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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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CHAPTER 21

EZEKIEL 21:1-7

1  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, set thy face toward Jerusalem, and drop thy word toward the holy places, and prophesy against the land of Israel, 3  And say to the land of Israel, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I am against thee, and will draw forth my sword out of his sheath, and will cut off from thee the righteous and the wicked. 4  Seeing then that I will cut off from thee the righteous and the wicked, therefore shall my sword go forth out of his sheath against all flesh from the south to the north: 5  That all flesh may know that I the LORD have drawn forth my sword out of his sheath: it shall not return any more. 6  Sigh therefore, thou son of man, with the breaking of thy loins; and with bitterness sigh before their eyes. 7  And it shall be, when they say unto thee, Wherefore sighest thou? that thou shalt answer, For the tidings; because it cometh: and every heart shall melt, and all hands shall be feeble, and every spirit shall faint, and all knees shall be weak as water: behold, it cometh, and shall be brought to pass, saith the Lord GOD.

REFLECTION

1  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, set thy face toward Jerusalem, and drop thy word toward the holy places, and prophesy against the land of Israel, 3  And say to the land of Israel, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I am against thee, and will draw forth my sword out of his sheath, and will cut off from thee the righteous and the wicked.

The forest of trees from chapter twenty is now further explained and it’s meaning expanded upon. The centre of the southern forest is indeed Jerusalem and he is to preach directly against this city that has become filled with wickedness. The best people have already been taken from the city in the initial deportations, and those left are corrupt, from the top to the bottom of society. His words are to be like a constant trickle of water over the dry earth of the people’s lives. 

The preaching of the water is to be like water into a parched land. This is an image taken straight from the words of Moses and used by the Lord afterwards to describe the refreshing impact of Bible doctrine upon the souls of the Lord’s people as they open themselves to the truth. Deuteronomy 32:1-4, Psalms 1:3, John 7:37-39. Refer to the BTB study of WATER. 

Isaiah and Jeremiah take this water image and identify, that just as God and his Word is the source of true water that brings life, so the false prophets are the source of polluted water that will kill or sicken the drinker. Isaiah 5:6, Jeremiah 2:13. This image is taken up again by the Apostles in the New Testament, for they see the same truth; that as the true servants of the pour out living water to feed and nourish the souls of the saved, Ephesians 5:26, so the false teachers promise great things, but deliver evil or nothing. 2 Peter 2:17, Jude 12. 

Ezekiel is to trickle his words in a controlled and thorough manner over the city and land of Judah, offering them life if they will take the Lord’s offering of truth at his hand, but judgment if they refuse it. The image is of the gardener pouring systematically water over the whole plot of the garden, so that every part receives the water. The people are to be thoroughly and carefully warned that the Lord has now drawn his sword against them and will act to judge them all. There is a distinction still made between the righteous and the wicked; the righteous will not perish with the wicked. Ezekiel 9:4-6. 

4  Seeing then that I will cut off from thee the righteous and the wicked, therefore shall my sword go forth out of his sheath against all flesh from the south to the north: 5  That all flesh may know that I the LORD have drawn forth my sword out of his sheath: it shall not return any more.

There is a repetition of the truth of judgment, just as Jeremiah had also prophesied; that from one end of the land to the other there will be judgment, by famine, by sword and by plague. Jeremiah 15:2ff, Ezekiel 6:8-14. Even though the sword will fall upon the whole land, they are reminded that there is still a remnant under God’s special care and protection for their righteousness in the midst of wickedness. There is mercy and forgiveness to those who genuinely repent, but total judgment to those who play with truth and live in hypocrisy. Numbers 14:18-23, Deuteronomy 29:22-29. 

The Lord will act in such a way that all who see his actions will know that it is he who has done this. The day for genuine repentance in the city of Jerusalem has sadly passed now. They are beyond assistance because in their hearts, into which the Lord sees, they have determined to follow the course of evil. Jeremiah 23:20-29. As you read this Jeremiah passage, see just how angry the false prophets have made the Lord. The people have preferred their pleasant falsehoods to the truth and they are being left with their chosen evil and will feel all it’s natural consequences. 

6  Sigh therefore, thou son of man, with the breaking of thy loins; and with bitterness sigh before their eyes. 7  And it shall be, when they say unto thee, Wherefore sighest thou? that thou shalt answer, For the tidings; because it cometh: and every heart shall melt, and all hands shall be feeble, and every spirit shall faint, and all knees shall be weak as water: behold, it cometh, and shall be brought to pass, saith the Lord GOD.

Ezekiel is to show the heart of God in all this matter. The Lord has been made very angry at the evil of his people, but he is the God of the broken heart towards them. Sin in the lives of believers hurts the heart of God, for he seeks to fellowship with us, bless us, and have us serve him in truth and power. Ezekiel is to sigh openly in front of them, and do so in such a way that they notice and ask him what it means. 

There is no hope for most of those left behind in the city of Jerusalem, but there is hope for the majority of the exiles, for they do seek truth in the end. They also have played the fool with evil, but they finally do see their stupidity and genuinely repent of their evil and turn whole heartedly to the Lord their God. Ezekiel sighs for the news that is coming of the fall of the city of Jerusalem and the total destruction of the city and it’s wonderful Temple of Solomon. The hearts of the people will melt within them and they will weep and mourn for days when they hear of the destruction of their spiritual home. 

They have clung to the hopes given by the false prophets, that they will all return soon to the city and worship again in the Temple of Solomon, and this news alone will break the hold of the false prophets and make them all see their errors. Ezekiel is told to tell them directly that all this will come to pass for the Lord’s word and will is clear on the matter. 

The image of the water being sprinkled is now rounded off by the prophet. They have refused the Lord’s Word, and so have failed to drink of the water of life, and so they will experience their knees turning to water, and they will feel fear run over them like water. They have refused the sprinkled water of the prophet and so they will experience fear that grips them from the inside and works out of every part of their body.  

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. TO REFUSE TRUTH IS TO FACE THE CONSEQUENCES OF FOLLOWING LIES. It is a terrible thing to ignore truth and harbour lies, for the lies will destroy you over time and open you up to enormous grief. Let us warn the people of God of the dangers of their apostasy, for all who walk away from doctrine, walk into disaster.

2. GOD’S HEART LONGS TO FORGIVE AND RESTORE. It is not God’s reluctance to bless that leads to any disaster, it is man’s refusal to position himself in the place of blessing. The only place of blessing is the place where the Lord wants us; the place of obedience to his holy Word and will for our life.

EZEKIEL 21: 8-17

8  Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 9  Son of man, prophesy, and say, Thus saith the LORD; Say, A sword, a sword is sharpened, and also furbished: 10  It is sharpened to make a sore slaughter; it is furbished that it may glitter: should we then make mirth? it contemneth the rod of my son, as every tree. 11  And he hath given it to be furbished, that it may be handled: this sword is sharpened, and it is furbished, to give it into the hand of the slayer. 12  Cry and howl, son of man: for it shall be upon my people, it shall be upon all the princes of Israel: terrors by reason of the sword shall be upon my people: smite therefore upon thy thigh. 13  Because it is a trial, and what if the sword contemn even the rod? it shall be no more, saith the Lord GOD. 14  Thou therefore, son of man, prophesy, and smite thine hands together. and let the sword be doubled the third time, the sword of the slain: it is the sword of the great men that are slain, which entereth into their privy chambers. 15  I have set the point of the sword against all their gates, that their heart may faint, and their ruins be multiplied: ah! it is made bright, it is wrapped up for the slaughter. 16  Go thee one way or other, either on the right hand, or on the left, whithersoever thy face is set. 17  I will also smite mine hands together, and I will cause my fury to rest: I the LORD have said it.

REFLECTION

8  Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 9  Son of man, prophesy, and say, Thus saith the LORD; Say, A sword, a sword is sharpened, and also furbished: 10  It is sharpened to make a sore slaughter; it is furbished that it may glitter: should we then make mirth? it contemneth the rod of my son, as every tree.

The sword of the Lord is sharpened, ready to cut through all their excuses and slice through all their false life styles of evil. It is a thoroughly ready weapon to execute justice upon the land and it’s people for their sins. Deuteronomy 32:36-47, Psalms 7:11-13, Isaiah 66:15-17, Jeremiah 12:12, 15:1-4. The sword is both sharp and shining, so it flashes in any light that catches it; it is made to be used and seen in its use.  Notice the question of verse ten. “Should we make light of this?” 

So many, even through until today, make light of prophetic words from the Lord, and ignore the clear warnings of scripture calling them to holiness before the Lord their God.  We have, in our own day, the phrase, “Be very afraid!” This is the message of the Lord to these people, and once again Ezekiel takes his lead from the words of Jeremiah. Jeremiah 2:12-13. The “rod” is the symbol of rulership and also fertility, and here refers to the son of each family, but the sword will slice through all families and most of the young men will fall, yet the nation will survive through it’s godly remnant. 

It will appear that all the forest (people of the land) is gone forever, but enough will survive to rebuild the nation again from the godly remnant. Many families will come under the four generation curse, but that will mean the spiritually strong families alone will survive, and the nation reborn from them will be a better one all round. Exodus 20:1-5. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study of JUDGMENT:  FOUR GENERATION CURSE

11  And he hath given it to be furbished, that it may be handled: this sword is sharpened, and it is furbished, to give it into the hand of the slayer. 12  Cry and howl, son of man: for it shall be upon my people, it shall be upon all the princes of Israel: terrors by reason of the sword shall be upon my people: smite therefore upon thy thigh.

The terrible truth they now are forced to face, is that the Gentile King, Nebuchadnezzar, is God’s anointed and will serve as his servant, and that the Jewish kings after Josiah were disobedient, corrupt and doomed. Rather than humour and mockery of the men of God, the people are told to join the two prophets in their mourning for they have plenty to weep and wail about. They will all be terrified of the men with their swords. 

The invasion of the land in 605 by Nebuchadnezzar after the battle of Carchemish led to the fall of many cities by siege. The great Philistine fortress city of Ekron fell in 604. It was a strongly fortified hill top city of 6000 people, which with it’s surrounding villages could have fielded a strong army of probably 5,000 men able to defend it, but the king of Babylon sent strong and numerically superior sections his entire army against each city in turn, using his cavalry to keep the others hold up in their places and stop them reinforcing each other. Five thousand heavily armed men look impressive when they are gathered together, but they look pretty small when up against even a quarter of the Babylonian army of possibly 100,000! 

Ekron fell and the archaeological digs from 1982-1996 uncovered many interesting finds of the destroyed Philistine civilization. They did not rise again! The people of Judah had seen how Nebuchadnezzar worked, and when the Lord’s prophets said, “serve him”, they were in no doubt about the consequences of not doing so. They will truly “smite their own thighs” in frustration and fear. They escaped in 605 by quickly opening their gates, and they escaped again in 597 after the death of Jehoiakim, by opening their gates again, but there will be no third opportunity. God’s cup is being poured over the land, and all who disobey will feel his fury towards them. Jeremiah 25:15-26, 32-38.

13  Because it is a trial, and what if the sword contemn even the rod? it shall be no more, saith the Lord GOD. 14  Thou therefore, son of man, prophesy, and smite thine hands together. and let the sword be doubled the third time, the sword of the slain: it is the sword of the great men that are slain, which entereth into their privy chambers.

The sword in the hand of the Babylonians will cut through the ruling sceptre of Judah; they will not stand against the king whom the Lord has appointed to rule over this part of the earth. The “Times of the Gentiles” has begun with the appointment of Nebuchadnezzar and will continue until the Lord himself returns. No Jew from the ruling line of David will sit upon the throne in Jerusalem from the days of Jeremiah and Ezekiel, until the Lord takes up his throne on his return. 

15  I have set the point of the sword against all their gates, that their heart may faint, and their ruins be multiplied: ah! it is made bright, it is wrapped up for the slaughter. 16  Go thee one way or other, either on the right hand, or on the left, whithersoever thy face is set. 17  I will also smite mine hands together, and I will cause my fury to rest: I the LORD have said it

The sword of the Lord, in the hand of the Babylonians, will be victorious over all their fortified gates and they will seize the cities and destroy the people within them, turning the places into ruins. Instead of their fertility producing many sons and daughters to repopulate the land after their victory over the Babylonians (which the false prophets are saying will occur), the only “fertility” will be in death and destruction; the number of ruined cities and villages will grow alarmingly. 

They can run any way they choose, but they will not escape the Babylonians, for the Lord has given them over to judgment and that will be executed totally until all are found and judged. Even those who flee to other nations will be found there, identified and executed, or be tied as captives, with their hands together, and they will be marched to captivity by their enemies. It is not the Babylonians who do this, but the Lord who does this through agency of these people, because his people have ceased being his spiritual agents upon the earth. They are placed under the “Sin Unto Death”. Refer to the BTB study SIN:  SIN UNTO DEATH.  

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD’S PLAN FOR HISTORY IS BEING PLAYED OUT, NOT MAN’S. We rise or fall as people, or as nations, depending upon our obedience to the plan and purpose of God.

2. WE AWAIT THE LORD’S RETURN. The truth of the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is the centre-piece of biblical prophecy.

3. IF WE DO NOT HAVE HEALTHY “FEAR OF THE Lord” we will have reason to fear all things. These people have rejected truth and so will find themselves being dominated by fear of their enemies. Our fears of our “fate” are overcome by certainty with our spiritual “destiny”. Refer to the BTB study CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DESTINY OF BELIEVERS 

EZEKIEL 21:18 -32

18  The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying,  19  Also, thou son of man, appoint thee two ways, that the sword of the king of Babylon may come: both twain shall come forth out of one land: and choose thou a place, choose it at the head of the way to the city. 20  Appoint a way, that the sword may come to Rabbath of the Ammonites, and to Judah in Jerusalem the defenced. 21  For the king of Babylon stood at the parting of the way, at the head of the two ways, to use divination: he made his arrows bright, he consulted with images, he looked in the liver. 22  At his right hand was the divination for Jerusalem, to appoint captains, to open the mouth in the slaughter, to lift up the voice with shouting, to appoint battering rams against the gates, to cast a mount, and to build a fort. 23  And it shall be unto them as a false divination in their sight, to them that have sworn oaths: but he will call to remembrance the iniquity, that they may be taken. 24  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have made your iniquity to be remembered, in that your transgressions are discovered, so that in all your doings your sins do appear; because, I say, that ye are come to remembrance, ye shall be taken with the hand. 25  And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day is come, when iniquity shall have an end, 26  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Remove the diadem, and take off the crown: this shall not be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high. :27  I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more, until he come whose right it is; and I will give it him. :28  And thou, son of man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning the Ammonites, and concerning their reproach; even say thou, The sword, the sword is drawn: for the slaughter it is furbished, to consume because of the glittering: 29  Whiles they see vanity unto thee, whiles they divine a lie unto thee, to bring thee upon the necks of them that are slain, of the wicked, whose day is come, when their iniquity shall have an end. 30  Shall I cause it to return into his sheath? I will judge thee in the place where thou wast created, in the land of thy nativity. 31  And I will pour out mine indignation upon thee, I will blow against thee in the fire of my wrath, and deliver thee into the hand of brutish men, and skilful to destroy. 32  Thou shalt be for fuel to the fire; thy blood shall be in the midst of the land; thou shalt be no more remembered: for I the LORD have spoken it.

REFLECTION

18  The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying,  19  Also, thou son of man, appoint thee two ways, that the sword of the king of Babylon may come: both twain shall come forth out of one land: and choose thou a place, choose it at the head of the way to the city.

Ezekiel now sees a vision of the king of Babylon, making his decision as to which way he is going to attack the lands that will rebel against him. Will he go the way that leads directly to the city of Jerusalem, or will he travel the road that leads to the Ammonites? The king will make his own plans, but they will be in accordance with the will, plan and purposes of God. 

We are face to face with one of the biggest philosophical and theological debates down the centuries; the issue of the free will of man, verses the sovereign will of God. The Bible, from beginning to end, teaches the two truths, but mankind, trapped within space and time, has great difficulty comprehending this. We cannot even have a thought that is not limited by space and time. This makes it difficult for us to comprehend that God’s plan incorporates within it all the free choices of all men and women. We cannot get our heads around this, and many simply reject such a notion. 

We need to remember that we cannot get our heads around how the universe itself works and hangs together, or how life emerges from non-life. These mysteries are just as profound and amazing as the issue of free will and also the certainty of the triumph of God’s plan. 

The Bible clearly teaches that Mankind are all free agents, and each man and woman is held personally responsible for their free choices. It also teaches that any people who die unfree agents, by cause of age of mental debility, are immediately in the presence of God. 2 Samuel 12:15-23, Matthew 18:2-6, 10. It also teaches that God’s Plan will work out, and that God sees the beginning from the end of time and space, and already has his plans for eternity future, as he had his existence in eternity past. 

We are all free to choose, but God fore-knows our choices and they are all pre-woven into a plan that God is in charge of. Free will and responsibility go together, and what the Bible does not teach is a pre-destination that is separate from free will. No-one is predestined to Hell by God without their free will operating in that direction. We are limited in full understanding of all this, and we need to operate upon what the Bible clearly teaches, accept this, and move on with the plan! 

It is pride and arrogance that gets individuals into trouble in these matters. None of us understands all this fully, this side of eternity, for we are all creatures of space and time, but we can comprehend enough to advance in the plan with the one who holds it all together in the holiness, power, purity and wonder of his character.  Refer to the BTB studies below on GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS -  FREE WILL, and GOD - DIVINE GUIDANCE – THE WILL OF GOD, and also GOD – ELECTION AND PREDESTINATION.

20  Appoint a way, that the sword may come to Rabbath of the Ammonites, and to Judah in Jerusalem the defenced. 21  For the king of Babylon stood at the parting of the way, at the head of the two ways, to use divination: he made his arrows bright, he consulted with images, he looked in the liver.

Nebuchadnezzar has done his divination and made his plans but they are all in the plan of God and he has been in effect “led” to freely do what he intends in his heart, but also what is in accordance with the plan of God. The various means of divination are used by the king of Babylon. He has known Daniel, but still uses his pagan means, at this point anyway, to determine the way ahead, by casting arrows into the air and seeing which way they land, and by having his priests examine the livers of sacrificed animals to determine the “omens’. All this is pagan nonsense but it means that the Lord can ensure that he is led in the way that suits the plan. Here we see the man determined himself to do what the omens say, yet being guided by the God who is far bigger than the systems of the pagan priests that he uses. 

Men may think they are following their gods, and be determined to do so, yet the Lord God of all can ensure their choices reflect both their free will and the outcome of his plan. It is a foolish thing to go against the living God, for no man has the power or knowledge to out think God. This is the same today with people who reject the God of the Bible, but follow spiritualist systems and talk with spirits, (read – demons) through their religious practises. They can be fooled by the demons, but as the demons can operate only under the permissive will of God, Job 1:6-12, they are unable to do anything outside the plan and purposes of God, even though they are in rebellion against him. Refer to the BTB study, ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT, and also DEMONS. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s choice will be towards Jerusalem, for the Lord has determined their judgment and Nebuchadnezzar is his instrument. The plan calls for judgment, but within it those who repent will be saved from their enemy’s hands, for the Lord’s hand is upon every detail of the process. Refer to the BTB studies on GOD – FAITHFULNESS, FOREKNOWLEDGE, and also GOD CARES FOR YOU. 

22  At his right hand was the divination for Jerusalem, to appoint captains, to open the mouth in the slaughter, to lift up the voice with shouting, to appoint battering rams against the gates, to cast a mount, and to build a fort. 23  And it shall be unto them as a false divination in their sight, to them that have sworn oaths: but he will call to remembrance the iniquity, that they may be taken.

Having conducted his divination, he has indeed discovered the divine will, and he makes his plans quickly as to which of his generals are assigned to which tasks in the process of seizing the city. Some leaders of the army are involved in psychological warfare; they are in charge of “shouting”. 

The ancient forces understood the importance of diversion, deception, distraction and defiance for the attacker. They would have lesser units of the army make extremely loud noises, as if battle was about to be launched from their direction, to ensure that the enemy were unable to marshal all their forces and sally out of the gates, for in the early stages of a siege the attacker may be vulnerable to a sudden attack in force from the enemy within the gates. While one or more groups made distracting noises, another attacked the gates with their battering rams, in the hope they could force an opening and the army pour in quickly and end the battle in a day, but the more likely the outcome was a long siege and so psychological warfare undermined the defenders. 

The initial attacks on the gates had other objectives. The first was that they would ascertain the fire power the enemy had inside the walls, and the second is they tied the best of the enemy army up defending the gates, and so made it less likely they would sally forth in force. The third element of the attacker’s army would immediately begin a siege wall around the city to stop the people within escaping, and they would also build forts for their own army to sleep soundly within, also a precaution against a night sally by the defenders. The plans of Nebuchadnezzar are well laid and indicate a careful and thorough commander.

What is the Judean’s response to all this within the walls? They will see the enemy as operating under a false religious system and will trust their own renewed oaths to the Lord, and the past oaths of the Lord to the Jewish people. These people were, as we have seen, regular attendees at Sabbath services in the Temple. It was not for lack of religion that the people would be slain, it was for lack of holiness and over abundance of hypocrisy! 

The people within Jerusalem will renew their oaths to the Lord, but they will fail to renew their lives! They do not repent of their evil, and so continue their immorality, they continue their idolatry, and they continue their compromised lives, with a super spiritual act in the Temple. They quote the scriptural promises regarding Jerusalem, made to their godly ancestors, but they do not see that their spiritual darkness has separated them from receiving such promises themselves. 

Refer to the BTB study on RELIGION, and also REMNANT. The people who opt for religion without spiritual reality, continue to follow Satan’s strategy, and so will suffer his final fate, but those who follow God, turn in repentance to the one they see they have wronged, and through heart and life change they are delivered, though through fire! 1 Corinthians 3:15, 1 Peter 1:7, Jude 23. 

The truly repentant become the remnant. From the last siege of Jerusalem Jeremiah gives the final survivors figure as 745 people heading into captivity. Jeremiah 52:28-30. His figures here are for Jerusalem only. Compare 2 Kings 24:15-16, where for the whole land the nobility, army leaders, and artisans that went into captivity in the second captivity group, in 597, were numbered at 8000. The total group, from all the forty plus fortified cities of this time can only be guessed at, as can the numbers of “poor people” left to tend vines and olive trees. The carnage is terrible, but the prophets have made it clear that it was also avoidable. All the people had to do was confront the truth about their sinful lives and they would be saved. This remains the truth today! Refer to the BTB studies on SALVATION, and then SALVATION – SIN – MAN’S NEED FOR SALVATION. 

24  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have made your iniquity to be remembered, in that your transgressions are discovered, so that in all your doings your sins do appear; because, I say, that ye are come to remembrance, ye shall be taken with the hand. 25  And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day is come, when iniquity shall have an end,

There are a great many of the most important theological themes of scripture in this passage, for it illustrates the problem of mankind in all ages; the problem of sin and evil. The people have thought that God does not mind their sins, and that he overlooks their false and evil religious practises. There is to be no compromise with any thing from Satan’s side of history for his side and all who take it are doomed to the Lake of Fire.   Revelation 20:12-15. 

These people had ensured by their arrogant holding to their evil behaviours that their iniquities would be remembered, rather then wiped away. They rejected God’s forgiveness, for they didn’t see their problem, or God’s with them! They are determined to keep on following their plans and so they will all perish in them, and special attention is directed to the prince of the land, King Zedekiah, who was called upon to stand for truth before the Lord and keep his oath to Nebuchadnezzar, who had made his king over Judah, but his iniquity is great and his arrogance leads him to death.   

26  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Remove the diadem, and take off the crown: this shall not be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high. 27  I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more, until he come whose right it is; and I will give it him.

The people who have been “lifted up” to rulership will be cast down and the poorest people who repent will be “lifted up” and will live and go on to produce the children who will repopulate the land. God will overturn all the social, family based, and wealth based systems of rulership in the land. These people believe they are entitled to rule, but they will become a family of shepherds and carpenters again. David was taken from the sheep fold to be king, but his descendents have coasted down hill on their godly ancestry, and so the Lord will over turn their fortunes, and they will return to the sheep fold. 2 Samuel 7:8-29, 1 Chronicles 17:7-12, Psalms 78:70. 

God lifted David up and he is the one who lowers his evil descendents back to humble status. Their expectations are all overturned, and their social status reversed, and this will continue as their status quo until the one comes whose right it is to take the Davidic throne again. 

The Father will give the throne back to the line of David through the Messiah, who will rule from Jerusalem yet, and we may physically live to see it, or if not, we will, in Christ, return with him to see it. Ezekiel moves from Zedekiah’s doomed throne to David’s greater son’s eternal throne. Matthew 22:41-45, Acts 2:25-36. Refer to the BTB, CHRIST – RETURN OF OUR LORD, and also, CHURCH – SECOND ADVENT.  

It is the Lord who lifts us up to place us, and empower us, to do whatever the will of the Father is for us. We place ourselves in his hands and we are safe, empowered, protected, and stabilized in him. 1 Peter 5:6-7. He has a plan and we are to rest in the timing of the Lord relating to that plan, not any hare-brained schemes of our own. It is the Lord alone who shakes the heavens and the earth, not any other power, and it is he who will ruler forever from David’s throne. Haggai 2:21-22, Hebrews 12:25-29. 

Refer to the BTB for the studies on CHRIST – EMMANUEL, and, DEITY OF CHRIST, and, FIRST AND SECOND ADVENTS, and, HYPOSTATIC UNION, and, KENOSIS, and NAMES OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, and PROPHETIC PSALMS ABOUT THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, and SHEPHERD. Ezekiel is, as we see in these verses very close to the heart of the plan of God for man, and sees the Messiah’s role in it.

28  And thou, son of man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning the Ammonites, and concerning their reproach; even say thou, The sword, the sword is drawn: for the slaughter it is furbished, to consume because of the glittering: 29  Whiles they see vanity unto thee, whiles they divine a lie unto thee, to bring thee upon the necks of them that are slain, of the wicked, whose day is come, when their iniquity shall have an end.

The Judeans are now fully reminded of their fate and their destiny; and even though the immediate fate is terrible, their eternal destiny under David’s true descendent, is secure and mighty. They have a future, but the Ammonites, their traditional enemy, do not have a future. They will be restored as a people after the Babylonians attacks, but will be ended as a people, and will live on only as they are absorbed by the Arabs that will overwhelm their lands. Jeremiah 49:1-6, Ezekiel 25:1-7, Amos 1:13-15, Zephaniah 2:8-10. 

These people mock Judah at this time and all nod their heads and say, “God is judging them”, but the day will come when they will know surely that God has judged their nation also! They have been wicked and have mocked Judah for it’s wickedness, but in the end, all will see that God judges all of them by the same standard. Psalms 4:4, Proverbs 17:3, 1 Corinthians 11:28, 2 Corinthians 13:5.

30  Shall I cause it to return into his sheath? I will judge thee in the place where thou wast created, in the land of thy nativity. 31  And I will pour out mine indignation upon thee, I will blow against thee in the fire of my wrath, and deliver thee into the hand of brutish men, and skilful to destroy. 32  Thou shalt be for fuel to the fire; thy blood shall be in the midst of the land; thou shalt be no more remembered: for I the LORD have spoken it.

They will all be judged where they live, for that is where they were placed by the creator to serve him, but they have all served their own lusts and so will die in them. They will fall before a brutal enemy who will delight in their slaughter, and they will all know the end of their nations in great bitterness. Five years after the fall of Jerusalem the Babylonian Army entered the land of Ammon and Moab and Edom and destroyed them each. The Ammonites are remembered today only in the name of the capital of the modern Arab state of Jordan, Amman. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. OUR SECURITY RESTS IN THE PLAN OF GOD ALONE. To step outside the plan of God is to walk into danger at every turn. We are made by God to serve him and we find our greatest joy and eternal reward by finding the things to do for the Lord in accordance with his will. In his plan alone can we relax and serve him with certainty of the outcome.

2. WE ARE ALL FREE TO SELECT OUR PATHS. Our freedom is over once we select a path, for each path in life has it’s own outcomes and consequences, which we cannot change. Only God can turn cursing to blessing after wrongful choices are made. We are to urge the Lord’s people to make right choices and we are to urge all who have wandered away from his path to repent and return to the way of life.

3. RELIGION WITHOUT SPIRITUAL REALITY IS SATAN’S DECEPTION. Religion has no power to turn history around, or change the destiny of people, for it leads to hypocrisy and then judgment. Only genuine relationship with the Lord God, our creator and Saviour, can turn around our lives and produce the blessings we were re-made and re-born in Christ for.
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CHAPTER 22

EZEKIEL 22:1-12

22:1  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Now, thou son of man, wilt thou judge, wilt thou judge the bloody city? yea, thou shalt shew her all her abominations. 3  Then say thou, Thus saith the Lord GOD, The city sheddeth blood in the midst of it, that her time may come, and maketh idols against herself to defile herself. 4  Thou art become guilty in thy blood that thou hast shed; and hast defiled thyself in thine idols which thou hast made; and thou hast caused thy days to draw near, and art come even unto thy years: therefore have I made thee a reproach unto the heathen, and a mocking to all countries. 5  Those that be near, and those that be far from thee, shall mock thee, which art infamous and much vexed. 6  Behold, the princes of Israel, every one were in thee to their power to shed blood. 7  In thee have they set light by father and mother: in the midst of thee have they dealt by oppression with the stranger: in thee have they vexed the fatherless and the widow. 8  Thou hast despised mine holy things, and hast profaned my sabbaths. 9  In thee are men that carry tales to shed blood: and in thee they eat upon the mountains: in the midst of thee they commit lewdness. 10  In thee have they discovered their fathers' nakedness: in thee have they humbled her that was set apart for pollution. 11  And one hath committed abomination with his neighbour's wife; and another hath lewdly defiled his daughter in law; and another in thee hath humbled his sister, his father's daughter. 12  In thee have they taken gifts to shed blood; thou hast taken usury and increase, and thou hast greedily gained of thy neighbours by extortion, and hast forgotten me, saith the Lord GOD.

REFLECTION

1  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Now, thou son of man, wilt thou judge, wilt thou judge the bloody city? yea, thou shalt shew her all her abominations.

The blood guiltiness of the city of Jerusalem is now addressed. The nation is condemned for real and awful crimes against their fellow Jews. They have shed innocent blood to maintain their power and treated others as chattels for their use. In Jeremiah we even see that the besieged people set their Jewish slaves free at one point and then enslaved them back again, when they got sick of doing the menial tasks in their houses! Jeremiah 34:8-16. They have failed to realise that they are all to die for their sins, even in the siege they are pre-occupied with their self centeredness. Their behaviour is an abomination to the Lord their God. 

3  Then say thou, Thus saith the Lord GOD, The city sheddeth blood in the midst of it, that her time may come, and maketh idols against herself to defile herself. 4  Thou art become guilty in thy blood that thou hast shed; and hast defiled thyself in thine idols which thou hast made; and thou hast caused thy days to draw near, and art come even unto thy years: therefore have I made thee a reproach unto the heathen, and a mocking to all countries.

They have shed blood in the midst of the city that was called after the Lord’s own name, close by the Temple, dedicated to the Lord’s glory. They had treated the provisions of the Mosaic Law as if they were optional to them, when the Lord’s commands were solemn obligations. They committed murders and also practised idolatry in the very places where such things had been condemned and turned the city into a place of evil rather than a beacon of light. Their actions have brought them to the place of judgment; steadily over the years they have drawn closer and closer to judgment and now their days are come. 

The result is that they are a reproach to the nations around about, who mock them and their God. This will not be allowed to continue; God is going to act now, and act decisively. Jeremiah 18:16, 24:9-10, 44:8. The passage in Jeremiah 24:4-7 reminds us however, that even though judgment is determined upon the city and the people, those who repent, even at this last stage will be saved. Jeremiah 15:1-4.

5  Those that be near, and those that be far from thee, shall mock thee, which art infamous and much vexed. 6  Behold, the princes of Israel, every one were in thee to their power to shed blood.

The nations that feared the Israelites under their great past kings, now openly mocked them. While a godly people are strong pagans tend to respect them, even if they hate their morality, for they feel convicted by it. Pagans often admire believers, even when hating them, but they have no time for believers who act like pagans. Hypocrisy is universally hated by all. 

The princes of this day had no higher law to rule them than God’s Law, for no man could stop them taking whatever they wanted. This was David’s great sin with Bathsheba, for he could take any woman and murder any man, and even he did so. Note Nathan the prophet’s words to David from the Lord.   2 Samuel 12:1-23, Psalms 51:1ff. These young princes had power, but it was not to be used unjustly, yet it was being abused on every street corner. The city was hopelessly divided by these evils, and yet they thought they could stand against the Babylonians! 

7  In thee have they set light by father and mother: in the midst of thee have they dealt by oppression with the stranger: in thee have they vexed the fatherless and the widow. 8  Thou hast despised mine holy things, and hast profaned my Sabbaths.

They had abused their own parents and ignored the counsel of their elders. Respect for age and experience was gone. Life was cheap and these men acted as if they were a law unto themselves, but they were not, for the Lord holds all of us responsible for our actions.  They had abused the vulnerable, rather than protect them before the Lord as Moses had directed. They had defiled the city with their sexual and other sins, and they had broken the Sabbaths and perverted their religious observance of truth into hypocrisy and deceit, for they left the temple and went and served idols. God will hold them responsible for it all. Exodus 22:21-25, Leviticus 19:30-34, Deuteronomy 27:15-26. 

