EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA


EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

[image: image1.png]4

P~
T

Z] EXLVWOKETE v aAnbaav @




ISAIAH.

VOLUME 1 – CHAPTERS 1-13

by

DR JOHN CAMERON McEWAN

[BOOK 53-1A]

Feast of Trumpets
(September 2014)

WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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ISAIAH

The Prophetic Book about Christ and His Love for His People, and the story of His plan and His power to deliver them, and the essential truth that they needed to see, that deliverance comes in his power alone.

INTRODUCTION

Isaiah’s name means, “The Lord is Salvation”. This is the substance of the book; God’s message into the great time of crisis that Isaiah ministers within; that deliverance from the enemy is from God alone. The arm of flesh will fail but the hand of the Lord is always strong to deliver his own. 

Isaiah was born of an aristocratic family on both sides; with his mother and father’s people being either descendents of priests or royalty.  He moved at the top levels of his society from his birth and that was the area of his ministry. He stood at a crossroad in history, when a time of crisis came that could have swept away the entire nations of Israel and Judah. 

The people stood on the brink of the fifth cycle of divine discipline, Leviticus 26, due to their sin of rejection of the Lord’s path for them. Isaiah was God’s prophet of warning to them. He was faithful in his message and the Lord gave him the greatest of revelations since the days of Moses regarding the Messiah who was to come. 

The Lord prepares all of us for our specific and unique ministries, and we are born and born again into a context, both historical and cultural, in which we are called to serve. Isaiah reminds us that we are to seek the Lord’s face about where we minister, and that our background is God ordained and will often provide the clue as to where we are to serve. 

He spoke in the darkest days of the history of the people of God. The Assyrian Empire was at it’s height. They controlled much of the Middle East and were cruel and tyrannical masters of other nations. They practised genocide regularly, deported populations who rebelled and murdered their captives in the most cruel of ways. They practised psychological warfare against those they came against, destroying their will to fight by their great evils well before they besieged a city. 

Isaiah was called to prophetic ministry in 740 BC in the southern kingdom of Judah, the year King Uzziah died. Uzziah had been a great believer in his early days, and a militarily strong king, but walked away in disobedience later, was struck with leprosy, and his son shared a co-regency in his last years. 

Jotham ruled from 750-732 BC, then Ahaz, from 732-715 BC, then Hezekiah from 715-686 BC. The role call of the kings of Judah does not give a sense of awe, for they were weak and carnal men who failed God and chose badly. The days of Isaiah remind us that our destiny rests not in the hands of men but in the hands of God whose plan will work out. 

We are all called to pray for our leadership, and if Isaiah could be obedient to this command then so can we be. He didn’t run them down, he faithfully preached the truth to them; just so we are called to proclaim the Lord’s policy whether the leaders will hear or not, and we are not to be dismayed at their paganism.

To the north in the kingdom of Israel there were a series of palace coups and the kings were evil men, but patriots who hated the Assyrians and were aggressively opposed to the growth of the Assyrian Empire. They were the men of strength and would have been admired by many in the South as they stood against the evil empire, although they themselves practised paganism. They stood for military strength rather than dependence upon almighty God.  In these last days of Israel and Judah there was a stark contrast between spirituality under the true prophets and the two alternatives; human strength/paganism, and the carnality of weak believers without doctrine and faith. Hebrews 4:1-12.
In the south, Ahaz of Judah followed a pro-Assyrian policy, trusting in diplomacy rather than truth and faith. Both policies were wrong and Isaiah found himself standing up and proclaiming the unpopular truth to all. Isaiah’s message was to trust in the Lord alone, not to any devices and plans of mere men. Isaiah’s days are like our own, and this book reminds us to place our trust in the Lord alone and lean not to our own understanding, but in all ways to acknowledge the Lord, who alone can direct our paths safely in the midst of an evil world. Proverbs 3:5-7.
Ahaz even ignored the Temple itself and through his reign the sacrificial system fell into decay. Genuine worship all but ceased in the land and the great Temple of Solomon itself fell into disrepair and became a junk storage area. The sacrifices may have continued to be offered but the Temple was no longer a glory, it became a disgrace. Under Hezekiah there were reforms and the Temple was cleansed of the filth of the years, and the books of Moses, and likely of David and others were found under the rubbish. 

Under Ahaz Isaiah had been unable to minister fully due to the total rejection of the truth by those in power, but he had maintained his testimony and so under Hezekiah was recalled to lead the revival in the face of an Assyrian invasion of the land. Isaiah led the great revival during the year long siege of Jerusalem and the people were saved by the Lord’s divine deliverance.

Isaiah ministered to Hezekiah faithfully throughout his reign and saw the king’s days lengthened by God, but also saw his evil son come to power. Hezekiah’s son Manasseh did great evil in his early reign and martyred the old prophet by having him sawn in half. Hebrews 11:37. 

Can we say that Isaiah was blessed? This man challenges us to examine the service of the Lord, just as Hebrews chapter eleven challenges us to look at what “blessing” really is. Isaiah was blessed by the Lord and in heaven received great reward and will enjoy them forever, but in time he suffered and endured a painful death as a sacrifice to truth in a day where truth was not valued. 

From God’s perspective he was honoured with the martyr’s crown, and the testimony of his life and death may have finally led Manasseh himself to repentance. Isaiah certainly challenges the falsity of the “prosperity gospel” so called!

ATTACKS UPON THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH

Since the 1770s there has been sustained attack upon the unity of the book, with the German critics arguing that chapters 1 – 39 and 40 – 66 are two separate books, with at least two authors. The second part of the book they ascribe to an author they called, “Deutero-Isaiah”. The Isaiah scroll, discovered at Qumran, dates from at least 100BC, and is a unified document, nor is there any Jewish tradition other than that Isaiah is one book. 

The pagan German “critics” produced a philosophy of theology that led to Nietzsche and directly to Nazism with it’s anti-Semitism. Their views and their legacy betray their source! There never was historical evidence of two Isaiahs. The two sections of the book differ in style because of their different purpose; the later part of the book are a series of collected sermons and so their style differs from the early section. 

What the critics cannot stand and must explain is predictive prophecy. In Isaiah 44:26-28 there is specific reference to Cyrus of Persia. If Isaiah wrote this around 700 BC, his occurs several hundred years before Cyrus reigns over the Persian Empire, and is something that the pagan German critics could not allow, for they rejected all reference to the miraculous, in both Old and New Testaments. 

Our position is that prophetic truth is to be expected from the God who rules over history, and in this book the presence of predictive history is to be seen as “normal”, given the supernatural deliverance of the people during this time directly by the hand of God. God moves in history, and saves or judges his people. 

It is of note that the Germany people were judged twice with destruction and defeat within 150 years of their acceptance of the evils of so called “higher criticism”. Do not be misled by this apparent “scholarly” viewpoint, for it reflects a deviousness in logic that ignores the testimony of history and rejects the supernatural as real.  Its fruit is evil.
Our faith is an historical faith and a supernatural faith! The god of the liberal “critics” has never existed and their views were spun by deists in the university towns of Germany, not through any knowledge of biblical archaeology or biblical faith. [Refer to commentaries on this book for full discussions of the various positions.]  They are to be rejected as thoroughly as the philosophy of their followers like Nietzsche and Hitler.
The New Testament writers clearly believed in one Isaiah and the Lord quotes from both sections referring to the one author. It was a key book for the early church, as they saw in it the revelation of the Lord and the message of hope under great pressure. Isaiah was the great Prophet of the past and the church looked to him, as also did Ezekiel and Jeremiah a century later, as setting the standard of the classic prophet, as both fore-teller and forth-teller. 

As you will see below the book does not fall into two sections, but into three with the third being a prose section binding the other two. The themes of the book are unified and speak of God’s work amongst his people as part of his plan, and the importance of, what we would call, “walking in the Spirit”. The book details the plan of God and the need for all men to walk in obedience to the plan, or face the consequences of disobedience; failure to fulfil their purpose upon the earth, and judgment in eternity. 

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH

(Following Dr J Vernon McGee – Thru the Bible Radio Commentary)

SECTION 1
CHAPTERS 1- 35 (POETRY SECTION)

THE REVELATION OF THE SOVEREIGN KING UPON THE THRONE OF HEAVEN AND EARTH

Uzziah has died but the Lord almighty reigns over all of history. When his man dies the plan continues, because it does not depend upon frail and foolish men but upon the character of God. 

	CHAPTERS
	TOPIC

	1
	God as judge of the court of heaven gives out his charges against the evil of the nation of Israel.

	2
	God gives prophetic history of Judah and the city of Jerusalem.

	3
	The present situation in Judah and Jerusalem before Isaiah starts preaching.

	4
	Preview of the future – God has a plan and obedience begins participation in that plan.

	5
	Parable of the Vineyard – and woes predicted if they will not repent. Echoes of Moses and John 15.

	6
	Isaiah’s call and commission as a prophet, underlining the need for certainty in each call to preach and lead.

	7-10
	Numerous predictions of the prophetic future of man’s kingdoms in relation to Israel and God’s plan.

	11-12
	The final stage of this world’s history in God’s plan – The Millennial Kingdom.

	13-14
	The history in advance (prophecies concerning) of the kingdoms of Babylon.

	15-16
	The prophetic history of Moab.

	17
	The prophetic history of the kingdom of Damascus.

	18
	The prophetic history of the Kingdom of the Rivers of Ethiopia.

	19-20
	The prophetic history of Egypt.

	21
	Babylon, Edom and Arabia.

	22
	The Valley of Vision.

	23
	The prophetic history of  the kingdom of Tyre.

	24-34
	The policy, process, and program by which the throne of the Lord is established upon the earth. All prophetic history is moving towards the climax of history, which is the Lord’s rule over the earth, before the earth and the universe itself is replaced with the new heavens and earth. Isaiah’s visions cover all of time future from his day until the end of time and space in this creation.

	35
	The blessings of the Millennial Kingdom of the Lord for mankind at that time.


SECTION 2
PROSE

HISTORIC INFORMATION

This section gives the details of the Assyrian invasion as “a case history” of God’s deliverance. This is a passage of encouragement for all of God’s people when under maximum pressure, to ensure they keep on standing in faith in the plan of God, assured that his will and plan is going to work out.  2 Kings 18-19, 2 Chronicles 29-30.

	CHAPTERS
	TOPIC

	36
	The invasion of Sennacherib King of Assyria and Hezekiah’s response.

	37
	King Hezekiah’s prayer and the destruction of the Assyrian Army.

	38
	Hezekiah’s sickness unto death, his prayer, and his healing.

	39
	His act of arrogant foolishness with the Babylonians.


SECTION 3
POETRY

THE MESSAGES OF SALVATION IN THE LORD ALONE

	CHAPTERS
	TOPIC

	40-48
	Salvation comes only through the Servant of the Lord, not through religious activities.

	49-57
	Salvation comes only through the Suffering Servant

	58-66
	The Glory of God comes through the Suffering Servant


Chapters 49 to 66 can be further subdivide as follows

	SECTIONS
	TOPIC

	49:1-52:12
	God’s Saviour for the whole world is the Suffering Servant

	52:13-53
	He is God’s sacrificial Lamb

	54-57
	He is God’s effective Saviour who gains redemption for all

	58-59
	Sin hinders God’s glory

	60-66
	Redemption and Salvation will come – nothing can stop the victory of God’s servant. Sin will be effectively and finally judged.


There are sixty six direct quotes from Isaiah in the New Testament – it is a vital book for us to understand. It’s themes encompass the entire of human history from it’s own day until the end of the Millennial kingdom. This is a vital book to understand. Let us enter it with anticipation as to what the Holy Spirit will bring to our attention. 1 Peter 1:10-11, 2 Peter 1:19-21.


DOCTRINAL TOPICS

PROPHECY

PROPHET

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

GOD:  DIVINE DECREES

NOTES
ISAIAH CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

God is the Lord of the second chance for mankind. We are always the recipients of his grace, mercy, and long suffering. It is these aspects of the character of God that come under the spot light in the book of Isaiah. God is waiting to bless them but their disobedience interferes with his desire and their free will is to be tested by great events on the world stage.

The new great power in the north is fierce and strong. Even one hundred years later the Assyrian Empire does not fall because it is weak or it’s army not the best; it falls by being overwhelmed by the combined forces of the Babylonians, Medes and Scythians. It is a combined army of several hundred thousand men that is required to destroy their capital at Nineveh, and even then it is only an unseasonable flooding of the rivers that sweeps away a section of the city wall that finally breeches their defences and the city falls.

 Even then one army of tens of thousands of men escape and hold the town of Haran for a further few years before falling to Nebuchadnezzar’s troops, who slew them all. There were no Assyrians left once the Babylonians had finished with them, so great was the hatred of this people by all others who had been victims of their tyranny.  

The book of Isaiah opens, almost like the best movie, with a scene that underlines the humanly hopeless situation the Jewish people are in, both of the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah. They do not have any human hope for deliverance, for Assyrian armies, dressed in their flowing red cloaks have over run all the powerful nations of their area, and either killed or enslaved their people. It was said that after an Assyrian army had defeated a place and destroyed it, even the locusts and rats died of starvation for a year afterwards. 

Isaiah opens the book with the short factual account of the dominant vision he received throughout the days of the four kings under whom he served the Lord. The vision was repeated many times and he proclaimed it many times. God had a message and repetition was the order of the day regarding this message. It was a vision repeated over forty years, and the time period is significant, for forty years is a biblical “generation of grace”. The southern kingdom has less than forty years to get the message right and repent of their evil ways and return to the Lord their God before they are swept from the pages of history. 

1  The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS – approximate dates only due to calendar variations through the centuries. Refer to 2 Kings 15-20, 2 Chronicles 26-33 for the courtly and priestly records of these years.

	ISAIAH’S LIFE
	KINGS OF JUDAH
	KINGS OF ASSYRIA

	
	Uzziah
768-740
	

	Birth of Isaiah
	
	

	
	
	Tiglath Pilesar III  745-727 BC

	
	Jotham 740-731
	

	Start of ministry
	
	

	
	Ahaz 731-725
	

	
	
	Shalmaneser V  727 – 722

	Invasion of the North
	Hezekiah 725 – 696
	

	
	
	Sargon II  722 – 705

	Fall of Samaria (Israel) 720
	
	

	Invasion of the South   715
	
	

	
	
	Sennacherib 705 - 681

	Invasion of the South   701
	
	

	
	Manasseh 696 – 641
	

	Death of Isaiah     circa 690
	
	


Fall of Assyrian  Empire  612, Fall of Nineveh and then the final fall of Haran, 608/6 BC, to Babylonian/Mede/Scythian coalition.

ISAIAH’S PROPHETIC CONTEMPORARIES:

In the Northern Kingdom around the time of Isaiah’s birth, JONAH, AMOS, ODED, with HOSEA minister to Israel throughout his early life. The Northern Kingdom is destroyed with 27,000 people taken into captivity, but many (probably most of the genuine believers) fleeing south into Judah, and many more killed by the Assyrians. 

The northern “Ten Tribes” were not however “lost”. A remnant of the ten tribes survive in both the south and north, and also a remnant of the captivity will return with Nehemiah’s exiles two hundred years later.  2 Chronicles 30:6-18, Ezra 6:16-17, Luke 2:36, Acts 2:36, 26:7, James 1:1. 

In the Southern Kingdom MICAH was a contemporary of Isaiah. The Lord was not left without witness in both kingdoms, for the Lord never is left without witnesses. Even when we may feel we are alone there will always be others standing for the Lord who we will discover if we remain faithful to the truth.

The book begins with this dramatic announcement of judgment from God almighty and it is not encouraging for the Jewish people of the Southern Kingdom, for they also have been disobedient and are facing certain judgment.

2  Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me.  3  The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.

The Lord speaks to all who will hear through the prophetic vision. The message is uncompromising. We all must “hear” the words of the Lord of all. Deuteronomy 4:26, Psalms 50:1-6, Matthew 13:10-21, Romans 1:28, 2 Peter 3:1-8. 

We are reminded that the universe is a creation of God and all the beings of the creation are listening to their creator, except disobedient man! The Lord calls on the witness of creation and bluntly states the crime of Judah and Israel; they have rebelled against the Lord their God and creator. The Lord has “nourished them” providing all they need for prosperity in life, yet they have forgotten to be thankful and obedient. 

The animals do not rebel, they know their place and their master’s, but man has forgotten that he is a creature under the authority of a creator and they have rebelled against the legitimate laws of their creator. Exodus 20:17, 1 Samuel 12:3. 

An animal has the wit to know who feeds him, yet so many smart people do not see that they move and have their being only in the grace of God. They do not see that they walk each day above the abyss of death and may fall through this thin veneer of life at any point. They do not consider the truth and apply it to their lives. God seeks intelligent service, not foolishness: he wishes for us to think upon his Word, reflect upon it’s meaning, see the truth, and respond to it fully. Jeremiah 8:7-9. 

4  Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward.

There is only one place for a “sinful nation” or individual to come, and that is to the heart of God. The Lord’s challenge here echoes the Lord’s own challenge to repentance. Matthew 11:28-30. To respond we must be aware of the burden we need to drop at the Cross. If people do not see the evil and feel the burden of sin they will not see the need of a Saviour, and this is why the work of the Holy Spirit centres in this area. John 16:8-11. 

They need to confront the awfulness of their sin; that it has been against the love of the one who gave his all for them. Jeremiah 2:13-19, 29-34. There are two sins involved in rebellion; the first is walking away from love, and the second is selecting a path of evil rather than the path of good. 

The greatness of our God is that our sinful rebellion is met by his gracious forgiveness. Psalms 78:32-43, 1 Corinthians 10:22. There is grave danger in walking away from God’s path for your life, for there alone is safety and security. To “back slide” in this context is to separate yourself from God and his path; it is the opposite of holiness, or sanctification, which is the separation of yourself for or to God’s service. Jeremiah 2:4-5.

5  Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint.

There is discipline for the rebellious children of God, and it is harsh, for God’s love demands that he do everything he can to recover us before disaster compounds for our lives. The Lord will discipline because he loves, but he prefers to bless, and he can and will, but only through our obedience. Hebrews 12:5-8. 

God pleads with those he loves to repent and be restored to blessing, but they must turn away from evil and turn to the good that holiness demands. Ezekiel 18:30-32. The result of moving away from the plan and purposes of God are psychological distress and mental/emotional turmoil. The heart and the head are turned away from stability to disorder. Leviticus 26:14-17, Deuteronomy 28:15-20, 30:1ff, Jeremiah 11. 

6  From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment. 7  Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it in your presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.

The Northern Kingdom of Israel will fall around 720 BC with 27,000 survivors being taken into captivity. A small remnant of each of the ten tribes also heads south for refuge into Judah, and many suffer in the open fields of their wounds. These two terrible verses record the realities of being on the wrong side of an enemy invasion of your land; being starving, diseased, wounded and beaten. 

The consequences of spiritually “getting it wrong” for the Jewish people were serious.  The survivors of the enemy army’s attacks, were beaten up, wounded, raped, and starving. With inadequate food and no medical care for wounds, the open sores will putrefy in the hot sun and all this was the result of “getting it wrong” spiritually and ignoring God’s clear directions for their safety. Many thousands would have died slowly and awfully over days of infection. Others died slowly over the next months of starvation. All caused by their refusal to do things God’s way, and choosing their own way. 

Their way had no escape in it, for the enemy Assyrian army was thorough; they left nothing for anyone else to eat. The disobedient people of Israel are left facing the consequences of their choices. This state of affairs is not direct judgment of God; it is simply flow on consequences of their sinful actions. None can blame God, for this is the result of making the political and military error of revolting against Assyria and ignoring God’s Word also. 

When you trust the strength of your own arm, power of your weapons, and intelligence of your own plans, rather than the plans and purposes of Almighty God, you get exactly what your strength can provide! You have no complaint that can be made justly to God. The danger of trusting in your own might is also that you might just get the “might” of the enemy of mankind, Satan himself. 1 Kings 22:19-23.  They need to return to the Lord their God. Psalms 77:1ff, Malachi 4:1-2, Matthew 9:12-13. 

8  And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city. 9  Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we  should have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah.

Isaiah introduces here the concept of “the remnant”. Even though things look very bad indeed the Lord leaves a remnant of people according to his grace who have paid attention to him and who will look to him alone for deliverance.  They may feel a little like a little lean-to building in the midst of the carnage of battle, but they are safe with him. Isaiah used the image of the flimsy shelters built in the vineyard or cucumber patch to protect the workers from the sun, but of no value for protection from robbers at all. 

The walls of the cities of Judah may appear strong but they are no match for the professional army of Assyria. The people have no protection unless the Lord protects them; they are urged to see that all their weapons are like a palm frond shelter against the wind, but they will be safe “in the Lord” and in him alone. The North trusted in might and fell, the south must trust in God and they will stand if they do.  They must exercise the faith of their father Abraham. Hebrews 11.
The Lord makes it clear that the sins of his people are just like the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah. Amos had warned the Northern Kingdom with the same reference to Sodom and Gomorrah, and his words had been terribly fulfilled in the destruction of the nation. Amos 4:4-6, 11-13, Genesis Chapters 18-19. 

The southern people, just like their cousins in the north have entered into immorality and committed evil in God’s sight. They face judgment for their evil unless they turn themselves around (repent) and face the truth. Zephaniah 3:1-8, 13-17.  Jesus himself would make the same point forty years before the terrible destruction of 70 AD. Luke 19:43-46.  All three great destructions of the Jewish people were warned of vigorously for forty years before they fell. 761-721 BC, 626-586 BC, and 30 – 70 AD.   God in grace gave his rebellious people no excuse to blame Him for their fall.
10  Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law  of our God, ye people of Gomorrah.

God’s word is clear, and it goes directly to the court and the people. The rulers and the masses of ordinary people all heard the prophets and sadly most rejected them. All in a community have the responsibility to hear the truth and respond to it. We can often think that only the leadership is responsible for the spiritual state of things, but we all are if we neglect the truth, and it may be that the church cleaner may need to rebuke the careless pastor from the Word, which is the property of all who love the author of it. 

The problem then as now, is spiritual apostacy; the people and their leaders have turned away from God and his standards and adopted their own. They must all face the absolute demands of a holy God or they will be destroyed as a people, just as the Northern kingdom has been. The Lord is spelling out an immutable Law of Nature; moral corruption leads to the physical destruction of nations, and churches fall as nations do when they ignore moral and spiritual standards. Amos 3:1-8, 4:6, 4:12-13, Micah 3:5-12. 

Pastoral standards are biblical standards, and to allow any one in leadership to violate morality is to bring God’s judgment upon that church. Refer to the TOPICS – CHURCH – DISCIPLINE, also CHURCH: PASTORAL AUTHORITY, also, CHURCH: PASTORAL DISCIPLINE.

11  To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? Saith the LORD: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed  beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. 12  When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts?

The problem with the people was not that they had stopped their worship services, for they were continuing, even more than usual, the problem was hypocrisy and immorality. People were bringing sacrifices then heading home to commit the same sins in the afternoon that they had sought forgiveness for in the morning. God tells them bluntly that he is sick of their sacrifices, he wants their life to be changed.  God has no time for hypocrisy.  Play acting at faith saves no one, for only genuinely walking in the Spirit brings spiritual power and deliverance.
Easy believism, and trite forgiveness is anathema to God. God calls for real faith in action daily on the dirty streets of our nations. James 1:19-27, 2:14-26. Many have cheapened the grace of God, and while not going as far as the evil monk Rasputin, still follow his dictates. He believed, “the more we sin the more grace we receive, so why worry about sin, relax and enjoy it and claim the grace forgiveness later; God doesn’t mind!” 

God states very clearly that he does mind! Such false theology makes him sick! Malachi 1:12-14, 3:6-11, Romans 5:20 – 6:7. God wants genuine repentance, and that means not just offering a prayer asking for forgiveness for sin, but living differently afterwards. Active avoidance of sin is called for, from all who claim the name of Christ. God is all but saying, “who invited you to enter my temple?” He is indicating to them that they behaviour indicates they do not belong there, nor do they bear the family resemblance; their behaviour indicates they ought to be else where. 

All Israelites were ordered to attend the three main feasts, so it is clear that these hypocrites are coming at other times to proclaim their “holiness”, when in effect they illustrate their hypocrisy. If they will not be obedient, he will not accept their worship, and they are to stop coming to the temple right now! Psalms 50:7-23. Behaviours that demonstrate obedience is God’s requirement, not fine sounding words. Matthew 23:1-33.

13  Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.

This is a very blunt and harsh verse. All the super spiritual activities are dismissed as hypocrisy, yet these pious people are treading the courts of the temple with great enthusiasm. They are sincere, but they are sincerely wrong; God is not interested in their religious enthusiasm, but in their moral obedience.  Let us beware ourselves, least we also fool ourselves regarding what the Lord wants from us.  He wants the fruit of righteousness not the fruit of foolishness or enthusiasm. Some feel that it is their worship service attendance that matters, but without the holy daily life their worship is unacceptable to God. Isaiah 64:6. 
Notice the structure of their “worship services”. They offered oblations with great flourish. These were the peace offering and the thanksgiving offerings, and the incense wafted up to heaven from them, but they had failed to deal with their sins, and so there could be no peace, nor genuine thanks, for they were all out of true fellowship with God. The very presence of these hypocrites play acting religious observance was hateful in God’s sight, even worse it was “iniquity”. It is sin itself to pretend to be something you are not in the spiritual realm. Refer to the TOPICS, CHRISTIAN LIFE – SPIRITUALITY, also refer, HUMILITY. 1 Corinthians 11:17-22, 27-34.

14  Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a  trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them. 15  And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you:  yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.

These people had added to the things God demanded of his people, and they met for solemn and ritualistic observances more often than the Law ordered, but it was ritual without reality, and empty of spiritual significance, because their hearts were not right with God. Amos 2:9-16, 5:21-25, Malachi 2:17. God wants more than talk from them, he wants life change. Psalms 66:18, Proverbs 1:28-31, Jeremiah 14:12, Ezekiel 8:17-18, Micah 3:4-5, 3:9-11. 

They have all the “holy” actions down to a well practised ritual. They can hold their hands out in prayer and to all on-lookers they appear very holy, but God sees their sin dirty hands and evil hearts and they will not cleanse themselves of their sins! They are self righteous, and are possibly even murderers, given the reference to “bloods” at the end of this verse. They are hypocrites and God hates this. Jeremiah 7:8-15, Zechariah 7:13, Matthew 6:7-8, Luke 18:9-14. 

16  Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; 17  Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.

There is a path back to blessing and it is a clearly marked path. God seeks righteous actions to prove words are not hollow. Note the orders here, for each highlights the sin and evil of their wrong doing:

1.
Wash you! Deal with the evil things that have dirtied your lives! Wash away the gross sins from life.

2.
Make yourself clean. Ensure that all the little sins that make you still dirty are dealt with also.

3.
Put away the evil of your doings from God’s sight. Recognize that all evil is in God’s sight and must be hated as God hates it. He sees all things.

4.
Cease doing evil! It is an active daily choice to walk away from evil and walk towards the good. Stop it!

5.
Learn to do well. They have failed to learn the truth of God’s word or apply it in their lives.

6.
Seek after righteous judgment. They have judged without righteousness.

7.
Relieve those who are oppressed.  They were oppressors of the weak, and so God challenges them to relieve their burdens rather than add to them.

8.
Judge the fatherless. The fatherless were being stolen from by greedy relatives. They were at the mercy of others and they were abused by them and then sold in the local slave market.
9.
Plead for the widow. The widow was often without safety and the target for money sharks and rapists. Stand up for these people the Lord urges them.

First, in verse 16 the Lord urges the people to deal with their sins, both great and small. 1 John 1:9 runs parallel to this passage, as does Psalm 51 from four hundred years before Isaiah. Sin and evil must be thoroughly dealt with and then actively walked away from. We must make “straight paths for our feet”. Hebrews 12:13. Having dealt with sin we must “put on” righteous things into the vacuum that sin has left or greater evil will replace the old bad habits. Matthew 12:43-45, Philippians 4:6-9, Colossians 3:8-17.

If these people will not respond with social justice and look after the weak in their society they will be judged by God and their prayers will not be heard. We do well to remember this principle. If we show no mercy, then we will be shown none by God! God remembers the weak and the oppressed and he expects his people to protect not abuse them. Psalms 82:1-5. 

Now hesitate here for a second. Social justice is what is in view here, not benefits for people who will not work, nor benefits and “reforms” for evil men and women who have committed crimes against the innocent. God is on the side of the innocent and makes it clear that he chooses the side of the innocent and is against the guilty, until they repent. We must be careful of our work in the area of “social justice” to ensure that this is what we are doing, not supporting the guilty and bringing comfort to the evil ones who abuse the weak. Matthew 18:5-11, 1 Thessalonians 4:7-12.

18  Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

Forgiveness is the message of the Lord; Isaiah has “good news” for all who will hear the Lord’s rebuke and repent of their evil and follow after the good. The sins of Israel are like a dyed garment, died red in the innocent blood of the victims of their sins and evil. The picture is a terrible one, for the Assyrian Army wore blood red cloaks and they would dye the streets red with the blood of many Israelites who rebelled against God. 

The Lord invites the rebellious children of his to think about what they are doing. The Lord wants us to reason, to think about our actions and reflect upon our foolishness, and then respond intelligently with repentance. Isaiah 41:21, 43:24-26, Micah 7:18-19. The Israelite way of contrast was not “black and white” but, “red and light”. The shining of bright “white” light is the contrast of good versus the red stain of sin on the shining white cloth of righteousness.  

19  If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 20  But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

There are two ways set before all men. We take one way or we take another; we have blessing from God or cursing from our own stupidity. Matthew 7:13-14. How can a God of love bring judgment upon the disobedient? Love demands that the lover leaves the one they love with their own choices, and the consequences of them; just so it is with God. The Lord gives us all we need for salvation and life here, but if we reject him we must confront the consequences of our actions. 

The generation to which Isaiah preached have the brutal truth pointed out to them here; they can follow the Lord and eat the fruit of the land or they can reject him and be eaten, either be taken captive or die. It remains their choice right to the end, but God is sure that this is the alternative, and so they are warned. Just as in Deuteronomy 28:3ff they have the alternative or blessing or cursing, and so do we, even through until the end of time itself. The issue is one of will; the battle is for the hearts and minds of the people, and few in the prophet’s day were ready to repent. Jeremiah 3:12-15, 31:18-21, Hosea 14:1-9, Matthew 21:28-32, Hebrews 2:1-4, 4:1-8, 5:8-9.

21  How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of judgment; righteousness lodged in it; but now murderers. 22  Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with water: 23  Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards: they judge not the fatherless,  neither doth the cause of the widow come unto them.

Moral and political corruption have taken over the city of Jerusalem; the city once known for justice is now known for greed and injustice, where each looks to his own wealth and power, rather than the public good. The Lord’s tone here is mournful, for it looks as if judgment is sure and going to be final upon these people. Isaiah will keep on preaching to these people and enough of a remnant will respond to save the city and all those within it. Their sins are serious, even to murder for personal and financial gain. 

There is great evil here, at a level when many would give up praying for change, but God is gracious and ready to forgive, if only there is repentance, and so we are called to keep praying for the lost, no matter how offended we are due to their sins. Just as Abraham had prayed for Sodom and Lot within it, just so Isaiah clearly prays for the people left within Jerusalem, and enough are saved to ensure the city’s survival. 

The saved remnant does preserve the nation if it is large enough. How large is large enough? We simply do not know, and we do not need to; we need to trust the Lord and advance down the path of obedient service and see the deliverance of the Lord. The Lord is our refuge and our strength; he alone is our deliverer. Psalms 46:1-11, 48:14. The city will be saved this time, and will stand for another 130+ years, but then it’s rebellion will bring the fruit of judgment, and on the 14th August 586 it will fall. Again in Jesus’ day the same moral and spiritual situation will occur again in Jerusalem and on the very same day in 70 AD the city/temple will fall to the Romans. Matthew 23:29-39, Luke 13:34-35.

Many have trusted in their wealth and power, believing that they do not need God, for they can depend upon their ability to look after themselves. There is great danger in loving the “stuff” of this world, and having been distracted by worldliness it is a difficult thing to recover the simplicity and stability of biblical faith. Many today are like those of Isaiah’s day, who could go to their money chest and run their silver through their hands, feeling very smug with their retirement savings.  There is no “retirement” from obedience to the Lord, and no peace for those who forget Him.
Isaiah gives them God’s verdict on all ill gotten wealth. The silver will “become dross”; it will be devalued. Many in recent years (to 2005) saved silver and gold hoping to see the price rise, yet it crashed. In recent years (to 2011) it has sky-rocketed, but silver and gold have no value if you need food and those with it don’t “need” silver and gold! The value of all investments can be gone in a few days of commodity trading. Isaiah warns them that they have trusted in wealth, but money is not able to buy food if there is none, nor will it buy health if the disease is incurable, nor will it stop the soldier killing you, for he will not be moved to mercy by your wealth, rather the opposite, so that he may steal all you once had. A corpse is without life, without wealth and without enjoyment; only those who rest in the Lord and look forward to his eternal blessing have peace with the loss of all earthly things. Matthew 5:13, James 4:13-17, 5:1-8.

The corruption of the rulers of Isaiah’s day was terrible, with each man fighting the next to secure the biggest bribe to do what the wealthy wanted; justice was gone from the courts. These men having turned away from God worship money and power. They eagerly went in pursuit of bribes, not content to receive the gifts that most brought to secure a “fair hearing”. Proverbs 17:23. They were showing no mercy to their fellow Jews, yet God will still show mercy and grace to them for a time, but the time is running out for repentance for them. 

We can think that the Lord was harsh in the judgment of these people, but when we see the great evils being condoned by some and actively pursued by the rest we can see why judgment was, due to his grace and love alone, delayed by the Lord. These people were hateful in their attitudes and actions. Luke 18:1-8. God will judge; he must judge to protect his holy name and answer the prayers of the oppressed.

