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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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ISAIAH

The Prophetic Book about Christ and His Love for His People, and the story of His plan and His power to deliver them, and the essential truth that they needed to see, that deliverance comes in his power alone.

INTRODUCTION

Isaiah’s name means “The Lord is Salvation”. This is the substance of the book; God’s message into the great time of crisis that Isaiah ministers within; that deliverance from the enemy is from God alone. The arm of flesh will fail but the hand of the Lord is always strong to deliver his own. 

Isaiah was born of an aristocratic family on both sides; with his mother and father’s people being either descendents of priests or royalty.  He moved at the top levels of his society from his birth and that was the area of his ministry. He stood at a crossroad in history, when a time of crisis came that could have swept away the entire nations of Israel and Judah. 

The people stood on the brink of the fifth cycle of divine discipline, Leviticus 26, due to their sin of rejection of the Lord’s path for them. Isaiah was God’s prophet of warning to them. He was faithful in his message and the Lord gave him the greatest of revelations since the days of Moses regarding the Messiah who was to come. 

The Lord prepares all of us for our specific and unique ministries, and we are born and born again into a context, both historical and cultural, in which we are called to serve. Isaiah reminds us that we are to seek the Lord’s face about where we minister, and that our background is God ordained and will often provide the clue as to where we are to serve. 

He spoke in the darkest days of the history of the people of God. The Assyrian Empire was at it’s height. They controlled much of the Middle East and were cruel and tyrannical masters of other nations. They practised genocide regularly, deported populations who rebelled and murdered their captives in the most cruel of ways. They practised psychological warfare against those they came against, destroying their will to fight by their great evils well before they besieged a city. 

Isaiah was called to prophetic ministry in 740 BC in the southern kingdom of Judah, the year King Uzziah died. Uzziah had been a great believer in his early days, and a militarily strong king, but walked away in disobedience later, was struck with leprosy, and his son shared a co-regency in his last years. 

Jotham ruled from 750-732 BC, then Ahaz, from 732-715 BC, then Hezekiah from 715-686 BC. The role call of the kings of Judah does not give a sense of awe, for they were weak and carnal men who failed God and chose badly. The days of Isaiah remind us that our destiny rests not in the hands of men but in the hands of God whose plan will work out. 

We are all called to pray for our leadership, and if Isaiah could be obedient to this command then so can we be. He didn’t run them down, he faithfully preached the truth to them; just so we are called to proclaim the Lord’s policy whether the leaders will hear or not, and we are not to be dismayed at their paganism.

To the north in the kingdom of Israel there were a series of palace coups and the kings were evil men, but patriots who hated the Assyrians and were aggressively opposed to the growth of the Assyrian Empire. They were the men of strength and would have been admired by many in the South as they stood against the evil empire, although they themselves practised paganism. They stood for military strength rather than dependence upon almighty God. 

In the south, Ahaz of Judah followed a pro-Assyrian policy, trusting in diplomacy rather than truth and faith. Both policies were wrong and Isaiah found himself standing up and proclaiming the unpopular truth to all. Isaiah’s message was to trust in the Lord  alone, not to any devices and plans of mere men. Isaiah’s days are like our own, and this book reminds us to place our trust in the Lord alone and lean not to our own understanding, but in all ways to acknowledge the Lord, who alone can direct our paths safely in the midst of an evil world.

Ahaz even ignored the Temple itself and through his reign the sacrificial system fell into decay. Genuine worship all but ceased in the land and the great Temple of Solomon itself fell into disrepair and became a junk storage area. The sacrifices may have continued to be offered but the Temple was no longer a glory, it became a disgrace. Under Hezekiah there were reforms and the Temple was cleansed of the filth of the years, and the books of Moses, and likely of David and others were found under the rubbish. 

Under Ahaz Isaiah had been unable to minister fully due to the total rejection of the truth by those in power, but he had maintained his testimony and so under Hezekiah was recalled to lead the revival in the face of an Assyrian invasion of the land. Isaiah led the great revival during the year long siege of Jerusalem and the people were saved by the Lord’s divine deliverance.

Isaiah ministered to Hezekiah faithfully throughout his reign and saw the king’s days lengthened by God, but also saw his evil son come to power. Hezekiah’s son Manasseh did great evil in his early reign and martyred the old prophet by having him sawn in half. Hebrews 11:37. 

Can we say that Isaiah was blessed? This man challenges us to examine the service of the Lord, just as Hebrews chapter eleven challenges us to look at what “blessing” really is. Isaiah was blessed by the Lord and in heaven received great reward and will enjoy them forever, but in time he suffered and endured a painful death as a sacrifice to truth in a day where truth was not valued. 

From God’s perspective he was honoured with the martyr’s crown, and the testimony of his life and death may have finally led Manasseh himself to repentance. Isaiah certainly challenges the falsity of the “prosperity gospel” so called!

ATTACKS UPON THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH

Since the 1770s there has been sustained attack upon the unity of the book, with the German critics arguing that chapters 1 – 39 and 40 – 66 are two separate books, with at least two authors. The second part of the book they ascribe to an author they called, “Deutero-Isaiah”. The Isaiah scroll, discovered at Qumran, dates from at least 100BC, and is a unified document, nor is there any Jewish tradition other than that Isaiah is one book. 

The pagan German “critics” produced a philosophy of theology that led to Nietzsche and directly to Nazism with it’s anti-Semitism. Their views and their legacy betray their source! There never was historical evidence of two Isaiahs. The two sections of the book differ in style because of their different purpose; the later part of the book are a series of collected sermons and so their style differs from the early section. 

What the critics cannot stand and must explain is predictive prophecy. In Isaiah 44:26-28 there is specific reference to Cyrus of Persia. If Isaiah wrote this around 700 BC, his occurs several hundred years before Cyrus reigns over the Persian Empire, and is something that the pagan Germans could not allow, for they rejected all reference to the miraculous, in both Old and New Testaments. 

Our position is that prophetic truth is to be expected from the God who rules over history, and in this book the presence of predictive history is to be seen as “normal”, given the supernatural deliverance of the people during this time directly by the hand of God. God moves in history, and saves or judges his people. 

It is of note that the Germany people were judged twice with destruction and defeat within 150 years of their acceptance of the evils of so called “higher criticism”. Do not be misled by this apparent “scholarly” viewpoint, for it reflects a deviousness in logic that ignores the testimony of history and rejects the supernatural as real. 

Our faith is an historical faith and a supernatural faith! The god of the liberal “critics” has never existed and their views were spun by deists in the university towns of Germany, not through any knowledge of biblical archaeology or biblical faith. [Refer to commentaries on this book for full discussions of the various positions.] 

The New Testament writers clearly believed in one Isaiah and the Lord quotes from both sections referring to the one author. It was a key book for the early church, as they saw in it the revelation of the Lord and the message of hope under great pressure. Isaiah was the great Prophet of the past and the church looked to him, as also did Ezekiel and Jeremiah a century later, as setting the standard of the classic prophet, as both fore-teller and forth-teller. 

As you will see below the book does not fall into two sections, but into three with the third being a prose section binding the other two. The themes of the book are unified and speak of God’s work amongst his people as part of his plan, and the importance of, what we would call, “walking in the Spirit”. The book details the plan of God and the need for all men to walk in obedience to the plan, or face the consequences of disobedience; failure to fulfil their purpose upon the earth, and judgment in eternity. 

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH

(Following Dr J Vernon McGee – Thru the Bible Radio Commentary)

SECTION 1
CHAPTERS 1- 35 (POETRY SECTION)

THE REVELATION OF THE SOVEREIGN KING UPON THE THRONE OF HEAVEN AND EARTH

Uzziah has died but the Lord almighty reigns over all of history. When his man dies the plan continues, because it does not depend upon frail and foolish men but upon the character of God. 

	CHAPTERS
	TOPIC

	1
	God as judge of the court of heaven gives out his charges against the evil of the nation of Israel.

	2
	God gives prophetic history of Judah and the city of Jerusalem.

	3
	The present situation in Judah and Jerusalem before Isaiah starts preaching.

	4
	Preview of the future – God has a plan and obedience begins participation in that plan.

	5
	Parable of the Vineyard – and woes predicted if they will not repent. Echoes of Moses and John 15.

	6
	Isaiah’s call and commission as a prophet, underlining the need for certainty in each call to preach and lead.

	7-10
	Numerous predictions of the prophetic future of man’s kingdoms in relation to Israel and God’s plan.

	11-12
	The final stage of this world’s history in God’s plan – The Millennial Kingdom.

	13-14
	The history in advance (prophecies concerning) of the kingdoms of Babylon.

	15-16
	The prophetic history of Moab.

	17
	The prophetic history of the kingdom of Damascus.

	18
	The prophetic history of the Kingdom of the Rivers of Ethiopia.

	19-20
	The prophetic history of Egypt.

	21
	Babylon, Edom and Arabia.

	22
	The Valley of Vision.

	23
	The prophetic history of  the kingdom of Tyre.

	24-34
	The policy, process, and program by which the throne of the Lord is established upon the earth. All prophetic history is moving towards the climax of history, which is the Lord’s rule over the earth, before the earth and the universe itself is replaced with the new heavens and earth. Isaiah’s visions cover all of time future from his day until the end of time and space in this creation.

	35
	The blessings of the Millennial Kingdom of the Lord for mankind at that time.


SECTION 2
PROSE

HISTORIC INFORMATION

This section gives the details of the Assyrian invasion as “a case history” of God’s deliverance. This is a passage of encouragement for all of God’s people when under maximum pressure, to ensure they keep on standing in faith in the plan of God, assured that his will and plan is going to work out.  2 Kings 18-19, 2 Chronicles 29-30.

	CHAPTERS
	TOPIC

	36
	The invasion of Sennacherib King of Assyria and Hezekiah’s response.

	37
	King Hezekiah’s prayer and the destruction of the Assyrian Army.

	38
	Hezekiah’s sickness unto death, his prayer, and his healing.

	39
	His act of arrogant foolishness with the Babylonians.


SECTION 3
POETRY

THE MESSAGES OF SALVATION IN THE LORD ALONE

	CHAPTERS
	TOPIC

	40-48
	Salvation comes only through the Servant of the Lord, not through religious activities.

	49-57
	Salvation comes only through the Suffering Servant

	58-66
	The Glory of God comes through the Suffering Servant


Chapters 49 to 66 can be further subdivide as follows

	SECTIONS
	TOPIC

	49:1-52:12
	God’s Saviour for the whole world is the Suffering Servant

	52:13-53
	He is God’s sacrificial Lamb

	54-57
	He is God’s effective Saviour who gains redemption for all

	58-59
	Sin hinders God’s glory

	60-66
	Redemption and Salvation will come – nothing can stop the victory of God’s servant. Sin will be effectively and finally judged.


There are sixty six direct quotes from Isaiah in the New Testament – it is a vital book for us to understand. It’s themes encompass the entire of human history from it’s own day until the end of the Millennial kingdom. This is a vital book to understand. Let us enter it with anticipation as to what the Holy Spirit will bring to our attention. 1 Peter 1:10-11, 2 Peter 1:19-21.


ISAIAH CHAPTER 27 - LEVIATHAN (THE DRAGON(s)) AND THE FATE OF JERUSALEM

This chapter begins with a strange almost mythological act of God to slay a dragon, a serpent of the sea. What does this mean, and to what does it apply? Isaiah is not a weird and strange prophet with pointless visions so whenever he says something that is as strange as this to start (or possibly end) his prophetic word we must be careful and slowly enter the chapter.

As the ancient mariners put on the outskirts of their charts; “here be dragons”. From a great dragon in verse one we move quickly to a vineyard in verses two and following. These contrasting images brought together give us the clue that firstly the first verse may belong to the previous chapter, but that both verses contain primal images referring to a truth, just as a dream reflects our reality, but in type, each item of the dream standing for something in our life.

1  In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea.

The three animals described here may stand as emblems or symbols for three imperial powers. The animals are, firstly “Leviathan the fleet serpent”, secondly “Leviathan the twisted serpent”, and thirdly the “dragon in the sea”. This verse may be best joined back into chapter 26 and may best be seen as an indication of who the Lord judges at the end of man’s time of rebellion. It is well to remember that chapter divisions enter the Bible as part of the printing process and so are in no way “inspired”. 

There are some obvious contenders for the first two powers in Isaiah’s day. Assyria’s capital city was built on the Tigris River at a point where it was very fast running (fleet), whereas Babylon was built by the Euphrates where it meandered around (like a twisted serpent). The third must be interpreted from the context, which is nations that have besieged or taken the city, and who have enslaved the people of Israel and treated them cruelly. The third nation is a non-Semitic nation that comes from the sea and has the violence of a great serpent. While Kyle and others pick Egypt, it is well over as a power by this day and only temporarily exercises sway over the land. Egypt also is not the maritime power until the Ptolemies rule. 

The real power that arrives by boat from the sea and conquers Israel and finally destroys Jerusalem, just as Babylon did and Assyria nearly did, is Rome. It is concluded then that these are the three serpent powers that besiege and assault and try to destroy the Jewish people. They are followers of the “old serpent” who led the first rebellion against God in the Garden of Eden; Satan himself. Refer to the BTB, to the doctrinal study of ANGELS: SATAN – ADVERSARY.

They rejoiced in their power and might and even though there are individual kings saved in each empire, they show overall enmity towards the Jewish people through history. The Assyrians try to destroy the Jewish people by death, captivity and adulteration, the Babylonians by death and captivity, and the Romans by destruction, slavery, and in our own day under the AXIS alliance in 1942-44 by extermination camps.  The final serpent will be a western ruler, the Anti-Christ, and he will come from the nations that formed the Roman Empire.
All the anti-Semitic actions of all peoples are brought to nothing by God’s power, for the Jewish people are today more numerous that ever before. There are no true Assyrians, no true Chaldeans, but there are Jews! They remain God’s living miracle of preservation, and their deliverance will be completed one day soon by the return of Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The last great assault upon Israel will come during the Great Tribulation period with armies from North, South, East and across the sea from the Western power. It will be led by the Anti-Christ, the last of the serpent’s leaders to raise rebellion against the Lord and his people Israel. Refer to the BTB for the doctrinal studies of ANTI-SEMITISM, and also ANTI-CHRIST – WORLD RULER.

2  In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine.

Who is being sung to here, and what is the song? Israel is the Lord’s vineyard, and so it is her that is being sung to and the song is of abundance of blessing represented by the red wine. Wine is not associated with drunkenness here, but with gladness and joy, and millennial blessings in the land.  Psalms 80:7-11, Matthew 21:33-44.   Others have left their vineyards but Israel will rejoice in hers with the Messiah as their King.
3  I the LORD do keep it; I will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day. 4  Fury is not in me: who would set the briers and thorns against me in battle? I would go through them, I would burn them together. 5  Or let him take hold of my strength, that he may make peace with me; and he shall make peace with me.

The Lord’s promise regarding his vineyard is that it is under his special care, for it’s long term prosperity and that none will hurt the vine without the Lord’s approval, and that it will be blessed in the end. Even with the vineyard reduced to one stump it will be restored again and be fruitful. John 15:1-17, and then with a change of motif to the Olive tree of Israel in Romans 11:16-29. The message is clear for the saved of Israel; they are under God’s special care and they will not be utterly destroyed and cast away, for the Lord their God protects and nourishes them. Deuteronomy 33:26-29, Psalms 121:1-8, John 10:27-30.

There is no “fury” or uncontrolled anger in God. God is not “Thor the Thunderer”, or capricious Zeus of the Greeks. All the gods of the heathen were selfish and unstable in their affections and would punish men for sheer pleasure. They would get angry and in their madness of rage destroy people. These are the pagan myths and this explains why the Bible says “the gods of the nations are demons”!   Psalms 96:5. 

They are a travesty of the true God, but the Lord God is the true God, and his character is securely good; it is never evil, nor is there any hint of evil in the Lord, nor darkness in his actions. 1 John 1:5, 4:11-21. Refer to the BTB doctrines of, GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD, also to GOD – GOD CARES FOR YOU,  and also GOD – FAITHFULNESS OF GOD, and GOD – FATHERHOOD OF GOD. Isaiah urges his people and ourselves to be stabilized in the stability of the character of the true and only God, not be destabilized by the lies of the demonic forces.

The Lord asks, ‘who would set up the briars and thorns against me?’ It is as if the evil men are putting up their barbed wire to keep God’s power out. What foolishness, yet this has been man’s consistent stupidity since the beginning of time. Evil men have believed they could defeat the requirements of a holy God by being religious and honouring their little false gods. 

They may have been sincere, but they were sincerely wrong. This reminds me of the old joke; what do you call a man who sincerely believes he can stop the traffic? Answer, “the body”. Sincerity is not a virtue if you are sincerely wrong. Sincerity without truth is stupidity! They think their devices impress him, but God will burn up their defences in a millisecond. Paul notes the foolishness of human good works outside of the filling of the Holy Spirit in 1 Corinthians 3:12-17.

If you see your weakness, then there is only one way to find peace, and that is to make peace with the stronger force. Man’s only way to find peace is to come to God on his terms. We are not in any position to negotiate with God; our place is to cast ourselves at the feet of God. The only protection we have is to grasp the foot of God as the woman touched the Lord’s garments. Matthew 9:20-22. 

Peace is from the Lord alone! If we do not make peace with God his way, we keep ourselves outside his plan, his way, his temporal and eternal blessing. Ezekiel 34:23-28, Hosea 2:18-22, Romans 5:1-11, 2 Corinthians 5:19-21, Ephesians 2:13-19.

6  He shall cause them that come of Jacob to take root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit. 7  Hath he smitten him, as he smote those that smote him? or is he slain according to the slaughter of them that are slain by him?

There is dramatic blessing for Israel in that day. As a nation they will blossom and grow and be fruitful. The blessing described here is world wide and clearly that! Such things were only possible since the 1860s, for before that time Jews were not dispersed to the “far corners, or ends of the earth”! 

Let us realise that these words have awaited possible fulfilment until our day, and let us be excited and humbled, and prayerful, in order that we might fulfil our part in the present plan and bring glory to the Lord through our obedience to it. The description is the bursting forth of new life from the dead branches of winter, so the prosperity takes some time to unfold, and after the Great Tribulation that will be the case. It will take some months for the clean up to occur and for the earth to be restored to glory and the world wide remnant of saved survivors to be blessed in their places of abode. Psalms 92:12-15, Hosea 14:4-9, Zechariah 2:10-13, 10:6-12, Romans 11:16-27. 

In verse seven the Lord invites Israelites in that day to reflect on the whole of history, so that they see in light of the last chapter the justice and mercy of God towards them throughout, and how he has judged their enemies far harsher than he has judged them for their disobedience. They are called to reflect upon the righteous nature of the Lord’s actions against them, and see that he has been fair and just, and with their repentance in these latter days, he has been able to show them great mercy, and they have then lasting peace.

8  In measure, when it shooteth forth, thou wilt debate with it: he stayeth his rough wind in the day of the east wind. 9  By this therefore shall the iniquity of Jacob be purged; and this is all the fruit to take away his sin; when he maketh all the stones of the altar as chalkstones that are beaten in sunder, the groves and images shall not stand up.

The Lord placed Israel on the threshing floor of discipline, and he blew away the chaff with a violence and strength like that of the East wind. All the unbelievers were blown away by his breath of judgment. His judgment was “measured”, in that it was perfectly designed to meet the situation of Israel and to the last person was right and true; no unbeliever escaped and no believer was lost. Psalms 1:3-5, 35:5, 76:10 – 12, Jeremiah 10:23-25, 30:10-11, 46:27-28, 1 Corinthians 10:13, 1 Peter 1:6-9. 

God separates the fake from the real, the unbeliever from the believer, and only the saved enter the kingdom blessings. The metaphor of the chaff is used throughout scripture for the sifting judgment of the Lord to separate his people from the rebellious lost. Isaiah 5:24, 29:5, Jeremiah 23:28-32, Daniel 2:31-35, Hosea 13:1-3, Matthew 3:11-13, 13:24-30, Luke 3:17.

Note that there is to fruit of repentance for the people of Israel. The fruit of their salvation is their total rejection of their past pagan practises and the complete removal of all the trappings of their paganism. Their images and altars are broken and ground into dust and scattered to the winds. This verse underlines the reality of salvation of those who practised paganism right up until the end. The free offer of salvation is available to the people all through their history and only those who reject the Lord right until the end are lost. Our God is not willing that any should perish, but that all be saved; only their desire to remain lost keeps them in darkness. John 3:16-21, 5:24-27, 6:36-40, 17:3-10, 2 Peter 3:9.

10  Yet the defenced city shall be desolate, and the habitation forsaken, and left like a wilderness: there shall the calf feed, and there shall he lie down, and consume the branches thereof.

Israel had become a nation without intelligence. All those who reject their creator and Saviour are people without intelligence, for they have rejected and walked away from the facts. This is why Jerusalem is destroyed in the final battles, for they were away from their God and could not claim his blessing or protection. As we have seen however the gracious deliverance of God came to them when they cried out for it. 

Their foolish stupidity and its results were reversed by salvation, and the Lord delivered them at his coming. The city of Jerusalem has been built “strong” but there is no strength that enables any place to withstand the siege that is allowed by God as judgment. The city falls and stands desolate in the end, but the saved people have been delivered through it all. 

11  When the boughs thereof are withered, they shall be broken off: the women come, and set them on fire: for it is a people of no understanding: therefore he that made them will not have mercy on them, and he that formed them will shew them no favour.

The picture of the city is that of a blasted place, with the leaves blown off the trees due to the war, and where the trees have died where they stand, so that the women of the place can snap off the braches to burn them for fires for cooking and heating. Many will say of these verses that they are dated, for men today will turn on their electricity supply, but that is to ignore the facts here. The nation is devastated by war; there are no power lines operating, no gas or oil pipeline unbroken, and each person is reduced to the Iron Age for their survival. They have their pots and pans but must light fires again, as their ancestors did. Deuteronomy 32:15-36, 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16, 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10, James 2:13.

12  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall beat off from the channel of the river unto the stream of Egypt, and ye shall be gathered one by one, O ye children of Israel.

From the Euphrates to the brook of Egypt (Wadi Al Arish) there will be a beating of the nations and a re-gathering of the people of Israel. This is described as “one by one” indicating just how great the destruction is throughout this region so that only scattered individuals and groups are alive amidst the vast battlefield of fallen soldiers from Iraq to Gaza and Sinai. 

13  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come which were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the LORD in the holy mount at Jerusalem.

The great trumpet will be blown around the world and all the Jewish people from all the lands will be re-gathered into the land. The “outcasts”, the survivors of Israel in the ancient lands of oppression, Iraq and Egypt, will be re-gathered to the Lord and will bow before the Lord in Jerusalem, worshipping at his holy mountain. The rubble covered hill is still the place of honour. God cares for the stragglers and survivors who worship him in the secret places and he restores them to blessing. Matthew 18:12-14.  

The trumpet (Shofar) of the Lord will sound to call all to holy worship to celebrate the final destruction of evil men and the establishment of the Kingdom of God over the earth.  Psalms 47:1-9, 89:14-34, Zechariah 9:12-17, 10:8-12, Matthew 24:29-31, 32-51, 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17, Revelation 11:15-18. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Anti-Semitism is a great evil and no Christian can be silent in the presence of such evil. We are to be known as people who stand against all racism and cultural domination, but especially against attacks on the people of Israel. Even in their present national disobedience they remain God’s chosen people and will be protected by God, and those who oppose Israel and Jewish people oppose God. Anti-Semitism has a special curse attached to it and any country that opposes God’s people show incredible ignorance of history and stupidity that will see their own nation disciplined.

2. 
God will yet discipline Israel worse that has even happened to date! The great tragedy of the holocaust will pale into the background when the Great Tribulation begins. It will be the final sifting of the wheat from the chaff and will be a terrible time of suffering for all unsaved men and women. God will allow Satan to have his way, to reduce the world to near chaos and so let all men see what evil unchecked creates. 

For the last time evil will have her sway and then all who desire it will be swept away, Jew and Gentile together into Hell. These are sobering doctrines but are the “flip side” of the Gospel, for all who reject the truth must hear the consequences of their lies and other evil. Jesus spoke more of Hell than anyone else and we must speak more of it than we do.

3. 
There is no “fury” in the Lord’s punishment of the lost. This is a very important concept that many do not think about. God takes no pleasure in judgment; it is necessary to preserve the integrity of the creation but God does not want to do it, he has to. For heaven to be heaven those who have rejected the Lord and all his plan need to be eliminated. If you ever hear a preacher who speaks of the punishment of the lost with pleasure he is a person who is no-where near the heart of God! There is to be no heat in our preaching of Hell. A person preaching on Hell without a tear in their voice does not know the heart of God towards man.

4. 
No matter how small the remnant of Israel is, the Lord will bring them back. God’s Word is clear and his promises secure; Israel will be saved and restored to glory. All we do in the Church Age must take God’s plan for Israel into account. If we leave out Israel we have left out the terminus of the plan!

5. 
Peace comes from the recognition of truth; it is the truth alone that sets us free. Men find peace only in Christ Jesus. We stabilize our own minds in Christ Jesus through our daily walk and our prayer fellowship with him.

6. 
When we look at our present world, let us remember that the best is yet to come; the millennial blessings are going to be amazing, and we will see the earth as it was meant to be. Ecology is good, and every Christian should be known as a carer for the creation, but we are not fanatical about it, for we know that things will get a lot worse and all will be brought to destruction but then the Lord will restore all things. 

7. 
Jerusalem will be reduced to a waste land by the end of the fighting at the Great Tribulation’s end, and people will be using the blasted trees for fuel to cook and heat their polluted water for drinking. There will be an incredible clean up job to be done after the Lord’s victory and the Bible records it will be months to bury the dead and years to burn their weapons. 

No matter how bad it gets the people of that day need to hold onto the promise of God that he will restore the land and the city and there will be greater blessing than ever before, and there will be this blessing for one thousand years upon this earth before the new heavens and earth are made. Prophetic truth will keep people safe in catastrophe, but false hopes will be dashed! Let us ensure we know all we can about the future plan of God from his Word and be stabilized in the truth.
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ISAIAH CHAPTER 28 - THE DRUNKARDS OF EPHRAIM

This chapter was written early in Isaiah’s ministry and is one of his warnings against the men of the Northern kingdom who valued their wine over and above their Lord God and his Word. They lived for wine and fun and believed they were strong enough to stand against the Assyrians. They trusted in their human culture, strength and alliances. They believed they had come of age and didn’t need God in their lives and certainly didn’t want any God-talk around them. It is the first of a series of chapters that begin with the word “woe”, indicating judgment that is sure to come upon them as a result of their failure to hear the clear word of God.

1  Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is a fading flower, which are on the head of the fat valleys of them that are overcome with wine! 2  Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one, which as a tempest of hail and a destroying storm, as a flood of mighty waters overflowing, shall cast down to the earth with the hand.

These men are proud of their drinking and their drunkenness. They boast about how drunk they got when out partying. How like our own day! It is common to hear men and women now in the Western world boast of drunken nights and attack any who question their wisdom, saying that “everyone does it”. This philosophy goes right back to the serpent in the Garden of Eden and has the same source; Satan himself. 

Just because the majority are stupid it does not mean it has become correct and right behaviour. Drunkenness is consistently condemned by scripture and for good reason. Much evil is done under the influence of drink and noble deeds are not done by people who would otherwise have made something of themselves, but instead, gave themselves to alcohol. The issue of alcohol dependence is that it is NOT dependence upon God! It is a reflection of pride; the pride that says it knows better than God. The Bible does not condemn alcoholic beverages, as we have seen before, but it always condemns excess in the area of alcohol, and abuse of alcoholic drinks. Refer back to the BTB for that study. 

Alcoholism is a genetic weakness for some, but a danger for all. It is the genetic weakness aspect that has made some argue that it is a sickness, but there is NO BIBLICAL WARRANT for such argument. It is an Old Sin Nature weakness for some, who have the genetic tendency to alcoholism, but it is a sin of choice! We choose to follow our Old Sin Nature or we choose to follow the Holy Spirit, and we are personally responsible for our choices, and the Lord makes it clear here that he holds these people accountable for the life style and family catastrophes they created by their uncontrolled alcoholism. Proverbs 23:29-35, Hosea 4:11-19, Amos 2:8-16, 6:1-6.

The Lord’s response to these people is blunt and direct to the point; they will be swept away by natural forces.  They are saying that drinking is “natural” and normal, just so will their judgment be! Alcoholic rage breaks over families like a storm and just so the Lord will break his storm over the drunkards. They will feel his hail on their heads, just as the drunkard’s wife feels the hail of blows from her abusive husband upon hers. They will feel the storm of violence break over them because of their alcoholism. 

The false prophets claim that all is well and that the people like Isaiah are kill joys and trauma vultures, amplifying disasters that will not come, warning of catastrophe that will not occur.  Ezekiel would later warn of the same problem. Ezekiel 13:10-16.  Jesus warned against being fooled by the easy solutions of false prophets and likened their answers to building houses on sandy soil. Matthew 7:24-27.

3  The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be trodden under feet: 4  And the glorious beauty, which is on the head of the fat valley, shall be a fading flower, and as the hasty fruit before the summer; which when he that looketh upon it seeth, while it is yet in his hand he eateth it up.

The early figs of the land were eagerly snatched from the tree and eaten quickly by the passer by; they were a delicacy and easily swallowed whole without much chewing. Just so will be the people of Samaria who have such pride in their city and it’s defences that they would drink to excess in the face of an enemy like the Assyrians. Their pride is based on false beliefs and all will be swept away as they are swallowed up by the great Assyrian Empire. They think they are in the bloom of their glory, but they are the fading flower of apostacy! Every drunk believes he looks and sounds great, but they look and sound exactly as they are DRUNK AND STUPID! Psalms 73:16-28, Hosea 6:4, 9:11-13, James 1:10-11.

5  In that day shall the LORD of hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his people, 6  And for a spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in judgment, and for strength to them that turn the battle to the gate.

Threat is always given, for it reflects the truth of consequences, but it is always contrasted to the promise that is there for those who will hear and serve the Lord. After God’s judgment, all nonsense is eliminated, the people have faced the truth and so blessing can flow openly and fully. Note it is only to the “residue of the people” for only a remnant actually get the truth and walk in it, but they walk through into blessing. 

Life is about “sifting”; it is about working out what is right and following it for blessing, or making “errors” and dying early! Life is a terminal condition, as an old doctor friend of mine used to say! If you get the choices right you prosper, but if you mess up your choices you die! Don’t get upset about this fact, for fact it is; just live in the truth and prosper! God will be the crown of his people, and he can be our crown of glory now through our obedience to his Word of Truth. This is the challenge now for all believers, to crown him king within here and now.  

The two categories of people that can particularly draw on the crown of the Lord’s power and guidance are the judge and the courageous soldier. Two aspects of power were required to survive in the ancient city; to have good judges to rule over the people in peace and to have brave soldiers who would turn the battle at the crucial point by sheer courage and tenacity at the weak point – the city gate.

 Alexander the Great was great because of this capacity as a warrior. He would thrown himself into combat at the head of his troops and with numerically inferior armies in all his battles he won great victories by his sheer courage and tenacity in pressing the attack, or sustaining the pressure in returning back to his base in Babylon through the deserts. God is the God who gives strength in wisdom and physique/courage. If a man claims to be mature as a believer and lacks strength in these areas he is deluded, he is not mature in Christ! 
The fruit of the Spirit mentioned here by Isaiah is strength of mind, and courage in spirit and body. Beware of weak and pathetic people claiming spiritual status above babyhood! The Lord makes boys into men and girls into women; it is the enemy who makes adults look like a pack of children!  1 Samuel 4:9, Psalms 18:30-39, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 16:13, 1 Peter 5:5-9.

