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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States jurists saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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CHAPTER 18

INTRODUCTION 

Chapters 18 and 19 contain the seventh sign of John's gospel, the sign of the resurrection, which is the last and most powerful sign of the Lord's Messiahship. 

The seven signs in John are: 

1.
The water into wine at Cana.

John 2:1 - 11.

2.
The child healed by faith.


John 4:43 - 54

3.
The crippled man healed on the Sabbath.
John 5:1- 9.

4.
Feeding the 5000.


John 6:1- 71.

5.
The blind man healed.


John 9:1 - 12.

6.
Lazarus raised from the dead.

John 11:1 - 53.

7.
The Lord's own resurrection.

Remember John's purpose in his Gospel is theological. He highlights things mentioned in the Synoptics and adds in others that they omit, all to identify clearly that the Lord came to die!  He came to pay the price for our sins. All he does and says leads to the Cross and the Empty Tomb, and all history leads away from that point.  John’s point is that the Cross/Resurrection is the turning point of redemptive and natural history.
The Easter story is the pivot point of history to John. In chapter 17 the Lord prayed that he might be glorified, and in these chapters we see that prayer answered. These chapters do not cover the Lord's defeat; they cover his victory over the terrible results of the Fall of Man - sin and death. 

He is in control throughout these terrible hours. As evil does it's worst he gives his best, and he is in charge of the process, and he does not die a minute too soon or late, for all is in accord with the perfect plan of the father from eternity past, and our salvation is perfectly provided for.

This chapter records two sets of trials; the Lord's and Peters. John does this to draw attention to the contrast between the strengths of the Lord and the strengths of the disciple Peter.  John wants us to remember the teaching the Lord has given on the filling of the Holy Spirit – for in the Lord’s courage/power we see Holy Spirit empowered strength, and in Peter we see the weaknesses of our Old Sin Nature.
The outline of the chapter makes this clear:

Verses 1 - 9
Arrest of the Lord

Verses 10 - 11
Peter intervenes

Verses 12 - 18
Peter's first trial

Verses 19 - 24
The Lord's first trial before the High Priest

Verses 25 - 27
Peter's second and third trial before the servant girls

Verses 28 - 40
The Lord's trial before Pilate

John's point in arranging the chapter like this needs to be seen. Peter was the Disciple’s leader, he was the strongest of them all physically, but he could not fight the Lord's battles in his own strength. The Lord had to fight for Peter, and the Lord had to strengthen him through the Holy Spirit, and only then does Peter become truly strong. John 21.
John's point is clear! If the toughest of the disciples was not able to fight for the Lord in his own strength, then neither can we! If Peter needed the Holy Spirit's power then so do we! None of us can go it alone in the Christian life! We are not meant to “go it alone” in the Christian life. He has given us the Holy Spirit, and so let us walk in the Spirit into the Word!
THE AGONY IN THE GARDEN
JOHN 18:1   [MATTHEW 26:36-46, MARK 14:32-34, LUKE 22:39-45]   see HARMONY 74-23
1  When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he entered, and his disciples.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

The walled garden of Gethsemane was one of the places around which pilgrims camped during Passover time around Jerusalem, but it would have been a clear space, with no camping allowed there. There would have been thousands sleeping on the ground around this place. These events were not played out in a corner! Acts 26:26.  The prayer of the Lord would not have been witnessed by many, as most were asleep until the arrival of the soldiers, but his arrest would have been witnessed by hundreds, even thousands.
There was a gate to the private garden and it is through this that the Lord goes to meet the troops and Judas. He leaves the disciples behind him, with a way of escape, they will run back through the garden gate and be safe amongst the thousands of other pilgrims who have now all been woken up by the noise of the arrest. This is why the troops leave with Jesus quickly, they are fearful of a riot!   There may be a hundred thousand people asleep on this hillside alone and the troops cannot defend themselves against such a mob.  Over two million are under canvas around Jerusalem at these feast times.  The temple troops move quickly away.
APPLICATION

Privacy in prayer is a central principle in the Christian life. It is time for the believer to commune with God on a one to one basis.

We can never understand the pressure that our Lord was under contemplating the coming suffering, and then on the road to the terrible Cross. These sufferings were unique. 

We have three wills active in the universe, God’s will, Angelic will, and Human will. Without human free will there would have been no salvation. Adam could only sin one way, by using his free will against God’s Word.

We should always use our free will to do the Will of God for our lives. As a believer we can handle our problems before God’s “throne of grace”, but if we don’t come there in prayer we will be living in our very own “panic palace”.

As the deity of Christ cannot die it will be the humanity of Christ upon which the sins of the world will be poured/judged.  The person of the Lord our Saviour is unique, God and Man joined and yet able to achieve all that was required in accordance with the Father’s Plan.   This side of eternity we are grappling to find the words to express what occurred on the hill of Calvary.  Do not think that the theological statements of men get there, for they are still just our way of saying things, and the reality is far more than we see at this point.
Prayer has relationship to resisting temptation and testing, for the more we pray the more we rest upon the Lord, and the easier it is to fight the enemy’s temptations.

With sins having been dealt with at the Cross a person either relies on the imputed righteousness of Christ, 2 Corinthians 5:21, or their own good works to satisfy God. The unbeliever is eventually condemned because they trust their own good works, rather than the great work of Jesus the Christ on their behalf. Revelation 20:11-15

In times of inactivity and apparent peace, there is opportunity to build up your knowledge of the truths of the Word of God, as it is application of the truths of the Bible which will see you through the hard times when they come.  We must do business with God in prayer daily, and have our private Garden of Gethsemane before our own testing times.
This warning of watching and praying applies to all believers for all of us are susceptible to spiritual failure.
DOCTRINES

PRAYER

CHRIST – ISAIAH CHAPTER 53:  SUFFERING OF JESUS CHRIST

CHRIST – KENOSIS OF CHRIST

CHRIST – HYPOSTATIC UNION: GOD-MAN

GOD – PLAN OF GOD

THE ARREST OF CHRIST, DISPERSION OF DISCIPLES 

JOHN 18:2-12   [MATTHEW 26:47-56, MARK 14:43-52, LUKE 22:47-53]   see HARMONY 74-23
2  And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples. 3  Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4  Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye? 5  They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them. 6  As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground. 7  Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. 8  Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: 9  That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou gavest me have I lost none. 10  Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus. 11  Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it? 12  Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus, and bound him,

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

2  And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples.3  Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. 

In these verses a band of soldiers has been given to Judas and he has headed out to arrest Jesus. The word for band is "speira" which means a cohort, of up to 600 men. A battalion of men has been sent to arrest the Lord. The band includes officers and the High Priest's officials. Here we have representatives of both the Jewish/Roman political and Jewish religious systems. Pilate was involved from the beginning in this unjust exercise. The Roman Auxiliary troops, or possibly the Temple Police cohort is there to stop any possible unrest. 
Passover was a time when the whole area could erupt into violent riot and political problems. I suspect there was a mixed group of soldiers here, with a couple of tough Roman centuries as the key group, but before them and after them there could have been Temple Police and/or Jewish auxiliaries from the Roman Army, so that the half asleep people would see the Jewish elements and in the dark not get too nationalistic and rise up against the hated Roman invaders.
Pilate could not allow any riot and murders to happen, as he was on his last warning from the Roman Senate, due to earlier problems he had been involved with. The population of Jerusalem was swollen from around 100,000 to around 2 million at this time of year. You had a vast tent city at this time covering all the surrounding hills. Pilate had a good reason to be concerned. It was not going to be easy to find Jesus in this sea of humanity, and if the crowd rose up to protect him the soldiers would have been overwhelmed and a full revolt could have started. 
The troops have their orders; they are go in there with Judas, quickly arrive, make the arrest, grab any followers they can, but don't wait around, and they are to get out of there quickly! They have the Temple officials to try to stop any problem amongst the Jewish people around the arrest site, as it will appear to be an official arrest by temple authorities.
Every governor had his spies. He needed to hear what was happening. It is apparent that Jesus was portrayed as a potential trouble maker who needed to be put out of the way. Pilate was not surprised to be woken up early to try the case, as he would have had to give the order to make the arrest in the first place, or at least have been in on the plan of the Chief Priests. Remember the office of Chief Priest was now political, and these men held their authority only under the Roman governor’s approval. 
 After the arrest of Jesus, Pilate’s cohort commander would have given Pilate a formal report saying that Jesus was no problem as his followers had all fled and He had come quietly.   The cohort had orders to pass the prisoner over the care of the Temple guards, as it was a 'religious matter', and Pilate probably hoped they would sort it out with little or no more reference to him. He also knew that religious matters in Palestine had the potential to become political. It was a volatile country, and Passover was the most volatile time. There had been serious riots here a few years before this time and Pilate had been blamed for provoking them by the Roman Senate. He knew he couldn’t afford another bloody riot.
Note that they came out with torches and weapons. They came out with small and large torches. They used a hand held olive oil burning type and a large pitch covered poles. They come prepared to identify Jesus in the darkness and draw attention to themselves as “Temple” authorities. They come with the heavily armed infantry.   These were heavily armed battle ready and battle hardened soldiers plus temple police. There may also have been a hundred or more Temple guards, Jews who guarded the Temple, but a cohort of Roman auxiliaries (possibly Jewish in racial origin) may also have come. There were probably well over six hundred men coming to arrest the Lord. They were ready for trouble, and they expected it, but were well briefed and had orders to move very fast into the garden of Gethsemane and then out of it again.
Judas knew where the Lord would be, once he discovered the Upper Room empty. He went there first. How do we know?  Because he wakes up a young man there, and this young man runs semi dressed through the streets to try to get to the Lord first to warn him. That young man is John Mark, and it was probably his house in which the 'Upper Room' /last supper was held. Mark 14:51-52.
Mark and Judas knew that Jesus never slept in the city overnight, but always in this Garden, or at Bethany. The reason being that he would not stay in the city of David unless as King.  If he was not to be accepted as King and Lord, he would not rest his head there. Judas motive for betrayal is now referred to here by John, and he must have often reflected through the sixty years since these events and wondered at Judas’ thinking and actions.

What was going on in Judas' mind? We cannot know 100%, except that he did not accept the Lord's words about his upcoming death and desired to either stimulate/provoke Jesus into dramatic action to seize power, or eliminate him as a false hope. Judas wanted power and money and influence, and when the Lord made it clear that this was not on his agenda, Judas betrayed the Lord. 

Judas wanted Jesus on his terms, and this is exactly the sinful error of unbelievers still! They either want nothing to do with Jesus or they want him on their terms, but they will not accept him as Lord of their life, for they wish to run their own affairs, and live their way! Judas sin is pride, it is self centeredness; it is living for himself rather than living for God.

Whatever was on Judas' mind the evil result was the betrayal of the Lord of glory, and yet his very evil plan works for the glory and salvation of mankind.  John’s reflection is upon the great tragedy of unbelief, and yet the pathetic powerlessness finally of all evil plans.  As we face the growing evil darkness of our own day it is appropriate and even vital that we reflect on these things ourselves.  Satanic malice grows daily today, and yet all his malice will fall short of his planned success, for the Lord Jesus is on the throne of eternity and will not be cast down.
4  Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye? 5  They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them. 6  As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground.

In verse 4 the Lord comes out to meet them. He went out knowing all things that should come upon him. He asked them, 'who is it you want?' The deity of Christ is in focus here. There are no surprises here. He knows God's plan is going to succeed, He is control; He is in control of history. 

This was a walled garden. The Lord goes through the gate to talk to the soldiers. The disciples have a wall between them and the soldiers. Probably only Peter goes beyond the wall. The Lord's action guarantees all their safety; they have the way of escape open and the narrow entrance gives them all a chance of escape.  The Lord is protecting them here, and the later promises of Romans 8:26-39 are seen illustrated here at the garden gate.
The Lord says, “who are you seeking?” It was always a full moon at Passover time, so it may have been overcast this night and hard to see clearly, and these torches the guards carried were not the most efficient method of finding people. This indicates that the Lord and the disciples could have easily got away. There was not a lot of visibility and there are tens of thousands of people asleep on this and all the other hills going right back to Bethany. 

It is however the time for the Cross, and the Cross was not an accident, it was the Lord’s design. It was part of the plan and as such God is in control of the whole thing, and the Lord is setting his face towards it here.   John 7:6, 30; 8: 20 make the point that if the time is right the plan gets done.

In verse 5 they say that they seek Jesus the Nazarene. Jesus says, “I am he”. Even Judas did not recognise the Lord until he came forward to meet them. He is recognised as Jesus the Rabbi of Nazareth, but his response challenges this group to go far further than his earthly title. He says, "I AM". This title signifies deity. Notice that the word “he” is not in the original. Jesus is using the name of Jehovah, showing He is God.  Exodus 3:3-18.
As a result of the words the entire company of soldiers went backwards and fell to the ground. For an instant His deity flashed out and it demolished the army. The Romans/Temple Guard were in deep trouble at this point, as they were on their backs in full armour. Imagine also the incredible noise!  They have just woken up 100,000 or more people on the hills. If Jesus now calls for resistance the game is over for the Romans and their collaborators!  Who is in control here?
Jesus shows that he has the power to resist if he wants to. Matthew 26:53 says that if he had asked for it he could have had twelve legions of angels, or 72,000 angels, to assist Him. God is in control and while this may appear to be a tragedy it is part of the plan.  Remember when John writes this.  He is writing in the early 90s of the first century, around sixty years after the events, and so he is drawing on lots of reflection upon the events.
7  Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth.  8  Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: 9  That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou gavest me have I lost none.

They get up looking apprehensively around. Put yourself in the picture here! You are one of those soldiers, you are in a place where you know that over 100,000 Jewish people were asleep, all of whom hate Romans! You have just had over 600 heavily armed men fall over, and there is considerable noise, and you now have the sleeping crowd waking up. The valley would have been filled with the cries of the waking people wondering what was going on. The Romans and their Jewish collaborators are in deep trouble, and they don't want to wait around here for long! 

Their fear and confusion is shown by the fact that the Lord has to say again, 'whom do you seek?'   Again they say, “Jesus of Nazareth”, and again he says, “I'm he”!  The other Gospel writers tell that Judas came forward and gave Him the traitors kiss at this point as the agreed final and certain ID of Jesus.   When you see the kiss in its context it is a truly pathetic thing!   

John still remembers the Lord's next words, 'If therefore you seek me let these go their way'.  His concern is for them, so that He would lose none of them. It is interesting that even after Peter's provocation (below) they all got away at this point. 

10  Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus. 11  Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?

Peter is going to die some 34 years later.  It is not his time to die but it is the Lord's time to die.   He protects His disciples.   Peter decides that it is not time for the Lord to die, so he tries to chop the High Priest's servant's head off but misses and slices off an ear. John knows the family of the High Priest and notes that the servant's name is Melchus. The fact that John mentions his name may indicate that he eventually became a believer.   Note in Luke’s account that he was healed, and that probably means he was saved by the time of Luke’s Gospel and gave Luke the information.  Luke 22:50-51. The Lord makes it very clear that he is in charge, and that these who arrest him are the children of darkness. They are coming with inferior lights to treat unjustly the light of the world.  John 1:4-18, 1 John 1:5-10.
In verse 11 Peter is rebuked, and is told that the Cross is part of God's plan, and he has no business trying to stop it with a sword. We must follow the Lord's will, not our preferences. Peter tried his best, but the Lord wanted Him to be obedient, not to try his best in human strength and human thinking.  Isaiah 55:6-11.
Here we are again reminded of the Lord's control over the events leading to the cross. He has a cup to drink and he will drink it to the last drop, for our salvation rests upon his completion of the task. The time for his arrest has come, and so he lets it occur.  Keep remembering as we advance through the great suffering of the Lord for us, that at any point he had the power to stop everything and say, “mankind is not worth all this!”  He went to the Cross for us in love and care, and we are the recipients of that great love.
Judas sin and Peter's enthusiasm have been contrasted here. Both are wrong in their conclusions but Peter's love for the Lord, and the Lord's provision of forgiveness for him, will lead to his stability and comfort. Psalm 103:8-16. Judas is the son of perdition by his own choices; he will reject love and forgiveness right to the end, and so even though he also could have sought forgiveness, he does not and is eternally lost.

12  Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus, and bound him,

The Lord allows this to happen, and has been pleasant and polite to the arresting officers, but it is not a quiet 'considerate' arrest. The Romans are very brutal in the arrest itself, and the satanic brutality will continue and build.  The Lord is thrown to the ground and considerable force is used on the Lord and his is painfully bound with his arms pinned behind his back.  The satanic is now dominant in the lives of the key unbelieving players, and they will do their worst to the Lord of glory from this point onwards.  Satanic malice will be expressed throughout – and yet the centurion will be saved in the end.  The same malice will be expressed towards us.  John 15:18-27.
APPLICATION

In the case of Judas he told the mob to restrain and bind the Lord as he was afraid of reprisal. Those who have criminal or bad attitudes often expect others to react as they would. No bonds were necessary, and all bonds could have been broken by the Lord, but he will not do so.  We need to respond as our Lord would, and not react to situations according to our Old Sin Nature’s lusts, or passions, even when the OSN passion is for what we consider humanly speaking to be “justice”.   We are not here to work human justice, but preach divine mercy.
Pettiness of attitude is eliminated by the application of the Word of God to one’s life.

