of gossip and has been unable to clear his name, and all are left with doubts about his actual actions, but in no doubt about his “good name”. His “good name” was like perfume until the day he fell, and then all his political and social contacts shunned him as a pariah. 
Our reputation is a very fragile thing indeed. Many have been destroyed by the evil they have done, but equally many have been destroyed by the evil others have claimed they have done. False gossip has destroyed many. Morality is as fragile as the finest perfume; it dissipates over time unless reapplied by the works of the individual.

Now lets examine the second statement in verse one. The day of death is better than the day of birth. How can Solomon say this? What is his meaning, or the meaning of the people he is quoting? The ancient Greeks would later say, “Call no man happy until he is dead”. Is this a similar statement to Solomon’s? I suspect it is, for Solomon’s point here relates to the comment about the “good name” with which it is linked grammatically. 
Solomon is noting a fact here; the good man’s death is a great day, because he goes into eternity knowing he can rest upon what he has done and completed. When we are born we are not conscious of anything, and have no later recall of the event. Memory, and the ability to organise it, forms slowly in the early years, and the ability to recall the moment of birth is fragile if at all possible to recall.  
It is only at death that we can assess a life truly and assign a value to it, for then its last act is complete. Many looked as if they had lived well until they died, and in the process of their dying they bitterly regretted all their life as a waste of time and effort. Death bed confessions and conversions cast doubts upon the earlier acts of the person. If a person repents of their earlier life at death then their own verdict upon their life is negative indeed! It is death alone that gives life its final assessment of ultimate significance. 

Death teaches us far more than rejoicing. Watching a person die will deliver more education to us than watching a person live. We can only see what they want us to see as they live, but when a person dies all their hypocrisy is stripped away and they tell the truth as they really see it. All people will die and those who sit with death and face its reality have their life purified by the experience, and leave the house of death with a reality based assessment of what matters rather than hypocrisy. 
Many people avoid funerals and will wait in the car park of a church rather than enter the church for the funeral and be convicted of their sinful and pathetic life. The house of partying is sheer escapism, and nothing is learned there, for escape from reality is the objective of partying. This is foolishness when we are on the path to death. Refer again to the BTB studies DEATH, DYING GRACE, and MORALITY.

3 Sorrow is better than laughter: for by the sadness of the countenance the heart is made better.

4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning; but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth.
Sitting with our pain long enough to hear the lessons of mortality and suffering is crucial for our life education. If each person does not sit in the school of suffering they will not ever face the true issues of this present world. Refer to the BTB studies on ANGELIC CONFLICT, SUFFERING, and HOPE. Laughter is without thought; it is the useful expression of happiness, but it lasts a moment and is over, except for the pleasant after glow it leaves. 
Laughter is very important for our physical and mental health, as it releases deeply powerful chemicals called cortico-steroids that will otherwise suppress the Immune System. Laughter is very useful, but tears are even more powerful, releasing these dangerous chemicals from the body, even faster than laughter does. We must be ready to laugh for our good physical health, but be more ready to cry for our spiritual health.

The heart is truly made better by allowing true sadness to work through our system and express itself in tears and new thoughts about what is of value in light of the sadness we have felt. The heart to the ancients was the seat of the soul itself. It was a short cut way of referring to the personality and character of a person, not just their emotional centre. 
The wise person opens themself to sadness and sits with the reality of it and all it teaches them. Sadness is educational, for it burns away the flippant and superficial and leaves the suffering person with their pain, and what matters when their activity stops. Pain and suffering stops our rushing around doing things, and it leaves us with the reality of life without our often frantic attempts to feel happy. Suffering stops the activities that often distract people from the reality of their temporal life and leaves that person face to face with death and the end of all earthly activity. If people pause at this point and reflect upon what truly matters to them, they will understand the truth about their brief walk upon the earth. 

5 It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the song of fools.

6 For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the fool: this also is vanity.

The fools are those who ignore both temporal and eternal realities. They are characterised by ignoring the truth, and throwing themselves into bizarre attempts to ignore reality, with extreme forms of partying and drug and alcohol abuse. They are determined to ignore God and any attempt by wise people to confront them with their need of a Saviour. It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise person over your life, for if you hear and obey it, you may be delivered by that rebuke. 
To listen to the “Hit Parade” of tunes from the drug soaked fools of this present world is to remain in ignorance and denial; it is the road downhill to disaster. Many of those who make our music today have ended their life with suicide or abuse of prescription drugs, either personally or through their “attending physicians”. They have ignored the reality of their own death and so they have provoked a life style that has led to their premature death and eternal judgement. 
The laughter of the fool in their drug soaked party is compared to the crackling of the dry thorn bushes under the cooking pot. Dry thorns crackle and crack as they release their heat energy with violent pops and cracks. Thorns burn very hot and start a fire really well, but they are gone in seconds, reduced to ashes that blow away. Such is the destiny of those who cackle like fools in the presence of truth! 2 Peter 3:10-18. Their life style is vain and empty of significance, and their destiny is to be blown away by time; their legacy is to be reduced to ashes. Isaiah 65:11-16, 2 Peter 2:10-19.

7 Surely oppression maketh a wise man mad; and a gift destroyeth the heart.

8 Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit.
Verse seven applies to the duty of the judge to be fair and impartial and just in all they do. Two perils beset the judge; firstly oppressive pressure upon them to sway their judgements, and secondly bribes that pervert their decision making. Both these assaults of the judicial process occur throughout history. It is an evil thing to pressure the political system or the judicial system; both should be above “lobby groups”, and yet such things are proclaimed as the “badge of a free society” in many places. Such things are a sign of the corruption of any nation that allows such things.  
These pressures upon a judge destroy their mind over time. There is only so much stress that a human being can stand and remain clear thinking. Mental abuse of the ruler is a serious assault on any State. Dr Viktor Frankl noted, “There are certain things, if they happen to you, and you don’t lose your mind, it is only because you didn’t have one to lose!”  When stress is constantly applied to the government and judiciary of any State by pressure-lobby groups the result will be the collapse of the thinking of the rulers.

The end of a thing is always better than the beginning because by that point you can clearly see what has been achieved. Many things begin well but peter out, and so are worthless, no matter how much fan fare accompanied their launch. Most businesses that are started in my country go bankrupt within the first two years. It is finishing not beginning that wins medals in sporting events. Only foolish organisations give prizes for starting things! The ultimate rebuke regarding performance is that you started well but didn’t continue on to the end. 
We are called to “run the race” and “finish the course”! Those who do not run to the end are a disgrace to their Lord. We are called to be tenacious and finish our assigned race; the situation we have been born into and called to run we are to complete. Psalms 19:5-11, 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Philippians 3:13-14, 2 Timothy 4:7-8, Hebrews 12:1- 3. The need for patience reminds us again of the FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT that a person must have to claim to be a believer. 

9 Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry: for anger resteth in the bosom of fools.

10 Say not thou, What is the cause that the former days were better than these? For thou dost not enquire wisely concerning this.
ANGER is a very important topic for believers to understand. We are called to be angry at sin, but never at the sinner. We are to be angry at the enemy of man and at his policy of EVIL, and yet not sin in the way we live and deal with the enemy and his followers.  There is no reason to be “hasty” in any action we take for the Lord. The PLAN OF GOD comes to us from ETERNITY PAST, and so there are no accidents or surprises to God on the path we take through life, and if we walk calmly in the power of the Holy Spirit, we will be able to rest in the PROMISES of God as we advance. 
We are not to rush into actions, but prayerfully consider all our paths, and advance only when things are clear from the Lord. Even when we are being physically attacked anger must be surgical in its precision or the innocent will always suffer. Refer to the BTB studies highlighted below.

We often hear foolish people speak of the “good old days” when things were apparently better than they are now. They are truly “foolish” according to Solomon, for they have simply not thought far enough to really understand what is happening in history. All times need to be assessed in their context within the eternal Plan of God. What is “good” is what works truly “for” each person in their life and walk. We are able to see things as good or bad for us only in terms of what the Plan of God calls for; for what is apparently “bad” may actually be the best thing possible in the Plan of God. 
Every age in history has good and bad days for the people who walk through its dark places, but if we are walking the path of God for us, then that path is perfectly designed for us to win ETERNAL REWARDS AND CROWNS. A “bad” day may lead to the greatest eternal rewards. There are truly no “bad days” in the plan of God for us, for every day is a day to be transformed by the power of God working through us. Romans 8:28ff.

11 Wisdom is good with an inheritance: and by it there is profit to them that see the sun.

12 For wisdom is a defence, and money is a defence: but the excellency of knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to them that have it.
Wisdom is as good as an inheritance of money or property. Wisdom will also assist any person handle the inheritance of money or property. Wisdom is useful in all things, and places a person in the right position to walk their assigned path through life with focused power. All who can see the sun and know the time of day by it are benefited by godly wisdom. Wisdom also assists with all use of assets so that they are used for the glory of God and the benefit of missions. 
Wisdom is a defence against stupidity in decision making, and so it acts to stop Satan in his strategies to unhinge the believer and destroy their peace of mind. Money becomes a defensive shield against poverty and exhaustion, because it gives leisure to the person with wisdom; for they are able to use the money to buy time to do more of the Lord’s work. Wisdom gives life to those who use it, and ensures that whatever they have they are able to benefit from them. Proverbs 2:7-11, 18:10-11, Philippians 3:7-11, 4:10-13. Refer again to the BTB subjects of MONEY and WEALTH.

13 Consider the work of God: for who can make that straight, which he hath made crooked?

14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider: God also hath set the one over against the other, to the end that man should find nothing after him.
There are straight lines and crooked lines upon the earth, and once God has made something that is how they are made until the natural forces make them crooked through ground movement and earthquakes. Man delights in straight lines and circles because they have an order to them and give some men the confidence that they are in control of their world, when in fact they are not at all. I delight in my past work as an archaeologist as it showed me the pathetic finitude of all man’s building and wealth.  When you have excavated an ancient burial you realise that man is just dust.
The challenge for all mankind remains SUBMISSION to the will of God for their life. The big question of time and history is for each person, will they let the Lord have His way with them, or will they rebel against His sovereign will for them? We each have a different, and divinely chosen, path to walk. Some walk the path of suffering, and some the path of great wealth, but the challenge to each is to identify their path and walk it humbly before their God.

It is fine and good to celebrate success and rejoice in answered prayer and good times upon the earth. This is human and normal, but we are called to walk in difficult places at times and we must be as ready to put our shoulder to the wheel of trouble and shift it as to lift our voice in thankfulness. At times in this life we will experience great suffering and we need to be able to take it to the Lord and find His strength to keep advancing on our divinely ordained path. We are challenged to see beyond the temporal realities to the eternal purposes of God in each of our paths. 
Once we have left this earth there will be little left of us except bones, if that. Our memory is short upon the earth, and a day will come when none will recall our name or fame if we had any. We are to see both rejoicing and suffering as simply stations on the track that runs through life, and our focus is to be upon eternity, not any reputation or fame we have in time. All that is in time is to be swept away. Let us relax and enjoy that fact, and seek God’s path through every day, for that alone delivers peace and real purpose in this world.   

15 All things have I seen in the days of my vanity: there is a just man that perisheth in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man that prolongeth his life in his wickedness.

16 Be not righteous over much; neither make thyself over wise: why shouldest thou destroy thyself ?
Solomon sees his days of fame, wealth and pleasure as “days of vanity”, for he correctly identifies that all the acts of his foolishness and pleasure seeking will be washed away. Even his greatest building projects are removed today by later building and destructions of the city he built up. He sees correctly that all he has done is temporary and a “vanity” of man. Unless a thing has eternal significance it has none at all, and all the things that money can buy will be swept away one day. He has apparently seen great injustice done over his time on the earth; he has seen the righteous die young and the wicked live to enjoy a corrupted old age. At times justice is not apparently done upon the earth at all, and some people appear to escape the judgement of God upon them. Note my words, for the victory of evil over good is apparent only. 

What is the best response to such clear examples of injustice and confusion of morality? Solomon is absolutely clear about the logical “moral” person’s response; it must be to be moderate in all things, even in morality, because clearly the evidence of history is that righteousness does not necessarily pay dividends in this world. It is best to be neither too good nor too bad so that you do not attract either God or the Devil’s attention. Verse sixteen is pure sarcasm, but perfect logic for the humanistic moralist who does not see beyond this present world and understand eternal judgement and rewards. 
If we are too good or too bad we become “lightning conductors” to judgement, and so the human moralists will, if they are logical in their thinking, advise people to be moderate in all things and not stand out too much either way! Such “moderation in all things” is the advice of the liberal theologians. It is weak and it is pathetic, and it fails to see eternal realities, but that is the fate of all who reject God and God’s Plan.  God wants us to live with panache and focused energy, not slide through to death with few noticing our presence.  We are here to do something for God, not hide away from trouble.
17 Be not over much wicked, neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die before thy time?