24  Therefore saith the LORD, the LORD of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies: 25  And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy

 dross, and take away all thy tin: 26  And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city.

It is a truly awful thing to become the enemy of almighty God. Evil and sin over time place the man who follows them on a path that makes him an enemy of God. While God’s grace and mercy never run out, they have a time limitation set to them to limit the damage the evil men can do to the innocent, and at that time the Lord acts in over whelming power and judgment. Proverbs 1:22-27,  Jeremiah 50:33-34, Ezekiel 5:13, 16:35-42, Revelation 18:4-10. These people have trusted in uncertain wealth that was swept away in a moment. They have been judged and found wanting by their maker. 1 Timothy 4:10, 6:17-19, Hebrews 10:30-31.

The Lord will put them through a refining process, burning away all their evil and sin, making them pure again through their suffering. This indicates that even though the discipline is harsh, it is for their eventual blessing and good. Even in their suffering they are meant to repent, and God intends them, even if they die through it, to be without excuse before him for their disobedience. Refer to the Topics of EVIL, SUFFERING, JUDGMENT. God’s purpose is both individual and corporate; he seeks the individual sinner’s repentance and restoration, and the nation and city’s restoration of a godly reputation. The Lord alone will do this and he will receive the glory. Isaiah 45:18-23.

27  Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness. 28  And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be together, and they that forsake the LORD shall be consumed. 29  For they shall be ashamed of the oaks which ye have desired, and ye shall be confounded for the gardens that ye have chosen.

Redemption is only through judgment. Evil and sin must be resolved and eliminated before redemption is achieved, and this is achieved for us all through the work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross. Romans 3:23-26, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Ephesians 1:7-8, Titus 2:11-14, 1 Peter 1:18-19. 

God will deliver Jerusalem this time in Isaiah’s day, and be gracious to them for another hundred years before they create the same situation where judgment must fall, but the redemption that comes to Zion is greater than they can even imagine, in the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. With redemption comes judgment of those who persist in rebellion. The restored city is no place for hypocrites and evil men who will simply defile it again if they are given mercy to enable them to sin more and more. Luke 12:32-56. 

The defilement of these people is illustrated by their compromises with pagan worship. They have gone to the groves of Oaks that were central to pagan sex centred worship, and played sexually in the gardens planted around the Oak trees for that purpose.  God is not “down” on landscaping or the planting of wonderful gardens, but he is the judge of those who select the worship of the pagan deities rather than the worship of himself as the creator. Jeremiah 2:20, 3:6, Ezekiel 6:11-14, Hosea 4:12-14.

30  For ye shall be as an oak whose leaf fadeth, and as a garden that hath no water. 31  And the strong shall be as tow, and the maker of it as a spark, and they shall both burn together, and none shall quench them.

The Oak tree was a symbol of strength. It remains a majestic tree that is used for building of ships and houses.  As the symbol of strength it was also the symbol of paganism; of man standing proudly against the Lord. Amos 2:9. 

The Lord here reminds the people that they stand only in his will, and that even the oak tree will wilt without the rains and the beautiful gardens of delight that surrounded the pagan “groves” will all die without the seasonal rains. God alone sends the rains; they are dependent on him and they have ignored this fact. Unless God blesses them they are cursed, and unless they stand in his will they stand in danger of judgment, for all God has to do is nothing to judge them; he can leave them with the consequences of their own evil and the fatal powerlessness of it. 

They are challenged to see the very places they have served their pagan gods and enjoyed the pleasures of immoral sex, not as the pleasant green groves of pleasure, but as the wilted burnt ruins they will become after drought, let alone after an enemy has been through the land and destroyed everything. They are challenged to see the true reality, rather than be deceived by the apparent pleasantness of the pleasures of their sins. The Lord wants them to go beneath the surface of reality and see things in their right relationship with God, and with the natural cycles of life and death. Jeremiah 17:5-10, Ezekiel 17:9-24, 20:46-48, Mark 9:43-50.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
No matter how bad a political situation may appear to be, and how dangerous the world is for us we cannot be in as bad a place as Isaiah found himself. He relaxed in the Lord’s plan for his life and we must learn this lesson if we are to have any stability or powerful ministry for the Lord. Isaiah found what it was that he was to do and he did it. He was of the Royal family and priestly class and served where he was called, amongst them. He did not try to be something he was not, he “played the man” and he played himself! 

Too many today fall into the two errors that Isaiah avoided; they panic under threat, where as God has placed us uniquely in our place in history to serve him there, and they try to serve in an inappropriate cultural or social situation to their background and training. Isaiah looked for the place the Lord wanted him to serve and he did the job he was called to do, rather than looking at another man’s role.

2. 
Isaiah worked with the other men of God of his day and this is witnessed by the many echoes of the words of Hosea and Amos from the North and Micah from the south, in his work. Isaiah served in the palace, whereas Micah, as a commoner, served on the streets. They did not try to swap places for the Lord had called them to serve where they were, and the result was complimentary ministry. They had their eyes on their Lord and faithfully gave his words, and they worked with and read the work of their contemporaries and gained strength from them in the Holy Spirit also. They did not see themselves as “competition” but as servants of the same Lord fighting for righteousness in a decaying nation. What a challenge to us today. In your church, do you pray for the other local churches by name? Do you pray for God’s blessing upon them as part of the body of Christ? If not, then you err. They are not the enemy!

3. 
God seeks intelligent service, not foolish disobedience, but equally he seeks complete obedience not partial or selective following of his truth. We are called to follow the Lord all the way, not part of the way. To be foolish is to ignore the facts of life and death, yet many do so. How is it that even believers ignore the fact that they will die and become distracted by wealth, power, relationships, or friendships, and so drift away from the path the Lord would have them walk. They act as if they will have eighty plus years to live and will wait until they are retired to serve the Lord or attend church. God does not seek church attendance as obedience, but walking every day for him through daily life. He wants us to serve him through all the stages of life, not just in our latter years.

4. 
How well do you know the heart of God believer? How closely do you fellowship with the Lord who gave his all for you? Is your prayer passionate or formal and cold? Do you know his love and feel great love for him? He seeks worship in the heart and from the heart. When Peter was restored after his terrible rejection of the Lord three times on that last night before the Cross, he was restored by three questions the Lord asked; each one centred on the Lord’s desire for Peter to affirm his love for him! 

The Lord seeks us to love him and express that love. If we do not love him, we cannot worship as he wishes, and we may even doubt our relationship with him, for love is what he seeks and love is the fruit that proves salvation is genuine. Let us love the Lord, for it will keep us safe from a multitude of sins. 

5. 
Many will ask, how can God punish, or judge and condemn the sinner, and yet still be a loving God? We must be ready to answer those who genuinely or even falsely ask such questions. God judges because he must to protect the innocent and to be true to his own character, but judgment is his “strange work”, and mercy and grace is his preferred work. 

Man must work very hard to get into hell; he must turn away from the greatest love ever shown and ignore the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. The only people in hell will be there because they choose to be and do not want to have anything to do with their God. They do not want a Saviour and it would be an insult to them to force them to accept one.  Revelation 20:11-15.
Righteousness and justice demand freedom to choose your own way for life and not to complain about the consequences of your choice eternally, for all the facts were spelled out clearly. To insult God’s love as a man must do to reject Jesus, is to place oneself in the place of judgment. What is amazing is that so many who do this are given so many years to change their minds and yet they choose to stay where they are.

6. 
We live in a society that tries to make us feel guilt and grief for the fate of evil men and women, when they have simply got what they chose. When people drink and drive, they kill or are killed; they have chosen badly and the consequences are always bad. We must not allow anyone to blame the righteous for the fate of the evil or the foolish! Each person makes their own choices. It is not education or genetics that any one can blame when they stand before the Lord finally, for they must then recognize their own sin and face it personally. 

Our job is to preach the truth and not give an inch to nonsense or the neo-paganism of our day. Criminals must face the full consequences for their evil actions and no Christian should be up there apologizing for their evil and insulting the victims of crime. Jesus was clear, that he was on the side of the innocent and would deal with the guilty who abused the young the old or the weak. The Gospel is to be given to all, but without excuses for the evil of men. The Holy Spirit will condemn them within and if they repent they will be forgiven by the Lord, but evil is to be called evil. Also believers are not to feel they must jump to forgiving evil and thereby glossing over it and opening the door for further victims of an evil man who has not repented of his evil, he is just sorry that this time he has been caught!

7. 
Isaiah introduces us to a concept here that we may need at some point in our ministry; the concept of the remnant. At times and places in church history there may appear to be very few genuine believers, with most heading into apostacy or being distracted by wealth or power. 

At all times there is a remnant of genuine believers and we are to keep on standing for the truth even if that remnant appears very small. We are called to stand with the Lord’s people and for the Lord’s Word even if we may appear to be alone. Truth is never decided by a majority vote, only by the Word of Truth through the Spirit of Truth. We must be prepared to pray for all but stand alone in the Word of Truth without the human support we may crave. We must remember that the Lord will have others and simply pray to be led to them, for they will be there somewhere.

8. 
God seeks that we might worship him in spirit and in truth, with holy hands lifted to the Lord. We are not to practise hypocrisy, nor think that if we do enough of the format of worship that God is impressed by our energy expended in our rituals. God seeks the heart to be right and the hands innocent of evil. He seeks confession of sin and love in our hearts for him; the format of our ritual is of no consequence. Reality not hypocrisy is what God wants from us; genuine love expressed in association with genuine dealing with our sinful life patterns. Words not deeds are required!

9. 
When you hear some preaching you may wonder where the “good news” is gone? We have the message of the good news of the incarnation, the message of gracious mercy and forgiveness, the message of a door open to eternity with God. Let us ensure that our preaching is apostolic; that it begins with the resurrection victory over death, moves back to the then certain victory over sin, and looks forward to the second advent of the victorious Saviour who will reign over all. Let us stand in the biblical certainties of the Saviour’s words!

10. 
Remember believer that you live and move and have your being only in the grace and mercy of God. We are alive at the end of each day only because God wants us to be alive. There is a plan and we are a part of it, and our life is hid with Christ in God. We are not to be tempted to think that we are invulnerable, nor that we can “get by” with sin. The fool ignores the reality of the unknown time that will be the end of their life, whereas the wise person rejoices in every day in the Lord and praises him every day for life and opportunity to express love for him. What is your attitude to each day? Let us examine ourselves and rejoice in the day while it is day!

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

CHURCH:  CHURCH DISCIPLINE

CHURCH: - PASTORAL AUTHORITY

CHURCH: PASTORAL DISCIPLINE

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SPIRITUALITY

HUMILITY




EVIL

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING

JUDGMENT:  FOUR GENERATION CURSE 
JUDGMENT:  GREAT WHITE THRONE

JUDGMENT: - JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

ISAIAH CHAPTER 2

INTRODUCTION

When we face great pressure situations the best way to confront present trouble is to look up and forward to the end of history so that our suffering is placed into the perspective of God’s plan. If we know that the end is secure, and that there is victory in the end, then we can relax in the pressure situation for it will work out well. 

It is this encouragement that the Lord gives the people of Judah and Jerusalem through this vision here. They are to be encouraged as they get a glimpse down the corridors of time that Jerusalem and Judah will be blessed and will prosper. The end of chapter four connects with the first verse of chapter two so this next section covers three chapters of visions that give perspective down through time to strengthen the people in their present distress.

1  The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2  And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.

The Philistines (mentioned in verse 6 of this chapter) invaded the land in the days of Ahaz, 2 Chronicles 28:18, and so it may be that we have in this chapter a vision from early in Ahaz reign. There are strong parallels to Micah 4:1-3, and such need not begin any speculation that one man quotes the other necessarily, for the same Holy Spirit worked through both men to speak to the different audiences so that all the people heard the same message. God’s men do at times quote each other, and also at times several receive the same revelation and confirm each other’s words by separate prophetic preaching. 

The message to the court and the market place is the same for the Lord intends all his people to hear and repent. The explanation accepted by most regarding the origin of this prophetic word is that both Isaiah and Micah quote a third prophet and the Spirit takes this earlier promise regarding Jerusalem and provides for each a new prophetic promise and warning. The warnings and threats given in these chapters are anchored in the promise. The people face personal uncertainty and possible judgment if they make the wrong choices, but the national destiny is secure in the plan of God. In the midst of all of history there is the promise of God regarding Jerusalem and Judah.

The phrase, “the last days” had in Hebrew the concept of remote time, not just the end of time. Genesis 49:1, Numbers 24:14ff, Daniel 2:28, 10:14, 2 Timothy 3:1, Hebrews 1:2, 2 Peter 3:3. The encouragement is to see two things; firstly that God’s plan does not end here and now, but heads towards a finale, and secondly that the end gives meaning to the middle and places it in the larger context that we are called to see all things within. God is the author of this present space-time universe and the Plan of God goes way beyond it, and there is no doubt about the plan working out.
Our troubles are “present troubles”. The pleasures of this world are also only “present pleasures”; they do not last. The Lord’s will and destiny alone gives meaning to this temporary life of ours now, and individuals select their own destiny by their attitude towards these things. Romans 8:18, 38, 1 Corinthians 3:22, 7:26, Galatians 1:4, 2 Timothy 4:10, Titus 2:12, Hebrews 12:11.

What is this “mountain of the Lord’s house” referred to here? It refers to the mount upon which the Temple of the Lord stood. This mountain was but a small hill and by this day the city had risen up around it so that it did not stand out at all. 

Isaiah’s words to the people indicate that the Temple Mount, though physically a small hill will be the first of all hills; the most important hill in the world. It will become the primary focal point of mankind and all the nations of the world will “flow into it”. At this time only Jewish people flowed into Jerusalem to worship the Lord, but the prophets see that the Lord’s plan calls for all the nations to finally bow down before the Lord God of all the earth. Revelation 11:15, 21:10-22:5.

3  And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4  And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into  pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

The prophets all see the vision of multitudes of peoples from all races calling to one another to go up and worship the Lord of the universe at Jerusalem. They see the Lord’s victory, and the primacy of this mountain and it’s temple. There is a desire for obedience to the way of the Lord; both salvation and sanctification is desired totally by these people. They want to be in the place of history; the place where God did so much for his people. The prophets can see that their suffering will be a cause for rejoicing for these people in the years to come, as they look back and see just how wonderful were the dealings of the Lord with his people upon this mountain.

Notice it is the “God of Jacob” referred to. Jacob, the old supplanter is mentioned; the man who was, in his flesh, not a nice person at all.  God specializes in transformation of the character of people and Jacob illustrates grace above all men besides perhaps Paul. God takes the worst, when they bow before him and makes them into the best in his power. It is the transforming power of the standards of God and the Word of God that Isaiah sees here, and realizes that the people seek the very thing that his generation needs to grasp hold of. It must be God’s way or no way! God’s paths alone are safe to walk, they alone provide blessing and safety for mankind.

The next verse is the one selected by the United Nations organization for their motto. They have it carved on the wall of the statue outside their headquarters in New York. It is a text out of it’s context there in New York. The peace described in this verse is achieved only by the actions detailed in verse 3 already having occurred, for there is no peace for the wicked!  Isaiah 57:20-21.   The UN has not produced peace, and they cannot, nor will they at any time, only the Prince of Peace brings true peace and he will bring it by eliminating the wicked. Revelation chapters 19-20.
5  O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the LORD. 6  Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, because they be replenished from the east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines, and they please themselves in the children of strangers.

The Lord gives them the way back, and the way that will lead the future people back to blessing. It is to walk in the light of the Word of God; to walk in the light of his presence, and Isaiah calls them to do this with strength and focus.  Psalm 89:15-18, John 12:25-26, 35-36, Romans 13:11-14, Ephesians 5:8-10, 1 Thessalonians 5:4-8, 1 John 1:7-10, Revelation 21:23ff.

The Lord’s Word is a light unto our feet and a lamp unto our path. Psalms 119:105. The people of Jacob are truly people of his Old Sin Nature, filled with pride that has kept them from the grace and mercy of their Lord. They want to fight with God to obtain blessing, rather than resting in God’s provisions and being obedient to his commands. Deuteronomy 31:16-22. 

They have settled amongst the heathen peoples and instead of converting them they have been influenced by them and gone into their sins. They had adopted “Eastern” culture and habits and so lost their uniqueness and their witness to these people. The Philistines were a Greek type cultural people and had wealth and all the trappings of power, and sadly the people of God were impressed by the apparent “superior” culture and were led astray into their idolatrous and immoral worship of their gods. Instead of standing alone with God they joined with the enemies of God. They joined with those who were heathen from birth and had no desire for change, and by so doing they robbed themselves of any evangelistic witness to these lost people. The result was that Israel itself became lost.

7  Their land also is full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their treasures; their land is also full of horses, neither is there any end of their chariots: 8  Their land also is full of idols; they worship the work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have made: 9  And the mean man boweth down, and the great man humbleth himself: therefore forgive them not.

Not only were the people of God impressed by the culture and religion of the heathen and so moved away from the simplicity and purity of the truth, they were impressed by the power, wealth, and military might of these people. They chased after wealth and luxury goods; their consumerism devoured them and they sacrificed truth and genuine worship for pomp, show and pleasure. They have been seduced by power and wealth yet there is no strength in either without the will and plan of God being followed in the life. Psalm 20:7-8. Only in returning to the Lord who loves them will they find safety and security, for there is none in “things”. Psalm 18:27, Jeremiah 50:31-32, Hosea 14:1-9.

Israel had been told very specifically by the Lord, through Moses, not to multiply chariots or horses, nor silver, gold, or wives. They were to depend on their infantry alone and to trust in the Lord not standing armies or physical wealth, and they were certainly not to copy the immoral lives of eastern despots. Deuteronomy 17:16-17. 

They have disobeyed in all these things and then worshipped idols, but the Lord’s appeal is still to them to return to the simplicity of their original faith. Psalms 115:4-12. Sadly they have gone too far and committed the “Sin Unto Death”, and in their bowing down before the false gods they have opened themselves to judgment. Refer to the Topic - SIN UNTO DEATH.

10  Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty. 11  The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day. 12  For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low:

This first verse pictures the utter fear and desperation of those who realise they are caught without hope and the enemy are after their lives. They seek a hole in the rocks to hide within. It is only in this extreme situation that they turn to the Lord finally, but for many it will be too late. The true God is exulted and seen as such, and the foolish people who trusted in gods are brought down to the dust. “God has a day”. 

This phrase of Isaiah’s reminds us all that the Lord God has a plan and it is working out in the nation. The plan of God will work out, and the deception of the “gods” will be exposed in God’s time. Psalm 90:12. The people need to see that the Lord alone is worthy of worship and he alone gives security in troublesome times. 

History is moving towards a climax; the Day of the Lord’s judgment and return is coming and it is certain. The Lord alone will be exulted in the end, and it is for the people of God to exult him now and be on the right side of history now! Those who are proud in their own conceits will be brought low; before his throne every knee shall bow, without exception, for then they will see the one who they rejected was truly king of kings and lord of lords. Jeremiah 10:10-12, Romans 14:10-13, 1 Corinthians 1:27-31, Philippians 2:9-13.

13  And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan, 14  And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills that are lifted up, 15  And upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wall, 16  And upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon all pleasant pictures. 17  And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low: and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day. 18  And the idols he shall utterly abolish. 19  And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

We are often found praising the wonders of nature and the grandeur of scenery, but not necessarily praising the creator of them all. The “nature worship” of Isaiah’s day had led to sexual religions and further great evils in society. Each of the pagan nations that will be judged with rebellious Israel is characterized by some aspect of nature and pagan nature worship, but also by the common denominator of paganism, pride (being “lifted up”). 

Isaiah begins a section here in which he lists the common errors of all alternative forms of worship to that which recognizes the true creator God. They trust in natural powers, or nature, they trust to defences, they trust to wealth and trading power, and they trust in gods of wood, stone, silver or gold, which they have made with their own hands. The Lord challenges his people through the ages to praise and honour Him and trust in his will and word alone; for in the will of the Lord God there is safety, and there alone. Psalms 47:6-8.

The tall cedars of Lebanon, the sacred mighty Oaks of Bashan, the high mountains of Syria, and the sacred hilltops within all these nations; they are all places or objects of wonder and power for ancient man. When man does not look up to almighty God, he will tend to look up to something else, and it will tend to be something that God has made. If we worship the creature or creation, rather than the creator, we are asking for judgment! 

The Greek historian Herodotus (490-420 BC) makes a very similar point in his history of his time. As he went through this region he wrote that the lightning strikes the highest points most often, and he reflected that, “the loftiest trees are most exposed to the lightning flash, and the loftiest monarch most liable to the workings of the divine nemesis.” Histories, Book VII, 10. Man lifts himself up only to be judged by the gods more thoroughly and finally, Herodotus reflects. We ignore the true creator of all things at our peril! Zechariah 11:1-6.

When man lifts himself up he simply makes himself a more obvious target and he will be targeted by the almighty for his pride, Isaiah warns. But it is not only the lifting up to worship nature that will lead to trouble, but the arrogance of man’s godless military preparations that will lead to disaster. To prepare to defend oneself in the Lord’s will is one thing, but to believe you are strong enough to defend yourself without God’s help is foolishness. 

The next two verses describe the fortifications that were built around this time. The local towns and smaller cities built “high towers”, and fenced walls around them. Behind their stone works they felt secure, yet the walls and towers that took years for communities to complete were knocked down in weeks by the Assyrian army and their engineers and miners, who either assaulted them above ground, or tunnelled under them, lit fires there and caused that part of the wall to collapse, and so the city or town was over run and it’s people butchered or enslaved. Psalm 110:5-6, Amos 2:4-5, 

The Assyrians themselves would suffer this in 612 BC when the river’s flood swept away a section of their wall and the city and great Empire fell in a day never to rise again.  Ezekiel 31:4-13.

They trust also in their wealth and trading powers, and they delight in the things their wealth can buy as if they will enjoy them forever. They forget that all their wealth is temporary, and the enjoyment of their wealth is but for a moment. They have forgotten that the most powerful ships of trade can be sunk by the storms at sea and can run aground on the uncharted rocks. They have forgotten that their works of art and culture that they enjoy in their great houses can be stolen, lost in fires, or require being sold when their wealth status changes. Nothing physical lasts forever.
In 1 Kings 10:22 the sin of lust after wealth affected Solomon so that he spent money on “apes and peacocks”! Amos identifies that the kings spent money on ivory beds, Amos 6:4. It is this extravagance that Isaiah also puts his finger upon. The use of wealth to simply enjoy the exotic, to advertise your ability to waste money; these are great evils while others starve. Also much of modern art illustrates or advertises paganism and immorality and as such is to be abhorred. Numbers 33:52. 

All such use of wealth is the expression of rebellious man’s self centeredness, and this is at the heart of the pride and rebellion against God’s will for your brief time of sojourning upon the earth. Our attitude towards things illustrates the attitude of our soul towards God’s will for us while we walk upon the earth. The godly seek all ways to honour and glorify him, the godless, rebellious or foolish seek to enjoy their time here, as if it matters, as if it will last forever.  

Verse 17 reminds the people that all their lifting of themselves up is a waste of time and effort, for unless God lifts us up we are simply going to fall further when the day comes. This verse parallels verse eleven, with slight changes for emphasis of the principle through repetition. These men have lifted themselves up to be worshipped by those they consider “lesser mortals”, and in their pride they look down upon (haughty looks) all who lack their wealth and power. They have failed to see that all their wealth and power is temporary and they are not that important at all. In the day of judgment that is coming, the Lord alone will be lifted up and worshipped, and will be alone seen as worthy of worship. Jeremiah 48:26-35, Ezekiel 28:1-8.

It is a foolish thing to make an idol and then worship the thing you have made with your own hands. Later the prophet will mock such foolishness thoroughly, but here he simply gives the final end of their gods, for they will all become scrap metal for others to remake into new objects of worship and pleasure. Men simply recycle their pleasures, and remake their objects of desire. 

Some of the valuable gold jewellery that the wealthy enjoy today has been remade many times back to ancient of days. Many hands have worn the rings and felt the gold against their skin, and all have died and gone to their maker to give account of their lives. Isaiah calls the people, in God’s name, and before his presence, to face the reality of wealth, and confront the truth about the idols they have made, and bow before their God as their Lord before they can only bow before him as their judge! Ezekiel 37:23, Hosea 14:8-9.  

The idols will be utterly abolished; they will cease from the land completely. No-one in the land today worships any of the idols of their ancestors. They are simply items in museums now; only curiosities of art. Most who see the idols do not even think about the fact that people used to bow before them in past days. They are the dust of history, but God the Lord is still King and Lord of all. 

The judgment of God is spoken of as an earthquake. The result of God’s judgment is that those who previously trusted in their great wealth and power now cower in fear in holes in the ground and clefts in the rock. The Assyrian army scoured the land like a woman scoured a pot; nothing alive was left. They hunted all living things to extinction. As an earthquake shakes every place, so the judgment shakes every place and person; no-one escapes the judgment of God. Judges 20:40, Zechariah 13:2, Revelation 6:12-17, 9:4-6. Just as an earthquake shakes different places in different ways depending on the nature of the ground, just so God’s judgement will fall appropriately upon people, depending upon whether they were built upon the Rock that is Christ, or the shifting sands of man’s moral and spiritual relativity.
20  In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which they made each one for himself to worship, to the moles and to the bats; 21  To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. 22  Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is he to be accounted of ?

When the very earth is shaken, and all that is solid is broken down, it is then that men face the true reality of what is solid and what is temporary. Hebrews 12:26-27, 2 Peter 3:10-13, Revelation 16:17-21, 20:11-15. The end of all things is settled and sure; God is Lord and will judge. The challenge for man is to see reality and respond correctly to it here and now with worship of the only appropriate one, the Lord alone.

 Isaiah’s sense of humour comes out here, as he identifies that the people bury or hide their idols, and then they truly have the right living things to “worship” them; the moles and bats! There are two explanations of this action of the idolaters. The first is that they have truly seen how useless their idols are and destroy them, but that explanation does not make sense, for if a man rejects his “gods” he takes a hammer to them, and that does not happen here. The second explanation is more likely. People hide things where they can find them; if there is time they hide them in man made hiding places, but if the threat is sudden they hide them in natural places where later the animals will lead them back to their precious “treasures”. Mole hills and bat holes are easily found, for at the dawn or dusk the creatures betray their location. 

These people may pretend to the judge that they have “cast away” their hope in their gods and forever removed them, but there is no evidence of this apart from their lying words. When men cast away their hope in idols they bring evidence of their broken objects of worship that they have thoroughly destroyed. These people are not genuine; that is God’s complaint regarding them.

 Let us thoroughly audit our lives and eliminate all trust and hope in anything except the Lord alone. Let us have a true assessment of our place in the universe as lowly creatures, and let us recognize that in Christ we are lifted up to the heavenlies. Let us see all things in relation to our new place and reject all the distractions of wealth, power, position and place, apart from the things the Lord provides to do the work he has called us to do. Psalms 8:3-9, 144:3-4, Philippians 3:7-12. The archaeologists have found many of these “hidden” idols; their owners never returned for them for they were all dead, or captives for life!

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
We all make choices that have lasting effects and implications for our futures. We cannot blame anyone for these choices, for they are our own. If we let others make them for us we are the more foolish. Isaiah reminds us that we select each day which path we will walk; the path of worldliness or the path of holiness. God seeks us to walk the path of holiness and service, for there alone is safety and security and blessing.

2. 
All our troubles are simply “present troubles”, and all our pleasures are simply “present pleasures”, neither category of thing or experience last for they are both “within time and space”, but the blessings of God last forever. What is our attitude towards the blessings of God, and what is our devotion to the things the world can provide? Perspective is the subject of every chapter of Isaiah, for this is the key issue for life itself.

3. 
Living in the light of the Lord’s eventual victory as a significant theme of all of Isaiah’s messages. He challenges us to worship the Lord in truth and fervour, as we publicly express our faith in the certain outcome of history. He is referred to as the “God of Jacob”, and this gives encouragement to all erring believers. Jacob was a true “supplanter”, a man who had many unlovely traits, yet he was loved by God, just as we are, as his children. Jacob became Israel, and this is the transformation the Lord seeks in each of us. We, like Jacob, can be turned around in our daily lives and we can bring glory to God. This is the Lord’s purpose for us upon the earth.

4. 
A text out of it’s context is a pretext. That great saying of Dr David L Cooper applies so well to the motto of the UN. It is an organization that may be used by the Devil to achieve one world government, but that observation is speculation not prophecy! It has certainly been used by all numbers of crooked men for power and influence and interference in the affairs of good governments and the covering up or ignoring of evils in thoroughly bad ones. The text was simply wrongly applied, but the good news is that one day it will apply to this world; that day is the day of the Lord’s return and rulership.

5. 
Israel and Judah fell in love with the cultural richness of their pagan neighbours the Philistines, and so were seduced by them into buying their goods in order to live their life style. Life style corruption may or may not lead to moral corruption, but it has already done the job Satan intends. When a believer is led away into loving the “things of this world”, she or he has already lost their first love and will be side tracked from service into enjoying luxury. We are here as the Lord’s soldiers, not the Lord’s pool attendants! We are to be fishing for souls, not trout or big game fishing all the time. We may rest and recharge doing all sorts of activities, but our focus is to be upon the work the Lord has called us to do, not filling our days with life style activities. Consumerism must not devour us.

6. 
The Lord and his Word alone are to be trusted. He alone is to be worshipped and served in all our days. No mater how grand and awesome natural wonders are, they are just natural wonders and all creations. Nothing made is to be worshipped; our hope is to be in the Lord alone. We are to be wary of lifting ourselves up, just high enough for our life to be a clear target for the enemy. We are in the Lord’s army and are to be closely working with others in the work, not exposed and alone seeking fame, wealth, power or glory. Even the pagans use the motto; “pride goes before a fall”.

7. 
While we are to be ready to defend ourselves, and active in commerce, supporting ourselves, we are not to trust in our military might, nor our trading strengths. The Lord alone will ensure we survive and are blessed, and in his words alone we are to find comfort in times of need. We are not to make any thing an idol for worship, nor to “hedge our bets” and trust our old idols with the Lord. The Lord alone is to deliver us or we will not be delivered.

8. 
Natural disasters like earthquakes are frightening things, yet expected things. Man is challenged to depend upon the Lord for all things, and to trust in him for deliverance in the disasters of life that are part of this fallen world. In the midst of the Assyrian invasion the believers found that they were safe in the arms of the Lord as they walked in his will for their life through the crisis, and so are we.

TOPICS

SIN:  SIN UNTO DEATH

IDOLATRY

WEALTH

NOTES

ISAIAH CHAPTER 3

1  For, behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, doth take away from Jerusalem and from Judah the stay and the staff, the whole stay of bread, and the whole stay of water.

The Lord’s warning to the people is terrible. They will have removed from them, the very thing they need most; the two essentials of life, food and water. People cannot go far without food or water. All the money in the world does not assist anyone in a famine where there simply isn’t the food to buy. The wealthy men and women may feel very secure in their wealth, yet all their wealth may be rendered useless by famine, or war, or other form of natural disaster. 

The Lord is trying to get them to see that they “live and move and have their being” only in His grace and mercy. They are warned as a nation that the Lord does intend to take away these necessities of life from the capital city and from the countryside of Judah. They have been placed under maximum divine discipline due to their rebellion and there is only one way back to blessing; they must turn away from their sins and return to the Lord who still loves them. 

Isaiah uses the full title for God here, indicating the serious nature of this proclamation of judgment. Moses had warned them of this judgment; they are without excuse. Leviticus 26:26, Deuteronomy 28:15-18. Ezekiel will later tell this again to his generation, Ezekiel 4:16-17, 5:13-17. 

2  The mighty man, and the man of war, the judge, and the prophet, and the prudent, and the ancient, 3  The captain of fifty, and the honourable man, and the counsellor, and the cunning artificer, and the eloquent orator.

Not only will the essentials of life be removed, all the key people to govern the state will also be removed. The decline of a nation may be measured in the decline of the quality of its leadership. As more stupid people seek and gain office so the nation slips faster and faster into judgment. Not only obvious stupidity is a danger, but also the foolishness of those who are impressed by the power they suddenly obtain. 

Many people appear to be fine and upstanding men or women, with clear thinking minds and good morals, but then they get power and all that was previously true disappears like a mist. Pride will do this to people; they start to believe their own PR bulletins! They become legends in their own lunch times and so are open to satanic deception and distraction. They begin to take the corrupt money, sex and bribery gifts that is offered and their good character is eroded. Believing in their own wisdom, rather than depending upon the wisdom of God, they become fools and are finally exposed as such.

Note the list of people here that fall away from the State, only to be replaced by weak and ineffectual fools.

1. The mighty man. The military officer class fails; leadership standards decline in proven bravery in the field.

2. The man of war. The army is made up of soldiers whose pride is in their soldiering. They become weak. 

3. The judge. Justice and the integrity of judgments decline so that no-one can trust the Law’s application.

4. The prophet. The voice of God ceases in the land. God’s men die out, or become silent.

5. The prudent. This is the wisdom of men whose opinions can be trusted. They are gone from the State.

6. The ancient. The elders are gone; their experience lost to the rulers.

7. The captain of fifty. The army depends on it’s NCOs. These men are the glue for an army, but none are left.

8. The honourable man. The civil servants are corrupt and do not serve the State well.

9. The counsellor. There is no-one to turn to for good and godly advice.

10. The cunning artificer. Craftsmen are required for the running of every State. Nothing can be made or repaired

11. The eloquent speaker. The orator is able to carry a fickle population and get them to see reason.

With all these key people missing from the fabric of the State there is little hope for deliverance under the pressures of invasion. When a State starts to decline it is in these areas that you see the falling standards of people in authority. The sad truth is, that the less intelligence and ability a person may have, the more likely that person is to believe they are great and have superior abilities. They are mighty in their own eyes and so make larger and more damaging mistakes, and so with more power their decisions are more destructive for the nation and the people around them.