The ignorant believer can hinder the Plan of God, while at time God will use an obedient, doctrine corrected believer, and the now saved unbeliever, as an integral part of His plan.

Self centred people value things and the praise of man rather than the 'well done' of God, for that is just too far away for them.

Let us learn from the sin of Judas. As believers we are not like him, but we may resemble him at times, when we place ourselves above the will of the Lord for our lives.

Remember the principle, if you are in a situation where the Lord wants you, He will protect you until you have completed the task. You need to ask, "Am I doing what the Lord would have me do?"  

If you are in his will, you are safe, and even if you are out of the will of God at that point, you may well be as safe as Peter was here. If he wants you to be a martyr give him thanks, that you have been given the opportunity to gain the martyr’s crown before you go to be with Him. Find out what He wants you to do and do it without fear or fretting.  Psalm 37:1-9.
Its never about our deliverance, its always about our obedience to the plan of God.  God always has the power to deliver us from every situation he leads us into, or even from foolish places we have gotten ourselves into.  Romans 8:26-39 always applies as we love the Lord and seek his glory from the midst of the place we are in.
God doesn't want us to give our human best! He wants us to be obedient to him and follow the Holy Spirit, and give our supernatural spiritual best!
DOCTRINES

REVOLUTION

JUDAS – BETRAYAL

JUDAS – OUTLINE OF JUDAS' LIFE

CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

CHRIST – I AM

KISS

CUP

TRIALS BEFORE ANNAS AND SANHEDRIN, PETER’S DENIAL

JOHN 18:13-27

13  And led him away to Annas first; for he was father in law to Caiaphas, which was the high priest that same year. 14  Now Caiaphas was he, which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one man should die for the people. 15  And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple: that disciple was known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus into the palace of the high priest. 16  But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out that other disciple, which was known unto the high priest, and spake unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter. 17  Then saith the damsel that kept the door unto Peter, Art not thou also one of this man's disciples? He saith, I am not. 18  And the servants and officers stood there, who had made a fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed themselves: and Peter stood with them, and warmed himself. 19  The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his doctrine. 20  Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing. 21  Why askest thou me? ask them which heard me, what I have said unto them: behold, they know what I said. :22  And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high priest so? 23  Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me? 24  Now Annas had sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest. 25  And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said therefore unto him, Art not thou also one of his disciples? He denied it, and said, I am not. 26  One of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the garden with him? 27  Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock crew.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

13  And led him away to Annas first; for he was father in law to Caiaphas, which was the high priest that same year.14  Now Caiaphas was he, which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one man should die for the people.

Annas was a key figure in the political intrigue of Palestine. He was a part of the ruling family of the politically motivated high priests. Appointments were made to the High Priesthood by political intrigue; spirituality was not even an issue. This was organised religion under Satan’s control. It was all about power and control, rather than the service and worship of God.    These men controlled religion to make money and wield power and they did both.
Annas had been High Priest (7- 11AD), under Herod's son, but he was deposed by the first Roman Procurator Valerius Gratus. His son Eleazer was High Priest in 16-17 AD, his son-in-law Caiaphas was High Priest from 18-36 AD when he was deposed by the Roman Procurator Vitellus after Pontius Pilate was removed in disgrace. 

Annas' other sons were also High Priests; John in 36, 37, Theophilus 37 - 41, Matthias 42, Annas 61, and his grandson Matthias was the final High Priest of the Temple 65, 66AD, when the Romans destroyed it and killed the remnants of this evil family. Read Alfred Edersheim’s, “The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah”, for a good account of all the details of the Lord’s incarnation and the history of the time. Josephus also records (with a Roman bias) the dastardly family of these evil men who had seized the High Priesthood and used it for political and financial gain. They gained wealth and power for a time, and death in the end, with eternal judgment to come.  Romans 6:23, Hebrews 11:25.  
When you looked at the power structure of Israel at the time, the family of Annas was the powerful one, and the Lord and the disciples looked like poor no-bodies. The temple treasury and the state’s total power apparatus was at the beck and call of the old man Annas; he is the power behind all things in Jerusalem. These people believed they made the rules and deposed whoever didn't suit them, but in the end they fell into hell and await judgment with all those who were deceived into thinking they had something of real value – when all they had was temporary satanic power.
The Lord is taken to Caiaphas, but both he and Annas lived together, and the old man controlled things through his sons and son-in-law. All the Sanhedrin members that were in his pocket through corruption were already there at his palace, ready to start the 'court'. It was, what we would call today, 'a set up'; a court that would only ever return the verdict the powerful man wanted. 

John reminds us here of the words of Caiaphas about the usefulness of the Lord's death to their plans and schemes. John 11:49 - 52. Even though he was a complete pagan (a religious unbeliever and servant of Satan himself by his deeds) he spoke prophetically the truth. Can a pagan speak prophetically the truth? The answer is “yes”, and that proves again the Lord's control over all things. Satan’s false prophets get it right at times – that is how they manipulate so many. These men are however not in control at all – they will all do exactly what the Lord requires done, but in the way they do it they will condemn themselves to eternal death.  The Plan is far bigger and more complex that they in their arrogance think it is.
15  And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple: that disciple was known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus into the palace of the high priest. 16  But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out that other disciple, which was known unto the high priest, and spake unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter.

Two men followed the soldiers. For John it is a safe thing to do as his family have contacts in Jerusalem, and are nobles themselves, but for Peter it is a dangerous thing, as he is out of his depth with this crowd, and he is not prepared for the pressures of this place. Peter’s accent will give him away, whereas John could move comfortably in both Galilee and Jerusalem culture.  We should note that for John there was no temptation being in this place, but for Peter there was. 

This in itself answers a question often asked by young believers. They ask, 'is it OK for a believer to go to a certain place?' It may be a pub, a palace, a casino, a market, or a place in town. The answer to such a question is, listen to the Holy Spirit within, and if that place is a place where you are safe and can witness, go, but if that place is a place of testing for you, a place that you are out of your depth in, you must not go. Peter is taken into a place of testing where he should not go, and he would fail miserably, but the Lord knew it and had warned him in advance.  This event will work out for good, Romans 8:26-39, and the Lord will restore this man.  John 21:15-24.
Peter initially was outside of the palace. John seems to have entered the court along with the guard, as he was apparently well known in the High Priests home, and not considered a threat by them. He was a disciple, but due to his birth and status in the city, this was overlooked by the guards, as he was simply recognized as “belonging there”. The High Priest’s palace was built on the slope of the hill below the temple, and there was an outer court from which a door gave access to an inner court.

Peter had followed as far as the door, while John entered the court with the guard. John realizing Peter was not there left the guard and went out again, and told the doorkeeper, a female servant, that his friend was outside. He was then able to get Peter’s admission into the inner court.  John believes he does the right thing, but Peter is not being helped, except to fall over here.  God’s will is being done here, but learn from this, and do not bring along weaker brethren into situations they cannot handle.  Walk in the Spirit believer and do not encourage others to follow you into areas the Lord wants you in, just in case the Lord doesn't want them there.
John now returned to be in the center of events in the palace, and to be as close to the Lord as he might. Peter meanwhile stood in the middle of the inner court with the coal fire reducing the coolness of a chill spring night. The occasional flame from the charcoal brought the men’s faces into relief as they crowded around it and talked about the dramatic events of that night, describing no doubt opinions and exaggerated criticism concerning the Lord, who had been captured with such unexpected ease, and was now there as their master’s prisoner.

17  Then saith the damsel that kept the door unto Peter, Art not thou also one of this man's disciples? He saith, I am not. 18  And the servants and officers stood there, who had made a fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed themselves: and Peter stood with them, and warmed himself.

Peter was very restless and yet he must seem very quiet he sat down among the servants and then stood up among them. It was perhaps this restlessness of attempted indifference, but also the obvious awkwardness of the fisherman in this palace, which attracted the attention of the female servant who had just allowed him in. 

In the uncertain light she scanned the features of the mysterious stranger, and boldly challenged him in the form of a question, about him being one of the disciples of the man who stood incriminated up there before the High Priest. Peter fails with this first question, and with all questions of relationship with Jesus Christ that night. 

19  The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his doctrine. 20  Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing. 21  Why askest thou me? ask them which heard me, what I have said unto them: behold, they know what I said. 22  And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high priest so? 23  Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me? 24  Now Annas had sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest.

Verse 19 
The danger Peter is in is made clear by the question of the High Priest here about the disciples. The courtyard was not a safe place to be in this night!  The whole thing about this trial is that it is based in injustice. They don't have a case against the Lord, they are trying here to develop one by schooling liars, and even that will fail and the Lord will have to give them some evidence himself.   The best source of evidence would be to get a disciple and bring him up front and torture some confession out of him!  Guess who they think they can identify – Peter!  John blends in but this Galilean fisherman doesn't – he is simply a target this night.
In verses 20 - 21 the Lord's answer here is masterful, and directly challenges the High Priest's legitimacy, and the illegality of these proceedings. John is careful to record the Lord's answers here, as he wants to make clear that the Lord had no secret teachings (as the gnostic cults would later claim), but that all he said was public and they had heard him. All the Lord's teaching was open and honest. John 20:31, 21:25. The truth is hated by those who are devoted to lies as seen in verse 22. This assault was minor against what was to come, but it is indicative of the injustice that evil would go to, to kill the one who they would not accept. 

Satan's plan actually called for the death of the Lord before he could get to the cross. Satan did all he could to stop the cross, for he suspected what it was about. When he couldn't stop it he tried to kill the Lord before the sin bearing could take place, and as we will see he nearly succeeded! The Lord's control is seen throughout this time. The hatred of the evil world is referred to earlier.  John 15:18 - 20.  No man has ever endured the beatings the Lord took this night and lived – Satan’s malice was focused upon him – trying to stop the sin bearing that was coming.
In verse 23 the Lord's reply demands an answer from the guilty men. If his teaching has been evil there must be evidence for that!  Remember the priest’s words, Luke 11:11 - 20, 'by Satan he casts out Satan'.  If this was true there will be evidence of the evil in his words or life.   From his teaching they must prove their case, and they must be able to find witnesses who would be able to say these things openly and in front of the Roman Court.

By the end of this passage the discussion is over, and they move on with the next trial, which will be a more formal one. He is still painfully bound and the pain of the ropes would get worse and worse over the next hours. 

Peter has faced and failed his first trial, while the Lord has faced and passed his first trial. Now Peter faces his second and third trial and he will fail both and more besides, but he will be forgiven.  Keep remembering the end, not the failure.
25  And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said therefore unto him, Art not thou also one of his disciples? He denied it, and said, I am not. 26  One of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the garden with him? 27  Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock crew.

It is a legitimate thing to warm yourself by a fire, but Peter is in the wrong company! For him this is the wrong place and wrong time, and he is with the wrong people. He was in danger in that place, and he didn't have the skills to know the crowd, and not stand out. Remember John isn't questioned, he fits in here, Peter never will.  There are places where we can serve and places where we will never “fit” and be able to swim as a fish in the sea.  This is why we must walk in the filling of the Holy Spirit – for only then will we be in the right place at the right time.  Legalism tries to make rules to keep everyone safe, but the instruction of God’s Word is clear – just “walk in the filling of the Holy Spirit and you will be safe everywhere.   We don’t need more or men’s rules, all we need is Holy Spirit filled living.   Ephesians 5:15-21.
The questions come thick and fast, they come very close together, Peter doesn't have the chance to take a breath between them; he is overwhelmed. He denies again and again. Eventually the cock crow is heard and he is filled with remorse.  He has proved that without spiritual power and being positioned in the right place the strongest of men will fall under the weakest of challenges.
APPLICATION

As Christians we can often get side tracked by the powerful people in our countries, and we can think they are 'important', but in God's sight they are not. 

Don't ever be influenced, or impressed by those with the power in the State, for they are more often in Satan's camp than in ours! 

It is not winning in the Human State that matters, it is being on the winning side for eternity, and that is the Lords! 

For the disciples however the power of the enemy on that night was just too great, and they fled into the garden. 

This passage demonstrates the fall of Peter, but unlike Judas, Peter survived his great betrayal of our Lord, and after recovery had a great ministry for thirty or so years. The recovery had a number of features.

[a] 
Peter was saved when this incident happened.

[b] 
Peter did not lose his salvation by his action.
[c] 
Peter was disciplined as a child of God in the form of bitter regrets.

[d] 
Peter did confess his sins [John 21:15-17]. Confession is essential regarding recovery in ministry.

[e] 
If Peter had died immediately after his denials he still would have gone to Paradise.
[f] 
Confession of sins gives you the privilege of service in the Christian life. Peter is going to have a great ministry ahead.  Psalm 103:8-16, 1 John 1:5-10.
[g] 
Peter failed but he was still alive and therefore God had a plan and purpose for him. You know when your ministry is finished as you die or are taken at the Rapture.

God can show you blessing in suffering here, which He cannot in heaven, as there will be no suffering there. There is no sin or suffering in eternity.  It is of the greatest importance to be in the place where you are supposed to be by walking in the Holy Spirit’s guidance alone. Another Christian may be in a different location which is of danger to you, or vice versa.
You should not make promises and commitments which you cannot be sure to keep. Knowledge of the Word of God helps in keeping one focused on the Plan of God. Knowledge and application of Bible doctrine is most important in the believer’s life.   Holy Spirit led living is what we are called to.
APPARENT PROBLEM BETWEEN MARK’S ACCOUNT AND THE OTHER GOSPELS

DENIAL OF PETER AND THE CROWING OF THE COCK

The crowing of the cock is reported in all four Gospels, with Mark reporting that the cock crowed twice.

Study of the four Gospels shows that during this night Peter is reported as having denied the Lord on seven occasions rather than just three, so he has a very busy night denying the Lord. It is noted that the first cock crow is recorded to have occurred at the time of the fourth denial.

The sequence appears as follows:-

FIRST DENIAL 

PETER STANDING BY THE DOOR

JOHN 8:16-18 
But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out that other disciple, which was known unto the high priest, and spake unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter. Then saith the damsel that kept the door unto Peter, Art not thou also one of this man's disciples? He saith, I am not. And the servants and officers stood there, who had made a fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed themselves: and Peter stood with them, and warmed himself.
Comments

Here Peter is standing warming himself while in the Second denial he is seated thus they are probably separate incidents.

SECOND DENIAL 

PETER SEATED AT THE FIRE  - A YOUNG SERVANT GIRL

This is reported in three gospels:

MATTHEW 26:69  
Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. 70  But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou sayest.

MARK 14:66  
And as Peter was beneath in the palace, there cometh one of the maids of the high priest: And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked upon him, and said, And thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth.68  But he denied, saying, I know not, neither understand I what thou sayest. And he went out into the porch 

LUKE 22:55  
And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, and were set down together, Peter sat down among them. 56  But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, and earnestly looked upon him, and said, This man was also with him. 57  And he denied him, saying, Woman, I know him not.

Comments

Notice Mark reports the first crowing of the cock here, but it is after Peter has gone out into the porch which allows additional time for denials. In addition the crowing of the cock for the first time seems to have had very little effect on Peter as he continues to deny the Lord. It is only when he sees the Lord Jesus Christ looking at him that it registers what he has done.

THIRD DENIAL

A MAN CHALLENGES HIM

LUKE 22:58  
And after a little while another saw him, and said, Thou art also of them. And Peter said, Man, I am not.

Comments

Here a man challenges him in sequence in Luke but no mention of the cock crowing

FOURTH DENIAL

SERVANT OF THE HIGH PRIEST

JOHN 18:26  
One of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the garden with him? 27  Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock crew.

Comments

The fourth denial was a friend of the man injured in the incident at the arrest of our Lord. Here we note that immediately the cock crowed. 

This conforms with the statement in  John 13:38  “Jesus answered him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice.” He appears to have denied him four times to date 

FIFTH DENIAL

ANOTHER SERVANT GIRL

MATTHEW 26:71  
And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid saw him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth. 72  And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man.

Comments

Here Peter is in the porch again denying the Lord

SIXTH DENIAL

THE CROWD

MATTHEW 26:73  
And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee.74  Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew.75  And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly.

MARK 14:70  
And a little after, they that stood by said again to Peter, Surely thou art one of them: for thou art a Galilaean, and thy speech agreeth thereto. 71  But he began to curse and to swear, saying, I know not this man of whom ye speak.