18 It is good that thou shouldest take hold of this; yea, also from this withdraw not thine hand: for he that feareth God shall come forth of them all.
If the righteous can become targets for evil, just so evil people become targets for God. Both are targets for judgement and will be judged. Remember, these words are sarcastic and remind those who seek to find peace of mind with morality rather than through relationship with God that their path is a dodgy one! Being too publicly wicked or too publicly righteous is to be a target for someone. If these moralists want a “quiet life” they ought to adopt a low profile rather than a high one. Solomon’s real advice is then given directly in verse eighteen. If a person really wants the best advice then they ought to fear the Lord their God and walk with God through life, for that path alone is a safe one. The person who walks with God walks in safety; all else walk on unstable ground.

19 Wisdom strengtheneth the wise more than ten mighty men which are in the city.

20 For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.
The greatest strength is internal strength of soul and spirit. It is the strength of a man’s character that makes him a great and tough soldier, not their physical size. The smallest people can be the toughest warriors, for their hearts are securely with the Lord, and they do what is right until the end. Such people are invincible. One tough soldier with his heart absolutely stabilised in the grace and knowledge of God is better than ten men who fear the enemy and love their lives so much that they would run away rather than fight to the death. 
Having said this, Solomon identifies the fact that there is not one person who is 100% righteous upon the earth. All of us are more or less righteous, and all of us sin. The challenge for us is therefore never simple morality, it is always salvation! If we are sinners we need a Saviour, not a moral teacher, for we are too weak to be able to follow such a teacher. It is supernatural faith that transforms us that we need, not a weak and ineffective religion of polite morality. 1 John 1:5-10.

21 Also take no heed unto all words that are spoken; lest thou hear thy servant curse thee:

22 For oftentimes also thine own heart knoweth that thou thyself likewise hast cursed others.
The wise person discerns what is worth hearing and what is not worth the effort hearing or studying. Today, more than at any time in human history, we need discernment and discrimination, because we face information overload. We have access to so much information that it paralyses action at times. A wise person ignores the voices of foolish people and focuses their attention upon those who are worthy of a hearing and pays attention to them alone. It is also wise not to try to hear what your servants say of you, for at some point people will say bad things about you. None of us are perfect and if people around us are honest they will find something to criticise in our past behaviours. 
We mustn’t be focused upon the opinions of mankind, but upon the final assessment of God. We have all cursed others at times; possibly not in a bad or obnoxious way, but certainly we have been annoyed at others and vented that frustration. As we have been angry at others, so will others be angry at us at times. Let us relax and accept this reality and keep moving forward with a focused desire to serve the Lord alone.   

23 All this have I proved by wisdom: I said, I will be wise; but it was far from me.

24 That which is far off, and exceeding deep, who can find it out?
By sheer exercise of his brilliant mind Solomon has worked out all that he has written to date and yet he is aware that he knows so little of what there is to know. Every door he opens in the fields of knowledge confronts him with another hundred doors to more knowledge. He has tested the wisdom of the men he has heard speak as wise men, and he has found all of them wanting. He knows that there is far more in this world, and in the near universe. There is simply too much for man to know. 
The light from the Andromeda Galaxy has been flying towards us for more than 3,000,000 light years. This is beyond our mind’s ability to comprehend, and yet it is true, and something else is true that the astronomers often will not say aloud. If the Andromeda galaxy blew apart 2,999,999 years ago and no longer exists at all, we will not know about it for another year!  When you look up to the sky reflect for a moment (not much longer or you will despair and be overwhelmed) on this fact; nothing that is seen of the stars may now even exist at all, it is just the photons of light that are still coming towards us! 
Who can really know these things? Can you see where Solomon is going with this attack upon the humanistic moralist; he calls them out as fools, for they have not even pushed their own logic to the point where they fall on their knees before God. They are fools indeed. Psalms 36:5-6, 139:1-16.

25 I applied mine heart to know, and to search, and to seek out wisdom, and the reason of things, and to know the wickedness of folly, even of foolishness and madness:

26 And I find more bitter than death the woman, whose heart is snares and nets, and her hands as bands: whoso pleaseth God shall escape from her; but the sinner shall be taken by her.
Solomon has explored all the fields of knowledge of his day, and he has gone, with divine empowerment, way beyond the limits of his fellows. He has explored wisdom, knowledge, evil and goodness, morality, and ethics, and even psychology. He has asked the big questions and found mortal men wanting in their philosophies in each and every science they have developed. 
The most bitter thing in his experience is the evil of a malicious woman who has been given everything and yet betrays the lover’s or husband’s trust. Solomon’s big problem is hereby uncovered; for he lived for sexual pleasure in his last years and “lost the plot” of God’s plan for his life. He had a harem filled with bitter women I suspect, for he had robbed them all of finding their “right man” and so there would be great bitterness and distress in his house. 
He was in sin himself and in the wrong path for his life. God had given him the greatest wisdom and he sexually wasted himself. These women may have used “nets and snares”, but they cannot be blamed, for they had all been sold to Solomon as wives and lovers and the whole thing was an evil. We don’t feel sorry for this man, but I find great compassion for the women caught in his harem.

27 Behold, this have I found, saith the preacher, counting one by one, to find out the account:

28 Which yet my soul seeketh, but I find not: one man among a thousand have I found; but a woman among all those have I not found.

29 Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but they have sought out many inventions.
He now returns to the main track, after his self centred interjection about bitter women, and examines all he has studied so far. He does his sums and makes up an account of the things discussed to date. He asks whether he has found anything that satisfies the soul of a person from the humanistic viewpoint and the answer is clearly “NO”. He cannot help himself regarding women at this stage in his life and abuses them for their fickle natures again in verse twenty eight. Once again, do not take this as truth, for it is his jaded viewpoint, and the same viewpoint is expressed in my counselling rooms every week by fornicators who have become jaded with their sexual deviations. 
The Song of Solomon tells the truth about relationships with the opposite sex, and in it Solomon notes that he has made an error in selecting the “daughter’s of Jerusalem” rather than his one true lover, the “Shulamite Woman”. He is absolutely correct however in his assessment of how many wise people there are on this earth; there are fewer than one in a thousand! The vast majority of man ignores the righteous demands of the Lord their God and head off to invent all sorts of nonsense to follow after.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION
1.
Let us preach a lot more about death and suffering than we do. The reality of suffering and death is one that we all too often avoid. It is a subject that all understand, but few sit long enough with to really learn the truth about their brief walk upon the earth. Let us teach the HOPE that is in Jesus and proclaim the Full Gospel of Salvation that saves from sin and death.

2.
It is finishing the race of life that matters not just competing. We are born into a path that we must walk; it is our assigned race. We have no choice regarding the path we walk, but we have daily choices regarding the way we walk that path. Let us call the Lord’s people to walk their path before the Lord in Holy Spirit power. We must hold the Lord’s people accountable for their refusal to persevere in their walk and challenge them at our weekly services to keep advancing forwards.

3.
Let us challenge the people of the Lord regarding their submission to the Will of God for them as they walk through this life. We either walk with God or with the enemy of man. The choices are made hourly regarding this reality. It is transforming faith that all mankind needs; not any weak morality. We are all sinners and we need a saviour, not a moral teacher. We have no power to walk as we ought, and unless we walk with God we lack the power or the purpose to achieve what the Lord seeks from us. 

DOCTRINES
MORALITY
HOPE

ANGER
CHRISTIAN LIFE – SUBMISSION 
NOTES
CHAPTER 8
INTRODUCTION
Solomon continues his sarcastic demolition of the viewpoint of humanistic morality as any sort of sound basis for happiness in life. He explores the principles that the Lord will later encapsulate in the Sermon on the Mount, as recorded in Matthew 7:13ff. Basically Solomon sees that unless a man’s face shines with joy whatever he is doing isn’t working for him. He ends by reflecting on the powerlessness of man apart from God to achieve anything other than frustration.  Man achieves frustration, despair, and confusion really well, but happiness humanism doesn’t do so well!

ECCLESIASTES 8:1-17
1 Who is as the wise man? And who knoweth the interpretation of a thing? A man’s wisdom maketh his face to shine, and the boldness of his face shall be changed. 
2 I counsel thee to keep the king’s commandment, and that in regard of the oath of God. 
3 Be not hasty to go out of his sight: stand not in an evil thing; for he doeth whatsoever pleaseth him. 
4 Where the word of a king is, there is power: and who may say unto him, What doest thou? 
5 Whoso keepeth the commandment shall feel no evil thing: and a wise man’s heart discerneth both time and judgement. 
6 Because to every purpose there is time and judgement, therefore the misery of man is great upon him. 
7 For he knoweth not that which shall be: for who can tell him when it shall be? 
8 There is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit; neither hath he power in the day of death: and there is no discharge in that war; neither shall wickedness deliver those that are given to it. 
9 All this have I seen, and applied my heart unto every work that is done under the sun: there is a time wherein one man ruleth over another to his own hurt. 
10 And so I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the place of the holy, and they were forgotten in the city where they had so done: this is also vanity. 
11 Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil. 
12 Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know that it shall be well with them that fear God, which fear before him: 
13 But it shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall he prolong his days, which are as a shadow; because he feareth not before God. 
14 There is a vanity which is done upon the earth; that there be just men, unto whom it happeneth according to the work of the wicked; again, there be wicked men, to whom it happeneth according to the work of the righteous: I said that this also is vanity. 
15 Then I commended mirth, because a man hath no better thing under the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be merry: for that shall abide with him of his labour the days of his life, which God giveth him under the sun. 
16 When I applied mine heart to know wisdom, and to see the business that is done upon the earth: (for also there is that neither day nor night seeth sleep with his eyes:) 
17 Then I beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot find out the work that is done under the sun: because though a man labour to seek it out, yet he shall not find it; yea farther; though a wise man think to know it, yet shall he not be able to find it.

REFLECTION
1 Who is as the wise man? And who knoweth the interpretation of a thing? A man’s wisdom maketh his face to shine, and the boldness of his face shall be changed.
How do we identify the wise man? Jesus words come to mind, from Matthew Seven, “we will know them by their fruits”. The fruit of a good man or woman is seen in their life and lips. Their public and private witness is that of a transformed person who has met the Lord of glory. People who have met Jesus are like Jesus. Those who have not met Jesus do not resemble him in their behaviours. If a person does not have joy in their life they do not have Jesus. 
A face that “shines” is the face of a person in good physical and mental health; they have strength and joy. Constantly miserable and pathetic people are not believers in fellowship with their Lord and Saviour; weakness, misery, and neurosis, and vital relationship with Jesus are mutually contradictory. We may be “cast down” and depressed at times, but a constant state of misery is a contradiction to living faith in Jesus. 2 Corinthians 4:8-11, 7:5-10. 
Just as constant weakness in spirit is not an indication of a vital relationship with Jesus, so arrogance and over-confidence is also a contradiction to a living relationship with Jesus. No-one who has truly met the Lord has false boldness/arrogance, for all who know their master are humble and focused upon him. They are bold indeed, but only in their relationship with him. We have “boldness to approach the throne of Grace” because the Lord has given us the courage and confidence to approach him. Hebrews 4:16, 13:6. 

2 I counsel thee to keep the king’s commandment, and that in regard of the oath of God.

3 Be not hasty to go out of his sight: stand not in an evil thing; for he doeth whatsoever pleaseth him.

4 Where the word of a king is, there is power: and who may say unto him, What doest thou?

5 Whoso keepeth the commandment shall feel no evil thing: and a wise man’s heart discerneth both time and judgement.
Verse two reminds us that as believers in the living God we have an obligation to keep the commandments of God and the rules of our State. This obligation to the State has a limit however; that limit is where the obligation to God is contradicted by the commands of the king. Refer to the full study below from the BTB on NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. 
Our witness to the people of the State who do not know God, is that we are the best citizens that a State could have serving them. We serve the State because of our promise to God to submit to legitimate authority. As believers we are not to be rebels against legitimate authority, but obviously that means we do not ever disobey the Law of God. 
The Nazi government of Germany in the 1930s-1940s was not “legitimate” in any way at all under the Laws of God, for they demanded that every Law of God be broken. When a government declares war on the Law of God, the believers are right to openly challenge their government and take actions that will bring such evil forces down, even at the cost of the believer’s lives. Many did, and paid with their lives, but others went along with Hitler and his evil Nazis and they later paid with their lives when the Russian and Allied armies rolled over Germany. 
The command of verse three is directly to the court of the king. This is a command to government officials in today’s world. It is a command to be there in the court and to stand for God there. It is all too easy for good people to be silent when evil is done, or withdraw from the court when an evil decision is being taken. Abstention is never an option for a believer in politics. The WORLD governments are in the enemy’s camp at many points in human history. Matthew 4:1ff. There will be no spiritual revival from on high; God’s moves amongst his people always occur from his preachers, not his politicians. 
The job of believers in government is not to bring in the Millennium, for they cannot and they will not; Jesus will do that directly. The job of the believer in the Court-Government of their State is to stand for the Law of God and be ready to suffer death for his/her telling of the truth. The king does what pleases him, but the courtier who stands for God is to proclaim the truth whatever the personal cost. They have a prophetic ministry in their nation. Isaiah 6:6-10, Jeremiah 1:16-19, Ezekiel 3:4-11, 17-27.

