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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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INTRODUCTION

THE PROPHET OF THE EXILE – THE FOUNDATION LAYER FOR THE RETURN IN HOLINESS

EZEKIEL THE MAN

Ezekiel is, like Jeremiah, a priest, and he is never able to serve in his vocation, for he is taken into captivity before he is able to begin his priesthood duties at age Thirty Years. Numbers 4:23. He is taken into the captivity with King Jehoiachin around 597 BC. His father’s name is given, but that doesn’t help us much, as his father is not mentioned anywhere else, so we can only conclude he was of an ordinary priestly family, in contrast to Jeremiah’s high priestly family. He begins his prophetic ministry at the same age he would have begun his priestly ministry had he been in the Temple; at age thirty, in the fifth year of his captivity, circa 592 BC, and six years before he hears of the destruction of the Temple and city of Jerusalem. 2 Kings 24:12-16, Ezekiel 1:1-3. Read in the BTB doctrinal study below, EZEKIEL – ISRAEL’S FUTURE.

Like all of the Lord’s key servants he has a time of quiet reflection and preparation before fully beginning his ministry; in his case five years of slave work on the “River Chebar” (likely the Royal Canal in Babylon). Ezekiel is a man who will challenge us like Jeremiah to find our path in life and walk it in the power of the Holy Spirit. Many believers get frustrated when they find these quiet times, when not much appears to be happening, but they are normally times when we learn the great lessons of prayer, patience, and determination.  We are here for God’s purpose and we are to find it and do it.
There will be times for us all when we have “quiet times”, when not much is happening in our life, other than our physical money earning work. At such times we are to grow through application of the Word of God into all the normal details of our daily life, and wait for the Lord’s door to open.  It is finding God’s path for us that is the key/sole vital task in this life.
Paul had a similar time in Arabia, and in Tarsus, before the door opened in Antioch for the greatest service of any of the apostles. Acts 9:20-25, 29-30, Galatians 1:16-24. Paul wasn’t inactive during this time, any more than we are to be inactive as we wait on clear guidance; he worked for his bread, he witnessed, he studied and he lived a holy and moral life. In short he prepared in the small things for the great things later to be opened up for him. It is failure to serve in “small things” that hinders most young believer’s service for the Lord; it is failure to serve in Sunday school, bible class, prayer group, car park attendant,... etc.  Matthew 25:23-30, Luke 16:10-15, 19:14-26. If we love the Lord we serve his people in any way we can: if we do not serve the Lord’s people, then we do not love the Lord as we claim to. Refer to the BTB studies, CHRISTIAN LIFE – STEWARDSHIP, SUBMISSION, and SUFFERING. 

He begins his ministry at the time appointed by the Lord, with the growth of false prophets in Babylon, and the arrival of a letter by Jeremiah to correct and rebuke them. That is the Lord’s signal to rise up and preach the truth for Ezekiel, and it is a clear call. He begins straight away by opposing the false prophets of Babylon, who backed those of Jerusalem, and prophesied that the captivity would be over soon and everyone would return back to the city of Jerusalem with Jehoiachin restored to the throne. 

His first role as a prophet is to back up Jeremiah’s letter that was received in Babylon at this time. Jeremiah 28:1 – 29:23. Just as false hopes were given by evil lying prophets of the days of Isaiah as the Assyrians swept in to judge the Northern kingdom, so false hope was given to the sinners of Judah one hundred years later. False prophets may be known by their message, for it is always one that suits the desires of carnal men. If a message appeals to the carnal man, and does not confront behavioural and attitude problems that separate the natural man from God, then it is likely false! 

Satan delights in a message of total positivity without any demands for holiness or dealing with sins; he has, since the very beginning preached a message of blessing without blood sacrifice! Genesis 4:1-15. Refer to the BTB for the doctrinal studies on PROPHECY, PROPHET, and also, ANGELS – SATAN’S STRATEGY AND TACTICS. Satan likes “good news”, but his news is deceptive and distracting from the truth of sin, judgment and the holiness required for service. Satan appeals to man’s pride and this is exactly what happened here, with the foolish king Zedekiah plotting with other kings, lying to Nebuchadnezzar and planning for rebellion against him. Jeremiah 24:3ff, 27:3ff, 51:59ff. 

Ezekiel, like Jeremiah, was considered a traitor to nationalism, and his early messages were ignored by the people and he had to turn to novel ways to attract attention, and so he acted out many of his messages. These strange actions drew the crowds and then he spoke the direct message to them. He remained very unpopular until the city and temple were destroyed. Then only, were all the facts clear for the exiles, and they faced the terrible truth about the lies of the false prophets. He not only had to face the hatred of the people, but also he faced the personal tragedy of the death of his wife. Ezekiel 24:16-17. 
Ezekiel, like Jeremiah, shared the suffering of his people and had to accept that Nationalism, though a legitimate and ordained part of the created order, was to be subordinated to submission to a foreign power at this time. He did not allow his love for country and desire for national liberty and self determination to distract him from the higher spiritual truth that his people needed to learn through their military and political defeat. Refer to the BTB study on GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. 

Ezekiel suffered greatly in his life, and this was not a result of his sin, but the sins of his nation. Through his suffering the glory of the Lord was shown down the ages. John 9:1-5. In today’s world the so called “prosperity gospel” is preached by many. It teaches that unless you are being physically and financially prospered then you are living in sin and operating beneath the level God intended for you. This has been discussed at various points in the study on Jeremiah (Refer to the CD for the 5 Volumes of the Jeremiah Commentary). 

Like his older contemporary Jeremiah, Ezekiel did not receive great financial and other physical blessings, but he walked the path God had for him in his life time, and so has blessed others down the centuries and will have received spiritual blessings in the heavenlies that will have satisfied his soul. Ephesians 1:3, 2 Timothy 4:18, Hebrews 3:1, 11:13-16, 12:18-25. This is another study, like all other Biblical study, that proves again and again, that the Lord’s people are blessed, but it may not be in this world. It reminds us again that blessing here is an irrelevancy, for time is very temporary! Satan is interested in blessings in time that don’t last. The Lord is interested in blessings in eternity that do last forever for us. Let us stand with the Lord and his mighty prophets and apostles. Refer to the BTB study below, CHRISTIAN LIFE – REWARDS AND CROWNS.

He lived by the Royal Canal (River Chebar) which apparently was just outside the main city of Babylon, with the other captives, but was, by year six (591 BC) in his own home, taking Jeremiah’s injunction seriously to build houses for themselves, for their captivity would be seventy years. Jeremiah 29:4-15, 28, Ezekiel 8:1. He was a young man of twenty five when taken with Jehoiachin and so, like Daniel would have been exposed through his early years to the messages of the prophet Jeremiah. 

The Lord brought these three men together in time for maximum impact in the time of crisis, each in their own way and to their own audiences. This was similar to the provision of God one hundred years earlier, during the days of the Assyrian crisis in Israel and Judah, when the Lord brought four prophetic voices forward for the people to repent and be saved; Isaiah, Hosea, Amos, Micah. The Lord does not leave his people without doctrine for the time of crisis, for the truth alone sets us free. John 10:10. Refer to the BTB study on GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FREE WILL. 

Ezekiel preaches from age 30 through until at least age 57. His last dated message is twenty seven years after he begins his work. Ezekiel 29:17. Traditions recorded later indicate he served until the years just before the decree of Cyrus, others that he died in his early sixties; we simply do not know other than the fact that he died before seeing the return of the exiles. He spoke, he lived his message, and he completed a written form of the message for the exiles to remember the Lord’s words to them and then he quietly steps off the stage of history. 

This is our role also in this life; to play our part until our end. He is not an example of the prosperity gospel, any more than Jeremiah is, for he lived and died a slave to Babylonian power, and on the way he faced the hatred of his people for many years, and the loneliness of the death of his wife early in their marriage. He had no children, and so no descendents to return with the exiles after Cyrus publishes his decree. He has however the same level of eternal blessing as Jeremiah. And all of us who share his words now are his children in faith. He has a large spiritual family, and in heaven you will not find him moaning the fact that he did not have earthly power, wealth or genetic posterity. Those who care for such things care for things that Satan can hook them on. Let us, in obedience to our Lord, focus on the spiritual rewards that he cannot target or rob us of. Matthew 6:25-34, 20:25-28, Mark 10:29-31, 1 Timothy 4:8-9, 2 Timothy 4:6-8. 

THE MESSAGES OR THEMES OF THE BOOK

Dr J Vernon McGee rightly characterizes this book as one that teaches and proclaims the Glory of God. He calls Ezekiel “the prophet of the spirit, dealing particularly with the Person of God”. He tells us of the heart love of God for his people and explains prophetically the plan for Israel’s destiny and the culmination of that destiny in the Kingdom of God upon the earth. He uses highly symbolic language throughout the book and sets up many of the themes that John the Apostle will build upon, with the work of Daniel also, for his Revelation, written, also in exile, on the Island of Patmos. 

God’s glory is revealed most powerfully in adversity, for then the seductive power of wealth and the trappings of this temporary life are stripped away, and all that is left are the spiritual realities of the plan and purpose of God. As all that Ezekiel had been born and trained for, (the work of the Levitical Priesthood), is lost to him, he must face the real call upon his life by the Lord, and he does that as he works with his hands on the canals of Babylon. He considers nothing beneath him and will do anything the Lord orders to serve his maker. He sees and accepts the judgment of the Lord upon himself and his nation. He sees the righteousness of God in this and identifies that the remnant of faith will be saved through it all.  Refer to the BTB studies below that cover the key doctrines from what is called “Theology Proper”, that will be highlighted through all the revelation of this vital prophetic book. GOD – CALLING, also CHARACTER OF GOD, and COMFORT FOR BELIEVERS, and GOD CARES FOR YOU, and finally PLAN OF GOD.

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK

The book of Ezekiel turns on the cataclysmic event of the Fall of the city of Jerusalem in 586 BC. Until that point, both Jeremiah and Ezekiel are considered false prophets by the majority for prophesying the destruction of the city and Temple of Solomon. It was this event that proved for all to see who the false prophets truly were and to certify the truth of Jeremiah and Ezekiel’s words. The outline that I have selected, following many others, is that which recognizes the change of theme of the book at the point when the city and temple are destroyed. This book is basically chronological and so that does help us as we go through it.

BASIC OUTLINE OF EZEKIEL

	SECTION
	DESCRIPTION
	CHAPTERS

	Introduction
	Introduction to the Book -The calling of the prophet in the captivity
	1:1 - 3:21

	Section 1
	Before the Fall of the City for the Last Time.  

Judgment upon the city and people because of their many sins.
	3:22 - 32

	A
	Judgment upon Judah and Jerusalem
	3:22 – 24

	B
	Judgment upon surrounding nations
	25 – 32

	Section 2
	After the City and Temple are destroyed 

Salvation for all those who embrace God’s Truth
	33 - 48

	A
	Redemption and Restoration for Israel
	33 – 39

	B
	The Kingdom Of God
	40 – 48


Ezekiel calls his people to face the truth; firstly about judgment, and then once that is done, to see their hope. Romans 15:13, Colossians 1:21-27, 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17, 1 Peter 1:3-7. There is no situation that is without hope if we are walking in Christ Jesus, for our path is then his path for us. Ezekiel would die a slave to Babylon. He would not see the freedom of the sons of his friends, nor be buried in Jerusalem himself. This was an irrelevancy to him, for he was, like Paul, Peter, Jude and James, the slave to Christ anyway and that gave him his greatest freedom. Philippians 1:1, Titus 1:1, James 1:1, 2 Peter 1:1, Jude 1. 
He transformed slavery into service, and lack of freedom into complete freedom to live as God intended him to live. He transformed his life by application of God’s Word to his daily experience. The final whereabouts of his body was also an irrelevance to him, for he had the same hope that Abraham and Paul had, and that we share; that he would be raised in resurrection body and spend eternity with the one who had given him the path to walk that he finished. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 2 Timothy 4:6-8.

All our circumstances can work together for glory if we walk in the Spirit’s power and direction. Romans 8:28-39, Philippians 4:11-13, 1 Timothy 6:6-8, Hebrews 13:5-6.  Like his New Testament brethren in the verses quoted here and above, Ezekiel learned to find contentment in the path the Lord had for him, and so he discovered glory there, as we can also. Refer to the BTB study below on HOPE. 

This is the third of the so called “Major Prophets” of the Old Testament. This is not to under-value the great prophets called “minor prophets”. They all provide the underpinning for all prophetic truth after them and lay the foundation for our understanding of the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ and the character of God generally. 

Each of them were also part of my personal call to ministry on 19th February 1976, nearly thirty years ago as I write this. The Lord moved within my heart that day and brought together four passages from these prophets in a powerful way to call me to preach and teach his words in times that were similar to the great prophets. The passages were as follows:


AMOS  7 : 12 – 16


ISAIAH  29 : 13  (Matthew 15:8-9)


JEREMIAH  1 : 18 – 19.


EZEKIEL  3 : 3 – 6.

As I have written each of these three extensive commentaries through 2005 – 2006 the Lord has ensured that I have been kept under tremendous financial and personal pressure, the like of which I have never known before. I have been kept in a situation that was and remains impossible and yet the Lord has kept me in and through it during this time. The private details are of course my own, but the general principle is for all to understand.  As I review this work in October of 2014 I am still under this overload financial and personal pressure, and I am still being kept by the Lord through them all.
When we do the work of ministry the Lord will ensure we are not hypocrites; he will ensure we experience just what the people we write and speak of experienced, for unless we can stand the pressure as they did, our understanding of them and their words will be limited and our words will lack their power. The Holy Spirit keeps us today, as he kept those in the past, and those who serve by preaching great things, must live in great power. 

If we are to serve the Lord in great things, we must be ready to suffer great things, and walk through it to great glory, through the great power of the Holy Spirit, to the great glory of the Lord Jesus Christ, from whom we receive all things. 

Praise God that he provides that great power to us through his indwelling Holy Spirit.

TOPICS

EZEKIEL – ISRAEL’S FUTURE

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  STEWARDSHIP

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUBMISSION

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING

PROPHECY

PROPHET

ANGELS – SATAN’S STRATEGY AND TACTICS

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - FREEWILL

GOD - CALLING

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

GOD:  COMFORT FOR BELIEVERS

GOD - GOD CARES FOR YOU

GOD:  PLAN OF GOD

CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION - THE CONSECRATION AND CALLING OF THE PROPHET

EZEKIEL 1:1 – 3:21 
- 
GOD SPEAKS IN BABYLON

Visions of the Glory of God, and his call upon the life of Ezekiel, by the River Chebar.


1:1-28

The Vision of the Four Living Creatures.


2:1-5

The Spirit speaks to the prophet. – who he is to speak to is told.


2:6-8

How he is to speak, and their initial reaction is told.


2:9 – 3:11
God’s Word alone is to be his message.


3:12 – 21
Ezekiel is to be the “watchman” for Israel.

EZEKIEL 1:1-14

1. Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. 2  In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin's captivity, 3  The word of the LORD came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of the LORD was there upon him. 4  And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of amber, out of the midst of the fire. 5  Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance; they had the likeness of a man. 6  And every one had four faces, and every one had four wings. 7  And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf's foot: and they sparkled like the colour of burnished brass. 8  And they had the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides; and they four had their faces and their wings. 9  Their wings were joined one to another; they turned not when they went; they went every one straight forward. 10  As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle. 11  Thus were their faces: and their wings were stretched upward; two wings of every one were joined one to another, and two covered their bodies. 12  And they went every one straight forward: whither the spirit was to go, they went; and they turned not when they went. 13  As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps: it went up and down among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth lightning. 14  And the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a flash of lightning.”

REFLECTION

1:1  Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God.

God speaks to us in our place of need, but it is in his way and in his time. Ezekiel had been a captive for five years by the time this occurs; five long years of servitude to the Babylonians. Trained as a priest in academic and spiritual matters he was working with his hands building or repairing the great waterway systems associated with the Euphrates River outside and inside the city walls of Babylon. The captives may have lived inside or outside the main city walls for it was a vast city, many miles across in any direction. 

Was God silent through those first five years? The answer is clearly a resounding “no”, for the Lord is never silent to those who read and meditate upon his holy Word and prayer their way through each day, but in the sense of the prophetic word, God was silent, or rather he had not begun to speak this particular way into Ezekiel’s life. God was speaking at this time to Daniel in Babylon, and to Jeremiah in the land of Judah, but begins to speak to Ezekiel only at this time in his life.  It is a reminder that each of us must trust the Lord to work with us in his own timetable.
He is aged thirty at this time; the time set for priests to begin their work in the Temple, but he will never serve there. Numbers 4:3. He is called instead to the prophetic ministry to the Exiles in the land of Babylon, as the support for Jeremiah in the land of Judah and later Egypt. God thereby ensures that his people are not left without witnesses, where-ever they are, for the Lord intends all things to work for their spiritual good. Jeremiah 24:5-7, Romans 8:26-28.

God’s revelation to us is in many forms, and few are called to the prophetic ministry, for few are needed to speak as the Lord’s prophetic voice into their generation or a specific situation. The study on PROPHET and PROPHECY were referred to in the introduction. If you have not yet studied these BTB studies, do so now, for it is essential you understand this gifting and the function of this spiritual gift before studying the work and life of this great prophet. Also study the BTB doctrinal study on REVELATION as this will help you understand that God speaks in many ways through history. 

Liberal commentators on the scriptures comment that this speaking in Babylonia to Ezekiel was significant in itself, but this is to ignore the fact that the Lord spoke first in this place to Abram, and that the Lord had been speaking through Daniel for nearly ten years before Ezekiel’s call. The Lord God is not some “tribal god” of the Hebrew nation, nor is he bound to Jerusalem, for he is the Creator Saviour God of the whole universe. There were many prophetic voices in Babylon amongst the Exiles, but as is the norm throughout history, nearly all of them were false prophets. As Ezekiel will be told by the Lord through these visions, he will have a hard job speaking to this people, for they have already rejected the voice of Jeremiah, and they prefer easy falsehood to hard truth. 2 Chronicles 36:11-16.

2  In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin's captivity, 3  The word of the LORD came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of the LORD was there upon him.

As with all dramatic and life changing events, Ezekiel has very good recall as to the day, month and year of this series of visions that he saw. He is also clear that what was central to them, was that he was seeing visions of the GLORY OF THE LORD. The glory of the cities, temple and nation of Judah had been sullied by sin and military defeat, but the glory of the Lord was unchanged, and that seeing the Lord again for who he truly was, would be the start of the recovery of spiritual life for Ezekiel and for Judah in captivity.  

It was not just one vision, but a number that came together to set God’s seal on the experience that broke through Ezekiel’s slave day. God met him, as he meets us, while we do our daily work, no matter how dull, boring or full of drudgery it is. God calls workers; he does not call the idle and the lazy. Amos 7:14-15, 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, 5:6-8, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12. Refer to the BTB for the doctrinal studies on WORK, and also WORK – WORK RELATIONS. Ezekiel will continue to work as a slave of Babylon, in all the work he is directed to do, for all his life. He will fit his spiritual call and it’s very demanding work in around the demands to work as a slave every day.

The day and month are significant. It is the fifth day of the fourth month, and the fifth year of the captivity of king Jehoiakim. It falls four days before the date that will be the breaking of the walls of Jerusalem and the pouring in of the Babylonian Army in 586 BC, and I suspect that it may have marked the date that Jehoiachin surrendered. It is therefore the fifth anniversary of his captivity. 2 Kings 24:10-16, 25:3-9. 

Read through again at this point 2 Kings 24-25, and Psalm 137, for this is the Psalm of the exiles as they work by the Royal Canal. They weep as they remember the lives they used to live, and their grief is normal and natural. It is revelation of God that lifts grief, by providing the eternal life perspective that lifts our eyes from our suffering to the glory of the one who still upholds us with his hand. Deuteronomy 29:24-29, 30:1-5, 33:27. 

The Jewish people will come to understand the significance of all these verses from the days of Moses, and Ezekiel will be a major influence in their spiritual growth through this process. I have taken the “thirtieth year” as referring to Ezekiel turning thirty at this time, but it may also be a reference to thirty years since the reforms of Josiah and the start of Jeremiah’s final warning ministry to Judah also, so there are a number of “thirtieth anniversaries” around this time.

Ezekiel uses his own name and father’s name to identify himself here. He refers to himself by name only twice; here and in 24:24. He speaks of himself in the third person, giving the necessary facts to identify himself as a priest by birth, give his father’s name, which would have identified his priestly course for service at the time (this in effect proves his credentials to speak and serve the Lord as a priest), but does not help us at all as we have no other biblical reference to Buzi. 

Note also that he says, the “hand of the Lord was there upon him”. It is important to note this clearly at the beginning, for by saying this he claims the specific call of the Lord upon him and is laying this before the people who will hear or read these words. It is a challenge to them all to check him out as the Lord’s servant, to see if the fruit of his life and lips match the holy calling he claims was laid upon him on this day. Refer to the BTB study, CHURCH OFFICERS – PASTORS/ELDERS and see under section 6 the qualifications for ministry which are common throughout the history of God’s dealings with man through called under shepherds.  He is called to tough service, just as Jeremiah had been thirty years before. Jeremiah 1:1-4.

4  And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of amber, out of the midst of the fire.

What Ezekiel sees is a vision that is beyond normal experience, and so his language is going to be symbolic and suggestive, for seeing the things he does you quickly run out of normal words. To see glory “from the north” was the biblical way of saying, from God’s throne. Psalms 75:5-7, Isaiah 14:13. The judgment however also comes upon Judah from the north of them, as the Babylonian Army comes down through Syria to attack them. 

The vision Ezekiel sees is the glory of the majesty of God as the judge of all. He sees a whirlwind of extreme power, a great cloud, a great brightness about the cloud, and fire from it’s centre. It is a frightening and awesome picture of majesty and power and unknowability. We confront a mysterious force in these things, and the right was to approach the details he is prayerfully and humbly for we approach the holiness and power of almighty God here.  

Each of the images here speaks of God’s power, majesty and mystery, yet also of his focused energy upon the affairs of his people and his determination to judge them for their sins. The image of the whirlwind of power coming from the north, and clouds with fire, had been used before to speak of God’s judgment. Psalms 18:7-15, 50:3, 97:1-6, 104:1-7, Isaiah 21:1ff, Jeremiah 1:13-14, 4:6, 6:1, 23:19, 25:9, 32. Habakkuk 1:8-9. The image was therefore clearly understood to mean that the Lord was pouring out his wrath upon his people. The image here is also similar to the words used by Moses to describe the mountain upon which he met with God. Exodus 19:16-19. 24:16-18. We are all, by these sights, reminded that our God is a “consuming fire”. Hebrews 12:29. Refer to the BTB study on GOD – THE CHARACTER OF GOD.

5  Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance; they had the likeness of a man. 6  And every one had four faces, and every one had four wings.

Now as you read these words, remember this is a vision, which is by definition a series of images that have symbolic significance, and does not represent necessarily a physical being.  The liberal critics have a field day here and in other places, making the God of creation sound like the Egyptian pantheon, with the gods all being weird creatures plucked from the imagination of a psychotic or heat stroke affected priest. As we go through this section carefully we will see that the vision is not unlike dreams we all may have at times, and so we can immediately drop any “psychotic” labels for Ezekiel. This is a vision, and each of the elements of it stand for an aspect of the character and purposes of God and Ezekiel will be given understanding by God as to what the various elements mean. 

The best way to understand this is to think about a weird dream you may have had at a time of great worry or stress. The dream may have been truly surreal with weird creatures or actions occurring, even mixing the living and those who have died as actors in the scenes. To understand such dreams is however relatively easy, for each of the images have significant personal meaning to you and to see what your mind is telling you about your worries or issues at the time, all you need to do is take a systematic approach to the dream. 

You write out the “scenes” in order, and the players in each scene, and then the actions and inter actions of the players in each scene of the dream. You then simply ask yourself, ‘what do these people or places mean to me?’ ‘What do each of them stand for in my experience?’ It is your dream and so your meaning for each element is the “right one”.  Then you ask yourself, “what is the feeling, fear, or question that is behind the action of each scene of the dream?” In our dreams our own mind communicates it’s deepest thoughts, questions and fears, and by systematically asking the right questions we get the meaning clearly from dreams. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study on DREAMS.

Dreams may be from the Lord, and there are many examples of that in scripture, but the vast majority are from within our own soul and are able to be simply understood. A vision, like this one Ezekiel has, is like a normal dream, with these strange qualities to it, but it comes while he is awake, and is clearly a message from the Lord. The Lord shocks the prophet by this unasked for experience, and speaks into his heart directly, so he knows it is from the Lord. The symbols of the vision however will be interpreted in the same way as the dream symbols, for the Lord communicates to him, the Lord does not try to confuse him! 

There are several key points here about prophetic gifting and about the way the Lord speaks that we need to understand. Firstly the vision comes in God’s time and directly from the Lord, unasked for. Genuine prophets do not ask for visions, they receive them! The interpretation of the symbols is clear from the cultural norms of the time, for the Lord communicates to man, he does not confuse man. The interpretation of the vision will therefore be clear to all who hear of it at the time, for the symbols will have universal significance in their day, and some will still have the same or similar meanings, even in our own, for they are primal symbols written into the hearts of all peoples. 

The false prophets can be spotted by these two facts; firstly they will be always asking for visions or dreams, and secondly their symbols will lack universal or clearly understandable explanations. When God speaks, he speaks because he needs to, not because a person who wants to be a prophet asks for a word, and when God speaks it is clearly understood. God is not the author of confusion or weirdness. So if the visions of Ezekiel appears weird to you, just look closely and see their very straight forward explanations, for the Lord is giving mankind information through revelation, not baffling the Exiles or us. Psalms 71:1, 1 Corinthians 14:33, James 3:18.

Let us look closely at the vision now and see the elements of it and the meaning for the people of Ezekiel’s day and then into our own. We have three fours here. This is a sign of the symbolic nature of this vision straight away; four creatures, all like men yet not like men, for they have four faces each, and four wings each. Each aspect of the four living creatures, as it differs from the appearance of an ordinary man, will be described as each has symbolic significance. 

Firstly they emerge from the fire, and as the fire speaks of the Holy Character of God, especially the holiness and justice of God, then we know that these creatures also communicate something of the character and actions of God in the realms of men. Ezekiel will recognize these creatures later as the “cherubim”, or guardians of the holiness of God. Ezekiel 10:1-22. They are the angelic creatures, guardians of the Tree of Life, and set to keep fallen man out of the Garden of Eden, Genesis 3:14, and also the guardians of the mercy seat over the Ark in the Temple. The mercy seat spoke of God’s righteousness and justice. Ezekiel 41:18-20. 

The symbols used in this vision are almost universal throughout the Middle East at this time. Similar creatures appear in many culture’s art and religious expression. Firstly the number four has significance at this time in most cultures of the Middle East. Four was a number of balance and harmony and the vision is of creatures that speak of the perfect balance and harmony of the creator and all he is and does. Four speaks of the creative work of God in making all things well. Genesis 1:31. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study on NUMEROLOGY. 

The four faces of the creatures speak of the rulership over each of the realms of the created world. Verse 10 below. Man rules the earth, the lion is king of wild beats, the ox the king of the domestic beast, and the eagle the king of the birds. Each face speaks of rulership in each sphere of life, and they face in all directions telling us that every area of the creation is covered by these creatures.  God sees all things through his righteousness and his justice, and there are no accidents in any realm of the creation with him. 