9  In thee are men that carry tales to shed blood: and in thee they eat upon the mountains: in the midst of thee they commit lewdness. 10  In thee have they discovered their fathers' nakedness: in thee have they humbled her that was set apart for pollution.
The city had become a hiding place for evil men who made their money by selling others to slavery or for death; it reads here like a Mafia story, for that is how the city had become. Evil ruled and evil was rewarded. They were nearly all taking part in the worship and feasting on the high places and they were nearly all into the sexual immorality of these places. Few stood against the evil of this city. We have an estimate of how many; as we have seen above, it is the survivors from it, 745 people out of a total population of possibly 50,000 of the city and the surrounding areas that would flee to the city in times of trouble and threat. 

They abused their own parents, with fathers getting drunk and fornicating with whores with their own sons present to see their naked bodies. This was an abomination before the Lord, as was the sexual rape of women and the forcing of sexual contact upon women with their periods. Women were to be protected and they were being abused here.  At this most dangerous time spiritually and militarily the people were throwing themselves into evil yet expecting God to help!
11  And one hath committed abomination with his neighbour's wife; and another hath lewdly defiled his daughter in law; and another in thee hath humbled his sister, his father's daughter. 12  In thee have they taken gifts to shed blood; thou hast taken usury and increase, and thou hast greedily gained of thy neighbours by extortion, and hast forgotten me, saith the Lord GOD.

They had sexually carried on with their neighbour’s wives and thereby broken down the social fabric of their society. They had created such disorder in morality, and yet they stupidly thought that they could still fight a war against a common enemy and bind together people who had betrayed each other! They had broken all the sexual taboos, including incest. They had received money to kill the innocent, and had taken money dishonestly in business by threat and lying practises. They had forgotten that they would be required to give account to the Lord their God. 

Many quote David’s great sin and say, “David got away with that and was still God’s friend, so why can’t I get away with a little indiscretion here and there?” Read carefully the passage above in 2 Samuel 11-12, and the following chapters, and you will see that he paid terribly for his great sin, in a way that would be awful for him, his family and his nation. David’s life experience backs my clinical experience with people who think that they get away with fornication. The price is far higher over years into the future than most realise, or were ready to pay.  The wages of sin remains death.
PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. NO-ONE GETS AWAY FREE FROM SIN. Sin is forgiven when confessed, and the penalty removed, but the consequences of the evil it has let lose may have to be lived with for the rest of a person’s life. As the Lord’s pastors we are called to preach this truth with power and warn all we can of the terrible price that sin exacts, even if confessed later. 

2. WE ARE OUR BROTHER’S KEEPERS. We are responsible for the care of the less fortunate and are expected to do what we can to assist all we can from amongst those who need help. If we can assist others in Jesus name, then we are to do so. This begins in the church itself. To claim we love God and ignore his people in need is to play the hypocrite.

EZEKIEL 22:13-22

13  Behold, therefore I have smitten mine hand at thy dishonest gain which thou hast made, and at thy blood which hath been in the midst of thee. 14  Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands be strong, in the days that I shall deal with thee? I the LORD have spoken it, and will do it. 15  And I will scatter thee among the heathen, and disperse thee in the countries, and will consume thy filthiness out of thee. 16  And thou shalt take thine inheritance in thyself in the sight of the heathen, and thou shalt know that I am the LORD. 17  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 18  Son of man, the house of Israel is to me become dross: all they are brass, and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midst of the furnace; they are even the dross of silver. 19  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye are all become dross, behold, therefore I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. 20  As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it; so will I gather you in mine anger and in my fury, and I will leave you there, and melt you. 21  Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye shall be melted in the midst therof. 22  As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be melted in the midst thereof; and ye shall know that I the LORD have poured out my fury upon you.

REFLECTION

13  Behold, therefore I have smitten mine hand at thy dishonest gain which thou hast made, and at thy blood which hath been in the midst of thee. 14  Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands be strong, in the days that I shall deal with thee? I the LORD have spoken it, and will do it.

God has brought his hands together in a gesture common in the ancient world to show ultimate displeasure at a person’s actions. What are the two things that the Lord hates and that bring his great displeasure? Their fraud and other forms of dishonest gain financially from others is the first. Corporate traders need to take note of this carefully, for the Lord hates the sort of corporate fraudsters that have high jacked business in the latter years of the twentieth and early years of the twenty first centuries. When company balance sheets resemble the fiction section of the library we need to be very concerned for business ethics. God hates unethical dealings in business. 

The second thing is all murderous actions that lead to the unjust death of others. Execution of wrong doers is allowed, even ordered as the sole means of ridding society of evil men and women, but to wrongfully take a life is a great evil and it’s repercussions ripple down the years for the murderer and their descendents in the hatred of the victims people for them. Many blood feuds have robbed nations of thousands of people down centuries. Split blood is a thing to avoid unless it is required for order and safety of the society.

The Lord directly asks these people if they are really ready for the “wages of their sins”, as they are full of arrogance, believing they can handle anything. They are not ready for what is coming at all. The full horror of the judgment that will fall is terrible. Will their hands be strong to handle this, or their hearts not break as they confront it? 

The answer to both questions is “no”.  As a result of their evil choices their hearts will break and their hands will be weak. They will not be able to resist the enemy, and even before they face them, they will not be able to resist the impact and assaults of hunger, thirst, and plague. The Lord will do it, and they must be ready to face their God now, for they have rejected his words for years.

15  And I will scatter thee among the heathen, and disperse thee in the countries, and will consume thy filthiness out of thee. 16  And thou shalt take thine inheritance in thyself in the sight of the heathen, and thou shalt know that I am the LORD.

As Moses had prophesied, they will be a scattered nation, dispersed until they confront the truth and the evil is purged from them as a people. Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 4:27, 28:25, 64. Nehemiah, many years after these events reflects back upon the words of Moses and the prophets after him. Nehemiah 1:8. There was no excuse for these people, for they had heard all these things many times down the centuries. The falsehood that they have loved will be burned out of them in the fires of affliction, and they will receive the “inheritance of all who earn the wages of sin. They will receive the consequences of their actions in full.

17  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 18  Son of man, the house of Israel is to me become dross: all they are brass, and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midst of the furnace; they are even the dross of silver.

They have become tarnished silver and rotten, rusted and decayed iron. Ezekiel goes through all the metals used by the ancients and identifies that the people have become so corroded that they are useless for any real value as the metal they were designed to be. The rusted knife cannot cut cleanly, and finally its very strength is compromised. Silver that has become corroded by contact with earth or other metals often also does not even clean up well. Depending on the soils and contacts with other metals nearly all metals will be destroyed over time by incorrect storage and corrosion from other metals. 

I recall the navy trying to safeguard it’s collection of ceremonial swords, and so they brought them into a central store for “safe keeping”. A sword is meant to be cleaned, polished, and kept warm and dry, but these swords were mostly left on shelves in a cold and damp warehouse. When they were unpacked for a special ceremonial they were mostly found to be so thoroughly corroded that they had to be written off and new ones bought at several thousand dollars each! 

Metals in the ancient world that had started to corrode were simply put together in the furnace and smelted again. All the corrosion then is burnt off and the pure metal that is left (the remnant) is reformed into a new object for use again. This is exactly the picture here. The weight of metal in such a process goes down significantly, for all the corroded metal is useless and is burnt away, but what is left is purified by the fire and emerges pure again, fit for any use. So it will be in the Babylonian captivity; the few survivors will be useful again to God, but only by going through the fire.

19  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye are all become dross, behold, therefore I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. 20  As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it; so will I gather you in mine anger and in my fury, and I will leave you there, and melt you.

The city of Jerusalem will become a crucible in the furnace of God’s wrath. They will all be put into it and the heat turned up on them. It is a powerful image, and all the people, like all the metals will be paced into the crucible and then the heat will be turned up to maximum. Just as all metals have a different melting point, so do people, and just as each type of metal can be poured off separately, just so the people will be sorted out by the furnace of affliction they are about to go through. The base people will be burned off first and then steadily through until the people who are saved and obedient, the poor remnant will be left, and will march to Babylon to be part of the rebirth in holiness of the nation. God may put all people into the same furnace, but their natures are shown by the fire, not made by the fire. When suffering comes it comes to all differently and discloses the true nature of each. Refer to the BTB study on CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING.

21  Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye shall be melted in the midst therof. 22  As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be melted in the midst thereof; and ye shall know that I the LORD have poured out my fury upon you.

To work the ancient smelters there were men whose job was to work great bellows and blow air into the fire to increase it’s heat, and God tells these people that he is the bellows operator, and if they don’t like the heat, then they can blame him for it, for he controls it! This is the biblical message to all of us under pressure; God controls the heat, Hallelujah! 

As I revise these words in 2014 I am still feeling the heat of great pressures, pressures that began over nine years ago, and have continued through all my writing work, as I laboured through Isaiah, Jeremiah and now Ezekiel. I do not expect them to be over until I have finished this book or at least until I have faced as much time frame of overload pressure as the people who went through the great sieges of Jerusalem. God does not like, as we have seen above, hypocrisy! 

For me to powerfully write these words as study guides for the Lord’s pastors on these great prophets, I must be applying the same lessons that I am encouraging you on as you read these words, so to ensure I am “kept honest” before the Lord, he has let me suffer my way through this time. I rejoice in the power of the Lord in the midst of the things I have faced and rejoice in the work he has set me, knowing that God is in charge of the bellows, and that no heat will burn me to a crisp, even though it has felt that I could not keep going many times.   He is able to make me stand for as long as he needs me to stand firm and serve in this place. Amen. 
The same Holy Spirit who empowered the prophets is with us today to empower, protect, teach and encourage us. Let us draw upon the Spirit and lean upon the Lord in prayer and feed upon his Holy Word in joy, that we might advance through our testing situations to his glory with rejoicing.  Let us preach these things in power to the Lord’s people, and let us ready ourselves for testing situations, for if we are the called preachers of the Lord’s truth he requires us first to apply it into our lives! Let us teach the Lord’s truth with confidence and in his power. 1 Corinthians 10:11-13.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. DON’T COMPLAIN  WHEN YOU RECEIVE YOUR PRE-ANNOUNCED WAGES. If the wages of sin is death, then you have no complaint when the wages are delivered to you and you experience the death of joy and peace! We are called to proclaim the truth to the Lord’s people about the consequences for their sinful actions. Let us draw on the lessons from the life of David and many, many others and warn the Lord’s people of any casual attitudes towards sin and evil.

2. GOD PURIFIES HIS PEOPLE FOR GREATER USE. The longer we stay upon the path of evil the more rubbish we accumulate in our lives and the more rubbish that therefore needs to be burned off. God purifies his servants and the worse we get with sin the more that needs to be burned away. If we have fallen into troubled times and the reason is sin, the sooner we face facts, repent, and move back to the right path the sooner the troubles will pass. 

If we have not sinned and we are up against pressure, then we are to consider the pressures as purifying fire to make us stronger and more focused on the tasks we have. Either way all testing is opportunity for us to draw closer to the Lord and lean on his strength and sort out our priorities and goals. Let us teach the Lord’s people to welcome adversity as opportunity, seeing in each and every problem, God’s opportunity to demonstrate his power, plan and purpose for our life.

EZEKIEL 22:23-31

23  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 24  Son of man, say unto her, Thou art the land that is not cleansed, nor rained upon in the day of indignation. 25  There is a conspiracy of her prophets in the midst thereof, like a roaring lion ravening the prey; they have devoured souls; they have taken the treasure and precious things; they have made her many widows in the midst thereof. 26  Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane, neither have they shewed difference between the unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them. 27  Her princes in the midst thereof are like wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood, and to destroy souls, to get dishonest gain. 28  And her prophets have daubed them with untempered morter, seeing vanity, and divining lies unto them, saying, Thus saith the Lord GOD, when the LORD hath not spoken. 29  The people of the land have used oppression, and exercised robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have oppressed the stranger wrongfully. 30  And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none. 31  Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them; I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord GOD.

REFLECTION

23  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 24  Son of man, say unto her, Thou art the land that is not cleansed, nor rained upon in the day of indignation. 25  There is a conspiracy of her prophets in the midst thereof, like a roaring lion ravening the prey; they have devoured souls; they have taken the treasure and precious things; they have made her many widows in the midst thereof.

They must face the blunt and unpalatable truth that they are a blighted land because of their sins and evil decisions to walk away from the Lord their God. They have made their own misery, and must begin the task of turning that around by repentance from the path of evil. They have to recognize they are dirty before they will seek a washing from their evil. James 1:22-27. Recognition is the start of the path to healing. The must see that they receive no rain because of their sins and that they need to Lord’s blessing or they will perish. Until they face the full awfulness of their state they will not be able to be cleansed of their sins. 1 John 1:5-10. 

The terrible thing about Judah is that their prophets, the very men and women who were supposed to tell the truth, had conspired to lie together and speak only what suited them to make money from.  They had taken money and made money from the Lord’s work, but their avarice showed that it was not the “Lord’s work” that they did, but the enemy’s work, for the widows went hungry and if the poor suffer, the Lord is not there! Jeremiah 2:29-34, 44:16-19, Matthew 23:13-15.

26  Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane, neither have they shewed difference between the unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them. 27  Her princes in the midst thereof are like wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood, and to destroy souls, to get dishonest gain.

The priests also, the very people tasked with proclaiming the Law of Moses and standing for holiness and truth, had turned from the right way and followed after evil them selves. They had taken the holy things of God and made them base and destructive to all by the way they handled the holy things they ministered in. They were meant to be examples of what was pure and holy, and show up the profane and the unclean by their behaviours, but instead they became examples of evil rather than standards for good. 

Just as it would be six hundred year later when the Lord came, the Temple had become a den of thieves, and so was fit only for destruction. Matthew 21:13. The princes, who were meant to be protectors of the weak, had become predators of the vulnerable for financial gain. They murdered, stole, and enslaved. Corruption had polluted the State to the extent that righteousness and justice were strangers in the land. At such a point, when the people reject repentance, there is only destruction as an option.

2 Chronicles 36:14-17
“14 Moreover all the chief of the priests, and the people, transgressed very much after all the abominations of the heathen; and polluted the house of the LORD which he had hallowed in Jerusalem.

15 And the LORD God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place:

16 But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against his people, till there was no remedy.

17 Therefore he brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, who slew their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon young man or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age: he gave them all into his hand.”
28  And her prophets have daubed them with untempered morter, seeing vanity, and divining lies unto them, saying, Thus saith the Lord GOD, when the LORD hath not spoken. 29  The people of the land have used oppression, and exercised robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have oppressed the stranger wrongfully.

They had adopted the “white wash” technique for holiness, covering over evil with a white covering. They covered over evil rather than dealing with it and so deceived all people as to their motives and desires, and took advantage of any they could for personal gain. Matthew 23:25-33. They pretended to give the words of the Lord, but it was all lies, invented from their own minds. They ran Mafia type operations and extorted money and fraudulently stole monies when ever they could. Corruption had become the norm and the Lord judges such people and nations. 

We need to look and take note of this, for our nations do not measure up well in these matters, for we admire the “winner” and do not ask enough questions about how he won. Western nations that have celebrated success without examining the morality of their business need to stand in fear of these verses, for God’s verdict upon them and their followers is terrible and final; he hates this sort of behaviour. 

The great evil of the modern “prosperity gospel” has created the same evils as were in Judah in our lands, where millionaires are feted as if God has blessed them, whereas their so called “blessing” may have come from satanic business practises rather than godly and ethical ones. The ENRON trials in the USA opened up to public view a philosophy, culture, and framework of business that was without morality and ethics towards investors, and celebrated false accounts, financial projections made without any credible evidence or substance behind them, and where lavish life styles awaited all who played the immoral game. 

Then it produced defence lawyers who celebrated their ability to get guilty men off criminal charges! One was so “good” that he was celebrated for getting the wealthy cross dressing killer of his neighbour off criminal charges, even though he admitted killing and dismembering the victim! Where is justice and righteousness in such a nation? When the legal system loses sight of righteousness and justice, and where the victims of crime are left bereft of support or justice. In such a place God will surely judge. 

America needs to stand humbly before the Lord in this matter presently, for it’s systems of Law have become vehicles of abuse and injustice and when a people cannot seek justice before the courts they will turn to other means. Where crime is celebrated and the wealthy buy their form of justice, there are the same political conditions present that were present in Judah in the 590s and 580s BC, and also again in the 60s AD. Both these times led to the total destruction of the nation. 

America stands apparently strong and secure today, but they are not mentioned specifically in scripture anywhere. They have coasted down hill, like Judah, on a godly inheritance, and four generations of negative volition to God is all the Lord allows before he destroys a people. Repentance alone will save America from destruction and disintegration, and with it, the economy of the entire world.

30  And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none. 31  Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them; I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord GOD.

God is still looking for his servants to stand in the gap. God seeks those of his leaders in the church to stand up for righteousness and justice and firmly warn his people of the need to repent and turn the nation towards the truth again. It is not financial reform, social action, nor any other political platform that will turn a nation around, for each of these things will be “worked around” by evil men. The evil people of all ages have had their accountants and lawyers working full time to find their ways around every law of God and man; this is the reason why no political reform movements ever work for long unless they come from spiritual life change in the nation. 

The most significant example of really lasting social change occurred in the early nineteenth century, and flowed from the Great Revival of 1740-1790s. This is the pattern through history, for without spiritual change, political change is fleeting. This is why Josiah’s reforms did not outlast his death at Megiddo. He was a reformer, but his own family still practised paganism in the very palace itself. 2 Kings 23:29-37. The people had enjoyed the great emotional experience of the Passover celebration he organized and the reading of the Law again, but there was not the national repentance and acceptance of the importance of biblical teaching that was needed to turn things around in a lasting way.

What of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, and Obadiah? All these men ministered through the period 626 – 586 BC. They were all faithful and all spoke the words of the Lord to the people, but none could stand in the gap, for the people would not listen to them. Each of these men is remembered as a preacher of righteousness and truth, but the people would not heed their messages and so they could not fulfil their desire to save their people. It was no short falling on these men’s part, but upon the volition of the people. 

The people could not be saved, because they would not repent. They have received upon their own heads the full reward for their sinful lives. We must stand humbly before the Lord ourselves over this matter, for we live in nations that celebrate alcohol, financial success without questions asked about the source of the money, and immorality amongst the beautiful people. Every popular magazine you pick up celebrates evil as if it is good! Such things indicate we too head for judgment, but in our time of history it may be the last judgment we head for, and whether there is a decade or a hundred years before the Lord’s return we have the solemn responsibility of the six prophets above, to tell the truth to our people whether they will hear or whether they will mock! Jeremiah 1:6-10, 17-19, 3:12-15, Ezekiel 2:3-8, 3:4-17, 27.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. WILL WE STAND IN THE GAP TODAY?  The Lord calls us to be his heralds of the truth. We are called to stand in the gaps created by evil in our land and churches, and speak the truth of Bible doctrine with fearless commitment to the Lord’s revelation. There is no other name given amongst men whereby man must be saved, other than the name of Jesus, and there is no other truth than the doctrines revealed by the Lord for our salvation and sanctification. 

2. GOD HATES UNETHICAL BUSINESS PRACTISES. Those who call the Lord Jesus Christ as their Lord are called to depart from iniquity! It is an evil that so many businesses are established in dishonesty and expand with corruption. As believers we must have nothing to do with the evil that is destroying our societies, but rather we need to preach the Word of God, that those who profit from evil might hear the truth and be convicted.

3. WE ARE TO SEEK ETERNAL REWARDS AND NOT BE DECEIVED BY THE DEVIL’S REWARDS IN TIME FOR THOSE WHO SERVE ON HIS PATH. Great wealth is being made unethically and immorally and it is tempting to many believers to be a part of the worldliness of business and make their money there. We must resist the temptation to worldliness in all its forms. We are called to stand for God’s standards and proclaim the saving Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, for without it man has no hope. The world does have hope for the Lord is coming again and the world will be intact when he arrives to deliver the remnant who wait for him.

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING

CHAPTER 23

EZEKIEL 23:1 - 10 

“1. The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, there were two women, the daughters of one mother: 3  And they committed whoredoms in Egypt; they committed whoredoms in their youth: there were their breasts pressed, and there they bruised the teats of their virginity. 4  And the names of them were Aholah the elder, and Aholibah her sister: and they were mine, and they bare sons and daughters. Thus were their names; Samaria is Aholah, and Jerusalem Aholibah. 5  And Aholah played the harlot when she was mine; and she doted on her lovers, on the Assyrians her neighbours, 6  Which were clothed with blue, captains and rulers, all of them desirable young men, horsemen riding upon horses. 7  Thus she committed her whoredoms with them, with all them that were the chosen men of Assyria, and with all on whom she doted: with all their idols she defiled herself. 8  Neither left she her whoredoms brought from Egypt: for in her youth they lay with her, and they bruised the breasts of her virginity, and poured their whoredom upon her. :9  Wherefore I have delivered her into the hand of her lovers, into the hand of the Assyrians, upon whom she doted. 10  These discovered her nakedness: they took her sons and her daughters, and slew her with the sword: and she became famous among women; for they had executed judgment upon her.”

REFLECTION

1. The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, there were two women, the daughters of one mother: 3  And they committed whoredoms in Egypt; they committed whoredoms in their youth: there were their breasts pressed, and there they bruised the teats of their virginity.

The prophet now tells the story of two young women who “went off the rails”. They went after sexual pleasures in Egypt and there they had their breasts played with in sex and their virginity was lost in the rough sex they got involved in. It is a story that is blunt, stark and true of all too many through the ages. They enter into sexual activity outside of the loving bonds of marriage and end up being the sexual plaything of self centred partners. Both men and women have their virginity and their bodies and souls “bruised” by immorality. The figure here is that of two young women, because they stand for the nations of Israel, whose capital was Samaria, and Judah, whose capital was Jerusalem. Jeremiah 3:6-15.

4  And the names of them were Aholah the elder, and Aholibah her sister: and they were mine, and they bare sons and daughters. Thus were their names; Samaria is Aholah, and Jerusalem Aholibah. 5  And Aholah played the harlot when she was mine; and she doted on her lovers, on the Assyrians her neighbours,

Both kingdoms were God’s people, and he loved them both. Their names however indicate their separate attitudes to the Lord their God. Samaria’s name means “her tent in her”, and Jerusalem’s name means “my tent in her”. The temples (tents/tabernacles) of Samaria were temples of their own making and celebrated false worship, whereas the tent of the Lord was in Jerusalem. Even though they both had their temples, both practised immorality equally, and both, though they were prospered by the Lord, served other gods and followed their own lusts. 

The northern kingdom played politics with Assyria, and alternately served and rebelled against them, and they finally were destroyed by them. They “doted upon their lovers” rather than serving the Lord in pure love. They served the enemy’s gods and expected to be delivered by their extensive religion. The logic of paganism escaped them; for they could not expect pagan gods to save them from their own servants! Note also Paul’s sad words as he reflects upon his own team members who moved away from truth in the every end. 2 Timothy 4:9. They loved this world and all it had to offer, rather than serve the Lord their God. Refer to the BTB study of WORLDLINESS.

6  Which were clothed with blue, captains and rulers, all of them desirable young men, horsemen riding upon horses. 7  Thus she committed her whoredoms with them, with all them that were the chosen men of Assyria, and with all on whom she doted: with all their idols she defiled herself.

The enemy loves ostentation. Satan is into dressing up! He loves excess and pageantry, with colourful ritual and pleasurable activities. He seeks to meet the lust of the eyes, the taste, the smell, and the power. The wealthy satanic forces rode on the finest horses and were clothed with the finest coloured cloth. In today’s terms read, they rode in their sports cars wearing their designer clothes. The Israelites worshipped all the pagan gods of the foreign nations and they committed sexual sin with all the people who they found attractive; and they found all wealth and power attractive. 

When we look at some of the film stars and their immoral lives, we often wonder how they can “love” so many people, but these verses tell us how it is possible. If you worship power, wealth, and flashiness, then you can worship anything that moves in the right clothes and car! These people are “sincere”, but it is a superficial sincerity, for it is based on power and lust alone. They will defile themselves with any pagan gods and pagan people, all they ask is that they are wealthy, powerful, and handsome. They look only on the outside, not to the heart.    They do not value integrity.
​8  Neither left she her whoredoms brought from Egypt: for in her youth they lay with her, and they bruised the breasts of her virginity, and poured their whoredom upon her. 9  Wherefore I have delivered her into the hand of her lovers, into the hand of the Assyrians, upon whom she doted.

The people never left off their sexual and other pagan habits, after they left Egypt. The problems Moses had with the Israelites in the desert stemmed from this. It took God only four days to get all of them out of Egypt, but forty year to get Egypt out of most of them. The Israelites never fully turned away from idolatry, and their history is a story of being dragged back constantly into evil. The Northern Kingdom loved it’s immorality and even the likes of Elijah and Elisha, with many others, could not turn them back to truth, and so they perished as a nation, although a remnant of each of the ten tribes was saved by fleeing south, so that after this time the “twelve tribes” were still mentioned. 2 Kings 17:1-23.

10  These discovered her nakedness: they took her sons and her daughters, and slew her with the sword: and she became famous among women; for they had executed judgment upon her.

Samaria became a byword for immorality and remained so until the Lord Jesus day. The Assyrians came and destroyed their entire nation taking the surviving 22,000 people into captivity in their empire. Some of these were returned with the other Jews in 535, nearly two hundred years later, but the persistently immoral ones were gradually absorbed into the blood lines of the people amongst whom they were scattered.  They became Assyrian and were absorbed back into the Semitic world that Abraham had left behind and the spiritual ones would leave in 535 BC.
PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THE CONSEQUENCES OF PERSISTENT SIN IS REMOVAL. Be it the Sin Unto Death of the rebellious believer, or simple judgment for the unbeliever, the Lord will remove people from this earth if they go too far, for the earth and the heavens are his! Satan is “prince of this world” through man’s sin and evil, but he rules only by God’s rules and it is the Lord who is King of kings and Lord of all lords. God sets the limits of all things and determines the end of all things.

2. WORLDLINESS IS DESTRUCTIVE OF ALL THINGS IN THE END. Self centeredness will always unravel all hope, purpose and meaning. Self centred people destroy all they love, for they are people users and abusers and so they discard things and people in time.

EZEKIEL 23:11 -21 

“11. And when her sister Aholibah saw this, she was more corrupt in her inordinate love than she, and in her whoredoms more than her sister in her whoredoms. 12  She doted upon the Assyrians her neighbours, captains and rulers clothed most gorgeously, horsemen riding upon horses, all of them desirable young men. 13  Then I saw that she was defiled, that they took both one way, 14  And that she increased her whoredoms: for when she saw men pourtrayed upon the wall, the images of the Chaldeans pourtrayed with vermilion, 15  Girded with girdles upon their loins, exceeding in dyed attire upon their heads, all of them princes to look to, after the manner of the Babylonians of Chaldea, the land of their nativity: 16  And as soon as she saw them with her eyes, she doted upon them, and sent messengers unto them into Chaldea. 17  And the Babylonians came to her into the bed of love, and they defiled her with their whoredom, and she was polluted with them, and her mind was alienated from them. 18  So she discovered her whoredoms, and discovered her nakedness: then my mind was alienated from her, like as my mind was alienated from her sister. 19  Yet she multiplied her whoredoms, in calling to remembrance the days of her youth, wherein she had played the harlot in the land of Egypt. 20  For she doted upon their paramours, whose flesh is as the flesh of asses, and whose issue is like the issue of horses. 21  Thus thou calledst to remembrance the lewdness of thy youth, in bruising thy teats by the Egyptians for the paps of thy youth.”

REFLECTION

11. And when her sister Aholibah saw this, she was more corrupt in her inordinate love than she, and in her whoredoms more than her sister in her whoredoms. 12  She doted upon the Assyrians her neighbours, captains and rulers clothed most gorgeously, horsemen riding upon horses, all of them desirable young men. 13  Then I saw that she was defiled, that they took both one way,

The story continues in this section, with the parable of the two sisters spoken clearly and forcefully to the Jewish elders and others in Babylon. As they heard these words they would have been shocked and also convicted, for they knew the immorality and other evils of the exiles who had already arrived, but they knew also of the paganism of the people left behind in the city. 

Why had they not repented years before? The answer is the same as to why the people of today have not repented; they did not see the significance of their “pleasant dalliance” with other gods, believing that their prayers and feastings were simply worship of the true God, just in another cultural context. It was, as then, as now, the cultural argument that led them to death! Multi-Culturalism has both truth and deadly error within it. It is true that all peoples may worship the Lord in their own language and with their own ways of expressing worship, but this is always within the parameters set by apostolic practise. We follow the apostolic practise and are called to worship as they did, and not add things, nor subtract from the practises of the early church. 

We are to follow, “the faith which was once delivered to the apostles”, Jude 3-4, and are to change anything from our own backgrounds to bring our practises into line with theirs. Jesus makes this demand clear when he speaks to the disciples, contrasting the rulership of Gentile kings to the rulership of the leaders of the church, and speaks also of different values of different peoples. All cultural values and practises are to be corrected by the Holy Spirit, to ensure they are brought into conformity with the standards of God, which often differ from all cultural practises and values. Matthew 6:31-34, 20:25-28, John 13:5-17. 

Our mentor is Christ, and the standards are his, not ours, and the person truly “growing in the grace and the knowledge of Christ” will resemble Him over time, not anyone within their own culture or natural family. In Christ we have entered a spiritual family, and are called to an eternal destiny as members of the Royal Family of God; this status means we are to follow his path of life and work, for the rest of our time upon the earth. Our spiritual calling replaces any obligations and over time is meant to replace any habits, so that we are totally transformed by the Holy Spirit into ambassadors of the court of heaven! 

We are no longer to follow our own culture, our education, our family example, our society’s values, but rather challenge them all with the truth we now see in Christ Jesus. We are called to be different to our peers, just as Israel was called to be different to it’s pagan neighbours. Ephesians 4:11-24, Romans 12:1-2. Refer to the BTB studies from the section CHRISTIAN LIFE – AMBASSADORSHIP, CHRIST FORMED IN YOU, IMITATE CHRIST, MATURITY, PRIORITIES, SERVICE, SUBMISSION, THINKING BIBLICALLY, and VIRTUES. 

There are a large number of these studies, but each has a significance drawn from passages like the one above. Israel and then Judah were destroyed because they got this principle wrong, and their lands became full of ruins, just as many churches end up warehouses and halls, or even museums because the people who used them forgot this truth. 

We are called to be lights upon the hill, distinctly different from our peers, showing God’s standards in the midst of this world. Matthew 5:14-16. If we let our light burn out, or quench it with the standards and habits of our culture, then our candle will be removed and us with it. Revelation 2:4-5. The people of Judah, like so many today, loved the trappings of power amongst the wealthy pagans around them. They wanted a share in that life style and so were led astray by their lusts, to their death! So are people today! Let us warn the Lord’s people!

14  And that she increased her whoredoms: for when she saw men portrayed upon the wall, the images of the Chaldeans portrayed with vermilion, 15  Girded with girdles upon their loins, exceeding in dyed attire upon their heads, all of them princes to look to, after the manner of the Babylonians of Chaldea, the land of their nativity:

The two nations had become just like each other by the final days of the Southern kingdom. They had become as bad, if not even worse that the Northern peoples had ever been. The reasons they were destroyed were ignored and the people of the south continued in their paganism and compromise. 

Why is it that people ignore the obvious truth? Why do people today ignore the reality of HIV infection and continue having sex in situations that are dangerous? It is the oldest problem of man that is the answer. The answer is pride and arrogance, where each person deceives them self into thinking that, “it wont happen to me”. What is behind such apparent stupidity? The answer is Satanic blindness, whereby the enemy of man blinds the pagan or rebellious believer to the truth, leaving them seeing and filling up their own lusts, without logical though as to where their actions will lead. They think only of the day and so they enter the realm of evil. 2 Corinthians 4:4, Ephesians 2:1-5, 4:18.

The art and culture of the Assyrians and the Babylonians were advanced. Assyria developed zoos, botanical gardens, and the hanging gardens that Nebuchadnezzar would later be famous for were developed in Nineveh two hundred years before he built his wonder of the world in Babylon. They practised advanced art, with paints on plaster walls and with amazing mosaic art pieces that are still marvels today. The sheer beauty of all this enticed the simple hill people of Judah into worship for the culture that produced such wonders and a lust to have the same things at home.  

Is not man the same today, whereby people travel over seas and see amazing things and try on their return to build up all the wonders they have seen on their travels. Their purpose is to “consume it all upon their lusts”!   James 4:1-5. There is nothing wrong with art appreciation, nor the enjoyment of lovely things. The error comes when we love and devote our time, energy and money to them, rather than loving God and serving Him. We are not able to serve two masters. Matthew 6:24, Luke 16:13. God seeks all our love and service, and he will not share us with any other thing. This does not mean we cannot love our wives, husbands or children, for we are to do that, but nothing other than our family is to be up there with God; no things are to be loved, for all things decay and end, whereas love for God brings rewards forever. Refer to the study on “CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRIORITIES below”. 

