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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (1 John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (1 Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).

© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 2004 - PO Box 163 Armadale Western Australia 6992
Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au and www.http://ebcwa.free.org.nz  for weekly messages.

For further information contact Dr Peter Moses at PO Box 163 Armadale WA 6992 or email Brian Huggett brianhuggett@bigpond.com.au
We encourage you to freely copy and distribute these materials to your Pastor and friends. You only, need written permission from EBCWA if you intend using the materials in publications for resale. We encourage wide distribution freely!

CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION









  3

CHAPTER
32









  3
CHAPTER
33









  5
CHAPTER 
34









  8
CHAPTER
35









12
CHAPTER
36









14
CHAPTER
37









17
CHAPTER
38









19
CHAPTER
39









23
CHAPTER
40









26
CHAPTER
41









28
CHAPTER
42









30
DOCTRINES









BTB
CHAPTER 32

INTRODUCTION
The friends of Job are silenced, with all their theological arguments exhausted, and Job still sitting defiantly, confident in his own righteousness. Job is, as he feels it, a dying man, but still defiant of his friends and expectant of God’s answer. As far as these theologians are concerned his attitude is an affront to God and God’s righteousness. They cannot allow that Job is totally without sin, and they feel deeply his arrogance in this last speech, and the new comer Elihu is seriously offended on God’s behalf. 
Now before we begin this last section of the book I refer you again to the words of the Lord at the end of the book, which make it clear that while Job has gone too far in his words of self justification, he is not totally wrong. The Lord will also make clear that all the friends of Job, including this arrogant younger man, are totally wrong in all that they have said. Job 41-42. With these two facts in mind let us see the attack of Elihu, who genuinely believes he is defending the honour of God by abusing Job.  Let us read his words in holy fear, for it is easy to become like this young man!
JOB 32:1-22
1 So these three men ceased to answer Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes. 2 Then was kindled the wrath of Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the kindred of Ram: against Job was his wrath kindled, because he justified himself rather than God. 3 Also against his three friends was his wrath kindled, because they had found no answer, and yet had condemned Job. 4 Now Elihu had waited till Job had spoken, because they were elder than he. 5 When Elihu saw that there was no answer in the mouth of these three men, then his wrath was kindled. 6 And Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite answered and said, I am young, and ye are very old; wherefore I was afraid, and durst not shew you mine opinion. 7 I said, Days should speak, and multitude of years should teach wisdom. 8 But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding. 9 Great men are not always wise: neither do the aged understand judgement. 10 Therefore I said, Hearken to me; I also will shew mine opinion. 11 Behold, I waited for your words; I gave ear to your reasons, whilst ye searched out what to say. 12 Yea, I attended unto you, and, behold, there was none of you that convinced Job, or that answered his words: 13 Lest ye should say, We have found out wisdom: God thrusteth him down, not man. 14 Now he hath not directed his words against me: neither will I answer him with your speeches. 15 They were amazed, they answered no more: they left off speaking. 16 When I had waited, (for they spake not, but stood still, and answered no more;) 17 I said, I will answer also my part, I also will shew mine opinion. 18 For I am full of matter, the spirit within me constraineth me. 19 Behold, my belly is as wine which hath no vent; it is ready to burst like new bottles. 20 I will speak, that I may be refreshed: I will open my lips and answer. 21 Let me not, I pray you, accept any man's person, neither let me give flattering titles unto man. 22 For I know not to give flattering titles; in so doing my maker would soon take me away.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 3.  

This man is flowery in his language and sincere in his heart. He speaks in the formal Arab manner to underline the serious points he is about to make. He is younger than the others and so has waited until the end before speaking, but he believes he has the answer that the older men have missed. He quotes from Job’s earliest speeches and so must have been present from close to the beginning of the debate, but he has waited for his time to speak to have maximum effect. This man believes he really has the key to the cupboard where God keeps His secrets, but we will find that he is full of hot air, just like the others, only younger, and if possible, more humbly arrogant! 
At the heart of his anger at Job is the fact that Job felt self righteous, and believed he was right, and sought answers from God. In Elihu’s mind, this meant Job was declaring God wrong. This was a blasphemy too great to bear for him. Now of course he is right in the fact that God cannot be wrong, but Job doesn’t believe that either. This man has interpreted Job’s words wrongly. He is also angry at the other three theologians, because they have been found unable to convince Job to be quiet and repent. In Elihu’s mind they are “losers”, and because they have been defending the honour of God against an arrogant man, and that is inexcusable to this driven young man. 

Verses 4 – 7.  

This is an “angry young man”. He is pious, and sincere, but we will find his anger here betrays his severe limitations, and the source of his ideas.  Galatians 5:19-26.   He feels this issue too strongly to really let logic rule his thinking. He was afraid to speak in the hearing of such aged and respected men, but he has been disgusted with their weak and pathetic attempts to silence Job, and Job’s last speech has inflamed his anger. 
Now re-read the previous five chapters at this point, and ask yourself what is offensive about this speech, except for the tone in the last verses. Job is raising true points, and is thoughtful, reflective and penetrating in his logic, but he believes he is without obvious serious sin, and that is what Elihu cannot allow. Elihu is very much alike to the extreme fundamentalists of our own day; he finds it impossible to see the opinions of others clearly, for all things are clouded by his extreme viewpoint. He is a true Calvinist in his theology and will maintain the doctrine of the total depravity of man with one-eyed vigour.

Verses 8 – 10.  

He has expected wisdom from the older men, but feels that they have learned nothing in their years upon the earth. They have been proved inadequate to answer Job or anyone else with a serious theological question. He believes that the reason for this is that they have not been led by the true spirit of God. The human spirit needs the inspiration of God to discover and speak the truth accurately and they have clearly not had that occur in their lives. Elihu’s point is however, that he has been the recipient of divine inspiration, and he will now give them all the benefit of his divine anointing. 
Let us be prayerful and humble as we read these things, for we can all sin in this way.  I look back at my early days in bible teaching and shudder at my false certainties and quickness to criticize and attack others.  Like the young John Calvin we can all be too quick to jump to a neat solution for deep issues, which is internally self consistent but is only consistent because we have not faced the full enormity of the Plan of God and the true smallness of our limited space-time minds.
Now pastor, having reflected upon our own arrogance and simplicity in the past, read Elihu’s words again and ask, do you feel just the tiniest bit of arrogance behind these words? Leave your own sins in this area now with the Lord and look around at the church membership. We must be very wary in our churches of those like Elihu. These are the men and women who always have a “word from the Lord”, and are quick to jump up and begin all they speak by uttering the words, “Thus saith the Lord”. Such people were to be executed if they got anything wrong in the ancient world, but we cannot do such things today, and must be content in silencing such arrogant people. Let us ensure that we do silence them, or they will cause great distress to the flock of God! Deuteronomy 13:1-5, 18:20-22. Refer to the BTB studies on PROPHECY, and PROPHET below.

Verses 11 – 14. 

He waited for the words of wisdom, but found they lacked wisdom. He all but calls the older men fools and pretenders. He tells us that he really concentrated upon what they were saying, but found nothing worthy of his closer attention in their words. God has silenced them, not any man. They didn’t know the wisdom they had claimed and the Lord ensured they were silenced. He doesn’t believe that Job silenced them; for he doesn’t want to give any credit at all to Job’s words. He sees their silence as being a judgement of God Himself upon their foolishness and inadequate argument. 
He gives thanks that his wisdom is not the same as theirs, and that he will answer from a different direction altogether than they have adopted. As he has thought the issues through, he is convinced in his spirit that he has the true anointing to answer Job, and that they were all off the track and false in their hearts and their logic. The more this man’s introduction goes on, the more we are expectant of something great and very special coming through from him. Sadly we will be disappointed.  There is an observation that I cannot help making at this point.  The more we introduce our subject the more suspicious of our knowledge base people ought to be!   When you teach a subject pastor, just teach it and let the Holy Spirit take the Word and apply it deeply into the heart and mind of the people.
Verses 15 - 17.  

He mocks the three older men, noting that they are sitting in dazed silence; they cannot think of anything more to say. They are beaten like dogs and are just like Job; silent upon the rubbish heap. Elihu alone is able to stand and speak the words of God, and that is exactly what he will do. He is now ready to begin and he believes that he will silence them all with the very words of God. The fruit of the spirit of arrogance is great swelling words! 2 Peter 2:17 - 22, Jude 16.
Verses 18 – 22. 

This man is full of his own self important knowledge and he is “bursting” to tell these foolish men the truth from his own pure and true heart. This man is the worst of all theologians; he is mighty in his own eyes, and has the false humility of the arrogant to go with it. He feels that all that will refresh his soul is to hear his own voice speak the truth! He will give the answer that everyone has been waiting for! He will give no flattering words to any other man, for he is speaking for God Himself. He believes he will be judged by God for flattering men, yet he does not see that he is flattering himself!

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
The fruit of the Holy Spirit always incorporates humility and Christ likeness. Beware of arrogance, as it indicates a spirit that is far from the Lord, even though the words may have “holy” content in them. We have an epidemic of people like Elihu in the church today and we must apply the rules of the prophet to silence them. 

2.
Arrogance is ultimate deception. The first person we deceive in our arrogance is our self! Let us be preachers of the truth in humility, not proclaimers of falsehood in arrogance. If we cannot speak in humility and simplicity, let us be silent. It is always a dangerous thing when in theology we amplify one doctrine ahead of all others. God wants us to hold the full apostolic faith in truth, not a section of it in fanaticism. Jude 1-4.
DOCTRINES

PROPHECY

PROPHET



CHRISTIAN LIFE – HUMILITY

CHRISTIAN LIFE – CHRIST FORMED IN YOU

CHRISTIAN LIFE – IMITATE CHRIST

CHRISTIAN LIFE – FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
HOLY SPIRIT – FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

CHAPTER 33

INTRODUCTION
This man’s arrogance knows no bounds, and he now begins his speech “to really tell the truth” to the older men, who he sees as confused old fools. According to himself he speaks the very words of God, and where he has any doubts he simply invents fantastical visions to illustrate his so called “truths”. His arguments are the most dangerous form of theological manipulation. 

JOB 33:1-33

1 Wherefore, Job, I pray thee, hear my speeches, and hearken to all my words. 2 Behold, now I have opened my mouth, my tongue hath spoken in my mouth. 3 My words shall be of the uprightness of my heart: and my lips shall utter knowledge clearly. 4 The spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life. 5 If thou canst answer me, set thy words in order before me, stand up. 6 Behold, I am according to thy wish in God's stead: I also am formed out of the clay. 7 Behold, my terror shall not make thee afraid, neither shall my hand be heavy upon thee. 8 Surely thou hast spoken in mine hearing, and I have heard the voice of thy words, saying, 9 I am clean without transgression, I am innocent; neither is there iniquity in me. 10 Behold, he findeth occasions against me, he counteth me for his enemy, 11 He putteth my feet in the stocks, he marketh all my paths. 12 Behold, in this thou art not just: I will answer thee, that God is greater than man. 13 Why dost thou strive against him? for he giveth not account of any of his matters. 14 For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not. 15 In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed; 16 Then he openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their instruction, 17 That he may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride from man. 18 He keepeth back his soul from the pit, and his life from perishing by the sword. 19 He is chastened also with pain upon his bed, and the multitude of his bones with strong pain: 20 So that his life abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty meat. 21 His flesh is consumed away, that it cannot be seen; and his bones that were not seen stick out. 22 Yea, his soul draweth near unto the grave, and his life to the destroyers. 23 If there be a messenger with him, an interpreter, one among a thousand, to shew unto man his uprightness: 24 Then he is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have found a ransom. 25 His flesh shall be fresher than a child's: he shall return to the days of his youth: 26 He shall pray unto God, and he will be favourable unto him: and he shall see his face with joy: for he will render unto man his righteousness. 27 He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have sinned, and perverted that which was right, and it profited me not; 28 He will deliver his soul from going into the pit, and his life shall see the light. 29 Lo, all these things worketh God oftentimes with man, 30 To bring back his soul from the pit, to be enlightened with the light of the living. 31 Mark well, O Job, hearken unto me: hold thy peace, and I will speak. 32 If thou hast anything to say, answer me: speak, for I desire to justify thee. 33 If not, hearken unto me: hold thy peace, and I shall teach thee wisdom.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 3.  

He calls Job to really hear and understand all he says, and hear and obey all he commands. He is absolutely convinced of his righteousness and the correctness of his opinions.  He states that he is starting in the most flowery terms, and speaks of his speaking as if by speaking about his words he magnifies their importance. Always be wary of anyone who talks about their talking before saying anything of value! There are two things that you immediately know; firstly the person is self absorbed, and secondly they do not have anything to say. 
If a person has truth to tell they will simply speak it and let the truth stand before you to be examined, for the truth will always bear scrutiny. When someone maintains the truthfulness of their words with great vigour it is normally because it is not the truth that they are about to share!  As the Lord Jesus identified, the more a man makes oaths to claim his truthfulness, the more you can be sure of his lying tongue. Matthew 5:33-37. This man is sincere, but sincerity is not a virtue! Truth is the virtue, and this man is sincerely wrong.

Verses 4 – 7. 

He begins by stating the obvious truth; God has made him and the breath of the Almighty has given him life. Now all human beings can say this, so why does he state this so prominently at the beginning of his speech? The answer is that he believes he is special, and that the very breath of God is behind his individual words. This man is speaking for God, on behalf of God, and has the very words he uses from God. He claims inspiration well above and beyond any biblical standard. Refer to the BTB study below. 
He calls upon Job to answer him if he can and stand up to answer. Now Job is so ill he has sat to speak until this point, but Elihu is acting as if he is the judge of Job, and he requires Job to stand before his judgement seat. He then immediately modifies his voice to sound as humble and as friendly as is possible. 

He states that he will not say things that are heavy burdens upon Job. He promises not to be too terrifying. These total contradictions to earlier statements are a preview of things to come. This man is full of contradictions as are all arrogant people, for they are so full of the self importance of their present words that they forget what they said a second before. 
He takes up Job’s point about the limitations of man as a created being, and states with certainty that he also is a created being and limited, and yet all his words will indicate that he believes he has no limits to his knowledge; for he alone has the total truth. These people are incapable of logically and consistently following a full argument accurately, because their thinking is not clear; it is too warped by their belief system and arrogance.  

Verses 8 – 12.  

Elihu now quotes Job’s statements. He lists a number of things that Job has said, and will try to systematically rebut them. In verse twelve he notes that he believes Job is totally wrong in his statements, but that he will correct these, for the ways of God (Eloah) are too exulted for ordinary men like Job, but Elihu, as an extra-ordinary man, has the answers. 
Elihu picks just a selected group of statements of Job. 