7  But they also have erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment. 8  For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place clean.

God’s plan for all his servants is strength and power, in body, soul and spirit, but the choices made by Ephraim were for the opposite behaviours. Instead of self disciplined physical and spiritual training they opted for the easy way of the partying drunkard. The result of taking too much wine, or even a little strong drinks (spirits) is that the mind is befuddled, the body sways and stumbles, and the spirit weakens. Instead of strength there is weakness, and instead of sober spiritual discernment there is vague semi logic, which is simply another way of describing self deception. Alcohol makes fools of all who are fooled by it! People who take too much drink make fools of themselves and disgrace their noble positions. Leviticus 10:1-9. 

In our nation recently we have had a politician who has been fined in court for urinating in a hotel corridor, representative sportsmen who have been fined for breaking furniture, and soiling carpets with vomit. Proverbs 26:11, Habakkuk 2:15-16. What a disgusting thing this is, and it is all here in Isaiah’s warning to Ephraim. He urges them to look into the mirror and see how foolish they appear in the eyes of other men let alone before their maker. Ephesians 5:18-20.

9  Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? Them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.

This is the question that all true pastors ask, yet it is asked sarcastically by the drunkards. Who will hear the Word of the Lord? The true servant of the Lord seeks those who will embrace the Word and run with it into their daily lives. The drunkards mock all who seek the truth of God as if they are just children, whereas “real men” like them get drunk and party! Such things are still said today to young believers. Our challenge is to teach to all who will come to hear the truth. The drunkards mock believers, yet in recognizing we are babes in spiritual truth and coming to the Lord we can grow up into Christian manliness, but we only grow through systematic study and application of God’s Word. Matthew 11:16-27, John 12:44-50, 1 Peter 2:1-3.

10  For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:

The only way people learn anything is systematically, with one item building on the one before, and the one after building on all that went before. The drunkards abuse the prophet for this methodology because to them it involves a tedious repetition of principles and points, a thorough, and to them boring, emphasis upon principles and doctrines. What they mock is the truth, and what they despise is God’s way to teach doctrine to mankind. The prophet will keep doing exactly what is required for growth, but if these men and women are determined to reject, then they will face the natural consequences of their foolishness. 2 Chronicles 36:15-16.  Isaiah stands in the tradition of the Law, the Prophets, and Apostles of all times. Deuteronomy 6:1-15, Nehemiah 9:25-31, Jeremiah 11:6-14, 25:1-7, Matthew 21:33-44, 2 Timothy 3:1-17, Hebrews 5:11-14.

11  For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. 12  To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.

This is the prophecy of tongues to many commentators, following Paul’s identification of it in 1 Corinthians 14:12-22, but be careful of jumping to only one conclusion here! This is a reference to the people hearing the Gospel message with simplicity in languages other than Hebrew, and that would begin to be true within a hundred years of the days of Isaiah, with the Semitic language of Babylon, Aramaic, becoming the lingua franca of Israel and her worship. 

Within four hundred years most Jews spoke Greek rather than either Aramaic or Hebrew, and within seven hundred years the Jews of the dispersion spoke over a hundred dialects and languages that sounded to untaught Jewish ears like peeps, mutters and gibberish. Acts 2:4-21. Moses had prophesied this fact over seven hundred years before Isaiah. Deuteronomy 28:49ff. The words of Moses become true with Assyria and Babylon, as the “Times of the Gentiles” begin. The domination of Jewish culture by others is at the heart of this prophecy. 

The drunkards of Ephraim were so over confident in their cultural and historic racial superiority as sons of Abraham, just as the people of Jeremiah’s day were over confident in the Temple, and it’s by then, false worship. They trusted in their superiority to save them, but it was all based on falsity; upon pride and sin. A people is known by it’s language and when they lose their language they normally lose their separate identity. The people who have rejected God will all but lose their language with foreign languages becoming their languages as a daily reminder that they are under judgment, not blessing. Jeremiah 5:15-25, Daniel 12:7-13, Micah 5: Malachi 1:11, Luke 21:24, Romans 11:25-29. 

After 2500 years the Jewish people in the new nation of Israel re-invented Hebrew as their language and for the first time since the days of Jeremiah it is the dominant language of the land of Israel. This has great prophetic significance and is a flag to us all that the days of the Gentiles are numbered, and the world’s history moves quickly now towards it’s climax.

Verse twelve builds on this truth. The only rest and refreshment that is possible for the people of God comes from the Word of God and it must be taught systematically and heard thoroughly, and applied completely into daily life. There is no other source of blessing or peace for these people. Revival will come back to Israel when they open their scriptures rather than their rabbinic commentaries, and when they reflect upon the true identity of the one they pierced. At this point they will not hear but one day they will. Hosea 5:15. 

What is our response to these words? Firstly it is to “buy up the time”, but also it must be to seek every opportunity there is to teach or make available to Jewish people the truths of Messiah so that when the day of repentance comes the saved remnant from the nation of Israel is able to quickly learn everything they will need to in that terrible day of tribulation. 

This is one of the reasons we have, within EBCWA loaded all our material freely onto the internet, for we believe the days are short and we believe it is a solemn responsibility to make freely available all Biblical teaching so that those who seek it long after we are gone may find it easily and learn the truth quickly! The Messiah alone will bring peace to Israel, and he is coming back soon. Psalms 81:8-16, Matthew 11:28-30, Hebrews 12:24-27.

13  But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.

The Word of God to the people throughout their history was exactly as the drunkards mocked, it was consistently speaking truth in a systematic and cumulative manner. It was this that left them all without excuse before God when judgment fell, for they had heard everything they needed to be delivered but ignored it. 2 Corinthians 2:12-17. 

There is good news and bad news in the proclamation of the truth of God; and the way it works out for each man depends on his response to the truth. Will the truth set them free, or will their rejection of it ensnare them in a trap of their own making? Hosea 7:1-16, Acts 13:38-41.

The words of truth came to these men a little here and a little there, but they ignored or insulted all such words and so they faced disaster. First they fall backwards, then they were broken, and then they were snared, and then finally they were taken into captivity or set aside for death. 1 Peter 2:4-10. Note the progress of negative volition.

1.  
When we reject the truth we are knocked over, flat on our back by the details of life. Without God’s truth as the garrison of our soul we have no strength to stand against adversity and troubles. We have robbed ourselves of strength if we reject the truth! We have no stability within if we reject the creator’s viewpoint on the creation. 

2. 
The result of false viewpoints on the details of life (money, cars, jobs, families, furniture, or reputation) is that our dreams and our heart is “broken” by the reverses that will inevitably come in this life. Many ask, ‘why are there so many broken people around?’ The answer is often, that they are people who have rejected the biblical priorities and chased after things that do not matter eternally, and so are always doomed to disappointment. If our value system is wrong, then our priorities will be wrong, our goals will be wrong, and so we are open to defeat by the ups and downs of life. Matthew 13:10-17.

3. 
The result of the earlier two bad outcomes of our rejection of God’s Word, is that we will then be ensnared by false doctrines that will hold us more securely in the grip of foolishness or evil. People set themselves up to be captured by evil; they do this by walking away from the paths of truth and so are easily ensnared in the underground of evil. Hunters seek the tangled and dense bush to lay their traps, for there the trap is less easily spotted. To walk off God’s path for life is to place oneself in the place of danger. 

There are certain activities that can be guaranteed to lead to ensnarement by evil. Drug taking has always been a part of pagan religion, and since the beginning of time alcohol and drugs have led directly to satanic religion and other evils. Pornography will lead to fornication or other immorality. The reasons for this “law of nature” is that this is how the Old Sin Nature of man is tempted and led astray from the path and further ensnared by evil. Romans 11:7-12.

4. 
Once you are ensnared by false religion or philosophy, you will find that the fourth step occurs quickly. It is described as being taken captive. The snare is designed to hold the animal or person helpless until the owner of the snare comes along in their own time and takes the animal or person out of the trap and either enslaves them or kills them. The wages of sin is death! Satan always pays his wages; he just picks his own time to empty his traps! Romans 6:23, 2 Peter 2:9-22. 

14  Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem.

The leaders of the people scorned the Lord’s Word and the Lord’s prophet. They mocked these truths, just as evil men do in our own day, as not being “modern”, or “cool”, or “in the spirit of the scholarly opinions”, or as being “too negative”. They hated the blunt, uncompromising words of God’s prophet, but what the prophet said was truth! Powerful men were the mockers of Isaiah, and the pastor of today needs to remember this. 

Powerful men and women today are often in power, and have wealth because of the moral, ethic and fiscal compromises they have made; they may be reaping their reward of unrighteousness, and so will hate the voice of condemnation from God’s man or woman. Do not be afraid of the mocker, for you are in good company when you are ridiculed for truth; just make sure you do not deserve mockery because of your foolishness! Jesus warns us thoroughly of the hatred we can and should expect at times, from those who reject the truth. Matthew 24:9, Mark 13:13, Luke 6:22-31, 18:32, 21:16-19, 22:63-65, 23:11, John 15:18-25, 17:14, 1 John 3:13-15.  

15  Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves:

Peace with God comes from being in the right relationship with him and his world. Peace with God comes to man only on God’s terms, not man’s. Self deception has led these people to despise the prophets of God and ignore the Word of God, and their arrogance is great regarding their confidence in deliverance from all harm by their alliances with others equally evil, and sadly equally deceived as to their power. The foolish Jews who had rejected their religious heritage had turned to the Syrians and Egyptians, their traditional enemies, for strength, but all would be swept away by the Assyrians.

Note their words of false confidence. Too many today have the view that sincerity is noble and to be valued, but sincerity has no value independent of what is sincerely believed. If what is sincerely believed is true then sincerity has nobility, but if what is sincerely believed is false, then that person is simply a deluded fool; there is no nobility in sincerely holding to a false opinion that will lead to your death!

There is no covenant to be made with death, for death is a curse, brought about by sin. There is no agreement with a curse, only it’s fulfilment or abolition! In Christ it is abolished for all believers, and that is the only good outcome regarding death! There is no deal that can be made with death and Hades, for they are simply a state and a place that were the result of man’s fall. Until Christ came, death ruled and all men went to Hades to await the victory of the Lord. He emptied Hades of the saved dead and took them into heaven. 2 Corinthians 12:1-4, Ephesians 4:7-10. While the unsaved still go to Hades to await the last judgment, all saved men and women now go directly to be with the Lord. The first man to die after the resurrection was the martyr Stephen, who actually saw the Lord rise to his feet to welcome him into heaven. Acts 7:55-60, 2 Corinthians 5:8.

These arrogant men claim to have a deal with their allies to avoid the scourge of death that the Assyrians brought, but they cannot avoid what is coming for the evil Assyrians are at this time simply God’s agents to punish their disobedience. Whether they actually said they had made lies their refuge or that is Isaiah’s translation of their boasts is a mute point, but that is exactly what they had done; they had lied to God and men and practised falsehood to try to save themselves. All their lying schemes will all be to no avail. These foolish men believe their lies are better than the Assyrians! They cannot out lie the followers of the father of Liars! 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12. 

It is sobering to reflect that the scene described here will be played out again during the Great Tribulation period, when the foolish unbelievers will believe in the lies of the Anti-Christ and his false prophet and will be conned into accepting his peace. The only peace is in the will of God, never in the compromises of evil men. Ezekiel 17:11-21.

16  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.

The only answer to the lies of the enemy is the one who is the foundation stone of the Universe and the rock of our salvation. Refer to the BTB to the doctrinal study of CHRIST – ROCK. Christ is the foundation stone of the faith of Israel and in him alone is their hope and strength. Psalms 118:21-29, 1 Corinthians 3:9-15, Ephesians 2:20, 1 Peter 2:1-8. 

Notice the points made by the Father regarding the Stone he will lay as the corner stone of the future. Firstly the stone is “a tried stone”; a stone that has stood the test and is absolutely true and perfect for the assigned job in the building. 

Secondly the stone is described as “a precious corner stone”; it is of greatest value and is the corner stone from which all others are laid. It is the stone that sets the standard and level for the building. 

Thirdly the stone is described as, “a sure foundation”. It is the ground of stability for the whole building; the safety of everything rests upon this stone. Psalms 110:1-4, 112:7-8, James 5:7-8. 

What a powerful picture of the person and work of the Lord this is, for he is the rock of stability in a dangerous and evil world, and is the sole reason we have faith and confidence in the future for it all rests upon him. Acts 4:10-12.  

17  Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place. 18  And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it.

Building and weather images occur here to underline the certainty of judgment and the hopelessness of the escape of the evil ones. Justice and righteousness are the line and plummet for the divine architect, for all his works are holy and right. The judgment of the evil men is right and just, and he is fair in what is done for these men and women have had maximum time to repent before the axe falls upon them. Psalms 94:12-23, Amos 7:7-9, Romans 2:1-11. 

Like a crop destroyed by the hail the fabric of lies of these evil men will be swept away. Ezekiel 13:10-16, 2 Peter 3:5-9. There is no hiding place from the eyes of God; from the days of Adam to the last day of the Anti-Christ fools delude themselves into thinking God is not God, but he always has been the Lord of All!

All their bets are off! They have gambled and lost, and all they planned for is swept away by the divine breath. They are judged and found wanting, and there is no escape for them for the Assyrians hate their lies and deceit towards them and will show them no mercy at all. They are hit again and again with the consequences of their actions and swept away by them all. They will be trampled under the feet of the invading army of the enemy.  Malachi 4:1-4.

19  From the time that it goeth forth it shall take you: for morning by morning shall it pass over, by day and by night: and it shall be a vexation only to understand the report. 20  For the bed is shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it: and the covering narrower than that he can wrap himself in it.

There will be terror and despair in that day of judgment, for they will know that the axe has fallen upon them with good reason and they have no hope of escape now except the Lord deliver them personally. Day after day they will long for the ordeal to be over but it will last until the judgment is complete. Moses had warned them of all these things. Deuteronomy 28:66-67. 

These people had decried and abused the message of line upon line of Bible teaching; they had mocked the verse upon verse and precept upon precept. As the alternative to systematic doctrinal Bible teaching they will get the brutal assault of the Assyrians day after terrible day until they long for it to be over with far more fervour than they ever longed for Isaiah to stop preaching! 

A very homely illustration of their discomfort is used next, with the blanket that is too short and too narrow to provide warmth and comfort. They thought they were so comfortable in their lying deceptions but when they try to rest in their plans they are in complete discomfort! 1 Corinthians 1:18-21.

21  For the LORD shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his work, his strange work; and bring to pass his act, his strange act.

Judgment is God’s “strange work”. God takes no pleasure in judging the unrepentant person, for he seeks their salvation rather than their destruction. Judgment falls finally only when there is no hope for redemption because the people involved do not want it! Deuteronomy 29:21-29. These people are Jews; people of the covenant who have been brought up with the promises, but who have rejected them all. Their fate will be the same as the Philistines over whom David won the victories at Mt Perazim and Gibeon. 2 Samuel 5:20, 1 Chronicles 14:11, 16. 

Their disobedience has caused them to join their enemies in judgment; their fate is the same as that of their Philistine enemies! Disobedience robs these make believers of what could have been their rightful place, and instead of covenant blessings, they join their enemies in Hell. Jeremiah 30:12-16, Luke 19:41-44. 

22  Now therefore be ye not mockers, lest your bands be made strong: for I have heard from the Lord GOD of hosts a consumption, even determined upon the whole earth.

Isaiah directly warns them regarding their mockery; that there will be the direst consequences for them if they persist on this path. He makes it clear that the Lord has given him a warning regarding those who mock the truth of God. 2 Chronicles 30:10, 36:15-16. If they persist in their abuse of God and his man they will confront stronger judgment; their bondage will be harder and last longer. Not only is there a local judgment because of rebellion and mockery; Isaiah now warns of world wide catastrophe because of man’s attitudes. 

It is a sobering warning, and is yet to find it’s fulfilment in the Great Tribulation period when men face the final consequences for their world wide rebellion. Jeremiah 15:15-17, 17:7-18, Acts 13:40-41. The final consummation of all history will be worked out in great carnage and judgment through the time of the Great Tribulation when men will see the sort of world that rebellion against God creates, but even there grace will still operate. Daniel 9:26-27, Luke 21:24-27.

23  Give ye ear, and hear my voice; hearken, and hear my speech. 24  Doth the plowman plow all day to sow? doth he open and break the clods of his ground? 25  When he hath made plain the face thereof, doth he not cast abroad the fitches, and scatter the cummin, and cast in the principal wheat and the appointed barley and the rye in their place? 26  For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach him.

Just as Jesus himself, after speaking of these last days for man, spoke of the parable of the fig tree straight afterwards, so Isaiah draws attention to the significance of his words by drawing an agricultural analogy to his words. Luke 21:28-36. He prefixes his parable by a solemn warning to them to seriously pay attention to what he is about to say, using words reminiscent of Solomon’s words in Proverbs. Proverbs 2:1-5, 3:1, 4:1-2, 5:1-2, also Moses in Deuteronomy 32:1-4, and also David in Psalms 34:11-16. The same serious warning to hear is given to each of the churches in Revelation. Revelation 2:7ff. 

No farmer ploughs his field for fun. Ploughing is done in order to plant crops and ensure there is a fruitful supply of food for the next year. God does not work to no good purpose, and he expects fruitfulness in man from his work, as the parable of the talents that Jesus told, makes very clear. Matthew 25:14-30. 

The farmer ploughs, harrows, then plants his crops, each in the appropriate, correctly “appointed” place for their required conditions. All is done so that each crop has the best chance of success. He then makes a border around each crop to keep them safe from frosts and attack by animals and insects. 

The picture is that of a careful, knowledgeable and energetic farmer who has done everything possible to ensure each crop has the optimal conditions for fruitfulness. Nothing has been left out of the preparation process. Just as the farmer establishes different crops in different places in the farm, and prepares for them all differently, just so God individually deals with all people, expecting each to reach “their assigned potential” and role upon the earth, not that of another. 

None of us are judged on the basis of another person’s role or gifts, for the Holy Spirit is sovereign in the giving of gifts, and they are given to each in accordance with our assigned role in the Father’s Plan. 1 Corinthians  12:4-21, James 1:17-25. 

27  For the fitches are not threshed with a threshing instrument, neither is a cart wheel turned about upon the cummin; but the fitches are beaten out with a staff, and the cummin with a rod. 28  Bread corn is bruised; because he will not ever be threshing it, nor break it with the wheel of his cart, nor bruise it with his horsemen. 29  This also cometh forth from the LORD of hosts, which is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working.

Each grain has different qualities and vulnerabilities to damage, and so each is handled differently during and after harvest. No grain is threshed the same way to loosen the seed. God deals with us all individually in our placement in his plan, our care, our protection and finally our harvesting into his eternal store house. The message is not one of rage in the threshing process, for as we have already seen, God is not a God who rages in blind anger towards the lost. When God judges he does so with care and precision, just as the farmer harvests. Each person is dealt with according to their own nature, capabilities and place in the Plan. Jesus makes this point again in his message about the sparrows and the value of each person, who is seen and assessed in accordance with their life, not another’s. Matthew 10:26-31, Luke 12:4-12.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Personal responsibility for all decision making is the Lord’s standard. If we are tempted more in one area of life than another, it does not mean we are excused sin in that area! It means that is our Old Sin Nature area of weakness and we need to be more guarded there than other places. Each of us have our own areas of weakness and areas of strength in life. This is our inherited propensity, but what we do with these is what we are judged regarding. God expects us to resist sin and it’s author, and in the Holy Spirit’s power, with obedience in our life to the Lord we can!

2. 
No excuses before the Lord for patterns of living that we ought to change! Up to a certain point we may claim parental influence over bad habits, but the Bible makes clear that anyone over twenty years of age still asking for consideration on this matter is out of time and out of order! We are responsible for our own behaviours from that point on. Evidence for this is the Exodus generation. Exodus 30:14, 38:26, Leviticus 27:1-8, Numbers 1:3, 32:11-13.

3. 
To be drunk is not to be worthy of pity; to be drunk is to be stupid and to be waiting for judgment! There are consequences for all our foolish actions. We are challenged strongly by the Lord and his men to be alert to sin and evil and resist them, lest they destroy our witness and life. Whatever our Old Sin Nature weakness, it is our weakness, and is to be faced and dealt with.

4. 
The two areas where the fruit of the Spirit needs to strengthen us are in courage and wisdom; without both we will be, either paralyzed or impetuous, arrogant or foolish. The full fruit of the Holy Spirit is the sign of a spirit filled life; no true fruit = no spirit of truth! Real men are strong in the Word and Spirit, and they are fully equipped to deal with all that this world can throw at them.

5. 
The question in the churches of our day remains, who will hear the Word of God? It is the prayer powered, systematic teaching of the Word of God that will open the door to revival. As pastors we have the solemn responsibility to teach the Word thoroughly and often; God will draw the crowds to hear. They will not be the size of the prosperity gospel crowds, but they will save their nation if they are the size of a godly remnant.  If the people do not hear the truth they will be destroyed by the details of life and the reality of death.  We are called to teach the truth alone!
6.  
Will we be free, or will we be enslaved by our base desires and laziness? To be free to achieve requires great self discipline and courage to be the person God made us to be. It is easy to be lazy, it is easy to ignore the truth and go with the crowd into the lie; God calls us to stand against the crowd and leave our destiny with the Lord.

7. 
Dreams are broken against the hard wall of reality, and all those who chase after the lists of this life will be knocked over by details of life, trapped in the snares of the enemy, and finally crushed in that snare by the anguish that grips the person who sees too late that they have been fooled. Satan is a deceiver and the world is deceived into chasing happiness that cannot be found from things that cannot defeat death.

8. 
There are no “deals” with evil; no-one makes any arrangement with Satan or death. All men die and all are judged afterwards, and there is only one thing they can do about this, and that is to face their maker now. Failure to face this reality means they share the fate of the most wonderful of the creatures whose arrogance got him caught. No deals, only judgment await the arrogant, for they join Satan in his first sin!

9. 
Judgment is God’s strange work; he takes no pleasure in dealing with evil and sinful people. God judges to maintain holiness, righteousness and truth, and men place themselves where only judgment can reach them because they rejected mercy long ago and have held their course.

10. 
Each of us have a role to play in the Plan of God; it is our role not another’s, and our rewards depend on our playing this part and no other. The Holy Spirit has given us all we need for our role and our job is to take the challenge and run with the task we are given, not seek another’s life to live. God targets his judgment, his provisions and his blessings. Our job is to maintain our obedience and walk in his will throughout our life, looking unto Jesus as our Lord and the Holy Spirit as our power.
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CHAPTER 29

 – 
“WOE TO ARIEL, THE CITY WHERE DAVID DWELT”.

This chapter begins two further sermons of Isaiah as he faces up his people to their real situation of danger and warns them about the need to face their sins squarely and deal with them honestly. Living in the past glory of the ancestors will not help them. Many are coasting towards Hell on the basis of their godly ancestry. 

David gives them the doctrines for salvation, and shows the way of salvation, but he is not a “lucky rabbit’s foot” to rub for good luck and deliverance. They need to find their own path for salvation through obedience to Moses, and David’s words. Remember the old truism; the lucky rabbit’s foot wasn’t too lucky for the rabbit!

1  Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the city where David dwelt! add ye year to year; let them kill sacrifices. 2  Yet I will distress Ariel, and there shall be heaviness and sorrow: and it shall be unto me as Ariel.

No matter how emotionally powerful our attachment is to our nation and it’s capital city, it will not stand because of our strong feelings, but only because we are doing the Lord’s will. God is not sentimental and nor are his strong saints; they are focused forwards to the will of the Lord yet to be done, not backwards with emotion to the great deeds of the past! 

Ariel was Isaiah’s “pet name” for Jerusalem. The word literally means “the lion of God”, and under David the city and nation that was governed from there was like a lion amongst the other nations. They were lions because of their spiritual status, but had become weak and arrogant due to their rebellion against the very things that made David great. They have kept serving up the New Year and regular sacrifices, but they will all be to no avail. 

To offer up worship as a “good luck charm” is to waste time, for God seeks the worship of the heart; genuine worship alone honours and glorifies the Lord. God hates the hypocrisy of those who seek to impress God with actions that lack inner sincerity and truth. Refer to the BTB for the doctrinal studies on IDOLATRY and also CHURCH – WORSHIP AND PRAISE. Hosea 5:6-7, 14-15, 8:13-14, 9:1-4, Micah 6:6-8, Zephaniah 1:7-9. 

They are worshipping in falsehood at this point but the nation and it’s city will yet truly be “Ariel” but the path back is a path of distress and trouble. The Lord will discipline them and bring them low before they look up and do business with God. The Lord must bring distress, for they have not looked up in prosperity. God seeks their honesty and they have squandered the opportunity for honesty in their wealth, so the only way to learn is to learn in suffering. 

God seeks our learning and our whole hearted service. We are here upon the earth to learn on the pilgrim way, and all that happens here is for our spiritual growth and service; all else in life is mere detail! We are here as pilgrims, we are meant to be focused on heaven as our final destination. All things in life find their true assessment of worth in terms of our final destination. Prosperity is not given for it’s own sake, but for blessing in and through service. We are here to serve the one who gave his all for us; there is no other reason to remain on the planet. 

He has “left us here” to serve and honour him in the midst of the battle against the enemy. We are here to win rewards through our service; we are not here to enjoy our fine houses and be preoccupied with driving fast and expensive cars. If the Lord gives great wealth, it is to be both enjoyed and used for him, for the glory of God who gives all things to us for our path through Life. Wealth is neither good nor evil, it is a detail of life; we receive it in accordance with our path in the plan of God, and are to use all we are given on the path to glorify the Lord more. Refer to the BTB for the doctrinal studies of PILGRIM, also POVERTY, and then WEALTH.

3  And I will camp against thee round about, and will lay siege against  thee with a mount, and I will raise forts against thee. 4  And thou shalt be brought down, and shalt speak out of the ground, and thy speech shall be low out of the dust, and thy voice shall be, as of one that hath a familiar spirit, out of the ground, and thy speech shall whisper out of the dust.

The enemy will encamp about the city and finally take it. Note the Lord speaks through his prophet and takes ownership for this action; it is the Lord himself who will do this through the agency of the enemy’s army. Exactly as happened with the Assyrians, the Babylonians and finally the Romans, the prophet describes the sieges that will occur. 

The enemy built siege mounds and towers to fire down into the city from them. They built “tortoises” and their army formed “tortoises” (the Romans used this term to describe the advance of an army with shields held locked above them to protect their heads) in order to approach the walls and launch their attack upon the city itself. The city was not taken by Assyria, but was surrendered to them and they became their vassals, but it was taken by both the Babylonians (three times – the last one being it’s destruction), and the Romans.

These people are now mocking the prophet with loud voices, just as they will cry with a loud voice for Jesus death 740 years later. Matthew 27:20-26. They cry aloud to mock the Lord and his prophet, but once judgment has fallen they will not cry aloud any more. They will talk in whispers for fear, and they will mutter into the dust where the faces have been pressed by the boots of their enemies. The arrogance that makes them speak out against God and his men will have deserted them then and they will mutter like demon possessed men into the earth, with none to deliver them. 

There is good news however, for verse eight indicates that these words will apply not only to those who have rebelled against God, but also to their enemies. The mighty Assyrians and Babylonians will also speak into the ground and lie prostrate; Assyria to the Babylonian-Median-Scythian alliance, and Babylon to the Medes later.

5  Moreover the multitude of thy strangers shall be like small dust, and the multitude of the terrible ones shall be as chaff that passeth away: yea, it shall be at an instant suddenly. 6  Thou shalt be visited of the LORD of hosts with thunder, and with earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring fire.

In the great poem of the Irish Easter Rebellion, 1916, W B Yeats strikes the heart of all who saw the scene of carnage that weekend. He wrote, “ALL IS CHANGED – CHANGED UTTERLY”. Just so in Jerusalem, all will be changed and changed forever in a moment. The carnage of war will be terrible and all will be lost in a moment as the enemy sweep in over the walls and run through the streets. These proud men will be swept away like the dust of the ground, or like chaff from the wheat blown away by the wind, but the sword of the Lord will cut both ways, and in Isaiah’s day the Assyrian army before the walls will also end up upon, and then in the earth. They will die and will be buried, but the following verses indicate Isaiah’s full vision here has a later and far more terrible fulfilment.

The final destruction will be sudden but the warnings will be dramatic for all to see. There will be a series of natural catastrophes that will serve as prophetic signs that the end is drawing near. These words appear to refer to the final “end times” rather than the days of the prophet himself. Note the sequence and dramatic details of the mighty storm from the Lord that will break in that day over Jerusalem and ask if this refers to any physical phenomena that we know!

1. A terrible sound like mighty thunder claps will resound over the city. Mighty and powerful they warn of the coming deluge of judgment rather than rain. The sound will be great above them.

2. The very ground will shake underneath them as though by an earthquake.

3. A great and terrible noise will build steadily to overwhelming point. 

4. There will be a mighty wind blasting them over with a force greater than the worst of storms.

5. In the midst of the wind there is burning fire that incinerates all in it’s path. 

7  And the multitude of all the nations that fight against Ariel, even all that fight against her and her munition, and that distress her, shall be as a dream of a night vision. 8  It shall even be as when an hungry man dreameth, and, behold, he eateth; but he awaketh, and his soul is empty: or as when a thirsty man dreameth, and, behold, he drinketh; but he awaketh, and, behold, he is faint, and his soul hath appetite: so shall the multitude of all the nations be, that fight against mount Zion.

The result of this “mighty storm” breaking over them will be that their enemies around about the city will be evaporated completely away so that their existence is no more and it will be as if they were dreamed about rather than real, for nothing is left of them!  This is one of the passages that describe the use of atomic weapons in the final days of the Great Tribulation, for no other phenomena other than volcanic eruption has these factors as part of it’s destructive power, and volcanic activity does not leave an empty space it leaves layers of ash over everything. Also refer Zechariah 12:2-9, 14:1-5, 12-13.  

Such things had not been seen before except occasionally, and most who saw these things did not escape alive. The first description of such a volcanic event was Pliny the Roman Admiral in 79 AD who witnessed the eruption of Vesuvius and wrote an account of the carnage associated with the burial of the cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum and who died himself in the catastrophe by getting too close to report more on it. 

9  Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out, and cry: they are drunken, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink. 10  For the LORD hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered.

Those who came against the city of God were hungry for loot and driven by all forms of lusts, but they will all die hungry under the blast from God. They enjoy strong drink and shouting loudly as they stagger in drunkenness, but in those final days of judgment, both the unsaved Jew and the mocking Gentile will stagger around, but not from drink, but from fear and the pains of death that are upon them. There will be no comfort for them, but only the pain of death away from the plan of God. 

Isaiah’s message goes back and forth, between the evil of Israel and their oppressors.  He does this because they are both on the same side in the end; they serve the enemy of man, Satan himself. Both the rejecting mockers of Israel and the unsaved mockers amongst the Assyrians, Babylonians and Romans are all going to share the same destiny; they will all be emptied into the Lake of Fire. Revelation 20:12-15.

They have been blinded to spiritual realities, and no longer see the truth as it is. They are wilfully blind, for they will not see. John 3:16-21, Ephesians 5:8-14, 1 Thessalonians 5:4-8. Refer to the BTB to the doctrinal study of BLIND MAN AS A PICTURE OF THE UNSAVED. 

