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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time.  His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases.  He was teaching Law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure.  When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review.  The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ.  Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ.  I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate.  I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God.  Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour.  I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”.

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?
Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin.  God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character.  This is called grace.  It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation neither can he deserve it. We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated.  Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts.  First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (1 John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (1 Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).

© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 2004 - PO Box 163 Armadale Western Australia 6992
Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au and www.http://ebcwa.free.org.nz  for weekly messages.
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BTB
LEVITICUS CHAPTER 18

INTRODUCTION
Having discussed the holiness of food and the importance of valuing the animals used for food, Moses moves on to discuss the holiness of marriage and the sexual union of a right man and his right woman. Refer to the BTB study MARRIAGE. Sexual immorality is the main tool Satan uses to undermine the divine institution of marriage. The stability of man’s communities depends upon marriage and the family being safe and stable places for children to grow, and for adults for find their path in life to serve the Lord. Satanic attacks since the beginning have centred in undermining any aspect of these two vital institutions. 

The Lord lays down to Moses the rules regarding who may and may not be an appropriate sexual partner for a person. The Lord is about to judge the Canaanites for their sexual sinfulness and they will lose their tenure in the land because of this great evil, and the Lord wishes to ensure his people do not also. They have also been influenced by the free and easy sexual practises of the Egyptians, amongst whom they had lived for 450 years. Joseph had been caught by this evil with Potiphar’s wife expecting him to have an affair with her, without any questions asked. Genesis 39:10-20. His morality led him to be falsely accused of rape and then to be thrown in jail! We must stand where Joseph stood, and where the Israelites are told to be in their sexual lives, and that means we are to be different from those amongst whom we dwell. Refer to the BTB study ANGELS – SATAN’S STRATEGY AND TACTICS, WORLD, WORLDLINESS.

LEVITICUS 18
18:1  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, I am the LORD your God. 3  After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the doings of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall ye not do: neither shall ye walk in their ordinances. 4  Ye shall do my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, to walk therein: I am the LORD your God. 5  Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if a man do, he shall live in them: I am the LORD. 

Verses 1 – 5.  

 Sexual sin is called by the liberal a “victimless sin”, and so they dismiss all sexual behaviours, as simply that, “behaviours” that some people do and some people do not, and that basically it doesn’t matter to God as long as no-one is hurt. They argue that if an act produces pleasure, and no-one is hurt by it, then how can it be wrong, for the Lord made us, and if we are having pleasure, surely the Lord is happy with that! 

The Bible is clear that pleasure in any sexual sin simply means we are physically normal, but still morally wrong. What is pleasurable is neither right nor wrong, it is simply pleasurable. It is God’s creative plan that sex is to be pleasurable and the binding physical force of relationships, and it is God’s prohibition, as the creator, that makes a sexual act wrong, and man is challenged by God’s standards for sexual morality to stand for the Lord, just as Adam was in the Garden of Eden. Genesis 2:16-17, Ezekiel 16:35-37. 

The Lord makes it clear to Moses and the people he led, that all the people amongst whom they have lived, and will live in the future, will challenge them about these “rules” for sexual relationships, for they will break them all and not care nor be concerned about that. The children of Israel will appear “odd” in the eyes of their peers and will stand out to them, as fanatical, foolish, and puritanical, whereas Satan’s people (for such they are) will appear to be modern, liberated, and without “hang ups” about sex. 

Those who follow Satan’s policy of “Worldliness” will see sex as simply a bodily need, or a bodily expression of joy, and so they will believe that any expression of it is fine, as long as it is with another who consents, and no-one is physically hurt. Against this viewpoint, God calls his people to stand firm on this biblical morality, and call all sexually destructive and satanic behaviours as wrong before God. Satan wants to destroy the “Divine Institutions” of marriage and the family, and so his self centred plan calls to sex to be “free of moral constraint” and so destructive of morality and true intimacy.
The Lord makes it clear to Moses, and to ourselves, that the customs and behaviours of the people amongst whom we live are not to influence us, nor are they to lead us astray from His path of morality, in any manner at all. It is easy to be overwhelmed by the standards of your neighbours and so drift away from holiness into attitudes and behaviours that reflect the world, rather than reflect Christ. Ezekiel 20:7ff. 

The battle line is drawn by the Lord for all believers through all time here in this chapter, and it is repeated by James in Acts 15:20, in the prohibition against “fornication”, meaning, any and all sexual activity apart from that between a right man and his right woman. 

We are to be visibly different from every pagan in our sexual beliefs and behaviours, and we are to be known for our rejection of all forms of sexual deviancy and immorality. Stop here and read the following strong New Testament passages that reinforce this point. Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 5:1-11, 1 Peter 4:1-7. 

6. None of you shall approach to any that is near of kin to him, to uncover their nakedness: I am the LORD. 7  The nakedness of thy father, or the nakedness of thy mother, shalt thou not uncover: she is thy mother; thou shalt not uncover her nakedness. 8  The nakedness of thy father's wife shalt thou not uncover: it is thy father's nakedness. 9  The nakedness of thy sister, the daughter of thy father, or daughter of thy mother, whether she be born at home, or born abroad, even their nakedness thou shalt not uncover. 10  The nakedness of thy son's daughter, or of thy daughter's daughter, even their nakedness thou shalt not uncover: for theirs is thine own nakedness. 11  The nakedness of thy father's wife's daughter, begotten of thy father, she is thy sister, thou shalt not uncover her nakedness. 12  Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy father's sister: she is thy father's near kinswoman. 13  Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy mother's sister: for she is thy mother's near kinswoman. 14  Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy father's brother, thou shalt not approach to his wife: she is thine aunt. 15  Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy daughter in law: she is thy son's wife; thou shalt not uncover her nakedness. 16  Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy brother's wife: it is thy brother's nakedness. 17  Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of a woman and her daughter, neither shalt thou take her son's daughter, or her daughter's daughter, to uncover her nakedness; for they are her near kinswomen: it is wickedness. 18  Neither shalt thou take a wife to her sister, to vex her, to uncover her nakedness, beside the other in her life time. 

Verses 6 – 18.  

The list here includes all who are too close in kinship, by blood or marriage to be suitable sexual partners. Here we see the “hurt” that the Lord wishes to guard his people against, a hurt that will destroy families, communities and nations. To “uncover the nakedness” refers to sexual activity of any sort, not just full sexual intercourse.

1.
 A father or mother, or whatever age, are not ever to be sexual partners for their children, nor the children for their parents. The duty of care that exists in the family is not to be violated by sexual desire.

2. 
A step mother is never to be a sexual partner for any son born to another woman. The sexual relationship of a parent is not to be violated by any child by entering into any form of sexual relationship with the partner of their parent.

3. 
No sibling, be they full or half brother/sister is to be a sexual partner, even if they have been brought up elsewhere and were unknown to the other through their childhood. It is not just the blood issue of closeness here, but also the violation of the family tie of care and protection, and the natural order for the family.

4. 
All grandchildren are to be safe from sexual predation by their grandparents. No sexual relationship is to be allowed between any grand-parent and a grand-child, or visa versa.

5. 
Step sisters and step brothers are to be out of bounds for sexual relationships with the siblings of the two parents now together. Once two adults have joined themselves together in marriage, their children from previous relationships become brothers and sisters and their behaviours are to be in accordance with that new relationship.

6. 
Aunts and Uncles are out of bounds for sexual relationship for the children of the household, irrespective of the blood tie. This prohibition, as with all the others, goes the opposite direction also; no uncle or aunt is to target any niece or nephew as a sexual partner, irrespective of any blood tie or age. 

7. 
The family bond is to be sexually pure, and extended families are to be free of sexual exploitation.

8  
Daughter in laws and son in laws are also to be out of bounds for the parents, and visa versa. In an age when sudden death at a young age was common, these sort of relationships may have appeared to be ways of avoiding paying back dowry money, and were recorded as occurring in the Medieval period also.

9. 
Brother in laws and sister in laws were to be treated as brother and sister and no sexual activity was to occur there at all. The exception of the “Leverite marriage” will be discussed later, where another brother could take his dead brother’s wife as his wife, in order to raise up a son to replace his brother and stand in his brother’s place in inheritance of the land.  Deuteronomy 25:5-10, Matthew 22:23-32.

10 
If a man enters into a sexual relationship with a woman, he is forbidden to enter into any sexual relationship with her daughter at any time. He is also forbidden to take her son’s daughter, or her daughter’s daughter as a sexual partner later.  Note the word used in verse 17, “It is wickedness”. It is an evil (Satanic) to confuse family bonds sexually.  Remember the satanic objective – to destroy stability of human society and from the resultant moral chaos destroy lives.
11.
 The last prohibition was the taking of a wife’s sister as a sexual partner, while the wife still lived, for this would destroy the family. It was a sinful, lust centred evil. Refer to the BTB study of EVIL.

19  Also thou shalt not approach unto a woman to uncover her nakedness, as long as she is put apart for her uncleanness. 20  Moreover thou shalt not lie carnally with thy neighbour's wife, to defile thyself with her. 21  And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire to Molech, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD. 22  Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination. 23  Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith: neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it is confusion. 
Verses 19 – 23.  

There was a blanket prohibition over having sexual relationship with any woman while she was having her period. Women were to be free of any sexual pressure during the time of their menstrual bleeding and for seven days thereafter. Any other person’s wife was out of bounds to any other man. These rules were made in the masculine, but were meant to apply back the opposite way also. So no wife of another man may sexually seduce and have sex with any other woman’s husband. To have sex in such a situation is the “defile” yourself; that is, it is to render yourself unclean for the purposes of God through your life.  You have rendered yourself unusable by God for a good purpose.  You have become unfit as God’s servant by such actions.  

This is the key element of all sexual immorality. It is Satan’s plan to defile the men and women who are seduced by pleasure apart from morality. By entering into temptation in these matters the person involved renders themselves unfit for God’s work until made clean by confession and sacrifice. This is at the heart of Satan’s plan of Evil. He seeks to render God’s people unfit for God’s service through sin, and so limit the plan of God, for it cannot work out through a dirty vessel. Numbers 16:21, Isaiah 59:2, Hebrews 7:26. 

The next prohibition was against child sacrifice. We can be a little baffled by this and ask, how can people burn their children alive to a pagan god of sex and fertility? While we may be baffled by the great evil, it happened, and still happens today, just in another form. This morning’s paper in New Zealand has had a woman charged with abandoning her child to die in the bush while under the influence of drugs she had taken to have more pleasurable sex with! This is exactly the same old Satanic evil that centred in the Molech cult of Canaan. Satan has not changed his basic plan through the centuries; only the packaging has changed. Satan still seeks to distract God’s people away from God’s plan for their life and so rob them of their eternal rewards. 1 Corinthians 3:8-14, Colossians 2:18.  Refer to the BTB study of REWARDS AND CROWNS.

Homosexual intercourse is forbidden, as is all sexual connection with any animals by either men or women. The practise of sex with animals as part of the pagan worship was well known in the Middle East, and men and women were to avoid all such behaviours. They were not to be involved in them, nor to watch them in the pagan temples. Today’s pornography industry centres in these evils, which are as old as the Satanic religions of Moses day. These are blanket prohibitions, without any exception allowed, and these rules are made in the context of cultures that freely and openly practised these things. God’s people were to be different to the pagans, and this remains God’s settled policy. 

Today it is argued, in relation to homosexuality, that if a person has a desire this way, then that desire cannot be wrong, is possibly genetic, and must be allowed within the bonds of a “loving relationship”. This is to miss the point of God’s Law here. The reason that this needed to be made a prohibition was the very fact that some people within Israel had the desires that bent them these ways, and they could argue that they were different from the pagans, because their desire for homosexual sex was within the people of God, and they were faithful to their partner. 

God’s Law states bluntly, that such desires are in the same category as those towards any other illegitimate object of sexual desire; they are Satanic in origin, and certainly are not genetic. They are therefore to be resisted as temptations to evil, and known areas of temptations are to be avoided. We are not to be down cast about these prohibitions of our evil carnal desires, but we are to face the prohibition of God, accept His policy rather than Satan’s policy of “anything goes”, and move on in God’s plan for our life. We are to move deliberately away from satanic temptation, and into the path of holiness and service. Hebrews 12:12-15.

Homosexuality, Lesbianism, and bestiality are all causes of moral and social “confusion”. While we may understand how in the family of origin there was “confusion” in the child’s upbringing, the tendency they exhibit to be drawn to these things is to be resisted, not accepted as “normal”. It is a mixing of things not intended to be mixed, a satanic confusion of sexuality, roles and relationships. Animals are for food, companionship, and work, but not for sexual relationship of any sort. To enter the animal kingdom for sexual pleasure is to enter into a realm of confusion, and this is Satanic, not ever godly. To enter into same sex relationships is also a confusion of God’s plan and purpose. Evil is defined as the policy of Satan, designed to confuse men and women, and lead them away from God’s revealed purpose for their life. 

Although Lesbianism is not specifically mentioned here by Moses, it is included as a mirror command to homosexuality, as with the others above.  Another example of the nature of these “mirror commands” is where women are specifically mentioned as standing in the pagan temples ready to have sex with animals, and this is condemned. Men are also condemned in this same command for their own involvement in sex with the animals in the pagan temples. 

Paul makes it clear that the nature of Moses Law here involved both sexes with each command. Romans 1:21-32. The modern so called “sex shows” in Amsterdam’s “Red Light “ district act through exactly the same sexual practises that the temples of Molech did 3000 years ago! Believers are not to be involved in these things, nor to be watchers of them. Satan doesn’t need to change his plan because some men and women have the same weaknesses now as those in Moses day, and these weaknesses are towards what God calls evil, and to fall into them is to fall into gross sins. 

This is why the prohibitions are given. There are things that are godly, and there are things that are not, and all that is not godly is to be resisted, and rejected as an illegitimate expression of sexual desire. What we feel is not to be taken as “of God”; it is always to be tested by God’s Word, for Satan has been busy since the fall of man to distort emotion and desire, and make the evil thing appear good, and the good appear weak or pathetic. The Fall of Man has led to moral confusion and emotion/lust/desire can be distorted by the world and it’s satanically influenced standards. Satan is the author of confusion and he is busy in this area of sexuality, because it has always been the easiest point of weakness from which to distort individuals and nations to their destruction. 1 Corinthians 14:33, James 3:16.  We may understand these behaviours in terms of “conditioning” in distorted childhoods, but that underlines the reason why these behaviours are to be resisted.  The enemy is busy trying to confuse mankind, and God’s people need to be active standing for God’s standards.
24  Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you: 25  And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants. 26  Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and my judgments, and shall not commit any of these abominations; neither any of your own nation, nor any stranger that sojourneth among you: 27  (For all these abominations have the men of the land done, which were before you, and the land is defiled;) 28  That the land spue not you out also, when ye defile it, as it spued out the nations that were before you. 29  For whosoever shall commit any of these abominations, even the souls that commit them shall be cut off from among their people. 30  Therefore shall ye keep mine ordinance, that ye commit not any one of these abominable customs, which were committed before you, and that ye defile not yourselves therein: I am the LORD your God.
Verses 24 – 30.  

To give yourself over to sexual confusion is to destroy yourself, your family, your community and finally your nation. The Lord makes it clear to Moses and the Israelites, that the reasons the people of Canaan will lose their land and lives is that they have gone too far into such things as these sexual perversions and the disease they have, physically and morally is fatal. It was the sin that destroyed the pre-flood world, and also Sodom and Gomorrah, and it will destroy Israel itself in 586 BC. To break these laws of God is to invite destruction upon any nation that treats them lightly.  Genesis 6:1-7, 19:1ff, Ezekiel 20:18-32.

These actions of sexual confusion are actions that follow Satan in his desire to undo all that God has done. To enter into sexual immorality is to enter into Satan’s plan rather than God’s plan, and as such it is to do the enemy’s work rather than God’s work. At best it is foolish confusion, at worst it is open rebellion against the plan and purposes of God for the individual involved. All these things are an abomination before God. They are great evils, yet they can be dealt with if the people see their evil and confess them and forsake the way of Satan and follow the way of God again. 

To persist in satanic folly is however to share his fate in the end! Isaiah 1:16-20, Revelation 20:10-15. The customs of the majority of man are not to be our guide, any more than they were Noah’s before the great flood. We are to stand for the Lord’s standards, even if we stand alone.  Custom is either godly or satanic; it is very rarely neutral. We are to stand for truth, not lie down with compromise in these matters. 

The very land and culture of people is defiled by evil and sin, and the land needs to be redeemed by sacrifice and godliness. After great evil great repentance is required, not simple confession and then later returning to the evil. We are beset with the American viewpoint of “easy believism” today, where people tick the box on certain points of belief and they are declared Christians, and when they say an insincere “sorry”, and they are forgiven, washed pure by the blood of Christ, all ready to head back and sin again! This sort of theology is an abomination to God but many of us have been affected by it’s teaching.  Leviticus challenges us to re-examine our standards and ensure we have not drifted onto the reefs of evil.
God seeks genuine change of heart and action from his people. We are to confess our sins and forsake them! If we fail to forsake them we remain in the error of Satan, for we are hypocrites, play actors with the truth, not genuine believers in the truth. To be genuine in a belief means to be transformed by that belief. If there is no transformation, there is no genuine belief! This is the reason behind the Lord’s condemnation of those who have no fruit of righteousness in their lives. Matthew 7:13ff, James 2-5.  Refer to the BTB studies of FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, GOOD WORKS.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Any sexual confusion is an evil and comes from Satan’s policy to destroy God’s people and plan. To compromise with any aspect of sexual sin is to compromise with Satan himself. It is evil and we need to be heard saying it is evil.

2.
Fidelity in homosexual relationships is of no significance in judging them at all. They are condemned because they are part of Satanic confusion of sexuality and temptations are to be seen as that; temptations to a path that leads only to destruction. All people have different areas of weakness and will be tempted to different things, and the man tempted to have sex with his neighbour’s wife is no more evil than the person tempted into homosexuality or lesbianism. All sexual deviation from the biblical concept of marriage is sin and evil, and is to be resisted, for our life and the survival of our community is at stake in these matters.

3.
Sexual confusion destroyed communities in the past and it continues to do so today. We are to be careful of all things that distort God’s plan for mankind. This has been Satan’s key area for concentration since the beginning of time. He has attempted to deceive men and women that they can “get by” with these things and that pleasure is an indication of God’s favour. Pleasure is simply pleasure and its source is always to be questioned by those who would seek to serve their Lord and God. Those who live carelessly in these matters will face great judgment.

DOCTRINES
GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - MARRIAGE

HOMOSEXUALITY

ANGELS – SATAN’S STRATEGY AND TACTICS

EVIL

WORLD

WORLDLINESS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

GOOD WORKS

NOTES
LEVITICUS CHAPTER 19

INTRODUCTION
Holiness to the Lord must overflow to righteousness, loving care, and justice towards man in daily behaviour. The Lord speaks to Moses here again, summing up the Ten Commandments and looking at specific daily applications into the fabric of community life. The repetition of the principles of the Law is seen here, and will be again in Deuteronomy. The Lord intends us to repeat his Word again and again to his people so that they are without excuse for application. 

The rules here are at times shocking, in that some things we wouldn’t expect need to be said, (Don’t abuse the deaf and blind, for example), but it is a reminder that man’s nature is basically bad, and the Word and Spirit of God alone make it good. Some people speak of morality without God, yet the evidence of history is that man’s life tends to be “nasty brutish and short” unless it is enlightened by the living presence of God. Isaiah 28:7-15.

LEVITICUS 19:1-37
 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2  Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I the LORD your God am holy. 3  Ye shall fear every man his mother, and his father, and keep my sabbaths: I am the LORD your God. 4  Turn ye not unto idols, nor make to yourselves molten gods: I am the LORD your God. 

Verses 1 – 4.  

Notice the formal nature of these words. The Lord speaks to Moses reminding him of the need to remind the people of their obligation to obey the words they have received and honour the one who has called them to be a nation before him. 
The instructions here run a parallel course to Exodus 20ff, and simply flow from thought to thought, from honouring God, to parents, and outwards to the entire community.  The first command is one that runs all through scripture. We are, as the children of God, to be holy. This means separated out from our community as people of the Lord, set aside from the cares and interests of ordinary life to be his servants alone. 
Holiness is not pious, self centred, sanctity, but active commitment to the service of the Lord in moral, physical and mental purity of mind and body. The Lord demands we are pure and ready to serve Him; this is holiness, not the legalism that often masquerades as the real thing, but is simply hypocrisy.  Arrogant religious observance produces pride and hypocrisy, whereas the Lord demands of us humility in our service of Him and our fellow man. Matthew 5:43-48, 7:13-29, John 13:1-17, 1 Peter 1:13-25.

The evidence that holiness is real is seen in the individual’s behaviours, especially towards their parents, and in their formal and informal worship of the Lord. Those who abused their parents or did not care for them in their old age were not “holy”, for they were not showing love to their earthly father, so how could they love their heavenly father? Matthew 15:3-6, Mark 7:9-13. 
These hypocrites had money to assist their elderly parents in a time of need, but they said they could not, because they had “gifted” the money to God and so it was “Corban”, now sacred.  This was pious hypocrisy, for they kept the money and used it for themselves, but falsely dedicated it to God rather than meet their solemn obligations before God! God hates this level of hypocrisy, and hates the behaviours of those who worship Him in the Temple/Tabernacle/Sanctuary, but then head home and worship other gods there. 
Those who built their own gods of molten metal are condemned along with those who despise their earthly parents. Many had their household shrines to the “gods”, and these are condemned. Worship of the Lord, the heavenly father of Israel, is to be in spirit and in truth, not with statues and other forms of idols.  John 4:24. Refer to the BTB studies of WORSHIP, IDOLATRY, HUMILITY.

5  And if ye offer a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the LORD, ye shall offer it at your own will. 6  It shall be eaten the same day ye offer it, and on the morrow: and if ought remain until the third day, it shall be burnt in the fire. 7  And if it be eaten at all on the third day, it is abominable; it shall not be accepted. 8  Therefore every one that eateth it shall bear his iniquity, because he hath profaned the hallowed thing of the LORD: and that soul shall be cut off from among his people. 
Verses 5 – 8.  

The way the holiness of the sacrifices is to be kept may appear strange to us. Leviticus 7:11-36, Deuteronomy 12:8-19. Of all the things that could be mentioned why mention the keeping of the flesh of the Peace Offering until the third day as a sin worthy of death? This was a death penalty that applied to the priesthood and the family of the person bringing the offering, for both ate of this offering. Any offering made was to be a “free will offering”. No-one was to lead their brother to make a sacrifice, but each was to reflect upon their spiritual need and meet it of their own free will before the Lord and their community. 
Having exercised their free will and brought the sacrifice that the Holy Spirit convicted them they needed to bring, their work was not yet completely done. They were to pass over the assigned meat of the sacrifice, to the priest who did the work of the offering, and they were to eat it that first day, and possibly into the next day, but by sunset of that day they were to burn by fire anything that remained. The priesthood received the breast and the right leg, and the family of the man who brought the sacrifice received the rest for his family to eat as a holy meal together that day also. 

This rule was not for hygiene reasons, although there are some good ones regarding this rule. The reason was purely related to obedience, for the people relating to God’s Law, and for the priesthood regarding their being fed the next day by another sacrifice. This sacrifice was their “daily food”, and if the sacrifices were not brought by the people, then the priesthood did not get meat to eat. It would be tempting, if there were no sacrifices like this the second day, to hold the remnant of the meat over until the following day, just to be sure that there was meat that day. This action demonstrated lack of faith, and was sinful, for it cast doubts upon the priest’s belief that he Lord would provide for his priests. 
The family of the man who brought the sacrifice, on the other hand, were challenged to simple obedience regarding the meat that may be left after the second day, in just the same manner as the priest was challenged. If there was any remnant, then it was to be burned with fire, and they were to move on from their holy meal and sweet fellowship with the Lord through the Peace Offering, and return to full participation in the life of the nation by the third day. 

The sacrifice was to be partaken of the day of it’s offering, in thanksgiving for salvation and sanctification through the Holy Spirit. Having partaken of the holy meal, the next day the people involved, and the priesthood were expected to get up and return to full participation in their life and work, in faith that the Lord would provide for them the next day. It was permissible for the people and the priest to tarry over this meal to the end of the second day, but any delay after that was a self centred wickedness, that proved they either lacked faith in the Lord’s ability to provide for them, or were simply disobedient, looking at the “waste” of food rather than obedience to the Lord. God seeks obedience, not simply sacrifices! Psalms 51:17-19, Hosea 6:6, Malachi 1:8.
It is valuing the meat ahead of obedience to, and faith in, God, and as such it indicates, for the priest involved, that the faith required of the priesthood was lacking, and they were unfit to lead the people. They were self centred, rather than God centred in their thinking, and as the spiritual leaders they were corrupt and unfit to lead. Such narcissistic people were dangerous in positions of spiritual leadership, for they lacked faith in God, but loved their wages (meat), and such men were to be cut off from the people. Priesthood is about service, not about wages. Those who lust after money for the Lord’s work are evil and will be judged.