16  And as soon as she saw them with her eyes, she doted upon them, and sent messengers unto them into Chaldea. 17  And the Babylonians came to her into the bed of love, and they defiled her with their whoredom, and she was polluted with them, and her mind was alienated from them.

The impact upon the Judeans of seeing the handsome, noble and wealthy Chaldeans was immediate and the nobility of Judah lusted after these people, and they had sexual affairs with the visiting diplomats. They entered into many sexual liaisons and had no shame over their behaviours. They would then betray the Chaldeans in their rebellion against them, but the sexual lusts were active in any direction their eyes spied a new object of desire. They lusted after what they saw, and then after entering into the affairs, they changed their minds and left their lovers for new ones. Their minds were as unstable as their lusts.   

18  So she discovered her whoredoms, and discovered her nakedness: then my mind was alienated from her, like as my mind was alienated from her sister. 19  Yet she multiplied her whoredoms, in calling to remembrance the days of her youth, wherein she had played the harlot in the land of Egypt.

Even when these people fully realised that they had become like whores in their behaviours, they still didn’t change at all. They felt bad about their lives, but refused to change them. Their solution was to enter into more and more affairs rather than stop and question their behaviours. They simply reflected that this is why their fathers had enjoyed Egypt, and so they did more, and in their politics they lusted after the things of Egypt and many fled south when the Babylonians came into the land. Over eight hundred and fifty years after Moses led their ancestors out of Egypt, these people desired to re-enter the land of the pharaohs and worship their gods again. Their paganism had led them backwards to the very sins of their fathers. 

20  For she doted upon their paramours, whose flesh is as the flesh of asses, and whose issue is like the issue of horses. 21  Thus thou calledst to remembrance the lewdness of thy youth, in bruising thy teats by the Egyptians for the paps of thy youth.

They became more and more obsessed by sex and sexual deviations and varieties of sexual experiences and in their obsession entered into more and more perversity. There is no end to the sexual path of Satanic religion, until death swallows the person. They were as lustful as the asses and horses in heat. They chased the rough and rape-like sex of the perverts that were a part of the satanic cults. 

Ezekiel’s words are blunt and shocking, and point to the moral perversity and obsessive interest in sex with people other than their right partners, that we sadly see in many of our modern cultures. Satan hasn’t had an original thought or plan since the beginning, because he doesn’t need to, for mankind’s weaknesses remain predictable! We either live with the Lord’s standards to guide us, or we fall as low as it is possible to go. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. IF WE DO NOT STABILIZE OUR LIVES IN LOVE FOR GOD WE WILL BE SLAVES TO LUSTS OF ALL KINDS. Love for the Lord stabilizes our lives in service, marriage and family, and through the filling of the Holy Spirit we can defeat the temptations to follow our Old Sin Nature lusts. It is easy to fall into Satan’s lust baited traps; all we have to do is nothing! If we do not walk in the Spirit, feed upon the Word, and serve the Lord in any way we can, then we will certainly slip backwards into grosser and grosser sins. We are all capable of falling into gross sin, just as these people did. All we need do spiritually is nothing! To slide down hill all you need to stop doing is advancing up hill!
2. WE FOLLOW THE HOLY SPIRIT’S GUIDANCE, AND CORRECT OUR CULTURE BY HEAVENLY STANDARDS AND ETERNAL VALUES. Culture may be mostly morally neutral, but there will be times when it is immoral or deceptive, for down the centuries the enemy has been busy perverting most cultures away from the truth. We do not worship at the shrine of any culture, nor do we throw away any; rather we correct all our practises through the Holy Spirit’s guidance. We turn the light of God’s revealed Word upon all our old practises, beliefs and habits, and walk in the Spirit of the Living God, not in accordance with untested ancestral practises.

EZEKIEL 23:22 – 35

“22. Therefore, O Aholibah, thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will raise up thy lovers against thee, from whom thy mind is alienated, and I will bring them against thee on every side; 23  The Babylonians, and all the Chaldeans, Pekod, and Shoa, and Koa, and all the Assyrians with them: all of them desirable young men, captains and rulers, great lords and renowned, all of them riding upon horses. 24  And they shall come against thee with chariots, wagons, and wheels, and with an assembly of people, which shall set against thee buckler and shield and helmet round about: and I will set judgment before them, and they shall judge thee according to their judgments. 25  And I will set my jealousy against thee, and they shall deal furiously with thee: they shall take away thy nose and thine ears; and thy remnant shall fall by the sword: they shall take thy sons and thy daughters; and thy residue shall be devoured by the fire. 26  They shall also strip thee out of thy clothes, and take away thy fair jewels. 27  Thus will I make thy lewdness to cease from thee, and thy whoredom brought from the land of Egypt: so that thou shalt not lift up thine eyes unto them, nor remember Egypt any more. 28  For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will deliver thee into the hand of them whom thou hatest, into the hand of them from whom thy mind is alienated: 29  And they shall deal with thee hatefully, and shall take away all thy labour, and shall leave thee naked and bare: and the nakedness of thy whoredoms shall be discovered, both thy lewdness and thy whoredoms. 30  I will do these things unto thee, because thou hast gone a whoring after the heathen, and because thou art polluted with their idols. 31  Thou hast walked in the way of thy sister; therefore will I give her cup into thine hand. 32  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou shalt drink of thy sister's cup deep and large: thou shalt be laughed to scorn and had in derision; it containeth much. 33  Thou shalt be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, with the cup of astonishment and desolation, with the cup of thy sister Samaria. 34  Thou shalt even drink it and suck it out, and thou shalt break the sherds thereof, and pluck off thine own breasts: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD. 35  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast forgotten me, and cast me behind thy back, therefore bear thou also thy lewdness and thy whoredoms.”

REFLECTION

22. Therefore, O Aholibah, thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will raise up thy lovers against thee, from whom thy mind is alienated, and I will bring them against thee on every side; 23  The Babylonians, and all the Chaldeans, Pekod, and Shoa, and Koa, and all the Assyrians with them: all of them desirable young men, captains and rulers, great lords and renowned, all of them riding upon horses.

The judgment upon the nation of Judah will be exactly the same as against the northern kingdom of Israel. They will be destroyed by the very people that they took as their lovers. Their fellow religionists in paganism will destroy them. As Isaiah had prophesied of Samaria one hundred and twenty years before, the southern kingdom would follow the fate of their northern fellow “backsliders”.  Isaiah 10:5-6. 

They are referred to as a hypocritical nation, for that is their main sin; they have claimed to serve the Lord their God, but they have served the gods of the nations and then as pious fraudsters, they have entered the Temple of Solomon and pretended to worship the living God. These people worshipped and lusted after the handsome men of the Babylonian Army, and so it will be these men and their allies who will destroy them, just as Isaiah had predicted. Isaiah 39:1-7. 

They have rejected the old paths of salvation and so they will walk the paths of death, and their own pastors and leaders have betrayed their holy trust before the Lord and led the people further into evil and sin for their own gain. Jeremiah 6:16, 22-26. 12:10-12. 

They loved the spectacle of the Chaldean cavalry riding into the city during their visits, so their judgment will be that this same cavalry will ride into the city and defeat them utterly and capture their king and his guards. Jeremiah 39:4-7. The Assyrians are mentioned, yet their nation and city were destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar’s father in 626. The Assyrian civilization was destroyed, and will never rise again as an independent nation, but the captive Assyrians were absorbed into the Army and life of Babylon, and so they are part of the Chaldean Empire, as they will later be a part of the Persian Empire.  

24  And they shall come against thee with chariots, wagons, and wheels, and with an assembly of people, which shall set against thee buckler and shield and helmet round about: and I will set judgment before them, and they shall judge thee according to their judgments. 25  And I will set my jealousy against thee, and they shall deal furiously with thee: they shall take away thy nose and thine ears; and thy remnant shall fall by the sword: they shall take thy sons and thy daughters; and thy residue shall be devoured by the fire.

The Babylonian Army was a mighty fighting machine, far stronger than the combined forces of the alliance that Zedekiah tried to be a part of in his foolish rebellion. They are fully equipped, and will arrive with all their needed supplies for a siege, with plenty of extra weapons, but even more powerful than their weaponry will be their sense of justice and righteousness, for they will be executing God’s will against rebels. Jeremiah 40:2-3. 

God makes it clear that he is now firmly and totally against the city that is called for his name, and is with the Babylonians, who have become his avengers and judges. The punishment of the rebel was to lose their nose and ears to a sharp knife, and so the mutilated adult captives will be marched to Babylon. They would not hear the words of the king of Babylon, so the Babylonian approach was, “if you don’t use your ears, you lose your ears, and if you stick your nose in politics with other rebels, you have your nose cut off!” Their sons and daughter will be taken as slaves or they will perish in the destruction of the city and country. 

26  They shall also strip thee out of thy clothes, and take away thy fair jewels. 27  Thus will I make thy lewdness to cease from thee, and thy whoredom brought from the land of Egypt: so that thou shalt not lift up thine eyes unto them, nor remember Egypt any more.

These people loved dressing up in fine clothes and jewels, and then taking their clothes off to have sex immorally with all sorts of people, so their punishment will be that the survivors will be stripped of their jewellery and their clothes, and marched naked to Babylon in total shame and disgrace. They have followed after other gods, in total rejection of the Mosaic Law, and so their awful punishment will be the final ending of their love affair with idolatry and immorality. Exodus 34:14-17, Deuteronomy 29:16-28, 32:32-39, Jeremiah 13:24-27.  

The sad thing about these words is that the nation went down into Egypt again later in their history, and by 50 AD there were more Jews in Alexandria in Egypt than in Jerusalem itself. They had returned to the place of idolatry, but they were judged there and from the millions that lived there few survived the total collapse of the Roman Empire. 

28  For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will deliver thee into the hand of them whom thou hatest, into the hand of them from whom thy mind is alienated: 29  And they shall deal with thee hatefully, and shall take away all thy labour, and shall leave thee naked and bare: and the nakedness of thy whoredoms shall be discovered, both thy lewdness and thy whoredoms.

They lusted after the Babylonians and then they hated them. This is the norm for fornicators, for they one minute love their lovers and the next they hate them. Their unstable emotions reflected their certain doom, for instability will always lead to poor decision making, and the worst possible decision making of these people was to rebel against their powerful masters. 

They loved their immoral life styles, with their promiscuous sex, and so they will have their sexual organs uncovered and be raped by many soldiers, just as they had previously had sex with many of these same soldiers during their visits to the city. These verses are terrible, but they reflect the fate of the immoral who chase sex where-ever it is to be found. To worship at the shrine of sexual deviancy means you will be with more and more perverted and evil people, and be steadily more and more damaged by their actions. Psalms 106:34-46. 

30  I will do these things unto thee, because thou hast gone a whoring after the heathen, and because thou art polluted with their idols. 31  Thou hast walked in the way of thy sister; therefore will I give her cup into thine hand.

God is doing this to them, because they selected the path of immorality and evil, and so they will have the results of such things to their full extent. To “take the cup”, was the way of saying in the ancient world, to take the fellowship and destiny of those you drank with. The people of Judah had “taken the cup” of the nation Israel with all their immorality, and so they had to accept that the fate of Israel would be their fate also. Jeremiah 2:19-22, 3:6-11, 12:7-15. 

Ezekiel backs up all the words of Jeremiah. Once again we are confronted with both the concept of free will and judgment; the people express their free will, and the Lord judges them in accordance with their own choices. Each of us receives exactly what we select and desire with all our heart. These people selected their path, and in spite of the Lord’s pleading with them, they persisted in following it, and so they pay the price for their choices. Daniel 9:9-14.

32  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou shalt drink of thy sister's cup deep and large: thou shalt be laughed to scorn and had in derision; it containeth much. 33  Thou shalt be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, with the cup of astonishment and desolation, with the cup of thy sister Samaria.

There is sadness in the Lord’s words here, for these people had seen what happened to Samaria, but ignored the reality of its cause. They had acted as if they could get away with the sins of paganism, whereas the evidence before them from the century before gave the opposite message. They would be forced to drink the cup of evil they had chosen to the end of it, and they did not realise exactly how much the cup contained! They will be overwhelmed with the extent of their judgment and the depth of their distress as they face the consequences of their evil choices. They will lose everything they value because of their choices to follow the ways of the northern peoples. Isaiah 51:17-23,  Jeremiah 25:15ff. 

34  Thou shalt even drink it and suck it out, and thou shalt break the sherds thereof, and pluck off thine own breasts: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD. 35  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast forgotten me, and cast me behind thy back, therefore bear thou also thy lewdness and thy whoredoms.

The pagan nations had self mutilating practises within their religions, with cutting and tearing of their flesh and skewering of their flesh with knives and sharp needles. The practises of some of the Hindu “holy men” is the closest you get to this today, and with their Tantric religion, and it’s worship of Kali the goddess of death you have child sacrifice being practised also with sexual abuse. Satanic evil has not changed down the ages and we are, even to our own days, seeing it’s evil through drug taking and child sexual abuse throughout all nations. 

The people of Judah had entered a perverted and totally evil world in these things and so they needed to confront this fully and eliminate such things totally from their lives. Only the horror of the loss of their national identity and slavery for seventy years would be powerful enough to achieve this, and that is the only reason God allowed them to enter into such judgment. It had become the only way to purify and so deliver the nation from the evil they had chosen. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. FREE WILL CHOICES HAVE CONSEQUENCES THAT THOSE WHO MAKE WRONG CHOICES ARE NOT FREE TO STOP. These people were free to select their idolatrous path, but having selected their evil they were no longer free to avoid its natural consequences. Only repentance could have turned this around and they had rejected that. This terrible truth must be taught strongly today to those making the choices for evil in their daily lives now while they attend church services each Sunday. Many are practicing immorality while attending church on Sundays.

2. EVIL PATHS DO NOT PRODUCE LASTING FRIENDSHIPS. There is no solidarity amongst evil companions, for they are all equally self absorbed, and so they have no true fellowship, for each is a people user, and each an abuser of anyone who become weaker than they are. As preachers of the Lord’s truth we must be straight shooting in our denunciation of evil and our warnings to believers to “flee for their life, with focused energy, all forms of immorality”! There is no lasting satisfaction, or any joy in the path of immorality. False religion and all it’s offshoots have nothing to bring but pain.

EZEKIEL 23:36 – 49.

“36.  The LORD said moreover unto me; Son of man, wilt thou judge Aholah and Aholibah? yea, declare unto them their abominations; 37  That they have committed adultery, and blood is in their hands, and with their idols have they committed adultery, and have also caused their sons, whom they bare unto me, to pass for them through the fire, to devour them. 38  Moreover this they have done unto me: they have defiled my sanctuary in the same day, and have profaned my sabbaths. 39  For when they had slain their children to their idols, then they came the same day into my sanctuary to profane it; and, lo, thus have they done in the midst of mine house. 40  And furthermore, that ye have sent for men to come from far, unto whom a messenger was sent; and, lo, they came: for whom thou didst wash thyself, paintedst thy eyes, and deckedst thyself with ornaments, 41  And satest upon a stately bed, and a table prepared before it, whereupon thou hast set mine incense and mine oil. 42  And a voice of a multitude being at ease was with her: and with the men of the common sort were brought Sabeans from the wilderness, which put bracelets upon their hands, and beautiful crowns upon their heads. 43  Then said I unto her that was old in adulteries, Will they now commit whoredoms with her, and she with them? 44  Yet they went in unto her, as they go in unto a woman that playeth the harlot: so went they in unto Aholah and unto Aholibah, the lewd women. 45  And the righteous men, they shall judge them after the manner of adulteresses, and after the manner of women that shed blood; because they are adulteresses, and blood is in their hands. 46  For thus saith the Lord GOD; I will bring up a company upon them, and will give them to be removed and spoiled. 47  And the company shall stone them with stones, and dispatch them with their swords; they shall slay their sons and their daughters, and burn up their houses with fire. 48  Thus will I cause lewdness to cease out of the land, that all women may be taught not to do after your lewdness. 49  And they shall recompense your lewdness upon you, and ye shall bear the sins of your idols: and ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD.”

REFLECTION

36.  The LORD said moreover unto me; Son of man, wilt thou judge Aholah and Aholibah? yea, declare unto them their abominations; 37  That they have committed adultery, and blood is in their hands, and with their idols have they committed adultery, and have also caused their sons, whom they bare unto me, to pass for them through the fire, to devour them.

Ezekiel is ordered to assess (judge) the case against the nations of Israel and Judah, and give his judgment if he believes God is wrong in any way about what is to unfold. This is the third time the prophet has been invited to comment upon the Lord’s justice and object if there is anything that he feels falls short of the standards and character of the Lord here. Ezekiel 20:4, 22:2. He is told to declare aloud their sins and make the cry a condemnation over them. 

The formal announcement of judgment upon them is required of the prophet of God as the herald of the Lord, just as Jonah was required to speak these words over Nineveh. Jonah 1:1-2, 3:1-4. Nineveh repented at that time and so was saved, Jonah 3:5ff, but Judah will not be saved.  They have practised all the evils of the pagans around them and even practised the child sacrifice, offering the first born sons to the evil god Molech, burning them alive, instead of offering up animal sacrifices for their first born, in thanks to the Lord, that they might be blessed in service of him. Exodus 13:2, 22:29, Numbers 8:17, Luke 2:22-32.

38  Moreover this they have done unto me: they have defiled my sanctuary in the same day, and have profaned my sabbaths. 39  For when they had slain their children to their idols, then they came the same day into my sanctuary to profane it; and, lo, thus have they done in the midst of mine house.

Having offered up their own children to the pagan gods, had sex in the groves, and drunk the wine of paganism and feasted in the high places, they then went into the very Temple of Solomon and offered up sacrifices for their sins! Such deliberate hypocrisy and mockery of the very doctrines of confession, holiness, forgiveness and restoration, meant that these people could not be recovered, for they played with sin and confession, not dealing with anything holy as if it had any significance whatsoever. 

Let us be clear on this matter ourselves, lest we fall into the same evil as these people did.  There is no forgiveness for those who deliberately sin and then hypocritically confess their sins afterwards. If a person selects the path of evil they cannot then hypocritically come and confess their evil. There is no forgiveness unless the path of evil is forsaken! 1 John 1:5-10, 2:6, 15-17, 19, 3:6-10, 4:1-10. 

The entire first letter of John is centred round this doctrine and as the Lord’s pastors we need to preach this to a world that has made hypocrisy into an art form! The false doctrine of easy believism is coupled with the concept of easy forgiveness with out life change.  Both these false theologies are satanic doctrines, and their best exponent is the evil priest of Russia, Rasputin, who believed he could sin more, and thereby receive more grace in forgiveness each time! Paul’s condemnation of such thinking is as strong as John’s. Romans 6:1-11. 

40  And furthermore, that ye have sent for men to come from far, unto whom a messenger was sent; and, lo, they came: for whom thou didst wash thyself, paintedst thy eyes, and deckedst thyself with ornaments, 41  And satest upon a stately bed, and a table prepared before it, whereupon thou hast set mine incense and mine oil.

Their immorality was planned and backed by serious preparation. They planned to seduce men from other cultures, both sexually and politically, and they were very successful in their seductions and had many lovers, and so defiled themselves in many different ways. They really used all the arts of seduction, with atmosphere, appearance, smell, and comfort thought through so that the men were thoroughly overwhelmed by the attention of the woman. 

All this effort was put into fornication, and yet had they put just a fraction of this effort into holiness to the Lord, they would have saved themselves, their marriages and their families from death! They will put great effort into evil, but none at all into the things of God. Priorities are the subject here; theirs have been evil and the result will be equal preparation for the enemy army as it advances towards them to destroy them as thoroughly as they were seduced by them. 

42  And a voice of a multitude being at ease was with her: and with the men of the common sort were brought Sabeans from the wilderness, which put bracelets upon their hands, and beautiful crowns upon their heads. 43  Then said I unto her that was old in adulteries, Will they now commit whoredoms with her, and she with them?

The nation of Judah had become, as we would say, “party people”. The “Sabeans” reference here means, “noisy, loud, drunkards”, and these were people then, as now, who lived to party and be drunk by lunch time and sober up just long enough to obtain their next invitation and drink again. 

Our local national newspapers in New Zealand carried a story over the weekend about a woman recently released from prison after being there serving time for the killing of her baby niece during a drunken party. The little girl was abused terribly and had been mistreated by the drunken scum of her family for many months. This evil woman has re-entered society and spends all her time at drunken parties with her ex-prison associates. She has neither repented of her evil, nor does she desire to, rather she desires to remain a self centred party animal. 

It is this level of evil that was common place in Judah by these days, and sadly this is the sort of thing we face still, and will until all these people are eliminated from the earth at the Lord’s return. Why do people spend their time with drunkards and other “low life” people? The answer is that they prefer oblivion to facing reality, and they want pleasure at any cost, and as long as others are suffering, not them, they are happy. This is the heart of evil, for they consider only themselves, and that self centeredness is the centre-piece of Satan’s strategy and modus operandi. 

Why do people do evil? Because they want to and think they can get away with it. We may recognize and be disgusted with their evil, and we should be, but we are called to keep on telling them the truth, as long as they live and can hear it.

44  Yet they went in unto her, as they go in unto a woman that playeth the harlot: so went they in unto Aholah and unto Aholibah, the lewd women. 45  And the righteous men, they shall judge them after the manner of adulteresses, and after the manner of women that shed blood; because they are adulteresses, and blood is in their hands.

These nations had acted the whore with all people who came into their vision. They played the prostitute with all the nations around about, following their gods and doing whatever was asked of them to make friends with the current evil. The righteous men will judge them, and they will be shocked when they discover who they are. 

Who are these men? Is it a reference to the Babylonians? That is a difficult one, because they were evil also and are referred to as cruel and harsh many times by Ezekiel, but they were certainly more righteous than the so called “people of God”. The Judeans had sunk to such a low level that even the most pagan nation of the earth was more righteous than they were. They had the blood of innocent people on their hands and the Lord would not overlook their evil any longer, for he had delayed judgment simply to be just and give them opportunity to repent, and they used that time to commit more evil.

46  For thus saith the Lord GOD; I will bring up a company upon them, and will give them to be removed and spoiled. 47  And the company shall stone them with stones, and dispatch them with their swords; they shall slay their sons and their daughters, and burn up their houses with fire.

The vast company that will come upon them to execute judgment is the Babylonian Army and they will hurl their great siege stones into their houses and walls and batter them down and slay with the sword the majority so that, as we have seen above, fewer than a thousand survivors of Jerusalem are marched off to Babylon. Jeremiah 52:30.
48  Thus will I cause lewdness to cease out of the land, that all women may be taught not to do after your lewdness. 49  And they shall recompense your lewdness upon you, and ye shall bear the sins of your idols: and ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD.

The lesson will be so harsh that all Jews will be told of it for all ages and few will repeat the idolatry of their forefathers. The horror of the judgment will shock the hardest person and the worst of the sinners will repent in their shame, for they will see, too late to save themselves, that they have brought all this upon themselves. They will know in that day that the Lord is God and that their idols have led them to death.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. DRUNKENESS IS A SIGN OF A CORRUPT PEOPLE. All drinking to excess and all drug taking to numb the mind to reality indicates a people who are trying to escape reality rather then confront God’s holy demands upon them.

2. WHILE A PERSON IS ALIVE THERE IS STILL HOPE. We are called to preach the truth until death closes the hearers ears. We are not to write off even the worst of people, for if they live there is hope for them. Ezekiel and Jeremiah kept on preaching until the end, and that is our call also.
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CHAPTER 24

EZEKIEL 24:1- 14 

“1. Again in the ninth year, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, write thee the name of the day, even of this same day: the king of Babylon set himself against Jerusalem this same day. 3  And utter a parable unto the rebellious house, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Set on a pot, set it on, and also pour water into it: 4  Gather the pieces thereof into it, even every good piece, the thigh, and the shoulder; fill it with the choice bones. 5  Take the choice of the flock, and burn also the bones under it, and make it boil well, and let them seethe the bones of it therein. 6  Wherefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe to the bloody city, to the pot whose scum is therein, and whose scum is not gone out of it! bring it out piece by piece; let no lot fall upon it. 7  For her blood is in the midst of her; she set it upon the top of a rock; she poured it not upon the ground, to cover it with dust; 8  That it might cause fury to come up to take vengeance; I have set her blood upon the top of a rock, that it should not be covered. 9  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe to the bloody city! I will even make the pile for fire great. 10  Heap on wood, kindle the fire, consume the flesh, and spice it well, and let the bones be burned. 11  Then set it empty upon the coals thereof, that the brass of it may be hot, and may burn, and that the filthiness of it may be molten in it, that the scum of it may be consumed. 12  She hath wearied herself with lies, and her great scum went not forth out of her: her scum shall be in the fire. 13  In thy filthiness is lewdness: because I have purged thee, and thou wast not purged, thou shalt not be purged from thy filthiness any more, till I have caused my fury to rest upon thee. 14  I the LORD have spoken it: it shall come to pass, and I will do it; I will not go back, neither will I spare, neither will I repent; according to thy ways, and according to thy doings, shall they judge thee, saith the Lord GOD.”

REFLECTION

1. Again in the ninth year, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, write thee the name of the day, even of this same day: the king of Babylon set himself against Jerusalem this same day.
The date here is significant. Read 2 Kings 25:1-4. This is the very time when the king of Babylon arrived in Jerusalem. The army would have marched past the captive Jews by the River Chebar on their way to invade the land, and all the Jewish people who watched them march past would have longed to be able to do something to help, but were powerless. 

It is now a month or more later, and the very day that the Army arrives outside Jerusalem, the Lord speaks to Ezekiel and he speaks to the exiles. Ezekiel is to write this date down and place it for all to see as a prophetic word that will late prove his accuracy as the prophet of God for the terrible days ahead. The siege will last for twenty months and the lack of preparation will become obvious to all, for by this time food and water runs out in the city.

3  And utter a parable unto the rebellious house, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Set on a pot, set it on, and also pour water into it: 4  Gather the pieces thereof into it, even every good piece, the thigh, and the shoulder; fill it with the choice bones.

He is told to tell a parable to the people in Babylon, for they too are still a rebellious house, with their hearts still set after evil. They have heard his words but their hearts are not yet changed, but all will be changed when they hear the account of the siege and realise that the prophet had the very day right. He is to set a pot on a fire and place within it all the choicest pieces of meat for cooking, with the bones. 

​5  Take the choice of the flock, and burn also the bones under it, and make it boil well, and let them seethe the bones of it therein. 6  Wherefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe to the bloody city, to the pot whose scum is therein, and whose scum is not gone out of it! bring it out piece by piece; let no lot fall upon it.

The best animal is to be taken from the flock, cleaned and dressed and cut into pieces and all the meat on the bones cooked together. To cook lamb like this creates a scum of blood and fat on the top as it boils, and as lamb boils it smells, especially with the bones in the mix.  It always looks disgusting, and the smell can put people off the meat before they eat it, because the separate joints can be seen in the frothy gooey mess as it cooks. 

As you look into such an open cooking pot as the ancients used the judgment was to be spoken over the pot, which stood for Jerusalem. The scum on the surface of the water speaks of the judgment as it unfolds on the people within the city, which is now like an iron pot, from which the people have no escape. Once it is cooked, the prophet is to take each piece of meat out in turn carefully and lay them aside on his serving plates. He isn’t finished with the pot yet. Each thing he says, he acts out with his pot of lamb stew.

7  For her blood is in the midst of her; she set it upon the top of a rock; she poured it not upon the ground, to cover it with dust; 8  That it might cause fury to come up to take vengeance; I have set her blood upon the top of a rock, that it should not be covered.

The city is condemned because of the blood shed within it’s walls, and just as the pot is boiled, and will be boiled away totally, just so the people will be boiled away by the “heat” of the terrible siege and there will be nothing left within it. The people tried to cover their sins and blood guiltiness by covering their deeds, by covering over the blood stained streets with sand and dust so people did not know in the morning what had happened there at night. 

The initial amount of blood scum from the pot isn’t to be poured into the ground and covered with dust and sand, but poured upon a large rock where it’s stain will be seen by all who pass. Blood defiles, and so this act will be noticed by all passers by. As he does this he is to prophesy the words here over the city of Jerusalem. All this is occurring on the very day that over one thousand miles away the city is being besieged.

9  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe to the bloody city! I will even make the pile for fire great. 10  Heap on wood, kindle the fire, consume the flesh, and spice it well, and let the bones be burned.

As Ezekiel speaks this “woe” he is to make the fire greater still, and build up wood all around the iron pot that still has some meat and all the bones in it. He is to eat all the choicest meats with lots of pleasant spices and enjoy it, but while he does that he is to burn up all the rest of the animal in the pot that is now super heated until everything dissolves into a soupy mess. 

The Babylonians will enjoy “making a meal” of the noblest of the people in the city, and they will “consume” the choicest of them all, killing the young princes and freeing the young princesses, as Jeremiah tells us. Jeremiah 39:11ff, 43:4-7, 52:28-30. In fact the Babylonians have already taken out the choicest meat from the pot, in that the very people in exile now are the best people of Judah, 2 Kings 24:14-16, and they are already serving the Babylonians, while the pot boils hotter in the land of Judah! 

11  Then set it empty upon the coals thereof, that the brass of it may be hot, and may burn, and that the filthiness of it may be molten in it, that the scum of it may be consumed. 12  She hath wearied herself with lies, and her great scum went not forth out of her: her scum shall be in the fire.

It is to be over-cooked to the point of being totally boiled away until there is only a gooey, stinking mess of dissolved bone, fat and flesh, black and disgusting at the bottom of the burnt pot. Just before the scum burns hard upon the base, the entire filthy mess is to be poured out into the fire itself. The message from the Lord is clear; they have been wearying with their evil and now it is over, for the entire pot of the population is poured out into the fire and all will be gone. Ezekiel is to pour the contents of the pot now into the fire as he says these words.

13  In thy filthiness is lewdness: because I have purged thee, and thou wast not purged, thou shalt not be purged from thy filthiness any more, till I have caused my fury to rest upon thee. 14  I the LORD have spoken it: it shall come to pass, and I will do it; I will not go back, neither will I spare, neither will I repent; according to thy ways, and according to thy doings, shall they judge thee, saith the Lord GOD.

The condemnation of the nation’s evil is to be given as he pours the last of the scum into the fire. The final judgment of the nation is read out over the fatty scummy mess as it burns away in the coals of the superheated fire. As the scum burns the prophet reminds his observers that the Lord has called the people of the city to judgment, and the judgment will be full and final this time. There is no sparing of the people.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD IS BOILING THE POT OF JUDGMENT. There is no accident in the process that God is in control of. The choicest cuts of meat are already removed; the best of the people were safely removed from the city by the second captivity group being taken with Jehoiachin. God has preserved these people, even though they don’t see it at the time. The rest of the people in the city and the land are the ones that require judgment, and are given enough years under Jeremiah to repent, and the pot is brought to boiling point only when there is no more good meat left to be removed!

2. WHEN JUDGMENT FALLS, GOD JUDGES UTTERLY. There is no escape from the justice of God, just as before there was nowhere that a person could be where his grace would not meet them. They have rejected that grace and so must accept their judgment, and for some there will still be salvation, but it will be as they die.

EZEKIEL 24:15 – 27

“15. Also the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 16  Son of man, behold, I take away from thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke: yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, neither shall thy tears run down. 17  Forbear to cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind the tire of thine head upon thee, and put on thy shoes upon thy feet, and cover not thy lips, and eat not the bread of men. 18  So I spake unto the people in the morning: and at even my wife died; and I did in the morning as I was commanded. 19  And the people said unto me, Wilt thou not tell us what these things are to us, that thou doest so? 20  Then I answered them, The word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 21  Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will profane my sanctuary, the excellency of your strength, the desire of your eyes, and that which your soul pitieth; and your sons and your daughters whom ye have left shall fall by the sword. 22  And ye shall do as I have done: ye shall not cover your lips, nor eat the bread of men. 23  And your tires shall be upon your heads, and your shoes upon your feet: ye shall not mourn nor weep; but ye shall pine away for your iniquities, and mourn one toward another. 24  Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: according to all that he hath done shall ye do: and when this cometh, ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD. 25  Also, thou son of man, shall it not be in the day when I take from them their strength, the joy of their glory, the desire of their eyes, and that whereupon they set their minds, their sons and their daughters, 26  That he that escapeth in that day shall come unto thee, to cause thee to hear it with thine ears? 27  In that day shall thy mouth be opened to him which is escaped, and thou shalt speak, and be no more dumb: and thou shalt be a sign unto them; and they shall know that I am the LORD.”

REFLECTION

15. Also the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 16  Son of man, behold, I take away from thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke: yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, neither shall thy tears run down.

The hardest thing for Ezekiel is the death of his wife, and he is to be asked by the Lord to deal with her death in a way that will minister to all those who will lose husbands, wives, sons, daughters, and friends in this final siege. The total population of the land after the initial deportations would have been several hundred thousand, and the final population of Jerusalem at the time of the last siege could have been as high as fifty to one hundred thousand, but only a few hundred will survive in the city and a few thousand will be left to tend the land. 