Comments

Here we notice in Matthew that immediately the cock crew. This is the second crowing of the cock

SEVENTH DENIAL

ANOTHER MAN

LUKE 22:59  
And about the space of one hour after another confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also was with him: for he is a Galilaean.60  And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest. And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew.

Comments

Here we have the cock crowing while he was yet speaking so denials 6 and 7 are closely sequential and is the second crowing of the cock. 

SECOND CROWING OF THE COCK

MARK 14:72  
“And the second time the cock crew. And Peter called to mind the word that Jesus said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. And when he thought thereon, he wept.”
Comments

Remembering that Mark is Peter’s account in collaboration with Mark, and the second crowing marked the time of great remorse and weeping as he had twice denied the Lord three times, terminating with crows from the cock, bearing in mind that the seventh denial was during the second crowing of the cock.

DOCTRINES

BITTERNESS

CHRISTIAN LIFE – IGNORANCE

CHRISTIAN LIFE – REPENTANCE

CHRISTIAN LIFE – THINKING BIBLICALLY

PETER – DIVINE GUIDANCE
WEEPING

TRIALS OF CHRIST

JESUS CHRIST BEFORE PILATE

JOHN 18:28-38

28  Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; and they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover. 29  Pilate then went out unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye against this man? 30  They answered and said unto him, If he were not a malefactor, we would not have delivered him up unto thee. 31  Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death: 32  That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spake, signifying what death he should die. 33  Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews? 34  Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me? 35  Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done? 36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 37  Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. 38  Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION

According to the later Mishnah Rules, that were codified in the late 70s, but were well known and practised at the time of our Lord, there were strict rules to ensure trials were held justly. The Jewish justice system was better and fairer than most modern ones. All these rules were broken during the trials that took place concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. Some of these things were recorded by Rabbi Gamaliel, who had as one of his students the Apostle Paul.

The Lord had, in total six trials. The six trials of the Lord Jesus Christ can be divided into two groups; three religious and three civil.

[1] 
Before Annas


John 18:12-14.

[2] 
Before Caiaphas


Matthew 26:57-68.
[3] 
Before the 'rump' Sanhedrin
Matthew 27:1-2.

[4] 
The first trial before Pilate

John 18:28-38.
[5]
 The trial before Herod Antipas
Luke 23:6-12.  

[6] 
The second trial before Pilate.
John 18:39-19:6. 

The Mishnah states in the fourth division section.

1.4 - "Cases involving the death penalty must be tried before 23 judges and for a capital offence it must be before the full Sanhedrin with at least 71 members.

1.5 - " To judge a false prophet there needs to be at least 71 members. Included in this must be the High Priest, judges and others".

3.4, 3.5 “Anyone who is a witness or is a judge is disqualified as being a judge or a witness if they play dice or loan money or if they race pigeons or if they do any business on the Sabbath. They are also prohibited from serving as a witness if they are a relative, a friend, or known to be an enemy of the accused"

In the case of the three religious trials of the Lord Jesus Christ the trials were by these rules invalid, as they stated that they wanted to kill this man. Three more sections of the Mishnah make it clear that the rules were broken even more.

4.5 - the witness in a capital offence trial was warned that "perhaps it is your intention of giving testimony on the basis of supposition or on the basis of what another witness has told you.  You may be thinking that you have heard this from a reliable person”. They would test in detail the witnesses. The major threat to the witness was that the blood of the innocent man would be on them if they lie.

3.8 - If a person who was guilty said that he was innocent and said that he could bring proof he was given 30 days to do that.

5.1 - there were seven questions to be asked of the witness. In what period of seven years, one year, month, day, what day of the week at what time of the day, and where did it occur. The witness had to be specific. It was stated that the more the witness was questioned the more the judge should be praised.

In the Gospel accounts many witnesses were investigated and none were found that did not contradict one another.     According to the rules the person accused had to be released at that point, or given the 30 days to prove his innocence if witnesses came forward.

Mishnah 5.5 - There must be at least three witnesses.  If the man is found innocent they are to send him away, if not, they are to postpone judging him to the next day. They were to leave the court in pairs and not to eat or drink for the entire day, they were to discuss the matter all the next night and then come back for the sentence the day after.

6.1 - When the person was convicted the person was to be taken out and stoned. If on the way to be executed he says that he has something to say in his favour they are to bring him back. This can be done 4-5 times.

6.4 - shows how the person is to be stoned and only the blasphemer is then hanged on the tree.

7.5 - the one who blasphemes will only be liable when he has fully pronounced the divine name. It was sacrilegious to use the name of God. (The liberals today argue that it was pronounced Yahweh rather than Jehovah.) Anyone who tried to pronounce the name was stoned to death.

In a case of blasphemy they would bring in only the oldest witness to a court, that had been cleared of all spectators, so none would be offended, and he was told to say exactly what the accused had said in detail. The judges all were to stand on their feet as they hear the blasphemy, and tear their clothing and never sew them up again.

The second and third witness would come in and say that they heard what the first witness had heard. When they ripped their clothes at the trial of Jesus, the Sanhedrin were saying that they believed he had committed blasphemy, but they did not convict him on the basis of witnesses.

No trial was to be held at night, it always had to be put off to the next day.

Let us go through the record of the trials and see other things about them from the Mishnah's perspective.

John 18:12 - 24 
The trial before Annas who was not the High Priest of that year but as a previous high priest, according to the Mishna he held that title until his death. Caiaphas was the man wearing the mitre. He had replaced his father in law at the instigation of the Romans. In orthodox teaching Annas was still high priest until his death, and he is recognised as such by John.

Matthew 26:57-68 
This passage tells us the whole story. John does not repeat it. Here it says he was taken to Caiphas but as father and son in law, both Annas and Caiphas would have been in the same compound with a shared courtyard. John was supplementing what Matthew was saying. This indicates the reliability and genuineness of the eyewitness of the gospel writers.

In verses 60 and 61 they attempt to get witnesses to condemn him. They found two witnesses. In verse 62 the High Priest asked the Lord to comment on the evidence (which is against the Mishnah code, as no-one was ever to be asked to give evidence against himself). 

He asks the Lord if he is the Son of God, finds him guilty and then rips his High Priest's clothes, which were never to be ripped [Leviticus 21:10), although the others present were expected to rip their garments once the blasphemy was heard.  

He pronounces the death penalty, which was also against the Mishnah. For the death penalty the verdict had to be held over for a day and a night, and the Sanhedrin had to give it's verdict starting from the youngest and going up to the oldest.   They beat the Lord in advance of the trial before the Sanhedrin in Matthew 27:1-2, and send him there to endorse the findings of the High Priest's court. However in Jewish time it was still the same day, as the Jewish day started at 6 pm, and such action was illegal. The whole trial was also illegal in accord with Exodus 23:8, for it had been set in place by a bribe.

In Matthew Peter's denial appears to occur during the Lord's trial before Caiaphas whereas the account in John shows it to be during the trial before Annas. This is not an anomaly as Peter is in the common courtyard and the denials occur during the time the Lord is being tried by the two men.

John 18:27 gives the time of the completion of the second trial.  The cock crowing was the Roman trumpet to show the changes of the Roman guard from the first watch. 'Cock crow' was the name for the watch, or guard group, that went from midnight to 3 am. The time at this point is fixed at exactly 3am.

John 18:28  
Here we see He is led into the hall of judgment and it was 'early'. John gives us Roman time in his Gospel, as the Lord was executed under their law, and the people John writes to are living in the Roman Empire and understood this way of telling time. 'Early' is not a reference to relative time of day as such, but is actually the specific name for the next Roman watch. 'Early' was the Roman Watch that ran from 3am to 6am. When Jesus was brought to Pilate it was between 3 and 6 am, it was the “early watch”. 

The watches then were called '3rd hour' (6 -9 am), '6th hour' (9 am - noon), and '9th hour' (noon - 3 pm), and the 'twelfth hour' (3 - 6 pm). We are on a strict timetable with these trials, for the Lord must be executed before the Passover is slain at 3pm that day or he will have to be held over until after the feast, and a full trial held again more than seven days later. 

According to the Law he should have been held over, but the High Priests are running things their way not according to the rules of God’s Law, yet they are doing things precisely in God’s time.  Remember also, in Jewish time, there were two evenings; the second evening of the first day which was between 3 and 6 pm and the first evening off the following day which was between 6 pm and the time the sun went down. So in Jewish reckoning each afternoon you had two evenings, 3 - 6pm was the last evening of the day that ended at 6pm, and at one minute after 6pm you entered the first evening of the next day. 

The Passover lamb is to be slain 'between the evenings', that is at any time from 3pm until about 9pm.

Verses 28 - 35 
Pilate has the impatience of the new rich Italian upper classes, and also the Roman hatred for the Jews, who they saw as a people obsessed with religious nonsense, and arrogant with it. The Romans were very tolerant of religions, and could not understand anything religious that was not tolerant.  Judaism was not tolerant, it was legalistic and absolute in it's claims, and the Romans saw it as a divisive force. They felt that the Jews were a people always ready to rebel, always ready to sacrifice themselves for a religious cause, a nation of fanatics.     

28  Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; and they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover.

The religious trial has ended and the civil trial is about to begin. The scene is the Hall of Judgment, in the palace of the governor. The Jews did not want to go into the palace of the Gentile. They believed that they would be defiled and would thus be prevented from eating the Passover. 

It does not seem to bother them that they were plotting of the death of the Son of God. It would have been a tragedy for them to enter Gentile house at Passover time but murder was a mere trifle.  Understand what satanic logic will have people do, for this sort of contradictory logic is very common when people are deceived by the enemy.  Ephesians 2:1-10.
29  Pilate then went out unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye against this man? 30  They answered and said unto him, If he were not a malefactor, we would not have delivered him up unto thee. 

Pilate the Roman governor gave in to the religious scruples of the Jews by going out to where they were. He began the trial by asking them to state their legal charge against this prisoner.  He is caught, on his last warning, and he needs some legal pretense to execute Jesus or he will face censure, but he must do what they ask or they will complain!
Their answer was bold and rude. They said in effect that they had already tried the case and found Him guilty. All they want Pilate to do was to pronounce a sentence and execute Jesus.  This is a demand that they can make this year because of the military excesses of Pilate the previous year, and the solemn warning he has been placed under by the Senate of Rome.  He cannot afford to offend these power brokers and have them complain about him to Rome.
31  Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death: 32  That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spake, signifying what death he should die.

Pilate tries now to evade responsibility and throw it back on the Jewish leadership. If they had already tried Jesus and found him guilty then why had they not sentenced Him according to their law? The answer of the Jews was very significant. They recognised that they were not independent of Rome. They have been taken over by Roman power and civil law. Civil government has been taken from their hands and they were no longer legally able to put anyone to death. Their answer was evidence of their bondage and subjection to the Gentile power. Daniel 9:26-27, Luke 21:24.  Furthermore they wanted to shift the odium of Christ’s death onto Pilate, but Pilate is equally determined to keep them holding the responsibility, for he fears the reproof of the Senate in Rome.
Verse 32 may have two different meanings. In Matthew 20:19 Jesus had predicted that he would be delivered up to the Gentiles to be killed. Here the Jews were doing that very thing to him, and so fulfilling the scriptures. Secondly in many places the Lord said that he would be lifted up. This referred to death by crucifixion. The Jews used stoning in case of capital punishment, whereas crucifixion was the Roman method for non citizens. Thus by handing over the Lord Jesus Christ to Pilate the Jews unknowingly fulfilled these two prophecies concerning the Messiah. John 3:14, 8:28, 12:34.
33  Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews? 34  Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me? 35  Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done? 36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.

Pilate tries to get the Jewish leaders to deal with Jesus themselves, then he impatiently asks Jesus to condemn himself (in verse 33), and Jesus reply would have stung him, for he knew he had violated Roman Law by asking such a question. 

Pilate's response in verse 35 shows just how strong his hatred was for this whole performance. Self interest is driving him, not justice. He is vulnerable and he knows it. He just wants the whole thing to go away, and the death of the Lord is of no concern to him, even though he knows he is a just and innocent man. In Pilate's eyes Jesus is just another Jewish religious nuisance, and it is this hatred that drives him forward, even ignoring his own wife’s warning. He despises the message and messenger of God, and is in Hell today thinking about this! All who treat the Lord and his message as if it is a nuisance are in the company of this man!  Isaiah 14:9-11.
Pilate has asked, 'what have you done?' His spies have not turned up anything that worries him as the Roman Governor. Jesus answer does not solve Pilate's problem, but it confronts him with the real issue. Look at the words of the Lord in relations to Pilate's question. Re-read both verses. What has he done? He has made an issue of eternity and the claims of God over the matters of time. He has made God's claim to rulership over the lives of men clear. 

By his presence and message he demands that all people chose between obedience to the Lord, and the demands of Satan's 'Cosmos' system to follow self-centred power and influence upon the earth. Both the religious leaders and Pilate have chosen, and will remain obedient to the demand of the Satanic Cosmos system. They will chose the way that maintains their power and life style on earth rather than the way that expresses obedience to the Lord God of eternity.

Jesus also makes it clear in his answer that he is no revolutionary. Very strongly he says that his servants will not fight for him, for his kingdom is, 'not of this world'. The phrase used here means, 'not ever, no way; it will never be the case that the kingdom of Jesus is of this world system'. Jesus has no part in the cosmos system of self-centred power that Satan runs upon the earth.  Matthew 20:25-28. Jesus will certainly rule upon the earth but only as a result of the thorough judgement of the cosmos system, and after it's total destruction.

Pilate had lots of previous experience as a soldier, and in spite of his end here, he had been a great soldier. He understands the Lord's words, that understands that if Jesus’ kingdom was of this world his servants would be fighting now! Jesus point is clear. If Jesus had been a political figure he would have had his guards and would have camped on the hills so that his followers could resist any arrest attempt. 

If he was a political figure his servants would have been organising themselves at this very moment and their torches would be seen coming across the Kidron Valley into the city now to demand his release. As neither of these things has happened it follows that he cannot be a political figure, especially not a dangerous, organised, revolutionary. He is not in the league of the political terrorist Barabbas.  Pilate understands these things – and yet he moves forward with satanic self interest and compromises with Antipas and the High Priests.  They will all die under judgment, and they await together the last judgment.   Isaiah 14:9-11, Revelation 20:11-15.
37  Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.

Pilate is desperate for something to condemn him on, placate the annoying Jews, and get back to sleep! He seizes on the word 'King'.   Once again Jesus answer rebukes Pilate in all he has said, and in his devious way of questioning the Lord. Roman justice prided itself on the pursuit of 'TRUTH', and so the Lord uses that word (Latin - 'VERITAS') to underline the injustice and deviousness of the proceedings. The Lord's answer indicates three things about Pilate's question. 

1. 
'Thou sayest' - in effect the Lord is saying, 'you have already found me guilty'.   You are just saying what suits.
2. 
'This is why I came' - God's plan calls for my death and your rebellion against the truth will be used by God to fulfil this plan. All our sins put the Lord on the cross, but Pilate and the Priests specific sin will directly lead to it, even against the odds (for his death violates both Roman and Jewish Law).

3. 
'All who love truth hear my words' - attitude to the Lord shows attitude to the truth generally.

Unbelievers may say they love the truth, but they love a lie if they hate the Lord! Pilate shows his cynical attitude to life itself by his response in the next verse.

38  Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all.

These are not the words of a philosopher, they are the words of a cynical politician, who has battled his way as a tough soldier to the prize of political rule over a Roman district. He dismisses the Lord with a cynical wave of his hand. Pilate knows there is no fault in the Lord, and at this point Roman justice demands he be released. The order should have been given now. 'Release the prisoner, all people are to return to their homes, guards disperse the crowd!'     

He is not going to do this for he fears the crowd and believes, with good reason, that the priests have prepared a riot if he doesn't do what they want. In any other year he would have used his troops, but he is under a warning from the Senate through the Provincial governor of Syria this year! The timing of the cross is perfect, in any other year it would not have happened. He now proceeds to a bargaining approach that is unheard of for a Roman ruler to use.

APPLICATION

Even the greatest systems of law can prove to be ineffective due to the personal weaknesses in the leaders and sets of circumstances.

As Christians we should never compromise the truth. Pilate asks Christ “What is truth?” In fact he is looking at Him who is the truth. John 14:6. 

Religious people can commit the most heinous crimes yet be very particular about keeping the niceties of their tradition.

The unbeliever who knew He was innocent could not see the truth as spiritual phenomena are spiritually discerned.  1 Corinthians 2:14.
Satan would have liked Jesus to be stoned to death, as the Lord would then have died without conforming to the Scriptures.  

The Romans had however rescinded the ability of the Jews executing anybody thus forcing the Jews to have to use the Roman crucifixion format. This is what had been prophesied in Psalm 22 by David one thousand years previously, and what Zechariah had seen 500 years previously, Zechariah 12:10.