The people were to demonstrate their faith and bring their sacrifice, and the priest was to demonstrate his faith in his actions in bringing the sacrifice to the altar, and then he was to take it into himself (eating spoke of their faith in the work of the sacrifice), and then head back out into the tabernacle to do his next task, and so to witness to the truth that they had just acted through to obedient conclusion. Without faith it is impossible to please God, be we pastors or sheep! Romans 8:5-13, Ephesians 2:8-19, Hebrews 11:6. 
The people are judged for this disobedience, but the focus is upon the priesthood primarily. There is double blessing for the obedient pastor of the Lord’s people, but there is double discipline for disobedience also. 
A pastor of the people of God who loved the wages of their work, more than they loved the Lord they ministered to was a spiritual danger to the Lord’s people. It is a serious thing to stand before the people of God and represent the Lord, and those who do this with an eye on their wages rather than their obedience to the Lord are in grave danger of judgment from God. 1 Timothy 3:3-8, Titus 1:7-11, James 3:1-6, 1 Peter 5:1-4, Jude 3-5. Refer carefully to the BTB studies, CHURCH – PASTORS/ELDERS, PASTORAL RENUMERATION, PASTORAL AUTHORITY.

9  And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy field, neither shalt thou gather the gleanings of thy harvest. 10  And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather every grape of thy vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the poor and stranger: I am the LORD your God. 
Verses 9 – 10.  

Social welfare was unheard of in the ancient world, except for Israel. Notice the form it takes, and how important it is in God’s sight, in that it’s rules occur right after those relating to holiness. The reason is clearly seem when we reflect upon the placement of these rules. To be holy, separated for the purposes of God means that we will worship in a manner that identifies us as God’s people, but also we will be transformed in our attitudes to others in our community. Our love for the Lord will overflow into love and care for those less fortunate in our society also. James 2:14-26, 1 John 3:16-19. 
Assistance was never to be by way of handout, but by way of hand up. The poor of the land were not to have welfare given to them, but were expected to present themselves in the fields at dawn and follow the workers, who were to leave the corners of the fields and vineyards for the poor to gather from.  Assistance was provided for those who would work, but none was ever to be given to those who were lazy and expected things for nothing. This principle applies in the church period also. 1 Thessalonians 5:12-15, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12. Those who are not prepared to work do not eat! Refer to the BTB study WELFARE.

11  Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither lie one to another. 12  And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD. 13  Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither rob him: the wages of him that is hired shall not abide with thee all night until the morning. 14  Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stumbling block before the blind, but shalt fear thy God: I am the LORD. 15  Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou shalt not respect the person of the poor, nor honor the person of the mighty: but in righteousness shalt thou judge thy neighbour. 16  Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neighbour; I am the LORD. 17  Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him. 18  Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the LORD. 
Verses 11 – 18.  

The social rules for the community’s health and safety follow now. Theft is a violation of more than property; it is a violation of social cohesion and respect for others. Each of us have been placed upon the earth to walk our own path before the Lord, and that is never to violate the path of others and take from them what the Lord has given them. Theft is a serious violation of the order God intends there to be amongst men. Fraud is equally important to direct theft.  Those who promise goods or services and do not deliver them are thieves as surely as the man who steals an item from a person’s house. 
Fraudulent activities and all lying in business breaks down the economy of a nation and destroys the financial and social fabric of the land. We have seen the results of corruption in government over recent years in some Asian and African nations where the economy collapses under the weight of the corruption of government and private individuals, and the result is the people starve. These sinful business practises are great evils and God hates them, and informs the people that these things are hated by God, and the people who practise them will be judged, and the nation that tolerates them will be destroyed over time by them. This will be covered in Leviticus chapter 26.

Taking the Lord’s name in vain brings judgment upon the person and the society that tolerates it. If an oath is taken in God’s name then it is to be honoured, and those who use the Lord’s name to cover an oath they do not intend to keep are told they will be judged. The Lord himself reinforces these rules strongly, as does James. Matthew 5:34-36, 23:16-22, James 5:12. To use religion for business purposes is a dangerous thing, and the line walked must have absolute integrity, or the person being defrauded is not just the business partner, but God himself. The court may, through injustice, enable a guilty fraudster to prosper, but God will judge such a man or woman.

Wages due were to be paid on the day they were owed. People bought their food daily in this time and so the person who had done the work was to be paid that evening, in order that the next day the women of the household could buy in the market place and the family eat. In our day we have moved to paying people weekly, fortnightly or monthly. 
We must be careful in this matter, for a delay in paying a person for the work they have done is in contravention of the words of God here, and any business that with holds wages for a longer period that the normal food buying period before paying them is guilty of a sinful, even evil, business practise. The argument that “everybody does it” does not impress, for as believers we are under God’s standard not man’s, and God’s standard is that no person working for us ought to have to borrow money to feed his family while we withhold his wages and pay monthly to suit our accounting system. 
Exploitation of workers, who are paid low wages to do work because they are desperate for work is another evil, yet in our day the big firms of this world are praised for their good business practises (in minimizing costs) and high profits. 
We must be careful in these things for God will judge the nation that exploits it’s poor and makes a fortune upon the backs of people who are little better than slaves, and who are badly treated. We must give answer to God in these matters, not the courts of men. Globalization is the catch cry of the twenty first century, but God’s Word is for ethics. Deuteronomy 24:14-15, Proverbs 22:22-23, Jeremiah 22:3, 13, Ezekiel 22:29-31, Malachi 3:5-6, James 5:1-8.

If a debt was owed a coat could be taken in surety, but the coat had to be returned each night if it was cold, so that the debtor was warm at night. In our day it is common for creditors to “wind the pressure up” on debtors, but under God that is not to occur. A debt is to be paid, but reasonable treatment is to be given the man who owes money to enable him to pay it back in work, money, or materials.  Those who were afflicted with deafness or blindness were often mistreated. To be deaf was for some, under satanic superstition seen to be a sign of the god’s wrath, and so such people were cursed. The blind were made fun of in a Darwinian type culture where only the strongest survived, and in our base and evil communities they still are treated this way. We must remember that evolutionary ethics are no ethics at all! 
We must also remember that the paganism of this day we are studying is similar to the post-Christendom world that is the norm in many places in the Western World. When God’s Word and standards are forgotten, then a culture returns to it’s pagan roots and it is a terrible place to be. It is God’s standard that values and protects the disabled, and we are to ensure that this remains the standard by magnifying God’s Word, for ethics does not flow from the baseness of man, but from the grace and Plan of God alone. It is the fear of the Lord that keeps man back from greater evil, not any innate goodness in mankind. Read the daily crime reports if you think otherwise. Deuteronomy 27:15-26.  Refer to the BTB studies, GOD – GOD CARES FOR YOU, FAITHFULNESS, FATHERHOOD OF GOD, THE PLAN OF GOD.

In all matters of judgment, righteousness and justice were to be the rule. People were not to have their cases heard with partiality, where the rich or powerful were given a better hearing than the poor. Justice was to be blind to man’s status, and hear the arguments openly, and judge the truth fairly and honestly. Those who told tales and spread gossip are universally condemned, whether they were falsely pious in their gossiping or simply malicious, they are told they are evil, bearing the fruit of Satan himself, the father of liars, certainly not bearing godly fruit. Slandering others by false whispering campaigns was seen as so important to the early church, that any man or woman doing it was banned from public office. Proverbs 11:13, 20:19, 1 Timothy 3:11, 2 Timothy 3:3, Titus 2:3, 1 Peter 2:1. 
They were not to “stand against the blood of a neighbour”; that is they were not to seek their neighbour’s life. If there was cause for rebuke, then this was to be done with wisdom, and through the means of justice available through the priestly courts. No vigilante justice was to rule in Israel; anger was not to direct justice, reason was. When the path of wisdom is not taken, then the door is open to anger and then to hatred. Vengeance was not to rule the people, justice was. Hatred can build to murder, and hatred must be addressed before it unravels a community. Respect, love for one’s fellow and the fear of the Lord will alone bind the community. Deuteronomy 32:25, Proverbs 20:22, 26:23-28, Matthew 5:43-48, 22:37-39, James 2:5-13, 1 John 2:9-11, 3:7-16.

19  Ye shall keep my statutes. Thou shalt not let thy cattle gender with a diverse kind: thou shalt not sow thy field with mingled seed: neither shall a garment mingled of linen and woollen come upon thee. 
Verse 19.  

Mixtures of things God had intended to be separate were forbidden. No mixed fabric garments were to be worn. Mixing of animal types were forbidden. The people were to wear pure fabrics as a reminder that they were to be “of one type”, for God and God’s truth alone. Their cattle and their crops were to be of one type in each place, as a reminder that God made things to be themselves, not mixed with others. Deuteronomy 22:9-11. What God had separated in his creation was to be kept separated by men. God’s distinctions were to be maintained and there was to be no unequal yoking of animal or man. This principle was carried over into the church with the absolute separation from evil and paganism of all sorts.  Matthew 9:16-19, 2 Corinthians 6:14-18. Refer to the BTB study SEPARATION.

20  And whosoever lieth carnally with a woman, that is a bondmaid, betrothed to an husband, and not at all redeemed, nor freedom given her; she shall be scourged; they shall not be put to death, because she was not free. 21  And he shall bring his trespass offering unto the LORD, unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, even a ram for a trespass offering. 22  And the priest shall make an atonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering before the LORD for his sin which he hath done: and the sin which he hath done shall be forgiven him. 
Verses 20 – 22 

These verses read a little strangely to our ears, and it is easy to jump to conclusions about the fairness of this. We need to remember the Character of God as we read these verses, and others like them that raise questions for us in our liberal day. The situation here was a rule that was designed to prevent a slave girl being used as personal property for sex by any man. Slaves and free people were all under the same sexual laws, and for a woman having sex with any man other than her husband was adultery. 
If the woman went along with the “seduction”, and began an “affair”, she was to be beaten, but the death penalty for adultery was not to be imposed, because the woman was not free, and so was limited in her options to report any abuse. She was not without recourse to law however, and to go along with a seduction and enter into a full sexual affair with a man who was not her betrothed husband was to be judged. The man also was to be publicly disgraced and was to be forced to bring a Trespass Offering for his sin against the woman and against God. From the statement that, “they (plural) were not to be put to death”, Deuteronomy 22:23-29, I conclude, with most of the older commentators, that the man also was beaten with 39 lashes, and then in addition he had to bring the sacrifice. 

23  And when ye shall come into the land, and shall have planted all manner of trees for food, then ye shall count the fruit thereof as uncircumcised: three years shall it be as uncircumcised unto you: it shall not be eaten of. 24  But in the fourth year all the fruit thereof shall be holy to praise the LORD withal. 25  And in the fifth year shall ye eat of the fruit thereof, that it may yield unto you the increase thereof: I am the LORD your God. 
Verses 23 – 25.  

The Firstfruits of the land was to be the Lord’s for the first three years. No fruit tree was to be picked for food in the first three years. The rabbis would instruct that the fruit was to be plucked off and used as fertilizer once it had formed, but well before it was ripe. There are good horticultural reasons for this, but the primary reason was the Lord directed them to do this. Obedience was the issue, and thanksgiving was the reason. All the fruit of the land was to be seen as the bounty of the Lord, and dedicated to the Lord, and the Lord’s instructions followed regarding all aspects of horticulture. The fourth year was to be a Firstfruits offering to the Lord. The entire crop was to be brought to the Lord for a thanks offering and given to the priesthood. A special feast was held of this fruit, and in later years the people who brought the fruit shared in this. Proverbs 3:9-10, Haggai 1:3-11, Malachi 3:8-10.

26  Ye shall not eat any thing with the blood: neither shall ye use enchantment, nor observe times. 
Verse 26.  

These rules are the strengthening of the Law already given and the clarifying of some things to underscore the Lord’s demand that the people of Israel be not as the pagans were. They were to be visibly different and maintain purity and holiness before the world and the Lord. This involved their appearance and also their practises. The first was concerning blood. They had already been told not to eat meat with blood in it, but even if blood adhered to it, they were to have no part of such food. They were not to use any enchantments, or magic incantations of any sort. They were to honour no days and ceremonies other than those God ordained, nor use incantations, nor prophesied through demons. When a prophet of God spoke, they spoke plainly and in their own voice, but the fake prophets wept, wailed, cut themselves, and affected various strange voices, with peeping and muttering. Real prophets of God speak as heralds of the King; they do not put on voices, or act strangely. God’s men and women stand upright and boldly proclaim the truth; Satan’s people peep, mutter, whisper, and act as if they are doing, or experiencing strange things. Exodus 22:18, Deuteronomy  18:10, Isaiah 8:19, Galatians 5:20. Refer to the BTB studies PROPHET, PROPHECY, HERALDS.

27  Ye shall not round the corners of your heads, neither shalt thou mar the corners of thy beard. 28  Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon you: I am the LORD. 
Verses 27 – 28.  

The shape and style of the haircut was more significant in the ancient world than it is today. Today a haircut is just that, a haircut; it symbolizes nothing religious, but then it was a banner of the belief of a person. To cut the hair in such a shape as to appear rounded over the head was a sign of devotion to the god later called Dionysius by the Greeks; the god of wine, sex and drunkenness. For an Israelite to join such a cult and have their head shaved was to openly declare their rebellion against the standards of God, and they were to be judged as quickly as the witch or warlock (enchanters of evil spirits) was, with death. The impact of paganism may be hidden through life, but when the rituals for their dead are acted out, then that person’s belief system may emerge in the midst of their grief. If a person was a secret pagan then it would emerge as they buried their dead, and they would cut themselves in the pagan manner and behave strangely, as the demonic forces they worshipped took charge over them. Tattooing was also forbidden to Israelites. No marks were to be made upon the skin, for this also was a pagan religious practise, not “body art” to the ancients. Such things were forbidden to the Israelites and we ought to be careful of such things ourselves. Isaiah 52:11, 2 Corinthians 6:17.

29  Do not prostitute thy daughter, to cause her to be a whore; lest the land fall to whoredom, and the land become full of wickedness. 30  Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD. 
Verses 29 – 30.  

In cultures where girls are undervalued the selling of young girls for sexual slavery is still practised.  Even today tens of thousands of girls are sold each year into prostitution. This is called what it is by God, an evil and great wickedness. The support of governments for prostitution is to spread wickedness in the land. Sex for sale is always an evil, for it violates both marriage and the family, and does not solve the sin problem of the men and women who pay for sex; it simply holds them in their evil life style.  We hear all manner of political arguments for the opposite position to the one the Lord demands his people take, and all their expedient arguments simply cover evil and rename it freedom of choice for sinful man. Rather than follow the evils of the Old Sin Nature, the Israelites are to honour God and his Tabernacle and keep his Sabbaths. Genuine Spiritual Worship is to be the antidote to evil and the temptations that overwhelm their pagan neighbours.  

31  Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the LORD your God. 32  Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the face of the old man, and fear thy God: I am the LORD. 
Verses 31 – 32.  

In days when superstitions abounded, the people of God were to be known as those who stood for truth in the midst of quackery and evil. They were not to have anything to do with tea leaf readers, séances, false prophets, or any form of weird “spirituality”, but were to worship in a holy and pure manner in the Lord’s sanctuary alone. Deuteronomy 13:1-11, 18:9-22.  All involvement in occult practises would defile the worshipper of the true God, and it was to be avoided at all costs. They were to respect the elders and always rise before older men who had wisdom. There was to respect for the aged and care and protection for them. 1 Timothy 5:8.

33  And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall not vex him. 34  But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one born among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God. 35  Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in meteyard, in weight, or in measure. 36  Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin, shall ye have: I am the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt. 37  Therefore shall ye observe all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them: I am the LORD.
Verses 33 – 37.  

Foreigners were often “free/fair game” in the ancient world; able to be abused, robbed, defrauded, and even killed, without anyone really being concerned. That was not to be the case in Israel, for they had been strangers in a strange land and they were kept by the Lord. Their gratefulness to the Lord was to be shown by their love of their foreign guests as if they were their own. This right to expect good treatment from the people of God ended only when the foreigner brought in evil religious or moral practises. They were to be treated as an Israelite under Law, and that meant if they practised evil they were to be executed as swiftly as a local born Israelite. Deuteronomy 10:17-22, Matthew 5:43-48. In all their business dealings they were to be honest, with honest weights and measures and honest dealings with all peoples. 

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Superstitions are not to guide any action of a believer. We are to have no part in any occult or false religious practise. We are neither to respect such people as practise these evils, nor have any dealings with them other than evangelism. These things destroy nations, because they are false beliefs that erode truth over time. We are to be careful of all actions that mimic the unbeliever, for we are to be separate in all we do, in how we appear and how we speak. We are to be lights in the darkness; we are not to compromise with the evil forces of darkness. Tattoos and any other marks of paganism are not to be practised by God’s people.

2.
Obedience was to be practised to all the commands of the Lord, and no excuses were acceptable for ignoring the Word of the Lord. There are no excuses today for failing to serve the Lord. There were also no excuses for service that was motivated by self interest rather than motivated by a deep desire to serve the Lord.    

3.
Godly business practises are demanded of God’s people. No matter what the local Employers and Manufacturers Association dictates is good business practise, we as the Lord’s people, have a higher standard. This means we are to pay good wages, and pay people in a timely fashion. We are to oppose fraudulent business practises and stand against crime in all it’s forms, including the abuse of workers and the poor. 

4.
Sexual morality was to be maintained by God’s people and none were to break the bounds of marriage, no matter what sort of marriage it was. Seduction of others is an evil, and to be seen and preached as such. There is to be no toleration of immorality of any sort.

5.
We are to be visibly different to the pagans amongst whom we live. This means standing against their practises and their beliefs as the evils they are.  We are to “touch not and taste not” the evils of the pagan world that surrounds us. We are not to be known as people of compromise. 
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LEVITICUS CHAPTER 20

INTRODUCTION
For every sin against God’s Law there was a punishment that was just and a legal process that was fair and right. In our day we live in corrupt societies that hate capital punishment, but do not equally hate murder and criminal evils, which abound because of the weakness of our legal systems. As we read these words below we can feel confused and even offended because of our liberal educations and the brain washing of our liberal governments under whose tutelage we have grown. Let us read with care and concern these words and reflect upon God’s character and plan as we see his rules regarding those who persist in society destroying evils.  

LEVITICUS 20
1  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2  Again, thou shalt say to the children of Israel, Whosoever he be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn in Israel, that giveth any of his seed unto Molech; he shall surely be put to death: the people of the land shall stone him with stones. 3  And I will set my face against that man, and will cut him off from among his people; because he hath given of his seed unto Molech, to defile my sanctuary, and to profane my holy name. 
Verses 1 – 3.  

The great evil of the fertility cults was that they violated the divine institutions of both marriage and the family. They practised sexual immorality as a part of their religion of fertility, and they practised every form of sexual deviancy and perversion. They also practised child prostitution, as well as adult, but worse of all they practised the murder of children to enhance the sexual pleasure of the worshippers, and the burning alive of babies upon the arms of the statue of Molech. Anyone who got involved in this evil cult was to be executed immediately. Numbers 25:1-5. 
Such things as this demanded immediate judgment to purge the land from such gross evil. Satan’s worst evil was concentrated in the cults of fertility, for they violated every Law of God. Satan still uses these same practises within the modern so called “sex industry”. To be involved in such things was to court divine judgment. To be secretly involved in such things and then turn up to the tabernacle was to defile the very tabernacle of God. The people were not to have any gods “alongside”, or “in the face of”, the Lord.  Exodus 20:3-7. 
Many believed that their worship of the Lord was fulfilled by their weekly attendance at Sabbath services, and that what they did on other days was “their own business”. This same viewpoint is present today amongst church attendees. This is a great evil and to be opposed by God’s people and preached against by God’s pastors. Compromise is evil and was to be dealt with by teaching the truth about it and punishing any who ignored the Word of God.   2 Corinthians 6:14-18, 1 Peter 3:10-17.

4  And if the people of the land do any ways hide their eyes from the man, when he giveth of his seed unto Molech, and kill him not: 5  Then I will set my face against that man, and against his family, and will cut him off, and all that go a whoring after him, to commit whoredom with Molech, from among their people. 6  And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will even set my face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people. 
Verses 4 - 6.  

Many in Israel will think that it is “none of their business” and will not take action against their neighbours when they see them heading after evil. Many will feel that they cannot betray their neighbour and inform on them to the authorities, for it will lead to their death. It is a serious thing to have information that can lead to the death of another and be internally torn about using it. There was to be however, no conflict with Bible believing people regarding this great evil of Molech worship, or any other form of occult worship, for if it was left unchallenged it would lead to the deaths of many in society and the very moral and real destruction of their society. 
God’s hand is against those who show mercy when there is every reason not to show mercy! We must not quote Shakespeare, (“the quality of mercy is not strained”), when we should be quoting scripture, for the quality of mercy IS MOST CERTAINLY strained when evil is being persistently followed. Unless action is taken, without mercy, against evil men and women, more innocent people will die. Mercy without judgment is weakness that always leads to the further abuse of the weak. If the people refuse to act and execute their neighbours who go after Molech, then the Lord will judge them with sickness and war and they will be cut off from life themselves. If evil is not dealt with quickly, all will suffer.

7  Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the LORD your God. 8  And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them: I am the LORD which sanctify you. 
Verses 7 – 8.  

The people of God are to “sanctify themselves”. That is, they are to set themselves apart from all other peoples and their behaviours and to be a special people standing for God. This is another command repeating the constant demand of God that his people are to be different to the pagans amongst whom they live.  The repetition of this principle has struck me with power as I have studied these chapters. I have never fully appreciated this holy demand of the Lord so well as I now do; we are to stand against all that is compromise, and against all that tolerates evil in our society. The Lord will sanctify us for his service as we place ourselves in the place of obedience to his holy demands. Our job is to obey, and the Lord’s response is to sanctify us for service. We obey and he strengthens us in our obedience, not before. 1 Thessalonians 5:14-24, 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17.

9  For every one that curseth his father or his mother shall be surely put to death: he hath cursed his father or his mother; his blood shall be upon him. 10  And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death. 11  And the man that lieth with his father's wife hath uncovered his father's nakedness: both of them shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them. 12  And if a man lie with his daughter in law, both of them shall surely be put to death: they have wrought confusion; their blood shall be upon them. 13  If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them. 14  And if a man take a wife and her mother, it is wickedness: they shall be burnt with fire, both he and they; that there be no wickedness among you. 15  And if a man lie with a beast, he shall surely be put to death: and ye shall slay the beast. 16  And if a woman approach unto any beast, and lie down thereto, thou shalt kill the woman, and the beast: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them. 17  And if a man shall take his sister, his father's daughter, or his mother's daughter, and see her nakedness, and she see his nakedness; it is a wicked thing; and they shall be cut off in the sight of their people: he hath uncovered his sister's nakedness; he shall bear his iniquity. 18  And if a man shall lie with a woman having her sickness, and shall uncover her nakedness; he hath discovered her fountain, and she hath uncovered the fountain of her blood: and both of them shall be cut off from among their people. 19  And thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy mother's sister, nor of thy father's sister: for he uncovereth his near kin: they shall bear their iniquity. 20  And if a man shall lie with his uncle's wife, he hath uncovered his uncle's nakedness: they shall bear their sin; they shall die childless. 
Verses 9 – 20.  

For a whole range of offences the death penalty was prescribed for God’s covenant people. They were to be a holy nation, a light to the Gentiles, and such a thing they could not be if they persistently compromised with evil in any matter at all. The death penalty is not for those who err through ignorance or temporary weakness, but was for those who, knowing the truth from God, deliberately ignored and opposed the truth. 
It was the Lord’s way of being sure that holiness was the standard and no other was allowed in Israel. They were to be different to all other people. We today, within the church are also to be different, just as they were, although expulsion from the church is the punishment now, not execution. Refer to the BTB study, PASTORAL DISCIPLINE.

The phrase, “their blood shall be upon them”, occurs again and again through this passage. It reminds us that judgment falls because the people are persistent in their evil and so they must pay the penalty for their sinful and persistent rebellion. All the various form of sexual sins are listed and the penalty is the same; both parties to adultery are to be executed.  They have produced confusion in morality by their actions and they are condemned for their evil. Homosexual sexual activity is condemned alongside immoral heterosexual activity, and it is all placed on a par with bestiality. There is no defence for any of these actions; that they “loved each other”, or that they “were faithful to each other”, or that it was just, “harmless fun”. God’s ruling is clear in each and every case; they have wrought evil and they must die, for Israel will not be allowed to go the way of the pagan nations while they follow God’s Law. Sadly they stopped executing the law, and they did become like the other nations, and so they went into captivity in 586BC. We will study this process in Leviticus 26. 