How is it that God can close the eyes of the unsaved and they still be personally responsible for their state? These people have resisted the Holy Spirit for years and have confirmed their choice against God many times, and this passage, with many others, teaches that the day dawns when the clouds over their vision darken and they do not see anything before their final judgment; they waited too long and the night fell upon them. They have chosen this state, but finally the Lord personally moves against them and locks them into their free choice. Psalms 69:21-24, Ezekiel 14:6-13, Micah 3:1-6, Acts 28:23-28, 2 Corinthians 4:1-4, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12. Such people hate the truth and all who stand for it. Do not be concerned if you are hated for telling the truth, for you join great company.  Jeremiah 26:8-11, Amos 7:12-13, Matthew 5:11-12, 23:29ff, John 15:18ff.

11  And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed: 12  And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am not learned.

The biblical revelation is a “closed book” to these people; they are unable to understand it and draw any comfort or warning from it, for their false priests and false prophets cannot open it’s secrets, and the common men are so simply ignorant of the things of God that even if they could read they have no frame of reference to understand. All are culpable, and all are responsible for their ignorance, for it is the result of a self chosen path of evil. They treated the Word of God as if it was of no value and so they failed at all appropriate moments to do anything that would lead to their salvation. 

There comes a time when it is too late to be saved, just as there comes a time in people’s lives when it is too late for them to learn the new things they need to for their physical deliverance. If you need to read instructions in another language to be able to achieve your goals, but you have never bothered to learn the language, there comes a time when you simply cannot do it in the time required. If you find yourself in a crisis that you could solve if you knew certain facts, but you have never studied them, then you will not survive the crisis. If you have to run for your life from danger but are overweight then you will die! If you need to use weapons but have never trained with them so that you are able to use them with mastery, then the enemy will kill you, even if you have the weapon in your hand. 

Mastery of things is required for victory in the crises of life, and mastery takes time to develop, with daily practise for years. It is a fatal thing to be stupid about spiritual or physical things in a crisis. Daniel 12:4-10, Hosea 4:1-6, 6:1-7, Matthew 11:20-27, 13:11-12, 16:16-17, Revelation 5:1-10, 6:1-2.

13  Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men: 14  Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid.

These people, like many in our own day, have been taught about God through the theologies of confused theologians, and so they have erred from the truth about God to a false “fear” of God. Theology has ruined more men than any evil religion of man! More have been led astray by false theology than by alcohol, and the words of those who teach false doctrine are more destructive than the sexual temptations that are whispered in the ear. 

The Lord will still work amongst these disobedient people, but he will work in a way that will baffle them further, for they will not understand the words of the prophets. They have rejected the basic truths and so the more they hear of the truth the more they will be confused, for they will persist in the rejection of the very truths that would unlock their understanding. They want form rather than reality and so they end up with false religion, false hope but certain judgment. Proverbs 30:5-6, Matthew 15:2-11, Mark 7:1-23.

It was not that Israel of Isaiah’s day was not religious, for they were. The Temple services were full and everyone said the right things with their lips, but their hearts were unmoved, and their basic beliefs were false, and their love or respect of the Lord non existent. God wants reality, not pretence; genuine worship that honours him, not the right words without substance behind them. Isaiah continues the complaint of God’s men since the days of the psalmist Asaph. Psalms 50:1-23. 

The Lord seeks genuine expressions of faith, respect (the fear of the Lord), love and awe towards his glory, just as a lover wants genuine emotion and commitment expressed in words and deeds of love. Is a lover happy with the false words of their beloved who actually leaves their bed and goes to another’s? What do we call such people? Do we not despise the person who commits adultery and betrays their beloved in the bed of another? What does adultery tell us about the words of love of the person who has fornicated? It tells us that their words of love were false, and that their promises are of no value. Just so with the distinction between true and false worship; between what is acceptable to God and what is unacceptable! Psalms 17:1-5, Jeremiah 3:1, 7-13, 42:19-22, Ezekiel 33:31-33, Colossians 2:20-23.

God seeks honesty and total commitment of the heart and life of those who would serve him. The fruit of the Holy Spirit is the sign of true worship in the heart of the individual. If you want to test a person as to the genuineness of their faith always ask them how they love their Lord. The genuine believer who truly loves the Lord will speak with overflowing warmth and love of their great Saviour God.  You will not quickly get a genuine believer to stop speaking of the one who gave his all for them. False religion may have the form of faith but there is no genuine passion, nor is there any spiritual power. God seeks our heart’s love, based upon our secure knowledge of who he is and what he has done, and the firm confidence in what he will yet do. Matthew 22:29, Mark 12:24. 

There are many through the ages with a false “holiness” message; they are dour and strict, dress in “holy” clothes, and speak much of the “fear of the Lord”. Beware of such men Isaiah warns, for their definition of the “fear of the Lord” makes them sound holy but their lack of loving relationship with their Saviour betrays their Pharisaism. Jeremiah 8:7-9, John 9:39-41.   It is always the fruit of the Holy Spirit that identifies a genuine believer.  Matthew 7:13-23.
Legalism may appear holy and serious, but it is a perversion as dangerous as licence on the other extreme. These false teachers spoke in hushed tones of the fear of God yet they did not obey the prophet’s words. These people are fakes and phonies, doing things that they believe men will think are religious so that they get the respect of men.  Refer to the BTB and study the doctrinal studies on LEAVEN, and LEGALISM, and ANGELS: SATAN’S STRATEGY, SATANIC REVIVAL, and SATAN’S STRATEGY AND TACTICS. 

Many young believers face their Old Sin Nature squarely, deal with their sins, and have a godly witness in life, but later on get deceived by a false theological system that destroys their evangelism and witness over time. Satan cannot rob them of their salvation but he achieves his secondary goal and robs them of their witness and eternal rewards. Religion remains Satan’s main weapon to rob mankind. Be “very afraid” of the purveyors of false religion, for they pervert the truth and would kill your very soul. Luke 12:1-5, Romans 1:20-32.

15  Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the LORD, and their works are in the dark, and they say, Who seeth us? and who knoweth us? 16  Surely your turning of things upside down shall be esteemed as the potter's clay: for shall the work say of him that made it, He made me not? or shall the thing framed say of him that framed it, He had no understanding?

Man is a fool if he thinks anything is hidden from the God of creation, yet the god of the fool is always small, for that is what the fool wants! Fools want a god that does not interfere in their choices and does not judge; they want a god that can be fooled, but they are the ones who are fooled. Even if they are able to turn the world upside down they are still just clay in the potter’s hands. Man is limited, fallible and doomed to die. We are clay not gods, and no matter how wise the wisdom of a man may be, he is still just a time-space limited being. Job 38:1-7, 21, 40:2-8, 42:2, Psalms 10:11-13, 64:5-10, 139:1-10, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, 4:5, 2 Corinthians 4:1-5.

These people think they are the potter, but they are the clay! Their perverse viewpoint will be turned upside down by the reality of the truth when it hits them. They do not like the thought of being “made” for then they must answer to their Lord as their creator, Saviour and King, and they wish to “do their own thing”. Jeremiah 18:1-10, 49:12-16. Isaiah has news for them and it is no more pleasant than the Psalmist’s news to his day; it is the word of judgment. Psalms 94:7-14, Malachi 2:17, Romans 9:19-24. It is a seriously stupid thing to ignore your maker, and even more foolish to pretend you are your own maker! Such fools will discover too late that the day of reckoning will suddenly come upon them. Isaiah 66:3-5.

17  Is it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the fruitful field shall be esteemed as a forest? 18  And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness.

The devastation of the Assyrian invasion in the 720s will be significant but things will be restored as they were again and the forests will be lush and full again. The forests were restored but they have shrunk over the centuries to a few hundred acres now, so there is no way this prophecy can be fulfilled yet. 

From the context of this chapter we must surmise that the prophetic words here will find their fulfilment in the Second Advent deliverance of the Lord, and it is an indication that once the Lord has returned there will be a considerable time for the full restoration of the earth to occur and the saved on the earth will play their part to work under the Lord’s direction to restore things. 

The Lord will however work his miraculous actions and the deaf will hear and the blind see, and all will be on earth as it was created to be, and saved men and women will have the joy of working in the earth to bring this all about under the Lord’s guidance and in his power.

Isaiah has a lot to say about the end of suffering after the Great Tribulation, and restoration of the earth to the state of Eden. He paints the picture of the start of the Millennial Kingdom and it is a wonderful one. Isaiah was given the glimpse of the events after the return of the Lord, with the clean up after the battles, the opening up of the hiding places of the believers. This is a world wide phenomenon and the Lord’s angels and the risen believers from all ages, who have returned with Christ, will be leading the believers who have come through that awful time, out of hiding into the joys of Christ’s kingdom. Isaiah 32:15-20, 35:1-10, 41:17-24, 43:8-13, 49: 1-13, 55:12-13, 66:15-24.

19  The meek also shall increase their joy in the LORD, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.

Jesus had spoken in the Beatitudes of the meek and the poor as inheritors of the earth and this verse here tells us when it will occur; the meek and the poor will inherit the earth after the Lord’s return. They are meek because they have put the will of the Lord first in their lives and they are poor because they have not been so taken up with riches as their unsaved neighbours. The day will dawn when those who put God first will have the physical as well as the spiritual blessings. 

Meekness is not weakness! To be meek means to put the Lord first and not have the spirit that fights for place and position and wealth, but is relaxed with God’s provisions. It is neither weak, nor lazy; it is faith filled, active serving the Lord in all situations, seeking his glory alone. The fruits of the Holy Spirit today become universal rather than just present in the spiritually mature believer. Galatians 5:22-23. What is seen in the mature Christian in the church today will be seen in every corner of the earth. Ephesians 4:1-2, Philippians 2:1-3.

There is an increase of JOY in this day. What a great time in history this will be; for the first time joy will know no bounds. In our day we have joy in the Lord and in each other, but it is always modified by the limitations of being in a fallen world. All this is gone in this glorious day of the Lord’s rule upon the earth. 

Their songs in that day are already written; they are the Hallelujah Psalms, Psalms 146, 147, 148, 149, and 150. Get used to singing them now believer and be ready for the day when the whole earth will resound to these words and they will be fully meaningful, for the Lord will be ruling from Jerusalem. Zephaniah 3:9-20, Zechariah 14:16-21. All will rejoice in the holy one of Israel; they will see then that the Lord, he truly is God and they will rejoice in him. Let us rejoice in him now.

20  For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner is consumed, and all that watch for iniquity are cut off: 21  That make a man an offender for a word, and lay a snare for him that reproveth in the gate, and turn aside the just for a thing of nought.

All the categories of enemies of the truth are listed here and all are listed as having been dealt with by the Lord; they are all gone from the earth. Let us see each category of evil man and woman and the verdict of God upon them.

1. 
The “terrible one” is brought to nothing. Those who created terror through their violence, both threatened and actual violence; they are all brought to nothing for they have all been cast into the Lake of Fire. Daniel 7:19-27.

2. 
The “scorner” is consumed. Those who mock and scorn the holy words of God, and who considered his truths as garbage are themselves burnt up like the garbage on the tip. Their words are consumed with them and they are heard no more for ever. Luke 16:14-31.

3. 
The people who “watch for iniquity”, always looking for an opportunity to accuse the brethren are cut off from the society of the survivors. They are eliminated from the society that enters the Millennial Kingdom, for there are none entering that time who moan or groan at, or accuse, their brothers; those who enter that time are focused upon the Lord and have nothing but respect and love for their fellow believers in the Lord. Salvation creates unity in love and mutual respect, and all who “watch for iniquity” in others demonstrate that they have the fruit of evil in their lives and there is no room for them in the Lord’s kingdom. Mark 3:1-6.

4. 
They give false witness against God’s people. Isaiah had been accused falsely “for a word” by nit pickers who were seeking to trip him up over words. They too are cut off from the people; they are surgically removed from the nation and do not enter the Millennial Kingdom. Matthew 22:15-22.

5. 
They lay a snare for the judge in the gate. These people hated justice and righteousness and would try to catch out, or set up genuine judges and cause them to be dismissed. Under God all injustice will be cut away and eliminated. 

6. 
They turn aside justice and treat it as if it is nothing, for they seek their own ends not what is just or right. All such self centred men and women are cut off from the nations, for only the Christ centred enter the Millennial Kingdom. Matthew 26:14-16 2 Peter 2:10ff.

22  Therefore thus saith the LORD, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his face now wax pale. 23  But when he seeth his children, the work of mine hands, in the midst of him, they shall sanctify my name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel. 24  They also that erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and they that murmured shall learn doctrine.

We stand in the line of godly Abraham, and like him we stand by faith alone, secure within the plan that brings salvation to all who accept it as the free gift of the mighty Saviour God. Jacob, the old crook, became Israel the prince of God, but the nation is here referred to as Jacob because of their arrogance and sin, but it is from this place of sinful disobedience they are restored by grace through faith just as Abraham and Jacob were. They are lifted up and are not ashamed any more, nor do they become as pale as death itself, due to their sins, but rather in the Spirit’s power, are healthy and robust in health again. 1 Peter 1:13-19. 

As the people see the works of God in their midst they honour the Lord God as is his due. Faith, even as small as a grain of mustard seed, will save in this terrible time of tribulation, and the saved will grow in their faith and worship, just as we do now. As these saved people see the works of the Lord they develop greater and greater ability to worship him as they learn more of the wonders of the one they have trusted and who has delivered them. Ephesians 2:8-10. They will truly then honour and have correct respect for their God. As we get to know the character of God we are able to worship him more accurately and fully. 1 Timothy 1:12-15. They will rejoice in their great salvation, and what it has opened the door of blessing to enjoy. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
God is not sentimental, and only a foolish believer trusts their emotions for anything other than enjoyment. God seeks truth and application. Emotional religion without the stabilizing effect of biblical doctrines and the truth in them, produces only spiritually blind and deluded people stumbling towards disaster. Emotions can be influenced by the weather, and anything that is influenced by external forces is not stable enough to protect us from disaster. Our faith is grounded on the doctrines of the Word of God or it is not grounded at all!

2. 
The other two dangers Isaiah warns of here are that of both form based religions and legalistic structures. Just doing certain activities with vigour does not necessarily either express nor does it produce genuine faith. Vigorous religious based action produces simple human works; it falls short of the standard of biblical religion. Legalism also falls short of the definition of biblical faith, for it is man doing things in his own strength to prove he is good enough to impress the Lord. By GRACE through FAITH upon the promises of THE WORD OF GOD; this is the biblical standard in both Old and New Testaments. Beware of those who talk much of “holiness before the Lord” and “the fear of the Lord”, yet show none of the fruits of the Holy Spirit towards their own family! Legalism and all “form religion” produce hypocrisy and many other evils.  “Process” has become more important than reality in business, but it is not so with God!
3. 
No fruit of the Holy Spirit = no genuine faith! The Bible is uncompromising on this matter; if we do not show the fruits of the Spirit then he is not there! If a person claims to be a great Christian and in church is “filled with the Spirit”, but at home is morose, angry, verbally or physically violent, or abusive in any way, then the verdict is clear; he or she is a phoney! All of us can “lose the plot” at times, but if there is a persistent pattern of unconfessed sin then that person is a phoney and their spiritual life is a sham. They are a play actor in church; a hypocrite! These are tough words but Isaiah warns his people that they stand into danger unless they get genuine faith, for the times of pressure coming require reality not pretence. 

4. 
Wealth is not a sign of spiritual prosperity, and poverty is not necessarily a sign of judgment. These are details of life, and may be due to sin, crime, opportunity taken (or not taken), or may simply be a test on the path of life.  We are not to make wealth a virtue, nor poverty a vice, for both are details of life that the people involved need to take before the Lord and seek his guidance as to how they are to walk on their particular path. If we are wealthy we are to serve the Lord with the money given, and if poor we are to still serve the Lord in that place trusting him to lead us to the work and provision for our lives.

5. 
The details of the events through the Great Tribulation and just before Second Advent are well spelt out in the Old Testament. No believer of that day who knows their Bible will be caught out by events in those days, but those who do not know their Bibles will die! It is brutal and blunt, but it is true! If life depends on knowing what to do, and you have not taken the time to know what to do, then you will not survive! This is the logic of the prophet and it applies today, as it applied in his day, and as it will apply in the last days. 

The unfit man trying to run for his life may feel hard done by, but he has no excuse, for he has made multiple decisions over many months and years to become unfit, and each day he ate more than he exercised away was a day he was laying down for his early death when the crisis came. To serve the Lord requires self discipline in all aspects of life and if we fail to practise this we will be swept away by history; this is simply a natural law, as well as a spiritual one.

6. 
When people are blind to the truth, it is because they are wilfully blind. Satan “captures” none that do not want to be captured! He has power to deceive those who prefer deception to truth. We are to pray for the breaking through of that blindness, but we are to recognize that each person makes their decisions on this matter and the Lord will not over whelm their choice to reject him. This is the sad thing about Hell; that those there chose to be there. Let us be biblically educated about the strategy and tactics of Satan so that we are not fooled. 

7. 
Foolish people forget they were made, and they forget that they owe their life and being to their maker! To ignore the one who made you is to ignore a reality that is the first of all priorities. To add stupidity to foolishness is to act as if you are your own maker! Let us be blunt in our truth telling, for we can “tell the truth with love” and with humour regarding these things, for modern man, just like Isaiah’s day has many fools who can be confronted by humour when straight logic has failed.

8. 
When we face disaster or devastation we can often think that all is lost and will never be the same again, but God’s Word teaches us that worse is to come, far worse, yet it will all be restored by the Lord. We are not to be careless over ecological matters, nor celebrate the disappearance of species, but we are to be assured that the Lord will make all things new again and never lose hope or confidence in the final future of the planet. The Millennial Kingdom will be awesome and as wonderful as Eden was, and there will be one thousand years of joy on this earth before the new heavens and the new earth are created. Let us rejoice in the Lord over these things now.

9. 
The meek will inherit this earth! Those who put God first will triumph in the end, but we are wise if we don’t push this point here and now, for in the present phase of world history the meek get hammered and the Lord tells us to expect that from evil men. Being clear about where in history we are living is essential for mental health, and some need encouragement to re-orient themselves to reality regarding these things. 

We are being hammered now because we are witnesses on the battlefield and the “Prince of this world” is active and fighting his most desperate last ditch battle against us and all we stand for. His arrest will lead to the Millennial Kingdom and the elimination of all his troops clears the earth for the first time since Adam left the Garden of Eden for perfect environment, for there is then no one around to mess things up! Let us rejoice in anticipation, but not expect the millennial blessings now!

10.
Sustained Joy is possible in that day because the “bad eggs” of this world are removed permanently to Hell to await the last judgment from where they are placed in the Lake of Fire. Judgment will fall on the evil ones and our responsibility is to warn them of that fact! We do not speak enough about Hell and the final destiny of unsaved man, for we owe it to all the lost to fully warn them of their fate. When they express hatred, anger, disgust, contempt, or any other negative emotion towards you, relax and remember their fate and in pity and compassion towards them keep on giving them the truth. We ought to speak of Hell with tears in our eyes, but having spoken the truth to the lost, we can enjoy the joy we have here and now with our brethren in Christ Jesus, without guilt, but knowing that in this present world there will not be sustained joy; it will be episodic interwoven with sadness at times. All things can be taken to the Lord and we get glimpses of heaven and the Millennial kingdom now, just as the unbeliever gets lots of glimpses of hell in their hopeless life.

11. 
The smallest faith saves as long as it is in the right object. In the Great Tribulation many will be saved with little information available to them, but they have enough, and what they know they believe and trust their lives to. Those who are delivered are those who trust what they know of the Lord and depend on the spiritual maturity of the few strong believers around them. The Lord’s advent will open the door of further understanding for them and they will grow in faith and praise as the years unfold in glory. 

We are to remember that, just like them, we are held responsible for what we know, or ought to have known, not what we cannot have possibly known! Let us ensure that we take advantage of all opportunities we have to learn and grow in the grace and the knowledge of God and share all such things with all those we meet. If people cannot know the facts they are not judged by our just and righteous Lord for a thing they could not have mastered, but if there was time and opportunity and they were wasted, then that is another matter altogether. The Lord holds us responsible for our actions and if we fail to learn and grow we place ourselves in unnecessary danger, and certain loss of reward and joy. Remember the fat man trying to run for his life, or the untrained soldier trying to use a weapon they have not trained with, for both are dead men! God is just and fair in all things, and we must remember this life is not a rehearsal, and if we get certain things wrong, we may get them “dead wrong”!
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NOTES
CHAPTER 30 - WOE TO THE REBELLIOUS CHILDREN OF ARIEL.

Israel looked south to their powerful neighbour Egypt for help against the Assyrians, but they did not look up to their supremely powerful God. They leaned on human viewpoint rather than God’s viewpoint, seeking the counsel and protection of men rather than seeking the divine counsel from the Word of God. Isaiah warns against all such trust in the strength of man for the arm of flesh shall fail! Man operating outside the will and plan of God will always let us down; only that which is within the plan of God will succeed. There is no security outside God’s plan. There is a parallel passage to this one in Jeremiah, who may have built upon these very words of his predecessor Isaiah.  Jeremiah 17:5-14.

1  Woe to the rebellious children, saith the LORD, that take counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin:

Ambassadors have already headed for Egypt, and from man’s viewpoint that was a prudent thing facing Assyrian pressure. All people were looking for an alliance that might withstand the Assyrian’s assaults and tribute monies bleeding the national coffers dry. The Assyrians were an evil lot and did unspeakable things to their enemies and so it was easy for people to say, “It must be God’s will to fight such evil men, and it must be that any alliance against such people is a good alliance, for they are so bad”. 

The logic was correct in a way, but only in the way of man’s thinking! God’s viewpoint is that his people must not compromise with evil to try to defeat evil, for Satan is not divided, and so to join one evil group to fight another is simply to be distracted, deceived and finally destroyed yourself! God does not need the help of one evil nation to control or defeat another one! The Lord never has a power shortage, and so if an evil nation is rising up and threatening, then believers are to pray and work in accordance with the revealed plan of God. 

Isaiah is not rejoicing in the coming judgment of the nation, nor is he gloating over these “rebellious children” of God, rather he is sadly rebuking them for trusting in Egypt rather than God. Israel’s history is the history of a people trusting in men and operating under human viewpoint far more often than trusting and following God. Pointing this out will finally cost Isaiah his life, for he will die a martyr under Manasseh just as Stephen will 750 years later. Acts 7:51-60.

They aim to weave a web of protective alliances around them to make them safe, but there is no safety outside the will and plan of the Lord God. Hosea 4:10-19.  The call of both Psalmist and prophet is to rest in the provision and direction of the Lord God of all, and there to find security that will uphold them. Psalms 91:1-11. There is no protective covering for God’s people that the Lord has not provided; there is security no-where else other than in him alone. To look else where is sinful. 

The Bible says, “Whatever is not of faith is sin”. Romans 14:23, also refer 5:1-2. The entire books of Romans and Hebrews cover the vital nature of this topic. (Refer to the website and download commentaries on both books www.ebcwa.com.au ). God calls us to faith, and that does not mean we “cover our bets” with an arrangement with men to protect us in case the Lord does not come through! The Lord wants the glory alone, and he will deliver us in his time in accordance with his plan.

2  That walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at my mouth; to strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt!

There is already a treaty with Egypt for mutual protection and the people feel satisfied with this, but their faith in Egypt is faith in a shadow that will evaporate like the mists of morning. They have not asked the Lord through his prophets what to do, or even whether their plans to go to Egypt have his blessing. Their failure to ask of God indicates the truth; either they know this is forbidden, or they are so out of touch with God’s will that they no longer know the truth. Egypt will be the place the captives from the collapse of Jerusalem in 70 AD will be taken in ships for sale in the slave markets; it is a place always associated with slavery not freedom and faith. Deuteronomy 28:68. 

Egypt will learn from the destruction and subjugation of Judah. Ezekiel 29:6-12. It is a dangerous thing to ignore the Lord’s men in times of crisis as the account of the prophet Micaiah records. 2 Kings 22:5-38. The Lord’s warning to us all is clear; do not trust in anything other than the will and plan of God Almighty.

3  Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh be your shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt your confusion.

Their trust in Egypt will make these people ashamed of themselves and their trust will prove shameful, for it will provide nothing but disappointment. Their trust in Egyptian power will prove illusionary, and the armies of Egypt will evaporate like a shadow or the mist. The result will be confusion and panic for the Jews who trust in them. If a person trusts someone and then they are totally let down their mental collapse is far worse than if they stood alone in the first place. 

We relax when we trust, and if it is in the wrong object we fall further and harder when we find we are betrayed or they are defeated. Isaiah 20, 45:14-25. Egypt will be defeated; they have nothing to offer against the armies of Assyria, any more than they will later assist against the army of the Babylonians. Jeremiah 37:1-10. Our trust ought only to be in the Lord, for all others in whom we trust will lead only to despair in the time of troubles, but God is the one who hears our prayers and lifts us up. Jeremiah 17:5-10.
4  For his princes were at Zoan, and his ambassadors came to Hanes. 5  They were all ashamed of a people that could not profit them, nor be an help nor profit, but a shame, and also a reproach.

Verse four records the progress of the ambassadorial visit of the Jewish members of the government in their attempt to buy the favour by alliance with Egypt as they visit and progress through the Delta region where both named cities are located. The city of Zoan is also known as Tanis, and Hanes, or Tehaphnehes, is also known in Greek as Heracleopolis, and is the first city to be reached in the Delta region of lower Egypt, and would be where the delegation from Judah would wait for permission to approach the Egyptian capital. 

Tanis was the capital city of the Pharaohs of the 21st and 22nd dynasties from around 1085 – 715 BC. After the coup by the Nubian leader in 715 the new dynasty moves it’s main capital up the Nile to Memphis, using Tanis as an occasional headquarters. These cities will all be taken by the Assyrians, and later the Babylonians will defeat them in this region also. Ezekiel 30:13-19. 

The ambassadors hoped for strength from Egypt, but they will be disappointed when they see the state of things in these delta cities, for Egypt is tottering towards the coup that will end this dynasty, and the various provincial governors will be fighting amongst themselves. As they get a feel for Egyptian politics of the time the ambassadors will be ashamed of themselves for even coming down this far to be offered nothing but promises that they can see are not able to be fulfilled. 

All the presents they have taken to Egypt will be received by the Egyptians, but the ambassadors of Judah will return empty handed in both senses, for they will have lost all they took down and will have no secure promises of aid. Egypt is hopelessly divided amongst itself, their army and leadership fighting for their own position and survival. Isaiah 31:1-3. This is why the actions of these Jewish politicians is both shame and reproach; they will be ashamed of themselves for even suggesting such an embassy, and they will be stripped of their dignity by it’s failure.

6  The burden of the beasts of the south: into the land of trouble and anguish, from whence come the young and old lion, the viper and fiery flying serpent, they will carry their riches upon the shoulders of young asses, and their treasures upon the bunches of camels, to a people that shall not profit them. 7  For the Egyptians shall help in vain, and to no purpose: therefore have I cried concerning this, Their strength is to sit still.

Isaiah’s sarcasm continues as he describes the progress of the camel and ass train through the desert south into Egypt. They are laden down with precious presents for the Egyptians but there will be no profit to Judah, only Egypt. Various animals and reptiles of the land are described from their journey, painting the picture more vividly for Isaiah’s hearers and making their result more pathetic. They have had a wonderful trip and seen amazing sights but they have achieved nothing.  We are not called to be political tourists, but people of faith, who rest in the Lord alone.
The Egyptians will try to help and earn their money, but their help will be in vain. The strength of Egypt is their indolence; they sit very still very well! There is a double significance to “sitting still” that most commentators miss however. Egypt “sits still” in their weakness and total inability to rise up and help with power, but in “sitting still” in faith Judah will be saved. Judah would have saved money by sitting still and trusting in the Lord. In quietness and confidence in the Lord will be their true strength. Psalms 76:7-12, 118:8-9, Isaiah 30:15, 32:17.

8  Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, that it may be for the time to come for ever and ever: 9  That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD:

Isaiah is told by the Lord to record these words twice; one public, on a carved tablet for erection in a public place, and one private in this book that we are reading. There is to be a lasting memorial for the people of the folly of going down to Egypt. God wants us to remember the truth. Check your concordance for all words like remember, remembrance, memory, and see how many times God tells his people to recall the truth and teach those coming after them to remember also.  

People are to be left without excuse for their ignorance or disobedience. 2 Peter 3:1-9, Jude 18-21. Isaiah’s words have stood as a witness to the truth for 2700 years so far, and will stand until the end of the earth’s history and then be memorialized into eternity as testimony of the truth of God’s Word to man. What a legacy those who stand for truth have!

What was the nature of the people Isaiah spoke to? They may be much like the people you may be speaking to pastor! It does not matter what the response of the people, or their attitude towards us and our words, for we have our tasking, and it is from the Lord of hosts. Matthew 28:18-20. No threats are to stop us preaching the truth to all who will hear us even if it leads to our death; we have our instructions and the Lord holds us responsible and accountable to carry them out. Acts 4:18-31, 5:40-42, 8:1-4.

Note the nature of these people. Firstly they are “children”. They are believers in the one true God but they are carnal not spiritual, so their faith does not deliver them as it could. They walk in judgment rather than blessing. Hebrews 12:4-13. Secondly they are “rebellious”; they have turned against their maker and Saviour and rejected his claims over their lives. They are neither loyal nor obedient to his legitimate demands instead they are rebels against their Lord. Thirdly they are “liars”; they will not tell the truth to themselves or one another, and they lie about spiritual realities, practicing the deception that makes them practically enemies of the truth, traitors to their God. Fourthly they are people who do not want to know the truth; they reject truth tellers and they will not hear the words of God’s servants.

10  Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits: 11  Get you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us.

Notice what the people say to the ministers of the Word, and notice also that the majority of these “servants of the Lord” did what their congregations wanted! Churches today can often run on questionnaires and “feed back”; that is not God’s methodology, unless the feedback is about effectiveness of pastoral communication of the truth and the people’s understanding and application of the same. We are not called to be people pleasers, for we are in very poor company if we please all the people, for the false prophets were in that category! God’s men and women speak the truth and leave their lives in God’s hands. 1 Kings 22:7-23, 2 Chronicles 16:7-10, 18:6-34, 24:18-27, 25:15-16, Jeremiah 1:17-19, Ezekiel 3:4-11, Acts 7:51-54, Hebrews 11:32-40.

Most would not be as honest as the speakers Isaiah mockingly quotes, but in effect this is what the crowds wanted from their tame prophets. They wanted lies to comfort their sins, deceit to wrap around with false comfort their evil plans, and no condemnation of any self centred actions. They wanted words as smooth as oil. They were not interested in truth, just comfort. They wanted men who spoke easy sermons that made them feel good, for they wanted not conviction of sins they didn’t believe they committed! They wanted no talk of “the way”, for they wanted to believe that there were many paths up the mountain and all sincere people would be alright. They didn’t want to hear of the holy God of Israel, but a watered down, weak, and less important god that they felt would let them all into heaven in the end. God will judge all such phoney prophets, dreamers, preachers and seers! Ezekiel 13:1-17, Micah 2:11, John 7:7, Romans 16:17-18, Ephesians 4:17-19.

12  Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of Israel, Because ye despise this word, and trust in oppression and perverseness, and stay thereon: 13  Therefore this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready to fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose breaking cometh suddenly at an instant. 14  And he shall break it as the breaking of the potters' vessel that is broken in pieces; he shall not spare: so that there shall not be found in the bursting of it a sherd to take fire from the hearth, or to take water withal out of the pit.