God is in charge of History and weaves people and events together. He knew what stresses Pilate would be under, what the interplay of the Jews and the Romans would be, and how the Lord would successfully go to the Cross as part of the eternal plan of God.

DOCTRINES

PILATE – PONTIUS PILATE – EXPEDIANCY

CHRIST – PROPHETIC PSALMS ABOUT CHRIST

CHRIST – PROPHECIES ABOUT THE CRUCIFIXION

PILATE SEEKS TO RELEASE JESUS 

JOHN 18:39-40   [MATTHEW 27:15-30, MARK 15:6-19, LUKE 23:13-25] see HARMONY 74-24 

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

39  But ye have a custom, that I should release unto you one at the Passover: will ye therefore that I release unto you the King of the Jews? 40  Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber.

Custom or not, you do not bargain an innocent man for a guilty one! Pilate hopes he can shame the Jews into seeing their evil, but he does not consider the psychology of such a group. Barabbas was a murderer and thief, a totally evil man, but a zealot, and patriot to some. This crowd was inspired by politics and corrupt politics at that.
By such a contrast to Jesus, Pilate hoped to shame the crowd, but they were under orders from the High Priest and their chant was orchestrated. Remember the time. It is 5am and so the only people here are the 'rent a riot' group, under the pay and orders of the High Priests. All the decent people of Jerusalem are in bed.  Evil men will choose evil, and no other consideration will drive their logic than satanic self interest.  Let’s see the other two passages;

Matthew 27:15 - 26 
Pilate's weakness is highlighted here. He wants nothing to do with the injustice of this event, but lacks the moral fibre and strength to stand up for the truth, for he fears for his own position as Procurator.

Luke 23:13 - 25 

The sentence is passed by 'voice vote'. The 'rent a riot' crowd are in full swing and have the power at this point. The point being made by the Gospel writers is, that is does not matter who wins in time, it is who can stand up in eternity and say they stood for the truth!

APPLICATION

God’s plan progresses through history and sometimes He uses the weaknesses of unbelievers to advance the plan. As God is all knowing and outside time He can see all the implications and results of the action of the free will of man.

Unbelievers when looking at the person of Christ objectively were able to see that he was innocent and perfect.

Using mobs, especially “rent a crowds” proves nothing. A mob can be encouraged to demand things either for gain or on the basis of emotion. As Christians we are not going to be popular for much of the time, as we are in the Devil’s world. 

You do not need to be in the majority to be right. Political and other leaders may manipulate people into thinking bad is good and vice versa. Public opinion is often wrong, and in scientific circles the majority has normally been proved wrong.

Many decisions are made to satisfy the demands of a vocal minority. Decisions made on this basis can come back to haunt you. No church ought be governed by majority votes on anything.
This happened to Pontius Pilate who about 4 years later was removed from his post and exiled to France where he committed suicide. He ends his life in the very place he feared most; the place of social disgrace and powerlessness. His end is quite rightly the same as Judas.
DOCTRINES

PILATE – PONTIUS PILATE – EXPEDIANCY   
TRIALS OF CHRIST   
GOD – PLAN OF GOD   
SIN – JEALOUSY

CHAPTER 19

PILATE CONDEMNS JESUS 

JOHN 19:1-15

1  Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. 2  And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a purple robe, 3  And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with their hands. 4  Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him. 5  Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man! 6  When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him. 7  The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God. 8  When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid; 9  And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer. 10  Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee? 11  Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. 12  And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar. 13  When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. 14  And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! 15  But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.  2  And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a purple robe, 3  And said, “Hail, King of the Jews”, and they smote him with their hands.

This was an evil thing for Pilate to do, but it fits with the character of the man, for he cared for none other than himself. The scourging of the Romans could kill a man. The Lord was a bloody mess at the end of this, and he would have been barely recognisable. This also had been prophesied as seen in the following passages from Isaiah:

Isaiah 50:5-6 
“The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back.6  I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting.”
Isaiah 52:14 
“As many were astonied(astonished/staggered) at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men:”
Isaiah  53:3-5 
“He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”
Note the words, 'he was marred beyond recognition', the 'curse of all men was upon him', and as these brutal soldiers did their worst, all their hatred of the Jews was vented upon Jesus.  He bore the very sins of the religious people the Romans hated, and who hated him!  He was suffering for his Jewishness at Roman hands, and as the King of the Jews he would die, rejected by the very people who would “cut him off”.  Those they handed him over to would besiege this very city in 67-70 AD and destroy this temple and city totally.  This very palace would be the scene of carnage and massacre as Romans killed every last member of the last corrupt and evil government of the city.
4  Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him.

If he had, 'no fault in him', why was he scourged? Scourging was part of a capital punishment sentence! Pilate is saying, 'he's had enough', but he lacks the courage to say, 'enough!', himself.  He is trying to find some compassion in this crowd, but there is none, and there will be none for them at the Great White Throne, for they have opted to be judged according to their rules, rather than the Lord’s grace and mercy!  All stand without excuse before the one they abused and the one who endured this all for them.  Revelation 20:11-15.
5  Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man!

His words here are very theatrical, 'ECCE HOMO', behold the man! Look at this man, and take pity on him. The crowd shows their evil now with their repeated chant of crucify!!!  It is this lack of mercy and compassion that will come back to bite them when the city falls to the Romans in 70 AD.  The priests in the last days fled to the top story of the temple and as the Romans filled the courtyard cried out for mercy, but Titus the Roman general said contemptuously, “the days of mercy are over” and had them all killed.  The Romans will show these evil people and their children the same mercy they showed Jesus. As we look through history we will see that again and again; those who show no mercy to others and refuse to repent of their evils are often subject to the same violence and evil that they have dished out to others. 
The two most awful examples of this in the twentieth century are Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan. They showed no mercy in their conquest of others, and so when their end came, there was no easy surrender for either; they paid the ultimate price for their earlier bloody and brutal “victories”.  It is a dangerous thing to walk away from God’s standards, for the devil’s standards will always bite you badly – the wages of sin is always death!  Romans 6:23.
6  When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him.

How Pilate hated these people! Take him yourself and kill him he says in utter contempt. They couldn't and Pilate knew this. He is desperate to get rid of Jesus and in the crowd’s next cry he finds a hope of getting rid of the man.  He mocks their powerlessness, for they were unable to execute Jesus.  They needed Pilate, but on this day he also needed them to go along with him and not complain later to the Senate.
7  The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God. 8  When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid;

It is a solely religious matter. Blasphemy carried an automatic death penalty. Leviticus 24:16. It is however the crowd who is guilty of blasphemy, they are the ones trying to kill the Lord of glory. 

Pilate is worried by this claim, for other false Messiahs had created riots and troubles before; also the Caesars had started to claim to be divine, and did not want any other men to claim such a thing. Under the changing Roman practises of imperial government, and the Jewish Law, Pilate is being squeezed into a corner. ‘He ought to die’ the mob screams, and the word they select for 'die' is, apothnesko, the most violent word for death. ‘No death is too bad for this man’, they are saying. What will Pilate do now?     

Pilate was a great military man in his previous life, he had fought many battles, so he is not a coward, he is a tough soldier, but he is now a morally weak man. He values his new high position and the wealth it brings, he wants to maintain his life style, and will not risk losing his wealth and power for a trifle like the truth! Psychologically this man is a good example of the “lack of moral fibre” that can afflict the bravest and the best when they have become weakened by stress, pleasure, power, or position.
Pilate was a scared man. What was he fearful of? He was fearful of losing his money making position as Procurator! He was scared of returning to Rome in disgrace, and having his friends and family disgraced by his fall. He wasn't really scared of the Jews, for he believed he could lead his men and kill them all if he had to.  Now he was ready to do this, in fact this was his preferred option, but he was on his last warning from the Senate and the Governor of Syria. He had to avoid a violent scene, and if an innocent man had to die to preserve Pilate's life style then Jesus would die. 

Pilate didn't enjoy this, he would rather have killed the crowd, but he couldn't, without getting into even more trouble himself. As we have seen in the other passages his wife had warned him that Jesus was 'different', and he should not get involved! He knows that this is true also himself, but he is scared and felt trapped, and now that day has dawned and the crowd is gathering in size, and he is getting more and more concerned by the moment. 
Remember the Chief Priests are gathering their supporters and are ready to stage a serious riot if necessary to eliminate Jesus before the feast, which begins this afternoon at 6pm.   Between 3pm and 6pm the Pascal lambs will be killed, and just before the first one is killed the Lord will dismiss his spirit, for he is the last Pascal Lamb of God who has by then taken away the sins of the world.  The clock is ticking.
9  And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer.

“What are you, where are you really from?” This is not a question that should have needed to be asked. Pilate should have known all the facts by this point. What could the Lord have done here? As with Herod Antipas, who Pilate had sent him to earlier, would a miracle have sufficed at this point to convince Pilate? Pilate already knows the truth, but he doesn’t want to act upon it.  It is an “inconvenient truth”.  Jesus had already given the answer to that in the story of the rich man and Lazarus the beggar. Luke 16:19-31. To the pagan mind, if you are a god you would use your power for selfish ends, but that just shows how far away Pilate is from the real acceptance of truth. Miracles from God are not used for self centred means and purposes.
10  Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee?

Pilate now makes a direct appeal to Jesus to give him anything he can to save himself. Now remember this is after he has had the Lord scourged and beaten and humiliated! Pilate says, 'I have the power here, you had better talk to me!'  Jesus answer is going to be a sobering reminder of who really has the power, here and now, and forever.  This man has proven by his injustice that he is not exercising power, but acting like a thug.
11  Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin.

It is the plan of God that is being followed here, not the plan of Pilate, and the Lord reminds him that he is guilty of injustice, but the ones delivering him to Pilate will bear more guilt and suffer even greater consequences. All those involved in the Lord's death will themselves die violently also, and for the Jewish leaders and people they will lose their very national life and the temple itself. The price they will pay for killing their king will be a terrible one, as Moses had prophesied himself 1500 years before.  Deuteronomy 28:45-68. 

12  And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar.

Pilate now tries to free the Lord by negotiating with the leadership of the Jewish people behind the scenes, but they will have nothing to do with this deviousness, for they have their Master’s degrees in deviousness. This is the politician working now, and it is to late. The crowd's leaders know they have Pilate where they want him. They make it clear that they will report to Caesar his behaviour if he doesn't do what they want. Once again the issue is clear, he must do the right thing, even if it will cost him the life style he has, but he will not do it. 

13  When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. 14  And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!

Pilate now goes into the judgement hall [which has been recently fully excavated and can be seen today exposed for the first time since 70 AD when it was buried under the rubble of the defeated city]. Pilate passes the moral responsibility over to the Jewish people, even though he is still responsible and he does the killing.

15  But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar. 

The crowd condemns themselves with their chant this time, by selecting the Caesar Tiberius as their lord rather than the Lord of glory. They are clear about their desire, “Away with him, for we want nothing to do with this man!” The man they choose is Caesar, and a later one will send his legions to crush them, and the very generals who besiege and take the city will become Caesars (Vespasian, Titus, Domitian).
Like the unbeliever even today they want to eliminate him from their thinking, they want him out of their sight, as if that will permanently solve the challenge he gives them. 

Turn to and read Matthew 27:24 - 31, for here we see the last bit of theatre on Pilate's part. It is a meaningless gesture before God, who matters, but the people take responsibility and what a terrible price they and their children will pay forty years later when the Romans come and kill or enslave them all.

APPLICATION

Here we see Satan again trying to kill Jesus before He can get to the Cross and bear the sins of the world. If he can cause the Lord to die other than on the Cross he has won the angelic conflict.
The crown of thorns is symbolic of the curse of sin and the Son of Man is going to take this curse for us and pay the penalty for our sins in His own body on the tree.  Genesis 3:17-24.
At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that He is Lord. 

Man is in rebellion against God. We can expect to be persecuted as we are not of this world and are representatives of heaven on earth as seen in the Beatitudes in Matthew 5.

As we have seen throughout John's Gospel, the Lord came to die, and as John has made clear in these last chapters his death occurs in a way that people would not have expected. Every expected judicial procedure is broken, every rule is broken, every custom is put aside by the crowds and the leaders. The lust and hatred of evil men rules supreme apparently, and yet the very decisions of these men are under the control of the Lord, as he over-rules them all to ensure he goes to the cross at the right time. He does so to ensure that at the very moment the religious leaders are killing the Passover sacrifice in the temple he will give up his spirit on the cross.

Like the Pharaoh of the Exodus, Pilate is placed in a place where the Lord 'hardens his heart'. Remember the meaning of that phrase, to 'wring the water out of a wet garment', to really squeeze the contents out of a thing. The pressures do not change Pilate, they really ensure he expresses what is in his heart, and it's contents become clear here; they are the contents of a totally self centred man! Pilate is interested only in preserving his own life style, and the results of his actions here will be that he will lose everything, even his life in the end.

Note the clothing of the Lord as he goes to the cross. A purple robe, the robe of royalty. Where was it from? He did not wear such a thing in his life for to wear such a robe in public, if you were not the king, was to be put to death. Was this Pilate's robe? Very likely it was an old one of his, for as the procurator he was entitled to wear the purple. Pilate will put above his cross, 'King of the Jews', but the robe is a gentile one, recognising that he is king of all kings and lord of all lords. His crown is of box thorns, but it is referred to as the 'stephanos'(victor’s crown), rather than the 'diadema'. 

This is the victor’s crown rather than the royal crown, so that even in their mocking the soldiers have recognised that he is 'victor'. They do not know that he is victor over sin and death itself. The thorns themselves are important, for they symbolise the very curse of sin. Genesis 3:17-19. The crown indicates the point that the Lord became sin for us! But it is a victor’s crown of thorns, indicating that he is victorious over sin! His very humiliation is the sign of his victory. Whatever would have made the Roman soldiers to do this? They do something that prophetically was significant.

What do we do when we face injustice and evil in a state today as believers? We are told to follow our Lord's example in all things and we see him here not resisting the evil authority nor resisting the death penalty itself. He accepts this as part of the plan for him. 

Are we any different? As believers we are under the plan of God also, and we can relax under God's provision for us. If we are to die, we are to relax under the Lord's provision, even unto death itself.   

The only reason a person will be in Hell is that they have rejected the Lord of glory and trusted in their own works to save them. It is the evil sin of unbelief that condemns a person. John 3:16, 18, 36, 2 Thessalonians 2:12.

In time however we do 'reap as we have sowed'. We and all mankind, do suffer in time for many sins we commit in time, for the consequences of our evil acts rise up to bite us later! Job 4:8, Proverbs 22:8,  Hosea 8:7, Galatians 6:7 - 9.

1 Peter 5:6-9, must express our attitude to power or we too will be like Pilate when faced with such a choice. We must choose truth above money or power or influence. Our life style must either be based upon God's provision and grace or else it will rest upon Satan's cosmos system! We must trust the Lord to lift us up and not rest on the schemes and plans of evil men. No believer is ever to play politics as we see Pilate doing here!

PROPHECY

[1]   HE IS SCORNED

PROPHECY

Isaiah 50:6 (712 BC): I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting.
FULFILLMENT

Matthew 27:26 (32 AD): Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.
1.  Scourging involved the laceration of the body by a whip with metal spikes embedded in it to maximise trauma.

2. Jesus, who had done nothing wrong, and had been found not guilty by Pilate, was scourged as a matter of expediency.

3.  Often those scourged by the Romans died under punishment. That our Lord had been greatly weakened by this action was demonstrated by his inability to carry his cross all the way to Golgotha (Matthew 27:32).
4.  It is of interest that the person released as a result of Jesus Christ being condemned was Barabbas, whose compound name Bar Abbas means son of the Father. The son of God was a substitute for the son of the Father (2 Corinthians 5:21).
[2]   CROWN OF THORNS

PROPHECY

Jonah 2:5 (862 BC): The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped about my head.
FULFILLMENT

Matthew 27.29 (32 AD): And when they had plaited a crown of thorns they put it upon his head.

1 . The crown of thorns on the head of the Lord Jesus Christ represents the sins of the world being placed on the Saviour.

2. One of the judgments on Adam in the garden was the production of thorns. Genesis 3:17,18 states, And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 18  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;
3. It is also clear that at the second advent of our Lord the pristine nature of the world will be restored (Romans 8:19-22).
4. That the Bible mentions the weed around Jonah's head and Jonah is the only sign given to the Jews just prior to Jesus' crucifixion is significant and can be seen as a prototype of the thorns on the Saviour's brow.
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THE CRUCIFIXION

JOHN 19:16-27

16  Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away. 17  And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha: 18  Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. 19  And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS. 20  This title then read many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin. 21  Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the Jews. 22  Pilate answered, What I have written I have written. 23  Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout. 24  They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did. 25  Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. 26  When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! 27  Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home. 