Note in John’s vision the four living creatures are four separate entities, Revelation 4:7, which reminds us that these visions of Ezekiel are symbolic and meant to teach the prophet things, not necessarily to represent the actual shape and appearance of the cherubim. Ezekiel is in Babylon and the people around him feel abandoned by God, and that God does not see or hear them, and they believe that he has lost his grip on his creation. The vision of the four creatures reminds Ezekiel that God is the same as he ever was, the perfect creator of all things and the king of all kings and lord of all lords. God has not lost his position, nor are any of his attributes missing or dimmed. The Jewish people are in captivity because they walked away from his perfection, and they will be restored to blessing by getting a fresh and correct view of the character of God again.

They also have four wings. Once again John’s vision differs, with the cherubim having six wings in his vision, speaking of slightly different things. This is a reminder that in a vision the details are important for their symbolic meaning, not their ability to enable us to draw an accurate and realistic picture. Refer to the EBCWA Commentary on Revelation 4:8 to examine this further. 

In the tabernacle and in Solomon’s Temple they had two wings, Exodus 25:18-24, 37:6-9, 1 Kings 6:24-27. We will see below that their wings in Ezekiel’s vision are used for different purposes, each purpose speaking of an important doctrinal truth that the Jewish people in exile needed to grasp. We are reminded again that the visions of true prophets, even of the same things, may vary, for they are each specifically purposive; God’s revelatory purpose to reveal aspects of his character and plan drives the changes to the visions and so communicates a different truth to each person for their time. 

All the truths revealed are important for us now to put together for our own full understanding of the total character and the plan of God, for that is the purpose of them all together. From the end of this Age in history we have the opportunity to put all these things together, an ability our spiritual ancestors, to whom the revelations were first revealed, and the angels who only heard them then, longed to be able to do. 2 Timothy 3:16-17, 1 Peter 1:12, 2 Peter 1:16-21.  

7  And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf's foot: and they sparkled like the colour of burnished brass. 8  And they had the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides; and they four had their faces and their wings.

Next he sees their legs and feet and notices that they stand, with “straight feet”, literally unbent legs. This is to indicate that they stand like men on two legs, but unlike satyrs or other mythological beasts of Egypt and Babylon, who stood with legs like the back legs of a goat, with a pronounced bend in their leg as this animal has. Having distinguished the shape and form of the leg he notes they have a foot like the foot of a calf, firmly grounded on the earth, and of a bright shining metallic (burnished brass) appearance. 

Under their wings they had arms like men, but apparently either four arms, or four pairs of arms; one pair for each side of the creature. Each creature was the same, with distinctive “four sides” (they looked four ways simultaneously, and each had the same number of faces, arms and wings. Ezekiel repeats this information, as it distinguishes these creatures from anything that existed in the ancient religions of other nations. 

All the symbolic elements are common to all the ancient peoples, but this vision of these four sided, four winged creatures is unique. Remember the number four speaks of the creative perfection of God, and the four directions looked in by each creature remind us that God, and his servants the angels, do not miss any detail within the creation, and are always “looking all ways”, and with their arms and wings, ready to move and act with power (arm = strength) immediately in any direction. Psalms 104:4, Isaiah 6:1-6, Ezekiel 8:1-4, 10:1-22, Daniel 10:5ff, Revelation 1:13-18. Refer to the BTB study on the subject of ANGELS.

9  Their wings were joined one to another; they turned not when they went; they went every one straight forward. 10  As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle. 11  Thus were their faces: and their wings were stretched upward; two wings of every one were joined one to another, and two covered their bodies.

The movement of these creatures is clearly unlike that of a normal bird, with the ability to move instantly straight forward in any direction to serve the will of God. In Solomon’s Temple there was an amazing pair of statues of cherubim that is described in 2 Chronicles 3:10-13, where the two cherubs’ wings touch forming an arch, but that is not necessarily the total concept of “joined” here. It appears that the wings are joined together at their bases and that Ezekiel notices that this affects, or rather enhances their ability to fly very fast and straight in any direction instantly. It may also be that the wings of each cherub did touch the one next to it, and so were “joined” in that sense to one another also. Notice how intrigued Ezekiel is by the detail of this vision; he is fascinated by the flight of these creatures. Even though he gives many details, the baffling sight perplexed Ezekiel and any attempted drawing of these creatures is simply that, “an attempt” at drawing them!

The four faces are now detailed. As Ezekiel sees them, facing him there is the face of a man, on the right hand side a lion, on the left, the face of an ox, and an eagle behind. Two wings of the creatures are then referred to again, as stretched upwards (not outwards as a bird), ready to fly, and touching the one next to it, and with two wings each cherub covered their own torso, hence Ezekiel does not describe their body shape, clothing, or armour, for he does not clearly see it. This is another little detail that reinforces that we have here the description of a man who actually “sees” this vision and is describing exactly what he observed and nothing else; he does not add, amplify or embellish the picture. He is over-whelmed by this vision but thoroughly observant.   

12  And they went every one straight forward: whither the spirit was to go, they went; and they turned not when they went. 13  As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps: it went up and down among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth lightning. 14  And the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a flash of lightning.

They are “ministering spiritual powers” ready to instantly serve the Creator God who made them, in any task, anywhere, at any time. Hebrews 1:13-14. Their use of their wings is completely different to any bird, other possibly than a humming bird, which Ezekiel would never have seen, so he describes their movement with amazement. They didn’t soar like a bird, use winds and thermals to give lift to their wings outstretched, for their wings were lifted high above them and their movement was in straight lines, any direction, instantly and very, very fast. 

The movement described here is unknown in the ancient world and even in the modern world until the days of Star Wars! No-one ever thought of such a form of instant movement before the 1970s! Once again we confront the fact that Ezekiel “sees” something that he could not have had any previous experience to prepare himself for. This is not a composite fake “vision” drawn from other nations, or his own mythic history, for no such thing had been seen, or would be seen of even conceived of for hundreds, even thousands of years.   Don't go to space creatures to explain this; God gives it to him.
Their appearance was as “bright shining ones”, as burning coals of fire, like the burning bright flame of a lamp, or lightning. There was not just the brightness of their appearance, but lightning came from their centre and flashed around about them. The bright light is described as “going up and down” over the creatures, a thing that today’s science fiction movies have done with special effects, with lightning like light flashing in waves up and then down over a creature. 

Once again this is an image that none have ever seen before nor recorded until the most recent times when fiction writers take Ezekiel’s vision and make their creatures for movies from the basis of his description. Not only was there the appearance of lightning coming from them, but they moved with the speed of lightning; they were gone and returned so quickly it was a blur. Once again we find Ezekiel describing a living creature moving at the speed of light; a thing inconceivable to science for another two thousand plus years! Angels had been described as ministering spirits, and as having the appearance of “flaming fire” by the Psalmist. Psalms 104:4. Speed with the angels was also described, but not compared to lightning before. Psalms 147:15, Daniel 9:21, Zechariah 2:3-4, 4:10. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. GOD GIVES REVELATION IN HIS WAY, WITH HIS SEAL UPON IT. In days when every second wide eyed enthusiast wants to experience visions, prophetic words and dreams we are confronted here with testing truth. The fake has always been more numerically common than the true in the miraculous and amazing spiritual experiences that men speak of. There are more false prophets at any time than true. When God gives a vision, dream or prophetic word it has a seal upon it of God’s presence and his revelation. It is always to the glory of God and the confounding and education of man; never to the glory of man and the confusion of information about God! 

God communicates through these things, but only for very specific purposes, and at specific times that he determines, not man. Ezekiel didn’t ask for this, and nor does any true prophet; for they recognize the sovereignty of God in these matters. Even with the true prophets their visions were few and specific information was passed in each, whereas the fake prophets speak often and long and little new information is ever received from their words and visions. The fake prophet feels important and wants recognition, the true prophet feels overwhelmed and seeks man’s response to the Lord. As pastors of the Lord’s flock we are to be teach discernment in these things and help ignorant believers to move away from the fake to the truth.

2. WE ARE IN THE ANGELIC CONFLICT. Angels are real and active in this phase, as at every phase of history, and we need to know about their nature and work and adopt biblical strategies towards them. The elect angels are ministering spirits for the Lord, and serve us as believers in the Lord. We appear to have a guardian angel assigned to each of us for protection in the Angelic Conflict. The fallen (demonic) angels are our adversaries, but greater is the Holy Spirit within us than they ever will be, and so with the Spirit within and the guardian angel with us, we are totally protected as we walk in the Spirit. Believers need to be knowledgeable about the angels and walk with God in confidence; fear towards the demonic forces is inappropriate and unnecessary for those in Christ Jesus. Refer to doctrinal studies on ANGELS:  ANGELIC CONFLICT, ANGELS: DEMONS

3. GOD MEETS US IN THE RIGHT TIME AND PLACE. Ezekiel did not expect to be spoken to in Babylon, but the Lord met him by the Canal and spoke to his and his people’s needs. The Lord is God of the whole creation, and so meets man wherever there is need for revelation or reminder of previous revelation. The Lord has revealed all man needs to know, and our task is to preach and teach all that the Lord has revealed for man and so strengthen all those over whom the Lord has given us responsibility for spiritual care. 

4. INSIGNIFICANT BIRTH IS NEGATED BY OUR SECOND BIRTH. Ezekiel is from an insignificant priestly family while Jeremiah and Baruch are from the high priestly families. When we become the children of God through salvation we enter his royal family and so our insignificant birth and ordinary family are irrelevant, and we all become members of the royal family of God through Christ Jesus. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study on ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD.

5. MYSTERY AND BAFFLEMENT ARE COMMON THE CLOSER WE DRAW TO REVELATION OF GOD. God reveals himself to us in Christ Jesus, but with revelation and knowledge there is also humility and the experience of being overwhelmed. We confront the mystery of the creator here and we discuss the character of the one who made space and time, and so we are speechless at times, and that is quite normal, given our subject matter is our creator! We have certain things revealed and we have certain things hidden, not because God is trying to fool or deceive us, but because we could not even conceive of all the truth at this time on this side of eternity. Let us remember who we are and praise our Creator God who is our Saviour, Lord and upholder, and let us teach others to worship him in humility and truth.

6. GOD HAS SPOKEN TO MANKIND. We live on the visited planet and have all the knowledge we need to establish a relationship with our maker. Let us encourage the Lord’s flock under our care to draw closer and closer to the one who made them, has saved them, upholds them, and will bring them into glory. 

7. IMAGINATION IS ALWAYS EXCEEDED BY REVELATION. God’s truth is far more amazing than man’s imagination. We serve a wonderful God and need to lift our voices more often in praise for his power, majesty and amazing provisions for us in this universe.

EZEKIEL 1:15-28
“Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold one wheel upon the earth by the living creatures, with his four faces. 16  The appearance of the wheels and their work was like unto the colour of a beryl: and they four had one likeness: and their appearance and their work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel. 17  When they went, they went upon their four sides: and they turned not when they went. 18  As for their rings, they were so high that they were dreadful; and their rings were full of eyes round about them four. 19  And when the living creatures went, the wheels went by them: and when the living creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up. 20  Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went, thither was their spirit to go; and the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels. 21  When those went, these went; and when those stood, these stood; and when those were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels. 22  And the likeness of the firmament upon the heads of the living creature was as the colour of the terrible crystal, stretched forth over their heads above. 23  And under the firmament were their wings straight, the one toward the other: every one had two, which covered on this side, and every one had two, which covered on that side, their bodies. 24  And when they went, I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, the voice of speech, as the noise of an host: when they stood, they let down their wings. 25  And there was a voice from the firmament that was over their heads, when they stood, and had let down their wings. 26  And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it. 27  And I saw as the colour of amber, as the appearance of fire round about within it, from the appearance of his loins even upward, and from the appearance of his loins even downward, I saw as it were the appearance of fire, and it had brightness round about. 28  As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake.”

REFLECTION

15  Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold one wheel upon the earth by the living creatures, with his four faces. 16  The appearance of the wheels and their work was like unto the colour of a beryl: and they four had one likeness: and their appearance and their work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel.

The prophet Ezekiel now sees that alongside the four living creatures is a wheel on it’s side on the ground and another on top of it at right angles to it; like an equator and a meridian circle forming an open sphere. The wheels were of luminescent colour as of a “beryl” stone; that is today known as the Crystallite or Topaz, which has the lustre of light gold. Exodus 39:13, Daniel 10:6. 

Having seen one wheel to the side of the living creatures, then suddenly the prophet sees a wheel in front of each living creature.  Each of the four wheels has another wheel inside it, at right angles to it, so that the construction of the pairs of wheels can, like the four creatures, go in any of the four directions also. The wheels however do not turn around like a normal wheel known to Ezekiel. They shine like translucent Topaz, but they do not turn like a wheel. 

He is to go on and describe their movement and it is unlike anything known in the ancient world, and not visualized by man until people invented the concept of a flying saucer, or rotating spacecraft, where the engines are on the outside, while the body of the craft remained stable and still within the circle of their rotating engines. Ezekiel just tries his best to describe what he sees, but he has no frame of reference to really call upon to help him with this.  

17  When they went, they went upon their four sides: and they turned not when they went. 18  As for their rings, they were so high that they were dreadful; and their rings were full of eyes round about them four.

At this point those interested in “extra-terrestrials” and alien space craft go wild with excitement, for he appears to be describing a flying saucer, or sphere like space craft with multiple engines on, or outside of the rims that look to him like many eyes. Multiple nuclear motors would glow with an eerie glow and be “terrible” to behold, even to a modern person, let alone a man who had never even thought of space travel and is now seeing it! While all this is true it is not necessarily what is being seen here.  Don’t jump to conclusions as you read this as the modern sensationalists do!
What Ezekiel is seeing is so mysterious and strange that his limited words fail him, so the basic details alone are the one we need to stick to here, rather than try to make him say a thing he isn’t. Ask yourself, what is the overall feeling here behind his words? Firstly notice that the rings are described as “dreadful” and “full of eyes” on them; all four pairs of them. The creatures and the wheels/rings are going to move in unison (verse 19-21) and they are not going to deviate to the left or right, but move in straight lines directly for the target destination and task that the Lord God has set them. Isaiah 55:8-12, Revelation 4:5-11. 

 Once we see this, the two points Ezekiel is making now are clear. The vision is visually overwhelming, but the sense of dread/terror/awe/amazement stand out as the reminder to Ezekiel and ourselves that when we get a glimpse of God’s character and plan it will blow our limited minds. We face the awesome power and ability of the one who made the entire universe and overwhelming awe is a normal response to such a revelation. 

Secondly the many eyes speak of the Lord God’s ability to see all things in his created world and miss no detail. As we face our problems these are the two facts we need to grasp secure hold of; prayer puts us in touch with the awesome God who sees all and has all power to resolve all our small problems (which may still look pretty big to us). These verses speak of the “three “Os” of the character of God; Omniscience, Omnipotence, Omnipresence. We have an awesome God and when we pray we connect to the power, the knowledge, and the presence of the one who made all things and has all things in his hand. Job 37:14-24, Psalms 77:13-20, 97:1-7, Proverbs 15:3, Zechariah 4:10.

19  And when the living creatures went, the wheels went by them: and when the living creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up. 20  Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went, thither was their spirit to go; and the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels.

The creatures and the pairs of wheels move in unison where ever the spirit moves them to go in the service of the Lord God. The wheels speak of the energy and ceaseless activity of the creator and sustainer of the universe. The Lord does not sleep, nor is his majesty diminished, nor his firm grip on all details loosened at any time. He has all power, and through our position in Christ we are in touch with that power. Matthew 28:18. The maker, sustainer, and Saviour of the world, does not sleep. 1 Kings 18:27, 36-39, Psalms 121:4. The Spiritual identity of the four creatures and the wheels in their power, motivation and movement is to be our own identity with the one who gave him self for us.

21  When those went, these went; and when those stood, these stood; and when those were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels. 22  And the likeness of the firmament upon the heads of the living creature was as the colour of the terrible crystal, stretched forth over their heads above. 23  And under the firmament were their wings straight, the one toward the other: every one had two, which covered on this side, and every one had two, which covered on that side, their bodies.

It was like a halo of bright shining heavenly light around the four creatures. Where ever they went they shone with this light. They were clothed with the glory of God and they shone as revelation shows us man does when in the presence of God. Exodus 34:30-35, Matthew 17:1-3, Luke 2:9, 1 Corinthians 15:42ff. Our resurrection body would appear to have this luminescence and surpass even these angels in glory, for we have a body then that is like our Lord’s. As they flew through the air their wings changed shape and alignment to their body’s and to each other. 

Once again we see that the wings do not operate as do the wings of birds, for there is no slow flapping here, but singular movements of the wings to upright, or down beside the body. The wings do move to cause the motion of the creatures, but not so as the prophet sees them; the creatures simply move incredibly fast with their wings held upwards, although there is a sound like that of wings (verse 24 below). 

It is a mysterious form of motion and Ezekiel is baffled, so we need to relax as we confront our own bafflement here. We don't need to go to flying saucers! They had unified purpose and mirrored the actions of each other. This unity of purpose and action again is the key element that Ezekiel sees; they are absolutely of one mind and one action, which is to serve the Lord their God in perfection. It is the absolute perfection and beauty of their actions that strikes Ezekiel. Ezekiel is dazzled by what he sees with it’s awesome beauty and coordinated power. Job 5:8-14, Psalms 89:5-14.

24  And when they went, I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, the voice of speech, as the noise of an host: when they stood, they let down their wings. 25  And there was a voice from the firmament that was over their heads, when they stood, and had let down their wings. 26  And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it.

Ezekiel now tells us the sort of sounds the creatures made as they moved, and it was the sound of rushing waters of a mighty stream or river. He also noticed that they came to a stand still and lowered their upper wings at the sound of the voice of God, which sounded like speech to the prophet. Once again we have symbols that have meaning describing something that none had seen before. 

The creatures respond completely, instantly, and totally to the word of God; they hear his voice and come to rest and wait his command. He then sees that there is a presence above the bright shining light above them, and he sees that it is a throne of God, and upon the throne was one like a man. This is what is called a Theophony, or Christophony. These are appearances of the Lord Jesus Christ as God before his incarnation. Refer to the BTB study on CHRIST – ANGEL OF JEHOVAH. Daniel 10:15-21.  

27  And I saw as the colour of amber, as the appearance of fire round about within it, from the appearance of his loins even upward, and from the appearance of his loins even downward, I saw as it were the appearance of fire, and it had brightness round about. 28  As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake

The throne and the lights that flashed around it have given some the label for it as “The Rainbow Throne”.  The dominant colour again is that of shining bright metal; the sort that made mirrors in the ancient world. Fire has, as always, the significance of holiness, purity, power, and activity. The throne and the one upon it is thereby tied to the angelic beings and the wheels as standing for the holy, pure, just and mighty power of the ruling God. Exodus 24:17, Daniel 7:9-14, Revelation 1:10-18. Notice how John in Revelation has the various elements of Daniel and Ezekiel’s visions drawn together on the Island of Patmos, so he sees that the one seen by al was the Lord Jesus Christ and he will rule over all the earth one day; he is the judge. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study, CHRIST – DEITY, IMMORTALITY, PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING, RETURN OF OUR LORD.

The rainbow is then seen in the space above the throne, and as with the throne generally, there is a bright light all around and behind it, giving it more depth of colour and brightness itself. This is a rainbow, yet it is far more glorious and awesome than any rainbow he has ever seen before. John also sees this throne and the angels representing the one who sat upon it, as they do here with Ezekiel. Revelation 4:1-3, 10:1-4. It is not necessary, as some commentators do, to speak of the wheels moving the throne around as the wings move the angelic beings. The three elements here (angelic creatures, wheels and the one upon the throne) are kept separate, yet in the same frame for Ezekiel who sees them sequentially, then all together in the one composite scene. 

Refer to the BTB doctrinal study on RAINBOWS, for they are the promise of God that the world will not be destroyed by water again, but will be the visited planet, upon which Messiah will rule. This was an important hope, for the Babylonian invasion looked apocalyptic and final, with few of the nation surviving. Was the nation to be wiped off the earth, as Noah’s disobedient neighbours were? 

The answer is given in the symbol of the rainbow; most will perish, due to their rejection of their Creator Saviour God, but the remnant according to grace, will be delivered, though by the “ark of exile”. Babylonian Captivity has become the means of deliverance for all who go there. The “days of Noah”, like the rainbow itself, becomes an important symbol for the post-flood world of the importance of obedience to the Lord, as well as the principle of salvation of all who turn to him in repentance, the grace of God towards the remnant. Refer to the BTB studies on NOAH – OBEDIENCE, and also REMNANT.

The importance of the last part of the vision is key to our understanding of the whole. The King of kings and Lord of lords, who Ezekiel sees on the throne of the heavens is reminding him, and the exiles, that although the throne of David will soon be empty upon the earth, it’s destiny is to have the true “Son of David” upon it one day, and for that ruler, who is God, to rule all the earth from Jerusalem. Psalms 78:70, 89:1-4, 132:11-18, Zechariah 12:7ff, Matthew 9:27, 21:9, 15, 22:41-46, Revelation 22:16. 

With Babylonian power paramount it is important for the Jewish people to see that God is still on the throne and all men who sit upon thrones do so only at his pleasure and are removed for disobedience. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study, CHRIST – NAMES OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. Israel will soon be without an earthly king, but they had spent more time without one that with one, and the loss of the last corrupt members of a godly line should cause no excessive distress, for their King still sits on a throne and the king of Babylon bows to him. Daniel 2:46-49, 3:28-29, 4:34-37.

The response of all who get a glimpse of the glory of the Creator Saviour God is as Ezekiel’s was here; they fall upon their face on the earth. Worship to the Lord God is the correct response and demonstrates the reality of the vision and the relationship of the prophet to the Lord. Those who do not bow in absolute humility have not seen the Lord in truth. 

When you hear a so called “prophet” speak of the things of God and he does so with great swelling words and clearly is impressed by himself and his visions, then you know for sure you have a fake before you; do not listen to such a person. Those who have received a glimpse of the almighty fall on their faces as dead men; they are overwhelmed and quiet before the majesty of the one who rules heaven and earth! Genesis 17:3, Leviticus 9:22-24, Daniel 8:17-18, 10:7-11, 16-17, Matthew 17:5-8, Acts 9:3-7, Revelation 1:17-18. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study on CHURCH:  WORSHIP AND PRAISE. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. WORSHIP IS HONOURING THE LORD AS GOD. Worship involves all aspects of our service to the Lord, but at it’s centre is the humility of one who knows they owe all to the one who made them, gave himself for them, and has saved them from sin. 

2. VISIONS FROM THE LORD ARE AWE INSPIRING THINGS. The fake prophets of Ezekiel’s days as well as our one are besotted with themselves and they rejoice in their visions whereas the true prophets were humble and quiet before the Lord. They neither sought nor rejoiced in visions, they prayed and served quietly the Lord their God, and they were men and women who showed by their quiet humble lives that they had experienced an encounter with God. A glimpse of glory eliminates self centeredness from a person, so if a person is self centred then you can be sure they have not seen God in any form at all!

3. WE WORSHIP THE CREATOR, SAVIOUR GOD. The Lord we serve is king of all kings and Lord of all lords. He sits upon the throne of heaven and ministers to all the earth. He has the whole world in his hand and we are secure in his everlasting arms. All problems we have are to be taken in prayer to the one who loves us and gave him self for us.

4. THE WORLD WILL NOT BE DESTROYED BEFORE THE LORD COMES TO RULE UPON THE THRONE OF DAVID.  We serve the one who will certainly sit upon the throne of David and so we can relax about the prospect of nuclear warfare, for the Lord will return to the earth. The last battles of the Great Tribulation have nuclear exchanges described concerning them but the world will be here and the remnant according to grace will also be here. Our sole task is to ensure we stand as the Lord’s remnant saved and kept by his grace. Let us preach the certainties of scripture and so protect the Lord’s people from fake prophets and false fears. Our Saviour rules from heaven, and will rule one day upon the earth – Hallelujah! 
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CHAPTER 2

EZEKIEL 2:1-5
“And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will speak unto thee. 2  And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me upon my feet, that I heard him that spake unto me. 3  And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they and their fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this very day. 4  For they are impudent children and stiff hearted. I do send thee unto them; and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD. 5  And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet shall know that there hath been a prophet among them.”

REFLECTION

1  And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will speak unto thee. 2  And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me upon my feet, that I heard him that spake unto me.

The vision of Chapter One continues here and the one on the throne speaks directly to the prophet. Ezekiel is bowed head to the ground, exactly as we see Moslem worshippers bow in their mosques and at all the five prayer times today. This was the traditional posture for worship and is not to be despised by any believer in the Lord today, for he accepts this worship from all the Jewish people throughout the Old Testament period. He invites the prophet to stand in his presence. This is the sign of acceptance, relationship, and that tasking is about to be given. The enemy, slave or stranger stays bowed, but the child of God is invited to stand. Obedience opens the door to acceptance and service. John 15:7-14, 16-17. 

We are told, after worship, to stand straight, strong and secure in the presence of our Lord. We can with boldness approach the throne of grace because he loved and loves us and wishes our blessing. Daniel 10:9-11, Matthew 17:7, Acts 9:6, 26:16, Hebrews 4:16, 8:1, 12:2. We have a position with the One who saves and delivers, and that position was bought by himself, and we are the recipients of grace. Refer to the BTB doctrinal studies, CHRISTIAN LIFE – POSITION IN CHRIST, and in the same section STABILITY. Do a word study in a concordance and look up all the locations of the word “stand”, and see just how strongly the Lord calls us all to be confident in his place for us in this world. We are called and we are kept by him.

The next thing mentioned by the prophet is the indwelling and empowerment he receives of the Holy Spirit. While the ministries of the Holy Spirit change through time, there has always been an empowering of the believer through the Holy Spirit, and it will continue right until the end. The Holy Spirit is active as the empowering agent of believers until the Lord’s return. Numbers 11:23-26, Judges 13:25, 1 Samuel 16:13, Nehemiah 9:30-31, Joel 2:28-32, Revelation 11:3-12. Ezekiel is told to stand, but he is moved to his feet by the power of the Holy Spirit, who enables him to stand before the Lord of lords. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study below, HOLY SPIRIT – MINISTRY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

3  And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they and their fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this very day.

Ezekiel is called “son of man” here. This is the first time this title is used of a specific man rather than for the human condition. David and the other psalmists use the phrase to reflect the human condition of frailty, proneness to suffering, and mortality. Job 5:7, Psalms 8:3-5, 80:14, 144:3-8, 146:3-5. Ezekiel is called the “Son of Man”, as the representative man for his generation, but the man who lives and believes the truth about God and man, just as David and Asaph did. He is called by this title 100 times in this book. 

Daniel is also called by this title himself, and this is after he has seen the true and final “Son of Man” in a vision. Daniel 7:13, 8:17. It is of course one of the main titles of the Lord Jesus Christ and represents him as the suffering servant, the last Adam, come to pay the penalty for the sins of all his fellow man, and the one who is despised and rejected of his fellow man. Isaiah 53:3-11. Eighty six times this title is used of the Lord in the New Testament.