The Lord’s sentence is given to them and the reasons for the judgment are given. They will receive judgment because they have despised this word of the prophet, they have trusted in violence, fraud and injustice to get their money, and they have delighted in twisting what is straight to make it become crooked. They have a consistent life path of perversity and rejection of the standards of God. They have established their lives upon the pattern of false religion that is expressed by their rejection of God’s standards; they “stay their life upon” these evil things. Psalms 52:7-8, 62:8-10.

Judgment will fall upon them like the collapse of an outer wall after it has been breached by the invader. Disaster will suddenly fall upon them and they will be overwhelmed. When the Lord moves to judge he moves thoroughly and it is too late to ask for mercy. Psalms 73:18-20, Proverbs 29:1, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3, 2 Peter 3:9. When God is finished with them there will be nothing useful left in their houses, which isn’t broken to pieces. 

They will have everything they value taken from them because they did not value the Word of the Living God. Like a piece of pottery so badly broken that it’s pieces cannot even be used to carry fire or draw water like a spoon. They have sought their own pleasures and hated the things of God and the people who serve the Lord, just so will they be broken and dispersed for they have left no remedy other than judgment.
15  For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not. 16  But ye said, No; for we will flee upon horses; therefore shall ye flee: and, We will ride upon the swift; therefore shall they that pursue you be swift. 17  One thousand shall flee at the rebuke of one; at the rebuke of five shall ye flee: till ye be left as a beacon upon the top of a mountain, and as an ensign on an hill.

This first verse is one of the great commands and promises of the Bible, and it’s application is for all the ages of man. This is the Lord’s faith-rest policy for mankind upon the planet until eternity ends this earth’s existence. We are first to return to the one who gave his all for us on the Cross; and we are to return in genuine conviction and full repentance for our sins. Then we are to learn to rest in the promises of God and have faith in him to provide for us in the places of obedience on our walk through this world. 

In returning to active relationship with the Lord and resting in love with in his protection, will we find peace within and security without?  Matthew 11:28-29.  We will be delivered from danger and saved from our sins through his person and work alone. It is in and through this living relationship with Christ that we are delivered from all our troubles. What is the result of such faith-rest in life? It is that there is a spirit of quietness within the person, replacing the frantic search for fun and contentment through the details of life. This quietness has it’s partner result in the confidence that is now felt and expressed in the future, for the future is seen correctly now, as being in God’s hands. Psalms 125:1ff, Jeremiah 3:12-13, 21-25, Hosea 14:1-3, 9, John 5:39-40.

Instead of doing these things in repentance these foolish people planned their retirement package; they planned their escape with their money and goods, believing that they could flee from God and live well upon the earth elsewhere. So many today think they can escape the all seeing God; that they can ignore the truth and make their money and enjoy it on a palm fringed beach sipping on their drinks! They fail to ask the next question after those about a “comfortable retirement”; the next question is, “Then what?” 

If they ask that, then they confront their death and the end of all their wealth, and the account they must give to their creator and Saviour. What will they say then? “We had a relaxed time resting under the palm trees, thank you very much Lord”. He has given us instructions and they do not include resting under palm trees except to recharge before the next phase of the battle. We are his ambassadors, his soldiers, his evangelists, his prayer warriors, not his retirement home relaxers!   Even in our retirement from paid work, we are called to be his prayer warriors and witnesses still.
No swift horse or fast car can lead to our escape from our destiny, we are simply moving faster towards it! There is no escape from the plan of God except an early death. Refer to the BTB for the doctrinal study of  SIN -  SIN UNTO DEATH. No horse will give them security, nor is there anywhere to run from the justice and righteousness of God. We are called to embrace our destiny in Christ Jesus, for to flee is foolishness; it is to act without any wisdom at all. The book of Jonah is about this, for he tried to escape the plan of God by heading in the opposite direction. All such stupidity is exactly that – stupidity. Can man escape the eyes of God? Does the one who made all things not see? Psalms 33:13-22, 37:3-7, 147:7-11.

When men walk away from the security of a plan that will work out, then they are left with the doubts and panic of their own half baked plans that are sure to fail them. There is no strength in those who minds are not stabilized with a deep sense of righteousness, destiny and justice. The great armies of the past were great because individually they had men within them who had a deep sense of destiny that set them aside from fear of death, for their focus was solely on the great task they saw they had been given. 

Those with a deep sense of being part of a great plan, put together by the great God before he made all things, those people are stabilized under the greatest of pressures because they know that things will work out for glory. They are courageous in battles because they know their destiny is in the Lord’s mighty hands, whereas those who trust in their own strength will find it evaporate away in that day. Isaiah prophecies that they will see this only when the majority have died as a result of their sin, and the few left, like forlorn flags on a hill top, will finally look up to their deliverer. Amos 2:14-16, 9:1, Zephaniah 3:12-17, Zechariah 13:8-9, Matthew 24:21-28, John 15:4-16.

18  And therefore will the LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you: for the LORD is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him.

Even though there will only be a small remnant left the Lord is still operating in absolute mercy, for those who die will die in their persistent sin, and that is the sole reason for their death. Repentance always will open the door of forgiveness, and if it is not left too late to restoration of blessing. Even at the last moments of life, there is hope for salvation. This truth, of repentance opening the door to salvation, is no better illustrated than by the thief on the cross, who is a “mocker” initially but repents towards the end and is saved. He cannot be restored to any earthly blessing, he has left it too late for that, but he receives heavenly blessing. Matthew 27:44, Luke 23:39-43.

God waits to bless us; only our reluctance to accept his will hinders this. Literally God is tapping his foot waiting to bless us, yet we hinder this blessing flowing due to our sin and disobedience. He wants to pour forth his grace in order that his name may be exulted through the pouring of blessings. Exodus 34:5-7, Romans 9:14-24. He desires to be merciful. Because he is a God of judgment he will not overlook unrighteousness or sin, but will provide the way of mercy whereby the repentant sinner may be relieved of their burden. Psalms 46:10-11, 76:5-10. 

Blessing comes when we wait upon the Lord; when we depend upon him alone for our forgiveness and blessing. Psalms 2:12, 27:14, 28:6-9, 34:8, 40:1-3, 62:1-8, 84:10-12, Micah 7:7-9, Romans 8:25-28. Just a reminder to look up each of these hand picked verses, for they are not here as “proof texts” but a thematic study to take your people through to encourage them further in the doctrines Isaiah speaks of. 

19  For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: thou shalt weep no more: he will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when he shall hear it, he will answer thee.

There is encouragement in the words of the prophet, not just condemnation. They will be lifted up as a people again, and Jerusalem will be a safe place to dwell again. Note the order of the promised blessing again.

1.
They will dwell in safety and security in Jerusalem in that day.

2.
They will no longer weep for their losses, for they will no longer have the losses of the past.

3.
God will be gracious to them and will respond to their softest cry for help.

4.
At the moment of their silent, but heart felt, prayer request, he will respond with his answer there and then.

The promises of all of God’s prophets emphasize victory in the end, with Israel back in the land in belief and blessing, but it will come about only through great suffering and pressures. Jeremiah 31:10-17, 51:10, Ezekiel 20:40, 37:24-28, Zephaniah 3:14-20, Zechariah 1:14-17, 2:4-10, 8:3-12, Romans 11:26. They will weep no more after the Lord’s final victory. Revelation 7:17. God hears our prayers and in that day they will know his answers to all their prayers within seconds of thinking their prayer. Jeremiah 29:8-14, Matthew 7:7-12, Ephesians 3:20-21, 1 John 5:14-15.

20  And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers:

They have suffered self inflicted pain due to their rejection of the Lord’s men and women, but all that will change and they will place the teachers of God’s Word centre stage. They have eaten the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, but in that day there will be plenty for all. This is best seen as a reference to famine in the land, for the phrases mean there is a shortage of bread and water and eating and drinking assume great significance and are cause for significant praise and worship. Previously they rejoiced in plenty and ignored the teachers of the Word, pushing them into the “corners” of life, but affliction and starvation taught them that they needed to hear and obey the Word more. Psalms 30:4-6.

Israel had, as an integral part of their culture and worship, the reminders of the Exodus and the bread of affliction that they ate then, but they had ignored those lessons, and so affliction was added to them to bring them back to their senses. Deuteronomy 16:1-4, Psalms 80:4-7, 102:1-11. 127:1-2, Ezekiel 4:13-17, Amos 8:11-12, 9:9-15. There is glory in the end and rejoicing forevermore because the people return to truth, in which alone is security.

21  And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.

The sign of the spirit filled and led life is summed up in this verse; we know we are in relationship with someone because we are spoken to by them. God speaks through his Word and his Holy Spirit, who can bring to mind the words of guidance for all his children who walk through each day in a prayer and Bible saturated way. Many wonder why they do not receive guidance, yet they do not walk in the Word, nor do they practise prayerfulness. The guidance of the Lord is received as we advance, not from a stationary position! 

Note the way Isaiah describes this and see that the believer referred to is moving as they pray. God seeks us to be active, not passive. Guidance begins with prayer for forgiveness and a personal commitment to the path of God for life. Psalms 25:7-11, 143:8-11, Proverbs 3:1-8, 1 John 2:20-28. The Lord wants us to “cut a straight furrow” through life; this means to not allow distraction to take us off the path of life to which we are called. Deuteronomy 5:32-33, Joshua 1:5-7, Psalms 32:8-11, Proverbs 4:23-27. 

As I write these words I face a great financial test in my own life, with a series of serious decisions to be made in the months ahead; decisions which will affect my future finances and where I live and work. I am facing these things by practicing daily prayerfulness and Bible study saturation. I pray about the issue I face, but having prayed I leave them at the foot of the Cross and press on being as active as I can in study and writing of material, as is the Lord command to me within this ministry. I express my faith in the coming guidance as I move forward in obedience in ministry! 
This is the Biblical pattern. When the answer comes I will write it into the chapter of Isaiah that I am working on then. My job now is not to worry, but to pray, study and do the work to which I am called without distraction or day dreaming.  I wrote these words in 2005 and now in 2014 I still face impossible financial pressures and yet the Lord has kept me through these ten years.  Glory to God and praise His Holy Name.  In this worst of times I have written over 90 books for His glory.
22  Ye shall defile also the covering of thy graven images of silver, and the ornament of thy molten images of gold: thou shalt cast them away as a menstruous cloth; thou shalt say unto it, Get thee hence.

These people have taken particular care of their “idols” and ensured no pollution came near to their gods, yet they have not kept themselves close to their true God. A missionary in India many years ago recorded that the local people would bring their household gods outside to the front of their houses every Saturday morning and wash and clean them, and after garlanding them with fresh flowers would bring them back into their household shrines with singing. They were baffled by the missionary who they thought was an atheist, for he had no god image or form he worshipped and cleaned. 

The missionary was given a car for his work and one Saturday cleaned it outside and sang as he did so. All the pagans around him laughed and said aloud, “Ah, now we know the solid form of your god”. While he was able to recover his witness quickly all too many believers in the Lord spend more time on their false gods (house, car, job, position, money etc) than they do on the worship and service of the one true God. We need to cast away as unclean all gods that have found any space in our hearts and ensure we are cleaned out ready for the service and worship of the one true God. 2 Corinthians 6:17, 7:1, James 4:8,
23  Then shall he give the rain of thy seed, that thou shalt sow the ground withal; and bread of the increase of the earth, and it shall be fat and plenteous: in that day shall thy cattle feed in large pastures. 24  The oxen likewise and the young asses that ear the ground shall eat clean provender, which hath been winnowed with the shovel and with the fan. 25  And there shall be upon every high mountain, and upon every high hill, rivers and streams of waters in the day of the great slaughter, when the towers fall.

There will be amazing physical blessings in the Millennial kingdom, with nature’s curse removed with sin and death gone. There will be ecological recovery back to the state of Eden before the fall, but it will be world wide. Today we still garden under the effects of the curse upon the earth, and we fight weeds, bugs, snails, birds, rats, and diseases that decimate our crops; all these will be gone with the restoration of the Lord’s authority over the earth. The great “towers” for defence that the people built in rebellion against their God will all be fallen. The great Christian author J R R Tolkein drew from this verse when he wrote his famous book “The Lord of the Rings”, with it’s twin evil towers of the enemies of man.
26  Moreover the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the day that the LORD bindeth up the breach of his people, and healeth the stroke of their wound.

For the moon and sun to increase in brightness is a thing most strange, for today we keep out of the sun due to it’s harmful radiation with the depletion of the ozone layer over the last fifty years due to the pollution of the atmosphere by man. This world will literally “fry itself” over the next fifty years due to this pollution, so we know the days of fulfilment of the things Isaiah writes is not far off, for unless the Lord comes no man will be left alive. 

Having identified this, the sun and moon will increase in brightness during the millennium yet this will be the cause of joy rather than distress. The conditions of Eden and the pre-flood world are repeated, with the vapour canopy to protect the world again from the sun’s brightness, so that it is a joy and there is no danger being in the sun or moon light all the time. This is then a world without natural dangers, for it will be restored to the way it was originally made. 

The wounds received under judgment are healed and the torn nation is brought back together in the land; both individual healing and national restoration is in view here. The Jewish population is now scattered world wide and through the Great Tribulation they will suffer their greatest persecution until the day the Lord returns, and they are re-gathered from all the nations to become a great nation again in the land promised to the Patriarchs and David.

27  Behold, the name of the LORD cometh from far, burning with his anger, and the burden thereof is heavy: his lips are full of indignation, and his tongue as a devouring fire: 28  And his breath, as an overflowing stream, shall reach to the midst of the neck, to sift the nations with the sieve of vanity: and there shall be a bridle in the jaws of the people, causing them to err.

The Lord has holy and righteous anger at those who have ignored or abused his instructions, and have abused and persecuted his people. The Lord burns with anger in this “Day of Judgment”, to the same 100% level that he showed love and mercy towards them while the offer of salvation was open. They have no case against the Lord’s anger, for they have turned away from him for generations while his grace was offered, but now they justly face his wrath. Moses had warned the people, even before they entered the land of the reality of the final judgment of the Lord and they stand without excuse before him. Deuteronomy 32:15-22, also refer to, Daniel 7:9-14, Nahum 1:3-9, Matthew 25:31-46, 2 Thessalonians 2:8-11, Hebrews 12:29.
29  Ye shall have a song, as in the night when a holy solemnity is kept; and gladness of heart, as when one goeth with a pipe to come into the mountain of the LORD, to the mighty One of Israel.30  And the LORD shall cause his glorious voice to be heard, and shall shew the lighting down of his arm, with the indignation of his anger, and with the flame of a devouring fire, with scattering, and tempest, and hailstones.

The Feast of Tabernacles is finally and completely celebrated in Jerusalem and all the people come in with rejoicing over the final victory of the Lord over evil. There is the full fruit of the Holy Spirit present within every person present, for then they rejoice without measure, because the enemy is defeated and gone forever. Refer to the BTB for a study of the prophetic significance of the FEASTS OF ISRAEL. Joy as a fruit of the Holy Spirit is one of the genuine signs of those who are saved; Satan can counterfeit the gifts at times but never the fruits. Matthew 7:15-23, 12:33, 13:23, John 15:2-16, Romans 6:21-23, 7:4-6, 9:16-23, Philippians 1:9-11, James 3:17-18.

The Lord speaks out of heaven and the whole earth hears the one they have despised pronounce judgment upon them. Job 40:6-10, Psalms 29:2-9. The Lord speaks from the midst of all the awesome power of the natural phenomena he has made, and all men hear and are struck then with the awesomeness of the mighty God. Sadly, for the lost, their realisation of the reality of who God is comes too late for their salvation, for he announces their judgment and they hear him in their rebellion and hatred of him.
31  For through the voice of the LORD shall the Assyrian be beaten down, which smote with a rod. 32  And in every place where the grounded staff shall pass, which the LORD shall lay upon him, it shall be with tabrets and harps: and in battles of shaking will he fight with it. 33  For Tophet is ordained of old; yea, for the king it is prepared; he hath made it deep and large: the pile thereof is fire and much wood; the breath of the LORD, like a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it.

Those who struck the people of God with rods of iron will be beaten down with the very word of the Lord. The Lord’s staff now passes over the earth and his word judges all men, and where-ever his staff passes the people are sifted, for judgment or for blessing, exactly as he said they would be. There will be songs of joy as the judgment passes over the earth, for all the saved of earth will rejoice in the justice and righteousness of God and their deliverance through the fires of his coming. Luke 3:1-18, John 1:19-34. 

Hell is prepared from of old and there is plenty of capacity to receive all the lost there. Isaiah 14:9-11. These terrible verses answer the mocking voices of the “mighty” rejecters of the truth who argue that the Lord cannot possibly judge them for they are the majority of mankind and there will not be room enough for them in a small biblical hell! God’s preparation is thorough and there is plenty of room for those who reject him, from the mightiest to the least, and there is then plenty of room upon the restored earth for the saved to enjoy blessings for one thousand years! Refer to the BTB HELL AND HADES. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Once more we are confronted with human viewpoint rather than divine viewpoint. We do not defeat evil by forming alliances with other evil forces. We are called to stand with the Lord alone, never with evil people. God wants us to depend upon him alone, not to enter into any unequal relationships.

2. 
If we want to stand ashamed before the lost then we have the recipe of disaster here. All we have to do is lean upon the wrong object in faith, and then be embarrassed when it lets us down! Only God will never let us down; the arms of strong men will always eventually fail, but God will not fail his people. We are to faith-rest upon the Lord alone, and we are to wait upon the Lord’s deliverance.

3. 
Isaiah is told to erect a pillar or tablet of stone upon which the warning to Israel is given. He is to publicly announce the policy of God so that no-one in the nation will be without excuse for disobedience. This remains our task today; if men will not hear it is irrelevant, we are still called to warn in order that they be without excuse before God.

4. 
Beware the “feedback questionnaire” pastor! If it is telling you that you are not reaching your audience, or hitting your target it may be very useful, but if it is suggesting that you change your message you are a fool slipping downhill if you respond to the clamour for “smooth things”. Satan’s perversion of the truth is what unsaved men want, for they will not allow that they might be held responsible for their evil deeds. We are to preach the Word without any compromise, but with targeted precision to ensure all understand the truth of salvation and judgment.

5. 
No swift car will drive a man out of trouble he has made for himself! No armoured vehicle will protect us from the justice of God. Only walking in the will of the Lord will save us and deliver us from our sins and troubles.

6. 
The sole reason for judgment is persistent rejection of the Lord and his work and policy. Man must work hard to enter Hell, but enter it he will if he persists in rejection of God’s free grace and mercy. God desires to bless mankind; judgment is his strange work. It is only man’s reluctance to accept the Lord’s claims on their lives that leads man to Hell.

7. 
Let us be sure that no thing becomes our “idol” and robs us of time which has the Lord’s call upon it. We are to worship and give our time to the Lord’s will only. Now be sensible here pastor and beware of “nutters” who will take this too far and ignore their spouse and families. We are commanded to love, support and spend time with our loved ones; this is not idolatry of marriage and the family, it is obedience to the Lord’s commands. Idols are “things” not people.

8. 
The blessings upon earth of the Millennial kingdom are staggering and amazing. There will be a total restoration of the pre-flood days but with light shining upon the entire earth like never before, and all will rejoice in it without any dangers. Every time we get skin cancers burnt off we can give praise that one day there will be no dangers in the world to come!

9. 
All the great feasts of the Lord will be fulfilled completely; Pentecost has been fulfilled and Tabernacles will be in that great day when the Lord re-gathers his people. There is a plan, and in most of it’s details it was announced to Moses first, and has been celebrated in anticipation by Israel now for over three thousand years. God is great and his plan nears it’s final fulfilment in our days. Let us proclaim the truth for all to hear and be confronted by the righteous claims upon their lives of the one who made them.

10. 
Hell does await the lost, and then the final destination of Hell being the Lake of Fire. Let us not shy away from this truth in our preaching, for it is the flip side of the Gospel message and unsaved men and women need to know the natural consequences of their choice.

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

HELL AND HADES

SIN:  SIN UNTO DEATH

FEASTS OF ISRAEL

CHAPTER 31 - FALSE HOPE IN EGYPT BUT SURE DEFEAT FOR ASSYRIA

The government has made a fatal error in trusting in Egypt and the king and people will pay a terrible price for their arrogant trusting in a nation unable to save them, rather than trusting in the living God. The curse of Egypt will be swallowed up finally however, in the final victory of God over the Assyrians. The Lord is the Lord over history, and all the details of our lives are bound up in his plan. We are to rest secure in him and not trust ourselves to men who promise power and might, but are as mortal as us.
1  Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many; and in horsemen, because they are very strong; but they look not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the LORD!

If men take their own paths it is “WOE” to them. Ezekiel 17:11-20, Hosea 11:5-7. There is neither joy nor safety in the counsels of men. Note that Isaiah does not mince his words here; they have trusted in the wrong objects, rather than the right person. They have trusted in the cavalry of Egypt, and the chariots of Egypt, for they were the best and most numerous of the ancient world. The horsemen of the Egyptian army are strong and able with their tactics, but they will not stand against the tide of history, for their day in history is over. 
The error of these people of Israel is that they have not trusted in the Holy One of Israel, their Lord and God. He alone is great. God is not on the side of the big battalions, he is on his own side and his will is going to work out in spite of men’s thoughts. Deuteronomy 17:14-16, Psalms 20:6-9, 33:16-22, Daniel 9:13-14, Hosea 7:7, Amos 5:4-8.
2  Yet he also is wise, and will bring evil, and will not call back his words: but will arise against the house of the evildoers, and against the help of them that work iniquity.

Isaiah’s sarcasm is expressed again here. These counsellors of Hezekiah are “wise”, are they not, yet they have done this stupid thing! The Lord however is truly “wise” and he will act to judge theses fools and make ashamed all who trust in their counsel. These men are called “evil doers” for they work the works of the evil one, turning God’s people away from him to those who offer false help that will see them all killed. Satan’s policy is identified as evil, for it has malice towards God’s people at it’s very heart. These men have “worked iniquity” by getting God’s people to adopt policies that are not of God. All that is not of God is sin and evil! Romans 14:23. God will rise up to judge these men and their counsel will be defeated as the men they trust fall. Psalms 68:1-2, 78:32-39, 65-66, Isaiah 20:4-6, Jeremiah 44:29-30, Ezekiel 29:6-7.
3  Now the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their horses flesh, and not spirit. When the LORD shall stretch out his hand, both he that helpeth shall fall, and he that is holpen shall fall down, and they all shall fail together.

The reason that Egypt is not to be depended upon is that they are a nation of men who are fallible and mortal. They are not God, and to turn to them instead of God is the depths of stupidity on the part of Israel. Their horses are flesh and blood and will tire when hungry or thirsty and will die when the wind of God blows upon them. All God has to do is lift his hand and the great men of Egypt will fall down; and all those who trusted in them will fall also. Deuteronomy 32:29-43, Psalms 146:3-5, Acts 12:20-24, 2 Thessalonians 2:4-8. In Jeremiah’s day one hundred years later the same mistake will be made, and the people will see their city burn to the ground. Jeremiah 37:5-10.
4  For thus hath the LORD spoken unto me, Like as the lion and the young lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude of shepherds is called forth against him, he will not be afraid of their voice, nor abase himself for the noise of them: so shall the LORD of hosts come down to fight for mount Zion, and for the hill thereof.

When a lion attacked the flock to kill a sheep or goat it was not impressed nor frightened by shepherds, no matter how many came out and made noises to scare the lion away. Lions had no fear of unarmed men in that day and would destroy the flock with impunity. The Lord is the lion here and so all interpretations need to begin at that place rather than reading Babylon as the lion. While the lion is the symbol of both Assyria and Babylon the context here is clear; the Lord is moving to take his prey and the screams of the frightened false shepherds of Israel will not frighten him from his purpose. Numbers 24:8-10. Jeremiah will later liken the king of Babylon to a lion, Jeremiah 50:43-44, but this is not the image here. Like a mighty lion the Lord will fight for Zion and for Israel. Psalms 125:1-5.
5  As birds flying, so will the LORD of hosts defend Jerusalem; defending also he will deliver it; and passing over he will preserve it.

With the speed of a bird flying will he deliver Israel and Jerusalem in particular. With fluttering birds will the Lord screen Jerusalem from attack, delivering the population and setting them free from the besieging armies. Many today see this, as with other passages, as examples of the prophet seeing the squadrons of helicopter gun-ships hovering over the city and blasting the enemy forces and allowing the population and soldiers to flee. There is not need to go this far, for the language is metaphoric and refers to the speed of the Lord’s intervention and the numerous forces that he uses to overwhelm the attackers. God’s care is described as that of the mighty eagle. Exodus 19:4, Deuteronomy 32:11, Psalms 91:4.
6  Turn ye unto him from whom the children of Israel have deeply revolted.

The order is direct and to the point; repentance is required and that right soon! They must turn back to their Lord and God or they will suffer the fate of the nations. The prophet has consistently asked the people to repent and return to the Lord their God, and the remaining prophets of Israel continue God’s heart felt appeal. 2 Chronicles 30:6-12, Isaiah 55:6-7, Jeremiah 3:10-15, 14:19-22, 31:18-21, Hosea 14:1-9, Joel 2:12-14.
7  For in that day every man shall cast away his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which your own hands have made unto you for a sin.

Men will see in that day of judgment that the idols of silver and gold, although made of precious metals, are of no value at all and they will be thrown into the rubbish/spoil pile. Ezekiel 36:25-30. We value things according to what the world assigns value and worth, yet the true value of a thing is it’s relationship to the truth of God. Many people have valued shares and share certificates, yet in a time when investor confidence drops these things can go from $20-00 per share to being worth 20c as we saw twice last century in the late 1920s, 1987, and in 2007 again. Where is their worth? It is only as men value them at the time. Even gold is no value when a man is hungry unless another is prepared to sell him food for gold. If food is all there is, then an orange is worth more than it’s weight in gold!
8  Then shall the Assyrian fall with the sword, not of a mighty man; and the sword, not of a mean man, shall devour him: but he shall flee from the sword, and his young men shall be discomfited.

The mighty men of the Assyrian army feared nothing, yet they will all fear the sword of the Lord. The great army of the enemy will be encamped around about Jerusalem and will all die in a night of some form of plague that the Lord sends amongst them. He uses his sword against them and they are defeated, but the sword of mere men is of no value against them. Deuteronomy 32:39-47.
9  And he shall pass over to his strong hold for fear, and his princes shall be afraid of the ensign, saith the LORD, whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem.

The scared people will not be the enemies of Assyria but the Assyrians themselves. This will occur with the king who besieges Jerusalem, who as we will see flees the siege after the death of his army overnight and escapes back to his capital city. He is there killed by his own sons while at prayer in the temple of his gods. Isaiah 37:36-38. The Lord is a consuming fire, Ezekiel 22:17-22, and he will burn up the dross from his people and the flower of the enemy forces will fall under the blast from his breath of judgment. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Once again the message to our own day rings as clearly as it did to Isaiah’s day. There is no security in any power other than the Lord, nor is there safety outside his plan for our life. We are to seek no alliances, nor are we to court favours of men, but are to stand before the Lord alone, trusting our lives to him.

2. 
No wealth will save the doomed man, nor will the fast car help him escape his fate; man simply flies faster towards his judgment day. There is no escape from the Lord when man seeks to fly from judgment. 

3. 
God’s grace and mercy are great, but they have limits. The free offer of salvation comes to all men but we decide whether to respond or not. Repentance is the Lord’s call to all mankind. If this warning is mocked and ignored then the person mocking has themselves to hold responsible for the results that will surely fall upon them. 

4. 
God WILL BE VICTORIOUS in the end. We are to proclaim the prophetic truth with focus and certainty, for our Lord is God and he will rule this earth in power.

CHAPTER 32 - THE KING REIGNING IN RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE MILLENNIUM

In contrast to the previous chapters there is now no “woe” for the judgment of the nation is complete and the King now reigns in righteousness upon his throne in Jerusalem. The purified nation of Judah enters the newness of the Kingdom of Righteousness under the glorious reign of the King of Kings and Lord of all lords. Psalms 45:1-7, Proverbs 8:12-31.

1  Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment.

From days when injustice ruled upon the earth and evil men rose to high positions, now the King of righteousness rules, and his princes are true and faithful to his standards, giving commands only in accordance with his perfect will. Jeremiah 23:5-8, 33:15-17, Hosea 3:4-5, Zechariah 9:9-11, Romans 5:21, Hebrews 1:4-9, Revelation 19:11-14, 20:11, 21:3-4. We are apt to think of the Lord as “gentle Jesus”, but he is not appropriately called that since the resurrection. Thomas gives us the clue as to how we ought to respond to the Lord. “And Thomas answered him and said unto him, ‘my Lord and my God’.” John 20:28. 

We need to fall at the Lord’s feet more often than we do. Modern Christians are too casual and folksy with God and miss the majesty of the Lord’s present position at the right hand of the Father, and fail to appreciate even a little of the glory of the Millennial kingdom, let alone eternity and the new heavens and earth.

2  And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.

Every one of the many princes who rule under the Lord in that day will be comforters to the needy and shelters from the storms of life; they will rule as fathers to their people, with love, care and concern. People will still have difficulties in daily life in that day but they will have the princes to assist them. No-one will be alone without expert and caring counsel. The millennial kingdom period will be a time of perfect environment but inter-personal disputes will still occur and they will find perfect counsel from the Lord’s princes who are positioned in every country and region. 

There are four analogies to the righteous and just rulership of the princes. Firstly they are like a shelter from the winds that blow. Psalms 32:6-7. When winds of change and pressures blow upon us it is good to know the strong stable love and counsel of one who can give good advice and encouragement. They are also referred to as shelter from the storms, and rivers of water in the dry places, and they act as the shadow of a mighty rock in the heat of the day. Psalms 31:1-5. They both protect the body and nourish the soul of those under their care during this time.
3  And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken. 4  The heart also of the rash shall understand knowledge, and the tongue of the stammerers shall be ready to speak plainly.

If there was any doubt as to the nature and identity of the King we are reminded that he is the one who made the deaf hear and the blind see. There is universal healing ministered, possibly through the princes as agents of the king, to all that have needs for physical healing. In the days of the Lord’s earthly ministry he healed but tried to keep this aspect low key, but once he rules he ensures all who need healing are attended to quickly by his princes. There is also universal education and the learning and speaking difficulties of people are healed by the princes. Mark 7:31-37, 8:22-29, 2 Corinthians 4:6, 1 John 2:20-21. 

All these things are now understood as “faulty genetics” and so when children are born in the Millennial Kingdom they will still inherit their parents weaknesses and tendencies and will need both healing and correction at times. Nature is restored to perfect environment over time and external temptations are removed with Satan’s imprisonment, but problems still exist that people must work through and they can still sin by direct disobedience to the Lord’s commands. In this time they have perfect government, expert help and immediate and complete healing for all problems that they ask for assistance in. They may still personally rebel however, for man’s free will is intact through this time and the Old Sin Nature is still there, but with maximum opportunity to control it and rule themselves well God’s way.
5  The vile person shall be no more called liberal, nor the churl said to be bountiful. 6  For the vile person will speak villany, and his heart will work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy, and to utter error against the LORD, to make empty the soul of the hungry, and he will cause the drink of the thirsty to fail. 7  The instruments also of the churl are evil: he deviseth wicked devices to destroy the poor with lying words, even when the needy speaketh right. 8  But the liberal deviseth liberal things; and by liberal things shall he stand.
Keil translates this passage. “The fool will no longer be called a nobleman, nor the crafty a gentleman.” There will still be fools and crafty, devious people who will try to trick and cheat others, but they will be quickly exposed by the Princes. They will not be able to rise up into any position of power, nor be given any credit for brains they don’t have, nor open opportunity to deceive. Proverbs 23:6-9. 