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

16  Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away. 17  And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha:
We now come to the seventh sign of John's Gospel, the Cross itself. Remember John's purpose as he goes through this chapter. It is important to remember John's purpose also, that he is supplementing the other writers work, and that he is also only recording what he personally saw. 

There are four things he emphasises in the rest of this chapter of John; the actions of the soldiers, the Lord's concern for his mother, the Lord's thirst, and his final victorious cry from the cross, 'it is finished'. The pageant of smaller players on the stage is a big part of this chapter also. It began with the priests and Pilate, then moved to the soldiers, then to Joseph and Nicodemus as they seek the body and finally are granted permission to bury it just before 6pm that night. 

In verse 17 He comes bearing his own cross like a common criminal. This was the norm for Romans, as the guilty man was forced to carry and often even pay for his own execution. He would have carried only the cross beam, not the full cross as the upright stake was already in the ground ready for the crucifixion. The place chosen would have been a regular place of execution for the city of Jerusalem. Crucifixion was a terror tactic of the Romans and the place of death was chosen for maximum exposure to the population, so it would be on a low hill just outside the city walls, by a major road. The present site of the church that traditionally marks the site is most likely the real site.  It is difficult to imagine Jerusalem without the rubble of the capture of the city in 70 AD, for the entire city was levelled and the topography changed.  The site above the old bus station, so called “Gordon’s Calvary” is certainly not the site, but looks better.
Plutarch tells us how the condemned person was crucified. They were nailed to the cross piece and then hoisted up onto the upright by ropes and a peg fastened the cross piece to the upright. Their ankles were then lashed and nailed to the lower part of the upright. It was a painful death that normally took two or more days, the person died either of tetanus from the rusty nails, or of exhaustion and asphyxia. They could only breathe by lifting their whole weight up by pushing against their nailed feet, so with each breath there was overwhelming pain and distress.     

John notes, 'He went out', indicating still the Lord's purpose in all he is doing this day. He is still in control, in the midst of all the evil that Satan can throw at him. The actual place of the crucifixion is not really known. It is probably the site of the church, rather than Gordon's Calvary, as it was made to look like a skull by dynamite rather than actually being like a skull in Jesus day. The church on the traditional site was outside the old city walls and the hill it stood on may have looked like a skull in Jesus day, it is now impossible to tell due to the debris of the great siege and the two millennia since.  Modern ground penetrating radar surveys indicate that the church is on the right site.
18  Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst.

Verse 18 
There were three people to be executed that day, the other two were probably the side kicks of Barabbas.     The cross Jesus is on was the one meant for Barabbas. Jesus is placed on Barabbas’ cross in the middle of his two murderous companions. He is in the place of honour even here. Turn over to Luke 23:39 – 43. All mankind will one day be divided into the two sides of the cross as here we see portrayed, the saved on one side and the unsaved on the other.    

19  And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS. 20  This title then read many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin.

Verse 19 - 20 
Pilate wrote the title for the cross, and caused a minor uproar amongst the crowd again. But this time he is not going to be bullied; he has been told to do things by Jews once too many times this day. What he has written stays written, and is again a testimony to the world of the truth. In spite of himself Pilate now testifies to the truth!

21  Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the Jews. 22  Pilate answered, What I have written I have written.

Verses 21 - 22 
The Chief Priests anger was understandable, for Pilate has implied by this sign that they have killed their own king (which is true). Pilate is really angry here and in rage deliberately humiliates the Jewish leadership by his decision. Pilate uses legal language here, the double form of the verb 'grapho', literally, it means, what I have written stands forever!   Even Pilate is made to tell the truth about the one he will later stand before as his judge.

23  Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout. 24  They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did.

The soldiers were hardened to their execution duty; the screams and cries of the dying men were no worry or concern to them, and so they calmly took their 'execution portion', which was the clothing and belongings of the executed men. Crucified men were killed naked, the final humiliation to the Lord. Clothes were expensive items so they had value. 

Exactly as it had been prophesied the Lord's garments were dealt with. Psalm 22:18, comes true as pagan soldiers deal with their portion of the price for killing the king of glory. The word tunic may refer to the sort of clothing worn by the High Priest, and mentioned in Leviticus 16:4. The one who provided the clothing for Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:21) to wear in the garden is stripped naked to die for Adam's sin. Here we see the outward events of the cross but in the Psalms we see the total picture of the event of the cross.

Psalm 22:1 – 31. 
Read and note the points as we read this Psalm. The Lord's cries aloud from the cross, his 'roaring' (verse 1) with the pain of it all. The loneliness and agony of the cross (verse 6), the hatred of the angry bulls of men who cried out for his death (verse 12). The physical pain is described (verse 14). The effects of the beatings before the cross are outlined in Verses 15-17. 

The casual act of the soldiers is prophesied 1000 years before it occurs (verse 18). The resurrection is portrayed in verses 22 and following. Verse 24 mentions the victory that will be the Lord's after the cross.   Verses 25-31 identify the kingdom blessing won by the cross, blessing that are ours today because of the victory won there.

25  Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. 26  When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! 27  Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.

Tradition records her place of burial as Ephesus, where John went after the fall of Jerusalem, so it appears she lived until a great age and went with the believers when they fled Jerusalem to Pella, and from there to Ephesus with John. Before we move on in the Gospel story it is appropriate that we pause and pay tribute to the women who followed the Lord.

Four women are watching this terrible event. They are all called Mary. They are, Mary the Lord's mother, Mary the wife of Zebedee, whose sons are James and John, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the Lord's mother's sister in law, the wife of Cleopas. Mark 15:40 - 41, Matthew 27:55-56. 

Two of the Mary's had sons who followed the Lord.    The men are not there, except John, but the women are! The Lord's care for Mary his mother is seen here also, and this makes it clear that Joseph has been dead for some time. Even though there are other brothers the Lord places John in charge of Mary, as his brothers are at this point unbelievers, and he will not place his believing mother in their charge. 

All three phases of the Lord's life are represented in these verses, His early life with Mary his mother, His ministry with Mary of Magdala, and the future of the church with the other Mary and her sons. These were amazing women. They ministered to him. This means these women did all the work to ensure the ministry of the Lord could carry on; they washed, cooked and prayed and encouraged and they heard his words and believed them.   By the end of three years they are mature believers, while the disciples are still baby believers! 

They were busy in the spiritual and the physical ministries, and it is my experience that the two always go together! The person who won’t wash the dishes of the saints will not be spiritually mature or really useful in the spiritual arena.

After Mary and John leave there is a gap in John's record of about three hours, for it takes that time for him to settle Mary in his house in the city. John then returns to the cross and picks up his narrative from there. This gap is covered by the others, who may have been there, but were in the background. Let us put all the events together again by looking again at the cries from the cross, then go back to John 19.

APPLICATION

There were three methods of execution in the Roman Empire at the time of our Lord’s death, Suicide by slitting one’s wrists in a tub of warm water for the Roman aristocracy such as Pilate, Decapitation for the Roman citizen such as Paul, and any Roman knight which did not avail themselves of suicide, and Crucifixion for the non Roman citizen. 

It was only the latter case which would satisfy the Scriptures, specifically Psalm 22, and other places where it says that the accursed will die on a tree. Other methods like stoning, which was not available to the Jews at this time, would not have been long enough for our Lord to be judged for our sins, and also indicated legal and real guilt.

In bearing the cross after Jesus, Simon of Cyrene gave us a picture of what should characterize us as disciples of the Saviour.
If there is no free will due to the impairment of the Lord Jesus Christ by the effect of a narcotic there is no salvation so the Lord refused the narcotic wine, and bore the full pain of our sin.


It is interesting that Simon who may well be Hamitic bore the cross for our Lord, Pilate who was a Japhetic, was in the story as a ruler and condemned our Lord, and the high priests, who was Semitic, rejected our Lord on the basis of their understanding of scripture and their traditions. 

The descendants of the three sons of Noah, Ham, Shem and Japheth are then all in the scene fulfilling their type roles as given in Genesis 9:25-27. “25  And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren. 26  And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. 27  God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.

The people who said “come down and we will believe”, had had three years of miracles and testimony but had not believed.

The repentant gangster should be of great comfort to us as we see the minimal amount that a person has to do to be saved. The gangster could not be baptised or join any organisation. He was within a few short hours of death and was unable to go anywhere to offer restitution. This shows it is all of grace with God, and this man entered heaven. 

The fact that Mary was placed into the care of John, when we know that she had living children, shows that you are closer to your brethren in Christ than you are to your own blood. 

These women were successful business women also and their money kept the disciples in food and clothing through the three years of the Lord's earthly ministry. There is a very important principle here. The person up front can only function if they are totally backed up by a team of people who are financially and practically active in support ministries.

 While Mary the Lord's mother is taken away by John the other two stay by the cross and weep, and they also follow the body to ensure it is placed in a grave. These women are ready to follow the Lord's body and even rescue it from the city dump if necessary! This is the devotion they are rightly praised for.

The Lord on the Cross made seven reported utterances. The first asked the forgiveness of the Father on those who were abusing Him. We need also to have the understanding of the principle of “Vengeance is mine, I will repay says the Lord”. We should have no bitterness but love our enemies.  The justice of God will always work out, and those who walk away from God’s grace and mercy will find the awfulness of judgment, but they must not find it at our hands.  Hebrews 10:30-31, 12:27-29.  
The language is used in the superscription were the three great world languages of the time, each of them the servant of one dominant idea.
[a] Greek was the language of culture and knowledge in that realm said the inscription - Jesus was King.
[b] Latin was the language of law and government - Jesus was King there.

[c] Hebrew was the language of revealed religion - Jesus was King of there. 

Hence as Jesus Christ hung dying it was true that on his head were many crowns.   Revelation 19:12.
In prophecy we see God validating His Scriptures. In this passage we have five fulfilments of prophecy from the Old Testament. The prophecies are all over 600 years old when fulfilled with the oldest and most recent prophecies being separated in time by almost 1000 years in their being given.
PROPHECIES

[1] NUMBERED WITH THE TRANSGRESSORS

PROPHECY

Isaiah 53:12 (712 BC): "Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
FULFILLMENT

Mark 15:28 (32 AD): And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered with the transgressors.

1. When Jesus Christ was crucified he had a convicted criminal crucified on each side of him.

2. One of the felons believed during the period on the cross, whilst the other remained an unbeliever, clearly portraying the two categories of the human race (John 3:36). The believer was promised paradise by the Lord. He graphically portrays that one can do absolutely nothing for salvation other than believe or have faith in Christ

3. As the famous hymn "Rock of Ages" puts it, "Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to thy cross I cling; naked come to thee for dress, hopeless look to thee for grace. His death amongst the transgressors also shows the potential for all to be saved and that Christ died for all.

[2] PIERCED HANDS AND FEET

PROPHECY

Psalm 22:16 (1000 BC): For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.
FULFILLMENT

Matthew 27:35 (32 AD): And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet.  They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots.
1. This prophecy, dating from the time of David, is remarkable in the fact that crucifixion was not practiced in David's day by the Jews. This form of execution was used by the Phoenicians, Carthaginians and Persians in the 6th century BC.

2. It was later used by the Romans for those of non-citizen categories.  A Roman citizen was executed by sword such as in the case of Paul. Knights or the aristocracy of the Roman empire were allowed to commit suicide, as illustrated by Pilate.

3. Four types of crosses were used:

(a) Crux Simplex - the simple vertical stake.

(b) Crux Commissa - a cross shaped like a 'T'.

(c) Crux Decussata - a cross shaped like an 'X'.

(d) Crux Immissa - held by tradition to be the type of cross on which Christ died. This was confirmed by the Christian writer Ireneaus (140-202 AD).

4. The tradition of the type of cross is further strengthened by statements in Matthew 27:37; Mark 15:26; Luke 23:38 and John 19:19-22 regarding the title nailed to the cross of Christ over his head.

5. After condemnation, the person to die was made to carry the crossbeam [patibutum] to the scene of his death, not the whole cross as is usually depicted.  

The condemned was then stripped naked, laid on the ground with the crossbeam under his shoulders, and his hands tied or nailed to the cross.  The crossbar was then lifted and secured to the upright post so that the victim's feet were just above the ground.  

The main weight of the body was borne on a peg [sedile] astride which the victim sat. He died from exhaustion, thirst, or sometimes tetanus. History records numbers of occasions where over a week elapsed between crucifixion and death.

[3] MOSES LIFTING UP THE SERPENT

PROPHECY

Numbers 21:7-9 (1500 BC): Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord, and against thee; pray unto the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us.  And Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. 9 And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.
1. The Jews in the wilderness, on entering the land of Edom, started complaining to Moses regarding God. Because of this act a plague of serpents was sent among the children of Israel as a result of which many died of snakebite. Moses was instructed to construct a serpent of brass and raise it on a pole.

2. In this event we see that the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). The serpent on the pole represents sin being judged, the judgment being indicated by the fact that the serpent was made of brass.

3. Salvation from physical death was secured by faith, looking on the brass serpent.

4. The fulfilment between this action and the cross of Christ, where all sin was dealt with, is given in the following Scripture.

FULFILLMENT

John 3:14,15 (32 AD): And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

[4] DIVISION OF HIS GARMENTS

PROPHECY

 Psalm 22:18 (1000 BC): They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.

FULFILLMENT

 John 19:23.24 (32 AD): Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout. 24  They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did.
1. It was common practice at crucifixions that the clothes of the condemned person were sold by the common soldiers who attended such events.

2.The monies received from the sale of the clothes was usually spent on rough red wine which was consumed by the soldiers while they awaited the victim's death.

3. In this prophecy the great accuracy of the scriptures are seen in that the coat which was without seam was the subject of lot by dice whilst the other clothes were divided up.

[5]  DESPISED BY THE CROWD
PROPHECY

Psalm 22:7,8 (1000 BC): AII they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, 8 He trusted on the Lord, that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 27:39-43 (32 AD): And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, 40  And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross. 41  Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, 42  He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. 43  He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God.
1. The suffering of the Lord Jesus Christ was increased by the attitude of the crowd which came to see the crucifixion.  Their behaviour fulfilled the prophecy of Psalm 22:7,8 where, with their heads wagging in derision, they quoted the statement, He trusted in God, let him deliver him if he will have him.

2. Bearing in mind that the Lord was not remote from these people, as often shown in paintings, but his feet were nearly touching the earth of Golgotha, their sneering criticism must have been very hard to bear.

The people who said come down and we will believe had had three years of miracles and testimony but had not believed.

The repentant gangster should be of great comfort to us as we see the minimal amount that a person has to do to be saved. The gangster could not be baptised or join any organisation. He was within a few short hours of death and was unable to go anywhere to offer restitution. This shows it is all of grace. 

The fact that Mary was placed into the care of John when we know that she had living children show that you are closer to your brethren in Christ than you are to your own blood. 

These women were successful business women also and their money kept the disciples in food and clothing through the three years of the Lord's earthly ministry. There is a very important principle here. The person up front can only function if they are totally backed up by a team of people who are financially and practically active in support ministries.

 While Mary the Lord's mother is taken away by John the other two stay by the cross and weep, and they also follow the body to ensure it is placed in a grave. These women are ready to follow the Lord's body and even rescue it from the city dump if necessary! This is the devotion they are rightly praised for.
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THE DEATH OF JESUS

JOHN 19:28-30   [MATTHEW 27:45- 50, MARK 15:33-37, LUKE 23:44-46]   see HARMONY 74-24
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

28  After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 29  Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. 30  When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.

The Lord was completely in control of himself even though the pain was beyond words. He has been sin bearing for three hours, from 12 noon until 3pm. He is conscious that prophecy must be completely fulfilled. Turn back and look again at Psalm 42:1, 2, and 63:1. He asks for fluid to ensure he can speak aloud his last words.

He is given cheap wine by the soldiers, probably from their own issue, as the Romans ensured their men were lightly drunk when they had to do such executions. The Lord uses it to wet his lips and ensure his now swollen tongue does not stop his final victory cry, but does not take it to ease his pain, for the victory is now won.

This is the victory cry of the Lord, the sin bearing is completed, and so his earthly ministry is finished. There is double victory here, for not only does he announce the completion of the payment for sin, he also cheats the angel of death (Satan) by dismissing his own spirit, rather than letting death take him. Just so we also escape the attacks and torments of the angel of death, for we do not see death, but we see Jesus. John 8:51, Acts 7:51ff.  

It is noted that the word “Teleo”, which means to be finished, is in the Perfect Passive Indicative, the perfect tense indicating that it has been finished in the past with the result it is finished forever.  The rule of sin and death over mankind is forever over – the power is now available to all mankind because of Jesus actions. The passive voice shows that it has received finishing and the indicative mood is the reality of it being completed. The cry says that it is finished once and for all or paid in full. 