Ezekiel is now told the nature of his tasking for the Lord. He is to be sent to the Exiles and the Lord does not mince his words regarding their attitudes to himself and therefore what Ezekiel can expect as his servant. He stands with Moses, receiving more abuse that obedience. Numbers 20:10, 32:13-15, Deuteronomy 9:18-24, Ezra 9:7, Nehemiah 9:16-31. 

The Lord made a similar thing clear to the disciples and ourselves regarding what should be our realistic expectations for ministry acceptance. Matthew 24:9, Mark 13:13, Luke 21:17, John 15:18-27. In the Gospel of John passage you can see how dealing with hatred depends on the filling of the Holy Spirit and is so linked by the Lord. To handle the hatred of all our friends is only possible with spiritual power. The Jewish people through this period will be reduced in numbers from hundred of thousands to a few thousand because of their rejection of the Lord their God. Rebellion against the Lord brings disaster with it. 

Ezekiel stands in good company in speaking to those who refuse to hear. This is the lot of most prophets and preachers down the centuries. As pastors we must remember the Lord’s Word on this matter and rejoice in revival, but not be discouraged by the rejection of the truth as we faithfully preach it. Isaiah 6:8-10, Jeremiah 1:7-10, 7:1-5, 25:3-7, 26:2-9, 36:18-24, Mark 12:1-11. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study, CHRISTIAN LIFE - BACKSLIDING AND RECOVERY also CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS. 

4  For they are impudent children and stiff hearted. I do send thee unto them; and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD. 5  And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet shall know that there hath been a prophet among them.

The Lord tells it like it is! These people have disobeyed the Lord, and that means they have not taken him seriously, and despised his words and his servants. They are “impudent”. This word translates to be, “stiff of forehead”, and means people who have set their faces against the one speaking. We speak today about seeing people for whom “the shutters have come down”; they reject the words being told them. Their faces and their hearts are hardened against the truth, for they prefer to live the lies that bring immediate pleasure. 

I regularly deal with believers who have entered into sexually immoral behaviours and they keep doing them because they feel so good at the time! They set their faces and their hearts against correction, because they are enjoying their sin and do not see the consequences yet and prefer to not hear anything that might stop their sin! Proverbs 21:29.

It is clear to Ezekiel what the task is, and it is made clear that the majority will initially at least, not hear him at all, and they will actively harden themselves against him and his words. He is to ignore their response to him, and he is not to beat himself up about their negativity, nor is he to blame himself, his methods, nor change anything about what he says. 

He has a task to say everything the Lord tells him and he is to ignore the faces of the audience. This is not standard communications theory advice, but perhaps it is the advice that we all as pastors of the Lord’s flock need to hear! We are today encouraged to change the message if it is not getting through, or at least change our methods. 

Ezekiel will use a variety of methods to get things across to these people, (he will preach, proclaim, act, use drama and stories) but the message will not be changed. This man is an example to us today and we are to learn from all that the Lord tells him. At times we may get no positivity at all from the Lord’s people, but we are tasked to preach anyway, for they must know that a servant of the Lord has been with them. They must know the Word of God and so receive the conviction of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 10:12-15, John16:8-11, Acts 13:46, 2 Corinthians 2:14-17. 

When the men and women of God cease to hear and apply the Word they come under discipline, and when the pastors stop teaching them the truth they come under double discipline! Luke 12:47-48, James 3:1-2. We are the light bearers of the Lord and are to let the light shine before all through the truth we proclaim and live. Matthew 5:14, John 8:12, Philippians 2:14-16, 1 John 1:5-10. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study below on LIGHT.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. WE ARE CALLED TO DELIVER THE TRUTH OF GOD WITHOUT ANY COMPROMISE. The truth of the Lord does not change through the generations and the changes in morality through generations are cyclical, but the truth remains. Our task is to keep the truth being heard consistently, so that in dark times the light still shines.

2. WE BOW BEFORE THE LORD, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT LIFT US UP. Humility begins service, and opens the door to power and direction. The Lord always lifts us up to stand upon our feet to receive instruction and move out in Holy Spirit power to serve. We are lifted up by the Lord; forgiven, entered into fellowship and tasked for service. We are beloved; that doesn’t mean we are arrogant or casual with the Lord our God, we humbly bow before him, but we do so in respect for the one in whose love we are secure.

3. WE MAY BE CALLED TO A “SON OF MAN” MINISTRY. Ezekiel was called to a place of great suffering, and so might we be. Let us not be surprised by times of adversity, and by times when ministry is rejected by the people we care for. All these great prophets suffered as they ministered and we are no better than they, indeed we can count it an honour to suffer as they did and as the Lord did, for that means we are counted worthy of their company! 

Our Lord warned us of this and encourages us to “count it all gain”, for if we share his suffering we will share his glory, for it means that men treat us like they treated him and so we have demonstrated who our family is! We are partakers of the Lord’s suffering at times, and in our own bodies may pay the price for our obedience to him. 2 Corinthians 1:5-11, 2 Timothy 1:8-12, James 1:2, 5:11, 1 Peter 4:12-13. Read each of these verses carefully and then reflect again on the life and witness of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel and see this truth in light of the fellowship we have with these mighty servants of the Lord, as spoken of in Hebrews 11:32-40.

4. THERE WILL BE TIMES OF ALMOST TOTAL REJECTION OF TRUTH. We are to take courage and comfort from the work of the prophets, for we see in their battles the reality of the choices made by mankind, and the reality of their consequences. We cannot change people, but we can give them no excuse for their sin and evil, and that in dark times is our tasking, and our reward does not depend on the number who respond, but on our faithfulness to the truth and our fearlessness in preaching it. 

EZEKIEL 2:6-8

“ And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost dwell among scorpions: be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at their looks, though they be a rebellious house. 7  And thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious. 8  But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto thee; Be not thou rebellious like that rebellious house: open thy mouth, and eat that I give thee.”

REFLECTION

6  And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost dwell among scorpions: be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at their looks, though they be a rebellious house.

The message from the Lord is to have our eyes upon him, not upon the people or problems around us. Hebrews 12:1-3. When we are ordered by the Lord to do an action we can do it without fear, because his orders have provision and protection within them. There is no need to fear doing the Lord’s clearly revealed will, for that is our place to be at that time; the only place for fear is where we are not where the master wants us. While this is easy to say and simple to understand, it may be difficult at times to apply, and this is understandable when we see total rejection or hatred from our audience. It is easy to doubt the Lord’s direction at such a time. 

It may also be that the normal human fear of losing everything impinges on the pathway before us. Fear of loss is a normal thing and pastors are not to despise themselves when they feel fear at times, for such things underlie our humanity and remind us that we are “sons of men”, we are still afflicted by Adam’s weaknesses at times and do not walk in spiritual power every moment. 1 John 4:15-19 is an encouraging passage, but it may convict and depress at times as we face the fact that we are in fear at this moment. The remedy is within the passage; draw closer to the love of the Lord for us and rest in his love, and therefore his perfect provision and protection within the plan for our life, at this time and forever.    

Many great saints of the Lord have needed this encouragement to resist and reject fear as they resist sin itself. It is important to remember that when an order is given to a person, it is because they have fallen into the very thing being spoken of.  Ezekiel is frightened, and so will we be at times! It is what we do with our fear that makes it sin, not the fear itself! There are times when fear is normal and natural.  I personally love the work of the great Jewish psychiatrist Dr Viktor Frankl, a man who went through Auschwitz Concentration Camp. He says, “There are some things, that if that happen to you and you don’t lose your mind, it is only because you didn’t have one to lose!” 

Many great men faced fear and received the same encouragement from the Lord that Ezekiel does here, and we also can receive this same comfort. Remember, it is what we do with fear that matters, not feeling it when it is normal to do so. Gideon faced fear in Judges 6, Elijah faced fear in 2 Kings 1:15, David many times through the Psalms faces and resolves fears, Isaiah in Isaiah 51:12, and Jeremiah receives a similar encouragement to Ezekiel in Jeremiah 1:8, 17-19.

The briars and thorns are a reminder of the Fall and the curse of sin. When such things pop up in our gardens and troubles in life we do not need to weep and wail and ask the Lord why, we simply turn to Genesis 3:17-19 and remember that we live in a fallen world and such things are normal here until the Lord’s rule over the entire planet after his Second Advent. Ezekiel will have to face the “thorns” of life, facing hard slave based work, although being our equivalent of a university educated man as a priest. 
Ezekiel would have to face the death of his wife and being childless and at times friendless. He would feel the sorrow of the Lord over sin and death and so share his sufferings. He would, through his sufferings enter into the closest fellowship possible with the Lord, that is the lot of those who share the pain of sin and death, and so minister to fallen mankind with the compassion of their Saviour. 

Many walk through life in rejoicing all the time, and be happy for them, but none of the choicest servants of the Lord in the scriptures were such people. Most of God’s greatest servants did suffer, but found joy in the midst.  Even though we have seen the following verses before, read them all again now. Isaiah 53:3-8, 2 Corinthians 1:5-7, Ephesians 6:14-20, Philippians 1:20, 28, 3:10, 2 Timothy 1:7, James 5:10, 1 Peter 2:19, 4:13. 

Some people are indeed like scorpions, with vicious bites in their tails, causing great discomfort, emotional distress and pain. We are not to be dismayed at such people, nor put off by their evil words, deeds and looks. The worst attacks on pastors will tend to come from amongst the flock itself. These people may be genuine believers but carnal and disobedient, or they may be Satan’s people insinuated within the church, but it is to be expected that great hurt will be caused by the very people you are called to serve and to whom you express the Lord’s great loving care. 

Do not be dismayed pastor, for you are in the best company, so draw closer to the Lord’s love for you and the flock, and so stabilize yourself on an eternal truth, and let the carnal or the evil have their hatred, but keep yourself in the love of God and leave justice with the Lord, for he will deal with all such people. Proverbs 30:5-6, 11-14, Isaiah 51:7-8, Jeremiah 18:18-23, Amos 7:8-17, Hebrews 11:24-29, 1 Peter 3:13-20. 

7  And thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious. 8  But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto thee; Be not thou rebellious like that rebellious house: open thy mouth, and eat that I give thee.

There will always be many more false prophets than true at any time in history. There will be more negative than positive volition, but that is irrelevant to our call to preach the truth, for part of our role is to test and assay the hearers of the truth. Our role is to proclaim truth and by their responses then all who hear are judged. Our job is not to judge, the Word of God will judge them and show them for what they truly are, but our job is to do what we have been tasked to do; tell them the truth before the Lord their God. Whether there is response of not, we are not to be concerned about anything other than faithfully and fully proclaiming the truth of God. In our day responses are counted and these are used to judge the ministry, whereas the Lord’s only issue is that we faithfully, clearly for all to understand, fully, and consistently proclaim the truth he has given. Jeremiah 1:14-30, 23:28, 26:2, Jonah 3:2, 2 Timothy 4:1-5. 

Ezekiel, like all pastors, is to focus only on one issue, and that is his love for, and obedience to the Lord his God, and then making sure of the message and giving it clearly and always. He must hear the words of the Lord, really understand them, and not rebel within against them, as his peers do. The challenge is to walk in the Spirit in total obedience to what the Lord reveals to him. 

The Lord then, within the vision, gives to him a scroll and he is to eat the scroll. While this is a strange thing to do there is a message here; in our terms this would be to have a vision of eating a large Bible tract. The vision gives the spiritual direction; he is to ingest the Word of God, fully digest it and absorb it into every fibre and part of his being.  He is to live the Word, then proclaim the Word. He is to feed on the Word of God, grow spiritually and mature in his relationship with his God, and so he will be able to serve in all situations he finds himself within. Refer to the BTB doctrinal studies below. CHRISTIAN LIFE – MATURITY, and, SIGNS OF MATURITY.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. SPIRITUAL GROWTH OPENS TO DOOR TO POWERFUL SERVICE. Maturity in faith means power in ministry. There are no short cuts to faith, there is only the Holy Spirit directed ministry of the one who devotes themselves to the Lord’s will above their own, and trusts themselves in the Lord’s hands in all things. 

2. BRIARS AND THORNS AND SCORPIONS. If we forget that we are at present in the devil’s fallen world and that sin rules here at present, then we will be disappointed when pressures come. The Bible teaches clearly that although Satan now has rulership, through sin, the over-ruling reality is that the Lord is on the throne of eternity, and greater is he that is in you than he who rules this fallen world. We will suffer in this world if we follow our Lord, for he did, and he invites us to fill up the measure of his suffering, but we will rejoice in the midst of it, if we follow him and walk in his power alone. We have victory over the briars, the thorns and the scorpions in Christ Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit.

EZEKIEL 2:9-3:11

“And when I looked, behold, an hand was sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book was therein; 10  And he spread it before me; and it was written within and without: and there was written therein lamentations, and mourning, and woe. 1  Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel. 2  So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll. 3  And he said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat it; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness. 4  And he said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with my words unto them. 5  For thou art not sent to a people of a strange speech and of an hard language, but to the house of Israel; 6  Not to many people of a strange speech and of an hard language, whose words thou canst not understand. Surely, had I sent thee to them, they would have hearkened unto thee. 7  But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the house of Israel are impudent and hardhearted. 8  Behold, I have made thy face strong against their faces, and thy forehead strong against their foreheads. 9  As an adamant harder than flint have I made thy forehead: fear them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, though they be a rebellious house. 10  Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, all my words that I shall speak unto thee receive in thine heart, and hear with thine ears. 11  And go, get thee to them of the captivity, unto the children of thy people, and speak unto them, and tell them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear.”

REFLECTION

9  And when I looked, behold, an hand was sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book was therein; 10  And he spread it before me; and it was written within and without: and there was written therein lamentations, and mourning, and woe.

The vision continues and Ezekiel sees a hand (not the person, just their hand, for his focus is upon what the hand holds), and the hand holds a scroll. It is a scroll that is jammed full of words, written on both sides, and the message was a sad and mournful one. There were no pleasant things written herein, but the scroll was set out to make it clear that this was the message, and the prophet was to commit to it or walk away, but this was his message. When the Lord calls, that call is clear and the nature of it clear, and the prophet is reminded that this is his message, and this is his path to walk through his life of service. The Lord will direct him to record all this, as he did to Isaiah also. Isaiah 30:8-21. 

The message is one of judgment, but there will be hope in the midst as the people overcome their rebellion and respond finally to the truth. Until they face their sins there will only be woe, mourning and lamentations. Joy is a fruit of the spirit and does not co-exist with sin, only with obedience to truth. Isaiah 3:10-11, Jeremiah 36:18-32, Galatians 5:16-26. As you read through the Jeremiah passage remember that the very event described there occurs in this time period, but both Jeremiah and Ezekiel are to hold fast to the truth, irrespective of abuse and people cutting up and burning the words of God. 

CHAPTER 3

3:1  Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel. 2  So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll.

He is now told to eat the roll; to digest all it’s contents fully. Once he has done this, he is then to go to the Jewish exiles in Babylon and speak the contents of the scroll fully to them all. He knows the scroll’s contents, accepts the consequences of eating and opens himself in obedience to the Lord his God and accepts the scroll which is given to him to eat. Acceptance of mission is the start of the mission and Ezekiel does this as does Paul, Timothy, and John. Acts 9:15-19, 1 Timothy 4:14-16, Revelation 10:5-11.

3  And he said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat it; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness.

He is to fill his belly and bowels. Now what does this mean in the context of the ancient world? Some would taste and hold the food in their mouth for a time then spit it out, others would swallow the food but then vomit it out, indeed the Romans had their “vomitoria”; their bucket under the table at banquets for this purpose, so that the guests could eat and enjoy another course without their fullness stopping the gluttony!  Food can be taken in, spat out later, or taken in and vomited out later, and in both cases it does not get into the body at all and the cells of the body are unaffected by the food. Jesus spoke in similar vein about receiving the words of God as the ground receives seeds in the Parable of the Sower. Matthew 13:3-23. Ezekiel is to fully take in the words of the Lord like rain into dry ground, he is to let the seed of the Word of God go deeply into his life and so minister it’s truth. John 7:37-39, Colossians 3:15-17.

The Word of God is our strength and by it’s application into our daily lives our ways are protected and our paths blessed. Psalms 119:9-11, 105-107, 161-165, Proverbs  2:1-11, Jeremiah 15:16, John 6:51-63. It is a sweet thing to receive the words of the Lord and a joy deep within glows in power with us as we hear and understand the wonderful things of the Lord from his Word. Ezekiel takes in the Word and rejoices in the beauty of the Word and the truth of hope it contains; for there is joy there through the mourning. 

4  And he said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with my words unto them. 5  For thou art not sent to a people of a strange speech and of an hard language, but to the house of Israel;

The message is not to the people of Babylon but to the Jewish people. The message that is given here is not evangelistic as such, but of revival for the people of God who have been away from God, and walking in disobedience to God. Ezekiel is called to be a “revivalist”; to preach to the people of God and awaken their spiritual lives from the grip of the carnality that has ruled them through the recent years and led to the disasters that have come already, and the ones that are still to come. The first commission to the disciples was to the same ministry, and the “Great Commission” was only given when the Jewish people had failed to respond, and even then they were included in the commission, it is just it was no longer exclusive to them. Matthew 10:5-15, cf, 28:18-20. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study on CHRISTIAN LIFE – SPIRITUALITY. This study examines the problems of carnality and the solution to it through genuine spirituality.

6  Not to many people of a strange speech and of an hard language, whose words thou canst not understand. Surely, had I sent thee to them, they would have hearkened unto thee. 7  But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the house of Israel are impudent and hardhearted.

The truth is that had he been sent to the Babylonians, as Daniel had already been sent, they would have accepted him, but the harder field of work is the people of God who have walked away from God. Evangelism is often easier that revival work, because the unsaved know they need a Saviour and under the Holy Spirit’s conviction are seeking the one to save them, but the carnal believer has already broken through the sin barrier to rebel, and resisted or grieved the Holy Spirit, and so they are determined not to hear the Lord speak, lest their self chosen path needs changing. More spiritual power is required to break through to a carnal believer than to reach the lost with the Gospel! Jonah 3:5ff, Matthew 11:20-27, 12:39-42, Luke 1129-32, Romans 9:25-33.

8  Behold, I have made thy face strong against their faces, and thy forehead strong against their foreheads. :9  As an adamant harder than flint have I made thy forehead: fear them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, though they be a rebellious house.

To deal with the total rejection that he will face for the first few years of his ministry the Lord strengthens the prophet from within through the Holy Spirit, making him hard enough to withstand hurt, yet soft enough to maintain his love for the Lord’s people. Moses required the same help, and so do we if we are called to such a tough field. Our Lord will strengthen us in the required way for the required work, even if it is unto our martyrdom as it was for Stephen and many others through history. Exodus 4:10-17, 10:27 – 11:10, 1 Kings 21:17ff, Isaiah 50:7-9, Jeremiah 1:17-19, Acts 7:51-60, Hebrews 11:27-40. 

The challenge remains to have the mental attitude strongly within, whereby the Lord’s fellowship, will and words is stronger that the things of the rebellious men and women around us. The loving look on the face of the Lord Jesus Christ is to keep our hearts and minds stabilized as we look into the evil and malice of carnal people. When we walk in the light of his presence, with the armour of the Holy Spirit well attached, we walk through darkness without it affecting us at all, for we are not distracted by evil or sin, for we walk in the Spirit. Psalms 23:3-4, Romans 13:11-14, 2 Corinthians 4:1-9, Ephesians 5:8-9. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study on CHRISTIAN LIFE – STABILITY on page 55, and also CHURCH – SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP.

10  Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, all my words that I shall speak unto thee receive in thine heart, and hear with thine ears. 11  And go, get thee to them of the captivity, unto the children of thy people, and speak unto them, and tell them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear.

Everything is to be received from the Lord, not just the things that might be pleasant to hear and enjoy. The prophet is to take all in and make no selection from the things of God and teach only what suits him, but is to accept and personally apply all, and then give all to the people.  

He is to speak as the herald of the King of kings and to speak in the Lord’s name. We must be careful of using “thus says the Lord”, and use it only where it is clearly God’s policy that is being proclaimed, not our own pet theory. We are to speak as the pastor-teachers of the church as the Lord’s heralds. We are to know, apply and proclaim his policy alone.

He is to value the Lord’s Word above all things and having applied it into his own life he is to proclaim it to all of the captivity. Again it is repeated, he is not to concern himself with the response of the people, for they are responsible to the Lord for that, not to him. He is only the messenger, and the people have no accountability to him but to the Lord. 

We must be clear about our task and responsibility as pastors, and the responsibility of our hearers and not be confused on these things. Today we have many believers joining what the Americans call “Accountability Groups”. These are designed to try to help the participants to keep their promises to God by making the group members accountable to each other. This sounds good but it is at its heart a false concept, for we are not responsible to any other man or woman, but directly to the Lord.  We are to be accountable – because we are – to the Holy Spirit, and the Lord, not men.
I believe it is Holy Spirit dependence and Christ centred focus alone, that we should be teaching to the Lord’s people, not accountability groups. We must train the people of God to look daily into the face of the Lord Jesus Christ alone, heed the convicting voice of the Holy Spirit within, and so stand in holy fear before their maker and Saviour for any foolishness. Other men and women can be fooled, and accountability groups can become just another form of hypocrisy, but sitting with the Lord in prayer every day and heeding the Holy Spirit within, produces humility and holiness, or at least blows away all hypocrisy quickly!  

Good ideas of man, like “accountability groups”, are not necessarily what the Lord wants! He wants us to sit before him, be convicted, and take action to deal with sin, not talk about it with others and make meaningless promises to other sinners. We are all, as believers, responsible directly to our Lord and he directly disciplines each of us, so let the people hear the truth and know where they stand on these things! Exodus 20:20, Deuteronomy 8:1-6, 10:12-22, Acts 20:25-35. We must all, as the Lord’s pastors, have Paul’s final testimony both here in Acts and in 2 Timothy 4:6-8. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. WE PREACH THE TRUTH AND CALL ALL TO BE ACCOUNTABLE TO GOD ALONE FOR THEIR RESPONSE. We are not accountable to men, nor are men accountable to us, but all of us are responsible to the Lord alone. Let us get this clear in our own heads and clearly understood by all the people. Let all who hear us walk away knowing they stand before the Holy God who sees them and will judge them unless they repent.

2. THE WORD OF GOD IS STRAIGHT TO THE HEART. The Word may have hard things to say, but there is always joy in its reception. We are to gladly receive the Word of Truth, for then we may receive the fruit of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

3. WE MUST FILL OUR LIVES WITH THE WORD OF GOD. We cannot be the pastors of the flock unless we live in the Word of Truth.  It must be in our life with power before it will be powerful through our preaching.  We are responsible to preach it truthfully and this will flow as we apply it truthfully into the fabric of our being first.

4. REVIVAL IS HARDER THAN EVANGELISM. We must accept this truth and walk in the power of the Holy Spirit and preach the Word of Truth without compromise, for the Lord seeks to lead his people into all truth and convict them, that he might bless them as they obey him again. Evangelism is a fruit of revival amongst God’s people.

5. STRENGTH IS PROVIDED FOR THE TASK THE LORD GIVES. We may face hatred and anger, or indifference and sarcasm, but we face it in the Lord’s place, for we stand as his herald. We are to take no personal attack personally, for we stand before the Lord as his servants, and so an attack on us is actually an attack upon HIM. We are to take all such things to him and leave our case in the Lord’s hands. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study of CHRISTIAN LIFE:  AMBASSADOR

EZEKIEL 3:12-21

“12  Then the spirit took me up, and I heard behind me a voice of a great rushing, saying, Blessed be the glory of the LORD from his place. 13  I heard also the noise of the wings of the living creatures that touched one another, and the noise of the wheels over against them, and a noise of a great rushing. 14  So the spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the LORD was strong upon me. 15  Then I came to them of the captivity at Telabib, that dwelt by the river of Chebar, and I sat where they sat, and remained there astonished among them seven days. 16  And it came to pass at the end of seven days, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 17  Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. 18  When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. 19  Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul. 20  Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumbling-block before him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand. 21  Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul.”

REFLECTION

12  Then the spirit took me up, and I heard behind me a voice of a great rushing, saying, Blessed be the glory of the LORD from his place. 13  I heard also the noise of the wings of the living creatures that touched one another, and the noise of the wheels over against them, and a noise of a great rushing.

The vision now moves from the passive observation of things that appear to a very active phase, where Ezekiel is “taken up” in the spirit into an experience that is far more than simply a vision. He feels himself being lifted up into the heavens, where he has his attention drawn to two distinct sounds. The first is the sound as of great rushing waters and then he hears that it is the sound of a chant/song of praise and worship to the Lord. The second sound is that associated with the angelic creatures and the wheels, which he then becomes aware are all around him. In effect he has been entered into the vision that he saw in the beginning and is flying (rushing through the air) with the four creatures and the wheels. He experiences the rushing wind of flight 2500 years before man flies! Such things overwhelm him, and the result of this is seen in the next verses. Psalms 72:18-19, Revelation 5:11-14.

14  So the spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the LORD was strong upon me. 15  Then I came to them of the captivity at Telabib, that dwelt by the river of Chebar, and I sat where they sat, and remained there astonished among them seven days.

When people get a glimpse of the glory of the Lord, or the wonder of the angelic host at worship they see things and hear things that are over-whelming to mortal man in our human body. This is another sign of the true as against the fake prophet. The word for bitterness is “marah”, and indicates his whole system was chemically altered and made sick within.
The true prophet sees spiritual reality, is overwhelmed by it, and humbly seeks it’s meaning and takes time to get their head and body chemistry back in order after seeing such things. The fake prophets are spouting their visions within seconds of claiming them, and dramatically speak of them in details that betray they were not overwhelmed at all! In other words they have not seen anything real at all!  This man is overwhelmed in body and mind and spirit.
My work in the trauma area means I deal with people with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, a condition I myself experienced (and continue to have elements of) as a result of nearly being killed while serving in the Armed Forces. I meet people at times claiming to have PTSD and claiming to remember details of events that caused the condition, but the way they tell their story, tells me they are faking it for compensation reasons, for when you see and experience overwhelming things you are overwhelmed and a sense of bafflement is the norm, and humility is the rule. The arrogant, the braggart, the person who has amazing elaborate 360 degree details in their recollections is a phoney.

He is lifted up and then returned to the area where he told us that he began and finds himself sitting with the captives by the River Chebar at a place called Telabib. The exact location appears to be different to the place where his home was, but he is back in the general area. This tells us that the “vision” did involve actual transportation; it was not simply an “out of body experience”. 

Like Philip he “finds himself” at this local place with no clear idea of the flight path that brought him there. Acts 8:40. Note his emotional reaction to the flight and the whole experience. He feels initially deep passionate anger (heat) and also great bitterness. Now pause here and let’s see what has gone on for him, because I suspect his experience here is the norm for those who have been overwhelmed by an event well beyond his experiences. It is a similar psychological response to many I have seen down the years amongst people who have had amazing experiences and then must go back to their boring friends and family and try to get them to live in a more alive and real manner. 

Two hundred years later, the Greek Philosopher Plato will tell his “Parable of the Cave”, in his book “The Republic”, to illustrate this same psychological phenomena, and the unbelieving nature of the majority of the people when confronted with strange revelation. Note firstly the “heat” of passion and deep hurt/sickness (bitterness) he feels. This may be similar to Moses in Numbers 11:11-15, or Jeremiah in Jeremiah 20:7-10, 14-18, or Amos 3:7-8. There is the sense that he is overwhelmed in spirit with the task he has to complete and the isolation of it due to the attitudes of his people. 