The exiles, under the encouragement of the false prophets, had hoped to return to the city and see all their relatives and friends and loved ones again, but all this will be dashed with the catastrophic fall of the city. Ezekiel is asked to do something so hard that his heart breaks under it’s strain, but he knows that this is the Lord’s way of opening up his ministry to all the people who will lose their loved ones in the two years that are beginning now. It may seem really unfair to Ezekiel and to his wife, for she is his “beloved”, the desire of his eyes; he loves her and she is and has been his only love. He will not remarry, for this is his great love and she dies, and the Lord’s hand is in this, for he takes her home to heaven. 

Now is God unfair in this? What is death for the believer? Examine the BTB study below on DEATH. We are reminded by this reflection that the Lord wants us to be focused on eternity not time, but this is the hardest thing for a believer still; to lose the one you love is to lose your joy. The greatest love this side of eternity is the love of a right man and right woman together. When it is lost through death is leaves a great hole within the survivor, for even with assurance that they will meet again, there is sadness to an extreme. Ezekiel is not to mourn for his wife! This was culturally impossible to understand, and so weird that all would have spoken of it for a long time, and that was the purpose of the Lord in allowing his wife to die. This is a hard thing for Ezekiel, and so walk slowly through these verses.

17  Forbear to cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind the tire of thine head upon thee, and put on thy shoes upon thy feet, and cover not thy lips, and eat not the bread of men. 18  So I spake unto the people in the morning: and at even my wife died; and I did in the morning as I was commanded.

It is normal to cry and alright to do so in grief. Mourning is meant to be a step aside from the grind of daily life, where all normal things stop to reflect on the fact that life will never be the same again for the survivor. Ezekiel is to keep working and not stop to mourn at all for his wife in the normal and expected way of his people. He tells the people what the Lord has given him to say in the morning, he still fulfils his preaching obligation that day, even though he has been told his wife will die. 

He spends the afternoon with her, and a veil is drawn over that special and private time, for quite rightly we do not need to know of their last moments together then. She dies in the evening. Ezekiel then bravely records, he did all that the Lord commanded. His blunt statement tells us just how hard this was for him. They will be together eternally and have celebrated his obedience and her acceptance ever since his arrival to be with her, but he will have another forty to fifty lonely years before he sees her again in heaven.

19  And the people said unto me, Wilt thou not tell us what these things are to us, that thou doest so? 20  Then I answered them, The word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

Notice as you read these words, that even though it is in translation, the polite and sensitive request is caught in all languages. The people are baffled and concerned, and stand in awe of the prophet’s behaviours and they know something terribly important is to be discussed now. Why do you do this? He quietly answers, that he has the words of the Lord as his explanation.

21  Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will profane my sanctuary, the excellency of your strength, the desire of your eyes, and that which your soul pitieth; and your sons and your daughters whom ye have left shall fall by the sword. 22  And ye shall do as I have done: ye shall not cover your lips, nor eat the bread of men.

Ezekiel is direct and honest, delivering the Lord’s hard but vital message to these people, who will all themselves lose close family members I the next two years, and all will lose their hope of the restoration of their nation in their life time. They need to see that the Temple, the city and the people are all judged, and all will feel the power of God’s great anger at their evils, done with impunity for so many years. The shock of the first judgment will have hit them all. God will profane his own sanctuary! How is this possible? It is not just possible, but necessary, because they have made it an evil place by their profanities! That is how they want to live, and so that is how the place will end and they will all die. Jeremiah 16:4-13.

All the things that they lust after will be judged, and all that they desire will be destroyed, because they have deliberately walked away from the way of the Lord their God. They have felt so strong, and lusted so powerfully, yet all their strength, for rulership and for immorality, will all be turned to dust. 

Their children will mostly fall by the sword, for the enemy will slay all who they see as rebels, and all who show any signs of the plague that will sweep through the doomed city. There is good news at the end, for then, but sadly only then, will the survivors receive food and drink, (from their enemies), and will receive life to repent and change their lives around to be the people they were meant to be once more. Jeremiah 16:14-21.

23  And your tires shall be upon your heads, and your shoes upon your feet: ye shall not mourn nor weep; but ye shall pine away for your iniquities, and mourn one toward another.  24  Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: according to all that he hath done shall ye do: and when this cometh, ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD.

The people will be fully dressed with their head attire upon their heads and their shoes on their feet, and they will all be overwhelmed, each in their own spirit, but will all be joined together in joint pain for their terrible losses. They will be overwhelmed, but unable to show their grief in the normal manner of their culture. They will all pine away within, with deep sorrow of soul because they will all know that they are suffering, and their loved ones have died because of the great sins they have persisted in through these years of grace. 

Ezekiel is a sign of the grief that is coming to them within two years, and he announces this now to them all. There is hope for them because of this, for they will then know the Lord’s name and face his justice. They will know the Lord their God and realise that they suffer because they mocked and ignored the days of grace and so face the judgment of God, and those receiving justice for evil are not entitled to show grief openly. Ezekiel uses the very words of Moses to describe their pining away. Leviticus 26:39, Deuteronomy 28:47-59.

25  Also, thou son of man, shall it not be in the day when I take from them their strength, the joy of their glory, the desire of their eyes, and that whereupon they set their minds, their sons and their daughters, 26  That he that escapeth in that day shall come unto thee, to cause thee to hear it with thine ears? 27  In that day shall thy mouth be opened to him which is escaped, and thou shalt speak, and be no more dumb: and thou shalt be a sign unto them; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

The day for Ezekiel’s real ministry to these people will begin after they all stand amazed at the judgments of the Lord upon them. They will be ready to hear the Lord’s words then, for all the false prophets will be silenced and will not utter lies again.  It is only total disaster and the tying of that together with the words of Moses that will lead them to truth finally, and then they will see that it was there with Moses all along.

The people who escape the city’s destruction will recall the words of Jeremiah and will seek Ezekiel in Babylon after their arrival, for they have sung their song now of repentance. Psalms 119 (the Psalms of the death march to Babylon). They will see in that day, all of them from each deportation that they have “escaped” and will give thanks to God for his unmerited favour towards them, and will grieve silently for the evil and the foolish who have died, and for the great national tragedy that didn’t have to be! 

In that day Ezekiel will speak fully and completely all the people need to hear to be saved and for the next generation to be educated in righteousness and truth. Psalms 51:1ff, Jeremiah 11:20-23.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. PERSONAL TRAGEDY IS IN THE LORD’S HANDS. We will suffer in this life with the loss of loved ones, for we all die, but we all die in Jesus’ arms. We will suffer loss, but not as those who have no hope of eternal life. Ezekiel’s pain is life long loneliness for the loss of his great love, his wife, but they are together now and have been for all the years since his death. There is no permanent separation for believers. We need to keep the eternal life perspective on our losses.

2. ALL THAT HAPPENS TO THE SERVANT OF GOD WILL WORK OUT FOR THE GLORY OF GOD AND THE BLESSING OF THE SERVANT. Ezekiel has great sadness for his life journey from this time, but he is, through this, enabled to work with his people, who have all suffered greatly also. He is ready to suffer in order to serve better. As Pastors we must be ready to serve through suffering, for then our service is more focused and powerful. 

3. LET US KEEP THE ETERNAL LIFE PERSPECTIVE. We are all working for eternal rewards, not temporal ones in the Lord’s service. In life and in death we serve the living Saviour God, and our eternal destiny is secure. Let us rest on this reality and preach this certainty. God will keep us in all things, and all things that happen to us do so for a reason in the plan, and all will be cause for praise in eternity, even if there is sadness for a time down here.

TOPICS

DEATH

CHAPTER 25

Section 1  Before the Fall of the City for the Last Time, Judgment upon the city and people because of their many sins.

A.
Judgment upon Judah and Jerusalem - Chapters 3:22 – 24:27
B.
Judgment upon surrounding nations. - Chapters 25 - 32


Ezekiel chapter 25 begins the last part of the first section of the book. For the next eight chapters the prophet delivers judgments upon the nations round about, who have all played their part, in the past, and in the present calamity, to abuse and attack Israel. The dating of this chapter appears to be in the year 586 BC, after the fall of Jerusalem itself, and it is the Lord’s response to all the nations who have joined in her destruction with glee. Their judgment has, like Judah and Israel’s before, been held back, but all their past sins will be judged upon them now. The day has come for all the nations to be dealt with, and for the whole map of the area to be changed. 

New nations will rise and old ones will fall and the world they know will never be the same again. All peoples have a time allotted to them upon the earth and if they do not accept the Gospel message and advance with their creator, then they come under judgment and are removed from their place amongst the nations. The “day in the Sun” for all these people groups is over, and they will survive only within the gene pools of their conquerors.  

EZEKIEL 25:1 – 7
JUDGMENT UPON THE AMMONITES

1. The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, set thy face against the Ammonites, and prophesy against them; 3  And say unto the Ammonites, Hear the word of the Lord GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou saidst, Aha, against my sanctuary, when it was profaned; and against the land of Israel, when it was desolate; and against the house of Judah, when they went into captivity; 4  Behold, therefore I will deliver thee to the men of the east for a possession, and they shall set their palaces in thee, and make their dwellings in thee: they shall eat thy fruit, and they shall drink thy milk. 5  And I will make Rabbah a stable for camels, and the Ammonites a couching place for flocks: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 6  For thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast clapped thine hands, and stamped with the feet, and rejoiced in heart with all thy despite against the land of Israel; :7  Behold, therefore I will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and will deliver thee for a spoil to the heathen; and I will cut thee off from the people, and I will cause thee to perish out of the countries: I will destroy thee; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD.

REFLECTION

1. The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, set thy face against the Ammonites, and prophesy against them; 3  And say unto the Ammonites, Hear the word of the Lord GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou saidst, Aha, against my sanctuary, when it was profaned; and against the land of Israel, when it was desolate; and against the house of Judah, when they went into captivity;

The children of Amon are descendents of the daughter of Lot, from the incest with her father, and they have gone from the monotheism of their ancestor to the paganism of the peoples amongst whom they dwelt. Genesis 19:30-38. They have opposed the children of Israel through their history and they are particularly filled with hatred and delight at their misfortune now. Jeremiah has already announced a similar judgment upon them and the other nations. Jeremiah 9:23-26, 49:1ff. 

From the beginning they have opposed Israel’s presence in the land, and their Arab descendents continue to do so today. This is an implacable, and Satanic inspired hatred, that has run for over three and a half thousand years and will not end until the remnant of saved people from these groups enter the Millennium under the lordship of Christ, and the last descendents of those given over the hatred are eliminated permanently from the earth. Isaiah 11:9-16, Amos 1:13-15, Zephaniah 2:8-11. Their attacks upon Israelite territory, and their idolatrous lifestyle that led Israel astray, may be seen through the Old Testament history books. Judges 3:13, 11:32ff, 1 Samuel 11:2-11, 2 Samuel 10:1-6, 1 Kings 11:7, 2 Chronicles 20:1-5, 26:8. 

During this particular invasion 589-586 BC, of the land by Nebuchadnezzar the Ammonites will join the Babylonian army as volunteers to exact their vengeance upon the people of Judah. 2 Kings 24:2. The Psalms of Asaph, from this time, also record the hatred of the people groups Ezekiel will mention in these chapters, and identifies that their hatred is not so much racial hatred as religious; this explains the Satanic origin of the attacks upon the land by these groups, for they are driven by their hatred of the Lord and his revealed faith. Fired up by their pagan religions, and offended by the prophetic words against them, they take vengeance upon the Temple of God especially. Psalms 83:1ff, 

4  Behold, therefore I will deliver thee to the men of the east for a possession, and they shall set their palaces in thee, and make their dwellings in thee: they shall eat thy fruit, and they shall drink thy milk. 5  And I will make Rabbah a stable for camels, and the Ammonites a couching place for flocks: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.

They joined with the Babylonians to sack Jerusalem, but they themselves will be the targets of Babylonian power, because they will make the same mistake the foolish rulers of Judah did; they will play politics with Egypt to try to balance the power of the Babylonians. None of these peoples are asking what God is doing in the history of their time, and so they play politics and lose. We are called to ask what the Lord is doing with each day we live, for only then will we be sure of ourselves and our role in the Lord’s plan. 

God tells them, through the prophet, that their lands are given to the Babylonians. Their rulers will establish themselves in the palaces of their kings and nobles, and they will serve these eastern rulers. Their fine cities will become ruins and the camel market will operate where people once lived in their capital Rabbah. The crowded suburbs of their towns and villages will be the crouching places for flocks, who will hide behind the broken walls of their once prosperous houses. They will know then that they have abused the Lord their God and the God of all nations; they will see that they did evil and have been judged for it in that day. One hundred years before this time Isaiah had warned the peoples of this area that judgment was coming. Isaiah 17:1ff, 32:9-14.

6  For thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast clapped thine hands, and stamped with the feet, and rejoiced in heart with all thy despite against the land of Israel; 7  Behold, therefore I will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and will deliver thee for a spoil to the heathen; and I will cut thee off from the people, and I will cause thee to perish out of the countries: I will destroy thee; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD.
It is a dangerous thing to rejoice at others calamity. God makes it very clear that to rejoice at others misfortune, even they are bad people, is to rejoice at evil, and is to be judged. We are called to care for and pray for our brothers and sisters in Adam, for all have fallen short of the glory of God and all need a Saviour, and so no genuine believer can ever rejoice when an unsaved person falls into hell. We are called to keep on preaching to them until the end of their lives, and keep witnessing to the truth of God’s Gospel message until the end of our own.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD JUDGES ALL PEOPLES DIRECTLY. God is interested in the sins and righteousness of all the peoples of the earth. He calls us to tell the truth to all and give the Gospel to all until death stops them hearing or us speaking.

2. BELIEVERS ARE NEVER TO GLOAT OVER OTHER’S MISSFORTUNE. We are never to rejoice over judgment, even though those judged may have done great evil to us personally. Judgment is God’s strange work and he prefers to save, so our focus is always to be upon such things also. 

EZEKIEL 25:8 – 11
JUDGMENT UPON THE MOABITES

8. Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because that Moab and Seir do say, Behold, the house of Judah is like unto all the heathen; 9  Therefore, behold, I will open the side of Moab from the cities, from his cities which are on his frontiers, the glory of the country, Bethjeshimoth, Baalmeon, and Kiriathaim, 10  Unto the men of the east with the Ammonites, and will give them in possession, that the Ammonites may not be remembered among the nations. 11  And I will execute judgments upon Moab; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

REFLECTION

8. Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because that Moab and Seir do say, Behold, the house of Judah is like unto all the heathen; 9  Therefore, behold, I will open the side of Moab from the cities, from his cities which are on his frontiers, the glory of the country, Bethjeshimoth, Baalmeon, and Kiriathaim,

The next nation of the descendents of Lot is Moab. This nation provided a very important woman into the line of David and therefore the line of Jesus, by the name of Ruth. Ruth 1:1ff, 4:13-21, Matthew 1:5. These people are judged, but from within this nation down the ages there have been those like Ruth, who were believers in the true God, and who became the saved remnant of their people, and so received the Lord’s blessing in the midst of judgment. 

The Moabites have been abusive towards the people of Israel and so they will be judged for their insults. They have dealt with Israel as if they were heathens like themselves. Rather than accept the God of Israel, as they were urged to do, they have insulted the God of Israel and so will receive the judgment of the Lord upon them. Each of their cities mentioned will be destroyed and their people enslaved.

10  Unto the men of the east with the Ammonites, and will give them in possession, that the Ammonites may not be remembered among the nations. 11  And I will execute judgments upon Moab; and they shall know that I am the LORD

The Ammonites and the Moabites will have their frontiers opened up like a ripe melon by the knife of the Babylonians. They will confront their own end through this and will all fall together, as they stood in abuse of Israel together. They will know who the true God is after they have lost their lands, for their gods will not help them and they will see that they have all been deceived. Isaiah had prophesied thee things 100 years before this time. Isaiah 15-16, 25:10-12. Jeremiah has warned the Moabites also. Jeremiah 25:17-21, 48:1ff.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. NO MATTER HOW BAD A GROUP IS, THERE IS STILL THE POSSIBILITY OF SALVATION FOR SOME. Ruth was a mighty believer, with a love for the Lord, and so her birth within a pagan group was not a barrier to blessing, and she becomes a great grand mother of a king, and in heaven she is honoured as a godly woman in the line of Messiah. We are never to write any person off, for while they live there is hope for them and their people.

2. NO MATTER HOW SECURE A FORTRESS, IT WILL FALL WHEN THE LORD DECREES IT. These people trusted gods that were no powers at all, and they served evil, thinking that it would give them power. Only the creator of the universe gives power and might, and he alone gives safety to the people who obey him alone. We must trust for security in the Lord alone, never our military might.

EZEKIEL 25:12  - 14
JUDGMENT UPON THE EDOMITES

12. Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because that Edom hath dealt against the house of Judah by taking vengeance, and hath greatly offended, and revenged himself upon them; 13  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also stretch out mine hand upon Edom, and will cut off man and beast from it; and I will make it desolate from Teman; and they of Dedan shall fall by the sword. 14  And I will lay my vengeance upon Edom by the hand of my people Israel: and they shall do in Edom according to mine anger and according to my fury; and they shall know my vengeance, saith the Lord GOD.

REFLECTION

12. Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because that Edom hath dealt against the house of Judah by taking vengeance, and hath greatly offended, and revenged himself upon them;

The Edomites were opportunists from the beginning; they were true desert dwellers who lived to fight and raid others. The descendents of Esau, they were “wild asses” as he was. Genesis 25:21-34, 26:34-35, 27:39-46. The Israelites were forbidden to hate them and were ordered to consider them “brothers”. Deuteronomy 23:7-8. They would survive within the Arab Idumaeans, and from their number would come Herod the Great. 

They always took opportunity for any vengeance, storing up grudges and vendettas for many years before finding the chance to launch revenge attacks. They were true pagans, living for evil, for lust, for power and for booty. They were like pirates to Judah and sought the chance always to wreak havoc upon any who gave them opportunity. David and Solomon’s Armies had subdued them and made them pay tribute, but that had simply meant that they sought their chance when the nation of Israel split to regain power for themselves. 2 Chronicles 28:17ff. They joined the armies of Nebuchadnezzar and enjoyed the opportunity they then had to exact cruelty upon all Jews, and even attacked and slew the Jewish fugitives who fled from the Babylonians. Ezekiel 35:1-15. 

13  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also stretch out mine hand upon Edom, and will cut off man and beast from it; and I will make it desolate from Teman; and they of Dedan shall fall by the sword.

They have enjoyed killing the Jews, and they looked forward to later moving their flocks into the deserted lands once occupied by Jews. They were keen on plunder and enjoyed the murder of the Jewish people. Their terrible Anti-Semitism will bring judgment upon them. They had been this way since the days when their king hired Balaam to curse them. Numbers 22-24, Isaiah 11:14, Jeremiah 49:7-12, Joel 3:19. 

This land was a prosperous land, and this is hard to see today, for it is desert, with even it’s towns buried in shifting sands. Their prosperity will pass and they will be eliminated from their place amongst the nations, with the Arabs moving in from the deserts and intermarrying with the survivors and forming the new group the Idumaeans. They slew many fleeing Jews and they also will be slain by the very men they have assisted kill Jews this time. Psalms 137:7, Lamentations 4:21-22, Obadiah 10-16. 

The Babylonians exacted as heavy a tribute upon them as had the Assyrians and their prosperity dwindled. They entered the land after the Babylonians and made Hebron their capital, but were invaded by and conquered by first the Nabataean Arabs, then they were beaten in battle by Judas Maccabeus in 164 BC, then occupied by the next Jewish Maccabean leader John Hyrcanus in 120 BC, who compelled their people to adopt Judaism.  

14  And I will lay my vengeance upon Edom by the hand of my people Israel: and they shall do in Edom according to mine anger and according to my fury; and they shall know my vengeance, saith the Lord GOD.

It is God’s judgment upon Edom and it will be powerfully felt by all the peoples around about. Those who are coming to destroy the Edomites will execute God’s justice upon them in stages, and it will be totally in accordance with his will. These people have stepped outside God’s will for them one last and final time, and so they will leave the stage of history as a people, and even their half Arab descendents would finally leave the stage of history during the last Jewish defence of Jerusalem in 66-70 AD.   They would leave the stage that time as allies of Israel.
They would fight hard for the Jewish State against the Romans and their nation would be wiped finally from the earth by the Romans. They were always on the wrong side of the Lord’s will, whether it was opposing the Jewish people in 586 BC, or fighting for the Jewish people in 66-70 AD; in both places they set themselves against the will of God and way of God and so leave the centre stage of history.   Their survivors exist amongst the wandering Bedouin of the Negev.
PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. ANTI-SEMITISM IS A PATH TO DOOM FOR ANY PEOPLE. There is no future in any policy that rests in hatred of any people group, for that is a satanic viewpoint and negatives can never produce anything positive. To hate Israel is even more negative in its impact that standard racism, for God’s special curse is upon those who attack Israel. 

We must warn all peoples, especially our brothers in the Arab world that Anti-Jewish feelings are not in accordance with God’s clear revelation, and even though Israel is under judgment still, and we live yet in the Age of the Gentiles, that it is a dangerously foolish thing to attack or abuse Israel, and all such actions will be judged by God, and the people who do such things will not prosper.  Moslems are told to heed the “Book” and it warns against this directly again and again.
2. ALL PEOPLE ARE TO BE SEEN AS POTENTIAL “BROTHERS”. If people will accept the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord, then they will be blessed and delivered from all harm. If they accept the Gospel message they become actually our brethren. We are to treat all people groups as potential brethren and work, through the Gospel, respectfully and thoughtfully, and sensitively, to see them become so. None are to be considered past redemption until they are dead!

EZEKIEL 25:15 – 17
JUDGMENT UPON THE PHILISTINES

15.  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because the Philistines have dealt by revenge, and have taken vengeance with a despiteful heart, to destroy it for the old hatred; 16  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will stretch out mine hand upon the Philistines, and I will cut off the Cherethims, and destroy the remnant of the sea coast. 17  And I will execute great vengeance upon them with furious rebukes; and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall lay my vengeance upon them.

REFLECTION

15.  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because the Philistines have dealt by revenge, and have taken vengeance with a despiteful heart, to destroy it for the old hatred;

The Philistines are now referred to by some as “proto-Greek” people, although the Bible places them as sons of Ham rather than direct relatives of the classical and modern Greeks. They were part of the “Sea Peoples” who invaded Egypt and fought the Egyptian Pharaoh Ramses III, around 1188 BC. They fought for land and booty, seeking a place to settle. What led such a large group of people to migrate around this time? They appear to have come from the Aegean area, and as populations there were very stable, with no migrations other than colonization expeditions, they may have been displaced by the arriving Dorian Greeks. 

Biblical records indicate they came from Caphtor. Genesis 10:6-20, Deuteronomy 2:23, 1 Chronicles  1:12, Jeremiah 47:4, Amos 9:7. Caphtor is modern Crete, and the peoples of this island and its associated territories were referred to as Cherethites. The Philistines and their land area were referred to at times this way. 1 Samuel 30:14, Ezekiel 25:16, Zephaniah 2:5-6. David alternately fought and befriended them through his life and had a personal bodyguard of Cherithites. 2 Samuel 15:18. 

The pottery of the Philistines would tie them to the Mycenaean Civilization of southern Greece, from before the arrival of the true Greeks around 1200 BC. These Mycenaean peoples were the ones who fought the Trojans and it is shortly after this titanic struggle, told by Homer, that the Dorian people who become the modern Greeks sweep in from the north and take over the area forcing the Mycenaean peoples into flight in their boats. They were a warrior based culture that celebrated warfare, yet they were unable to stand against the tribes of Classical Greeks who sweep in and overwhelm them by their superior numbers and culture.   The Homeric Epics may reflect true history, and the eruption of Thera in these centuries would have destroyed much of their cultural-political-religious power, and the tsunamis caused by the eruption eliminated the bulk of their population before the Dorians arrive.
Whatever the dynamics of the time they finally took to their surviving boats and first crossed the Aegean Sea again and invaded the Hittite Empire in central Turkey, sacking it’s capital Hattusus, then they swept down the Mediterranean Coast and destroyed the ancient city of Ugarit. They then targeted Egypt; the next great Empire of the time, after the Hittites. Like all people who have lost their own lands or things, they had nothing to lose now, except their lives! They felt a rage at all others who had their own places in the sun and took their rage out on all they could master. They were people who loved warfare and gave themselves over to revenge their own defeats on others. They could not defeat the peoples who displaced them, so they murdered all they could and stole everything they had. The story of the brutality of the Trojan War is possibly a good reflection of these people’s ethos for life.

16  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will stretch out mine hand upon the Philistines, and I will cut off the Cherethims, and destroy the remnant of the sea coast.

They liked to live close to the sea, and their cities were trade, fishing, and only thirdly agrarian based. They attacked Egypt and were possibly defeated by Ramses III in 1188 BC and turned back to Palestine to settle, perhaps at Ramses instruction or permission. Because the Egyptian Pharaohs never acknowledged defeats, and always wrote up “draws” as victories, it is possible that he gave them permission to settle the southern Palestine (Origin of the name is Philistine) Coast as a buffer to the Canaanite forces. I believe personally that this is what occurred but at this distance there is no proof anyone can offer. 

Ramses III was an able general and a vigorous warrior who was cunning enough to utilize these warrior peoples for his own ends, and they would, as a foreign people, with no natural allies in the land act as a counterweight to both the Canaanites and the growing power of the Hebrew peoples in the hills. He was certainly right in this assessment and they proved useful to Egyptian politics for several centuries. It will be their Egyptian alliance that will lead to their destruction under Nebuchadnezzar. 

The land they seized was rich fertile country, sitting astride the trade and travel routes up and down the coast to/from Egypt, so Ramses permission would have been needed to seize them, and the efficiency of the Philistines saved Ramses men and effort, and he then had “allies” of sorts to guard the coastal highway. 

Philistine “colonies” also exist for a number of centuries in the Delta region of Egypt and on the Egyptian frontiers with Nubia. This indicates that the Egyptians “hired” these warrior peoples as mercenary defenders of their own borders, respecting their fighting “hero” qualities. The hero based nature of their culture accords well with Homer’s accounts of the Trojan War and with the battles of David’s day, especially regarding Goliath of Gath. 1 Samuel 17.

The Philistines invaded southern Palestine and took the Canaanite cities of Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Gath, and Ekron. Archaeological digs in each place indicates a date around 1175 BC for their seizure and rebuilding as Philistine fortresses. The local Canaanite peoples may have been exterminated, enslaved, or party absorbed. These were the people who celebrated the total extermination of the people of Troy, Hattusus, and Ugarit, so nothing is to be put past them. I suspect from their religious practises and Baalim statues that they absorbed large numbers of the Canaanites (women and children) into their culture (having killed all the men) and borrowed from them while keeping their Mycenaean warrior culture intact. 

They had to re-populate the land quickly and build their numbers of warriors back fast to high levels to prepare for Egyptian trickery or other Canaanite or Hebrew attacks. The way to do this was to absorb all the women of child bearing age and take them as additional wives, thereby doubling the population growth potential within the next twenty years, and training all the young boys and girls up in their culture so that within ten years of the capture of their cities the children have been indoctrinated into Philistine language and culture and are warriors for their new cause. 

We have seen this done in our own age by the Khymer Rouge with their ruthless use of teenage soldiers who were taken from their murdered parents arms and indoctrinated into killing machines themselves within a few short years. The Philistines seized Canaanite cities and villages and built them as fortresses within a few years, and some were significant fortresses. Ekron covered an area of nearly eighty five acres in the end and would have permanently housed over 6000 people, with surrounding villages streaming in during war, giving it a total population of possibly 50,000. 

17  And I will execute great vengeance upon them with furious rebukes; and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall lay my vengeance upon them.

These people had Iron Age culture while the Hebrews initially had bronze only. They were well organized under a structure of lords and city councils, and well coordinated for warfare, with each of the five lords and their cities able to be mobilized as one force quickly, and with democracy operating within the five lord’s council, so that foolish decisions could be outvoted by the others. 1 Samuel 5:8, 11, 6:4, 18, 7:7, 29:1-7. They were vibrant people, strong and pagan to the end, even after being in contact with the Hebrews for several centuries. It may be that some were saved and this was reflected by David’s use of them, as with other people, but as a nation, they remained thoroughly pagan and a constant spiritual test for the Israelites. 

Their end is prophesied, or recorded by both Jeremiah and Ezekiel and it came about under Nebuchadnezzar, who destroys their cities and deports their populations to Babylon in 604 BC after the defeat of the Egyptian army at the Battle of Charchemish, where numerous Philistines would have been killed as part of the Egyptian Alliance army. Nebuchadnezzar moved against them as part of his first Palestine campaign to eliminate all Egyptian influence in the area, at which time he also accepts the surrender of Jerusalem by Jehoiakim, reappoints him king, and takes Daniel and his friends with many of the young nobles into captivity for indoctrination into Babylonian culture. 

The dating of the fall of the Philistine cities produces an apparent problem for this “prophecy” of Ezekiel, for in effect it is already fulfilled, and was so nearly ten years before Ezekiel leaves Jerusalem as part of the second captivity group with Jehoiachin in 597 BC. Why does he include this with the others, when it has already been fully and completely fulfilled. Archaeological digs of Ekron from 1982-1996 gave very clear “book ends” for Philistine culture and survival; they arrive in 1175 and are eliminated in 604 BC. 

With the fixed and sure dates of the destruction of their cities in mind look again at each word of the prophetic announcement of Ezekiel. Note he refers to the “remnant of the sea coast”. The great cities were destroyed, and the bulk of their populations removed, certainly all their leadership, for that was Nebuchadnezzar’s modus operandi. 2 Kings 24:15-17, Daniel 1:1ff.  The prophecy of Ezekiel is announcing final doom upon the remnant of Philistines left in their villages along the sea coast. They will all be destroyed with no survival of their language, religion or any aspect of their culture. This is exactly what occurs to them. Their lords and nobles never return from Babylon and are simply absorbed into the local scene there, and the people left behind are killed in the subsequent invasions (597, 588) or deported to join their fellows. Philistine culture never re-emerges and as a people they remain only on the pages of Homer, Ramses and the Bible. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. NO MATTER HOW MIGHTY, OR NOBLE, A PEOPLE GROUP SURVIVE ONLY BECAUSE OF THEIR PART IN THE PLAN OF GOD. These people did not survive, as they never came to terms with the Lord God of Israel and so they disappear from the pages of history, for they rejected the part they could have played and lived as tests for Israel, never allies in truth.

2. CULTURE AND TECHNOLOGY ARE ALLURING. The Philistines were attractive people to Israel because of their warrior culture, great cities, advanced metal working, and their gorgeous dress and sexuality. They were attractive pagans and spiritually dangerous for all their history. We have such people with us in all ages of history and we must warn the Lord’s people concerning them, for the allure of successful and vibrant culture is strong, especially where the Church membership may lack cultural refinement, wealth, power and advanced education. We must not be seduced by culture, but be led by biblical truth and integrity and commitment to the Word and Will of God.

NOTES
CHAPTER 26

EZEKIEL 26: 1- 14
JUDGMENTS UPON TYRE AND SIDON

1  And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, because that Tyrus hath said against Jerusalem, Aha, she is broken that was the gates of the people: she is turned unto me: I shall be replenished, now she is laid waste: 3  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Tyrus, and will cause many nations to come up against thee, as the sea causeth his waves to come up. 4  And they shall destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down her towers: I will also scrape her dust from her, and make her like the top of a rock. 5  It shall be a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD: and it shall become a spoil to the nations. 6  And her daughters which are in the field shall be slain by the sword; and they shall know that I am the LORD. :7  For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will bring upon Tyrus Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, a king of kings, from the north, with horses, and with chariots, and with horsemen, and companies, and much people. 8  He shall slay with the sword thy daughters in the field: and he shall make a fort against thee, and cast a mount against thee, and lift up the buckler against thee. 9  And he shall set engines of war against thy walls, and with his axes he shall break down thy towers. 10  By reason of the abundance of his horses their dust shall cover thee: thy walls shall shake at the noise of the horsemen, and of the wheels, and of the chariots, when he shall enter into thy gates, as men enter into a city wherein is made a breach. 11  With the hoofs of his horses shall he tread down all thy streets: he shall slay thy people by the sword, and thy strong garrisons shall go down to the ground. 12  And they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and make a prey of thy merchandise: and they shall break down thy walls, and destroy thy pleasant houses: and they shall lay thy stones and thy timber and thy dust in the midst of the water. 13  And I will cause the noise of thy songs to cease; and the sound of thy harps shall be no more heard. 14  And I will make thee like the top of a rock: thou shalt be a place to spread nets upon; thou shalt be built no more: for I the LORD have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD.

REFLECTION

1  And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, because that Tyrus hath said against Jerusalem, Aha, she is broken that was the gates of the people: she is turned unto me: I shall be replenished, now she is laid waste:

This begins a very full prophecy over the great Phoenician trading city of Tyre. Tyre’s king Hiram had been a strong ally of David and Solomon, for he saw in the energetic dynasty a chance to expand his own trading strength. Tyre’s strength rested in it’s navy that was both ready for war and active in all other times in trading far and wide. With Solomon’s ore smelting operation in the Gulf Of Akaba, Hiram obtained trading concessions to sail from there to India, Ceylon and further afield to the spice islands and bring back valuable cargoes which were then trans-shipped through Israel to other parts of the Mediterranean. 