There will be judgment of these people as they crop up through the centuries, for the Millennial Kingdom lasts 1000 years and many will be born into it who have not known the old world of slavery to sin and death. Even with perfect environment, without Satan to tempt, over the years, there are some that will fall into sin and try to lead others astray. The Millennium is God’s last piece of evidence in the Angelic Conflict as to the free will of man and the fairness of his judgment of Satan, the fallen angels and all men who deliberately select sin and evil as their life style choice.

People will be known by their deeds in that period of history and called out for what they truly are, for the chance to be hypocrites will be slight, given the wisdom and power exercised by the Princes. Who are these Princes? It would appear that they are selected believers from the previous ages of history, who in resurrection body, rule over the earth under the Lord’s direction. 2 Timothy 2:12, Revelation 5:8-10, 11:15-18, 20:4-6. The grand parliament is made up of the twenty four elders, comprising both Israel and the church age leaders, with many levels of “princes” beneath them.

Verse six makes clear that some will continue to follow their own whims at this time and lie and cheat and deceive, but they will be found out by the princes and judged. The Millennium will prove that perfect environment and perfect government will not make perfect people, but that even then some will give way to self centeredness and will hurt others. There is no reason that is logical or right for sin and crime; it is simple selfishness and self centeredness. Even at this wonderful time there will be people who will offend against almighty God. People will abuse others and hurt them unnecessarily. They will be judged quickly, but they will still do such things, from their own free will, with no-one able to blame the devil! 

Evil is self centeredness; it seeks it’s own fun at others expense and cares not for the hurt caused to others. The wicked person targets the poor and needy and even when the poor tell the truth they are abused. These things will be quickly put right by the princes but they will occur at this time. It is a warning of what will be the end of the Millennial Kingdom period. Revelation 20:7-9. There will be the greatest rebellion of all time against God, led by Satan, who is released for one last time. 
This is the final act for those who have grown up in the Millennial Kingdom to express their volition for or against the one who gave them perfect environment, and the majority will side with Satan! Through it all however the noble will remain noble and they will practise righteousness under the Princes guidance. The entire creation of man is about freedom of choice and this will find it’s ultimate expression in these last years of the history of this present earth. Refer to the BTB for the study on the GOD – DIVINE DECREES, and also, GOD - DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FREE WILL.

9  Rise up, ye women that are at ease; hear my voice, ye careless daughters; give ear unto my speech. 10  Many days and years shall ye be troubled, ye careless women: for the vintage shall fail, the gathering shall not come.

This begins a strange section of this chapter, and we must ask at the outset, is Isaiah speaking to women of his day, or women of the days of the Millennial Kingdom, or both? Is this a separate prophetic word altogether? Keil and Delitzsch certainly believe so. It appears to them that this is different time and unrelated to the earlier verses. While this may be true, the thoughts are certainly linked together, for the men who deceive and dissemble in verses 6-7 find their female counterparts in verses nine and following. It may be that the two sections of this chapter are related and that the warnings are both to the women of Isaiah’s day and to the women who will fall into self centeredness later in the Millennium also. 

Sadly, as we have seen, the people of the later Millennial Kingdom fall into the same sins as ancient Judah did, and in the end join Satan in his rebellion against the Lord in the “Gog-Magog” Rebellion at the end of the thousand years. History does repeat itself and Isaiah’s words are recorded as a warning to both generations of the dangers of forgetting the grace and mercy of the Lord. Even though the prophetic history is already “written”, that is, these things will sadly happen, Isaiah’s words act as a “no excuse warning” for the people of the yet future. They exercise free will to sin, just as the women of Judah did before the Assyrian attacks.

Note the intentions and actions of the women that Isaiah rails against; and rail is the right word. He is very hot on this topic. It is almost as if he can understand the evil men being stupid but has expected more from the women, for they have been delivered from so much more. He recalls the terrible suffering of the women of his day because of their rebellion against the standards of the Lord and is angry as he thinks that such foolishness is going to be repeated in the Millennial Kingdom by women who owe everything to the Lord who provided them with perfect environment and safety. They will make themselves unsafe fit for judgment, and are unable to blame anyone other than themselves, nor is there any good excuse for their actions against the Lord, for they have every good thing from him.

It is a psychologically interesting fact, that if you help some people, they resent you, and will even hate you later. Many clients in my counselling practise report incidents daily that reflect this truth. The reason behind it is a “root of bitterness”, or envy, or jealousy, or resentment that just hates having to receive help, for in their pride they believe they should be able to do all things without anyone’s help. It is this “root” sin of pride that is at the heart of man’s rebellions against his creator and Saviour.  

Satan directly tempts Adam in the Garden of Eden and appeals to this pride at the heart of Adam, but Satan and his demons are bound for the entire Millennial Kingdom so the origin of this sin must come from the Old Sin Nature of the individuals without any external help. Not all people alive then will fall into this sin indicating that it is the decision that is made deep within to follow pride rather than gratitude towards God, that is the source of rebellion. Hebrews 12:15-29. 

This passage of Hebrews will be another written warning to the people of that day. The Bible is the text book for the Millennial Kingdom and will be well taught by the princes and others, so that none of those who later rebel can possibly give any excuse. The Millennial is not just a reward for the earth and it is certainly not heaven; it is the last testing time for man and the final evidence that unsaved men who are condemned are in the same category as the fallen angels. Both fallen man and the fallen angels have no reason to rebel, against the one who gave them their life and all the blessings of it; their rebellion is a free will originated revolt against love and truth!

Note in verse nine the problem of the women of both periods Isaiah addresses his words to. They are “at ease”; spiritually they are asleep, relaxing in the plenty of the land, enjoying the physical blessings of peace and prosperity without due regard to worship towards the one who has given all the blessings. They are ordered to “rise up”, stand and listen to the Word of God that will save them from the disaster that is coming. Jeremiah 6:2-10, Amos 6:1-6, Matthew 13:9. The women need to hear the Word and obey the Word or they will be swept into destruction that their obedience can avoid. 

Micah 1:5-16 tells of the exact route the Assyrians took and the destruction of the cities that were filled with spiritual apostacy. The rebellious women of Isaiah’s day would be handed into the hands of the cruel Assyrians, and the spiritually negative women of the latter Millennium would enter freely into the final Gog-Magog rebellion. This final rebellion occurs when all the righteous have, in obedience to the Lord have come up to Jerusalem for their yearly worship of the Lord Jesus Christ in the Feast of Tabernacles, and Satan, newly released, gathers all those who have refused to come up and leads them in the last great rebellion. Zechariah 14:16-21, Revelation 20:7-10.

Verse ten could also apply in both periods of time. We know that there was famine and great distress for years after the Assyrian invasion because they destroyed everything in their path. From the Zechariah passage it is clear that those who do not come up to the Feast of Tabernacles towards the end of the Millennium also suffer crop failures. This, rather than correcting them and reminding them that they have their blessing only in Christ, makes them resentful so that they rebel when they have the opportunity. Adversity does not always bring people to their knees; indeed if pride is their sin they will have the evil in their soul go deeper. Hosea 2:6-17, Joel 1:8-20.

11  Tremble, ye women that are at ease; be troubled, ye careless ones: strip you, and make you bare, and gird sackcloth upon your loins. 12  They shall lament for the teats, for the pleasant fields, for the fruitful vine. 13  Upon the land of my people shall come up thorns and briers; yea, upon all the houses of joy in the joyous city: 14  Because the palaces shall be forsaken; the multitude of the city shall be left; the forts and towers shall be for dens for ever, a joy of wild asses, a pasture of flocks;

Verse eleven makes it very clear that the situation they face is potentially fatal for them. They are urged to go in the opposite direction to the one they are heading in. Instead of ease and relaxed enjoyment of wine and food in their fine clothes they are to put on sackcloth and ashes and mourn their sins and pray for deliverance. If the women of his own day fail to respond to God’s prophet they will be terrified, and they will be stripped bare by the Assyrians. Today we would say, “be very scared”; in other words, get this message right or you will suffer the ultimate penalty. They are to hear, obey and repentance will open the door for songs of joy once more. Habakkuk 3:16-19. Jesus also warned of catastrophe for ignoring the time of visitation from the Lord. Luke 23:24-32. 

There is drought and destruction in the land as a result of the negativity of the people of that day, as there will be drought in the Millennial in the areas where the people refuse to come up to Jerusalem to celebrate the Lord’s provision through the Feast of Tabernacles. There will be real cause for Lamentations instead of rejoicing for the disobedient, for their loss of personal fertility (teats/nipples) and their loss of the blessings of the fertility of the land. To beat upon the breasts was a symbolic act of mourning and also for the loss of children, and/or the loss of the possibility of childbearing. These women will lose everything if they fail to heed the warnings of Isaiah; both in his own day and in the Millennial Kingdom. Instead of productive crops there will be briars and thorns, and the city that at present is rejoicing and in party mood will be silent and mournful. 

Thorns will fill their devastated houses and flocks will pasture in the grass growing in the midst of the buildings that were once palaces of the rich. The daily hustle and bustle of the market place will be replaced by the bleating of wild flocks of sheep and goats that graze where people once played and traded. All this is so unnecessary; all they must do to avoid judgment is be obedient to the simple and straight forward commands of the Lord Jesus Christ, who has done all for them and simply asks for appropriate worship as their thanks offering.
15  Until the spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest. 16  Then judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain in the fruitful field. 17  And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever. 18  And my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting places; 19  When it shall hail, coming down on the forest; and the city shall be low in a low place.

The turning point for the nation will only ever be the pouring out of the Holy Spirit, for only God can bless and restore them to fruition. God alone can restore the earth to its pre-fall status, and he alone can form the new heavens and the new earth. Revelation 21-22. 

Israel will be restored and there will be blessing again in the land even after Isaiah’s day. There will be revival later under Josiah and finally through the captivity and the work of Nehemiah and Ezra the nation will be restored to prosperity and blessing. The new temple will be built and the Saviour will visit that temple. All these blessings are yet to come upon repentance, and the Millennial Kingdom will be the pinnacle of blessing upon the earth in a physical sense. 

There will be forests of blessing in the Millennial Kingdom, with the places that were desert blooming with fruitful trees and production will be great in all areas where people are obedient to the Lord God. The Millennial Kingdom begins this way, for the Lord has never cast away totally his people; the remnant who repent are always provided with the opportunity for blessing and the Holy Spirit is poured in abundance upon them all. Psalms 94:14-15, 104:30, 107:33-34, Ezekiel 39:29, Joel 2:28-32, Zechariah 12:10-14, Romans 11:18-26. It is repentance from all evil that alone opens the door for blessing. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, Titus 2:11-14, 1 Peter 2:9-12, 4:1-7.

The effect of the victory of the Lord Jesus Christ is peace in the fullest possible meaning of that term; it is SHALOM in every area of life. Psalms 85:8, 119:165, Romans 14:17, Philippians 4:6-9, James 3:17-18. When God’s provisions are rejoiced in there is peace of mind and quietness of soul with absolute assurance of God’s power and future plan. Maturity of faith relaxes in the provisions of the Lord for us. Psalms 112:6-9, Proverbs 14:26-27, Ezekiel 31:18-28, 39:29, Micah 4:1-7, 1 John 3:18-24.

In the Millennial Kingdom there will be finally a peaceful place for all the people to dwell in safety and assurance of their salvation and future blessing. They will however still allow resentment to build and finally will rebel against it, but nothing can remove the reality of the blessing that the Lord gave them. 

The Jewish people during this time have peace and safety for the first time in their history as a nation and it lasts for one thousand years, and the saved from this time enter into the eternal kingdom of the Lord to enjoy him forever. Isaiah 33:17-22, 35:8-10, 60:15-22, Jeremiah 23:5-8, 33:14-21, Ezekiel 34:25-28, Hosea 2:18-23, Zechariah 2:5-12, Hebrews 4:9-10, 1 John 4:17-19. Truly he has loved us and provided all blessings for us forever.

Even though there is great blessing the entire world will be “hailed upon” with the fire of judgment from the Lord. Revelation 20:9. The cities of that day, that have had blessing and prosperity for 1000 years will be flattened by this penultimate of all judgments upon the earth, and then after the Great White Throne Judgment occurs and this world is wrapped up and put away, replaced by a new heavens and a new earth. Ezekiel 13:10-16, Matthew 7:25.

20  Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters, that send forth thither the feet of the ox and the ass.

There is blessing in the midst of judgment, for there are those who keep on obeying the Lord and coming up to Jerusalem each year to celebrate Tabernacles. They sow by the free waters that flow freely in the blessed lands in habited by the obedient of the Lord. They can let their animals roam freely for there is blessedness and prosperity in their lands due to their rejoicing in their Lord. Both Micah and Isaiah prophesied doom for those who rebelled against the Lord’s clear words.  

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
The principle that occurs throughout this book is that repentance brings blessing, disobedience judgment. This remains the eternal principle of the Lord for us to get hold of and apply in every day life; we are to be obedient to the words of the Lord and follow through on all he orders for us to do.

2. 
The issue is not ecology today, and it never is! Even at the time when there is perfect environment there will be rebellion against the holy will of the Lord. We are not to be distracted by ecological projects, no matter how worthy, for no environmental change will have any effect at all upon the heart of man. In the best and worst of ecologies men and women can face the need of their Saviour, and in the midst of perfect beauty mankind can turn against the one who provided all things of beauty.

3. 
We may rule at this time in history. It would appear that those who win the crowns of life may be appointed as rulers in this time of Millennial reign of Jesus the Christ. If we are called to this service it will be a joy for one thousand years, but will end in the same way as the previous ages did, in rebellion against the loving God. Those who rule with the Lord in those days will have the relaxed mental attitude that we can have now, as they relax in the plan of God and the perfection of the character and works of the merciful and loving God who always provides everything man needs and leaves the rebel without any excuse before him.

4. 
It is not politics, nor environment that makes people change and become perfect, it is only the power of the Holy Spirit within them that transforms them. Man’s free will is the battleground throughout the ages of this world, and only into eternity will this great battle be over. Even without Satan some from mankind will rebel against God’s perfect provisions and express their negativity. The present application of this reality is to reject politics or ecological activity as any solution to the problems of mankind. Only spiritual solutions will work for man, never the political or ecological actions of activists trying to bring back Eden. Eden will be restored but it will fail to produce perfect people, for it never could do such a thing. Perfect environment simply produces another challenge to fallen man, and one that the majority again will fail to meet. 

5. 
Even with the Lord Jesus Christ ruling personally from Jerusalem at this time there will be negative volition expressed and many will refuse to come up to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. When we find men and women resistant to the Gospel message today, we need to remember this time period and recall that even the Lord himself during both his advents faced rejection of his person, words and works. There is no logical reason for these people to reject the Lord; just their negative volition will drive them to reject him and uphold their own desires over against their maker’s over them. 
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GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - FREEWILL

NOTES

CHAPTER 33 - WOE UPON THE SPOILER (ASSYRIA) BUT ALSO LATER UPON ALL THE SPOILERS OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION PERIOD

The Assyrian looked unbeatable in Isaiah’s day. They had dominated the Middle East for over two hundred years and no-one was even on the horizon who could be seen as a nation able to destroy them. It would take an alliance of three powers to achieve their destruction and even then only a flood from the Lord taking out a major section of city wall defeated them in the end. 

Jonah had preached in the 860s BC and Isaiah is writing this in the 710s, and they will finally succumb to their enemies in the early 600s BC, one hundred years after Isaiah spoke this. They looked invincible yet their days were numbered because they had only a limited time to play their part on the stage of history and then be gone forever. God’s plan is being worked out, not man’s plans!

1  Woe to thee that spoilest, and thou wast not spoiled; and dealest treacherously, and they dealt not treacherously with thee! when thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled; and when thou shalt make an end to deal treacherously, they shall deal treacherously with thee.

They were keeping on spoiling at the time of Isaiah’s writing, and they would keep right on conquering and spoiling other nations right up until their fall. This is the only empire in history that does not fall with a slow decay period first; they fell while still supremely powerful. Their judgment came from the Lord God alone; they did not decay within. Right until the very end they were arrogant, cruel and confident in their power and ability to withstand even the alliance that came finally against them. 

The end came for Assyria at a time when they thought that by their alliances with the wild tribes of the north that they were safe from invasion. They had defeated the Babylonians again and again, but each time the Chaldeans arose and rebuilt their power, and under an energetic king Nabopolassar, and his greater son and general, Nebuchadnezzar, they formed an alliance in 614 BC with the Medes, under their king CyaXerxes to try to join together to defeat the Assyrians once and for all; it was to be a battle to the death. If the Assyrians came against Babylon again they would kill every living thing for miles around, so the Chaldeans knew that they had to destroy the Assyrians totally and utterly, leaving them no chance of come back. 

The Assyrian king Shin Skar Ishkun, had established a treaty with the Scythian king. The Scythians were warrior cavalry tribes from the northern steppes where 1000 years later the Huns, Goths, Vandals and Mongols would come from. They valued only the gold they wove into their garments, treasures that could be carried on horses, and women. The Assyrians thought that they could use these wild men to the north as their buffer against wilder groups and as a scourge to raid the Chaldean and Median areas. By using these “spoilers and looters” against their enemies the Assyrians hoped to be able to continue their own “spoiling” to the West and South.

In the marvellous plan of God the Median king met “by chance” the Scythian king in the open fields and they spoke together with their armies around them. The discussion probably went as follows. “Why raid our territories, for all we have left is what the Assyrians have not taken. We are attacking them to revenge ourselves on them, but for you it is in their city that the greatest loot of the world is located, for they have plundered everywhere for over three hundred years. Join us and you can have the loot you want; we will split it with you and there will be plenty for us all”. Whatever the actual dialogue the Scythians struck a deal and the three great armies of Babylon, Media and the cavalry of the Scythians descended on Nineveh in May of 612BC. Nineveh was a super city, comprising three cities with a plain in between them, with an enormous wall around the lot, over seven miles in length.

They besieged the city for three months to no avail. Finally in July of 612 BC after a great river flooded, a section of the wall was washed away and the hordes of the three armies poured into the city, killing and looting as they went. The Scythians took all they could carry, threw a woman over each saddle and rode away back to the steppes, leaving the Babylonians and Medes to finish the sack of the city. The wealth of this city set up the Median government to balance their budgets for the next two hundred years. One significant Assyrian army escaped the assault and fought it’s way to Haran and by 611 BC defended that city against attack, while calling upon the Egyptians for help. Why would Egypt help them? They had been invaded and felt the Assyrian’s cruelty, but they would have feared the Babylonian and Median power combination even more, for they would be the next target of this coalition. 

In the campaign season of 610 BC the Babylonians and Medians again combined to attack the remnants of the Assyrian forces to the north and moved to isolate the last army in Haran. Battles raged for the next four years until in 606 BC the last great battle, and one of the greatest of the ancient world, the battle of Carchamesh was fought in which Nebuchadnezzar defeated the last of the Assyrians and the Egyptian army that had come to help them. The spoiler was finally spoiled and none were left alive to tell the tale. 

The vassal states of Babylon and Media had dealt “treacherously” with the Assyrians, just as the Assyrians had dealt with all other nations, and now they were no more. Ezekiel 31:3-14, Nahum 1:1ff, Zephaniah 2:13ff.

2  O LORD, be gracious unto us; we have waited for thee: be thou their arm every morning, our salvation also in the time of trouble.

The Assyrians are still very much the power and the Jews of the land prayed this prayer for deliverance from their evil actions. They cast themselves upon the gracious and stable character of God, for that is what godly prayer involves. We ask for things in accordance with the character of God, not our own desserts. The prophet asks first for grace for all the people, then he makes separate prayers for the soldiers, then the non-combatants. He asks that the Lord will be their arm each morning, strengthening them for the battles ahead. For the general population he asks that they will be delivered, lifted up by salvation in their time of trouble. Even though the prophet knows the battles are coming because of national sin, he remains a patriot and does not want to see his people killed by the enemy but saved from death and distress. Psalms 27:13-14, 55:22-23, 62:1-8, 123:2, 130:5-8, 143:6-12, Isaiah 25:9,  2 Corinthians 1:3-4.

3  At the noise of the tumult the people fled; at the lifting up of thyself the nations were scattered. 4  And your spoil shall be gathered like the gathering of the caterpiller: as the running to and fro of locusts shall he run upon them.

When the Lord God “lifted up” his hand against the mighty Assyrians they were totally defeated and scattered to the four winds. As the caterpillar and the locust destroy everything in their path, just so will the armies of the coalition comb the ruins of Nineveh and take everything that is of value and burn the rest to the ground. The Babylonians spent considerable time demolishing the walls to ensure that no vestige of their army could ever return to the site of the great city and rebuild the defences quickly. Psalms 46:6-10. 

5  The LORD is exalted; for he dwelleth on high: he hath filled Zion with judgment and righteousness. 6  And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times, and strength of salvation: the fear of the LORD is his treasure.

Revival of the spiritual life of Judah will deliver them from disaster. The turning point is that the Lord God is exulted; he is given the proper place in worship amongst his people, and the nation’s history changes from disaster to deliverance as they worship their God. There is the establishment of genuine righteousness and justice in the land. Exodus 15:2-3, Job 40:7-14, Psalms 21:11-13.

The land is re-established in righteousness and judgment, and then the other “virtues” are re-established in the land. Genuine wisdom that is Bible based once again is valued, and those who are wise teach, and true knowledge is now taught rather than the lies of the past. The strength of the people is then their spiritual certainties; they rest in the knowledge of the Word of God and are saved both spiritually and physically, and they know true wealth now. Psalms 112:1-3, Proverbs 15:6, 19:23, Matthew 6:31-34, 1 Timothy 6:3-8.
7  Behold, their valiant ones shall cry without: the ambassadors of peace shall weep bitterly. 8  The highways lie waste, the wayfaring man ceaseth: he hath broken the covenant, he hath despised the cities, he regardeth no man. 9  The earth mourneth and languisheth: Lebanon is ashamed and hewn down: Sharon is like a wilderness; and Bashan and Carmel shake off their fruits.

There is no answer from the army or the diplomats; all have been reduced to tears by the Assyrians, who delighted in threatening words being said. The soldiers weep outside the city, where they are posted as the forward defences, and the ambassadors, who may have returned from the siege at Lachish weep also as they contemplate the disaster unfolding in the countryside outside Jerusalem. These were the men crying “peace” when there was no peace, and they weep now, for their plans are all unravelled. 2 Kings 18 – 19. Religious revival only occurs after all military and political hope is lost, for until then the people and the king do not go before the Lord with an open heart ready to obey him.

The highways are deserted and no traveller passes by anymore, for all stray men and women on the roads are killed by the Assyrian cavalry; the entire countryside is a “no go” area. Sennacherib had broken the treaty he had signed with Hezekiah, as recorded in 2 Kings 18:14-17, and had pursued the battles for his own purposes. 

There was no reason other than the sheer delight in destruction and capture of the enemy that motivated him. He loved to kill those he considered his enemies. People tend to love their own cities, to see each street and favourite houses as significant places, yet an invader does not see anything other than walls to be broken down and people to be killed or captured, and he cares for nothing except for loot. Even the earth was, as it were, in mourning for what was happening in the land. The forests decay untended or are cut down for military purposes.  The crops of the fruit trees fall off to the ground for there is no-one there to harvest them.
10  Now will I rise, saith the LORD; now will I be exalted; now will I lift up myself. 11  Ye shall conceive chaff, ye shall bring forth stubble: your breath, as fire, shall devour you.

Revival delivers the nation three times over the next century; firstly in 701 BC when the army is destroyed outside the walls of the city, then again under Manasseh in 681 BC when Sennacherib was killed, and then again in 612 BC when Assyria falls, even though Josiah will die wrongly trying to stop Pharaoh Necho from going to Carchamesh. 2 Kings 23:29. It is the Lord who delivers from the enemy each time, not the efforts of men. 

The Lord rises up and he is exulted by his actions of judgment. He moves unilaterally against Sennacherib and his army. He is murdered by two of his sons, Adram-melech and Sharezar, who are referred to as “chaff and stubble”.  The great King defeats his enemies but is defeated by two of his own sons in the temple of his god. 2 Kings 19:37. 

He was a man who spoke as having “fire” towards others, yet he was proved to be finally defeated from within his own family. The surviving son who took over after him, was however a great king, Esar-Haddon, who defeated and conquered Egypt and Babylon.
12  And the people shall be as the burnings of lime: as thorns cut up shall they be burned in the fire. 13  Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done; and, ye that are near, acknowledge my might.

The destruction of Nineveh was a terrible one; as bad as anything the Assyrians had ever done to others. The city burned to the ground and the fires were so hot they baked hard the tablets of the library and turned the people into lime (fertilizer); their bodies were disintegrated by the heat of the furnaces created by the fire storms that raged through the packed city. The Lord calls on all who are either afar off or close by to hear what he has done and acknowledge that the Lord alone has done this.

14  The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?

Those previously comfortable in their sins are now terrified, as they see that all their illicit pleasures are swept away by the invasion. When people fear they are about to die their values shift considerably. Imagine the thoughts of the man who has robbed others to build a great series of farms around the land, for he is now as impoverished as everyone else again. His fields are deserted his managers, family and workers dead or captured, and he is unable to even visit his properties. Those who lived for sexual pleasure are waiting for a slow death at the hands of their terrible enemy and can find now no pleasure in sex. Death is the leveller of all the foolishness of man. Psalms 58:5.

Believers can have confidence in the Lord in the midst of a crisis, but the unbeliever or believer without doctrine have only their worst fears as their night time companion. The stark choice for all in a crisis is, will we live in FAITH-REST or PANIC PALACE? God calls us to the place of resting in his promises. Exodus 14:13-14, Deuteronomy 31:6, 8, Isaiah 41:1, 9-10, 18-19, Psalms 55:22, Philippians 4:4-7, 1 Peter 5:6-7.

The play actors of religion are in the worst possible place; for they have played with truth yet never taken their rest within it. Hypocrites in a crisis will panic more than most, for they have no hope that they believe in. They are genuinely surprised by the fear that grips them, for they have fooled even themselves about their beliefs. They are shocked at how bad they feel. When we deceive ourselves our fall is greater, for we have undermined what little strength we had with lies. Jesus toughest words were reserved for these religious play actors. Matthew 22:29, 23:8-33, 24:45-51. 

The sad thing about the hypocrite is that by self deception they open themselves to even greater foolishness than they have initially swallowed. 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10, 2:7-12. Such people ask themselves whether they can stand the heat that is coming on them and the answer is “no!” They will endure the “Baptism of Fire” and die under judgment that the path of intellectual and moral honesty and spiritual obedience would have avoided. The fire they fear they know is everlasting! Hell is an unpopular doctrine but one the Lord spoke freely of. Matthew 18:8, 25:41-46, Mark 9:43-49, Luke 16:23-26, Revelation 14:10, 20:10.
15  He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil;

The contrast is drawn now between the saved and those of verse fourteen. The believer behaves the same in a crisis as he or she behaves everywhere else and at every other time; with righteousness and truth in all their dealings in daily life. Psalms 1:1-3, 15:1-5, Ezekiel 18:15-18, Titus 2:11-14, 2 Peter 2:9-17, 1 John 3:7-10. The fruit of the Holy Spirit is the evidence that is called by the Lord in that day and today to certify a genuine believer from a hypocrite. It is not what we say but what we do that proves our spiritual status. We must be able to say with the Psalmist that we are happy to have our life audited. Psalms 26:1-12, also read Ephesians 5:8-12.  

Note that in each of the references and in every word in this verse before us that the righteous person actively avoids all expressions of sin in their own life, but also actively avoids all sinful actions in the lives of others. We watch too much sin on Television and the movies for the good of our spiritual lives. We must make a personal stand for our spiritual health depends upon it. 

This doesn’t mean we wave a placard outside a Hollywood studio, nor do we attack those who make filthy movies, rather we simply remove our eyes from them and refuse to be part of their evil. Rejection of all moral filthiness is a fruit of the Spirit’s presence. 2 Corinthians 6:17, 7:1, Ephesians 5:4, Colossians 3:8, James 1:21. Refer to the BTB – doctrinal study of CHRISTIAN LIFE – SEPARATION, also VIRTUES.
16  He shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure.

Spiritually the believer is built on the rock – for that rock is Christ. Union with Christ is our stability in times of crisis and he is our place of refuge in troubles. Within his tender care and provision there is all the spiritual food we need to live in difficulties and there are the weapons for the angelic conflict for our ready use. The Lord provides the food and water we need for difficult times. 

God does not provide the feasts and the wine, but the basics, for now is not the time of feasting; that comes only after his final victorious return. Now we are on soldier’s rations and we rejoice in them as we advance on the task before us. Refer to BTB – CHRISTIAN LIFE – SERVICE  and also SOLDIER. These words will comfort the believers in the mountains of Judah as they fight during the Great Tribulation. Ezekiel 38-39, Daniel 11, Joel, Zechariah 12-14.
17  Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty: they shall behold the land that is very far off. 18  Thine heart shall meditate terror. Where is the scribe? where is the receiver? where is he that counted the towers?

While some commentators refer this verse to Hezekiah the context indicates clearly that this can only be a vision of the Lord Jesus Christ as the new king of Zion. The eyes of the believers who survive the Great Tribulation see the Lord as return to the capital city that they had to flee for their lives from. They reflect on his beauty and recall the days of anguish that have led them to this place where he is there, ahead of them in the place of victory and triumph. They see him then as the disciples glimpsed him on the Mount of Transfiguration. Psalms 45:1-8, Zechariah 9:16-17, Matthew 17:2. They see the land as it is to be restored by the Lord; all is changed in an instant, it is as if it is another far away fairy tale place, for the land is at peace as far as they can see. Hebrews 11:13-16.

The think deeply in that day of the terror that they have been through and stand amazed at all the powerful people, who used to call the shots in the old days, for they are all gone, but the despised believers are there looking and drinking the scenery in, and glorying in the Lord’s work on their behalf. All the people who the government depended upon are gone; the scribe (accountants) who calculated the costs and ordered everything, the weigher of the gold and silver (their bankers), and the military analysts who calculated the number of defences that were needed and built them. All was to no avail, but the Lord delivered them all the same; he brought them back, as from the dead. 2 Corinthians 1:8-11, 2 Timothy 3:10-17.
19  Thou shalt not see a fierce people, a people of a deeper speech than thou canst perceive; of a stammering tongue, that thou canst not understand. 20  Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken.

These survivors look around for their enemies; the wild men from the north who spoke in harsh and guttural languages that they couldn’t understand. Deuteronomy 28:49-50. They look for them, half expecting to still see them there in the distance, but there is no-one other than the believers and their Lord welcoming them, and waiting for them to take it all in and come to terms with what he has done. The Lord has wiped them away and there is no sign of their active presence in the land any more; only their bodies remain for burying, and their equipment and stores remain for the spoil of the believing survivors of the Tribulational battles.

They are called to lift their eyes to the citadel of Jerusalem still standing in glory with the Lord there. After all the battles around it the city still stands and looks glorious, ready for a feast for the returning believers from the hills all around. Isaiah describes the city in poetic terms of joy. She is like a tent that has withstood the great storm, with her pegs still in the ground, and none of the guy ropes damaged. The fragile nature of the city is underlined by the comparison to a tent, but she has stood against the storm and the Lord is there. The battle is over, and like the shocked and exhausted troops after great battles, they approach the city not quite believing what they see. Psalms 46:4-11, 48:11-14.
21  But there the glorious LORD will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams; wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby. 22  For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save us.