1.
I am pure and without sin. Job 9:20, 23, 28, 16:17, 

2.
I am without guilt, and spotless from sin. Job 10:7, 23:11-12, 27:5-6,29:14.

3.
God has found malicious things against me. 9:30-31, 10:15-17, 13:25, 14:16.

4.
God has treated me like an enemy. Job 9:17, 13:24, 16:19, 19:11, 30:21.

5.
God has put my feet in the stocks – trapped me. Job 13:27.

6.
God is watching all my paths to entrap and destroy me. Job 31:4.

Now a re-reading of these statements of Job indicates that this man has misinterpreted Job’s words, although he has correctly picked up that Job is accusing the Lord of injustice, but he fails to see that Job simply seeks an answer.

Verses 13 – 18.  

Elihu is offended at the very thought that Job would question God and expect an answer from God. Why should God answer man about His actions? Yet he goes on and details ways that the Lord does speak to men through revelations by means of dreams, visions, and special revelations into the very ear of a special called man. He believes he is such a man. God’s purpose through special revelation is, he believes, to save men from mischief and hold men back from pride and arrogance. On this basis Elihu will deduce that because God did not save Job from mischief, and clearly has not stopped him being arrogant, then Job is not a man of God. 
Elihu believes that God will always reveal disaster to his people before it unfolds so that his people may be saved from disaster and be kept from any trouble. If people are not saved from disaster, then it proves they were not godly, and obviously deserved the disaster! This viewpoint is common within Medieval Catholicism, Calvinism, and some forms of extremist Islam. It has even hindered recent aircraft crash investigations in at least one country, with the examiners beginning from the viewpoint that the plane was meant to crash, and that the people aboard clearly deserved to die, or their time on earth was over, and so a very cursory investigation was conducted. It is summed up in the phrase, “God wills it”, just as the Crusader’s motto was, “Deus Volt”, meaning the same thing.

Verses 19 – 22.  

God may select extreme punishment to educate man in some matter, and Elihu lists the things that God may do to punish or educate an errant man. Elihu believes that these things are all signs of the sinfulness of the person involved, for the Lord has to go to these extremes to correct him. He identifies all the sufferings of Job as evidence of God’s educational processes for disobedient and sinful men. The picture here is so close to Job’s actual state that there can be no doubt that Elihu means Job to feel that this is truly his state. 
Elihu believes that the destroying angels (demons) are punishing him. Now in this he is close to the truth, in that it is Satan who has attacked Job, but he is also very far from the truth. It is another example of these men coming close to the truth, but their theology gets in the way of them exploring these thoughts. Elihu wants Job to recognise himself here as a man under judgement, for he sincerely believes that if Job does, then he can repent and be lifted up to blessedness again.

Verses 23 – 24. 

There was a primal belief in an angel who looked after men also. This is a reference to what the Bible refers to as THE ANGEL OF THE LORD. This is a reference to the Lord Jesus Christ, and this is close to the truth, for the Lord has been ensuring Job is not pushed beyond the limits God the Father set. Elihu has some understanding that what has happened does involve the Angelic Conflict, but he is not clear on the details, and he makes the mistake of filling in the gaps in his knowledge with his own thoughts and speculations.  This man thinks he has knowledge that he doesn’t have and speaks of things that he needs special revelation to understand. God will reveal these things to the author of this book, but Elihu is not that person.  

Verses 25 – 28.  

Elihu now heads off onto a flight of fantasy. In this fantasy of revelation Elihu pictures the person saved by the Angel of the Lord, and pictures him being lifted up and prospering with great blessing of body, material goods, and spiritual righteousness.  Such a blessed person openly confesses all his previous sins and acknowledges that he was wrong before, and has been delivered by the grace and mercy of the Lord alone. He sees that previously he had “perverted what was right”, but that now, being delivered by the angel, he rejoices in the light! This imagined vision of the converted sinner is meant to put pressure on Job to recognise that he is indeed this pathetic man, and he needs to repent and be restored to God on Elihu’s terms.  It simply shows what nonsense fills Elihu’s head.
Verses 29 – 33.  

 Elihu firmly believes in grace. He is sure of himself and of God’s grace, and of course, he is absolutely correct in all he says here about God’s ability to save, but the application of the principles here is flawed. God does bring men back from the pit of death again and again in grace, love and mercy. God will lift up Job again, but God does not require Job to make any false confessions of sins he hasn’t committed. Verse thirty one indicates Job tries to stop him at this point, but Elihu orders Job to be silent and for him to keep listening to his words. He then asks Job to speak if he has an answer, but then once again tells him that he hasn’t got any answers, and urges him to be quiet so that he can hear the real wisdom from Elihu!

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Sincerity is not a virtue, only truthfulness is a virtue. People can be sincere and wrong 100%. Elihu is sincere in his beliefs, but he is absolutely wrong. He is pure in his heart, for he genuinely seeks to maintain the honour of God, but he is absolutely wrong in what he says. Do not be impressed by people’s passion or sincerity for what they argue is truth, only check what they say against the scriptures. The truth is known by its identity with the revelation of God, and it is further known by the fruit of the person’s life that proclaims it.  On both counts Elihu is condemned, and so are most fanatics today on the same grounds. 

2.
True doctrine can be perverted by false application. We must be careful in our speaking about doctrines so that their application is correct. To urge a person to apply a true doctrine in a situation where another is appropriate is to lead that person into confusion and despair.  Let us cut a straight line in our teaching. Elihu also reminds us of the dangers of inventing stories to illustrate truths and thereby perverting the truth into fantasy.

DOCTRINES

BIBLE – BIBLE AND THE BELIEVER

BIBLE – INSPIRATION

ANGELS

ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT

CHRIST – ANGEL OF JEHOVAH

NOTES
CHAPTER 34

INTRODUCTION
This man speaks as if he is the wisest man on earth, and is always pausing and reminding people that they should be listening to him. I take from this that there is some irritation amongst the older men at his arrogant and self important words. Even if I am right in this he doesn’t notice, for he is focused upon the passing on of his great knowledge. He speaks as if he is a great philosopher, and pretends to invite the men to engage with him in debate and Socratic dialogue, but he clearly doesn’t want any interruption to his monologue. This complex of contradictions is the arrogant young theologian Elihu and only God will finally stop his long winded pontifications.

JOB 34:1-37
1 Furthermore Elihu answered and said, 2 Hear my words, O ye wise men; and give ear unto me, ye that have knowledge. 3 For the ear trieth words, as the mouth tasteth meat. 4 Let us choose to us judgement: let us know among ourselves what is good. 5 For Job hath said, I am righteous: and God hath taken away my judgement. 6 Should I lie against my right? my wound is incurable without transgression. 7 What man is like Job, who drinketh up scorning like water? 8 Which goeth in company with the workers of iniquity, and walketh with wicked men. 9 For he hath said, It profiteth a man nothing that he should delight himself with God. 10 Therefore hearken unto me ye men of understanding: far be it from God, that he should do wickedness; and from the Almighty, that he should commit iniquity. 11 For the work of a man shall he render unto him, and cause every man to find according to his ways. 12 Yea, surely God will not do wickedly, neither will the Almighty pervert judgement. 13 Who hath given him a charge over the earth? or who hath disposed the whole world? 14 If he set his heart upon man, if he gather unto himself his spirit and his breath; 15 All flesh shall perish together, and man shall turn again unto dust. 16 If now thou hast understanding, hear this: hearken to the voice of my words. 17 Shall even he that hateth right govern? and wilt thou condemn him that is most just? 18 Is it fit to say to a king, Thou art wicked? and to princes, Ye are ungodly? 19 How much less to him that accepteth not the persons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor? for they all are the work of his hands. 20 In a moment shall they die, and the people shall be troubled at midnight, and pass away: and the mighty shall be taken away without hand. 21 For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and he seeth all his goings. 22 There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves. 23 For he will not lay upon man more than right; that he should enter into judgement with God. 24 He shall break in pieces mighty men without number, and set others in their stead. 25 Therefore he knoweth their works, and he overturneth them in the night, so that they are destroyed. 26 He striketh them as wicked men in the open sight of others; 27 Because they turned back from him, and would not consider any of his ways: 28 So that they cause the cry of the poor to come unto him, and he heareth the cry of the afflicted. 29 When he giveth quietness, who then can make trouble? and when he hideth his face, who then can behold him? whether it be done against a nation, or against a man only: 30 That the hypocrite reign not, lest the people be ensnared. 31 Surely it is meet to be said unto God, I have borne chastisement, I will not offend any more: 32 That which I see not teach thou me: if I have done iniquity, I will do no more. 33 Should it be according to thy mind? he will recompense it, whether thou refuse, or whether thou choose; and not I: therefore speak what thou knowest. 34 Let men of understanding tell me, and let a wise man hearken unto me. 35 Job hath spoken without knowledge, and his words were without wisdom. 36 My desire is that Job may be tried unto the end because of his answers for wicked men. 37 For he addeth rebellion unto his sin, he clappeth his hands among us, and multiplieth his words against God.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 4.  

These constant appeals to be heard are the mark of weakness. For a man to appeal to be heard rather than just speaking, is a sign that his voice, or the content of his speech, is weak. When we have the truth, and are called to be preachers of the truth, we just speak with the power of the Holy Spirit, and the Lord ensures we are heard. When men have to appeal for quiet in mealy mouthed tones, it is a sign that they are pathetic in tone or content, and ought to remain silent. 
This man is self important, but his constant appeals to his listeners indicate they are not listening as he believes they should. He wants them to taste his words and test them, but he has not said anything of substance to date to apply these words to. This man has spoken in waffle and fluff, and he continues to do so. He indicates he is going to test Job’s words and invites them all to reflect upon them.

Verses 5 – 9.  

He quotes Job again in these verses, and once again he takes Job’s words out of their context. Remember the great words of Hebrew Scholar the late Dr David L Cooper, “A text out of it’s context is a pretext”. This man Elihu is a great quoter of Job, but always he links isolated quotes to make Job appear to be a man he isn’t. He claims Job has said:

1.
I am guiltless. 10:7, 11:4, 16:17, 29:14, 32:1, 33:9.

2.
God has set aside my rights. 9:17, 27:2.

3.
I am telling the truth and will not lie. 27:4-6.

4.
The arrows of the Lord are incurable, and he has not sinned to deserve this. 6:4, 16:13.

Once again a reading of Job’s words in their context within each of his speeches does not back the really negative spin that Elihu puts on the words by grouping them the way he does. This man is a debater, and taking words out of context is his specialty. We must be careful of this ourselves, for when passions are hot on the topic, it is easy to miss-hear and then misquote an opponent to win a point and silence them.

Elihu really wants to crush Job into the floor, and he doesn’t really care for the intervention of the others to assist him in this. He mocks Job as the worst scorner of God that has ever lived. He believes Job is one of the worst men he has ever met. He accuses Job of being constantly in the company of evil men, and the friend of the enemies of God. Where does this come from? What relevance has this to his quotes? The answer is, none whatsoever. 
This man isn’t doing anything other than a total assault on Job’s person and nature, and he quotes Job’s words only so that people will recall the phrase and remember Job said something like that. Once Elihu has that recognition in people’s minds he then proceeds to cast doubts upon Job’s character and words without any further proof. He is an example of the worst of the “spin doctors” that the politicians of our day have used in their smear campaigns against their opponents. 

Verses 10 – 15.  

There is much, much more happening in this case than this man’s philosophy can handle.  He wants the “men of understanding” to hear him. Now pause and reflect upon what that means. It means the men who agree with him. Elihu provides a great case study of arrogant leadership that is still common in our own world. We are surrounded by men and women who masquerade as leaders, and who use language that labels all who disagree with them as “negative” people. This man is a type of all bad leadership down the ages; full of his own arrogance, convinced he is right, and dismissive of all who disagree with him. 

God does not “do wrongfully” at all at any time. God does not do evil. All these things are obvious, and Job is made to appear as if he is claiming this, when he is not. This man takes Job’s tortured words and twists them into a gallows to hang him from, but the Lord will hang this man by his own words. Having stated the obvious and made Job appear to be opposing this, he then turns to state the same old wrongful theology that his friends have been boring us all with for over thirty chapters! He states that what a man receives he deserves to receive from the Lord, and if a man received judgement and disaster, then it is what he deserves. As a man walks through life so the events unfold over him in his life. 
Now this is a complete falsehood, and has no backing from the Bible at all! Hebrews 11:35-40. Good and great men and women have suffered apparently cruel fates, but they have all died under the provisions of the Lord’s DYING GRACE. There are mysteries in this world that are way beyond the grasp of limited men, and Job understands that and believes that God will answer his questions, because he knows the answers are there. Elihu believes that because God made him he can understand God. This is a category error! Elihu has placed himself into the category of God and the Lord will later make it very clear that he doesn’t belong there.
God does not pervert justice, but he at times allows evil to have an apparent victory, but Elihu cannot allow that possibility in his philosophy. God has the whole earth in his hands and does not lose track of anything. If God lifted His attention for a moment and stopped breathing upon the earth for a second, Elihu believes it would all dissolve. He believes it is God’s active involvement in the world that keeps it all working. Elihu’s concept of God is that He is as Obsessive and Compulsive as he himself apparently is. 
God has all the details of every aspect of the earth in His hands, but it is effortless, not frantic, panic driven, or intense. These theologians see God as bigger images of themselves and speak of God as if He is operating as they do. It is an error called “Anthropropathism”; speaking of God as if HE is a man. God is way beyond this man’s capacity to comprehend, and he says that at times, but then speaks one sentence later as if God is working exactly as he does.
Verses 16 – 20.  

Once again he urges the men to hear his words, and we can only speculate about why he does this again at this point within seconds of his previous call to hear and obey! As noted above, I suspect the others are uncomfortable with his words and are squirming in their seats. He asks dramatically, will these men condemn the Lord God who is always Just (the “All Just One”)? Now none of these men wants to condemn God for being unjust, but Job is asking for an explanation of what looks unjust. What is the issue here? 
Actually we already know that Job’s suffering has nothing whatsoever to do with Justice, but it has everything to do with righteousness. It is unjust that Job suffers, for he doesn’t deserve it at all. What has happened to him is related to bigger issues than justice; it relates to righteousness and the Angelic Conflict. What is “Just” will be done in the end, but at this point the scales of justice are badly unbalanced, but that is only because the battle in the Angelic Realm is not over yet. This is the point that Job will learn and the others will see. They are demanding that there be a solution immediately, but the drama isn’t over yet, and only when it’s over will they have all the facts that they can handle this side of eternity.
At the heart of this debate is the point that all the men are demanding a solution that fits with their theology, but they are all operating on the basis of incomplete facts and limited space-time minds. They have not waited for God. The drama isn’t over yet and all the facts are not yet in. Elihu comes close to observing this at times, but his theology then leads him away again. Verse 17A is confusing in its words, but may be expressed, “Would any man who hates righteousness (as Job does) ever be able to subdue God?” In other words, will Job be able to force God’s hand and get God to answer him? 
Elihu’s complex way of speaking makes analysis of his words difficult and is another indication of what today is referred to as “Personality Disorder”. One of the key hall marks of personality disordered people is their complexity of thinking; they find it difficult to be straight forward in their logic and they are often paralogical in their thinking, with split second changes of mood and content. Personality disordered people are confused and baffling in the structure and content of their thinking, and do not listen to normal logic, for their view of the world is self centred. Their pattern of thinking is influenced by evil, and only the Spirit of God can break this down.  This man is I believe what we now call a Narcissist; he is self important and self centred, simply masquerading as righteous and holy.
Elihu speaks as if Job is seriously insulting God. A careful reading of all Job’s words to date doesn’t back this deduction at all. Job is hurting and confused and seeks the Lord’s answer, but to Elihu that is blasphemy. All Elihu has heard is questioning of God, and his anger is so hot at this, that all logic is lost. We see this today, with many of the excesses of Moslem extremism, where we have seen people beheaded, burned alive, or stoned to death for nothing at all, but the crowd doing the murders are screaming “blasphemy”. 
Logic is not engaged when people get this inflamed with religious fervour, and reasonable argument goes out the door. Elihu makes accusations against Job that are absurd and baffling to logical minds. He pictures Job as a poor (stupid) man, made by God, and yet insulting God and calling God, “worthless one”. This is such an exaggeration and perversion that it is incomprehensible, and many past commentators did not interpret Elihu correctly because they had never seen such people in their life time. 