Secondly there may be great anger, like the Lord’s great anger that we see in the cleansing of the Temple, as Ezekiel fully realizes the extent and awfulness of the sin and evil of the rebellious people amongst whom he lives. Matthew 21:12-13, John 2:13-17. He has glimpsed the awesome power and majesty of God and yet the people are living in complete ignorance of eternal things and have not seen the glory of their God. When we see God’s character and his glory and his plan, we are rebuked and convicted and changed; these people claim to worship God yet do not know him, and so live in base sin and foolish carnality. 

God’s Word contains his holy and purifying message to sinful and wilfully ignorant mankind. His Word is a sword and it cuts through all our excuses, and all our false priorities, and all our foolish desires, and leaves us naked before Him without excuse for disobedience. The Word produces the “heat” of indignation and realization of the truth about our state. When we minister the Word of God we are cut through first, then we cut others. 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Hebrews 4:11-13. 

Let us recommit to the task of ministry and to receiving the blows of the Lord’s sword upon our own lives first, for the Lord hates hypocrisy, and so he desires we sit with him in contemplation first, that we might be clean vessels for his use to cut through the hypocrisy of others. If we are hypocrites we cannot correct other hypocrites! Ezekiel must sit with the truths he has seen for seven days before he is ready to speak. Job 2:13, 42:2-6, 10, Jeremiah 23:9-12, Habakkuk 3:16-19.  When there is a great matter to be discussed it is needful that the messenger sits with the truth long enough for it to transform them before they call on others to be transformed.
We are to be the clean vessels of the Lord’s service to minister truth in holiness to others. Read each of these verses in the order here and sit with them for a time, for we are to be like Ezekiel and sit with the Lord’s demands upon our lives. Romans 9:19-24, 2 Corinthians 4:5-9, 2 Timothy 2:20-26, Hebrews 9:21-22, Revelation 2:26-29.

16  And it came to pass at the end of seven days, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 17  Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me.

He must sit with the overwhelming revelation of the truth that he has seen. Only after seven days does the Lord speak with him. Once again we confront the truth of the Lord’s work through his prophets. Even to the key man in the right place for service, specific revelation is a rare thing, and the prophet spends far more days in quiet prayer than he has minutes of specific revelation. Beware the fake prophet, for they are disclosed by their many revelations, for they fill their own heads with their own thoughts and say, “thus saith the lord”, but they speak of their own vanity, not God. We will see many examples of these false prophets in Ezekiel, just as we saw them through Jeremiah; for in the crisis Satan has more of his people on the ground than ever before, in order that he may create maximum chaos.

The nature of the Lord’s call is now spelled out to Ezekiel; he is to be like the city “watchman”. His role is to give advance warning of disaster coming. He receives God’s sovereign call; and so let us pause and remember that the Lord calls us with HIS CALL. He gives spiritual gifting, and spiritual calling, and power to fulfil the call. 1 Corinthians 12:7-13. 

Let us humbly seek the Lord’s call upon our lives and having identified our call, let us seek his strength to fulfil it. Holy Spirit power alone will enable us to do spiritual work; we cannot do any work for the Lord’s glory in our human strength for that would lead to our glory! His call upon us is met with his provisions for us, and his spiritual gifts to us are for the glory of the Lord and the building up of his church. Acts 2:4, Romans 12:1-8, 1 Corinthians 12:28-30, Ephesians 4:11. We have all the spiritual assets we need in order to serve the Lord in this life and we need to sit before him in joyful contemplation of his provision in the midst of the stressors of the ministry.  If we are not “at home” with the Lord we cannot do anything with others.  Refer to the BTB study on CHRISTIAN LIFE – GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION. 

One hundred years before his days Isaiah had used the image of the watchman for the prophet of God and his message, but also for the false prophets who fail to do their job. Isaiah 21:5-9, 11-12, 52:7-10, 56:10-12, 62:6-9. Jeremiah also used this image at the same time as Ezekiel is told this is his role. Jeremiah 6:10-17, 31:4-7. The watchman has the responsibility to warn aloud the people of the truth about the threat coming, and then the people have the responsibility respond to the warning and prepare themselves for defence. Habakkuk 2:1-4. The Lord also had this role for Israel of his day; to warn of coming judgment and call for repentance. Matthew 3:7-10, Luke 3:7-9. We then become the watchmen for our generation as Paul was to his. 1 Corinthians 4:14-16, 2 Corinthians 5:11-20, 1 Thessalonians 5:14. 

18  When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.

We have a solemn obligation to give all men the truth, no matter how bad they are. Proverbs 14:32. We can look at some people and say, “no, they are too evil, I don’t like them, I won’t speak to them”. To fail to warn the evil man means the Lord holds us responsible for their death and damnation; in other words we are judged, receive discipline and lose rewards over such an attitude. Isaiah 3:10-11, Luke 13:1-5. 

We are to tell the truth with bluntness and compassion on the lost. Jonah had this towards Nineveh, and with good reason, for the Assyrians had murdered many members of his own family and country, but the Lord rebuked him! The Lord rebukes us for our slackness in warning the most evil men to repent. Jonah 3:10 – 4:11. 

Now don’t go too far here, for we do not lose our salvation for such an attitude, for we cannot lose that, but we are judged if we do not do what we ought here, for the free gift of salvation we have received is for all mankind. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study – SALVATION – ATONEMENT – UNLIMITED ATONEMENT. The worst sinner has already been saved, that was Paul, so no man you ever meet is to be denied the truth!  1 Timothy 1:15-17, 1 John 1:9 - 2:2.

19  Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.

The responsibility for response to the truth is with each man and woman, but for the pastor it is to give them the truth. Having done what we are tasked with in purity and with precision we have done our work and can leave them with their response. Proverbs 29:1, Jeremiah 42:19-22, 44:4-6, Luke 10:8-12, Hebrews 2:1-3, 12:24-25. The preaching of the Gospel is a sweet smelling savour to those who respond and are saved, but to those who reject the message and the messenger it is the smell of death and they will hate us, just as Jesus warned. John 13:16, 15:18-25, 2 Corinthians 2:14-17, 1 John 3:11-15. 

20  Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumbling-block before him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand.

We all may meet temptations and fall into them. None of us are exempt from temptation, and if we do not walk in the power of the Holy Spirit we can all fall into the grossest of sins. Those who consider themselves above temptation will fall. Because they have already fallen into pride and arrogance and they lead always to greater sins. Proverbs 10:8, 11:2, 16:17-19, 1 Corinthians 4:11-12, 9:24-27, 10:12, 1 Timothy 3:6-7. 

We are to be without fears of what might happen to our lives, but we are to be fearful of sin and evil and be on guard at all times against it’s author who seeks to eat us for his lunch! 1 Peter 5:6-11. Those who do not fear sin and it’s consequences will end up falling into sin they could have avoided with foresight and preparation. We are without excuse in these matters, for the orders for the Christian’s daily life are clear; be filled with the Spirit, resist the devil, put your armour on, and stand for truth. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study CHRISTIAN LIFE:  WALKING. 

The Lord does lay “stumbling blocks” ahead of his foolish saints, in order to stop us, knock us onto our backs in our wrongful tracks, and so send us back to our knees in repentance and earnest seeking of guidance. We are to warn the foolish saints with the same vigour as the evil unbelievers! We are not to say within, “they are foolish, they never come to Bible Class, so I don’t care about them!”  The Lord Jesus shed his precious blood for them – they are our responsibility.
God does care about them, and you and I are to warn the obnoxious and foolish saint with the same sense of responsibility as to the unbelievers we meet. We are tasked with warning all we meet of the truth, whenever the Lord opens the door to speak spiritual things we are to take that opportunity to give the truth. The death of the once righteous person, but who has gone into gross disobedience, is what we call “The Sin Unto Death”.  Refer to the BTB doctrinal study SIN: SIN UNTO DEATH. 

All the past righteousness of such a person is as nothing, if they go too far and must be eliminated from this world. The Lord moves against his own if they stray from the path of truth, and we as the Lord’s pastors are to severely warn all believers who stray lest their blood be on our hands! Acts 5:1-11, 1 Thessalonians 5:14, Jude 20-25. Revival and it’s subsequent blessing begins when we all take the Lord’s demand for holiness and honesty seriously. 

The Lord is spoken of as a stumbling block also. Firstly we find this in Isaiah 8:11-15. The Lord’s presence and message is a reminder to all men that they either build their lives upon his “rock” or they trip up on the ”rocky” truth of their sinful mortality. They often will get offended at the Lord because of this, but they have no reason to, for they need to seek his face and deal with their sins, which are the source of their fall! Romans 9:31-33, 1 Corinthians 1:22-25, 1 Peter 2:4-8. The Lord is either the corner stone of the building of our life, to his glory, or he is the “rock of offence”. We need to be sure that if we preach this message, that we have the Lord firmly in our lives as our corner stone, and that we ourselves are not tripping our own selves up with persistent sin!

21  Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul.

If the pastor or prophet speaks out the truth then they have fulfilled their obligation, and if the righteous person hears, believes, and confesses their sin, and forsakes their sin, then they are recovered from disaster, and both the preacher and the hearer are blessed. The Lord’s purpose is always for double blessing; that the hearer and the preacher are blessed. The train of blessing begins with the purifying of the heart of the preacher! 

Let us clear our lives of sin, and also let us clear away any hesitancy to preach to those we do not like, or actually hate because of their evil! Let us purify our hearts and minds and be ready to speak to all who breathe, whether they will hear or whether they will not! Romans 1:13-23. We ought not to be surprised by the evil of the unsaved, for they are in darkness, just like we were. Ephesians 2:1-10. We are the light bearers, and so let us let the light shine out of the clean container of our life! Matthew 5:14-16.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. WE SPEAK TO ALL WE CAN OF CHRIST. We do not have to like them, nor they like us, for the Lord holds us responsible to give them the truth, whether they will hear us or not.

2. BLESSING COMES FROM OBEDIENCE ALONE. God seeks double blessing always, that the prophet, preacher and their hearer might all glorify Him. Let us ensure we fulfil our responsibility to the truth so that we bring glory to the one who gave himself for us.

3. WHEN WE GET OVERWHELMED BY THE LORD – WE NEED TO SIT WITH THE TRUTH LONGER. Ezekiel had to sit for seven days and just meditate. Paul required seven years in Arabia to sort himself out after his conversion. Let us be suspicious of “quick fix” solutions to spiritual issues, for the things of the spirit are deep and need reflection in the spirit to discern their meaning and application. Let us pray more and be silent before the Lord more than we are.

4. LET US PURIFY OUR HEARTS, OUR MINDS AND OUR DAILY LIVES. The Lord seeks clean vessels for his service. We must confess our sins, not hide them: we must honesty face our God, not try to hide from truth as Adam and Eve did in the Garden of Eden. 

5. WE ARE THE WATCHMEN AND WOMEN OF OUR GENERATION. Let us warn of the truth without compromise, for only the truth will save fallen man. The Lord holds us responsible for the truth being heard!
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SECTION 1
BEFORE THE FALL OF THE CITY OF JERUSALEM FOR THE LAST TIME

JUDGMENTS UPON THE PEOPLE BECAUSE OF THEIR MANY SINS

EZEKIEL 3:22 – 4:17
JUDGMENT UPON JERUSALEM

EZEKIEL 3:22 - 27

“And the hand of the LORD was there upon me; and he said unto me, Arise, go forth into the plain, and I will there talk with thee. 23  Then I arose, and went forth into the plain: and, behold, the glory of the LORD stood there, as the glory which I saw by the river of Chebar: and I fell on my face. 24  Then the spirit entered into me, and set me upon my feet, and spake with me, and said unto me, Go, shut thyself within thine house. 25  But thou, O son of man, behold, they shall put bands upon thee, and shall bind thee with them, and thou shalt not go out among them: 26  And I will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb, and shalt not be to them a reprover: for they are a rebellious house. 27  But when I speak with thee, I will open thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; He that heareth, let him hear; and he that forbeareth, let him forbear: for they are a rebellious house.”

REFLECTION

22. And the hand of the LORD was there upon me; and he said unto me, Arise, go forth into the plain, and I will there talk with thee. 23  Then I arose, and went forth into the plain: and, behold, the glory of the LORD stood there, as the glory which I saw by the river of Chebar: and I fell on my face.

The Lord has waited and watched while Ezekiel sat and contemplated the impact upon him of the vision and experience associated with the four creatures, the wheels, and the throne of God. After four days of contemplation and prayer he is ready to hear and act upon the next thing the Lord has for him. The Lord uses prepared people and speaks only to those ready to hear and obey, and so Ezekiel hears the Lord’s command at the right time. 

The first order is to stand up again! The Lord wants action to come from revelation. This is a point which also serves to isolate the fake from the true, for false prophets always have visions and revelations that do not lead to any action that builds the church or strengthens it’s people for evangelism or service. True prophetic truth always leads to action in the lives of the people, the church and the wider community. He is to stand up and then move out into the plain by the river. 

As he moves out there in isolation the Lord will speak with him again. He is obedient and moves out. What he sees would have amazed him also, for he sees another theophany – a vision of the glory of the Lord in a human like form. He sees the Lord and falls on his face in worship. When any man sees a glimpse of the glory of the Lord that man falls on his face before the Lord – he does not stand there and look! Once again the true from the false is discerned, for the false prophets speak of their glorious visions and the details of them are amazing. Look at Ezekiel’s vision here for he has no detail for us, for he looked away as soon as he knew what he was seeing. This man was seriously over whelmed again. Like Thomas he bowed before the Lord his God. John 20:28.

24  Then the spirit entered into me, and set me upon my feet, and spake with me, and said unto me, Go, shut thyself within thine house. 25  But thou, O son of man, behold, they shall put bands upon thee, and shall bind thee with them, and thou shalt not go out among them:

Verse 24 has no details given as to what was said to the prophet and this is quite appropriate, for the words were for him not ourselves. Once again we see the way the Lord works with his saints and it is always individually and specifically to the nature of their call and role. The prophet needs intensive personal briefing and he receives this privately, well away from prying eyes. 

The contents of this briefing will find it’s way into all the fabric of his messages and in effect we will be told what is said here, but through the visions that unfold in the book. Daniel describes a similar event in his own life from around this same time. Daniel 10:4-11. Compare these two men’s experiences and you will see that they are being appointed by the same Lord to do parallel ministries. 

Ezekiel is however to do a strange thing next, and one that would sound odd to him, but a task that sets the scene for his ministry, for he will do many things through his ministry by way of acting out coming events in what we would call a “psycho-drama form”. He will take actions that have prophetic significance and which will be unusual enough for the people to ask what they mean and open the door for prophetic teaching. The actions will be unusual enough to make people wonder what he is up to and start the gossip mill so that all amongst the thousands of Judah there hear of his actions. He is to go home to his house and get his servants to place bands upon his arms and likely his legs also so that he cannot leave the house. He is to stay there in his “prison” for some time, until all talk of this strange action and ask what it means.

26  And I will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb, and shalt not be to them a reprover: for they are a rebellious house. 27  But when I speak with thee, I will open thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; He that heareth, let him hear; and he that forbeareth, let him forbear: for they are a rebellious house.

The Lord will make his imprisonment worse still and add misery to this confinement and bring added confusion to the observers of these actions.  Ezekiel needs to be ready to be “Exhibit A” for the Lord so as to produce bafflement amongst the people, so that they will hear the message that otherwise they would not hear, but there will be a delay in this for the people are not ready to hear his words now.  The Lord will make him silent before the people; he will be hindered from speaking. In today’s terms we would say he was “tongue tied”, unable to say the things that he felt burdened to say. He will himself explain this later. Turn over and read Ezekiel 24:19-27. 

The visions of chapters 1-4 occur in the fifth year of the imprisonment of King Jehoiachin and the captivity of this group of exiles, whereas the answer comes to the people in chapter 24 in the ninth year of the captivity for them. Four years will pass from the days described in chapters one to four, to the time that the people are ready to really hear the prophet’s message fully. 

Until then he will be a “strange prophet” who rarely speaks, but when he does he will be powerful and frightening to the people. For four years he will, like Jeremiah in the land, oppose the false prophets who prophesy an early return, but for these first four years few will accept his words. It will only be as the armies of Nebuchadnezzar besiege the city of Jerusalem that they will start to realize they have all been fooled by the false prophets and it is the doom of their nation, not the deliverance they are seeing worked out. In the twelfth year of the captivity of these people the city is taken. One escapes from the falling city and reaches the exiles at this time, and the prophet is able to say even more at that time. Ezekiel 33:21ff.

Initially he will not be a “reprover” of the nation, correcting them by arguing what is right, for their rebellion is such that they will not hear such things. Rather, he is to be a silent and baffling challenge to them. He is to take actions that baffle and yet intrigue them, but which are visually arresting, and later when the events he visually portrays occur, only then they will hear him. He also very powerfully reminds them all of their own captivity and their march to Babylon with it’s thirst at times, and it’s constant reminder that they were “jailed” and under the power of others, unable to leave their “homes” there and return to their land. 

The “visions” of chapter four are more like actual glimpses of the secret actions of the Jewish people than a simple vision, and they startlingly portray just how spiritually corrupt they have become, and why it will take four more years before they are really ready to hear his words fully. These people are so certain of the truth of the false prophets that it will take nine years of captivity to wear the lies away and have them ready for the truth. 

At times we may be called to speak to those who are thoroughly influenced by the lies and deception of false prophets and devious teachers, so we must be ready to hear the Lord’s encouragement to Ezekiel here, for we will need it. At times we will speak to people who do not want the truth at all, for they prefer their pleasant falsehoods. Jeremiah 1:17-19, Ezekiel 2:6-7, 3:4-11. 

As we have already seen, we are responsible to speak the truth to them, or their blood will be required of us! We are not to be distracted by their response, but we are to vividly portray truth so that they remember what is said, and what we have vividly explained, so that when the day comes, they then see the truth and are delivered from error. God wants our honest service and humble worship. We are called to expose falsehood, but to do so patiently over the time frame the Lord directs us to follow. We must accept the reality of our task in such times and faithfully serve and worship without any reinforcement from the people. Psalms 51:14-19, 86:11-15, 137:5-6, Isaiah 1:2, Amos 5:10, 8:11-12, Micah 3:5-7. 

The Lord will open his mouth when it is the right time to speak and the prophet is not to move ahead of the Lord’s direction, for timing is everything in the reception of a message. He must “walk in the filling of the Holy Spirit” and so act only under spiritual direction, not any thoughts of his own. All genuine prophets of the Lord operate this way, sitting quietly in the church until the Lord moves upon them so powerfully that they must speak. 

In over forty years walk as a believer this is how I have seen every genuinely spirit gifted person operate. Bible teachers do not presumptively jump up and monopolize the pulpit; they do not love the sound of their own voice, but they seek the Lord’s guidance and move only as the doors open to serve. None of the Lord servants carry crowbars! We do not break down doors, for we act obediently like our Lord and Master, and gently knock on doors, waiting for there to be a truly spirit filled response, for then our service will bring glory to the one we love. Revelation 3:8, 19-20. 

The true prophet does not “practise” their prophetic gift and get things wrong for a while! The true prophet is silent before the Lord, for many years in some cases, before they are prayerfully sure of the Lord’s words, so that all they say is from the Lord. No spirit gifted person “practises” on the Lord’s people; they only speak when they are sure of the Lord’s message and can stand in personal and prayerful holy preparedness before the Lord’s people.  

As the door of opportunity to serve opens we are to challenge the people to hear and obey, or to take responsibility for hearing and disobeying. We do not do this enough in our ministries today, and we need to heed the words of Ezekiel here, for they are the words of the Lord; so let us challenge all who hear to take that responsibility to respond, or face the judgment of the Lord their God. God is able to make us speak the right things and we are to be listening to Him in our Bible studies and our prayers. Exodus 4:10-12, Luke 21:12-15, Ephesians 6:18-20. Read these verses in sequence and see the consistent message of the Lord to his pastoral servants through the millennia.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. WE SPEAK THE BURDEN OF THE LORD, AND IF IT IS NOT OVERWHELMING WE ARE TO BE SILENT. It is a dangerous thing to speak for the Lord when he has not called you to speak into that situation. No genuine spirit gifted person “gets it wrong”. When a prophet speaks lies they are to be disciplined, not given a second chance; the lying prophet is fat headed not spirit filled!   Spirit filled people “wait upon the Lord” in prayerful silence.
We have been too influenced by North American nonsense and need to get back to the biblical standards for behaviour and service. Only those moved and empowered by the Holy Spirit are to serve, and all others are to be prayerful, watchful, and to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord until they are sure of the Lord’s work for them. If Ezekiel had many silent years before service we ought to expect similar things for our modern Ezekiels! Fakes want instant spirituality and instant centre stage fame.  The genuine servant seeks the quiet and thorough path of prepared, humble, AND Christ centred service. The Lord only uses prepared people, and preparation takes lost of quiet time.

2. GOD SEEKS OUR OBEDIENCE AND FOR US TO HAVE DEDICATED PRIVATE TIME WITH HIM. God speaks with Ezekiel in the private place, away from others, where he has to dedicate himself to going to places where the people are not thick around him. We must seek the Lord in silence and quietness, not fall into the foolishness of those who seek a “touch from the Lord” in a meeting with thousands of others. 

The servants of the Lord drew apart, and it was there that they did their business with the Lord, and then they spoke to thousands! This is the biblical pattern. God’s people need to draw aside and in prayerful biblical study seek the Lord’s words and guidance. Emotional experiences are spiritually neutral; they have no spiritual significance, for they are simply emotional experiences and our faith must be built upon certainties not emotional instability. 

3. PRIVATE REVELATION REMAINS PRIVATE. Those who speak of private things are fools or arrogant self centred people who think that such things will build their reputations. Those who know Proverbs well rightly see their foolishness, but others mistake this for spiritual status. We must draw close to the biblical standards for these are the ones we see here. A person with the gift of prophecy needs to resemble Ezekiel in attitude, not try to copy the books that are on the cheap shelves of the local Christian book shop. We resemble Ezekiel, not by trying to copy him, but by humbly doing what he did; by drawing close to the Lord in prayer, patience and Biblical study. 

4. WALKING IN THE SPIRIT MEANS BEING OBEDIENT TO GOD’S TIMING FOR OUR MESSAGE, AND GOD’S CONTENT FOR IT. Spirit empowered and spirit led people are listening to the Lord, not telling him what, when and how to do things. Too many modern believers are influenced by the false teachers of our day and are so busy telling God what to do that they have lost the art of listening to the Lord and being obedient to him.

CHAPTER 4

EZEKIEL 4:1-8

“ Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before thee, and portray upon it the city, even Jerusalem: 2  And lay siege against it, and build a fort against it, and cast a mount against it; set the camp also against it, and set battering rams against it round about. 3  Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, and set it for a wall of iron between thee and the city: and set thy face against it, and it shall be besieged, and thou shalt lay siege against it. This shall be a sign to the house of Israel. 4  Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel upon it: according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their iniquity. 5  For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of Israel. 6  And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: I have appointed thee each day for a year. 7  Therefore thou shalt set thy face toward the siege of Jerusalem, and thine arm shall be uncovered, and thou shalt prophesy against it. 8  And, behold, I will lay bands upon thee, and thou shalt not turn thee from one side to another, till thou hast ended the days of thy siege.”

REFLECTION

1. Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before thee, and portray upon it the city, even Jerusalem: 2  And lay siege against it, and build a fort against it, and cast a mount against it; set the camp also against it, and set battering rams against it round about.

We would call this today a “sand picture”, or diorama, and such things are still used in Sunday Schools to teach children about biblical times and events. This was also a thing done by generals of Ezekiel’s day, as it is still to our own, to make models of a city to be besieged to plan the assault. The significance of this last usage is clear when we see what the prophet is asked to do, for he is asked to do exactly what the Babylonian commanders will be doing within a few years of this date. 2 Kings 25:1-7, Ezekiel 12:6, 11, 24:24-27.

The tile or better unfired (sun dried) brick is an easy thing to draw upon as it is still porous and has a soft enough surface to make a good scratched impression upon with a piece of metal or rock. This was the first form of writing with the cuneiform writing being made by metal stylus on soft clay and then the tablet/tile/brick dried in the sun. Official records were kept upon such light weight clay “tiles”. They were also used for letter writing, and as such many have survived with early writing upon them from this area. Such bricks were used all across the Middle Eastern region at this time and are still used today for building in poorer areas.

3  Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, and set it for a wall of iron between thee and the city: and set thy face against it, and it shall be besieged, and thou shalt lay siege against it. This shall be a sign to the house of Israel.

What is the meaning of the “iron pan”? Physically it is a flat iron plate, still used in the Middle East for baking bread upon. It cannot stand for either the wall of Jerusalem, or the besieger’s own wall, for both were sketched upon the clay tile. It’s placement gives a clue, for it is to be placed on it’s side in such a way as to obscure the city from Ezekiel’s view, and then he is ordered to besiege the city from behind it, and that this whole image is the sign to the people of Israel that they city is certainly lost this time. Iron was valuable in this day, and as the strongest metal of the time, was a powerful symbol of strength of purpose, courage and the absolute fixedness of an event or person. Ezekiel is to place it, as a barrier between himself and the city as a sign that he is “as iron” to the fate of the people there. He has passed them over to God and no longer has care for them and their fate, for their rebellion has made that terrible fate a settled thing now. He is to besiege the city; he is not to picture the Babylonians besieging the city. 

Note this carefully, for while drawing the Babylonian siege works, the Lord orders him, as “the man of God” to conduct the siege. It is a reminder that the Babylonians are acting on the Lord’s orders to besiege the city and Nebuchadnezzar and his army have become more “God’s men” than the people within the walls of the city of Jerusalem. As Isaiah had been a sign to his generation just so Jeremiah and Ezekiel are the signs to theirs that their time of rebellion and disobedience is up. Isaiah 8:17-18, 20:1-3, Luke 2:34, Hebrews 2:4.  Having conducted the sketched siege and placed the iron plate as he did this, he is now ordered by the Lord to do an even stranger thing.

4  Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel upon it: according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their iniquity. 5  For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of Israel.

Ezekiel is being watched as he does these things and the people are speculating about the significance of all this. The first objective of the Lord is met by Ezekiel’s obedience, for the people need to start asking the right questions in order, eventually, to come to the right conclusions about their behaviours. He is going to portray the iniquity (sin and evil) of the two Jewish kingdoms and indicate by his posture that they have rested in their sins for many years, and so the judgment of the Lord will rest upon them, and as they have not moved from sin, so judgment will not move from them until they have paid in full for their iniquities and learned the lessons in slavery that they refused to learn in freedom. 

To lie still for a long time is a hard thing, and the prophet may have had to tie himself into position to do this (verse 8 indicates this) without falling onto the other side and thereby ruining the picture. It was no small thing this! He is to lie on his left side for 390 days, standing for the entire 390 years of the history of the Northern kingdom of Israel, which was a history of rejection of the Lord and his Word, with not one godly king upon the throne of Samaria. 