Verse four reminds the first hearers of this message that none will raise their voice against the king normally, but the believer needs to be ready to do so. The role of the believer is to keep the Law of God and the Law of the king and so he/she will be preserved in the midst of troubled times. If the king becomes evil however, they are to act and be ready to die stating the truth. They must know the “times and seasons”; when to speak and when to be quiet. They must exercise discernment in this and speak when it is required, and when the best opportunity presents itself to speak, and when they speak, they must speak with precision and clarity in absolute truth. 
When the truth moves in a time of evil it must move with overwhelming power and strength and focused precision to eliminate the evil plans of wicked men. We are in the State as SALT to preserve it by the truth we proclaim, but when evil is powerful we must act with precision in target and timing, and we must act in absolute judgement, to eliminate evil. When the time comes to strike against evil in any State, the strike must be ruthless and thorough; half hearted counter attacks upon evil forces are always doomed to failure. When God orders us to attack we must attack with all our force, with nothing in reserve.   

6 Because to every purpose there is time and judgement, therefore the misery of man is great upon him.

7 For he knoweth not that which shall be: for who can tell him when it shall be?
For every challenge to a required decision there is the right time, place, and decision to be made and executed. Misery in the State and Community is caused by the inability or cowardice of ordinary people who are unable or unwilling to make the right decisions at the right time. It is a simple fact of life in politics that if you have the right timing and will-power you can do anything. 
Hitler did this in Nazi Germany, with just over 30% of the popular vote he took charge and eliminated all opposition. He was thorough and ruthless, and his opponents, although outnumbering him two to one were weak, ineffective and unorganised. They had not read his manifesto and if they had they didn’t believe his malice was real even though there was plenty of evidence on the streets with the “Brown Shirt” thugs he used. 

It is stupidity to ignore evil and not prepare for battle against evil forces. We are called to action as believers, not passive reflection in a monastery. Withdrawal from the world is not an option for a doctrine saturated, wise believer. Any time out of the main stream of life for reflection is only so that you can return with renewed power to challenge evil more thoroughly. The liberal moralist is powerless to alter great events, for their basic humanistic philosophy is weak at its core. Without a true sense of good and evil they are always debating what is bad enough to oppose and they keep arguing until the evil men place them in the concentration camps. 
Liberalism and Moralistic philosophy is weak, for it lacks the prophetic and doctrinal guidance that gives strength and focus for action in evil times. Liberalism doesn’t know when to act and when not to act, because it has no clear absolute standards against which to judge things. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11. As believers we are to be standing against evil, fully armoured in the Holy Spirit’s provision for us, and standing in his Holy power.

8 There is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit; neither hath he power in the day of death: and there is no discharge in that war; neither shall wickedness deliver those that are given to it.

9 All this have I seen, and applied my heart unto every work that is done under the sun: there is a time wherein one man ruleth over another to his own hurt.

Man alone lacks the power to truly confront evil in any useful manner. Man alone cannot constrain the wind, or the “winds of change” in any nation. Unless a person knows the PLAN OF GOD they are without clear understanding of the SIGNS that may be present and give indication of the spiritual realities behind the political events. The unbeliever or carnal believer is without spiritual power and direction in a situation where the spiritual forces they are up against have all the power in their hands to do whatever they wish. Man without God in a spiritual-political crisis is simply a brand for the burning. Jude 22-25. 

We have no power over the day of our death, nor over the things that are about to unfold around our ears. We are without foreknowledge and without hope if we are without Bible doctrine in a crisis. It is only our repeated daily walk with God that is our protection against disasters in this world. Only with the applied wisdom of God are we safe as we walk through this WORLD. It doesn’t matter whether we are surrounded by deadly disease, violent war, or extremes of climate and natural disaster, if we are walking with God. 
We are here with a purpose and by walking with the Lord in the light of His Word we will achieve this purpose irrespective of the dangers around us. For those who walk in human philosophy and morality religion, they are without hope, without discernment, and without ability to keep themselves safe.  

Even the wicked people are unable to fully exploit their position and gain lasting power. The Nazi forces should have won Word War 2, but their own leadership made stupid demonically inspired and bizarre decisions and lost the war for them. Those evil people were so focused upon their perverted wickedness that they missed the most obvious strategic issues and made fatal decisions for their own cause.  God rules and the Lord ensured Allied victory in WW2 just as God has kept his people, against the odds, throughout history. The Lord will continue to keep his people until the Lord’s return for the establishment of his promised kingdom. Refer to the BTB studies below on these PROPHECY truths.

Solomon has lived long enough by this time in his reign to have seen a number of surrounding kings rise and fall. He has seen good rulers and evil rulers who abused their own people. He has seen great cruelty and great leadership, but he has seen that men without God and without God’s wisdom do not do well for long. Unsaved man, without God’s Word to guide them, are doomed in their decision making and their destiny is certainly judgement. They rule over others in arrogant certainty, but their certainties are humanly judged, and so they are all flawed. Their decisions back fire on them and they destroy themselves by their foolish decisions. A good example of this is found in 2 Kings 14:8-14, and in 2 Kings 24:18 – 25:7. 

10 And so I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the place of the holy, and they were forgotten in the city where they had so done: this is also vanity.

11 Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.

Solomon reflects upon the burial of the wicked men who have tried by their plots and schemes to find greatness. He sees them buried and lost to the living; he reflects that even their memory is gone now. The evil people who plotted great and terrible things had their day of fame upon the earth, but it was short and then they dropped into hell itself. Their once proud name is lost, and their fame is over permanently. Even the tombs of the dead have nearly all been defiled in the city of Jerusalem, and they remain targets for tomb robbers today. The bones of most of the dead of Jerusalem of the past have been scattered over the ground and are mixed together in rubbish heaps. Even the great and good have been victims of tomb robbers. 
The scattering or burning of the bones does not stop their resurrection in the last days, be it to blessing or judgement! The fate of the bodies of the dead is a salutary reminder of the fragile state of man and the need for the grace of God in time, and at the last judgement. Refer to the BTB study RESURRECTION. Let us not concern ourselves about the state of our body after our death, for the Lord is able to bring resurrection to the just and the unjust; the one for reward and the other for judgement. We have God’s Word on this matter. ALL THE DEAD will stand before the throne of the Lord Jesus and be given their judgement. 1 Corinthians 15:16-26, Revelation 20:11ff.

It is absolute vanity and arrogance of mind to expect your reputation or fame to outlast your last “great” exploit, let alone your death. It is the foolishness of men deceived by Satan himself who expect their fame to last, and are so foolish as to think that it matters anyway. Who cares what other feeble men think of you? What significance is the opinion of men who also die and disappear from the earth? It is all vanity and emptiness. 
The other thing that is vanity and emptiness is the short sighted viewpoint of the evil people who think that they can achieve something of value to them in their evil plans. In Verse eleven Solomon notes that all men will be pressured enough by experiences in life to make their decision as to whether they will follow God or follow the enemy of God and man and share his fate!

Evil is not judged immediately by God, for the Lord’s plans and the timing of his judgements are within his plan and are not necessarily made clear to men. At times evil appears to triumph for some considerable time, and this is within the Lord’s plan, to really “flush out” others evil plans, and bring them into the open. When the axe of God falls upon the evil people it falls, but the evil fools have been deceived about their victories. Often evil’s early victories polarise a society, and that is God’s aim in leaving evil to prosper for a time. People need to be called out to make their call either for or against the standards of God. 

12 Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know that it shall be well with them that fear God, which fear before him:

13 But it shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall he prolong his days, which are as a shadow; because he feareth not before God.
Sinners will sometimes appear even blessed, and they can repeat their evils a hundred times and still be apparently blessed in their lives. Even if their days are long and apparently happy, do not let that affect your moral viewpoint. They may be alive in the plan of God purely to test the resolve of those around them to hold to the truth and walk with God. Know the truth that those who walk with God will walk more securely in time and into eternity than any evil person who may deceive themselves until the last minute. Fear the Lord and walk in holy obedience to the Lord, Solomon advises, for this alone gives you any stability and security in this world.  
The truly wicked can be left with the justice of the Lord God and the Lord will deal with them, sooner or later. Remember time is an irrelevancy to God, who made time and so sees all of time as a unity, not a straight line. The time of judgement of the wicked upon the earth in their physical life is actually secondary to their last judgement. The additional time of blessing that they have enjoyed upon the earth is simply the greater condemnation upon them in the last judgement, for they are then seen as being without excuse before the grace of God. 

The evil person may appear very powerful right up until the end of their life, and it may be only in their last moments that they feel the fear of hell that grips them then. I have now lived long enough at 58 years of age to see many die and hear the stories of many in my clinic. Many good and many evil people have consulted me through the years, and many of both categories have died as a result of the cancers that drove them to consult me. Some have found peace with God, but many will continue in their arrogant rejection of the truth of God’s legitimate demands upon them as their creator. 
I have heard many stories of the unsaved dying from their relatives and friends and the stories are awful indeed; even to the point of being horror filled endings for these people. I suspect from some things I have heard that these people actually see either the demons of hell, or the holy God Himself as they die, such is their horrified state as they pass from this life. They have not feared God, but they certainly know the worst fear imaginable as they leave this life. Many have lived long and prosperous lives before their miserable deaths, but their wealth and status and power are left behind and all they have is naked fear. They cross into eternity surrounded by naked fear. Life without the “fear of the Lord” is bad enough, but death without the hope that relationship with God brings is a horror too great to comprehend. 

14 There is a vanity which is done upon the earth; that there be just men, unto whom it happeneth according to the work of the wicked; again, there be wicked men, to whom it happeneth according to the work of the righteous: I said that this also is vanity.

15 Then I commended mirth, because a man hath no better thing under the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be merry: for that shall abide with him of his labour the days of his life, which God giveth him under the sun.

Solomon directly faces the difficult cases of apparent injustice upon the earth. Wicked men often get blessings that we think should be received by good men. Good men may have awful things happen to them and we expect this to be the fate of bad men, but our lovely friends get this awfulness landed upon them. How do we work our way around these things? If we are working simply from the human viewpoint of humanistic morality there is no purpose to the life of morality if it ends in awfulness. 
Solomon is absolutely right in his opinion, for if in this life the assessment must alone be made, we have many cases where justice and righteousness do not appear to be worked out. If this life is all there is and men get their rewards here only, then let us, “eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we all die”. Solomon is the originator of this well known saying, and he declares it sarcastically. If we adopt the humanistic philosophy, we are indeed without hope and without reason to live morally if it clearly doesn’t work for us!  
If a sensible person looks at their life and sees that there is no purpose in being moral, and that it is better to just enjoy things, then they are right and correct in their opinion; but only if this life is all there is!  If however there is more than this life, then the person ought to factor more in than the rewards of time. Once we admit that fact we leave the arena of philosophy and enter the sphere of faith.  God gives us an allotted time under the sun, and if we have no after life to worry about, then let us just relax and enjoy what we have been given. 1 Timothy 4:1-11, 6:17-19.

16 When I applied mine heart to know wisdom, and to see the business that is done upon the earth: (for also there is that neither day nor night seeth sleep with his eyes(
17 Then I beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot find out the work that is done under the sun: because though a man labour to seek it out, yet he shall not find it; yea farther; though a wise man think to know it, yet shall he not be able to find it.
Philosophy without reference to God or eternity is pointless and hopeless, for it has no power to deliver anything of value. Philosophy is exciting and enjoyable to study while life is flowing along well and pleasantly. I studied philosophy and was even “tutor of ethics” at the University of Auckland for a time, and I loved my time doing this. I had a lovely office in an old clock tower, I had a lovely wife, a pleasant house, and a nice settled life style. While life is good philosophy is fine, but when troubles come the weaknesses of philosophy are quickly seen. I was fired (with all the other existentialist and classical philosophers) as tutor, after the logical positivists gained power in the department. As my world dissolved there was no comfort or encouragement in philosophy any more. It doesn’t last any longer than the pleasantness lasts.  My godly wife did last I might add at this point!
Solomon reflects upon the quest for knowledge that many philosophers embark upon. He notes that he applied himself to face the so called “big questions of life and death” and with God’s gift of wisdom he made serious inroads into identifying what is truth and falsity. He identifies that all men are limited in this quest, for we all need to sleep and so we lose at least a third of every day on the earth sleeping! He identifies that with all his giftedness he cannot fathom the works of God, and that philosophers who lack this gift have no idea at all about the works of God. 
Man faces basic limitations to his thinking, and these limits are true “bounds of sense”, for we cannot go beyond space and time in our thinking and that is where the creator steps out from to meet us! We are creatures of space and time and God is the creator of space and time.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION
1.
Socrates stated a great truth when he said, “We shall all die; how then should we live?” This statement sums up the greatest question for thinking people to confront and answer truthfully. Let us preach the truth that is in the Gospel of Jesus, for only through relationship with the Creator-saviour is their hope and confidence as we face death’s door.