In Western Civilization the last of those like this man, with the power to commit murder, were the Dominican friars of the evil Inquisition, and so the commentators of the 19th and 20th centuries didn’t see that Elihu is one of this sort, because it was hundreds of years since such false logic had been used in Europe. Today we have this sort of argument heard on our television news every day by fundamentalist Moslem extremists and so it is easier to interpret Elihu, for we see his like performing their evils every day somewhere. He ends this section of his speech by reminding them all that the Lord will kill them all, and even notes that “at midnight” God moves to destroy, and kills these people. This is absolute nonsense, but his grave tones make it sound real. 
His point is that Job has been destroyed because of his blasphemy, and all his servants who have died have died because of blasphemy, and God is behind all the deaths, for He is the ruler of the universe and they have insulted Him. Note this man’s words and tone, and be aware of this sort of evil, for we face it today. The voice of this man Elihu is still heard on the streets of Afghanistan, Iran, and other extremist states today, and people are still being murdered daily as a result of speeches exactly like the ones we are studying here. 
Verses 21 – 23.  

Now Elihu notes in these verses absolutely true things, and it is the mixture of true and false that gives evil men like this their credibility. Adolf Hitler came to power because of his satanic ability to mix truth and falsehood and baffle the German people about the extent of the evil he planned, and yet in satanic narcissism he had announced his full program in his book “Mein Kampf”.   Hitler was just a nastier version of Elihu.  People give those like Hitler and Elihu credibility, and believe they are not “as bad” as their written material often proves they are.
If these people like Elihu are given power and authority they will always abuse it to an extreme that others do not believe is possible. Because they are so convinced of their righteousness, they will commit any murder to justify themselves and prove that their viewpoint is correct by silencing all opposition. No-one is allowed to ask questions of God and live in Elihu’s theology.   
Verses 24 – 28. 

The arbitrary nature of God’s judgements and the speedy violence of his actions is the thing that Elihu emphasizes. Men are raised up and crushed and God gives no explanations to mere men. We are the “toys of God” according to Elihu. His view of God is that of the pagan theologies that picture the gods as petty and violent, taking pleasure in crushing men like worms. It is a nasty passage this one, and shows the evil of this man’s viewpoint, for if a man has a god like the one described, then he will murder others the same way his god does! 
This is why we have seen such evil from extremism in today’s world. Those who have such a view of God will deal with their fellow man as they believe their god does. Notice in verses 27-28 the accusation against Job again; that he has oppressed the poor and needy and for these evils he is being judged. This man has rejected Job’s defence and accuses him of sins against God (blasphemy), and man (exploitation and abuse of the poor and vulnerable).
Verses 29 – 32. 

The path to restoration of wealth and peace is clear to Elihu. Job must humble himself before the theologians and their god. He must “make his peace” with their god, and then he will be delivered. He must admit he is totally wrong in all he has said, and truly guilty of all the sins they have accused him of. He has been a “net to the people”. He has trapped people in his net of evil, and if he acknowledges that and confesses his evil, then he can be delivered. 
The words of confession that he is to use are then given to him in verses 31 and 32. If he humbly uses these words and bows before the friends and their god, then he will be forgiven and restored. If he humbly asks the friends to show him the wisdom and truth he lacks, that he might see the reality of his evil, then they will be able to explain all this clearly to him. 
Verses 33 – 37. 

These words drip sarcasm, and Job is referred to as a man without wisdom, because he has asked God for an explanation. Job is the one finding fault with God, so Elihu demands he state what he expects the Lord to do or say. This is an illogical attack upon Job and bears no relationship whatsoever to the things Job has said. It is sheer assault and battery upon poor Job, and Elihu doesn’t see that he is being heartless and cruel to a man who is in deep pain. Elihu sees the pain as reason to cause more! 
Elihu is working with para-logic here; he is running a parallel course to the real world. He wishes that Job be punished more than he has been for his evil words.  He sees him as multiplying his speeches “against God”, whereas Job has simply tried to express his baffled confusion and sought an answer from God. Job has become irritated and frustrated, and he has suggested that God is in some way unjust, but he has the expectation that God will answer him satisfactorily. 
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Beware the “spin doctors” of this world. These men and women delight in the destruction of good men and women by all manner of false quotation and all manner of distortion and distraction from the truth. Beware of all who twist truth, and remember this is a satanic trick and indicates the source of the attack and the real “team” the spin doctor belongs to. 2 Peter 3:14-18.

2.
We see the evils of Elihu with us in today’s world, and the message of scripture is that “evil men will wax worse and worse” as we approach the end of this phase of human history. 2 Timothy 3:12-17, 4:3-5. We are called to teach the truth about the coming days, for they will get darker, and believers need to know the truth, identify and name the evil, and walk in the Holy Spirit’s power. Only believers who know the truth of the Lord will be safe in the dark days to come. Let us be pastors who teach godliness and truth and prepare our people for the Elihus of our age and the Great Tribulation to come. Satan specializes in liars who manipulate with half truths and God’s people must spot them or be abused or murdered.
DOCTRINES

DYING GRACE

DEATH

PROPHECY – SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS

NOTES
CHAPTER 35

INTRODUCTION
Elihu simply catches his breath between the many sections of his speech. He is running hot and will not be stopped. His memory of Job’s speeches in reply to his three friends is good for specific phrases, but very poor for the meaning behind the words and their contexts. His attack continues with accusations and questions that are meant to drive Job to humbled “worm-like” repentance. Like Job we wait for, and long for the Lord to speak, for we seek real wisdom, not theological distortion. Proverbs 8:32-36. 
JOB 35:1-16
1 Elihu spake moreover, and said, 2 Thinkest thou this to be right, that thou saidst, My righteousness is more than God's? 3 For thou saidst, What advantage will it be unto thee? and, What profit shall I have, if I be cleansed from my sin? 4 I will answer thee, and thy companions with thee. 5 Look unto the heavens, and see; and behold the clouds which are higher than thou. 6 If thou sinnest, what doest thou against him? or if thy transgressions be multiplied, what doest thou unto him? 7 If thou be righteous, what givest thou him? or what receiveth he of thine hand? 8 Thy wickedness may hurt a man as thou art; and thy righteousness may profit the son of man. 9 By reason of the multitude of oppressions they make the oppressed to cry: they cry out by reason of the arm of the mighty. 10 But none saith, Where is God my maker, who giveth songs in the night; 11 Who teacheth us more than the beasts of the earth, and maketh us wiser than the fowls of heaven? 12 There they cry, but none giveth answer, because of the pride of evil men. 13 Surely God will not hear vanity, neither will the Almighty regard it. 14 Although thou sayest thou shalt not see him, yet judgement is before him; therefore trust thou in him. 15 But now, because it is not so, he hath visited in his anger; yet he knoweth it not in great extremity: 16 Therefore doth Job open his mouth in vain; he multiplieth words without knowledge.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 4. 

Now the baffling thing about Elihu is his ability to take what Job says and then distort it to make it something absurd and shocking. To question Job as if he is saying his righteousness exceeds that of God is absurd, yet that is what Elihu’s theology leads him to suspect of Job. The way we hear things, and the way what we hear is interpreted is affected by our mental frame of reference. 

This is why false theology is so dangerous, for it distorts perception and hinders understanding for those infected by it. This is why we are urged as pastors to oppose all false teaching. 1 Timothy 4:1-12, 2 Timothy 2:14, 23-26, 3:1-7, 14-17, 4:1-5. We must see it for the mental poison it is. Often heretical views are slow acting poisons, but if they are satanic, they are effective in their goal if left unchecked. These false views rot the very soul of the person they influence.  

Elihu has heard Job’s words in chapter 9:22 and inferred from its words an assault upon God that Job would not ever make. Elihu’s very thinking patterns have become malicious and exaggerated to a point where he seeks the destruction of a man who is in need of godly and scriptural encouragement. Truly Elihu has a satanic viewpoint, but it is masquerading as a pious one. Refer to the BTB studies below, as they cover the topics around satanic influence and its results and remedies.  

Verses 5 – 8.  

Elihu takes himself so seriously and he states the obvious as if none has spotted the truths he expounds upon before his words are uttered. Elihu begins by urging Job to look upwards to the heavens, which is something Eliphaz spoke of in chapter 22:12, and Job has done this already and reflected fully upon the truths that the creation teaches. Job 7:20-22, 23:3-10. Job ends with assurance that the Lord will speak and that he will be justified. Elihu hates this thought and challenges Job with incorrect deductions from the magnitude of God and the finitude of man. 
God is so high above us that it is incomprehensible, but that does not mean that our sins do not have an immediate effect upon God. Man’s sin and man’s righteousness have an effect upon God, for they are part of the Angelic Conflict, which is at the very heart of the reason for the creation of this universe. 
Elihu’s point is obscure, like his reasoning and the exact meaning of his words in verses 7-8 are to me still obscure. He appears to be arguing here that man cannot add to God anything, or take anything away, and so man ought to cast himself at the feet of God and accept whatever God does with him. Goodness brings reward, and godlessness brings punishment, and man must just accept this without any objection or question. The Bible teaches a different thing altogether and encourages us to pour our questions out before the Lord. 1 Peter 5:5-9.

Verses 9 – 13.  

If God has not answered a prayer there is only one reason as far as Elihu is concerned; it is the pride filled evil heart of the man praying the prayer. Refer below to the BTB study on PRAYER, for the truth is not that simple at all. Elihu notes that men cry aloud for God’s help when they face multiple oppressions, and the assaults upon them of those who are more powerful. This is normal, but pointless, for the Lord does not hear the unrighteous, nor answer the ungodly. 
Now he is right to an extent, for unconfessed sin in the life does hinder prayer being heard, in fact the only prayer God hears of the sinner is the prayer of repentance and confession.  While this is true, it is not true to picture God as not hearing man, for God seeks to bless, and judgement is His strange work, not His preferred work. It is this very pagan view of an angry God that makes Elihu’s arguments so violent towards Job. His view of God has made him the angry young man we hear speaking here. Isaiah 28:7-14, 21. By the fruit of the life you can assess the truth of the theology! Matthew 7:13-23.

Verses 14 – 16. 

Prayer is not heard when men’s hearts are filled with “vanity” (verse 13). This word means “emptiness”, and is a good picture of Elihu himself, although he will not see this at this point. When man rejects or ignores God’s truth he gives himself over to a vacuum in his soul that will then suck in all manner of nonsense to fill the God-shaped void. Unless we fill our soul with truth, lies will make their home there. 
In verse fourteen Elihu comes very close to the truth again, but then veers crazily away into falsehood again. He is absolutely right that what is needed by them all is to “wait for the Lord” to speak. Even though Job cannot see the Lord as he wishes, “the cause” is now lying before the Lord, and He will answer in His time. In this Elihu is correct, and when God speaks in chapters 38-42 he himself will be rebuked in a manner he does not believe possible. 

At this point Elihu believes that Job’s arrogance, like the arrogance and godlessness of all unsaved men, is simply the attitude of fools awaiting God’s great judgement upon them. Clearly the Lord has not judged Job enough yet, for his arrogance indicates there is still pride and godlessness within him. God’s punishment will continue until Job is crushed totally according to Elihu’s theology. Job’s sullenness will be amply repaid in judgement according to Elihu. God is simply waiting to do even worse things to him than have already been done. Elihu’s view of God is terrible indeed. Refer to the BTB doctrines below. Elihu believes sincerely that all that Job has said is an affront to the character of God, and the Lord will judge him for his foolish words that demonstrate he has no wisdom at all.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
By the fruits of a man’s lips and life is the truth of his theology known. Christ likeness is the sign of genuine Christian theology, and a bitter angry heart is the hallmark of the satanic viewpoint. Let us challenge the Lord’s people under our care to be sure that they walk in the Spirit and so ensure that the Word of God applied produces the FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, not the FRUIT OF THE OLD SIN NATURE in their lives.

2.
The doctrine of the Character of God is a foundational doctrine for the stability of all believers. We are stabilized in the truth of God’s holiness coupled with His love for us, and care over us. God’s heart towards those for whom Christ died needs to be understood so that we might truly rest in Him, and worship Him as we ought. It is in true worship that we find our peace. 
DOCTRINES

BIBLE – BIBLE AND THE BELIEVER  
HERESY

ANGELS – COUNTERFEITS OF SATAN

CHRISTIAN LIFE – MENTAL ATTITUDE

CHRISTIAN LIFE – PRAYER

CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

CHRISTIAN LIFE – REPENTANCE

GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD

GOD – GOD CARES FOR YOU

CHRISTIAN LIFE – FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT  
HOLY SPIRIT – FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  
SIN – OLD SIN NATURE

SIN – OLD SIN NATURE, FRUIT OF
NEBUCHADNEZZAR – PRIDE

CHAPTER 36

INTRODUCTION
Elihu keeps speaking, and from his on-going references to the others, I suspect with their increasing irritation. He keeps speaking at a parallel course to the argument of the book. This man is way off the subject at every point, and when he speaks the truth, we find ourselves saying, “All that is very well, but it is irrelevant to the case before us”. Let us hear his second to last speech, and again note how close he comes to the truth, and yet how far away he drives again from it.
JOB 36:1-33
1 Elihu also proceeded, and said, 2 Suffer me a little, and I will shew thee that I have yet to speak on God's behalf. 3 I will fetch my knowledge from afar, and will ascribe righteousness to my Maker. 4 For truly my words shall not be false: he that is perfect in knowledge is with thee. 5 Behold, God is mighty, and despiseth not any: he is mighty in strength and wisdom. 6 He preserveth not the life of the wicked: but giveth right to the poor. 7 He withdraweth not his eyes from the righteous: but with kings are they on the throne; yea, he doth establish them for ever, and they are exalted. 8 And if they be bound in fetters, and be holden in cords of affliction; 9 Then he sheweth them their work, and their transgressions that they have exceeded. 10 He openeth also their ear to discipline, and commandeth that they return from iniquity. 11 If they obey and serve him, they shall spend their days in prosperity, and their years in pleasures. 12 But if they obey not, they shall perish by the sword, and they shall die without knowledge. 13 But the hypocrites in heart heap up wrath: they cry not when he bindeth them. 14 They die in youth, and their life is among the unclean. 15 He delivereth the poor in his affliction, and openeth their ears in oppression. 16 Even so would he have removed thee out of the strait into a broad place, where there is no straitness; and that which should be set on thy table should be full of fatness. 17 But thou hast fulfilled the judgement of the wicked: judgement and justice take hold on thee. 18 Because there is wrath, beware lest he take thee away with his stroke: then a great ransom cannot deliver thee. 19 Will he esteem thy riches? no, not gold, nor all the forces of strength. 20 Desire not the night, when people are cut off in their place. 21 Take heed, regard not iniquity: for this hast thou chosen rather than affliction. 22 Behold, God exalteth by his power: who teacheth like him? 23 Who hath enjoined him his way? or who can say, Thou hast wrought iniquity? 24 Remember that thou magnify his work, which men behold. 25 Every man may see it; man may behold it afar off. 26 Behold, God is great, and we know him not, neither can the number of his years be searched out. 27 For he maketh small the drops of water: they pour down rain according to the vapour thereof: 28 Which the clouds do drop and distil upon man abundantly. 29 Also can any understand the spreadings of the clouds, or the noise of his tabernacle? 30 Behold, he spreadeth his light upon it, and covereth the bottom of the sea. 31 For by them judgeth he the people; he giveth meat in abundance. 32 With clouds he covereth the light; and commandeth it not to shine by the cloud that cometh betwixt. 33 The noise thereof sheweth concerning it, the cattle also concerning the vapour.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 7.  