The ships of Tyre sailed from Britain carrying tin ore from Cornwall right across the world to Ceylon, and possibly modern Indonesia and even China. Wealth bound Hiram to Solomon, but Solomon failed to spiritually influence the Tyrian nation and so they maintained their own vigorous paganism with a parallel cult to the Egyptian Isis/Osiris religion of fertility and sexual depravity. Trade and money blinded Solomon to his spiritual responsibility. 1 Kings 10:18-29, 11:1-10.

Tyre had survived several serious defeats at the hands of the Assyrians and the capture of the city twice by them with many people being deported, but they always bounced back under a new king. Nebuchadnezzar was a siege warfare genius and he would capture the city and make the king his vassal. The city lost much of it’s power during this period as Nebuchadnezzar controlled them financially and destroyed their wealth systematically by taxation. 

Under the Persians they experienced a revival again and by the days of Alexander the Great they had rebuilt their maritime strength, with their real power base on the island off the coast 1200 metres from the shore of Old Tyre. They closed their gates against the Greeks and paid dearly for it, with Alexander building a siege ramp across the sea, by scraping the old coastal city’s ruins to form the causeway/ramp, to defeat them by frontal assault up the ramp, which Alexander led personally. 

The old city became a place for drying of nets, but it and the island fortress was rebuilt in later Greek and Roman times and remained a strong trading centre into our own era. Once it fell finally it became a site for drying nets again and the modern town occupies the coast away from the old ruins.

The time the prophetic word came to the prophet was the very year that Jerusalem fell. 2 Kings 25:2-9. Ezekiel tells us that it was the first day of the month, but does not give us the month. Jerusalem fell in the fourth month and was burned and destroyed in the fifth month. The people of Tyre had heard of the destruction and say wicked things concerning it, and it is for these that they are judged. Given the time for the news of the destruction to arrive at Tyre and then be relayed to Babylon it may be as late as the tenth month that this prophetic word was given, perhaps with the exiles from the city already there in Babylon and hearing this word. 

Note what the Tyrians said of Judah and Jerusalem, and for which they are judged.  They were overjoyed at the destruction of the gates and walls of the city of Jerusalem, for that meant she would not rise again for a considerable period and that meant that Tyre would be able to move in on the trade routes through the land and make the money that previously went to Jerusalem. 

As the Edomites thought of the seizure of pasture lands from the devastated lands of Judah, so the Tyrians thought of taking their trade route franchises to themselves. They would make money out of others misfortune and rejoice in the opportunity the deaths of so many gave them, with no thoughts for the dead. Their callous focus upon money alone would be their hallmark through the centuries and would be their downfall finally, for their lack of honour and human concern would open them to judgment, and they would pay a terrible financial price to Nebuchadnezzar for their vassal status. 

3  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Tyrus, and will cause many nations to come up against thee, as the sea causeth his waves to come up. 4  And they shall destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down her towers: I will also scrape her dust from her, and make her like the top of a rock.

The many nations would be literally fulfilled by the Persian Invasion and later the Greeks and Romans; all would invade and defeat or bring to surrender this once mighty independent city.  The mighty fortresses of the city of Tyre on the mainland were indeed to be “scraped” by Alexander the Great to make the causeway, so that even today, as you walk over it you can see the debris of once great fortresses and columns from palaces under your feet. The coastal city is now as flat as a rock, and even the island stronghold is flat also, with its walls broken down into the sea around about her.

5  It shall be a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD: and it shall become a spoil to the nations. 6  And her daughters which are in the field shall be slain by the sword; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

No-one would have thought of this great sea port being a place to spread nets, for the number of merchants was always great in her markets, yet she was reduced to a ruin and the fishermen spread their nets there for centuries. The people caught in the open fields were all slaughtered and the people of this great city realised that their gods were of no help to them. 

7  For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will bring upon Tyrus Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, a king of kings, from the north, with horses, and with chariots, and with horsemen, and companies, and much people. 8  He shall slay with the sword thy daughters in the field: and he shall make a fort against thee, and cast a mount against thee, and lift up the buckler against thee.

After the defeat of the Jewish rebels Nebuchadnezzar will turn his considerable forces against the other cities involved in the rebellion, one of which is Tyre. Ezekiel describes a full siege being raised against the coastal city and it’s defeat and destruction. The great king Nebuchadnezzar will arrive in a show of strength designed to over whelm the people and produce a quick surrender, but the Tyrians feel they can try to defeat or hold off Nebuchadnezzar. It is a foolish decision, just as the later one will be foolish relating to Alexander the Great. Their pride is their down fall and they pay this time financially and with the deaths of many in their fields and streets. 

9  And he shall set engines of war against thy walls, and with his axes he shall break down thy towers. 10  By reason of the abundance of his horses their dust shall cover thee: thy walls shall shake at the noise of the horsemen, and of the wheels, and of the chariots, when he shall enter into thy gates, as men enter into a city wherein is made a breach.

Nebuchadnezzar’s siege engines were sophisticated and powerful and they make short work of the towers of the old city of Tyre. To cover their work Nebuchadnezzar used his cavalry to create dust and blow it over the defenders so they could not see the attackers working and fire their arrows at them. The attack is successful and the troops, even chariot forces pour into the city along it’s streets and create carnage every-where. 

The city falls and the population is either killed or deported from the old city, and the king is made a vassal and from Nebuchadnezzar’s own account, spent most of his time in Babylon, rather than living in Tyre. Nebuchadnezzar took no further chances with these people, but they kept their trade routes and Babylon gained from them rather the Tyrians alone. Jerusalem’s trade routes may have been taken over by the Tyrian merchants, but they paid so much to the Babylonian treasury for the privilege that there was no longer the great profit in it for them.   

11  With the hoofs of his horses shall he tread down all thy streets: he shall slay thy people by the sword, and thy strong garrisons shall go down to the ground. 12  And they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and make a prey of thy merchandise: and they shall break down thy walls, and destroy thy pleasant houses: and they shall lay thy stones and thy timber and thy dust in the midst of the water.

They were strong and well prepared for a siege, both then and under Alexander later. Their men were well trained and tough, as seafarers tend to be. Their wealth as a nation had been wisely used to build up resources for battles, and they had plenty of weaponry and food for sieges, but all will be lost to their enemies, and the Babylonians were expert plunderers and they will take everything they can find in the old city and cast the ruined houses and places there into the sea. The majority of the people of Tyre fled to their island fortress but their king surrendered after the fall and destruction of the old city.

13  And I will cause the noise of thy songs to cease; and the sound of thy harps shall be no more heard. 14  And I will make thee like the top of a rock: thou shalt be a place to spread nets upon; thou shalt be built no more: for I the LORD have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD.

The final doom of the city is spoken again. It will be several centuries until it is fully fulfilled, but the nets are spread over the ruins of the old city within a few years of the utterance of the prophet over them. The places that were so full of song, and had been for over a thousand years are now silent. The old markets, palaces and houses are all just ruins, with the songs sung there only a memory now.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. NO MATTER HOW GREAT A PLACE, IT IS NEVER TOO GREAT TO FEEL GOD’S JUDGMENT UPON IT. Tyre was proud and arrogant about their strength and they did not see the way the world had gone since the collapse of Assyrian power. They trusted their false gods and saw them all destroyed before their eyes, and the loss of all the priests who served the gods in the old temples of the old city. They saw that they had been deserted by their gods, and they are no longer worshipped in the city that has replaced the ruins down the coast. We need to constantly challenge the people of God to see things his way rather than in terms of political power and might. God is not on the side of the big battalions, but is working his own purpose out and we are to focus upon his will for our lives, and not be distracted by political, military, or economic power of any sort.

EZEKIEL 26:15 – 21

15.  Thus saith the Lord GOD to Tyre; Shall not the isles shake at the sound of thy fall, when the wounded cry, when the slaughter is made in the midst of thee? 16  Then all the princes of the sea shall come down from their thrones, and lay away their robes, and put off their broidered garments: they shall clothe themselves with trembling; they shall sit upon the ground, and shall tremble at every moment, and be astonished at thee. 17  And they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and say to thee, How art thou destroyed, that wast inhabited of seafaring men, the renowned city, which wast strong in the sea, she and her inhabitants, which cause their terror to be on all that haunt it! 18  Now shall the isles tremble in the day of thy fall; yea, the isles that are in the sea shall be troubled at thy departure. 19  For thus saith the Lord GOD; When I shall make thee a desolate city, like the cities that are not inhabited; when I shall bring up the deep upon thee, and great waters shall cover thee; 20  When I shall bring thee down with them that descend into the pit, with the people of old time, and shall set thee in the low parts of the earth, in places desolate of old, with them that go down to the pit, that thou be not inhabited; and I shall set glory in the land of the living; 21  I will make thee a terror, and thou shalt be no more: though thou be sought for, yet shalt thou never be found again, saith the Lord GOD.

REFLECTION

15.  Thus saith the Lord GOD to Tyre; Shall not the isles shake at the sound of thy fall, when the wounded cry, when the slaughter is made in the midst of thee? 16  Then all the princes of the sea shall come down from their thrones, and lay away their robes, and put off their broidered garments: they shall clothe themselves with trembling; they shall sit upon the ground, and shall tremble at every moment, and be astonished at thee.

The prophet repeats the prophetic detail again; more formally this time, as a final summary and further description of the events that will soon unfold towards them. The islands (Cyprus, Crete, Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica) of the Mediterranean Sea will shake in their boots when they hear of the fall of the old city of Tyre. The Assyrians were cruel, but more pragmatic than Babylonia proved to be. 

Nebuchadnezzar and his troops truly acted like the newly free, and went berserk towards all others, taking their own suffering out on all they met and could dominate. They had been dominated by Assyria for centuries and so they wrecked havoc and took vengeance firstly upon the Assyrians and then upon any nation who had prospered under them. 

Tyre had been defeated by the Assyrians, and they had suffered many deaths and deportations, but the Assyrians had seen their value and used Tyre, and she had prospered under their boot. Nebuchadnezzar’s Army was far more cruel and ruthless, and they delighted in plunder, for it was this plunder that propped up their economy. The booty of Nineveh established their Empire and paid for their Army, and every wealthy city taken increased their economic base of strength. 

They preferred to have Palestine a peaceful desert than a rebellious province or vassal state, for they produced enough agrarian product as a wilderness, and so the economic value of Judah was limited to them. Tyre was more valuable because 90% of its wealth would be still trading at sea when the city fell. It was imperative for Nebuchadnezzar to inflict such casualties upon them that the people feared ever opposing him again, and then tax them for their lives, so that they worked for him and produced great wealth over the next fifty years. 

Nebuchadnezzar wanted every ship’s company that arrived back to shake in their boots and be overwhelmed by the destruction of the old city, and then see that they could pay the Babylonians off and have their lives and city intact, for then they were more likely to serve him. The prophet predicts this will occur, and that the fear of the Babylonian Army returning will be enough to stop any rebellion even being considered for 250 years. 

Their spirit will be broken and they will roll over into the Persian Empire and they will receive prosperity with their obedience to their masters. They had been a trading empire themselves, and the merchants, multi-millionaires each of them, will step off their thrones and lay aside their wealthy clothes and truly mourn before the God of Heaven and Earth, for they will see that they are judged and judged thoroughly. Not only her own economic “princes”, but all the rulers of every nation they trade with will also step off their thrones and be in fear, that such a mighty and ancient people could be destroyed so quickly and brought to their knees. 

They had been a nation that stood firmly in the sinful pride and arrogance of Satan/Lucifer himself. They had believed that they could be immune from all other powers and that they had truly made themselves invincible. Isaiah 14:12-20, 23:1-9, Ezekiel 27-28. The great city had become so proud and will become totally abased before she recovers again. 

The fall of Tyre will become the symbol of the great nation referred to as Babylon in the Revelation. It’s pride and military and Naval strength is like that of Tyre, and their religion is wealth and power based. Their power emerges from the fallen Roman Empire and it uses all it’s power to rule the earth and dominate trade world wide, and sends it’s sexually immoral message out far and wide. 

As I reflected upon these words in light of the three ancient prophets of Israel a shudder went down my spine, for there is only one nation that has ever fulfilled these conditions, through the last 2000 years and upon the modern earth; and that nation is the USA. The USA emerged from all the nations of the old Roman Empire, building its strength upon migration from all the old Empire of Rome. It built up itself upon godly principles, but that has changed dramatically in recent years, and it’s influence today through politics, military and naval strength, and through finance and trade is as Tyre was. The USA today influences the whole world through it’s economic power and uses that power and it’s control of media to push it’s religion of sex, money, and power. 

A small remnant of believers within the USA still hold it back from total judgment at this point, but they stand on the brink, and may indeed be the nation that becomes “mystery Babylon”. It may be that the USA is the lead power of the Anti-Christ’s kingdom trying to control the earth through economic and military power in association with the nations of the old Roman Empire in Europe. We do not know whether this is true or not; only time will indicate this, but we do know what our response is to be to such a thought. We are to work in whatever place God has called us to work, that labouring as his godly remnant, we do all we can to save individuals from the fires to come.  We are to work in the Spirit in our place in the plan of God and live with eternal life in our sights, not the wealth that mystery Babylon continues to distract us with. 

17  And they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and say to thee, How art thou destroyed, that wast inhabited of seafaring men, the renowned city, which wast strong in the sea, she and her inhabitants, which cause their terror to be on all that haunt it! 18  Now shall the isles tremble in the day of thy fall; yea, the isles that are in the sea shall be troubled at thy departure.

There will be great mourning all around the world when the news of the destruction of Old Tyre and the subjugation of New Tyre is announced. They were the “terror of the seas, tough, strong and wealthy, but they have now been brought low. All the world will mourn for the loss, for when their ships fail to arrive, their economies will also fall. When the Tyrian ships failed to arrive the money stopped flowing and prosperity all around the world was shaken, for it was these people who had set up the “money go round” of world trade of their day. 

This also is the reason behind the mourning of the world in the days of the Anti-Christ, for the entire world is dependent upon the interlaced economies of the great old Roman “Empire” under the Anti-Christ, and the trade that prospers them. As fewer countries control the carriage and financing of their own cargo, all become more dependent upon few nations who then hold power, and if these nations fall the impact is immediately felt everywhere. 

When a nation depends upon another for a key commodity, then each nation’s destiny depends upon the other, but the one receiving key goods is the more vulnerable, both economically and in commodities.  When the crisis comes they cannot manufacture ships/planes and send them off to obtain the goods in time to stop internal catastrophe, nor can they organize finance.   World Trade and inter-dependence is deviously argued today to be the source of world peace. 

This is a lie of Satan himself, for interdependence is the key to one world government and domination by a few, for control of the money supply, or trade, gives power to the one in control and the nations, now dependent upon key supplies that they cannot make.  They must do what they are told to get what they need! The ability of each nation to produce it’s own basic needs is crucial to that nation’s freedom and integrity. If we cannot produce our keys needs we are in the pocket of those who can!  At the local level this is also crucial to understand.  When people no longer can grow or store their own food they are also dependent upon the State, and that makes them individually vulnerable.
This is the key truth at the heart of Satanic government in the Great Tribulation period. Nationalistic fools say aloud, that they would fight, but their fight will be limited in scope and short in duration if they run out of petroleum products, medicines, ammunition, or food.   Let us not panic at this point, but let us go before the Lord, see the truth of our national vulnerability and seek our nation’s stability and safety only where it is to be found.   Our personal and national stability remains only in one place.  That is for every believer to stand in biblical truth, and be obedient in their daily walk in the Spirit in the plan of God for their life. The Bible teaches that even in that terrible time the believers who walk in the Spirit, everywhere upon the earth, will be safe in Christ and will be able to minister until their time to leave the planet, or the Lord’s personal return for them.  Our safety is in personal obedience to the plan, not national strength!
19  For thus saith the Lord GOD; When I shall make thee a desolate city, like the cities that are not inhabited; when I shall bring up the deep upon thee, and great waters shall cover thee; 20  When I shall bring thee down with them that descend into the pit, with the people of old time, and shall set thee in the low parts of the earth, in places desolate of old, with them that go down to the pit, that thou be not inhabited; and I shall set glory in the land of the living; 21  I will make thee a terror, and thou shalt be no more: though thou be sought for, yet shalt thou never be found again, saith the Lord GOD.

This is an announcement that goes well beyond the physical destruction of Tyre as a nation, and if literally applied to her it will be seen not to be true. What can the prophet mean then? The language is language of the pagan world speaking of death as of waters rising, and of sinking into the pit; the place of the dead. The destruction of Tyre can be seen today as you walk amongst its levelled ruins and reflect upon the great civilization that is no more, with all these people in the depths of hell. That is the shocking vision that Ezekiel wants them to have and so reflect upon the temporary nature of wealth and power and serve the living God while they have their fragile breath within them

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. WEALTH AND POWER ARE TEMPORARY. Nothing temporary is to be our focus, for in Christ alone is our strength and in eternal realities alone is stability. All man’s strength is as breath, and in God’s power alone do we stand and have meaning and significance in this short life. Let us urge the Lord’s people to hold to eternal reality and not be fooled by the temporary things of the enemy.

2. DO NOT BELIEVE THAT ANY NATION IS “GOD’S” TODAY, FOR THE LORD’S WORDS ON THIS ARE CLEAR. The Lord’s temptation was to receive all the nations of the earth, for they were Satan’s to give, and they still are. Matthew 4.  We have believers everywhere yet the things that happen in this world are not godly, and the example of the USA in immorality and evil is great, with their television and film industries producing perversion daily. We are called, whatever nation we are citizens of to remember that we are citizens of heaven first and foremost, and serve the living God before all else. Only by our service of the Lord is our nation saved.  All nations will play their part in the Plan of God and it will work out!   We are citizens of heaven and are to live that way.
Notes
CHAPTER 27

EZEKIEL 27:1 – 11
LAMENT OVER TYRE

1. The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 2  Now, thou son of man, take up a lamentation for Tyrus; 3  And say unto Tyrus, O thou that art situate at the entry of the sea, which art a merchant of the people for many isles, Thus saith the Lord GOD; O Tyrus, thou hast said, I am of perfect beauty. 4  Thy borders are in the midst of the seas, thy builders have perfected thy beauty. 5  They have made all thy ship boards of fir trees of Senir: they have taken cedars from Lebanon to make masts for thee. 6  Of the oaks of Bashan have they made thine oars; the company of the Ashurites have made thy benches of ivory, brought out of the isles of Chittim. 7  Fine linen with broidered work from Egypt was that which thou spreadest forth to be thy sail; blue and purple from the isles of Elishah was that which covered thee. 8  The inhabitants of Zidon and Arvad were thy mariners: thy wise men, O Tyrus, that were in thee, were thy pilots. 9  The ancients of Gebal and the wise men thereof were in thee thy calkers: all the ships of the sea with their mariners were in thee to occupy thy merchandise. 10  They of Persia and of Lud and of Phut were in thine army, thy men of war: they hanged the shield and helmet in thee; they set forth thy comeliness. 11  The men of Arvad with thine army were upon thy walls round about, and the Gammadims were in thy towers: they hanged their shields upon thy walls round about; they have made thy beauty perfect.

REFLECTION

1. The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 2  Now, thou son of man, take up a lamentation for Tyrus; 3  And say unto Tyrus, O thou that art situate at the entry of the sea, which art a merchant of the people for many isles, Thus saith the Lord GOD; O Tyrus, thou hast said, I am of perfect beauty.

This chapter is a formal poem, much as Jeremiah’s poetry in Lamentations. It is in the structure of lamentations from the ancient world; the songs sung over the ruins of a city, and the expressions of grief of the people as they reflect upon the loss of the place and the people. 

This is a unique description of the city of Tyre within scripture, and no other place is both so well described and so well lamented for. Nineveh is prophesied over, but there is no loving description of it’s buildings and while Babylon was great and wonderful, containing wonders of the ancient world, the prophesies of it’s destruction do not contain the loving sadness of these two chapters. I suspect the prophet had visited Tyre and knew it personally and loved the place from where Hiram ruled. 

Trade routes went directly from Jerusalem to Tyre and all priests, like Ezekiel, required a trade before they commenced Temple duties at thirty years of age, so it may be that his trade required his visiting Tyre before the Babylonians arrived when he was twenty three to five. The words here read as from a man who has seen and loved the place and it’s people. Once again we are reminded that we cannot give the Gospel to people we have not felt the Lord’s love for, and that preaching to people requires a love and care for their eternal destiny. Ezekiel loves the place, and he loves the people of this city, and he truly weeps for them and the loss of their greatness.

4  Thy borders are in the midst of the seas, thy builders have perfected thy beauty. 5  They have made all thy ship boards of fir trees of Senir: they have taken cedars from Lebanon to make masts for thee. 6  Of the oaks of Bashan have they made thine oars; the company of the Ashurites have made thy benches of ivory, brought out of the isles of Chittim.

Tyre is pictured poetically as a beautiful ship, and her destruction as a shipwreck (verse 26) over which all the sea farers and lovers of beauty and plenty lament. Tyre was the luxury capital of the world, bringing in all the luxury goods from around the world. The borders of the ancient city were both seawards and landwards, but the borders of the island city were seawards only. This lamentation is directed apparently mainly at the island city. 

Tyre was built upon two offshore islands that had been land filled between them. She had two harbours, the Sidonian facing north and the Egyptian facing south. Both were silted up by wind blown sand within centuries of her fall, as prophesied, but in this day they were wonders for those who lived in inland cities, as did Ezekiel. The Sidonian had two parts to it, with an inner port, within the city’s walls, and an outer port for offloading cargoes but also where ships would wait to enter into the main port. 

The cargoes of these two ports were the stuff of legend, and summed up the trade monopoly that Tyre had gained over the centuries on most trade around the ancient Mediterranean Sea. The beauty and strength of their ship building is described here. They used the Cyprus of Senir for the double hulled planking of their ships, the cedars of Lebanon for the masts of their ships, and the oaks of Bashan for their timber oars, and their benches were made of the box wood of Crete, then inlaid with ivory. Their construction was strong and also beautiful. Each ship was a thing of function, strength for storms at sea, and beauty.

7  Fine linen with broidered work from Egypt was that which thou spreadest forth to be thy sail; blue and purple from the isles of Elishah was that which covered thee. 8  The inhabitants of Zidon and Arvad were thy mariners: thy wise men, O Tyrus, that were in thee, were thy pilots.

The ships were strong and beautiful, and the cargoes they carried were wonders of the world. But even before their cargoes are described their sails were things of beauty. In days when sails were considered functional only, and were made of tough and strongly woven cotton/wool or sewn skins, these people used the finest fabrics from Egypt for their sails and they dyed them in bright colours; blue and purple. Their sails became like their flag, proclaiming their trading prowess and their wealth and prosperity. Their ships proclaimed their maritime dominance. Their sails were their “marketing and advertising”, as they were sure to draw the attention of all, for they used expensive dyes on them that most cultures reserved for their nobles and rulers only. They drew on old Sidon and Arvad for their mariners and rowers; so they brought the best in the world into their navy. 

9  The ancients of Gebal and the wise men thereof were in thee thy calkers: all the ships of the sea with their mariners were in thee to occupy thy merchandise. 10  They of Persia and of Lud and of Phut were in thine army, thy men of war: they hanged the shield and helmet in thee; they set forth thy comeliness.

They drew on all the great and ancient ship building traditions of the Mediterranean Sea, and they were able to use all the ships of all nations to charter to carry their merchandise. They had good relationships with all nations because they were advantageous to all nations, and all were able to be prospered by them and did not begrudge them their cut of the profit. They drew on mercenary soldiers from all over the ancient world, with tall Ethiopians and peoples from the Red Sea, and Moors of North Africa, all working together as the guards for the merchandise of the city. 

These varied men were pleased to serve and hang their weapons upon the walls and in the halls of this city, and all were proud to be associated with her and serving her. They were proud to be called after the name of this city-state, for it was a glorious place and mighty in majesty. The feeling around this mighty and bustling city is clearly felt by the words of Ezekiel; it was an amazing place, and was not associated with the evils of, for example, Corinth. It had an ancient majesty that made it wonderful, not evil in feel and appearance. There were the prostitutes and other evils associated with the seafarers, but here it felt clean and good, not grimy and immoral. It was NOT clean and good, but it felt that way, and so when it fell and was defiled by the bodies in the street, it was the more shocking to all who loved her as a wonderful place.

11  The men of Arvad with thine army were upon thy walls round about, and the Gammadims were in thy towers: they hanged their shields upon thy walls round about; they have made thy beauty perfect.

These two places are old Phoenician cities. The first Aradus, an island off the coast of modern Tripoli was a place not unlike Tyre; the second is modern Byblos, or Gebeil. Both had fine ports and traded as part of the great network that was coordinated by Tyre. These places provided their levy of soldiers to defend the city of Tyre, as their HQ for trading enterprises. These alliances were powerful and each place contributed to the other’s wealth, and so when Tyre fell, all these other places were devastated and lost both men and material. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
THE FINEST MATERIAL GOODS DO NOT MEAN ANYTHING SPIRITUALLY. Tyre was a lovely place, and did not appear obviously an evil or bad place, but it’s people had rejected the Lord and had hated God’s people, and were rejoicing in their fall. They would pay the price for their hidden evil. 

Do not be misled by wealth, power and loveliness on the surface. Wonderful buildings and marvellous views do not make for holiness, and smiling, beautiful people do not make for spirituality. We have been too superficial in our assessments of people, places and churches and hypocrisy has destroyed many unwary people because of their superficial judgments. We are to keep ourselves safe, and we only do this by true Bible doctrine in our soul. We are to be fruit inspectors, as the Lord commands, Matthew 7:15-23, not fools!  
Having said this, let us realise that it is not wrong to love a beautiful place and lovely people, but recognize that unless they are spiritual they are lost.   Weep for them, not just for their beautiful palaces.  Ezekiel weeps for them and their place of abode, and he is right to feel the sadness of the judgment coming.
EZEKIEL 27:12 – 25

12. Tarshish was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of all kind of riches; with silver, iron, tin, and lead, they traded in thy fairs. 13  Javan, Tubal, and Meshech, they were thy merchants: they traded the persons of men and vessels of brass in thy market. 14  They of the house of Togarmah traded in thy fairs with horses and horsemen and mules. 15  The men of Dedan were thy merchants; many isles were the merchandise of thine hand: they brought thee for a present horns of ivory and ebony. 16  Syria was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of the wares of thy making: they occupied in thy fairs with emeralds, purple, and broidered work, and fine linen, and coral, and agate. 17  Judah, and the land of Israel, they were thy merchants: they traded in thy market wheat of Minnith, and Pannag, and honey, and oil, and balm. 18  Damascus was thy merchant in the multitude of the wares of thy making, for the multitude of all riches; in the wine of Helbon, and white wool. 19  Dan also and Javan going to and fro occupied in thy fairs: bright iron, cassia, and calamus, were in thy market. 20  Dedan was thy merchant in precious clothes for chariots. 21  Arabia, and all the princes of Kedar, they occupied with thee in lambs, and rams, and goats: in these were they thy merchants. 22  The merchants of Sheba and Raamah, they were thy merchants: they occupied in thy fairs with chief of all spices, and with all precious stones, and gold. 23  Haran, and Canneh, and Eden, the merchants of Sheba, Asshur, and Chilmad, were thy merchants. 24  These were thy merchants in all sorts of things, in blue clothes, and broidered work, and in chests of rich apparel, bound with cords, and made of cedar, among thy merchandise. 25  The ships of Tarshish did sing of thee in thy market: and thou wast replenished, and made very glorious in the midst of the seas.

REFLECTION

12. Tarshish was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of all kind of riches; with silver, iron, tin, and lead, they traded in thy fairs. 13  Javan, Tubal, and Meshech, they were thy merchants: they traded the persons of men and vessels of brass in thy market.

The far coasts of Spain were their common land fall. Places that others considered legendary were their ports of call. All the sons of Japheth, Genesis 10:2-5, and they dealt in all things from slaves to skins, to metals. They traded with Javan-Greece, and with Tubal – Black Sea tribes, and Meshech – Caspian Sea tribes. Refer to the BTB studies on NATIONS, DESTINY OF NATIONS, ORIGINS OF NATIONS, and also NEBUCHADNEZZAR – PRIDE. I place the great king with this study, for the reason nations fall relates to the sin of Nebuchadnezzar more than any other. Tyre became proud of it’s wealth and power and thought they could stand against Nebuchadnezzar, but they were fatally wrong, as they would be three hundred years later when they opposed Alexander the Great. 

14  They of the house of Togarmah traded in thy fairs with horses and horsemen and mules. 15  The men of Dedan were thy merchants; many isles were the merchandise of thine hand: they brought thee for a present horns of ivory and ebony.

The Togarmah are the Armenians, who from ancient days dealt in horses and asses in trade. They provided the animals and the trained riders and instructors for the people of Tyre. The merchants of Dedan and also some from Kedar (more inland) were the traders of the islands of the Persian Gulf. These were the people who gave rise to the later Sinbad stories that have their origin in Dubai, Oman, and Bahrain. These great seafarers traded down the African Coast to Zanzibar and Madagascar, and all the coastal towns in between. 

They also sailed their dhows across the Indian Ocean to what is now, Persia, Pakistan, India, Ceylon and the islands of Indonesia (the “Spice Islands”). They traded there to obtain the Chinese goods that were available, and may even have sailed to China itself for trade. They provided from Africa the super strong black ebony wood for carving into the strongest furniture and walking sticks and staffs, and the whitest elephant ivory for carving into ornaments and inlay work on their furniture and weapons. The sailors of Tyre then brought all these things into the Mediterranean and traded them around it.

16  Syria was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of the wares of thy making: they occupied in thy fairs with emeralds, purple, and broidered work, and fine linen, and coral, and agate. 17  Judah, and the land of Israel, they were thy merchants: they traded in thy market wheat of Minnith, and Pannag, and honey, and oil, and balm.

They had inherited the ancient trading power of Ugarit, after it’s destruction by the Philistine “Sea Peoples” in the 1200sBC, and were the main port of the Syrian Coast that the more ancient ports further north looked to for their trade hub. The Syrian merchants came to Tyre to obtain the most strange, the most precious, and the most amazing of goods. 

Ezekiel mentions the specific markets of Tyre here and they give a clue as to the wealth and amazement of this place in these days of the ancient world. They were the place to go to buy precious stones like the carbuncles and emeralds. They dealt in the purple dye that was the colour of kings, but their wealth was such that their ships sails were dyed with it as a sign to all of their power and wealth. They traded in the best of embroidered work and the finest of line and silk. They traded in brilliantly coloured corals and the agate (possibly ruby) stones. Israel traded directly with them providing wheat from Ammon (Judges 11:33), grape products (Pannag), honey, olive oil and resins from wood for use in medicines and perfumes (balm or balsam).

18  Damascus was thy merchant in the multitude of the wares of thy making, for the multitude of all riches; in the wine of Helbon, and white wool. 19  Dan also and Javan going to and fro occupied in thy fairs: bright iron, cassia, and calamus, were in thy market.

Damascus also traded extensively with them, obtaining things from Tyre that they made, and providing goods back to Tyre; especially wool and wine. The trade and politics of the whole area was intertwined, yet it would not provide peace for them all, for the world was changing under Nebuchadnezzar. 

Helbon is the area north of Damascus that was famous for the best wine in the entire eastern area. The other famous wine of the time was from the Persian area of Chalybon. Dan and Javan linked together tell us that the reference is not to Israelite Dan, nor to the Greek peoples of Japheth, for they have been mentioned above. The land called Javan and the land called Vedan are today Yemen and Aden respectively, and given the products mentioned here that makes the most sense. They were famous for their iron work, sword blade manufacture, and other metal smelting, and also for their supply of cassia and calamus, (aromatic sweet spices – Exodus 30:22-25) which the peoples of this area traded from India.

20  Dedan was thy merchant in precious clothes for chariots. 21  Arabia, and all the princes of Kedar, they occupied with thee in lambs, and rams, and goats: in these were they thy merchants.

Dedan were the peoples of Arabia, east of Edom, and their fame was in the manufacture of horse cloths. The peoples of Arabia proper and as far east as Kedar (Arab Emirate States) provided the sheep and goats for trade with Tyre for manufactured goods. 

22  The merchants of Sheba and Raamah, they were thy merchants: they occupied in thy fairs with chief of all spices, and with all precious stones, and gold. 23  Haran, and Canneh, and Eden, the merchants of Sheba, Asshur, and Chilmad, were thy merchants.

The merchants of the places named were also in contact with Tyre and it’s agents in their ports and cities. Sheba and Raamah were peoples who lived in the area now known as Oman, and traded with India and beyond also and provided spices to the markets of the Middle East. Their specialty was spice, precious stones and gold. These were both found or grown locally, or traded for. The sailing trading partners of Tyre covered a vast area into the Persian Gulf and across to India and beyond, but also they controlled or worked with those who controlled the ancient caravan routes that went through the ancient trade centres of Haran, Canneh (also called Calneh, later Ctesiphon), and Eden on the Euphrates. 

The great caravaneers of the ancient world were pleased to serve them, from the camel caravans of Arabia (Sheba), to those of what is now northern Iraq, the city of Sura on the Euphrates (Asshur), and those of Chilmad, a city on the edge of the desert on the caravan route into the high Steppes of what is now Russia.