2.
The good at times suffer and the bad at times are apparently blessed, and it is only the justice of God that answers the concerns of man about justice. Philosophy without God is always incapable of dealing with the issue of suffering. Only the Plan of God answers the questions about suffering. 
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INTRODUCTION
Without a living and factually based relationship with God man is doomed to despair, disaster, and a final bitter and pointless death.  Without a relationship with the creator the creature is either a pompous ass, or a pathetic philosopher. Mankind without a sense of their true origin beyond the stars, and a living hope for their destiny beyond the stars is just a shadow on the stage of life. Solomon lays the truth before us with cynical power. He mocks the philosophers who either pontificate, or meekly spout their nonsense, but he is clear, nonsense it all clearly is.

ECCLESIASTES 9:1-18
1 For all this I considered in my heart even to declare all this, that the righteous, and the wise, and their works, are in the hand of God: no man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is before them. 
2 All things come alike to all: there is one event to the righteous, and to the wicked; to the good and to the clean, and to the unclean; to him that sacrificeth, and to him that sacrificeth not: as is the good, so is the sinner; and he that sweareth, as he that feareth an oath. 
3  This is an evil among all things that are done under the sun, that there is one event unto all: yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they live, and after that they go to the dead. 
4 For to him that is joined to all the living there is hope: for a living dog is better than a dead lion. 
5 For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. 
6 Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun. 
7 Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God now accepteth thy works. 
8 Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head lack no ointment. 
9 Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy portion in this life, and in thy labour which thou takest under the sun. 
10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest. 
11 I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all. 
12 For man also knoweth not his time: as the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the snare; so are the sons of men snared in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them. 
13 This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it seemed great unto me: 
14 There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it: 
15 Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet no man remembered that same poor man. 
16 Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength: nevertheless the poor man’s wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard. 
17 The words of wise men are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools. 
18 Wisdom is better than weapons of war: but one sinner destroyeth much good.

REFLECTION
1 For all this I considered in my heart even to declare all this, that the righteous, and the wise, and their works, are in the hand of God: no man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is before them.

2 All things come alike to all: there is one event to the righteous, and to the wicked; to the good and to the clean, and to the unclean; to him that sacrificeth, and to him that sacrificeth not: as is the good, so is the sinner; and he that sweareth, as he that feareth an oath.

With all the conclusions he has drawn to date Solomon is cynical towards all humanistic philosophy, and sarcastic towards those who are stupid enough to follow after it. All people are in the hands of God and need to acknowledge that fact or whatever they follow after is going to lead them nowhere except into despair and disaster. 
Those who are determined to avoid God in this life will meet him after it, and during this life they will not fully know the real significance of either love or hatred. What does this mean? On the basis of earlier statements, I suspect it means that those who reject God are unable to discern truly the motive and emotions of others. It means they are vulnerable to strong emotions, as they don’t read them well, and so they are unable to protect themselves from hatred, or really relax and enjoy true love when they find it. 

Mutual misunderstanding destroys more relationships than anything else, and the happiness of those without God is fragile because of that fact. If we cannot correctly read others true motivation and emotion we will reject true lovers of our soul and embrace people who hate us! While even the most spiritually mature person may make mistakes at times, they have a better chance of spotting the truth about others than the “fool” (the person without bible doctrine in their life). Refer to the BTB study on WISDOM.  It is only the discernment that God gives that keep us as safe as we can be in our decision making in this world.

All things come to all people at some time. This truth begins verse two and reminds us that whatever our philosophy or faith belief system, we will face a wide range of challenges to our mental stability and physical health as we pass through this life. My elderly father expressed this to me last night as I walked him to the dining room in his retirement home. He said, “Today son was the most harrowing day I have ever had in my life, even including all the years of World War 2”. 
He had experienced the frustrations of ill health, with heart disease, dementia, and asthma, and increasing debility of body. He totters along on legs that are increasingly unable to carry him. He was as a young man a Royal Naval gymnast and a man who won every combat star for service in the Royal New Zealand Navy, but at 90 years of age he has literally shrunk away. He and my mother are believers in the Lord who have led good lives.  They are surrounded by those who have also lived good lives, and also those who have lived bad lives, and in their old age those evil people cannot hide their deep nature any more. It can be like bedlam at times there in that old folk’s hospital.

All of us will have “harrowing times”, and as we age the debilities associated with the “fall of man” will increase. Those who have been good and those who have been bad/evil, just as those who have been religiously unclean, and clean, all end up facing the same pressures as they walk through the world. Goodness of character does not protect from suffering, and badness of character does not guarantee more or less suffering in time. People who religiously sacrifice to God are no better off than those who ignore all their religious duties through their walk. 
All categories of people are “in the same boat” that includes suffering and debility at some stage of life. It doesn’t matter what they swear to do, what they actually do, what they don’t do, what they say, what they don’t say; they are all “in the same boat” in this life. If morality and philosophy without God wants to find its proof of its correctness on this planet Solomon believes they need to search a lot harder than they have to date, because the evidence is that morality and ethical philosophical systems do not add one jot to the quality of people’s lives.

3  This is an evil among all things that are done under the sun, that there is one event unto all: yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they live, and after that they go to the dead.
As far as the humanist is concerned the fact that everyone gets the same troubles is an “evil”. That there is just one fate for all; that all die, is an evil to them. Now pause and reflect upon this viewpoint, for it is flawed in its very observation. If there is no creator who can be held accountable for the world, then the notion of blaming any force or power for how things are is a nonsense. To state that a thing is evil or “unfair” (possibly the meaning of evil here) is a statement of nonsense, for there is no-one to be held accountable in the humanistic sphere of thinking. 
Many liberal people also hold to the view that all people are basically good and few are pathologically evil. This is clearly false, yet many still hold this article of humanistic faith! Solomon has no time for it, for in his quest through the field of philosophy and humanism he saw that men were evil, and he mocks those who foolishly cling to the view that people are basically good. They are either mad, or bad, or both, and according to Solomon it doesn’t matter for soon they will all be dead!  Death silences all their pouting, arguing, pontificating, philosophising, and moralising. It doesn’t matter what they have done, who they think they have been, and what they think they have achieved, they are just dead!

4 For to him that is joined to all the living there is hope: for a living dog is better than a dead lion.

5 For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
While we are alive there is hope for us. Solomon is using their own arguments against them here, for they always talk of nobility, and Solomon counters by stating bluntly that there is no “nobility” in a corpse. A live dog (the lowest of creatures to the Jews) is better than a dead lion. There is hope for man to find happiness while he lives, but when he dies his chances are gone. A woman may find her joy and hearts desire while she lives; she may dream and fulfil those dreams while she lives, but once death has come all the dreams are gone. 
Remember, Solomon is arguing from the viewpoint of humanistic morality in these verses; he is mocking those who hold this viewpoint and pushing them to the ultimate fact of their argument, which is their life ends. If death is the end (and Solomon doesn’t believe that, but the humanist does) then the living know something, but the dead know nothing, and even their memory is lost in a generation. 
It has always amused me how desperate unbelievers are to lie to themselves about death. They will speak of their evil loved ones being “at the bar” in heaven waiting for them, with God drawing the alcoholic drinks for their arrival. They have painted a totally false and blasphemous picture of heaven to tranquilise themselves into having no fear of death. They walk with deliberate deception towards the abyss and their final judgement! Refer again to the BTB studies on DEATH. 

6 Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun.

7 Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God now accepteth thy works.
All the good things they valued are gone, but also the dead have now stopped being nasty also. In life they were petty-minded little nuisances, and in death all their envy, bitterness, hatred, and loves are gone. Death ends all things for mankind without God, for there is no expectation of anything else if there is no creator who has a plan that is bigger than time. This is the great divide in philosophy and religion. 
The great division between world viewpoints is in this area; Bible believers have faith in the creator of the heavens and the earth, the maker of space and time itself. Those who reject biblical revelation have no expectations of anything other than an end of their conscious life. They can speak of “returning to the elements of the universe from which they came”, but they have no hope of conscious life beyond this one. Death is the frightening end beyond which is darkness.

How can any person go on and enjoy their present life with joy? Solomon jokes with the pagan and atheist in verse seven. The only way they can go on with any hope and purpose through this life is to have sure knowledge that the Lord God of the heavens and the earth has accepted their works. Without a personal assurance of acceptance, no person may rest easy any night, for any night may be their last upon the earth. What works of man or woman are accepted by God? Only the works of a faith already received through grace are acceptable to God!  Isaiah 64:1-9, 66:1-5. Refer to the BTB studies below and earlier in the following order. FAITH, GRACE, SALVATION, GOOD WORKS.

8 Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head lack no ointment.

9 Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy portion in this life, and in thy labour which thou takest under the sun.
The best advice to those who reject God’s path is to live as well as they can, and suck every lovely pleasure they can from this world. Always wear the most pure clothes Solomon advises, and always be clean and well groomed, with the best skin and hair tonics. Always be morally faithful to your own wife, for then you will enjoy her love and respect, and neither of you will ever face any sexually transmitted diseases. You have an allotted time span under the sun, and if you select the right marriage partner and work hard you will do as well as you are able to do upon this earth. 
These days are finally empty, if you lack faith, but enjoy the ones you can, and with the right woman to love, you will have as lovely a time as you can. Relax and enjoy these basically futile days, and make every day a pleasant one. Then die and be forgotten like all the rest of the fools. Do you feel Solomon’s sarcasm in these verses? I have explained them a little more obviously. He is right however, is he not? If there is no God and no eternal life, the best life is with a person you adore, who adores you, so that you have a great marriage, great family, great business, and good pleasures together until you die. This is not however the full story!

10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.

11 I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all.

If death ends all things for you, then you had better really throw yourself into every day and make it a great one. Solomon is correct in his analysis of life according to humanism. He is also right according to the biblical view; we also ought to be “buying up the time”, and making every day a great one for the Lord. Refer to the BTB study TIME. Whatever there is to do, a person who is heading towards death ought to be doing it! Time wasted is time lost forever. Today is a day we will never have again, and we have the responsibility of using it to the full extent of our potential. 

Solomon has been musing upon all these things for many years by the time he writes these words before us. They are the mature reflection of a jaded mind, but still a believing mind. Solomon’s dark thoughts and bitter reflections relate to his own bad sexual choices and his loveless marriages. He had lots of sex, but lost the one he loved early on in his life due to his bad sexual choices. 
He reflects that the race is often not to the swift, nor the battle to the strongest army. God is not on the side of the big battalions; there is something at work that is way beyond the thinking processes of mere men. The wisest men are not necessarily the rich ones. Solomon would have had no time for the false ‘prosperity gospel’ preachers of our day, for they speak nonsense now, as they did in his day. Time plays tricks with all mankind and chances make fools of all men and women at times.

12 For man also knoweth not his time: as the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the snare; so are the sons of men snared in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them.

As fish are taken in the fisherman’s net without knowing they are caught until they are being pulled rapidly to the surface, just so men and women are in ignorance of the forces swirling around them that can end their life at any time. There is no security in the life of any man or woman; we are all in the hands of powerful forces and events we cannot control. 
As fish and birds are caught by not seeing the nets spread for them, so people are caught by evil forces that they do not see coming, or lying in wait for them. We are creatures in a vast universe, and all our power is nothing against the one who made it. We cannot even match other creatures at times; with Satan’s power and that of his demonic forces always being superior to every man and woman who walk without the Holy Spirit within them. 1 John 4:4.

13 This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it seemed great unto me:

14 There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it:

15 Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet no man remembered that same poor man.

16 Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength: nevertheless the poor man’s wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard.

Solomon reflects upon the wisdom of kings and other great people, and how they can be unhinged by the smallest and least significant of people. He tells the story of a great king who came and besieged a small city. It looked hopeless, but one poor person within the city knows of a device to use against the enemy and the city listened to him and they were delivered. That poor man who saved his city is now forgotten and none give him or his memory the honour he deserves. 
Solomon reflects that that poor man’s wisdom was better than the strength of the great king who attacked his city. Even though this is true and evidenced by the salvation of the city, there is still no earthly reward for that poor wise man. The prosperity gospel is blown away by these things, for the good and noble and wise are often forgotten and despised.