Elihu’s introduction to this section indicates he is sensing irritation on the part of Job and the friends with his words. Just reading his words drives me up the wall. This man is a pompous ass who is besotted with his own importance. I met a modern Elihu last night! I went to a wonderful birthday party of an old lady last night and had a wonderful time there, but there was an episode there which reminded me of this man Elihu. 

In our nation the Methodist Church Organization had been taken over by liberal theologians many years ago, and those who do believe the scriptures are often legalistic and formal in their worship. Their churches are controlled by their central organisation and any attempt to get anything spiritual going meets with censure. Their churches are reported closing every year and at least one of the ethnic Methodist churches had their buildings seized from them when they tried to secede from their organization due to conflicts with the liberalism of the leadership. 

At the old lady’s birthday party I attended an old Methodist preacher got up and waffled on in pious nonsense for about ten minutes. He was clearly swaying and strongly would state every few minutes, “I’m not drunk”. He was a disgrace to the Lord who he claimed to serve, and made a mockery of all the truths that he was able to parrot but may never have lived. It was an embarrassment for all genuine believers there. That is how I feel about this man Elihu. It is uncomfortable reading his words for us all, because we can all think of pious old hypocrites who spout them and embarrass us with the obvious nonsense that is sadly spoken by them in Jesus name.

Elihu claims to bring wisdom “from afar”, as if some exotic origin will add credibility to the nonsense he is about to say. I am reminded that only a few years ago people would speak in hushed and reverent tones about the “latest discoveries” from German or American liberal theological institutions. Even today people speak as if the origin of a piece of literature certifies its accuracy. All we focus upon is a statements truth or falsity; its place of origin is irrelevant. 
Elihu is determined to “ascribe righteousness” to his Creator God. This is all very noble, but if he accuses a truthful and distressed man of falsehood, all his pious words are proved false and evil.  He claims perfection in his own knowledge in verse four, and yet his previous arguments have proven all men limited in their understanding!

He then goes on to state the obvious, but draw false conclusions from the obviously true statements. God is mighty, and God does not act in any way scornfully towards men. God does not mock men, nor is mocked by them for long, but the timing of judgement is always in God’s hands, as is the timing of deliverance. It is not a correct deduction from the truths about the character of God that the Lord will always deliver the righteous from every testing situation by the first nightfall. 
Hebrews 11 records the many heroes of faith, many of whom are recorded in scripture as martyrs. The Lord Himself records the history of Israel as the history of the murder of the righteous, from the murder of Abel to the murder of Zacharias. Matthew 23:35.  It is simply not true that the righteous are always lifted up to great political, financial or social status. 

Most great believers were humble servants of the Lord and remained so all their lives. The gaining of great earthly prosperity is the exception not the rule for the servants of the Lord. Of the four great prophets who authored scripture, Isaiah dies as a martyr, Jeremiah suffers in jail and dies in exile in Egypt, Ezekiel suffers the loss of his wife and exile in a mud hut in Babylon, and Daniel alone of the four men lives in the palace, but suffers great threat there daily. All the apostles of the Lord except John died martyrs deaths as poor men, and John died as a result of the suffering he endured as a prisoner on the island of Patmos.

Verses 8 – 10.  

Elihu rejects all thought that suffering may occur to a pious and obedient believer. Now pause and reflect upon the stories of the Bible and see how many great men and women suffer, then hear Elihu’s words. Any suffering believer is a suffering believer because they are a disobedient believer to Elihu. They are “transgressors”, and that is the only reason why they suffer. God will tell them what He is doing however.  When men suffer for their sins, according to Elihu’s theology they will always be told by the Lord why He is dealing with them that way. They will be told that they have been “vainglorious”, and the Lord will speak to them words of warning, and command them to turn from their iniquity. 
What Elihu states is that Job is clearly a pride filled and empty headed man, who has committed gross iniquity and the Lord has punished him to bring him to his knees in order that he might be corrected, and moved away from his previous pride based evils. Elihu believes that God is trying to correct Job and all his words are designed to assist the Lord in that process.

Verses 11 – 12.  

If the pride filled penitents hear the words of correction and repent thoroughly then the Lord will hear them and they will be restored to great prosperity and physical pleasures. This travesty of the truth is the modern prosperity gospel message again, and it is as morally and theologically bankrupt here as it was in weaker form, from the three friends earlier. 
Elihu really pours the pressure on the suffering believer. He considers such people fools and resistant to the Lord their God. He goes on here. If however the pride filled fool will not hear the words of the Lord and repent thoroughly, then they will be judged totally by military disaster, and they will finally die as a result of their lack of knowledge of the truth.  

Verses 13 – 15.  

Those like Job are referred to as “the hypocrites”. They are abused as people who hold anger towards God to their hearts. They are described as cowards who cry when they are not really punished, and scream loud as if they are being unjustly treated when they are chained by divinely ordained circumstances. Such people will die screaming at a young age Elihu believes. Their lives are like that of the heathen (the unclean). 
The purpose of all this suffering however is, according to Elihu, gracious on God’s part. The Lord has done these things as the only things possible to move the hearts of such stupid and resistant people. If they had been intelligent in any way they would not need this severe treatment from the Lord. By oppression He has to get their attention and make them listen to truth; otherwise they will never hear it. As you read his words and hear his position do not think that it is dead theology, for many today still believe a variation of this theology, even within the Pentecostal community.
Verses 16 – 18.  

Elihu pictures the glorious day when the Lord does redeem the punished sinner. They are in a difficult situation, oppressed on every side, and it is as though the mountains around them fall away and they come upon open ground, with no pressures and tables laden with food. The joy of the person who has broken through to joy through their repentance is contrasted to the fool who continues to maintain their judgement against the judgement of God. 
Their anger is dangerous because it “entices” them to commit blasphemy against God. They are angry at God and they maintain their anger and frustration to their peril. They think that there is a great deal to be won if they are proved correct in their complaint, but they are truly misled.  They cannot win in their contest; for the Lord is always right and man is always wrong. Elihu is absolutely sure that Job is in the category of “fool”, but if he repents of his viewpoint, he can still be blessed by God.

Verses 19 – 21.  

Those who oppose God are challenged by Elihu that all their tears are just a waste of time. Their tears will not place them beyond the place of testing, for God does not attend to their tears, only their repentance. All their “efforts of strength” would be better used in repentance and humiliation before the Lord. They have sinned and nothing that falls short of total acceptance of that will save their miserable lives! 
They are not too long before nightfall comes, as if darkness will hide them from anything. They are told to turn away from evil, not towards the darkness of the night. They have desired evil and so they have affliction. If they repent from evil they will have light in their souls, rather than the darkness that will not hide their evils from God. All this is so irrelevant to Job, for he longs for the light of God to break into the darkness of soul he feels. Elihu has his false view of Job firmly fixed however and he is determined to preach it fully and thoroughly.
Verses 22 – 25.  

God acts well beyond the thinking processes of men and He is the teacher of all men. All this is true and Job seeks his instruction, but once again Elihu draws close to the truth and then moves off at another tangent. God is indeed the teacher and His words are indeed well beyond the thoughts of men. Elihu does not understand the Lord’s motivation for the events that have descended upon Job any more than Job does. Both men are stuck in a dark place, but Job alone correctly sees that this is a mystery, well beyond their theology to understand it at present. 
None may call God iniquitous, and Job hasn’t really done this, but he has serious doubts within, as a result of the mind numbing things that have happened to him. God’s works are magnificent and all we understand we rejoice in and glory over, but when we have a problem we have a problem. The issue here is that all these men need to bow before their ignorance, not try to find the sins of Job. They all need to wait upon the Lord and then they will hear His explanation and it will be far from the thoughts of Elihu. 

Verses 26 – 29.  

At this point we say “Hallelujah!”, and hope that Elihu has broken through to some form of epiphany and will recognise that he doesn’t understand God and His actions at all, but that hope is short lived. This man comes to the truth, speaks it aloud in verse twenty six, and then veers off back to his arrogant theology again. God is indeed “unsearchable”, and yet he believes he has understood all that God has to say and can confidently assign Job to torment. 
God is indeed exulted, but having sung this aloud Elihu returns again next chapter to further arrogant assaults upon Job. He sings of the glories of the Creator God above all man’s comprehension, but still clings to his arrogant theology. How is it that a man can come so close to truth and yet veer away again? He ends this section reflecting on the wonders of the weather patterns and acknowledges that the patterns of the skies and the weather are beyond man’s comprehension. We are indeed the recipients of grace in the rains, and all things in nature are in God’s hands. In light of that we need to be humble about all our “problems” and place them firmly in God’s hands for solution.

Verses 30 – 33.  

The majestic creative power of God is wonderful. His creative powers give us hope and confidence in our world, for we see His creative power and we see the animated way the creation works. Unfortunately Elihu takes this animation of the universe as evidence that God is moving in every thunder storm to punish someone, and bring judgement upon some individual. 
It is true that the animals pick up the coming storms and “feel” the lightning and thunder, but to Elihu God is personally directing the lightning bolts to their “targets”. It is this personally violent and very angry god that Elihu perverts the biblical revelation into. All things are in the Lord’s hands, and He Himself will comment upon this, but the vision here is of “Thor the thunderer”, not the biblical revelation of the true Creator God of Grace.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Let us remember that we are dust! Elihu sings of the wonders of God’s majesty, and the incomprehensible nature of His creation, and yet he then returns to his theme. It is easy to see Elihu’s faults, and yet we ourselves can be the same. It is so easy to allow our own viewpoints to colour our perception of the truth, and so miss the truth altogether. Let us be sure that in our Bible study we do not tell the text what it means before we have let the Holy Spirit show us what it means! Let us be spirit led, not theology driven in our study and life.
DOCTRINES

GOD – NAMES OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

GOD – COMFORT FOR BELIEVERS

CHAPTER 37

INTRODUCTION
This is the last section of the speech by Elihu before God breaks in and ends the pontifications of man. As you read through this chapter before we start the study on it, ask yourself a question. Does this read like there is a real storm approaching over the landscape? His words in this last section are more subdued than in previous tirades, although equally pompous. 

He speaks of the majesty of God, and still clings to the belief that, “He will not afflict” His servants. He finishes this section by a call to worship and in this he is correct. He is also correct in noting that the Lord does not respect any who think they are wise of heart, and in this he condemns himself.  He will discover just how wrong he is and we will not hear his voice again.
JOB 37:1-24
1 At this also my heart trembleth, and is moved out of his place. 2 Hear attentively the noise of his voice, and the sound that goeth out of his mouth. 3 He directeth it under the whole heaven, and his lightning unto the ends of the earth. 4 After it a voice roareth: he thundereth with the voice of his excellency; and he will not stay them when his voice is heard. 5 God thundereth marvellously with his voice; great things doeth he, which we cannot comprehend. 6 For he saith to the snow, Be thou on the earth; likewise to the small rain, and to the great rain of his strength. 7 He sealeth up the hand of every man; that all men may know his work. 8 Then the beasts go into dens, and remain in their places. 9 Out of the south cometh the whirlwind: and cold out of the north. 10 By the breath of God frost is given: and the breadth of the waters is straitened. 11 Also by watering he wearieth the thick cloud: he scattereth his bright cloud: 12 And it is turned round about by his counsels: that they may do whatsoever he commandeth them upon the face of the world in the earth. 13 He causeth it to come, whether for correction, or for his land, or for mercy. 14 Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God. 15 Dost thou know when God disposed them, and caused the light of his cloud to shine? 16 Dost thou know the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works of him which is perfect in knowledge? 17 How thy garments are warm, when he quieteth the earth by the south wind? 18 Hast thou with him spread out the sky, which is strong, and as a molten looking glass? 19 Teach us what we shall say unto him; for we cannot order our speech by reason of darkness. 20 Shall it be told him that I speak? if a man speak, surely he shall be swallowed up. 21 And now men see not the bright light which is in the clouds: but the wind passeth, and cleanseth them. 22 Fair weather cometh out of the north: with God is terrible majesty. 23 Touching the Almighty, we cannot find him out: he is excellent in power, and in judgement, and in plenty of justice: he will not afflict. 24 Men do therefore fear him: he respecteth not any that are wise of heart.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 5.  

I believe from the words here that the men are watching a great thunder storm sweep in towards them, and it is a supernatural storm from which God will break through in the next chapter. This man speaks in more settled tones here because he has a sense of the coming majesty of the Lord towards them all. He clings to his false viewpoint about what God will and will not do, but he is humbled and terrified as the storm approaches. 

From verse two we can tell that the sounds of the storm are both loud thunder and low grumbling. The lighting flashes from one horizon to the other. He is over awed by the display of divine majesty in the storm, but he cannot stop speaking. This man loves the sound of his own voice, and even when the Lord approaches he waffles on and on rather than simply rounding off his words quickly and bowing before majesty.

Verses 6 – 10.  

It may be that we have all the weather phenomena in this storm, or it may also be (given the pompous and talkative nature of Elihu) that he just keeps speaking of the various mighty storms he has seen. We cannot be definite, but my belief is that this is a real and very unusually powerful storm. God’s majesty is seen in every form of rain and wind; from the gentle rains to the heavy rains that help agriculture, to the violent wind driven rains that uproot trees and wash away hillsides. 