The specific ruling against the person who marries a woman and then enters into a three-some relationship with her mother also is quite severe. They are killed by stoning and then their bodies are burned. Burning alive was a pagan thing and was not to be done by God’s people. Even as a result of gross sin, the death penalty was to be administered by stoning alone. (Joshua 7:15,25.) 
The death penalty was not necessarily applied for incest cases, for the woman was not seduced, she was raped by her older male relative. The man bears his own wickedness and is cut off from the people, but the woman has no penalty. Those who enter into wrongful sexual relationships due to the closeness of blood or relationship through marriage, may be faithful to one another, but their unions will not be blessed because they have violated God’s Law. Their marriage will not prosper and they will experience God’s judgment upon them all their days. No-one gets away with violating these laws. 

Even sexual relationship with a woman during her period time was an offence. This certainly seems to be a bit excessive to our eyes! Pause however and reflect upon the nature of society at this time. Women had no rest in agrarian societies and God’s rule for Israel gave them at least a week off every month to recharge their depleted batteries. For a woman to enter into sex through this time placed pressure on all other women, and for a man to attempt sex at this time showed he disregarded God’s law and saw women as objects to be used for his personal gratification, irrespective of her need for rest. 
Both were to be punished, although this was not a capital offence.  While we have no mandate to execute people for their moral choices today, this list must challenge us, for it sets out God’s policy for holiness for his people, and reminds us that God demands righteousness in sexual relationships, and the rights of women are to be respected, and their period time is to be a time of rest, not abuse. It also reminds us that public humiliation was to be the lot of all who broke the Law in these matters, even if the death penalty was not applied in their case.

21  And if a man shall take his brother's wife, it is an unclean thing: he hath uncovered his brother's nakedness; they shall be childless. 22  Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them: that the land, whither I bring you to dwell therein, spue you not out 23  And ye shall not walk in the manners of the nation, which I cast out before you: for they committed all these things, and therefore I abhorred them. 
Verses 21 - 23.  

These verses caused great upset in the reign of Henry VIII, who had married his dead brother Arthur’s wife, Catherine of Aragon. The reasons for Henry’s marriage were simply political and financial and so in his expediency he opened the door to great evil. He later murdered several of his wives as well as many of his friends. As a young man he had promise, and was the most educated and learned king in English history, but sexual passion undid him and created great evil in the land, and led to the further evils of the reigns of Mary and Elizabeth when thousands of believers died in religious conflict.   Like Manasseh of Judah, Henry VIII of England may have been saved, but I for one doubt it, and do not expect to see him in heaven due to the persistence of his sin pattern. Matthew 7:13-23, 1 John 3:6.
To ignore God’s clear instructions is to open the door to great evil. The reason why the people of Canaan lost their land to the Israelites was sexual and other forms of immorality. If the Israelites learned from, and followed them, they would share their fate. We are challenged today to select the life style that best accords with our destiny. Why should believers live as if they are pagans, and live as if they will share the eternal fires of the lake of Fire with such people?  We are called to be different, and so let us be so, and stand out as moral people in a sea of evil.  From the words of our Lord it is hard to escape the conclusion that those who persist in evil choices do so because the “root” of their life is firmly in Satan’s soil.   To persist in sin and evil is to give formal evidence of being unsaved.
24  But I have said unto you, Ye shall inherit their land, and I will give it unto you to possess it, a land that floweth with milk and honey: I am the LORD your God, which have separated you from other people. 25  Ye shall therefore put difference between clean beasts and unclean, and between unclean fowls and clean: and ye shall not make your souls abominable by beast, or by fowl, or by any manner of living thing that creepeth on the ground, which I have separated from you as unclean. 26  And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the LORD am holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye should be mine. 27  A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them.

Verses 24 – 27.  

If they were to function as a nation of priests, and witness to the Lord’s power, purpose and plan, then they had to be perfect in their obedience before the Lord. They needed to deal with those amongst them who lusted after the pagan religions of the people they had taken over from in the land. There needed to be judgment of any evil in the nation, before the nation as a whole was judged. Psalms 78:32-62, Zechariah 11:7-17. 
The people received the land of Israel as a blessing, but they acted in such a way as to deny themselves the blessing that ought to have flowed from it. They did this by failing to praise God for their bounty and be obedient to his commands. God’s purpose was to keep them safe, but they desired to be like the people they had replaced in the land, rather then be the people of God, as they were intended to be.  Deuteronomy 7:6-11, 14:1-2, 1 Peter 2:9-12.

They were to make distinctions between the clean and the unclean in their daily and agricultural lives. They were to be visibly different to their neighbours. Every aspect of their lives was to proclaim the difference between them and their pagan neighbours.  Anyone who stood for evil and demonism was to be identified clearly and be stoned to death. All who stood for evil in the land were to join those who they had dispossessed. Evil practises were to be stamped out before their influences eliminated the people of God.  The sadness of the historian is that the people failed to act as they ought to have and so the evil of demonism in the end saturated the nation and it went into Babylonian Captivity. Refer to the BTB study EVIL.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
The quality of mercy is strained and needs to be at times! If we show mercy to those who are evil, we simply expand the influence of evil and destroy the good and kill the innocent by letting the evil live.  We need to be careful and we need to be thoughtful about the results of our modern liberalism, for it has not given us the peace and plenty that it promised. It has delivered a godless and immoral society however, and that is what the Lord promises to those who ignore his Word. 

2.
Many great or potentially great rulers have been destroyed by sexual sins. Let us pause and reflect upon our present need to preach more forcefully than we do the dangers of immorality. We speak of sexual sin as being a victimless sin, yet all society is the victim of such sin. Things we make moves about and chuckle over in the area of sexual sin, the Lord calls so evil that the sinners were to be executed and their bodies burned. Let us correct our priorities on these things.

DOCTRINES

PASTORAL DISCIPLINE 

EVIL 
LEVITICUS CHAPTER 21

INTRODUCTION
This chapter deals with the subject of the sanctification of the priesthood for their duties as those who stood before God on behalf of the nation. They had to have special standards, above and beyond those of the ordinary people, for they stood for the people representing the Lord to them, and them to the Lord. They had to be as perfect as possible for men to be, in order to fulfil their role in representing the Lord to the people.  They had to avoid things and actions that would render them ritually unclean, and yet also they had to touch lepers as part of their cleansing, and as part of the investigations into the leprosy condition. 

There were special rules for them to enable them to do their work and remain clean (remember – this is not a reference to them being “dirty” in a physical sense, but to being not able to stand before the Lord in ritual and real purity of mind and body) throughout. There were family obligations that they did not meet as other Israelites were expected to, for example, the care of the dead body of a relative. 

The three sections of this chapter deal with the three areas where the priesthood faced specific rules for their conduct of life and their role as priests before God.

Verses 1 – 6.
They were not allowed to touch the dead, nor engage in rituals of mourning for the dead, unless they were the closest relatives, or most dearly loved ones. They stood for God and the death of the godly is their entry to heaven, so no cause for grief to God. They stood also for the people, and so normal grief, (which is legitimate self centred sadness at the loss of the loved one), is not fully allowed them, for they stand before God for others, not for themselves. They were not entitled to express self centred emotions, for they were there to represent the people, not themselves.

Verses 7 – 15.
They were to enter into and maintain sinless marriages. They were to set the example of what marriage was meant to be before God.  Their choice of brides and their life choices were to be made carefully, in order that they might set the best example to the people. 

Verses 16 – 24.
Because they stood before the people, representing the Lord and his work through the sacrificial system, they were to be as physically perfect as possible. All men with any physical deformities were not eligible to serve. Those with any deformity, be it from birth or accident, were still fed by the priesthood and were looked after until their death, but they could perform support functions only. To dress in the robes of a priest required a man to stand without any defect before the Lord. 

LEVITICUS 21
21:1  And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto the priests the sons of Aaron, and say unto them, There shall none be defiled for the dead among his people: 2  But for his kin, that is near unto him, that is, for his mother, and for his father, and for his son, and for his daughter, and for his brother. 3  And for his sister a virgin, that is nigh unto him, which hath had no husband; for her may he be defiled. 4  But he shall not defile himself, being a chief man among his people, to profane himself. 5  They shall not make baldness upon their head, neither shall they shave off the corner of their beard, nor make any cuttings in their flesh. 6  They shall be holy unto their God, and not profane the name of their God: for the offerings of the LORD made by fire, and the bread of their God, they do offer: therefore they shall be holy. 
Verses 1- 6.  

A dead body defiled all who touched it, and also the place in which it lay. This was an important rule for hygiene as well as for spiritual reasons. Death was a reminder of the curse of sin and so was never to be beautified and made to appear lovely; it was to be a reminder of the Fall of Man and the entry of sin was a curse and a judgment. It was never to be “normalized”, for it was a result of the satanic assault upon the world God made. Special rituals involving the ashes of the Red Heifer were laid down for the purification of those who were involved in preparation of the dead for burial. The dead were buried quickly in the ancient Middle East, as a hygiene precaution, and also so that the pagan excesses did not occur, as they did in some other cultures like the Egyptians, with their several months of mummification before burial and their elaborate tombs. Mourning was a formal period of seven days after the burial, which would normally have occurred on the day the person died. Numbers 19:11-22. 

The people for whom a priest might mourn and touch the body as part of it’s preparation are listed. They were, mother, father, son, daughter, brother, and unmarried sister. There were no others for whom he was excused for the seven days of mourning. He is a man in a life long position or service, and so the normal rights of the common people do not apply to him, and so he is unable to mourn for close friends and other relatives. He has to put his role ahead of his rights, and lead the entire people with a focus that controls all his private emotions. 
The rules for the priesthood were not all applied to the ministers of the early church, but there was an expectation that the principles here would be applied by those who led the church. This means that pastoral leadership requires a man to have his focus upon his responsibilities, well ahead of his own rights and that in any point of conflict between the needs of the flock and his own, then the flock’s needs were to be met first. “Others” is the motto of Christian service, just as it was for the priesthood of Aaron. The other motto of the priest, as of the modern servant of the Lord could be, “The Lord’s Will Alone in my life”. 
As the priests carried the bread and the blood, so do we at the communion service, and so we remember the cost of the sacrifice for sin. All those who partake of the holy meal of Communion must we without sin and have no compromise with anything that even resembles evil or cultic practises. 1 Corinthians 11:23-34. Refer to the EBCWA web site or CD and study the Leadership Manual (Book 112).

The mourning rituals of the day involved some semi pagan practises that could make the mourner appear to be the devotee of a cult. Cutting of hair, bodies, or any weird or strange dress or behaviours were banned as semi-pagan nonsense that showed despair and lack of hope, rather than the confidence that the genuine believer buries their dead within. All such pagan mourning rites were to be banned for the priesthood, who were able to mourn with the tears of dignity and at times sad devastation, but were not to appear in any shape or form as if they had no hope in death. Romans 12:9-16, Ephesians 1:18, 2:12, Colossians 1:5, 1:23-27, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. 
The doctrine of the resurrection is the major one that is meant to strengthen us in our grief, for we look forward to the rising of the dead loved one, and our rising with them to serve the Lord forever. This is why the resurrection passages in the New Testament form the dominant portion of the funeral service of the believer today. Romans 7:24-25, 8:33-39, 1 Corinthians 15:42-58, Galatians 6:7-10, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-8. Refer to the BTB study RESURRECTION
The faith of Abraham in his burying of his loved ones and himself together in the cave at Hebron spoke to the Jewish people of the hope of resurrection, and David’s faith in seeing the child of Bathsheba’s again speaks of the same heavenly hope. It is in this faith that Aaron’s sons and we ourselves are to stand. Genesis 23:19, 25:9-10, 2 Samuel 12:17-23. Refer to the BTB study CHRISTIAN LIFE – DESTINY OF BELIEVERS, DEATH, COMMUNION SERVICE – THE LORD’S TABLE.

7  They shall not take a wife that is a whore, or profane; neither shall they take a woman put away from her husband: for he is holy unto his God. 8  Thou shalt sanctify him therefore; for he offereth the bread of thy God: he shall be holy unto thee: for I the LORD, which sanctify you, am holy. 
Verses 7 – 8.  

The purity of the priesthood was to be maintained in their marriages and in their sexual behaviours. To break this law was to die, as the sons of Eli, and he himself would do later. 1 Samuel 2:12-36, 4:19-22. The death of the evil family of Eli did not cause the glory to depart from Israel as the foolish dying wife of Phinehas said, for God would restore the Ark and the priesthood by means of Samuel, who would follow the instructions recorded here by Moses and bring the glory back through his obedience. This remains the way for the glory of the Lord to be seen in the church; by means of the obedience of his servants. 1 Samuel 6:1-9, 7:1-17.

While all sins may be forgiven and a person who has lived an immoral life be cleansed of their past sins, such people as had a reputation for past sexual sin were excluded from the potential list of wives for a priest. The wife of the priest had to be as pure as he was meant to be, both setting the example of holiness before the Lord. A woman who had been a whore, or had been divorced from any other man, was excluded from the choice of wife for a priest, even if such a woman had become a saint after her restoration to spiritual life. 
There are consequences for some actions that last, even though the sins associated with those life choices may be wiped away. The choice to enter into sexual immorality, a bad marriage, or fail to be able to save a marriage, left both partners ineligible for service within the priesthood. This rule also applied in the early church to all in pastoral authority. Their married life had to be exemplary, with no past or present sexual relationships that might emerge later to embarrass the church and bring the Lord’s name into disgrace. Those who ministered holy things had to have lived a holy life, living with one person for life, who had also lived such a life. The people for whom they ministered had to have 100% confidence in both of them.  1 Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-9, 1 Peter 5:1-4.

9  And the daughter of any priest, if she profane herself by playing the whore, she profaneth her father: she shall be burnt with fire. 
Verse 9.  

If a daughter of any priest became a prostitute she made her father unclean by her behaviours, and she was to be executed and her body burned.  Sexual sin was the great evil of the pagan religions that surrounded Israel and any hint of compromise with these evil, satanic, belief systems was to be dealt with. Adultery by a son was punishable with death also, but the pagan religions used female “sacred priestesses” for their prostitutes and so the sin and great evil of a daughter of a priest in following this example was such, that her body was burned to illustrate the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:10-15) as her destination. 
There was no burial for eternal resurrection for such a person, and we are reminded that this rule applies today in the church age. There is no resurrection to life eternal for those who persist in adultery or any other evil, for their persistence in evil proved by their life “fruit” that their hearts were unsaved.  Matthew 7:13-23, 1 Corinthians 5:9-10, 6:9-11. Those who persisted in such evils were doomed in time and eternity by their free will choices; their blood was upon their own head, not upon those who executed them.

10  And he that is the high priest among his brethren, upon whose head the anointing oil was poured, and that is consecrated to put on the garments, shall not uncover his head, nor rend his clothes; 11  Neither shall he go in to any dead body, nor defile himself for his father, or for his mother; 12  Neither shall he go out of the sanctuary, nor profane the sanctuary of his God; for the crown of the anointing oil of his God is upon him: I am the LORD. 
Verses 10 – 12.  

The High Priest was further restricted in the things he could do when a loved one died. He was forbidden to mourn at all. There was to be no ashes upon his head, nor rending of clothes, nor wailing and weeping. He was not even allowed to tend the body of his own mother or father (who he would have followed into the role). He stood for God and man, and so was to be above the emotions of common men and represent the character and plan of God that was bigger than the issues of life and death. God’s crown was upon his head, and the holy anointing oil of the Spirit was upon him, and he was not to concern himself with any details of this present life, for his role was to represent the plan of God for eternity to the people. Matthew 8:21-22, 12:46-50, Luke 9:59-61.

13  And he shall take a wife in her virginity. 14  A widow, or a divorced woman, or profane, or an harlot, these shall he not take: but he shall take a virgin of his own people to wife. 15  Neither shall he profane his seed among his people: for I the LORD do sanctify him. 
Verses 13 – 15.  

The only wife for a priest was to be a virgin of the tribe of Levi. No serving priest, or man that would later serve, was allowed to marry any woman who was a widow, a divorced woman, a woman who had questionable morality, (not a fornicator – for such a person would be dead already), nor one who had served as a prostitute. Prostitutes lived beyond the area where the Law operated, or they were executed. 
To have served as a prostitute a woman of Israel would have had to travel to a city of the Gentiles to join this occupation. She would have shown by this action a rejection of not just the morality of Israel, but the religion and rulership of Israel. If she returned, offered sacrifices, and lived as a penitent, she could be forgiven, but never be the wife of a priest. There is always forgiveness in the grace, mercy and love of God, but there are actions that render us unfit for further service.   That is the challenge even today for all believers to face squarely and honestly. The priest himself is to have no other sexual partner, other than his wife, or he renders himself unclean and unsuitable for the service of the Lord. This remains a standard for Christian pastor-teachers today. 1 Timothy 3:2.
As we have already seen above, the wives of the pastors of the early church were also subject to such rules regarding their past and present conduct. A divorced man may become a pastor, but only if the divorce occurred during his old life as a pagan. No believer could serve in authority if they had failed to hold their Christian marriage together in accordance with the scriptures. A wife who acted in a way that brought disgrace upon the Gospel also excluded her husband from service in authority over God’s people. 
If the pastor broke these rules he also was disqualified, and such disqualification was for life, just as it was in the old priesthood. Our modern churches have erred greatly in their selection of men for pastoral roles who are not qualified by their life choices, and these men will unravel over time and destroy the churches they lead. If we walk away from God’s standard, we walk away from God’s protective shield over his church. Romans 11:16, 1 Corinthians 7:14, 1 Timothy 3:2-15, Titus 1:7-16.

16  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 17  Speak unto Aaron, saying, Whosoever he be of thy seed in their generations that hath any blemish, let him not approach to offer the bread of his God. 18  For whatsoever man he be that hath a blemish, he shall not approach: a blind man, or a lame, or he that hath a flat nose, or any thing superfluous, 19  Or a man that is broken footed, or broken handed, 20  Or crook backed, or a dwarf, or that hath a blemish in his eye, or be scurvy, or scabbed, or hath his stones broken; 21  No man that hath a blemish of the seed of Aaron the priest shall come nigh to offer the offerings of the LORD made by fire: he hath a blemish; he shall not come nigh to offer the bread of his God. 
Verses 16 – 21.  

Some commentators attack these verses as showing that the God of the Old Testament was harsh and not the God we worship today, but in so doing they blaspheme the name and character of God and in their ignorance, they fail to see and reflect upon the role of the priest. The priest stood for God before men and so he could have no deformity of any sort to fulfil this role, for he had to stand perfect before the people and the Lord. He had to have no aspect of his appearance as weird, strange or distracting from what he was acting out through the sacrifices. Nothing was to lead the people to reflect upon him rather than what he was doing. It was not disgust at deformity that was being taught here, but the need for the priest to stand without any blemish, just as Christ would later stand without blemish and offer himself for sin and the great High Priest. Refer to the BTB study CHRIST – PROPHET, PRIEST, KING. Ephesians 5:25-33, Colossians 1:21-23, Hebrews 10:10-14, 1 Peter 1:18-19.

All who carried the bread, or offered the blood were standing as pictures of the later work of Christ, and as the Lord was perfect and without any blemish of sin so the priest had to be standing without blemish before the Lord. God was not judging those with blindness, dwarfism, curvatures of the spine, foot problems, lameness of any sort, deafness, skin diseases, testicular deformity, or any other thing, as if they were inferior and cursed. They were simply not able to stand before God and man as examples of what the Lord Jesus Christ would later do, because he was perfect and the priest who stood for him had to portray the Lord’s perfection as well as a man might in body, and words, and in deeds. 
None of these rules were ever applied to the ministers of the New Testament church, for in Christ Jesus they ministered through the Holy Spirit who transformed their message and their life in power through the truth they proclaimed. Paul himself had some deformities, (it was said by early church historians that he had a hunched back and a long and crooked nose), and skin and eye diseases that would have excluded him from priesthood. Galatians 4:12-16. We give thanks to the Lord that we are not required to be physically perfect, for the Lord has made us perfect spiritually in Christ Jesus. Refer to the BTB CHRISTIAN LIFE – GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION.

22  He shall eat the bread of his God, both of the most holy, and of the holy. 23  Only he shall not go in unto the vail, nor come nigh unto the altar, because he hath a blemish; that he profane not my sanctuaries: for I the LORD do sanctify them. 24  And Moses told it unto Aaron, and to his sons, and unto all the children of Israel.

Verses 22 – 24.  

Those that had any blemish were forbidden from entering behind the veil, for by so doing they stood in the place of the Lord and none who was deformed in any way could stand for the Lord in service of the tabernacle. They stood representing Christ, the coming great high priest, and so they had to be a good representation of him when others looked at them. However such people as carried any congenital or other deformity, were not excluded from the blessing of the Lord, they were to be fed of the holy food and looked after all the days of their life without having to work in the tabernacle. This was testimony to the welfare of the Lord for all who were born into his household. Refer to the BTB CHRISTIAN LIFE – THINKING BIBLICALLY.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
What is our attitude to the death of a loved one? Do we grieve as pagans do, or do we have the normal sadness of grief, with doctrinal hope at it’s centre? Death is a time when a person’s real beliefs come to the fore, because all their pretence about what they truly belief is blown away by the raw sadness of separation from their loved one.  Do they believe the separation is real and permanent, or is it only temporary?  Grief was to be expressed by the priesthood in accordance with their belief system, with dignity and quietness. Let us examine ourselves in this matter.

2.
The Aaronic priesthood was to centre their whole work upon others, rather than upon themselves. Just so are we to centre our work upon others, rather than our own desires and priorities. The rituals of death and burial and mourning were cultural imperatives for all ancient peoples, but the priests were to be prepared to put aside their rights and the expectations of their society and serve the Lord without expecting to fulfil their own desires. How ready are we to put aside our natural desires and wants, and serve the Lord with purity and focused purpose.

3.
Purity in marriage is a thing that is no longer valued by all too many, even within the church itself. The pastor must set the example of marital fidelity, and the people must be taught that the Lord does not excuse immorality on the part of his servants. We can be forgiven for our sinful stupidity, but we cannot serve in highest office because of gross sin. The rules here are important when we consider appointing leaders for the church today.  The wife and the husband must be pure of life or they are unfit to serve the Lord as a couple. Seminaries that fail to apply these rules to their students, and train immoral people, simply open the door to evil in the church later. Check out the seminary graduates against these rules, and I guarantee, that no man or woman who has violated the principles of marital fidelity will be in the ministry within ten years of graduation! Those who have proved track records of infidelity are unfit for Christian leadership and those who send them on into ministry open the church to great destruction later. This is Satan’s main tool to unhinge the modern church today! Let us return to the standards of the early church in these matters and be a little safer than we have been in recent years. 

DOCTRINES

CHURCH:  COMMUNION:  THE LORD'S SUPPER

CHRISTIAN LIFE: - DESTINY OF BELIEVERS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  THINKING BIBLICALLY

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION

DEATH

CHRIST:  PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING

RESURRECTION

LEVITICUS CHAPTER 22

INTRODUCTION
The holy was to be kept holy, and never defiled by the touch of any family member of the priesthood who had become ceremonially unclean. The priesthood was to be extremely careful of what was holy and what was not holy, and there was to be a wall of separation between the various aspects of unsanctified normal daily and community life and the holy things of God within the Tabernacle area. There was to be a special feel to everything that happened within the tabernacle area that was to draw people to contemplate their God and his plan for their salvation. 

As we go through these rules for the priesthood let us reflect upon their application to ourselves today in our church sanctuary and church services. We have entered the profane into the midst of the holy in our church services, and many of our churches are straying into the same error that the Corinthians did in their Communion Service, where the Lord had placed some of them under the SIN UNTO DEATH because of their casual attitudes. Let us ensure that nothing we ever do in the church comes between the unsaved and the truth about their Saviour which they need to see and hear at every service we hold! Refer to the BTB studies, CHURCH – COMMUNION, PRAISE AND WORSHIP, CHRISTIAN LIFE – REPENTANCE, HOLY SPIRIT – SINS AGAINST THE SPIRIT, HUMILITY, LEAVEN, MORALITY, RELIGION.

LEVITICUS 22
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2  Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, that they separate themselves from the holy things of the children of Israel, and that they profane not my holy name in those things which they hallow unto me: I am the LORD. 3  Say unto them, Whosoever he be of all your seed among your generations, that goeth unto the holy things, which the children of Israel hallow unto the LORD, having his uncleanness upon him, that soul shall be cut off from my presence: I am the LORD. 
Verses 1- 3.  

All the items of furniture, and every offering made to the Lord were holy. It was not to be profaned in any way by any person who was not ritually-ceremonially clean before God. 

This means that to serve the Lord a person must be set apart for that service, pure of sin and anything that “defiles” them; that is, renders them unable to perform the work of the Lord at that time in a pure way. As Paul identified to the Corinthians, the taking of the Lord’s Supper with unclean hands or heart is also a forbidden thing and the Lord will move to judge any who partake of Communion with unconfessed sin in their life. 1 Corinthians 11:27-34, 1 John 1:5-10.