17 The words of wise men are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools.

18 Wisdom is better than weapons of war: but one sinner destroyeth much good.
Most people through history have believed in a form of the so called “prosperity gospel”. I persist in not using capitals to describe this theology, for it is a satanic counterfeit gospel, and is as false now as it has always been, but it remains very popular. People want to believe that if they do certain things that they will prosper. The truth is that wisdom is heard by few in this world, and fewer have their lives transformed by it. Wisdom is not loved by most, for they do not see any angle in it whereby they might be able to profit physically-materially. Wisdom may not bring physical reward, and because of this most ignore or oppose it. 
Wisdom will save a nation, but equally surely one evil person, if they are listened to or gain power, will destroy the nation. Hitler surely destroyed Germany more thoroughly than anyone else. The Allies would not support any attempt to kill Hitler because they knew he was their greatest ally, for his decisions were always flawed and every one he made brought Germany’s defeat closer. One evil man or woman will destroy a nation, just as one wise man or wise woman will save it. What is to be our destiny? What are we to do?

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION
1.
Solomon is brutal towards the liberal humanistic philosopher. He calls them out as fools, for they have ignored the basic evil in mankind. They have ignored the dark side of all men and women, and the result is they end their lives in frustrated despair. Let us be more honest and blunt with unbelievers, for they cover their liberalism in fine words, but beneath their nonsense is satanic deception. We are called to expose religious nonsense by teaching the truth. Let us do so with all our strength and let loose the Holy Spirit’s power through the preaching of the Word of God.

2.
Apart from a personal relationship with the creator-God there is no hope for any man or woman. We must find faith in Jesus or we will not discover hope or mental rest in this world. Let us preach the GRACE message of God to mankind every time we rise to expound from God’s Holy Word.

3.
Let us set all our energy to serving the Lord each and every day, making each day we are given a day for powerful service to the Lord.

DOCTRINES
WISDOM
CHRISTIAN LIFE – FAITH
SALVATION
GOOD WORKS – DIVINE GOOD AND HUMAN GOOD
NOTES
CHAPTER 10
INTRODUCTION
Solomon continues his observations of the chaotic state of man’s life; the sheer undependability of life outcomes. There is no way a humanistic philosopher can determine what will happen from his philosophical position as a result of his plans. The humanist has no power to access that may affect outcomes. He/she is at the mercy of the powers that presently rule this fallen world, and they are particularly vulnerable to the ultimate power that created this universe. The demons may play with unsaved men and women, deceiving them and then abusing them at their leisure. The unbeliever has neither the discernment to see the realities of the Angelic Conflict, nor the power to resist the enemy’s attacks. Refer to the BTB studies again on ANGELIC CONFLICT, and SATAN’S STRATEGY AND TACTICS. 
At times the humanist may be directly deceived and Solomon is baffled at their philosophy that opens them to this so obviously, but he is even more baffled by their straight foolishness. He looks at lazy and stupid people, walking unsteadily towards death, and yet ignoring the reality of their end, and living in a half hearted, ineffectual manner. When you are on a path to death, which your belief system thinks is the end, why would you waste so much time, and squander opportunities to do great things? Unbelievers baffle Solomon; he cannot fathom their foolishness. If they are going to be atheists or humanistic philosophers, at least they should throw themselves into some worthy action every day!

ECCLESIASTES 10:1-20
1 Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a stinking savour: so doth a little folly him that is in reputation for wisdom and honour. 
2 A wise man’s heart is at his right hand; but a fool’s heart at his left. 
3 Yea also, when he that is a fool walketh by the way, his wisdom faileth him, and he saith to every one that he is a fool. 
4 If the spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave not thy place; for yielding pacifieth great offences. 
5 There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, as an error which proceedeth from the ruler: 
6 Folly is set in great dignity, and the rich sit in low place. 
7 I have seen servants upon horses, and princes walking as servants upon the earth. 
8 He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it; and whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall bite him. 
9 Whoso removeth stones shall be hurt therewith; and he that cleaveth wood shall be endangered thereby. 
10 If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then must he put to more strength: but wisdom is profitable to direct. 
11 Surely the serpent will bite without enchantment; and a babbler is no better. 
12 The words of a wise man’s mouth are gracious; but the lips of a fool will swallow up himself. 
13 The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness: and the end of his talk is mischievous madness. 
14 A fool also is full of words: a man cannot tell what shall be; and what shall be after him, who can tell him? 
15 The labour of the foolish wearieth every one of them, because he knoweth not how to go to the city. 
16 Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is a child, and thy princes eat in the morning! 
17 Blessed art thou, O land, when thy king is the son of nobles, and thy princes eat in due season, for strength, and not for drunkenness! 
18 By much slothfulness the building decayeth; and through idleness of the hands the house droppeth through. 19 A feast is made for laughter, and wine maketh merry: but money answereth all things. 
20 Curse not the king, no not in thy thought; and curse not the rich in thy bedchamber: for a bird of the air shall carry the voice, and that which hath wings shall tell the matter.

REFLECTION
1 Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a stinking savour: so doth a little folly him that is in reputation for wisdom and honour.

2 A wise man’s heart is at his right hand; but a fool’s heart at his left.

3 Yea also, when he that is a fool walketh by the way, his wisdom faileth him, and he saith to every one that he is a fool.

It doesn’t take much evil to spoil a good thing. A few dead flies landing in a chemist’s preparation, and the most expensively prepared medicine of the chemist is ruined and worthless. Any food or medicine with one disease carrying fly in it is good for nothing. In a short time flies cause all things they have landed on to stink with the rottenness they bring. 
The ancient’s understood the disease carrying effects of flies! They understood that once flies had spoiled food you threw it out; to eat such things was to get very ill, and to use contaminated medicine was to die.  Just as a small fly can contaminate a great medicinal preparation, just so a small act of stupidity can destroy an otherwise wise and noble life. One act of adultery can ruin a marriage and family and taint many lives forever. Reputation is lost with one foolish act, and honour is in the gutter. 
All the wisdom in the world is lost when one act of foolishness leads to the death of the otherwise wise person. I have seen several acquaintances die through the years as a result of a foolish act on the road, in a sport, or in an outdoor pursuit. A wonderful believer friend of mine at school was killed at age seventeen by one miscalculation in his car, which rolled over in loose metal and killed him. He was wise, and he was good, but one foolish act ended all his promise.  

Don’t run away with the view that the Bible is down on left handed people as a result of reading verse two. This is a view that was part of the Dark Ages, and is one of the reasons why that period was called “dark”. The interpretation was stupid! The phrase, “to the right hand or to the left” in the ancient world reflected a practise of separation of prisoners of war, for service and possible future honour (to the right), or to death or slavery (to the left). The “right hand” of the king was the place of honour and power (the sword hand) in the ancient world, and was where the next in line to the throne sat at banquets. 
A wise king is focused upon those who are worthy of honour (on the right hand) rather than focusing his attention on those on his left hand (the fools who will amount to nothing and are time wasters). The wise ruler does not waste time or energy on people who will never bring honour, renown, or blessing to the kingdom. The wise king spends no time at all with fools, nor does he give them “second chances”; once they have proved themselves fools they are dismissed, and only the most dramatic work done for others by them is evidence that he needs to re-assess his viewpoint. 

When a person is a fool, and tries to hide the fact, it will not be long before their actions betray their real nature. They don’t have to talk much before they give themselves away, and their actions when observed over time will always reveal them as fools. When a fool remains obstinate and refuses wisdom they will make more and more mistakes, and even what they know will fail them. As he goes on his actions will more and more underline his stupidity and foolishness. What is inside will be revealed outside eventually; it is only a matter of time and opportunity. 

4 If the spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave not thy place; for yielding pacifieth great offences.

5 There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, as an error which proceedeth from the ruler:

6 Folly is set in great dignity, and the rich sit in low place.

7 I have seen servants upon horses, and princes walking as servants upon the earth.
Rulers can be very unstable in their favouritism, and navigating your way around the corridors of power can be fraught with danger. Many courts of the ancient world replaced courtiers only by execution and to fall out with the ruler was to die suddenly. Solomon reminds the wise courtier that patience under attack is better than flight. If a courtier finds themselves being verbally attacked by the ruler they are advised to stand firm and take the insults with dignity and silent denial of any wrong doing. Yielding to the attacks without trying to defend your self too vigorously at all will often pacify the ruler. 
This is a piece of advice I find myself giving to many executives who work for Narcissistic, or other so called “personality disordered” managers or directors. They will scream and yell, quite hysterically and illogically, at times. They will falsely accuse every one of grave misdoings, and if the hard working team just silently takes the tirade, the wave of displeasure passes, and the manager is calm and pleasant an hour later. Often these disordered people have no memory of their tirade within a few hours. 
These people may be disordered but very successful in their field, and if you want to work in the field of expertise you must take Solomon’s advice. This is particularly true in the fashion industry. Many fashion houses are run like courts from the ancient world and they are successful. Tyrants can be successful in the devil’s world, and they can be successful for a very long time. If you have to work with them, play their game Solomon urges. Proverbs 19:10, 30:22.

Verse five introduces a great evil that Solomon has seen flowing from the power centre of many royal courts. It is an error of judgement, or act/strategy of foolishness, that he has witnessed amongst kings. That great error of judgement is to raise up fools to rule over the wise men of the court.  It is to raise up servants with slave-like minds to places of great authority, and have the rich and truly powerful humiliated by the “new rich” who are brainless fools, and unfit to rule over others. If the base are promoted and made rulers, they will behave with baseness and corruption. 
It is an act of greatest foolishness to promote people who have no ability to think at a high level to rule over great matters. Solomon’s son Rehoboam would do this very thing, raising up as his new princes his young and spoiled friends above the wise old men who kept Solomon’s kingdom ticking over. He rejected the advice of the great and the wise, and he lost the kingdom within five years. 1 Kings 12:6-16.

8 He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it; and whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall bite him.

9 Whoso removeth stones shall be hurt therewith; and he that cleaveth wood shall be endangered thereby.

10 If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then must he put to more strength: but wisdom is profitable to direct.
There will always be people who will try to steal from others, or do them harm in order to inherit or seize their goods. Those who dig pits to catch men in order to kill or enslave them, will eventually fall into a trap others have laid for them, or even into their own trap, that they later forgot about.  In English we have this proverb in old Naval language, “Hoist by his own petard”. Proverbs 26:27. Those who try to destroy the boundary lines of the fields and steal their neighbour’s land or crops will be judged in the process.  Those pulling down a hedge in the night will be bitten by a serpent living there. Those pulling down a stone wall will have a dislodged stone fall on their head and kill them. Those who steal timber will be hurt as they chop it up to hide its origin. 
Such people are fools, for they ignore the justice and righteousness of God.  Verse ten is brought directly into our modern world with the business proverb; “Work smarter, not harder”. If an iron implement is blunt you need to pause and sharpen it, other wise you will need to put a great deal more effort into the work, and it will be a lot more dangerous also, as the axe may bounce off the wood and slice your toe! This happened to a relative of mine who didn’t stop and sharpen his axe!  He never did finish chopping that tree down! 

11 Surely the serpent will bite without enchantment; and a babbler is no better.

12 The words of a wise man’s mouth are gracious; but the lips of a fool will swallow up himself.
There are things that are dependable without any enchantment to make them so. No-one needs to make a snake bite; for it will bite in sheer instinct and cannot be trained not to do so in certain situations.  Psalms 58:3-5. Snakes are dangerous and not to be played with. Just so people who bite and snap at others are dangerous and not to be played with, done business with, or married!  Solomon refers to two categories of dangerous people in these verses; the obvious snake who will bite you, and the babbling fool who will bore you to death! 
People who babble on about nothing incessantly are just the same as the “snake people” in the tenacity and danger of their behaviours; they do not change their behaviour if they are determined fools. Solomon speaks of two opposite foolish and dangerous natures, and their danger is in their determination to remain as they are and not change for anyone else. They are dangerous because they are determined to be self centred fools! They will bite the hand that feeds them! They will babble on, bore, annoy, and frustrate the person who cares about them.

Only a very foolish person believes a snake will not bite them. Solomon encourages us to expand that truth and see that it applies to all “fools” who reject God’s Word, and so reject any behavioural change to become righteous and wise themselves. Solomon urges his hearers to recognise that only a very foolish person expects a snake to stop biting, or a real fool to stop babbling on about nothing also! I have seen examples of these “fools” in marriage counselling every year of my professional life as a counsellor. I see men and women who bite, snap and snarl at their partners and then act surprised when the abused partner leaves them! 
I have seen many who babbled on about nothing for years and also expressed surprise when their frustrated partner told them that they couldn’t grow any older with such an annoying fool! A husband who is leaving his wife after ten very unhappy years expressed this to me this week. He had told his wife that he couldn’t stand her abusive and “put down” language to him, and her general lack of loving warmth towards him. She then said, “Oh I can change that”. His reply was blunt but correct; “You had ten years to change that, I don’t believe you are capable of sustained change”. That man was right; he had married a fool, but so had been proved a fool himself, for he had married her without really doing the “fruit inspection” that was required beforehand.  