4  And I will give children to be their princes, and babes shall rule over them. 5  And the people shall be oppressed, every one by another, and every one by his neighbour: the child shall behave himself proudly against the ancient, and the base against the honourable.

The ultimate decline is seen when a nation is ruled by children. Literally a child king may rule in this day, and his corrupt or foolish counsellors then have free reign for their destructive schemes. Rulership without the wisdom that comes from experiences is a dangerous thing. Many companies have collapsed because a “wiz kid” got control, with their fresh degrees from the university, but no practical experience at all, and so without wisdom made destructive decisions.  All the Lord need do to judge such people or groups is nothing! They are simply left to the self destructive consequences of their own self centred decision making processes.

The result of people being lifted up above their level of competence is that they become proud and arrogant, thinking they are superior and acting in accordance with their false beliefs. Those who are arrogant will laud it over others, and very quickly become oppressive and self centred in their actions; dong things for purely selfish and self gratifying ends. 

The awful death of the prophet Isaiah is an example of this, with the young king Manasseh ordering the old prophet’s death by being sawn in half. The teenage king enjoyed watching him die slowly and in great pain. Such evil is the natural result of the decline of morality and standards of leadership. Such political decline can barely be stopped! In Israel’s case it could not be stopped, and the nation went into captivity 100 years after Isaiah’s death. In the fires of such affliction the Lord purified his people and a new generation, purified of their idolatry now, later returned to rebuild the community under the great leadership of Nehemiah and Ezra.  

6  When a man shall take hold of his brother of the house of his father, saying, Thou hast clothing, be thou our ruler, and let this ruin be under thy hand: 7  In that day shall he swear, saying, I will not be an healer; for in my house is neither bread nor clothing: make me not a ruler of the people.

A nation cannot fall lower than the condition portrayed here. The picture is of such abject poverty and misery that anyone who still has clothing is considered wealthy and successful enough to rule over the community. Even in this situation the person with a little refuses to rule because he fears he will lose what little he has. There is no sense of community care, nor of obligation to support your community in it’s hour of need. The coming of poverty in itself does not move the people, for they remain ultimately selfish in their concerns. They will not join together for physical help, nor will they join together for prayer for their nation. They fail to turn to God at this point also. 

8  For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen: because their tongue and their doings are against the LORD, to provoke the eyes of his glory. 9  The shew of their countenance doth witness against them; and they declare their sin as Sodom, they hide it not. Woe unto their soul! for they have rewarded evil unto themselves.

The reason for all this misery is rebellion against the holy will of the Lord God of Israel. Seeing this will begin the recovery, but until they confess this truth they will slide further into decay and despair. Their sin was rebellion in thought, word and deed. They did not see the glory of God nor honour their God, and so they will give glory to him in his judgment. Their actions provoked God to judge, so great was their evil. All sin and evil provokes the holiness and justice of God. By sin man tempts God to judge, insults God’s holiness and acts as if God does not care for honour and holiness. God does and he will act in his time.

The sins of this nation are as those of Sodom. This is the warning to all the modern nations regarding general sexual immorality, the free practise of homosexuality, open prostitution, pornography, and the sexual abuse of children for the sexual pleasures of adults. These are the great evils that led to the total destruction of Sodom and Isaiah warns they will lead to the end of the nation of Judah also.

 When men and women choose pleasure above morality, they choose short term lust over long term blessing; it is a bad choice and leads to the destruction of everything they claim to hold dear.  So brazen have they become that they cease to even hide their evil; they practise it openly and declare it to be “normal” and even legislate so that those who oppose it are condemned as “bigots”. We also have lived to see such days in our Western nations and for this God will judge our States. “Woe unto their soul”. Isaiah cries out to them, seeing the terrible consequences of their sinful lives. Instead of blessing these people have persisted in their sins and so have got judgment. It is all so unnecessary! Psalms 10:4-11.

Isaiah looks into the faces of the people as God has looked into their hearts. Their very faces testify against them. Many times when you speak to people of their sin and of the claim of God upon their lives you will see this very look. Their hatred and resentment is visible. The disdain and haughty rejection that is written over every inch of their sneering face set towards the true prophet or preacher is always seen by God. This is what God will judge, for he sees their heart and their looks; he has studied them intensely and knows truly the content of their thoughts. They have condemned themselves. The judgment of God is not hasty; it is considered and settled, just and final. Hosea 13:9.

10  Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their doings. 11  Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him: for the reward of his hands shall be given him.

Even in the midst of the great sin and evil of the nation there are yet those who stand for God and his righteousness. They will be safe in the midst of the judgment, for the Lord looks after his own.  Psalms 18:17-25, 128:1-6, Romans 2:5-11, Galatians 6:7-10, Hebrews 6:9-12. Each person will eat the fruit of their own doing! What we reap is what we have already sowed. There is equity for both the righteous and the wicked and neither need be surprised at the outcomes of their lives. 2 Corinthians 5:9-11, James 2:13-17. 

This will be a precious promise to those who have been righteous in the midst of other’s evil, for many think as they see the wicked prosper and surpass them in wealth that they will not see justice. Remember, the Lord does not pay all his bills on the 20th of each month; at times judgment is delayed, but it always falls and is unavoidable when it does. Like David we can cry out at times for peace and righteousness, and despair of seeing the actions of God, but we are called to wait upon the Lord, and wait for his deliverance alone. Psalms  25:3-5, 27:14, 37:7, 59:3, 62:5, 120:1-7, 130:5, Proverbs 20:22, Isaiah 8:17, Micah 7:7, Habakkuk 2:3. Total trust in the Lord is what we are called to express in each day of our lives.

12  As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths. 13  The LORD standeth up to plead, and standeth to judge the people.

Decay of the divine institution of government will lead to further evils, and so chaos reigns in the State. Young men rule and use their power for their own selfish ends, as young people can tend to do. Lust rules many young people and if they have great power they can greatly abuse it for their own ends. 

This became terribly fulfilled in the reigns of Ahaz and Manasseh; Ahaz beginning to rule around age 20, Manasseh around fourteen. Both were ruled in turn by powerful women of the court who loved the power they could wield through their “boys”.  History is full of examples of this, when mistresses ruled over nations and when sex and power were the objects of desire and all political decisions were made simply to fulfil a lust of the powerful. 

God is not decrying the rulership of women per se, for Deborah led Israel, and many other great women rose up through the redemptive history of Israel and the church to take leadership and did so very well. Spirit filled Women have led in many missionary situations and have been innovators and powerful evangelists, but when they did so most effectively, it was in association with Spirit filled males who backed them up, and who operated as the elders under whom the women laboured. Refer Topic – WOMEN.

Note what the false leaders do. Like all who follow their lusts, they mislead others and side track them from the paths of God. Misery loves company and so does evil! Those who fulfil their own lusts want others to join them in the sin, or else they will feel judged. To refuse to join evil men in their sins is to condemn them. False leadership is focused on deception and hiding the truth and true path from others, so they no longer see anything other than what their leaders tell them. Today we would call it mind control.  Matthew 23:14, Mark 12:40, Luke 20:47.

The unrighteous are so focused on meeting their own lusts that they do not see what the Lord would have them do, and they do not think anyone will judge them. They have a sense of “entitlement” to enjoy the things they enjoy, and will not stop their injustices until forcibly stopped by God’s wrath. 

When God stands it is to judge or welcome; no other reason. Stephen was welcomed by the Lord himself standing to greet this first martyr. Acts 7:56. But when the Lord God stands up from his throne to confront unbeliever’s actions it is normally to pour his wrath in righteous judgment upon them. Psalm 12:5-8, Proverbs 22:22-23, 23:10-11, Hosea 4:1-6.

14  The LORD will enter into judgment with the ancients of his people, and the princes thereof: for ye have eaten up the vineyard; the spoil of the poor is in your houses. 15  What mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces  of the poor? saith the Lord GOD of hosts.

God absolutely nails these people to the wall. The evidence of their evil is in their own homes; they have plundered the poor and have their few goods in their own houses and enjoy them there. By crooked business dealings they have seized the poor people’s land; by using their crooked lawyers they have proved before bent judges that they have title. They have practised theft and are relaxed about it, calling their injustice “legal”, as these sort of men still do. They have literally ground down the poor so they are unable to stand and oppose them.  

Abuse of others for your own financial gain is a thing God hates and will certainly judge.  Failure to pay people for work is also an abomination in God’s eyes. Leviticus 19:13-15, Jeremiah 22:13-17, Amos 2:6-8, 8:4-6, Malachi 3:5-7. It is a serious thing to treat people as things for your own pleasure, for God has decreed that we are to treat every man as we would be treated. We are to love our neighbours as ourselves, and the parable of the Good Samaritan was told specifically to underline that even the hated Samaritans were to be seen as “neighbours” for whom love was required. Matthew 5:43, 19:19, 22:39, Luke 10:29-36, Romans 13:9-10, Galatians 5:14, James 2:8.

16  Moreover the LORD saith, Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and making a tinkling with their feet: 17  Therefore the LORD will smite with a scab the crown of the head of the daughters of Zion, and the LORD will discover their secret parts.

The women now come in for some very specific criticism and the very mannerisms described by Isaiah here still abound today. The women described here are condemned by the Lord for their mental attitudes that show in their clothing, their looks and their way of walking about. They believe they are above rebuke, and that their dress is their own business and the prophet of God is beneath them.  Their arrogance is evidence of their spiritual power; it is satanic.  Matthew 7:13ff.
Isaiah, as a member of the royal family, is able to speak directly to them and they know that they cannot avoid his words. He knows them all to well. Note the criticism point by point. Firstly they are criticised for being “haughty”. This is the word for inward pride; an attitude of superiority of breeding, wealth, power, or education. They believe they are “above” others and let all people know they are beneath them. This inner attitude is expressed by the way they carry themselves. 
They walk with their necks straining forward, trying to pretend they are taller than they are, because they think they are entitled to be considered great and important. They blink their eyes; we would say, they flash and wink with their eyes, sending alluring looks to left and right to attract attention from the right men.  Their pride expresses itself in sexual temptation. Such pride, leading to immorality will always lead to disaster in life. Proverbs 16:18, 30:11-20.

They then walk, tripping along, in an affected manner that draws attention to their sexuality.  They took short steps because of the ankle jewellery they wore which was actually connected together, so long steps would have tripped them up. Such fashion was foolish, as it meant the woman could not run even if her life depended on it.  

Much modern fashion has done a similar thing to women; making them vulnerable to attack because they can barely walk in their shoes and dresses, and could never run, even if their life was at risk. For many of these women their ankle bracelets will be replaced by the iron shackles of captivity! 

They are seriously warned that their crowns of flowers, silver of gold, that they wear as part of their jewellery will be changed and they will suffer privations so that their heads will be infected with vitamin and mineral deficiency diseases, and they will be stripped naked and raped by their enemies.  This is a terrible thing, and still at this time can be avoided, but their behaviours are sexually provocative to their own men, and so they will lead to rape by the enemy men.  God’s judgment will not fall fully on this generation, but 100 years later it will and there will be no escape for those who work evil.

18  In that day the Lord will take away the bravery of their tinkling ornaments about their feet, and their cauls, and their round tires like the moon, 19  The chains, and the bracelets, and the mufflers, 20  The bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs, and the headbands, and the tablets, and the earrings, 21  The rings, and nose jewels, 22  The changeable suits of apparel, and the mantles, and the wimples, and the crisping pins, 23  The glasses, and the fine linen, and the hoods, and the vails.

These women set great store by their jewellery and value their possessions above their morality. All that they value will be plunder to the enemy. Ezekiel in chapter 16 of his work goes even further than does Isaiah here. The first item is the “ankle clasps”.  These were rings of gold, silver, ivory, or shell worn around the ankles.  They had small items like charms, attached so they tinkled as the women walked. The next item of jewellery is the headband, or possibly necklace. Either item had a large solar disc facing forward, made of gold, silver or polished bone/ivory. 

Then there were the “crescents”. They were pendants that hung from both sides of the neck down to touch each breast. Then earrings. Pierced ears were the norm in the East, with the earrings made of solid gold or silver. They would also wear chains of gold or silver wound around their arms. Fine cloth was used to make the light veils, which the wind would catch so that the woman’s face was easily glimpsed through or around it. They were made of expensive fabrics and designed for maximum sex appeal. 

Note the next items on the list; diadems or crowns, the stepping chains were the tiny gold chains that lightly bound the legs together for shorter “sexy” steps, the fancy coloured cloth bindings or girdles, expensive small smelling bottles of perfume worn between the breasts, golden or silver solid amulets, often with a charm or magical significance etched into them, then some finger rings, at least one nose ring. 

They then wore “gala dresses”, very special fabric to be worn in public only, over the top of which was worn a sleeve frock, with possibly what we would call a “wrap”, to be worn around the shoulders. The word translated “pockets” refers to a small money or perfume purse, in which would also be a highly polished metal hand-mirror. They would wear the best cloth from beyond the Indus River, the “Sindu cloths” or Hindu clothes. Add to this at times a Persian turban, or a finely woven gauze mantle to cover everything, so the woman walked through the streets with this flowing transparent cloth over her whole outfit.


The over all impression of Isaiah’s words here is that these women were spending large amounts of money and inordinate amounts of time to dress like this. In times of famine this was a terrible thing, for it gave the message to the poor and needy that they didn’t matter. Paul will warn Christian women of similar dangers in dressing in any manner that gives the wrong message to those looking on. 

No believer should be mistaken for a pagan by dress, nor for an immoral man or woman, nor a “flash Harry” or “clothes horse” who is out to impress others by their dress. As believers in the Lord we are to be in well coordinated clothing that adorns the message we are giving, rather than distracts people from the Lord. No-one who loves the Lord is ever to be mistaken for a prostitute or criminal by their dress; we are to fit in within our society so we can effortlessly give the Gospel to all we meet. 1 Corinthians 11:1-16, 1 Timothy 2:9-10, 1 Peter 3:3-4.

 Refer to the www.ebcwa.com.au  web site and study the Corinthian and Pastoral Epistles passage.

24  And it shall come to pass, that instead of sweet smell there shall be stink; and instead of a girdle a rent; and instead of well set hair baldness; and instead of a stomacher a girding of sackcloth; and burning instead of beauty. 25  Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty in the war. 26  And her gates shall lament and mourn; and she being desolate shall sit upon the ground.

Isaiah gives the warning of the Lord that their jewellery will be replaced by the marks of slavery unless they repent and follow the Lord again. This is a sobering passage with very real and powerful threat behind it. The stakes are very high here. The Assyrian enemy is violent and cruel and yet these women are acting as if they can carryon their fashion parade forever! Like many today, they have been deceived by riches into thinking that things will go on forever as they are now, when the reality is that all will fall down around their ears in a few years. 

They enjoy the sweet perfumes from Arabia, as women today enjoy their wine and scents from Paris. If they do not deal with their great sins the only smell that will be in their nostrils will be that of death, fire and mould from the dry bread they eat on their slavery march. Instead of binding themselves with cloth ribbons they will be bound by rope and steel. 

Instead of the artistically designed and woven hair pieces and hair styles they will be bald, shaved by their enemies before their trek to slavery.  In stead of the expensive coverings of layers of fine clothing they will wear sack cloth if not naked, and instead of their famed beauty spots there will be the red hot iron mark on their forehead branding them as slaves of their enemies. 

Isaiah directly appeals to the people of Jerusalem, especially the women, for they will be the only ones left alive when the Assyrian army invades the land, all other large towns fall to them. In Jerusalem they will be hold up for a year with the enemy outside and the screams of their relatives being tortured by their enemy, just out of bow shot range. 

These women trust in the mighty men of war. There have been great armies in Israel since Uzziah’s day and they still believe that they can win. The Lord tells them bluntly that they will lose! The gates of the city were the place where the men gathered to speak and where victory celebrations are held. The gates are desolate, for the men are all dead, and the women sit and weep there without consolation, for there are no men to come and cheer them up. During this invasion so many men would be killed that all will feel the mourning of the nation. Luke 19:41-44. The next chapter highlights further the desperate situation of the women without husbands.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
It is a serious thing to fall into the judgment of God, and it is a foolish thing to end up there when you do not need to. Judgment is God’s “strange work”. He does not enjoy doing it and in grace delays as long as is possible, but if we persist he will act and we will weep! It is all so unnecessary!  Isaiah 28:21.

2. 
We need to look at the signs around us of judgment. The Lord has already starting judging many of our nations for their evil. As believers within them, holding to righteousness, we are safe, but we can see the signs of the times if we open our eyes. How many noble, wise and intelligent leaders do you have in your government? How many wise men and women are there is leadership of corporations, and how many leaders do you look at and wonder why they are given authority to rule by anyone? Poor leadership is a judgment.

3. 
Have you wondered at the lunacy of the wiz kids? Have you shaken your head and wondered why certain people are able to fool even the “wise heads” of industry with their slick presentations and new ideas. How many times have you wanted to say, like the children in the old nursery story, “The emperor has got no clothes on!”? The rulership of people acting like children is a judgment. When people leave the sure counsels of God they believe and follow nonsense and are led by fools into disaster. How many corporations have fallen recently due to corruption, yet the leadership had claimed to be “Christian”? Just as in Isaiah’s day, they have claimed spiritual status they do not have.

4.  
Why cannot people see that the encouragement of homosexuality, prostitution and internet pornography will corrupt a nation? Why do people not look into the study of history and see the impact of immorality on the fabric of nations? We have been warned. The Lord warns us and we have the obligation to tell the people of our own day that we too are judged by our slackness in moral matters. Stability for families, so that children are safe at home from sexual and other exploitation, is crucial for the mental health of children. All violence affects children’s mental health. These are basic things, and God leaves us without excuse for violating these biblical principles.

5. 
Lust based leadership will always unravel the State. When men and women act to satisfy their own needs, rather than the needs of the State, then chaos reigns. When people treat others in the State as things to be abused, or stolen from the State itself will fall apart. Crime will destroy the fabric of society and break the bonds between people, building mistrust and hatred, rather than the common bond of a community. Stealing from others in society destroys the social fabric of the nation. The wealthy people who steal others goods by legal action or financial dealings are as guilty as the bank robber. The bank that puts up interest rates and terminates mortgages to earn bigger profits for it’s shareholders undermines the stability of the State. The business that with holds legitimate payments and bankrupts their suppliers for profit commits theft and evil in God’s sight. 

6. 
Beware of sexually provocative dress and behaviours. Too many Christian women are mistaken for prostitutes due to their dress, and too many Christian men behave like wild pigs on heat. This is a great evil and ought not to happen. We are to dress and act in a decent manner that gives all people who see and hear us the message that we are holy people set apart for God’s service, not looking for a drinking hole to wallow in!

7. 
Dress ought to be well coordinated, not “sexy” or expensive high fashion. We ought not to be known for our expensive clothes and jewellery, but for our polite manners and our appropriate dress in each situation. We are to dress so that people do not notice our clothes first; they notice our character. We are the Lord’s ambassadors and so ought to represent the Kingdom of Heaven well, being well dressed at all times and appropriate to the situation. People ought not to walk away commenting on our clothes, our personal hygiene, or our jewellery, but be talking about our Lord who they have met through us.

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

CIVILISATION AND DECADENCE

British anthropologist John Unwin, who has studied 80 civilisations, concluded that no society can long endure widespread sexual promiscuity.  He found that all the cultures he studied followed a similar sexual pattern.  During their early days of existence, premarital and extra marital sexual relationships were strictly forbidden.  This coincided with great creative energy causing the culture to prosper. Later rebellion against those standards occurred with people demanding their freedom. As the morals weakened, social energy abated, eventually resulting in the decay or destruction of the civilisation.
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ISAIAH CHAPTER 4

1  And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to take away our reproach.

The women will suffer most in the aftermath of invasion by the Assyrians and later the Babylonians, but they also have erred as much as their foolish husbands and brothers and fathers. They will suffer because they walked away from the path the Lord made clear they had to walk for blessing.  This verse belongs at the end of chapter three. Only one in eight men will survive the invasion; most will have died in the battles leaving eight out of nine wives as widows. 

These women are desperate for the protection that the man will give the home and are ready to pay their own way to be married again and have the honour of a family. Now they see that their marriage and family stability provide honour, where as previously they acted as if they were single, mocking sexual and marital conventions and living the life of the rich and famous. The great devastation of the war brings them to their senses and they seek their jewellery, their lovers, and their drinking parties no more. Their sole concern is to have the quiet and stability of the family circle and to sit under their own roof with a man who loves them and cares for them. They want to have their own children and see them grow up, where as previously they sought only their own self centred pleasures in parties. 

How often have you seen this change in people Christian? Look around your own society and see the numbers of people who having lived profligate lives with many lovers then have a white wedding and make a big deal of it. What does that mean? Deep inside each person is the desire for stability and security and to feel loved and adored. Each person desires to be special to another. Tragedy or simply growing older in some cases, will sometimes bring a person to their senses. God’s call to people is to face the truth before they have endured these losses.

2  In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel. 3  And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem:

Deliverance comes from the Lord and the Lord alone. The new shoot, the sprout from the dead wood of Israel, the branch of God will redeem them. This is the first instance of the Messianic prophecies that will occur in the ministry of Isaiah and the other major prophets over the next two hundred years. There is hope for Israel and there will be final and full deliverance, and it will come from Messiah – The Branch. Refer BTB – THE BRANCH. Psalms 72:16-19, Isaiah 11:1, Jeremiah 23:5-8, 33:15-17, Zechariah 3:8, 4:11-14, John 12:23-26. 

The two Hebrews words used by Isaiah in 11:1, Zemach and Nezer, are used to describe the Lord Jesus Christ, and when combined produce “Nazarene”. This is the reason Matthew says, he was to be called a “Nazarene”. Matthew 2:23.

Messiah will be beautiful and glorious, or an ornament of glory. All will give glory to God then, but there is sadness in this, for they ought to have seen the glory and beauty of the Lord in everything they have observed of God’s revelation. Exodus 28:2, Zechariah 9:16-17, John 1:14, 2 Corinthians 4:5-7, 2 Peter 1:16-18. 

The glory of the Lord is the thing that lifts up our hearts in worship and praise to almighty God. As they praise the Lord for his wonderful character there will flow the blessing of God upon the land again. The only ones who see this blessing are “those who have escaped”. From the earlier message we know that only the ones practicing righteousness have escaped. These are the believers who found God again early in the crisis and so their repentance was blessed of the Lord. Psalms 85:10-13, Luke 21:31-36.   

The survivors or returnees will be called “holy” in that day, and because of the purifying they have endured, they have finally and thoroughly dealt with their sins and their tendency to go off after evil. The result of repentance is blessing that is sustainable. The seriousness of the warning is seen in the final phrase, “written amongst the living”. At the end of the crisis a census is taken, with the names of the survivors recorded; there are few given the numbers living at the time of the invasion. Their rebellion has a terrible price. Only the elect of the Lord will come through this time through the deliverance of the Lord alone. Acts 13:48, Ephesians 1:4-5, Colossians 3:12-17, Hebrews 12:12-15. 

4  When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning.

They have turned away from the spirit of mercy and grace; they have walked away from the immediate demands of holiness and only repented when there was the most serious of crises. The result is that the evil they have done in the piping days of peace must be washed away, for God will have holy service alone. The people and the city itself must be purified of the great evils that have been present for so long. 

The great divide between people is here spelt out; those who have accepted the Lord’s holy demands on them, even if it is late in the day of opportunity, and the second group of those who have rejected the King, and are not written in the book of life. Revelation 20:11-15.

5  And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence.

The last two verses echo back to the days of the tabernacle in the desert, when God’s presence was with the people. Numbers 14:8-19. The Lord will in the end of time be the shield over his people and over the city that bears his name. The temple building will be holy and so will the city itself, because of the presence of God and the presence of the saints of God. The temple will be “all glory” and the city likewise, because the inhabitants of the city are “all holy”. In that day there will be a transformed people and the result will be a transformed city. This is always God’s way for reform to be effective even in our own day; all things begin from within the soul of man and are expressed in obedience through the life of man.

6  And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the day time from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and from rain.

Jerusalem in that day will be like a “booth”; a place of refuge, shelter and protection. Psalms 27:4-6, 61:1-4, 91:1-2, 121:1-8, Matthew 7:24-25. Those who rest in the Lord, rest upon the rock of their salvation; they have safety in time and great pressure. They also have blessing and security for eternity. The booth in the vineyard was also the place the workers went to for shelter from the heat of the sun and the power of the rain. It was the pleasant shelter from the pressures of this life. God intends us to have the “shelter house” of his faith-rest presence and blessing in the midst of the trial and troubles of the working day. Hebrews 4:6-11. We are labourers in his vineyard; we are here to work upon the earth not to rest, but in the midst of the work we can find shelter from the storms of life in his presence.  Matthew 9:37-38,  11:28-30, 1 Corinthians 15:57-58, 2 Corinthians 5:9, 1 Thessalonians 1:3, 1 Timothy 5:17, Revelation 2:3. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
The penalty for disobedience is high; far higher than most want to believe. If we would avoid the discipline of the Lord let us embrace the direction of the Lord! The women of Isaiah’s day saw, too late, that their high society fornication was nothing other than insult to the Lord almighty. Most did survive this time and repented, but they lost their old lives, their wealth, their friends and many their husbands and children. They did not need to suffer so much, and neither do we! Let us repent of any sin and evil that might bring us into judgment and turn to the Lord and follow his Word with focused determination to bring glory to our Saviour God.

2. 
The hope of history is the Lord Jesus Christ; he alone is the branch that comes from the dead stump. He is the one bringing new life and fruitfulness from death and sin. He does this by becoming sin for us and dying for us, thereby defeating both of man’s enemies. He is our hope and our stronghold in times of trouble. We look back to the cross and empty tomb and ahead to the Second Advent and we rejoice in what has been done and what will be done. 

It is in confidence in the plan of God, in which we have such a part, that we can relax under pressure. We can relax in the plan for our life; as his children, of we live we have purpose upon the earth. The only challenge for the child of God is to keep on looking to the one who died for us and is coming again to rule and so see all our trials in terms of his victorious plan. The Shelter house” of his plan will protect us from the burning sun and powerful rains that will be a part of our life.

3. 
Having failed to be purified by the washing of the water of the Word of God, these people are purified by the discipline of God. They see through suffering what they ought to have seen at Bible Class, but they finally do see it and ate transformed by the experience. The Lord wants us transformed by his Word within us, and anything short of that places us under discipline. 

4. 
The presence of the Lord will be with the people after their judgment and they will see his presence, and others will see it with them. We are meant to show the presence of the Lord to all who will see us; shining the light of the Lord in the dark place of this world. We are to demonstrate faith and illustrate holiness. All who see us ought to know we have been with the Lord in fellowship through prayer and the Word this day, and all who see our life ought to reflect upon the meaning of the fruit of the Holy Spirit they see within us.

5. 
The “Shelter House” of the Lord’s presence in pressure is the place we are to live and work from. We are called to work, and the Lord will provide shelter from the storms and pressures of life within his plan for us. Whatever we are called to do we can be sure that he has already provided the resources to fulfil. In all situations we can be “content” for he is with us, his Spirit within us, his purpose before us, and certain victory awaiting us. Do we have that sense of security in the midst of pressure? This is the mental attitude the Lord wants us to have with him.
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GOD:  PLAN OF GOD

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE

ISAIAH CHAPTER 5

1  Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: 2  And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.

The people loved to hear the minstrels singing their love songs. Amos 6:5. It was the pop music of the day and so Isaiah says that he will sing a song for them, but he will sing the truth. He uses words that are reminiscent of the Song of Solomon 5:1-2, 8:11-13. 

Isaiah was a talented singer and has a number of songs or psalms in the book, indicating his readiness to communicate with his people any way he was able to, and his flexibility in his manner of speaking the words of the Lord to his people. This is a good chapter to remind us that a song can achieve as much as a sermon, and may be a better sermon in itself. 

People will often attend to music and remember the words that matter far easier than the points from a message on Sunday service. Do not under rate the importance of a doctrinal hymn or song, for if people walk away humming the correct words of a song they will be changed by it. Songs can be both doctrinal and warnings to people of consequences and as songs their message often slips past people’s defences and they hear the truth before they realise it. Deuteronomy 31:19-22. The song of Moses is recorded in Deuteronomy 32:1-43. He ended his song with the solemn warning of Deuteronomy 32:45-47.

The song he sings covers the first two verses and has a sting in it’s tail. It would have sounded like any song of love and beauty, comparing the lover to the owner of the vineyard and the beloved to the tender vines, and then their passion to the sweet and tender grape, which makes the beautiful full bodied wine of love and satisfaction. 

The twist is the expectation is unfulfilled; the grapes produce wild fruit that will taste awful. Jesus uses this very song to teach in John 15:1-15, and the metaphor of the vineyard is the base for telling his parable in Matthew 21:33-41. The Lord follows Isaiah in foretelling judgment that will certainly come upon those who reject the claims of the “owner” of the vineyard. Matthew 21:42-45.

The owner of the land has had to work hard to prepare for the vineyard. Vines were planted on steep land facing south so that the leaves were exposed to maximum sunlight during the growing season and less prone to frosts in the winter. Steep land could not be ploughed to be prepared for planting so all boulders and stones had to be removed one by one by hand and thrown out of the land or piled up as a wall to mark the boundary. 

Hard work over months was required to plant and prepare the ground for the vines and then tend them to ensure they grew well, and then they were lifted up off the ground to ensure that the “little foxes” didn’t eat the new grapes. Song of Solomon 2:15. Isaiah’s message is that God has taken great care over the preparation of the vineyard of Israel and there is no excuse for the grapes not bearing good fruit, for as the gardener he has done all that he could. 

The gardener has chosen the best possible hill with the best soil, he has fenced the area which will restrict intruders and winds, and removed the stones from the field. Just so had God protected Israel from the enemies of the plan of God, and had ensured the people had the best possible opportunities to serve and glorify his name. Psalms 44:1-3. He selected the best stock for the grapes and planted only the best plants, and then erected a protective tower for defence and accommodation for the workers and guards of the vineyard. Last of all he built a wine press to make the wine from the crop. 

All was ready and no more could be done but to sample the grapes and ensure they were good, but after all the effort they were “wild”. The word means they were sour, offensive tasting and unfit for making good wine. In effect the fruit made the vines fit only for the fire, as there was nothing good in their production and all the work was wasted on these vines, which in horticultural terms now needed to be torn up and replaced with better vines that would yield a good harvest.   

3  And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. 4  What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes?

The Lord’s call to the people is that they might repent of their evil ways and become fruitful in righteousness. Psalm 51:3-4, Jeremiah 2:4-7, Micah 6:1-8, Luke 20:13-18, Romans 2:5-11. God calls on the people of Jerusalem to judge between him and the people of the “vines”. Who is wrong here, the gardener or the vines? What must happen? Surely the gardener is justified in tearing up the vines at least, and possibly the whole vineyard to start again. 

The Israelites who heard this first would have immediately understood the message, for they all knew of such situations where the wine maker and owner of the vineyard would simply, without any ceremony, tear up every vine that did not bear the right sort of fruit and use it for firewood. He would then replant the vines and hope for better next year. 

They knew what this meant for them as a nation. Israel was seen as the Vine of God, and so if they were not fruitful with pleasant wine they would be torn up and cast out, for Moses had warned them exactly of this in Deuteronomy 28 and Leviticus 26. Jeremiah would later warn this way again. Jeremiah 2:29-34.

The question is put in justice and truth; what more could God have done? It is vital that this is put to the people so that none might say that God did not give them opportunity for defence and question of his judgment. Was there anything that God could have done more? The answer was clearly “no”. God had given prophets and teachers and miracles and clear warnings from the days of Moses that disobedience would lead to judgment. God is amazed at the production of the vineyard and so ought the people to be about their behaviours. They have behaved in the opposite way to what would be expected, given what they have received from the Lord. They are without excuse or reason for their evil.

5  And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down: 6  And I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

Judgment is declared over the vineyard. The owner will not tear out the plants, he will remove the protection he had placed around it and let the wild animals to the job for him. Note the stages of discipline or judgment here. First the thorn hedge is removed and then the stone wall comes down. The protection over the people is removed and the winds and enemies can enter the previously protected field. 

Many believers do not realise exactly how strongly the Lord has his wall around them and how well they are protected form evil. Often it is only as we look back that we give thanks for protection from evil in situations that we didn’t even see at the time. God has his hedge around believers and nothing touches us that he does not allow. Psalms 80:1-19, 1 Corinthians 10:13.

Having removed the walls of protection that were around them, the wild plants enter and the wild animals devour the greenery, and the large animals enter and tread down all the plants into the ground. The picture is of total devastation; nothing is left of what the gardener built and planted, and all it resembles now is the wasteland that was there to start with. All that will grow in an untended garden is the weeds, and thorns and briars abound, and then the very rains are withheld so that all that is there is the dry and sharp prickled weeds, with nothing there of any value. 

It is the opposite of the green and lush grape vineyard that was there before; it is fit for nothing except a fire to clear away all the weeds and begin again with the bare scorched earth. Hebrews 6:7-10. They must call for the Lord to deliver them. Psalms 80:7-19. They have complained of the pruning of the Lord yet the alternative is worse!

7  For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry. 8  Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field to field, till there be no place, that they may be placed alone in the midst of the earth!

We are not left guessing as to who the vineyard represents, for it stands for Israel. The men of Judah are the “pleasant plants of the Lord”. The Lord makes very clear that he loves and values the people of the land who have disobeyed him. He also makes clear the sort of fruit he expected from them. He looked for righteous judgment, but instead they practised oppression of their own people. He looked for righteous actions towards all but all he heard was the cry of those they oppressed. Injustice and abuse of others is a high priority of the Lord; he hates abuse of others for the benefit of the abuser. He will judge such people. Proverbs 21:12-17, James 5:1-6. 