Day for year was a concept understood as a symbolic and real way the Lord dealt with his people from Exodus days. They understood from Moses that they would “bear their own iniquity” and even though the offerings were provided, they would have to bring them in true repentance and pay in full through them for their sins. The house of the Levites was the house that would be the “sin bearers”, for they were the people to bring the sacrifices to the altar. Ezekiel, as a priest, was the one chosen by the Lord to illustrate this sin bearing activity to the Exiles, as Jeremiah, also a priest, will remind the people of this truth in the doomed city of Jerusalem itself. Leviticus 10:17, 16:20-22, 19:4-8, Numbers 14:34, 18:1. 

In the palace of Babylon Daniel will also use the day or week for year method to foretell the future destiny of the people of Israel, but he will also use literal days to stand for literal days, so the context of each passage gives it’s correct interpretation. Standard symbolic interpretation of scripture is not good exegesis, for every text must be taken within it’s context! Daniel 9:24-26, 12:11-12. 

6  And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: I have appointed thee each day for a year. 7  Therefore thou shalt set thy face toward the siege of Jerusalem, and thine arm shall be uncovered, and thou shalt prophesy against it. 8  And, behold, I will lay bands upon thee, and thou shalt not turn thee from one side to another, till thou hast ended the days of thy siege

Why only forty days for Judah? Their rebellion from the days of Manasseh through to those of Jehoiakim and Zedekiah were far more than forty years surely! What is forty years then standing for? It was the time of the Exodus wandering, and was a Biblical generation. This time of judgment tells us that the revival of Josiah 626-624 BC, had in God’s sight wiped away the evil of Manasseh, and they had a clean slate to begin afresh. God had been gracious with them, just as he is with us, whereby our confession wipes away our sins and we are renewed every morning. Lamentations 3:21-24. 

From the start of the Great Revival to the destruction of the city will be between 40 Solar - 40 Lunar years; one complete generation that begins in hope and obedience, but ends in disobedience and despair. The people would understand that the calculation was forty years, and the celebration of the start time would be the last great revival under Josiah, for then there was forgiveness and the nation had hope again. It was squandered hope and wasted time, and the day of accounting for it was drawing closer and was now starting to be measured in years and days. 

The prophet is known as God’s by the accuracy of their predictions, and so by portraying the destruction of Jerusalem this way Ezekiel lays the foundation for his acceptance as the only true prophet amongst the exiles, for when the city falls the people can look back at this action and see that he alone was correct. His arm is to be uncovered, as is the strong arm of a workman, reminding the people that the strong arm of the Lord is against this city and it will be destroyed; pulled down stone by stone. Isaiah 52:10, 53:1. They still feel that the city is “solid” and will not be destroyed, and that the Temple is majestic and one would destroy it, but there is no solidity in anything man builds apart from those men’s obedience to the will of the Lord. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. NOTHING IS SOLID EXCEPT THE WILL OF GOD. If we want anything to last in our lives we need to be obedient to the will of the Lord God.

2. GOD’S MERCIES ARE RENEWED EVERY MORNING. We are recipients of the Lord’s grace and forgiveness and confession always reopens blessing. While this is true, we err when we ignore the wages of sin, for the Lord will pay all wages earned in sin unless they are confessed and turned from. The Lord judges his people. Let us preach and teach the truths of Divine Discipline lest men fall short of the Lord’s holiness and are destroyed in their rebellion. Refer to the BTB study, CHRISTIAN LIFE – DISCIPLINE OF BELEIVERS.

3. GENUINE PROPHETS SPEAK THE TRUTH ALWAYS.  A prophet who gets things wrong is not the Lord’s prophet, he is a pretender, and none ought to heed their words lest they be misled by such a person’s arrogance and sinfulness. 

EZEKIEL 4:9-17

“ Take thou also unto thee wheat, and barley, and beans, and lentils, and millet, and fitches, and put them in one vessel, and make thee bread thereof, according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon thy side, three hundred and ninety days shalt thou eat thereof. 10  And thy meat which thou shalt eat shall be by weight, twenty shekels a day: from time to time shalt thou eat it. 11  Thou shalt drink also water by measure, the sixth part of an hin: from time to time shalt thou drink. 12  And thou shalt eat it as barley cakes, and thou shalt bake it with dung that cometh out of man, in their sight. 13  And the LORD said, Even thus shall the children of Israel eat their defiled bread among the Gentiles, whither I will drive them. 14  Then said I, Ah Lord GOD! behold, my soul hath not been polluted: for from my youth up even till now have I not eaten of that which dieth of itself, or is torn in pieces; neither came there abominable flesh into my mouth. 15  Then he said unto me, Lo, I have given thee cow's dung for man's dung, and thou shalt prepare thy bread therewith. 16  Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, behold, I will break the staff of bread in Jerusalem: and they shall eat bread by weight, and with care; and they shall drink water by measure, and with astonishment: 17  That they may want bread and water, and be astonied one with another, and consume away for their iniquity.”

REFLECTION

9. Take thou also unto thee wheat, and barley, and beans, and lentils, and millet, and fitches, and put them in one vessel, and make thee bread thereof, according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon thy side, three hundred and ninety days shalt thou eat thereof.

The next sign is to be simultaneous to the former one. During the time he is to lie on his left side he is to make, for his meal each day a mixed grain loaf of bread. This reminds us that he is not lying around all day, but is doing basic household tasks through this time, including making his own bread, so the iron plate or griddle is also used at times to bake bread, then is replaced between his bed and the clay tile/brick upon which the siege is depicted. 

The grains are the best till the worst grains are mixed in; something no-one would do in the ancient world, for if good grain was available they would not use the wild and rough ones. This was the point to be made to the people. They will have “mixed fortunes” through the final years of the nation of Judah, and they will be forced by necessity to eat grains and grasses that they would never have considered due to the privations of the siege. We must remember that there was contact between Judah and Babylon on a regular basis and news would have travelled of the prophet in Babylon who was saying the same things that Jeremiah was saying in Jerusalem. This mixed loaf is to be his bread and staple food for 390 days.

10  And thy meat which thou shalt eat shall be by weight, twenty shekels a day: from time to time shalt thou eat it. 11  Thou shalt drink also water by measure, the sixth part of an hin: from time to time shalt thou drink.

He is even instructed as to the quantity of the bread he is to eat and that he is to eat it in small meals through the entire day rather than have a main meal. He is to measure out the grains as a reminder to the people of the prophecy of Moses in Leviticus 26:26, Deuteronomy 28:51ff, that famine will strike the people. He is to take a small portion often, so that when anyone visits through the day they will see him eat this bread, and see him eat only a famine portion each time he eats. This is the lot of the people in the doomed city, but they will eat only once a day if at all. 
Not just food but water is also to be measured out, for that will be scarce also in the siege of Jerusalem and will be rationed to the people. He is working on less than 12 ounces of bread at a time and less than a pint of water. This is the depiction of a famine, and Ezekiel must be prepared to suffer through this year to accurately depict the suffering of the people to come. He must put himself and his comforts on hold to give the message to the people. The worst is yet to come for the prophet!

12  And thou shalt eat it as barley cakes, and thou shalt bake it with dung that cometh out of man, in their sight. 13  And the LORD said, Even thus shall the children of Israel eat their defiled bread among the Gentiles, whither I will drive them.

This was something that would only be done when all animals were dead; it was an extreme measure and would defile the eater of the bread. Ezekiel was a priest and so to empty his own toilet container, dry his own faeces and then use the dried matter to cook his bread. He was to do this in the open sight of the people. This was forbidden as a matter of the Mosaic Law, but is here ordered by the Lord to teach a principle. Leviticus 5:1-3, 7:21, Deuteronomy 23:10-14. 

It was such a disgusting thing to do that all the people will speak of the priest who plans to do, or does such a thing. As they stand with disgust and see him do this, and ask what it means, so then he is to tell them what it means, just as with each action. This man is ordered to do this for 390 days! The smell of any dung fire is awful, even when the faecal matter was dried and somewhat deodorized, and the taste of the bread made over such a fire would be tainted. Ezekiel is still to, say grace over and eat this bread for the full period of time. He is to actually suffer to ensure the message gets across, and so must all pastors be ready to suffer any indignity to get the truth across to God’s foolish people. There is not such thing as the dignity of the clergy, only the dignity of the truth, and all legitimate means are to be taken to get it across. This is the order of the Lord and it is to be published as the Lord’s order to the prophet, although he will find this too hard to follow.

14  Then said I, Ah Lord GOD! behold, my soul hath not been polluted: for from my youth up even till now have I not eaten of that which dieth of itself, or is torn in pieces; neither came there abominable flesh into my mouth. 15  Then he said unto me, Lo, I have given thee cow's dung for man's dung, and thou shalt prepare thy bread therewith.

All this is too hard for Ezekiel. It is such a violation of his upbringing that he cannot do it and asks the Lord to make it a little easier. This man is not standing on his dignity here, but feels so revolted by the order that he would rather die that do this. That of course is the Lord’s point, for that is exactly what most will do in Judah; they will die! The Lord is gracious to Ezekiel, just as he is gracious to us all, and he provides a way through this testing for him. 1 Corinthians 10:13.

He may substitute cows dung for human dung, and so make it a little more palatable for him, although still defiling. He must still break the Mosaic Law, and that is the test that must be met by him, for the people will be defiled and that image must be portrayed, but the Lord allows him to back away from the most graphic and worst aspect of the sign. Ezekiel has kept the Law to this point, never eating unclean animals, but he is ready to obey the Lord to make a point, but cannot stomach the specific order. God wants his people shocked, for only profound shock will move them, and Ezekiel has already been told this and knows it to be true. The Lord reveals to him the nature of the famine that will strike in Jerusalem and encourages the prophet, for the people there will suffer far worse things than he is asked to portray, for even cannibalism will break out as Lamentations passages make clear (below).

16  Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, behold, I will break the staff of bread in Jerusalem: and they shall eat bread by weight, and with care; and they shall drink water by measure, and with astonishment: 17  That they may want bread and water, and be astonied one with another, and consume away for their iniquity.

The “staff of bread” is the way of saying the certainty of basic food supplies, for they will all fail. Many will die of famine in the doomed city. The people there will be more shocked than the prophet was to be told to use human dung as his fire; they will look at one another in disbelief, for they have not seen such a judgment as comes upon them coming. They have remained in disobedience in spite of the words of Jeremiah and so they feel the full bafflement of a fool when found out in their foolishness for they have not seen it coming. The shock is at the highest level, and they all know that there is no escape. Psalms 60:3, Lamentations 1:11, 4:9-10, 5:9.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. WE MUST BE READY TO SUFFER IN THE WORK. There is no such thing as the “dignity of the clergy”, for we must be ready to do all tasks and suffer any privation for the Lord’s people’s sake. Going without food, clothing, money and reputation may be called upon at times and we are to accept the Lord’s direction in these things. Fasting is useful for this very reason, for all pastors at some times, in order to “keep our body under subjection”, and so to be sure that we are ruled by doctrine, not our appetites and desires.

2. OUR LIVES ARE TO BE OPEN TO THE LORD’S PEOPLE. As pastors we are meant to have our lives observed and be under scrutiny. Our behaviours are to be above reproach and we are to be without offence to our families and our neighbours.

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS

CHAPTER 5

EZEKIEL 5:1-4

“1  And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp knife, take thee a barber's razor, and cause it to pass upon thine head and upon thy beard: then take thee balances to weigh, and divide the hair. 2  Thou shalt burn with fire a third part in the midst of the city, when the days of the siege are fulfilled: and thou shalt take a third part, and smite about it with a knife: and a third part thou shalt scatter in the wind; and I will draw out a sword after them. 3  Thou shalt also take thereof a few in number, and bind them in thy skirts. 4  Then take of them again, and cast them into the midst of the fire, and burn them in the fire; for thereof shall a fire come forth into all the house of Israel.”

REFLECTION

1  And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp knife, take thee a barber's razor, and cause it to pass upon thine head and upon thy beard: then take thee balances to weigh, and divide the hair. 2  Thou shalt burn with fire a third part in the midst of the city, when the days of the siege are fulfilled: and thou shalt take a third part, and smite about it with a knife: and a third part thou shalt scatter in the wind; and I will draw out a sword after them.

To shave the head was a sign of grief, great distress, slavery, or a Nazarite vow. For the beard to be cut was to be put to disgrace. As part of the actions done through this period the prophet is also to publicly shave his hair and weigh the hair in balances. While the people crowd in to observe the lying on one side, the hot plate resting on it’s end, the carved brick of the siege, this is to be another sign for them to sit and mull over. Image after image is given to the people to draw them to the truth that they are under judgment, and that the people of the city of Jerusalem will suffer total defeat and most death. 

He is to take the hair (which stood for the glory of man and women) and to divide it into three piles. The first pile is to be burned on the brick sketch of the besieged city, the second pile is to be cut to pieces with a sharp knife, and the third is to be blown away into the winds and carried off. This parallels Jeremiah’s prophecy of the famine, disease and the sword which will carry away the vast majority of the people. Jeremiah 9:12-16, 14:11-12, 38:2, 42:21-22. Ezekiel is by action illustrating the truths that Jeremiah is preaching, and then he in turn is reinforcing Jeremiah’s words when the people ask what his actions mean. So God warns his people thoroughly and consistently and they are without excuse before him. 

Ezekiel must take an action here that no normal person in his culture would do, (shave all their hair off) for it was considered a disgrace for a Jewish man to be shaved and to go about with shaven head. It was the sign of the pagan Egyptian priest, the Nazarite vow or a very bad case of lice! Once again Ezekiel is challenged to see that his ministry is NOT ABOUT HIM; it is not about his distress, embarrassment, danger, shame or public disgrace. He is called to be totally focused upon the impact of his work for truth and conviction of the lost, not upon the impact of it upon himself. Just so, we all as pastors are called to put ourselves and our own desires and concern about “image” second to the desire to serve the Lord, and are to be ready to do any thing needed to fulfil the Lord’s will in reaching the flock with doctrinal truth, and reaching the lost with the Gospel message.
3  Thou shalt also take thereof a few in number, and bind them in thy skirts. 4  Then take of them again, and cast them into the midst of the fire, and burn them in the fire; for thereof shall a fire come forth into all the house of Israel

A very few hairs are to be bound into his garment as a sign that those who rest in his words, in obedience to the Lord will be delivered, but through fire. Those who survive the last siege will see all they loved burned to ashes. They will be delivered but suffer great loss, like all who follow after carnality rather than spirituality. 1 Corinthians 2:14-3:15. None will escape this judgment, for all of the nation has failed to be obedient to the Lord and flight will save none, only humility and obedience will deliver the survivors.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. MINISTRY IS NOT ABOUT US – IT IS ABOUT HIM AND HIS PEOPLE. We are to be Christ centred people, with our focus upon the “table service” of our Lord; in other words, we serve the food and drink of the Holy Spirit, the demand of God to be obedient to the living Word of God and walk in the power of the Holy Spirit.

2. BEFORE JUDGMENT THE LORD WARNS HIS PEOPLE AGAIN AND AGAIN. Judgment is the Lord’s “strange work”, Isaiah 28:21, and he moves only after great opportunity for change has been rejected by his people. The Lord seeks our blessing and judges only when that is the only way to deal with a persistently disobedient believer. Let us preach the full counsel of the Lord, teaching truth and accountability; in order that the people of God might stand in holiness and seriousness before him.

EZEKIEL 5:5-11

“5  Thus saith the Lord GOD; This is Jerusalem: I have set it in the midst of the nations and countries that are round about her. 6  And she hath changed my judgments into wickedness more than the nations, and my statutes more than the countries that are round about her: for they have refused my judgments and my statutes, they have not walked in them. 7  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye multiplied more than the nations that are round about you, and have not walked in my statutes, neither have kept my judgments, neither have done according to the judgments of the nations that are round about you; 8  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, am against thee, and will execute judgments in the midst of thee in the sight of the nations. 9  And I will do in thee that which I have not done, and whereunto I will not do any more the like, because of all thine abominations. 10  Therefore the fathers shall eat the sons in the midst of thee, and the sons shall eat their fathers; and I will execute judgments in thee, and the whole remnant of thee will I scatter into all the winds. 11  Wherefore, as I live, saith the Lord GOD; Surely, because thou hast defiled my sanctuary with all thy detestable things, and with all thine abominations, therefore will I also diminish thee; neither shall mine eye spare, neither will I have any pity.”

REFLECTION

5  Thus saith the Lord GOD; This is Jerusalem: I have set it in the midst of the nations and countries that are round about her. 6  And she hath changed my judgments into wickedness more than the nations, and my statutes more than the countries that are round about her: for they have refused my judgments and my statutes, they have not walked in them.

We could write Hebrews 10:31 over this section of this chapter, for it is a “fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God”. We could also write Deuteronomy 4:24, and Hebrews 12:29; “Our God is a consuming fire”. Judgment falls upon those who persist in sin. And the pastoral role involves the demand of the Lord to warn the unruly! 1 Thessalonians 5:14-15. Ezekiel has the same solemn responsibility we have to tell the truth and not allow any to fall into a sin unwarned.  In our day the principle of privacy has overwhelmed the demands of the Lord to obedience and holiness. Let us be biblical and Holy Spirit led in our service of the one who demands his standards not ours!

The Jewish people and the city of Jerusalem were placed in the midst of the nations to be as a light in a dark place, but they have by this day failed to be that light. Matthew 5:14-18. They were meant to stand for holiness and draw the nations to knowledge of the true God, but they instead entered into the paganism of their neighbours. The truth of God was reduced to wickedness, as the sexual immorality of the pagans became the norm amongst the people of God. They had not just become disobedient by this time, but had begun to actively reject the truth and refuse to follow the Lord’s directions in all things. 

Their rebellion had reached its fullest extent in these days, just as the Northern Kingdom’s had in 721 BC when they were destroyed.  They have fooled themselves into thinking that God had not seen their secret sins and that he would not act against them, but they were wrong, they were fatally wrong. So are we if we forget the Lord’s demands for holiness. Deuteronomy 4:1-28. Do not skip reading this passage! Look at every verse of Moses solemn warning to Israel, and then read verses 29-40, for it is these words that will come true for this people through Babylonian captivity, just as Moses had prophesied over eight hundred years before.  

7  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye multiplied more than the nations that are round about you, and have not walked in my statutes, neither have kept my judgments, neither have done according to the judgments of the nations that are round about you; 8  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, am against thee, and will execute judgments in the midst of thee in the sight of the nations.

The people had been blessed by many children and had grown as a nation under David and Solomon to wealth, power and influence amongst the nations, but they became corrupt, even in the days of the builder of the Temple! 1 Kings 10:1ff, 23-29, 11:1-10. This great evil was the seed of the death of the kingdom he and his father established and he could not blame his wives for turning his heart away from God, as his historian does, for he was tasked to convert his subjects and marry only the Lord’s anointed for him. 

His disobedience started the decline at the very point of greatest blessing for the nation.  Things went down hill from there, although at times having great wealth and power again. The nation at its greatest point may have numbered several million people but due to their disobedience it was reduced to just over ten, possibly twenty thousand survivors! Pause and reflect upon this catastrophe, and hear the words of the Lord here to them and through Moses, for this warning is to us also. No matter how powerful a people, how rich and how educated, they can be reduced to ashes in a generation if they forget the principles of the Lord their God and move away from biblical truth and follow after paganism. Refer to the BTB topical study on NATIONS – DESTINY OF NATIONS.

9  And I will do in thee that which I have not done, and whereunto I will not do any more the like, because of all thine abominations. 10  Therefore the fathers shall eat the sons in the midst of thee, and the sons shall eat their fathers; and I will execute judgments in thee, and the whole remnant of thee will I scatter into all the winds.

Cannibalism was a thing most horrid to all the peoples of the cultured Middle East, but child sacrifice was practised by the pagan nations around the Jewish people and they had started it under their evil king Manasseh, “passing their children through the fire” to Molech as part of sexual “worship”. 2 Chronicles 28:3, 33:6. It was such a great evil that it led to their destruction, and the punishment for it related to parents and children, for they were forced to such extremes of hunger that they ate their own children and then even their parents. All the natural bonds of family stability were broken during this siege, as they would be again in 70 AD when the Romans took the city. 

To reap the consequences of your actions is a terrible thing if the actions are evil, for the final evil will always be far worse than the one that started the chain of events. Moses himself had prophesied these things as the final indication that they had gone too far in their evil, and that when they saw these things they were to know that God had brought them down in order to recover them from such evils. Other prophets had also prophesied these things as final judgments on a corrupt nation. Leviticus 26:29, Deuteronomy 28:53-57, 64, 2 Kings 6:24-33, Isaiah 9:18-21, Jeremiah 19:4-9. 

The nation must come to the place where they see that their judgment is deserved and realize that the Lord has disciplined them and he alone can recover them. Through the exile this will happen. Psalms 44:9-26, Jeremiah 9:16, 23-25, 44:11-12, 15-16, 50:17, Amos 9:8-10, Zechariah 2:6, 7:14, Luke 21:24. 

We ought not to be confused about the judgment still being upon Israel, for while they are protected by the Lord, and have survived against odds, they must fight every day to survive, and this will be the norm until the false peace of the Anti-Christ, and then after the final battles of the Great Tribulation period, the true peace of the Messiah, when the Lord Jesus Christ comes again.   Zechariah 12:10ff.
11  Wherefore, as I live, saith the Lord GOD; Surely, because thou hast defiled my sanctuary with all thy detestable things, and with all thine abominations, therefore will I also diminish thee; neither shall mine eye spare, neither will I have any pity

The defilement of the very Temple itself with false worship, and the city and it’s outskirts with pagan altars and groves for sexual sins; all these things had meant that Jerusalem had been rendered defiled and dirty beyond measure and was fit only for destruction. The people had enjoyed these things, saw no problem with their compromised religion, and had consistently refused to change. They had welcomed Josiah’s great Passover, but still wanted to go back to their pagan worship also, and his sons keen following of the paganism around them tells us that even Josiah was unable to convert his own family from the sins of Manasseh! 2 Kings 23 – 25. 

The Lord’s solemn words to the people are prefixed by an interesting phrase, “as I live, saith the Lord”. It echoes the words of the Lord in the days of Moses as he faced rebellion then. Numbers 14:26-35. The warning against a repeat performance of the disobedience of their fathers is given by the Psalmist before, and the author of Hebrews later. Psalms 95:6-11, Hebrews 3:7 – 4:12. Read these passages carefully, for the application principles apply to our own compromising days, just as they did to the 580s BC and the 70s AD. There is no rest for the wicked! Isaiah 57:20-21, Matthew 21:41. We inherit the promises of God by obedience and faith alone. Genesis 22:16-17, Hebrews 6:11-20.

From a large, prosperous and numerous nation they will be diminished to a fraction of one percent of their numbers at the greatest point. The Lord has been gracious to them right up to this point, but once the final judgment begins it will continue until it is over. The Lord will not stop until the work is done! For those who speculate on how many will survive from Israel through the Great Tribulation period, this may be our clue; and it means that less than one percent of the total population of Israel will still be alive when the Lord finally returns! 

The catastrophe of those evil days parallels these days here. This makes sense of the Lord’s words in Matthew 24:22, and Mark 13:20. In the fourteenth century of our era when plague swept through Europe one third of the total population appears to have died, and that was not a direct judgment as such! When a people go too far from God and he moves against them they can expect to lose far more than a third of their people.  As we have seen in Isaiah, Jeremiah and as we will see in Ezekiel, the Lord still saves and delivers people from the very midst of the time of judgment, through their faith and repentance, but the majority die at this time due to persistence in rebellion against the will of God.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. THE ONLY SAFE PLACE IN LIFE IS THE LORD’S WILL FOR YOU. There is no hope nor any safety outside the Lord’s will for the believer. In the midst of troubled times the believer can walk in the Lord with confidence, but outside the Lord’s will with real fear. Remember Pastor, the problem with the Western church is that it has gone to sleep and is lukewarm! Believers are so used to clean water and safe food that they no longer say grace over them, and they are used to walking outside without fear a mosquito might kill them with a pierce of it’s needle, and so they walk carelessly through this world. We live in an unsafe world for those outside the Lord’s Will. Let us preach prayerful, Holy Spirit filled, living every time we open our mouths to speak. It may be we can save our generation from it’s casual walk to destruction, just as Ezekiel saved the Exiles through his faithful preaching over many difficult years. Let us not “wimp out” as the pressure builds.

2. THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH. We get casual with sin and evil to our peril, for all sin is seen by the Lord and all the pleasant distractions of our day, that draw people away from the truth will lead, if unchecked, to death. We have two paths before us every day; the path of life through Spirit filled walking, and the path of death, through disobedience to the truth of the Word of God. As pastors of the Lord let us preach truth and blow the trumpet of the Lord to awake his sleeping saints to the realities that surround them.

EZEKIEL 5:12-17

“12  A third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and with famine shall they be consumed in the midst of thee: and a third part shall fall by the sword round about thee; and I will scatter a third part into all the winds, and I will draw out a sword after them. 13  Thus shall mine anger be accomplished, and I will cause my fury to rest upon them, and I will be comforted: and they shall know that I the LORD have spoken it in my zeal, when I have accomplished my fury in them. 14  Moreover I will make thee waste, and a reproach among the nations that are round about thee, in the sight of all that pass by. 15  So it shall be a reproach and a taunt, an instruction and an astonishment unto the nations that are round about thee, when I shall execute judgments in thee in anger and in fury and in furious rebukes. I the LORD have spoken it. 16  When I shall send upon them the evil arrows of famine, which shall be for their destruction, and which I will send to destroy you: and I will increase the famine upon you, and will break your staff of bread: 17  So will I send upon you famine and evil beasts, and they shall bereave thee: and pestilence and blood shall pass through thee; and I will bring the sword upon thee. I the LORD have spoken it.”

REFLECTION

12  A third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and with famine shall they be consumed in the midst of thee: and a third part shall fall by the sword round about thee; and I will scatter a third part into all the winds, and I will draw out a sword after them. 13  Thus shall mine anger be accomplished, and I will cause my fury to rest upon them, and I will be comforted: and they shall know that I the LORD have spoken it in my zeal, when I have accomplished my fury in them.

There is a 100% casualty rate in this judgment; there will be no escape. Those who run down to Egypt will be caught there when Nebuchadnezzar’s armies arrive in Egypt in the 570s. They will find safety only in acceptance of the Lord’s will for them and bowing before him in humility; there is no escape anywhere else. Jeremiah has prophesied these things and Ezekiel backs him up. Jeremiah 42:16-22, 43:10-11, 44:27.  

The Lord is furious with his people, with a holy hatred of their sins; as they will not cast them off, they must experience his fury at their sin and them together. This is the heart of the concept of the Lord’s judgment upon them; it will become blessing as soon as the separate themselves from their rejection of his Word and Will. His anger will “sit/rest on them” until they repent. Israel today remains under the judgment of the Lord because of their sinful rejection of their Messiah, and only as they accept him will the judgment lift fully and finally. They will finally see in Babylon, that they have deserved everything that has befallen them and they will accept it from the Lord and serve him again in holiness. Jeremiah 25:11-15, Lamentations 4:11, 22, Daniel 9:1-6. On their return the people, led by Ezra and Nehemiah, acknowledge their sins freely and confess. Nehemiah 8:3-11, 9:3-4, 30-37.

14  Moreover I will make thee waste, and a reproach among the nations that are round about thee, in the sight of all that pass by. 15  So it shall be a reproach and a taunt, an instruction and an astonishment unto the nations that are round about thee, when I shall execute judgments in thee in anger and in fury and in furious rebukes. I the LORD have spoken it.