Of course under Solomon’s logic he himself was a fool in doing the very thing he warns others about, for he didn’t see before his marriage that the princess of Egypt’s character was warped. He has now seen it, but too late to avoid great distress and sadness all round. A serpent is a serpent, and its nature is set; it will bite you. Look at the evidence and make your decisions on the basis of the evidence. Don’t be a fool yourself and say, “Oh, I can change that!”  If the person you speak of is a “fool”, then you cannot change anything about them; only God can change them! If you pray for this change to occur, wait until you see the evidence of it, before engaging with them in any work or relationship! Refer to the BTB study SEPARATION, and ANGER. 

You can tell people by the fruit of their lives and their lips. Wise people are gracious in their speech; even to awful people they are gracious. Wise and doctrine filled people do not get nasty with others, for they have learned that such excesses of emotion are rarely if ever justified, and never useful. Nasty people are not changed by harsh words to them, so wise people do not waste their energy on such things. Wise people are gracious, because that is invariably the best way to be with others.  The fruit of the Holy Spirit is graciousness in speech and behaviour towards the awful lost, and the stupid believer. 
In contrast to the gracious mature believer the fool is always entrapped by their own tongue. They swallow themselves up with their own tongue’s gossip. We are called to be honest with others directly, but always graciously. Remember Jesus words from Matthew Chapter Seven; if people do not have a gracious spirit and gracious words, it is because they have not met the Lord Jesus and had their lives transformed by Him. Proverbs 10:13, 20-21, 12:13-14, 15:2, 23, 16:21-24, 22:17-18, 25:11-12, 31:26.

13 The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness: and the end of his talk is mischievous madness.

14 A fool also is full of words: a man cannot tell what shall be; and what shall be after him, who can tell him?
Solomon wants the believers to pay attention to his teaching in order to spot the fools around them quickly. This is the desire of all God’s teachers; we seek wisdom for the Lord’s people, and safety in their life and work. To have safety you must spot those who follow after foolishness quickly. If you do not spot the evil, the foolish, and the disordered, they will destroy your peace of mind at very least, and sadly over time, if you give them power, they will destroy an awful lot more. Proverbs 10:19, 5:2. 
The answer is for believers to be good “fruit inspectors” and watch the words and deeds of others and identify the dangerous people before they destroy your life by theirs. These people will drive you “mad” if you believe them, or are foolish enough to engage with them in discussion. Proverbs 29:9. They are “full of words”, like all con-men, and they will fool many, but not the Holy Spirit filled believer who is wise in the doctrines of God’s Word. Their words sound wise to those who lack true discernment, but the wise and doctrine filled believer is able to see them as empty-headed word merchants. James 4:13-14, 2 Peter 2:10-22, Jude 12-19. 

These people are just fools, and they cannot tell what will happen to them even in the immediate future, let alone after they have gone. They are fools, but they are dangerous to your mental health and your wallet if you believe them! These people claim spiritual status that they do not have, and so they will fool those who are ignorant of doctrine. This is why it is so important to know the doctrines of God’s Word, for only then can you check out what people say against what the truth of God’s Word solidly maintains. 
They claim prophetic knowledge and are always ready to tell you about economic trends and how to make more money, but they are just “full of words” with no truth. These people claim to be PROPHETS but they lack the characteristics of a prophet. They plot and scheme to achieve wealth, but it is all nonsense due to their dishonesty and flawed thinking. Spot them believer; avoid them on the basis of the evidence of their life and lips and so save yourself great grief. Proverbs 10:19, 15:2. 

15 The labour of the foolish wearieth every one of them, because he knoweth not how to go to the city.

16 Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is a child, and thy princes eat in the morning!
Fools pretend they have great knowledge and abilities, but they do not even know anything about going into city life and surviving there. They are wearying in their talking for they know nothing! These are people who want you to trust them with their opinions, but they could not even survive city life! Have you ever noticed the arrogance of the fools who want to have their opinions heard, and yet they lack basic life skills and are not successful in their daily work? It is this obvious contradiction in the life of the fool that is Solomon’s point here. 
If a person wants to be taken seriously they should be clean, tidy, successful in their business, and moral and happy in their marriage and family life. If a person isn’t able to be successful in the business world of the day (go in and out of the city) then they do not have enough wisdom to be taken seriously in anything they say. Once again the emphasis is upon the fruit of a person’s life. Those who have good fruit in their marriage, their family, their business and their community are worth listening to. Those who have failed in any of these areas are to be ignored! 

Verse sixteen has been falsely used by many through the ages to stop young people taking authority over the aged. As a principle it is always unwise for children to rule over adults, but recognise that this is what Solomon means, not that those in their late teens are to be denied rulership. Solomon himself was only twenty when he became king and he ruled well as a young man. Alexander the Great was under nineteen when he took the throne and led the armies of Macedonia into battle. It is not older teenagers that are in view here but babies and children being appointed kings and queens, for that means that their powerful older statesmen will be politicking behind the scenes. 
It will be an unstable kingdom with a child as king, and where the princes or rulers are unable to go without food until dinner time. Those that had to eat early were looked upon as people who lacked self control, and the mark of a great leader is that he/she could go without food and water and still judge or fight for their kingdom. The challenge of leadership is to be able to go without and still do their job for their people. Toughness of body and mind is required to lead.

17 Blessed art thou, O land, when thy king is the son of nobles, and thy princes eat in due season, for strength, and not for drunkenness!

18 By much slothfulness the building decayeth; and through idleness of the hands the house droppeth through.
In a country where there is a ruling class, the younger members are trained in all the details of leadership and rulership. They are educated to rule and so when they take power it does not turn their heads and corrupt them. When people are brought up with plenty of food and wine and are taught well, they do not hunger after the pleasures of the table because they have always known them, and they feel no desire to gorge themselves upon food or drink. It is a shameful thing when believers act like pigs at the feeding trough at shared meals, and it shows a lack of training as children in their homes and afterwards. 
Those not used to plenty will often act in a crass and undignified way when they have plenty. The crass and uncouth behaviour of such people is referred to as the behaviour of the “nouveau riche”. This French phrase means “new rich”, but it means more than just newly acquired money, it means the inability to handle it with dignity, without making fools of themselves by buying frivolous things and acting like pigs. The Prodigal Son left the pig pen, because one day he woke up and realised he didn’t want to live like a pig, but some people actually enjoy living this way! Luke 15:11-32.

The Corinthians were behaving like this at their Agape feast before the Communion Service and Paul warns them severely, for some have committed the SIN UNTO DEATH because of their crass bad manners. 1 Corinthians 11:27-34.  This is a passage that warns us all, that bad manners, where we act like pigs at the communal table, is a serious offence to the Lord. When believers bring disgrace upon the name of the Lord, or use their wealth for self centred purposes, there is judgement. 
We are AMBASSADORS for Christ, and that means we are always to behave like ROYALTY, because we are members of the Royal Family of Christ. Our growth in biblical wisdom is growth into our position as members of the Royal Family, and this is why SPIRITUAL GROWTH is so important, for without it we cannot fulfil our DESTINY AS BELIEVERS, either on earth, or in heaven. 
Believers who are gluttons with food and overweight due to over eating are a disgrace to the Lord. Believers who are drunkards are a disgrace to the Lord. We are to be self controlled in all we do. Proverbs 31:3-9. The godly leader is to have their focus upon the good of others, not their own self centred desires. We are here to serve others in the Lord’s name, not feed our faces!

Lust for food and wine is one weakness that the Holy Spirit will always assist us to defeat, and laziness is another. Verse eighteen is another of the many proverbial sayings that Solomon spoke out against laziness and slackness of any sort. Lack of hard work in the area of repairs and maintenance will often not be seen for some time in a building, but in the end the lack of these things creates disaster. 
Last Summer I repainted our house, just five years after a professional painter did the job. Many questioned me about this. I knew that the professional painter had been lazy, and I suspected he had cut corners in the job. I was so busy at that time that I hadn’t been able to supervise the work closely. I set myself the task of repainting the house to be sure it was weather tight and the paint thick enough to hold on the wall and look really good for the sale we plan to make of it within the next years. I worked hard for two weeks on ladders, planking, and with a scissor lift to reach the second floor.  

I was staggered at the bad job the so called “professional painter” had done, and was very glad I did the job properly, as the thick coats of paint I put on will protect the house for the next ten years. Lazy and short sighted people do not do repairs and maintenance. The result is the house leaks over time, and when water gets into woodwork it rots, and the walls and roof will catastrophically collapse at some future point. We are called to hard work with tenacity in our work. No believer’s house ought ever to fall down due to laziness and slackness on our part, and no ministry ought ever to collapse due to failure to fulfil basic administrative requirements. Let us do the basic “repair and maintenance” and administrative work that is required within our ministries so that they are strong and stable structures for the Lord’s work.

19 A feast is made for laughter, and wine maketh merry: but money answereth all things.

20 Curse not the king, no not in thy thought; and curse not the rich in thy bedchamber: for a bird of the air shall carry the voice, and that which hath wings shall tell the matter.
When we hold a feast for any purpose it will be a time of joy and laughter, and it is not wrong to laugh heartily at times. There is a time for mirth, just as there is a time for sadness and grief. Ecclesiastes 3:1-8. It is not wrong to enjoy wine in moderation at a feast to celebrate a great occasion, but such rejoicing will always be self controlled, never drunken. Refer to the BTB study DRINKING ALCOHOL.  While it is good to feast at times where celebration is appropriate, there is a real benefit in saving funds and using money wisely. There is a time when a celebration is absolutely appropriate and a good use of available funds, but the funds we have are to be stewarded well, for the money we have is for the Lord’s use and ministry purposes, and for all we receive from the Lord we must give account to the Lord. Refer to the BTB study STEWARDSHIP.

The last verse of this chapter has been brought into English with the saying, “Walls have ears”. It is always unwise to criticise others, as we never know who might be overhearing our words and reporting them back to that person. In the entire world all people have only eight degrees of separation. This means that each of us can get to any other person in the world by simply eight steps from someone we know to someone they know to that person after eight steps! In smaller countries it may only be two or three steps to any other person. Solomon’s point is to examine your heart and ask why you are gossiping or criticising the king anyway. What purpose has such criticism? Why do something that bears no fruit except frustration and anger? 
Critical comments have no benefit at all to anyone, so why do believers make them? It was fatal in the ancient world to criticise the king, for execution awaited all who did so. Why would believers risk everything to express their opinions? Isn’t it more important to focus upon what God wants you to do and do it, and leave the king to the judgement of God? This is the biblical position! Let’s get with the divine plan believer! God does not want critical servants, but obedient servants who mind their own business and do their own tasking without being a critic of others. Peter got this message from the Lord directly. John 21:20-23.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION
1.
Solomon has been ruthlessly critical of the lazy fools who squander their days on the road to death. He is baffled by people who believe this world is all there is, and yet they waste time on their journey through it. How much more ought we as believers to be convicted and challenged by our use of time? We are given time upon the earth to use for the Lord’s service and we have the responsibility to do so. Let us challenge ourselves regarding the use we put to the minutes of each day. Let us begin in prayerful commitment and pray through the day for the use of every moment for the Lord’s glory.

2.
Let us be fair, honest, but ruthless in our assessment of the servants of the Lord when we are making appointments to roles in ministry. If a person’s past actions indicate they are a fool, then they are not given any role whatsoever in the Lord’s work. If they wish to prove they are no longer fools, let them take work in the world and prove themselves in the world of business and by their integrity and application to hard work let them prove themselves worthy of a role in the church.  All pastors must be “well spoken of in the world”. 1 Timothy 3:2-7. That means all who work for the Lord must have a reputation for hard work and integrity in the business world well before they are given authority roles in the church.

3.
Pause and reflect upon your work at times believer. Are you working with people who are “crazy” at times? If so you need Solomon’s wisdom to keep working there, if that is truly where the Lord wants you. Pause and reflect also on the success of your work. Are you “chopping the wood” with efficiency and effectiveness, or do you need to stop and sharpen your axe? This may mean you stop your work for a time and retrain, or study a new subject to better assist your work. Every ten years in today’s secular business world we need a new degree or certificate to advance in any field of endeavour. To be “sharp” in our work places we also need to take the right holidays and rest and recharge after work hours. Is your axe still sharp in your work? Do you need to retrain, rest and recharge, or move fields? Pause and reflect believer, and keep your axe sharp for ministry as well as for paid business work. 