APPLICATION

In this section we have the last four cries by our Lord from the Cross. 

1.
My God, My God why has thou forsaken me [Matthew, Luke], 
2.
I thirst [John] , 
3.
It is finished, [John] 
4.
Father into thy hands I dismiss my spirit [Luke]. 
This shows the importance of a Harmony of the Gospels to get the complete picture.

It is also noted that the first cry was, “Father forgive them for they do not know what they do”. Here therefore we see the perfect relation between the Jesus Christ and God, that having being broken during the bearing of the sins of the world is now fully restored after that period, with the prayer for the lost, and the final victory phrase, “Father into thy hands I dismiss my spirit”.

For all those in Christ Jesus there is security from any upset with death. We are able to relax with God's timetable for our death, and his means of taking us home. Death for the believer is a home coming to Jesus, rather than a 'taking' from life.  Psalm 68:20, 116:15.
In all cases other than suicide, death is when life is taken from a person, and would reflect the passive voice in a verb. However it is noted that Jesus Christ was active in His death, indicating that He as the God man was absolutely in conformity with the Father as to the exact moment of His death.

There is a parallelism between the Cross and the Levitical offerings with the flat plate offering corresponding with the three hours when the sacrifice was able to be seen and the oven period where the Lord was hidden from view.

We notice that the Lord constantly fulfilled prophecy throughout His incarnation, right to the last breath he exhaled.

[1] COMMITTAL OF HIS SPIRIT

PROPHECY

 Psalm 31:5 (1 000 BC): Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, 0 Lord God of truth.

FULFILLMENT

Luke 23:46 (32AD): And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.

The perfect accord between the action of the Son and the will of the Father is shown in the fulfilment of this prophecy.  The Father had provided a body for the Son at the beginning of the first advent (Hebrews 10:5), now at the end of this period the Lord Jesus Christ returns his life to the Father.

[2] THIRST ON THE CROSS

PROPHECY

 Psalm 69:21 (1000 BC): They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.
FULFILLMENT

 John  19:28-30  (32  AD):  After  this, Jesus  knowing that all  things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 29 Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a sponge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. 3O When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.

1. The timing of the tasting of the vinegar or rough red wine mixed with gall is important. As can be seen by the prophecy and fulfilment above, the Lord Jesus Christ tasted and therefore fulfilled the prophecy immediately before he died physically. Having tasted the wine and gall Jesus Christ said "It is finished" and died.

2. The Jews had attempted to give Jesus this mixture to drink just prior to his crucifixion. However, he had refused because the mixture was a narcotic and could have affected the free will of our Lord which would have made the judgment of God on him null and void.

3. This time is given in Matthew 27:33,34  And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull, 34 They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink.
[3] DARKNESS
PROPHECY

Amos 8:9 (787 BC): And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord God, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 27:45 (32AD): Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.

1 . One of the prophecies fulfilled to the very hour was that darkness should cover the earth at noon.

2. Unnatural darkness commenced over the earth at the sixth hour (or 12 noon) and lasted until the ninth hour (3pm).  This darkness obscured mankind's view of the Lord Jesus Christ being judged for the sins of the world.

3. The cross is pictured in the Levitical offerings of Leviticus 2:4-7 4 "And if thou bring an oblation of a meat offering baken in the oven, it shall be unleavened cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, or unleavened wafers anointed with oil. 5And K thy oblation be a meat offering baken in a pan, it shall be of fine flour unleavened, mingled with oil. 6Thou shalt part it in pieces, and pour oil thereon: it is a meat offering. 7And 0 thy oblation be a meat offering baken in the frypan, it shall be made of fine flour with oil."

4.  We have three categories of offerings in this passage:

(a) The oven where the offering was hidden from sight.

(b) The flat-plate or pan where the offering was seen.

(c) The frying-pan where the offering was part hidden, part seen.

5. In all cases the offering was of fine flour, of the highest quality, without leaven (or sinless) but with added oil, which represents the power of the Holy Spirit.

6. The frying-pan represents the whole cross period; the flat-plate the first three hours; and the oven the last three hours.

7. We also learn from the offering that it was the offering only which was tested by fire. 

The person who brought the offering was not judged. In a similar way we are unable to assist God in any way in salvation. 

All we can do is acquire salvation by faith.

[4] CRY FROM THE CROSS

PROPHECY

Psalm 22:1 (1000 BC): My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
FULFILLMENT

 Matthew 27:46 (32 AD): And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
1 . During the six hours from 9am to 3pm on the day of his crucifixion, seven phrases were offered by the Lord.

2. The above prophecy was fulfilled with the fourth phrase.  The cries from the cross were as follows:

[a] Father forgive them for they know not what they do (Luke 23:32-34). Jesus had been treated totally unfairly yet he did not become bitter or resentful. He was about to be judged for these sins as well as all the other sins of the world, and in grace asked God the Father to forgive them. It is of importance to note that at this point he addresses the Father with the title 'Father' (see F62).

(b) His second cry was a statement to the repentant gangster crucified next to him. Today shalt thou be with me in paradise (Luke 23:43). (see G64).

(c) His third phrase was addressed to Mary his mother. Woman behold thy son. Then said he to the disciple, Behold thy mother (John 19:26,27). Even in his extremity he provided for his family.  In this case he handed over protection of Mary to John his disciple. Under the concept of the fifth commandment, Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee (Exodus 20:12), it is of interest that of all the disciples, John appears to have lived by far the longest. The Book of Revelation, written by John on the island of Patmos, is usually dated at 96 AD, indicating that at that time he would have been in his mid-80's.  His days had certainly been long.

(d) The fourth cry was one of great anguish, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? (Matthew 27:46).

No longer is it 'Father'.  Jesus Christ cried with a loud voice, or screamed, My God, My God.  God had forsaken him because he was being judged for the sins of the world at this point (2 Corinthians 5:21).

(e) The fifth phrase completed another requirement of fulfilment of prophecy, I thirst (John 19:28).  This action confirmed the prophecy of Psalm 69:21 (see G77).

[f]  The sixth cry was a shout of triumph: It is finished (Johnl9:30). Salvation was complete: the payment for sin had been made in full. The work that the Lord Jesus Christ had come to accomplish on earth was complete. Satan was a totally defeated foe.

(g) The final phrase was: Father into thy hands I commit my spirit (Luke 23:46). Again, the statement is addressed to God, using the title Father, showing that the total close intimate relationship between the Father and the Son had been restored (see G73).

DOCTRINES

CHRIST – HYPOSTATIC UNION: GOD-MAN   
GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD

SALVATION – SIN: BARRIER BETWEEN MAN AND GOD

SALVATION – EXPIATION AND PROPITIATION

BLOOD SACRIFICE

TAKING DOWN FROM CROSS AND BURIAL

JOHN 19:31-42   [MATTHEW 27:57-61, MARK 15:42-47, LUKE 50-56] – see HARMONY 74-24
31  The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 32  Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him. 33  But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: 34  But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. 35  And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. 36  For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken. 37  And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced. 38  And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus. 39  And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight. 40  Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury. 41  Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. 42  There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

31  The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.

We now see the attitudes of three groups of people. The new day, according to Jewish time begins at 6pm that day and it is the holy day of Passover. The lambs are being killed for Passover from 3pm onwards. It is important that all bodies are out of public places before 6pm, or the holy day is defiled by their presence. 

Those who are dead in their trespasses and sins are asking for the body of the one who has just paid for their sins to be taken down so that their ritual of Passover can continue; the very ritual which speaks of him! The breaking of the legs put the condemned men into shock, and also stopped them lifting themselves to breath and so they suffocated. It was designed to kill them quickly, but still with ultimate pain. There was no merciful spear thrust, except to confirm death.
32  Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him. 33  But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: 34  But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. 35  And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. 36  For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken. 37  And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced.

The Lord is already dead, but the Romans are careful people, they know that condemned men have tried to escape before, so they ensure he is dead by a spear thrust. This leaves no room for the 'swoon theory' of the resurrection, the Lord is truly dead, the only way he can rise bodily from the dead is supernaturally! 

John is an eye-witness of these events, and he makes it very clear he saw this. His reason was that many claimed in his day that Jesus was a ghost, not truly human at any point, but he was 'a god'. John records that Jesus heart is broken and that the blood had separated into red and white vessels within his pericardium and so the spear releases it all onto the ground but in two separate liquids. His death is as real as his life has been, and his resurrection will be equally real.

John records that like the Pascal lamb he was perfect, no bone was broken, even though he had been badly beaten, and they looked upon the one they pierced. Exodus 12:46, Numbers 9:12, Psalm 34:20, Zechariah 12:10, Revelation 1:7. Only Almighty God could organise an event like this. Everything fits together and it all went to produce our salvation.    The work of sin bearing is done, and our salvation is won.

At this point where is the Lord? His body is on the cross, but where is he? Remember the Lord's words, when he told the story of the rich man and Lazarus; that the dead go to the waiting place called Hades. 

In this place, up until this time there were two divisions, the first for believers called 'Abraham's Bosom', or Paradise, the second the place where the unbelievers await the last judgement, called 'Torments', or Hell. The Lord went to Hades to announce his victory. Let us look at the scriptures to see that.

1. 
He preached victory to all the dead, and announced his victory even to the imprisoned angels to remind them that they will be judged. Colossians 2: 15, 2 Peter 2:14, Jude 6, 1 Peter 3:18 - 20.
2. 
He then led the righteous dead to heaven to be with God forever. He empties the Paradise section of Hades.   Ephesians 4:8.
Now, while all this is going on in Hades there is a debate over the Lord's body on earth. The normal plan for the bodies of criminals was that they were thrown on the town waste dump to be eaten by the rats and dogs.   Family were however able to claim the body and give it burial, and recently archaeologists have uncovered the grave of a crucified man, with the nail still embedded in his ankle.  He was buried with the rusty nail still pinning his ankles together, but family had clearly been able to bury him. 

To even touch a dead body rendered the Jew unclean for seven days. Numbers 9:4 -12, 19:11. This is important to realise when we see the action of Nicodemus and Joseph of Aramathea, for both will forgo their right to eat the Passover with their families this year by their work with the body of Jesus, but seven days later will celebrate resurrection faith in their delayed Passover Meal.

38  And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus. 39  And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight. 

The disciples have scattered, but these two men come out publicly and ask to bury the Lord's body. At a time of great fear these men do two things that will render them ceremonially unclean; they enter a Gentile house, and they handle a dead body. 

They put their rights aside, they forget themselves, and they think only of their Lord and honouring him, even if it costs them their lives. They personally provide all that will be needed for burial, probably using their own supplies put aside for their own burial.   

In this day you would have to save for years, putting aside bandages for the body and spices worth thousands of dollars.   These were kept in the rock cut prepared tombs, ready for the body to arrive and be dressed for burial. These men may not have known that they were both disciples until they laboured over the Lord's body together in the growing darkness of that Passover night.    What they did is described in the next verses.

40  Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury. 41  Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. 42  There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand.

Matthew records that the tomb was Joseph's own tomb. Matthew 27:60. They wound his body with perfume/spice soaked linen bandages. This was done on a stone table with a small basin, filled with spices, through which the bandages were drawn.   Examples of this form of tomb are seen in Israel today at some archaeological sites. 
It was an Egyptian way of burial that was popular with the wealthy at this time. The head was not done this way, at this time, but was covered with a square of cloth like a handkerchief. This is the same way that Lazarus was buried.    Turn back and read John 11:44. This is why when Lazarus staggers out of the grave the Lord orders him cut free quickly or he would have suffocated. The weight of the spices used could have been as high as 25 kgs! Hundreds of metres of bandages would have been used.      

They worked away until the light failed and then they left. Three days and nights would pass until they could return.    Passover began at 6pm that night, and it was looked upon as a holy Sabbath, then the next day was the first day of the feast of Unleavened Bread, another holy Sabbath, then came the ordinary Sabbath. It would not be until that Sabbath night (6pm Saturday) that people would be out and about again. It would not be until first light of the next morning that the disciples would approach the tomb again. 
It would not be until early on the Sunday morning, the dawn of the Feast of First Fruits that the women would return to the tomb and the men probably planned to return to complete their work. John moves straight on to this day but let us pause and remind ourselves of events between the trial and the resurrection.

APPLICATION

God often provides assistance from unusual and unexpected quarters, as in the case of Joseph of Arimathaea, who had prepared his tomb and was a secret disciple. In order that Scripture might be fulfilled God had already prepared this and all phases of the Lord’s ministry.

God knows our every action in the Plan of God, and His Plan will be completed on time and in complete accordance with His requirements.  The only question for us, is will we be blessed in the process, or will we be sidelined.
The Messiah, who was born of a virgin and had gone forth anointed by Jehovah, healing the sick, giving sight to the blind, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom had died at last on the cross for sinners. Now his body lay in a tomb and no one knew if redemption was a completed fact or not.
If He had not come forth from the tomb there would be no evidence that the sin question had been settled. His resurrected body would be proof of the complete success of His mission and a guarantee of our salvation.

The Messiah is demonstrated to be dead so the swoon theory is seen as false. The Centurion had seen the death of many people and would not be fooled by a person fainting. The blood clots and serum is undeniable evidence of the physical death of Jesus Christ.

DOCTRINES

CHRIST – SACRIFICE OF CHRIST 

CHRIST TYPES – PASSOVER AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA 

CHAPTER 20

VISIT OF THE WOMEN AND CHRIST’S APPEARANCE

JOHN 20:1-18   [MATTHEW 28:1-10, MARK 16:1-11, LUKE 24:1-12]   see HARMONY 74-25
1  The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. 2  Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the LORD out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him. 3  Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre. 4  So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. 5  And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. 6  Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie, 7  And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. 8  Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. 9  For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead. 10  Then the disciples went away again unto their own home. 11  But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, 12  And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 13  And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my LORD, and I know not where they have laid him. 14  And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 15  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. 16  Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. 17  Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. 18  Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the LORD, and that he had spoken these things unto her.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

John introduces in these last two chapters the appearances of the Lord that the other disciples do not mention in their Gospel accounts. Remember that John's purpose is supplementary. This is also a very personal account and so John starts by telling how he came to know for sure of the Lord's resurrection.

1  The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. 2  Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the LORD out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him. 

Mary Magdalene came with the other women to the tomb just before dawn on the Sunday morning. Note in verse 2 she uses the word 'we', indicating there were at least three of them. They came as soon as they could see their way in the dark of the early dawn. 

John centres on Mary's account as she was the one who felt the most gratitude for what the Lord had done for her.  It may also be that she was close to John and may have been part of his later life in Jerusalem and even been there through until the flight from Jerusalem in 67 AD.  John is very fond of this woman, as her love for the Lord was the most like his own love for the Lord.  Only in heaven will we understand their relationship as brethren in the Lord.  Note the time also, John records it as 'early', which under the Roman watch system was around 6am.   

The women, Mary of Magdala leading, come ready to complete the task of anointing the body of the Lord. They know the two men have done the major part but they wish to bring their testimony of love also. They find the stone already rolled back as the dawn breaks. The tomb is already empty. The angel announces that the Lord is risen already. Turn to Matthew for the rest of the story.

Matthew notes the earthquake, the angel’s announcement, and Mary Magdalene's hasty return, at the run, to the house of John where Peter is staying, to tell the others that the Lord has, as far as she knows, been 'taken'. The body is missing. She is in a highly charged emotional state, but young and very fit. She is going to run back with John and Peter and keep up with them both.  John and she will run step for step, with the older Peter a little behind.
3  Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre. 4  So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. 

Mary's report does not give any other details, other than that the tomb is empty. She has not looked carefully inside, she was too over-wrought at the time and the evidence must sink in slowly with her this day. She has heard the angel, yet she has not heard the angel; it is all too good to be true, in her confused state, she sticks with her suspicions rather than the words of the angel. Her interpretation at this point is that 'they have taken him'. Who are 'they'? Possibly the chief priests and their troops, or possibly the angels had 'taken him'.      

Peter is obviously staying with John and his family in the city, with the women there also most likely, and the language of this verse tells us that they both set out running immediately for the tomb. John is younger and fitter and gets there first, with Peter a little bit behind running step by step with Mary.  Mary’s experience is very much that of a traumatized person, who is facing something that doesn't make sense at all, and she is processing slowly the facts.  
5  And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. 6  Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie, 7  And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. 

John pauses at the door of the tomb and looks around, in caution, but also to take in the scene so he can work out what has happened, for he also is overwrought by events and now exhausted by the early morning run. He looks in and sees the stone shelf on which the body had lain, which now has the intact mound of bandages upon it, but he does not go in, through shock and wonder. What has gone on? Peter however, true to his nature rushes straight in and really stares at the mound of grave clothes. 