This also was said by Jeremiah and is repeated to the people of the Exile, so that by the two voices raised in unison the people might receive and accept the truth of the judgment upon them and not simply seek the exile to be over, but their sin that caused it to be over! Psalms 74:3-10, 79:1-9. The judgment repeats also the words of Moses from eight hundred years before warning the people that this is exactly what God would do if they did not repent. Leviticus 26:32-46, Deuteronomy 28:37, 45-51, Jeremiah 19:8, 24:9-10, 42:18-22. 

They were meant to be the instructors of the nations around about in the holiness of the Lord, but instead they served evil and practised sin and so were judged by the one who tasked them to be the light of the world. Their judgment will achieve however what their failed mission did not; the nations around them will see the truth about the Lord and his standards from the fall of Israel and Judah. Deuteronomy 29:24-28, Isaiah 66:15-17, Jeremiah 22:8-9, 1 Corinthians 10:6-13. Either in blessing or judgment, the Lord will glorify his holy name. 

16  When I shall send upon them the evil arrows of famine, which shall be for their destruction, and which I will send to destroy you: and I will increase the famine upon you, and will break your staff of bread: 17  So will I send upon you famine and evil beasts, and they shall bereave thee: and pestilence and blood shall pass through thee; and I will bring the sword upon thee. I the LORD have spoken it.

The famine was indeed terrible in the city during the siege. 2 Kings 25:3. It was as Moses had prophesied and as Jeremiah had warned also. Deuteronomy 32:23-24, Jeremiah 15:1-4, Lamentations 3:12. Each judgment is clearly stated to be the Lord’s doing, so that the people know that this has come directly from the Lord to them as the natural spiritual consequence for their rebellion. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. THERE IS NO ESCAPE FROM THE JUSTICE OF GOD. Man’s courts and tribunals can be fooled, and often are, but the court of God is never mocked. The Lord judges his people. If we face the discipline of the Lord let us quickly get to our knees and do business with the Lord our God before we are destroyed in disobedience. God is love, and he will not let us go too far in disobedience before removing us from this life. Let us preach the dangers of sin and the dangers of the “Sin Unto Death” also.

2. THE PRINCIPLES UPON WHICH GOD ACTS ARE CLEARLY STATED IN SCRIPTURE. We all stand without excuse before the Lord if we have not read the words that will save us. Confession of sin alone saves us, and obedience to the revealed truth of scripture alone keeps us safe. We walk in the filling of the Holy Spirit, or we walk into disaster. Pastors, let us preach this with focused spiritual power.
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CHAPTER 6

EZEKIEL 6:1-7 - THE IDOLATERS JUDGED

6:1  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying :2  Son of man, set thy face toward the mountains of Israel, and prophesy against them, 3  And say, Ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD to the mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys; Behold, I, even I, will bring a sword upon you, and I will destroy your high places. 4  And your altars shall be desolate, and your images shall be broken: and I will cast down your slain men before your idols. 5  And I will lay the dead carcases of the children of Israel before their idols; and I will scatter your bones round about your altars. 6  In all your dwellingplaces the cities shall be laid waste, and the high places shall be desolate; that your altars may be laid waste and made desolate, and your idols may be broken and cease, and your images may be cut down, and your works may be abolished. 7  And the slain shall fall in the midst of you, and ye shall know that I am the LORD.

REFLECTION

6:1  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying :2  Son of man, set thy face toward the mountains of Israel, and prophesy against them, 3  And say, Ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD to the mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys; Behold, I, even I, will bring a sword upon you, and I will destroy your high places.

From the very beginning of the nation’s history under Moses, and even under the Patriarchs themselves, idolatry was the enemy of the spiritual life of the people of God. It was the central forbidden activity under the Mosaic Law. We can say that opposition to idolatry of all forms is the central core of the Mosaic Law; giving honour to the Lord alone, never to worship any created thing. Exodus 20:1-6. 

All the blessings and cursings flow from man’s response to the provisions of the Law in relation to this matter. If a believer in the Lord moves in the direction of idolatry they leave the path of blessing and enter the path of cursing, and their life will end in disaster. These things were made clear by Moses, as we have seen many times before, and the people of Ezekiel’s day had eight hundred years of warning before they plunged into disaster.

What causes a godly people to walk away from the Lord their God? I have phrased this question in the present tense, because we remain today in as much danger as the people of the prophet’s day.  The source of danger remains the same; it is a casualness towards the Word of God, and a fatal belief that absolute obedience may not be required, and that God “winks at” our indiscretions and is not fanatical in his demands. This liberal viewpoint was the killer of Ezekiel’s generation and is the destroyer of our own. The Lord God will allow no paganism to share his people’s lives, and he is “zealous” for our soul’s health, and that means he is fanatical about idolatry, and will not allow it without the sternest discipline upon those disobedient enough to practise it. Isaiah 27:9, Jeremiah 2:18-22, 3:6, 23, Ezekiel 36:1-4.

The mountains were the places where, from the pagan viewpoint, “close to the heavens”, they would worship the “hosts of heaven”. The carnal believers talked themselves around to this activity saying, “after all we are just worshipping the Lord, but through the Sun and Moon and the Stars, which he made”. It was the same lie that Aaron practised by making the Golden Calf. Exodus 32:1-6, Deuteronomy 9:9-21. (Compare to the clear command of Exodus 20:23).

Idolatry was the “normal” thing for the peoples of this day to practise, and to worship the Lord without any “aids” to worship like a statue representing him was unusual and seemed a bit extreme to most people. The people of Israel quickly got Aaron to get their common worship back and make a golden calf they could see, rather than just slay a real calf to the invisible God that they couldn’t see. The Golden Calf was supposed to stand for the sacrifice and they theologically argued that they were still worshipping the same god, just in a way they were more used to! It was a dangerous lie and it nearly proved fatal to the people, but for Moses prayers for them they would all have died that very day. 

The Lord makes it clear here and in later passages that idolatry is fatal if followed. We are to take the worship of the Lord seriously, and worship him in “spirit and in truth”, John 4:23-24, 8:32-46, 14:6, 16:13, 17:17. If worship is not spiritual, then it is carnal, and as such it is “wood, hay and stubble” in God’s sight and of no value at all. It is this absolute distinction between truth and falsehood that we must understand; the Lord accepts the truth only, and will not accept any mixed worship. 1 John 1:5-7, 2:15-17.

The other sites for pagan worship, other than mountains, were hill tops anywhere, and by streams of running water. The latter would be the places of prayer for God’s people throughout their history, as water baptisms could occur there, but pagan rituals of any sort was forbidden. Acts 16:13. The Jewish people finally learned this lesson only through Babylonian captivity.  Ezekiel is to preach against all the places of idol worship. He is to tell them that no place will be spared, but the sword of the Lord in the hands of the Babylonians will fall where-ever they try to secretly worship evil. One hundred years before these days the prophet Micah had called to the people the same way. Micah 6:1-9. 

4  And your altars shall be desolate, and your images shall be broken: and I will cast down your slain men before your idols. 5  And I will lay the dead carcasses of the children of Israel before their idols; and I will scatter your bones round about your altars.

The people who worship at these places will be cut down by the swords of their enemies and cast at the feet of their smashed idols and their broken altars. The enemy always killed the people in front of their “gods” and they scattered their body parts around the altars of the gods to defile the area and insult that nation’s gods by demonstrating that their gods couldn’t keep them safe. These people took their children to the pagan sites, and were doing it even as the enemy armies closed in upon them, and the result would be that the children and their parents would all be slain and their dead bodies cast around the false altars. 
Their false religion was to prove fatal to them! It was to be exactly as Moses had prophesied. Leviticus 26:30. The good king Josiah had tried to eliminate the false altars and he himself slew all he found worshipping in such places. 2 Kings 23:4-20. He ruthlessly put down idolatry, but the desire for this evil went deeply in the people and they quickly went back to their paganism after Josiah’s death, and did so with relish. 2 Chronicles 36:8, 15-16. 

6  In all your dwelling places the cities shall be laid waste, and the high places shall be desolate; that your altars may be laid waste and made desolate, and your idols may be broken and cease, and your images may be cut down, and your works may be abolished. 7  And the slain shall fall in the midst of you, and ye shall know that I am the LORD.

These people had accepted the compromise religion of paganism in order to give themselves “good luck” and prosperity, for the pagan religions centred round prosperity and fertility. Why do Christians today follow the stars and horoscopes and practise Feng Shui and other “good luck” practises? It is a deep part of our pagan past and is always with us, and is to be resisted and fled from! 1 Corinthians 6:18, 10:14, 1 Thessalonians 5:22, 1 Timothy 6:10-11, James 4:7. 

They were keen for the “comforts of home”, and they wanted wealth and pleasant days in the sun with prosperity and a polite religion that didn’t interfere in their immorality and sexual pleasures. Like their ancestors they sought the “leeks and garlic of Egypt”. Like Solomon their hearts were led astray by lusts that they failed to resist. They wanted life style – the Lord wanted holiness before him, and obedience to his Law. Numbers 11:5-10, Deuteronomy 17:16-20, 1 Kings 10:22-29, 11:1-10. 

It was this pre-occupation with life style and keeping up with the nations around about that led to lust replacing holiness. We are not called to be like our neighbours in wealth and it’s showiness, but to be different to them and a witness to them. We are called to cause them to lift their eyes to heaven, not to the car we have in our garage, or the size and wealth of our house and it’s contents! 

When God’s people get distracted by the trappings of the wealth of this world they cease to minister heavenly things, and they have already entered into idolatry, which is defined as the worship of things ahead of or alongside to God. It is this last fact that escapes the notice of most; they think they can have it both ways! The result of trying to live in both worlds is death and destruction of all you have worshipped. We are specifically ordered not to be “entangled” by the things and cares of this life. 2 Timothy 2:3ff.  We are ordered to separate ourselves from even the appearance of evil in order to serve the Lord with a pure witness to the truth. Refer to the BTB doctrinal studies on CHRISTIAN LIFE – SEPARATION, SERVICE, and MODEL SERVANT.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. NO COMPROMISE WITH EVEN THE APPEARANCE OF EVIL. We are to be visibly different from our unsaved neighbours, relatives and friends. We are to be a reminder that the Lord demands different standards of his people, and that living for things, is not his plan for our brief time here. The prosperity gospel is a false, lying gospel, distracting believers from the heaven called task of evangelism, to building wealth and power here. All physical wealth we have in this life we leave behind, and the only wealth we are to have desires for is the wealth of the REWARDS AND CROWNS of the Lord’s service.

2. BE SURE YOUR SINS WILL FIND YOU OUT. If we confess our sins and turn from them they are removed from us and are hidden forever, never to be mentioned again, but if we persist in compromise religion we will die in error and disgrace. There is no escape from the consequences of deliberate sin and evil, no matter how spiritual sounding the words used to justify it. As pastors the main danger our people face, and the one we are to warn them of every week, is the danger of compromise and distraction from truth to error.

EZEKIEL 6: 8-14

6:8  Yet will I leave a remnant, that ye may have some that shall escape the sword among the nations, when ye shall be scattered through the countries. 9  And they that escape of you shall remember me among the nations whither they shall be carried captives, because I am broken with their whorish heart, which hath departed from me, and with their eyes, which go a whoring after their idols: and they shall lothe themselves for the evils which they have committed in all their abominations. 10  And they shall know that I am the LORD, and that I have not said in vain that I would do this evil unto them. 11  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Smite with thine hand, and stamp with thy foot, and say, Alas for all the evil abominations of the house of Israel! for they shall fall by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence. 12  He that is far off shall die of the pestilence; and he that is near shall fall by the sword; and he that remaineth and is besieged shall die by the famine: thus will I accomplish my fury upon them. 13  Then shall ye know that I am the LORD, when their slain men shall be among their idols round about their altars, upon every high hill, in all the tops of the mountains, and under every green tree, and under every thick oak, the place where they did offer sweet savour to all their idols. 14  So will I stretch out my hand upon them, and make the land desolate, yea, more desolate than the wilderness toward Diblath, in all their habitations: and they shall know that I am the LORD.

REFLECTION

6:8  Yet will I leave a remnant, that ye may have some that shall escape the sword among the nations, when ye shall be scattered through the countries. 9  And they that escape of you shall remember me among the nations whither they shall be carried captives, because I am broken with their whorish heart, which hath departed from me, and with their eyes, which go a whoring after their idols: and they shall loathe themselves for the evils which they have committed in all their abominations.

In our days we have many voices raised from psychology attacking the very concept of self loathing, and trying to build people’s self esteem without reference to sin. God’s way to build self esteem is to build it “in Christ Jesus”, and that is possible only after sin and evil has been dealt with thoroughly. Refer the BTB doctrinal study – CHRISTIAN LIFE – POSITION IN CHRIST. 1 Corinthians 11:31-32. 

A remnant will be saved, and the majority of them already are by the time Ezekiel begins his ministry, for the group of exiles from his and Daniel’s groups will form the majority of the survivors. As we have seen possibly less than 1% of the population survives! The salt principle applies here. Matthew 5:13. To be a good preservative salt must be present to at least a 5% level to preserve meat and other products. 

Abraham in his prayers for Sodom recognized this ancient principle, which is why he stopped praying for Sodom when he got to ten people, for he knew that even if only the family and in-laws of Lot were still spiritually active there, then there was hope for Sodom’s salvation. But he also recognized that there was a level below which the nation would not be preserved, just as there is a level of salt in meat that will not be enough to stop it rotting. Genesis 18:20-33. By the days of Zedekiah that low level had been reached and the few believers would be saved from the midst of the nation, but only through captivity. It is only as they remember the Lord in their Exile that they will be delivered. Leviticus 26:40ff, Deuteronomy 4:29-31, 30:1-6, Psalms 78, Jeremiah 3:6-15. 

Notice the impact of sin and evil upon the heart of the Lord towards them. The Lord’s heart is broken because of their behaviour; that is compared to that of a common whore, but their “whorish heart” needs to be broken towards God in order for them to be delivered. They have gone after any lust they felt and satiated it without reference to morality or the specific rules of God for them as his holy nation, and unless they thoroughly repent with “godly sorrow”, they will not be saved. 

When we speak of “Confession of Sin” we speak of naming our sins before the Lord, fully recognizing what we have done and bringing them before the only one who can forgive and cleanse us from all iniquity. 2 Corinthians 7:8-10, 1 John 1:5-10. The Lord however told parables to warn us against casual reformation of our life without genuine and life changing repentance, for the enemy is powerful and will quickly reclaim a life built on hypocrisy, play acting, or falsehood. Matthew 13:1-7, 18-22, Luke 11:21-26. 

Genuine repentance will lead to genuine change. If there is not a change of fruit in the life, then there is not genuine repentance! Proverbs 26:11, 2 Peter 2:20-22. Jesus is very blunt concerning false or fake repentance, and pretend faith. If there is no fruit of righteousness in the life, then there is no genuine relationship with God, or any forgiveness for sins, for they prove themselves sons of the devil by their family resemblance in behaviours. Matthew 7:13-23, Galatians 5:16-24. If a person’s religion is hypocrisy, then the clear message of scripture is, they will suffer judgment, and the wages they are owed for their sins will be paid in full.

10  And they shall know that I am the LORD, and that I have not said in vain that I would do this evil unto them. 11  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Smite with thine hand, and stamp with thy foot, and say, Alas for all the evil abominations of the house of Israel! for they shall fall by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence.

Verse ten reminds us that these people really thought the Lord would let them by with their sins and not judge them at all. This same false viewpoint haunts our own day; with people speaking of the “god of love” and indicating by their talk that the Lord will not judge sin and in the end all will be forgiven and we will all be there in heaven, with the evil members of the family somehow purified and good. 

This fantasy religion has been around since the beginning of time. It is as false now as it was in the days of Ezekiel and Jeremiah, but it has as many adherents now as then! The majority of people today believe in an after life, and believe that “all will be well then”, so that they are in heaven without any payment accepted for sin, for sin and evil are not acknowledged. Jeremiah 5:12-14, 44:16-19. It is the blood-less religion of Cain that we see here and right through until now, for Satan’s main strategy has always been to tell mankind that, “it doesn’t matter; God will overlook it!” Refer to the BTB doctrinal study, CAIN AND ABEL, and then ANGELS – SATANIC REVIVAL

They are still clinging to their sins, while living in false hope and practicing fake faith. The picture in verse eleven is one of the total despair of a person who realizes too late that they are in a hopeless position. The army of Babylon was vast when compared to the small army of Judah, especially after they had lost all their senior officers when Jehoiachin was taken into captivity. 2 Kings 24:14. It will only be when they face the over whelming realization of total destruction that they will acknowledge that all this has come to them because of their persistent sins. They will then cry alas, but too late to save themselves from disaster. They will all fall by the plagues, the famine or the sword, and they will all then know that it could have been avoided. They will persist in their sins until there is no remedy except death. 2 Chronicles 36:14-16. 

12  He that is far off shall die of the pestilence; and he that is near shall fall by the sword; and he that remaineth and is besieged shall die by the famine: thus will I accomplish my fury upon them. 13  Then shall ye know that I am the LORD, when their slain men shall be among their idols round about their altars, upon every high hill, in all the tops of the mountains, and under every green tree, and under every thick oak, the place where they did offer sweet savour to all their idols. 14  So will I stretch out my hand upon them, and make the land desolate, yea, more desolate than the wilderness toward Diblath, in all their habitations: and they shall know that I am the LORD

They have two ways placed before them, just as we have today, and all mankind has until the end. We can take the road that leads to destruction or the “narrow way” of God’s holy will that leads to eternal life. The Lord’s words need to be read carefully, reflected upon seriously, and preached strongly by all pastors who would, like Ezekiel and Jeremiah, speak the truth in genuine love for their neighbours. Matthew 7:13-14, Luke 13:23-30, Ephesians 4:15. 

There is no escape from the justice and righteousness of the Lord their God. They either walk his way or into judgment. Their determined choices to walk into evil will be honoured by the Lord and they will get exactly what such a life style choice entails. No person can complain when they receive the wages of sin, for if that is their choice, they must expect God to honour that choice and give them what is coming to them. 

Now of course we see in every court, on every day, that evil men and women expect to get away with their sins and have no consequences for their actions. They have enjoyed their pagan nature worship and have taken great pleasure in their worship under the oaks, and so their persistence will bring it’s “reward”. The land itself will have rest and the great trees that have been the sites of pagan worship will be cut down and used by the armies for their sieges, and the land itself will be left desolate for over fifty years and new trees will grow without paganism defiling them. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH. There are only two paths in this life, and the choices each person makes determine their destiny, without them having any cause for complaint about the choices or the consequences.

2. FORGIVENESS REMAINS AN OPEN OFFER, EVEN UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE, BUT OPPORTUNITY FOR LIFE AND SERVICE MAY BE LOST FOREVER. Many of the people who died may have dealt with their sins before they passed from this life, but though saved they lost all hope for this life and any eternal rewards. The SIN UNTO DEATH  [see page 63] is waiting for all who persist in their evil.

3. GENUINE REPENTANCE LEADS TO LIFE CHANGE. The Lord’s words are very clear on this matter. If a person’s life has not changed, then they are not saved, but still walk towards hell, even though they may have a Bible under their arm. We are to preach the truth about the “FRUIT” that is evidence of the life transforming power of the Holy Spirit. Where the Holy Spirit lives there is evidence of his presence, so we may make two deductions. No fruit = no relationship with God! No fruit = no salvation!

4. HEAVEN’S GATES ARE OPENED BY THE LORD ALONE! Without living fellowship with the Lord there is no entry into heaven. It will not be alright in the by and by for those without a living relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ! 

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SEPARATION


CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE – MODEL SERVANT
CAIN AND ABEL

ANGELS:  SATANIC REVIVAL

CHAPTER 7

EZEKIEL 7:1-14

7:1  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Also, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD unto the land of Israel; An end, the end is come upon the four corners of the land. 3  Now is the end come upon thee, and I will send mine anger upon thee, and will judge thee according to thy ways, and will recompense upon thee all thine abominations. 4  And mine eye shall not spare thee, neither will I have pity: but I will recompense thy ways upon thee, and thine abominations shall be in the midst of thee: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 5  Thus saith the Lord GOD; An evil, an only evil, behold, is come. 6  An end is come, the end is come: it watcheth for thee; behold, it is come. 7  The morning is come unto thee, O thou that dwellest in the land: the time is come, the day of trouble is near, and not the sounding again of the mountains. 8  Now will I shortly pour out my fury upon thee, and accomplish mine anger upon thee: and I will judge thee according to thy ways, and will recompense thee for all thine abominations. 9  And mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: I will recompense thee according to thy ways and thine abominations that are in the midst of thee; and ye shall know that I am the LORD that smiteth. 10  Behold the day, behold, it is come: the morning is gone forth; the rod hath blossomed, pride hath budded. 11  Violence is risen up into a rod of wickedness: none of them shall remain, nor of their multitude, nor of any of their's: neither shall there be wailing for them. 12  The time is come, the day draweth near: let not the buyer rejoice, nor the seller mourn: for wrath is upon all the multitude thereof. 13  For the seller shall not return to that which is sold, although they were yet alive: for the vision is touching the whole multitude thereof, which shall not return; neither shall any strengthen himself in the iniquity of his life. 14  They have blown the trumpet, even to make all ready; but none goes to the battle: for my wrath is upon all the multitude thereof.

REFLECTION

1  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Also, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD unto the land of Israel; An end, the end is come upon the four corners of the land. 3  Now is the end come upon thee, and I will send mine anger upon thee, and will judge thee according to thy ways, and will recompense upon thee all thine abominations.

It is the end now for the rebellion of the people of the land. This new message has the same theme as the earlier ones, but the word “END” is the key to its power. When you give a message it is always important that the people walk away with a phrase or a word that sums it up. The word these people get from Ezekiel is “END”, for their game and their life is over! Three times the word “end” is used, and this sort of repetition is designed to underline the message of finality. Deuteronomy 32:20, Jeremiah 5:31, 51:13-14. They ought to have heeded the words of the prophets, but they did not, and so must now face the end of all they loved ahead of God. 1 Peter 4:7.

Three judgments are noted. 

Firstly they receive the anger of the Lord rather than his love towards them as his children. They have driven away his love and so all that is left is anger at their sin and ungrateful evils. 

Secondly they will be judged formally. The standard is God’s holy standard, and they will be judged according to how their ways measure up to God’s ways. Revelation 20:12. People who reject God’s work for them are selecting their own works as their justification. They will be judged according to their works then and condemned on the basis that they themselves have chosen! 

Thirdly they will receive “recompense” for the terrible evils they have done. They will not receive simple judgment for their choices, but will also receive additional punishments in accordance with the evils they have done to others. The sins of these people have been against God as their Lord, but also against other people, and they will receive specific punishments for these great evils. Their paganism has not been harmless, indeed it led directly to the death of many, and their immorality broke marriages and families. They will be judged for their rejection of the Lord, and they will receive punishments according to the hurt done to the innocent.

4  And mine eye shall not spare thee, neither will I have pity: but I will recompense thy ways upon thee, and thine abominations shall be in the midst of thee: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.

They still cling to their liberal belief system; that all will be alright in the end and God will let them off with their sins. They are told again, that this is a filthy lie, and that the Lord will not turn away from judgment now. They may repent to save their lives, but their nation is doomed. They will receive full payment for their sins, and all their abominations will be seen destroyed around them. They have lived for their evils and made their gardens and their forests scenes for immorality and idolatry so all will be burned and destroyed. Their pleasant gardens, houses, and trees will all be destroyed because of the great evil they have practised within them. Jeremiah 13:14,16:17-18, Zechariah 11:4-6, Amos 3:1-10.

5  Thus saith the Lord GOD; An evil, an only evil, behold, is come. 6  An end is come, the end is come: it watcheth for thee; behold, it is come. 7  The morning is come unto thee, O thou that dwellest in the land: the time is come, the day of trouble is near, and not the sounding again of the mountains.

When you select evil as your path in life you must not complain that evil comes into your life in all its awfulness. The prophet, using words from the Lord, makes their judgment very personal, as if they are being hunted by a living thing. They have lived as if the dawn of judgment would not come, but like the sun rising, it now emerges from the darkness that has cloaked their sins, and the light will reveal all their evil and their end. God is light and the light reveals the hidden things of darkness. John 3:16-21. Refer to the BTB study on LIGHT. Isaiah 22:5.

8  Now will I shortly pour out my fury upon thee, and accomplish mine anger upon thee: and I will judge thee according to thy ways, and will recompense thee for all thine abominations. 9  And mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: I will recompense thee according to thy ways and thine abominations that are in the midst of thee; and ye shall know that I am the LORD that smiteth.

This is almost a word for word repetition of the earlier chapter, reminding us that repetition is bona fide in the Lord’s works, for he wants the hearers to have no excuse for their rebellion. Lest they be confused about the source of their judgment, the prophet again reminds them that it is the Lord their God who smites them. They have refused his blessing so they must now accept his judgment, for there is no third alternative! Micah 6:6-9, Romans 8:13, Galatians 6:7-8.

10  Behold the day, behold, it is come: the morning is gone forth; the rod hath blossomed, pride hath budded. 11  Violence is risen up into a rod of wickedness: none of them shall remain, nor of their multitude, nor of any of their's: neither shall there be wailing for them.

The day of their judgment has dawned, and it is too late to turn the clock back and have a different life. They have persisted until the last day and ignored the warnings, keeping on believing that all will be well and they will escape. The last day dawns red as the portent of their disaster. The Babylonian Army wore red tunics, as the Assyrians had before them, and as the Romans will after them. They will sweep in over the hills and kill all they meet. The first wave of the enemy was designed and ordered to produce terror amongst the population and so lower the resistance to fight for the rest. They were very successful! 

These people have surrounded themselves with friends doing the same, and with the trappings of their wealth. They had provided for their retirement and for their burial, but there will be non alive to bury or mourn them, and all they have valued will be stolen or destroyed by the enemy who are sweeping in. As Ezekiel speaks these words the Babylonians army prepares for it’s next campaign and the day will come when the trumpets will sound and they will march off from the Euphrates and head for Jerusalem and Judah. What has kept these people blind to the reality of God’s inevitable judgment? Proverbs 14:3, 16:18. 

12  The time is come, the day draweth near: let not the buyer rejoice, nor the seller mourn: for wrath is upon all the multitude thereof. 13  For the seller shall not return to that which is sold, although they were yet alive: for the vision is touching the whole multitude thereof, which shall not return; neither shall any strengthen himself in the iniquity of his life.

They have been like the people in the days of Noah and Lot. Matthew 24:36-39, Luke 17:26-30. They have ignored the reality of judgment for their evil ways and carried on their business planning.  They have been planning business deals, and business trips, and their investments, but not thought about sin and eternity. They can build bigger barns, but they have built them in unrighteousness, and so all their work is for another to receive. They can plan their work around the weather, and they have become good weather forecasters, but have failed to see the signs of their doom! They have thought about everything except the truth of judgment. Matthew 16:3, Luke 12:18-21, 47-56. 

14  They have blown the trumpet, even to make all ready; but none goes to the battle: for my wrath is upon all the multitude thereof.