4.
Let us preach the wisdom of Solomon a lot more than we do, because in marriage, the family, and the business world we have daily opportunities to apply this wisdom to save ourselves misery. Especially in the world of marriage let us urge people, to be cautious and act on evidence not emotion. In the business world let us train believers to be wise, asking always for the Lord’s direction, and then working hard and well for their managers. Let us train them to be able to handle the personality disordered bosses they will meet without any distress to them. God’s Word is real and blunt, and speaks directly into the real world. Let us teach believers to apply its truth into their working and personal lives.

5.
Leaders were to be tough, resourceful and successful in anything they had done previous to their taking command. The Jewish people would later say that no-one who had not been successful in their marriage, and had brought up children successfully was to be considered for a leadership. They could see that those who were untested and untried in the furnaces of affliction were not proven enough to take real leadership roles. Let us be rigorous in our leadership selection and ensure that those who are appointed to lead our churches are tried and true before they are given any power to wield!

DOCTRINES
ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT 
ANGELS – SATAN’S STRATEGY AND TACTICS
CHRISTIAN LIFE – AMBASSADORSHIP
CHRISTIAN LIFE – ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD
CHRISTIAN LIFE – MATURITY – CROSS TO THE CROWN
CHRISTIAN LIFE – EPIGNOSIS KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S WORD
CHRISTIAN LIFE – DESTINY OF BELIEVERS
DRINKING ALCOHOL
CHRISTIAN LIFE – STEWARDSHIP 
NOTES
CHAPTER 11
INTRODUCTION
Solomon continues his advice to those who wish to really confront reality as they walk through this life. His words are particularly addressed to those who want to walk through this world without a living relationship with the Lord their God. He is blunt and straight shooting in his words, and almost boring in his tone. He wants the unbeliever to really reflect upon their walk through this world and see that they need to confront the truth about the “one way” nature of our walk. We leave this earth one day, and we need to factor that into every step we take and not be fooled by the “joys of youth” into wasting time that we will not have again. Every day is a gift from God and is a day for which we will be held responsible by the creator for doing what He ordered.

ECCLESIASTES 11:1-10
1 Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days. 
2 Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth. 
3 If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth: and if the tree fall toward the south, or toward the north, in the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be. 
4 He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap. 
5 As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child: even so thou knowest not the works of God who maketh all. 
6 In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good. 
7 Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun: 
8 But if a man live many years, and rejoice in them all; yet let him remember the days of darkness; for they shall be many. All that cometh is vanity. 
9 Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into judgement. 
10 Therefore remove sorrow from thy heart, and put away evil from thy flesh: for childhood and youth are vanity.

REFLECTION
1 Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days.

2 Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth.
When bread is cast upon water it dissolves quite quickly and soon is gone. Bread cast upon the waters is either to feed fish in a fish farm, or feed ducks, or other water birds. In both cases the bread is probably old and stale and the throwing of it away upon the waters always brings rewards in the later food obtained from the birds or the fish. Though the bread cast upon the waters disappears quickly, it is transformed into other food in the bodies of the fish or fowl “after many days” and the person who threw the bread away reaps a benefit from it. 
This proverbial saying has traditionally been interpreted as an encouragement to charity, and as such an assurance that anything given to others, even if it is your old stale bread, will return to you later to your benefit. Refer back to the BTB studies on WEALTH, WELFARE, and MONEY. Whatever we cannot use ought to be recycled into the community and be used by someone, or for something. We are to be good stewards of the Lord’s bounty to us.

We cannot know what will befall us in each new day and so there is wisdom in being careful about our goods and our food. In English the proverbial saying that expresses verse two here is, “Don’t put all your eggs in one basket”. If you have an investment to make, divide it into seven or eight portions and spread the risk around by so doing. The Arab traders had a similar saying, “Don’t put all the goods on one caravan, for if it is attacked you lose it all”. 
No-one fully knows the evils that are out in the world and so it is best to be very guarded about all business and travel decisions. Impetuous and risk taking behaviours are not advised by Solomon. We have seen in the years 2007-2012 the dangers to investors in trusting “fund managers” with all their investments. Large funds have been destroyed by the greed and fraud of their managers, and those who placed all their funds into one place have lost everything.

3 If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth: and if the tree fall toward the south, or toward the north, in the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be.

4 He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap.
There are natural processes that mere mortals have no control over whatsoever. Where the rain is going to fall is the cloud’s decision not the farmers. The great frustration, even today, for farmers is seeing needed rain blow over your own farm and then raining on another area a few miles away. No farmer has control over this. Even so called “rain making” is imprecise in its results. Clouds cannot be controlled, but even quite solid things like trees also are beyond our control when we cut them down. 
When a tree is cut it falls, and once it starts to fall no-one can stop it, and where it lands, that is where it lays. I once cut down a tree in my home garden. I thought I had worked it all out well, but as it came down it turned to the left and squashed a pool fence. Once the tree began its fall it was beyond any effort of mine to change it.  I then got in the tree professionals for another job, and they cut another one of these same trees, and just as it started to fall a great gust of wind caught its canopy and it changed direction, fell over my neighbour’s hedge, and landed right on the roof of their Mercedes Benz! The insurance companies made and lost some money that day!

There are things we cannot control once they start moving. Even though the forces of nature are powerful and unpredictable we still need to step out and work in the midst of the uncertainties of nature. It “might rain”, and it “might snow”, and it might be a storm later, but we cannot be sure. If we wait around for what might happen, or stop working because of what might occur in the weather, then we will never get anything done. This proverbial saying does not argue against intelligently reading the signs of nature and working in accordance with the facts that experience teaches us, but it confronts us with the limits of our predictive abilities. 
We don’t sow unless there will be a good chance of rain to germinate the seeds. We don’t reap the crop if it may get spoiled by the rains and winds before the grain is separated from the chaff. These things are basic farming protocols, but if we are wise, we do not operate on the basis of predictions that tie us up in complex systems of calculations that do not add anything to our ability to do the job before us. Many get so complicated about their ability to “read the signs of the times” that they end up not doing anything; they just sit around and debate things! Solomon is saying here; stop talking about the weather, just interpret the signs practically, and get on with the work! You are here to sow and reap, so just do it believer! Proverbs 20:3-4, 22:13.

5 As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child: even so thou knowest not the works of God who maketh all.

6 In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good.
There are mysteries in this life that we never understand. The way the Holy Spirit works is a mystery, and even the way the spirit of a person works at some times and not at others, and then leaves the body in death is a mystery. My dear old mother died yesterday and her dead body was totally different in appearance to her body when alive; her spirit had left and gone to be with the Lord. She was totally changed by this and only a shell was left behind. These things are basic realities and yet we do not understand them at all. Why is it that we think we know so much and argue about inconsequential things, when the deep mysteries of human life and death are beyond us?

The ancients could look at the development of a child in the womb, and like us they stood amazed. Even understanding a little of how the bones develop from the protoplasm foetus we still stand in awe of God’s work. From a few cells to a tadpole and then fish shaped embryo, and then to a fully formed child over a period of eight months! It is amazing! The development of the human baby is marvellous and amazing indeed and God made all things with this wonder in their heart. Solomon calls for the arrogance of man to bow before the mysteries of the creation. We are called to do the work assigned and leave the results to the Lord. If we are to sow then we sow, if reap, then we reap, and we accept that we have no ability to change or affect the outcomes of our work. The challenge is to do our work and leave our lives in the Lord’s hands! Haggai 1:5-11, 2:4-5, Zechariah 8:9-15.

7 Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun:

8 But if a man live many years, and rejoice in them all; yet let him remember the days of darkness; for they shall be many. All that cometh is vanity.
For every light and bright day there is a dark and scary night. There is both good and bad for man upon this earth and we must take all that comes and leave it with the Lord. It is always easy to rejoice in a lovely day, and even in the midst of the cold of winter a clear blue sky lifts the spirit. It is a really pleasant thing to look up into a clear sky and see and feel the sun upon your face. It is not wrong to rejoice in such things, but it is foolish to forget the other reality; that dark and death are also walking with us through this life. 
We have many lovely summers and many hard winters. We will enjoy the feel of the sun but we must also be ready for the stabbing cold and darkness of the winter nights when a wrong decision to stay outside too long will kill us with exposure. We must also remember that the dark of death comes to us all, and while we enjoy the summer of our youth, reflect upon the temporary nature of all the pleasure and fun we enjoy. This is not a “kill joy” attitude, for Solomon is not saying, “don’t enjoy”, he is simply saying, “enjoy in the light of the end of your life”. 
All of man’s life comes to vanity unless there is eternal purpose in the midst of it. It is only the eternal purposes of God that transform the days of darkness into the joys of eternal rewards. Paul reflected upon this, noting that without the truth of the resurrection the believers would be the most miserable of people! 1 Corinthians 15:16-34, 2 Corinthians 4:8-11. It is the end of a race that gives meaning to the start and the middle of the race!

9 Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into judgement.

10 Therefore remove sorrow from thy heart, and put away evil from thy flesh: for childhood and youth are vanity.
It is important that we rise up and fly like eagles in our days of physical strength, for the days will come when we cannot do certain things. Isaiah 40:38-41. It is important for young people to be very active in their service of the Lord and step up to the mark and be strong in their faith. 
This does not involve being stupid, reckless, or immoral. We have a pagan saying regarding young people that they are “sowing their wild oats”. This is a way of saying that they are being immoral, but that they will grow out of it, and that it won’t do them any harm. This is a satanic falsehood, and it is an evil saying, and a false encouragement to young people to minimise sin and evil. To “sow wild oats” is to reap a crop of severe judgement later in life. 
It is always wrong to walk along a path that is evil, and young people entering into sexual sin may destroy their sexual function for later life, and even lose their life in the process. All minimising of sin is satanic and Solomon warns against anything that leads people into paths that are destructive and lead to God’s judgement. The stupidity of childhood lusts is foolishness and believers of all ages are to resist them. We are to enjoy our walk through life, and actively put away all sorrow from our hearts, but that does not mean denial of the truth, but acceptance of the truth. Sin causes sorrow and by putting away sexual sin and evil we put away unnecessary sorrow.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION
1.
We are called to fight a great fight, not talk a great fight! Let us be busy in work, not just talking about work. God has called us to sow and reap, and so let us get into the fields and do the work assigned without worrying about the weather and the future outlook. Let us do our assigned work and leave the results in the Lord’s hands! 1 Peter 5:5-9.

2.
All is vanity and emptiness apart from the Lord Jesus in our life. All the mysteries of life are just insoluble items of confusion to those who do not find the eternal realities of Jesus. Let us rejoice in the Lord and advance in his service through the uncertainties of this world. There is no other way to be happy upon this earth other than by serving the Lord in spirit and in truth. Let’s do it! Let’s do it daily!

3.
Morality is not boring, it is life giving. Immorality is the path of death. Let us never speak about “sowing wild oats”, for the crop that grows in the lives of the foolish is often fatal to them. Let us preach the truth about sexual sin and call it what it is, and warn all about the earthly and eternal consequences for such foolishness.

DOCTRINES
WELFARE

CHRISTIAN LIFE – COLD - DON’T GO COLD

NOTES
CHAPTER 12
INTRODUCTION
Solomon ended chapter eleven with the warning against minimising sexual sin, and he begins this last chapter with the alternate command. We must avoid sin, and follow after righteousness. Spiritual growth is both a negative and a positive process; it involves both actively rejecting the deceit of satanic stupidity, and actively pursuing Bible doctrine. We are to be hungry for the truth and have a holy hatred of the satanic counterfeits that advertise his evil alternatives to true spirituality.  

ECCLESIASTES 12:1-14
1 Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them; 
2 While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain: 
3 In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened, 
4 And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of musick shall be brought low; 
5 Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets: 
6 Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern. 
7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it. 
8 Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity. 
9 And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs. 
10 The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of truth. 
11 The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd. 
12 And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh. 
13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 
14 For God shall bring every work into judgement, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.

REFLECTION
1 Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;

2 While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain:
This first verse is used widely amongst youth work, but often not fully read to the end. We have broken the taboo about sex, but not the taboo about age and death, and most avoid the subjects. This is not an option for the Bible teacher. We are called to preach the truth about the creation of mankind, and that involves teaching about the fall and its consequences. The consequence of sin is often laboured on by preachers, but in the scriptures sin and death are linked, and the accurate preacher links them in their preaching today. 
We face old age with debility, and then often death with great discomfort because of the impact of sin upon mankind. The “evil days come” to many, when with dementia, cancer, heart disease, bowel disorders and other debilitating diseases make life very hard for the elderly. Just speaking with three old people after my mother’s death yesterday I was struck by their comments on the “evil days” that they see have come upon them. 

The two older ladies both reported to be unable to walk without significant help now, and to be in pain all the time in their lower backs, which makes sleeping difficult. An older man said to me, “Would it be bad to say that I pray for the Lord to take me home?” He then told me of the stress of his heart condition and the advancing dementia with its memory loss; all of which made life unbearable. 
My old father said to me before my Mother’s death how he was having more harrowing days now than he had ever had in the toughest days of World War 2, where he served in action at sea solidly for four years. Many get to their fifties and notice that their eye sight starts to fail. I had to get reading glasses at 51 and still remember the shock of that event, but not seeing all the stars is mild against the pain and debility that many face. The clouds over the vision are cataracts and other eye conditions that are still epidemic in the Middle East area.  