To fail to appreciate the holiness of the Lord and the special nature of the sacrificial system was to be “cut off” by the Lord. This was not a sin of ignorance, but a deliberate undervaluing of the person and work of the one the entire sacrificial system spoke of; the Lord himself. That level of rejection of the Lord meant the “Sin Unto Death” was applied to that person. For spiritual health, an individual and a church still needs to have holiness of life, and obedience to the Word of God, at the centre of their very being!  Anything short of this will open the door to disaster for that person and that church. God’s blessing upon individuals and upon churches is dependent upon their obedience to his revealed Word.

4  What man soever of the seed of Aaron is a leper, or hath a running issue; he shall not eat of the holy things, until he be clean. And whoso toucheth any thing that is unclean by the dead, or a man whose seed goeth from him; 5  Or whosoever toucheth any creeping thing, whereby he may be made unclean, or a man of whom he may take uncleanness, whatsoever uncleanness he hath; 

Verses 4- 5.  

Any man with any disease that rendered him unclean was not to eat of the holy things that had been offered to the Lord, be they meat or meal. All wave offerings and heave offerings which were the priest’s portions were to be set aside for the priesthood that was clean only. Anyone who had been involved in sexual activity was to wait until the next day before becoming clean again and able to serve and eat at the tabernacle of the holy food. Sex is not physically “unclean”, nor is it wrong in any way between a husband and wife, but sexual activity in association with the service of the tabernacle was forbidden, for God’s worship had to have a visible difference between it’s worship and that of Molech, where sex predominated. All sexual activity rendered the man and woman ritually unclean until the evening. They were to take time for their sexual life, but they were to keep it separate from their service in the tabernacle, and after sex, they were not to eat of the holy things from the altar. Leviticus 15:16-18. 

Remember, that if a close relative had died, and the priest was entitled and expected to assist in the preparation of the body, then he was also unclean, but for the seven day period laid down after the care for the dead. This meant he was to be apart from the other members of the priesthood for seven days and mourn with his immediate family. This gives us another reason that the priests were not excused to care for the dead of any other than their own nuclear family. As all the priesthood were related, if one died and all were entitled to care for them, and expected to be there at the funeral, then the services of the tabernacle would stop for seven days every time a key member of the Aaronic family died. Service at the tabernacle was never to be stopped for any human reason, and funerals were not to stop the service of the Lord.  

When a church is halted in it’s ministry because of the death of a key member, then there is evidence that the church has not been obedient to the Lord in the months or years before that death. The Lord will never be short of key people to serve him, and if we are halted by the death of anyone, it is only because we have not been obedient in earlier times.  Let us test ourselves in this matter, for the Holy Spirit will always have a new person to replace the old pastor in the wings ready to step forward. All pastors must be like Paul, and be constantly training the next generation of Bible teachers and pastoral leaders to replace themselves with many younger men who are equally or more passionate about the Word than they have ever been.

6  The soul which hath touched any such shall be unclean until even, and shall not eat of the holy things, unless he wash his flesh with water. 7  And when the sun is down, he shall be clean, and shall afterward eat of the holy things; because it is his food. 8  That which dieth of itself, or is torn with beasts, he shall not eat to defile himself therewith; I am the LORD. 9  They shall therefore keep mine ordinance, lest they bear sin for it, and die therefore, if they profane it: I the LORD do sanctify them. 
Verses 6 – 9.  

To touch any unclean thing rendered the person unclean until the evening, and he had to wash and wait for the sun to go down before any eating of the holy things. This form of uncleanness could occur during the service at the tabernacle, and may have occurred accidentally when the priests carried out the animals entrails in it’s skin to be burned in the unclean place outside the camp. It may involve the touching of anything by accident, but no matter what the cause, the person had to take responsibility for their actions, and wash, and separate themselves under a fast until the evening, when they could eat the holy food. 

In such situations where uncleanness was unavoidable to do their work, like the removal of a dead animal or bird that had fallen into the tabernacle precinct, the priest who volunteered to do the clean up rendered himself unclean until evening and would have to sit apart, amidst the smells of cooking meat and meal, and wait until the sun went down before partaking. His colleagues would hold back food for him and possibly wait themselves, to be thankful with him for his work on their behalf. All these rules were to teach the mental attitude of service before self for the true servant of the Lord. It was meant to teach this to the priests and the people.

10  There shall no stranger eat of the holy thing: a sojourner of the priest, or an hired servant, shall not eat of the holy thing. 11  But if the priest buy any soul with his money, he shall eat of it, and he that is born in his house: they shall eat of his meat. 12  If the priest's daughter also be married unto a stranger, she may not eat of an offering of the holy things. 13  But if the priest's daughter be a widow, or divorced, and have no child, and is returned unto her father's house, as in her youth, she shall eat of her father's meat: but there shall be no stranger eat thereof. 14  And if a man eat of the holy thing unwittingly, then he shall put the fifth part thereof unto it, and shall give it unto the priest with the holy thing. 15  And they shall not profane the holy things of the children of Israel, which they offer unto the LORD; 16  Or suffer them to bear the iniquity of trespass, when they eat their holy things: for I the LORD do sanctify them. 
Verses 10 – 16.  

No house visitor of a priest, or any hired servant within the house, was ever to eat of anything that came from the tabernacle, and had been offered to the Lord.  This food was for the priesthood only, and no other Israelite or foreign visitor, no matter what their status, was ever allowed to eat this food.  
If a slave had been purchased however, then he or she was considered a member of the household, and they were entitled to eat of the holy food. This, once again, confronts us with the inclusive nature of the Mosaic Covenant for all in the family, where a slave was free to be blessed at the table of the Lord.  1 Corinthians 12:7-13, Galatians 3:27-29, Ephesians 6:5-9, Colossians 3:8-17.

If a priest’s daughter married outside the Levite family then she was, from the day of her marriage, not allowed to eat of that food, but if she was a widow, and had no children to support her, and had returned to her father’s house, then she was entitled to eat again this food, as she had done in her youth. If any Israelite eat this food without being aware it was holy, then, when confronted with the fact, he was to pay an immediate 20% fine, and add this to the food that had been eaten, and present it all to the priesthood. They were forgiven if they did this, but were still required to bring a Trespass Offering also. The priests are to be careful not to allow any person to eat the holy food and so cause them to trespass before the Lord. We are not to lead others into temptation or error by the use of our freedom. We are to be careful of the impact of our behaviours upon others, in order that we might be a blessing but never a curse. 1 Corinthians 8:7-13. Refer to the BTB study on CHRISTIAN LIFE:  LAWS OF LIBERTY AND RESPONSIBILITY.
17  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 18  Speak unto Aaron, and to his sons, and unto all the children of Israel, and say unto them, Whatsoever he be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers in Israel, that will offer his oblation for all his vows, and for all his freewill offerings, which they will offer unto the LORD for a burnt offering; 19  Ye shall offer at your own will a male without blemish, of the beeves (cattle), of the sheep, or of the goats.20  But whatsoever hath a blemish, that shall ye not offer: for it shall not be acceptable for you. 
Verses 17 – 20.  

All offerings made to the Lord were to be without any deformity, any obvious scar, disease, or any blemish which rendered them imperfect. Just as the priest stood for the Lord as priest, each and every sacrificial offering spoke of the Lord’s person and work, and so it had to be the best that the person could bring. Anything inferior was not the right picture of what God was teaching through the sacrifices. To offer the Lord less than the best is a grievous sin. It is an evil above many others to give the Lord anything inferior, yet people set aside things of no value to give to the Lord, and hold the best back for themselves. They then wonder why the blessing of the Lord is not upon them and their work and home! Malachi 1:7-14, 3:5-10.  Refer to the BTB study on CHRISTIAN LIFE – GIVING.

21  And whosoever offereth a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the LORD to accomplish his vow, or a freewill offering in beeves or sheep, it shall be perfect to be accepted; there shall be no blemish therein. 22  Blind, or broken, or maimed, or having a wen, or scurvy, or scabbed, ye shall not offer these unto the LORD, nor make an offering by fire of them upon the altar unto the LORD. 23  Either a bullock or a lamb that hath any thing superfluous or lacking in his parts, that mayest thou offer for a freewill offering; but for a vow it shall not be accepted. 24  Ye shall not offer unto the LORD that which is bruised, or crushed, or broken, or cut; neither shall ye make any offering thereof in your land. 25  Neither from a stranger's hand shall ye offer the bread of your God of any of these; because their corruption is in them, and blemishes be in them: they shall not be accepted for you. 
Verses 21 – 25.  

To be acceptable the sacrifice had to be perfect in form and nature. There was no peace for mankind without the perfect sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the sacrificial system that looked forward to his coming needed to be perfect also. Any free will offering, be it Peace Offering, of any other form of free will offering, it needed to be perfect. It is a good thing to vow to pay to the Lord something, but a good thing becomes an evil when what is given is les that what was promised. It is not a small thing to promise the Lord to serve or give anything that you do not intend to fulfil. No diseased, deformed, or broken legged animal was ever to be offered upon the altar, for it was not a picture of Christ if it lacked anything of health and strength. 
God gave for us his best, and we cannot withhold our best from Him if we seek to honour him in giving. Nothing that was received from any stranger was to be offered either. Only the things that the people themselves grew and dedicated to the Lord were to be offered to the Lord as a sacrifice. Any animal or item received as a gift from any pagan was alright to be eaten by an Israelite for food, but it could not be offered to the Lord. Nothing received from a pagan was acceptable as an offering to the Lord. 

26  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 27  When a bullock, or a sheep, or a goat, is brought forth, then it shall be seven days under the dam; and from the eighth day and thenceforth it shall be accepted for an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 28  And whether it be cow, or ewe, ye shall not kill it and her young both in one day. 29  And when ye will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving unto the LORD, offer it at your own will. 30  On the same day it shall be eaten up; ye shall leave none of it until the morrow: I am the LORD. 31  Therefore shall ye keep my commandments, and do them: I am the LORD. 32  Neither shall ye profane my holy name; but I will be hallowed among the children of Israel: I am the LORD which hallow you, 33  That brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am the LORD.
Verses 26 – 33.  

There were special rules relating to animal safety and cruelty, for the animals stood for man before God in the sacrificial system, and they were to be honoured for the role they had received in this. Because the animals stood for mankind, they were to be killed no earlier than the eighth day, as that was the day of circumcision amongst men, and also it would ensure that any sickness that would lead the animal to die would have emerged by then. By the eighth day the animal was seen and known to be whole, healthy and perfect for sacrifice. Exodus 22:29. The next rule was that the kid/calf and the mother may not be killed on the one day. Exodus 23:19, Deuteronomy 22:6-7. The bond between a mother and her offspring is a sacred bond and it was not to be violated by killing both in the one day. 

All thanksgiving offerings were to flow from the free will gratitude of the person who brought them; they were not to come from any other person’s desires or commands. If a person had to be told to bring a free will offering, then the offering was of no value for them. Free will meant exactly that, of free will. Thanksgiving meant that, a gift of a thankful heart. 
There was to be no compulsion, nor any negative emotion in the giving of gifts to the Lord. All gift offerings were to be eaten on the day they were offered as a special memorial meal for priest and people to praise and remember the grace of God. They were to enjoy this together at one time and then move back into life the next day. Religious experience was not to be prolonged as if it is the thing to be enjoyed, but obedience is the thing to be valued and enjoyed. 
The people are to keep the Word of the Lord in spirit and in truth, and follow all his commands exactly, and to live in a manner worthy of their Lord in every daily detail of life. The Lord has delivered them for service, and they are to serve in glory and praise to the Lord who delivered them.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
There is to be a separation between the holy and the ordinary even today. When people enter a church service they should know that they are entering into an experience where the people of God are celebrating and remembering the person and work of their God. The extra-ordinary should be expected when God’s people gather, and the things of this earth should be dimmed as we contemplate his person and work.  Church should not mimic the world, it should expose, condemn and correct it’s false priorities and values. Let us be sure that we do not compromise our faith and so obscure the truth in our services. People need to see Jesus today, not goofy services which do not give the message of holiness.

2.
When we draw near to serve the Lord we need to purify our hearts, bodies and minds of all sin and evil. We need to pause before we enter the church for any purpose and prepare to meet our God. We are too casual in our church attendance today and so we miss the holiness of the Lord and the blessing he wishes to bestow upon us. Let us confess our sins and deal with anything that might separate us from God or man before we partake of the Communion service.

3.
The only sacrifice worthy of the Lord is a perfect one. Let us bring our best to the Lord, not some cast off of our time, our goods or our monies. Let us devote ourselves to the Lord in power and service.
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NOTES
LEVITICUS CHAPTER 23
INTRODUCTION

The word for feast here means a holy day from which we get the word holiday.  There are eight feasts in Israel mentioned in Leviticus 23, 
The Sabbath [v1‑3], 
Passover [v 4-5], 
Unleavened Bread [v6‑8], 
First Fruits [v 9‑14], 
Pentecost [v15‑21], 
Trumpets [v 22‑25], 
Atonement [v 26‑32], 
Tabernacles [v 33‑36]. 

The feasts are a picture of the prophetic history of Israel written in advance (even Passover, although it occurred in Egypt looked forward to the Cross) . In the feasts we have a picture of what was going to happen to Israel. These are not legalistic requirements as such, which would make people holy; they were feasts for God’s already holy people to celebrate his plan for them through the ages, in advance of the events.  They were commanded to be kept, but people did not earn spiritual rewards for keeping the feasts, they celebrated spiritual realities.

Each was to be a reminder of doctrines, and each taught some aspect of God's saving work through the Lord Jesus Christ. Special days like these of Israel, do not exist specifically for the Church Age. We have made Christmas and Easter our feast times, but they are inventions of the church, not prescriptions of God.  We do not have divinely ordained special feast days because every day is supposed to be special for Christians; every day being a day when we remember the Lord’s complete plan for salvation, and every Communion service one which we celebrate as Israel did the feasts. 

There are many people who like to keep special days. Even though what one tends to find, is that people who like keeping special days, do not make a habit of spending every day in the Spirit. God makes it clear that you should live in the Spirit at all times, and treat every day as your last, and offer us each and every days work as unto the Lord. Romans 14 says that if someone wants to keep special days that is up to them, do not mock the weaker brother, but do not let any special day keep you from making every day special!

THE SABBATH

The feasts divided into three groups; the first Sabbath, standing alone as a weekly feast, with the second group, Passover to Pentecost between April to June and the third, Trumpets to Tabernacles in September to October. These feasts are the prophetic timetable of the dealings of the Lord Jesus Christ with Israel.

The purpose of the Sabbath was to teach grace; six days you laboured, and on the seventh you rested. On the seventh day the Jewish person was reminded that there was nothing he/she could do to add to God’s creation, and nothing that could be done to win salvation. Salvation was based on the grace of God alone. You had to obey God's word to be saved, and the path was by way of grace, through faith. 

The Sabbath was a reminder of grace, with the purpose of the Sabbath being spelt out in Exodus 31:13, Ezekiel 20:12. The Sabbath is a sign to Israel that they have a relationship with God built upon grace. This was the basis of their sanctification, and every week they were to remember this fact, and not live or expect salvation to come to them by means of any works they did.

The Sabbath was only given to Israel as a people. Keeping the Sabbath was the one commandment that was not restated in the New Testament for the early church. This is because as Christians every day is a day of rest; every day is to be a Sabbath rest of faith in action for us. We are supposed to have seven days a week as our Sabbaths. Every day is a day of grace to remind us what the Lord has done. Every seventh year was also to be a sabbatical year for Israel. They were to save food for six years and for the seventh the store of food was to be eaten by the people, and they were to allow the land to have a year of rest. 
They were supposed to have a Bible School for that year. Israel failed to keep the sabbatical years and thus were condemned to slavery in Babylon for seventy years to allow the land to rest. For four hundred and ninety years they had lived in the land but had not taken the Sabbaths, so they had all their Sabbatical years in one period 605-635 BC. Refer to the BTB study SABBATH AND THE LORD’S DAY.

There was also a year of jubilee where after seven cycles of seven years the fiftieth year was a year of jubilee. They were meant to take the year of jubilee off as well. On the fiftieth year all mortgages were to be cancelled. If you had over committed yourself and could not pay your debts, as we have already seen earlier in the Law, you sold yourself as slaves for a period to the person to whom you owed the money. On the seventh year you would be set free. Land could only be held as surety for a debt for only 49 years and on the fiftieth year the land reverted to the original owner even if the debt had not been fully worked off.

THE FEASTS OF ISRAEL

At the Feast of the Passover the lamb was killed “between the evenings” which means between 3pm and 6 pm which was the time when the Lord Jesus Christ died on the Cross. The Lord's ministry was for three years the same number of days that the Jews observed the lamb which was to be slaughtered. The Lord triumphal entrance into Jerusalem was on the 10th Nisan and his death on the 14th. That year that Jesus died, they took the true "lamb " off the cross so they could kill their lambs for the Passover, that lamb representing Christ. This selection of a lamb happened every year over the 1500 years between Moses and the Cross. 
They believed the picture was important, but did not comprehend the reality. When it came, the very man who served as High Priest, as was tasked with the control of the Passover celebration ordered killed the lamb of God so he could hurry home and kill a lamb and feed his family, and celebrate the very thing the Lord has just that afternoon done for them all. The nation that was so badly led and deceived was given only forty years after the death of the Lord to repent, and as the majority did not, they died in the Great Rebellion in 70 AD. The family of the very priests who urged the death of the Lord all died at that time.

At Pentecost two loaves with leaven were waved before the Lord. There were seven lambs without blemish, one young bullock and two rams. Here we are looking at the results of the crucifixion. As it was a feast that always fell on a Sunday, it is clear that the church started on a Sunday, just as the resurrection of the Lord would be on a Sunday. This gives a good argument for meeting on a Sunday. The church is built on the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, and it marches and moves to the power of the Holy Spirit.   Refer to the BTB study on SABBATH AND THE LORD’S DAY.

Between Pentecost and Trumpets occurs what prophetically is called by some “the great parenthesis”, into which, in God's plan, the Church Age fits. All the feasts up to and including Pentecost have been fulfilled literally, but the second group from Trumpets onwards are yet to be fulfilled. My expectation is that the last group of feasts will also be fulfilled literally in the events preceding and following the Lord’s return to this earth. We remember this every time we lift a communion cup and say, “until he comes”.   Refer to the BTB study DISPENSATIONS – ISRAEL, THE CHURCH, FEASTS OF ISRAEL.

Trumpets being sounded always represent the gathering of people together. The Jews have been dispersed now for 1900 years. Some say this feast has already been fulfilled, and it would appear that the Trumpets are blowing at the moment, for so many Israelites have returned to the Land. We are truly seeing the dry bones of Ezekiel 37 coming together, however we cannot say that it this vision is fully fulfilled to this moment, for both physical and spiritual reasons. In the prophecy the bones are dead, and this speaks of the nation being restored firstly in spiritual unbelief, with the flesh being put on the bones, and afterwards breath, or spiritual life, being placed in the then living, mighty army. 
It may be that we are seeing the start of the Feast of Trumpets in our own day, for the nation Israel is back in the land, but they are still in unbelief in their Messiah. However, the prophecies of scripture and the picture of this feast day tell us that the DAY will come when the Lord will blow his trumpet and all his people will rise up and fight as a mighty army, and the remnant of his people will return to the land in spiritual power and living energy. That day we await still, for the people are gathered now in unbelief, and sadly, they await the Great Tribulation in the land, not the blessing of the Millennium at this time.   Refer to the BTB study, PROPHECY – DANIEL’S SEVENTY WEEKS, SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS.

Physically, there are still almost as many Jews in New York and the Eastern and Western seaboards of the USA as there are in Israel. The final trumpet has not blown yet, but this feast tells us that it will. The spiritual breath will come into the nation Israel in the midst of the Great Tribulation. They will be spiritually restored as a nation, as they are physically restored now as dry bones. Isaiah 11:11‑12, Joel 2:15‑21, Matthew 24:31 and Zechariah 12:10‑13, 13:8-9, 14:1-15. In the Zechariah passages the prophet tells us that the Jewish people will finally look upon Him who they have pierced. The Jews will eventually accept the Lord Jesus Christ as the one who was sent. They will weep for their ancestors who suffered because of their rejection of their Messiah, but will rejoice in their present deliverance through faith in Him 

The feast of Atonement, as we have seen in a previous chapter, is the most holy day in the Jewish calendar. In this day they were to examine themselves before God, and it refers to the day mentioned by Zechariah when they bow before their Saviour seeing who he truly was and accepting him as their Lord and Saviour. This is related to the nation Israel accepting the Lord just before the end of the Great Tribulation. 
This feast marks the day of their acceptance of the Lord as their Messiah at that terrible future time. This is related to the Second Advent of the Messiah, for their prayers are answered in the time following their prayers of repentance, by the Lord’s return. He does not return to save them until they bow before him and ask him to.

Tabernacles, the final feast speaks of the Millennium and reminds the Jews not only of the gracious provision of the Lord in the Exodus generation but also that God will do again what he did in the past bringing them into the Promised Land. This tells them that it will be a time of peace and prosperity, and it will last longer than either of their previous Temples; for it will last one thousand years. Refer to the BTB study MILLENNIAL KINGDOM. This final feast, just as the feast of unleavened bread, is of seven days duration. Both of these speak of the perfect work of the Lord in the second and first coming respectively. What the Lord does He always does perfectly.

The feasts should be looked at in the light of Dispensations and Covenants. As the first four were fulfilled literally in the first advent of the Lord, just so the last three will be fulfilled literally in the second advent of the Lord.  A pre-millennial view of Scriptures allows the feasts to be viewed literally and this is the only viewpoint that does so. As Christians who take God's Word seriously, we have to recognize, as we study these things, and look at the signs of the coming end of time, just how close we are to the end of time, and so live our life in the spiritual and practical outworking of that truth. 

The antagonism between Israel and the Arabs will continue right until the end. Treaties will be signed to bring in the Tribulation period, but they will be satanic deceptions, designed by the enemy of truth to deceive God’s people. They will fail to do so, and both Jews and Arabs who love the Lord will enter the new kingdom with the Lord they worship, even though for many their entry into the kingdom will be “through death”. 
The last great battle, as we see in Zechariah, will be around Israel, and Jerusalem; it is called the campaign of Armageddon. This begins with the invasion from the north by forces allied with Russia. The western army of the old Roman Empire lands on the coast around Megiddo, and so cuts off the supply line of the king of the north, which causes him to turn back to the Valley of Megiddo (Armageddon). The battle is joined by an eastern army pouring in across the Euphrates River into the Middle East. This is the Biblical scenario. Time appears to be short, we need to train and teach our people and call them to make every day a holy Sabbath to celebrate what the Lord has already done, is doing in the Spirit now, and will do in the future. 

LEVITICUS 23
1  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are my feasts. 3  Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, an holy convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is the sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings. 
Verses 1 – 3.  

The marks of distinctiveness of Israel were many, in food, clothing, morality, behaviours and rituals, and the Sabbath was to become the most visible and identifiable by other peoples. The Romans considered the Jewish people lazy because of the one day off work they took every week, and the Seleucid ruler who fought them in the second century BC, made sure he attacked them only on the Sabbath hoping (rightly initially) that they wouldn’t be able to fight on that day. The people around them were mystified by this habit that they had, but they maintained it as their badge of identity before God. They were not always clear on their associated preaching about its significance, but even today, where Jewish people live, they will try to keep the Sabbath as their badge of nationhood.

The Sabbath is to first of their feasts. It was to be a time of rest, prayer, gladness, and thankfulness.  It was not to be a legalistic, negative and burdensome thing when instituted. Over the years the mass of rabbinic rules would grow and wrap the weekly day of God’s feast of grace in legalistic nonsense. It had become such a dead thing by the days of Jesus that he deliberately did things on that day to try to get them to return to the spirit God had intended for the day.  Matthew 12:1ff, Mark 2:23-28, 3:1ff, Luke 6:1ff, 13:10-16, 23:56, John 5:1ff, 7:20ff, 9:1ff. The Lord of the Sabbath had come. Mark 2:28. The concern of the men tasked with the very celebration of the feasts wanted Pilate to take his body down quickly from the Cross lest their celebration of the Sabbath be hindered that Passover time. John 19:30-42.

The Sabbath was to be a day of rest, reminding the people that one the seventh day of creation God rested, for the work was perfect and completed. Just as the Lord God had rested/relaxed in his completed work, just so man was to rest-relax-trust in God’s completed work, knowing that they, as mere creatures, could not add to what the creator had provided. Just as it was with creation, so it also was with salvation; the work was finished on the Cross, John 19:30, and man is to reflect on his need to accept what has been done, without changing things, or altering anything. 
The Sabbath was meant to teach the doctrine of FAITH-REST. Men could find peace and rest from their labours, and their burden of sin, only by resting in the completed work of the Lord on the Cross. Matthew 11:27-30. Refer to the BTB study on FAITH.