Men and animals are affected by the wind and rain, with men clenching their hands in the cold (this is the so called “seal on the hand”) and animals creeping away to their hiding places before the storm. The storm that comes upon them here is initially a cold storm, with their breath freezing before their mouths, and yet Elihu talks on. I have met men like this in many places; they speak on and on, well after the time to take shelter has come! Such people are full of themselves and don’t even spot the danger they are in, because they love to hear themselves speaking.

Verses 11 – 13.  

As the men likely are getting wet under the rains Elihu rambles on about the weight of the water carried by the clouds. He looks up the vast canopy of cloud and identifies that the Lord is directing each cloud to its place to rain on a specific area. Elihu has a fixation with the use of everything to make his point that God’s actions are always deliberate and specific. Now he is correct in this, but are God’s actions always for judgement? We already know that the Lord is doing something far different in the case of Job than in any other case. In verse thirteen he asks that very question, but then moves away from its logical conclusion back to the judgement theme. 

Verses 14 – 16.  

He calls Job to sit still and see and hear the wonderful works of God in the heavens above them. He asks Job a question that the Lord will also ask; does Job really understand all the creative works of God? The answer is clearly “NO”, but the answer regarding Elihu is also a strong “NO”. None of these men are close to the truth about what has happened here, for it is beyond their limited theology. God is indeed “perfect in knowledge”, and man is limited. Once again at this point Elihu can still redeem himself and bow before the Lord and admit that he also is in this category, but he clings to his certainties. 

Verses 17 – 20.  

At this point a strong south wind appears to blow out of the storm and light breaks through the clouds. God is just about to speak, but Elihu keeps speaking! They have felt freezing cold and now warm wind, and yet they are not silent before what is a most unusual storm. Of course Job does not believe that he could spread out the hot heavens above them, any more than he believes he can match the storm for power. 
He is humbled before God and doesn’t need Elihu’s correct, but irrelevant nonsense; all he seeks is an answer from the Lord. He doesn’t have long to wait at this point. The last verses here indicate that all the men expect God to speak, and Elihu, who believes he has spoken on God’s behalf, has no fear but keeps getting in his last challenges to Job. He is so sincere in his beliefs that he believes Job is running out of time to repent and so he speaks with all the power he can muster to get him to bow his knee before the Lord before the Lord speaks in final judgement.  

Verses 21 – 24.  

It would appear that the darkness of the clouds wrap around them again at this point. Elihu looks up at the gold hues in the sky above them as light shines through great clouds and refers to these as “God’s gold” around His throne. He refers to the “terrible majesty” of the Lord’s coming. God is approaching and they can now see that fact, and Elihu announces the coming of the Almighty, as the Lord’s special messenger. 
Even at this point he does not expect judgement himself, and gets in his last sword thrust at Job. He ends his words reminding all the men that God does not do unjustly or unrighteously and all men are in reverence of God. His last word is prophetic; “God does not respect the mere wisdom of man”. The Lord will now speak and silence all the wisdom of the men.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
As preachers we need to speak but equally we need to know when to stop speaking and call for solemn prayer in silence. There is a time for preaching and a time for God’s people to engage in silent prayer. Let us learn to identify the difference in the times, and correctly call the Lord’s people to the appropriate activity. 

2.
We are called to be the “Heralds of the King” and that means ministering truth to all who will hear it. It also means knowing the majesty of God and bowing before it. As the Lord’s heralds we are to mentor correct worship and reverence. Let us be reverent towards the Lord and careful in the sight of men. Let us be thoughtful in our preaching and quiet in our spirits. Much preaching and worship today is all too noisy, and we are in danger of thinking we are heard by our much speaking! Matthew 6:7. 
DOCTRINES

WISDOM

HERALDS

CHURCH – WORSHIP AND PRAISE

NOTES
CHAPTER 38

INTRODUCTION
The evidence is clearly “in” regarding the storm that Elihu describes by the time we enter this chapter. It has clearly been a great and uniquely powerful storm that descends upon the men sitting on the rubbish heap. 

The Lord now speaks from the howling hurricane force winds that swirl around them. The full fury of the storm crashes about their heads and God speaks directly to Job and answers his concerns. God does not speak to Elihu or the others, but directly to Job, His righteous, although confused, servant. As we hear these words let us be corrected in our view of God. We have inherited a fluffy and soft view of God from modern nonsense and we need to see that the Lord can be righteously angry with us, without being the “angry god” of the paganism that the friends have pictured. 

While Elihu and Job’s friends were too strong and violent in their view of God we have gone to the other extreme. We make God appear so loving and gracious that He does not raise His voice. These next chapters remind us that the Lord raises His voice at us at times. We can be told off just like Job is here, for he has sinned in his lack of faith. Romans 14:23. “Whatever is not of faith, is sin!” Let us remember this verse and tremble a little more than we do with our casual attitude to holiness. The Lord is offended at our lack of faith, and it is sinful to express doubt and worry. Worry is normal and it is sinful, for it means we do not trust our Maker and Saviour! Let us hear these words and be humbled and corrected.  It is indeed a “fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God”, and all hypocrisy brings God’s wrath.  Hebrews 10:31, 12:29.
JOB 38:1-41
1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said, 2 Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge? 3 Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me. 4 Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding. 5 Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it? 6 Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof; 7 When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 8 Or who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had issued out of the womb? 9 When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkness a swaddlingband for it, 10 And brake up for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors, 11 And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall thy proud waves be stayed? 12 Hast thou commanded the morning since thy days; and caused the dayspring to know his place; 13 That it might take hold of the ends of the earth, that the wicked might be shaken out of it? 14 It is turned as clay to the seal; and they stand as a garment. 15 And from the wicked their light is withholden, and the high arm shall be broken. 16 Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? or hast thou walked in the search of the depth? 17 Have the gates of death been opened unto thee? or hast thou seen the doors of the shadow of death? 18 Hast thou perceived the breadth of the earth? declare if thou knowest it all. 19 Where is the way where light dwelleth? and as for darkness, where is the place thereof, 20 That thou shouldest take it to the bound thereof, and that thou shouldest know the paths to the house thereof? 21 Knowest thou it, because thou wast then born? or because the number of thy days is great? 22 Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow? or hast thou seen the treasures of the hail, 23 Which I have reserved against the time of trouble, against the day of battle and war? 24 By what way is the light parted, which scattereth the east wind upon the earth? 25 Who hath divided a watercourse for the overflowing of waters, or a way for the lightning of thunder; 26 To cause it to rain on the earth, where no man is; on the wilderness, wherein there is no man; 27 To satisfy the desolate and waste ground; and to cause the bud of the tender herb to spring forth? 28 Hath the rain a father? or who hath begotten the drops of dew? 29 Out of whose womb came the ice? and the hoary frost of heaven, who hath gendered it? 30 The waters are hid as with a stone, and the face of the deep is frozen. 31 Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion? 32 Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons? 33 Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth? 34 Canst thou lift up thy voice to the clouds, that abundance of waters may cover thee? 35 Canst thou send lightnings, that they may go and say unto thee, Here we are? 36 Who hath put wisdom in the inward parts? or who hath given understanding to the heart? 37 Who can number the clouds in wisdom? or who can stay the bottles of heaven, 38 When the dust groweth into hardness, and the clods cleave fast together? 39 Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lion? or fill the appetite of the young lions, 40 When they couch in their dens, and abide in the covert to lie in wait? 41 Who provideth for the raven his food? when his young ones cry unto God, they wander for lack of meat.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 3.  

The general name for God (Eloah) is changed abruptly to JHWH (Jehovah) here to emphasise that the Lord is taking charge of the situation now and speaking dominantly to these men. The Lord addresses Job and demands to answer who it is that brings darkness to obscure wisdom and talks such nonsense as has been spoken. Now is the Lord referring to Job, or to all the men? I believe it is to all the men. The Lord is making it clear that none of them have wisdom in the matter before them, and none of them have the answers to the deep issues they have raised. 
It is Job alone however who is challenged to stand and gird himself in his clothes properly, and bow before his Creator and make his defence. Job has been sitting in his filthy clothes upon the rubbish heap. The rain has washed him, but he is still very dishevelled and the Lord orders him to straighten himself up and make himself as presentable as possible.  When we come before the Lord we are to be as well dressed as we can be and as clean and tidy as we can be.

Verses 4 – 7.  

Job is reminded of the truth of his confrontation with the Creator God. He is challenged to report his where-abouts when God made the universe. He was, like us all, in the mind of God, but not in any way comprehending that mind. Refer to the BTB studies on CREATION and ETERNITY. Having challenged Job to speak about the origin of time and matter, the Lord then challenges him to speak about the limits of space. By these two questions the Lord challenges Job to confront what philosophers call the “Bounds of Sense”.  
We cannot even have a thought that is not limited by the categories of space and time. These categories of thinking are fundamental to human minds, and this side of eternity we cannot go beyond them. The Lord pushes Job philosophically to recognise that everything they have all been arguing over is well beyond them to comprehend. Even the angels are created beings, and they were there at the creation of this universe, but even they are limited to knowledge of it. They do not know what went on before their own creation, and even though they were there when time and space were made, they remain limited in their understanding. Refer to the BTB studies on the ANGELS.  It is the arrogance of men that creates the flawed theologies we have seen in this book, and they all rest upon this issue, that limited men do not see their limits!
Verses 8 – 11.  

In these verses we are again introduced to a round earth spinning in space and to the Genesis Flood as a means by which the present earth was shaped. The placing of the vapour canopy above the earth and the breaking of that at the time of the flood is all referred to. Refer to the BTB studies below on Noah and the FLOOD. God set the bounds for the seas and for the waters above and below the earth. All this was referred to by the other men, and by Job, and they must have been feeling pretty smug at this point, for their arguments are being apparently used against Job, but it is in a very different way to the way they used them. 

Verses 12 – 15.  

Who orders the sunrise, and who brings it to fullness in it’s many colours? The beauty and wonder of the creation is the Lord’s point here. It doesn’t need to be as beautiful as it is, but God makes it so. God also causes His light to shine every day, even on those who love the darkness of evil. The friends must have thought that the Lord is going to accuse Job of evil at this point, but the Lord is playing now with them, as they played with Job. God makes it clear that He judges evil men, and reminds them all that those who stretch their arms out at Him in abuse have their arms broken, but it is in God’s time and in His way. 
The use of the motif of darkness is a reminder that we are speaking here also of the source of evil in the Angelic Conflict. The darkness lovers are the allies of Satan and it is he who is behind all the troubles that have come upon Job, and he will be judged and his arrogant rebellion against God (his outstretched arm) will be broken one day. God will surely judge, but not just yet! It is in the area of the timing of the Lord in His judging which is where the five men have got their argument wrong.

Verses 16 – 21.  

The depths of the sea are vast, in places as deep as Mt Everest is high. Job is challenged about these things, for he does not know the extent of the Lord’s creative power, or even the true scope of the wonders of this very small earth.  The composition of light and darkness are mysteries to Job, and will only be understood in the last fifty years as a result of Albert Einstein’s discoveries and mathematical calculations. The Lord is sarcastic to Job inviting him to consider when he was born and when the universe was made, and see that he doesn’t really have much idea of the things that matter in this creation. Even the angels are limited in their understanding of created life and the true nature of the earth. 

Verses 22 – 27.  

The vastness of the heavens and the factories of the hail and snow are mysteries to man, and only in the last hundred years do men even glimpse the truth about how these things are made and delivered to the earth. The divisions of the earth’s surface into ocean currents, and air masses, and the amazing weather patterns all take our breath away. There is a mysteriously wonderful complexity in the creation that works for the safety and security of man. 
God has ordered the world so that man lives upon its fragile crust by His grace and favour. We are in a controlled air space and have our being in a place that is truly blessed, and yet able to be disturbed at times to make the point that the Lord wants us to recognise; this is not our home, and we don’t own it!  We are all temporary residents here and have rental tenure on this temporary planet only.

The main point that we all need to grasp as we walk through this world, is that it is not our home, and that we are just “passing through” either on the way to knowing God or spending eternity with those who oppose God. We are all creatures made for eternity, one way or the other! Revelation 20:1ff. The Lord makes it clear to Job that if He cares for the herbs of the fields, then He cares for him, and has the details of Job’s life in His hands. 
It is this truth that the Lord spends time on in the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 6:25-34. It is a theme of scripture. Psalms 55:22, Philippians 4:6, 1 Peter 5:7. God cares for us all, and he has the details of our life in his hands. “Underneath are the everlasting arms”. Deuteronomy 33:27, Psalms 41:13, 90:2, 100:5, 103:17. Let us relax in these realities and worship the Lord our God in the midst of the growing darkness, for it is simply the prelude to victory.

Verses 28 – 30.  

The rain does have a father, and the dew that wets the ground has a father. The Lord is the father of all creation and has a fatherly eye on all aspects of the creation and His people within it. WE are not creatures in the hands of an angry God. He can be angry at our sin at times, but He is not an angry God, He is a gracious God. We are cared for by the Lord our God. 
Ice is scary to behold at times, and the solidity of the water over a frozen lake an awesome thing and the Lord has all the details of this in His hands. The heat and the cold are all in His plan and the Lord has all the smallest things under His care and concern. Man is made hot and made cold at times, but the Lord is behind these things as they are simply “natural phenomena” in His universe and we ought not to feel upset at being cold in winter, or hot in summer, for that is part of the universe. 
The Lord is moving Job, and the friends, to the place where they all see that all the details of Job’s life have always been in the Lord’s hands, and if there is suffering, then there is a reason in the midst of it and a purpose underneath it all. If we cannot understand a phenomenon it doesn’t mean anything except we can’t understand it! It is a reminder that we need humility and the intelligence to remember that we are just mere human beings; we are not God!

Verses 31 – 33.  

The movement of the star systems are mysterious. They were an amazement to the ancients, and even to modern astronomers there is amazement when we look into the galaxies and wonder. We face things beyond our ability to even speculate on reasons and purposes and space and time. We can only stand dumb struck when we look at galaxies millions of light years away and recognise that the light travelling from them has been travelling millions of years to be seen this night, and face the thought that they may have all gone out of existence a million years ago and we still wont know about that until the light fades in our sky. 
The light fading in our sky tonight is not the star going out tonight; it is simply the last light from that star reaching us. It may not have existed for centuries or even millennia! Men use astrology to predict things, yet the very stars they use follow laws laid down by the Creator, and the stars affect nothing, indeed many of these stars may not exist at this point and we wouldn’t know it because we are seeing their light arrive here after travelling for years through space.

Pause and reflect upon this, for the Bible predicts that many of “the stars will fall” in the Great Tribulation period. Revelation 6:13, 8:12. This means that the light of many of the stars we see now will go out during the Great Tribulation period. Pause and reflect upon that fact for a second. It means that the Lord has extinguished many of the known stars already, it is just that their light is still heading our way at present, and the Lord’s timing is such that they will be seen to “go out” at exactly the right time in the Great Tribulation period. The Creator has the whole universe in His hands and has already set things up so that the stars will extinguish at the right moment for His plan. 
Why do we worry when we are in the hands of such an awesome God? Pause also and reflect upon the astrologers, for they draw up charts for people on the basis of the observed movements of the stars, and they predict things on the basis of the laws of these stars movements, and yet the stars themselves may not even exist at this point, it may just be their light coming towards us! 