The vision continues and Isaiah sees the Lord in glory in Jerusalem, and he sees peace and prosperity there. This is illustrated by two images; firstly that of abundant water, and secondly by the absence of fighting war ships filled with angry soldiers. Psalms 29:1-2, 46:4-5, 48:7. There is no need of a navy for protection or projection of armed power in far places, for the Lord is there. All security and all stability rests upon the presence of the living Lord with them. Ezekiel describes the rivers that will flow from Jerusalem in that day, rivers that bring life to the deserts to the East and purification to the Mediterranean Sea to the West. Ezekiel 47, Joel 3:17-21, Zechariah 14:8-11. 

The Lord has a three fold ministry in those millennium days; he is judge of disputes, lawgiver, and king of all the earth. “He will bring us salvation/deliverance”. Isaiah expresses the hope of Judah in those days and the hope of the entire earth in the future Tribulational days. Genesis 18:5, Psalms 44:4-8, 50:6, 74:12, 75:7, 80:18-19, 98:1-9, Zephaniah 3:14-17, Zechariah 9:9-17, Matthew 1:21-25, Titus 3:3-7, Revelation 19:16.
23  Thy tacklings are loosed; they could not well strengthen their mast, they could not spread the sail: then is the prey of a great spoil divided; the lame take the prey. 24  And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.

All the previous equations of strength and power are reversed when the Lord rules, so that even the person who has a lame leg is able to hobble around and uplift the spoils of the defeated enemy. The power similar to a thermo-nuclear device that is used has either obliterated or totally defeated the enemy soldiers, but left their possessions to be simply picked up and used by the survivors amongst the people. Psalms 68:11-12, Ezekiel 27:26-28, Zechariah 14:12-13. 

The enemy’s ships lie in the harbour of Tel Aviv and Tyre, and are helpless, like ghost ships with none to protect them, so that the people are able to clamber aboard and simply take all that is of value from them and divide them up amongst the people. The scriptures teach that they will burn the enemy’s weapons and provisions and provide power for themselves for the first seven years of the Millennium until all of nature is fully restored and productive again. Ezekiel 39:7-22. 

This picture is a terrible one for it takes seven months to fully bury all the dead from the northern countries (Gog and Magog – referring to the Nations of the old Soviet Empire who rebel against Israel in the Great Tribulation and then again at the end of the Millennial Kingdom.) There is blessing for the survivors in the end but a lot of hard work at the start of the Millennial Kingdom for the Lord uses them all to clean up the earth from the battles, but they feed on the provisions of the enemy’s army for this time frame, like the Israelites fed on the manna provided in the desert. None in that day find any excuse for being sick, for the Lord heals all and so all can take part in the victory and restoration work. They are forgiven and restored to glory. Jeremiah 50:20, Micah 7:18-19, 1 John 1:7-10.  

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
The spoilers are always with us, until this day that the Lord finally judges all men and eliminates the evil from the face of the earth. We live in the midst of evil men and have the responsibility to give them the Gospel, not kill them now, unless by legitimate capital punishment! Many believers get so angry with evil that they seek to “take the law into their own hands”. This is a normal temptation but it is a temptation to wrong action in this age. Only the State has the right to execute judgment upon the evil. Our role is to give the Gospel message to all who will hear it.

2. 
Man makes all sorts of strange alliances to try to defend themselves against other evil men. God warns us against alliances with evil men to protect us from what we consider more evil men. We stand with his plan and will being followed alone; all other alliances will lead to death. The spoilers the Assyrians hired to fight their enemies joined with them and destroyed their entire civilization! Man proposes but God disposes! No matter how powerful an evil nation may be the Lord will remove them when their part is played in his plan. The world runs by his plan not the plans of men!

3. 
Religious revival occurs only after all human hope is gone and rebellious people face their maker and only saviour. How sad that men must so often be reduced to such a place before they take action and face their maker rather than party or fight with their neighbours! There is still hope for the unsaved before they die, and while the unbeliever lives we have the solemn responsibility before the Lord to tell them of Christ and his work for them.

4. 
To be caught in a crisis without the knowledge of the Word of God is to be caught without hope, and without any source of confidence. No-one needs be caught, all they have to do is turn up to Bible class, or study at home daily, for only a thorough knowledge of the Word of God makes us secure in the truth. It is to late when the enemy is here!

5. 
We are either baptized in the Holy Spirit, and walk through life in the filling of the Spirit, or we will feel the baptism of fire as we face judgment for our stupidity. Let us warn the hypocrites and speak the truth with power and love, feeling the anguish of these rejecters of truth, and sharing with them their only hope. Even if men will not hear we must stand before the Lord and say, that at least we gave them no excuses, for they heard the truth from us!

6. 
The Lord is the victor in the end. He stands as King over Jerusalem and the enemy forces are all destroyed.  He will be victorious; there is no doubt in his certain victory! We do not need to be frightened today as we see evil things, for the Lord will rule over Jerusalem and it will still exist. As we read these passages however a terrible silence falls over us as we reflect on how many will perish and how few will come through this period. Millions will stand with Satan and fall before the Lord’s judgment. Hundred of thousands will be saved, but there is a vast majority of mankind who perish. This is a sobering section of the book of Isaiah and it reminds us that the church will NOT bring in the Millennium by it’s work but the Lord will by his power!

7. 
Jerusalem is fragile yet it has withstood the final battles of the Great Tribulation and the Lord has destroyed the enemy around about, with the defenders able to escape down the valley the Lord opens up for them after his return to the Mount of Olives. No matter how fragile we may appear, if we stand with and for the Lord we will still be standing in the end. We stand in the strength of the Lord alone and through the power of his indwelling Holy Spirit.

8. 
God delights in turning cursing into blessing, and he does this through his power and victorious plan. The enemy’s equipment, brought into the land to support their conquering armies are all there, ready for the Jewish survivors of the battles to use and they will use them for the first seven years of the Millennium. Imagine the first Sabbatical Year of the Millennium, the first year when the people harvest their own crops and have finally used up all that the enemy armies had left behind. The final clean up is completed then. The Lord does not wave his arms and clean all away, the people are part of the clean up so that they have ownership in the Millennium. Just as now, the Lord chooses to work through man; Holy Spirit empowered man, but through man. We have a wonderful Saviour, PRAISE THE LORD, PRAISE HIS HOLY NAME, GIVE GLORY NOW TO THE VICTOR OVER SIN, DEATH AND IN THAT DAY OVER THE POWERS OF ALL THE EVIL FORCES, BOTH MAN AND ANGELIC! HE IS OUR MIGHTY SAVIOUR AND HE IS OUR LOVING LORD! PRAISE HIS HOLY NAME!!!

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SEPARATION

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  VIRTUES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SOLDIER:  CHRISTIAN SOLDIER IN EPHESIANS 6

CHAPTER 34 - THE GREAT TRIBULATION JUDGMENT UPON THE REJECTERS OF THE GOSPEL MESSAGE CONCERNING THE LORD.

All mankind is judged on the basis of their attitudes and actions expressed towards God’s Saviour and his people. The world is judged during the Great Tribulation because of their attitudes towards the Jewish people, who are, during that time, the preachers of truth once again. The great battles centre round Jerusalem as the Anti-Christ and his forces try to exterminate the Jewish people in the land to try to stop the Messiah from returning, but he forestalls their plans by his advent and the battle ends with his extermination of them all. It is a dramatic end to the present history of the world.

1  Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein; the world, and all things that come forth of it. 2  For the indignation of the LORD is upon all nations, and his fury upon all their armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter. 3  Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood.

These words are the opposite of the Gospel message, for time has run out for those amongst the nations who have consistently opposed God and persecuted his messengers. Psalms 49:1-9. Man has been warned for centuries regarding the truth and the Lord has been ready to move in judgment since the beginning but in accordance with his grace plan he has continued to offer the free gift of salvation to all who will come to him in faith. Psalms 50:1-4, 14-15, 96:10-13. 
The Lord has righteous indignation against those who have slain his prophets and insulted and abused his servants. Jeremiah 25:15, Amos 2:9-12. The Lord will call these rebels to gather against him to the Valley of decision, and they will come from every nation to fight against him and his people, and there they will learn that he is the God of all and he will judge them there. Joel 3:9-17, Nahum 1:2-8, Zephaniah 3:8, Zechariah 14:3, 12-16.  

There is no “gentle Jesus, meek and mild” in this day of judgment, for he returns as King and Lord, and deals with all those who mocked his first advent and deals with them fully and finally for their rebellion. Some say, the Lord couldn’t do this! Stop and reflect about what these armies that he judges are trying to do! They are trying to exterminate all the Jewish people! These men have gone too far and the Lord judges them all, and all who support them are dealt with so that only those who stand for truth survive this day. It is a terrible slaughter, but that is because these people persist in their hatred of Israel and they all die still trying to kill the people of God. Jeremiah 8:1-9, Ezekiel 39:4ff, Joel 2:18-20. 

4  And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree.

This is a strange and cataclysmic verse; what can it mean for all “the hosts of heaven to fall down”? Does it refer to the fallen angels or the stars themselves? It appears that the heavens themselves are changed at this time and the old stars of the galaxies fall from their places like dead leaves in Autumn. This may be the sign in the sky that the prophets proclaim declares that the day of the Lord is near; the evaporation of the old systems of stars. The Millennium has one thousand years to run before the whole of the creation is folded up like a blanket and put away. 2 Peter 3:10-13. Man outlives this universe, for it is simply a creation made for the great drama of salvation. Psalms 102:24-28, Isaiah 13:9-13, 14:12-21, Jeremiah 4:23-28, Ezekiel 32:7-8, Joel 2:30-31, Matthew 24:29-30, Mark 13:24-25, Acts 2:19-20, Revelation 6:12-14, 8:12, 20:11. 

These are awesome verses that bring a shudder down the back of the necks of all men, for we look up at the stars and think they are permanent, but God’s Word tells us they are not. Their lights will start to go out at this time as a sign to mankind that their days of rebellion are limited, yet even that warning will be ignored by these evil men. God is just in his judgment, for even at this late stage there are the frightening things occurring that God uses to try to draw men to face the fact of the end of all they know draws near. Even with all this chaos in the heavens men still persist in their rebellion! Truly God is just and good and seen to the end to have given rebellious man every opportunity to face the facts and repent of their evil.  
5  For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment. 6  The sword of the LORD is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness, and with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams: for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea. 7  And the unicorns shall come down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls; and their land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat with fatness. 8  For it is the day of the LORD's vengeance, and the year of recompences for the controversy of Zion.

The sword of the Lord will sweep as a harvester through the heavens and wipe the stars from the sky and all men will know that their judgment draws near. Jeremiah 46:10, 47:6, Ezekiel 21:1-13, 25:12-14. The sword will fall upon all who have stayed under the curse of sin and death, and they will receive their full reward for their evil, for they chose to stay with sin instead of accepting the perfect provision of the Lord through the Cross. Those who choose the wages of sin one day must collect their pay packet! Romans 6:18-23. 

The enemies of the south and east are the first to feel the wrath of the Lord for their hatred towards the Jewish people. The Lord judges them and the other southern armies in the area of ancient Edom. The old capital of Bozrah is the centre of the slaughter of the enemy and their deaths are likened to those of the animals in the Temple rituals. The land is bathed in the blood of the fallen there. These may not be the Arab peoples of the area, for they may have assisted the Jewish people in the last days, but some of the Anti-Christ’s forces certainly are grouped here.
As noted in an earlier chapter it appears that the desert regions of these lands are the staging areas for the armies of the enemy attacking the land of Israel in that last day, so the slaughter here is not just of locals for there are not many of them, it involves all those who have come there to kill the Jewish people. It is the day of vengeance for all the evils done by these terrible people and the end of their awful plans to hurt the people of God.

9  And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof shall become burning pitch. 10  It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for ever and ever.

This is a real “fire and brimstone”, volcanic sermon, against Edom and the country to the South East of Israel. It indicates a great volcanic eruption in the region that creates the sort of activity that makes agriculture and general life impossible due to the poisonous fumes and sterile soils created. Pitch is the indication of oil bearing strata and brimstone is volcanic and thermal activity based poisonous materials. This area even in the millennium will be desolate and blasted, as a permanent reminder to all peoples of the judgment of these lands for their persistent hatred of the Jewish people. 

Other places will recover because there were some believers left there who went through the Great Tribulation period and kept the faith, but here the entire area is desolate of believers; there is no “salt principle” that can operate here, and so they are judged forever to be a blasted land. Psalms 11:6, Jeremiah 7:20, Ezekiel 20:47-48, Matthew 5:13, Mark 9:43-50, Luke 17:24-30, Jude 7. Matthew 5:13 reminds us that the salt principle applies through all of the earthly history of man. If there are a certain number of believers in a group that group is preserved, but if there are none, or too few, then that group is removed from history. Edom and Idumea are removed!
11  But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it; the owl also and the raven shall dwell in it: and he shall stretch out upon it the line of confusion, and the stones of emptiness. 12  They shall call the nobles thereof to the kingdom, but none shall be there, and all her princes shall be nothing.

This land becomes like hell, like the world was before order was restored to it by the spirit. The very words of Genesis 1:2, “tohu wa bohu” (without form and void), are used here to describe this blasted land. The animals, birds and reptiles described here are the sort of nightmares for the people of this day; they were the symbols of the evil pagan religions of the lands of Edom and Egypt. The wild life that gathers in this land is the sort that shuns the lands where men dwell. Pelicans, hedgehogs, owls, and ravens dwell there. In effect it becomes a wilderness area, a wild life reserve where once were cities and aristocracies and kings. There is no need for nobles and rulers for there are no people there to rule over. Refer to Isaiah 13:20-22, 14:23, and Zephaniah 2:14 for similar images of judgment.

13  And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the fortresses thereof: and it shall be an habitation of dragons, and a court for owls. 14  The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr shall cry to his fellow; the screech owl also shall rest there, and find for herself a place of rest. 15  There shall the great owl make her nest, and lay, and hatch, and gather under her shadow: there shall the vultures also be gathered, every one with her mate.

The wilderness theme is continued in these verses. Their dwelling places are over grown with wild plants and are lost to man. To the well known animals is added the living creatures of nightmares, the dragons, screech owls, the satyrs, serpents and vultures. These are not mythological creatures, but real scary ones of the darkness of the desert places. 

The dragons are likely large lizards, and the satyrs likely a species of jackal or hyena. These are not demonic, just nasty and unfriendly. Now we have an apparent problem here, for this is occurring during the millennial kingdom and lasts throughout that time in this land area. We have already heard that in that day the child will not be harmed by the snake and the lion or wolf, will lie down with the lamb, Isaiah 11:6-9, so these animals and reptiles cannot be harmful in this day, but they are still ugly and a sign of a blasted place! 

The way Isaiah describes this place indicates that it is left this way as an example to all men of judgment upon evil men; a warning that will be ignored by the people in the end, but another example of the Lord ensuring that all have evidence of the wages of sin and the cost of evil. The present and then millennial state of Edom expresses the final judgment upon the descendents of Esau who lived there. Malachi 1:1-10.
16  Seek ye out of the book of the LORD, and read: no one of these shall fail, none shall want her mate: for my mouth it hath commanded, and his spirit it hath gathered them. 17  And he hath cast the lot for them, and his hand hath divided it unto them by line: they shall possess it for ever, from generation to generation shall they dwell therein.

The reality of the Lord’s judgment of sin and evil in mankind should work out in the lives of the people of the earth in a renewed interest in Bible study. All who see the prophetic future will express faith in the Word of God by renewed interest in the Word of God. Daily systematic Bible study will be the hallmark of all who believe the Word. If people do not study the Word of Life then they do not have the spirit of life in them. Hunger for God’s Word is a fruit of the Spirit’s presence. 

All men are invited to read the words of God and so recognize that God has judged this place in accordance with his will and plan and that this place is a lasting reminder to all men of the cost of rebellion. God has settled his judgment and Edom will not rise again ever; it is given to the reptiles and wild animals and bird until the world is wrapped up and folded away.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Time runs out for all men at some point. Judgment falls eventually on all men who persist in rebellion when the Lord has warned them again and again. Gentle Jesus is still appealing to mankind but the day will dawn when he rises finally from his throne and begins to judge mankind. He will be as thorough in his judging as he was in his provision of salvation.

2. 
When you look up next to a starry night reflect upon it’s temporary nature, that one day all the stars will start to go out and that these signs in the heavens are given as further warnings to men to repent. Nothing in this world is permanent; this creation is only for time and God’s plan was from before time was made and it will continue after time and space have been wound up with the universe made for the drama of redemption. This world will last until the millennium is over, so all fears for the environment are fruitless; disaster will come in the form of the Great Tribulation with the sea’s pollution and the burning of the sun’s rays, but the world will last and the Lord will return on schedule and the world will be restored for the last thousand years. There is a plan believer! Our task is to come to terms with it, not dream up plans of our own!

3. 
Edom is one area where the environment is left as a blasted place; a wilderness area for the wilder animals and reptiles. It will be a herpetologist’s paradise in those days, without danger, but wild and blasted. It will be left like this for an example to all men in the midst of perfect environment, so that after several hundred years of plenty men can still visit this place and see what judgment means, and so be warned of the Lord’s holiness and justice. Let us remember the full character of God in our preaching and not present an inadequate picture of the Lord of Glory.

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

PROPHECY - ARABS IN PROPHECY

Notes

CHAPTER 35 - THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM AS BLESSING FOR THE SAVED OF ALL NATIONS WHO HAVE COME THROUGH GREAT TRIBULATION

This chapter is in stark contrast to the last. Edom is judged forever for their persistent rejection of the Lord and hatred of his people, and so it becomes permanent wilderness, a wonderful study area for people interested in snakes! Israel however, that has become a desert again by war, and is desert by climate shifts over the years becomes totally fertile, even to the Judean desert that today is like blasted Edom. There is restoration of the land of promise to the state that it was in Abraham’s day, with agriculture and pastoral farming possible from Haran to Sinai.
1  The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. 2  It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, and the excellency of our God.

Judgment leads to blessing for Israel and the world for the believers in it. The wiping away of evil obsessed and sin filled men is the start of the blessing of the world. Just as the garden cannot bloom with flowers and be fruitful with crops until the hard soil is broken up and the choking weeds removed, just so the world’s blessing is withheld until the evil of man is removed. Psalms 48:1, 97:8, Isaiah 29:17-20, 32:15-20, 40:3-5, 51:3, 52:9-10, 55:12-13, 61:10-11, 66:10-14, Ezekiel 36:35, Revelation 19:1-7, 20:1-6.

There will be praise lifted up to the Lord in that day like no other day for all men will see what he has done then. Hind sight will operate as all the people of the earth can look back over man’s history and see the Lord’s plan and purpose and victory and rejoice in every little detail of his work through the ages. The Psalms will be sung in that day with joy everywhere on the earth. Psalms 65:8-13, 89:8-18, 96:11-13, 98:4-9, 148:7-14, Isaiah 40:5, 60:1-3, 19, 66:18-19. 

All will fully see the glory of the Lord in that day and worship will reach a level unknown beforehand outside heaven. We worship a little here and now, and honour the Lord a little, but then all will see the full glory of the Lord and pay him correct respect. Let us right now, as we are reading this, and appreciating the prophetic truths of this book, really begin to worship as we ought right now!
3  Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. 4  Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you.

We can be so worn as we walk through this present age in world history. We can be exhausted and tired from long battles against doubt, worry, sin and the temptation to solve problems in ways other than the plan of God. This world is a vale of tears at times and we must soldier on through our exhaustion to the end of the road that we are called to walk.  The sentiment/doctrine behind these verses is picked up by the author of Hebrews.  Hebrews 12:12ff.
Easy Satanic “ways out” abound, but from the Lord’s plan he seeks for our obedience under pressure; for us to walk in the Holy Spirit only and always, and stay on the path he has called us to walk as his servants and soldiers. It is easy to succumb to weakness and fall into easy solutions that are wrong. The challenge of the prophet is to stand firm in the truth and not seek the wrong solutions to the problems we face, even if grief and depression disable us at times.

Rather than buckling at the knees and letting our tired arms hang down, we are called to taken action; strengthen our arms for the fight and straighten out our feeble knees so we can march on the path of life again.   Hebrews 12:12-15.
These are like military orders, given to those without strength but with a spirit of obedience who will do what is required even though their strength is only will power. As we obey, the Holy Spirit will make up for any lack of physical power. The Lord, through Isaiah, calls us to action again and again, and he knows that we are dust! Psalms 103:14, Isaiah 40:1-12, 52:1-2, 57:14-15, Luke 22:32, 43-44, Acts 18:23. Our Lord and his Spirit alone strengthens us to enable us to stand in the battles of this present age.  Ephesians 3:16, Colossians 1:11, Philippians 4:13, 2 Timothy 4:17, 1 Peter 5:10. 

Fear is not to be a part of our heart’s content, rather it is to be faced as sin and dealt with accordingly. Whatever is not of faith is sin! Romans 14:23. These verses recognize the reality that we will have a fearful heart at times but we can deal with this by faith-rest principles being applied within our soul. Refer to the BTB for a doctrinal study on FEAR, and also CHRISTIAN LIFE – FAITH : OVERCOMING BY FAITH. Fear will rise appropriately at times, and this in itself is not sinful; it simply reflects our old sinful nature and the reality of living under pressures in the midst of the Angelic Conflict here and now. Refer to the BTB for the study on ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT. 

The assurance of God’s deliverance is the answer to fear. The Lord will sort all injustice out in the end, and in the meantime we are to leave our case with the Lord for solution in his time, and for our own deliverance from troubles when we have learned all we are meant to in the midst. 1 Samuel 4:9, 1 Corinthians 16:13, Ephesians 6:10ff.
5  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 6  Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert.

In that day there is universal healing of all those afflicted by birth defects. The blind, deaf, and lame will all be healed by the Lord and will rejoice in their newness of life. With the changed climate there will be streams in the desert and barren places will be restored to their fertility, with the only exception being the lands where a warning is being given to man by their state. As we have seen before the prophet cites these as millennial blessings in a number of places, and in the earthly ministry of the Lord this was prefigured by his healing ministry. Healing throughout the church age has also served as a reminder to all men that the day will come when the Spirit is poured upon all flesh and there will be universal healing.
7  And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes. 8  And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.

Weather patterns change totally in this day with parched lands receiving water via newly opened subterranean springs and new rivers, some of which flow from Jerusalem itself to purify and fertilize the desert lands to the East. What is now Saudi Arabia benefits from this although Edom remains a “blasted” and judged land. What is now mirage in the sand becomes a pond where fish live, and what is a dry wadi becomes a flowing river with trees besides it’s banks. There are even swampy areas with reeds where water birds nest and where animals come to drink. 

As a result of their hiding the believing Jews of the Great Tribulation Arabia is blessed. Arabia becomes a fertile country once again with crops and agriculture returning over the years to the barren desert areas. Where only the jackal lives the grass starts to grow again and other crops and animals follow. Weather patterns change with the growth of trees and other green matter from abundant water. 

Even today we get glimpses of this in places. A friend of mine brought water into a barren farmlet and built a dam. Birds visited the dam and from their feathers the eggs of fish from other far away places settled in the water and soon without any work from my friend the dam filled with native fish, trees grew from the bird droppings and over ten years a young forest started to grow around the dam and the pastures spread out from the water source. 

On a larger scale with abundant water and trees the rains start to fall in places where they may not have for years. This has already started to occur in Israel due to their tree planting now.

The road through the Judean (and possibly Arabian) desert areas is called the “holy road” because it is the road used to bring pilgrims up to Jerusalem for the feats of Tabernacles each year. This road will be a safe road on which no unclean person will walk, for all coming up or down it will be attending the Feasts at Jerusalem and will be believers and none will lose their way or be hurt on that road for the Lord keeps them safe. 

Even the most stupid person, who gets lost in their own home, will find their way along this road, because the Lord has made it that way, and each person has the Spirit to guide them, for the Spirit has been poured out without measure in those days. Only the totally disobedient will not enjoy this, and they will not be walking this road. Proverbs 4:18, Jeremiah 32:39-40, Zechariah 14:16-17, John 7:17, 1 John 2:20, 27.
9  No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there: 10  And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Wild animals have already been tamed at this time, as we saw above, but the larger and scary animals will not even be allowed to walk near this road, for the Lord will keep it safe from them. 

It possibly stretches to the far side of Arabia where the peoples of the Eastern world can come to the ports/airports of that area, as well as to the Mediterranean coast where the Western peoples enter the land of Israel for the annual feasts. 

What a time this will be! What glory and what organization! Millions will come and all will enjoy the lord’s presence there, possibly with time staggered feasts to handle all the peoples; although in early years the numbers will not be great due to the high percentage of deaths amongst mankind during the Great Tribulation period. 

The redeemed of the Lord will all praise his holy name freely in that day. They will come with singing up the hill of Zion. Jerusalem will be a place of pilgrimage and will financially operate solely because of the feasts and people coming to celebrate the Lord there. The hymn book for this day is already written, it is the book of Psalms. Sorrow and sadness and regrets of all sorts have fled away and cannot be found by anyone. The “blessed hope” of the ages of man is fulfilled in this day. Titus 2:13-14, 1 Peter 1:20-25, Revelation 5:9-10, 7:9-17, 15:3-4. The Millennial Kingdom in itself is simply a foretaste of the new heaven and earth where the level of joy in the Lord will be simply higher again. Revelation 21:1-6.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
The desert will bloom in a sustainable way in that day. Do not run off and say this is being fulfilled today, for we have but a foretaste of glory in the best of things that are happening in the land of Israel today. All that is wonderful there now will be swept away during the Great Tribulation period, but restored better than now in this period. Get prophetic truth correctly applied believer. Keep texts in their contexts. This is millennial blessing, not before.

2. 
We all have fear and doubt at times. They are to be fought, always accepted as part of the present battlefield but never to be followed and succumbed to. Let us strengthen ourselves in the Word and through the Holy Spirit and build up our brethren in the truth also.

3. 
Let us remember the blessing that will flow towards Arabia in that day. Presently the nations that inhabit that region are sending out Wahabist Islamic teachers that preach hate towards all Christians and Jews, but within this land there is a godly remnant and we can have a part right now in supporting them with Bible study material, for Arabia will have a saved population in that day, who have come through the Great Tribulation themselves as believers.

4. 
The Lord does all things well and he will bring the people through to celebrate the great feasts of Israel as memorials of his person and work in the previous age. We are to rejoice in what he has done, is doing through us and will do in this time period. Praise the Lord believer; praise him more than you do now!
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CHAPTER 36 - THREE SCARED MEN AND A WORRIED KING

In this chapter we have the invasion of Sennacherib, who succeeded to the throne of Sargon around 704 BC. Taking the opportunity that successions gave the vassal states of the Empire revolted in 703 BC, led by Merodach Baladan of Chaldea and with Hezekiah as a major player in the South. The events are described in 2 Kings 18-19, and 2 Chronicles 32. 

Hezekiah is totally wrong in all he has done in this matter for he has not asked the Lord nor consulted his prophet Isaiah. The Assyrian king is a particularly ruthless man and he defeated the Chaldeans and then headed quickly south to Judah where he seized most towns quickly, and besieged the strongest fortress city other than Jerusalem, which was Lachish and eventually took that city. 

As has been mentioned before this site has been fully excavated and written up in scholarly journals and much is known of the city and the siege with many poignant items found from the site. While the siege is still underway the chief of staff of the Assyrian king visits Jerusalem to scare the defenders there. This chapter describes the psychological warfare of the Assyrians and is the best account of psychological warfare before the twentieth century.

The issue therefore as we open this chapter is first revival and then faith-resting the promises of God, for only the Lord can defend them and defeat the powerful Assyrians. The good news is that Isaiah has led a revival of God’s Word within the city and so the threats come to people who have started to get to know and to trust the Lord again. This last point is important; to trust someone you must get to know them first. These people have only one year under siege to get to know the God they have ignored and learn to trust him to deliver them when their armies and fifty fortified cities have failed to hold up the Assyrians. As we have already seen in Isaiah chapter 22 he is not positive towards this war at all and opposes the alliances with Israel’s old enemies, Egypt, the Philistines and now Babylon against Assyria, for God’s word to Isaiah is wait and trust the Lord alone! Exodus 14:13-14, 1 Samuel 12:19-25, Psalms 33:4-8, 18-22, 55:22-23, Isaiah 26:3-4, 41:10, 13-15, 1 Peter 5:7.
1  Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, that Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the defenced cities of Judah, and took them. 2  And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem unto king Hezekiah with a great army. And he stood by the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller's field.

Having read by now the historical books referred to above you are ready to enter into the drama of this chapter for it reads like a well written television play and would make excellent viewing; it is high drama and the stakes are high, death or victory for all the participants. Verse one is blunt; all the defended cities of Judah, all of them except Lachish have fallen. 

While the siege there draws on the Rabshakeh arrives with a large army outside Jerusalem and he has very good information about the state of defences and the size of the army within the city. This man knows his business and as you will see he does his job of creating and magnifying terror well. As Lenin would say many centuries later, “the purpose of terror is to terrorize”. 

Rabshakeh’s objective is to destroy all psychological strength and resistance within the city so that they surrender and he is saved the effort of a longer siege than he has had in Lachish. He stands in the very place that Isaiah had spoken to Hezekiah a few years before (Isaiah 22:9-11) as the defences were being prepared. Perhaps the Assyrians have even heard of this meeting and the words said. They tortured prisoners regularly to get all information from them before they were killed and so this man has much information about the state of morale as well as the state of the defences within the city of Jerusalem. 

Rabshakeh is a title rather than a name; it stood for the head of the State Department of Assyria, or in the British system, the Minister of Foreign Affairs. He has a job to do; he is to try to win this war without fighting, by fear alone. In 2 Kings 18:17 two other men are mentioned as being with the Rabshakeh on this trip. They are also referred to by their titles; Tartan, the Chief of the Army General Staff, and Rabsaris, the Head of Intelligence Services for the Assyrian King. 

The place the Assyrians stand and arrange their army group is so that it is in perfect view of the city and all the people of the city can see them drawn up in their tight rows with their red cloaks creating a terrible and impressive sight. But the most important thing about the place chosen is that it is a natural amphitheatre so that all he says will be heard by all the people in the city, and he will speak so that all can hear and he will speak in Hebrew. These men were multi lingual and very well educated. This campaign has been well planned.  They have ensured they know the language of the people they intend to terrify. The diplomatic language Aramaic is only slightly different and so it isn’t a big task for them.
3  Then came forth unto him Eliakim, Hilkiah's son, which was over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, Asaph's son, the recorder. 4  And Rabshakeh said unto them, Say ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria, What confidence is this wherein thou trustest?

Three men go out to meet him and conduct negotiations. They are Hezekiah’s inner cabinet ministers and all are scared men who have ignored God’s Word and God’s prophet until this day. We have met two of these men before in chapter 22. Eliakim is the new power in the cabinet and has God’s seal upon him as the replacement of the old guard Shebna the corrupt priest. Isaiah 22:15-25. 

Eliakim is now in charge, as Isaiah predicted, but he also will fall and his family with him later. These men will be able to call upon David’s Psalms to aid them in their weak faith, and be strengthened in the Word of God. Psalms 42:3-5, 11, 71:10-16. 

Rabshakeh is blunt about who the “great King” is, and it is his boss, not their king Hezekiah, who he considers a petty king, a mere vassal, who has rebelled against the great king, his lord. His question is a good one to Hezekiah and to all the people listening from the walls or even in the city. “What is the confidence in which you put your trust?” This is the heart of the matter for the Jewish people. What is it that they are trusting behind their walls? Are they trusting their king, who has ignored the prophet of God? Are they trusting in their army? It mostly lies dead in the 40+ cities captured so far and few real warriors are within the city here. 80% of their total population are already dead at this point! Are they trusting in the promises of God?  It is the Lord alone who can deliver them now!
5  I say, sayest thou, (but they are but vain words) I have counsel and strength for war: now on whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against me?