24  These were thy merchants in all sorts of things, in blue clothes, and broidered work, and in chests of rich apparel, bound with cords, and made of cedar, among thy merchandise. 25  The ships of Tarshish did sing of thee in thy market: and thou wast replenished, and made very glorious in the midst of the seas.

The description here is one of those that indicates to me that Ezekiel has clearly visited Tyre and seen the place and it’s many exciting cargoes, or at very least seen cargoes in Babylon bound for Tyre; from these verses I believe the former is more likely.  Note his description of the fabrics bound with cords, and within boxes made of cedar. These are not the sort of things described unless personally seen. 

As we read these words we can see and hear the prophet as he thinks back to things he has actually seen. The songs of the Spanish mariners and visitors from strange parts of the world still ring in the prophet’s ears. This was a wonder filled place and the prophet spends an otherwise unexplainable amount of manuscript on them. He does not feel the loss of Tyre at the same level as Jerusalem, but it must be the second city in his heart. 

This was the place of Solomon’s friend Hiram King of Tyre, and the greatness of that greatest of Israel’s kings was felt in both these cities, and both are laid low by Nebuchadnezzar. The “Times of the Gentiles” has come! Refer to the BTB studies below on PROPHECY – DANIEL – NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM, then PROPHECY AND HISTORY FULFILLED IN DANIEL, and then DANIEL’S SEVENTY WEEKS.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GREAT PROSPERITY IS NOT NECESSARILY A SIGN OF GREAT SPIRITUALITY. Tyre was the greatest of trading places until the days of the Roman Empire. They were wealthy and prosperous, but they were coasting downhill on their previous godly associations with Solomon. Great wealth and significant business and prosperity are no guarantee of spirituality, or even of honest trading, as the collapses of large businesses have proved over recent years in the USA and Europe. Let us keep our eyes on the Lord and his will for us, and strive to serve our Lord and God in holiness and the truth of his Word, for then whether we prosper financially or have little, we will be content and always see that we have enough. Philippians 4:10-13.

EZEKIEL 27:26 – 36

26. Thy rowers have brought thee into great waters: the east wind hath broken thee in the midst of the seas. 27  Thy riches, and thy fairs, thy merchandise, thy mariners, and thy pilots, thy calkers, and the occupiers of thy merchandise, and all thy men of war, that are in thee, and in all thy company which is in the midst of thee, shall fall into the midst of the seas in the day of thy ruin. 28  The suburbs shall shake at the sound of the cry of thy pilots. 29  And all that handle the oar, the mariners, and all the pilots of the sea, shall come down from their ships, they shall stand upon the land; 30  And shall cause their voice to be heard against thee, and shall cry bitterly, and shall cast up dust upon their heads, they shall wallow themselves in the ashes: 31  And they shall make themselves utterly bald for thee, and gird them with sackcloth, and they shall weep for thee with bitterness of heart and bitter wailing. 32  And in their wailing they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and lament over thee, saying, What city is like Tyrus, like the destroyed in the midst of the sea? 33  When thy wares went forth out of the seas, thou filledst many people; thou didst enrich the kings of the earth with the multitude of thy riches and of thy merchandise. 34  In the time when thou shalt be broken by the seas in the depths of the waters thy merchandise and all thy company in the midst of thee shall fall. 35  All the inhabitants of the isles shall be astonished at thee, and their kings shall be sore afraid, they shall be troubled in their countenance. 36  The merchants among the people shall hiss at thee; thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt be any more.

REFLECTION

26. Thy rowers have brought thee into great waters: the east wind hath broken thee in the midst of the seas. 27  Thy riches, and thy fairs, thy merchandise, thy mariners, and thy pilots, thy calkers, and the occupiers of thy merchandise, and all thy men of war, that are in thee, and in all thy company which is in the midst of thee, shall fall into the midst of the seas in the day of thy ruin.

Ezekiel compares the wonders of Tyre to a great ship upon the sea being struck by the east wind that would tear a ship to pieces. The entire ship, it’s cargo, its sailors, it’s merchants, it’s soldiers, and it’s repairers will all be lost into the sea and will go down to the depths. 

The appearance of the great ships of Tyre was marvellous and wonderful on a fine day with the wind blowing to fill their sails, but when the east wind storm struck there is no beauty in the ship wreck, and the nation has become a ship wreck.

28  The suburbs shall shake at the sound of the cry of thy pilots. 29  And all that handle the oar, the mariners, and all the pilots of the sea, shall come down from their ships, they shall stand upon the land;

The shock of the fall of the city will bring everyone from their places to stand in bowed silence and shock at what has happened. The grief felt causes all to cry so loudly that the foundations of the buildings shake. The people who have so confidently handled the oars and sails of the great ships, and believed the city and people of Tyre were invincible are standing amazed on the shore. They are all staggered that the one who ruled the waves is brought low.

30  And shall cause their voice to be heard against thee, and shall cry bitterly, and shall cast up dust upon their heads, they shall wallow themselves in the ashes: 31  And they shall make themselves utterly bald for thee, and gird them with sackcloth, and they shall weep for thee with bitterness of heart and bitter wailing.

All the men of the nations who served her will cry aloud for her demise, and will mourn as the eastern world did with dust in the air. They will lie in sackcloth and ashes and weep for the fall of the great city. They will cut off all their hair, a sign of extreme mourning. They will wail and lament for the fall of al they had hoped would last and prosper them. They all believed the city would last forever, and that they could depend upon their lives being in her until they all died old men. 

32  And in their wailing they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and lament over thee, saying, What city is like Tyrus, like the destroyed in the midst of the sea? 33  When thy wares went forth out of the seas, thou filledst many people; thou didst enrich the kings of the earth with the multitude of thy riches and of thy merchandise.

They will formally weep and lament with formal poetic verses that honour her life and death. They will lament the fall of the greatest of all the trading cities, and pay the debt with their tears for her loss. They have brought wealth to the whole world, yet they have fallen in a day and all that wealth is stolen by others.

34  In the time when thou shalt be broken by the seas in the depths of the waters thy merchandise and all thy company in the midst of thee shall fall. 35  All the inhabitants of the isles shall be astonished at thee, and their kings shall be sore afraid, they shall be troubled in their countenance. 36  The merchants among the people shall hiss at thee; thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt be any more

They will as a power be thoroughly broken and will all sink into the depths of the sea of death. All the places that they traded with will be astonished that they are gone in a moment. Fear will be felt throughout the world, for if such a power could fall in a day, what will become of the rest of mankind? Their power is gone and they will not be an independent nation state again. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. NOTHING PHYSICAL LASTS FOREVER. The people of the ancient world believed Tyre to be invincible and that their power would last forever, and all who worked within her trading network believed that also, but it was all false, built upon a false viewpoint of the Lord’s will and the nature of temporal prosperity. We need to keep reminding our people that the Lord alone is our hope and shield and without him we can do nothing. We can relax in God’s care, but all the wealth of man is as frail as the breath we humans breathe!
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CHAPTER 28

EZEKIEL 28:1 – 10

1. The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God: 3  Behold, thou art wiser than Daniel; there is no secret that they can hide from thee: 4  With thy wisdom and with thine understanding thou hast gotten thee riches, and hast gotten gold and silver into thy treasures: 5  By thy great wisdom and by thy traffick hast thou increased thy riches, and thine heart is lifted up because of thy riches:  6  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God; 7  Behold, therefore I will bring strangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations: and they shall draw their swords against the beauty of thy wisdom, and they shall defile thy brightness. 8  They shall bring thee down to the pit, and thou shalt die the deaths of them that are slain in the midst of the seas. 9  Wilt thou yet say before him that slayeth thee, I am God? but thou shalt be a man, and no God, in the hand of him that slayeth thee. 10  Thou shalt die the deaths of the uncircumcised by the hand of strangers: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD.

REFLECTION

1. The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God:

The arrogance of man is the path of Satan, and pride always goes before a fall, as it did before “the fall”. When people start to believe their own publicity they fall into foolishness, and when men believe they are gods they fall greatly into danger of judgment from the real and only God. Herod Agrippa I would later make the same error when he dealt with the descendents of the people of Tyre and Sidon. Acts 12:18-23. God is not mocked, and if he has not judged such people he will; it is only a matter of time. 

3  Behold, thou art wiser than Daniel; there is no secret that they can hide from thee: 4  With thy wisdom and with thine understanding thou hast gotten thee riches, and hast gotten gold and silver into thy treasures:

The words of Daniel to Belshazzar later come to mind here. Daniel 5:18-30. Daniel is a ruler of the kingdom, and especially over the province of Babylon, and so he would have been well known to the exiles, and his grace and favour as well as his great wisdom were respected and he was admired by all who knew him. Daniel 1:19-21, 2:48-49. 

Daniel’s wisdom has been ignored by the Judean kings on their visits to Babylon, and his advice regarding not rebelling has been disdainfully rejected by the rulers of Judah and Tyre. They have joined in the alliance to oppose Babylonian might, and have likely spoken to one another in terms of Hiram and Solomon, but the two men who sit on the thrones of both places are no mighty men; they are fools and arrogant ones at that. Nebuchadnezzar suffered from that same arrogance, but he was a genius. Even as a genius, his arrogance was challenged and corrected by God, and he had seven years of severe physical and mental illness to correct him. Daniel 3:1, 4:26-37. The great king did finally bow before the Lord God and acknowledge him as Lord of all, and most importantly Lord of his own life. He had previously said this, but it was politics not faith that guided his words, as we can see from his reference later to “gods” in Daniel 4:9, 18. 

Nebuchadnezzar went through three steps to genuine salvation; the first was his recognition of the power of Daniel to interpret dreams, and so he acknowledges the God of Israel as one of the gods. Daniel 2:47. Secondly he went back into even more arrogant self centeredness than before. He had “nodded to God” but not recognized his Lordship over him. Daniel 3:1ff. Finally it is his dream of being chopped down that leads to the reminder to him, that he, like all kings and poor people alike, and rise or fall according to the divine plan and power. Daniel 4:10-18. Our destiny is not in our own hands, and it is only the mental illness that lowers him to the state of an animal that corrects, converts and delivers him from his polytheism to the worship of the one God. 4:34-37.

Daniel was the interpreter of dreams, even those not told to him were revealed to him, with their interpretations! Daniel 2:1-19. Refer to the EBCWA commentary by Dr Peter Moses on the book of Daniel as it will open up understanding of events at court through the period we have studied in Ezekiel. Daniel had the greatest of all wisdom, and in the economic area the king of Tyre has had wisdom to make great wealth. He has great abilities to make money, but he has no life wisdom.   It is incredible that both the kings of Tyre and Judah rejected the wisdom of Daniel, but their reasons may be political.  Daniel was seen as “Babylonian” and so they may not have trusted him with their counsel, or sought any from him.   Their own opinion of themselves and their “patriotic” rebellion stopped them seeking godly wisdom.
Once again we are confronted with the heart of the lie of the so-called “prosperity gospel”! Great wealth does not mean great God given wisdom, nor does it mean great holiness, nor does it indicate God’s blessing at all. This self centred (read Satanically inspired) king of Tyre has received great wealth, but God is not there in it, indeed he has insulted and arrogantly opposed God and his plan. He has, like his true master Satan, set himself up against God to replace him. Proverbs 18:10-12, Isaiah 14:12-21. 

Read these three linked proverbs carefully and see their application to the heart of this issue. From the wealthiest man of his age, Solomon, we have the condemnation of those who consider wealth as anything of spiritual significance at all. Wealth is to be used for the Lord, and if we have it we rejoice in it and use it fully for the Lord’s work, but we do not deceive ourselves into thinking that it makes us superior to anyone else spiritually. The king of Tyre lifted himself up and so showed thereby the source of his worldly wisdom. Refer to the BTB studies on HAPPINESS:  EXPERIMENTS IN ECCLESIASTES, WORLD and the study on WORLDLINESS [on page 45].

5  By thy great wisdom and by thy traffic hast thou increased thy riches, and thine heart is lifted up because of thy riches: 6  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God;

They had increased their wealth with business acumen and worldly wisdom, but there was no spiritual content in it, for their hearts were lifted up in arrogance and pride, rather than being respectfully appreciative before their maker. They would not give their maker credit, but took it all to themselves. This remains the central sin of rejecting mankind today, and will be until the end. It is not that they do not believe in a creator, but that they believe they are here to replace him! 

Unsaved mankind prefers the picture of the divine watchmaker, who has wound up the universe and left it to us. They do not want personal accountability, for they prefer personal licence. Because they have chosen the path of arrogance they will have to confront the true God of all.  There is no escape from truth, only delay due to denial.
7  Behold, therefore I will bring strangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations: and they shall draw their swords against the beauty of thy wisdom, and they shall defile thy brightness. 8  They shall bring thee down to the pit, and thou shalt die the deaths of them that are slain in the midst of the seas.

The Chaldeans were, as has been noted above, even more cruel than the Assyrians of old. The Assyrians took many prisoners from the fall of Samaria, over 27,000 by Sennacherib’s own account, yet from the sieges of Jerusalem far fewer survive, and from the last one only 745 people live to tell the tale.  Jeremiah 52:30. Their cruelty is the reason for their own judgment fifty years later. Before they fall themselves, they will bring this cruelty to the other nations that have abused Judah in her plight. 

The prophet records their drawing of their bright swords, and their murder of the beauty of Tyre as they hack through people, clothing, furniture and cloth. The nation of Tyre is brought down to the pit of Hell, and their people disappear as thoroughly as if they had sunk without trace in the sea. Psalms 88:4-7, Proverbs 28:13-18. Like corrupt Judah, their only hope is repentance and restoration by God to their place amongst the nations. This city will rise again, populated by more and more mixed peoples as she develops and rebuilds, but finally her paganism will spell her end. 

9  Wilt thou yet say before him that slayeth thee, I am God? but thou shalt be a man, and no God, in the hand of him that slayeth thee. 10  Thou shalt die the deaths of the uncircumcised by the hand of strangers: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD.

They have claimed to be gods, and the Lord, through his true prophet asks them, “will you in that day say to the people about to slay you ‘we are gods’?” Then they will see that they were just frail men all along. It is always a source of amazement that so many wealthy and powerful people forget that they must leave all this behind at death, and as they leave this earth they are baffled and annoyed that all is lost to them. We are all tasked with delivering the Lord’s message to his foolish creatures, that they are mortal and must give account to their creator, and that they only hope is to accept his terms for life and blessing. Leviticus 26:41. 

They had been blessed through their association with Israel under Solomon and could have taken advantage of this blessing and served the Lord as their God. They had tasted of the truth through their contacts with Israel, but had stayed within their pagan net. Their death will be according to the pagan rules they chose to live by, and these rules are cruel, for Satan’s team have no solidarity amongst them, only similarity in cruelty. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THERE IS NO FELLOWSHIP IN SATAN’S CAMP. Many select the broad pathway of worldliness because it promises more fun that the narrow path of holiness that the Lord calls us to, but the promises of Satan are deceptions and lies. There is no fellowship on earth or in hell amongst his people, for self is their god, and so friendships are purely self directed.

2. ALL HUMAN LIFE IS FRAIL. Nothing physical, financial or political, can prolong the life of a dying man. We are in the maker’s hands alone as we advance through this life. Nothing can keep us safe in this dangerous world, except his power and walking in the safe place of his will.

3. HUMAN SUCCESS IS NOT TO BE CONSIDERED SPIRITUALLY SIGNIFICANT. All people can have financial and political success for a time, from their own abilities, or even compliance with Satanic plans. Success of any sort indicates exactly that, success; nothing more. Just as a miracle may be worked in satanic power, so success may be gained in evil, as wealthy mobsters and corrupt politicians testify to daily.  

We are to be discerning of all acts of power, and issues of status flowing from wealth, power or political connections. We use the discernment of the Holy Spirit, the Word of God and the fruit analysis of the lives of the people involved, in accordance with Matthew 7:13ff, and then are assessments will be safe.

EZEKIEL 28:11 – 19

11. Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 12  Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. 13  Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. 14  Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. 15  Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. 16  By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. 17  Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee. 18  Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. 19  All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.

REFLECTION

11. Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 12  Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.

This passage we enter into here is a glimpse into the very heart and character of Satan himself. The king of Tyre is not Satan, and these verses are not clearly literally true of this last king of Tyre, but they are true of the satanic source of his self centeredness. In this man’s self absorption we see the sin of pride so well illustrated, and this is the heart of Satan’s rebellion and that of all after him who follow him in rejection of the legitimate claims of God over their lives. 

Notice the first phrases. “Thou sealest up the sum, full of beauty and perfect in wisdom”. Now note carefully these words, for this king was an amazing man, and the perfect Hollywood idol and darling of the “jet set” of his day. He was wise in the things of this world, a brilliant conversationalist, handsome and his clothing all made by the best tailors. He looked and sounded and acted as a great king, with greatness written all over him. He looked the part he claimed to play. 

1. 
The first phrase means to be perfectly made in the best geometric proportions. The king, and Satan himself, is compared to a wonderfully constructed building that obeys all the rules of balance and proportion in it’s construction. This very phrase reminds us that He is “made”; he is not the maker, but the one who has been made! He is perfect in all proportions because his maker is perfect and all he makes is perfect. Genesis 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31.

2. 
The person of the king, and the person of Satan were both perfect in beauty. Satan is Lucifer, the “Star of the Morning”; he was the most beautiful creature God made, but the last point is the key; God made him, he was not self made!

3. 
The king of Tyre had great wisdom according to the standards of mankind. He had education, wisdom and knowledge of trade and seafaring, but he did not have “all wisdom”, he just thought he had. This was a day when a person could read all the books and have a knowledge of all things known by man, but wise men and women recognized that they knew only what was “known” to that point. True wisdom, and great knowledge will have humility at it’s heart, for every true scientist recognizes what they don’t know is far greater than what they do! Both this man and Satan erred in this point; for they did not recognize that humility was logical and right! Refer to the BTB doctrinal studies below, ANGELS – SATAN – ADVERSARY, and also SATAN’S DESTINY.

13  Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.

This twelfth verse makes it clear that this passage refers well beyond the king of Tyre to the one of whom he is an example; Satan himself. It was Satan who was there even in the Garden of Eden. Genesis 3:1ff, 2 Corinthians 11:5, Revelation 12:9, 20:2. He was there well before Adam and Eve, and he was the “cherub who covered the throne”.  Notice, that he was, before his fall, the leading arch angel! He had the honour of service as the leader of the angelic host and he rebelled to try to seize power from the one who made him and gave him his dignity! 

This is Zedekiah and the king of Tyre’s sin, for they have been delivered from Assyrian domination by Babylonian power and placed on their thrones by Nebuchadnezzar’s grace and favour, and yet they will rebel! The glory of the appearance of Satan is described in terms of precious stones that shone with brilliance. The beauty of his voice was like a pipe organ, and his appearance as of the most amazing thing.

14  Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. 15  Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.

He had the most important position of all the angels, and had been set there by God himself. He was made and positioned by the creator for glory, but Satan wanted that glory for himself and would not give it properly to the one who gave him all things that led to glory. The demand of the Lord is for humility and acceptance of reality on the part of his creatures. 

This is not a difficult thing, nor is it inappropriate. Why does a creature seek glory and honour for them self and not for their maker who gave them everything?  It is baffling, and only has it’s explanation in the pride and arrogance of a self centred man or woman. 

Satan’s role and place was most glorious, and he knew the holy perfection of his maker and was the guardian of the throne itself, yet he sought to sit upon the throne! His rebellion was not the fault of his maker, for he was made perfectly. The fault was “found in him”; it emerged from within the depths of his being. Once again we are reminded that Satan was “created” and owed his worship to his maker, but put his energy into replacing his maker rather than honouring him. Just so the rebellion of mankind is without logic or excuse and will bring eternal judgment.

16  By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. 17  Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee.

The king of Tyre was a “wheeler dealer”, just like Satan remains one to our own day; he deals in selfishness and evil, in deception and lies, and makes merchandise of people for his own ends. Satan created the first violence from the religion of Cain, who would not accept the need to bring a blood sacrifice, for he believed the fruit of his labours was sufficient to bring to God. He rejected the sin of his life as significant and rejected the need for a sacrifice for his sins. This is the satanic blood-less religion that leads to all violence, just as it leads to the first murder. Genesis 3:17-21, 4:3-8. 

Though Satan had the highest position in heaven he was removed from his place because of his great sin of pride. Pride destroys all who follow it’s deadly lie, and is the main, if not sole, reason for unsaved mankind being in the Lake of Fire with Satan and those angels who followed him. Revelation 20:11-15. Final judgment will occur, but in the meantime all who follow pride will experience being cast down by their maker at some point, for that is his last appeal to them to repent. 

For Nebuchadnezzar it was mental and physical illness, Daniel 4:23-32, and for others it is sickness, defeat in war, or dying itself. All human beings at some point face their mortality and have the last opportunity to repent, but Satan remains staunch in his rebellion to the end, and so does the king of Tyre; no logic will shift them from their fondly held lie, to the truth. Isaiah 14:9-20.

18  Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. 19  All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.

The Lake of Fire in Revelation becomes alive with fire from the very source of Satan himself. This verse explains the ultimate justice of God, and the ultimate in justice from God, in that Satan’s own motive power leads to his eternal judgment and everlasting death. He is burned up from within himself, rather than being “zapped” from the outside by God, he is destroyed from within himself. Rebellion pollutes the life and the soul and all that is around the person who has rebelled, but finally rebellions implode upon themselves because you cannot release great evil without it turning on the people who have set it loose. 

Most of the great evil rebels and tyrants of history die by the very evils they have unleashed from within themselves, for there isn’t any other outcome, given the evil powers that they let consume them. Satan’s end is full and final in the Lake of Fire, and he is eliminated from creation forever with all who followed his deception. Is the Lake of Fire forever? The answer here, from this passage alone is “no”. This should not surprise us if we have read 2 Peter 3:10ff and Revelation 21, for this earth and indeed the whole of this creation, of which the Lake of Fire is a part, are imploded at the end of the Millennial Kingdom and there is a completely new creation.  And yet this is not necessarily the whole picture.
Time and space are dimensions of this present creation, and the glimpse John gets of the next creation indicates by his poetic language that this is a new dimension altogether; which is what we should expect anyway. Hell exists until it is emptied into the Lake of Fire, and it burns until time ends, and the entire old space-time creation dissolves in “fervent heat”. Satan is eliminated, with those who follow him “forever”; that is “until time ends”.  But are they gone, never to be heard of or thought of again. They are the detritus of the old creation.  2 Peter 3:10-13, Revelation 21:1, 4-5, 22:3-5. 

Hell and the Lake of Fire appear to be confined to this present creation, and even possibly to this earth itself. The new heavens and the new earth, are exactly that, completely new. There is a new Jerusalem but it is not in any physical relationship to the geography of this present earth, for this present earth is gone, replaced by a new one, and if you sketch the description of the new Jerusalem from Revelation 21 you will see that John is describing a structure, if that be the right term, that is more akin to a space station than anything known then or even now.  The only hesitation we have in all this is John’s reference in Rev 21:8 to the Lake of Fire, as if, like a “black hole” in our own universe, it still exists in some way as a reminder to the choices that fallen angels and men once made, and that they are indeed eternal, and suffer eternal punishment, but without causing any distress to believers in the new heavens and earth. Revelation 21:4-5. 
PASTORAL APPLICATION
ALL WE KNOW HERE IS TEMPORARY. Even our ‘scientific principles, where correct, only apply for this universe and this creation at this time. Time itself is a creation and it “ends”, as does the earth and all who rebelled upon it! We need to get a strong biblical grasp of the words of Peter and John and Ezekiel and stand in holy fear and trembling before the facts of the temporary nature of this all too solid, read “fragile and doomed” world! We know physics and molecular biology, and yet we do not apply it.  
All that is solid to the touch is simply atoms in arrangement. All will implode at the end and the universe and all that is part of it will be gone in a moment, and only those who through the gift of eternal life have gained their place in the next world will enter it by the grace and mercy of the creator. We need to preach this truth more powerfully than we have to date.

PRIDE IS FOOLISHNESS. For a creature to try to replace their creator is to lose one’s mind! There is no logic to such rebellion; pride and arrogance alone produces this evil stupidity. All who do this are rightly judged by Almighty God.  The gift of life is eternal, and even though the heavens implode, in some way there is a memory of angelic and evil men’s rebellion but without any distress, for all see the perfect Justice and Righteousness of God then.
EZEKIEL 28: 20 – 26

20  Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 21  Son of man, set thy face against Zidon, and prophesy against it, 22  And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Zidon; and I will be glorified in the midst of thee: and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall have executed judgments in her, and shall be sanctified in her. 23  For I will send into her pestilence, and blood into her streets; and the wounded shall be judged in the midst of her by the sword upon her on every side; and they shall know that I am the LORD. 24  And there shall be no more a pricking brier unto the house of Israel, nor any grieving thorn of all that are round about them, that despised them; and they shall know that I am the Lord GOD. 25  Thus saith the Lord GOD; When I shall have gathered the house of Israel from the people among whom they are scattered, and shall be sanctified in them in the sight of the heathen, then shall they dwell in their land that I have given to my servant Jacob. 26  And they shall dwell safely therein, and shall build houses, and plant vineyards; yea, they shall dwell with confidence, when I have executed judgments upon all those that despise them round about them; and they shall know that I am the LORD their God.

REFLECTION

20  Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 21  Son of man, set thy face against Zidon, and prophesy against it, 22  And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Zidon; and I will be glorified in the midst of thee: and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall have executed judgments in her, and shall be sanctified in her.

The city of Sidon was the sister city to Tyre and lasted even longer as a city, although the original peoples are well and truly gone now, and were eliminated through this period. By the days of the Lord the peoples of the sea coast were more Greek than ancient Phoenician. Sidon will have an active church in the days of Paul and he will receive hospitality there on his way to Rome. Acts 27:3-4. The present town is on top of the ancient ruins that go continuously back 3000+ years. Not much excavation has been possible of this site because of its continuous occupation. 

23  For I will send into her pestilence, and blood into her streets; and the wounded shall be judged in the midst of her by the sword upon her on every side; and they shall know that I am the LORD. 24  And there shall be no more a pricking brier unto the house of Israel, nor any grieving thorn of all that are round about them, that despised them; and they shall know that I am the Lord GOD.

They will survive and it will be a centre of the church, but the path to blessing will be a tough one also, for their present state is one of rebellion against Nebuchadnezzar and they will pay the price for their foolish rejection of the man who gave them freedom from Assyria. 

They have acted like a thorn in the leg of Israel through the years, but that will be over in the latter day when they receive blessing through the Messiah of Israel. The only Gentile woman whose daughter is healed by the Lord comes form this city. Mark 7:24-30. They are blessed by Israel’s King and become a blessing through their relationship with him. 

25  Thus saith the Lord GOD; When I shall have gathered the house of Israel from the people among whom they are scattered, and shall be sanctified in them in the sight of the heathen, then shall they dwell in their land that I have given to my servant Jacob. 26  And they shall dwell safely therein, and shall build houses, and plant vineyards; yea, they shall dwell with confidence, when I have executed judgments upon all those that despise them round about them; and they shall know that I am the LORD their God.

Israel will be restored and all the nations will recognize that the Lord is indeed the God of all the earth for the nation of Israel will come back from extinction twice and all who open their eyes to see this miracle will acknowledge that only God could have done this. Sidon will also live to acknowledge this and be blessed by God, but only as they bless Israel.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THERE IS BLESSING ONLY IN GOD’S PLAN. If we are spiritually blessed, it is because we position ourselves in the place God has for us, not for any other reason. Sidon will be blessed as she and her people accept the Lord their God and worship him alone. All peoples are blessed by true worship of the true creator Saviour God.
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CHAPTER 29

EZEKIEL 29:1- 16
AGAINST EGYPT

1.  In the tenth year, in the tenth month, in the twelfth day of the month, the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, set thy face against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and prophesy against him, and against all Egypt: 3  Speak, and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great dragon that lieth in the midst of his rivers, which hath said, My river is mine own, and I have made it for myself. 4  But I will put hooks in thy jaws, and I will cause the fish of thy rivers to stick unto thy scales, and I will bring thee up out of the midst of thy rivers, and all the fish of thy rivers shall stick unto thy scales. 5  And I will leave thee thrown into the wilderness, thee and all the fish of thy rivers: thou shalt fall upon the open fields; thou shalt not be brought together, nor gathered: I have given thee for meat to the beasts of the field and to the fowls of the heaven. 6  And all the inhabitants of Egypt shall know that I am the LORD, because they have been a staff of reed to the house of Israel. 7  When they took hold of thee by thy hand, thou didst break, and rend all their shoulder: and when they leaned upon thee, thou brakest, and madest all their loins to be at a stand. 8  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will bring a sword upon thee, and cut off man and beast out of thee. 9  And the land of Egypt shall be desolate and waste; and they shall know that I am the LORD: because he hath said, The river is mine, and I have made it. 10  Behold, therefore I am against thee, and against thy rivers, and I will make the land of Egypt utterly waste and desolate, from the tower of Syene even unto the border of Ethiopia. 11  No foot of man shall pass through it, nor foot of beast shall pass through it, neither shall it be inhabited forty years. 12  And I will make the land of Egypt desolate in the midst of the countries that are desolate, and her cities among the cities that are laid waste shall be desolate forty years: and I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and will disperse them through the countries. 13  Yet thus saith the Lord GOD; At the end of forty years will I gather the Egyptians from the people whither they were scattered: 14  And I will bring again the captivity of Egypt, and will cause them to return into the land of Pathros, into the land of their habitation; and they shall be there a base kingdom. 15  It shall be the basest of the kingdoms; neither shall it exalt itself any more above the nations: for I will diminish them, that they shall no more rule over the nations. 16  And it shall be no more the confidence of the house of Israel, which bringeth their iniquity to remembrance, when they shall look after them: but they shall know that I am the Lord GOD.

REFLECTION

1.  In the tenth year, in the tenth month, in the twelfth day of the month, the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, set thy face against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and prophesy against him, and against all Egypt:

The siege of Jerusalem is now well in place, and the doomed city will be in the vice like grip of the Babylonians for another six months before famine, disease and the sword execute God’s will upon the inhabitants of the city.  The army of Egypt tried to raise the city by a sally into the land if Israel and the Babylonians left a holding force to ensure the siege was not raised and went out with their army and defeated the Egyptians with ease. And then returned to the siege itself. 

The people of Zedekiah had depended upon Egyptian assistance and backing to defeat Babylon, but Egypt’s defeat at Carchemish eighteen years before, and the battle at the frontier the year later, has still had a severe impact on the Egyptian economy and she has not recovered her strength, and indeed never will again. The Egyptian Pharaoh has taken Sun Tzu’s dictum seriously, “when weak pretend you are strong”, and he has acted far stronger than he indeed is able to be in battle. Israel lost king Josiah to Egyptian arms, then put Jehoahaz in chains, possibly he also stole the Ark of the Covenant, and yet they still try to play politics to use Egypt to balance Babylon, whereas the Word of the Lord is that they ought to embrace Babylon, for Nebuchadnezzar is God’s man to bring balance to the Middle East at this time by defeating Egypt. 

The people of the court have man’s perspective of events rather than God’s perspective and so their choices are doomed. Egypt will receive the same amount of treatment as did Tyre in the prophecies of Ezekiel, for she also is a nation who knew the beliefs and destiny of the Jewish people and whose destiny was inextricably linked to them. Egyptian power will not answer any of the problems of Judah, only God’s power will help them.

3  Speak, and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great dragon that lieth in the midst of his rivers, which hath said, My river is mine own, and I have made it for myself. 4  But I will put hooks in thy jaws, and I will cause the fish of thy rivers to stick unto thy scales, and I will bring thee up out of the midst of thy rivers, and all the fish of thy rivers shall stick unto thy scales.

The nation of Egypt was defined by it’s river, the Nile, and the Pharaoh was defined by his relationship to the gods of the Nile, and the key figure of them for this particular man was the giant Nile Crocodile. Pharaoh is pictured as a giant crocodile hiding in the water, awaiting it’s prey. The strategic thinking of the Pharaoh is caught here also, for he was determined to protect and defend his land and his river, not the land of Judah. Pharaoh’s strategy was to keep Babylon busy and away from Egypt. 

Their treasury was exhausted making up the losses of the great battles of 605 – 601 BC. Significant armies and all their supplies and military equipment were lost, as well as the Philistine trading cities to Nebuchadnezzar. They had lost trade revenue and their armies, and were in no state, even fifteen years after the last defeat to fight a major campaign against Babylonian power, with their economy bolstered by the looted treasures of their enemy’s cities. Babylon had the edge by a mile; both economically and militarily! Pharaoh knew this well and so is rightly pictured hiding in the Nile, for that is exactly what he was doing! 

Judah and the other nations who allied themselves with Egypt had been fooled by the military parades and reviews put on for their benefit when they visited Pharaoh, but the show armies of Egypt were purely defensive forces at this point, unable to seriously challenge Babylon to the rulership of the Middle East. 