The Greek word used for John's first look in is 'blepo' which means to glance at, but the word for Peter's looking is 'theoreo', meaning to really look and think about. As they both have looked now, they also see the cloth that covered the head neatly folded and placed in a separate place. Now they see the full picture; the bandages, still in the shape of a headless body have collapsed under the weight of the spices as if the body has vaporised through them. The grave clothes are in the shape of an Egyptian mummy but there is no body within them.

8  Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. 9  For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead. 

John now enters the tomb itself, and he notes simply that he 'saw and believed'. The verb for see here is the ancient verb, 'eido', which means to see with absolute surety and understanding. John saw the arrangement of the grave clothes and knew absolutely that the only explanation was that the Lord had risen supernaturally from the dead.     The grave clothes could not be in the shape they were without the body having vaporized and passed through them.  There were no cut and torn bandages, and the napkin is folded with care and laid aside.  The verbs used tell the story – blepo – theoreo – eido.  From quick look to thoughtful look to full comprehension – a miracle has occurred.
John notes that even though they were now sure he had risen, they didn't fully understand the implications, nor see all the scriptures that pointed to it, nor see why it had happened, and what it meant for them. Once again we see the hallmark of truth here. They will have to understand things slowly, there is no flash of light and they know everything, for that is mythic and nonsense, this is truth!  This is not written as a fairy tale, but as a record of men’s experiences facing the unique event in history.  When we face events that have no precedents we have to move slowly to assimilate the truth and work out what it means.  That is what we see here.
Marsh comments, "By this he means his readers to understand that this was the point at which the beloved disciple really came to believe in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God. That the one who could thus be free from death must be what he had been claiming to be, the very Son of God." John knew that no human hands could have got the body out of those grave clothes leaving them intact as they were. Only God could have done this; it was therefore as the angel had announced to Mary. They left the scene with more questions than answers, for he was risen but where had he gone?    

10  Then the disciples went away again unto their own home. 

They return to John's house knowing that this was the site of, or close to the house of the Last Supper, and that if the Lord was going to find them he would go there. Mary waits by the tomb, still wondering what has happened, and sadly the men don't tell her their conclusions!!! Each of them is lost in their own world, and each are facing their own questions, and they are not sharing their insights as they should have at this point.  Shock makes this understandable.  Mary's love for the Lord is second to none, and so she stays there waiting for something to happen or someone to tell her more. Her love has it's reward, and it is to her that the Lord appears first!
11  But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, 12  And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 13  And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my LORD, and I know not where they have laid him. 14  And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 

Mary still thinks the Lord has been taken away by someone, be they angelic or human, and she is going to sit here until someone gives her some answers. She hasn't even looked into the tomb yet, but now the men have gone she looks in and sees two angels, who she asks to give her the information she seeks. In effect she says to them, “where is he?”  The fact that the angels are sitting where he had been laid should have told her something, but she has eyes for the Lord alone. 

She could care less for angels, she wants to find her Lord!   This is a woman who is absolutely focused upon her Lord, and nothing, not even an angelic messenger will move her! They ask her, 'why are you still weeping?' Note that, they indicate that she hasn't been listening. There is no need to weep at this point, for the Lord has risen. She doesn't even wait for them to answer, for she sees a man out of the corner of her eye walking in the garden. She leaves the angels and approaches the man, who asks her the same question that the angels have done.
15  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. 16  Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. 17  Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. 18  Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the LORD, and that he had spoken these things unto her.

For the second time she is asked. 'Why are you still crying?' But then the Lord asks her the next question, 'who are you looking for?' She is still completely focused on the Lord she knew, and where his body is. Women were not highly regarded in the ancient world; they were treated as second class citizens, and their testimony was not asked for in a court. From a practical viewpoint there was no point in the Lord appearing to Mary, for her testimony would not be regarded by the people. The Lord appears to her, and to the others, not on the advice of publicity experts, nor with an eye to convincing a crowd, for the Lord knows that those who reject Moses and the Prophets will not hear a man raised from the dead either.    Luke 16:17-31.
He appears to Mary because of her love for him. There is an important principle here. The Lord seeks those who will love him above all else. The Lord is the most real to those who love him most! Mary is a standing rebuke to us all, for she shows the sort of love and devotion we need to have towards out Lord. We often complain about the lack of reality we feel in our Christian life, and in Mary we see how to remedy the problem; increase our loving devotion to the Lord and we will experience the increasing reality of our walk with him.

Mary doesn't recognise it is the Lord when he first speaks. The reason is physical; it is just after dawn and the shadows are long on the ground, she has been crying and isn't looking or thinking with 100% clarity either. Notice she doesn't even use the Lord's name, just says, 'him'; 'where have you taken him?'  She is so occupied with thoughts of the Lord that she expects everyone to know who she is talking about.  She isn't even looking at the man she thinks is the gardener as he speaks, but when she hears her name said, as only the Lord said it, she spins around. 

From the Lord's words in verse 17, I suspect she was airborne as soon as she heard her name, and she just clung to the Lord tight as she could. The best picture of this would be for parents who have been away from their children and then come home, and the little ones just throw themselves at their parent, and cling to them. Jesus has to say, 'stop clinging to me!' 

Her title for the Lord is the respectful 'Rabboni', meaning, 'My Rabbi/teacher'. Mary is obviously used to hugging the Lord when she sees him. The Lord has to tell her that now there is a new relationship, he is ascending to heaven and she won’t be hugging him again, she will be now at a distance in worship. The Lord is getting her used to the fact that the greatest change in the spiritual history of the world has occurred, and more great events are about to happen.    

He will be absent from them from the ascension onwards, and they won’t be hugging him again, they will be worshipping him, but she gets the last hug in before this. Mary is given the job now to announce the resurrection fully and completely. She was the first to announce the empty tomb, now she is to be the one to announce the bodily resurrection, that the Lord has risen in a new body unlike anything they have ever known before. As a woman her testimony will not be regarded by many, but she will give it, and challenge them all by giving it! The Lord’s first action on resurrection is to underline the equality of men and women before God.   1 Corinthians 12:12-13, Galatians 3:27-29.
APPLICATION

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESURRECTION

Without the Resurrection it would be impossible for Christ to be glorified. Jesus Christ has to have a body for His glorification. His deity could not, and would not die. 

Human beings are said to be less than the angels yet with a resurrection body we become superior to them.

Without the resurrection there would have been no giving of the Holy Spirit. John 7:39  - The spirit was not yet given because Christ had not been glorified. When the Holy Spirit came His work was to glorify Christ. John 14:16.
Resurrection means never to die again. He went to heaven as a member of the human race. The seating at the right hand of the Father is as a man in a resurrection body.  Get a glimpse of this truth – but recognize it is too wonderful to fully comprehend.
Resurrection is the guarantee of ultimate sanctification.   Philippians 3:21, 1 Corinthians 15:20-23.
Without resurrection there is no priesthood. Jesus Christ is going to be a priest, and as He has an eternal priesthood He must have a human body and that body is a resurrection body.   Hebrews 7:4-5, 10:5, 10:10-14.
Without resurrection there is no Mediatorship. A mediator has equality with both parties therefore the God man must have a human body.

Without resurrection there is no fulfilment of the Davidic and Palestinian covenants. David was promised in 1 Samuel 7 the provision of a king descended from him who would reign forever. As seen in Matthew 1 and Luke 3, Jesus Christ was descended from David. He as King of the Jews will reign forever only if he has a resurrection body.

Therefore without a physical, bodily resurrection there would have been no Christianity. 

The Greek, Roman and Jewish beliefs were similar, as to the fate of the dead. They all shared a belief in an after-life, either as a place of non-existence, or as a place of the 'shades', the ghosts of people, existing in a shadowy place. The beliefs of mankind today remain split into the same two camps, or schools of thought. Christianity with it's emphasis upon the resurrection message had a direct appeal to those who believed in some form of after-life, but was rejected totally by the philosophers who believed in extinction. This is demonstrated best at Athens.

This is the event that made the early church, and the certainty of this was the heart and message of their preaching. They preached the physical, bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. They were transformed by it and they transformed the world as they lived and preached in the power of it. They taught the "good news" that sin and death were defeated on the cross, and that power was available for all who would heed the work of God upon them and surrender to him as Saviour and Lord over their lives, now and forever.   

They were a people with the message of the resurrection on their minds and lips at all times, and with heaven in their hearts. The reality of this message meant they would calmly go to their deaths as martyrs. There were so many witnesses to the resurrection in the early years of the church that the Jewish authorities had to resort to vigorous persecution to try to stamp the faith out. Remember to be careful of language here; it was not 'the Jews' who killed Jesus! It was the leadership and their unbelieving followers. 

All the Lord's followers were Jewish, and the common people from amongst the Jews, 'heard him gladly'. Don't let the message of the cross sound anti-Semitic, it is not. He died as the 'King of the Jews', as their Messiah, and he will return again to rule them. Jews are not 'Christ killers', they are, like all other peoples, either saved or lost, and both groups exist within them, right through until today. 

This is one of the proofs of the veracity of the resurrection accounts. These people didn't really expect a physical bodily resurrection, they thought that he was dead, and that if the body was gone from the tomb, it was to be found somewhere in Palestine! In the post-trauma of the cross they have all forgotten that he said he would rise from the dead. The irony of this is that the chief priests remember when the disciples don't!

PROPHECY

RESURRECTION

PROPHECY

 Psalm 16:10 (1000 BC): For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

FULFILLMENTS

Matthew 28: 5 -7 (32 AD) And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. 6  He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 7  And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you.

Acts 2: 25 - 31 (32 AD): For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: 26  Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: 27  Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 28  Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance. 29  Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 30  Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an  oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would  raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 31  He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.
Acts 13: 35 - 37 (32 AD): Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 36  For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption: 37  But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption.
1. The resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ was prophesied by David. That the prophecy dealt with Jesus Christ and not David is shown in Acts 2 and 13, where David and Christ are contrasted.

2. Having conquered death, the Lord rose from the dead and was seen on numerous occasions before he ascended into heaven.  They include:

(a)
Mary Magdalene (John 20:14-18).

(b)
Women returning from the tomb (Matthew 28:8-10).

(c)
Couple on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-31).

(d)
Peter (Luke 24:34).

(e) 
Ten disciples (Luke 24:36-43).

[f] 
Disciples including Thomas (John 20:24-29).

(g)
Lake Tiberius appearance (John 21:1-23).

(h)
To the 500 (1 Corinthians 15:6).

(i)
To James (1 Corinthians 15:7).

[j]
Disciples at the ascension (Acts 1:3-12).

(k)
Stephen (Acts 7:55).

(l)
Paul on the Damascus road (Acts (:3-6).

(m)
Paul in the Temple (Acts 22:17-21).

(n)
Paul at night (Acts 23:1 1).

(o)
John on Patmos (Revelation 1:10-19).

3.
In addition to the eyewitness reports other proof of the resurrection includes:

(a)
An empty tomb (Matthew 28).

(b)
Changes to the disciples after the resurrection.

(c)
The giving of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

(d)
The observance of the first day of the week as a worship day.

(e)
The existence of the Church.

Without the resurrection it was impossible for Jesus Christ to be glorified.  In the resurrection body Jesus Christ as a member of the human race, became superior to angels.

DOCTRINES

GOD – PLAN OF GOD   

WEEPING   

RESURRECTION

CHRIST – RESURRECTION BODY

CHRIST – MEDIATORSHIP

CHRIST – PROPHET, PRIEST, AND KING

COVENANT – DAVIDIC COVENANT

MARY – SEVEN DIFFERENT WOMEN

HARMONISATION

If people cite contradictions in the Gospels it is usually these passages that are given. There are a number of places where there are apparent contradictions, but they evaporate with study of the Harmony.

RESURRECTION MORNING

SCRIPTURES  - MATTHEW 28:1-10, MARK 16:1-11, LUKE 24:1-12, JOHN 20:1-18

INTRODUCTION

In order to get clarification certain facts need to be established.  There are a number of women involved and they receive the news that Christ is risen from the Lord Himself and from angels.
The eleven apostles with additional believers are recipients of the good news but they do not believe what the women say.  It is highly likely that the apostles plus others are scattered throughout Jerusalem, staying in different homes.

We know that Peter and John were together and were apparently the only apostles to visit the tomb.  It appears that they were closer to the tomb than the others as Mary Magdalene returns to the tomb and after their departure from the tomb meets the risen Lord.  She is the first to see Jesus.

Some commentators say that the young man in white is Mark but if Mary is the first to see Jesus it would appear that the young man is an angelic being in the form of a man.  All angels from a scriptural viewpoint are seen to be male.  The earthquake that occurred when the mighty angel came to the tomb predated the original arrival of the women at the sepulchre.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

[1] WOMEN GO TO THE TOMB

Mary Magdalene with a number of women head for the tomb very early on Sunday. The fact that she was not alone is seen in John 20 verse 2 where she uses the plural ‘we’ when reporting to Peter and John.

They start their journey in the dark and are concerned how they will access the tomb but on arrival find that the stone has been rolled away.
As Mary Magdalene is the first one to see the Lord we note that John in his gospel mentions only Mary coming to the tomb but this does not exclude the rest of the women being there as stated in the other accounts. 

It is equivalent to attending a function where the Queen is present. One may say the Queen was there but this does not mean that she was there alone.

MATTHEW 28:1  In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. 

MARK 16:1  And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him. 2  And very early in the morning the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. 3  And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre? 4  And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away: for it was very great.

LUKE 24:1  Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them. 2  And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. 

JOHN 20:1  The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.

HARMONY

THE WOMEN GO TO THE SEPULCHRE TO ANOINT THE BODY OF JESUS WITH SPICES

Early of the first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James, and Salome and others, starting while it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, that they might come and anoint him they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?  And they found on arrival the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. 

[2]  METHOD OF OPENING THE TOMB HAD BEEN A GREAT EARTHQUAKE

The Angel who was involved with moving the stone is said to have kept on sitting on the stone – Imperfect tense of kathemai. He was waiting to tell the women about the resurrection of the Lord. 

As he was sitting and the rock had already moved the earthquake reported in Matthew had occurred before the arrival of the women.

It is noted that it had caused the guard to faint with fear. It is also noted that the guard did not challenge the women showing that they were unconscious during the time of their visit and the subsequent visit of Peter and John. 

This ties in with their excuse later in Matthew where they said the disciples stole the body while they slept. Matthew 28:13   Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him away while we slept.
THE EARTHQUAKE THE ANGEL AND THE GUARD

MATTHEW 28: 2  And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. 3  His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: 4  And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men. 

THE ANGEL WHO MOVED THE STONE TELLS THEM

MATTHEW 28:5  And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. 6  He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 7  And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you. 

HARMONY

THE EARTHQUAKE THE ANGEL AND THE GUARD

And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:  And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men. 

THE ANGEL INVITES THE WOMEN TO SEE INTO THE TOMB

And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you. 

[3]  MESSENGERS IN THE TOMB

MARK 16:5  And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. 6  And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him. 7  But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.  

LUKE 24:3  And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus. 4  And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments: 5  And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? 6  He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, 7  Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again. 8  And they remembered his words, 

HARMONY

THE MESSAGE FROM THE TOMB

And entering into the sepulchre and found not the body of the Lord Jesus, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him. But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.

And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments: And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again. And they remembered his words

[4]  THE WOMEN LEAVE THE TOMB

Here the women in a state of excitement leave the tomb and hurry off to tell the eleven apostles and all the rest. On the way they did not stop to tell anyone as they were totally focussed on telling the brethren.

MARK 16:8  And they went out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre; for they trembled and were amazed: neither said they any thing to any man; for they were afraid.
LUKE 24:9  And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest.
HARMONY

THE WOMEN LEAVE THE TOMB

And they went out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre; for they trembled and were amazed: neither said they any thing to any man; for they were afraid and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest.
[5]  MARY MAGDALENE GOES TO PETER AND JOHN WHO VISIT THE TOMB, SEE NO BODY AND RETURN HOME

LUKE 24:12  Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to pass.

JOHN 20: 2  Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the LORD out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him. 3  Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre. 4  So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. 5  And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. 6  Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie, 7  And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. 8  Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. 9  For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead. 10  Then the disciples went away again unto their own home. 

HARMONY 

PETER AND JOHN VISIT THE TOMB 

Then Mary Magdalene runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the LORD out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him. Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre. 

So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. 

Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and stooping down seeth the linen clothes laid by themselves and the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself and departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to pass.

Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead. Then the disciples went away again unto their own home.
[6]  MARY MAGDALENE MEETS JESUS

Here we see Mary Magdalene having followed Peter and John back to the tomb now amid weeping looks into the tomb. She still does not understand that the Lord is risen but is now the first one to see the risen Lord.

We note also that Christ rose of the first day of the week, on the Sunday.

MARK 16:9  Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils. 

JOHN 20:11  But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, 12  And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 13  And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my LORD, and I know not where they have laid him. 14  And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 15  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. 16  Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. 17  Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. 