The first attack is on the fighting words of Hezekiah, who had spoken to encourage his officers and men before the assault of the Assyrians. Rabshakeh refers to all Hezekiah’s words as “hot air”, empty speech making with no substance behind it. Hezekiah had claimed he had “counsel” and “strength” in arms for the war. He had the alliances and they looked good on paper; he had Babylon and Egypt to balance Assyria, but Babylon has already fallen and made a deal to become vassals again and Rabshakeh will refer to Egypt in the same terms Isaiah has beforehand. 

The strength of the army has already been broken by this day, and most are dead. It is a good starting point for this man as he targets the credibility of King Hezekiah. If the people lose faith in their king they may rebel within the city and do the work for Rabshakeh. He aims to sow discord and cause division. Hezekiah has been a fool, but he has seen his error and has now turned to the Lord, and in God’s grace it is not too late, and he is now taking counsel from God’s man Isaiah. Proverbs 21:29-31, 24:3-6.  While we live there is hope, but only as we turn to God, His Word and His men.
Rabshakeh is wise and cunning. He sticks to the truth initially, and only later in his talk will he speak lies and try to deceive the people totally into surrendering. He is right on two points here; firstly Hezekiah has foolishly over estimated his alliance’s strength and that of his own army and defences. All that he depended on in human terms has proved false and weak. 

He is also correct that Hezekiah was a vassal of Assyria, ever since the battles of 715 BC he had paid tribute, protection money, to Assyria, even stripping the temple of it’s gold to buy the Assyrians off. They had kept their bargain but Hezekiah had rebelled against them and broken his promise to them. Rabshakeh insinuates that the king is not a patriot but a liar and that his word cannot be trusted and therefore his words about the siege defences cannot be either. He has lied to the king of Assyria and he has been a liar to his own people.  In all this he is correct.
6  Lo, thou trustest in the staff of this broken reed, on Egypt; whereon if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: so is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all that trust in him.

Babylon is already broken, but some are still hoping that the Egyptians will save them. This is Rabshakeh’s next target. They trust in a broken reed that if you lean on it, you will have it pierce you. This is the very language of Isaiah and the prophets later. Isaiah 20:5-6, 30:1-7, 31:1-3, Ezekiel 29:2-7, 30:6-21. Very likely this Assyrian has the records of Isaiah’s words and uses the very phrases that have already been heard by the people so as to underline the hopelessness of the Egyptians.  Their intelligence organization used spies, and they utilized all prophetic utterances they could.
He wants to remove all human hope from them, but in a way he is doing God’s work here and supporting Isaiah’s words. He will then move on to attack confidence in God, but there he will come unstuck totally for he does not know the power of the true God! He is a good student of comparative religions and really understands the use of theology to undermine stupid people’s faith, but he does not know the truth of the true Lord of the Universe. 

Rabshakeh’s words will be a good acid test for the stability of the people and their intelligent belief in Isaiah’s words and the reality of their mighty God. Inadequate Bible teaching by Isaiah would have seen the people inside the city thoroughly undone by this man. He is very clever indeed, but like all of Satan’s men, he has no understanding of genuine faith and the power of the Holy Spirit, and genuine and thorough understanding of doctrine will keep the believers safe.
7  But if thou say to me, We trust in the LORD our God: is it not he, whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and said to Judah and to Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before this altar?

There are clearly not only prisoners who have talked about Jerusalem and the belief systems of the land, but possibly also traitors within the walls, but thankfully these informers are all idolaters; they are people who worshipped God in the Temple and then also went up to the High Places and conducted pagan rites there. The information that Rabshakeh has is tainted by idolaters and so the genuine faith revival that has occurred within the city under Isaiah will enable the people to see the errors of his words. Notice he identifies the God of Israel with the gods of the High Places that Hezekiah has ordered destroyed in obedience to the words of the true God. Deuteronomy 12:1-7, 13-14.  This is a pagan who thinks in terms of multiple altars and cannot imagine only one place to worship. His attack on God, and his people’s morale is now undone. Psalms 22:3-4, 42:5-11, 1 Corinthians 2:14-16.
8  Now therefore give pledges, I pray thee, to my master the king of Assyria, and I will give thee two thousand horses, if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them.

Rabshakeh has a good sense of humour here, and very good intelligence about the numbers of professional soldiers inside the walls of the city. He makes a wager with them, that if they can find 2000 men he will give them 2000 spare horses to ride as a cavalry corps. He makes this offer with a laugh, for he knows there are not 2000 trained professional soldiers in the city. A unit of his professional army is in front of the city, probably numbering 10-20,000 men. He would have had his cavalry ride past at this point with a spare horse each. This was high drama and for maximum effect. 

He is underlining to the people within the walls that he is not going to run out of men or horses before they take the city. He has no supply problem, nor any shortage of men. He will bring the entire army to Jerusalem soon and 185,000 men will be there and they will all die there of a plague from the Lord! 2 Kings 19:35. David had spoken of this very thing three hundred years before and the words of the Psalms encouraged the people on the wall. Psalms 20:7-9, 123:1-4.
9  How then wilt thou turn away the face of one captain of the least of my master's servants, and put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen?

Very directly he attacks their courage and military ability. If you cannot even provide 2000 cavalry to match mine then what are you depending in? Even my youngest, least experienced, or worst man would beat you with a hundred men (one company)! Cowards and spiritually immature and unstable always flee from challenges. Leviticus 26:17, Proverbs 28:1. The Lord promise is that one mighty man walking in the Spirit will cut down a thousand, Isaiah 30:15-17, but the Rabshakeh offers to put his worst company commander, and least powerful company against their entire army and he says, ‘we will win’! 

This man is well informed and has heard of the words of Isaiah and targets them, as a mocker, quite directly. Will the people rest upon the promises of the words from God’s man or wont they? Psalms 91:1-16. They have trusted previously in the horses and chariot forces of Egypt but there is no help that will come from that quarter. Rabshakeh hasn’t the latest intelligence information, for they are now resting in the Lord and his might, not that of fragile Egypt. Proverbs 21:29-31.  The weakness of the pagan is that they overestimate their own intelligence – and they under rate God.
10  And am I now come up without the LORD against this land to destroy it? the LORD said unto me, Go up against this land, and destroy it.

Rabshakeh has also read all the Hebrew scriptures he has been able to lay his hands on, and his intelligence section has trawled through them to find any text that can be taken out of context and make it appear that he is the agent of the Lord himself. He appears to quote from the prophet Amos here, from Amos 3:6. These words apply directly to the Assyrian invasion of 721 BC and to the time around the fall of Samaria and have already been fulfilled. It was a genius choice for Rabshakeh to refer to this passage for many would have gone back to it and re-read it in the schools of the scribes. The only thing that he does not understand is the grace and mercy of God; for the Lord’s promise is for deliverance from the evil IF the people will repent and return to him. Amos 4:6, 12-13, 5:4-8, 14-15. 

The context of the book of Amos gives hope and makes it clear that Assyria is by this stage of the invasion no longer the whip in God’s hands, for the remnant of the people have returned to their God, and so the mandate to punish the unbelievers of Judah, is over for Assyria. He has made another key error, common to unbelievers, in this verse. Notice he says, “I have come up without God”. By implication he is saying that he doesn’t need God, for the God of Israel is weak, and he is fulfilling his will but for his own purposes not God’s. This blasphemy is going to be his downfall and for the mature believers listening will give them hope, for now they clearly see that the Lord is against this man and his mighty army.  Notice again it is the full truth of the Word in its context that produces stability.  
11  Then said Eliakim and Shebna and Joah unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, unto thy servants in the Syrian language; for we understand it: and speak not to us in the Jews' language, in the ears of the people that are on

 the wall.

The men standing before him are well aware now of the purpose of this meeting, if they were not beforehand. He isn’t interested in them as such, he is only using this meeting as an opportunity to create panic in the city; to undermine the morale and unity of the people to fight. They plead for the Rabshakeh to stop using Hebrew, for they see that his words will be understood by all on the wall that day. Aramaic was the common language of diplomacy of the day and it will become the lingua franca of the Middle East by Jesus’ day and be the language of all the people of Israel. 

It’s dominance from 586 BC onwards, rather than Hebrew, was a strong indication to all that the Age of the Gentile has begun for Israel. The present day re-emergence of Biblical Hebrew again in the land of Israel, after 2500 years is the warning to us all that the “times of the Gentiles” are coming to their close, and the Great Tribulation, the day of Jacob’s trouble, is approaching fast. Luke 21:24. Refer to the web site www.ebcwa.com.au and download the book “FROM HERE TO ETERNITY”, which takes you through these time frames and the events of each.
12  But Rabshakeh said, Hath my master sent me to thy master and to thee to speak these words? hath he not sent me to the men that sit upon the wall, that they may eat their own dung, and drink their own piss with you?

This is one very tough and hard, but cunning man! Note his words. He intended from the beginning to speak to all the people. These three men have fallen into his plan, yet his words have given enough information to draw the message of hope from through the prophet of God. Even here he echoes the Word of God to them. From the passages of discipline he quotes judgment upon them. He speaks of a siege as Moses warned them. Leviticus 26:27-33, Deuteronomy 28:52-57.
13  Then Rabshakeh stood, and cried with a loud voice in the Jews' language, and said, Hear ye the words of the great king, the king of Assyria.

He now casts aside all pretence and speaks directly to the people of the city on the wall, and his words are designed to speak with two messages. This is a masterful speech that has one objective; to undermine their ability to fight. By speaking in their own language he hopes to soften his words, for when an enemy speaks our language well we psychologically relax, thinking that he cannot be all bad for he has learned our language, so must value us! Such logic is flawed, for he values only our worth as slaves and our goods as spoil and has taken the trouble to learn our language purely that he may exploit us the more! Just so it remains the case right unto our own days. Isaiah has spoken of the use of Assyria by the Lord and that they will be judged in their arrogance, just as Israel and Judah has been. Isaiah 10:5-14.
14  Thus saith the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you: for he shall not be able to deliver you.

Firstly he renews his attack upon the credibility of King Hezekiah. He gives the Assyrian king’s warning that their puny king will not be able to deliver them and save them from the Assyrians. This the people have already deduced from events, and Isaiah has reminded them that they will be saved by the Lord only. Daniel records the words of Nebuchadnezzar, a truly great king who knew that only God lifts man up. Daniel 4:37. 

Hezekiah has played the fool in his rebellion but he has not deceived the people, he has openly given the right orders and is now obedient to the words of the Lord’s prophet. Rabshakeh becomes a type of all evil men who twist the scriptures to achieve their godless purposes, but will be brought down in God’s time. 2 Thessalonians 2:3-7.
15  Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD, saying, The LORD will surely deliver us: this city shall not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria.

Now he tries to make it appear that God has not given promises but that Hezekiah has made up promises saying they are from God. Rabshakeh moves here to direct attack upon the Word of God and so those hearing him, with biblical doctrines firmly in their hearts and minds, will be able to say “amen” to God’s Word, and “you are so dead”, to him! He has crossed a line here, and all with the Word in their hearts and minds know it! This is why and where doctrine really matters! Psalms 22:7-8, 71:10-16.
16  Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make an agreement with me by a present, and come out to me: and eat ye every one of his vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every one the waters of his own cistern; 17  Until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and vineyards.

Now the “hard sell” occurs. Rabshakeh makes them a mafia style “offer”, which is in itself simply slavery and deportation. There is no peace here, just the acceptance of deportation, rape, violence, murder at will, and for the survivors slavery for the rest of their miserable lives! Notice how wonderful it all sounds, he even uses common biblical language about eating under their own vines. 1 Kings 4:25. 

Before they do that they must pay a “present”; by this he means they must give him all the gold in the city to spare their lives for now. Then when he is ready he will come with his army and take them away to captivity. The land he will take them to is “like their own”, but all the goods of that land belong to the Assyrians and the slaves will be working for them from that day onwards to their deaths.
18  Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying, the LORD will deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 19  Where are the gods of Hamath and Arphad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim? and have they delivered Samaria out of my hand? 20  Who are they among all the gods of these lands, that have delivered their land out of my hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand?

Here the man makes his next mistake. Up until this point he has been on fairly sound psychological ground however. He has talked peace, yet means slavery, he has threatened war with the view to them surrendering without a fight. He has promised them life but at a price. He will take their entire land off them. The people of Judah can look north to see what this man’s words really mean. The Northern Kingdom has already gone into captivity and there are very few Jews left north of the Judah border! This “promise” will end the Palestinian covenant and is clearly a violation of the promises of God to the Jewish people and so the Lord can be trusted to uplift them from trouble here. 

Rabshakeh makes his next error in identifying the gods of the nations with the God of Israel. God is not some tribal deity that is identified with a statue in a temple. He is Lord of all lords and King of all kings; the creator God. Like all unbelievers this man has no faith in the power of anyone other than his own troops and money, but his ignorance of the power of God leads him to false conclusions, for God can truly deliver his people without any help on their part. 

He has tried to hit the believers at their weak point, where faith-rest meets the crisis before them. If Satanic attack can separate a believer from their faith in the promises of the Word of God he wins. In his famous “Screwtape Letters” the writer C S Lewis explained this tool of the enemy well. Separation from our root of faith will soon cause our inner strength to wilt and we will fall over. 

Isaiah will counter the Rabshakeh with the truth of God’s Word. He will keep preaching the Word of Life every day of the siege and will preach for many hours each day to build up these people in their faith through the crisis. It is true that the Assyrians have captured 47 of the defended cities of the land, they will soon have Lachish and Libnah, with only Jerusalem holding out, but God will deliver them. Isaiah is firm on the Lord’s words of comfort to them. Psalms 50:21-23, 73:21-28, Isaiah 37:18-29, 45:16-17.
21  But they held their peace, and answered him not a word: for the king's commandment was, saying, Answer him not. 22  Then came Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, that was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder, to Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told him the words of Rabshakeh.

The people and their king have come before the Lord and the words of the Psalmist in Psalms 38:9-22, may have been on their lips daily. They know they are at fault and have been foolish. The three men are weak and sad and scared, but they have been obedient to the words of the King and so have all the people on the wall. This silence is a testimony to the grace and strength that has come from the teaching of Isaiah, for these people “stare out” the Rabshakeh, and give nothing away. Psalms 39:1, Proverbs 9:6-12, 26:4-5, Amos 5:13-14. 

The three diplomats enter the city and then tear their clothes in mourning for what they have heard and the sadness and repentance they feel. This was a sign of spiritual humility and repentance; diplomats were not supposed to tear their clothes but these men are personally repentant and humbled by the day’s events. Tearing the clothes was also the sign of having been exposed to blasphemy. Matthew 26:65. Their actions indicate they are ready to face the Lord’s demands upon them and be fully obedient to the words of his prophet. They go to tell the King all they have heard and the impression they have gained from the enemy’s words. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
We are always, throughout scripture urged to leave our lives firmly in the Lord’s hands for outcomes of events. We are to be active doing what he has ordered without any pious laziness, but we are to cast all our cares upon him and trust him for the answers to our daily prayers for deliverance. God is not a god of stone or wood, nor does he need us to be powerful, have rich friends, or hold the controlling share in the biggest resources. He needs us to trust and depend upon him alone.

2. 
God will answer blasphemy in his time and in his way. When the mockers speak blasphemy they place themselves in God’s hands for judgment. We can even rejoice after evil men’s blasphemous words are said, for they will soon be judged and they will see that the one they mock is lord of all. We do not need to defend the Lord, we need to stand back away from the person who has placed themselves as his target for justice rather than the beneficiary of grace and mercy and peace. Men make their choice and we are wise and mature if we accept that and deal with them accordingly. We still must give the Gospel but also we must mention Hell.

3. 
Liars from the enemy always target the meeting place in the soul of facts and faith. If the enemy can insert a lie there and undermine application of faith-rest then he has destabilized the believer. This is where we target all our work to strengthen believers; we work to build them up in faith application and we teach the living Word of God, which alone, through the Holy Spirit can provide discernment to spot the enemy’s lies before they are deceived by them. 

4. 
Just listening to the words of the world too much may destabilize the weak. Too many believers spend too much time in front of their television screens and at questionable movies. If a movie has a restricted rating it ought not to be in a Christian home. We must guard our head a lot better than many of us do! What are we reading?  What are we watching?  How much truth and how much nonsense get into your mind each week? Guard the gate and the citadel of the mind is safe, but if the gate is unguarded the city of the soul is lost to the enemy’s thinking.

5. 
Deception is Satan’s main tool. He cannot win against the Lord if we walk with him, and so must lead us away from the true path for our life in order to knock us over. Deception is overcome by doctrine in the soul; not just doctrine known academically, but doctrine that has become wisdom through daily application into the details of daily life. We are “not to be ignorant of Satan’s devices”. Ignorance is either dangerous or fatal in the Angelic Conflict!

6. 
The enemy knew the bible enough to miss-quote it. Rabshakeh knew theology as the pagans today do; with half truths and quotes out of their full context. Systematic understanding alone will protect you from false quotes and “proof texting” by liars and deceivers. Every religious conman quotes freely from the scriptures, it is just that they neither believe, nor correctly apply, the passages. 

7. 
Being saturated in the Word of God is a great help in times of crisis, for then the Holy Spirit can bring to mind the promises and principles of the Word and so you are able to be strengthened in the truth; you are able to recall things and exercise your faith in them. Faith exercised grows stronger. Daily time spent feeding on God’s Word is great preparation for crises that will come, for like physical food in the body, the spiritual food of the Word strengthens the spirit within, and gets you used to trusting in the Lord. The Word of God must become more real to us that the troubles of daily life; then we can truly stand in the battles of life. 

8. 
Hezekiah is referred to in Kings and Chronicles as a “good” king, yet he is weak and it is only over time that he learns to lean upon the promises of God and follow the direction of the Lord’s prophet. He has surrounded himself with evil counsel and so has opened the door to disaster in his kingdom and will lose the vast majority of people in this campaign. He is a picture of so many Christians today; they know what is right but only do it occasionally, when other avenues are closed to them. This is why so many disasters come into the lives of the carnal saint. They live carnally most of the time, only every now and then reaching the potential that the Lord had for them. This king’s son grows up in evil, follows the paganism of his evil forefathers and kills the Lord’s prophet Isaiah. The life of the carnal is wasted; they are saved, but create more problems than they resolve. You can write over their lives; “what if?” Let us examine ourselves, as the Bible urges, and be spiritual rather than carnal through each day, so that be build blessing rather than trouble for ourselves and our descendents. Psalms 26:2, 1 Corinthians 11:28, 2 Corinthians 13:5. Refer to BTB for the doctrinal study of CHRISTIAN LIFE – SPIRITUALITY.

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SPIRITUALITY

Notes

CHAPTER 37 - HEZEKIAH’S RESPONSE IN THE LORD

Salvation for the individual and the nation comes only when they bow before the Lord and do business truly with their God. Hezekiah in this chapter truly faces the reality of his situation, with all the false hope and lying counsel he has followed gone for good. He confronts the crisis with reality and with Bible doctrine, and walks in spirituality towards the Lord’s solution.
1  And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD.

The right place to confront a crisis is in the place where you meet God on your knees or on your face before him. Hezekiah confronts his own sin with sackcloth and ashes on his head as a sign of public repentance and humility. He also recognizes that this man of Assyria has insulted the Lord God and has spoken blasphemy and the Lord will judge him for this. Jonah 3:5-6, Matthew 11:20-26. He goes into the Temple of the Lord and lays himself before his God. This is always the right place and posture when trouble comes. 

No believer can go wrong when they humble themselves before their Lord and Saviour. 2 Chronicles 7:14-18, Proverbs 6:1-5, 16:18-19, Matthew 18:4, 23:8-13, James 4:6-10, 1 Peter 5:5-7. Refer to the BTB for the doctrinal study of CHRIST – HUMILIATION AND EXULTATION – THE ROAD TO GLORY. To be Christ like is at the heart of the biblical concept of humility and these verses above and the BTB topical study will provide good material for reflection for a study group.
2  And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz.

The men who Isaiah had given messages about are now sent to speak to the man of God. In a crisis fake religion and formal services are no comfort at all, but a meeting with a man who has been with the Lord will always refresh the soul. They seek Isaiah and it is a major delegation, as would go to a king, that goes to find Isaiah and bring him to the King. 2 Kings 19:1-5, 2 Chronicles 32:16-23. As you read the courtly and priestly accounts of this meeting you see the full perspective of events this fateful day.
3  And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy: for the children are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth.

In our language he says, “all our plans have aborted”, we are in trouble and only the Lord can help us. Hezekiah notes three things about this day; it is a day of trouble, of rebuke, and of blasphemy. He is right on all points. It is a day of great trouble and disaster for a kingdom that has trusted plans of man rather than the will of the Lord. Psalms 50:15, 91:15, 116:3-7. 

It is a day of rebuke to all their plans; the plans of men have been judged by God and found wanting. They must seek the Lord, as they have at the feet of the Lord’s prophet. Hosea 5:15, 6:1. It is a day of blasphemy, for this evil Assyrian has mocked the God of all. The message to believers in such a time is, “Stand back and see the deliverance of the Lord”. Exodus 14:13-14.
4  It may be the LORD thy God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the living God, and will reprove the words which the LORD thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is left.

Notice that the King asks Isaiah to pray to “his God”. The king recognizes that the prophet of the Lord has a relationship that he does not have, and he leans on him in this time. How sad that the king’s policies have cost the lives of over 100,000 people by this time, and 46 cities have been taken and the people killed or enslaved. He is right to feel the weight of the responsibility of the disaster upon his shoulders for the fault is his and his alone as the king. He is not even clear that the Lord will hear the words of the Rabshakeh, but he hopes God will hear. This man has no strength within due to his compromises over the years. He had led revival but not followed right through and so does not have the strength of the Word to draw upon.  Isaiah has been there but not passionately followed.
5  So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 6  And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say unto your master, Thus saith the LORD, Be not afraid of the words that thou hast heard, wherewith the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me.

The servants of the king arrive and give the message to Isaiah. His response is encouraging to them. Isaiah is able to say, “thus saith the Lord”, for he had the message from the Lord for the occasion. Too many today use this phrase without Isaiah’s mandate! It is a dangerous thing to speak for the Lord when you have no mandate. The message from the Lord is first, “Be not afraid!” This is the Lord’s message to us in all situations. Fear has no place in the believer who leans upon the LORD for his strength. Isaiah 44:8, Ezekiel 2:6, Matthew 17:7, Mark 6:50, Luke 12:4, John 14:27.
7  Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.

The Lord will judge the king of Assyria by placing within him a spirit, or overwhelming urge that will drive him to do things that bring deliverance to the Israelites. The prophet is very specific about the fate of this king, as all genuine prophets are. Unless a prophet speaks authoritatively, precisely and accurately he is a fake! Deuteronomy 13:1-5, 18:20-22, Jeremiah 28:9, Matthew 7:15-23. If his words are not true, and his life moral, then he is a fake.  The message is clear and accurate and this king will die at the hands of two of his own sons as we have already seen above in 2 Chronicles 32:21.
8  So Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah: for he had heard that he was departed from Lachish. 9  And he heard say concerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, He is come forth to make war with thee. And when he heard it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying,

Rabshakeh returns to Lachish but finds it a smoking ruin and that Sennacherib moved on to Libnah which he is besieging with vigour. While there are only a few days to go in the seige, the Assyrians hear that Tirhakah, the king of Egypt, is moving north with an army to attack the Assyrians and relieve the Judeans, as he had promised. This is a possible blow to their plan to psychologically unravel the Jews so the Assyrians act quickly to dash the hopes of the Jews of Jerusalem. Sennacherib has no real fears of the Ethiopian king and his forces, for he knows that the Egyptian Ruling Dynasty is weak and their army inferior to his own. His only concern is that the Jerusalem plan will fail and the city will not surrender to him quickly.
10  Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God, in whom thou trustest, deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. 11  Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by destroying them utterly; and shalt thou be delivered? 12  Have the gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers have destroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in Telassar? 13  Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arphad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah?

The king of Assyria is a godless man, who hates the God of Israel and he takes every opportunity to add to his earlier blasphemy through the voice of the Rabshakeh. Note his words, “do not let your God deceive you”. What a strange and desperate thing to say! Why would God deceive his own people? It is Sennacherib who is deceived and he will pay for this with his life.  Do not feel the slightest sorrow for this evil man.
He repeats the words of the Rabshakeh, reminding Hezekiah that no other land has escaped destruction and his will not either. No other gods have saved their people and his will not save him either! Even being a king does not save you he reminds Hezekiah, for he has delighted in killing kings! This is a ruthless man who values only the power of his sword and the might of his army; he cares not for men or God. He is a true Satanic man, totally self centred; his sole desire is to separate believers from their source of faith.  His fate in hell is described in Isaiah 14:9-11.
14  And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD. 15  And Hezekiah prayed unto the LORD, saying,

This is one of the great verses of the Bible, and there is good reason the story here is repeated in three places, it is that important. When trouble comes men must spread their concerns out before the Lord. As I wrote the earlier chapters of this commentary I received a letter that contained a bill that was so big it could not be paid. I had to do exactly what Hezekiah did with this letter from the King of Assyria; I had to take it and lay it before God in prayer, and with my wife and family make prayers earnestly to the Lord for deliverance. We were delivered, but we have been kept in a tight financial situation that is still humanly impossible nine years down track. 
The Lord has kept me locked up like the people in Jerusalem as I write these words (from 2005-2014) and still the final release is not visible yet! Like the prophet of Jerusalem I must wait upon the Lord and keep teaching the Word of God to all who will hear, and trust in the Lord’s provision to deliver me finally from this burden that is too great for any man to resolve. Without faith it is impossible to please God. Hebrews 11:6, 1 Peter 1:7. We walk upon this earth to learn to trust the Lord and to lean not on our own understanding of things.  We will be baffled many times, but we are never bereft of hope in Christ Jesus. Psalms 55:22, 1Peter 5:5-7, 1 John 5:4-5. Refer to the BTB for the doctrinal study of PRAYER.
16  O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made heaven and earth. 17  Incline thine ear, O LORD, and hear; open thine eyes, O LORD, and see: and hear all the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent to reproach the living God.

Hezekiah begins by recognizing the Lord to whom he addresses his prayer. He gives God his awesome title and recognizes that he is Lord over all powers, and is the creator of the heavens and the earth. He then asks the Lord to see and hear the words of Sennacherib that he recognizes are addressed directly to attack the Lord God of Israel. Hezekiah recognizes that the problem is the Lords and he passes it on to him. God hears and God will answer the prayers of the person who is weak and cast themselves upon the Lord. Psalms 10:14-18, 74:10, 89:50-52. We cast ourselves upon the justice and timing of the Lord’s plan.
18  Of a truth, LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations, and their countries, 19  And have cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed them. 20  Now therefore, O LORD our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the LORD, even thou only.

God has already, through the prophet Nahum, told the believers that he is “against Assyria” and will bring them low. Nahum 1:1-8, 2:13. Isaiah has been able to encourage Hezekiah with his own promises from the Lord to back up the words of Nahum, and while the king and prophet acknowledge the power and destructive reality of the Assyrian army, they reject the inference of the Assyrian king, that this is due to the blessing of God, and that the God of Israel is making himself redundant! 

Stripped of it’s lies and half truths, the words of Sennacherib are saying that the God of Israel is bowing off the stage of history, sent away by the gods of Assyria, and that the people who served God need to come to terms with the fact that their day in the sun is over, for their God has been set aside. He has erred in this greatly, for the God of Israel is the creator. The gods of the nations are idols, with demons behind them, but God is the creator and Saviour of mankind, and he will save his people from their enemies. The collected sermons from the days of the great siege of Sennacherib are recorded in the last twenty six chapters of Isaiah, so we can read the sort of things that the prophet was saying at this time to back up his private encouragement to the king. Isaiah 40:18-31, 41: 4-16, 44:9-28, also look back to Psalms 115:1-18. Isaiah draws on truths that had been recorded since the beginning of the nation’s walk with the Lord.

The gods of these captured nations were always taken and burned in the fire of their temples, before the population’s eyes. This had great psychological impact on pagans, and underlined for the defeated survivors that their gods were useless and had failed them; that the Assyrians were superior in the physical and spiritual realm. Hezekiah sees that the reason all the gods of the nations were able to be burned to ashes is that they were just wood, whereas the God of Israel is the true God and Lord of all. He prays the prayers of David, that all might know that the Lord is God. Psalms 46:10-11, 59:11-17, 67:1-2, 83:16-18, Jeremiah 10:6-13.
21  Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria: 22  This is the word which the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The virgin, the daughter of Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee.

The answer to Hezekiah’s prayer is given to Isaiah, who is still in another part of the city, at prayer also, but in his own home. The reason the Lord does this is clear to see, for it underlines Isaiah’s credentials as the Lord’s prophet, and it emphasizes that only the Lord can answer in such a way and that he is truly God and they can depend upon him. Neither man can hear the other’s prayers, so neither can collude for the answer to be invented by the other. They are streets apart yet the answers come to Isaiah in a timely manner; as the king prays the Lord answers Isaiah. God’s purpose is that Isaiah becomes the seer for the King; his permanent counsellor, rather than the annoying voice of conscience. 

The word of the Lord concerning Sennacherib is blunt and clear. The very virgin girls of the city, who he would claim as his prize for personal rape are the ones who will toss their heads and laugh at his fate. There are no fighting men of renown in the city, but the Lord will deliver with the voice of girls being heard above the chatter of the fearful soldier’s teeth. These girls, the very ones Sennacherib lusted after for his evil, would be the ones laughing and shaking their heads in disbelief at the victory that God would provide them. We even know what the girls would be singing on the walls. Psalms 2:1-4, 9:14, 27:1-3, 46:1-7, 91:15.
23  Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against the Holy One of Israel. 24  By thy servants hast thou reproached the Lord, and hast said, By the multitude of my chariots am I come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon; and I will cut down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into the height of his border, and the forest of his Carmel. 25  I have digged, and drunk water; and with the sole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of the besieged places.

In that day the king of Assyria will know that he has spoken evil of the true God of Israel and he will be fearful and baffled as to why and how his plans came to nothing. Sennacherib’s victory proclamation regarding this campaign has survived and also the details of his death as he is at prayer in the temple of his gods (verse 37 below). He was baffled as to why he was unable to complete the destruction of Judah. 

The Jews within the city rest upon their faith in God in the midst of the impossible situation and are delivered because they rest in the right place; they rest in the promises of the mighty God! Romans 4:16-25. The Lord quotes back to Hezekiah Sennacherib’s letter’s other contents that he has not disclosed to Isaiah (verses 10-13 above). 

The great swelling boasts of the “great king” will all be hollow and amount to nothing against Jerusalem. He had claimed (we have this in his surviving inscriptions) that he could bring water to places where there was none, and by the same “god like” clever engineering rob other places of water when he besieged them. God has heard all his boasts and all will be brought down.
26  Hast thou not heard long ago, how I have done it; and of ancient times, that I have formed it? now have I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste defenced cities into ruinous heaps. 27  Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed and confounded: they were as the grass of the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the housetops, and as corn blasted before it be grown up.