4  These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their seasons. 5  In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD's Passover. 6  And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread. 7  In the first day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. 8  But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD seven days: in the seventh day is an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. 9  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,”
Verses 4 – 9.  

Passover and the associated feats of Unleavened Bread had been laid down before the people left Egypt, and so were the oldest of the feasts of Israel as a people. Exodus 12:1-28. Passover is the celebration of God’s deliverance from Egypt, and as such it recalls God’s power, which made them a people, and as they kept it each year, they were to recall that God’s power alone would keep them as a people. Exodus 13:3-16, Numbers 9:1-14, Deuteronomy 16:1-8. 

10  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: 11  And he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it. 12  And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf an he lamb without blemish of the first year for a burnt offering unto the LORD. 13  And the meat offering thereof shall be two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an offering made by fire unto the LORD for a sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof shall be of wine, the fourth part of an hin. 14  And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day that ye have brought an offering unto your God: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 
Verses 10 – 14.  

While the instructions for Passover and Unleavened Bread had been given earlier, this next feast is given for the first time here at this time. It will become a feast only when the people enter the land, on the first year of their inheriting the land, after the first Passover there. That first harvest time the people are to bring the first sheaf of wheat or barley as the offering of Firstfruits to the Lord in thanks for the land received and the crop which they have reaped, that they did not sow. They were to bring the sheaf to the priest who would wave it before the Lord in the tabernacle there in the land on the day after the Sabbath. Given the number of family groups, each was not going to have to do this, but a representative sheaf was prepared for this purpose, and the instructions here were done once for the entire nation. Later on the number of sacrifices is increased for all feast days, and the lamb becomes an additional sacrifice for this day. Numbers 28:26-31. 
This was the feast that would always fall on a Sunday. In association with this first fruits offering, they were to also to offer up a lamb, without any blemish, one year old, as a Burnt Offering.  They were then to offer up a Meal Offering. Leviticus 2. The significance of this to us now, in light of the Communion Table, is clear; it speaks of the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, as we saw earlier concerning both these offerings in an early chapter of this book. Nothing of the new harvest was to be eaten until the Firstfruits offering was brought by the people to the priest at the tabernacle. That evening of that Sunday was a time of great feasting, for on that morning the sacrifices had been made and the entire nation could celebrate the harvest together. Proverbs 3:7-10, 1 Peter 1:18-21.

15  And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete: 16  Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD. 17  Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals; they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the LORD. 18  And ye shall offer with the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first year, and one young bullock, and two rams: they shall be for a burnt offering unto the LORD, with their meat offering, and their drink offerings, even an offering made by fire, of sweet savour unto the LORD. 19  Then ye shall sacrifice one kid of the goats for a sin offering, and two lambs of the first year for a sacrifice of peace offerings. 20  And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits for a wave offering before the LORD, with the two lambs: they shall be holy to the LORD for the priest. 21  And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame day, that it may be an holy convocation unto you: ye shall do no servile work therein: it shall be a statute for ever in all your dwellings throughout your generations. 
Verses 15 -  21.  

The feast of Pentecost gets its name from the fifty days that were counted from the Sunday of unleavened bread to the Sunday when this feast would then fall. On that day a new Meal Offering would be offered up. Remember the Meal Offering speaks of the person of Christ, as the Burnt Offerings speak of his work upon the Cross. The wave offering here was well baked loaves of bread from the Firstfruits of the grain that was offered up fifty days before. The strange thing is that they are baked with leaven, rather than without leaven. These speak of the results of the Lord’s work in producing new life for the people through his completed work. Leavened bread was the normal bread of the people. While leaven is normally associated with the principle of evil seeping into every corner or aspect of a thing, here is refers to the penetration of all the bread of life with the enlivening spirit of life that the Lord had provided through his work. Review the BTB study on LEVITICAL OFFERINGS.

Then the burnt offerings are listed, seven lambs, a bullock, two rams, and drink offerings of wine poured into the fire and into the earth around the altar. Then they were to offer a kid of the goats as a sin offering, and then another two lambs as a peace offering. This day was to be a holy day, upon which no work was to be done of any sort, by any person in the land, for it was a day when all the sacrifices prescribed were to be offered up, recalling the completed work of salvation that the Lord had provided for them. 
Everything is summed up on Pentecost Sunday, for in the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the gathered believers there is the visible evidence that all that the Lord had done on the Cross was indeed successful and a blessing to those who believe in Him. Acts 2:1ff.

22  And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not make clean riddance of the corners of thy field when thou reapest, neither shalt thou gather any gleaning of thy harvest: thou shalt leave them unto the poor, and to the stranger: I am the LORD your God. 23  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
Verses 22 – 23.  

The harvest time of these festivals brings a reminder to the people that the poor are to be remembered at this time and provided for. As we have already seen above however the poor were provided for by means of things they could get, if they worked for them. No socialist welfare type system was taught by the scriptures at any point. No-one was to receive help unless they worked for it themselves, lest they have their self esteem destroyed. Even the elderly were expected to be prayerful if they could no longer work physically. What we see around the world with welfare is the destruction of the culture of poor groups who sit idly about and wait for their welfare cheque, and drink alcohol and takes drugs as they wait! These are great evils that liberalism creates by refusing to follow God’s Laws. 
If we wish to help the poor we are instructed by this passage and others like it, how to go about it. We are to provide work for the poor so that by their own efforts they can obtain their food. That way no one erodes their own self esteem, and those who are lazy and evil quietly starve, and hopefully get to the place where they work and so rebuild self in honour. Gleaning was the means to support the poor in hard times, and even if the crops were light that year, the farmer was to leave the corners and any grain that fell was to be left for the poor of the land to gather without charge for their needs. 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12.

24  Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation. 25  Ye shall do no servile work therein: but ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 
Verses 24 – 25.  

The Feast of Trumpets is introduced with few words. It was to be announced by the blowing of a trumpet (shofar – ram’s horn) as if calling the people to battle.  It was to gather all the people for a holy meeting, and all were expected to come. Exodus 23:17, Numbers 29:2-6. All work was halted for a great part of this seventh month, in which would occur the Day of Atonement, and the Feast of Tabernacles. It was a month which celebrated the culmination of the plan of God for Israel. It was a month which portrayed the final redemption of the people and their entry into millennial blessings. 

26  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 27  Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 28  And ye shall do no work in that same day: for it is a day of atonement, to make an atonement for you before the LORD your God. 29  For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off from among his people.  30  And whatsoever soul it be that doeth any work in that same day, the same soul will I destroy from among his people. 31  Ye shall do no manner of work: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 32  It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth day of the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath. 
Verses 26 – 32.  

The first day of the seventh month was the feast day of Trumpets, and the tenth day was the Day of Atonement. As we have seen above, Leviticus chapter 16, this was the most holy day of the Jewish year.  It is a “Feast Day”, yet it begins as a day of greatest sorrow and weeping for personal and national sin. With a number of commentators, I believe the significance of these feast days centres in the days that end this present age, with Trumpets standing for the Rapture of the Church, and the day of Atonement standing for the day of repentance of Israel as foretold by the prophet Zechariah. Zechariah 12:10-14. 
On this day in the midst of the Great Tribulation period, the Jewish people recognize that they missed their Messiah, but in joy they receive him then, and rest in his coming deliverance of them. Zechariah 13:1ff. The gap of a few days between the feasts tells us that some time period occurs between the various events that are portrayed by them. The Rapture may occur three and a half or more years before the breaking of the Treaty that signifies the start of the Great Tribulation, which will then run for three and one half years. From that point it may be one or two years before the Day of Atonement is fulfilled and the remnant of the nation Israel accept their Messiah. They may have one or more years after that acceptance until he returns to rule. Refer to the BTB studies on prophecy to look at this in depth. 

33  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 34  Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD. 35  On the first day shall be an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. 36  Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: on the eighth day shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: it is a solemn assembly; and ye shall do no servile work therein. 37  These are the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, to offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD, a burnt offering, and a meat offering, a sacrifice, and drink offerings, every thing upon his day: 38  Beside the sabbaths of the LORD, and beside your gifts, and beside all your vows, and beside all your freewill offerings, which ye give unto the LORD. 39  Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the first day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath. 40  And ye shall take you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm trees, and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook; and ye shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven days. 41  And ye shall keep it a feast unto the LORD seven days in the year. It shall be a statute for ever in your generations: ye shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 42  Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are Israelites born shall dwell in booths: 43  That your generations may know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God. 44  And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts of the LORD.

Verses 33 – 44.  

The tenth day is the Day of Atonement, and the fifteenth day is the day that the feast of Tabernacles begins. The first day of this week is another holy convocation where all rested a Sabbath rest from all servile work.  For seven days the burnt offerings are offered up and then on the eighth day another special feast is held.  Every offering is then made on this day for it marks a new beginning of the nation. This feast speaks of the start of the Millennial Kingdom, with the Lord himself ruling from Jerusalem.  
The first and last day were days when no manual work was to be done in the land, and of course any Sabbath day that fell in this period was also to be a day of rest. In a farming economy it is difficult to take a continuous period of eight days off work, and so the farmers were able to undertake their urgent work on days through this period, but for many Jewish people down the centuries these eight days are happy holiday times. 

During this feast day the people were to live in “booths”, or temporary shelters made from the boughs of trees, covered with aromatic branches or palm fronds, that were to mimic the tents of the Exodus period, but speak also of the fragrance and prosperity of the land that they were to inherit. This was the link that bound this feast to the first, and the Feast of Tabernacles became the feast that summed up all the others. Deuteronomy 16:13-17, Nehemiah 8:15. 
Its prophetic significance made it this important, for it did indeed sum up all the Lord’s dealings with this pilgrim people. This feast reminded them that as there was a start point under the tents of the Exodus, so there was to be a terminal point to the Plan of God for them; it is their, at yet future, rest in the land, under their king, the Messiah. Psalms 92:1-15.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION
1.
All the Holy Days (holidays) of Israel spoke of the plan of God for them as a people and for the destiny of this present world. As each year passes these feasts ought still to speak to us. As believers we need to know when the feasts of Israel occur and remember them. The feast day of Trumpets is likely the day for the rapture of the Church and its removal, for Israel to be taken up again as the key player for the last great upheavals of this present age. Tabernacles ought to be marked by the church as it reminds us of the Lord’s coming and ties into the Communion service, in the same way as it ties back to Passover. 

We will not celebrate these feasts as Israel did, or does, but we ought to teach them each year to our people, as they come up in the calendar, to remind the people of God today that the Lord our God has a plan, and it will unfold in the years to come. History is going somewhere, and in difficult and dangerous days the people of the Lord need to recall often that their God has his hands upon the plan and it will work out. 

2.
The feasts were all about resting and rejoicing in the grace of God. As each week passed, the people were reminded of this reality, just as we are by the Communion Service.  Let us ensure that Communion is a weekly Grace-Faith teaching service for the church, just as the Sabbath was to Israel. Let us also rejoice in every day we have as the days grow short, and let us make each day a Sabbath of faith-rest to the Lord. Let us serve the Lord with renewed focus and energy as we draw close to the end of this phase of world history.

3.
The Lord is the Lord of the Sabbath, for he is the one who alone brings rest to man. Let us preach this truth with power and energy as the days grow short. The Lord’s cal to mankind is to “Come unto Him”. Matthew 11:27-30. Let us proclaim this truth with increasing power as the days grow darker.

DOCTRINES
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH – OVERCOMING BY FAITH

DISPENSATIONS

DISPENSATION OF THE JEWS OR ISRAEL

DISPENSATION OF THE CHURCH

DISPENSATION – CHURCH AGE – INTERCATION OR INSERTION

DISPENSATIONS: THE TRIBULATION OR THE TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE

DISPENSATION OF THE MILLENNIUM

FEASTS OF ISRAEL

KINGDOM:  MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

PROPHECY:  DANIEL'S SEVENTY WEEKS

PROPHECY:  SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS

SABBATH AND THE LORD'S DAY

NOTES
LEVITICUS CHAPTER 24

INTRODUCTION
The call for oil had been made during the building of the Tabernacle, back in Exodus 27:20-21. Oil had been received to enable the tabernacle to begin operating, but there was a need for the people to recognize that oil had to be given on a regular basis to ensure that the lamps never went out in the Holy Place. Exodus 40:24-27. 

It is a timely reminder that giving is to be a regular thing for God’s people. At the very time this revelation is being given there is a fight in the camp, and as it is relevant to the whole teaching on holiness to the Lord, Moses records it right here, when it occurs, and records the punishment for the blasphemer of the Lord’s name. 

In days when we regularly hear the Lord’s name being taken in vain, we have become so hardened to it that we are no longer shocked. We should be shocked at such things, that the Lord of Glory’s name be lowered to a swear word! Let us learn from this chapter to value our Lord, and his name as we ought.

LEVITICUS 24
1  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2  Command the children of Israel, that they bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, to cause the lamps to burn continually. 3  Without the veil of the testimony, in the tabernacle of the congregation, shall Aaron order it from the evening unto the morning before the LORD continually: it shall be a statute for ever in your generations. 4  He shall order the lamps upon the pure candlestick before the LORD continually. 

Verses 1- 4.  

The oil for the lamps was required to keep the lamps burning continually. The oil was to be provided as a free will offering from the people on a continuous basis. There would never be a time when the oil would not be required. Not just for festive occasions but for all days the light needed to shine and olive oil needed to be burned up in the lampstand. The people were to be challenged to give the oil, for their gifts of oil ensured that the spiritual life of the nation continued as the Lord had ordained. 
They were to give in obedience to the Lord and the Lord would bless them through the worship that continued day after day in the tabernacle. Without their obedience to the Lord and their giving, the worship would end. It is just the same today. Without our obedience and our giving the work of the Church stops, for the Lord has chosen to work through saved mankind, and when the church is disobedient the work falters and stops. Let us be obedient to the inner voice of the Holy Spirit and serve the Lord. 2 Corinthians 4:6, 9:5-14.  Refer to the BTB study of CHRISTIAN LIFE – GIVING.

5  And thou shalt take fine flour, and bake twelve cakes thereof: two tenth deals shall be in one cake. 6  And thou shalt set them in two rows, six on a row, upon the pure table before the LORD. 7  And thou shalt put pure frankincense upon each row, that it may be on the bread for a memorial, even an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 8  Every sabbath he shall set it in order before the LORD continually, being taken from the children of Israel by an everlasting covenant. 9  And it shall be Aaron's and his sons'; and they shall eat it in the holy place: for it is most holy unto him of the offerings of the LORD made by fire by a perpetual statute. 
Verses 5 – 9.     

In addition to the oil, the congregation were to bring fine flour for the making of the weekly twelve loaves of Shewbread. They were also to bring incense (Frankincense) for the Shewbread table where it would sit, with the twelve loaves in twelve small golden plates. At the end of each week the Shewbread was replaced and the incense burned upon the altar in the Holy Place. There was a need then for the priesthood to receive from the people offerings of flour and the ingredients of the incense on a regular basis to ensure this aspect of worship was able to be carried out weekly. Exodus 39:36, 40:23.

The instruction for the frankincense is not clear from this text, but we have later information from Josephus, that the frankincense was placed in twelve small golden saucers beside each loaf and that this was used as part of the offering upon the Golden Incense Altar each Sabbath day. From Moses words here however I suspect that a pinch of frankincense was used, either in the cooking of the bread, or that a remnant of the fine flour used to make the loaves, was with the frankincense, burnt upon the Main Altar as a Meal offering, before the twelve loaves were baked and placed in the Tabernacle Holy Place. If this is right, then the loaves were offered up to the Lord in their baking process, were lifted up as a wave offering, a remnant of the flour and frankincense became a Meal Offering, and then after twelve days the twelve loaves became food for the priests, and the frankincense became a sweet smelling scent to the Lord from the Altar of Incense. The Shewbread became, from beginning to end an offering of thanks and praise to the Lord.

They were apparently unleavened loaves, for no leaven is mentioned. The Firstfruits offering of Bread alone is alone leavened in the Levitical system. These unleavened loaves of bread became the food of the priesthood after the seven days of lying on the table. The length of time on the table also argues against them being leavened, as leavened bread would be stale and bad by the eighth day, whereas the unleavened bread will keep this time. As they are food for the priesthood, the frankincense cannot have been sprinkled over all the loaves, as it would make then inedible. The suggestion that Josephus makes from a later time is probably right, although my suspicion is that part of the ingredients of the twelve loaves also formed a Meal Offering at the start, and that the frankincense would be applied to that in accordance with the instructions in Leviticus 2.

10  And the son of an Israelitish woman, whose father was an Egyptian, went out among the children of Israel: and this son of the Israelitish woman and a man of Israel strove together in the camp; 11  And the Israelitish woman's son blasphemed the name of the Lord, and cursed. And they brought him unto Moses: (and his mother's name was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan:) 12  And they put him in ward, that the mind of the LORD might be shewed them. 13  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 14  Bring forth him that hath cursed without the camp; and let all that heard him lay their hands upon his head, and let all the congregation stone him. 15  And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, Whosoever curseth his God shall bear his sin. 16  And he that blasphemeth the name of the LORD, he shall surely be put to death, and all the congregation shall certainly stone him: as well the stranger, as he that is born in the land, when he blasphemeth the name of the Lord, shall be put to death. 17  And he that killeth any man shall surely be put to death. 18  And he that killeth a beast shall make it good; beast for beast. 19  And if a man cause a blemish in his neighbour; as he hath done, so shall it be done to him; 20  Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in a man, so shall it be done to him again. 21  And he that killeth a beast, he shall restore it: and he that killeth a man, he shall be put to death. 22  Ye shall have one manner of law, as well for the stranger, as for one of your own country: for I am the LORD your God. 23  And Moses spake to the children of Israel, that they should bring forth him that had cursed out of the camp, and stone him with stones. And the children of Israel did as the LORD commanded Moses.

Verses 10 – 23.  

Right at the time these things were being communicated to Moses there is an incident in the camp that highlights the need for teaching on holiness and the vital need for the punishments to be applied, because this incident is a deliberate challenge to Moses and everything the Law stands for. The way the young man is described indicates he heads out looking for trouble and is acting and speaking in a way to cause discord. He may even have been speaking blasphemous things when the Israelite male attacks him to deal with his insults. The full details are not given but enough are mentioned to be sure that this man is a blasphemer and deliberately so. This is no man suffering from a temporally loss of self control.

This man “went out” with a purpose to make trouble and like all who seek trouble he found it. A fight developed, and the fact that the other man is not charged or censured tells me that he did not wrong in relation to this evil man. We are told that the trouble maker was the son of an Israelite woman and an Egyptian man. We must accept the fact that there are people in our midst at all times who are “mixed multitude”, and they are dangerous self centred trouble makers and dangerous. He was of the “mixed multitude” that caused trouble throughout the Exodus, for they had many within them not committed totally to the Exodus, and they were fertile ground for disaffected others. Exodus 12:38, Numbers 11:4ff, 20:3-5, 21:4-9, 25:1-5.  

It is not clear, as noted above, whether this man swore and cursed in the name of the Lord before, during or after the fight, or whether he did so all throughout the time. He was overpowered by the witnesses to the event and they brought him to Moses.  He is placed in close custody until the matter has been prayed through by Moses and the Elders. 
The man’s mother is of the tribe of Dan and her name and lineage is noted. His grand-father’s name, Dibri, means “wordy”. Maybe it is that reason that Moses mentions him, for he, or his name, appears no-where else in scripture. This boy may have been brought up with wordiness but without doctrine. His mother’s name means “peaceable”, and she may have kept the peace at home, but sadly this boy didn’t get anything doctrinally strong at home. It may be he had an arrogant and self inflated father and a dependent personality mother, and neither took charge and taught him the truth. Unlike Timothy, also a half Hebrew, he had not been brought up to value the Hebrew faith and traditions. Acts 16:1-3, 2 Timothy 1:1-7.

The Lord’s word is not long in coming in this case. Moses is told to bring the accursed man outside the camp and there he is to be stoned with stones until he is dead. The men who witnessed the evil are to be the lead executioners, laying hold of the man’s head as positive identification of the culprit, supporting the Levitical concept, that the people who are witnesses must stand up for truth against evil, and they must execute righteousness themselves. The entire congregation (or their representatives – given there may be 10,000 adult males or more) are then to thrown the stones. All are to share in the execution of those who bring dishonour upon the nation and insult their God.

Moses takes the opportunity to restate the Law regarding crimes that must lead to death and those that do not. The Law regarding blasphemy is laid down strongly; the guilty person is to be executed forthwith, and the entire population is to be in one accord with this. All who murder men are to be killed, but those who unjustly kill an animal are to be forced to make the loss good to the owner. Murder and blasphemy are equal in God’s sight. This is a shock to us, who consider swearing normal in our corrupt societies. If any man hurts another unjustly, then that guilty person is to bear every stripe or wound that they inflicted upon the innocent, blow for blow. The Law was to apply equally for any stranger in the land as well as for those born in the land.   

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Blasphemy and swearing of all forms needs to be hated by believers. If we have been in the habit of letting forth oaths or exclamations when under stress, we are challenged to stop forthwith by this passage, even if we are not blasphemous in what we utter. We are to take these things seriously and stand for the Lord, not ever stand before Him looking like a pagan.

2.
God expects people to stand up for truth and convict the evil doer of their wrong. God expects us to rule in righteousness and execute judgment in truth. Our weakness in dealing with blasphemy by condemnation opens the door to all the evils that men who verbalize their hatred for God are capable of.

DOCTRINES

JUSTICE

UNBELIEVER

LEVITICUS CHAPTER 25

INTRODUCTION
The laws are now laid down regarding the Sabbatical years that Israel was to keep once they inherited the land. This was the system the Lord had decreed that would both “sanctify” the land and remind the people of grace. Every seventh year the land was to rest from the labours of the people and they were to rest and study God’s Word, and be available for other needed tasks. They were to trust the Lord through this time, that there would be enough of what was the surplus of the crops of previous years had been laid aside to keep them. They were to rest in the Lord that year. 

It would also allow the land to recover from agrarian endeavour, and give them a full year also to deal with any enemies that had caused any trouble, for all the soldiers of the nation would be able to be called together for a campaign that could last six to eight months. It was God’s perfect provision for their health, the land’s productivity, their physical safety from the enemies that surrounded them, and their spiritual life, and yet they would ignore everything written here! The writer of the Chronicles is certain that this was a major reason for the Babylonian Captivity, which would last 70 years. He believed that these were the Sabbatical years they missed. 2 Chronicles 36:14-21, Ezekiel 20:12ff, 22:6-12, 23:35-49. 

LEVITICUS 25

1  And the LORD spake unto Moses in mount Sinai, saying, 2  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land which I give you, then shall the land keep a sabbath unto the LORD. 3  Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the fruit thereof; 4  But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the LORD: thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard. 5  That which groweth of its own accord of thy harvest thou shalt not reap, neither gather the grapes of thy vine undressed: for it is a year of rest unto the land. 6  And the sabbath of the land shall be meat for you; for thee, and for thy servant, and for thy maid, and for thy hired servant, and for thy stranger that sojourneth with thee. 7  And for thy cattle, and for the beast that are in thy land, shall all the increase thereof be meat. 

Verses 1 – 7.  

Every seventh year, counting from the first year of the complete conquest, was to be a “Sabbath unto the Lord” for the land itself. No work was to be done in the fields, neither sowing, nor pruning, nor even gathering and reaping. Everything was to be returned to the land as fertilizer. It is a considerable quantity of food that is required to feed a family for a year, and even with the milk and meat of the flocks and herds the quantity of grain and oil is significant. 
They were allowed to eat of the flocks and herds and dig up any vegetable that grew, but the fruit of vine and field was banned for that year and was to be composted. All things that required labour to cultivate were to be left for that entire year as fallow ground upon which the cattle and sheep and goats could feed.

It was to be a testimony of faith and confidence in the Lord’s ability to provide for them.  They were to trust that the flocks and herds would grow through this period and that the fallow ground would feed them, and that enough vegetables and other wild fruits would grow to keep the people healthy and well fed through this fallow year. The poor of the land were to be allowed to eat of anything that grew that year, (even the grain/gleanings, and the grapes) but the actual owner of the fields was to leave them without any work being done upon them, or any formal harvesting being done.

8  And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times seven years; and the space of the seven sabbaths of years shall be unto thee forty and nine years. 9  Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubile to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, in the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all your land. 10  And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubile unto you; and ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family. 11  A jubile shall that fiftieth year be unto you: ye shall not sow, neither reap that which groweth of itself in it, nor gather the grapes in it of thy vine undressed. 12  For it is the jubile; it shall be holy unto you: ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the field. 
Verses 8 -12.  