The army that had defeated Josiah, then seized and held Haran for three years is dead and gone. The error of Pharaoh is identifying himself with his river, and feeling that “he made it for himself”. Like the king of Tyre, he has identified himself with his gods and claimed power that is not his as the creator, and he has believed himself to be invincible when identified with the river and the gods of it.  He was in fatal error in this belief.  
He has no logical reason to be this stupid, for the Assyrians had seized Egypt and made it a province of their empire eighty years before this time, and the Lord’s Word to them is that Babylon will do the same to them, as will the Persian Empire afterwards, then the Greeks of Alexander, then the Romans. What does the image of Pharaoh’s demise mean? It is clear that he will be taken from his river, “drawn by hooks” is a clear image of defeat and servitude. But what does the image of fish sticking to his scales mean? It means that the fall of Pharaoh will draw in all the people of the river, the ordinary Egyptians who serve Pharaoh, and they will suffer the same fate as their king.

5  And I will leave thee thrown into the wilderness, thee and all the fish of thy rivers: thou shalt fall upon the open fields; thou shalt not be brought together, nor gathered: I have given thee for meat to the beasts of the field and to the fowls of the heaven. 6  And all the inhabitants of Egypt shall know that I am the LORD, because they have been a staff of reed to the house of Israel.

The army of Egypt will indeed face off against Nebuchadnezzar in the open desert, which was favoured for battle, to minimize civilian casualties and also allow maximum manoeuvre for their chariot forces. The people who fall in this great battle will be left dead on the field. There will be none alive to bury them, nor will their enemy bury them, but they will be left there to rot and be eaten by the jackals and the birds of carrion of the deserts. 

The purpose of their defeat is to draw them to reality; to cause them to acknowledge that they have been deceitful to Judah and the other nations that trusted in them. They have been a weak reed masquerading as a strong staff. All who falsely swear before the Lord will pay for their lies with death, just as the false Judeans will. Jeremiah 34:17-22. One hundred years before the Assyrians had referred to Egyptian power as a “broken reed”, and then had proved their boast by seizing the entire land of Egypt and taking it into their empire. 2 Kings 18:19-25, Isaiah 20:3-6, 30:1-7, 31:1-3, 36:4-10. 

With the clear testimony of God’s servant Isaiah regarding Egypt, and the events surrounding Josiah’s death, why would the Judean people return to Egypt when it was so clearly forbidden? They have rejected the sure Word of God, and all who reject God’s truth will accept anything, and pay for their foolishness with the loss of everything. Jeremiah 2:36-37.

7  When they took hold of thee by thy hand, thou didst break, and rend all their shoulder: and when they leaned upon thee, thou brakest, and madest all their loins to be at a stand. 8  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will bring a sword upon thee, and cut off man and beast out of thee.

The Egyptians had claimed to be strong and stable and ready for the re-match with Babylon. They pretended to have the armies and equipment needed for the fight that was coming, but they were deceiving the Judeans, and possibly even themselves. When the Jewish government leaned upon them they initially “put their shoulder out”, then when they tried again the strength of Egypt the “bruised reed” broke completely and they all shook in their pants! 

The Egyptians have reason for their loins to quiver, and it is not anything pleasant. The Lord is mocking them here, for they have provocatively, even sexually played with Judah, but they will shake now, for they know there is no hope against the Babylonian army, and that their cruelty will be great towards them after Haran and Carchemish, and now the rebellion that has cost so many lives. All the battles of twenty years that the Babylonians have had to fight in the south because of Egyptian treachery will be paid in full upon the architect of the wars, and their frustrations and rage at Egypt will all be taken out in their seizure of the land of the pharaohs and their looting of it.

9  And the land of Egypt shall be desolate and waste; and they shall know that I am the LORD: because he hath said, The river is mine, and I have made it. 10  Behold, therefore I am against thee, and against thy rivers, and I will make the land of Egypt utterly waste and desolate, from the tower of Syene even unto the border of Ethiopia.

The Babylonian Empire did not control Egypt for long, and the reason is not lack of armies, but lack of value to them. Egypt is likely nearly bankrupt when they promised Judah and the other kings that they would help against Babylon, and so there is little left after the initial looting. The Nile floods provided food, and that was probably levied, but there was little else. 

Egypt was desolate for years after the Babylonian invasion. From the border fortress city of Migdol to the last city before the Ethiopian frontier at what is now the Aswan Dam (Syene), from one place to the other there will be burning cities and towns and dead people. The Babylonians will wreck vengeance upon the land that has been their enemy for twenty years, and all their hatred, and every friend the soldiers have lost in battles will be paid out in full in Egyptian blood during that terrible campaign.  The Babylonian invasion will be a blood bath of revenge.
11  No foot of man shall pass through it, nor foot of beast shall pass through it, neither shall it be inhabited forty years. 12  And I will make the land of Egypt desolate in the midst of the countries that are desolate, and her cities among the cities that are laid waste shall be desolate forty years: and I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and will disperse them through the countries.

Travel through the land of Egypt will be disrupted for years. The camel trains will stop, for there will be no organized government for a long time to ensure either law and order or stability in trade, and the survivors of the people will be reduced to subsistence living. Many will be captured and will become servants and slaves to their oppressors, and for forty years they will have desolation in their land. The Babylonians chronicles record the captivity of Egyptians from Pontus to Babylon, and it is likely that forty years later, when Cyrus came to the throne, that only then he released them to return to their native land. Jeremiah 46:18-28. 

They will not be lost, but will be restored and their nation will rise again, but as a part of the Persian Empire. Cyrus’ genius is seen in his release of the captives of Babylonian power, for he immediately creates thereby a pro-Persian faction in each land and each place that captives return from drops into the Empire over the first few years.

13  Yet thus saith the Lord GOD; At the end of forty years will I gather the Egyptians from the people whither they were scattered: 14  And I will bring again the captivity of Egypt, and will cause them to return into the land of Pathros, into the land of their habitation; and they shall be there a base kingdom.

Egypt will be restored as a kingdom, but it will never recover from the Babylonian invasion that killed it’s leaders and ruling classes so thoroughly. Judah was saved from insignificance because it’s leaders were brought into captivity at the first two captures of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, thus ensuring that the best genes within the gene pool of Judah were preserved and the entire nation would be rebuilt from the genetic inheritance of it’s best and most intelligent people. 

The opposite thing happened to the Egyptians, with their best people slain, and the survivors of them taken into captivity. The people of lowest intelligence were the majority of survivors, and with the intelligent ones gone and their learning and history swept away with the looting fires in the libraries and temples, there was not the basic gene pool of intelligence to produce enough people with the ability to rule. Many centuries had to pass before there were a few leaders again, and even then it will be by intermarriage with the Macedonian Greeks, that their next local kings and queens will emerge. 

Egypt will not survive and be great again, nor politically rebuild power, from the slaughter of her ruling class. They will be a “base kingdom”, small players upon the stage of history until the end of time and the Messiah’s return. It is the return of the Lord Jesus Christ that will restore Egypt to greatness as the believers there rebuild a mighty kingdom once more, with greater glory than the ancient pharaohs ever knew.

15  It shall be the basest of the kingdoms; neither shall it exalt itself any more above the nations: for I will diminish them, that they shall no more rule over the nations. 16  And it shall be no more the confidence of the house of Israel, which bringeth their iniquity to remembrance, when they shall look after them: but they shall know that I am the Lord GOD.

The nation of Egypt had ruled many kingdoms, but those days are over forever. Never again will they be the confidence of Judah and Israel, nor will the Jewish people safely trust them ever again. The Egyptians will have a relationship with the Jewish people, and where it is respectful there will be blessing both ways. When both nations look back at history they will both acknowledge the Lord their God and see that they have suffered when they opposed his will and been prospered only when they have accepted it. Isaiah 19:11-25. 

They will be greatly blessed, but by fellowship with Israel and her Messiah, not ever by rulership with them again. Isaiah records that both Iraq and Egypt will have the same populations as Israel in that day, and be equal nations before the Lord.  Verses 24-25.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. GOD’S WAY IS THE RIGHT WAY, AND THERE IS NO OTHER WAY TO BE SAVED THAN TO WALK IN GOD’S WAY. God’s plans are perfect and his will is being worked out thoroughly. Nations rise and fall in accordance with their obedience to God alone, not in accordance with their arsenals.

2. THE POWERS OF MAN AWAY FROM GOD ARE ALL BROKEN REEDS. No power can stand against the will of God, nor can any strategy stand against the Lord. We depend upon the Lord alone or we are not delivered.

EZEKIEL 29:17 – 21

17. And it came to pass in the seven and twentieth year, in the first month, in the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 18  Son of man, Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon caused his army to serve a great service against Tyrus: every head was made bald, and every shoulder was peeled: yet had he no wages, nor his army, for Tyrus, for the service that he had served against it: 19  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will give the land of Egypt unto Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon; and he shall take her multitude, and take her spoil, and take her prey; and it shall be the wages for his army. 20  I have given him the land of Egypt for his labour wherewith he served against it, because they wrought for me, saith the Lord GOD. 21  In that day will I cause the horn of the house of Israel to bud forth, and I will give thee the opening of the mouth in the midst of them; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

REFLECTION

17. And it came to pass in the seven and twentieth year, in the first month, in the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 18  Son of man, Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon caused his army to serve a great service against Tyrus: every head was made bald, and every shoulder was peeled: yet had he no wages, nor his army, for Tyrus, for the service that he had served against it:

After 27 years of captivity for Judah, around 572 BC, Nebuchadnezzar completed his assault and capture of Tyre and took it’s people into captivity.  The king was taken to Babylon and the people were all shaved (ritually humiliated as slaves) and with sun burned backs and shoulders were marched into captivity in Babylon. 

Tyre had used its time under siege to smuggle most of it’s moveable wealth away to other places. Even though the siege was successful and the loot was extensive it wasn’t enough to offset the costs of the army in the field for the two plus years required and so Nebuchadnezzar looked for a better pay packet for his army and source of replenishment for the treasury. 

Egypt had bankrupted itself by its failed wars against Babylon over the forty years (610 – 570) but their palaces were still covered in gold and their furniture and clothing was still rich. They were asset rich but cash poor, which was a problem for them, but not for a conqueror who would take everything and turn it into cash.

19  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will give the land of Egypt unto Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon; and he shall take her multitude, and take her spoil, and take her prey; and it shall be the wages for his army. 20  I have given him the land of Egypt for his labour wherewith he served against it, because they wrought for me, saith the Lord GOD. 21  In that day will I cause the horn of the house of Israel to bud forth, and I will give thee the opening of the mouth in the midst of them; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

The Egyptians will be the wages for Babylon for services rendered in judgment on other places. The Lord makes it clear that the Babylonians are paying off debts from way back to the nations who are judged and Egypt deserves all she is going to get here for the years of deceit that has led to hundreds of thousands of dead amongst the Jewish people, let alone others! Archaeology tells us that the sieges of each of the cities taken by the Babylonians were fierce and Nebuchadnezzar’s own figures for captives (which would be expected to be inflated if anything) are pitifully few. Of a population of at least half a million people in the land at the start of the fall of Assyria, there are fewer than 15,000 recorded survivors from which the nation is rebuilt in captivity to just over 30,000 returnees. This group will rebuild to several million by the first century of our era and then be decimated again by the great revolt of 66-70 AD. 

The cost in lives to Judah was extensive, and all of it was because the Egyptians pretended to be able to do something they couldn’t do! Zedekiah feared the worst, but his counsellors believed they could carry this plan out and that the Egyptians would relieve them. They were willingly and wilfully deceived, but the Egyptians will pay in full for their lies through these tragic years. The Egyptians will be restored as a nation, but as a minor player forever, whereas the strength of Judah will blossom again in captivity and they will re-emerge from Babylon stronger than they ever were before and will build a stronger society than before.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. THERE IS GOD’S SIDE IN HISTORY AND THE LOSING SIDE. To be out of step with the Lord is to be one step from disaster. Let us urge the people who will hear our words to walk closely to the Lord in all things.

CHAPTER 30

EZEKIEL 30:1 – 19
THE DAY OF JUDGMENT UPON EGYPT

1. The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Howl ye, Woe worth the day! 3  For the day is near, even the day of the LORD is near, a cloudy day; it shall be the time of the heathen. 4  And the sword shall come upon Egypt, and great pain shall be in Ethiopia, when the slain shall fall in Egypt, and they shall take away her multitude, and her foundations shall be broken down. 5  Ethiopia, and Libya, and Lydia, and all the mingled people, and Chub, and the men of the land that is in league, shall fall with them by the sword. 6  Thus saith the LORD; They also that uphold Egypt shall fall; and the pride of her power shall come down: from the tower of Syene shall they fall in it by the sword, saith the Lord GOD. 7  And they shall be desolate in the midst of the countries that are desolate, and her cities shall be in the midst of the cities that are wasted. 8  And they shall know that I am the LORD, when I have set a fire in Egypt, and when all her helpers shall be destroyed. :9  In that day shall messengers go forth from me in ships to make the careless Ethiopians afraid, and great pain shall come upon them, as in the day of Egypt: for, lo, it cometh. 10  Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also make the multitude of Egypt to cease by the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon. 11  He and his people with him, the terrible of the nations, shall be brought to destroy the land: and they shall draw their swords against Egypt, and fill the land with the slain. 12  And I will make the rivers dry, and sell the land into the hand of the wicked: and I will make the land waste, and all that is therein, by the hand of strangers: I the LORD have spoken it. 13  Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also destroy the idols, and I will cause their images to cease out of Noph; and there shall be no more a prince of the land of Egypt: and I will put a fear in the land of Egypt. 14  And I will make Pathros desolate, and will set fire in Zoan, and will execute judgments in No. 15  And I will pour my fury upon Sin, the strength of Egypt; and I will cut off the multitude of No. 16  And I will set fire in Egypt: Sin shall have great pain, and No shall be rent asunder, and Noph shall have distresses daily. 17  The young men of Aven and of Pibeseth shall fall by the sword: and these cities shall go into captivity. 18  At Tehaphnehes also the day shall be darkened, when I shall break there the yokes of Egypt: and the pomp of her strength shall cease in her: as for her, a cloud shall cover her, and her daughters shall go into captivity. 19  Thus will I execute judgments in Egypt: and they shall know that I am the LORD.

REFLECTION

1. The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Howl ye, Woe worth the day! 3  For the day is near, even the day of the LORD is near, a cloudy day; it shall be the time of the heathen.

The worst of the enemies of truth within Judah itself had fled to Egypt and the other heathen nations around about, and they had felt very safe in hiding there, but their days are numbered. There will be justice unleashed upon all the surrounding nations who have played their part in Judah’s fall. Egypt is the central figure of the time because of her deceit in planning rebellions that she could not follow through on, hoping that by exhausting the Babylonians in fighting other nations there would be fewer risks to themselves in the end. 

The show down between the two “great powers“ was always going to happen, it was only a matter of timing. Carchemish had been a titanic battle with possibly hundred of thousands of casualties. It was severe, but not final, any more than the battle on the border of Egypt was a year later. As far as the world thought the Egyptians were strong still. The Lord is saying to them and all who watch them that the clouds are gathering, and in a land where there are no clouds there will be a rain of judgment upon them for all their lies.

4  And the sword shall come upon Egypt, and great pain shall be in Ethiopia, when the slain shall fall in Egypt, and they shall take away her multitude, and her foundations shall be broken down. 5  Ethiopia, and Libya, and Lydia, and all the mingled people, and Chub, and the men of the land that is in league, shall fall with them by the sword.

These words are like a formal lament over the land, stated in poetic form, as a dirge for the dead. The foundations of the nation will be unhinged by the slaughter that will unfold. Records do not state just how fierce the slaughter was in Egypt. It may even be that Nebuchadnezzar did not boast over what was the destruction of a great civilization that gets well over the line for a war crime in our day. 

The very population base of intelligent leadership was completely broken by this invasion. All the intelligent people, all the skilled artisans, and all who could rebuild the nation are removed by death or exile. The fabric of Egyptian society is shredded. No matter how strong or able the men who fight the Babylonians, they will fall before them, for the doom of Egypt is announced  by God; their day in the sun as a nation is over. There are many mercenaries in the Egyptian armies and all will suffer the fate of their masters. The people “in league”, may refer to the Jews who fled to Egypt, as their allied nation against Babylon after the Babylonian invasion. Jeremiah 42-44. It may also refer to the colonies of Jewish and Philistine and Greek mercenaries who lived in Egypt.

6  Thus saith the LORD; They also that uphold Egypt shall fall; and the pride of her power shall come down: from the tower of Syene shall they fall in it by the sword, saith the Lord GOD. 7  And they shall be desolate in the midst of the countries that are desolate, and her cities shall be in the midst of the cities that are wasted.

The nations that support and strengthen Egypt will also fall, and those who depend upon her for strength will be embarrassed of their trust in her in that day. The reputation of Egypt will be gone in that day and nations that previously looked up to her will not ever again. The fall of the nation that ruled the Nile for three thousand years in glory will be brought down to a second rate and then a third rate power. Their cities were wonders of the ancient world, but her ancient cities will be glorious no more. The ancient capitals of Egypt fell into decay, replaced by the new Greek city of Alexandria and later Cairo. The grandeur is gone replaced by a nation of few with the ability to rule and master trade, in a land that saw the invention of most knowledge and trades.

8  And they shall know that I am the LORD, when I have set a fire in Egypt, and when all her helpers shall be destroyed. 9  In that day shall messengers go forth from me in ships to make the careless Ethiopians afraid, and great pain shall come upon them, as in the day of Egypt: for, lo, it cometh.

All who hear of the collapse of Egypt will be amazed. For three thousand years she has stood as the pinnacle of the cultured nations of the Middle East. Her culture was ancient and her power extensive, and her wealth built up through the centuries was built by each flooding of the Nile. They had experienced their ups and downs through the centuries but Egypt had always been there as a great nation. 

If she had fallen before she had always risen again, but there would be no more after Babylon destroyed their gene pool, for there were none then left to draw upon. Other dwelt without care because of her strength, but that day is over and the Ethiopians are amazed and concerned for their own strength rested upon the shoulders of Egyptian power and with it gone they are bereft. The day that none thought could ever come has arrived; a day of judgment like nothing before or since.

10  Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also make the multitude of Egypt to cease by the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon. 11  He and his people with him, the terrible of the nations, shall be brought to destroy the land: and they shall draw their swords against Egypt, and fill the land with the slain.

The population will be decimated and the majority of the nation are slain according to these verses. We are used to tales of cruelty from the ancient world, and many conquerors are ruthless, but the Babylonians under Nebuchadnezzar appear to have surpassed even the rulers of Assyria in his cruelty and slaughter. It stops just short of total genocide what is described here. This is worse than anything we have ever seen or heard of since the Holocaust of WWII.

12  And I will make the rivers dry, and sell the land into the hand of the wicked: and I will make the land waste, and all that is therein, by the hand of strangers: I the LORD have spoken it. 13  Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also destroy the idols, and I will cause their images to cease out of Noph; and there shall be no more a prince of the land of Egypt: and I will put a fear in the land of Egypt.

All the canals of Egypt, like those of Babylonia supplied water to the fields away from the Nile itself, guaranteeing the prosperity of the land. To keep a canal system running requires architects, engineers and political coordination, financial support, and administration. All the people who hold this civilization together are slaughtered. It is Nebuchadnezzar’s purpose that Egypt will not rise as a super power again, and he will be successful. 

It may also be that the invasion occurs at a time of drought in Africa, for when the rains do not fall in the central nations of Africa the source of the Nile can fall to low levels and the Nile itself fails to flood. This caused great commotion in Egypt, and occurred for seven years in the days of Joseph. Genesis 41:25ff. 

When drought occurs and farmers cannot farm their land they must sell it to obtain food to live, and so the land is alienated from those who work it. In Joseph’s day he bought the land for the State and kept the people upon it to work it for the financial security of the State. This action set up Egyptian power for centuries, but the opposite occurs here, with evil men taking control of the drought blighted land and the survivors of the people becoming slaves where once they lived in plenty on their own land. 

The people’s faith in their idols is broken, for the temples are destroyed and the idols smashed or taken into Babylonian exile. It was the habit of the Babylonians to destroy a people and steal their gods from their broken temples and place their gods in Babylon, around the Babylonian gods as worshippers of them. By this they proclaimed the victory of their gods over their defeated enemies, and the exiles from that nation were forced regularly to visit the temples and see the statues of their gods paying worship to the gods of Babylon. By this the people’s faith in their own gods were destroyed, for they had not been saved by them. In the days of Moses God had judged the key Egyptian gods, one by one, through the plagues sent into the land of the Nile. Exodus 12:12, 18:11. 

In the days of Moses their gods were all judged and found powerless before the true God of all, and so now after another 800 years the gods of Egypt finally fall completely and the people lose their allegiance to them. Paganism continues in Egypt, but the gods worshipped are those of other nations, mainly Greece and Rome, and when Christianity comes Egypt becomes a strongly Christian land, and this only stops with the Arab invasions and the arrival of Islam. 

The great temple of Ptah at Memphis (Noph) is deserted and the rituals and teachings of their three thousand year old religions are forever a mystery to the survivors, who were the poor of the land and not able to restart them in the glory they had been practised in before. No Pharaoh of note will rule again and they will fall into the Persian rulership, then the Macedonian Greek, to be ruled by the Ptolemies. Many think Cleopatra was Egyptian, but she was not (all of the Cleopatras – for there were several through the centuries); they were all Greek-Egyptian mixed race. 

14  And I will make Pathros desolate, and will set fire in Zoan, and will execute judgments in No. 15  And I will pour my fury upon Sin, the strength of Egypt; and I will cut off the multitude of No. 16  And I will set fire in Egypt: Sin shall have great pain, and No shall be rent asunder, and Noph shall have distresses daily.

The origin of the nation of Egypt was Upper Egypt (Pathros) and it will be desolate. The cradle of their civilization is ruined and desolate of people. Zoan is Tanis, the chief city of the gods of Lower Egypt. No is the city of Thebes in Upper Egypt. By moving from upper to lower and back to Upper Egypt, Ezekiel makes the strong point that the devastation is total, throughout all the land. Sin is the city of Pelusium, and Noph is, as we have seen, Memphis. 

The Babylonians do not stop until they reach the Ethiopian deserts. They slaughter the people of this pleasant land as they go. There is no doubt about the orders Nebuchadnezzar gave over this land; he wanted them never to rise again! Their defences are torn to pieces. The language used is that of a wild lion tearing apart the carcass of its prey. Nebuchadnezzar pictured himself as the Babylonian lion and he certainly will act this way here. The Egyptians are exterminated for the evils of their rulers in the most thorough manner. Their nation is judged totally. 

They had heard the Gospel from Moses, from Solomon and knew of all the prophets, and have ignored them all. They have agreed with the arrest and imprisonment of the man they consider the traitor Jeremiah and they have played Judah as a pawn to try to exhaust Babylon. Their callous use of Jewish blood to save Egyptian blood will be paid back in full within sixteen years of the fall of Jerusalem. The distress of each of these cities will arrive in the bright light of day as the enemy soldiers pour in to execute judgment upon them all, and the survivors will be daily in distress with the food shortages and lack of all the things their civilization previously provided. This was a land of universities, medical schools, engineering and religious careers, military and naval building industries, and overnight it becomes a land of subsistence farmers, and it has remained so ever since. Deuteronomy 4:23-24.

17  The young men of Aven and of Pibeseth shall fall by the sword: and these cities shall go into captivity. 18  At Tehaphnehes also the day shall be darkened, when I shall break there the yokes of Egypt: and the pomp of her strength shall cease in her: as for her, a cloud shall cover her, and her daughters shall go into captivity. 19  Thus will I execute judgments in Egypt: and they shall know that I am the LORD.

The young men of the first two towns mentioned were favoured by their birth to live in such cultured and educated cities, where university level training was given in religion, the arts, and engineering. Aven is the city of Heliopolis (the city of the Sun God), and Piheseth is the city of the Cat god Pasht, and is Bubastis. Tehaphnehes is the city of Tahpanhes or Daphne, and was the fortress town on the borders of Egypt to which the fugitives with Jeremiah fled. Jeremiah 43-44. 

The skies will darken with the smoke of the sack of this fortress and the strength of Egypt will fall there, her power broken (the yoke = her power). This was the place where visiting dignitaries would see the pomp and majesty of the best Egyptian army, but it was all show, with nothing behind it to stand against Nebuchadnezzar’s mighty all conquering forces. The women of the fortress will all be taken into captivity and the people will know that they have been judged by God, for their fall will be so catastrophic. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. OFF SIDE WITH GOD = OUT OF HISTORY. The Egyptian peoples have never recovered from the fall of their kingdom in the 570s BC. It is a salutary reminder that grace and mercy has a limit and God’s patience with Egypt was reached, and they were called to account for the murders of hundreds of thousands of others due to their politics. 

We must be serious in our preaching of God’s judgment, because we err when we carelessly shed innocent blood in other nations for so called “worthy reasons”. God hates injustice and will execute judgment upon nations that carelessly treat others as animals. 

Babylon goes too far in their judgments, and become animal like in their invasion and they will be judged by this same method in the fall of their city and the crushing of later rebellions within it. If you visit Babylon today its ruins are no more glorious than the ruins of Egypt. All who fail to do the Lord’s will perish, and their civilizations with them. Let us stand in holy fear before the Lord, for modern “New Babylon”, wherever it is, will fall just as surely as these great nations did. 

EZEKIEL 30:20  - 26

20. And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first month, in the seventh day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 21  Son of man, I have broken the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and, lo, it shall not be bound up to be healed, to put a roller to bind it, to make it strong to hold the sword. 22  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and will break his arms, the strong, and that which was broken; and I will cause the sword to fall out of his hand. 23  And I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and will disperse them through the countries. 24  And I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, and put my sword in his hand: but I will break Pharaoh's arms, and he shall groan before him with the groanings of a deadly wounded man. 25  But I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, and the arms of Pharaoh shall fall down; and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall put my sword into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall stretch it out upon the land of Egypt. 26  And I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and disperse them among the countries; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

REFLECTION

20. And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first month, in the seventh day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 21  Son of man, I have broken the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and, lo, it shall not be bound up to be healed, to put a roller to bind it, to make it strong to hold the sword.

This prophetic word comes to Ezekiel in the very year Jerusalem falls. Jerusalem falls on the ninth day of the fourth month. 2 Kings 25:3-4. This prophetic word is received three months beforehand. We do not have any records that indicate what has happened in Egypt or Judah on this day, but clearly something occurs in either place that is the sign to those present that Pharaoh’s ability to hold a sword and fight Babylon has been forever broken.  It may be, as some argue, that Pharaoh Hophra’s army arrived in the land around this time, although Jeremiah’s account of this indicates that it was at an earlier stage in the siege than the last two months. Jeremiah 37:1-17. 

The crushing defeat of the Egyptians would have dealt a body blow to the defenders and their spirit to resist would have left them. They hold on by sheer evil mindedness, for they now cannot win, yet they will not cast themselves upon the mercy of the enemy, but continue until famine and disease decimates their numbers. The tense of the verb “broken” in verse 21 is perfect tense, indicating an action already accomplished and with lasting results.  Whatever has occurred this day, it simply illustrates a fact that has been clear to see for all with open eyes since the great battle of Carchemish twenty years before; the power of Egypt to resist is broken. Like Judah they cannot win either!

22  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and will break his arms, the strong, and that which was broken; and I will cause the sword to fall out of his hand. 23  And I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and will disperse them through the countries.

God is against the Pharaoh of Egypt and so he will not stand. He will be broken, for he fights against God, not just Nebuchadnezzar. Fear will grip the Egyptians and their confidence will be gone, so that the swords fall from their hands. The repetition of the dispersal of the people is to underline the final end of this nation that has traded in the blood of others to defend their borders. 

They will go beyond their borders as slaves to others, and will serve as slaves with those whose neighbours and relatives died to meet Egyptian political objectives. The Egyptians will end up serving with Ezekiel and will hear these very words within twenty years as they labour on the same canals as the Jewish exiles. All who plotted against Nebuchadnezzar and survive will be digging his canals in Babylon, while their own silt up and dry out.

24  And I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, and put my sword in his hand: but I will break Pharaoh's arms, and he shall groan before him with the groanings of a deadly wounded man. 25  But I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, and the arms of Pharaoh shall fall down; and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall put my sword into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall stretch it out upon the land of Egypt. 26  And I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and disperse them among the countries; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

Nebuchadnezzar cannot be beaten, for he executes the will of God regarding Egypt. The slaughter will be terrible, but it is the result of hundreds of years of ignoring the truth about the Holy God and playing politics with God’s people Israel. The nation is doomed for it’s persistent and deliberate sins. They will groan like dying men, for they will indeed be dying men. Notice the repeated phrase; “they will know that I am the Lord”. This is God’s purpose, so that even in their dying breath they might turn to the one they have sinned against and acknowledge the Lord God as their king and master. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. THERE IS NO ESCAPE FROM GOD’S RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT. It is not pleasant reading to read of the destruction of an entire civilization, but we must toughen up here and see things from God’s perspective. These people had rejected the truth again and again, and had played politics with God’s people, trading their corpses for Egyptian wealth and safety. They had practised evil and so were beyond the reach of grace and mercy, for they rejected the one offering them. 

When a nation falls it is a terrible thing, but it is the result of great sin over a long time. We may live to see America go this same way because of its sins and the evils it proclaims from it’s media to pollute the entire world with their preaching of sexual immorality. All the religious and evil nations like Egypt, and all the immoral nations like Babylon will fall in the end, and all who reject the Lord will pay with their lives, not because God is malicious, but because that is the path of Satan and all who follow him receive the wages of sin, which have always been the same; they are death! 

Let us preach the Gospel with fervour and the flip side of the Gospel with equal fervour, for modern man needs to see that the rules of the universe have not changed. God will judge those who side with Satan and follow his policies.

NOTES
CHAPTER 31

EZEKIEL 31:1 – 9

“And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the third month, in the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, and to his multitude; Whom art thou like in thy greatness? 3  Behold, the Assyrian was a cedar in Lebanon with fair branches, and with a shadowing shroud, and of an high stature; and his top was among the thick boughs. 4  The waters made him great, the deep set him up on high with her rivers running round about his plants, and sent her little rivers unto all the trees of the field. 5  Therefore his height was exalted above all the trees of the field, and his boughs were multiplied, and his branches became long because of the multitude of waters, when he shot forth. 6  All the fowls of heaven made their nests in his boughs, and under his branches did all the beasts of the field bring forth their young, and under his shadow dwelt all great nations. 7  Thus was he fair in his greatness, in the length of his branches: for his root was by great waters. 8  The cedars in the garden of God could not hide him: the fir trees were not like his boughs, and the chestnut trees were not like his branches; nor any tree in the garden of God was like unto him in his beauty. 9  I have made him fair by the multitude of his branches: so that all the trees of Eden, that were in the garden of God, envied him.”

REFLECTION
1. And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the third month, in the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, and to his multitude; Whom art thou like in thy greatness? 

Egypt herself had been conquered by Assyria and was held by them as vassals for a number of years. The Assyrians, though cruel, did not destroy Egyptian power nor affect their economy greatly, for they wanted tribute money to fund their armies and had no vendetta against Egypt, they simply wanted them on their side and their money flowing into their state treasury. When Nineveh fell the Egyptians had marched north to try to support the last remnant of the Assyrian Army at Haran, and held significant territory of what is now northern Iraq until the Battle of Carchemish. 

Nebuchadnezzar had, as a young general, defeated the Assyrians, then the Egyptians. He had rebuilt his military strength and his army was refreshed and had many strong and vibrant allies, with the Scythian and Median archers and cavalry forces. By using this inexhaustible supply of warriors he ensured that he would never be short of men, whereas Egypt had lost it’s main chariot army and all it’s best men at Carchemish, it’s treasury was exhausted, and it did not have the supplies of men to draw upon who were a match for the men of the north.  

Pharaoh has, in his own mind compared himself to some great Pharaoh, with a vast army, and leading a great and ancient people. He was right in the ancient civilization bit, but in nothing else. His army was inferior to the one that had fought and died at Carchemish, and he did not have the depth to draw upon. Hophra himself was no Ramses III; he was a politician and a game player, and he had no idea of the malice of the Babylonians towards his land and people. He had entered a fantasy world when he took on the Babylonians. 

Egypt was tired, had been beaten, was exhausted, and lacked the resources for the war that would be unleashed upon them. Nebuchadnezzar waited to strike them. They had been a part of the rebellion of 589 – 586, yet it was over ten years later that he moved against them. This is the indication that he knew he had time on his side, and that the Egyptians were no threat to him. He moved against the Arabs of the Arabian desert, Ammon, Moab, and Edom first, nullifying any chance of having his supply trains ambushed on the way to Egypt. When all help was denied them, he moved against Egypt. Hophra’s egotistical life style and political game was over. God asks him, “who do you really think you are?” 

3  Behold, the Assyrian was a cedar in Lebanon with fair branches, and with a shadowing shroud, and of an high stature; and his top was among the thick boughs. 4  The waters made him great, the deep set him up on high with her rivers running round about his plants, and sent her little rivers unto all the trees of the field. 