Sennacherib has a false viewpoint on history, and so Isaiah gives the true viewpoint now. “Haven’t your heard Sennacherib?” He mockingly asks the king whether he has actually looked up the heavens and asked who made them. The only reason he has been able to defeat a city is because the Lord’s plan for history allowed him to do so. Sennacherib is being told that he has simply played his part in the divine plan, and has done things only by means of the permissive will of God. Refer to the BTB for the doctrinal studies on GOD, studying again the sub-sections, DIVINE GUIDANCE – THE WILL OF GOD, and also THE PLAN OF GOD. This is the viewpoint of the early apostles also who built upon the foundation laid by Isaiah and the others. Acts 2:23, 4:27-28, 1 Peter 1:1-7. 

The peoples of the places taken had already lost the battle of life, for they had served gods that were no gods; they had depended on weakness pretending they were strong. They fell due to their own stupidity and rejection of the true God. Sennacherib has gone too far, for now he faces the people of the true and powerful God. He has no mandate to destroy them and so the Lord will stop him in his tracks.
28  But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against me. 29  Because thy rage against me, and thy tumult, is come up into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest.

God, in effect, says to Sennacherib, “you are not safe, for I know where I can find you at home and I will kill you there just as you planned to kill my people”. The motivation of this man is also unmasked. He hates God.  This man is no atheist, he is an anti-theist! Like Hitler he hates the God of Israel and seeks to destroy the people and therefore the God of the Hebrews. John 15:22-25. The tyrants of last century all tried to do this and they died; Stalin, Hitler and Idi Amin and other petty ones all died miserably and their legacy is gone. These men are without memorial even in their own nations now, less that sixty years after their evils stopped. God will lead this man back to where he is to die, like a horse led by it’s bridle this man will be led back to his death.
30  And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such as groweth of itself; and the second year that which springeth of the same: and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof. 31  And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward: 32  For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount Zion: the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall do this.

There is a sign that the Lord gives as evidence of the truth of his prophetic word through Isaiah, and a firm promise to cling to in the hard times they will face ahead. The survivors of the invasion will eat of what they glean from fields that are self sown, or animals that are abandoned by the enemy. Even in the second year they will be unable to sow new fields, they will still be rebuilding and recovering, but there will be enough self sown to live off. Only in the third year will they be able to prune their vineyards and plant their own fields again. God will preserve them after the victory over Sennacherib. It is a fact of history that after many great victories the victors may still die of famine in the year afterwards. This occurred in Russia, Holland and Great Britain after their victory in World War II. There will be a small remnant of the people who will live to glorify God’s deliverance over their enemy.
33  Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shields, nor cast a bank against it. 34  By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD. 35  For I will defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake.

This is a prophetic truth that illustrates the “law of falsifiability” in prophecy and science generally. No statement is taken as “scientific” if it is not falsifiable. No prophecy is genuine unless it can be proved wrong. If God speaks it is with absolute certainty and there is always an element that has a falsifiable element to it. Isaiah can be proved a lying prophet at any point in the siege by the Assyrian army. Up to 185,000 men are involved and at any time one man could draw back his bowstring and launch off an arrow and so the prophet will be proved false. At any time to increase psychological pressure on the people the general could order a show of force against the walls and raise a siege rampart. Nothing will be done by the enemy army. This is inconceivable yet in the plan of God becomes the powerful proof of the plan of God regarding this city and it’s inhabitants. 

The Lord will do this for his own name’s sake. He does things for his glory and the glory of his name. We get on board the plan of God or we are under the plan! Sennacherib had boasted to tramp all under his feet, but the Lord reminds him he is the one who will be trampled by the plan of God. Deuteronomy 32:26-30. He has played his part for God now and he will “exit stage left”! Proverbs 21:29-31. The other aspect of the promise of God for Jerusalem is that this city will be blessed through their association with David. Their godly past king will be a grace basis for their deliverance, and it will be his songs they sing in victory from the walls of the city. Both blessings and cursing, flow down the generations, to bless or curse those who follow their father’s example. Deuteronomy 5:8-11. Those who love and serve the Lord lay up in store a great blessing river to flow for years after their death. As the people have returned to the faith of their father David, so the blessings of David will pour upon them.
36  Then the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. 37  So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. 38  And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword; and they escaped into the land of Armenia: and Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead.

Having said that he will act the Lord sends his angel to execute judgment upon the enemy, just as he had done before and later. Exodus 12:23, 29-30, 1 Chronicles 21:14, Psalms 35:5, Acts 12:23. When the Assyrians rise in the morning after the angel has swept through with the plague most are dead, and those who rise up, do so amongst the dead and dying. Psalms 46:6-10., 76:5-9, 1 Thessalonians 5:3. Sennacherib leaves quickly and departs back to Nineveh where the Angel of the Lord finds him through his very own sons, who stab him in the back while he is at prayer to his false god. The new king of Assyria Esar-haddon is a great king, but leaves Judah alone for a time, only demanding tribute.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
All who hate God have a limited time upon the earth before their eternity in Hell fire. Do not resent their wealth or power, for it is all temporary, and will all be swept away in time by the tide of history. 

2. 
Beware false prophets! The words of Jesus in Matthew 7:15-23, remind us that we have a solemn obligation to silence all such false speakers of evil. If a person speaks in the Lord’s name they must have lives that accord with Jesus words and they must speak with specificity and without the slightest untruth in their words. Waffle is not prophecy it is waffle.

3. 
The sign of accurate prophecy is complete fulfilment of the detailed prophetic word. Both the fate of Sennacherib and the fate of his army are testable in history and seen to be fulfilled. The people do eat from the produce that the land produces itself for the first three years and only in the third complete the rebuild and start to sow new crops and draw upon the surviving live stock after three years of breeding back the remnant of the herds. They can see the words of Isaiah were absolutely true and ought to have deduced that all his words were to be followed. 

The result of this “sign” ought to have been that the rest of Isaiah’s life should have been blessed and he should have been the court prophet who Hezekiah and his son followed in al decision making. Sadly this will not be the case, and it is a salutary reminder that signs and wonders do little for people’s decision making long term. Do not look for more miracles to bolster faith, challenge people to faith, for faith depends on volition, not being overwhelmed by a sign from above!

4. 
The right place to confront a crisis is always on your knees or upon your face before the Lord, who alone can deliver from disaster. Hezekiah is a foolish man, but he is a man who at this time confronts the truth of the Lord and bows to him in repentance and seeks the Lord’s solution. How tragic that so many had to die first! He had to lose, possibly as high as 80% of his population before he turns to the Lord! This is a terrible indictment on this man, but finally he does repent and the people are saved. Let us be “quick to hear and obey the Lord”.

5. 
When God answers he does so in a manner that all can see that this is the Lord who is answering. The timing of the answers to Hezekiah’s prayer is reminiscent of the timing of the answers to prayer of the men in the early church Acts 8-10. Prayers offered are being answered from even before they are uttered, for men are already walking towards their rendezvous in answer to the prayers, and they arrive at exactly the right moment at the right places to complete the Lord’s plan. We need to pray more and relax more thoroughly into the plan of God and have the praise and joy associated with watching the Lord work out his salvation for us. 

6. 
Have you spread out your problems on paper before the Lord as your prayer agenda? Have you laid out your requests as Hezekiah lays out this letter? God seeks to prove his love and wisdom through specific answers to prayer, yet we so often fail to lay things thoroughly out before him. Let us follow David, Hezekiah and Peter and cast all our cares upon Him. 

7.  
All men and women who have a false view of history will be brought low. Neither gloat over them, nor wait for their fall; just relax, serve the Lord as you are called, and be sure that the Lord will work all things out his way. Be sure that the hand on the universe is the hand that upholds you and relax and do your work pastor!
DOCTRINAL TOPICS

GOD: PLAN OF GOD 

CHRIST: HUMILIATION AND EXALTATION – THE ROAD TO GLORY

PRAYER

GOD:  DIVINE GUIDANCE:  THE WILL OF GOD

CHAPTER 38 - THE SIN UNTO DEATH AND IT’S SOLUTION

Hezekiah’s carnality brings the nation to ruin and his family to disaster and evil in the next generation. He is brought to the point of death and restored by the prayers of the prophet, who also saves the nation by his prayer. The King is restored but still fails to correct his son and he goes on the murder the very prophet who saved his nation and his own father’s life. God’s grace to Hezekiah is seen here, but we may ask, why save this man and cost the life of the prophet? Was there not a way for the Lord to save the prophet from this horrible death? Was there not a way for Manasseh to be stopped from reigning?  Once again we are face to face with the plan of God and he is working things out his way in accordance with his will and the volition of the people towards him. 

The people have been revived and saved from disaster, but within twenty years they will fall back into idolatry and will require further judgment. The vile son of Hezekiah will be a means of bringing that judgment to wake up the people again. Yet even he will be saved in the end. Isaiah will win the martyr’s crown; the highest award in heaven, and he is not sad about his end, for the pain of his death was but for a moment, and the glory goes on forever! We stand before the mystery of the plan of God again in this chapter. 

Read 2 Kings 20:1-21, for you will see that this man has a basic weakness and is easily turned aside from the Lord’s will, but still the Lord is gracious to him, as he is to us all in our foolishness. This man robs himself of blessing and is placed under the Sin Unto death; the sentence is delayed fifteen years but it still falls upon him then. Isaiah has less than twenty years to minister before his murder but he will use them well and win great eternal reward. Refer to the BTB for the doctrinal studies, SIN – SIN UNTO DEATH, and also CHRISTIAN LIFE – REWARDS AND CROWNS.
1  In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order: for thou shalt die, and not live. 2  Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the LORD, 3  And said, Remember now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.

The facts are given bluntly for us here to open the context of the chapter. These events occur during the great invasion period while the city is under siege. Hezekiah has a double burden, his nation and his own ill health and coming death. It appears he has an incurable cancer of some form. Often we are asked to pray for a believer that they might be healed, but the Lord may tell us something quite different, and we must be listening to the Lord’s voice as we are about to pray. It is always wrong to just pray for the sick without thought and meditating on what the illness is, why it has come and what the Lord may be doing through it. Isaiah is blunt, without any softening of the message, in telling the king that he will die and he ought to face the fact and get his house in order. 

This is a hard thing as the servant of the Lord, but we may be asked to say it, and we must listen for the Lord’s voice when we pray for the sick. I have had to do this instead of praying as everyone else did for a dear friend. He was stricken with cancer, and all his Christian friends, with Pentecostal fervour were praying for healing. Every one of them had a verse of promise they had given him and he had them around his lounge written on large pieces of paper. 

I walked into his home, saw him, saw the papers, and the Lord said clearly to me, “it is for death not life”. My prayer for the man was for strength, but I had to encourage him to see that death was not a bad thing, for he would see his Lord, and that it was alright to give himself permission to face this prospect, and so say his goodbyes, rather than leave his family with a false faith that had been smashed by the now certain subsequent events!   This man accepted the truth and there was blessing in his dying and after his death.
I have also seen the impact of those who promise false hope to families and so the loved one never say goodbye to their children and they are left without hope or faith! If we pray for others we ought to listen to the Lord first, and we ought not to pray for others if we are not in that habit!!!  
Hezekiah is left with the blunt reality of the consequences of his sinful compromises in his personal and family life. He had failed in many ways. He had failed to follow through on the reforms and listen to the prophet of God Isaiah, but took the advice of corrupt and carnal courtiers, and priests. He had failed to fully trust the Lord in 720, and then paid tribute to Sennacherib in 715, and then made alliances with Babylon and Egypt, both of which would plunder the land in the next century. He was guilty of fat headedness; he started to think he was pretty smart and a great king. This pride was what led to al the other errors he made and finally to this chapter and the sin unto death that nearly took him here. 2 Chronicles 32:23-33.

 Now, in light of these things look at his prayer to the Lord in verse three of Isaiah 38. The Lord answers his prayer in the affirmative and gives the answer to before Isaiah has even crossed the court yard on his way out of the palace, so what he says must be true.  He has failed in actions but his heart has been sincere, and he has love for the Lord, but his self love has stopped his application and complete obedience. The Lord looks to the heart and answers him. This gives us great hope when we pray, that we do not need to have everything right 100% in our lives to receive answers from him, for he operates in grace not as a consequence of our works! He weeps but it is not his tears that save him, his tears simply underline his sincere repentance. Psalms 51:1ff. We do not necessarily need to come to the “weeping stool” to be saved, but we do need to come to our knees and do genuine business with God in our hearts. John 4:23-24.
4  Then came the word of the LORD to Isaiah, saying, 5  Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years.

Isaiah is stopped in his tracks later at home and told by the Lord exactly how many years the Lord is adding to the king’s life. The answer to the prophet may have come the next day; the timing is unclear, but from Hezekiah’s own testimony in verses 13-14, it appears that there could be up to three days before the answer came through.  

The death of the Lord’s own is precious in his sight; no believer dies without the Lord at their side. Psalms 116:15. We all have our part to play in the Plan of God and we are to set our hearts and minds to follow through in obedience to that plan, and know, every step of the way, that the Lord will bring us through to the completion of that plan. For Isaiah and for Paul it will be the Martyr’s Crown, for Hezekiah it will be a quiet death in his bed without blessing, either temporal or eternal. Acts 27:21-29, 2 Timothy 4:6-8, and 17. We do not die alone!
6  And I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria: and I will defend this city. 7  And this shall be a sign unto thee from the LORD, that the LORD will do this thing that he hath spoken; 8  Behold, I will bring again the shadow of the degrees, which is gone down in the sun dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So the sun returned ten degrees, by which degrees it was gone down.

Verse 6 tells us that this event occurs around the time of the siege, but before the events of chapter 37, where the promises received here are added to significantly. There was a remarkable miracle then done for the king to be his assurance and an “omen” of disaster for the Assyrians. For a sun dial to go backwards ten degrees is either for the sun to go backwards in the sky, or for shadows to be refracted in an amazing manner to generate such an effect in the courtyard, so that all in the palace see it. 

In the Hebrew world unless there were at least twelve witnesses there was no certification of a miracle. For normal court proceedings two or three were required to prove guilt or innocence, but for miracles at least twelve were required to certify a miraculous event. Clearly a miracle occurs here, but the physics of it is unknown, in spite what modern philosophers of science have speculated over recent years. It remains a mystery.

In 2 Kings 20:8, it is Hezekiah who asks for a sign to be given him, so weak his faith is at this point. Psalms 107:17-20. God in grace still heals this “fool”; what a great God we have who never gives us according to our great faith (for we often lack it), but always deals with us in accordance with his grace. Sadly this is the issue with all weak and baby believers; they require additional things to simple truth. Numerous “sign type” gifts, and miracles, have never been the sign of spiritual maturity on the part of the people present. Significant “signs” indicate weak or baby like faith in the population or individual that lacks the maturity to take the Lord at his Word! Matthew 12:39.
9  The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick, and was recovered of his sickness: 10  I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the gates of the grave: I am deprived of the residue of my years. 11  I said, I shall not see the LORD, even the LORD, in the land of the living: I shall behold man no more with the inhabitants of the world.

Verse nine tells us that the following verses are the required formal testimony of the king concerning the miraculous healing he had received. All miracles were required to be thus certified so that the Lord could get the glory from the truth and any false claim could be publicly scrutinized and ridiculed. We ought to be a rigorous as these people were with the truth of such things in our own day, for too many mock the Lord after false accounts of revival and healings are exposed as hoaxes. We must not open ourselves to ridicule by spreading hear say stories that lack certification of truth. Psalms 30:11-12, 116:1-4, 118:21-24, Daniel 4, Jonah 2:1-9.  

Notice the self centred prayer that Hezekiah uttered. He is weeping for the shortening of his days, for his destiny being cut off! This is a man who is very convinced of his own importance, but even though he is full of egotism, he still loves the Lord and the Lord blessed him in grace with an answer to his prayer. He realised that for him the joys of this life were over and that he would not see the Lord in the land of the living, only after his death. 

He did have eternal security, and this is something that is to be noticed here; this man is a fool, but he is a saved fool and knows that he is secure in the Lord’s arms, even if through death. Do we have the assurance that he had?  We do not teach enough about heaven, nor about eternal security today, and so we have weak and panic stricken believers facing death, when they ought to be strong in the Lord. Psalms 89:43-48.
12  Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd's tent: I have cut off like a weaver my life: he will cut me off with pining sickness: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me. 13  I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so will he break all my bones: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me. 14  Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter: I did mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with looking upward: O LORD, I am oppressed; undertake for me.

He was totally staggered at the loss of his years; years that he thought he was entitled to. One of the signs of Narcissistic Personality Disorder (biblical pride) is that the person has a sense of entitlement to good things and if baffled if anything goes wrong with their perfect life. Once again reflect on this man and the fact that the Lord still answers his prayer and gives him blessing. We do not need to be perfect to receive grace; we just need to throw ourselves upon the mercy of the Lord. 

His “pining sickness” is probably a form of incurable cancer, although referred to as a “boil” in 2 Kings 20:7. He feels that he has not woven all the fabric of his life; he has not completed the assigned tasks the Lord has given him, and he is right in this! He really moaned like a bird through the night and following day; possibly for up to three days. God answered but he had to be earnest in his prayers before the answer came, and even then he sought the “sign” to strengthen his weak faith, even though he had something to do to be healed, by means of the fig poultice. The healing ought to have been “sign” enough, but God is gracious and he sees the sign with the entire palace, applies the poultice and is healed. Those who believe without a “sign” tend to advance in growing and more powerful faith, whereas, sadly, those who need the signs, they tend to stagger on in unbelief at times and go back to idols. Romans 4:18-22, 1 John 5:14-21.
15  What shall I say? he hath both spoken unto me, and himself hath done it: I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul. 16  O LORD, by these things men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit: so wilt thou recover me, and make me to live.

Now read these verses here slowly so you see the impact of the healing on this king. He sees the answer but is still a spiritually baffled man. What can a man say when he has had a genuine encounter with God? From scripture we have the picture that Hezekiah gives us here; humility, silence, sadness and joy mixed, and praise. 

Genuine encounters with God remove egotism, replacing it with praise and glory and honour to the Lord. Look at David’s words after he has had this sort of encounter through the prophet Nathan, who has very bluntly previously reproved him of great sin and evil. 2 Samuel 7:18-29. Contrast this with Hezekiah and you get the fell of the difference in the spiritual growth and maturity of the two men. Encounters with the living God are powerful and humbling, and they do not necessarily lead to great financial prosperity, but often to suffering and pressure. Hebrews 11:32-40.

What does Hezekiah mean, “I shall go softly”? It means to walk secretly, quietly, like a man with a deep secret within his soul. It was said of magicians and indicates that Hezekiah realizes things now about himself and God that he did not know before and that his perspective on life is changed. It may indicate that at this time he is beginning to practise faith-rest in daily life, rather than the egocentric foolishness of the past. It reflects his heart’s desire to walk with more of what the Eastern world would call, “Thick Face Black Heart”, not letting others see his intentions or plans so easily. This is his intention but he fails almost immediately, as we will see, with the follow through. He experiences deep “bitterness” in his soul and wants to carry that memory with him for the rest of his life. This word is better translated as the calmness and steadiness of a serious person devoted to the Lord’s service. It is used in Psalms 42:4. He is not bitter, but has felt the serious impact of dying and wants to walk with that reality bringing a seriousness into his life thereafter.

He correctly affirms that it is by these transforming experiences and understandings that men truly begin to live properly. He identifies that men do not live properly without these breakthroughs in understanding. The Greek philosopher Socrates said, “Call no man happy until he is dead”. By it he implied two things; firstly that you only know the man was happy when you have watched him die, for many regret their life’s choices and you only see that on the death bed. Such men betray the fact then, that they have lived a lie and so die unhappy. 

The second reason this statement is true, is that, unless men live in the light of their death, they will not live intelligently, for life lived without the awareness of it’s certain end, is life lived without logic guiding the soul. While Elihu gets many theological things wrong, they is much truth in his speech recorded in Job 33:13-30.  Also refer Psalms 30:6-12, 71:19-24, 88:1-18, 1 Corinthians 11:27-32, 2 Corinthians 4:12-18, Hebrews 12:9-13.
17  Behold, for peace I had great bitterness: but thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back. 18  For the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth.

From some of the Psalms above you can see the echoes of this first verse here. We can see by these things the Psalms that Hezekiah sang, for he echoes them in his tract on his healing. He lived in Psalms 30, 46, 51, 71, 85, and 88. The Psalms were both the hymn book and the theology text for Judah in those days and they learned of the Lord as they sang with David of his glory and deliverance. In effect Hezekiah recognizes that to produce his peace of mind and rest within his soul, that he had to go through deep bitterness and quietness within. He had to suffer this badly to learn to faith-rest his life in the Lord’s hands. Micah 7:18-20, Romans 8:28.  

Those who have died have ended their lives and with their last breath goes their last chance to glorify God on earth. If a person has not used their life well their opportunity is over! This passage does not teach soul death, nor does it cast doubt on the hope of Heaven, as some have argued, it simply identifies that unless a person gets the truth clearly in this life they have lost their opportunity to glorify the Lord as they ought to! Unless we praise the Lord now we do not praise at all! Once again the echoes of the Psalms abound here. Psalms 6:5-6, 30:8-9, 88:10-12, 115:17-18. 

Now notice the last Psalm and re-read it for there you see that the believer going down in praise into death continues praising the Lord “forever”. It is only the lost who have “lost” their opportunity, and the carnal who have lost the joy that could have been theirs in life. Jesus’ story of the rich man and Lazarus the beggar illustrates this in Luke 16:19-31.
19  The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day: the father to the children shall make known thy truth. 20  The LORD was ready to save me: therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in the house of the LORD.

We would say, “I’m alive, I’m alive, and I will keep on praising the Lord all the days of my life”. Hezekiah is determined to praise the Lord for the rest of his life. He is sincere in his desire to be the man he was meant to be before the Lord. He is determined to be the doctrinally sound and positive father he was meant to be now. 

It may be that Manasseh was not born at this time, or that his older sons may have died in the battles. We do not have solid information here and so speculation is vain. Manasseh may have been co-regent at this time at age twelve, or be born three years later. Bringing children up with solid knowledge of the Lord and his plan is vital for that child’s stability later in life. Hezekiah has failed, or fails to do this with Manasseh. He is sincere in his desire, but he does not consolidate his spiritual understanding by follow through actions in daily life. He fails the “application test” of Hebrews 4:1-2. See David’s Psalms on this subject also. Psalms 78:3-8, 145:1-4, 146:1-10. 

Hezekiah sees that the Lord was always ready to save him, but his faith was not expressed in the Lord, nor had he turned to the Lord at the right time. He sees that he had trusted men rather than God and so had been “let down”, but that he has not been let down by God. Psalms 116:1-19, 117:1-2. Hezekiah recognizes the power and strength of doctrinal praise and worship and he sets his heart to spend time daily in the Temple of the living God. We are strengthened by daily worship when it expresses the truths of God’s Word. Philippians 4:4.
21  For Isaiah had said, Let them take a lump of figs, and lay it for a plaister upon the boil, and he shall recover. 22  Hezekiah also had said, What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the LORD?

These verses serve as a foot note to the chapter, explaining the means of healing employed by the prophet to heal the king. Isaiah may have had medical training as a part of his professional background, or it may be that the Lord directly told him to do this. The priestly class were the medical examiners of the people regarding leprosy and this indicates some medical training. Leviticus 13 reads like a medical text book on skin diseases and indeed it is. 

The state of medical knowledge in ancient Egypt was very advanced. Broken bones were set, brain surgery and other basic surgery was performed, and from the bones of people discovered they survived the operations! A number of medical text books have survived from the Egyptians, Babylonians and the Greeks which indicate advanced knowledge of medical principles, so that you would have been in better hands with a doctor in the years 2000 BC through until 400 AD, than at any time until the most recent of times. Now, what healed Hezekiah, the figs or the power of the Lord? The answer from the man himself is “The Lord”. The figs were an aid to faith, not just a placebo effect. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Carnality may not lead to loss of salvation but it certainly brings loss of joy, peace and safety in time and loss of eternal reward after this life is over. Look and reflect upon the misery of Hezekiah’s life and that of his son and you see the cost of carnality. To be carnally minded is death. We are urged to walk in the spirit for good reason, and so let us proclaim this truth loudly in increasingly compromising and carnal times. 

2. 
Telling the truth in love may be extremely hard at times. To face a friend with their death, when they are clinging to false hope is one of the hard things you may be asked to do. We must listen to the Lord and not persist in prayer for healing when the Lord makes it clear that it is for death not life that the sickness pertains. 

3. 
Weeping may not be needed for forgiveness but all people had better do real business with God on account of their sins. God seeks genuine repentance, not phoney words backed by hypocrisy. Tears can be those of the crocodile, but without a genuine sadness at sin there is no genuine repentance. Sin hurts the Lord and unless we feel that pain we have not felt the reality of sin.

4. 
The death of the Lord’s people is precious in his sight. We need to understand these things in pastoral ministry for we will often be with the dying and need to be comfortable with heaven and the journey there, which can be rough at times for God’s choicest saints. Suffering does not mean God’s judgment; it can be the path to greater blessing. As believers we do not die alone. How we live will determine how we die and what awaits us afterwards.

5. 
Is it not an encouragement to see that even the self centred and weak Hezekiah has his prayers answered, and this is the message to all weak and halting believers; the Lord works by grace and not by works. The Lord answers our heart felt prayers, Halleluiah! 

6. 
Once the Lord has healed there ought to be a formal testimony given with witnesses for the miracle. Miracles have occurred throughout history and all genuine ones need to be certified to silence the critic and encourage the saint. We were reminded again that “hear say” is not evidence and we must be careful about believing all stories of miracles unless they are certified by reliable sources. In the mouths of two or three witnesses shall all matters be established. Unless we are careful the genuine signs of the presence of God are buried in the nonsense of neurotics who will believe anything!

7. 
Once people have had a genuine encounter with God they are silenced and their egotism and ego centricity is gone. The sad thing about the state of fallen man is that people can go backwards in their life if they do not persist in their walk in the spirit. Hezekiah is genuine and he wants to follow through, but he just never consistently does! We are challenged to our daily walk in the Spirit by this. No matter how dramatic the encounter with God, it will achieve nothing unless it is followed up consistently day after day by walking in the Spirit of the living God through prayer, Christian fellowship and systematic Bible study.

8. 
Do not despise the combination of health science with applied theology. Dr Luke worked with Paul (refer the study on the latter chapters of Acts), and here Isaiah uses medicine to aid the faith of the man the Lord heals supernaturally. Faith and science are never incompatible, nor contradictory. We never need to fear good science, it is shoddy or lunatic type behaviours masquerading as “faith” that are most to be feared. Evidence is what the early believers demanded for all works of God and the Lord will always ensure there is plenty. Acts 26:25-26. We rest upon the solid facts of God’s working in history and stand upon holy ground trodden before us by mighty men and women who daily mixed the word with faith and applied it into their lives. Let us follow them every day of our life!  

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

SIN:  SIN UTO DEATH 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS

CHAPTER 39 - A FATAL ERROR FOR THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH

Hezekiah has his heart right but his brain hasn’t caught up with the lessons learned. He makes a mistake that is recorded in this chapter that will bring the Babylonians into their back yard within a hundred years and they will take the city in 586 BC and destroy it totally. Hezekiah just cannot help himself, the ambassadors are his “friends” and bring best wishes and he doesn’t see the hidden malice. We are often too trusting and the cost may be very high. This is a chapter that reminds us to trust no-one outside our closest circle of Christian advisors, lest we be made fools of.  John 2:25-26. 
1  At that time Merodachbaladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon,  sent letters and a present to Hezekiah: for he had heard that he had been  sick, and was recovered.

There is nothing wrong with this in itself, but the motivation of the king of Babylon was not “straight” and when unbelievers ask after our health we ought to be concerned; keep smiling at them, but be concerned about what is behind it all. This king had been a key player in trying to form an alliance against Assyria and had been the first one defeated by Sennacherib, so he was now fighting the Assyrians in a guerrilla war from the swamps of Chaldea in league with the Elamites. He has no real power and it will not be another ninety years before his state has rebuilt it’s strength to seriously defeat the Assyrians, retake Babylon and defeat Nineveh, and then only with the Medes and Scythians. 

He sees the king’s sickness and miraculous recovery as a basis for contact and takes the opportunity to re-establish contact after the siege is over and Hezekiah has survived both sickness and Sennacherib. He is interested in how Hezekiah has withstood Sennacherib, so his ambassadors will be flattering to get the information they require. It is the politics of power not friendship that drives him, for he seeks a great empire for Babylon and he isn’t interested in it being his, he is laying the foundation for his grand children.
2  And Hezekiah was glad of them, and shewed them the house of his  precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house of his armour, and all that was found in his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not.

Hezekiah becomes emotional and as a ruler of men that is a seriously dumb basis for actions and leads to errors of judgment. Emotions are to be enjoyed, never followed if you have responsibility for others lives in your hands. Emotions are for time off, not for work! Hezekiah was “glad”; his heart lifted and e felt great having a king ask how he was. Pride was re-triggered and he fell into it again with all his old enthusiasm for self centeredness. 

Once our eyes are off the Lord they will go to people, presents and then to ego lusts of various sorts. In places of great power and responsibility such self-centeredness will always open the person to danger and their responsibilities to disaster. He gives them a complete tour of his palace and shows them everything, his physical wealth in gold plates and items, his military hardware, food stores, and his treasury. He has just given them all the facts they need to successfully besiege the city under Nebuchadnezzar!
3  Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these men? and from whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far country unto me, even from Babylon. 4  Then said he, What have they seen in thine house? And Hezekiah answered, All that is in mine house have they seen: there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shewed them.  5  Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, Hear the word of the LORD of hosts: 6  Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store until this day, shall be carried to  Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the LORD. 7  And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.

Isaiah “pops in” to the palace. He is shocked to discover what Hezekiah has done and tells him bluntly what it means for his descendents. Hezekiah is still very impressed by what he has done, and that people have come from so far away to inquire after his health. He is still, like all egotists, impressed by things too easily.  He has not held back anything, but shown them everything he owns! 

No-one ought ever to ask another person to show them everything, nor should everything ever be shown by you to anyone. This is egotism or nosiness, and it is dangerous, for you have made yourself vulnerable to the other person and the powers behind them. We are not to be vulnerable as believers; we are to be private and focused on the Lord’s work. This is part of the dignity of being in the Royal Family of God. All believers are members of that family and we ought to behave like dignified royalty, not undignified royalty like Hezekiah here. 

The future history of the nation and the line of this king is written by Isaiah. His descendents will be taken captive one by one and transported to Egypt or Babylon and there they will die. Only one man will come through from the captivity and have sons and that man is Zorobabel (Matthew 1:12 – this is a variant spelling). 

Read through 2 Kings 21 and following and you will see the sorry state of politics in the days from the evil days of Hezekiah’s son Manasseh until the last of Hezekiah’s line go into captivity. Even though the last king, Jeconiah was finally treated well by Nebuchadnezzar, after he was saved, the old king is a eunuch. His son never claims the kingship, and Zorobabel never claimed the kingship, nor did his descendent Joseph, the adopted father of Jesus. The Lord Jesus Christ does not descend from this cursed line, but from another son of King David, from Nathan. Luke 3:31.
8  Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is the word of the LORD which thou hast spoken. He said moreover, For there shall be peace and truth in my days.

Notice Hezekiah’s words. They are staggering. He isn’t concerned about how he might change things, but only about the fact that he wont live to see this and that his days will be fine. This is a self centred man who simply wanted a retiring life of pleasantness and calm. He lived in the great crisis of his day yet he failed to get the message of the Lord and so perpetuated the evil that his son would later commit. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1.
Lord, keep us from stupidity! As believers we can be too trusting of people we have no reason to trust. We are called to wisdom and common sense, not foolishness. Remember this king and the cost of egotism and the following of emotion rather than reason. Walk in the spirit or walk in foolishness. Let us be intelligent in our faith!
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