At the end of 49 years (seven Sabbatical cycles) there was to be a formal announcement on the Day of Atonement that year of a Year of Jubilee. At that time there would be two Sabbatical years back to back without work in the fields being undertaken. This was a special test of faith and obedience for the people, for all their economic imperatives would be to get back to work after the Sabbatical year and expand production again. 
This was a special year that each person was meant to experience at least once in their lifetime. It was to be a year of God’s favour and a special time to recall the plan of God regarding Israel’s destiny at the end of this present age. The Day of Atonement recalls the fact that the Lord’s people will be brought to their knees in the midst of the Tribulation period, and will accept their Messiah finally as their saviour and coming King. The year of Jubilee was to remind them that they would be delivered, even in the midst of the great invasions and disaster of those terrible days, and would be able to rest in the Lord their God, and be sure that they would go on to enjoy the bounty of the land.

It was to be a time of liberty for the land and the people. Every slave was set free, and all land that had been loaned to another returned to the original family ownership. It was a time for everyone who had moved to other places to return to their family’s land and start afresh there. It was to be a settling time to restore the nation to its proper boundaries. It was to be a blessing and a stability factor for them.

13  In the year of this jubilee ye shall return every man unto his possession. 14  And if thou sell ought unto thy neighbour, or buyest ought of thy neighbour's hand, ye shall not oppress one another: 15  According to the number of years after the jubilee thou shalt buy of thy neighbour, and according unto the number of years of the fruits he shall sell unto thee: 16  According to the multitude of years thou shalt increase the price thereof, and according to the fewness of years thou shalt diminish the price of it: for according to the number of the years of the fruits doth he sell unto thee. 17  Ye shall not therefore oppress one another; but thou shalt fear thy God: for I am the LORD your God. 
Verses 13 – 17.  

The importance of every family returning to their original land is repeated in this first verse. The Lord’s plan was that the families of Israel would retain their original land packages and fill the land with each family supporting their extended circle of descendents from their land holding. When they arrived in the land they did not fill the land, and they did not cast out the Canaanites for nearly 450 years, and it was only in the days of David and Solomon that they got all the land promised to them. 
From that time they could practise this rule and each year of Jubilee have the entire extended family back together for a year at least to re-establish bonds, even if they were too numerous for the original land by then. Even if they had afterwards to move back to the cities and towns they had moved to for commerce, every fifty years the entire extended family was to return to the original land package and camp there, and remember that this is what God had given them, and they were to rejoice together.

No business dealings over land were to be oppressive, or exploitative. In difficult years a person may sell the land to buy food to feed their family, but no Israelite was to take advantage of their neighbours needs and exploit them by means of price. Remember, the selling of land actually refers to a maximum of fifty year lease only. The way the price was to be set for land was to be according to the years of productivity left before the next Year of Jubilee. All title of land was to return to the original owner on the Day of Atonement of the Year of Jubilee. 
The family that had bought the use of the land had to vacate the land by the year of Jubilee, and by the time the original owners were to start using it again, it would have lain fallow for two full years and it’s productivity would have recovered. No great capitalist was to be able to buy up all the productive land and force the rest to work as slaves. We need to remember this rule when we enter into economic debates, for the Lord is not on the side of capitalism, nor of communism.  The Lord is however against the exploiter of the people, whether they call themselves, “free marketers” or “commissars”. 

Before men start to work schemes to become the richest men in the cemetery they need to reflect upon their final meeting with the Lord. It is not the wealth we are buried with, but the eternal rewards we have at the end of our lives that finally matters. 1 Corinthians 3:10-17. 
The Lord’s harshest words are reserved for those who abuse the weak and we are to remember that we give account of all we do to Him and all “sweet deals” that have taken advantage of another’s vulnerability or weakness will receive their final judgment and their “rewards” in that place only. Wealth is enjoyed for a short time here upon the earth, with eternity to regret our bad choices. Romans 14:10-13, Hebrews 13:17-18, 1 Peter 4:1-9.   Refer to the BTB study REWARDS AND CROWNS.

18  Wherefore ye shall do my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do them; and ye shall dwell in the land in safety. 19  And the land shall yield her fruit, and ye shall eat your fill, and dwell therein in safety. 20  And if ye shall say, What shall we eat the seventh year? behold, we shall not sow, nor gather in our increase: 21  Then I will command my blessing upon you in the sixth year, and it shall bring forth fruit for three years. 22  And ye shall sow the eighth year, and eat yet of old fruit until the ninth year; until her fruits come in ye shall eat of the old store. :
Verses 18 – 22.  

If the people do what they are told by the Lord they will hold the land with safety, but if they ignore the words of the Lord, then they will neither hold the land, nor have prosperity or safety therein. All depends upon their obedience, not their trying to out think the Lord. The Lord’s promise to them, if they will be obedient, is that he will bless the sixth year of each cycle to cover the next two or three in production. 
I have been reflecting upon these words this very day in relation to business decisions I have taken in the past, with what I now would call arrogance on my own part. I look back and see decisions taken with good accountancy advice, but based upon my thinking and planning rather than the Lord’s clear and unequivocal guidance. Those decisions taken without saturated prayer and the heeding of the still small voice within have proved financially disastrous, in spite of the financial advisors counsel.
We are meant to trust the Lord, listen to the Lord, and obey the Lord in all things, even against the best accountant’s advice! No business advisor would advise the taking off of years from productive work to sit around and study God’s Word, have family time, or deal with the enemies around you. They would urge treaties to deal with enemies, and more work in the fields! God’s plan is not for us to be the wealthiest people necessarily, but his plan always calls for us to have the strongest families, the most Bible saturated lives, and to be caring and concerned for our neighbours. Proverbs 3:1-8, 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13, 4:9-12. Let us remember that the evil men will grow worse and worse, and their rejection of God’s economic plan will lead to the temporary growth of their wealth, but it is only for a season. 2 Timothy 2:14-19, 3:1-9.

23  The land shall not be sold for ever: for the land is mine, for ye are strangers and sojourners with me. 24  And in all the land of your possession ye shall grant a redemption for the land. 25  If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold away some of his possession, and if any of his kin come to redeem it, then shall he redeem that which his brother sold. 26  And if the man have none to redeem it, and himself be able to redeem it; 27  Then let him count the years of the sale thereof, and restore the overplus unto the man to whom he sold it; that he may return unto his possession. 28  But if he be not able to restore it to him, then that which is sold shall remain in the hand of him that hath bought it until the year of jubile: and in the jubile it shall go out, and he shall return unto his possession. 
Verses 23 – 28.  

The principle of “leasehold tenure” of the land is again stated here in these verses. All the land is the Lord’s and they are never to forget that. No matter where we live today upon the earth, we are challenged to have the same attitude. All the earth is the Lord’s and the increase of it is the Lords and under his control. Psalms 50:5-15, 62:5-12, 67:5-7, Proverbs 22:16, 22. 
The poor are not to be permanently robbed of their family land due to bad business decisions, or any other culpable factors, but a family member is required to redeem the land, or they are, or at the year of Jubilee the land is to return to the family. No self righteous judging of the poor is to be used to justify the permanent seizure of their land. They may lose tenure for their generation, but only for fifty years at most, and then the next generation is to have another chance to hold and prosper by obeying the Lord’s Word.

29  And if a man sell a dwelling house in a walled city, then he may redeem it within a whole year after it is sold; within a full year may he redeem it. 30  And if it be not redeemed within the space of a full year, then the house that is in the walled city shall be established for ever to him that bought it throughout his generations: it shall not go out in the jubile. 31  But the houses of the villages which have no wall round about them shall be counted as the fields of the country: they may be redeemed, and they shall go out in the jubile. 
Verses 29 – 31.  

The villages and fields are counted as the productive land and part of the inheritance of the people that is to be permanent. The dwellings within walled cities, captured from the enemy are another matter altogether. They are not capable of supporting themselves as an agricultural plot of land is, and are dwellings only, depending upon the business or trade ability of the owner to be held by that person. Such titles are not totally covered by the year of Jubilee provisions, for a lot of money is required to repair and maintain a house in a walled city, and for stability of the city there needs to be people therein who are able to financially support the requirements of ownership there. 
Any land/building in a walled city was private and if it was sold there was only one year for the previous owner to redeem it and buy it back, which if he was unable to do the title passed permanently to the new owner. This meant that a temporary business set back could be rectified, but a seriously bad series of business decisions meant that the owner of the building had to recognize they were financially unable to keep it and they were to move on, and probably head back to their family land. 
It takes different skills to make your way in the business world of a city than to work as a labourer in the fields, and some people have that ability and some do not. The Lord’s provision here ensured that those who were unable to maintain themselves in the city were able to sell and move back to the life they could maintain, and that those who were able to make it in the city life were able to move into that area with security of tenure that was required to establish city based businesses.

32  Notwithstanding the cities of the Levites, and the houses of the cities of their possession, may the Levites redeem at any time. 33  And if a man purchase of the Levites, then the house that was sold, and the city of his possession, shall go out in the year of jubile: for the houses of the cities of the Levites are their possession among the children of Israel. 34  But the field of the suburbs of their cities may not be sold; for it is their perpetual possession. 
Verses 32 – 34.  

The rules for the towns and walled cities of the Levites were however an exception to the above rule. The Levites were able to sell their building (in effect lease the use of the building until the next year of Jubilee) in any town or city, but they were allowed to redeem it at any time they had earned the money to do so.  These dwellings also would pass back to the Levite family in the Year of Jubilee. 
The fields of the Levite cities and towns were not allowed to be sold/leased to others at all. None could buy them, even for seven years! They were a perpetual inheritance for the Levites and none could be sold at all. This put pressure upon the Levites who became poor, for they had no land to sell and had to trust the Lord totally to support them. If they sold their family house it remained the purchaser’s home until the Year of Jubilee only, but they kept their land to work upon and feed their family when they were not on duty at the Tabernacle/Temple. 
Those who served the Tabernacle were not to be left under the stars, but if they failed to work hard and maintain their house, or were caught by an economic downturn in their paid trade (all Levites had to have a trade also, as they served in the Temple for only one month a year on average), they were to work hard on their land and so win their house back over time, even if it was for the next generation. Work was required, and people were to confront the impact of failure so that they worked hard enough to maintain or redeem their land. 2 Thessalonians 3:7 -13.

35  And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen in decay with thee; then thou shalt relieve him: yea, though he be a stranger, or a sojourner; that he may live with thee. 36  Take thou no usury of him, or increase: but fear thy God; that thy brother may live with thee. 37  Thou shalt not give him thy money upon usury, nor lend him thy victuals for increase. 38  I am the LORD your God, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, to give you the land of Canaan, and to be your God. 
Verses 35 – 38.  

If a fellow Israelite was reduced to poverty those who could were encouraged to take them in and support them in their own home, irrespective of any kinship obligation. They were to take that poor person in and feed and clothe them and not treat them as a slave, nor charge them for their care, nor charge interest on any loan they advanced to them. If the person required money for food, then it was to be advanced without interest charged. The poor were not to be forced to become slaves through debt, but they were expected to work for what they received, assisting around the household in any work they could do. 2 Corinthians 9:1-15. Refer to the EBCWA study on this chapter on the web site or on the CD. 
Charity is a bona fide operation without any lectures to the person in need to humiliate them. The poor were to be helped, but that help was always to be repaid in work by the poor person, unless they were unable to assist themselves, as in the case of the parable of the Good Samaritan. Luke 10:33-37. The fear of the Lord is to guide their actions in all these matters, for they are to remember that they were all poor people when they left Egypt, and only the Lord’s bounty caused the Egyptians to give them money and goods. Exodus 12:33-36.

They were to recall that all the bounty they received in the land was from the Lord also and it was not due to any goodness or deserving on their part. As the Lord had given, so the Lord could take away, and they were to give thanks and hold their wealth lightly, always being ready to pass it over to those in need. The poor are still the concern of the Lord, and must be the care of the church, but without the “war on poverty” nonsense, for we have the Lord’s word on it, the poor will be with us always; poverty will not be eliminated from the earth while men have Old Sin Natures. 
We are not to hinder any aspect of worship in order to give to the poor. Our obligation is to preach the Gospel to the poor, as well as assist them physically, but without hypocrisy or political nonsense. Compare the following verses. Matthew 26:6-13, Luke 4:18, 18:18-23, 19:8-10, John 12:5-8,  Romans 15:25-26, 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, 2 Corinthians 6:10, 8:1-4, 9, 9:9, Galatians 2:10, James 2:1-7, 14-20.  Refer to the BTB studies of POVERTY, and WELFARE.

39  And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and be sold unto thee; thou shalt not compel him to serve as a bondservant: 40  But as an hired servant, and as a sojourner, he shall be with thee, and shall serve thee unto the year of jubile. 41  And then shall he depart from thee, both he and his children with him, and shall return unto his own family, and unto the possession of his fathers shall he return. 42  For they are my servants, which I brought forth out of the land of Egypt: they shall not be sold as bondmen. 43  Thou shalt not rule over him with rigour; but shalt fear thy God. 44  Both thy bondmen, and thy bondmaids, which thou shalt have, shall be of the heathen that are round about you; of them shall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids. 45  Moreover of the children of the strangers that do sojourn among you, of them shall ye buy, and of their families that are with you, which they begat in your land: and they shall be your possession. 46  And ye shall take them as an inheritance for your children after you, to inherit them for a possession; they shall be your bondmen for ever: but over your brethren the children of Israel, ye shall not rule one over another with rigour. 
Verses 39 – 46.  

If an Israelite was sold into slavery through their poverty, they were not to be treated as a slave without rights, but as a hired servant, and he was to serve only until the year of Jubilee, when he would be set free. He was to be set free and all his children, even those born while in servitude, and they were to return to the land of their fathers and inherit it once more. 
It is a reminder that slavery within Israel was for social welfare, not permanent servitude, and every fifty years the slave had the right and opportunity to be free and work within their own land again. The Lord provided the back stop for poverty for his people and these rules will apply again world wide in the Millennial Kingdom. All Israel was redeemed by the Passover of the Lord from Egypt and so none were to be enslaved by other Israelites as the Egyptians had enslaved them. Such a thing was wickedness that would bring the Lord’s swift judgment. No Hebrews servant was to be beaten or treated in any way that lowered his dignity as a member of the household of faith.

Slaves were permitted as prisoners of war and as bought in a slave market, from amongst the pagan nations that surrounded them. These people were their slaves and their children after them, and there was no right of emancipation for them. This was the common law of the ancient world, but in Israel there was to be no oppressive treatment of any slave, be they Hebrew or pagan. The standards were to be different amongst God’s people than those of the land before them. 
Why not abolition of slavery at this time? The market for slaves was world wide and people bought by Hebrews were at least guaranteed under the Law the right to dignity in their service, and the right to participation in the religious life of the nation as we saw in a  previous chapter.   Leviticus 22:11.

47  And if a sojourner or stranger wax rich by thee, and thy brother that dwelleth by him wax poor, and sell himself unto the stranger or sojourner by thee, or to the stock of the stranger's family: 48  After that he is sold he may be redeemed again; one of his brethren may redeem him: 49  Either his uncle, or his uncle's son, may redeem him, or any that is nigh of kin unto him of his family may redeem him; or if he be able, he may redeem himself. 50  And he shall reckon with him that bought him from the year that he was sold to him unto the year of jubile: and the price of his sale shall be according unto the number of years, according to the time of an hired servant shall it be with him. 51  If there be yet many years behind, according unto them he shall give again the price of his redemption out of the money that he was bought for. 52  And if there remain but few years unto the year of jubile, then he shall count with him, and according unto his years shall he give him again the price of his redemption. 53  And as a yearly hired servant shall he be with him: and the other shall not rule with rigour over him in thy sight. 54  And if he be not redeemed in these years, then he shall go out in the year of jubile, both he, and his children with him. 55  For unto me the children of Israel are servants; they are my servants whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

Verses 47 – 55.  

Even when a foreigner who lived in the land had bought a Hebrew as a slave, the Law was to apply to that foreigner living in the land. They were to buy the Hebrew for a number of years as a day labourer, and were not to ill treat them, or they would be answerable to the Elders of the land. The Hebrew slave was to be redeemed by any relative when ever they could do so, for it was a disgrace that a foreigner bought a Hebrew in the land God has given the Hebrews. The price was to be calculated as a percentage of years to run until the year of Jubilee, thus reinforcing the concept that the purchaser was buying their labour not their person. No foreigner could hold onto any Hebrew, for they were the Lord’s, and at the Year of Jubilee they had to be set free, with their entire family. 1 Samuel 2:3-10, Isaiah 49:24-26, Jeremiah 34:8-20.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
God’s testing through the centuries for his people centres around the twin concepts of faith and obedience. We must have faith in the Lord, believe and apply his Word, and obey its commands. This has not changed and is the Lord’s holy demand upon us today.

2.
All land is leasehold land. We have no permanent title to any land upon this earth, for it is the Lord’s gift to us and the Lord’s bounty has given it. Let us praise the Lord for his provision and serve him with humility as we go about our daily work. All we have here of value is the work done for the Lord in whatever house we have upon whatever land we dwell. We are strangers and pilgrims here; let us buy up the time here with vigour as we pass through to our temporary place in the grave. Let us remember that all things here are but for a moment, even death! Our destiny is eternal, and so let us remember this as we worry about finances and houses and investments!

3.
God provides a welfare system for his people. It depended on everyone being ready to treat their fellows with dignity before the Lord, remembering that they will all stand before the Lord, great and small. Work is honourable and those who are not ready to work hard are to be ready to starve! We are not to join in any “wars on poverty” as if by man’s efforts man can abolish poverty, for man cannot do so. Poverty is a result of the Old Sin Nature of man and will be with us until the end of time, but if we deal with things God’s way there can be blessing in the midst of all situations.

DOCTRINES

POVERTY

BIBLE:  BIBLE AND THE BELIEVER

NOTES
LEVITICUS CHAPTER 26

INTRODUCTION
At the time of the first reading of the Law, Exodus 23:20-33, the Lord had given solemn warning by Moses to the people. This was the first of three specific times of warning associated with the giving of the Law. The passage we read now is the second time of formal warning, after the establishment of the Tabernacle sacrificial system, and the third will be before they enter and Land at Mount Ebal. Deuteronomy 27-30. Each message of warning about failing to apply the Law is stronger and longer than the previous one. The Lord is determined that they will have no excuses before Him for heir failures to follow through on his instructions. The liberal critics have attacked these passages with unnatural vigour, for they must. Liberalism in theology hates the specific nature of divine revelation for it leaves no room for their compromise religion, but even more they hate any passage where prophetic elements are so specific that they are hard to explain away. 

We enter a passage here that will make the hair stand up on the back of your neck! The prophetic message given here is terribly fulfilled 1600 years later in 70 AD when the Roman armies destroy Jerusalem and take the people into captivity. They have been back from that captivity in part, and in unbelief, for sixty years to the time I write these words. These very words here, with the Deuteronomy passages, will form the base of the condemnation the people will feel during the Great Tribulation period that is to come.
 Zechariah 12:10ff records their confession and the events that unfold afterwards, but it is full reflection on these two key passages in Leviticus and Deuteronomy that bring the people of Israel to their knees at that time. Let us advance here with prayer and thought about the near future, when these words will burst again onto the stage of world history and be powerful tools of the Holy Spirit to bring conviction to the rebellious people of God and bring the back to the place of blessing.

As we read these words it is a further reminder of the grace and mercy and plan of God. It is a reminder that the Lord our God has not cast over his people Israel, and that from three and a half millennia the words of Moses crash through time and convict of sin today. Romans 11:1ff. They convict as clearly as they convicted the people of Isaiah’s day, then a hundred years later the people in exile under the ministry of Ezekiel, and then as the people returned they burned into the hearts of the people led by Ezra and Nehemiah, and even then their work was not fully done, for they burned into the first apostles as they established the Church in the days before the second great fall of Jerusalem. 
Moses ministry continues, as does the ministry of all who write or record in other forms, the precious seed given them by the Lord to impart to others. Whenever you read these words, remember, the Lord God who made this world and all that is in it has a plan and that plan is unfolding as you read. God’s Word stands secure, and those who stand upon it’s truth stand on solid rock, and those who ignore or mock it, they stand upon the sands of time and will be blown away. It is no accident that the Lord spoke the parable of the man who built his house on the rock, Matthew 7:24-29, right after his teaching on the danger of hypocrisy and failure to apply God’s Word into the fabric of your life. Matthew 7:13-23. Let us be warned by Moses and by our Lord. 

LEVITICUS 26:1-13 - THE BLESSINGS THAT WILL COME IF THEY OBEY THE LAW
1  Ye shall make you no idols nor graven image, neither rear you up a standing image, neither shall ye set up any image of stone in your land, to bow down unto it: for I am the LORD your God. 2  Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD. 
Verses 1 – 2.  

The people are to base heir behaviours upon one central reality; that the Lord is their God and He is the ruler of all. Everything they do is to be based upon the reality of God’s absolute claim upon their life for obedience to his Word. Their recognition of this reality will translate into rejection of all fake religion and hatred of anything associated with paganism. They are challenged to see the evil reality of the satanic alternative to the truth about God. They are challenged to see that worshipping any “thing” is to serve the enemy of truth and to be distracted from the path of life to the path of death.  
Men search for stability and security in the midst of terrible times, yet there is no other place of security, safety, and stability than to be walking in the path God prepared for you. Being in the place of worship is the place of stability for the mind in difficult and dangerous times. The people are urged not to serve other gods, but rather keep correct worship at the centre of their individual and national life. They are to remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy, and they are to honour, attend and participate in worship in the Tabernacle of the Lord. 
I have been listening to a worship song as I write this, which says, “put on the garments of praise, for the spirit of heaviness”. It quotes Isaiah 61:3, and rightly so, for this is the Lord’s prescription for us all. Let us make worship the centre of our daily life, and then we can be kept safe from evil and from the doubts and fears that otherwise overwhelm us. Proverbs 1:7, 23-33, 2:1-11, 3:1-8, 24-26, Matthew 7:13-23, Luke 13:22-30, John 10:7-15, 14:1-6. 

3  If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do them; 4  Then I will give you rain in due season, and the land shall yield her increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit. 

Verses 3 – 4.  

There is a three fold requirement that must not be overlooked by us today regarding the Word of God. It must be heard, believed and applied into life. The people are to walk in the Law, keep the commandments in their daily life, and do the things that are required. It is thorough obedience into the fabric of the realities of daily life that the Lord requires. There is no “easy believism” here, but a thorough belief and application into life. This is a call to a faith that works out in life, not a miss-named faith that can tick boxes on a form. We are called to live out the reality of our faith not just affirm its truth to ourselves and others. A faith that does not work out into life is not saving faith at all. James 2:14-26. 
The hypocritical “faith” that falls short of total obedience did not deliver the Israelites from disaster, and it will not deliver us. The only faith that delivers is the real one; it is total commitment of the life to the Lord to see his purposes worked through in your daily life. Anything short of this will lead to disaster, but obedience will lead to blessing in this life and the next. The blessing that the people needed was he blessing of crops to feed themselves in the seasons, and the Lord promises them enough to live upon, if they obey him. Matthew 7:24-26, Psalms 65:9-13, 81:8-14, Romans 2:3-11. Ezekiel sings of the future day, when the people will truly obey the Lord in the worst time of their history, and receive these blessings fully and completely. Ezekiel 34:23-31.

5  And your threshing shall reach unto the vintage, and the vintage shall reach unto the sowing time: and ye shall eat your bread to the full, and dwell in your land safely. 6  And I will give peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid: and I will rid evil beasts out of the land, neither shall the sword go through your land. 
Verses 5 – 6.  

If the people obey the Lord there will always be plenty of food for them to eat. They will find that the harvest food reaches to the time of the next grape harvest and to the time of sowing the next crops. They will not go short of bread to eat and the fruit and vegetables will always be there for them if they obey the Lord their God. Not only will there be food, but there will be the peace to eat it in. 
There is no value having prosperity without the peace from enemies to enjoy it. Great wealth is no blessing if you lack the military security to hold onto what you have received. The Lord will protect them from the evils of wild animals and from war if they obey him. 
Fear is the constant threat hanging over those with goods in a place where others do not have as much; fear that others will steal or kill to obtain what you have will debilitate people over time. Fear is dealt with only by the Lord, for none can keep us safe except Him. Walking in his plan for our life is the only safe path through this dangerous world. Refer to the BTB study of FEAR.  Psalms 29:11, 147:11-14, John 14:27, Romans 5:1-5, Philippians 4:6-7.

7  And ye shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword. 8  And five of you shall chase an hundred, and an hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight: and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword. 
Verses 7 – 8.  

Military victory against overwhelming odds is a sign of particular success and ability, or it is a sign of God’s great favour towards you. The people are told that they will be victorious, not because of their superior weapons, tactical skills, courage, or strategically thinking generals, but because the Lord will defend them and go before them. To the Lord alone belong the outcomes of battles! Deuteronomy 28:7, 32:30, Joshua 23:10-11, Judges 7:4-23, 1 Samuel 14:6-16, 17:45-53, Psalms 55:18, 81:13-16, Proverbs 21:29-31, Ecclesiastes 9:11-18, Isaiah 28:5-6.  Refer to the BTB study WAR. 