Verses 34 – 38.  

God has power and we are powerless when it comes to natural phenomenon. We cannot call up a storm, nor direct rain to a place by our words. Some will respond, but man can seed the clouds and “make rain”, but actually all they are doing is using what God has placed there. They are getting the clouds to release the rain they carry earlier than they would otherwise do. This issue is behind the subject today about scientists who are “making life” in their test tubes. They are starting their experiments with matter and energy that God has placed in the universe. No-one is creating anything in a test tube; they are simply re-organising what God placed already in the universe. No-one is creating life today, for God did it once and the basic ingredients are now here.

The natural phenomena of earthquake, lightning, rain and wind are not at man’s beck and call. The “natural instincts” of the birds and reptiles and all the animals are God given. We can train some creatures to do what we want them to do only because God has placed within them instincts that we can then manipulate, but we cannot change those instincts. There are really basic things that we take for granted but they are at the core of the universe and God placed them there. We discover things God made, we create nothing! 

Verses 39 – 41. 

The provision for the food of wild animals is a mystery to the ancients. They would see the lioness hunt at times but not really understand anything of the behaviours or feeding of the lions. Lions were worshipped yet little was known about them, and so also the ravens, they were seen and were part of the worship of some pagan cults, and yet their behaviours were a mystery. If man does not understand the lives and the fate of the animals and birds, then why is he baffled at things relating to the working and the fate of mankind, who have lives that are a lot more complex than the animals and birds. 
The Lord is not telling Job to study other creatures, but to reflect upon what he doesn’t know, and then acknowledge what he needs to know; that God does have control of all these things, and if He has, then his own life is safe in the Lord’s hands. God hears the cries of the animals and the birds. All of creation is in His hands, and so the challenge for man is to relax in the hands of the One who cares. 
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
When we come before the Lord let us stand or kneel in His presence, and let us be dressed in the best we have to wear and be as clean as we can be. Let us be holy and respectable in our dress and behaviour.

2.
How well do we understand our own human limits? We are limited people, constrained by temporal minds that are bounded by the categories of space and time. Let us be humble in our theological debates and careful in what we claim we “know”, and cautious of what we claim we understand. We do not know the timing, or the content of much of the plan, but let us ensure we learn all we can of the Lord’s plan. 

3.
God cares for us. We need to relax within the care of the Lord a lot more than we do. If the Lord cares for the animals and the birds then He will care for us. We are under the “much more care” of the Lord now as believers than we were as unbelievers. Romans 5:9-20, 2 Corinthians 3:9-11, Hebrews 9:14, 1 Peter 1:7.
GOD CARES FOR US. 

4.
This world is not our home, for we are just passing through. Our destiny is eternity with God who made this universe as decoration for us. The far distant stars themselves may not even exist at this point; it may just be their light travelling towards us. There is a plan, and that plan is rolling ever forwards towards the end of all things temporal. At a point in time in the near future, those upon the earth during the Great Tribulation period will see the stars fall, and yet what they will be seeing is the light from events that may have occurred millions of years ago, but the light from them arrives only at that time. 
All the final events of time are already in the mind and plan of God. The end is certain, and that end involves the victory of the Lord Jesus Christ and the final defeat of Satan and all who stood with him through time. Let us be settled in our souls regarding these things and focus all our energy on doing the work we are called to before the end comes. Luke 12:22-38, John 14:3, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26.
5.
The days will become darker and darker as the end draws near. Men’s hearts will fail them for fear in the last days of this earth, but it is but a prelude to the dawn of the Lord’s return. Matthew 24:4-28, Luke 21:25-28, 1 Timothy 4:1-11, 2 Timothy 3:1-17. The Lord will wrap this universe up and put it all away, to replace it with something better. Psalms 102:25-27, Hebrews 1:10-14, 2 Peter 3:10-13, Revelation 21.
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CHAPTER 39

INTRODUCTION
The Lord pushes Job, and his friends a lot further here, forcing them to admit that they understand very little of the natural world and the wonders of it. But there is a more powerful point being made here to these men than just natural history. The Lord brings them to the battles of so called “mighty men”, for no matter how great the men were, once dead on the battle field they are just the food for the eagles and buzzards. All of man’s vain glory is ended by death and the birds of prey feed upon them. The Lord is bringing these five men to the place where they will bow before Him without any arrogance, and without any questions. Even Job must learn, as we all must, that questions are to be dumped upon the Lord, 1 Peter 5:7, and they are to be left there. 

We are called to cast our burdens upon the Lord, and then to carry on in our worship and service without any distraction from an unanswered question. Our faith is to manifest itself in forward focused work for the Lord, irrespective of any unanswered questions in our life.  All people’s earthly lives end as bird or worm food, and we need to “buy up the time” of our life in service, not sit around and wait for the Lord to answer a question we have. We will get our answers at some point in time or eternity, but faith calls us to press forward to our God ordained end. We are in His Almighty hands, and that is to be enough for us as we press onwards confident in the final answers to all our questions.
JOB 39:1-30
1 Knowest thou the time when the wild goats of the rock bring forth? or canst thou mark when the hinds do calve? 2 Canst thou number the months that they fulfil? or knowest thou the time when they bring forth? 3 They bow themselves, they bring forth their young ones, they cast out their sorrows. 4 Their young ones are in good liking, they grow up with corn; they go forth, and return not unto them. 5 Who hath sent out the wild ass free? or who hath loosed the bands of the wild ass? 6 Whose house I have made the wilderness, and the barren land his dwellings. 7 He scorneth the multitude of the city, neither regardeth he the crying of the driver. 8 The range of the mountains is his pasture, and he searcheth after every green thing. 9 Will the unicorn be willing to serve thee, or abide by thy crib? 10 Canst thou bind the unicorn with his band in the furrow? or will he harrow the valleys after thee? 11 Wilt thou trust him, because his strength is great? or wilt thou leave thy labour to him? 12 Wilt thou believe him, that he will bring home thy seed, and gather it into thy barn? 13 Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the peacocks? or wings and feathers unto the ostrich? 14 Which leaveth her eggs in the earth, and warmeth them in dust, 15 And forgetteth that the foot may crush them, or that the wild beast may break them. 16 She is hardened against her young ones, as though they were not her's: her labour is in vain without fear; 17 Because God hath deprived her of wisdom, neither hath he imparted to her understanding. 18 What time she lifteth up herself on high, she scorneth the horse and his rider. 19 Hast thou given the horse strength? hast thou clothed his neck with thunder? 20 Canst thou make him afraid as a grasshopper? the glory of his nostrils is terrible. 21 He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his strength: he goeth on to meet the armed men. 22 He mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted; neither turneth he back from the sword. 23 The quiver rattleth against him, the glittering spear and the shield. 24 He swalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage: neither believeth he that it is the sound of the trumpet. 25 He saith among the trumpets, Ha, ha; and he smelleth the battle afar off, the thunder of the captains, and the shouting. 26 Doth the hawk fly by thy wisdom, and stretch her wings toward the south? 27 Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make her nest on high? 28 She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the crag of the rock, and the strong place. 29 From thence she seeketh the prey, and her eyes behold afar off. 30 Her young ones also suck up blood: and where the slain are, there is she.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 4.  

Why this talk of wild goats on the rocks and the “unicorns”? These were more of the mysterious animals that inhabited the wild places around the land of Arabia. They still exist, but only in wildlife reserves today in the Emirates, Saudi Arabia and many overseas zoos. They are agile and fast animals who appear to be able to walk on rocks that are almost perpendicular. Their dexterity and agility is amazing to behold. The name unicorn (“re-am” in Hebrew, meaning the “wild bull”) referred to one of the species of wild goats or gazelles of Arabia. The wild goats are probably the chamois type family of wild goat. We do not have mythical creatures here in the text; they exist only in the English translation.

The cycle of conception and birth of the gazelles was unknown at this time. They lived in such wild country that few saw them except from afar. They were hunted for their meat but were fast and the country they lived in meant their meat was a rare delicacy. Before rifles arrive on the scene it was very hard to kill these animals. What had been seen was the speed with which they gave birth and the apparent effortlessness of the birthing process. The hind of the gazelle crouched, the young animal slid out onto the ground, and within seconds it was standing, and within a minute or two it was running after its mother, and both disappeared into the wild lands never to be seen again by the frustrated hunter. 
The Lord’s point in this story is to illustrate His care and protection over the wild gazelles, to underline the fact that He is able to secure their safety, and has even ensured that the birthing process does not make them vulnerable for more than a few minutes to ensure they can escape their predators. If God cares for gazelles in such a way, will He not protect His called servants amongst men?  In the days of Jesus this was made more agrarian, with the sparrows.  Matthew 6:25ff.
Verses 5 – 8.  

The wild ass is the next animal brought forward in the parade of nature that illustrates God's many and various ways in which He protects His creatures, and has individually fitted them into the niches of local ecologies. The wild ass of the desert was a shy animal and unfitted to bearing burdens like the asses that could be tamed. These creatures were their own masters and lived in wild and apparently barren places, and had the knack of sniffing out green fodder miles away. They were able to find food when others would see nothing but parched landscape. 
If the Lord cared enough to make this animal able to survive harsh conditions, (an animal that was apparently of no value to man at all) then why would not God ensure a man who served Him could survive a “desert experience” to serve again? Job will “smell the grass” again, and will prosper once more. He has been through a testing/famine type experience, but the Lord will lead him to food again and his soul will be satisfied.

Verses 9 – 12. 

The oryx was at the brink of extinction in Arabia but has been brought back at a wild life park in the United Arab Emirates. They are the large and very noble looking gazelle that is very strong and unable to be tamed no matter how many generations of captivity are involved. They are likely the origin of the “unicorn” myths. These animals are of no use or value to man at all except for food at times. They cannot be tamed and used for agriculture, or be made to live in city type dwellings. They are creatures of the wild. They are part of the wild beauty of the open natural spaces. They exist purely for the joy of their existence! 
Just as with the stars, the Lord appears to be saying to Job that He has made all these creatures for His pleasure, not for man to use in agriculture. The earth is made for the drama of man’s redemption to unfold upon, but the natural beauty of it and the creatures within it are not there for man, but for the sheer beauty and joy they give to their Creator. Job’s problem, like his friends also, is that his view of the world is ego-centric. He has acted as if the entire universe exists just for him, when it has a lot bigger series of purposes than that. 
Many of the created things and animals are made for the sheer joy of the Lord. The beauty of the natural world is the testimony to the harmony and joy in the heart of God. Even the sin of man has not destroyed the beauty of the natural world and the stars. Man needs to humbly recognise that this universe is NOT ABOUT HIM, it is about the glory of God the Creator and our Saviour!

Verses 13 – 18.  

The ostrich is a great member of the bird family that was also baffling to the ancients. Whereas other birds sat upon their nests, the wild ostrich hid her eggs in the warm earth and apparently “forgot” them. She was a bird that indicated to all observers that she lacked wisdom, and yet her behaviours were perfectly suited to ensure she could ensure her eggs would have the best chance of hatching. Such a large bird could not sit on a nest or the eggs would be crushed anyway, and she was too great a target for hunters. Her meat is valued today as it was in the ancient world for food. She acted apparently “foolishly” and yet she would ensure that there were always her children to survive her. 
Even the foolishness of the ostrich was a form of wisdom that was not at all like the wisdom of man. The ostrich appears stupid, and to her children she appears harsh, and yet her young always survive and there is another generation. She herself, although considered “stupid” is able to outrun and escape from armed horsemen trying to kill her. The Lord’s point is once more bringing Job to the point where he sees that his definition of “wisdom” does not encompass the natural world, let alone comprehend the thinking of God. 

Verses 19 – 25.  

The power and majesty of the horse is a source of amazement and joy to all who work with this noble animal. They have a mind of their own, but a mind that can be tamed and brought to work with a skilled rider. The horse has raw power, and great courage under fire in battle. They will act courageously and many are the stories of history that recount the saving of a rider by the courage and strength of his horse. 
Horses in the ancient world acted as if they even enjoyed the challenge of warfare, as today they scent the race on the race course and are eager to head off and out run their fellows. There is a joy and power that is in the horse that is independent of the man who rides them. Once again we face the mystery of the created world that has power, energy and nobility that is quite independent of the man who may think he is running things.

Verses 26 – 30.  

The hawk does not fly “by the wisdom of man”. It is this phrase in verse twenty six that helps us understand the points that the Lord is making throughout this chapter. It is not in man to understand the natural world and its dynamics, nor is it in man’s wisdom to control the natural world. Man’s commands are irrelevant to the hawk. Now the hawk and eagle were trained by falconers in the Arabian desert in this day as they are still today, but even though they can get control of such birds, they don’t truly understand them. 
There is a mystery locked deep within the created world that man only glimpses at. We do not have understanding or control as we often think we have. Men fight and die and the birds feed upon them. We are apparently at the “top of the food chain”, and yet after a battle man becomes simply food for little eagles and hawks at the bottom of the food chain. In our arrogance we lift our self up, and yet in death we are cast down to the right level. We are not as smart as we think we are!
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
This world testifies to the joy of the Lord in the creative process. The Lord has made the worlds for His glory and His joy. There is far more beauty and rejoicing in nature than is needed for “evolutionary function”. 
The main argument against the theory of evolution is the sheer joy in the creation. There is much more joy here than is required for functional purposes. Job is challenged to look into the natural world and see that the Lord has made everything with a hand that speaks of joy and energy. His message to us is to trust Him, and to look for the joy He seeks us to have in His service. John 10:10. 

2.
We may be wise in our own eyes, but our thinking does not even really comprehend the animals and birds of the natural world. If we do not understand nature itself, we had better be relaxed about claiming to understand the Creator of the natural world. This world was not made just for the drama of redemption to be played out upon. The reason for things existing is not man-centred; the creation portrays and celebrates the CHARACTER OF GOD, and the joy of the Lord. Humility is called for! We are not as smart as we think we are by far!