This passage begins the six distinct “woes” (verses 8-23) that are pronounced upon the people of God who have wandered away from his path of righteousness. The first “woe” is towards those who buy up other’s land and enlarge their own holdings at the expense of others who they dispossess to achieve their own greedy goals. These people are insatiable, and never will be happy until they are the sole owner of the land they see. 

They cannot stop until they own other people’s lands. They cannot rest and enjoy any land, for their goals is always the next piece to add to their holdings. Ever developing their holdings they never enjoy what they own, and at death their land passes to another. This sin of covetousness is an all consuming one for those who give way to it; there is no end of their lust after other people’s land or goods. Covetousness never says “enough”. Deuteronomy 19:14, 27:17, Nehemiah 5:5, Micah 2:2.     

9  In mine ears said the LORD of hosts, Of a truth many houses shall be desolate, even great and fair, without inhabitant. 10  Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and the seed of an homer shall yield an ephah.

This great evil will not go without notice and the evil ones will not be left with possession of their ill gotten gains. The Lord will judge and they will see that all such grasping is foolishness and emptiness. The Assyrian invasion will show just how temporary the possession of land is. All who have great houses will have to abandon them to the enemy and they will be sacked and looted. There will not be any gain for those who gain extensive amounts of goods unjustly. They will not be able to enjoy them, for their own lust will deny that to them, but also they will lose it all to direct judgment from God. Amos 5:11-14, 6:11, Matthew 23:38.

Not only will there be the invasion of the enemy to take away their goods, but also the very seasonal rains will fail and the crops that produce the “return on investment” from their fields will yield only a fraction of what they expect. They have calculated everything except justice and righteousness! They have had their accountants work out the gains to be made from consolidation of their “assets” and from the seizures of the lands of the weak, but they have not asked the prophet of God. They have read the business manual but not the “owner’s manual”. 

 An ephah was one tenth of a homer. So there is a negative return of only 10% of what is sown! A full 90% of what they sow is lost; for every dollar invested in the work only ten cents are recovered. God’s blessing is shown in the three way equation of blessing; 30 fold, 60 fold or 100 fold. That is, if God is in the movement or activity, then there is a 300%, 600% or 1000% increase on investment. 

This is seen when Peter preaches after ten days of corporate prayer, and the 120 disciples at the time see 3000 people saved, and within days it was 5000 men alone. This is the divine equation of blessing and the sign of the Holy Spirit’s work. The reverse equation indicates judgment. Genesis 26:12, Matthew 13:8-9. We expect little things from God, and it may be that the reason is we are used to the fruits of disobedience! If God blesses he blesses with abundance. Our poverty of spiritual fruit is an indication of our disobedience not God’s reluctance to bless!

11  Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink; that continue until night, till wine inflame them! 12  And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts: but they regard not the work of the LORD, neither consider the operation of his hands.

The second woe is the judgment that comes upon a people when they are devoted to pleasure and escapism. Alcoholism is an indicator of decadence and escapism rather than seeking after reality. Wine is never condemned in scripture, but drinking to excess always is. Strong drink is the alcoholic drinks that go way above the 12% alcohol level of wine and 6% of beer. These “spirits” are designed purely for drunkenness; taste is a minor consideration, for men drink them to get drunk and such behaviour is condemned. Drunkenness is not sickness; it is sin according to scripture! 

We may have the genetic weakness to alcoholism, but that is no excuse, it is a reason for those with that inheritance to avoid all alcohol and do so in fear for their life! Drunkenness is the foolishness of men who forget that they must give accounts to God for their days and their money. Those who waste anything God gives will be held to account for that waste. John Wesley went to a severe level with this, keeping daily accounts until a few days before his death, when he wrote in his diary, “it is enough”. 

We may feel he went too far, but what will the Lord’s account of his life reveal? What will the Lord’s account of our life reveal? We are to walk through this life with thoughtfulness and care that we all too often do not practise. We need to be in fear of God’s judgment more than we are on such matters. We do not have the spirit of fear, for we have the Holy Spirit, but if we walk away from the Spirit into such sins as are here described, then we ought to be very scared! Refer Topic  -  DRINKING, FEAR.  Romans 8:15, 2 Timothy 1:7, 1 John 4:18, cf, 2 Corinthians 5:11, 7:1, Ephesians 5:21, Philippians 2:12, Hebrews 4:1, 12:28, 1 Peter 1:17, 3:15. 

There is nothing wrong with the celebration of the things the Lord has made or done, and there is nothing wrong with the celebration of milestones in lives. We are to be careful here not to go to the old puritan extremes, but we are to avoid the party mentality also. The party mentality referred to in verse twelve is the preoccupation with escapism as a way of living by ignoring God, rather than intelligent and active celebration of what God has done in and through your life. 

The instruments referred to in this verse could all be used in worship and celebration of the Lord’s great works, but here they are used to accompany a drunken party that celebrates only escape from reality in alcoholism and sexual immorality. The indictment is that they use the full orchestra of the day to accompany their alcoholic party rather than use the same instruments to celebrate the glory of God; his character and work. 

Note the second part of verse twelve. They live lives of practical atheism; they claim to believe in God yet in all their actions they ignore his person and work. They do not pay attention to what God is doing in their day, nor do they ask the questions they ought to about his plan and their part in his plan. Psalms 28:5. They ignored the issues of doctrine and so could not discern the signs of their times, nor see the part they were to play. They missed what God had for them! Refer to Topics – on the subjects of MUSIC, PLAN OF GOD. Luke 19:41-44, Romans 13:11-14, 1 Corinthians 6:9-12, Galatians 5:19-25, 1 Thessalonians 5:6-10.

13  Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge: and their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst.

The people who hear these words are not to be in any doubt about the reasons for their calamity. They are going into captivity because of their rebellion and rejection of the Lord and his plan for their lives. Having rejected the blessing of the Lord in accordance with his plan they will now reap the judgment of God in accordance with the principles of the same plan, for God is not mocked. Galatians 6:7. 

It is a dangerous thing to be without knowledge in a situation that requires full knowledge for your survival. How awful are the cries of those who have failed to learn what they ought to have learned, and see that they will die because they do not know what to do in a certain situation. In a battle every soldier needs to know their weapons thoroughly and know their use and all aspects of field repair so that if anything goes wrong they still feel relaxed and ready for the crisis. 

It is thorough practical, hands on knowledge that makes us ready to handle adversity, for we relax mentally in that situation, for within we know what to do. These people have ignored the demands of the prophets to hear the Lord and so when the crisis comes they know they ought to know what to do but cannot remember what was said, for they were distracted at the time. Matthew 23:16-28, Luke 19:44. 

They have all feasted and been full of food but lacking in doctrinal knowledge. The day has arrived when they will be hungry for food because of their lack of knowledge to see what to do in accordance with God’s Word. They have been well drunken, but the day has arrived when they will be thirsty for water because they failed to hear the Word of God and change their lives into obedience to the plan of God. 

Escapism works while things are fine, because in prosperity there is plenty to lose yourself in. Hunger and thirst stop all escapism, for the gnawing of the body within hinders the mind’s escape! Isaiah identifies that both the wealthy and noble born will be affected by this, as will the general population, for all classes of society have been foolish in this manner; only the cost of their alcoholism has differed!

14  Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it.

Poetically Isaiah pictures the very gates of Sheol/Hades opening wide to take the vast numbers that will die in this time of invasion by Assyria. Great and terrible judgment is upon them because they did not see the path that they were meant to walk. They will all die because of their ignoring of the warnings of the prophets and will all fall into death’s waiting arms to await their final judgment. Their time upon the earth will run out in a moment. 

This picture is meant to frighten and shock, but on reflection the people will see that the warning is real, for the reality of death is a bow shot or sword thrust away! They believed that their power, their numbers of soldiers, their glory and their wealth would secure their safety, but they were wrong. They went into deception singing and rejoicing, for they were sincere in their false beliefs; they were sincerely and fatally wrong! Psalms 49:12-15, Proverbs 27:20, Ezekiel 32:18-32, Matthew 7:13-20. Refer to Topics – doctrinal studies on DEATH, and HELL AND HADES.

15  And the mean man shall be brought down, and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled: 16  But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness. 17  Then shall the lambs feed after their manner, and the waste places of the fat ones shall strangers eat.

It does not matter what the status of the men, for they will all fall. All our assessments are relative, only God’s assessment matters, for his plan alone will work out in this world. Man is either on the Lord’s side or on the losing side. The mighty men of battle, with their bravery medals upon their chests will all be brought down and will bow before their conquerors, and those who always met the gaze of every one they met, they will lower their eyes in humility and defeat. The people who trusted in their own strength are all forced by the circumstances they didn’t see coming, to bow before their fate. 

What they all now see is that the Lord is exulted; his name is lifted up, as they now sing to him their song of praise and make their prayer for deliverance. Psalms 119 would be written by the captives as they wind their way to Babylon a hundred years after Isaiah said these words. The people will finally acknowledge their sinful life style and repent of the evil they did and thought. They will see that all their pomp and ceremony was simply cant and nonsense. The people will then see that the Lord God was right and just in his dealings with them and they will acknowledge his actions as correct. They will have faced their sin and their evil.  Jeremiah 5:3-9, James 1:9-11, 1 Peter 1:16, 2:15. 

The great flocks that these wealthy men have established will be eaten by others and the few survivors will go wild and live amongst the ruins of their estates and the wandering peoples of the land will eat from the food that will grow wild there, and the animals that graze there. 

18  Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope: 19  That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that we may see it: and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it!

The third woe is now spelt out. The first was rampant capitalism and monopolist greed, fuelled by a spirit of covetousness. The second was escapist behaviours fuelled by alcoholism and the desire to party, thereby trying to escape the realities of the claims of God upon the lives of the people involved. The third woe relates to the pride and arrogance of the people who mock the prophet and Word of God, mockingly inviting the Lord to act, so that they may have evidence that he does act in history. They have no fear of the Lord, for they are so impressed with themselves. 

Pride was Satan’s great evil and all who follow him today share in this evil of self centeredness. The image used by the prophet is that of a rope that pulls a cart; pride being compared to a rope that pulls a large weight from a distance. They are bound to the consequences of their sin and evil as securely as the oxen are bound to the cart no matter how far behind the oxen the cart is. The weight of the cart will bring them down to death, and they are too foolish in their pride to see that they have been bound to a thing that will weigh them down so they cannot escape their fate. 

They are arrogant in their attitude towards the righteous judgment of God. They mockingly invite God to act so that they might see his works and identify his actions. They indicate by such sayings that they do not expect the Lord to act, nor do they believe that he has acted in the past, for they believe that, “man is the master of his own destiny”. As we read these words we are reminded of the words of those who stood by the Cross and mocked the Lord hanging there.  Matthew 6:23, 27:39-43, also refer, 2 Peter 3:3-7.

20  Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!

The fourth woe refers to moral and cultural relativism, but goes even beyond this to those who deliberately lie about truth and mislead others about the truth. These are the people who argue that black is white, good is evil and evil is actually alright in certain circumstances. Their standards are relativistic and their beliefs false and they argue for them so that others are misled. These are evil men and women who delight in shifting the moral goal posts to make ship wreck of others lives in order that they might not be isolated themselves in their sins and evil. 

“Misery loves company”, the old saying records, and it does so correctly. Evil people love to have many around them all doing the same things for then they do not feel that the Lord will judge them because to many are doing the evil thing and they think that God wont deal with such a large number. They also fool themselves into thinking that morality is approved by majority vote and that what was wrong a generation ago is alright now! Such arguments abound in today’s world and they are all answered in these woes. God’s holy standards do not change, the moral goal posts for man do not shift! Those who think they can call evil good are in for a surprise. Luke 11:34-36, 16:15, 2 Timothy 3:1-5, 2 Peter 2:1, 18.

21  Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!

The fifth woe is another version of pride that does not affect morality alone, but influences the way people use their minds and their estimation of their own opinions. Isaiah has already, in an earlier chapter identified that a judgment of God is seen when fools and incompetents rule. Isaiah 3:1-5. He now explains how it is that men become so self deluded as to think their opinions are wise when they are so foolish. True wisdom begins in recognition of man’s status as a creature and starts with worship of the Lord God as creator and ruler of all. Wisdom begins by recognition of man’s place in the world, and all philosophy that does not recognize that falls over before it rises up! Proverbs 1:7, 26:12, 1 Corinthians 3:18-20.

22  Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink: 23  Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him!

This is the second reference to the alcohol problem of these people, and refers directly to those who believe they are “big men” through their drinking. These men are not just drinkers but they are judges and their drinking is affecting their judgments. They are “mighty” in their own eyes, really impressed with their status as judges, but their minds are addled by drink and they are corrupt because of it. Proverbs 23:17-21.

They are “heroes” in drinking contests but not heroic at all in their work, for they will take bribes to let off the guilty and punish the innocent; they have no care over what is right, only what they wish to do to keep in with their friends. They drink the choice of the heavy drinker; the mixed wine, made of date wine and cider from apples. Very high in alcohol it was designed to get people drunk quickly and contests were held to see who could drink most and still remain standing up! Such things still occur in armies and law schools but men are expected to grow up. These men haven’t, and they are evil; as a result the innocent suffer for their alcoholism. Alcoholism always causes the innocent to suffer. God hates it! Micah 3:11-12.

Notice what they will do to ensure their alcoholic life style continues. They declare the evil men righteous, acquitting the guilty because they have been bribed to do so, and then they will declare the innocent guilty because they have not received the bribe they desired. Paul faced this before the corrupt Roman Governors of Judea; each one waiting for a bribe to set him free. Acts 24:26. Paul must have been tempted to fund raise, and may have received offers from some to do so, but he looked steadfastly at what the Lord was doing through his unjust imprisonment and sought the will of God through it, not being prepared to waste the Lord’s money to bribe his way to justice.

24  Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the law of the LORD of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. 25  Therefore is the anger of the LORD kindled against his people, and he hath stretched forth his hand against them, and hath smitten them: and the hills did tremble, and their carcases were torn in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.

Whenever we strike a “therefore” in the text we ought always to ask what it is there for. Isaiah is making it clear that the reason for judgment is the behaviour of these evil men. The judgment will be severe and sudden and thorough; none of them will escape. The flame of judgment will “lick up” all that is left of these people’s lives, their wealth and their families; they will burn up like dry stubble leaving nothing that isn’t blown with the wind away. Isaiah then describes a fire in a hay stack, as the straw collapses in upon itself and the flowers, now embers blow away in the wind. 

Why does all this happen? They have despised the Lord and his law. They believed they knew better than the word of God. The total rejection of the Lord’s Word is the outrage that is now being judged. God has held back but the days of mercy and grace are over, for these evil men have used them to further abuse the innocent.

Judgment with the Lord is personal. Deuteronomy 31:17-18, 32:19-22. He personally deals with those of his saints who are in sin and are determined to stay in their sin. The bodies of the fallen are like the sweepings in the streets there are so many of them. They die where they stand, yet the Lord’s anger is kindled against them for all they have done and he does not stop with a few reverses and massacres, for they have sinned and rebelled for years and hurt so many that all those responsible must now face the truth and pay the price. The mountains tremble with the marching feet of armies, and the arm of the Lord will not lift in judgment until they repent totally. 2 Chronicles 28:5-6.

26  And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, and will hiss unto them from the end of the earth: and, behold, they shall come with speed swiftly: 27  None shall be weary nor stumble among them; none shall slumber nor sleep; neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed, nor the latchet of their shoes be broken:

The best judgment is that of the Lord directly administered, but the nation has been in rebellion too long for that, and has rejected the Lord’s overtures. The only alternative now is for the enemies of Israel to gather and the Lord will whistle/hiss for them, and they will come like a swarm of bees. They will come from far away; even from the end of the earth itself. Isaiah makes the point that there is no escape for these rebels, even if they ran to the end of the earth, for that is where their discipline is coming from. 

All the things that will slow a person down as they walk are now mentioned. Nothing “accidental” or opportunistic will occur to stop the armies of the enemy from approaching them and doing their worst amongst them. Many will cling to the hope that, “it wont happen here”, or “things will work out”. Man delights in self deception when in disobedience, but all their false hopes will be dashed, for they have fallen out with the almighty, not the local despot! They are on the wrong side of history and only repentance will get them onto the right side again. Psalms 18:30-34, 45:5-7, 93:1-5, Ephesians 6:10-18. Unless the Lord saves them they are not going to be saved, for what the Lord has let loose upon them only he can stop.  Amos 8:9-14.

28  Whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent, their horses' hoofs shall be counted like flint, and their wheels like a whirlwind: 29  Their roaring shall be like a lion, they shall roar like young lions: yea, they shall roar, and lay hold of the prey, and shall carry it away safe, and none shall deliver it. 30  And in that day they shall roar against them like the roaring of the sea: and if one look unto the land, behold darkness and sorrow, and the light is darkened in the heavens thereof.

The army’s weapons and attitude is now described. They have the best equipment and the toughest of all mental attitudes. Their arrows are sharp and well made for clean and accurate flight over long distances, fired from strong and well strung bows. Their horses are war horses, all well shod with iron and they rush into battle unafraid, with sparks flying from the flint under their hooves. The chariots, the tanks of the ancient world are well driven and strike like a whirl wind through the ranks of the enemy army, scattering broken men in all directions. 

Their mental attitude is as tough as a she lion. They act like the lion, without the histrionic shouting and yelling of amateur soldiers in battle, but with a low roar. They seize their opponents, kill them and take them out of the action so quickly and efficiently that if you blink you miss it. They show no more mercy to their enemy than the lioness does to her kill.  

Verse 30 is a sober and interesting one with it’s mixture of images of judgment and hope. The enemy will roar on mass and sweep over their defences like the waves of the sea over the sand castles of children. All there is to see is the darkness of tribulation and the light of the fires of judgment. The very sun is darkened by the fires, but there will be light after the darkness, just as the day follows the night. The people’s repentance will open the door for deliverance. 

Great privilege incurs great responsibilities, and if the works of God are mocked or ignored there is only the darkness of judgment that will come upon them. This is the sad message of Isaiah; the more we receive the more the Lord expects from us. There is no escape from judgment if we ignore Him. Hebrews 2:3.  

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
How well do we communicate truth to the people of the Lord? Using the best songs and the best literature and the best preaching is all equally important. Catchy lyrics are useful to arrest people’s attention and communicate truth, but music simply for escapism will lead to destruction of the tranquilized nation that loses themselves in it.

2. 
We are reminded of John 15 as we read through the early verses of this chapter. The Lord has spent great effort on them, but they are unfruitful and so will be judged. We are reminded of the serious consequences of unfruitfulness in our own lives. We are to be people of faith, love, joy, peace, patience, and long suffering under pressure. How well do we manifest the fruits of the Spirit? How fruitful are we in the lives of others? Do we bring refreshment? Do we bring hope and faith, or frustration and despair? What do we produce for the Lord with the time and spiritual resources we have?

3. 
We are the pleasant plants of the Lord, and he loves us, and seeks our blessing. We are in the vine of God to be a blessing and be blessed, but if we choose to be unfruitful then we select his pruning rather than his blessing. If we persist we select his judgment and early death rather than blessed life. We choose our path! We cannot choose our fate, for the path has a fate built into it!

4. 
The six “woes” are sobering reading are they not? The Lord hates these things and yet our modern society encourages so many of them. Men are celebrated in business for out playing their own partners! Others are feted for taking over other people’s lands and businesses and casting them out on their ear. The Biblical teaching is clear on such matters. The evil men who think they have gained greatly will lose all they have gained, either before death or at death, for no man enters heaven rich in the things of earth. All men die as paupers. To gain the whole world and lose your immortal soul is a bad deal!

5. 
Alcoholism is condemned twice in these woes, for both it’s personal and moral impact, and it’s governmental effect through the corruption that goes with all pleasure centred rulership. Alcoholic drinks are not condemned as such, for the wine of joy and gladness was a part of all celebratory dinners. What is condemned throughout scripture is drinking to escape the realities of sin and bad choices. What is condemned is the life style choice to live for temporary pleasure rather than permanent joy in the Lord’s will for the life. Isaiah and the Lord’s challenge is to lift our life sights to eternal reality rather than simply the assessments of time.

6. 
Ignorance of the truth is condemned thoroughly. To fail to recognize the truth is to die in foolishness and despair. There are no greater screams of despair than those uttered by people who know they would not be suffering so had they paid attention to things they ought to have learned and fully known. Let us learn all we need to survive in the midst of the battles in the devil’s world.

7. 
How foolish some people are in believing that morality is determined by majority vote. The people of Isaiah’s day, like our own can think that if enough of them do something then they are safe, for the Lord will not condemn the majority, for surely he will listen to their legitimate opinions! When it is said like this most see the foolishness of such a viewpoint, yet so many still live foolishly, believing they will be OK in the end; that God can be “got around” somehow. Do not let anyone suffer under this illusion! Correct yourself and others on these matters.

8. 
We are creatures of an almighty creator God. The correct starting point for all speculation about life is in this statement. When men forget they are creatures they leave reality for fantasy, and leave the path of God for the broad way that leads to their destruction. God hates pride because it leads to all sorts of evils. Pride and arrogance lift men up to the point where they ignore truth and spread lies, where they ignore everything except meeting their own ends. Check yourself out on these points for the Lord’s judgment upon such things is very personal, and is totally thorough. The Lord will not stop until he has purged all the evil out of the people who are called by his name.
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ISAIAH CHAPTER 6

Isaiah’s call to ministry and his vision of the Lord’s lasting majesty in spite of the deaths of temporary earthly kings.

1  In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the LORD sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.

We have a very clear date for this vision. It occurs in the year of King Uzziah’s death 758-9 BC. As the once great and powerful king weakens and dies many will be concerned about the nation and it’s strength, but Isaiah is challenged by the Lord to lift his eyes to the heavens and see that the king who matters is still sitting on the throne. The earthly and actually weak king has died of the leprosy with which he was judged by God, 2 Chronicles 26:21, but the one who judged him remains the king of kings and lord of all lords and rules over all the universe and history. 
This had been a great king and he had built up military power to a high level and Judah prospered, but to the north the Assyrians were building real and overwhelming strength.  It is within a year or two of this date that far to the West the city of Rome was founded and begins it’s rise to power, and that the Greek States that would produce Alexander the Great were moving towards their age of expansion. The glory of Israel is passing, and the last great king has died, and the Gentile power that will finally destroy them has been born, but through all these things God remains sovereign on the throne of heaven. 

We are not to be distracted by the power plays of great men or nations for the Lord alone sits on the throne of heaven and he alone rules the heavens and the earth. Isaiah sees the same sort of vision of the holy glory of God as Moses did, as he records in Exodus 24:10, as Micaiah, 1 Kings 21:19, and as Amos had, 9:1. The glory of the Lord is in view, with the signs of his kingly glory filling his temple. It is a settled picture of powerful presence, at rest yet ready for instant action in the affairs of man. The Lord Almighty rules! 

2  Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.

The creatures described here have no precedents. They are unique creatures seen by Isaiah, with six wings they hover and act in a manner that draws attention to the attributes of almighty God, emphasizing his almighty power and holiness. These creatures are a warning not to get relaxed or chummy with God, for he is holy and well above the things of man. He is God! They have similarities with the Cherubim of Ezekiel 1:5-11, and the “Living creatures” of Revelation 4:7-8, but they are different to both. 

With two wings they covered their face. This was a sign of standing before a holy God and feeling the holiness and awesomeness of God, and not looking into his face. The covering of the feet was a sign of humility in service; the feet being the dirty part of a man who walked the streets of the land. They cover their feet, as was common in the east for all visiting a king, as a sign of humble service and readiness to walk the land again. In this case they do not need to walk, for with the third pair of wings they hover and are able to fly where they wish. There is an order and hierarchy in the angelic host and Isaiah is here seeing one of the orders of angels who serve the Lord. Refer Topic - ANGELS.

3  And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.

They worship the Lord by acknowledging who he is and how holy he is. Psalms 24:7-10, Revelation 4:6-11, 15:3-4. Their song is the song of worship of the saints that John sees in heaven in his vision in Revelation. God alone is the holy one of the universe, as it’s Creator, Saviour, and finally it’s judge and destroyer. He made it, and he will judge it, and he will replace it. Psalms 19:1-3, 57:11, 72:18-19, Zechariah 14:9, 2 Peter 3:10-13.  Remember the plan to replace the present space-time universe is already in place in the mind of God.  Revelation 21-22.
4  And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

There is an immediate physical response to the praise of the angelic host. The entire house is moved on it’s foundations, which are shaken as by a great earthquake. The parts referred to are the posts and lintels holding up the doors of the Temple; literally the foundations of the thresh hold of the building. So each time the angelic host sings the praises of God the place on the porch of the temple where Isaiah stands is shaken to it’s foundations, and he sees the doorway shake, yet not be damaged by this. Revelation 11:19. 

Then what could be the smoke of God’s presence fills the place. This symbol of the presence of God is seen at Sinai, Exodus 19:18-19, over the tabernacle in the desert, Exodus 40:34-38, and at the opening of the Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem, 1 Kings 8:10-12, 2 Chronicles 5:13-6:13. This is referred to again in Revelation 15:8 as being smoke of the presence of the Lord. The smoke of the presence in the tabernacle and temple were signs of God’s presence, which was physically unseen, yet here Isaiah has seen the Lord on his throne, so hiding his presence within the smoke would appear to be unnecessary, although may be the reminder to Isaiah, and ourselves, of the mystery and unknowability of the creator. The smoke may also be a reminder of prayer and it’s answer, as this relates to the altar of incense that may be the actual source of this specific smoke. 

Isaiah’s vision is not a “face to face” meeting with God, for he sees from a distance; he is in the porch and God is in his temple partly hidden by the angelic hosts and now the smoke. Some commentators believe that the smoke here may relate more to the seraphim than to the presence of God, although in the context of later verses (Verses 6-7) the smoke appears to come from the altar of incense, that speaks of the prayers of man and the answering forgiveness of God. 

The letters that were used to write the word seraph is made of the three Hebrew letters S, R, PH. The meaning appears to be, “to burn up, to be on fire”. The name therefore could be translated, “fiery creatures”, or bright, shining, fiery ones. Some believe the smoke of the presence may come from the seraphim whose job is to hide the full glory of God from men, or shield man from the power of the glory, lest the man involved be burnt up by the glory that flashes out from the throne of the Most High God. 

5  Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.

Isaiah clearly believes he has seen the glory of God, and even though it is from a distance and indistinct, that he is in grave danger having “seen God”. He knows the Mosaic Law, and the experience and words of Moses and others who have faced this, and uses the very words of Moses here. Exodus 33:12-23, Judges 6:22-23, 13:21-23, Job 42:5-6. In his own and later days the same experience of awesomeness with total humility, is evident in those who catch a glimpse of the Lord God, or even an angelic creature; Daniel 10:4-14, Habakkuk 3:16-19, Luke 5:8-9, Revelation 1:13-18. What a contrast is here between the true and the false. Many claim to have seen visions today, yet few in the scriptures do. The few real prophets in the scriptures, who genuinely see visions, are mostly over whelmed by them, where as the fake prophets of our own day boast and preach of them often without the awe struck humility we see in these passages. 

Let us be discerning of truth in this matter. Those who have had a glimpse of God are changed forever by it, and their humility and self abasement is the sign of their encounter with the almighty. The true sign of being with God is the sign of humility of spirit and awareness of sinfulness. Conviction is the first work of the Holy Spirit, and it will lead to the person involved doing business with their God regarding sinfulness in their life. Exodus 3:6, 4:10, Matthew 12:34-37, Luke 5:8, John 16:8-11, 1 Corinthians 2:12-16, Hebrews 12:5, 1 John 1:9.

Isaiah is convicted of verbal sins; of things he has said that are unholy, that his very lips are impure, so that he is unable to join in the praise of God with the seraphim. Moses expressed this in Exodus 4:10. James also refers to the verbal and mental attitude sins that make us impure before the Lord, but he also identifies that the Holy Spirit can produce the purifying from sin and replace the evil with the fruit of the Spirit. James 3:2-18. 

Isaiah sees that not only he is sin filled but that he lives with people who are likewise overwhelmed by their sins. He realizes, in contrast to the people around him, that the numbers of people involved do not give protection from the judgment of God, they simply mean all are condemned and all need the Lord’s deliverance. Isaiah sees and feels the holy righteousness of God. 

We too need a glimpse of this reality to understand why we must be so vigilant regarding the work of our Old Sin Nature, for all sin violates the holy demands of our Saviour God, and while we stand, through the blood of Christ forgiven, we are to stand in humility and vigilance in our battle, through the Holy Spirit’s power within, against the tendency to sin.

6  Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: 7  And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.

Isaiah has confronted his sinfulness and bowed before the presence of his holy God, and so the Lord sends a seraph to purify him by a coal of fire from the altar of incense. All sinful uncleanness is burned away by this yet the prophet does not refer to any pain from such an act, which in the human realm we would expect. The angelic hosts of God serve Him and also minister to ourselves. Refer Topics – Angels. Purification by fires of coals from the altar were also seen by Ezekiel, Ezekiel 10:1-8, and by John, Revelation 8:3-5. Fire stands for judgment, but also for purity, and it is purity in our lives that God demands from us all. “Be holy”; set apart for his service, pure for his use, says the Lord! Ephesians 1:4, 1 Peter 1:15-16, Jude 20, Revelation 20:6.

8  Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me. 
Once he is declared pure from sin, forgiven by God, then he may hear the words from the Lord. We need to remember that if we regard iniquity in our hearts the Lord cannot hear us! Psalms 66:18. Unless we deal with sin we are outside the channel of communication between God and saved mankind. Refer BTB – CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS. 

The words from the Lord are words of calling and words that demand a choice on Isaiah’s part. All saints of the Lord are in this place at some point in their lives. We come to the place where the Lord asks us to do his work and seeks our free will response. Like Isaiah we are invited to join his work and share both his pain and his victory. Matthew 20:20-28, 23:8-13. Servant leadership is the Lord’s standard and the Lord’s way. We are called to answer his request and to do so with full knowledge of what his call involves. Look at Paul’s call and see the similarity to these words. Acts 26:12-18. The Lord calls us to active service, and does not promise that we will be treated any better than he was. Matthew 24:9, Mark 13:13, Luke 21:17, John 15:18. 

9  And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 10  Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.

Divine Fore-knowledge, Justice and Grace provision are all here in view. God will provide everything that the people need to be saved, but they will still refuse to respond to the message of salvation. God knows the beginning and the end and the plan is secure, yet within it the people have free will to respond. This is too hard for us to comprehend, and down through the centuries men’s philosophies have grappled with this truth. 

How can the foreknowledge of God allow man any bone fide free will? How is it that the certainty of the plan’s outcome does not produce divine determinism? This was the philosophical outcome of Augustine’s theology, Islam’s view (“Insalah” – “God will’s it – It is written”), Calvinism, and other forms of deterministic theologies. There is certainty in the plan’s working out; which flows logically from the sovereignty of God, who is outside of his creation, and is the creator of the universe, and of the very categories of space and time. 

The biblical revelation is also very clear; that man is a free agent within the plan and is held responsible for individual choices in their brief time on this planet. The entire creation is the result of the “Divine Decrees” and is a working out of the very issue of free will response to the legitimate demands of a holy God. Refer to Topics for the two studies, GOD – PLAN OF GOD, and, GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD.

As creatures of space and time we cannot even have a thought that isn’t limited by these two categories of thinking; as one philosopher put it, they are “the bounds of sense” for us. This side of eternity we can “sort of” understand the concept that there is a plan, and that the plan can be certain in it’s outcome, for the one who is beyond time and can see the end from the beginning. We can also “sort of grasp” the concept of eternity, even though when speaking of it we run out of words very quickly, for our minds are limited to spatial and temporal concepts. 

We have in this confrontation with our logical limits the fact that we need to approach this subject intelligently. We can understand enough to know that these things exist and are real, for we can glimpse some aspects of them, but we can see after a few moments thought, that our mind is starting to unravel within, once we try to understand them fully, for we cannot. 

We confront our limits as creatures here and the next decision we make illustrates our own fate. Those who humbly bow before their creator at this point and, in faith, accept his revelation of truth, on the basis of what they can understand, are able to live in this revelation and have a sense of hope and focus forward in their lives. They accept their nature as creatures, identify that even within these limits there are glimpses of realities beyond, and can accept these as grounds for faith in what the Lord Jesus Christ reveals. 

Those who demand to know fully more than man can know, this side of eternity, are left with the “contradictions” of theology. The person who, in humility walks the path of faith, sees mysteries and accepts the glimpses of the greater reality, whereas the person who demands certainties where there can be none, is left with questions and apparent contradictions. This is what is referred to in this verse; the choice of each person, to walk by faith in what is glimpsed, but cannot be seen fully, or to reject this, and cling only to the temporal realities and mock the revelation of the Lord’s truth. 

Moses faced this challenge and saw the entire Exodus generation, with two exceptions walk away from acceptance of God’s way. Exodus 32:1-14. Stephen comments on the history of Israel as the history of God’s challenge to see things his way and the people’s rejection of all such revelation. Acts 7:51-60. Jesus also refers to the rejection of the people, quoting this very passage of Isaiah. Matthew 13:11-17. He then tells the parable of the sower and the seed, to illustrate this truth, Matthew 13:18-23. Paul reflects also upon the sadness of the rejection of Israel in his own day and ministry. Acts 28:25-29, Romans 9-11.  It is in these two chapters of Romans that Paul sees, as Isaiah had done, that a remnant will be saved, even though the majority fail and fall.  