9  For I will have respect unto you, and make you fruitful, and multiply you, and establish my covenant with you. 10  And ye shall eat old store, and bring forth the old because of the new. 
Verses 9 – 10.  

This nation will be reduced to a few thousand people after the Babylonian seizure of the land and city of Jerusalem. From this remnant the entire nation will be rebuilt, so that all twelve tribes are still represented in the land in the days of the Lord 600 years later. James 1:1.  They were made fruitful and they replenished the land through the years after the return of the Exiles in 535 BC. 
God honoured his promise, both in the days of the Judges and Kings to build them into a mighty nation, and then again in the years after their return. The Lord has done so again through the centuries of wandering of the Jewish peoples and they now number more than at any time in their history, and yet millions of them were murdered in World War 2.   God is not finished with Israel and their greatest days are still to come.
God honours his Word, and he calls us to honour it also by our obedience to it. Even the storage of their grain will go well and the older grains will be as good as the new crop. They will be able to save for years of famine and for years of Jubilee. If they need to store grain they will be able to do so, but the promises depends on spirituality and application to the Word of God. The Lord does not honour capitalism as such, especially when it forgets that it owes God all. Luke 12:16-40. We are urged to heed the words of Moses, but even more the words of the Lord himself. 

11  And I set my tabernacle among you: and my soul shall not abhor you. 12  And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people. 13  I am the LORD your God, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, that ye should not be their bondmen; and I have broken the bands of your yoke, and made you go upright.
Verses 11 – 13.  

The Lord reminds them that he has chosen them, not the other way around. We are all the chosen of the Lord, who has called us out to be a people. We are called by God, and that means he cares about us enough to call us, and so he will provide for us and keep us. God’s promise is that he will not turn his back upon them (abhor them). The Lord will walk amongst them and be their God. The Lord is with us in our troubles, he is not far away. Refer to the BTB studies GOD – CALLING, ELECTION AND PREDESTINATION, FAITHFULNESS OF GOD, HOLY SPIRIT – EFFECTIVE CALLING. 

The Lord had not delivered them from Egyptian slavery to make them slaves of other people. The Lord has not saved us from sin and death to deliver us over to Satan. Believers must be very seriously seeking trouble to find it. We get into trouble in this life because we walk far from the Lord’s will, way and plan for us. We are not to be slaves to any desire, thing or person, but serve the Lord only. Psalms 81:6-16, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, 1 Peter 1:18-19.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
If everything centres in our worship then the spirit of heaviness, that can overwhelm at times, will be replaced by the garments of praise. The Lord wants us to deal with doubt by prayer and worry by praise, and then to walk each day in the Filling of the Holy Spirit, so that we see and cope with each problem the Lord’s way.

2.
The only faith that delivers people from danger is a real faith. The plastic faith of the fake prosperity gospel preachers has never delivered on its promises. It did not save the people of Jeremiah’s day and it will not save any future generation who are foolish enough to walk away from God’s path to follow nonsense. God call us to active, living, applied faith.

3.
We live in panic palace or the place of God’s blessing! Fear or faith is the choice, from Adam’s day to our own. It will be the great choice for man until the end of time. If we trust the Lord, and walk according to his instructions to us, He will deliver us. Let us trust Him today and walk with him always.

DOCTRINES

FEAR

WAR

GOD - CALLING

GOD:  ELECTION AND PREDESTINATION

GOD:  FAITHFULNESS OF GOD

HOLY SPIRIT - EFFECTIVE CALLING

HOLY SPIRIT:  FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

LEVITICUS 26:14-33  THE CURSING THAT WILL COME IF THEY DISOBEY THE LAW
14  But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these commandments; 15  And if ye shall despise my statutes, or if your soul abhor my judgments, so that ye will not do all my commandments, but that ye break my covenant: 
Verses 14 – 15.  

The people are told bluntly that they face a choice each and every day as to their mental attitude towards the Lord, and his commands. They must decide what they will do daily regarding the things of God. Will they respect the Lord, and obey his words, or will they deeper, little by little, their rejection of the Lord and his demands upon them. The Lord makes it clear that he “demands” things of them as his covenant people.  The Lord does not apologize for asking these things of them, any more than he apologizes for his demands upon us as his people today. The battle of this age as in the age of Israel is for the mind and soul of the individual. Will we serve with joy the God of Grace, or will we resent the demands of a Holy God upon us, as if we are being put out by the Lord? Refer to the BTB study MENTAL ATTITUDE.

It is not the singular breaking of a rule or command that will bring judgment. The Lord is not waiting to judge, he is waiting to bless us. Note carefully that the attitude that will bring judgment is the attitude of hatred and resentment towards the Lord’s holy demands. It is despising the commandments, and hating God’s assessments of things that bring judgment over time. Through the history of Israel the Lord’s patience is the thing that emerges. Even the generation that rejects the Lord has forty years to repent of their evil before the Roman armies bring judgment upon them. Moses own people will have forty years in the desert before all over twenty who rebelled at Kadesh Barnea will be dead. 
The Lord waits and waits for us to get the message and apply it. It is only persistence in rebellion and hatred of the holy demands of God that bring the judgment upon us. As we go through the next verses we will see just how slowly the judgment unfolds, and how much time the people will always have to deal with their sins. The only exception here is the Sin Unto Death, which brings automatic and at times very sudden death. Refer to the BTB studies of SIN, SIN UNTO DEATH, ISRAEL – NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE, CHRISTIAN LIFE – DISCIPLINE AS A BELIEVER.

16  I also will do this unto you; I will even appoint over you terror, consumption, and the burning ague, that shall consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of heart: and ye shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it. 17  And I will set my face against you, and ye shall be slain before your enemies: they that hate you shall reign over you; and ye shall flee when none pursueth you. 
Verses 16 – 17.  

FIRST CYCLE.  We refer to these stages in discipline as cycles, for they come cyclically upon the nation, and each may occur a number of times before advancing to the next stage. The first stage is mental anguish. A modern psychologist can note all the major signs of mental disorder here, with fear, anguish, terror, sorrow, grief, concern for the future, worry without cause, worry with cause, and attacks by evil men both physically and financially. 
The mental anguish combines the disorders of depression, anxiety, post traumatic stress and a number of the personality disorders. The mental strengths of the people will abate and they will be defeated in business, in warfare, and in their family and personal lives.  Deuteronomy 28:21-22, 33-35, 51, 65-67, 32:25, Psalms 68:1-2, 73:18-20, 78:32-33. 
Those who have these symptoms are at times referred to as “the wicked”, indicating to the Psalmist especially, that those who are dominated by these emotional states have been in severe rebellion against the Lord for a long time before they experience these things. 

Now we must be careful here, for satanic oppression and attack will create these things also at times. Satan tries to unhinge the mind by sheer application of pressure to us. How do we tell whether we are under discipline or simply facing the battlefield pressures from the enemy? We examine ourselves. 1 Corinthians 11:28, 2 Corinthians 13:5. 
We check our love for the Lord and his Holy Word, and assure ourselves that we are still in love with our Saviour and devoted to his Word and will for us. We then identify the attacks that have caused the great psychological pressure and by worship and prayer we turn the spirit of heaviness into the garments of praise. Refer to the BTB study of ANGELS – SATANIC ATTACK, SATANIC ATTACK UPON BELIEVERS, DEPRESSION, COGNITIVE BEHAVIOURAL THERAPY ACCORDING TO ST PAUL.

18  And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then I will punish you seven times more for your sins. 19  And I will break the pride of your power; and I will make your heaven as iron, and your earth as brass: 20  And your strength shall be spent in vain: for your land shall not yield her increase, neither shall the trees of the land yield their fruits. 
Verses 18 – 20.  

SECOND CYCLE.  The purpose of all pressure is to recall us to reality, and the key reality for the believer is that of the love of the Lord for us. Romans 8:28-39.  The only place of stability when we feel we are walking in hell itself is to rest in our place with the Lord, “In the Heavenlies in Christ Jesus”. Refer to the BTB study of this. Our position in Christ needs to be rested in at times of greatest pressure and very quickly the Holy Spirit will convict us of any sins that need addressing if we are out of line, or strengthen us in the battle if that is the reason for the adversity. 

If people however decide to harden themselves against the Lord, his will and his Word, then the punishment moves up exponentially. Each cycle is seven times the strength of the previous one. This is not unfair of the Lord, for remember the reasons for the advance. The second cycle is entered into by the nation because it has deepened its hatred of the Lord and its resentment towards his requirements of them. The Lord will then break their pride, which is the source of their power in sin, and the cause of it. Pride is the cause of all evil-sin, for it is Satan’s source mental attitude and if a man shares this mental attitude with the enemy, then they will share his terrible punishment on earth and afterwards.

If the people continue in their rejection of the Lord then the punishment upon them moves up seven times, with economic disaster following the failure of the rains and the increasing heat of the sun upon the earth. There will be famine in the land due to changing climatic conditions. Notice again that the cause is their persistence in their sins. At any point this process can be reversed by confession of sin and restoration of the plan of God for the nation and all the people within it. 
The economic depression due to the drought will not lessen if the men work harder. It is not working harder that will save them but working smarter, by trusting in, and being obedient to the commands of the Lord. It is a dumb thing to fight God, for man has no strength to defeat the one who made him. Such pride based rebellion is lunatic! Isaiah 2:10-12, 25:1-5, 26:1-5, Jeremiah 13:8-11, Ezekiel 7:23-27, 30:6-9.

21  And if ye walk contrary unto me, and will not hearken unto me; I will bring seven times more plagues upon you according to your sins. 22  I will also send wild beasts among you, which shall rob you of your children, and destroy your cattle, and make you few in number; and your high ways shall be desolate. 
Verses 21 – 22.  

THIRD CYCLE. If the people still refuse to turn to the Lord in the midst of the drought and al it brings upon them, then the plagues upon them will increase in severity seven more times. Remember that the Lord is patient with his people, and in the days of Isaiah they reached the fourth cycle of discipline before the great revival he led brought back ten percent of the population to salvation and deliverance from Assyria. 
One hundred years later the fourth cycle is again reached in the days of Jeremiah. He preached for forty years before the nation fell, and the Lord sent two further prophets to back him in his ministry, Daniel in the palace of Babylon and Ezekiel in the brickyards of the outer city with the enslaved people. Nature will turn upon man at this point, with the wild animals re-entering the highways and byways and preying on the children of the people who have survived the earlier cycles of discipline. 
Now pause and reflect upon this plague, for the only reasons the animals can return to the highways is that there is significant depopulation. This tells us that the earlier judgments are severe, leading to the loss of significant portions of the population.  While in the first cycle we note that there is defeat in war, there is also a significant death toll from that warfare. The people are still able to stop this spiral into chaos; all the need do is bow before the Lord their God. Isaiah 1:16-20. 

23  And if ye will not be reformed by me by these things, but will walk contrary unto me; 24  Then will I also walk contrary unto you, and will punish you yet seven times for your sins. 25  And I will bring a sword upon you, that shall avenge the quarrel of my covenant: and when ye are gathered together within your cities, I will send the pestilence among you; and ye shall be delivered into the hand of the enemy. 26  And when I have broken the staff of your bread, ten women shall bake your bread in one oven, and they shall deliver you your bread again by weight: and ye shall eat, and not be satisfied. 
Verses 23 – 26.  

FOURTH CYCLE. If they fail to deal with their deep hatred of the Lord and his will for them, then they will confront the terror of invasion of their land by a vastly superior enemy and the remnant of the people who are left will confront total military disaster all around them. Warfare will involve, plague and sword devouring the people, and with the sieges of major towns and cities there will be the attendant famines within them. Notice again the Lord is looking for reformation amongst them. 
The Lord seeks to save them and restore their hearts and bodies, and also their marriages, families, and nation. God does not want the people to perish, for it is their own sin that holds them in this place of judgement. Psalms 2:10-12, Proverbs 29:18, Luke 13;1-5, John 3:15-16, 36, 10:27-30, 2 Peter 3:9. These terrible events unfolded in the 720s, around 700, and then in the years 620-586 BC. The people refused to hear the Lord thoroughly and the slide to destruction was arrested only for a time by the preaching of Isaiah. 

27  And if ye will not for all this hearken unto me, but walk contrary unto me; 28  Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, will chastise you seven times for your sins. 29  And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters shall ye eat. 30  And I will destroy your high places, and cut down your images, and cast your carcases upon the carcases of your idols, and my soul shall abhor you. 31  And I will make your cities waste, and bring your sanctuaries unto desolation, and I will not smell the savour of your sweet odours. 32  And I will bring the land into desolation: and your enemies which dwell therein shall be astonished at it. 33  And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword after you: and your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste.

Verses 27 – 33.  

FIFTH CYCLE. This is the last stage of the discipline, when the land is captured and the people go into captivity and the land is left desolate and depopulated. The Lord makes it clear that the people must face the fact that it is He who does this to them, not any other. They must come to the place where they recognize their sins against the Lord or perish in them. The judgment is especially against their idolatry and so the high places of the pagan gods that they have worshipped are judged. Note that they have not been judged directly by the Lord until this last stage. The reason is, the Lord sought their repentance, and a fruit of that repentance would be to destroy the pagan gods from amongst them. The Lord waits for them to deal wit their idolatry, but by this stage it is clear that they will not and so the Lord judges these fake gods as a further warning to them to turn back to the truth.

The judgment of the high places where the false gods were worshipped will be terrible. The bodies of the foolish Israelites who worshipped there will be piled upon the bodies of their idols and all will be burned together. The terrible evil of cannibalism will break out amongst the people, so desperate will they be for food. Their cities will be laid waste and the will no longer burn any sacrifices upon the altar of the Temple in Jerusalem. All will be destroyed and made a desolation. Even their enemies will be astonished at the fall of their nation, and they will know that God alone has done this. Deuteronomy 28:45ff, 2 Chronicles 36:1-21.

LEVITICUS 26:34-46 - THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW IN ITS RELATIONSHIP TO THE LAND OF ISRAEL

34  Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, and ye be in your enemies' land; even then shall the land rest, and enjoy her sabbaths. 35  As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest; because it did not rest in your sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it. 36  And upon them that are left alive of you I will send a faintness into their hearts in the lands of their enemies; and the sound of a shaken leaf shall chase them; and they shall flee, as fleeing from a sword; and they shall fall when none pursueth. 37  And they shall fall one upon another, as it were before a sword, when none pursueth: and ye shall have no power to stand before your enemies. 38  And ye shall perish among the heathen, and the land of your enemies shall eat you up. 39  And they that are left of you shall pine away in their iniquity in your enemies' lands; and also in the iniquities of their fathers shall they pine away with them. 

Verses 34 – 39.  

The results of man’s sin overflows to the land. This remains a true statement even today. Man’s evil self centeredness remains the main cause behind global pollution and the pathetic attempts of the world’s governments to solve the problem will all fail. The world is doomed today in the same way the nation of Judah was in 586 BC; because they reject the creator Saviour God. Nothing man can do can stop the environmental catastrophe that is unfolding around us today. The plagues that are coming to the earth during the Great Tribulation period are environmental catastrophes that run a parallel course to the five cycles of discipline, but at an even higher and more world wide level. Revelation 8ff. 
What is to be our response to environmental and other catastrophes? We are to see the truth of the judgment and keep working away at the Gospel message to the lost and the training of the saved to serve and worship. Our task is to walk the path that God has given us, and not try to arrest a spiritual problem by physical and political means.

The people have stopped celebrating the Sabbatical year, and so the land will have her Sabbatical years, but it will be while the people are in captivity away from the land. They failed to obey the commands of the Lord whereby they could have retained the land, and so they have lost it. The Lord makes it clear to them that they are facing natural spiritual laws here; the law of consequence! 
They held the land through the grace of God and were obliged to obey his commands, and so when they did not, they lost their tenure to the land. The land was never theirs, it was God’s, and they had leasehold tenure until they disobeyed the conditions of the lease. They have chosen false gods rather than faith in the true God, and so the fear that disabled them in their land will follow them into the land of captivity and they will fear the sound of a rustling leaf. They will flee all things and the fear of sword and sickness will drive them to hide from everything. As a direct consequence of their sins and their father’s sins, they will die in a foreign land, in great sorrow and deep pain at their losses. We are either praying about everything, or we are fearful of everything! It is either a life of fear or of faith; there is no third option for man. Psalms 55:22-23, 56:3-13, Philippians 4:4-7. 

40  If they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers, with their trespass which they trespassed against me, and that also they have walked contrary unto me; 41  And that I also have walked contrary unto them, and have brought them into the land of their enemies; if then their uncircumcised hearts be humbled, and they then accept of the punishment of their iniquity: 42  Then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant with Abraham will I remember; and I will remember the land. 43  The land also shall be left of them, and shall enjoy her sabbaths, while she lieth desolate without them: and they shall accept of the punishment of their iniquity: because, even because they despised my judgments, and because their soul abhorred my statutes. 44  And yet for all that, when they be in the land of their enemies, I will not cast them away, neither will I abhor them, to destroy them utterly, and to break my covenant with them: for I am the LORD their God. 45  But I will for their sakes remember the covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the heathen, that I might be their God: I am the LORD. 46  These are the statutes and judgments and laws, which the LORD made between him and the children of Israel in mount Sinai by the hand of Moses.

Verses 40 – 46.  

There is hope for them, if they will repent of their evil and come to the Lord. There must be full and complete confession of their sins before the Lord, and also the sins of their fathers, that they have continued in. Deuteronomy 4:29-40, 30:1-3, Zechariah 12:10ff. They are to confess all their sins and those of their fathers, because they have continued on the same path. Today we are called to face our own sins in confession, although if we see we have done what these people did, then it would not hurt to follow their example also. Refer to the BTB study of CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS, CONSECRATION. 

The confession they are called to involves a full understanding of the reasons for their captivity and a recognition that they are suffering because of their sins. They must see and affirm the truth that they have suffered because of their sin, and the Lord has personally brought them to the place of humility, for there is no other way to be lifted up. 1 Peter 5:5-7. 
When they bow before the Lord, then at that time, and not before, the Lord will return and bless them in accordance with his promises to them. At that point they must accept their punishment without accusation or complaint to the Lord. They must recognize the truth, fully and finally, and then even in the place of their judgment, they will receive the Lord’s protection and blessing. Ezekiel 14:6ff, Romans 8:28ff.  
On the basis of the promises made when he brought the people out of Egypt, so the Lord will remember his promises and deliver the descendents of the people, just as he delivered their ancestors, but they must come to him in faith and repentance.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
God takes no pleasure in judgment, but He judges those who hate him and his Word and persist in that hatred. The Lord’s desire is repentance and restoration, but if man persists in rebellion, then the Lord will continue to judge, in order to bring that person to their place of spiritual power again. 

2.
The increase is seven fold each time. It is a foolish thing to fight against the Lord, for the power is always with Him, never with man. We are to deal with the evil of pride before it places us in such an impossible position. If we join Satan’s policy and make it our own, we are doomed. None can fight the Lord and survive.

3.
What is our mental attitude towards the Lord and his holy demands upon us? Let us daily audit our lives for sin and evil and so deal with the things that will otherwise destroy us. Let us feed our faith with praise, prayer and feeding on the Holy Word of God. Let us grow in the grace and the knowledge of the Lord and so move steadily away from pride and its judgment, and towards deeper daily fellowship with the Lord.

4.
Without confession there is no forgiveness of sin. Sin must be faced and dealt with totally or there is no honesty in the process from man’s side. We are to reflect and confess, not just say, “Lord forgive me”, as if we are presenting a “Get out of jail free card!” 

5.
The nation has started to emerge from this last phase of the fifth cycle of discipline over the last sixty years, and they are now in the land again, awaiting the time when they will fully and finally confess their own and their ancestors’ sins regarding the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us deal with sin ourselves daily and so deliver ourselves from disaster, and position ourselves in the place where we can be a part of the solution for Israel. We do this by recording Bible study material and supporting all ministries that focus on giving the truth to Jewish people.

DOCTRINES

SIN:  SIN UNTO DEATH

ISRAEL - NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONSECRATION

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  IN CHRIST

CHRISTIAN LIFE – MENTAL ATTITUDE

CHRISTIAN LIFE - POSITION IN CHRIST

ANGELS:  SATAN AND SATANIC ATTACK

ANGELS:  SATANIC ATTACK ON BELIEVERS

COGNITIVE BEHAVIOURAL THERAPY ACCORDING TO ST PAUL

1.  ROMANS 7:14-25
THE “WRETCHED MAN” – FACING OUR SINFUL REALITY

Unless we face the facts about our need of a Saviour and our daily need to deal with our sins (1 John 1:9) we live a lie and are open to deception from all sources; human and angelic.

2.  ROMANS 8:1-18
THE GLORY OF KNOWING THE POWER OF THE INDWELLING CHRIST.

There is hope for all who face the facts of their Old Sin Nature and the greater power of the indwelling Lord and Holy Spirit, 1 John 4:4-6, for then we are “plugged into” the power for spiritual victory)

3.  EPHESIANS 4:20-32
-
PUTTING OFF THE OLD AND PUTTING ON THE NEW

4.  COLOSSIANS 3:8-16
-
PUTTING OFF AND PUTTING ON

Our old behaviour patterns are the result of our early childhood and adolescent “programming” and the choices we have made later. All of this has been laid over our genetic strengths and weaknesses (our Old Sin Nature), but in Christ, and through the Holy Spirit’s power we can re-program our inner computer and think as the Lord intends. God’s challenge is to replace our old patterns of thinking with his way of thinking.

5.  EPHESIANS 5:17-29
-
THE RELATIONSHIP OVERFLOW OF THIS CBT TOOL

6.  COLOSSIANS 3:17—19
RELATIONSHIP OVERLFOW OF CBT

If the Holy Spirit is active in our life there will be evidence of it in our daily walk through life, and especially in our relationships with loved ones and others we meet. No change = no Spirit! Love will be the overflow of the Holy Spirit’s presence, and we build up the power of love in our life, as we have seen in 1 John 4, by praise and prayer to the Lord reflecting on his love for us.

7.  PHILIPPIANS 3:10-17
-
FORGETTING THE PAST AND FOCUSING FORWARD


It is not a “one shot decision” to make changes in our life patterns, for the old patterns are tenacious. They must be identified, understood, targeted and replaced. Then we must rebuild new patterns through the Holy Spirit’s work upon the Word of God applied into our life, to firmly establish and live and celebrate daily in the new life we now have.

8.  PHILIPPIANS 4:4-9
FILLING THE MIND WITH POSITIVE THOUGHT PROCESSES SQUEEZING OUT THE NEGATIVES FROM LIFE 

The mind acts like a vacuum; it will suck in all evil around if there is not positive pressure from good working out from the centre of our being. We squeeze evil out by leaving no room within for it to grow. As we fill our waking moments in praise of God’s goodness we squeeze evil thoughts out.

9.  COLOSSIANS 2:20-22
-
SAYING NO TO THE “EASY FIX” OF LEGALISM

The great “cons” of  Satan are initially focused on down playing sin and evil so that believers are neutralized by them uncontrolled within their lives, but if that fails he has an even better plan to neutralize the grace of God within us. This plan is the “super-spiritual” plan of legalism, whereby foolish men get to feel really superior because their sins are more refined than their neighbours! Legalism is false spirituality that feeds of the great sin of pride and arrogance, the very opposite of God’s grace and mercy, and the complete opposite of the servant heart of the Lord Jesus. Matthew 7:15-20. God’s grace, mercy and love are the antidote to all of Satan’s lies. Reflect upon them and praise Him.

COGNITIVE BEHAVIOURAL TOOL FOR THOUGHT STOPPING
When an annoying person says something, or an unwanted thought occurs, we can allow them or it to “rent space in our head” and not be paying for it, except in misery to ourselves!!! All unwanted mental “clutter” weighs us down and can create great frustration within. It is a result of the Fall of Adam and Eve, and an ever present reminder that we are all fallen creatures, with an easy tendency, from our Old Sin Nature, to sin.

This simple Cognitive Behavioural technique below may assist you to plan to deal with the specific problems that really irritate you and trip you up. Whatever the challenge, from your dysfunctional thought patterns that you have within yourself coming from early experience, to the annoying people you meet, there is a way to stop these thoughts from controlling you.  
The good news is, this tool can be used to deal with our own annoying behaviours also, and is a powerful way to stop yourself doing something that childhood software errors, and poor adult choices on top of the old tendencies, may have programmed you to do!  This helps you label such thoughts as something akin to “software errors” (sins), as “not new me” (that is, not my real born again nature, but a reflection of my Old Sin Nature), and enables you to get control over them and re-program your responses into godly pathways. Hebrews 12:12-13. There are three steps to do this.