DOCTRINES

WISDOM  
NEBUCHADNEZZAR – PRIDE  
GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD  
NOTES
CHAPTER 40

INTRODUCTION
Job now faces the facts and bows before the Lord his God in total humility. He is still hurting, but he is bowed before the One who has allowed his hurt, and will heal his hurt. There are far more powerful creatures in God’s created earth than have been let loose upon Job, and his understanding of all things natural is limited and weak. 
All of Job’s greatness and majesty when he had wealth is now seen as a breath of wind. All he has is temporary, and all his previous power is evaporated like morning mist and is gone, and yet God has the control of all the fierce creatures in His hands, and He has the whole earth in His hands. Psalms 102:25-26, Hebrews 1:10-12. Job also sees that as he is careful in his dealings with fierce creatures, so he needs to be a lot more careful in his dealings with God, and a lot more respectful than he has been.
JOB 40:1-24
1 Moreover the LORD answered Job, and said, 2 Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty instruct him? he that reproveth God, let him answer it. 3 Then Job answered the LORD, and said, 4 Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. 5 Once have I spoken; but I will not answer: yea, twice; but I will proceed no further. 6 Then answered the LORD unto Job out of the whirlwind, and said, 7 Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 8 Wilt thou also disannul my judgement? wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be righteous? 9 Hast thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like him? 10 Deck thyself now with majesty and excellency; and array thyself with glory and beauty. 11 Cast abroad the rage of thy wrath: and behold every one that is proud, and abase him. 12 Look on every one that is proud, and bring him low; and tread down the wicked in their place. 13 Hide them in the dust together; and bind their faces in secret. 14 Then will I also confess unto thee that thine own right hand can save thee. 15 Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee; he eateth grass as an ox. 16 Lo now, his strength is in his loins, and his force is in the navel of his belly. 17 He moveth his tail like a cedar: the sinews of his stones are wrapped together. 18 His bones are as strong pieces of brass; his bones are like bars of iron. 19 He is the chief of the ways of God: he that made him can make his sword to approach unto him. 20 Surely the mountains bring him forth food, where all the beasts of the field play. 21 He lieth under the shady trees, in the covert of the reed, and fens. 22 The shady trees cover him with their shadow; the willows of the brook compass him about. 23 Behold, he drinketh up a river, and hasteth not: he trusteth that he can draw up Jordan into his mouth. 24 He taketh it with his eyes: his nose pierceth through snares.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 5.  

Job recognises that he is “too small” to answer any of God’s questions. He puts his hand over his mouth and will not speak again and make a fool of himself. He had spoken once and is now ashamed of his words, and then twice he answered back to God, and he is embarrassed and will not speak again. The Lord has not said anything new in his speech to Job so far, indeed he has repeated many of the things Job himself said about the natural world. Job 9:4-10, 12:7-10, 12:11-25, 26:5-14, . . . .etc. What has humbled Job? 
The Lord has spoken well understood words, but previously Job didn’t see these things with any clarity.  Job has now got the intended message from the Lord clearly; that all the wonders speak of HIS GLORY and it is from His glory that the explanations will come. There is no sinister purpose on God’s part behind the suffering of Job and all will work out for blessing, and even those who have died will not be robbed of their eternal rewards. God’s grace, mercy, love and righteousness will be intact in the end. 
Verses 6 – 9.  

God now speaks again, and repeats the command for him to stand and gird himself ready for battle. The Lord does require him to go a lot further in his confession than he has to date. This next section is a reminder that simple and short confessions are NOT what the Lord requires of us, unless we are about to be shot by someone. The Lord wants us to reflect and think through what we are saying in our prayers. We are to examine ourselves! 1 Corinthians 11:28, 2 Corinthians 13:5. Refer to the BTB study on CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS. 
Genuine REPENTANCE is required, not simple and superficial acknowledgement that we have made an error. Naming our sins before the Lord is a lot more than just blurting out the title of them. Every criminal is truly sorry for his crimes when he is caught! It is more than this that is required of man to be forgiven. True repentance requires the genuine “fear of the Lord” and the full recognition of what your sin has done to your relationship with God.

Job must sit with the full implications of his questioning of the righteousness of God. He is still in grief and in pain, but he must sit with the assault on God’s righteousness and holiness and come to terms with the truth of what he has done through his lack of faith. Even under the pressures that Job has endured the Lord expects him to sit and think and repent thoroughly. Let us bow before the holiness of God and not be weak in our own theology on these matters. 
I was reminded, as I read these words, of the experience of a believing friend of mine who nearly died of a brain aneurism. He recounted that as he lay in hospital in a serious state he had a vision/dream that he was leaving this earth. He did not “see the light” as others have reported “near death experiences”, but he felt he was crawling over a soft surface and under him was a holiness that made him fearful and awestruck. He came to a soft wall like protoplasm, and he pressed against the softness of this membrane and was aware that behind it was the holy presence of God. He reported that he felt a holy fear of the Lord that he had never known before.  He recovered but has never taken the holiness of God as a light topic ever again.  
Verses 10 – 14.  

The Lord is being sarcastic to Job, but feel this deeply my fellow believer, for the Lord is being sarcastic towards our pride also! We often dress up and feel very special, but we are not special at all. All the dignity that we put on with our fancy clothes just makes us a temporary clothes horse! We have no dignity that is not given us by the Lord. Our anger may be fierce before men, but it is pathetic and little before the Lord. All our pride is brought low by the smallest cell in our body; one cancer cell that escapes our immune system kills us over time. 
Our confident pride is a very fragile thing, yet proud and arrogant men think they are invincible.   I have kept doing work in the cancer field all through my psychological practise years, as it always made me humbly aware of my finitude.  We are limited and sadly all too often pathetic indeed in the eyes of the one true God who made us! All men are hidden in the dust together. God will help Job, and He will answer his prayers and cries, for they are all heard in grace and mercy, but first Job must recognise fully that he has no hope apart from God. 
Verses 15 – 18.  

The next animal that is mentioned is the “behemoth”, which is actually the hippopotamus. The word for hippo that is used here has Egyptian origins, for they called the hippo the “pe-ehe-mau”, from which the word behemoth finds its way into English. This animal still kills far more people in Africa than lions, and has done so since the beginning of time. They are seriously dangerous animals. It is their danger and dominance in their ecosystem that is in view in these words of the Lord. 
The lion is majestic and the hippo is lumbering, and yet the animal that appears least threatening is the most fierce and dangerous. (What appears to be is not, and what appears not to be, actually is!) This is what the Lord wants Job to reflect upon. Only as we are taught by the Lord do we learn the facts that will keep us safe as we walk through this world. 
Verses 19 - 24. 

The hippo has the distinction of being a “firstling” of the creatures of God. This means it is first in order of fierce creatures before the Lord. This animal is truly a king amongst his people, for the other animals graze beside him and stay at a respectful distance. He is not violent unless provoked, and if provoked he does not stop until the enemy is trampled to death. Until roused by any enemy the hippo is content and lies unseen often in streams, and amongst the vegetation besides the streams. 
If a man wants to catch one, then such a fool is encouraged to try to do so while he is not looking. The Lord mockingly continues that such a foolish hunter needs to prepare his net and then pierce the Hippo’s nose to lead him along!  Now these animals were captured and killed, but the cost was high in men killed in the process. This is a fierce creature indeed, and it exists for itself, for it has no benefit to man or his agriculture, in fact it destroys men’s gardens and crops. 

Verses 25 – 29.  

The next animal mentioned is the Nile crocodile. We are used to seeing these creatures caught by the modern “crocodile hunter” with steal wire rope and great metal traps, but to catch fully grown crocodiles at this time of Job was to seriously court death. Can you catch such creatures with fishing tackle? The Lord invites the obvious answer from Job. These creatures are far beyond ancient man’s normal control. These animals cannot be spoken to or tamed. 
Men will speak to their cats or dogs, but none try speaking to crocodiles, for they know that these are primal creatures with very little brain and very large jaws! These are not pets for girls to play with, for even the babies bite fingers off. These are reptiles that operate purely on instinct and they are superior hunters and devastatingly efficient killers of men and animals. Job cannot control these reptiles any more than he can control the hippo. Job needs to be respectful of them and keep his distance. Job also needs to be respectful of God and keep his distance from God also.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
We do not take seriously enough the command to “fear the Lord” and worship His holiness. We are not silent before His awesomeness enough. Read the visions of Ezekiel and John again and again and see their awestruck nature. These great men fell upon their faces in the holy fear of the Lord. All arrogance and self confidence is gone in the true presence of the holy God. Let us speak more of this, and counter the nonsense of our age that brings God down to a cute cuddly picture of fluffiness! We have an awesome God and we need to bow our knees more often than we sing and dance! We are often not scared enough as we walk through this world. 

2.
What appears to be the case amongst men is often not the case at all. We are often fooled and deceived by others, and a fraudster often makes money out of other people’s gullibility. We are not as sure of facts as we pretend to be at times. The Lord uses the hippo as the example of deceptive power and danger. All men understood the lion, but many looked at the great “water cows” and thought of them as benign and harmless, but getting too close they paid with their lives. Let us be teachable before the Lord, and learn from Him, for only the Lord can truly warn us of danger and deception in this world. Let us be sure that we teach doctrine and thereby warn the Lord’s people of dangers that they will otherwise not see. 

3.
We can actually control very little of this world’s fierce creatures. We stand in awe of their killing power and mighty strength. We rightly keep out of their way, and yet we get in God’s way and accuse Him of unrighteousness. Let us be very scared of being foolish in our relationship with the Creator God.
DOCTRINES
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CHAPTER 41

INTRODUCTION
The Nile Crocodile is a fierce and very interesting creature, and educated men of this day around 3000 BC studied them, and the Egyptians worshipped them. The greatest pile of written papyri discovered has been at a place called Crocodopolis where thousands of mummified crocodiles have been discovered and they were all stuffed full with papyri and it has been a treasure trove of information about how the Egyptian and other ancient languages worked. The crocodile is avoided by careful and thoughtful men, for they fear its destructive power. Job has challenged God, and yet he wouldn’t challenge one of these creatures. The Lord invites him to reflect upon this.
JOB 41:1-34
1 Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook? or his tongue with a cord which thou lettest down? 2 Canst thou put an hook into his nose? or bore his jaw through with a thorn? 3 Will he make many supplications unto thee? will he speak soft words unto thee? 4 Will he make a covenant with thee? wilt thou take him for a servant for ever? 5 Wilt thou play with him as with a bird? or wilt thou bind him for thy maidens? 6 Shall the companions make a banquet of him? shall they part him among the merchants? 7 Canst thou fill his skin with barbed irons? or his head with fish spears? 8 Lay thine hand upon him, remember the battle, do no more. 9 Behold, the hope of him is in vain: shall not one be cast down even at the sight of him? 10 None is so fierce that dare stir him up: who then is able to stand before me? 11 Who hath prevented me, that I should repay him? whatsoever is under the whole heaven is mine. 12 I will not conceal his parts, nor his power, nor his comely proportion. 13 Who can discover the face of his garment? or who can come to him with his double bridle? 14 Who can open the doors of his face? his teeth are terrible round about. 15 His scales are his pride, shut up together as with a close seal. 16 One is so near to another, that no air can come between them. 17 They are joined one to another, they stick together, that they cannot be sundered. 18 By his neesings a light doth shine, and his eyes are like the eyelids of the morning. 19 Out of his mouth go burning lamps, and sparks of fire leap out. 20 Out of his nostrils goeth smoke, as out of a seething pot or caldron. 21 His breath kindleth coals, and a flame goeth out of his mouth. 22 In his neck remaineth strength, and sorrow is turned into joy before him. 23 The flakes of his flesh are joined together: they are firm in themselves; they cannot be moved. 24 His heart is as firm as a stone; yea, as hard as a piece of the nether millstone. 25 When he raiseth up himself, the mighty are afraid: by reason of breakings they purify themselves. 26 The sword of him that layeth at him cannot hold: the spear, the dart, nor the habergeon. 27 He esteemeth iron as straw, and brass as rotten wood. 28 The arrow cannot make him flee: slingstones are turned with him into stubble. 29 Darts are counted as stubble: he laugheth at the shaking of a spear. 30 Sharp stones are under him: he spreadeth sharp pointed things upon the mire. 31 He maketh the deep to boil like a pot: he maketh the sea like a pot of ointment. 32 He maketh a path to shine after him; one would think the deep to be hoary. 33 Upon earth there is not his like, who is made without fear. 34 He beholdeth all high things: he is a king over all the children of pride.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 3.  

None amongst men is foolish enough to hassle or upset a crocodile. If none would stand against a crocodile, why is it that Job thought he could stand against God, and then demand answers from the Creator about how the creation has worked in a particular case. If everything is working to a plan, then “everything” is working as a part of that plan. All the details are in the mind of God and all will be seen to be right in the end, although man will have questions from this side of eternity. 
God makes it clear to Job that he is way out of line by demanding answers from God rather then simply leaving his questions before the throne of God. No man or angel can stand before God and demand anything from God, for no-one is owed by God; it is the creature that owes the Creator. The entire creation is from the mind of God. Pure energy has created all else. 

Einstein was the one to formulate this equation of creation, which he expressed, E=MC2. If you want to really learn humility quickly, go to a university library and borrow the short 56 page book called, “A Short Theory of Relativity”, by Albert Einstein. I was encouraged to do this, at a point of personal arrogance, by my old philosophy professor many years ago. I still remember the experience of that morning. By the end of the book I knew that Einstein understood the theory, but I knew my mind was unable to grapple with much in that book at all. How much more overwhelmed ought we to be with the presence of God?

Verses 4 – 6.  

Most would not speak so lovingly about the crocodile. I have only ever heard the Crocodile Hunter, the late Steve Irwin speak this way. He loved the reptiles and he would enthuse about how wonderfully made they were. They are indeed “fearfully and wonderfully made”; and they are an armoured killing machine. The rows of teeth ensure that once they close their mouth totally upon a prey there is no escape for that creature. They are perfectly made for their purpose and they strike terror in the hearts of people along the rivers of the ancient world, and even today. These reptiles are awesome indeed.

Verses 7 – 9.  

The chain mail coats of soldiers are beautifully made through the ancient world, but none have the perfect armour plating that the crocodile has. The scale armour of men tried to mimic the armour of the crocodile. There was a beauty and a “pride” in the appearance of it. Every section of the plating was joined by the flexible smooth furrow of cartilage. Every part of the armour moved in a rippling motion as one whole. There is nothing that separates the scales of the armour, and the defence of the crocodile is impenetrable.   

Verses 10 – 13.  

When the crocodile “sneezes” in the early dawn, the slimy liquid that is ejected from its nostrils sparkles and glows phosphorescent in the dawn light. Their eyes glisten and glow yellow in the light. They are seriously scary creatures to watch in the water. The reference to smoke and fire is a poetic description of the explosive breathing from the mouth that both the hippos and crocodile will do at times, with a sound like sudden thunder. On a cold morning the “smoke” is the condensation of their breath and it has the appearance of a dragon breathing fire. Fire in the person is certainly created, for the fear of these creatures literally “burns” the hearts of men.

Verses 14 – 17.  

The strength of the crocodile rests in its powerful neck, and it uses the twisting motion of its body and the tossing to and fro of its neck to break the strength of its captured prey. The cold and calculating nature of the crocodile makes it an animal with a cold heart; a heart like stone. It doesn’t appear to feel any fear at all, and that is quite correct, for it does not feel fear; it operates by pure intuitive knowledge and instinct. Those who hunt them often will find they lose their nerve when facing them and their arrows miss the target due to their fear, but the reptile feels no fear.

Verses 18 – 21.  

No matter what the hand held weapon, it rarely pierces the armour plating and is often lost to the man wielding it; tossed out of his hand by the thrashing reptile. To the crocodile the strength of men is weakness; their bronze (iron) is as weak as straw, and their copper is as weak as rotten wood. Archers do not cause the crocodile any fear, which they do to the other wild animals, and stones from slingers bounce off their thick armour harmlessly. Clubs are just a waste of time with these creatures. These reptiles have no fear and are incredibly hard to kill by men. Whereas most wild animals will flee at a waved spear, the crocodile ignores such things; their brains do not even register fear of man.