Notice the words that the Lord uses to Isaiah. The people of Israel are referred to as “this people”, no longer “my people”. They have rebelled and there is judgment in the message now, but still the grace and merciful appeal, for they still can be saved, but only if they will repent. Even though many have already fatally rejected the very thought that God’s man has truth for them, the truth is still to be given, even if it is simply so that they cannot say they have not heard it. 

We are challenged here as believers and as pastors, not to look at the results of our preaching in terms of responses in time alone. The Lord’s purposes in giving truth to mankind are not only measured in terms of positive responses, there is also purpose in preaching, even if there is rejection. The Lord does not desire any to perish, and he will not have any raise any objection to their judgment at the end. All the books will be opened then. Man is left without excuse for rejection. John 3:15-16, 1 Corinthians 1:18, 2 Corinthians 2:15, 2 Peter 3:9, Revelation 20:11-15.

Isaiah is to preach the truth with all the clarity and care he can muster. He is to proclaim the Lord’s policy with focused determination to communicate all things to them, but he is not to concern himself with their response. It will be as if they are hard of hearing, dull of understanding, and incapable of comprehension. There is no excuse for them, for the ministries of the Holy Spirit will always work in the life of the hearer, if the Lord’s truth is proclaimed. John 14:16-24, 15:22-26, 16:7-15. Refer Topics for the doctrinal study on THE HOLY SPIRIT – MINISTRIES.

 Hardening of the heart only occurs when people “will not” hear! Jesus expressed this truth as he reflected and mourned over the rejection of the majority of the inhabitants of Jerusalem. Matthew 23:37-39. The concept of hardening involves volition on the part of the person hardened; they do it to themselves, it is not the work of God upon them. They make choices which have inevitable results in their hearts and minds. 

In verse ten the results of rejection of God’s revelation are spelled out. Firstly the heart becomes “fat”. Fatness is the result of over eating and under exercise, no matter what men may call it by way of excusing themselves. To become “fat of heart”, means to add layers of fat to the soul so that you no longer feel the things you ought to feel. Psalms 17:10. You insulate yourself by adding the layer of fat.  All sorts of things are used by men to insulate themselves against the truth of the Word of God. They are responsible for their choices in these matters. Each of us have different things that will insulate us from reality, and each of us make reject such self deception. See Topic relating to hardness of heart under the topic – CONSCIENCE.

The second phrase used here is, they make their “ears heavy”. Once again “they make” this change in their life; personal responsibility for this is clearly taught by God through his prophet here. Jeremiah 6:10, Zechariah 7:11-14. This means to make the hearing difficult by failing to pay attention; to be “dull of hearing”, to let the ears close in tiredness, inattention or boredom with the things being taught. 

The third concept that covers their rejection is they “shut their eyes”. As people drift off in their attention the eyes close and they fall asleep completely.  The Hebrew word used refers to the secretion from the eyes that causes the eyelids to adhere together in sleep. We refer to it when we wake up, when we “rub the sleep from our eyes”. These people literally put themselves to sleep rather than confront the truth. Even if we are tired, if we are hearing the truth, we will fight the tendency to sleep in order that we might hear the words of the preacher. 

These people do not fight sleep, for they do not value the words of the Lord enough, and so they allow themselves to succumb to sleepiness and so miss the meaning of the words, and fail to do what the Lord requires of them. They sleep as judgment comes upon them; too tired to face reality. Even though this is the settled state of the majority in the nation, Isaiah is still to preach the truth, for some may yet be saved and delivered from the wrath to come. The Lord is still there as the one to heal them, but they must break through their inertia and respond to the truth while there is time. The people are placed under this judgment, but in effect they have placed themselves there and the Lord simply recognizes that fact; they may still be healed, and in each generation, praise the mercy and grace of God, some are! Acts 3:17-26, 2 Corinthians 2:14-16, 2 Peter 2:9.

11  Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate, 12  And the LORD have removed men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land. 13  But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the substance thereof.

Isaiah asks the question that many ministers ask when facing years of struggles preaching to those who don’t want the truth. “How long?”  How long will they persist in hardening their hearts? How long will he be able to hang in there, and keep preaching to them with no response other than insult? The question asks the Lord for a serious answer, and a very sad one is given. 

There will be total destruction of the nation and few will respond to the truth and recover. Not even a tenth of the population will survive; only a stump will be left of the people. This occurred when the Assyrian Army entered the land and conquered all the cities except Jerusalem, and it was there, and there alone, that the people repented and the nation was delivered by a miracle of the Lord. 

The hope for Israel is that, like the two trees mentioned there will be some life left in the stump and the tree will grow again from that place and they will become a nation again. Job 14:7-9, Malachi 2:14-17, Romans 9:1-5. The remnant of believers from the Northern Kingdom, and the remnant of believers from the Southern Kingdom will be under the ministry of Isaiah within the walls of the city for the year of the siege and they will repent and be delivered. Ezekiel 5:12, Micah 3:12, Zechariah 13:8-9, John 15:2-12, Romans 11:1-5, 16-27.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Isaiah’s vision reminds us that we are not to trust in the power and influence of men upon the thrones of this world to achieve anything lasting, or anything of spiritual significance. Political power is not a bone fide form of evangelism in this age of history. We are to stand for truth, but not seek to impose truth on unwilling pagans; our task is to proclaim the King’s policy as his ambassadors, and as ambassadors of the kingdom of heaven we are not to seek political power in the kingdoms of earth. Refer to Topics for the doctrinal study – AMBASSADORSHIP. Let us do our work, not the enemy’s work! He has his power now, we have our role in his world, and that is to be like Isaiah, a faithful minister of truth, turning the Lords light on in a dark place.

2. 
When we confront the mystery of the boundaries of space and time we confront strange and difficult things. The Seraphim here are truly strange, but they are described as realities by Isaiah and are to be taken as such. They are just one category of the Angelic Host, and we are to learn about them and from their work, for they serve the Lord and us. We are to learn from them proper praise of God, and appropriate respect and awe towards God. 

3. 
The difficult thing we confront in this vision is the very boundary of our own thinking. We cannot even have a thought that isn’t limited by space and time, and yet as servants of the Lord we are confronted with the reality of heaven, judgment, the Plan of God and our future place in eternity. We confront the “bounds of sense” at this place and must openly confess the same, yet still move forward in faith. 

We can rest in our faith upon the realities we can know, and these centre in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is why the incarnation is so important, for only as the creator steps into time can be find the words to speak of God in a way we can understand. The unique message of Christianity is that this is the visited planet, and the creator not only visited, he stayed, worked, and paid the penalty for man’s sin, and he defeated man’s enemies, Satan and death itself. This is the gospel message, the good news for man, and it is our job to make this clear to all.

4. 
Isaiah confronts his sinfulness here and deals with it before God, as we must on a daily basis also. He needed the purifying work of the fire of God, and we have access to that same work, for as a result of the cross and resurrection free salvation and forgiveness is available for all. Let us preach this aspect of the good news also and let us apply it within our own hearts by the regular use of 1 John 1:9.

5. 
There are none so blind as those who will not see! This saying is spelt out large here. The people have deliberately hidden themselves from the truth and they will be judged for it. Isaiah’s job is to keep on preaching the truth so that all are without excuse for their foolishness. Our role may be as sobering and sad as Isaiah’s role was to his generation. We may be called to be the last word to our church, community, or our nation. We are to focus on the Lord and be obedient to his command in this matter without complaint. We are called to play our part, not to serve in other men’s shoes! Let us relax in the plan of God for our life and serve in the power of the Holy Spirit, looking to him alone for necessary strength.
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ISAIAH CHAPTER 7

1  And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up toward Jerusalem to war against it, but

 could not prevail against it. 2  And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind.

We are immediately introduced to a time specific event in the life of Isaiah and the history of the nation itself; the so called “Syro-Ephraimite War”. The date is specific, it is very early in the reign of Ahaz, an evil and pagan King over Judah, and during the first of several invasions before the Assyrians arrived on the scene to eliminate all the power players. This first invasion is serious for Judah because the Northern Kingdom is backed also by the presence of the Syrians and they are successful in besieging Jerusalem and forcing Ahaz to stay within it’s walls. 

The year is 728 or 727 BC, just after Ahaz has come to the throne. The story of the invasion is recorded in 2 Kings 16, and 2 Chronicles 28. The objective of the two kings is to destroy the nationhood of Judah and remove the last of David’s line from the throne. Such a plan betrays it’s satanic origin, and the fact that God will oppose them in all ways. The attackers of the southern kingdom are on the wrong side of history but Ahaz is vulnerable because of his own evil life.

God is not without witness even in the northern kingdom and the prophet Oded there preaches against the vile treatment given to their cousins in the nation, 2 Chronicles 28:8-12. King Pekah (the son of Remaliah) wreaks havoc on the south and kills over 120,000 people in one day! 2 Chronicles 28:5-6, but the captives are returned to the south. Taking advantage of the battles the Edomites attacked Judah from the south and captured territory from them also, as did the Greek Sea peoples, the Philistines. 2 Kings 16:6, 2 Chronicles 28:17-20. 

Ahaz, who had rejected the Mosaic faith, asked the King of Assyria for help; a thing forbidden by God. The people of God were to depend upon him alone, and not to ask for help from any pagans. Ahaz also departed from genuine worship and led the people into a compromise form of worship, involving foreign altars and fertility cults.  Remember, RELIGION is Satan’s main tool to deceive and destroy mankind.  God requires relationship based upon genuine spiritual fruitfulness, but Satan just wants attractive window dressing.
Ahaz was very religious, and he “worshipped” often, it’s just that he worshipped with all the pomp and ceremony of paganism, and the immorality of the Baal cults. He closed the regular Temple worship, even locking the doors, with the high priest’s connivance. He led the people into compromise and then into outright evil. The Lord judged him and he died under the sin unto death at age thirty six. 

The Assyrian King Tiglath Pileser III (called “Pul” in the scriptures) was looking for an “invitation” to push further south and took the invite with vigour, and within six years he and his successor Shalmaneser V had destroyed the kingdoms of both Syria and Israel and made them provinces in the Assyrian Empire. Ahaz became a vassal of the king of Assyria, and had to pay annual tribute; in effect “protection money”. 2 Kings 16:8, 2 Chronicles 28:20-21. 

The northern kingdom of Israel finally fell, with it’s capital Samaria being destroyed in 721 BC with it’s 27,000 survivors going into captivity, a godly remnant from all the northern tribes fleeing south to seek protection from the very king that sold them out. Ahaz did great evil in his actions and dies under God’s judgment also. His death in 715 BC opens the door for his weak son Hezekiah to follow him, but although he was weak, he was at least a believer, and he repairs the defences and prepares for the war that is coming. 

The impact of the alliance between Syria and Israel and their invasion was severe upon the morale of the people of the land of Judah. The problem was, even though they felt the fear they kept practicing their old paganism. Psalms 83 may express the fear of these days.  The correct response is described in Psalms 27:1-4, 112:1, 7-8, Proverbs 28:1. They shook like trees in the wind, Verse 2, but they still kept doing evil.  Satan and the demons “shake and tremble” at the thought of God’s holy character and judgment, but they don’t and will not repent either.
These foolish people had been seduced by foreign religion and by the same philosophy as taught by the modern World Council of Churches, which sees all forms of worship, even if it ignores all the fundamentals of the Christian faith, as bona fide. These people continued to worship in the spirit of modernism rather than the Holy Spirit. They served the “God of all nations”, and believed that “there are many ways up the mountain of faith”. They were sincere in their worship of, “the great being who created us all”, just as those today who practise such things are. 

The point made to Moses and the Exodus generation was the point they missed. They were to worship in a unique manner; they were to be different to the nations around them, for they were to stand for the Holy God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. There was to be “no other god” alongside the Lord God. Exodus 20:1-7, Deuteronomy 5:6-10.
They were to see that the gods of the nations are demons! Psalms 96:5. As servants of the Holy and Living God we are to stand out as lights in a dark world and we are to be different! Matthew 5:14-16. There was to be no compromise! Refer to BTB for the studies on DOUBT or FEAR, and RELIGION, for these things are the alternative to biblical FAITH.

3  Then said the LORD unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shearjashub thy son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller's field; 4  And say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted for the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the son of Remaliah. 5  Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil counsel against thee, saying,

Isaiah is told to go and meet the king in the open air, where surrounded by his court he cannot ask for a private audience, nor hide from the revelation of the truth. Note where Isaiah is told to meet him and the significance of this particular place.  He is to go to the end of the aqueduct carrying water into the city on the Western side, near the area where the fullers worked. 

The king is outside the main defences of the city engaged in military preparation for the coming siege. The city was vulnerable due to it’s water supply and Hezekiah would dig a tunnel to bring the water from the Gihon spring into the city in a manner that would not be as vulnerable as the aqueduct his father Ahaz stands beside this day when Isaiah and his son meet him. 

The Fuller’s field is the place the garments are stretched out to dry upon and it is the place that the captives will be stretched out and killed by the besiegers during the siege. Water is life and the Fuller’s field will be death, and the message of Isaiah is once again the stark choice the king must face. The issue is, will he repent and seek the Lord God of Israel’s face, or will he continue in his religious paganism? 

Isaiah’s son’s name means “the remnant shall return”, although in Romans 9:27, Paul quotes from the Septuagint version of the Old Testament, as “a remnant shall be saved”. The son’s name is the warning to the King, for this evil man’s rejection of the truth will lead to all but a remnant of his people suffering great privation.  Only a few will survive the tribulation that is coming due to the king’s disobedience and rebellion.

The King is in panic and so Isaiah begins by telling him to be quiet and hear (really concentrate on) the words from the Lord’s servant. He is told not to let his heart become soft as butter due to the pressures he is under from the enemy. The king of Judah is fearful of these two kings, but he should be fearful of the judgment of God. If he feared the Lord’s displeasure he would be a lot safer from his enemies. Matthew 10:26-31. 

The two kings are fierce and angry. John 15:18-27. They hate him with a vengeance, but their attitudes and opinions are to be of no significance at all to the king, who is told to be paying attention to the Lord not to men. “Courageous calmness” is Isaiah’s call to this scared pagan king. He is called, like Ezekiel later will be, to this courageous calmness and strong truth.  Ezekiel 3:4-11. Isaiah refers to the two kings as “burning fag ends”. They are simply the burnt out ends of wooden pokers from the fire, the stumps ends of old torches, soon to be extinguished by the king of Assyria. It is always an issue of perspective! The right view of a problem is how God sees it rather than how man sees it, and the king is challenged to see things correctly. 

The two kings have taken evil counsel against Judah, but note, it is “evil counsel”, and so it is against God’s will and so will not prosper. Isaiah is very clear about the issue for Ahaz; he must confront his fears and do what is correct. He will not do this; he will express his free will in continued rebellion against the standards and principles of God’s revealed religion. We all make choices in this life, and even under maximum pressure men can still reject the truth and follow the lie they prefer. Ahaz will demonstrate his pious hypocrisy in his response to Isaiah later in the chapter, but the truth will still be given to him, indeed to him will be announced the coming Saviour.

6  Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and set a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal: 7  Thus saith the Lord GOD, It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass.  8  For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin; and within threescore and five years shall Ephraim be broken, that it be not a people. 9  And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah's son. If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be established.

These two kings have made their plan and it is nearly 100% successful. Only God stands against them, but that is all it needs for their plans to come to nothing. Notice how secure they are in their own opinions. They will launch their attack by marching quickly against Judah. On a fine day you can see from Jerusalem to Samaria so an army moving quickly can cover the ground in a short time. 

Their purpose is to cause terror, and then to conquer the land for themselves, to carve it up and take the spoil of it for themselves. They then plan to set up a rival king, a “son of Tibel”, in place of the Davidic line. The name means nothing at this distance, but he was clearly a “stooge” of the Syrians who would rule the land for the benefit of the alliance rather than the local people.

The plans of men are made, but the Lord laughs them to derision. Psalms 2:1-5, 33:8-12, 59:8-10, 76:10-12. Their godless plans will emphatically NOT work out in any shape or form. God is opposed to them and their evil plans, but they will be able to wreak havoc for a time. They will be used to discipline the rebellious house of Judah, but will not be able to go beyond this. 

The course of history is written by the Lord and these foolish men will not be allowed to succeed in shaking the plan of almighty God. The specific destruction of the kingdoms of Samaria and Damascus will occur within a few years of this time, but sixty five years later the very people left in the land of Israel will be taken away and replaced by a group of peoples from Asia by the Assyrians. 2 Kings 17:24, Ezra 4:2.

Isaiah then directly warns Ahaz that he too will suffer the fate of these kings, for he like them has failed to account for the will and plan of God for the nations. Ahaz will end up exactly like the two pagan kings, for he also is a religious pagan. If he hears the words of the Lord’s prophet he will be stabilized and blessed, but if not he will die as the other two kings will. 2 Chronicles 20:20. 

He chooses the latter option and God is a gentleman, he lets us select our own end! He has already asked the Assyrian king for help by this stage, but does not know whether he will get it. He has placed his trust in the arm of more evil men that Rezin and Pekah, and so can hear the prophets words but not be that interested in religious help from a God he cannot see, for he hopes to receive the help of the Assyrians who he can see! Hebrews 11:1, 6, 32-34.  

10  Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying, 11  Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above.

Even though this man has made his choice and will die within it he is given the word of the Lord for David’s sake, and that he might have no excuse before the throne of God when asked why he rejected the truth. The Lord gives all the opportunity to repent and select the truth. On behalf of the Lord God the prophet is invited to make an offer to Ahaz of a sign of any sort he wishes as physical evidence of the truth of the prophet’s words and the certainty of deliverance. 

It is intriguing that this man was offered such a thing, when a later generation was denied a sign, Matthew 12:38-39, and Herod Antipas, a similarly evil man was denied any miracle. Luke 23:8-12. The difference is that this king is of the line of David and for David’s sake he is offered a sign to challenge or even build a belief. 

He rejects such a sign for he does not want to believe, and by so doing illustrates the heart of the rebel, and shows us the reason that such an offer from the Lord was not given again. Ahaz keeps on playing with the worship of the gods of the nations around him, and while openly offering sacrifices on the Temple altar he worships the nation’s gods. 2 Kings 16:15, 2 Chronicles 28:22-23.

12  But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the LORD. 13  And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also?

What a pious hypocrite this man is! What a load of self effacing nonsense. He is not humbly rejecting a miracle, he does not want one because he is fearful of what he may be forced to do! He does not want to serve the Lord, and yet he calls him by name! He knows God’s name but has rejected proper worship of him. He quotes Deuteronomy 6:16, but doesn’t go further to the next verses where he is ordered to “do right”. He covers his lack of faith with pious nonsense. Beware of the spiritually superior sounding people for they nearly always end up being like king Ahaz; pious frauds.

Isaiah does not let him get away with any nonsense. He is confronted directly with his hypocrisy, and he is confronted with humour from the Lord, who tells him that he is “tired” of such rubbish. How often people cover their unbelief with fine sounding super-spiritual words. God is neither mocked by such things nor is he fooled. Within a few years of this date the very forces Ahaz calls to help him in this year will stand upon this very spot and mock him and they will call for the surrender of Jerusalem. Isaiah 36:2. 

He has rejected a sign for belief so he will get one that is the result of his unbelief; he will see the armies of his enemies right on this spot – and he wont be getting any water from this aqueduct! The amazing thing about God however, is that he announces to this evil man the ultimate sign that will come to unbelieving man; the sign of the virgin birth and the coming of the Saviour who will be the judge of all.

14  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

As the generation of the Lord’s day rejected the evidence before them but still received a sign, the resurrection of the Lord, just so Ahaz is told of the sign that later generations will receive; the sign of the virgin birth. This is a truly wonderful prophecy, coming 720 years before the event of the Lord’s birth, and 750 years before his ministry it makes clear that at the darkest time in the history of the nation there is hope in the Lord’s anointed one. That the Plan of God will work out and that the people of God will rejoice in his provision and purposes. 

The sign is of the virgin birth; an unusual birth, for there is no such thing as a sign being a young woman having a child, for they do it all the time. What was seen at the time of the significance of this sign? The very words used indicate that this son is Messiah, and he is more than a human messiah, he is “God with us” (Immanuel). He will rule in David’s place and he will know the difference between good and evil even though Ahaz, as a son of David has proved that he does not.

Some have argued that the woman to give birth is the wife of Ahaz or Isaiah, yet this would make no sense, nor would it be prophetic unless there was barrenness, and the context does not record this as one would expect if there was an immediate fulfilment of the prophetic word. 

The word for young woman here indicates a young girl, barely past puberty, a virgin before this, who is pregnant and gives birth unexpectedly. Some have argued that this referred to Abi the mother of Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:2, 2 Chronicles 29:1).  Yet the name for the child is given here by Isaiah and it is not Hezekiah it is Immanuel! 

The facts of the case, as Isaiah records them indicate he did not know who this maiden was to be, but that there was a real messianic hope and that the Lord was giving them a promise of future redemption through his chosen one. Jeremiah 31:22, Micah 5:3, Matthew 1:23, John 1:1-5, 12-14, Romans 9:5, 1 Timothy 3:16. 

The messiah will come from the house of David, but the promise given here to a member of that house who is under the curse of paganism, and whose descendent, Coniah, (also called Jehoiachin, and Jeconiah) will be called “childless”, not that he didn’t have children, but that none would ever sit upon the throne of David. Jeremiah 22:24-30. 

He is a direct ancestor of Joseph and it is through him that Joseph had the legal title to King of Israel. Because of the curse on this line however Messiah could not come from this line of David’s sons, but through Nathan, in whose line Mary was. Matthew 1:11, 16, Luke 3:23, 31. 

15  Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good.

Blessing in the land was associated with “Milk and Honey”. Exodus 3:17, Deuteronomy 31:20. In this verse the order is reversed, and in Hebrew thinking this indicates a significant difference in meaning to that intended in the Mosaic Law. Whereas the phrase, “milk and honey” indicate abundance, the reverse phrase indicates poverty and starvation times. It also has reference to the food of children before they reach the age of understanding and moral accountability. 

Both the very young, Deuteronomy 1:39, and the senile elderly, 2 Samuel 19:36, have no ability to distinguish between good and evil. They live in a “pre-moral”, or “post moral” stage of life and we correctly do not blame them for actions that they have no intelligent understanding of. The prophecy indicates that judgment will have reached it’s full effect by the days of Messiah’s coming as a man, having moved beyond the days of liquid food only. The land will be facing great national hardship at that time. The days of “milk and honey” will be over, and his own childhood days of honeyed milk, will be over also. 

Exactly as prophesied the Lord came to the people of Israel when they were not a nation, but a provincial area in the Roman Empire; they were under the fourth cycle of discipline, and on rejection of Him they would have only forty years before they entered the fifth cycle of national discipline and cease to exist altogether for nearly two thousand years. The fourth cycle is described in Leviticus 26:23-26, and the fifth in Leviticus 26:27-39, Deuteronomy 28:45-57, 58-68 (terribly fulfilled in 70AD). Even in this place repentance is called for and the Lord promises he will respond. Leviticus 26:40-45, Deuteronomy 28:1-15.

16  For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings. 17  The LORD shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, and upon thy father's house, days that have not come, from the day that Ephraim departed from Judah; even the king of Assyria.

Before a child can grow to the age of accountability the judgment will fall upon the kingdoms that have threatened Judah; both kings will be dead and their nations will be vassals of Assyria. Isaiah is very specific about the nation that will destroy the evil kings, and of course Ahaz knows that it is Assyria that he has called upon to help him. 

Ahaz has asked the Assyrians to come and they will, but the result will be days more terrible and threatening that at any time since the days of civil war after the death of Solomon. There will be great trouble and death and destruction for the people because of Ahaz great sin in calling on the Assyrians. Ahaz had tried to save himself and his nation by the appeal to the strongest power, but that power would nearly destroy him, for God’s plan was that the nation trust him not the Assyrians. When evil attacks God’s people are to look to the Lord not bind themselves to greater evil!

18  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall hiss for the fly that is in the uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. 19  And they shall come, and shall rest all of them in the desolate valleys, and in the holes of the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon all bushes.

The power of God to deliver was what Ahaz doubted; he did not believe that the God of David could save him. The result of this lack of faith would be that he would see the greater power of God in calling far distant nations to come and destroy the nation that rejected him. The Egyptians are compared to the flies, and the Assyrians to the bees. Both will be called in and will be destructive. They will settle over the valleys and hills of the land and even in the places where people would hide they will be found by these enemies. 

The two enemies would fight and destroy each other over the next hundred years, with Assyria invading and defeating Egypt in 671 and they held Egypt until 651 BC. The end of Assyrian power would finally come with the defeat of the garrison of Haran in 606 BC and then one year later the great battle of Carchamesh in 605 BC was the end of Egyptian power, with the Babylonians defeating the Egyptian army under Pharaoh Necho and establishing the Neo-Babylonian Empire, that itself ruled old Assyria, Judea and Egypt. 

20  In the same day shall the Lord shave with a razor that is hired, namely, by them beyond the river, by the king of Assyria, the head, and the hair of the feet: and it shall also consume the beard. 21  And it shall come to pass in that day, that a man shall nourish a young cow, and two sheep; 22  And it shall come to pass, for the abundance of milk that they shall give he shall eat butter: for butter and honey shall every one eat that is left in the land.

Ahaz believed he was calling on an ally in Assyria, but that was because he was a fool, like all scared men! He was foolish enough to think that the Assyrians would value him, whereas they simply valued him as a conquest; he was just spoil to them. The king of Assyria was like a razor who would shave the countryside to the bone. If the hair is seen as the covering of the body then this razor will shave off everything, leaving nothing left. 

He will take all the produce (hair) of the land. Even from the hidden places (the feet) he will shave all away. The extent of the physical judgment will be seen in the next verses (21-22). In places where whole communities lived and grew there will only be the grazing sheep of the herders. Under David and Solomon, and even later kings there was prosperity and the population grew, but as a result of Ahaz great evil there will be severe depopulation. All they will be left with is the smallest animals and they will care for them carefully lest they die and the hope of the survivors be lost. They will eat everything that the animals produce. No-one will be eating the bread and wine of previous days but the thickened milk and honey that the herders ate when all other things were unavailable. 

23  And it shall come to pass in that day, that every place shall be, where there were a thousand vines at a thousand silverlings, it shall even be for briers and thorns. 24  With arrows and with bows shall men come thither; because all the land shall become briers and thorns. 25  And on all hills that shall be digged with the mattock, there shall not come thither the fear of briers and thorns: but it shall be for the sending forth of oxen, and for the treading of lesser cattle.

The land was covered in dense agriculture, with the hills covered in vines and olives, but now the armies pass and there are only the thorns and briars left; not even blackberries to eat, just thorns and devastation. Land that sold for a thousand “silverlings”, a great amount of money, will now be simply waste-land that people will not dare to tread in for fear that snakes will be in amongst the thorns. The few stray sheep and oxen, now wild, will gather in these forsaken places. The thousands of vines produced the wine that they celebrated their paganism, but all that is left now is desolation, and no-on is drinking there. 

The unasked question is the important one. Where are all the people who were living in these valleys? The terrible answer is that they are all dead or in captivity. The few people left carry weapons for their own protection against the wild animals and the invaders. The whole prosperity of the land is swept away; green covered pleasant, populated hills have become brown, deserted and dead. When people see great prosperity they often take for granted that it will last forever, but nothing is sure without the blessing of God. These people trusted in evil and felt their green and pleasant land would remain that way, but without the blessing of God all they valued was swept away.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Ahaz followed human viewpoint; working on what appeared logical to him at the time, with God out of the picture. The danger of “logic” with God not considered is seen played out in this chapter. Ahaz was right that Assyrian might would deliver him from the two kings, but he was wrong in believing that this would do anything other than buy time and poverty for his people, for evil men deliver only for their own ends. Ahaz felt he could negotiate but he was in a place of weakness, away from God and away from true logic. Only the Lord can deliver in a lasting way.

2. 
The invasion of the southern kingdom by the army of the North was a great evil, and the death of so many in Judah a greater evil. Even then many in Israel realized their wrong and returned to their cousins, but tens of thousands were by then dead. All this was because the men involved would not seek the face of the God of Israel and walk in righteousness, but would continue to live as the pagans around them. Blessing is only to be found in the paths that God wishes us to walk.

3. 
The words from the Lord come accurately and powerfully. When God speaks it is directly into a situation and the prophet speaks without fear or favour here in the very place where the enemy will stand several years later. The king is out in the open over looking his defences, yet he will be looking at the same place from the wall several years later and he will be facing defeat that only God can turn around. 

Ahaz has trusted in power that he can see, so he will face the defeat of his army by that same power. The only answer is to trust in the power he cannot see; the power of the God of Israel, but he rejects the offer of the sign. We are daily offered a sign of God’s presence in the work of the Holy Spirit within our lives, and we are invited by the Lord to allow the Spirit to move within us. We are to welcome this miracle daily and rejoice in the Lord as we feed on His Word.

4. 
Super spirituality is nearly always a sign of false spirituality. God will honour David however and to this evil king before Isaiah the promise of Messiah will come. What grace we see here, in the midst of judgment, but still grace being offered that this man might be saved and delivered from his own stupidity. Even the worst must hear the free offer of salvation by grace through faith, for then none can have any excuse for rejection. We are called to tell the truth whether men will hear us or not!

5. 
Judgment will fall within a few years; before a child can even grow to the age when they know good and evil. The king and his court will know that Isaiah has told the truth and they will all be without excuse for their failure to follow that truth. When the truth is told people will be forced to make a decision and they are then responsible for that choice. Our call may be to tell people the truth who do not want to hear it. If this is our call, then we are to relax and keep on telling the truth for we are responsible to the Lord for it, and finally those people will stand before the Lord and have to face the truth. 
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NOTES
ISAIAH CHAPTER 8

1  Moreover the LORD said unto me, Take thee a great roll, and write in it with a man's pen concerning Mahershalalhashbaz. 2  And I took unto me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah.

The war from the north continues and Isaiah is given a direct order from the Lord to give further warnings to the nation of Judah; their last warning before the final acts of that war in which many would die in their idolatry. He was to act out a small play and do all this publicly so that people would see him go, write and then read what he wrote, which when questioned he could speak about. 

God was determined that the people did not perish without opportunity to turn things around, even at this late stage in their rebellion. This reminds us again that judgment is God’s strange work; he takes no pleasure in dealing with sin in his people, or in punishing them as harshly as they will be here. The nation is at the fourth cycle of discipline, having failed to respond to the earlier three cycles.

The words Isaiah is to write are to be written in the vernacular writing that all may read, as they would a letter on paper or a piece of broken pottery. This is an example of just how advanced this culture was. Writing was well known and people would be able to read what Isaiah was writing on the stone slab, which resembled a monument. The two Hebrew words he is to write are cryptic messages to the people, each word having significance. This is how letters were written in the ancient world, in a short hand sort of language, as paper was scarce and expensive, or pieces of broken pottery were used and so space was at a premium. 

What does it mean? “Spoil very quickly, the booty hastens”, or, “make haste to the prey and take spoil”. The root words, “spoil” and “booty”, indicate that a people will be suddenly defeated and their goods and persons taken as war booty and spoil. Who were these people? The message was deliberately vague, able to be fully understood only after the defeat, yet clear to all who had read the words of Moses in Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28. 

While the words were as some commentators put it, “enigmatic”, they were clearly a reference to the fourth cycle of discipline for Judah, and they were the clear announcement that the judgment was to fall very soon and it would be sudden. It meant more than that also, for it would refer to the fifth cycle of discipline upon the northern kingdom of Israel, and the destruction totally of Syria.

The serious and formal nature of the act was to be underlined by Isaiah taking with him two other nobles from the city centre; Uriah the priest, and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah (or Berechiah), an official. 2 Kings 16:10ff, 2 Chronicles 29:13. Neither of these men was known as a great believer in the God of Israel, indeed Uriah works to expand heathen worship to please the king. They will be forced to witness to the truth of their, and their king’s evil.
Why would Isaiah be told to secure these men’s services as witnesses? Possibly it was because of this fact, for they were acknowledged leaders of the government circle and were not known as “crazy prophets”, nor the adherents of the prophets, so there was more chance that when the truth became clear, then they could explain that the prophet had written this well beforehand and so prepare the people to believe the prophet at that later time. God was seeking every way to challenge these people even as the days grew darker and darker in their rebellion. 

3  And I went unto the prophetess; and she conceived, and bare a son. Then said the LORD to me, Call his name Mahershalalhashbaz. 4  For before the child shall have knowledge to cry, My father, and my mother, the riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken away before the king of Assyria.

There is yet another sign for the people and in this we have the two and a half year time frame before the judgment will fall. The prophet has another child and he and his wife call their next son, “Maher-shalal-hash-baz”. Now we don’t know what his mother and father called him when it was time to come to dinner; very likely the shortened form “Maher”, but his name would be formally announced in court because Isaiah was an aristocrat. The boys name was unusual and would have been seen as a prophetic message by all who heard. The boy’s name, being given eight months after the writing on the stone tablet reinforced the Lord’s message of warning to the people. 

Now the message of the tablet is made clearer; the two enemies would be spoiled totally. Sadly, with their continued rebellion, the Southern Kingdom would also be spoiled by the very people their pagan king had asked to help them. Before the boy will cry out his first words the two capitals of these two northern kingdoms will fall to the Assyrians.

5  The LORD spake also unto me again, saying, 6  Forasmuch as this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah that go softly, and rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah's son; 7  Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the river, strong and many, even the king of Assyria, and all his glory: and he shall come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks: 8  And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel.

Isaiah announces that the Lord continues to speak directly to him with a further message. The message is going to be a consolation to the believers, for even though the coming “flood” of judgment will sweep over the land, there will be a remnant saved and there will be repentance finally amongst the survivors.