They have made preparations for war, and each man has been training for the battle that is to come, but they have been training in foolishness, for they are no match for the professional army that is coming their way soon. They are unprepared and unready for the mighty forces that will be released upon them, for Nebuchadnezzar will call upon all his allies to besiege the cities of Judah and, Scythians archers and Median cavalry, and even Persian archers and cavalry will join in the Babylonians army to enjoy the spoil of Judah. The pathetic forces of Judah practise responding to their trumpet calls of alarm, but when they sound for real they will be unable to do anything to keep themselves safe, for the Lord is fighting against them now and he has determined their end.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. TO FIGHT AGAINST GOD IS TO LOSE. The carnal believer fights God and will receive discipline, and the unbeliever fights God and will receive final judgment for their evil. 

2. GOD IS ABSOLUTELY JUST. These people will receive all that is coming to them, and we will also, either as a result of our sins, or our salvation. Man is judged for all sin and evil unless he steps under the covering of the Blood of Christ. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study on BLOOD SACRIFICE.

3. SATAN’S MAIN TOOL TO SEPARATE MAN FROM ETERNAL LIFE IS DISTRACTION. Satan specializes in distracting people from eternal realities by getting them busy in business, wealth accumulation, family life, cars, jobs, power politics or any thing other than God’s holiness. All that comes between men and God is idolatry! Idolatry still reigns supreme amongst fallen mankind, and it is our target in evangelism as we seek using the Word of God to waken those tranquilized by the “stuff” of this life.

EZEKIEL 7:15-27

7:15  The sword is without, and the pestilence and the famine within: he that is in the field shall die with the sword; and he that is in the city, famine and pestilence shall devour him. 16  But they that escape of them shall escape, and shall be on the mountains like doves of the valleys, all of them mourning, every one for his iniquity. 17  All hands shall be feeble, and all knees shall be weak as water. 18  They shall also gird themselves with sackcloth, and horror shall cover them; and shame shall be upon all faces, and baldness upon all their heads. 19  They shall cast their silver in the streets, and their gold shall be removed: their silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the LORD: they shall not satisfy their souls, neither fill their bowels: because it is the stumbling block of their iniquity. 20  As for the beauty of his ornament, he set it in majesty: but they made the images of their abominations and of their detestable things therein: therefore have I set it far from them. 21  And I will give it into the hands of the strangers for a prey, and to the wicked of the earth for a spoil; and they shall pollute it. 22  My face will I turn also from them, and they shall pollute my secret place: for the robbers shall enter into it, and defile it. 23  Make a chain: for the land is full of bloody crimes, and the city is full of violence. 24  Wherefore I will bring the worst of the heathen, and they shall possess their houses: I will also make the pomp of the strong to cease; and their holy places shall be defiled. 25  Destruction cometh; and they shall seek peace, and there shall be none. 26  Mischief shall come upon mischief, and rumour shall be upon rumour; then shall they seek a vision of the prophet; but the law shall perish from the priest, and counsel from the ancients. 27  The king shall mourn, and the prince shall be clothed with desolation, and the hands of the people of the land shall be troubled: I will do unto them after their way, and according to their deserts will I judge them; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

REFLECTION

7:15  The sword is without, and the pestilence and the famine within: he that is in the field shall die with the sword; and he that is in the city, famine and pestilence shall devour him. 16  But they that escape of them shall escape, and shall be on the mountains like doves of the valleys, all of them mourning, every one for his iniquity.

Once again we can write Isaiah 57:21 over this chapter. There is no peace for the wicked, nor any forgiveness to those who show no mercy. These people have brutally followed their sinful life styles and abused the innocent for their own pleasures and so they will be found out. Deuteronomy 32:23ff. Their own sins will be paid for in full. 

The Lord is just and they will pay the penalty for their own rebellion. Absolute justice will be done, and this will be explained to the people later in Ezekiel 18:1-23. There is to be no escape from the consequences of their sins, even for those who flee to Egypt to escape the Babylonians, for they will follow them there. The only ones who may flee and physically escape, will be living the lives of hermits and exiles on the hills and every day they will bemoan their past sins that led them to lose all they loved and valued. Proverbs 5:11-14, Jeremiah 31:9, 18-19. 

17  All hands shall be feeble, and all knees shall be weak as water. 18  They shall also gird themselves with sackcloth, and horror shall cover them; and shame shall be upon all faces, and baldness upon all their heads.

They may have felt very strong as they trained for war in their “hundreds” in their towns, but the enemy came in hundreds of thousands and they were simply overwhelmed and destroyed. They will feel their strength evaporate from them, their knees turning to jelly and their hands becoming too weak to hold their weapons. They will put away their armour and instead put on the sackcloth of mourning to lament their sins. They will be clothed with absolute horror at what is happening to them. The entire nation will be traumatized by the great destruction that befalls them. 

Today we speak of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and here it is described, with all the mental confusion and somatic symptoms that the books now list. These people are totally traumatized, unable to resist their murderers and so falling like flies before the swords of the Babylonians, or before the famine and plagues that ravage the besieged cities. Psalms 35:26, 55:3-7.

19  They shall cast their silver in the streets, and their gold shall be removed: their silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the LORD: they shall not satisfy their souls, neither fill their bowels: because it is the stumbling block of their iniquity.

In today’s world we have economic theorists who argue for savings and for the holding of precious metals and stones as a hedge against the future economic catastrophes that they say will befall the West. All these things will be of no use at all to them, for the enemy will simply kill them and then strip their bodies. They have nothing to bargain with, nor will their gold buy them food in a famine where there is no food; nor will it buy them water when there is none to be had! 

They trusted wealth and they get what wealth gives; false security before death and loss of it all! They will neither eat nor drink for they are judged by the Lord and there is no escape through ill gotten wealth for these people. Their stumbling block to safety is their own behaviours! They have failed to follow God, so their path is doomed, no matter how well they think they are prepared for disaster.

20  As for the beauty of his ornament, he set it in majesty: but they made the images of their abominations and of their detestable things therein: therefore have I set it far from them. 21  And I will give it into the hands of the strangers for a prey, and to the wicked of the earth for a spoil; and they shall pollute it.

They were the “beautiful people” as far as they were concerned. They felt attractive, cultured, wealthy, successful and invincible in their self confidence. They loved their ornaments, their jewellery and their fine clothes, and they will lose them all. These people didn’t suffer from low self esteem, they loved themselves, but they were all deceived! Today, if you read the self help literature your would be led to believe that if everyone had good self esteem then all things would be well in society! That is a dumb lie! 

It is dumb because it does not address the crucial issue as to the basis of a person’s self esteem. If it is built upon sin, evil, ignorance of facts or stupidity, then it is flawed and fatal. Self esteem is a side track from the truth. The truth is man is safe only when walking the path of God, with a correct attitude towards themselves; this will involve confidence in their position in Christ, and humility before God due to their Old Sin Nature. We will be humble not proud if we stand in a safe place! 1 Corinthians 10:12. 

Because they would not humble themselves before the Lord their God the Lord will humble them before their enemies. Psalms 74:1-8. Asaph is one of the psalmists of the destruction of Jerusalem and he records the fulfilment of the prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel, and he expresses the very prayers for forgiveness that the prophets said they would offer up. Psalms 79:1-9.

22  My face will I turn also from them, and they shall pollute my secret place: for the robbers shall enter into it, and defile it. 23  Make a chain: for the land is full of bloody crimes, and the city is full of violence. 24  Wherefore I will bring the worst of the heathen, and they shall possess their houses: I will also make the pomp of the strong to cease; and their holy places shall be defiled.

The enemy will be let right into the nation and they will even be allowed to burst in and defile the Temple itself, even to the destruction of the Holy of Holies and all that was used to worship the Lord. Everything will be broken up, or carried whole into Babylon, yet all that will be returned also after the restoration under Cyrus the Great. The chain to bind prisoners worthy of death is called for, as the entire land is full of capital crimes against the laws of God. They have committed all sins worthy of death and now the death penalty is being applied to them all. 

The city of Jerusalem was filled with the violence that comes from the exercise of corrupt power. We see it in all ages of history, when corruption rules, then law and order breaks down, and there is a growth of violence so that all the people suffer. The wonderful houses of the great city will be dwelt in by evil enemies, and the pomp and self importance of the wealthy and powerful will be over, for they will all lie dead in the streets. Self importance and pomp and arrogance of all sorts is an abomination before the Lord. 

The Lord seeks us to have a correct viewpoint towards all physical things that perish with the using of them. We need to carry our wealth lightly, and wear our titles casually, without taking ourselves too seriously, for all our pomp is over at death, and we are just a corpse. They all clung to the lucky charm that they thought the Temple of Solomon was; that while it stood the city was safe! As Ezekiel will later strongly preach, such confidence was misplaced, for their security was in doing the will of the Lord or it was misplaced!

25  Destruction cometh; and they shall seek peace, and there shall be none. 26  Mischief shall come upon mischief, and rumour shall be upon rumour; then shall they seek a vision of the prophet; but the law shall perish from the priest, and counsel from the ancients. 27  The king shall mourn, and the prince shall be clothed with desolation, and the hands of the people of the land shall be troubled: I will do unto them after their way, and according to their deserts will I judge them;

The false prophets preached “Peace” but it was a lie, for there was to be no peace! The truth was that war was coming and there was nothing now to stop it, for the people had turned away from the only one who could have saved them. As disaster unfolds over the top of disaster and rumour fights with rumour for their attention, panic will grip their soul. They have left the path of truth and so must reap the whirlwind of despair and distress. They will seek more pleasant words from their false prophets in that day, but the prophets are silent, for they are already dead, and the false priests, who have not stood for truth, are also silent. They have walked away from truth for so long that they no longer know enough truth to save them! This is the terrible thing about rejection of the truth; the day comes when it is too late to gain the knowledge needed to save you. 

This is a natural principle and one we see working out in many lazy people’s lives today. Daily we meet people who bemoan their fate, their hopeless state, their lost job, or “bad luck”. When you question them you will nearly always find a lazy person who refused to prepare for the dark days that were coming, who did not retrain for a new job when they could see the old one disappearing. The day comes when it is too late to save yourself for the opportunity to be prepared for the crisis is well past. They will mourn, and their mourning will be as bitter as the sorrow of lazy people today is, for they know these things should not have come upon them. They will recognize too late that they have caused themselves this suffering by their disobedience.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. DOING THE WILL OF THE LORD ALONE WILL SAVE US. There is no security in a fine building, nor any safety in bank accounts and powerful friends, only in finding the will of the Lord for your life, and then doing it fully. 

2. THE DAY COMES WHEN IT IS TOO LATE. Pastors be warned on this matter! Do not waste energy feeling sorrow for those who delay right actions until it is too late, just ensure you are not judged for failing to tell them the truth! We cannot save people from their own rejection of truth, their laziness, or their foolishness. We are tasked to warn them that they might not have any excuse or complaint against us. 

3. VALUE THE THINGS OF GOD – NOT STUFF THAT ROTS OR CAN BE STOLEN. Our value system needs to be God’s rather than man’s.  Only what we carry with us into eternity is of lasting value, all else is just stuff for the burning!

TOPICS

BLOOD SACRIFICE

EZEKIEL CHAPTERS 8-10

VISION OF THE IDOLATRY AND THEN THE CONSEQUENT DESTRUCTION OF THE CITY OF JERUSALEM.

CHAPTER 8

EKEKIEL 8:1-18

And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I sat in mine house, and the elders of Judah sat before me, that the hand of the Lord GOD fell there upon me. 2  Then I beheld, and lo a likeness as the appearance of fire: from the appearance of his loins even downward, fire; and from his loins even upward, as the appearance of brightness, as the colour of amber. 3  And he put forth the form of an hand, and took me by a lock of mine head; and the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven, and brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the inner gate that looketh toward the north; where was the seat of the image of jealousy, which provoketh to jealousy. 4  And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel was there, according to the vision that I saw in the plain. 5  Then said he unto me, Son of man, lift up thine eyes now the way toward the north. So I lifted up mine eyes the way toward the north, and behold northward at the gate of the altar this image of jealousy in the entry. 6  He said furthermore unto me, Son of man, seest thou what they do? even the great abominations that the house of Israel committeth here, that I should go far off from my sanctuary? but turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations. 7  And he brought me to the door of the court; and when I looked, behold a hole in the wall. 8  Then said he unto me, Son of man, dig now in the wall: and when I had digged in the wall, behold a door. 9  And he said unto me, Go in, and behold the wicked abominations that they do here. 10  So I went in and saw; and behold every form of creeping things, and abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel, pourtrayed upon the wall round about. 11  And there stood before them seventy men of the ancients of the house of Israel, and in the midst of them stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with every man his censer in his hand; and a thick cloud of incense went up. 12  Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen what the ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the chambers of his imagery? for they say, the LORD seeth us not; the LORD hath forsaken the earth. 13  He said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations that they do. 14  Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD's house which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz. 15  Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than these. 16  And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD's house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the LORD, between the porch and the altar, were about five and twenty men, with their backs toward the temple of the LORD, and their faces toward the east; and they worshipped the sun toward the east. 17  Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? Is it a light thing to the house of Judah that they commit the abominations which they commit here? for they have filled the land with violence, and have returned to provoke me to anger: and, lo, they put the branch to their nose. 18  Therefore will I also deal in fury: mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: and though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet will I not hear them.”

REFLECTION
1. And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I sat in mine house, and the elders of Judah sat before me, that the hand of the Lord GOD fell there upon me. 2  Then I beheld, and lo a likeness as the appearance of fire: from the appearance of his loins even downward, fire; and from his loins even upward, as the appearance of brightness, as the colour of amber.

This is the second (theophany) appearance of the pre-incarnate Christ to the prophet. He dates the vision and we see that it occurs exactly one year and two months after his initial call. Ezekiel 1:2. Once again we are reminded that visions are rare things, even to those whose ministry centres round them. 

Over the next four chapters (8-11) he will see the idolatrous reasons for the destruction of the people, city and temple of Jerusalem. He will be able to see their religious idolatry, even in the temple itself, and he will see the presence of the Lord depart finally from the temple and city and the whole place be destroyed by fire. He will see then the salvation of the remnant of the captivity and their restoration. It is an example of what many today call “astral travel”, but let us stick with the biblical description and reality, not run off into new age nonsense.  The prophet is taken by the Lord in his spirit from Babylon to Jerusalem, and he flies with the Lord, without being seen, over the city and observes all the things God needs him to see. Is there a natural/physical explanation of this? The answer is easy. NO there is not! 

This is not a unique occurrence, and a number of credible witnesses down the ages have reported such things. Satanic forms of what is called by his adherents “astral travel” are also well reported, and we should not be surprised that the enemy, the arch counterfeiter, is able to mimic this wonder himself. Suffice it to say, Ezekiel genuinely saw things occurring in real time well over a thousand miles away from where his body sat, as if he was there and then reports the vision’s contents to the elders of the exiles, who saw him go into the trance/vision as he sat in front of them. 

Ezekiel knows it is the power (hand of God) of God that is behind this vision that he sees, and he also knows it is God’s timing, for he is not sitting there seeking a vision, nor has he done any thing to get it at this time. He is witnessing to the leaders of the exilic community and the Lord moves upon his correctly positioned servant. 

We have seen many times in the prophets, and indeed throughout all scripture, that the Lord uses prepared servants alone; and that he sovereignly uses us, in his timing and in his way, in the manner of his choosing. He speaks directly into the heart of each servant differently, but powerfully so that they know what to do, when to do it, where to do it, and who the audience are to be. In this case the group who need to hear this vision are already gathered before the prophet, and are already prepared to hear his words. 

When we doubt or have questions about the will of the Lord for us it is always a good start to position ourselves at the feet of a Bible teacher or true prophet of the Lord and be ready to hear the Lord’s Word from God’s servant. Ezekiel’s strange behaviours of lying many days on one side and then the other and eating strange and polluted foods, have drawn the attention of the elders and they have gathered to hear such a man, who will go to such lengths. They are there and this is the Lord’s purpose, for he wants witnesses that others will believe to the ecstasy of the prophet and then the explanation of the content of the visionary experience.

The activities that Ezekiel was to be involved in had 437 days to be fulfilled; Ezekiel 3:15 = 7 days, Ezekiel 4:5-6 = 390+40. So this vision occurs while he is still in the latter days of obedience to the first instruction of the Lord. Once again we see a biblically consistent experience here illustrated; the Lord speaks to obedient servants only. Any person who expects the Lord to speak to him/her must have been obedient to the revelations already received.  The Lord’s further revelation to us will always be after our obedience to any former command. 

Ezekiel gives us accurate dates for each significant advance in revelation, but there is no discernable pattern to the revelations, which occur in the time and place of the Lord’s choosing, not in the mathematical plan that some people try to make biblical revelation always fall into. Here are the named revelations and their dates of reception:

Ezekiel 1:2

5th day

4th month

5th year

Ezekiel 8:1

5th day

6th month

6th year

Ezekiel 20:1

10th day

5th month

7th year

Ezekiel 29:1

12th day

10th month

10th year

Ezekiel 31:1

1st day

3rd month

11th year

Ezekiel 32:1

1st day

12th month

12th year

Ezekiel 32:17

15th day

12th month

12th year 

Ezekiel 40:1

10th day

1st month

25th year

He sees another vision of the person of the pre-incarnate Christ. Notice the description of the Lord as he describes him in verse 2. It was the form, as of a man, but of fire from the waist downwards, and above that level there was a bright shining light of an “amber”, or literally, “red hot brass” colour. The Lord shone in glory and though there was fire, there was no consuming of him or anything around him, just as with Moses at the burning bush. Exodus 3:2ff. Daniel sees a similar vision of the glory of the Lord almost forty years later. Daniel 7:1ff. Ezekiel is however going to be “lifted up” in his vision and taken on a journey.

3  And he put forth the form of an hand, and took me by a lock of mine head; and the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven, and brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the inner gate that looketh toward the north; where was the seat of the image of jealousy, which provoketh to jealousy.

As he experiences this, he is in the middle of his actions to the Jewish people in exile that portray the siege and destruction of Jerusalem and Judah. What he is going to see in this vision explains fully why the city and the temple must be destroyed and the nation must start anew. As the author of Chronicles states, they had sinned to a point, “till there was no remedy”. 2 Chronicles 35:17. If tradition is correct, and the author of Chronicles is Ezra, then he learned these things, and fine tuned his own love for the truth and the author of truth, from Ezekiel’s work in Babylonia. 

The prophet sees the figure of the Lord reach out “the form of a hand” towards him and grasp him by hair at the front of his head and the Holy Spirit power of God lifted him upwards. This is the same phrase that Luke uses to describe what actually happened to Philip. Acts 8:39. It is the same sort of phrase also used by Paul to describe his heavenly vision. 2 Corinthians 12:1-4. 

In his spiritual ecstasy Ezekiel experiences a rushing of wind past him indicative of speed of flight and the next thing he sees clearly is the city of Jerusalem and it’s magnificent Temple, and he “lands” near the inner court entrance facing North. He knows it is a vision, for he can see all but he is not seen by any there; it is as if he and the Lord are invisible observers of the scene. 

This northern entrance was the place to where Ahaz had removed the brazen altar. He had practised idolatry there, worshiping other gods there. 2 Kings 16:10-18. This was the place where the kings after him practised their own forms of worship, kidding themselves that they honoured the God of Israel, but in fact they worshipped just as pagans did. Notice as you read the Kings passage that these pagan kings of Israel were still offering all the prescribed offerings, but they were doing it in their own way, rather than Moses prescription, and they were “inclusive” in their worship, celebrating “all the gods of the earth”. 

We ought to shudder today as we hear people worshipping “the god of all nations”, “god – however we understand god”, “the divine power”, “the creative force”, “the earth mother”, or any other variants of this. This religion has been present upon the earth since Cain slew Abel, and it has its origin in evil. All compromise and inclusive types of worship are perversions of the truth. We are called to be holy, pure and different; standing upon the “faith once delivered to the apostles”, and that means we aim to follow them with a visible difference to the alternatives.

The altar of Ahaz was very likely still there, and possibly also the statue of the Baal/Asherah that Manasseh had caused to be placed there. 2 Kings 21:7-16. Even if Josiah, during his cleansing of the Temple, had physically removed these things the place of their evil presence is seen by Ezekiel, for the people still secretly worshipped these things, as he is about to observe. These things were awesome in their beauty, and the tendency of all cultured and educated reformers is to try to preserve great works of art and make them spiritual, or at least spiritually neutral; decorative rather than functional. God’s way is to destroy all the art of Satanic origin, so that the people themselves see it for what it is and remove it physically and spiritually from their lives. Refer to the BTB topical study on IDOLATRY.

4  And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel was there, according to the vision that I saw in the plain. 5  Then said he unto me, Son of man, lift up thine eyes now the way toward the north. So I lifted up mine eyes the way toward the north, and behold northward at the gate of the altar this image of jealousy in the entry.

Even though the enemy of all goodness had gotten his foothold in the very Temple of God itself, the Lord was still there. This is the answer to those who say the presence of the Lord left the Temple under the awful days of Manasseh, for this very chapter indicates that the Shekinah Glory had remained, and that the very presence of God was still there, in that now defiled place, waiting for the repentance that could still have come, had the people only faced their sins and turned back to godly ways. 

The altars and statues of Satanic religion do not scare God away, and fortunately for us, neither our own stupidity and foolishness, nor our sin remove the Lord from us today. We may quench the Spirit’s power, as these people did, and we may grieve the Holy Spirit of God, as these people did, but the Lord does not leave us, nor are we cast over to satanic domination, as some have falsely argued through the years. Refer to the BTB and study the doctrinal topics, HOLY SPIRIT – SINS AGAINST THE SPIRIT, also in the topic area of SIN - UNPARDONABLE SIN and SIN – SIN UNTO DEATH. 

The glory of the Lord was there, but note it was “as I had seen it on the plain”, not as it had been in the days of Moses. Refer back to Ezekiel chapter 1 and look ahead and compare this with chapter 10, verses 12-22, where further insights are given into the vision of the glory of the Lord. The glory of the Lord is there, but now the image is of judgment not mercy, and the change has been brought about by the people’s persistence in sin and evil religion. Deuteronomy 31:16-18.

The Lord now speaks directly to the prophet to draw his attention to the things he is to see during this vision. Once again we have the evidence of truth in this vision, for those who boast in false visions always magnify what “they see”, whereas the true prophet magnifies the Lord, who he recognizes as his guide and instructor throughout. First, he is to “lift up his eyes”, and really seriously focus his attention on what the Lord has for him here. Jeremiah 3:1-3, Zechariah 5:5-11. the north gate had not been called “the gate of the altar” before the days of Ahaz, for there was not meant to be an altar there, let alone a statue to a pagan god masquerading as a likeness of God as man! The deviousness of satanic religion is such that evil will be made to pretend to be good in order to fool and deceive the foolish or ignorant of doctrine.  This is why knowledge of the truth is so vital. Proverbs 29:18.

6  He said furthermore unto me, Son of man, seest thou what they do, even the great abominations that the house of Israel committeth here, that I should go far off from my sanctuary? But turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations. 7  And he brought me to the door of the court; and when I looked, behold a hole in the wall.

The Lord needs to underline the question strongly, for many will not see what is happening because the idolatry is so subtle that it looks to the casual observer to be genuine worship. “Do you see what they do?” the Lord wants Ezekiel to see the evil as it really is and then proclaim the truth to the people of the exile who have failed to see the subtle nature of the sins of themselves and their relatives. The things seen are referred to as “great abominations”. Even though the overt murders and pagan worship of Ahaz and Manasseh have openly stopped, their spirit continues in the prayers being offered and the direction being faced in prayers by many of the worshippers. Once again we are to remember that there was apparent revival in these days, with the Temple full of “worshippers” who prayed long prayers but whose hearts were far from God. Matthew 23:1-14, Mark 12:38-40, Luke 11: 37-47, 20:45-47. Religion without the spiritual reality of holy relationship with the true God is more dangerously evil than any criminal upon the face of the earth, for it is evil masquerading as good and so causes greater disaster by it’s deceptive nature. Refer to the BTB topical study of RELIGION, and REVIVAL.

8  Then said he unto me, Son of man, dig now in the wall: and when I had digged in the wall, behold a door. 9  And he said unto me, Go in, and behold the wicked abominations that they do here. 10  So I went in and saw; and behold every form of creeping things, and abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel, portrayed upon the wall round about.

Ezekiel is directed to a hole in the wall and invited to do something unheard of – to open up the hole and find a secret door there that had been bricked up within the wall. He is told then to go through the secret door into a chamber which was used for pagan worship, possibly in the days of the two pagan kings, and see what went on in that place. The reformers have bricked these places up, but they were not painted out, nor destroyed, nor re-sanctified by any means, simply forgotten. It is not enough to brick up evil, for the bricks will fall away over time, and the heart of man is deceitfully wicked, and will long for the old days again. Unless evil is thoroughly removed it will, like all strong weeds grow again. Romans 1:24-32. These things were specifically forbidden by the Mosaic Law. Exodus 20:4, Leviticus 11:10-12, 29-44. They had been the source of the great evil under Ahaz and Isaiah had faced this with Ahaz’ son Hezekiah, but then was murdered by his son Manasseh who went back to these evils. Isaiah 57:3-15. 

11  And there stood before them seventy men of the ancients of the house of Israel, and in the midst of them stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with every man his censer in his hand; and a thick cloud of incense went up. 12  Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen what the ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the chambers of his imagery? for they say, the LORD seeth us not; the LORD hath forsaken the earth.

The most shocking thing was not the old pagan shrine hidden within the Temple; the real shock was that it was being used for worship by seventy leading men. Was this in fact the very Sanhedrin of Israel?  Each man was there with an incense burner in his hand, and they were being led by a son (includes grandson) of Shaphan who had led the revival under Josiah. 2 Kings 22:3, 14. While some descendents of this family were positive to the Lord and his prophets (Jeremiah 29:3, 36:10, 39:14, 40:5), some were evil, as here. Families were divided by the truth of the Word of God and were found on both sides of the great eternal divide. The truth always divides friends and families, as it convicts of all forms of self centeredness and there will always be some who select pleasure now above eternal reward. Matthew 10:34-39.

Each of these men has a censer in their hands. This was a thing set aside for the priests alone. Numbers 16 records the deaths of  Korah, Dathan and Abiram, for burning incense before the Lord when they had no right to. Worship that is acceptable to the Lord is godly and biblical and both the men, and their families, of the days of the Exodus, and these men in the days of Ezekiel, are neither godly nor biblical in their worship. Both groups claimed to be worshipping the God of Israel, but wanted to do it their way and wanted to add in elements of paganism and further, wanted to argue that all worship was acceptable to the creator, who they argued all people worshipped, each in their own way. 

What they were doing was, as we have seen, what Cain did. They had rejected the need for blood sacrifice for sin; they had likely rejected the notion of sin itself! They rejected the Mosaic Law’s clear instructions regarding a set aside priesthood and in arrogance claimed a right and place that was not theirs. We are reminded as we read this, that we need to follow instructions and not act as if the details do not matter to God, for they do. They acted as if the Lord does not see anything, but he sees all things, even to the inward thoughts of the heart. Psalms 51:6, 73:11, 94:7-12, Isaiah 29:15. 

13  He said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations that they do. 14  Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD's house which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz. 15  Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than these.