3 In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened,

4 And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of musick shall be brought low;
The “keepers of the house” start to tremble. The arms and hands are the keepers of the house and the “strong men” are the legs. We don’t want to go too far, as some of the older Rabbis did and see the plague and other specific diseases here, for Solomon is being general here and referring to old age alone. 
The hands tremble and the arms lose their ability to lift, work, and fight to protect the head. The legs shake and grow weak, and the older person appears to shrink away and totter on their once strong legs. The “grinders” are clearly the teeth, and they are unable to chew solid food because there are so few of them unbroken and usable. The eyes grow dark and the person is blind by the time they were of a great age. 
What happens to the fragile and now vulnerable older person is that they tend to stay indoors more and more. In the ancient world as today, the old person was vulnerable and in a culture where a knock from a person moving quickly along the stone road would break a bone the elderly were nervous about going out into the narrow and congested streets. 

Like many of the elderly, the person Solomon describes rises early with the birds because they cannot sleep. They cannot hear the sounds of lovely music any more and if they try to sing they cannot hold a tune any more. My late mother used to quote her own mother’s observation about growing old as a farmer’s wife in the 1940s. She said, “This old age is no good”. 
Solomon agrees whole heartedly and urges young people to visit the old folk’s homes and pause long enough to reflect upon their own pleasures to ensure they are worthy, and will not leave them jaded and frustrated when they too get as old as some of the residents they visit with. We are to enjoy the Lord’s path for us through this life but we are to do so with our eyes open to the end of the road. We must not end this life with resentment, frustration, irritation, or deep regret about the life we have lived.

5 Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets:

6 Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern.
One of the things about age is the ability to judge distances declines and so fear of falling increases in proportion to the brain fearing it’s unable to properly calculate things for safety. The elderly may become afraid of things that previously were fine for them. This may occur early in life as strength declines. In the naval forces I abseiled off large cliff faces and jumped out of helicopters into the sea, but unless my life was at real risk I would now avoid such activities like the plague. The almond tree was the tree of the closeness of death in Israel; it was known as the “watcher”. It is one of the first to flower after the worst of winter and is the “watcher of the spring season”. It doesn’t flower as it grows old and dies. Its shape was emblematic for some Rabbis of back trouble also. 

The grasshopper is a very powerful creature, but even carrying such a light “burden” upon the shoulder is a worry and can be a danger for the elderly. They are unsteady on their feet with any load upon them. All things are a burden to them. High noises as well as high places can be scary to the elderly. An undulating road, and rolling hills that were jogged over in youth are scary walks for the elderly or seriously ill because of the unsteadiness of their feet. Sexual desire is also gone for them. They know that for them life is heading down hill to its end, and the mourners are walking home in the streets and they wonder when they will be walking home from their funeral. Refer to the BTB studies on DEATH, DYING GRACE.

Solomon uses a number of images of death in verse six; poetic images which portray the awful reality of the severing of life and the end of that person’s walk upon the earth. The strangeness of death is in view here. The beautiful pictures are all quite sinister underneath their shining beauty. The “silver cord” is a reference to the silver thread of life that is cut by the fates in Greek mythology, but this pre-dates their stories by 500 years! It is a reference to the beauty and fragility of life, not the paganism of the Greek’s stories. Silver is the metal of redemption and stood for the perfect sacrifice of the Saviour for the sin of man. Refer to the BTB study REDEMPTION. 
The next image is the image of vast expense and beauty; the golden bowl is shattered to pieces. It is a sign of great violence, and was done by invading armies to looted gold bullion to smash it up ready to be melted down into a new item that they would make of it. It refers to the violent end of a life in battle or after invasion, whereas the silver cord being cut has a sense of timeliness and quiet deliberation about it. Our life is in His hands, and the time of our death is in the Lord’s hands also, and even though death may come with violence and the shattering of the body, we can be at peace in the midst of it.

The next two pictures are the picture of violence in the ordinary details of life in an agricultural economy that depended upon pure and readily available water supplies. Let us see the national and community impact of the images and then apply them to the death of an older person. The breaking of the water supply system also indicates great ruin in a land that depends upon water. When the pitcher is shattered at the fountain it means that the local household is not going to receive water, but when the water wheel that brings the deep water to the surface is smashed then no-one is going to receive water in that town. 
Let’s now put the four images together as a picture of old age and the losses associated with older age. The first image of the silver thread being cut is a picture of the Lord’s very deliberate action in ending an individual’s life. Precious in the sight of God is the death of his saints. Psalms 68:20, 116:15. The second image is the shattering of the golden image and beauty of the bowl. At our peak of physical fitness, intellectual agility, and business prowess we are like the golden bowl; we are attractive to behold and useful to others. At a time in our life we are an ornament at functions and we draw people to us as “beautiful people” who are pleasant to be around. Old age smashes this beauty like an enemy soldier smashes captured booty. It is as if old age is a violent destroyer of beauty. 
Beautiful people become wrinkled and their skin sags. They lose the tone in muscles and the texture of their skin is altered. Beauty is indeed smashed by old age. The third image is of a worn old pitcher, the family’s drinking water source, possibly been used for years to bring water to the household. The elderly have been the support people of our society; they have brought in the water of life to their families, but then old age breaks the pitcher at the fountain and the source is gone. 

There comes a day when the elderly cannot bring in the water to their family; they need care now and their days of caring for others are over. The final picture is the broken wheel, and this pictures the total loss of the mechanical ability to raise up the water of life; this is a fundamental break down of bodily systems. My old father expressed this last night to me when he said, “I just feel broken, as if a part of me isn’t working any more”. It wasn’t just the grief of my mother’s death that caused this observation but his increasing debility means his heart just isn’t pumping the blood any more and the brain and lungs are starting to fail also. As my old mother used to say, “This old age is no good!” it is the reminder of the fall of man and the cost of sin amongst us.

7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it. 8 Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity.

We are made of the dust of the earth. Genesis 3:19, 18:27, Psalms 90:3-12, 146:3-4. Rightly the psalmist tells us here to “number our days” and make the days count for the Lord. We are frail and foolish often, and the challenge is to face the reality of life and death and the need to live in a way that ensures we bring glory to God who gave us life and opportunities for service. We are here by the creative pleasure of God, and He has given us his breath to live, and expects us to serve him and give account for all we have done upon this earth. 
God gives us life and when we die He requires the gift back and our account with it. Life is given and life is taken back! Everything is conscious in this universe and the controller is a loving Father, not a capricious pagan god in the model of the Greeks and Romans. Refer to the BTB studies FATHERHOOD OF GOD, GOD CARES FOR YOU. All is vanity if the individual man or woman seeks to live for things that are limited to earth. Everything is meaningless and empty of significance unless it is enlivened by God and has God’s eternal purposes guiding the life. Psalms 62:5-9. 

9 And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs.

10 The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of truth.

Solomon doesn’t stop preaching the truth to the people, even though he felt the hopelessness of his own life of sexual excesses. Solomon deeply feels the “vanity” of his wealthy but unsatisfying life. He is caught by his own logic in the trap of his own making. He deeply feels his own foolishness and pleads with his people to follow after true wisdom, not compromise with truth as he did. Solomon had the wealth and the power, but not the peace and the joy that he prayed would be his people’s reward. 
He searched out the truth and preached it, and published books of proverbs for the people to read, that none might have the excuse of ignorance for not living as God wanted. Solomon sought the best way to express each truth and tried to make his work as powerful as he could and as useful as it could be for his people. Proverbs 1:1-6, 8:6-10, 10:1, 15:23-26, 16:21-24, 22:17-21, 25:1, 11-12. 

11 The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd.

12 And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh.

Learning is not a pleasant activity at times. It may be painful and it may be harsh when the truth is hammered hard into our reluctant heads. Solomon compares the power of the Word of God to the Ox goad that stopped the oxen from kicking the plough to pieces. The goad was there to stop the animal from getting out of control and damaging itself and the plough. Knowledge of Bible doctrine is God’s way of keeping us safe from avoidable harm and the team of believers together and productive for the Lord. 
The nails fastened together on the plough were there to strengthen it against the kicks of an ox that didn’t like the job of pulling the plough. The shepherd is the one in charge of the farm and the one who has put together the equipment to achieve the farming goals.  He is the “husbandman” of John 15:1ff. His concern is the safety of the animals and the productivity of the entire farm. All aspects of the farm are coordinated to ensure productivity. John 15:1-12. Refer to the BTB study GOOD WORKS.

All the best skilled craftsmen are used to ensure that the plough is well made, and the workmanship perfect to protect the animals and produce the crops. Everything is done to ensure that productivity is achieved, and that is the Lord’s point regarding our own lives; we are here to produce good works for his Glory! The Lord requires it of us. We have the gift of life to achieve results for our creator and He has given us everything to achieve those results. Matthew 25:15ff. We have received so much at the point of salvation that we have all we need to really produce great things for the Lord’s glory. 
His promise was that “greater things” would we do in his strength after He was back in heaven, and a faithful servant achieves great things in the Holy Spirit’s power. John 5:20. Like the oxen, we are here to pull the Lord’s plough, and as his under-shepherds we are here to feed his sheep. John 21:15-25. 

All people who have had to study long and hard for their doctorate degrees love Solomon’s verse twelve in this chapter. All of us have felt this at times and even people who would not normally cry aloud “Hallelujah” will cry it aloud at this verse.  We do not need more books and more study, but we all need more application of the things already taught, heard, and believed.  Wisdom is the result of hearing the truth, believing the truth, and over time applying the truth into the fabric of everyday life. 
Solomon understands that unless we hear, believe and apply the Word of Truth, that it will do no good to us. James picks this truth up in James 2:19. He notes that the devils themselves believe the truth about God and Christ because they know it is true, but they will not let the truth change them. It is not “ticking the box” in a doctrinal quiz of truth, but it is allowing the truth free reign in your spirit and being transformed by it that proves you are a genuine follower of Jesus Christ. Much study without believing and applied reality is indeed “much weariness”, and it is totally useless. James 2:20-26. 

13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

14 For God shall bring every work into judgement, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.

Solomon very bluntly and in straight forward language sums up the big lesson of the entire book. All that man does alone without reference to his creator is a waste of time and energy. It is only the things we do in the filling of the Holy Spirit that bring any lasting results of eternal value. Refer to the BTB studies on the FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, REWARDS AND CROWNS, and FEAR. It is the Lord’s will alone that gives purpose and focus for us as men and women upon this earth, “under the sun”. It is holy respect for the Lord that keeps us focused forward. 

The whole duty of every person is to confront their creator and give an account of their life in a manner that does not bring disgrace upon that person. All we do in the power of the Old Sin Nature is wasted energy, but all we do in the power and filling of the Holy Spirit is rewardable for all eternity. The whole duty of mankind is to bring glory to the name of the one who has given us life and provided the means to achieve amazing things upon this earth. We have the power of God and are able to do things in the Holy Spirit’s power that make the devil squirm; let us do it daily with all the power God the Holy Spirit gives us! All will stand before the Lord and give account; let us ensure that it is for glory, not for shame.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION
1.
Old Age is “no good”, as my dear old late mother used to say. As we age we learn more and more about the Fall of Man and see the consequences in every ache and pain and disease our tired bodies are opened up to. Old Age is not meant to be pretty, but it is meant to be productive for believers. Even if we cannot work as hard as we once did we can pray with power, and we are called to do that before the Lord. Let us be the prayer warriors we can be as we age and bring power to the younger believers who are still active in the battle field. In the Christian Army, the elderly are promoted to the artillery of prayer to support the youthful infantry, and then we are promoted to heaven. Let us make sure we take each step towards heaven with our eyes fixed upon Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith! 

2.
We all return to the dust from which we were made in Adam. Given that our bodily destiny is such a base one, let us not get too fixated on appearance and things that do not matter or last. Let us realise that the things that matter, are important eternally, and they are spiritual and Holy Spirit driven. Let us walk in the Holy Spirit’s power and so we will achieve the great things the Lord has called us to achieve.  

3.
We will all give account for our time upon this earth under the sun. Let us walk in the Holy Spirit’s power, fear the Lord and honour those in authority over us. Let us do the things we are called to do and not interfere in the tasking of others, except to pray powerfully for them. Let us advance in our service while we walk under the sun and let us advance into eternity with joy in our Lord who has given us everything we need to achieve all He has called us to do.

DOCTRINES
SALVATION – REDEMPTION
GOD – FATHERHOOD OF GOD
GOD – GOD CARES FOR YOU

GOD – COMFORT FOR BELIEVERS
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