“This people” are spoken of as having rejected the stream of Siloam (Shiloah) as their source of water. What did this mean to them at the time? This was the stream that flowed from between the hills on which was built the city of Jerusalem. As it flowed from under Zion, it may be that this stream is a reference to the house of David, rejected by the Northern Kingdom as their kings. 

The northern kingdom had walked away from the Davidic line and so had drifted steadily down hill spiritually until the days of Isaiah where most were pagans. This is made fairly certain by the reference to the rejoicing in their pagan king and his Syrian ally. Sadly the majority in the south had fallen into idolatry also. Isaiah gives the Lord’s message of judgment here, but it will apply in both places. There is more here than just the rejection of the Davidic line of kings; it may be that this stream is the picture of the “water of life”, the Messiah himself. This is what Jesus said as water from this very place was poured down the Temple steps 750 years later. John 7:37-44, also refer back to John 4:7-15.

The stream that flowed from under the mount of Zion stood for far more than just the house of David, but the hope of David and the God of David. Both nations have rejected the hope and God of their father David. They have trusted in and planned with men, but have not looked beneath them to the faith upon which their city and nation was founded. They have walked away from the true water of life and found alternatives that will drown them. Jeremiah uses similar images to illustrate the rejection of the Word of life from God. Jeremiah 2:13. The meaning of the phrase, “forsaking the fountain of living water”, is made clear by Jeremiah. They have forsaken their God and made replacement gods that have no power at all. Jeremiah 2:11-12.

The judgment that is predicted involves a swelling tsunami of violence that flows, without stopping through the lands that have turned away from the God of Israel to false gods. This image relates to the whole history of the people of Israel; from the first days of warning under Moses, to the days of Isaiah, Jeremiah and right through the Roman conquest to the great tribulation period itself. Deuteronomy 28:49-52, Jeremiah 46:6-8, Daniel 9:26-27, 11:10, 22, Amos 8:8, 9:5. The image has particular relevance to Assyria, for during the great siege of the city by the Babylonians and Scythians the only way the city fell was with a flood that carried away a section of the mighty wall that had defeated the armies. This was foretold by the prophet Nahum in Nahum 1:8. 

The army would sweep over the northern kingdom, old Ephraim, and devour them as a flood, then it would sweep onwards through the south, reaching to the very “neck” of the nation, to Jerusalem itself. The great cities of Damascus and Samaria had already fallen, so there was no human hope for the south, yet God would give hope where no human hope existed. 

They were literally to be “up to their necks in trouble”, but there was hope if a deliverer, Immanuel, would step into history and save them. The eagle was the sign of both the Assyrian army and that of the later Roman army. The stretched out wings of the eagle would cover the whole land but there was still going to be hope. The hope is that the land is actually “Jehovah’s land, Immanuel’s land”. This hope will lead to their deliverance, for they belong to him and he is on the throne of destiny, and he alone rules the heavens and the earth. 

9  Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye of far countries: gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces. 10  Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for God is with us.

These great nations believe they make their own paths, yet the truth is they are the tools of the Most High God of all. They feel so powerful, yet they are so powerless before the one who made the heavens and the earth. No plans laid by men against the purposes of God will stand; they and their plans will be frustrated, exasperated and annoyed, but all to no effect, for only what God allows occurs within his creation. This means at time great disaster strikes, and great perils are faced by his people, but verses like this give assurance that all things are under his hand and finally when we can see the end from the beginning we will understand the plan. While we are limited by space and time we can only glimpse parts of the plan at times. 

Each of the prophets specifically identified this truth, and observed the anger and frustration of the nations who put themselves against the plan and people of God. These are verses of mocking to the plans of men when they ignore the God who made them, for all those who reject salvation and cling to their own vanity will be ashamed and frustrated. Psalms 37:12-28, Proverbs 11:21, 21:30, Jeremiah 46:9-12, Ezekiel 38:9-23, Joel 3:9-14, Micah 4:11-13, Zechariah 14:1-3, Revelation 17:12-17, 20:4-10. In time’s drams there will be the working out of this principle and the end of this age and of history itself will culminate in the judgment of the “King of kings and Lord of lords” over all who believed they could argue with him and plot against his people.

Man away from, or opposed to God believes he is powerful, and that in association with others has the ability to thwart the people and plans of God, yet all such counsel will be brought to nothing. We are challenged by these words to believe in the Lord’s plan and serve him with our eyes fixed on him alone, not being distracted by the plans of evil men against the people of God. We are challenged to leave our case with God, to trust in his deliverance from evil men, not feel we must counter plot and scheme ourselves.   Psalms 55:16-23, 75:9-10, 76:10-12, Philippians 4: 6-9, James 4:10, 1 Peter 5:6-7.  The Lord God of Jacob is with us; let us rejoice that if a man like Jacob is delivered and can become Israel, then we are in the place of rejoicing, not the place of despair ever! Psalms 46:7, 11, Matthew 28:20, Romans 8:31-39.

11  For the LORD spake thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this people, saying, 12  Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid.

Help never comes from confederacy with men, but unity with the plan and person of the Lord God of all. Men cannot deliver us from our destiny, but the Lord can produce our destiny through the Holy Spirit’s work within us in the worse situation as men might judge it. Our standards and judgments are not to be those of the world. We are not to live according to the standards of this world. Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 4:20-24, Philippians 2:5-13. 

Our eyes are to be on the Lord for his “well done”, not upon the opinions or belief systems of any unsaved man. When others fear it is easy to catch their disease and be dismayed also. We are to be stabilized upon the foundation of the Lord’s love for us only, and be secure there. Men carry lucky charms and make “good luck” charms for themselves. As Jeremiah identified such actions are pathetic and pointless, for nothing a man finds or makes can possibly save him from anything, for it has already failed to save him from his own stupidity. Jeremiah 10:1-13, 23-24.   

In times of great stress and threat for a nation those who stand and tell the truth may be charged with treason, for they speak against the government at a time when all such criticism can be taken as such. Isaiah is challenged to be true to the words of the Lord even if all others stray into pleasantries to please their king.  Isaiah is to please his King not the man on the throne of earth for he will be brought down to the earth! 

The men and women of God are never to be dismayed at the attacks launched upon us.  Jesus tells us to expect them and the calls of many of the great men of the past involved warnings that they would have to stand at times alone against the opinions and anger of men who should have known and followed God, but who have rejected him. Deuteronomy 31:8, Joshua 1:9, 8:1, 10:25, 2 Chronicles 20:15-17, Isaiah 41:10, Jeremiah 1:17-19, Ezekiel 2:1-8, 3:4-11, Luke 6:22-23, John 15:18-27. In all times we are to focus on the one who alone made time! Our stability comes from the Lord alone, for he alone knows the end from then beginning and alone has all things in his hands. Acts 17:24, Hebrews 1:2, 11:3, 1 John 2:15-17.

13  Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. 14  And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 15  And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken.

When we become fearful of men or their opinions we need to step back and be “very afraid” of God. We need to have a holy fear of God, remembering that we are creatures in a creation, and that we are at all times under his orders, and will be called home by him alone. Matthew 10:26-31, Luke 12:4-7. If we correctly see our relationship with the Lord we are able to deal with the temptation to fear men, for the Lord’s judgment alone is to be feared. 

The Lord’s command to his prophet is that he sanctify God in his life, and then himself before the Lord, and be ready to serve him and him alone; standing for the Lord before his people. He is to set the Lord apart and worship him alone first, then set himself apart from his nation to serve the Lord. The order is important. We are first called to place God in the right place for worship, and then align ourselves in accordance with the Lord’s place. 

The Lord is either the corner stone of the sanctuary in your heart or he is a rock of offence, and a stone of stumbling. He is either the stability of our eternal dwelling place, or he will become the stone upon which we are dashed to pieces in judgment. Matthew 21:42-44. The issue of free will, and man’s eternal choice is starkly before us here; we are either for God’s plan and Saviour, or we are against. Man is either onboard the Lord’s bus or under it’s wheels. Mary and Joseph realized this early on as did the apostles as they reflected back on this passage and others. Luke 2:34-35, Romans 9:32-33, 11:7-12, 1 Peter 2:6-10. 

They feel so confident in their own opinions, yet they are snared in their own conceit, caught by, and tripped up by the stone they cannot avoid. Daniel had seen this same image of the Lord’s impact at the end of history. Daniel 2:31-35, 44-46. The Lord is either our Saviour or our Judge; we choose. Luke 20:17-18. It is a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living God who you have ignored and insulted all throughout the life he gave you. 1 Timothy 6:17, Hebrews 10:31.

16  Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. 17  And I will wait upon the LORD, that hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for him.

Isaiah is now ordered to bind up the parchment upon which he has written the earlier things and seal them. This was to be a public act and as such it would have been understood by all who watched his actions. To roll up and seal was to legally tie yourself to what had been said and to certify that you expected it fulfilled and were placing it aside as testimony to truth and evidence for later. 

He is to do this before the Lord’s disciples, a word that reminds us that no matter how bad the days are, there are always some godly people present who will stand for the Lord and his Word, even if they are unknown to the prophet. All he does in his ministry is before the eyes of the Lord’s people, as an encouragement, or as a rebuke, or as a discouragement. We are surrounded by the cloud of witnesses to all we do, and at time they cheer and at times they must look away in sadness and shame at our wasting our time with foolishness.

Isaiah prays that he might strengthen the disciples of the Lord in the words he speaks. He was to be an example of hope and confidence in the midst of the great pressures that had come. The Lord had appeared to be silent to many and their faith was weak, so Isaiah was to speak the words of the Lord to encourage them and to be the personal example, that although the Lord was silent, (because of their disobedience for so many years), he would yet speak, and was through the prophet’s utterances. 

Isaiah’s job was to be attentive to the words of God, to really concentrate upon hearing the Lord, so that he can speak in God’s name to the people. There are times in our lives when the Lord appears to be silent, but it is often at such times that he expects us to apply what we know! While we wait we are obedient to all he has revealed to date. Genesis 49:18, Psalms 27:14, 33:20-22, 37:3-7, 34, 39-40, 39:7, 40:1-2, Micah 7:7, Habakkuk 2:3-4.

Today we wait for the second coming of the Lord, and are to demonstrate the same confident expectation and active service filled waiting as Isaiah did. 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10, 2 Thessalonians 3:3-5, Hebrews 9:27-28, 10:35-11:2. Our faith grows as we learn to trust in what his words record for us rather than what our eyes see before us. We are to learn to trust the Word of God ahead of experiences we may have. God’s promises are to be more real to us that life itself.

18  Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion. 19  And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead? 

Isaiah’s own children were to be signs to the people and causes of wonder to the people. They were to be a family of witness, by names, words and actions. Even though there is great judgment and the voice of God will be silent for a time, Isaiah has the Lord’s word on it from the beginning; that he will be brought through to the end. We have that same assurance on the basis of God’s promise to us. Matthew 28:20, Romans 16:25-27, Jude 24-25. 

The children’s names were messages; that the remnant alone would survive, and that the spoilers would come quickly. There would be no excuse for anyone who saw or referred to these children by name, for every time they said their names they were reminded of their father’s messages. The people had the two boys in front of them as standing signs of the times to come within ten years, both of judgment and grace. Isaiah’s own name means “Jehovah is salvation”. 

The whole family speaks of the nature and acts of God. The great evil that they faced was the demands of some to turn to magic and other religious superstitious activities. People will, having turned away from God, turn to anything! They were ready to go to the séance holders who claimed to bring up the spirits of those long dead, and altered their voices when giving their “predictions” to make it sound more spiritual (they peep and mutter). 

These “mediums” or witches would either pretend to bring up the spirits of the dead and were themselves ventriloquists, or were working with what Plato and the LXX translation of Isaiah call an “engasthromuthos damon”. These were, and are, demons who can imitate a person’s speech, so that after an individual’s death the demon can pretend to be that person during the séance and give answers that the demonic forces want the people there to follow. 

This is a reason why all séance type activity is banned for all believers, for you enter a spirit world, where at best you are conned by a person, but at worst you are conned by a powerful demon who is able to utilize it’s knowledge of the past and bring fear and doubt into your life where none was before.  Refer BTB, DEMONS (Occult). 

The people should seek answers from their God, not from false mediums, demon possessed mediums, or the demonic servants of Satan. A living God, who made all things in this universe ought to be the one we ask about things within this universe, for he made it. Isaiah mocks those who go to séances, for they are in effect asking a person already defeated by death to comment on an issue within this life, while ignoring the author of life! How can they be even sure that the dead person is able to see the events of this world after they have left it? The only sure one to speak with is God; there is no other.

20  To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them. 21  And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead and hungry: and it shall come to pass, that when they shall be hungry, they shall fret themselves, and curse their king and their God, and look upward. 22  And they shall look unto the earth; and behold trouble and darkness, dimness of anguish; and they shall be driven to darkness.

If the day does not begin in the Word of God, then these people are warned that no day may dawn at all for them. Proverbs 4:18-27. To reject the light is to remain in the darkness and then the darkness is all encompassing for there is no hope of dawn breaking. 1 John 1:5 – 2:11. Jesus came to give light to mankind, as the culmination of all the light giving of God through the ages. Luke 1:79, John 1:5, 12:25-50. 

Man rejected the light because they preferred to walk in darkness. John 3:19, 1 John 2:8-11. The New Testament continues the holy demand of God over mankind, that we no longer walk in the darkness of the satanic blindness that controlled us in the past, but rather reject the “works of darkness” and walk in the light of the Word of God. Matthew 6:19-24, Ephesians 5:8-11, Colossians 1:13, 1 Peter 2:9. 

We have the terrible choice in this life every time we have the “dark night of the soul” where we are tempted to despair. That choice involves selecting what we believe and who we trust. Do we believe in God’s Word and do we trust in his holy character? This is the daily challenge under pressure for all believers, for the pressures of daily life can wear us down and bring doubts and trouble to our souls. Isaiah challenges his people to trust again in the words of the Lord so that they can be stabilized in the midst of pressure and so the day will dawn for them and they will see their hope and rejoice in a new day of opportunity.

These rebellious people will feel the full weight of the famine that is coming; they will experience frustrating hunger and thirst and it will drive them mad. All of this will come because of their rejection of the words of the prophet, just as Moses had warned it would. Deuteronomy 28:33-34, 53-57. These are terrible words of warning, yet they came true during both great sieges of Jerusalem, in both 586 BC and 70 AD. 

They will get to the point where they revile their rulers and their God. Exodus 22:28. They will “look upwards” but not with worship, rather with disdain and hatred for their suffering. They blame God rather than themselves for the things that have happened. Job 1:11, 2:4-5, 9-10. Job suffered as a great test case, yet he was without rejection of God or his Word, but rather he suffered to glorify God. These people suffer for their own sins. There is no glory in it, until they face the truth. Proverbs 14:32, Revelation 9:20-21, 16:8-11.

 They have chosen darkness and they will walk in the full darkness that rejection of the truth opens up for them. They are made to suffer the consequences of their sinful choices. Amos 5:18-20, Zephaniah 1:14-18, Matthew 8:12, 22:13, Jude 12-13, 17-21. There is hope here, but only for those who repent of their evil and turn to the Lord for salvation.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Full warnings are given to the people of the disaster that will come from the North if they do not repent, yet they ignore the Word of God and the Men of God who try to warn them. God is not keen on judgment; he prefers to bless and seeks all ways to give us blessing. This must make us pause and reflect when we enter a period of suffering, for it is either the result of our sin, or it is an opportunity for blessing and glory as we utilize the power of the Holy Spirit to walk through the dark valley.

2. 
Isaiah is told to act out a message and place it on a billboard so that all who pass by will see it. There is a concern from the Lord that all will get to hear the message, no matter who they are, and that Isaiah is to be prepared to do anything, no matter how strange, to reach the people. We are to be ready to use all mediums of communication to reach those who the Lord wants warned concerning the truth. Isaiah uses the names of his own sons to stand as testimony to the people, as well as setting up the stone tablet.

3. 
Isaiah is specific regarding time frames for his message to come to pass, and this specific reference is the sign of a true prophet. Those who waffle need to be silenced, for God does not waffle, all the Word is clearly “yes or no”. The Lord seeks to banish doubt not magnify it. Let us be sure when we speak the things of God that we have clarity of mind as we begin and end, and that the result is always edification, strength and encouragement, for these are the fruits of Holy Spirit inspired preaching. 

4. 
In the midst of the flood wave of judgment there is consolation for the believers caught in the tide of history. The Lord does not “lump in” the believers with the unbelievers. There is justice here and the people of God are encouraged to trust in Him and walk in prayer so that they may be found each day where the Lord would have them for there is safety. Let us walk with thoughtful prayer daily in the paths that ensure we are where the Lord would have us be rather than walking carelessly and ending up joining the unbelievers in their fate.

5. 
The people of the north had rejected David and his line as rulers over them, and as a result they had experienced two centuries of evil men ruling over them, yet they persisted in their rebellion. The have rejected the stream of living water also; the Word of God. With evil men ruling them and no truth to guide them, they are in darkness indeed, yet they stay there! How like many in our own day. People who reject God’s rule over them but who complain of the darkness that surrounds them. Our job is to turn the light on and let our lives shine and the words we speak from the Word of God, for this is there only hope.

6. 
The great pagan empires and nations that will attack Judah feels pretty smug in their power, yet the Lord tells them through his prophet that they will al fall; he will bring them all down to the earth. No confederacy with evil men will ever add to the power you have. Only the power that comes from God will provide the answers to the situation you may face. Pressure situations can be faced only in the power and plan of God, for there is security alone. Let us be sure that we are in the plan of God for our lives and let us walk with care and prayer every day that we do not take a step that is not desired of the Lord. His word and his will is to be the corner stone of our life!

7. 
Are we living in constant daily expectation of the soon coming of the Lord? If we are focused forward in the plan of God we have the strength through doctrine to withstand the temptations to seek answers from else where. These people rejected the Word of God and turned to astrology and demons through séances and mediums. Today’s world is no different. We are called to oppose all such things as the evil they are. 

8. 
There is either light or darkness in the soul of man. We are to stand boldly and give mankind the choice bluntly. Our mission upon the earth is to proclaim the truth and warn people of the great evil that is there in the world as the alternative to the way of truth. There is no dawn for those who reject the light! Let us be true to the message the Lord has given us!
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NOTES
ISAIAH CHAPTER 9
1 Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations.

The Lord’s words to the people are words of comfort for the obedient in the midst of pressure situations.  There is hope and joy in the midst of afflictions through obedience to the revealed words and will of God. It is clear from the way this chapter starts that the last one and this ought to have been kept together. 

The regions to the north of Israel referred to had been laid waste by the Assyrian King as he launched his attack. There was desolation there and in all the regions around them. Even though the darkness will be great in the future it will not be as bad as that endured by the north in these days that the people listening to Isaiah have seen. The enemy armies moved from Damascus through the Galilee to the Sea of Galilee destroying as they went. Matthew 4:15.

The hope will centre in the Messiah, for the very region that was the region facing the greatest judgment because of it’s sins, would become the region from which the Messiah would come, and the region where the church would be established most strongly. It is of interest that Jewish Messianic synagogues lasted in this region until the Arab invasions of the 7th century.

2  The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. 3  Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.

What a confusing message this must have been to the people at the time, for what light could there shine in such a place of devastation? 750 years later, and repopulated with Jews, it would be the place that the Lord spent most of his time in preaching, teaching and healing. This hope was also shared by another prophet of the day. Micah 7:8-9, Isaiah 50:10-11, 60:1-3. The Lord would claim these verses as directly applicable to himself as the “light of the world”. John 8:12, 12:35-36, 46. Paul reinforces the need to walk in the light in, Ephesians 5:8, 13-14, and also Peter and John identify this truth. 1 Peter 2:9-10, 1 John 1:5-7.

The prophecy of Zacharias in Luke 1:68-79, fully reflects upon this passage of Isaiah and that in Micah, and brings them together in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. The salvation of the Lord would not be revealed until the whole land was covered in darkness and all other hope was gone. Until the shadow of death had really covered them they would not hear the Lord’s servant and repent of their evils.  

The book of Luke ends with the Lord repeating the message of the Gospel to the disciples, reminding them that they must preach the “good news” of remission of sins, announcing that the Messiah has come to defeat sin and death and that in him alone there is hope. Luke 24:44-49. In both the times of the prophecies of the Lord’s advent, and the time of fulfilment of them the message is the same; the darkness of the alternative to God’s way must be felt by man and rejected before that individual will turn to the light. This is a work of the Holy Spirit, John 16:8-11, to break through the Satanic darkness that covers the minds of the lost, 2 Corinthians 4:4, 1 John 2:11. It is God alone who can turn the light of truth on in the dark laces of this world, and he has done this; man is challenged to respond to the truth now. Psalms 23:4, 107:10-14.

The nation has had prosperity over many years by the days of Isaiah, so that the numbers of the Israelites were great and they filled the land. In their financial prosperity they became obsessed with money, goods and power, and delighted in the division of goods and the “bargains” they had secured by purchase or theft from others less fortunate. They rejoice in their bountiful harvests, and their “good fortune” but do not have at this time lasting joy in the Lord. Their obsession with prosperity had set them up for judgment. Psalms 107:33-43. 

These people think they are blessed but they are simply reaping the rewards of their sin and it will come at a price later. The good news is that the day will come for the remnant that are saved that they will see the grace of the Lord and rejoice in the joy of the Lord. They will see that it is He alone who blesses them and will take their delight in him. 

We are blessed in a lasting manner only by the Lord’s forgiveness and the Lord’s provisions for us, which will never have us focused on the “things” but on praise and glory to Him who gave them. Romans 4:6-8. Joy that lasts in the soul of people is only that joy that is the fruit of the Holy Spirit flowing from within those who are focused on their secure place in His plan, and in their membership of his family. Galatians 5:22-23, Ephesians 5:8-12. Are we focused on the “stuff” of life that surrounds us, or on the one who gave us life and gives us all we need?

4  For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 5  For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire.

Deliverance is coming and it comes from the hands of the Lord through his servant the Messiah. It that day the yoke of servitude to evil men will be smashed in pieces as in the days of Gideon’s victory over Midian. Judges 7. 

It was not great numbers that defeated the hosts of Midian, it was the Lord’s doing with a small army of resolute men under a faith filled leader. The message is again of the “remnant” that can be used of the Lord, but it is even more focused on the delivering power of God without any help from man. It is a reminder to the people that though they are outnumbered they will yet be delivered, indeed the deliverance of the Lord from the army of Assyria will be far greater than that from under Midian.  

In Judges 7 Gideon still requires an army to go into battle and it is a bloody one, just as described here, with blood spilt in large quantities. This is contrasted to the final victory over Assyria that will comes in 715 BC when the army will be destroyed outside the gates of Jerusalem without any action by the Israelite army at all. A plague wipes them out and their end is fire as their camp is burned totally. 2 Kings 19, 2 Chronicles 32, Isaiah 37. Yet even that deliverance will be a minor one when compared to the final victory of Messiah over the enemies of the Lord God.

6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

This is one of the most well known verses of the Bible yet most couldn’t find it if they had to. Notice where it comes in this prophetic utterance of Isaiah. When men face the fact that they cannot deliver themselves and look to the Lord, and when his deliverer comes there is the arrival of the Lord’s anointed one. They seek a great conqueror, but they get a child! Isaiah does not speak of the Messiah riding in on a white horse, dressed like the soldiers he described in verse 5. His clothing is described as character traits; he is clothed in righteousness. Like Adam and Eve were created, he is clothed in the light of God; the character and attributes of God. Genesis 2:25, Refer to BTB – GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD, also LIGHT.   

If the names and title of the Messiah are studied here we can see that they are names and titles of God. Notice the child is “born” yet the son is “given”. This can only be the incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is a unique event described here, the coming of the God-Man as Saviour. Refer BTB – NAMES AND TITLES OF GOD.  

Notice the titles used here, and think about them firstly in terms of what is happening in Isaiah’s day rather than seeing these words in terms of the incarnation. These were words of hope for the people then, 720 years before the Lord’s birth. At this time the government is upon the shoulders of the evil king Ahaz. In the days of deliverance the government will rest upon the “shoulder” of the Lord alone. The shoulder is the part of the animal sacrificial offering that speaks of the power and strength of the animal, and this was specially offered to the Lord as part of the Levitical offerings. 
To offer the shoulder was to recognize that there was no strength in man to deliver himself. 2 Samuel 22:33, 1 Samuel 2:9,  Nehemiah 8:10, Psalms 27:1, 28:7-8, 33:16, 46:1, 62:7. All our strength is to be placed on the altar of God, for we cannot be delivered by the strength of our own body. Leviticus 7:32-34, 8:25-26, 9:21, 10:14-15, Numbers 6:19-20. Human power is not referred to here; rather this is the power of God. Psalms 2:6-12, 110:1-7, Jeremiah 23:5-8, Zechariah 6:12-13, 9:9-10, Matthew 11:27, Ephesians 1:19-23.

His name is “wonderful counsellor”, “mighty God”, “everlasting father”, and “prince of peace”. These are not the names of any ordinary child, but only of the Messiah. All the names are meant to be kept together and all refer to the one person. This became a real problem for later Jewish commentators and they broke the titles up to try to steer this passage away from messianic interpretation, but it is absolutely clear, “they will call his name” these titles. The titles combine both the human and the divine, and they do not fall into two separate groups of two, for the human is followed by the two divine names and then the human occurs again; the divine sandwiched between the human. The very list forming a picture of the hypostatic union.  Refer to the BTB – HYPOSTATIC UNION. 

The first name identifies the Lord as the source of all wisdom. Refer to BTB – WISDOM. He alone is the source of the true knowledge of the creator and the creation. The word for wonder indicates a characteristic beyond man’s full comprehension; too wonderful to be fully appreciated this side of eternity, given our limits. The Angel of the Lord indicates that his names cannot be known or spoken of amongst men because it is too wonderful/secret/beyond the comprehension of mankind. Judges 13:18. The wonder and glory of the Lord is a subject we do not reflect upon enough. He is wonderful and worthy of all praise. Job 42:3, Psalms 40:5, 78:4, 111:4, 119:129, 139:6, Matthew 7:22, Acts 2:11.

The second title is clearly a reference to God alone, for the word EL is used of God and this is used of the Father, or Jehovah alone. Deuteronomy 10:17, Nehemiah 9:32, Psalms 24:8, Jeremiah 32:18. The emphasis here is on mighty power and sovereignty. He has the power to rule and will rule. He has the power and might to completely control all the outcomes and he will; history is in his hands. Romans 9:5, Titus 2:13, Hebrews 1:6-14.

The third title refers to the rulership of the Lord God over the ages to come, as the ages past and present. It is the reminder that God is the author of time itself and the Lord of this world and the next. He is eternal life, where as, in him, we have everlasting life. We start to live and go on because of him, but he has no beginning nor ending. Genesis 1:1, John 1:1. Refer to the BTB for the doctrinal studies on ETERNAL LIFE, and for ETERNITY. Proverbs 8:22-23, Hebrews 2:10-15. 

The fourth title reminds us that there is no peace for the wicked, but there is peace to the people of God, for the Lord gives peace. Peace is only possible where there is complete control of events, for only then is the future secure and people can live in peace. Without absolute power there is no peace! Zechariah 9:10, Micah 5:4. Without rulership of all there is no secure peace. Only God can give peace! Refer to the BTB doctrinal study of PEACE. Hebrews 13:20-21.

7  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

The rule of the Lord, when it comes, will be total and final. Psalms 45:6, 72:1-7, Revelation 19:11, 20:11-12, 21:3-6. There will be no end of his rule, in contrast to the rulership of others, which does not last. Let us start from the last part of the verse and work back to the front of it. Note that the zeal of the Lord will perform what he wishes to perform. Ezekiel 36:21-36. God is working things out so that all will see and glory in the plan that expressed his character and perfection. Glory will be given to God, and glory is the objective of the plan. 

Now, with glory as the objective, notice what the Lord does to the throne of David. He sits on the throne and rules with peace and prosperity in holiness, such as the world has never seen before. The world will then see what was possible with a totally obedient king. 

The contrast is deliberate between the kingdom of Ahaz and that of the Lord, and the contrast is deliberately drawn between the Lord and this evil man. The family of David has fallen to a low ebb with Ahaz, but the power of God and the zeal of God for truth and the plan will ensure that it is fulfilled. Evil men rob themselves of joy, they do not rob the Lord of anything for his plan will work out! King Ahaz will die in his thirties under divine discipline; he will be side lined from history under the Sin unto Death. Refer BTB to the topic of SIN UNTO DEATH.  

8  The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon Israel. 9  And all the people shall know, even Ephraim and the inhabitant of Samaria, that say in the pride and stoutness of heart, 10  The bricks are fallen down, but we will build with hewn stones: the sycomores are cut down, but we will change them into cedars.

The prophetic vision of the future king now fades and Isaiah returns to his own time with a message directly to his people and their king. He challenges their pride and arrogance. They have proudly faced disaster and with arrogance they have said, “this will not hurt us”. Like Nietzsche they can say, “that which does not kill me will make me stronger”, yet still they will fail, despair and be killed, or suicide as Nietzsche did! Arrogance is such a waste of energy, for finally it is just foolishness covering stupidity. To believe that you control your own destiny is to be deluded at the most basic level.  These people sound courageous and strong, but they are simply deluded and deceived unto death. 

During World War II Sir Winston Churchill was courageous when he called on the people of the British Empire to fight to the end against Nazi tyranny, because he rightly concluded that Hitler was on the wrong side of history and those who stood against him would have to prosper in the plan of God. He took courage from this spiritual logic, was calm under pressure, and led the people through to victory through great adversity. That is what Isaiah is calling for here from his own leadership but they lack the spiritual logic.

This message is very similar to Isaiah’s contemporary Micah. Micah 1:1-9. The message of the three men, Isaiah, Micah and Zechariah run a parallel course. The Lord is very rarely left with only one messenger, for he seeks for there to always be at least two or three witnesses to all truths so that those who reject them have no excuse before him.  The next section has four symmetrical verses of prophecy, stretching from verse 8 through chapter 10 verse 4. The four sections/verses/strophes are:


1.
verses 8-12
God’s hand of judgment is still stretched out over the nations around them.


2.
verses 13-17
God’s hand is against the rulers of Israel and their offspring.


3.
verses 18-21
They will all turn on each other in their evil and the Lord uses it to judge them.


4.
verses 1-4
Their injustice is an insult to the righteousness and justice of God.

Their rebellion guarantees that the judgment of the Lord continues, and only the remnant who repents will be saved.

The greatest sin is pride, for it leads to all others and lacks conscience of the evil done. Proverbs 16:18, Malachi 3:13-18, 4:1-2. They have stoutly stood up to all that the Lord has said; they have rejected truth and held to lies, and have refused to face realities. They must all make atonement for what they have done in their evil. Their arrogance enables them to minimize the damage done to the land by them or their enemies, and they boast that if their brick building is torn down they will rebuild it with squared stones of marble, that if the sycamores are torn up then they will replant cedars; that the more God does to judge them the more they will work at undermining the impact of that judgment.   

11  Therefore the LORD shall set up the adversaries of Rezin against him, and join his enemies together; 12  The Syrians before, and the Philistines behind; and they shall devour Israel with open mouth. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.

There had been great fear towards the impact of the alliance between the Syrians, Philistines and Israelites of the Northern kingdom, but God will bring their plans to nothing. The Ephraimites would be swallowed up by the very people, the Syrians, they had hoped to join with, for in “gratitude” for their defeat by the Assyrians they would have required the Syrian Army to join them to attack Samaria. While the Israelites to the north saw their old allies in the armies of Assyria, so the southern kingdom came under pressure from their oldest enemy the Philistines. 2 Chronicles 28:18. From both ends of the land the enemy come to squeeze the disobedient people in the nut cracker of God’s justice. They are urged to repent before all is lost. 

13  For the people turneth not unto him that smiteth them, neither do they seek the LORD of hosts. 14  Therefore the LORD will cut off from Israel head and tail, branch and rush, in one day. 15  The ancient and honourable, he is the head; and the prophet that teacheth lies, he is the tail.

God looked for genuine repentance and a true turning to him after such evil rebellion for so long. The Lord sought fruit of repentance in the lives of the people he was bringing discipline to. There is effort required, but they will not take it. When we are away from the path it is always an effort to clamber up the rough bank back onto the smooth path, but the effort is worth it. This is the challenge with these people; they need to put all effort into reaching the path of righteousness again. They are blind to reality, and walk in deception rather than truth. Jeremiah 5:3-5, 31:18-20, Ezekiel 24:20-27, Hosea 3:4-5, 5:15, 7:10-16.

God is expressing bafflement through his prophet. How is it that they have not taken the discipline seriously? How is it that they have not looked at the people who are beating them and asked why? Why is it that they have not bowed before their God and asked why? They have not taken their burdens to the Lord and so they still have their burdens. This is the challenge for us all; for the promise of God awaits all who will cast all their cares upon him, but if we do not, then we are left with a burden that is unnecessary. 1 Peter 5:5-9. 

The real danger of satanic deception is embedded in this passage. The enemy seeks to create the personality disorders within men and women, thereby altering their perception of what is real and what isn’t real. If this is achieved the people will fail to see danger until too late and so will be destroyed. Narcissism is the enemy of mankind! Self centred pride and arrogant attitudes and actions are it’s visible character flaws, and they lead to death in a crisis!  

The result of their self deception is that the head and tail of the nation will be cut off in one day.  One way to see this is in economic terms, although this is not the specific meaning of this prophetic word. The very poor will always die quickly in catastrophe, for in once prosperous nations they are mostly people who have failed to see realities early and have failed to retrain or take opportunities to stay ahead of change. They perish first, but then the leadership is next, for they are the targets of the enemy invaders, who will seek their elimination so that lacking local leaders the conquered population is easier to control. While this is interesting it is not Isaiah’s message so let us get back to what he tells us his message is! 