The prophecy occurs just a month before the fall of Jerusalem. It may have been related to the hopes the exiles had for Egyptian arms to still triumph, for news travelled very slowly in this day and they may not have heard of the Army of Egypt’s defeats. The word of the Lord here is given to the Jewish people, and any Egyptians amongst the slaves on the canals of Babylon who would hear. All likely still held their vain hope that Hophra would triumph and an Egyptian Army march down to Babylon and rescue them all. It was a false fantasy and the timing of Ezekiel’s prophetic words will later be the evidence that they have been fooled by Egyptian politicians and deceived by Egypt’s shows of power.

Pharaoh Hophra is asked if he compares himself to the great Assyrian king who conquered Egypt. Egypt ‘s best army under Tirhakah, 2 Kings 19, Isaiah 37:9, was defeated thoroughly by Assyrians in 701, and then he was defeated again during the Assyrian invasions of Egypt in 671, and again in 666/665, and then again in 664/663, when Thebes was sacked by the Assyrians. 

They ruled for about eight years until Psalmmetichus I, established a new dynasty to rule around 650, having obtained the support of the ship masters of the delta ports and building an army around a core of Greek Mercenaries. It was his successor Necho II, who marched north to relieve the Assyrians in 609 and fought and killed Josiah. Hophra is the successor of Necho and Psalmmeticus, and has deceived himself into thinking he has power and majesty that he does not have. His ancestors were effectively “allowed” to reassert power under Assyrian patronage. This is the only account that explains why Assyria didn’t hassle them with renewed invasions, and explains why they supported Assyria in her last years. Clearly there was some hero worship going on here towards the greatness of the old Assyrian Empire and it’s majestic rulers.

Hophra is addressed in the prophecy and asked to think about these great men and reflect upon the parable that is told by the prophet comparing them to the mighty trees of the Lebanon. The greatest of all the trees was the symbol of majesty and power. The Assyrian kings of the height of their Empire are compared here to the most tall and mighty of the great trees, with enormous trunks, wide spreading branches, and in which all the birds of the air find their nests. It was a good picture of the stable prosperity of the Assyrians, and many nations found their nesting places amongst the branches of this mighty tree. The nourishment of their Empire was like rivers flowing for the base of the tree to all the surrounding nations. Prosperity was there for all who obeyed and served the Assyrians. They looked invincible, just like the tree, with its deep root system drawing up nourishment from the soil. Did these prophecies, Chapters 29-32, find their way to Egypt? It is logical to believe they did, for many Jews lived there and the diplomatic caravans would have been going to and fro until the invasion of Egypt was launched in the 570s. Monarchs were interested in foreign prophets, especially if their track record was accurate, and their spies were always on the lookout for information.

5  Therefore his height was exalted above all the trees of the field, and his boughs were multiplied, and his branches became long because of the multitude of waters, when he shot forth. 6  All the fowls of heaven made their nests in his boughs, and under his branches did all the beasts of the field bring forth their young, and under his shadow dwelt all great nations. 7  Thus was he fair in his greatness, in the length of his branches: for his root was by great waters. 

The Assyrian Empire had reached new heights, with its head in the clouds. They acted like and were even recognized as gods by many, for they had achieved power and majesty unlike any before them. Even the great Hittite Empire and early Babylonian Empire did not come close to them and Nineveh their capital was the greatest city ever built to that point, with a population of millions within it’s three city complex. They grew in power and land area controlled to greatness. The city and culture of the Assyrians was nurtured by the Tigris River just as the Babylonians were by the Euphrates. They drew on the power of the river to water their fields and allow speedy transport everywhere north and south. They were in a favoured position and they used it to the full. 

8  The cedars in the garden of God could not hide him: the fir trees were not like his boughs, and the chestnut trees were not like his branches; nor any tree in the garden of God was like unto him in his beauty. 9  I have made him fair by the multitude of his branches: so that all the trees of Eden, that were in the garden of God, envied him.

Nothing could hide or obscure the glory of the Assyrian Empire. It was a marvel and all they did was amazing. All the created peoples of the earth who knew of these mighty people envied them their place in history. In the parable told by the prophet, even the trees of the garden of God looked with envy at the majesty of the great tree of Assyria.  God makes it clear, verse 9, that He alone had made them great.
PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. ASCRIBE GREATNESS TO THE LORD ALONE. It is the Lord alone who is to be worshipped and he alone is the one who lifts up and casts down. Assyria was a mighty civilization but it fell. They had defeated the Egyptians, and the Egyptians were now fighting the people who defeated their conquerors. They were trying to do it with hired help! There is no hired help that will achieve for the church as much as spirit filled believers can. We can do the Lord’s work only by being Holy Spirit filled and walking in God’s power. Anything other than God’s power and direction in life will fail those who depend upon it.

EZEKIEL 31:10 – 18

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast lifted up thyself in height, and he hath shot up his top among the thick boughs, and his heart is lifted up in his height; 11  I have therefore delivered him into the hand of the mighty one of the heathen; he shall surely deal with him: I have driven him out for his wickedness. 12  And strangers, the terrible of the nations, have cut him off, and have left him: upon the mountains and in all the valleys his branches are fallen, and his boughs are broken by all the rivers of the land; and all the people of the earth are gone down from his shadow, and have left him. 13  Upon his ruin shall all the fowls of the heaven remain, and all the beasts of the field shall be upon his branches: 14  To the end that none of all the trees by the waters exalt themselves for their height, neither shoot up their top among the thick boughs, neither their trees stand up in their height, all that drink water: for they are all delivered unto death, to the nether parts of the earth, in the midst of the children of men, with them that go down to the pit. 15  Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day when he went down to the grave I caused a mourning: I covered the deep for him, and I restrained the floods thereof, and the great waters were stayed: and I caused Lebanon to mourn for him, and all the trees of the field fainted for him. 16  I made the nations to shake at the sound of his fall, when I cast him down to hell with them that descend into the pit: and all the trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all that drink water, shall be comforted in the nether parts of the earth. 17  They also went down into hell with him unto them that be slain with the sword; and they that were his arm, that dwelt under his shadow in the midst of the heathen. 18  To whom art thou thus like in glory and in greatness among the trees of Eden? yet shalt thou be brought down with the trees of Eden unto the nether parts of the earth: thou shalt lie in the midst of the uncircumcised with them that be slain by the sword. This is Pharaoh and all his multitude, saith the Lord GOD.”

REFLECTION
10. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast lifted up thyself in height, and he hath shot up his top among the thick boughs, and his heart is lifted up in his height; 11  I have therefore delivered him into the hand of the mighty one of the heathen; he shall surely deal with him: I have driven him out for his wickedness.

The error of the Tyrian king is also the error of the Assyrians and the Egyptians; as they build up power they fall into Satan’s viewpoint of pride. They start to think that they have lifted themselves up, rather then being humble before the Lord who has made them great. The Assyrian was powerful, but he was not as mighty as he believed he was. Nebuchadnezzar was mightier and defeated him. 

12  And strangers, the terrible of the nations, have cut him off, and have left him: upon the mountains and in all the valleys his branches are fallen, and his boughs are broken by all the rivers of the land; and all the people of the earth are gone down from his shadow, and have left him. 13  Upon his ruin shall all the fowls of the heaven remain, and all the beasts of the field shall be upon his branches:

In the “rat race” the winner is the biggest rat! Nebuchadnezzar appears to have become a believer under Daniel’s influence, but in this early stage of his career he is the pagan of the pagans, and he cuts down the tree of Assyrian power. The Scythians were the “strangers” of the nations, and they swept into the city of Nineveh and slaughtered the men and captured the women and children and carried them all off for themselves. They literally cut off the Assyrian gene pool and scattered it into the steppes of Russia where they roamed. 

When Assyria fell, the fall was total and catastrophic, with their army and people eliminated from their land. The survivors in the hills built villages, but never great cities again. The Empire that had ruled the Middle East in 613 was gone in 612, and it’s last remnant of an army was gone completely in 609. All the nations that basked in the shadow of the great empire were bereft of support and their prosperity was over, until they bowed before the new rulers of the East, the Babylonians. 

14  To the end that none of all the trees by the waters exalt themselves for their height, neither shoot up their top among the thick boughs, neither their trees stand up in their height, all that drink water: for they are all delivered unto death, to the nether parts of the earth, in the midst of the children of men, with them that go down to the pit. 15  Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day when he went down to the grave I caused a mourning: I covered the deep for him, and I restrained the floods thereof, and the great waters were stayed: and I caused Lebanon to mourn for him, and all the trees of the field fainted for him.

The ruin of Assyria is the warning of the Lord God to all the great kings of the earth, that none might ever raise themselves up again to such heights of arrogance without the certainty of judgment. Other nations and empires had risen and fallen before, but none had ever fallen from the place of strength that Assyria fell from. They didn’t become weak at all in their last years, but still held the greatest army every seen to that time, but they were overwhelmed by the flood that swept away their wall, and by the sheer numbers of the Scythian and Median cavalry that swept in upon them. 

All men “go down to the pit”; that is all men die, and so with this fact ought to end all man’s arrogance. No person whose life ends ought ever to raise their voices against the one who is the beginning and the end! The creature ought not to mock the creator! When this empire fell there was mourning in all the world, for none thought that such a thing was possible, for all had forgotten that God alone rules upon the earth, and that men have any power only by permission, and only for a time. Satan may be “prince of this world”, John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, and hold the allegiance of it’s national rulers, Matthew 4:8-10, but all this is only under permission from the creator and sustainer of all. God our Saviour rules, and it is his plan that is being carried out! 

16  I made the nations to shake at the sound of his fall, when I cast him down to hell with them that descend into the pit: and all the trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all that drink water, shall be comforted in the nether parts of the earth. 17  They also went down into hell with him unto them that be slain with the sword; and they that were his arm, that dwelt under his shadow in the midst of the heathen.

God is the one who made the nations shake at Assyria’s fall. God cast them down as a nation into the pit of death, for they were judged and condemned by God. Babylon, Scythia and Media were just God’s errand boys! Egypt is told directly that it is the Lord who will judge them also. As all the nations were comforted after the fall of Assyria, just so the Lord will comfort all nations after the fall of Egypt. Assyria went into hell with all those they killed and all those who killed with them. All the evil and powerful men were powerless to stop their descent into hell and so they all went into hell together. All their power plays and all their murders came to nothing, for they all went down to hell together! Isaiah 14:12-16, Revelation 20:11-15.

18  To whom art thou thus like in glory and in greatness among the trees of Eden? yet shalt thou be brought down with the trees of Eden unto the nether parts of the earth: thou shalt lie in the midst of the uncircumcised with them that be slain by the sword. This is Pharaoh and all his multitude, saith the Lord GOD.

Just as Assyria fell, so will Pharaoh and all his men. Hophra himself fell, replaced by Amasis (Ahmose II), and his nation fell totally into Babylonian power. It is not really clear what occurs during Babylonian control of the charred remains of the Egyptian nation, for Babylon made some sort of agreement with the new Pharaoh who “ruled” with their power propping him up, as Zedekiah had done. 

Within ten years of the fall of Babylon to the Medes and Persians the Egyptian kingdom has entered the Persian Empire in 525 BC. Ruled firmly but fairly by Cyrus, Cambyses and Darius, with Greek support they rebelled again and again afterwards and were beaten by Xerxes and finally Artaxerxes III for the last time in 341 BC. They welcomed the Macedonian Army of Alexander the Great in 332 BC as their liberators, and one of his generals Ptolemy, son of Lagus, establishes the last Egyptian line of kings and queens, ending in Roman domination after the Battle of Actium, and defeat of Anthony and Cleopatra in 31 BC.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. ARROGANCE OF ANY SORT IS OUT OF PLACE IN THE LIFE OF A MAN WHO DIES. As we all die, we all ought to stand humbly before the one who made us and to whom we give account. All the glory of man is temporary. Nations rise and fall according to the divine plan and the Lord God of all reigns over all. Let us not live for things that do not last, nor serve with all our heart things that fade, but let us call the people of God to serve him alone. Nationalism is a bona fide thing, but we are not to worship our nation, nor serve it ahead of our God, for his verdict on our life alone matters.

CHAPTER 32

EZEKIEL 32:1- 17

“And it came to pass in the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, in the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and say unto him, Thou art like a young lion of the nations, and thou art as a whale in the seas: and thou camest forth with thy rivers, and troubledst the waters with thy feet, and fouledst their rivers.3  Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will therefore spread out my net over thee with a company of many people; and they shall bring thee up in my net. 4  Then will I leave thee upon the land, I will cast thee forth upon the open field, and will cause all the fowls of the heaven to remain upon thee, and I will fill the beasts of the whole earth with thee. 5  And I will lay thy flesh upon the mountains, and fill the valleys with thy height. 6  I will also water with thy blood the land wherein thou swimmest, even to the mountains; and the rivers shall be full of thee. 7  And when I shall put thee out, I will cover the heaven, and make the stars thereof dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall not give her light. 8  All the bright lights of heaven will I make dark over thee, and set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord GOD. 9  I will also vex the hearts of many people, when I shall bring thy destruction among the nations, into the countries which thou hast not known. 10  Yea, I will make many people amazed at thee, and their kings shall be horribly afraid for thee, when I shall brandish my sword before them; and they shall tremble at every moment, every man for his own life, in the day of thy fall. 11  For thus saith the Lord GOD; The sword of the king of Babylon shall come upon thee. 12  By the swords of the mighty will I cause thy multitude to fall, the terrible of the nations, all of them: and they shall spoil the pomp of Egypt, and all the multitude thereof shall be destroyed. 13  I will destroy also all the beasts thereof from beside the great waters; neither shall the foot of man trouble them any more, nor the hoofs of beasts trouble them. 14  Then will I make their waters deep, and cause their rivers to run like oil, saith the Lord GOD. 15  When I shall make the land of Egypt desolate, and the country shall be destitute of that whereof it was full, when I shall smite all them that dwell therein, then shall they know that I am the LORD. 16  This is the lamentation wherewith they shall lament her: the daughters of the nations shall lament her: they shall lament for her, even for Egypt, and for all her multitude, saith the Lord GOD. 17  It came to pass also in the twelfth year, in the fifteenth day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

REFLECTION
Jerusalem has fallen, and the pitifully few survivors of the destruction of that land have arrived to join their fellow Jews in Babylon. Egyptian politics has been played out with the death of the nation of Judah, and so the Lord speaks again to his prophet and gives the last word to Pharaoh. These prophecies date from the same time as Jeremiah 43-44. Jeremiah records the death of Gedaliah as the seventh month of the eleventh year, so the news of the murder of Gedaliah may have just reached Babylon at the time of this prophecy. Jeremiah 41:1-17. 

In the aftermath of the murders, the survivors decide, against Jeremiah’s advice, to head down to Egypt, and so at the time of Ezekiel’s writing in Babylon, Jeremiah is prophesying the same things in Egypt to the Jews there. God’s Word is confirmed by both men against this land of religious hypocrisy and political duplicity.

1. And it came to pass in the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, in the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and say unto him, Thou art like a young lion of the nations, and thou art as a whale in the seas: and thou camest forth with thy rivers, and troubledst the waters with thy feet, and fouledst their rivers.

There is sadness in the prophecy of the Lord towards Pharaoh, for he will fall and die the death of a fool. He has pretended he is more powerful than he really is and those who “go down to Egypt” for help will be disappointed in what they find. Many Jews fled to Egypt, indeed a major colony was based up the Nile at Elephantine Island, where they had their own temple worship, all recently excavated and written up. They would all pay terribly when the Babylonian Army entered the land of Egypt. Pharaoh has acted as if he is like a strong young lion, or a mighty crocodile of the great waters; as if he is king of land and sea. 

The rulership and conquering power represented by the lion is a myth, for he lacks the native power to achieve this, and his Greek army will be lost or flee. The picture of the great “dragon”, not whale, is more apt for his power. Like the crocodile of the Nile, he moves stealthily and deviously, and when he moves, his feet will stir up the waters, muddying them and ensuring that none can see into the water, or drink from it. He has made all things polluted by his devious actions. There is brooding evil in this image. Proverbs 28:13-17. 

3  Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will therefore spread out my net over thee with a company of many people; and they shall bring thee up in my net. 4  Then will I leave thee upon the land, I will cast thee forth upon the open field, and will cause all the fowls of the heaven to remain upon thee, and I will fill the beasts of the whole earth with thee. 

The Babylonian invasion is compared to the Nile fishermen’s work to capture crocodiles, and even to the method used today in Australia and Africa. The fishermen spread strong nets around the area where the great crocodile is, with many people involved and the crocodile by it’s twisting motion gets tangled in the net, and in effect ties itself up. This is one of many passages that indicate strongly to us that Ezekiel has been a traveller in the years from twenty three to twenty five, before his capture. Perhaps he was as a young man, sent along in embassies to Tyre and Egypt as part of Jehoiakim’s plotting to fight Babylon. It would be common to have a mixed group of men go on a secret embassy to make it look more like a normal trading caravan. 

Ezekiel has seen crocodiles being captured, or he has listened to those who have been there. He writes of Tyre and Egypt in a way that indicates eye witness presence. He has a love for both lands that indicates an impressionable tourist/visitor who has seen wonders for the first time and is amazed. The Lord uses all his experiences, whether by fire side talk and traveller’s tales, or personal visit, he in his mind sees this image clearly and paints it for us well. Like the body of the crocodile left to be food for birds and jackals, the pharaoh will be cast up upon the land himself. He and his army will be food for carrion birds and jackals of the desert.

5  And I will lay thy flesh upon the mountains, and fill the valleys with thy height. 6  I will also water with thy blood the land wherein thou swimmest, even to the mountains; and the rivers shall be full of thee. 7  And when I shall put thee out, I will cover the heaven, and make the stars thereof dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall not give her light. 

There will be no-where to hide for the Egyptian Army or rulers, for from the hidden valleys to the mountains that rise beyond the Nile flood plains, the Babylonian cavalry will find them and slay them. Is the reference in verse seven to an eclipse? Isaiah 13:10. There is a judgment here that is felt by the astronomers as well as the troops on the ground. Their heart is out of them, and as pagans with very superstitious minds an eclipse, at such a time, speaks of the demise of the nation, so they will lose their will to fight. The gods of Egypt were portrayed, and as they believed in the stars, so clouds in a land where it doesn’t rain were a sign of judgment. 

8  All the bright lights of heaven will I make dark over thee, and set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord GOD. 9  I will also vex the hearts of many people, when I shall bring thy destruction among the nations, into the countries which thou hast not known. 

The pharaoh is compared to a bright star in the heavens, and perhaps he himself compared his glory to the stars and the sun. He thinks he is a star, and so the Lord will darken the stars in the sky as an omen of the collapse of his empire and the putting out of his light. Maybe a lunar eclipse is in view here, as noted above, for the omen is the cause of fear amongst the people of the land. Their hearts are “vexed”, or troubled, by the fall of Pharaoh. 

During the Babylonian invasion the pharaoh is killed and deposed by another, possibly the appointee of the Babylonians, who have him rule, like they appointed Gedaliah over the ruins of Judah. 2 Kings 25:22. Even in places that these people had not known, there will be the announcement of their judgment and fall.  The collapse into ruins of the greatest and most ancient civilization the Middle East had ever known to that date was news everywhere, and even in places the Egyptians had not heard of, they were known and their fall will be a source of amazement.

10  Yea, I will make many people amazed at thee, and their kings shall be horribly afraid for thee, when I shall brandish my sword before them; and they shall tremble at every moment, every man for his own life, in the day of thy fall. 11  For thus saith the Lord GOD; The sword of the king of Babylon shall come upon thee. 

All kings of the earth who hear these words will be in fear, for they have banked on stability upon the earth, and the collapse of the most ancient of the great civilizations is not something that they believed would happen, just as “mystery Babylon’s” fall in the Great Tribulation period will stagger and amaze most unbelievers upon the earth at the time. Revelation 18:1-24. The Egyptians are finally warned again that they face the sword of the king of Babylon upon them, and he will be victorious.

12  By the swords of the mighty will I cause thy multitude to fall, the terrible of the nations, all of them: and they shall spoil the pomp of Egypt, and all the multitude thereof shall be destroyed. 13  I will destroy also all the beasts thereof from beside the great waters; neither shall the foot of man trouble them any more, nor the hoofs of beasts trouble them. 

The doom of Egypt is announced again and again through these verses and chapters, as this was the lament and prophetic style of the day; a judgment was announced many different ways and repeated many times to underline it’s finality and reality. All their glory as a nation; all the pomp and ceremony with which they have deceived the nations that they had power, all will be swept away. The vast majority of the people will perish in this time.

 As the Babylonians march along the river banks they will use the giant crocodiles for target practise, and kill the other large animals, the oxen and the camels, for their food. They will destroy everything in their way and the surviving crocodiles will have the river to themselves, for no men will walk these paths, nor oxen go down to drink, for they will all be dead.

14  Then will I make their waters deep, and cause their rivers to run like oil, saith the Lord GOD. 15  When I shall make the land of Egypt desolate, and the country shall be destitute of that whereof it was full, when I shall smite all them that dwell therein, then shall they know that I am the LORD. 

There is blessing to come for Egypt, for once the great ruling Pharaohs are gone the Nile will be cleansed and rivers of blessing (oil) will overflow the land and there will be spiritual blessing like never before. After the devastation there will be a time of cleansing for Egypt, and the land will in effect lie fallow for many years, as does Judah, and then it will be revived. Egypt becomes a land of oil (spiritual blessing from the days of Alexander who arrives in 332 BC. The Jewish people followed him into his newly built capital of Egypt in Alexandria and by the first century over a million Jews lived in Egypt. 

From their places of learning, in the years after the city was founded they translated the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) into Greek. This was accomplished around 250 BC and this translation spread around the Greek speaking world and became the bible of the Christians. Its spread opened the door to many Gentiles to the Holy Word of God, from Greece to Egypt and beyond, wherever Greek traders went. 

For three hundred years the word of God had free reign around the Greek speaking world, and so the preparation for the Gospel message was such, that wherever Greek was spoken and a synagogue existed, the local people had access to the entire Old Testament in their language and many Greeks became “God Fearers” and attached themselves to the synagogue, leaving their paganism for the purity of the truth they saw in this book. Egypt truly became the centre from which truth radiated out to the world, and remained a centre for biblical truth until well after the collapse of the Roman Empire in the West.

16  This is the lamentation wherewith they shall lament her: the daughters of the nations shall lament her: they shall lament for her, even for Egypt, and for all her multitude, saith the Lord GOD. 17  It came to pass also in the twelfth year, in the fifteenth day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

There will be lamentation for Egypt around the world because of her fall. There will be an outpouring of grief around the world because all we see in her fall, their own mortality and their own fragile strength, for if Egypt could fall, so can any nation. We all feel very smug in our strongly built houses and within our strong economies, but our economic strength can so easily be destroyed by a few powerfully wealthy men playing with currencies, we are reminded daily of the fragility of the world economy. We are to constantly be reminding the Lord’s people of their source of security; for it is no-where else, other than in the plan and purpose of God for us.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. OUR STRENGTH AND STABILITY IS IN THE LORD ALONE. Let us urge the Lord’s people daily to lean upon the Lord their God and draw their strength from him alone, and rest in the power of the Holy Spirit to serve the one who has called us to walk in his power and path all the days of our lives.

2. NATIONS WILL RISE AND FALL. Our stability is not to rest upon anything that involves the politics of man, for all political plotting is as fragile as the plans of the people making their plans. We are to draw our strength from our walk with the Lord, for then, whether in prosperity or a blighted land, we can find the service we are to fulfil. We have no true home here, and so let us be wary of being too comfortable or dependent upon the stability and temporal blessings this world has to offer. Heavenly mindedness will make us of earthly use to the Lord! Let us look only to Him for all our blessings.

EZEKIEL 32:18 – 32

“Son of man, wail for the multitude of Egypt, and cast them down, even her, and the daughters of the famous nations, unto the nether parts of the earth, with them that go down into the pit. 19  Whom dost thou pass in beauty? go down, and be thou laid with the uncircumcised. 20  They shall fall in the midst of them that are slain by the sword: she is delivered to the sword: draw her and all her multitudes. 21  The strong among the mighty shall speak to him out of the midst of hell with them that help him: they are gone down, they lie uncircumcised, slain by the sword. 22  Asshur is there and all her company: his graves are about him: all of them slain, fallen by the sword: 23  Whose graves are set in the sides of the pit, and her company is round about her grave: all of them slain, fallen by the sword, which caused terror in the land of the living. 24  There is Elam and all her multitude round about her grave, all of them slain, fallen by the sword, which are gone down uncircumcised into the nether parts of the earth, which caused their terror in the land of the living; yet have they borne their shame with them that go down to the pit. 25  They have set her a bed in the midst of the slain with all her multitude: her graves are round about him: all of them uncircumcised, slain by the sword: though their terror was caused in the land of the living, yet have they borne their shame with them that go down to the pit: he is put in the midst of them that be slain. 26  There is Meshech, Tubal, and all her multitude: her graves are round about him: all of them uncircumcised, slain by the sword, though they caused their terror in the land of the living. 27  And they shall not lie with the mighty that are fallen of the uncircumcised, which are gone down to hell with their weapons of war: and they have laid their swords under their heads, but their iniquities shall be upon their bones, though they were the terror of the mighty in the land of the living. 28  Yea, thou shalt be broken in the midst of the uncircumcised, and shalt lie with them that are slain with the sword. 29  There is Edom, her kings, and all her princes, which with their might are laid by them that were slain by the sword: they shall lie with the uncircumcised, and with them that go down to the pit. 30  There be the princes of the north, all of them, and all the Zidonians, which are gone down with the slain; with their terror they are ashamed of their might; and they lie uncircumcised with them that be slain by the sword, and bear their shame with them that go down to the pit. 31  Pharaoh shall see them, and shall be comforted over all his GOD. 32  For I have caused my terror in the land of the living: and he shall be laid in the midst of the uncircumcised with them that are slain with the sword, even Pharaoh and all his multitude, saith the Lord GOD.”

REFLECTION
18. Son of man, wail for the multitude of Egypt, and cast them down, even her, and the daughters of the famous nations, unto the nether parts of the earth, with them that go down into the pit. 19  Whom dost thou pass in beauty? go down, and be thou laid with the uncircumcised.

This section does not flow like prose, for it is poetry and is a formal lament, so the grammar is broken, as the heart of the speaker is as he reflects upon the death of so many of the “beautiful people” of Egypt. No-one in any nation had bettered the beauty of the Egyptians, the people who discovered the best cosmetics of the ancient world and who exported them around the world. All human beauty is lost in the end, but the glory of the beautiful people of Egypt will be cut down by the swords of the Babylonians and their allies.

20  They shall fall in the midst of them that are slain by the sword: she is delivered to the sword: draw her and all her multitudes. 21  The strong among the mighty shall speak to him out of the midst of hell with them that help him: they are gone down, they lie uncircumcised, slain by the sword.

The extent of the hatred of the Babylonians for Egypt is greater than anything known in the ancient world to that date. The slaughter must have gone on for weeks, day after long day, as the army moved up the Nile. It is an awful massacre of a people and their culture. Ezekiel speaks of the conversations of the fallen in hell as they see the strongest of their Greek mercenaries fall into hell with the native Egyptians, all together there and amazed at their arrival. They are all gone down to death together and there is none that can help them. They lived for the pleasures of the land of the pharaohs and they die in agony in the land that no longer has any great pharaohs.

22  Asshur is there and all her company: his graves are about him: all of them slain, fallen by the sword: 23  Whose graves are set in the sides of the pit, and her company is round about her grave: all of them slain, fallen by the sword, which caused terror in the land of the living.

All sorts of mercenary soldiers are here together. Men from the old country of the vanquished Assyrians are here. The last Assyrian army fell to Babylonian power in 609 BC by Haran, but the survivors of the Assyrian nation joined up with the Egyptians when they arrived later that year and occupied the land for three years until the battle of Carchamesh destroyed the Egyptian army there. 

The remnants and descendents of this once great culture of Assyria had joined themselves to Egypt, but their hope in her is dashed, for the same army that destroyed them, with it’s young general Nebuchadnezzar, now an old man, finds them in Egypt and slays them all. Ezekiel pictures a burial detail of Assyrians at work digging a grave for their fallen comrades and then being fell upon by more Babylonians and slain around the grave of their comrades and left unburied there. They are denied the honour of a decent soldiers burial.

24  There is Elam and all her multitude round about her grave, all of them slain, fallen by the sword, which are gone down uncircumcised into the nether parts of the earth, which caused their terror in the land of the living; yet have they borne their shame with them that go down to the pit. 25  They have set her a bed in the midst of the slain with all her multitude: her graves are round about him: all of them uncircumcised, slain by the sword: though their terror was caused in the land of the living, yet have they borne their shame with them that go down to the pit: he is put in the midst of them that be slain.

The Elamites have already felt the wrath of Nebuchadnezzar in the years before his invasion of Egypt, as has Moab and Ammon. They were the fabled archers of the Assyrians. Isaiah 22:6. Their surviving soldiers are here also, all fighting for Egypt, who failed to help them, after promising them they would! The Egyptians betrayed all the nations they deceiving into rebelling against Babylon, and now all find the strength of Egypt is gone and they fall with her.

26  There is Meshech, Tubal, and all her multitude: her graves are round about him: all of them uncircumcised, slain by the sword, though they caused their terror in the land of the living. 27  And they shall not lie with the mighty that are fallen of the uncircumcised, which are gone down to hell with their weapons of war: and they have laid their swords under their heads, but their iniquities shall be upon their bones, though they were the terror of the mighty in the land of the living.

These two places are north of Iraq possibly in what is now either Turkey, Ukraine or even Russia. They cannot be Scythian kingdoms for the Scythians were used by Babylon, so they must be men of the steppes who were the enemies of the Scythians, possibly have already been killed by them and their remnants have made their way south to join the battle against Babylon and her allies there. 

Greek ships traded with the Black Sea ports and there are Greek and Phoenician trading colonies there, and so it is conceivable that mercenaries of these places travelled south to Egypt, just as the Greeks had done at this time to fight for Pharaoh. The Vikings would travel this same route in the 9th – 11th centuries of our era to serve the Emperor of Byzantium in his Varangian Guard. Adventurers who made their living by killing others and took their pleasures in rape and pillage of the weak were sinners whose sins would follow them into hell itself. There will be no formal burials of these men as they fall. They will not have the warrior funerals, and be buried with their weapons under the heads, as was their custom, for there will be none alive to bury them with any warriors honour. 

Once again we are confronted with little details that I believe Ezekiel must have seen while in Egypt. The burial of these pagan warriors was their celebration of their warrior life-style and they took comfort in their drama and ceremony. Rightly Ezekiel tells them that all their great funeral rituals cannot disguise their sins before God and do not alter their destination one iota; they drop into hell, with or without weapons. They were the terror of the living, but their bones will lie in the dust and they will be in hell, and their fate will be the terror to all who knew them, for if they fell before Babylon, none can stand!

28  Yea, thou shalt be broken in the midst of the uncircumcised, and shalt lie with them that are slain with the sword. 29  There is Edom, her kings, and all her princes, which with their might are laid by them that were slain by the sword: they shall lie with the uncircumcised, and with them that go down to the pit.

The kings and princes of the Edomites have fled the Babylonian invasion of their own lands down to Egypt and there they will die with the Egyptians, for there is no escape from the wrath and judgment of God.

30  There be the princes of the north, all of them, and all the Zidonians, which are gone down with the slain; with their terror they are ashamed of their might; and they lie uncircumcised with them that be slain by the sword, and bear their shame with them that go down to the pit. 31  Pharaoh shall see them, and shall be comforted over all his GOD. 32  For I have caused my terror in the land of the living: and he shall be laid in the midst of the uncircumcised with them that are slain with the sword, even Pharaoh and all his multitude, saith the Lord GOD.

Pharaoh will see all the slaughter, and will see all the kings and peoples of the northern countries who he has deceived die before he himself is slain with the sword. The only “comfort” Pharaoh Hophra has, is that he sees all the great peoples of the past and present going to be in hell with him, and he knows that he is in the “best company”. He has cold comfort, without hope. 

Evil and self centred men take comfort in the destruction of others before themselves, and it is almost as if they delight in the misery of others, knowing that they have outlasted them. In a line from a movie an unbeliever is made to say, “the winner is the one who dies with the most!” Pharaoh adds, “and dies last”!   He has deceived them all about his ability to stand against Nebuchadnezzar and now he delights in their deaths before his own, as if in eternity it matters! 

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. THE ETERNAL DESTINY OF A MAN IS ALL THAT MATTERS. Pharaoh, like many unsaved people delights in sucking the last pleasures from life before he drops into hell. I have seen both men and women receive a terminal diagnosis, leave their marriage partner and head away and fornicate with others, as if by their sexual play they will suck a little more pleasure from their lives! In two cases these were people who claimed to be Christians! What was going on in their minds? Exactly the same as Pharaoh here, and it indicated that their faith was skin deep. Eternal life and rewards are the only focus for us upon this earth that will purify us and keep us safe from disaster. 

2. THE STRONGEST AND MOST POWERFUL PEOPLE WILL NOT STAND AGAINST THE LORD WHEN THEIR TIME HAS COME. Man proposes, but God disposes! It is not in the power of man to control his destiny, and the power than matters, is Holy Spirit power within our lives. Let us remind the Lord’s people constantly of where real power lies and where real stability rests, and let us find our place of “faith-rest” in the arms of the one who will not let us down.

PAGE  
67
EZEKIEL VOLUME 3