Verses 22 – 34.  

The pointed scales on the sides and under belly make it’s “soft underbelly” still a very difficult target for the hunters. When the crocodile is caught it thrashes around so violently that the water looks like a boiling cauldron. They move with effortless ease under and in the water, and on land they move with lightning speed for short distances to seize prey. They deal with any sort of water, and raging rapids are nothing to them. They are a creature without fear and they have no equal for efficiency as a killing machine. They are the true king of beasts, for all creatures are their food, and no proud animal is able to escape them if they attack it.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
No-one in the ancient world messed around with crocodiles; they were at the top of the food chain in Egypt and everyone recognised that to the large crocodiles all other creatures were just food. They are created as the most efficient killing machine ever made. They have their niche in creation and it has nothing to do with man, except as a danger to man. They illustrate the primal energy of the creation. They remind us that this earth is a wild place, and not under man’s complete dominion since the Fall. 
They remind man that we are here as rulers by the Lord’s permission, but there are creatures here that we had better avoid rather than try to dominate. They teach us humility and carefulness. We do not live in the Millennial Kingdom yet; we are inhabitants of a fallen world and the crocodile is there to remind us that it is a dangerous place at times.

DOCTRINES

KINGDOM – MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

CHAPTER 42

INTRODUCTION
After such a build up to the last chapter we are expecting a more powerful and philosophical ending to this book than we get here. It ends quite quietly and simply. All the powerful but at times waffling speeches of the men demand a thorough answer we feel.  We have been surprised that the speech of the Lord simply speaks of the wonders of the natural world, and the Lord will end that speech here with some very simple observations. 

I have reflected upon this book for over thirty five years, since first studying it in my Hebrew class at University. At that time I was encouraged to look for the complex and the poetic, but as I read this book again over these months intensively I discovered an entirely different message. Man complicates, waffles, and baffles, but God speaks simply into the heart of the honest enquirer. The Lord has no time for the complex and false theologies of men. God just wants us to “sit with the truth”, reflect on our limits, and obey his commands.
God seeks a different thing altogether from us than the waffling nonsense of the fake theologians we have met in this book. The Lord seeks humility, holy fear, and awe from men. He wants men to walk this earth in the “fear of the Lord”, not the arrogance of man. His paths are beyond knowing, but that does not mean they are complex, for they are not; they are simple and straight forward. His paths are only “beyond knowing” this side of eternity because we are creatures and He is the Creator! We are limited and need to begin all our enquiries of the Lord with that humble truth at the core of our being. 
God seeks worship and silence from us. He demands that we sit with our limitations, accept them, and respectfully pray to our Lord and our God, for He will then be found of us. God seeks to bless us, but we must meet Him as God, not as the pale image of God that theology can distort the truth into. Read both of these passages from the two great prophets who understand this book and the message behind it.  Isaiah 55:6-9, Jeremiah 29:11-14. 

It would appear from the last verses of this chapter that the prosperity gospel message is being supported, but pastor, keep those verses in the context of the earlier ones before us. Job’s prosperity will be restored and increased. This is what his friends promised if he believed them and humbled himself before God, but the Lord will make it clear in this chapter also that his friends were so wrong that unless Job prays for them the Lord will execute them all. So we are left with a paradoxical message here; Job is told his friends are wrong and yet material prosperity is part of the answer to his prayers that we are left with. Is this last chapter this simple and baffling? Let us see this together as we read it now.
JOB 42:1-17
1 Then Job answered the LORD, and said, 2 I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden from thee. 3 Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. 4 Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 5 I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. 6 Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 7 And it was so, that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath. 8 Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you: for him will I accept: lest I deal with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me the thing which is right, like my servant Job. 9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went, and did according as the LORD commanded them: the LORD also accepted Job. 10  And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before. 11 Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and comforted him over all the evil that the LORD had brought upon him: every man also gave him a piece of money, and every one an earring of gold. 12 So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses. 13 He had also seven sons and three daughters. 14 And he called the name of the first, Jemima; and the name of the second, Kezia; and the name of the third, Kerenhappuch. 15 And in all the land were no women found so fair as the daughters of Job: and their father gave them inheritance among their brethren. 16 After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons' sons, even four generations. 17 So Job died, being old and full of days.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 6.  

Notice carefully what it is that Job “sees” now. He now sees perfectly clearly that the Lord can do all things, and that no detail of His plan is illogical to the Lord, nor is anything impossible for Him to perform. The word translated “withholden” means isolated or inaccessible. Job is seeing now that the truth was inaccessible to him because he was a creature who thought he knew the thoughts of the Creator, but he now sees he did not. Nothing is hidden from God, but a great deal of the facts about this universe and our place in it are hidden from man. There is a great deal we cannot know simply because we are creatures of space and time and God is the Creator of both of these categories of thinking and being, but is Himself beyond both. 
The acceptance of what we could call his “creatureliness” is the start of Job’s full breakthrough to the truth he needs to see, in order to repent fully and so receive full forgiveness. He repents as one who mourns, in dust and ashes. This is the recognition of his nature as a man made of dust. Genesis 3:19. It is also the joy of recognition, that man is accepted as dust! Psalms 103:14.  It is also the recognition that all we build is reducible to “ashes”. Only the things done in the Lord’s plan and for His glory are of lasting value. 

He now sees that his judgement was wrong. His own arrogance has hidden knowledge from him, as well as his own human limitations hiding the truth from him. He believed he knew all there was to know about theology and how the creation worked but he didn’t and his accusations towards God were “out of order” totally. Without realising it at the time, the things he was speaking about were far above his understanding, and beyond his theology to grasp. His way of thinking was so limited by his theology that he didn’t see the truth at all, and he now repents fully of his errors. 
At first sight, at no point in these verses does he appear to refer to his lost children and servants, and yet we are mistaken in this observation. In his deep grief he has seen that the deaths of his children and servants were in the arms of the Lord and the answers are to be found there, and that there is a deeper grief for man than even the loss of his children. That grief is the grief of separation from living fellowship with his holy God. Job grieves for his inadequate and previous distracting theology, for it has hidden the truth of God from him and caused him to live at a lower level than he should have been living. Tragedy has opened the door to truth for him; great sorrow has allowed him to enter the heart of God.

In verse four he now identifies that he will speak to the Lord far differently than he has done beforehand. He will make requests that are different to those he has done before, and will wait for the Lord to instruct him. He will wait until he hears the Lord’s words in his ear, and sees the Lord’s doings with his eyes, and he will not be jumping to conclusions about God ever again. He is deeply sorry for all he has said and done, and that sorrow does not just refer to his speeches, but to his whole life before this breakthrough. 
I believe Job is embarrassed about his whole previous life and work.  He sees the total inadequacy of his viewpoint and life style, and he sees the inadequacy of the life of his family also. Reflect upon verse four again, as I believe it is in this verse that he leaves the questions about his dead children and servants with the Lord for His answer at some later point. We are not told the answer in the book, for the answer is none of our business; it is for Job alone to understand this mystery. John 21:20-23. There are no trite or “standard answers” to these tragedies, for tragedies they are, in time, to the people involved. Job must just relax in the Lord’s loving and awesome arms and the answers will come, either over time, or in eternity. He is now at peace with that.

Verses 7 – 8.  

The friends are now confronted by God. Elihu is not even spoken to by God. This has baffled the commentators, but pause and reflect upon this fact for longer than most of the old liberal commentators do. This man Elihu was the young upstart who came along and entered into the discussion from the viewpoint of arrogant self centeredness, building upon the words of the three earlier men, but actually adding nothing to them at all. He was full of hot air, and so is ignored, for he has added nothing to the discussion. He is covered, if at all, by the words to the other three, and must simply disappear back into the background where his foolishness belongs. He has claimed wisdom and been found inadequate.  He claimed to be someone, but is a nobody! 
Eliphaz was the leader of the group and so he is addressed first and the judgement of God is delivered to him as the leader on behalf of the others. The Lord makes it clear that they are under the anger of the Lord and all that they have said is wrong. Job is referred to as “the servant of the Lord”, and they are simply misled theologians who have lied about God!  Elihu is ignored, not because his words are added later, but because his words add nothing!
They are instructed to take seven bullocks and seven rams and go to Job and ask him to offer the sacrifices and pray for them, and the Lord makes it clear that He will accept Job’s words only. If Job does not pray for his friends they will not be forgiven and will receive the punishment of death from the Lord for their lying theology. The Lord repeats the fact that their words have been false regarding Him and His Plan. Only the Blood of the sacrifices will remove their sins from them. Refer to the BTB study on BLOOD SACRIFICE.

Verses 9 – 10.  

Elihu is not mentioned here either. He may have gone, been included with the others, or been executed by the Lord, we are simply not told. Don’t join the commentators and speculate about his fate or his place in the book, just accept that his fate is hidden from us, as is the fate of many we will meet in this life. This book challenges us to accept that there are not always neat answers to every question in this life. 
We don’t know what happened to Elihu, and who cares, for he was an arrogant young fool?  Let us just relax with that and press on, for he was a twit and one of the messages of this book is, don’t get distracted by discussing the opinions or destiny of twits! Job will pray for his friends and he will receive double his losses from the Lord to end his earthly life with. Elihu will be answered fully and finally by the blessing of God upon Job. This is how the Lord will silence all critics of mature believers; He will bless us abundantly.

The three original friends all head away and find their sacrifices, and then bring their sacrifices and humble petition for forgiveness to Job. He forgives his friends and offers up the sacrifices and the prayers to the Lord on their behalf and they are forgiven by the Lord. This is a real challenge to Job, for these men have said terrible things about the fate of his children. They have made awful accusations against their old friend and have said the most terrible things about his fate and the fate of his servants and children. 
Job must quietly pass all that over to the Lord and see their foolishness as he has seen his own. This is the secret of forgiveness. We can forgive others all things, only when we have seen the extent of our own stupidity and sinfulness. If we look deep into our own hearts we can forgive others, but if we have not truly seen our own sinfulness we cannot forgive others. 

Verses 11 – 12.  

Job’s blessing will come through the agency of his extended family coming to bless him at this point. They have been away from him until now, but after the great storm they come and seek him out and find him restored to health. They bring gold by weight and golden earrings and give them to Job, and from this capital injection his business restarts. The Lord does not supernaturally bless him with wealth, He provides the means for Job to start trading and re-enter business again. Man is meant to WORK, not sit around and wait for the welfare cheque to arrive, be it from the government or from the Lord! 
Job has been supernaturally healed of his skin diseases and he then re-enters his house. He then uses the house as an entertainment centre and hosts a great feast of thanksgiving for all the former friends and business acquaintances which have come to him after the great storm. Job has not at any point in the saga that has unfolded lost everything of his goods, as we have already noted in an earlier chapter, and the things that remain to him form the basis, with the gifts of gold, for the rebuilding of his agricultural and trading empire. 

Verses 13 – 17.  

He establishes a new trading and agricultural empire from his new capital over time. It is double the extent and power of his previous empire, but he is not attached to it, nor does he see it as the centre of his life. He sees it simply as the blessing of the Lord and the means for providing for others more thoroughly. He has seven sons and three daughters. These are likely born from other wives than the one who insulted him so thoroughly earlier, although once again, we are not told. 
Let us speculate on this matter no further; the wife or wives through which he gains his new family is Job’s business not ours. A big part of the end of this book is the challenge to “mind our own business” and live as Job lives, looking to the Lord alone, without criticism or comment on our fellow believers. We are not told the names of the sons, which are what we would expect in this day and time, but we are told the name of the three girls.  

The first girl is called Jemima which means “a dove”. This is normally associated with the “dove’s eyes” of a beautiful woman, but may also remind us of Noah’s Flood and the blessing of the dove, the pure bird that returned to Noah with the twig that spoke of rebirth. Genesis 8:8-12. Job now sees with the eyes of the dove; his sight is pure and godly, and his life is as lovely as his daughter is lovely. 
The second girl he called Cassia, which is the scented wood of the ancients, but also is the word for Cinnamon. His life is now pleasant to all the senses.  His life has the scent of the Lord in it in every aspect of it. The third girl is called Keren-Hapuch. This meant the “painted horn of beauty”. It signifies that all that is done by Job adorns the beauty of the Lord’s provision. He rejoices in the Lord’s provision and makes it more adorned to draw people to the knowledge of the Lord. He is truly spiritually and materially fruitful at last. Refer to the BTB study of FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

Job’s life span is at the level of the patriarchs, and at the age of 140 years he dies. He is then ready to die, being weary of life by that time and ready to step into eternity and meet again his first family. 2 Samuel 12:17-23, Matthew 18:10. He sees his children to the fourth generation and is blessed by a large and happy family. The great age he enjoyed is both blessing and preparation for eternity. No matter how long we live we all age and become tired and old as children of Adam. The Fall of Man has opened the door to sickness, disease, aging, and death in this life. We are not however limited to this life, and Job’s faith in resurrection and eternity are there until the end and weary with this life he launches himself into eternity. Job 19:25-27. Refer to the BTB studies DEATH, DYING GRACE.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Can we “sit with” our mortality and temporality? Can we accept our limitations of understanding as Job does here? What this means is that our prayers are humble and accepting of the Lord’s Person and plan. Job is now ready to sit silently before the Lord with the questions about his family and servant’s deaths left with the Lord, Who he now knows has the answer and Who will show him all things in the right stage of his life, be it in time or eternity. He is accepting of the Lord’s rulership over his life and his destiny. 

2.
If we cannot forgive others for even terrible sins against us, it is only because we have not faced our own sinfulness thoroughly enough. When we know the extent to which the Lord has gone to forgive us we can cross the barriers in our own soul and forgive others. When we have “sat with” our own sinfulness and stupidity, then we can understand the foibles and foolishness of others and forgive them their trespasses against us. Refer to the BTB studies below on OVERCOMING.

3.
Job is blessed abundantly in the end. He receives all the material blessings that could be imagined. Does this mean that the basic tenants of the prosperity gospel are correct? We must remember the Lord’s words in verses 7-8; the friends of Job are 100% wrong and are condemned to death for their words. The preaching of the prosperity gospel they preached is placed under the death penalty! The prosperity of Job is a testimony to his neighbours that the Lord has restored Job, so that they can learn about suffering. Job no longer sees the material blessing as a thing of lasting value, for he now sees the eternal perspective on his wealth. Let us see all material things as Job does and preach spiritual prosperity as the Lord indicates we should. 

4.
Job is restored by hard work on his own part. Let us be in no doubt about the Lord’s demand upon us for work until we die. We are here to work, not retire and put our feet up. While we live we are to serve the Lord and meet our obligations to family and others we can assist. No believer is ever to be lazy or idle. Let us preach the truth about WELFARE and oppose the evils of the socialist welfarism that rots the soul and self esteem of people in the western world today. Let us be fruitful in our work and our life, and by all the work of our hands draw people to a deeper knowledge of the Lord our God.
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