The phrase “branch and rush” refers to the palm tree at the top and the swamp rush that ground level. The palm is the messianic symbol and stands for Israel as a nation. The crowds cut down palm leaves to wave before the Lord and cast at his feet as a symbol of their expectation that he would deliver them. Isaiah 19:15, Matthew 21:8-11, Luke 19:37-44, John 12:14-15. 

The disaster will be sudden, in one day they will both perish, and yet they do not need to. Revelation 18:8, 10, 17. It will be too late then, but it is not now, and while they can look out and see green fields they are urged to see the destruction that will come if they do not repent. Acts 2:37-40. While the two socio-economic extremes are referred to above, and that difference will be played out, it is not the thrust of the prophecy. The two extremes, of the palm tree and the rush, are seen as the prophet and the ruler. 

Pause for a minute and consider; ought not they to be together in God’s economy? How is it that they are seen as opposites? In the correct order of things both prophet and king are together as the end of the branch which is firmly attached or grounded in the tree and prosperously bearing spiritual fruit for the nation. John 15:1-8. They have become opposite forces in the nation with the king’s prosperity being lust driven, so the fruits are evil, and the nation’s appoint of attachment into the plan of God has become the lying words of the false prophets. They are in the tree, but attached only by lies of their own making. 

Now reconsider the image before us, for even that explanation is “too spiritual” and the meaning of the prophet is probably more basic. From the palm fronds waving in the sky to the things growing in swamps, all with be destroyed in one day. The image is one of catastrophe where even the balance of nature is affected. Palms can be burned, but swamp rush dies only after prolonged drought. Catastrophe at all levels is prophesied here. The majestic palm tree is burned to a blackened stump, and the marshes dry up and their lush green rushes die and blow away in the wind. 

At this time when Isaiah speaks, both groups look good and prosperous and powerful, yet their production is false and their prosperity is built upon lies. Without stability in the truth of God’s Word they will perish unless they repent. The elders, who ought to be both old and wise, are referred to as “honourable”, but are anything but that. And the prophets who ought to speak for God speak lies only.

16  For the leaders of this people cause them to err; and they that are led of them are destroyed. 17  Therefore the LORD shall have no joy in their young men, neither shall have mercy on their fatherless and widows: for every one is an hypocrite and an evildoer, and every mouth speaketh folly. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.

The leaders ought to be leading the people into safe places and protecting the state and those in it, yet they are leading everyone astray, into sin and evil, and the result will be total destruction. They are accused of deliberately leading them astray, and God makes it clear he holds them responsible for their actions. Matthew 15:14, 23:15-22. 

They did not spare the flower of the nation’s youth, but rather enjoyed sending them to hell and destruction as they followed the old men’s lusts.  

These leaders have not concerned themselves with the consequences of their actions, nor the suffering of those who follow their advice, and so an entire generation has been destroyed and more will be in the terrible years that are to come. God takes no pleasure in the deeds of those who destroy those for whom they had care and protection responsibility. Psalms 147:10-11, Ezekiel 20:33-36. 

18  For wickedness burneth as the fire: it shall devour the briers and thorns, and shall kindle in the thickets of the forest, and they shall mount up like the lifting up of smoke. 19  Through the wrath of the LORD of hosts is the land darkened, and the people shall be as the fuel of the fire: no man shall spare his brother.

They have started a fire of evil and it will burn until all is consumed by it. Fire is a biblical image of the power of evil, for once let loose it will keep on burning and there will be nothing left. Fire has a life of it’s own and unless starved of fuel, heat or oxygen it will rage to greater and greater heights. This is the picture of the impact of evil in a person or a nation, and then the impact of the judgment of that evil. Numbers 11:1-3, Deuteronomy 32:19-22, Amos 7:4, Nahum 1:6-10, Malachi 4:1, John 15:6-9. 

They have fed their lusts rather than fed their righteousness and so the evil has grown and now serious attention is required to stop the slide into disaster. The Lord will begin his judgment by burning away all the thorns and briars of evil first, but the fire will reach even to the great trees, the beautiful parts and peoples of the land. The contrast between the thorns and the great trees of the forests is a contrast between, small and great, between the useless choking weeds that have eaten up the fields and the great trees, that are useful for fruit or timber. The fires of judgment will burn right up to the useful forests, which will fill with the smoke of God’s presence, and of judgment, but they will be saved. Psalms 37:18-20, 23-28, 39-40, Hosea 13:3, 9-10. 

One of the terrible things about the judgment of evil men, is that as they fall and see their ill-gotten riches slipping away through their fingers, that they turn then on their previous friends and try to drag them down to hell with them. We express this in the old proverb, “misery loves company”. As the judgment falls the evil ones fall on each other. The vision of judgment in Isaiah 8:21 occurs again here. Many of Isaiah’s themes are repeated, for the Lord gives many opportunities to his people to repent; to face the truth and change their destiny. Party and factious spirits get hold of the people who have rejected the words of the Lord, and the result is the great evil of jealousy’s children; violence, theft, betrayal and murder follow jealousy, and so the nation tears itself apart, even ahead of the enemy troops. 2 Peter 2:4-9.

20  And he shall snatch on the right hand, and be hungry; and he shall eat on the left hand, and they shall not be satisfied: they shall eat every man the flesh of his own arm: 21  Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, Manasseh: and they together shall be against Judah. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.

The saddest thing about the blind panic of evil men, is that they destroy their own strength without even seeing what they are doing. They destroy themselves and others and yet there is no end of their lust, for they are never satisfied with their actions. Sin and evil are both like this; there is no satisfaction in them or their works. The two tribes that led the way in the evil of rebellion for their own ends in Judges 8:1, 12:1-4, and 2 Samuel 19:43, now finish their history with open attack upon their brethren in the south. For this reason the Lord’s hands remain stretched out in judgment over them.

APPLICATION
APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
There is comfort and joy in the soul of those who are obedient to the Word of God, even in the midst of great turmoil in the nation. The source of hope is only and ever in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, for he alone is the Lord of lords and the victor in history. It is his plan not ours, yet we are a part of the plan in our union with him. All our meaning and all our peace comes from our relationship with him, and our obedience to the plan. 

2. 
The people facing judgment faced it because they got distracted by wealth and the gaining of it, without concern for ethics. They became obsessed with their wealth, yet they did not see that no wealth lasts, and that all is left behind when death calls. How obsessed are we with the “stuff” of this life that cannot last? Let us examine our hearts in these matters and be clear of our priorities.

3. 
Deliverance, in extreme situations is from the Lord alone, for then no man can help us. The people are caught in a battle of their king’s making and they will all perish unless the Lord moves to save them. Our hope is in the Lord alone, and he is coming again to rule over this world. Things can look very dark at times and we be moved to despair but we never need to be. How strongly do you reflect at times on the coming again of the Lord? Do you see this phase of world history in terms of his coming again for the church and to rule over the earth?

4. 
The personal identity of the Lord is clear; he is King of kings and Lord of all lords, and he is the unique Saviour of the World. He alone gives peace and he alone provides the power to live in righteousness. He is the one to worship and adore, and he is the subject of prophetic scripture. See how strongly this prophecy speaks of the Lord and see the plan of God working out through time, and then see the plan working out in your own life, and so find the peace of God to walk through this world’s pressures with eyes fixed on him.

5. 
The challenge of this chapter, as of all in Isaiah, is to see things through spiritual logic; identifying the path of God and resting secure in the Lord’s work and ways. If we are on the right side of history we are secure, and if we are on the wrong side we are lost no matter how powerful we may appear to be. Let us walk with him on the right side of every issue and make our decisions on the basis of God’s logic.

6. 
Once people begin a path of evil there is an inevitable end that they must share with those they have convinced to join them in it. Judgment is certain, just “not yet”! When we see the world we are challenged to see it in God’s way, identifying the Lord’s plan and how it will work out, and we are challenged to rejoice now in his provision and his plan.
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ISAIAH CHAPTER 10
1  Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness which they have prescribed; 2  To turn aside the needy from judgment, and to take away the right from the poor of my people, that widows may be their prey, and that they may rob the fatherless! 3  And what will ye do in the day of visitation, and in the desolation which shall come from far? to whom will ye flee for help? and where will ye leave your glory? 4  Without me they shall bow down under the prisoners, and they shall fall under the slain. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.

These verses form the last of the stanzas of the vision from chapter 9. It begins with the classic Mosaic “woe” that reminds us of the reference back to the blessings (beatitudes) and curses of Deuteronomy 27-28. There are reasons why the Lord’s hand of judgment is still stretched out over them, and Moses has mentioned them all in this passage. Isaiah affirms the righteousness and justice of God prophetically through his message, tying together the Torah, Writings (Psalms), and the Prophetic word through himself and his contemporaries, making it clear to them all that they have been warned for nearly 800 years of these truths. One hundred years after this time Jeremiah will write a similar warning, and the last to Judah. Jeremiah 22:13-19. 


God is interested in the political actions of men and women, and takes particular notice of unrighteous actions. There is a solemn curse (woe) placed over those who make decrees (Acts of Parliament in our day, as well as decisions of judges) that have no basis in righteousness, and are there solely to exploit or abuse others. God hates injustice, and so ought we his people! It is not wrong to speak out against evil in government or injustice in the courts, nor is it wrong to be involved in politics to stand for righteousness; the only proviso is that the person involved must be sure that politics is where the Lord wants them, for it is a dangerous place to be, for it is, with the pulpit, where the judgment always begins. Habakkuk 2:4-19, Matthew 11:20-27, Luke 11:40-53, Jude 11.

These evil men “write their own prescriptions” for their own benefits, and according to their own policies and purposes, not for any concern for national justice or righteousness. They work totally self centredly, motivated for selfish gain not the national good. They are condemned for their narcissism; indeed as we go through Isaiah and the other prophets we can see that a “Narcissistic score card” of a nation’s leaders gives a clue to how close they are to judgment. The self centred and narcissistic nature of our own day should make us concerned for ourselves, for such pride and self centred attitudes indicate that our own nation, like Judah, is well advanced in the grip of evil. Micah 3:1-4, 9-11.

Notice in verse 2 how their strategy is well seen by the Lord. They turn away the needy from the path where justice is to be obtained and they pervert judgment, then they exploit the now vulnerable person for their own ends. Amos 2:4-12. God has warned them in their history, for he has destroyed greater people then them before, and for less than they have done. Amos 5:7-15, Malachi 3:5-7. 

To abuse the weak and vulnerable brings a special curse from the Lord upon the life of the evil person. The two categories of vulnerable were the widow and the orphan, who deserved special protection and care, but who would often be reduced to prostitution, begging, or slavery through the careless or callous actions of those tasked by God to care for them. Exodus 22:22, Deuteronomy 10:18-21, 14:28-29, 16:10-14, 24:19-21, 26:12-13, 27:19, Jeremiah 7:6, Ezekiel 22:7, Matthew 23:14. To care for the widows was a special concern for the early church, which established the office of deacon and deaconess for that purpose. Acts 6.

The question of verse three is directed to those who have gained great wealth and “glory” from their exploitation of the vulnerable. When they become the prey of the Assyrians, where will they seek help from? Who will they go to for help and where will they hide their wealth? All the clothing that they have stolen from the vulnerable, and all the wealth they have hidden away is lost to them; either they hide it and die, never to return to uplift their store, or they are captured and the Assyrians seize their goods. 

Archaeologists have found several caches of goods hidden by people in the ruins of their cities; the owners never returned to get them, for they were either dead of slaves until death. Injustice reaps it’s reward, and it is a terrible one. The principle here is clear; as a man sows, so will be reaped! Galatians 6:7-8.

5  O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation. 6  I will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets.

The Assyrians are the great nation of power in the lands of the Middle East of the time, but these verses make it clear that the Lord sees them as simply the powers to be used by him for his purposes to deal with his people. These verses make it clear who will be the spoiler and who will be the spoiled; who will be the hunter and who the prey. 

The Assyrian people at this time were still cruel conquerors, and a series of kings were in charge of the Empire and they killed each other with as much relish as they killed others. They worshipped the gods of power and war. The reason they are God’s chosen “instrument” for divine discipline is because they will be so thorough in their judging; they will leave nothing left. The Jewish people have chosen to worship evil rather than good, so the Lord’s chosen instrument of judgment is the very people who illustrate best the worship of evil. 

Israel has chosen to worship the gods of Assyria, so by the gods of Assyria will they be judged. The demons under Satan’s control are behind the gods of the pagan nations. Psalms 96:4-5. Satan finds it impossible to control his own ego-centric troops, so those who select his side to follow in the Angelic Conflict have selected a self destructive force to belong to, for he cannot bring order out of the chaos that evil creates; only God can bring order out of chaos. As the world begins with God bringing order out of the chaos, Genesis 1:1ff, so it ends with the Lord’s return to bring order out of the chaos that Satan has created during the Great Tribulation. Revelation 19:11-21. Refer to BTB – ANGELIC CONFLICT.

The reason for the judgment of Israel in the north and Judah in the south is spelt out; they are a nation of hypocrites. God hates hypocrisy. Matthew 15:1-11. They have stirred up God’s indignation and righteous anger on account of their sins and their evil attitudes. They have pretended to be followers of the true God but have in fact served the enemy of man, Satan himself. The judgment that falls is that which always falls upon Satan and his followers, for they are allowed by the Lord lee way for a time only. 

All great evil nations and empires have fallen after their days were up, for they all have a limit that God sets. They are on the wrong side of history, and they are allowed to rise and rule simply so that at the final judgment Satan cannot say that he and his people were not given enough power to prove what they could do. At every age of history he and his people prove what they can do and it is evil and destructive, for Satan’s sin is selfishness and his followers all share that sin. This is always the final judgment on evil; for it to be left to a stage where it self-destructs in it’s self centredness. 

Satan is proved bankrupt through history, for neither his plans nor his people are able to bring about any lasting good when they have absolute power. History is the account of the superiority of God’s plan over Satan’s, of God’s plan over his plans; it is the living illustration of the power of the Holy Spirit as superior to the power of self centred evil. Psalms 17:13-15, 125:4-5, Jeremiah 3:6-15.

Assyria will be the chosen tool of God to judge the evil in his own people who have refused all attempts to recover them from their own evil. But Assyria herself will be judged and will go down into the depths just over one hundred years from the date of Isaiah’s prophecy. Assyria is one Empire that did not decline and fall, it fell at the pinnacle of it’s power. 

The Babylonian king would lead his troops through the gap in the walls of the great city of Nineveh but then even great Babylon would be destroyed herself. The prophet Jeremiah prophesied the total fall of all nations that are used as the “Lord’s battle axe” in Jeremiah 51: 20-25. Both cities are now simply heaps of rubble; they truly became burned mountains of mud bricks in waste lands of deserts, where once were the hanging gardens of plenty. It is a serious thing to get onto the wrong side of history, for there is only judgment and destruction there. Micah 7:10. 

The Lord sent two prophets with specific messages to the Assyrians, just as he sent two prophets directly to the Babylonians; for the Lord is just and fair, even regarding these nations that he will judge totally. Jonah was sent to Assyria and led a great revival there, beginning with the conversion of the King. Jonah 3:1-10, 4:10-11.

 Isaiah’s contemporary Nahum gives the last message to Nineveh, as she has by that stage rejected the message that their grandfathers had accepted from Jonah. Nahum 1:1-8, 14, 2:13, 3:1-7, 11-19. Babylon is warned by Daniel and Ezekiel in the land and by the words of Jeremiah in Israel. King Nebuchadnezzar is saved and many become believers in the true God in this Empire, as in the Medio-Persian one that follows. Daniel 4, 6:25-28.

7  Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think so; but it is in his heart to destroy and cut off nations not a few.

Assyria is under God’s will being allowed to judge, but they will lift themselves up in their pride and take too much to themselves and so will be judged. They will go too far, just as the Babylonians will after them under Belshazzer. Assyria intended to destroy as many nations as they could and spread out a wasteland around their borders as a buffer “green zone”. They “intended” things, taking charge of history, as they saw it, yet they were over stepping their role and destiny, and so were destroyed themselves. 

Many voices are raised today, in public and in self help books, urging the power of positive thinking, the power of seizing destiny and carving out your place in the world. Some such philosophies are marketed as “Christian”, yet we see here God’s judgment spoken over such things. The Bible is clear; there is a path for each of us that is written, and we are to walk it for blessing, and we deviate from it only to judgment. We are challenged constantly in Isaiah to see that God has a plan and it is working out through time; we are called to take our chosen part in the plan and correctly orient ourselves to history. We are either on the chariot of the Lord’s purpose or under it’s wheels! He intends all things for his glory and the blessing of all who will submit to his will and play their part in his plan. Genesis 50:19-20, Micah 4:11-12, Acts 2:22-24. Refer BTB – PLAN OF GOD.

8  For he saith, Are not my princes altogether kings? 9  Is not Calno as Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad? is not Samaria as Damascus? 10  As my hand hath found the kingdoms of the idols, and whose graven images did excel them of Jerusalem and of Samaria; 11  Shall I not, as I have done unto Samaria and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her idols?

The king of Assyria used the titles of “Great King”, and even “King of kings”. Isaiah 36:4, Ezekiel 26:7. He had truly lifted himself up and loved the power and it’s cruel exercise. In the records of Assyria that have survived the king records twenty three kings who came and did homage to him as supreme over them, including Pekah and Ahaz. 

Isaiah’s prophecy is directed to Ahaz who thinks he can stand against this great king, who is in effect “God’s general” who will execute judgment over the south as he has over the north. The list of cities that Isaiah gives here indicates the places recently taken by Sargon. The great cities of Calno (Calneh of Genesis 10:10, Amos 6:2), Carchemish, Hamath, Arpad, Samaria, and Damascus, all have fallen to Sargon, and Judah has less power and might in her armies than them all.

Each of these nations trusted in their idols to protect them and each were destroyed. If Judah keeps on trusting in the idols of the nations it too will be destroyed, just as Amos had also said several years before. Amos 1:1-5. God has warned these people many times. Those who blaspheme the name of the Lord will answer to him in history and in eternity. We either win twice or lose twice; those who serve the Lord have spiritual blessings in time and blessedness in eternity, but those who trust in their wealth and power get all the worry and frustrations that they bring in time and judgment in eternity.

12  Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath performed his whole work upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks.

The Lord will use the king of Assyria to punish those who ought to have known better, but then it will be his turn because he does not deal with his own pride and arrogance before his creator. The King who destroys Samaria is murdered by his own son as he worships in the temple of his god! He served a god of military power and so he dies at the hands of the one he did it all for, who truly worshipped power himself, and sought it through the murder of his own father. 

The fruit of this man’s pride was his son, and this fruit destroys him. All the fruit of his work of conquering is therefore lost to him in death, as it always is for all men who live for things that do not last into eternity. This man blasphemed the Lord God and this signed his death warrant in the very temple of the god he lifted higher than the true God. He was without excuse for the words of Jonah and Nahum had been heard and rejected by this generation of Assyrians. He would be wiped out but the nation, in God’s grace because of the godly repentance of a previous generation, would have another hundred years before they were wiped from the earth finally and fully. There will finally be no mercy shown to those who show no mercy. God’s judgment “will come to pass” because it is settled and securely part of his plan; Assyria has chosen to stand on the wrong side of history.

13  For he saith, By the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom; for I am prudent: and I have removed the bounds of the people, and have robbed their treasures, and I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant man: 14  And my hand hath found as a nest the riches of the people: and as one gathereth eggs that are left, have I gathered all the earth; and there was none that moved the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped.

It is a dangerous thing for a man to set himself up against God’s people. The more arrogance that is shown the more will judgment fall. One man stands out as full of arrogance, yet also able to repent and be saved and who through his suffering did so; Nebuchadnezzar. Exodus 15:9-13, Psalms 20:7-9, 36:9, 37:21-28, 34, Daniel 4:27-37. 

The boast of the “great king” is the boast that even the birds were destroyed from the land, their trees burned, their eggs smashed. He was so great that he removed the dawn song from the land and left only devastation. What sort of person would boast of such a thing? Who would rejoice in the death of species of birds? Only a man who is totally out of step with his responsibilities on the earth as the steward of God’s creation, for such a man has forgotten he is but a creature. 

Have we not seen such men in our own day? Such men as this in finance and business make millions from the rape and pillage of land and sea and then greedily spend their wealth according to their own lusts. They reap their reward and the misery of their lives is but a foretaste of eternal judgment. Pride quickly becomes contempt and such deep despising of God’s creation leads inevitably to judgment. God is not mocked, and it is only his grace and mercy that delays his execution of judgment, for he gives maximum time for such men to repent. Psalms 17:13-15, 18:1-6, 2 Peter 3:1-10. 

15  Shall the axe boast itself against him that heweth therewith? or shall the saw magnify itself against him that shaketh it? as if the rod should shake itself against them that lift it up, or as if the staff should lift up itself, as if it were no wood. 16  Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send among his fat ones leanness; and under his glory he shall kindle a burning like the burning of a fire.

When a man or nation is used as the judgment of God it is crucial that they do not forget that they are simply a tool in the hands of God; they are but the wooden handle of the axe God has used to cut down the tree, but they are not cutting down the tree, the Lord is. When we are used of the Lord for a great work we are to remember that it is his work, not ours. We are all “but wood”; we all decay away over time. Fortunately for us he remembers that we are dust! Psalms 103:14. 

The Lord will remind them of their true nature by two actions. Firstly he reminds them that their prosperity depends upon him, so there is famine and as they are hungry they remember that unless they are fed by the rains God gives they will starve. Secondly they experience their vulnerability through the Lord’s kindling a fire under the arrogant, for fire reminds wood of it’s nature; it burns! They will remember that they are but men who die, and as they face that truth they will confront their need of a Saviour. They still may reject him, but they will be without excuse in that day.

17  And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day; 18  And shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful field, both soul and body: and they shall be as when a standard-bearer fainteth.

God is purifying fire; he is the light of the world. With this fire he purifies and with the light that shines he reveals the truth about these people to them and they then have no excuse not to repent. Deuteronomy 9:3, 1 John 1:5-10. The area around Assyria was fertile, irrigated plain, but it will become thistle and bramble covered and yet even these will be burned up with the fire of judgment. The great array of the Assyrian armies is also referred to here, for they too were to be burned just like a field of dry thistles shaking in the fresh wind. The great army that will surround Jerusalem was to be destroyed by some form of plague and all the dead men and their equipment would be burned to stop the spread of the disease.

They rejoiced in two opposites; like the arrogant wealthy man who rejoices in his manicured garden, but still destroys other lands elsewhere for his own profit. These people delighted in their great forests and yet destroyed other people’s trees. All that they delight in will be reduced to ashes, just as they reduced other lands to ashes. It will be like a sick man dying. What an image Isaiah paints here of a lingering whimpering death. They will pine away to nothing.

19  And the rest of the trees of his forest shall be few, that a child may write them. 20  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay upon the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.

There will be so few left of the things the Assyrians glory in that a small boy will be able to count and name them. In our day we would say, ‘you could name them on the fingers of one hand”. Of the great army that encamped against Jerusalem only a handful escaped the plague and got back to their city. Up until this time the remnant of survivors amongst the Jews had trusted in the Assyrians to “stay” them and support them, but seeing their “allies” destroyed they will turn away from this evil power and trust again in the Lord who would have been their strength from the very start. Micah 5:3-7, Romans 9:14-24, 11:3-6. 

God’s purpose in all his actions is to get man to see in whom he ought to trust, honour and obey. God seeks worship, honour and glory be given to him as the creator; that mankind acknowledge the truth and stop deluding himself with a lie. It is not pride in God that he seeks worship – it is a logical and righteous demand from the creator of all that he be recognized and no other as the source of all things. Genesis 18:25. All knees will bow to him at the end of time, for all will be forced to face the truth then. Satan can blind those who wish to delude themselves, but the day comes when the deluder and the deluded face the same fate. Isaiah 45:23, Romans 14:10-13, Philippians 2:9-13.

21  The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. 22  For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return: the consumption decreed shall overflow with righteousness. 23  For the Lord GOD of hosts shall make a consumption, even determined, in the midst of all the land.

The remnant will return to the Lord and give him his correct name; the mighty one. Previously they had given this name to the Assyrian king, but the Lord has shown that he was neither mighty nor lasting in his power. Even if the numbers of the people were as the sands of the seashore yet still but a remnant will return to the Lord. It is the narrow way that is the way of salvation and few there be that find it in each generation. Man is truly blind preferring lies to truth, but the day does dawn where he cannot hide himself from the truth any longer. Matthew 7:14. John 3:16-19, 1 John 2:8-11. 

God’s finished work is righteousness, and he will judge and deliver in absolute righteousness, with no-one in that day raising any complaint about his unfairness in any matter for all will be seen then as he sees it now. As creatures of space and time we can glimpse these things only now, yet we can all see enough to be saved. 

Why is it that man does not respond to the truth today? Man is trapped in his own delusion and desire to sit under his own sun and enjoy his own BBQ by his own beach. None of these things belong to us at all!  How can mankind delude itself so thoroughly so as to forget that they are creatures of a creator? The single word answer is “evil” – the policy of Satan, rather than the policy of God. As he rebelled against truth so does unsaved man, focused on their own pleasure rather than God’s goodness. 

People simply do not want to make room for God in their life; they cling to the desire for self centred pleasure rather than obedient service to their creator. In their pride they do not want to be told to be grateful to anyone, even the one who made them! They have determined, by their own free will, to work against God and believe that he will let them off the hook later, but the truth is otherwise, for the Lord has determined their judgment and it is already written as going to occur. 

24  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD of hosts, O my people that dwellest in Zion, be not afraid of the Assyrian: he shall smite thee with a rod, and shall lift up his staff against thee, after the manner of Egypt.

Doctor McGee, of “Thru the Bible Radio”, always used to say, “whenever a ‘therefore’ occurs in the text always ask what it is there for”. Notice that this verse begins with a ‘therefore’.  Because the fate of Assyria is already written into God’s plan and the deliverance of Judah is also written into the plan, the people are to relax in the plan, even in the midst of pressure. They are to see the deliverance of the Lord more clearly than they see the armies of Assyria around the city. 

It will be as the deliverance was in the days of the Exodus with the Egyptian army behind them and the Red Sea parted to allow them to escape. Exodus 14: 8-31. Psalms 77:16-20, 106:6-12. 

This same challenge applies to us; we are to see the Lord’s deliverance from our pressure situations more clearly than we see the pressures. If the worry we have woken with today is financial, then we are to see the Lord’s provision for work to earn the money, or money that will simply be received, as more real than the worry. We are to get into the habit of praise, thanking God in advance, for the answers to our earnest prayers for deliverance. They will be smitten with a rod by Assyria, but they will be delivered, Assyria will not be! At times the Lord allows us to be disciplined. Refer BTB – doctrine of DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS.

25  For yet a very little while, and the indignation shall cease, and mine anger in their destruction. 26  And the LORD of hosts shall stir up a scourge for him according to the slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb: and as his rod was upon the sea, so shall he lift it up after the manner of Egypt.

Another incident from the generation after the Exodus is referred to as evidence that faith in God works out in deliverance, and the people are to stand still and see the salvation of the Lord, and they are to be active in obedience in the midst of the Lord’s work to save them. Total passivity is not called for, for they are to advance when he says advance. They are to obey in all things, not just sit by and watch. The Lord opened up the sea but they had to walk through the path opened up. 

The Egyptians were destroyed by the waves of the returning sea through which the Israelites had passed safely, and the Assyrians would be destroyed in the same manner. It is a wonderful thing here, for the nation of Assyria passes out of history due to a flood of the river around the city of Nineveh that swept away a large section of the wall letting the enemy armies in. They literally flooded into the open city and destroyed it. The Midianites were defeated by the Lord’s strategy being followed by Gideon, but the Israelites had to obey the Lord and fight them all through the day the Lord provided for them. Judges 7:15-25. Faith leads to deliverance through obedience. Let us remember these principles and obey the Word of God each day with faith applied into our worries to eliminate them and replace them with rejoicing. Philippians 4:4-13.

27  And it shall come to pass in that day, that his burden shall be taken away from off thy shoulder, and his yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed because of the anointing.

Two images of oppression are used by Isaiah to illustrate their present situation and their deliverance from it. Firstly the burden will be taken from the shoulders and the yoke of slavery from off the neck. To “pass under the yoke”, was the sign of defeat and the indication that those so pressed under the yoke were now slaves of their captors. The wicked king Ahaz had called upon the Assyrians to assist instead of calling upon God, and in place of deliverance there was slavery to the king of Assyria. Instead of freedom there was the burden on their shoulder of constant tribute monies to be found to pay the Assyrians. Ahaz had sought man’s solution to the threat from men, and the result of slavery to even more evil men than those he sought deliverance from. Man’s solutions that ignore God will always lead the carnal into greater problems. 

The promise of God here, through his prophet is hopeful however; there is deliverance by the hand of God, for it is he all along who alone had the power to remove their burdens. God never had a power shortage to save them, it is just that they did not ask! Isaiah 50:2, 59:1, 1 Peter 5:6-7. The next phrase is a mysterious one. How will the yoke of slavery be destroyed by “the anointing”? 

There is some difference of opinion as to the Hebrew word’s meaning here amongst Hebrew scholars; some arguing that it is deliverance from the “fat of the neck of the oxen”, others that it is a reference to the truly anointed one. What makes most sense in the context is the latter, for the yoke is not cast off because of Judah’s “fat neck”. The fat was a sign of prosperity and that is an altogether inappropriate image, as this people are going into judgment, not into blessing at this point. Their deliverance will come from their humility before their God, not because they are “fat”. 

The anointing oil was poured over both priest and king in Israel and this is the symbol that makes the most sense. This nation of Judah, with it’s centre in Jerusalem was still God’s covenant people, set apart by holy anointing to serve him. They have failed to be the people they were consecrated to be, but because of their position through the anointing they will be delivered. We are always delivered because of our position in Christ, never because of any personal merit, and so it was with the nation of Judah. Psalms 2:1-4, 3:3-6, 20:6-9, 105:3, 13-15, 132:9-18.  The Lord calls us all to walk worthy of our calling and remember who we are in Christ Jesus. Ephesians 4:1, Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12, 2 Thessalonians 1:5-11.  

28  He is come to Aiath, he is passed to Migron; at Michmash he hath laid up his carriages: 29  They are gone over the passage: they have taken up their lodging at Geba; Ramah is afraid; Gibeah of Saul is fled. 30  Lift up thy voice, O daughter of Gallim: cause it to be heard unto Laish, O poor Anathoth. 31  Madmenah is removed; the inhabitants of Gebim gather themselves to flee. 32  As yet shall he remain at Nob that day: he shall shake his hand against the mount of the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem.

This is a very accurate description of the Assyrian army’s invasion of the land, for the towns mentioned are those that the enemy attacked and in this very order. The army swept south along the coast road and then up to Jerusalem from the south road that went down to Egypt. 

This was a masterful strategic plan for it cut off any support from the south, ensured that there was no garrison alive to reinforce the city of Jerusalem and cover the road to Egypt up which any Egyptian army would come. The specific nature of the prophecy will be important later when the invasion occurs, because it gives the prophet credibility when he speaks to the king and court concerning their deliverance. His specific prophecy relating to the invasion gives foundational evidence that what he says about the final result of the invasion will be as true as what he said about it’s coming reality. 

33  Behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, shall lop the bough with terror: and the high ones of stature shall be hewn down, and the haughty shall be humbled. 34  And he shall cut down the thickets of the forest with iron, and Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one.

Even though the Assyrian army creates terror in this march the prophet reminds all that it is the Lord who does this, not the Assyrians by themselves. He is the one in charge not the king of Assyria. They conquer the land of Judah because they are allowed to, not because they cannot be stopped, or are invincible. God will bring them down with a plague outside the walls of the city and they will net even fire an arrow into the city. God will later bring the very walls of their city down so that the coalition led by Nebuchadnezzar can enter in and destroy them. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
There are two paths for man. We daily face the choice as to which path we will take this day; will we walk by faith in the promises and directives of the Word of God, or will we walk according to the flesh in active sin, evil or the passive sin of disbelief. Let us walk in faith, hope and obedience to the Word of God, depending on his character, and power, and plan, deviating neither into panic and despair, nor sin or evil.

2. 
The only dangerous place to be is where the Lord does not want us. We are safe in his plan and secure in his promises as we walk in obedience to his directives. Narcissism is the danger of all politics and prosperity, for men look to themselves and start to make plans ignoring their relationship with, and responsibilities to their creator.  

3. 
Where are you believer in relation to the march of history in your nation? Are you on the right side of history or on the enemy’s side trusting in wealth and power? In Christ we have the anointing of the Holy Spirit and living in the filling of the Spirit places us firmly in the correct place to face all the pressures that this life can throw at us. Let us walk in the spirit and so fulfil the plan that the Lord has for us.

4. 
God hates all hypocrisy; he despises playacting, and seeks honesty and integrity from those who would serve him in truth. Let us leave aside any acting we have been trained into through our church experiences. We are not to emulate and copy the antics of television evangelists, nor so called famous Christians, for many will later be shown to be frauds, simply milking God’s people of their money. We are to follow Christ and be like him; there is simply no other standard for us! Let us walk in obedience to the truth and not be distracted by the lies of the enemy.

5. 
No-one has power in this world without the Lord’s permission. There is a saying that “every nation has the government it deserves”, and in a way that sums up this principle also. If we have corrupt government it is because we are corrupt for they mimic their constituents. God allows evil people to rule in order to discipline a nation. Before we complain about government we ought to pray for them in accordance with the demands of scripture. 

If we are under judgment as a nation the answer is not to join a political party, the answer is to pray and work within the local church to bring revival to the church and bring the message of salvation to the lost.  Isaiah’s prayer, witness and Bible teaching saves his nation and so will our spiritual fruit save our nation if it is still possible to be saved! We will only know this after we have done what Isaiah did! Let us pray and preach and evangelize, and let us live in hope for the salvation of the lost and the revival of the spirit of those who have fallen into carnality. 