This was bad enough but the Lord says to the prophet, “you haven’t seen anything yet!” The prophet is told to turn around and see even more. Having left the secret door to the hidden pagan chamber, they move back to the North Gate, where the statue of the pagan fertility god had been, and where the altar had been removed to, and the area has become a focal point for pagan worship. It is subtle, and to the casual observer the weeping women may simply appear to be in either religious ecstasy and weeping for joy, or weeping for sorrow at their sins.  Emotion is never condemned; it is only the object of the emotion that gives it moral identity. Sadly this emotional worship is not spiritual, it is evil.
What was “weeping for Tammuz”? This pagan god is not mentioned anywhere else in scripture and tradition records it as Adonis, the consort of the Greek goddess known as Venus. The Adonis myth was well known throughout the eastern Mediterranean. It was a myth of Phoenician origin of the death and resurrection of the god, and was celebrated by the weeping of women for his death followed by feasting and sexual immorality at the time to celebrate his resurrection. It was an immoral satanic mockery of the truth of the coming Lord Jesus Christ. All satanic religious activity is focused upon mockery of the truth, both in advance and after the Lord’s Advent, to try to attack the acceptance of it. The sin associated with it betrayed its source, as immorality and sin betrays the source of all fake religion. As we have seen in previous BTB studies satanic religion is always identified by its fruits. Galatians 5:13-21. Refer to the BTB studies in previous sections on Satan’s strategies, and Religion.

16  And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD's house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the LORD, between the porch and the altar, were about five and twenty men, with their backs toward the temple of the LORD, and their faces toward the east; and they worshipped the sun toward the east.

The ultimate idolatry was yet to be seen even after the events by the North Gate, for almost at the very door to the Holy of Holies there were a group of men standing with their backs to the Holy of Holies and worshipping the rising sun in the east. The worship of the sun, moon and stars has long been a pagan centre-piece and an easy way of spotting satanic influence, for all worship of the creation rather than the creator indicates Satan’s presence in the cult involved. The worship of the heavenly bodies was well known from earliest times and was one of the sins of Babel, It was forbidden from the beginning. Genesis 11:1-4, Exodus 20:4, Deuteronomy 17:1-7. The death penalty was provided for all such fake worship, yet all these people are right in the centre of the religion and government of Judah and they are supported by the king and his court. Corruption has grown to the point where the evil forces have total control over “church and state”.

17  Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? Is it a light thing to the house of Judah that they commit the abominations which they commit here? For they have filled the land with violence, and have returned to provoke me to anger: and, lo, they put the branch to their nose. 18  Therefore will I also deal in fury: mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: and though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet will I not hear them.

As far as the people are concerned it appears to be a “light thing”, of no real consequence that they do these great evils in the very house of the Lord their God. They do not think the Lord cares; they have a view of tolerance, and believe that they can get away with this. They would have argued the modern position; that all roads lead up the mountain, and that God can be worshiped any way that suits man, for God is tolerant and accepting. They would have denounced the true prophets as fanatics and extremists, and argued that they were the new voice of reason and culture. They were to be proved wrong by events, but the fruit of their religion should have given them all cause to halt their evil, for murder and immorality abounded under this “new way”. 
The evidence of it’s evil was plain for all to see, but they did not, because they were enjoying their exercise of power and pleasure over others. They mocked the prophets and mocked the old holy concept of God. This is the meaning of “putting the branch under their nose”. They have mocked too long and too consistently. The Lord is forgiving, but these people have gone far too far and they will all pay with their lives for this evil blasphemy. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. IN DAYS OF GRACE WE MUST REMEMBER THAT SIN IS NOT A “LIGHT” THING. It is too easy by far to minimize sin and explain away judgment and punishment for sins. We are forgiven, if and only if, we confess our sin, and walk away from it with the Lord. Just as there is no “easy believism” for salvation, so there is no “confess and sin again with impunity” for prosperity in spiritual life. 

There is no peace for the wicked, and if a believer lives wickedly they will have judgment and lose peace in time and eternal rewards in heaven, and may leave this life under the “Sin Unto Death”. Many with Jeremiah in the city of Jerusalem will discover this truth and die horribly, because they undervalued the significance of the persistent sin in their life.

2. GOD IS NOT MOCKED. Those who mock the truth will have their day, and then the Lord will have his, but it will last forever, while the mocker has had pleasure for a moment.

3. POSITION YOURSELF IN CHRIST, IN OBEDIENCE, IN HIS ORDERED ACTION. We are called to be positioned in the place where the Lord may use us, and in the right place for service at all times. Ezekiel is where he is meant to be and he is ready for the Lord to speak, and is obedient to the revelation he receives. He does not seek dramatic things, but when they come he relaxes and trusts the Lord. Beware those who seek drama, for they rarely find the Lord’s revelation, but often find delusion, for they seek experiences rather than truth.

4. RECOGNIZE THAT PAGANISM HAS DEEP ROOTS. Man loves the religion of the enemy for the enemy makes people feel good on the way to destruction, then they realise too late they were deceived. The draw of paganism is hedonism; man’s love for pleasure. It is a powerful thing and operates at a deep level and its drawing power is great. Jesus warns us that most find the “broad way that leads to destruction”, and this is why; it feels good, whereas the call of the Lord may feel tough.

5. DO NOT BE ENTICED BY BEAUTIFUL SATANIC ART OR WONDERFUL RITUALS OF PAGAN RELIGIONS. The enemy is an art lover, and seeks all means to deceive and distract people from the truth. Beauty is his preferred option, and most evil religion has beauty as it’s draw card to lead people away from the truth into greater error. It is not beauty, but truth that must be our guide.

6. EVERY TRUTH IS COUNTERFEITED BY THE ENEMY. We must not be surprised by the enemy’s policy of counterfeit, nor distracted by his rituals that have similarities to the truth, for that is his plan. Let us preach truth and confound error by Holy Spirit empowered living.

TOPICS 

IDOLATRY

HOLY SPIRIT:  SINS AGAINST THE SPIRIT

SIN – UNPARDONABLE SIN

RELIGION

REVIVAL

CHAPTER 9
EZEKIEL 9:1 -11.

“ He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying, Cause them that have charge over the city to draw near, even every man with his destroying weapon in his hand. 2  And, behold, six men came from the way of the higher gate, which lieth toward the north, and every man a slaughter weapon in his hand; and one man among them was clothed with linen, with a writer's inkhorn by his side: and they went in, and stood beside the brasen altar. 3  And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the threshold of the house. And he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer's inkhorn by his side; 4  And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. 5  And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: 6  Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house. 7  And he said unto them, Defile the house, and fill the courts with the slain: go ye forth. And they went forth, and slew in the city. 8  And it came to pass, while they were slaying them, and I was left, that I fell upon my face, and cried, and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou destroy all the residue of Israel in thy pouring out of thy fury upon Jerusalem? 9  Then said he unto me, The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is exceeding great, and the land is full of blood, and the city full of perverseness: for they say, The LORD hath forsaken the earth, and the LORD seeth not. 10  And as for me also, mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity, but I will recompense their way upon their head. 11  And, behold, the man clothed with linen, which had the inkhorn by his side, reported the matter, saying, I have done as thou hast commanded me.”

REFLECTION
1  He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying, Cause them that have charge over the city to draw near, even every man with his destroying weapon in his hand. 2  And, behold, six men came from the way of the higher gate, which lieth toward the north, and every man a slaughter weapon in his hand; and one man among them was clothed with linen, with a writer's inkhorn by his side: and they went in, and stood beside the brasen altar.

The Lord calls aloud to his watchmen (angels who have charge over the city) and the cry goes out into the prophet’s ear and is sudden and frightening to him. The angels who are the protectors of the city approach the throne of God and receive their orders. These are the angels who have charge over the city and while they have kept it safe in the past, today they are given different orders. Under the protection of these angels the city survived the Assyrian invasion and the destroying angels slew tens of thousands of Assyrians. Isaiah 37:35-38. It is this deliverance that the false prophets refer back to and say that the Lord will do it again. He will indeed slay the pagans, but the ones slain will be the evil peoples of the city itself, not the Babylonians outside the gates.

Six “men” come out of the North gate and head for the brazen altar. This is the altar that stands for forgiveness of sins and the importance of the blood sacrifice. The defending angels are protectors of the holiness of the city, and while the people are holy they are protected within this city, but that day is well past now. They have their weapons drawn ready for use. They are obedient servants of the Lord.  The seventh one comes also, and he has an ink horn and writing instruments in a pouch by his side, as was the manner of writers of the day. They all stand around the brazen altar awaiting the Lord’s orders. 

3  And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the threshold of the house. And he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer's inkhorn by his side; 4  And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.

Judgment is coming and will fall quickly, and it will come from orders received directly from the presence of the living God of the Temple. The Shekinah glory, the very presence of the Lord leaves the Holy of Holies and moves to the threshold of the Temple itself, and from this place calls to the seventh angel in the linen, with the writer’s ink horn by his side. Judgment will fall upon the city, and the violence will appear to be random to an observer, but it will be selective, and only those who have accepted the evil will die. All who weep and sigh for the evil of the city will be saved, as Lot was from Sodom. Genesis 19:6ff, Luke 17:28-29, 2 Peter 2:7. 

The Lord hears our hidden prayers, just as he sees secret sins. There are no secrets from the Lord. On the death march to Babylon the exiles developed Psalms 119, and if you read this Psalm you see that those who were saved through exile were those who truly wept over their sins. Psalms 119:53-56, 129-136. Their grief at the sins of their neighbours saves their life when the enemy break in. Isaiah 57:15, Jeremiah 13:15-17, 2 Corinthians 12:19-21, 2 Peter 2:7-9. The Lord knows how to deliver us out of troubled times; our challenge is to walk worthy of our God, be positioned in Him and in His will, and so with total confidence, trust in his deliverance. Of interest, the mark on the forehead is the Hebrew letter “Tau”, which is the shape of a cross. As the mark of blood upon the lintel of the doors of the Israelites in Egypt formed a cross, so here a cross marks the saved also. Exodus 12:7-13.

5  And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: 6  Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house.

The recording angel has his instructions, and they are followed first, with every person in the city who sighs for the evil of it marked clearly for the other angels to see. The six angels, swords in hand, are now given the order to kill all in the city who do hot have the mark upon their foreheads. In Revelation we find the same thing occurring with the 144,000 witnesses who are sealed by the Lord to survive the best attempts of Satan to find and destroy them. Revelation 7:1-12, (also 14:1). 

This passage reminds us that even in the worst times of the earth’s history, and the greatest dangers to God’s people; in the very midst of invasion by armies determined to kill, the people of the Lord, who walk in holiness, are kept in the midst of the violence. His hand is upon us for safety. How is this possible? He is the Lord God of all creation, and his plan for us is such that every detail is covered for our blessing in obedience. Isaiah 46:4, Matthew 5:36, 10:26-31, Luke 12:4-7, 21:16-24. 

The senior pastor of the church I presently have the joy of attending puts it this way, when he says, “I have the assurance that when I make a decision for the Lord’s will in my life, he has the power to re-arrange all the pieces on the great chess board of creation so that his will for my life will be accomplished”. This is true faith in truth, for our God is King of kings, Lord of lords, and the Creator, Saviour God. Hallelujah!!!

Now verse 6 is a frightening thing to read; for does the Lord slay the little children who are unable to respond to good and evil anyway? The liberal theologian quickly asks after reading such a verse, “Is God an evil tyrant, worse than the very Babylonian army itself?” The terms old and young are to be taken together, indicating that neither age, nor sex will save those who should have sighed at evil, but rather have embraced it. Volition determines fate here, but the young children of the evil ones will sadly die also, because of the evil of their parents they will be tied to their physical fate, but not their eternal fate. 

The Bible is very clear on the fate of all children who die before the age of accountability; they go directly to be with the Lord forever. David expressed this fate regarding the fate of the baby born as a result of his adultery with Bathsheba, and murder of Uriah. 2 Samuel 12:9-23, Matthew 18:10. As a result of the parents of Jerusalem’s great sin they have robbed their own children of security, but not of eternal life. The judgment will begin in the Temple itself, with the oldest of men who have sinned.

7  And he said unto them, Defile the house, and fill the courts with the slain: go ye forth. And they went forth, and slew in the city. 8  And it came to pass, while they were slaying them, and I was left, that I fell upon my face, and cried, and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou destroy all the residue of Israel in thy pouring out of thy fury upon Jerusalem?

The people of God have defiled the Temple by their evils, almost from the days of Solomon onwards, and so they receive the wages of such defilement, which is total defilement of the Temple and city by the piles of bodies within them. Psalms 79:1-3, Lamentations 2:4-7. 

If people are determined to go against the will of the Lord, then the Lord will allow them to express their volition against his conviction in their heart, and so they will receive in full, the reward for such behaviours. This principle is illustrated during the Exodus with the people’s rejection of the Manna and their desire for meat. The Lord sends quail for them and they die making pigs of themselves eating too much of it. Numbers 11:1-10, 31-35. Lust for things the Lord does not want for us will eliminate us from the plan and from both temporal and eternal blessings. 

It is commonly and correctly said, “a person is known by the company they keep”, and that similarity of emotion, desire and actions, with great men and women, is a good thing. Ezekiel is in good company in his intercessory prayer to the Lord, as he sees the vast majority of the people being slain by the angels. Moses was caught in this same place and prayed for the disobedient people he led. Exodus 32:1-14, 17-35, Numbers 14:1-5, 26-37, 16:20-26, 20:1-11, 21:5-9. 

Note how many times the Lord is gracious until the people have gone too far and they are given the “Sin Unto Death” sentence and will all die over the next forty years in the desert. The generation of Ezekiel have also had forty years to repent, from 626 – 586 prophets have spoken the words of the Lord and they have been rejected many more times than Moses was rejected. God has been gracious to them all and he remains gracious to us, that is the only reason we all read these words today; the Lord has preserved us and saved us from our sins! 

9  Then said he unto me, The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is exceeding great, and the land is full of blood, and the city full of perverseness: for they say, The LORD hath forsaken the earth, and the LORD seeth not.10  And as for me also, mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity, but I will recompense their way upon their head. 11  And, behold, the man clothed with linen, which had the inkhorn by his side, reported the matter, saying, I have done as thou hast commanded me.

Correctly labelling our actions can give us the right attitudes towards them. To see that an action is “iniquity” can help us forsake such an action, as we react against the truth of it’s evil. To down play an action and speak of it as if it is of no account will open us to all manner of further sins and evil actions. To listen to conscience is one thing, but conscience may be hardened or darkened by persistence in the sinful life style. The only way to ensure that conscience is a faithful guide is to continually educate it with the standards of the Word of God. It is knowing God’s Word that protects God’s people, for the Spirit works through the Word, enlightening it to our spirit, and the Holy Spirit then strengthens our volition to choose right, and our daily will to obey. 

The sins of the people were gross sins, of both immorality and murder. We must remind ourselves of the reality here, for when men and women choose self centeredness above the will of God, there is nothing they will not do to satisfy their lusts for power, fame, money, food or sex. Many died in this city because of the sins of the survivors and the Lord through Jeremiah preached to them again and again, and they mocked him. 

Notice what these evil people say. They say that the Lord is no longer interested in the affairs of the earth. They preach a theology of the great “watchmaker” who has wound the world up and then lets it run, leaving man in charge to do what he wills. Their view of God is too small; for they see him as the local god of the city rather than the true Creator Saviour God of the whole earth. 

Their sins are great and the bloodshed of the innocents is terrible and they have no guilt over such actions. Jeremiah 2:34-35, 5:1-9, 7:1-15, 22:17, Micah 3:9-12, Zephaniah 3:1-4. They believe they can get away with this evil, and that their spells and incantations will hide their actions from God, who they think can be blinded by their religious activities. Psalms 10:11, 94:7-9, Isaiah 29:15-16.

They will receive exact justice for the evil; receiving exactly what they deserve in full. Deuteronomy 32:35-36, 40-47, Isaiah 65:6-7, Hosea 9:7, Joel 3:4, Hebrews 10:26-37. The report now comes in as Ezekiel reflects upon all these things, and he reports that he has done exactly as he has been ordered and that all who have sighed and been grieved over the sin of the city are marked with the sign of the cross on their foreheads and are safe in the midst of the judgment that is being executed as they speak. Ezekiel is reminded, as we need to be, that God knows how to preserve his people in the midst of dangers. God has said it and God will certainly do it. Psalms 32:7, 40:11, 41:2, 61:7, 121:7-8, Proverbs 2:11, Isaiah 46:9-13, 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24, Jude 1-2.  

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THERE IS SAFETY BY THE ALTAR OF GOD. The pagans of Judah left the true altar of God; they turned their backs upon the blood sacrifice shed for their sins and chased after evil. When judgment came to them it came from the altar, for that is where God meets man, no-where else. It is the blood of Christ alone that leads us to fellowship with God.

2. THE CROSS ALONE IS THE WAY OF SAFETY IN THIS WORLD. Only through the person and work of Jesus the Christ is there safety and salvation for mankind. Let us continue to preach the exclusive claims of the Lord, so that all may hear the truth and know it. 

3. GOD KEEPS HIS PEOPLE IN THE MIDST OF JUDGMENT. The Lord is able to keep us in any situation of disaster; all we need to do is continue walking closely with the Lord, in obedience to the Holy Spirit’s conviction and faith in the Word of God. We must never stop calling the Lord’s people to daily obedient walking in the truth of the Word of God, for this is their only place of safety. The Lord will surely judge evil and sin, and he will keep his people in the midst of any judgment.

4. WE MUST CALL SIN AS SIN! Correctly identifying and labelling actions may help people with discernment of good and evil and so assist them to make the right call regarding them. As the Lord’s pastors we have the responsibility to warn and educate the Lord’s people regarding good and evil and urging them daily to choose life and health and eternal reward, and shun sin, evil and the temporary pleasures of this evil world.

CHAPTER 10

EZEKIEL 10:1-22
10:1  Then I looked, and, behold, in the firmament that was above the head of the cherubims there appeared over them as it were a sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness of a throne. 2  And he spake unto the man clothed with linen, and said, Go in between the wheels, even under the cherub, and fill thine hand with coals of fire from between the cherubims, and scatter them over the city. And he went in in my sight. 3  Now the cherubims stood on the right side of the house, when the man went in; and the cloud filled the inner court. 4  Then the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub, and stood over the threshold of the house; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the LORD's glory. 5  And the sound of the cherubims' wings was heard even to the outer court, as the voice of the Almighty God when he speaketh. 6  And it came to pass, that when he had commanded the man clothed with linen, saying, Take fire from between the wheels, from between the cherubims; then he went in, and stood beside the wheels. 7  And one cherub stretched forth his hand from between the cherubims unto the fire that was between the cherubims, and took thereof, and put it into the hands of him that was clothed with linen: who took it, and went out. 8  And there appeared in the cherubims the form of a man's hand under their wings. 9  And when I looked, behold the four wheels by the cherubims, one wheel by one cherub, and another wheel by another cherub: and the appearance of the wheels was as the colour of a beryl stone. 10  And as for their appearances, they four had one likeness, as if a wheel had been in the midst of a wheel. 11  When they went, they went upon their four sides; they turned not as they went, but to the place whither the head looked they followed it; they turned not as they went. 12  And their whole body, and their backs, and their hands, and their wings, and the wheels, were full of eyes round about, even the wheels that they four had. 13  As for the wheels, it was cried unto them in my hearing, O wheel. 14  And every one had four faces: the first face was the face of a cherub, and the second face was the face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle. 15  And the cherubims were lifted up. This is the living creature that I saw by the river of Chebar. 16  And when the cherubims went, the wheels went by them: and when the cherubims lifted up their wings to mount up from the earth, the same wheels also turned not from beside them. 17  When they stood, these stood; and when they were lifted up, these lifted up themselves also: for the spirit of the living creature was in them. 18  Then the glory of the LORD departed from off the threshold of the house, and stood over the cherubims. 19  And the cherubims lifted up their wings, and mounted up from the earth in my sight: when they went out, the wheels also were beside them, and every one stood at the door of the east gate of the LORD's house; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above. 20  This is the living creature that I saw under the God of Israel by the river of Chebar; and I knew that they were the cherubims. 21  Every one had four faces apiece, and every one four wings; and the likeness of the hands of a man was under their wings. 22  And the likeness of their faces was the same faces which I saw by the river of Chebar, their appearances and themselves: they went every one straight forward.

REFLECTION
1  Then I looked, and, behold, in the firmament that was above the head of the cherubims there appeared over them as it were a sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness of a throne. 2  And he spake unto the man clothed with linen, and said, Go in between the wheels, even under the cherub, and fill thine hand with coals of fire from between the cherubims, and scatter them over the city. And he went in in my sight.

Ezekiel sees a fresh vision of the “Sapphire Throne” that was glimpsed in chapter 1. This chapter flows directly on from chapter nine and is part of the same scene, the events here occurring just after the sealing has been reported in chapter 9:11. The throne of God is over the earth and the one upon it is the one giving the orders to the angels regarding Jerusalem and the Temple itself; both of which are to be given over to fire and destruction. 

The angelic being is directed to go to the place in the Holy Place of the Temple where the fire is between the cherubim and take from there coals of fire from the altar, and scatter them over the city. He goes into the place and retrieves coals of fire. The point being made is an awesome one; that the fire that will burn this city is the fire from the very altar of the Lord that the people have despised and insulted.  

3  Now the cherubims stood on the right side of the house, when the man went in; and the cloud filled the inner court. 4  Then the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub, and stood over the threshold of the house; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the LORD's glory. 5  And the sound of the cherubims' wings was heard even to the outer court, as the voice of the Almighty God when he speaketh.

The presence of the Lord is leaving the Temple now and the judgment is beginning. Even to the very end there was hope for this evil people, and the Lord leaves reluctantly and slowly but systematically. The picture that Ezekiel sees is as with Moses in the wilderness, but it is all unseen by the people in the city, who have not the spiritual sight to realise what is happening to their city and their temple because of their sins. As the Lord accepted the Tabernacle and later the Temple by sending his presence to dwell within it, just so he leaves the polluted Temple. Exodus 40:34-38, 1 Kings 8:3-21. It was a day of glory for Israel on both occasions, but their sins have moved them from recipients of glory to recipients of judgment. John 12:23-28, Hebrews 12:15-29. 

6  And it came to pass, that when he had commanded the man clothed with linen, saying, Take fire from between the wheels, from between the cherubims; then he went in, and stood beside the wheels. 7  And one cherub stretched forth his hand from between the cherubims unto the fire that was between the cherubims, and took thereof, and put it into the hands of him that was clothed with linen: who took it, and went out.

The fire is transferred from the cherub to the other angel, from hand to hand, without any fireproof gloves or implements. These creatures are of a nature that is totally different to our own. This is simply a reminder that when we speak of angels we do not speak of men with powers, but of a different order of created beings with totally different powers and abilities to ourselves. Refer ANGELS topic.  There now follows a fuller description of the cherubim than before, but we are still facing a baffling creature, with abilities unlike that of ordinary men and of an appearance that Ezekiel finds words hard to find to describe. We meet another world here and at best we have a glimpse of their glory.

8  And there appeared in the cherubims the form of a man's hand under their wings. 9  And when I looked, behold the four wheels by the cherubims, one wheel by one cherub, and another wheel by another cherub: and the appearance of the wheels was as the colour of a beryl stone. 10  And as for their appearances, they four had one likeness, as if a wheel had been in the midst of a wheel. 11  When they went, they went upon their four sides; they turned not as they went, but to the place whither the head looked they followed it; they turned not as they went. 12  And their whole body, and their backs, and their hands, and their wings, and the wheels, were full of eyes round about, even the wheels that they four had.

Their hands were like that of men underneath their wings. The wheels spun each within another by each one of the cherubim, and they shone like crystallite. They whirred with a sound unheard of before, and the movement of the wheels and the majesty of the entire scene underlined the fact that a special and sombre event was unfolding before them all; the glory of the Lord was leaving the Temple. Wheels stand for movement and motion to and from, and the wheels here likely stood for the fact that the glory of God was moving from the Temple. The eyes all over the cherubim are the best description Ezekiel can find for what was a strange and awesome vision of creatures from another realm where the words of man fail to capture the reality. These are the same creatures he saw by the River Chebar those years before and he still stands in awe of them and is unable to find the words to describe them.

13  As for the wheels, it was cried unto them in my hearing, O wheel. 14  And every one had four faces: the first face was the face of a cherub, and the second face was the face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle. 15  And the cherubim were lifted up. This is the living creature that I saw by the river of Chebar. 16  And when the cherubims went, the wheels went by them: and when the cherubims lifted up their wings to mount up from the earth, the same wheels also turned not from beside them. 17  When they stood, these stood; and when they were lifted up, these lifted up themselves also: for the spirit of the living creature was in them.

When we face such descriptions we are wise to bow in humility and recognize a man who saw things beyond our comprehension, rather than picking up a pencil and trying to sketch what is described here.  We are face to face with mystery here and there are some things that will only be explained and understood when we see the Lord face to face and are ourselves released from our temporal limitations. 1 Corinthians 13:12.

18  Then the glory of the LORD departed from off the threshold of the house, and stood over the cherubim. 19  And the cherubim lifted up their wings, and mounted up from the earth in my sight: when they went out, the wheels also were beside them, and every one stood at the door of the east gate of the LORD's house; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above. 20  This is the living creature that I saw under the God of Israel by the river of Chebar; and I knew that they were the cherubim.

The sad moment arrives and the Shekinah glory of the Lord leaves the threshold of the Temple and rises up and stands above the cherubim, and then the cherubim, who are the guardians of the glory of God, rise up themselves from the earth, with the wheels whirring around, and the entire vision of glory, with the Shekinah Glory above the cherubim, sits now above the East gate of the Temple complex. Ezekiel adds into the narrative that this is the same group of creatures as he saw by the River Chebar, and so he knows they are the cherubim. The gate described is the main entrance gate to the Temple from the city itself, and so was the way pilgrims streamed into the Temple and is the way the Lord’s presence leaves.

21  Every one had four faces apiece, and every one four wings; and the likeness of the hands of a man was under their wings. 22  And the likeness of their faces was the same faces which I saw by the river of Chebar, their appearances and themselves: they went every one straight forward.

Once again Ezekiel comes back to the vision of the four creatures. Do not look for deep mystical significance from his words here, but rather see the awestruck prophet facing greater spiritual powers than himself and being overwhelmed by them. He sees in their means of motion something inconceivable to a man of his age, and only barely glimpsed at in our own through works of science fiction. Ezekiel meets a greater reality than his own experience could possibly prepare him for. His words have the ring of truth to them, for they show this man simply overwhelmed, and they remind us that in revelation we see glimpses of eternity and rightly spend time on our knees each and every day. Praise the Lord God of all.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THERE ARE OTHER REALMS OF EXISTENCE TO OUR OWN. We do not hold all knowledge, nor can we this side of eternity even understand a fraction of what there is to be understood. Let us stand humbly before the creator of all and recognize the angelic hosts for who they are and be respectful and careful in our words.

2. GOD LEFT THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON, AND SO HIS PRESENCE WILL LEAVE ANY CHURCH THAT DEPARTS FROM HIS PATH. No building or fellowship will have the blessing and presence of the Lord any longer than their obedience ensures. It is our walking with the Lord that ensures his presence with us and our disobedience leads to our destruction. Many churches are now warehouses and so they should be, for their people walked away from the paths of the Lord and so the Lord dealt with them as he dealt with Shiloh and Solomon’s Temple. Let us remember history and stand and walk humbly before our God.
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