Before we apply the three steps identify the situations where you find yourself responding in an unacceptable or sinful manner. Write these situations out, identifying the precipitating events, the thoughts you have, the feelings associated, and the things you then say or do that make you ashamed or annoyed. Programmed bad reactions waste time and energy – and bluntly, life is just too short to waste on such things. Bad responses also hurt the people we love and need to be eliminated before they eliminate our relationships!!! The Lord wants us to walk closely with him, and bring every thought into captivity to Christ. 2 Corinthians 10:3-6.

Once you have your “hit list” of problem situations, ask the following questions of each.

1. WHAT LABEL CAN I USE TO PUT THE PERSON/SITUATION INTO A FUNNY or PROFESSIONAL BOX?

Find a funny label (or at least a neutral one) for the annoying precipitating event, thought or person. Remember, we want to look down upon our old bad habits, not take them seriously (fear them) as if they are more powerful than our new nature in Christ. There is nothing funny about sin, but if we mock it we will find that we have more power over it, for in Christ, we have superior power to call upon than our Old Sin Nature can muster. This label can then be used when the event/thought occurs and it will take the heat of your reaction out of it. You label it as a “stupid thing” rather than accepting it as an integral and permanent part of the new person you are in Christ, for in Christ, and through the Holy Spirit’s power, it is not any part of the new you!

2. TELL YOURSELF THE TRUTH.

“The truth is….”  Think of a statement that powerfully expresses the reason why you will not let a “twit” or “idiot thought” rent space in your head, but rather you will walk your genuine life path in Christ! This truth statement may be a verse of scripture like some we have seen from 1 John.

3. TAKE ANY IMMEDIATE ACTION TO REINFORCE THE TRUTH.

Identify any action to immediately take to reinforce your true path in life rather than your old reaction which reflected your bad programming from childhood. This is an action that reflects a Holy Spirit filled path, rather than an Old Sin Nature dominated one. It may be a praise or prayer activity that reinforces the doctrinal truth you have used as step 2.

EXPERIMENT with these steps and test yourself in all problematic situations. End with celebration and worship in which you acknowledge the truth to the glory of God.

Review your progress regularly with your counsellor, mentor or pastor. Build strength in this by daily feeding upon the doctrines of the Word of God to build your hold on the truth that will always set you free from satanic deception, false priorities, and blindness to consequences of wrongful actions. 

DEPRESSION – PRINCIPLES FOR DEALING WITH IT

Proven Biblical techniques which you can use to successfully deal with depression in your life, REGARDLESS OF THE CAUSE:  

1.  CONFESSION OF PERSONAL SIN

Make it a spiritual habit to confess sins the moment that you become aware of them. This step toward recovery from depression is absolutely critical!!   1 John 1:9

2.  THE FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit fills you and controls your life when you have no unconfessed sin in your life. You can trust the Holy Spirit to reveal sin to you when you commit it, or even before.  The fruit of the Holy Spirit is given in Galatians 5:22-23 it is: Love, Joy, Peace, Longsuffering, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-Control.  These 9 virtues replace depression

3.  LIVING IN THE WORD OF GOD:

Make it a daily practice to read and study the Bible each and every day. By living in the Word of God you are constantly reminded of GOD'S viewpoint, of His Plan, of His provision, of His awareness of our spirit of heaviness; and we are reminded of what He wants to accomplish in us with the tests or trials that we are going through.  

A Christian’s response to the Word of God should be:

[a] 
READ IT - Deuteronomy. 31:11; Isaiah. 34:16; Luke. 4:16; Ephesians. 3:4; Colossians. 3:16; 4:1; 1 Thessalonians. 5:27; 2 Timothy . 4:13; Revelation 1:3.

[b] 
HEED IT  - Psalm 119:9; 1 Timothy. 4:16.

[c] 
SEED IT - Matthew. 28:19, 20.

[d] 
DESIRE IT - 1 Peter. 2:2.

[e] 
PREACH IT - 2 Timothy 4:2

[f] 
RIGHTLY DIVIDE IT - 2 Timothy. 2:15.

[g]
LIVE BY IT - Matthew. 4:4

[h]
USE IT - Ephesians. 6:17.

[i]
SUFFER FOR IT, AND IF NEED BE, DIE FOR IT  - Revelation 1:9; 6:9; 20:4.

THE CHILD OF GOD IS TO:-

KNOW IT in his HEAD 

STOW IT in his HEART 

SHOW IT in his LIFE

SOW IT in the WORLD:  

Deuteronomy 4:1-10; 12:32; Joshua 1:8; Psalm 33:6; Proverbs 30:5, 6; Mark 4:24; Luke 8:12; John 12:48-50; Romans 8:7; 1 Corinthians 2:14; Hebrews 1:1-3; 2:1-4; Revelation 1:1-3; 20:12; 22:18; 19.

4.  APPLY THE PRINCIPLES OF GRACE:

Depression is often caused by PEOPLE, and most of the time by people we cannot escape, or people we love, or people we cannot confront, or people we trust.  

By applying the principles of grace we will develop the ability to look at people and see them as GOD sees them.  

This includes the ability to let them live their lives as unto the Lord, and trusting God to make His way clear to them.  This technique lets people make mistakes without your judging them.  Matthew 7:1-5

5.  FOCUS ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST:

When we focus on Jesus Christ it helps to cure depression because it gets our eyes off our spouse, our children, our neighbours, our friends, ourselves and our problems.  Hebrews 12:2

Instead, as we move through the day, we are thinking about the Lord Jesus Christ, His plan for our life, the Father's provision for each incident in our life, and His provision of wisdom for each decision we must make.  

6.  TRUSTING AND APPLYING THE PROMISES OF GOD

When we trust and use the promises of God we then enter into the "REST" phase of Christian living.  

We need to have a good grasp of just who God is so that we will not hesitate to believe that He can do what He has promised to do.  Hebrews 4:1-11 [see topic PROMISES]

We need to know Him as He reveals Himself in the Bible. We need to believe Him when He tells us what He will do for us.  Cast your burden on the Lord because He really does care for you!!  1 Peter 5:7

7.  RELAX – TAKE IT EASY – BACK OFF AND LET GOD DO HIS WORK.

A relaxed attitude is based on knowing God personally and intimately as His special child that you are. A relaxed attitude is one of the results of living in the Word of God, walking in fellowship with Him, trusting in and using His promises to you, and being focused on Jesus Christ.  

If you are a Christian, YOU are His personal gift to His Son, who categorically stated that no one can ever snatch you out of His Father’s hand, nor out of His  John 10:27-29

You are personally being trained and groomed by God Himself to rule this entire universe with Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords. God already sees you seated in heavenly places perfectly sanctified and glorified. See topic on ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD

To have the glory, you must also have some suffering for a little while on this earth. This is part of your training.   See topic on CHRISTIAN LIFE - SUFFERING

8.  STRIVE FOR INNER HAPPINESS IN YOUR LIFE:

Inner happiness is not possible for the Christian who is occupied solely with himself and his own needs.  It is also not possible for the person who occupies himself solely with his own problems, his own circumstances and his own efforts.

Inner happiness is a state of happiness and joy based on knowing that God is everything He claims to be and that He can do ALL that He has promised.  See topic on BEATITUDES

Inner happiness is the joy of living where every provision for physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being is being made by God in the life of a Christian who is walking in daily fellowship with Him.  

NOTES
LEVITICUS CHAPTER 27

INTRODUCTION
The reading of the Law itself is over, and the book formally ends at the last verse of chapter 26. Most commentators however still believe this is Moses speaking, but that this is a later revelation, that he adds at a later point in the journey, and places it here as it forms a useful addendum to the Law itself. Oaths were not required to be made by the Law, nor were they to be entered into lightly if they were used. 
An oath was to simply state that what was said was correct and would be honoured. It was also to dedicate a person, a thing, an animal, or a piece of land, or building to the Lord’s work, above an beyond that required by the tithing regulations of the Law.  It was legitimate to use an oath, but to certify truth only, not to cover evil. It was legitimate to make a vow, to do something well above what was required of the Law, but it had to be kept. Leviticus 19:12, Numbers 30:12, Deuteronomy 23:21-24. 
Religion was not to mask hypocrisy and fraud by super spiritual words that meant nothing. Sadly the use of oaths and vows was to become a centre of hypocrisy by Jesus’ day. The Lord’s words are clear on the matter; that no genuine believer is ever to use any complex oath upon any object, or in the name of any person. Our yes is to be yes, and our no is to mean no! Matthew 5:33-37, James 5:12. This does not mean we cannot swear in court to tell the truth, for this is exactly what the Lord and James tell us to do, it simply means we are not to make fancy and complicated oaths to tell the truth, just simply tell it as it is! 

The best introduction to some of the principles behind this chapter is by Keil and Delitzsch, in their Commentary on the Old Testament, Volume 1, page 479. “Making a vow, therefore, or dedicating anything to the Lord by Vowing, was not commanded, but was presupposed as a manifestation of reverence for God, sanctified by ancient tradition, and was simply regulated by the principles laid down in Deuteronomy 23:22-24. It was not a sin to refrain from vowing, but that every vow, when once it had been made, was to be conscientiously and inviolably kept (cf. Proverbs 20:25, Ecclesiastes 5:3-5) and the neglect to keep it to be atoned for with a sin offering.” 
The vow was to state that something was owed to God for a desired object about which the vow centred. This chapter states that at the time of maturity of the vow, then whatever is owed, is owed to the sanctuary of the Lord, and is to be paid into the treasury of the Lord. If a vow was taken it had to be followed through on in whatever the time frame promised was, to fulfil that vow. The promised-dedicated object had to be delivered to the Tabernacle/temple treasury. 

Vows were being used to make people appear spiritual and godly, because of the amount they were giving to the Lord above and beyond the required ten to twenty percent that was the standard. They could easily become hypocritical and temporary. These rules here were designed to stop abuse of the process of taking a vow, so that those who were genuine and followed through would be seen and honoured. 
Vows were not to be used to hold onto property that should be given to another, and then the property held back for the owner’s personal use in the end anyway. This is what was happening regularly in Jesus’ day as recorded in Mark 7:9-13. 
Sons were making vows over all their property to give it to the Lord, but this was simply a cover story, designed to stop them having to use their properties to assist their elderly parents in need. It was vowing to stop holy obligations to parents and Jesus’ words were harsh concerning such people, for they violated the Law of Moses and the clear will of God.  God hates hypocrisy.
LEVITICUS 27
1  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When a man shall make a singular vow, the persons shall be for the LORD by thy estimation. 3  And thy estimation shall be of the male from twenty years old even unto sixty years old, even thy estimation shall be fifty shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary. 4  And if it be a female, then thy estimation shall be thirty shekels. 5  And if it be from five years old even unto twenty years old, then thy estimation shall be of the male twenty shekels, and for the female ten shekels. 6  And if it be from a month old even unto five years old, then thy estimation shall be of the male five shekels of silver, and for the female thy estimation shall be three shekels of silver. 7  And if it be from sixty years old and above; if it be a male, then thy estimation shall be fifteen shekels, and for the female ten shekels. 8  But if he be poorer than thy estimation, then he shall present himself before the priest, and the priest shall value him; according to his ability that vowed shall the priest value him. 
Verses 1- 8.  

This passage reads strangely in our ears and we need to walk slowly through this to see what it is about, and how it’s principles apply to us still. This involves the vowing of a person to the Lord for divine service, and then later withdrawing the offer and having to pay redemption money to the priesthood and tabernacle when the person was not presented for actual service. 
What may have happened was this. A person may be gravely ill, and they pray that if the Lord lifts them up they will dedicate themselves, or that person, to the tabernacle for the next full year, or their whole life for voluntary service! We still have this sort of thing when people get ill, bankrupt, or desperate for any reason, and they promise to pay the Lord money, time or some service. 
I have been in the past promised $10,000 for a mission for work undertaken by myself to a man who could not pay, but who promised to pay to the mission the money at the time the money came in. He vowed he would pay. The money came in, and he spent it, but he did not fulfil his vow. He is guilty before the Lord and against the Lord he has sinned and brought judgment upon himself. It is for this very human nature centred reason that the Lord himself, makes these rules before the people, for by their careless or thoughtless vowing, they were defrauding God and placing themselves in potential judgment.

If a hasty vow was taken in grave illness and then, when they recovered, they realised that they could not fulfil the vow because of family or other commitments, then there was a value set for the person who made their hasty vow to redeem it in money and so fulfil it, and so escape the penalty of lying to God! The cost of redeeming a hasty vow was significant, and it was meant to be, for the message was clear; do not make promises to the Lord that you are not intending to keep, or are unable to keep! 
The values were set according to what a person was able to afford, or reasonably be able to work off, hence the different values set for old, young, men, and women. The difference in values set were not an assessment of the value of the people, (this is the error of feminists and others who have argued that this shows that the Old Testament god devalues women and the elderly! – this is blasphemous nonsense on all counts), they were the recognition that fit, able bodied, men could earn more than the young, the elderly and the women, in an agricultural society. It was also a recognition that such men ought to be punished more for their hasty vow! Remember, these values were set as redemption money, as punishment payments (fines) for those not actually working out their vow.

The value of a shekel was between half and two thirds of a troy ounce, although some would argue that rounding it up to a troy ounce would be most accurate. The value of the payment then needs to be worked out in terms of today’s valuation of silver to obtain the right value so that you can see in your own terms how much was being asked for by way of the fine. At today’s value, a troy ounce of silver is worth in US dollars fifteen dollars ($15-00). A shekel in value is then between $10-00 and $15-00. On this basis we can see the fines imposed (in US Dollar terms) as $750-00 and $500-00 for a mature working man, between $450-00 and $300-00 for a mature working woman, and $300-00 and $200-00 for an under twenty year old male, and $150-00 and $100-00 for an under twenty year old female. If the parents of a child had made a vow for the child in a time of illness or trouble then the cost to redeem that vow concerning the child was, for under five years of age, between $75-00 - $50-00 for a boy, and between $35-00 and $15-00 for a girl.  If the elderly made a hasty vow the cost to them, or their family, to redeem the vow, was to be for men, between $225-00 and $150-00, and for women, between $150-00 and $100-00. If a person was poor, the value was set by the priest, but that person had to work!

A male labourer may be able to earn a shekel a day in work, and a women labourer about half that amount, so the time to work such a debt off would be around a month’s hard work in the fields. The point being made here, is pray to the Lord for what you want, but if you “make a deal with God” in your prayers, and back this by an oath, then fulfil your oath, or be ready with your wallet open! The point is clear, and it flows right down to today’s society and church; do not make oaths to God you do not intend to keep!  What you promise to the Lord, then, rich or poor, perform it as quickly as you are able to, or have promised to.

9  And if it be a beast, whereof men bring an offering unto the LORD, all that any man giveth of such unto the LORD shall be holy. 10  He shall not alter it, nor change it, a good for a bad, or a bad for a good: and if he shall at all change beast for beast, then it and the exchange thereof shall be holy. 11  And if it be any unclean beast, of which they do not offer a sacrifice unto the LORD, then he shall present the beast before the priest: 12  And the priest shall value it, whether it be good or bad: as thou valuest it, who art the priest, so shall it be. 13  But if he will at all redeem it, then he shall add a fifth part thereof unto thy estimation. 
Verses 9 – 13.  

Some would make a promise in a time of pressure to deliver an animal to the Lord if they will be granted a certain prayer request. If they make such a promise then it was to be honoured or the value of the animal promised was to be paid. What was promised to the Lord became “holy” and so it was vital for that person’s spiritual and even physical life that they honoured that promise, for the animal dedicated to God was the Lord’s now, it was not their own. 
The animal had to be individually vowed to the Lord, and once it was made the Lord’s that animal was the Lord’s and was not to be substituted, even for a better animal later, and certainly not for a worse one! If for some reason that is acceptable to the priest, (this is identified as being exceptional), the person making the vow exchanges the original animal for another one, then that exchanged animal is to be another clean animal, for it is to be holy. 
If the person making the vow was insistent on exchanging the original animal for another, but the replacement was not a clean animal that could be offered as a sacrifice, then there was a procedure for such cases. Clearly this is the sort of thing that devious people do, and sadly continue to do when they break promises made to God. 

The Lord recognizes their Old Sin Nature at work here and makes it hard for them, and costly. Refer to the BTB study on OLD SIN NATURE. If they are determined to go back on their original hasty (or devious and hypocritical) vow and bring a substitute animal, then they were to bring it to the priest to be valued and the priest’s valuation was final! To that value was added a twenty percent fine on top and the person had to pay the entire amount in one lump sum immediately to the tabernacle. 
The sort of thing that could occur would be, the animal vowed suddenly, due to the death of another in their herd/flock, becomes crucial to their farming operation.  Rather than trusting the Lord, honouring their vow, and going ahead with the transfer of the animal to the priests in faith, they seek another animal to substitute, possibly a game animal freshly caught, or an ass or camel traded from a foreigner. 
Then they must come to the priest immediately with the animal they have “found” and go through the process and the priest can set whatever value he wishes on the animal and there is no come back for the devious man who made the hasty vow! God hates hypocrisy masquerading as spirituality and men were to realise that promises made to God were not to be played with!  We are to be careful of holy things, or we will suffer discipline or judgment. 1 Corinthians 11:29-34.

14  And when a man shall sanctify his house to be holy unto the LORD, then the priest shall estimate it, whether it be good or bad: as the priest shall estimate it, so shall it stand. 15  And if he that sanctified it will redeem his house, then he shall add the fifth part of the money of thy estimation unto it, and it shall be his. 
Verses 14 – 15.  

If anyone vows their house to the Lord, be it in good or bad condition, then the priest was to value the house and set its value, and that valuation would be final for redemption purposes. Many today still do this, dedicating a house they own to the Lord for the Lord’s work and then within a year nothing is being done there, or the church is unable to use the property, or rent is now being charged. 
It is serious for a church to receive such a property and it should always be done legally and finally, and proper spiritual use be made of the property, or it not be accepted in the first place. It is a serious thing to dedicate a dwelling for the use of the Lord, or the Lord’s servants and then to take it back. If such a wicked thing was desired, then the person who had promised the house, and now was reneging on their vow, was to call the priest, get his valuation, and then add twenty percent to the value of it, and then pay that in full to the priest to redeem the property back to their own ownership again. This was a serious fine and was designed to stop the very evil that predominated in Jesus day, as we have seen from the situation described above from Mark’s Gospel.

16  And if a man shall sanctify unto the LORD some part of a field of his possession, then thy estimation shall be according to the seed thereof: an homer of barley seed shall be valued at fifty shekels of silver. 17  If he sanctify his field from the year of jubile, according to thy estimation it shall stand. 18  But if he sanctify his field after the jubile, then the priest shall reckon unto him the money according to the years that remain, even unto the year of the jubile, and it shall be abated from thy estimation. 19  And if he that sanctified the field will in any wise redeem it, then he shall add the fifth part of the money of thy estimation unto it, and it shall be assured to him. 
Verses 16 – 19.  Others would dedicate a portion of their property to the Lord, so that the grain taken from that part of their land was dedicated to the Lord. This was a way of winning renown in the land, as a man who gave a proportion of their produce to the Lord regularly above and beyond the tithe required of all who held land. While this is fine and good, if the person decided to with-hold that produce later, then they were to pay to the Lord’s representatives the value of the grain that would have come from that field, as estimated by the priest who came for that purpose. 
If the field would deliver an “homer” (filling a container of about 75 Gallons) of barley, then the redemption price was to be fifty shekels of silver (between $750-00 and $500-00 USD). This was to be estimated from the year that the vow was to be broken until the year of Jubilee! The multiples of the years could make this a very hefty fine indeed. Once again the message was very clear; if you dedicated a crop to the Lord, then pay the debt to the Lord and do it until the year of Jubilee, or don’t make the vow. 
The desire to look spiritual in the eyes of others was what led to the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira in the early church. Acts 5:1-12. It is dangerous to play with spiritual renown, for only those worthy of it ought to seek it. Having said this I smiled, and remembered the Lord’s words as recorded in Matthew 6:1-21. The truly spiritual man or woman does not seek the renown of men, but the well done of God in heaven alone! Refer to the BTB study CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS. 

20  And if he will not redeem the field, or if he have sold the field to another man, it shall not be redeemed any more. 21  But the field, when it goeth out in the jubile, shall be holy unto the LORD, as a field devoted; the possession thereof shall be the priest's. 
Verses 20 – 21.  

If the field is not redeemed, the man who made the vow thereby walking away from his obligation to the Lord, then another thing happened. If the man fell into poverty, or just wanted to get out of the vow, and pocketed the money himself, and sold the field to another man, then he lost the land. He had the option, if he couldn’t redeem it, of handing it voluntarily to the priests until the year of Jubilee, but if he sold it (leased it out till the next year of Jubilee) then the purchaser held the field until the year of Jubilee, but at that point it did not go back to the original owner’s family, but went to the Levites as their permanent possession to support the priesthood. The man kept his money from the sale to use however he wished, but the land was gone from his family forever.

22  And if a man sanctify unto the LORD a field which he hath bought, which is not of the fields of his possession; 23  Then the priest shall reckon unto him the worth of thy estimation, even unto the year of the jubile: and he shall give thine estimation in that day, as a holy thing unto the LORD. 24  In the year of the jubile the field shall return unto him of whom it was bought, even to him to whom the possession of the land did belong. 25  And all thy estimations shall be according to the shekel of the sanctuary: twenty gerahs shall be the shekel. 
Verses 22 – 25.  

The deviousness of men knows no bounds, and even today, as a pastor, you will be at times surprised at the lengths that some people will go to impress others about their non-existent spirituality. These verses cover the case of a person who dedicates land that is not their own permanently to dedicate! In this case they dedicate land they have bought from another which will revert to the original owner at the year of Jubilee. 
This oath to the Lord has a very set time frame to it, given that the land will not be theirs at the year of Jubilee, and so if they break such an oath the value of the land is different from land held permanently by the person as their tribal inheritance. The priest in this case works out the value of the land for the years it will be held by the person who made the hasty vow, and then that price is paid to the priest to redeem the vow, but the land is returned to the original owner at the year of Jubilee. The note about 20 “gerahs” being one shekel doesn’t help us at all, as we now have to work out a gerah! It is set at 1/20th of a shekel, so this doesn’t help us greatly.

26  Only the firstling of the beasts, which should be the LORD's firstling, no man shall sanctify it; whether it be ox, or sheep: it is the LORD's. 27  And if it be of an unclean beast, then he shall redeem it according to thine estimation, and shall add a fifth part of it thereto: or if it be not redeemed, then it shall be sold according to thy estimation. 28  Notwithstanding no devoted thing, that a man shall devote unto the LORD of all that he hath, both of man and beast, and of the field of his possession, shall be sold or redeemed: every devoted thing is most holy unto the LORD. 29  None devoted, which shall be devoted of men, shall be redeemed; but shall surely be put to death. 
Verses 26 – 29.  

There were certain things that could not be used for any vow, for they were the Lord’s anyway. This involved the first born of all the flocks and herds. Every thing that is the first born of the clean animals belonged to the Lord and was to be held as “holy unto the Lord”, or sold and the money given to the priesthood, or the animal presented to the priesthood. If an animal was not given to the Lord when it was required, then it is to be killed and rendered of no use to the man who with-held it from the Lord who owned it. If any man used a first born animal to make any vow concerning, then that animal was to be immediately put to death, for such a sin as giving to God something that was the Lord’s first of all could only be atoned for by blood sacrifice.

30  And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD's: it is holy unto the LORD. 31  And if a man will at all redeem ought of his tithes, he shall add thereto the fifth part thereof. 32  And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD. 33  He shall not search whether it be good or bad, neither shall he change it: and if he change it at all, then both it and the change thereof shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed. 34  These are the commandments, which the LORD commanded Moses for the children of Israel in mount Sinai.

Verses 30 – 34.  

These verses cover a similar thing as the first born of the animals.  The first fruits of the crops were also the Lord’s, and a tithe of them was the regular requirement for the Tabernacle, before any vow was made concerning additional portions of the crop. A vow concerning the produce of the land could only be made after the tithe had been paid. If a person reneged on their tithe then the fine was an immediate twenty percent on top of what was owed. In large flocks and herds, the tenth animal, in addition to the first born, was also “holy to the Lord” and expected to be paid to the Tabernacle to keep the sacrifices provided for. As the Lord’s proportion of the flock or herd was twenty percent (the first and the tenth) then the fine to be paid to cover the keeping back of these animals was twenty percent above their individual value. 
Once again, covering man’s Old Sin Nature, no substitution of a weak and sickly animal was to be made for a healthy one, if that was the first or the tenth born. People will rob God if they can! Proverbs 3:9-10, Malachi 3:6-10. As believers we need to be careful of this, for in our daily lives we can rob the Lord concerning our giving and our obligations to support ministry and mission. Let us not fall into these sins by any hasty promises or foolish vows to God that we cannot keep! What we say, let it be what we mean, and what we say, let us honour!

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
What is promised to the Lord is what is to be paid in full. Let us not make any hasty promises, but having made one let us fulfil it completely.

DOCTRINE

SIN:  OLD SIN NATURE
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