6. 
Do not be upset by the arrogance and pride of the unsaved or carnal. Do not envy the wealthy man’s cars or houses, or holiday homes. Leave him with his wealth and all the stress it will bring him over time. This pride on his part, and envy on yours, is the sort of mental attitude sin that bible doctrine teaches you to expect. Do not be distracted or distressed by such things; to pout or weep and wail over such things is to show you are weak in the Word. 

Be strong in the truth and stand for it in the market place and resist all mental attitude sins associated with envy! Trust in the Lord and his Word and walk in it, preaching the truth by lips and life. God’s word needs no defence, nor apology; just live it and give it strongly and systematically to all who will hear.

7. 
The day of judgment hastens for all men. We all move steadily closer to death with every day we live. God moves in history and you are either on his vehicle or under it! Leave judgment with the Lord and seek the blessing of all men through the acceptance of the truth you preach. God is not short of power to deal with men, it is just an issue of timing. Leave all this with God and use the time of grace you have to warn all you meet who will hear the truth.

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

GOD:  PLAN OF GOD 

CHURCH:  DISCIPLINE 

CHURCH:  PASTORAL DISCIPLINE 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH  

DELIVERANCE

PROMISES

NOTES
ISAIAH CHAPTER 11

1  And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:  2  And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 3  And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 4  But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth: with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

There is great hope here, and we all recognize these verses as referring to the Lord Jesus Christ who is coming to this judged nation 700 years later. This is a messianic prophecy and what follows is a prophetic insight into the conditions that will exist upon the earth during the Millennial reign of the Lord. Refer back to the last chapter and remind yourself of the last two verses. The judgment that will fall upon the nation will lead to all the leadership being wiped out, with the great tree of Israel being reduced to a stump; it’s mightiest braches cut and the forest of the people levelled even to the thickets and briars. It is the destruction of the nation in view leaving nothing but devastation and blighted tree stumps. The great joy of Chapter eleven is that new life comes from the dead stump, and it is coming from the part of the tree stump that belongs to the house of David. The northern kingdom had rejected David’s house as their source of kings, but it is God’s plan that this rejected house remains the hope and destiny of the nation.  

Note the phrase of verse 1. The branch will “come forth”; for the birth of the Messiah is of God’s grace, not their deserving nor work. The birth of the Saviour will occur from the time of blight following the judgment that is coming in 586 BC. The Age of the Gentiles will have dawned and the power of Israel as a separate powerful nation is nearly over as Isaiah speaks. They have a few kings to run yet but their days are limited, but this will not stop the true Son of David from emerging from the stump of the nation. 

Paul will take this image and expand upon it in Romans 11:16-27, drawing upon this passage and also Deuteronomy 32:21. He pictures the nation as the olive tree of God, and the breaking or pruning away of the natural branches so that they can be replaced with new ones, forming a new tree, the church, which will combine both Jew and Gentile, but finally there being a re-grafting of the old branches so that Israel herself is restored in belief and worship of their true king. The nation’s destiny is linked to the house of David and the rejection of that house, even by the majority, will not stop that house being their hope and future joy. God’s plan is not changed by the majority vote of man against it!

The words for “rod” and “branch” are the smallest parts of the tree, the smallest shoots of life from the dead stump. The branch shall grow from the roots, the lowest part of the tree, so close to the ground that it has been overlooked by the destroyer of the tree. 

The humble nature of the Lord’s birth and his low social station is referred to here, for he was born to a lowly family that was so humble and poor that the King who had usurped the throne, Herod the Great, was unable to even identify and locate the family. He had a poor upbringing where hard work earned bread and where there was no great wealth of the sort that had led astray the kings of old. The true King will emerge from humility not the palace, and his spirit will be different from that of the men who ruled in Isaiah’s day. Jeremiah 23:5-6, Acts 13:21-25. 

In verses 2 and 3 it shows our power and strength comes from the Lord alone if it is real and stable. Matthew 3:16-17. The spirit of the Lord alone gives the power to stand in the tough places within the plan of God. The Spirit of God will rest upon him and the signs of the spirit will be seen in his life and work. Galatians 5:22-23.   His spirit is characterized by wisdom, understanding, counsel and might, knowledge and the fear of the Lord. This is expressed by his judgment which is without the partiality and prejudice of the corrupt leaders of the present government. A literal translation of verse two could be, “he shall draw his breath in the fear of the Lord”.   He does not judge according to what men see, but according to what doctrine and the plan of God directs; he walks and works by the eyes and ears of faith, not the eyes and ears of man’s sight. John 2:25, 7:24. 

Verse four indicates that a barometer of a nation or individual is how they treat the poor or those less fortunate than themselves. The Lord was known as the one who dealt wonderfully with those in need. Psalms 72:1-5, Malachi 4:6, Matthew 5:3-9, 11:2-6, Galatians 2:10, James 2:2-6. The poor received bad treatment from corrupt governors and judges who sought only bribes and cared nothing for truth.  

His blessing of the poor and needy is only possible after the judgment of the evil ones who have removed goodness from the earth. He judges them with the “rod of his mouth and the breath of his lips”, which is a strange image. We find these same elements in Hosea 6:5 and Revelation 19:15. The indication is that it is the creative word of the Lord that judges all, just as his word and the Holy Spirit, were the creative powers to start the universe. Genesis 1:2-9. The sword of the Spirit is spoken of as the Word of God. Ephesians 6:17, Hebrews 4:12. So the Lord will judge by his word, which is the creative and corrective word of power, that sets all correct and good, as it was created to be. Hosea 2:18-20, Romans 8:19. The Lord, who made all things by the word of his power, now judges all things, and sets all things right. Hebrews 1:2, 11:3.

5  And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.

The Christian armour is held together by the belt (or girdle) of righteousness. Ephesians 6:14. Clothing maketh the man, or so the old saying goes. Clothing often reveals the man, and shows what he values. The Psalmist had used clothing as a metaphor of bad behaviour and so here the Lord is pictured as clothed in righteousness, illustrating through his clothing his good and stable intentions. Psalms 109:17-26. 

The Lord’s clothing is held together by two girdles (binding cords or belts), one binding the lower clothing around the waist, the second around the lower chest area (the reins - kidney area). The first binding is righteousness and the second is faithfulness. All he does is absolutely righteous, just and true. All he does is based upon the plan of God to which he is absolutely faithful; what he has promised he does. There is absolutely no doubt or hesitation in his actions, for they are based upon the immutable character and plan of God, and God is absolutely faithful to the plan. This is the king who can be depended upon totally to fulfil the plan of God. If we know the plan of God we can be absolutely secure within it’s provisions and directives; they will be completed. Refer to BTB - doctrine of Character of God.

6  The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.

The result of his reign on the earth is that all of creation has peace restored to it. In the pre-flood world man was a vegetarian, the animals were also, and there was peace between man and the living creatures, so that the serpent could talk to Eve and she didn’t think it strange. Genesis 2:15-17, 19-20, 3:1-7. All this changes terribly with the fall, for animals are killed as an offering for the great sin that has been committed. This is to underline just how awful sin is in God’s sight. Genesis 3:21. Even though two animals die because of Adam and Eve’s sin, they are still all vegetarians and Adam is ordered to till the ground, where previously he had simply picked the fruits and vegetables that grew profusely in the garden. Genesis 3:22-23. The break of man’s fellowship with the animals and the permission to eat animals and other living creatures for food is only given to Noah after the great flood destroys evil man. Genesis 9:1-4.

The millennial kingdom is the restoration of the pre-flood world, but with the Son of David as it’s king to guarantee stability and safety for all. To the trained jaguar, lion, cheetah and leopard, even those well handled by people, and all but pets, they will look upon all children as prey still and kill them immediately. The original bond between the animals and man was broken because of man’s sin and the great flood’s legacy. Only the creator who made the animals and man can restore this glory again. 

Children love the stories of Dr Doolittle but they will remain just stories until the day the Lord re-establishes his rule over the earth, and in that day children will lead the great carnivores by hand, because they will no longer be carnivores. Nature itself, not just political realities and rulership are changed by the Lord. Refer to BTB - Millennial Kingdom. Paul also reflects upon this transformation of the creation through the victory of the creator-Saviour over the last enemies of man. Romans 8:19-25.   


7  And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8  And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den. 9  They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

Animals that feed upon each other will lie down together in harmony, their babies sleeping in each other’s arms. The changed nature of the alimentary canals of the animals is also testified to, with the lions eating straw like the ox and being healthy with it. The most dangerous and devious of animals is then referred to. For men at times train and befriend lions, but no-one befriends snakes, and certainly not the ultra deadly asp (our word cobra), or the giant viper (basilisk). Any mother seeing her child playing anywhere near the hole in which the poisonous snakes live would be terror struck, for all know of the enmity between man and the snake family. Genesis 3:15. 

In the rulership of Messiah there is the destruction of all categories of so called “natural enemies” upon the earth, for the whole is restored to how it was created. There will be no hurt, nor destruction done upon the earth or to it’s creatures. Man is the author of all the confusion and chaos upon the earth, and the God-Man restores the glory that sin has destroyed. Man breaks the fellowship he had with the animals by his sin, and then evil breaks up the bond between the people of the earth at Babel, Genesis 11:1-9. Even the confusion of language will be broken down by Messiah when he restores the earth. Psalms 22:27-31, 98:1-4, Romans 11:25-26.

10  And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. 11  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.

Just in case we missed it, the Messiah is identified again as the “root of Jesse”. Revelation 5:5, 22:16. He will stand as a flag, or ensign for the people to be drawn to. He will not only be the hope of Israel, but he will be the hope and Saviour of the Gentiles. Deuteronomy 32:43, Matthew 8:11-12, Luke 2:32. Even before the Age of the Gentiles begins their blessing is prophesied. Refer to BTB - DISPENSATIONS.  He will make his resting place in the glory of his kingdom that is established on his character and in accordance with his plan. There is glory in the rest of God. We are all called to rest in the Lord and be at rest in his provisions and in accordance with his Grace. Hebrews 4:1-5, 9-11.

There will be a second re-gathering of Israel. This is prophesied before their first re-gathering from Assyria and Babylonia under Nehemiah, which was only partial. There were tens of thousands of Jews in Iraq until very recent times. The last re-gathering may be under way in our very day! Yet this cannot be true, for the re-gathering here is spoken of as the act of the ruling king and the Lord is certainly not ruling in our day! It is intriguing that the second and final re-gathering of the nation is prophesied well before the first captivity (586 BC), the first re-gathering (450 BC), and the second exile of the people (70AD). This second re-gathering is so important that it is foretold well before all the other events occur; the reason is not far to see, for the Lord’s second re-gathering of his people occurs just before he sets up his kingdom fully, indeed it is his first act as king. This is the pinnacle of world history; the restoration of all things to be as they ought to be. Zechariah 10:10-12.

Notice where the people are drawn from. They are coming from places that the first dispersion under Assyria and Babylon did not scatter them, but the third and final dispersion under Rome and her descendants, did scatter them this far, and the ages since have seen Jews scattered to the far “island of the sea”, even to places at the “ends of the earth” like New Zealand and Australia and the islands of the South Pacific. It is only in most recent years that the Jewish people have reached the islands of the seas in their final dispersion. It is from these places that the Lord will recall them.

12  And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. 13  The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.

The Lord will regather Israel from everywhere and will set up his flag to draw them to him. The people who are outcasts from the nation will be drawn to him and will find their identity in him, their Saviour and Lord. The two warring factions of the nation Israel, the twelve tribes are back together without war and hatred. The unity of Israel will be restored in that day. The regathering begins with repentance and mourning for what has occurred before. Zechariah 12:10-14, 13:4-6, 14:1-4. Enmity amongst brethren is a sign of Satan’s work, never God’s, for God will bring brethren together in love and respect, never force them apart in hatred. 1 John 3:1-6, 11-15, 18-23.

14  But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west; they shall spoil them of the east together: they shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab; and the children of Ammon shall obey them. 15  And the LORD shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with his mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river, and shall smite it in the seven streams, and make men go over dryshod. 16  And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land of Egypt.

The changes that occur within the national relationships is extreme; for nations that have hated and persecuted the Israelites will assist them, or be spoiled by them. Those who sought their death will seek to aid them in that day. The Philistines will carry them on their shoulders to ensure they are safe. The Edomites and Moabites will assist them, the Ammonites and Egyptians will work with them. The Arab enemies will all be friends in that day. 

There will also be a total change to the geography of the lands and rivers around, so that the people will be able to return to the land over dry land without being blocked by rivers or seas. There will be a highway through Assyria to bring the people back to Israel from the nations further north. The nations of the old Soviet Empire have many Jews within them and they will need to return one day. Those who do not return to the land in unbelief in our days will return under the Lord’s guidance and power in that day. It will be another deliverance like that of Moses in the Exodus. This is the first of a number of millennial prophecies in Isaiah and Ezekiel that Daniel, Zechariah and later John complete. There is hope in the end, and the Lord will be victor over all who stand against him.   

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
When we see just a stump left of a church or group, what do we say within? Do we write off a group when it declines in numbers to a certain point? What do we look for when we look at groups that stand for the Lord? If the Lord is in a group it can be reduced to a stump and then it’s greatest work occur as the remnant do real business with God. Do we look to the Lord’s purposes or do we judge according to man’s standards? Let us see things God’s way.

2. 
It is the spirit that makes men great, not anything that man can do alone. Unless the Holy Spirit works within there is no lasting work done. To achieve any lasting work we need to have the spirit of understanding that God alone gives, and to have this we need to be walking in the light of the Word and Spirit of God. Let us walk in the Word and trust the author of the promises we study there. 

3. 
Social justice has a bad press amongst conservative Christians because of the liberals use of the term, but let us remember that the Lord held up the poor and needy as worthy of help, and the apostles urged the early believers to remember the poor and care for the orphan and widow. Our lack of care for the needy will be a serious cause of judgment unless we have the heart of the Lord towards them.

4. 
Dr Doolittle is a mythic story that most delight in, yet within it there is truth, for the animals were once in fellowship with man. Man lost this through sin and evil, and the Lord will restore it again. How seriously do we take the Millennial promises of scripture? They are serious and real promises and we will see the restoration of all that Adam and his immediate descendents lost. Let us praise the Lord for what will be restored and rejoice in his plan before it occurs so that our joy may be even more full when we see it. 

5. 
The Lord will restore Israel, and will bring them back from the remotest islands of the seas, where they have only recently gone! We will see these things and have the Lord’s word upon it. Let us praise him for his plan and provision for disobedient Israel and rejoice for them and for ourselves who are under the same care and love.   
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ISAIAH CHAPTER 12

INTRODUCTION

This hymn is a millennium hymn in the model of the Psalm of Moses in Exodus 15. The phrase, “that day” is the clue that we are reading the future in advance. In it we see the children of Israel’s hymn in the Millennial kingdom, finally recognizing the glory and grace of God in the midst of their past judgment. Jeremiah 2:13, John 4:10, 13-14, 7:37-38. They then see that the Lord was always with them and that it was only their rebellion that stopped their ancestors enjoying the blessings that were there for them if they had only obeyed. They praise God as their ancestors should have at that time. 

1  And in that day thou shalt say, O LORD, I will praise thee: though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me.

To praise the Lord in the midst of pressure is the true sign of mature or maturing faith, for it demonstrates the trust that looks more at the promises of God rather than the physical realities that surround them. At that time the people will see that God has indeed delivered them and they are entering a time of blessedness in accord with the promises of God since the beginning of time. They will truly praise God and that is the Lord’s intention for us all; that we praise his name in all times. Refer BTB - WORSHIP. Then they see that God was righteously angry with them, but that his anger is now turned away and is over, replaced by the blessing that was always there on offer. They see the grace, mercy, justice and righteousness of the plan of God as they look back through history.

Praise is the sign of a person rightly related to the Lord and to the reality of his plan, for it is always going to work out for glory and blessing. To stop worship, or with hold praise to the Lord is to demonstrate that you are out of step with his plan at that point of time, for his plan is never in doubt, nor are his mercies ever short; they are renewed every morning. Psalms 119:156, 145:9, Lamentations 3:23, Daniel 9:9, 2 Corinthians 1:3-7, Philippians 1:9-11, 4:4-13. Even if we fear we are close to death, or truly dying we can praise the Lord and honour his holy name. Job teaches us this with his words in Job 13:15-16, 21, 14:1-2. 

2  Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.

At that time they see that God is the God of salvation, and that he is their salvation. Exodus 15:2. They are delivered in and through him. Once they see the character of God they realize that fear has not place in their daily lives, for they depend upon his perfect character and provisions not upon any merit of their own. They then confidently affirm that they will trust in Him and they will walk away from fear. The Lord now is their strength and their song of praise; they rejoice in his person and work. Psalms 105:1-7, 1 Peter 1:8-11.

3  Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.

The ceremony that is being alluded to here is that of the Feast of Tabernacles when the water was drawn from the pool of Siloam and carried in procession by the priests to the temple and it was poured out on the western side of the altar of burnt offering. John 7:37. As this occurred the people would sing the Hallel Psalms 113-118. These songs of joy will find their complete fulfilment at this time for the Lord has established his dwelling place amongst man; he tabernacles amongst them at that time. Leviticus 23:33-44. 
The word tabernacles recalled the journey in the desert with Moses where the Lord provided all that the people needed. In the midst of hardship the Lord provided for them all they needed. Israel was to celebrate this feast every year to remember that they were kept and would be kept right through until the time the Messiah returned to rule over them and the entire earth. Tabernacles is fulfilled with the Lord’s coming to rule, so the Psalms sung at that time are Psalms that find their fulfilment totally then also.

4  And in that day shall ye say, Praise the LORD, call upon his name, declare his doings among the people, make mention that his name is exalted.

This verse find a parallel in the Psalm of David recorded in 1 Chronicles 16:7-36, and clearly Isaiah is referring people back to this psalm as it finds it’s complete fulfilment at this time also. David and Isaiah call upon the people to call upon the Lord; to enjoy their fellowship with the one who made them and delivered them from all sin and evil. Psalms 105:1-6. It is the right thing to do to witness the truth to all people so that they too hear and understand the glory of the Lord and the wonder of his deliverance.  

5  Sing unto the LORD; for he hath done excellent things: this is known in all the earth.

If people are silent in the presence of the works of God they are truly foolish, for those who remain silent when they should praise him are either fools, or rebels or cowards. To witness to the truth is s solemn obligation for all who know the Lord and his works. God’s works are truly “excellent”.  

6  Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.

The inhabitants of the city of Jerusalem above all other peoples ought to sing aloud and praise the Lord for his great works for their very existence is testimony to his grace, mercy and the truth of his prophetic plan. There is no earthly power that could deliver this people and restore them three times from dispersion. No other nation has ever come back from the dead as Israel has done. This is to be praised and shouted aloud from the roof tops. Truly great is the holy one of Israel!  Psalms 95:1-7, 107:1-2, Luke 19:37-38, John 4:23-24, Revelation 4:9-11, 14:6-7. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Do we have the faith in the plan of God that we ought to have? We demonstrate this by our lack of fear in the outcomes of the pressures we face. Faith looks for the Lord’s answers, for the Lord’s path through the troubles. Faith sees that there is always hope and purpose in the will and purpose of God. 1 Corinthians 10:13. Isaiah’s challenge is to look to the character and plan of God and remember that we are a part of his plan and if we walk according to our part in the plan nothing can occur outside his perfect will for us. Let us stabilize ourselves in his will today!

2. 
Praise ought to be close to our lips at all times. Philippians 4:4. The Lord is our deliverer and we are loved members of his family. We are never short of items to praise him for if we are walking in the plan. Refer to the BTB - doctrine of WALKING, also PRAISE. Do you find yourself bursting into songs of praise as you drive or walk through the days? There ought never to be a day without praise, possibly not even an hour without praise to the one who have given you each hour and the blessings of time within his plan. 

3. 
Witnessing to the truth of the Lord’s mighty work is also a part of our responsibility towards him and those who need to know the truth. Some are wilfully ignorant and will walk or run away from the truth, but none must have any excuse for their evil or foolishness, for we must have told them the truth if we could. 

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

WORSHIP AND PRAISE 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – WALKING

Notes

ISAIAH CHAPTER 13

THE BURDEN OF BABYLON - The Holy Spirit enables Isaiah to look into the future for the nation of Babylon.

Babylon was the most famous city of it’s day in the Middle East, well ahead of the Egyptian capital cities which changed through the years with changing dynasties. It was the great city, the city of most ancient lineage, the home of philosophy, religion, astronomy, and codes of laws. It was the place that appeared to stand for stability of man’s power and as it had risen from defeat so many times, it was the symbol of fallen man’s hope. 

That hope would be fulfilled in the Neo-Babylonian Empire under the greatest king ever to rule over the city, Nebuchadnezzar. Within one hundred years of Isaiah’s words he would lead an unlikely coalition of the Medes, Scythians and his own people and defeat the great Assyrian Empire and loot it’s treasures. The Scythians would take the women and clothing and ride off into the Russian Steppes again, but the Babylonian and Median armies would carry off the gold and silver and enrich themselves, and set them against each other within seventy years to fight over the role of leader of the East. The Medes would win and establish the Medio-Persian Empire to replace Assyria-Babylonia. As we have already seen, God’s prophets would speak to each of these Gentile nations, reflecting the reality of the beginning of the Age of the Gentiles.  

Liberal critics have argued that the specific nature of this and other prophecies on Babylonia indicate that they were written after the events described. This is a truly dumb suggestion on two points; firstly it indicates that God, the author and creator of time and space, cannot be specific about the future. Secondly it is stupid here because the events described occur over a period of a thousand years, with Babylon falling to the Medes 175 years ago, but only finally falling into desert after the 7th century AD, which is over nine hundred years after we have a complete copy of Isaiah from Qumran. 

Even if Isaiah is written later than is accepted it cannot be written later than the New Testament! Truly the liberal church goers worship a god that is no God, for a god that cannot through his genuine prophet speak truth is no god at all. Even Satan’s crowd get their prophecies right at times, but the god of the liberals is unable to tell anything in advance and must wait until event have occurred and them fraudulently write down fake prophecies to prove lies the truth. What a load of nonsense liberalism is. 

1  The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amoz did see.

There is no way around this verse. The writer makes it very clear that it is the Isaiah, the son of Amoz who is the author, not any other Isaiah, or person pretending they are Isaiah. If this is wrong you are reading a fraud not the Word of God. God is clear about his revelation and like all genuine prophetic works it passes the law of falsifiability. If a prophecy cannot be falsified then it is not genuinely a word from God, because the prophet of God must speak truth, must speak specific truth, and must be personally proved by life and lips.  Refer to BTB - PROPHECY. The words of the prophet are “burdens” as they are words that must be given to the people referred to, for this is the responsibility of the prophet. To have the Lord’s words is to have the responsibility to share them with the people of the earth so that none are without excuse before their creator. The burden over Babylon was also spoken of by Jeremiah. Jeremiah 50:1-3, 51:28-56, 

2  Lift ye up a banner upon the high mountain, exalt the voice unto them, shake the hand, that they may go into the gates of the nobles. 3  I have commanded my sanctified ones, I have also called my mighty ones for mine anger, even them that rejoice in my highness. 4  The noise of a multitude in the mountains, like as of a great people; a tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gathered together: the LORD of hosts mustereth the host of the battle. 5  They come from a far country, from the end of heaven, even the LORD, and the weapons of his indignation, to destroy the whole land.

Upon a barren mountain, where no trees will hide the standard, Isaiah is to lift up the banner/flag or standard of the Lord to gather the people who love the Lord to him to hear his message and receive his instruction. The voice that summons all to the standard of the Lord is the Lord himself. 

They are to “shake their hands” in rage and victory and are to enter the gates of the nobles, gates that were only for the nobles of Babylon to use, but in defeat all people would stream through to conquer the city. Even the fierce invaders are set apart by the Lord (sanctified) for the task of destruction of this great city. The Lord has set apart all those who fulfil his plan, and it will be fulfilled. Once again we are confronted with the terrible consequences of being on the wrong side of history. Those who complete the work of destruction believe they are doing the Lord’s work; they have a sense that they are doing a great work of judgment. 

The sound of the enemy army is like a great tornado; violent wind and noise as they sweep into the great city from the hills around. The Lord is doing this and is actively involved in the judgment. Let us not forget that while love is an attribute of God, so is justice and righteousness, and though judgment is delayed by grace and all are given time to repent, the day dawns where repentance is too little too late! God will judge these people and they will suffer terribly in the judgment, just as they have caused the righteous to suffer for years. Their judgment will come in a day; but their evil has been practiced for years before the ‘sword of the Lord’ falls upon them. From far away the enemy will come to destroy them and their land of plenty and make it a desert as it remains to our own day.

6  Howl ye; for the day of the LORD is at hand; it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty. 7  Therefore shall all hands be faint, and every man's heart shall melt: 8  And they shall be afraid: pangs and sorrows shall take hold of them; they shall be in pain as a woman that travaileth: they shall be amazed one at another; their faces shall be as flames.

The word howl is a serious indication of how terrible the day of judgment will be for them; they will scream in terror and there will be none to save them. The “Day of the Lord” has come. Joel 2:10-14, Amos 5:18-20, Zephaniah 1:7-9. The almighty is bringing judgment upon them, and they will know it, so that their hearts will melt with fear, and their strong arms will become weak. Great and powerful men are defeated by fear more often than by superior forces. The heart is beaten before the body is. They will be pierced through by “pangs” of fear and dread of their end and real fear and regret for all they will lose, both in goods and loved ones who will be killed and enslaved. Their pain will be as debilitating as a woman in labour and they will be as vulnerable. Isaiah 35:3-4, Hebrews 12:12-13. Their faces will flush and become red hot with anger and fear. They will be debilitated by their fears. 

9  Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it. 10  For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine.

The day of judgment has come, and in case you missed the earlier verses the point is remade that this is God’s direct work. The Lord is cruel in judgment. This is a strange word to be used, yet it is accurate in the execution of those who have chosen the path of evil rather than accept the Lord. The sinners are destroyed by the fierce anger of the Lord. We forget that the Lord will judge the evil ones at our risk of watering down the holiness of God. He offers love still but the offer is for a time only; then the judgment will fall on those who have still resisted. The judgment will fall even upon the heavens as upon the earth; for the Lord is creator of the heavens and the earth. Matthew 24:29-31.

11  And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. 12  I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir.

The purpose of the Lord is punishment, for the chance of reform is well past. Punishment is so politically incorrect today, yet it is the theme of the Lord here, for the day comes for judgment to fall and fall totally and finally. There is a day set for the elimination of evil and that day has dawned as we enter this chapter. The reasons for judgment are justly set out; they die in their evil choices, and suffer because of their evil attitudes towards the just and the good. They have made their choice and must now pay the price of that choice. Their true sin was pride based, in that they felt they knew more than God and certainly more than his prophets and teachers, who they despised. They were haughty, looking down upon the righteous as if they are fools and beneath them. Those who were “terrible” in their power are now laid low, all their power base removed the by Lord’s judgment that has swept away all the might and power of the corrupt state. Psalms 8:1-9.

The number of the dead will be such that few will survive, and the value of a man, even as a slave, will be worth more than the finest gold to be had in that day. The value of slaves was set according to their rarity; in days when many were captured the price fell, but when there were very few captured alive their value as commodity rose. Men are simply seen as commodities after this great defeat but those who survive have great value in two senses. Firstly they are rare, but secondly those who survive are believers and so they are like gold, for they are redeemed of the Lord. Psalms 116:15, 1 Peter 1:6-7, 2:6-10.        

13  Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the LORD of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger. 14  And it shall be as the chased roe, and as a sheep that no man taketh up: they shall every man turn to his own people, and flee every one into his own land.

Even the heavens will be shaken in that day, for the Lord created them all and he will wrap them up finally like a blanket and put them all away, replacing them with another universe. Joel 3:16-21, Haggai 2:6-7, Matthew 24:29-31, 1 Thessalonians 5:2-3, Hebrews 12:27, 2 Peter 3:10-13, Revelation 20:11-21:6. 

The earth will be shaken out of her orbit first. This is the explanation for the events described in the book of Revelation that are meaningful scientifically if the earth is knocked off it’s regular orbit by some cataclysmic event. The last days of this present age of history before the Lord’s second advent will be terrible indeed, and the presence of the creator alone will restore the world to it’s original state. 

Given the number of references to this event no man can say they were not warned when it occurs! People have wandered far from their old homes in this day, but when the Lord acts to judge they all desire familiar surroundings around them and so all flee back to their homes. They will run like chased deer, like the sheep that scatter when a wolf attacks.   

15  Every one that is found shall be thrust through; and every one that is joined unto them shall fall by the sword. 16  Their children also shall be dashed to pieces before their eyes; their houses shall be spoiled, and their wives ravished.

They will be hunted in that day, and thrust through by the swords of the avengers, and those they cling to for protection will also die of the same sword thrust. Jeremiah 51:28.  It is a terrible picture that was played out at every taking of a city by a foreign army. Before we get soft and soppy, let us remember that these people are the ones who hated the Lord, his truth, and his people; they have been rebels since the start of the proclamation of the truth over Babylon. 

The great slaughter that occurs during the fall of Babylon was terrible, and the murder of the children and the rape of the woman a common aftermath of the taking of a city; only the young and fit were kept alive for the slave market. This has double reference, firstly to the fall and final destruction of Babylon and secondly to the time of the Great Tribulation. To be on the wrong side of history was and is a bad place to be! Psalms 137:8-9, Hosea 10:14-15, Nahum 3:10, Zechariah 14:1-2.    

17  Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, which shall not regard silver; and as for gold, they shall not delight in it. 18  Their bows also shall dash the young men to pieces; and they shall have no pity on the fruit of the womb; their eyes shall not spare children.

The fall of Babylon to the Medes 179 years after Isaiah’s day is the primary reference for this prophecy and these words came true then. They will not be bribed to go away with silver or gold, for they had enough of those things, and they are motivated by sheer revenge and the desire to dominate the great nation. They want to destroy the power of the Babylonians and replace them in their own city. They did this, ruling the province of Babylon from the great city which they made their own. They do not have any emotion towards the Babylonians, no pity towards their children, they kill them all and replace them with their own people. 

19  And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 20  It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their fold there.

The destruction of Babylon by the Medes is down played by historians because the city survived and was repopulated but the day came when it was reduced to dust. What this prophecy makes clear is that the fall of the city on the night of Belshazzar’s feast was extremely bloody in the palace. The prophet sees the entire process as one action over time. This appears to break the prophetic rule of specificity, as the details of the previous verses are right for the fall to the Medes, but the time frame for the total destruction covers over one thousand years until the city lies in dust and these and the following verses apply. The prophetic utterance is for all time, and he is specific that once the city finally falls into desert it will not rise again, but there is a thousand year delay from it’s fall to the Medes until it falls into desert. Jeremiah 50:40.  There is a delay in the final judgement of mankind also, as since the Cross there has been nearly 2000 years of grace.
21  But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there. 22  And the wild beasts of the islands shall cry in their desolate houses, and dragons in their pleasant palaces: and her time is near to come, and her days shall not be prolonged.

The inhabitants of fallen Babylon will be the animals that make your hair stand on end when you hear their screams or howls in the night. Owls/Ostriches and jackals live there. What are the satyrs and the dragons? It would appear that these Hebrew words refer to he-goats, or dog-faced baboons, and large snakes. The day of the initial phase of the destruction is “near”, in that it is around 175 years away, and unlike other great cities she will not have a prolonged life. People will no longer live there afterwards. Damascus and Jerusalem are still great cities but Nineveh and Babylon are not! When God finally judges it is final.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
The greatest cities of the day outside Egypt were Babylon and Nineveh. No-one would have thought they would be so totally destroyed that no-one would ever live there again. They were the centre of fertile irrigated valleys and were so prosperous that it was inconceivable to men that they could cease to exist, yet they did and have not been rebuilt since. Rome, Damascus and Jerusalem still buzz with their population’s activity yet these two greatest of them all have been cut off because they were on the wrong side of history and went too far away from God and his plan. 

This is the warning to all of man’s power today. We can look around and feel that our prosperity has made us strong enough to withstand the Lord. This is the old sin of Babel and we walk close to it in our modern world. Genesis 11:3-6. Let us remember as we look at our bank accounts, at our houses and cars, at all our great buildings, that we are simply an earth quake, a tsunami or a war away from a pile of ruins. We exist only in the grace and mercy of God.   

2. 
The anger of the Lord is an under emphasized subject today. We are to remember that the Lord who went to the Cross makes a free offer of salvation to man at this time, but the cost to him was the cross! The day is coming when the free offer is over, and those who have rejected the Lord must confront the truth of their decision. This is the flip side of the Gospel message but it is the truth and must be given. We ought not to shy away from the message of judgment; if men reject the Lord who gave so much, they ought to know that they have no hope of escape if they reject so great a salvation.

3. 
As we look around we think everything is so permanent, yet it is all going to be wound up one day; every part of this present universe will be wrapped up and folded away like a tired old garment and replaced by a new creation. As we look out at wonderful scenery we ought to raise the Lord for what he has made and given us, but we also should remember that all this universe will be replaced. We are to be attached to the creator, not the creation. We worship the Lord and King of all not the natural world he made for us.

4. 
God uses all sorts of people as a part of his plan and he will ensure that the plan is fulfilled through them all. This is one of the significant facts that proves the Lord’s position as creator and lord of all, for each petty man thinks he is in charge of his life, yet the Lord is weaving everything together so that within the free will of man there is absolute certainty that the plan will be fulfilled. Do we look at history this way? Do we look at the world God’s way? Do we look at our loves and desires in God’s terms? The Lord through Isaiah challenges us seriously here!   
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