HARMONY

JESUS APPEARS TO MARY MAGDALENE

Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils.

After the departure of Peter and John Mary stood without the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre and seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my LORD, and I know not where they have laid him. 

And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? Whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. 

Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. 

[7]  MARY MAGDALENE GOES BACK TO THE DISCIPLES AGAIN

Mary Magdalene now returns to tell the disciples who are still mourning and weeping that she has seen Jesus alive but they do not believe her.

MARK 16:10  And she went and told them that had been with him, as they mourned and wept. 11  And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and had been seen of her, believed not.

JOHN 20:18  Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the LORD, and that he had spoken these things unto her.

HARMONY

MARY MAGDALENE VISITS THE DISCIPLES AGAIN

Mary Magdalene came as the disciples mourned and wept and told them that she had seen the LORD, that she had been with him and that he had spoken these things unto her. And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and had been seen of her, believed not.

[8]  THE LORD APPEARS TO THE OTHER WOMEN

As the Lord appeared to the women and it is noted that Mary Magdalene was the first one to see the risen Lord it is concluded that the Mary had left the other women who were running to see another group of believers and had had enough time to tell Peter and John, followed them to the Tomb and remained after the Apostles had left.

From this it is clear the other women had considerably further to travel before they reached the other believers and that the place where John and Peter were staying was near the tomb.

MATTHEW 28:8  And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word. 9  And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him. 10  Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.

HARMONY 

THE LORD APPEARS TO THE OTHER WOMEN

And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word. And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him. Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.
[9]  SUMMARY OF THE APOSTLES UNBELIEF

MARK 16:10 It was Mary Magdalene and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles. 11  And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not. 

HARMONY

SUMMARY OF THE APOSTLES UNBELIEF

It was Mary Magdalene and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles.  And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not. 

COMPOSITE HARMONY

THE WOMEN GO TO THE SEPULCHRE TO ANOINT THE BODY OF JESUS WITH SPICES

Early of the first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James, and Salome and others, starting while it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, that they might come and anoint him they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?  And they found on arrival the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. 

THE EARTHQUAKE THE ANGEL AND THE GUARD

And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:  And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men. 

THE ANGEL INVITES THE WOMEN TO SEE INTO THE TOMB

And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you. 

THE MESSAGE FROM THE TOMB

And entering into the sepulchre and found not the body of the Lord Jesus, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him. But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.

And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments: And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again. And they remembered his words

THE WOMEN LEAVE THE TOMB

And they went out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre; for they trembled and were amazed: neither said they any thing to any man; for they were afraid and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest.
PETER AND JOHN VISIT THE TOMB 

Then Mary Magdalene runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the LORD out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him. Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre. 

So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. 

Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and stooping down seeth the linen clothes laid by themselves and the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself and departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to pass.

Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead. Then the disciples went away again unto their own home.
JESUS APPEARS TO MARY MAGDALENE

Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils.

After the departure of Peter and John Mary stood without the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre and seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my LORD, and I know not where they have laid him. 

And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. 

Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. 
MARY MAGDALENE VISITS THE DISCIPLES AGAIN

Mary Magdalene came as the disciples mourned and wept and told them that she had seen the LORD, that she had been with him and that he had spoken these things unto her. And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and had been seen of her, believed not.

THE LORD APPEARS TO THE OTHER WOMEN

And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word. And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him. Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.
SUMMARY OF THE APOSTLES UNBELIEF

It was Mary Magdalene and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles.  And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not. 

CHRIST APPEARS TO THE ELEVEN

JOHN 20:19-24   [MARK 16:14, LUKE 24:36-49]   see HARMONY 74-25 

19  Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 20  And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the LORD. 21  Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 22  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 23  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 24  But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

19  Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.

The disciples are locked behind doors, a group of scared men. They had actually barred the doors. Like the time they were on the sea in Galilee they are afraid while the Lord is with them in the boat. They have not forgotten that they serve the Lord of Lords, and that he has risen, but the strangeness of it all makes them fearful of what will happen next. It will take most of the fifty days until the day of Pentecost until they learn the courage that we see on that day when Peter preaches. Their strength comes from the change of perspective, as they become totally occupied with the risen Christ rather than the details of daily life and threat around them.

The Lord enters the room. His resurrection body does not have the limits of the normal human body. The doors are barred but he appears in their midst; as he has just materialized before them, but in solid form.   Once again they are confronted with a miracle, a unique event that none have seen before, and that no-one will see again except by the Lord's actions. They were in shock straight away, and his first words to them are appropriately, 'Peace to you all'. Psalm 85:4-10, Isaiah 57:18-21.  They need calm – as they have seen something for which there has been no physical or scientific preparation.  Such things have not ever been known before.
20  And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the LORD.

The Lord shows them the proof of his risen power, and the reality of his physical bodily resurrection. He shows them the wounds are still there, but there is no hurt from them. The resurrection body appears to lack the need for blood. There is a new system of operation in the resurrection body that we cannot understand at this point.  John simply records that the wounds were there, apparently still open and obvious, and yet there is no bleeding, and the Lord isn’t ghostly pale – but appears well, even glowing in health and power.  He is able to be solid and be touched, and eat, and yet de-materialize and go through solid walls and appear a hundred miles away.  He has “swallowed up death in victory”.  Isaiah 25:8-9.
Until modern movie technology this was not possible to be conceived of – we can see why they were surprised and shocked to their core – no science class ever covered this subject and theology only glimpsed it.  The ancient world spoke of the “shades” of the dead – without solidity, without power to interact, and without joy.  Nothing as powerful, dramatic and wonderful as this had been spoken of before, except in scripture, and then it was just a prophetic glimpse.  The disciple’s response is rejoicing. Now their tears and fears are gone, they start to celebrate a reality that before it appears could not have been thought of.  Joy is the central fruit of the Holy Spirit.  Nehemiah 8:10, Romans 15:13, 1 Peter 1:8, 4:13.
21  Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.

Here we have the introduction to the re-commissioning of the disciples, soon to become apostles (sent out ones) Matthew 28:18 - 20. They had been sent out before, as had the seventy, but the new commission is going to differ from the earlier ones. They are going to go out with a new mission, with a new message to give, a message that is rooted in the reality of the physical bodily resurrection. The earlier commissions were centred in the message of the king and the kingdom, the new commission (the one we are to follow), is going to be centred in the cross and the resurrection, with the eternal salvation message flowing from it. They are going to go out with renewed power and focus also.  2 Timothy 2:1-10.
22  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:

This is the temporary empowerment of the apostles with the Holy Spirit until the day of Pentecost when they will be permanently indwelt and empowered. The Lord had told them before that a change would occur in the ministry of the Holy Spirit. John 14-16.  Here we have the progressive unfolding of what that will mean for them.  He had already told them that the Holy Spirit will come upon them and be “in them” permanently from that point onwards, but this breathing here, and receiving the palpable power of God directly, prepares them for Pentecost. 

Pentecost was dramatic indeed, and would otherwise have been so powerful and confusing to them, they would not have been ready to head out and preach immediately.  By breathing upon them and having them physically feel the power of the Holy Spirit enter and fill them, the disciples are prepared for the greater power that will fall upon them on the Day of Pentecost forty days later.  These are all unique events, and when a unique event occurs it can take many days, weeks, even years to come to terms with things that your upbringing and education could not have prepared you for.  On the Day of Pentecost the disciples, at that point now apostles, are ready to head out straight away and preach, and this breathing upon them prepares them to understand and utilize power within that no previous generation had ever known.
The language used by Jesus here echoes the Old Testament. The same word for breathed is used in the LXX version of Genesis 2:7. In that verse Adam becomes a living physical being by the breath of God, while in John 20 the breath of the Lord upon the Apostles makes them spiritual beings and fills them with God’s power, in a way that no-one had ever experienced before in human history. We became a new creation through the Holy Spirit's work upon us and this is the first time in history such power is experienced by men, and they are on the road to service that will change their world. Ephesians 2:8-10.

23  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 24  But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.

Now what does this mean? Are we able to stop people being forgiven? Obviously this is not correct, so what does it mean? Remember the old adage, 'a text out of it's context is a pretext'. The context here is salvation. The message that we all are given is the message of redemption, the message of God’s grace, mercy and forgiveness, the message of salvation. 

The message that God became man and went to the cross and rose again, and that all he did for sin is proven a success, and that all men everywhere are to be told to repent and turn to him for the free gift of salvation he offers. The gospel message is the message of remission of sins for all who will come to the foot of the Cross and accept the Lord as their Saviour and King.    

The good news is that sin is solved and death defeated!  If the sinner accepts the good news they are saved. What is the bad news? The bad news is that those who reject the truth, choose to remain under condemnation; their sins are paid for, all except the sin of unbelief, for it alone is the unforgivable sin. To reject the truth is to reject salvation, hope and eternal life. 

We hold the keys to eternity for all we preach the truth to, and we preach life, but for those who reject our message we are messengers of death and damnation. This is a serious message, and must be given in all seriousness. Matthew 26:28, Luke 24:45 - 48,  John 3:16 - 18, 36, Acts 4:12, 16:31, 26:23-29. 

APPLICATION

Remember the setting and the time. It is John's house in Jerusalem, perhaps the very place they had the Last Supper.   They are all back together, except Thomas and Judas. They are still very scared of the authorities for the word is out about the missing body, and the guard’s story is that the disciples have stolen the body. They are going to have to leave town fairly quickly now, and return to the Galilee. They are in fear, even though they know the Lord has risen. Can you see the contradiction here, and yet can you see yourself here?   The Lord is seated at the right hand of power interceding for us with the Father, and yet we are all too often in fear as we look around!
If the Lord has risen then he is Lord of all, so why be fearful of the Jewish leaders? Does this sound like Elijah on Mt Carmel? Elijah has just been used by God to bring down fire from heaven, but afterwards Jezebel says, 'I am going to kill you', and he runs for his life. We can be just like this ourselves. The Lord has all the power, and he has the plan for us, but we can get our eyes off him and onto the 'bit players' who threaten us from the side line of life. The Jewish leaders appear to be powerful, but actually they are not even on the field of play, they are side lined! They have no future, and their power will last just a few years more.   

Don't mock the disciples for their fear, for here but for the grace and strength and fellowship of the Holy Spirit go we all.    

No joy in life then no Christ in life!  Deepening of joy is a sign of the deepening of the believer’s faith and knowledge of the Lord.

In John 7:39 the Holy Spirit could not begin his new operation until the Lord's glorification. This is related to the plan of God from eternity past and we don't know all the reasons for it.

This next section of the chapter divides into three parts. The first is the 'peace' of the risen Christ, the second is the 'new creation', the reception of the Holy Spirit, and the third is the gospel of forgiveness of sins.

Some people hold a belief in ghosts without considering that it contradicts the idea of an after life in Heaven or Hell and the doctrine of the bodily resurrection. The only “ghosts” that inhabit this world are evil spirits of Satan sent there to fool and distress foolish men and women. There are no “unquiet spirits of the dead wandering about!  Jesus in this passage assures the disciples that He is not an example of a ghost, but that of the bodily resurrection.
The Lord's presence means safety, the Lord's will means safety, and the Lord's love means security. We are under his 'much more' care and under his plan's provisions.  James 4:6-10.  We are always secure, even if facing death itself.

There is rebuke here but it is muted. The Lord is still asking them (and us), 'why don't you trust me?' The resurrected Lord is with us forever, and we are never away from his loving presence and care. His death and resurrection means our sins are solved and our eternal security is assured. What then can man do to us? They can do nothing that will affect our eternal security. Philippians 4:7. 

Our strength and stability rests in our position with Christ. The daily awareness of the Lord's presence is the source for daily stability during our walk upon the earth.

The Old Testament is full of prophecies concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. Some of them were -
1.
That He must suffer.  Psalm 22:1-2, Isaiah 53:1-9.
2.
That He must rise again from the dead the third day. Psalm 16:10, Jonah 1:17, Hosea 6:2.
God is not mocked by man's unbelief. We can tell people with absolute certainty, that if they reject our message about the risen Lord they are not forgiven their sin of unbelief, they are under the curse of the creator who gave his all for them. 

Their contempt for God will bring righteous judgement from Him upon them. They will join Pilate, Caiaphas, and Judas, and all others who thought they knew better than God. Arrogance is the sole reason for their arrival in Hell, and in their torment they will know that their sins were truly born by the Lord, but they rejected him!

We can tell others that there is remission of sins through the Lord Jesus Christ, but there is also condemnation for those who do not trust in Him. 

The tenses of the verbs to remit and retain in John 20 shows that forgiveness occurs at a point in time, as shown by the aorist tense, and that forgiveness is forever, as seen in the perfect tense, whilst retention of the sins is in the present tense, meaning that it is a constant denial of God’s provision that results in a situation that keeps on going forever.
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CHRIST APPEARS TO THOMAS

JOHN 20:25-29

25  The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the LORD. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. 26  And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 27  Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 28  And Thomas answered and said unto him, My LORD and my God. 29  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 30  And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 31  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Thomas was a pessimist, but he was a loyal one. In John 11:16, he says, 'let us go and die with him'. In John 14:3 - 7 Thomas was clearly uncertain, but is always ready to ask the question. Here he is even more down cast than the others for he was not there at the first meeting after the resurrection, early in John 20, and we do not meet him until verses 24 - 29. 

Let us remember that the Lord has appeared to the Women at the tomb, and during the afternoon to two otherwise unknown disciples on the Emmaus Road, and later in the evening to the ten disciples, minus Thomas and Judas - who is now dead. All Jerusalem is buzzing with the news of the resurrection, there are other dead people walking around also. It is the main topic of conversation, but there is total confusion about what all this means.  Keep remembering that we look back and do so with the benefit of hindsight; these men were facing something that no-one had ever seen or heard of before.   The unbelievers in the city are being kept busy by the resuscitation of numbers of the recently dead members of their families – so there is fear, wonder and confusion as to what is meant by all this.  

Thomas, due to his depression, has missed this Bible Class run by the Lord and he is, in spite of the words of the others, very negative to even the thought that the Lord is alive and risen. The others went and found Thomas to tell him the good news.  They had to search for him; for he is not a happy man, but he is found and brought back to fellowship.
This in itself is an important thing to note, for often believers feel that the lapsed brother or sister should be left to themselves to sort themselves out, and that when they are ready they will return to the group. This passage and others such as Galatians 6:1, make it clear that we are to go to the fallen, depressed, or discouraged brother or sister, and give them the good news, and restore them to fellowship if they will allow it.  We are to encourage depressed believers to re-join the fellowship of the church and so rebuild their strength and push away their depression as they feel spiritual human fellowship again, but also the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.
25  The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the LORD. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. 

Thomas is a real sceptic, a thinker. He is in philosophical terms an empiricist, he wants facts that he can see and touch. The language is not as strong in the original as it appears in some English translations. He doesn't ask to put his finger in the holes, but to touch the place where the nails went. He wants to see that the appearances are more than spirit, that truly it is a physical resurrection.  He verbalizes the only expectation ancient men had of a return of someone from the dead – that they came back with a body that would later die (Lazarus), or were in the form of a spirit being, without true solid form.
Thomas believes there is a spiritual phenomenon, but needs specific proof that it is a physical and bodily resurrection. The main view of the ancient world was that the dead became 'shades', or spirit beings, and 'lived on' in the under-world, but sometimes made visits to earth, but in spiritual form only. Thomas wants to ensure that this well accepted pagan view has not been proved true! We should be thankful to Thomas for he speaks for many people today and the Lord's appearance to him answers all the sceptic’s questions. 
26  And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 27  Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 28  And Thomas answered and said unto him, My LORD and my God.

The Lord enters the locked room again, with Thomas present with the others. The Lord honours Thomas' need to touch and invites Thomas to strengthen his faith with real evidence.  The evidence is there to be seen and touched, for Jesus wants them to understand that this reality is to be their reality one day also.  1 Corinthians 15:12-58.
Here we also see the result of a meeting with the risen Christ. None from the group call him Jesus ever again; they all acknowledge him as the Lord of all. They bow before him as God. They are all on their knees quickly. Mary of Magdala is the only one who hugs the risen Lord – and that is an honour that is given her only once because of her great loyalty and love.
This is a message for us also. We must be worshipful before him rather than 'chummy' in our language as some wish to be. Do not speak now in ways the disciples stopped speaking in!  If ever he was called simply 'Jesus', he is not here, nor ever again, but he is referred to very formally as Lord and God. This is our instruction!  Let us recognize that the Resurrection changes everything for the disciples, and it does for us also.   He is our Lord, Saviour, King – He is our God.  It is the reality of what the prophets had glimpsed at.  Psalm 45:6, 11, 102:23-28, 118:24-29, Isaiah 7:14, 9:6, 25:9, 40:9-11, Jeremiah 23:5-6, Malachi 3:1.
29  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

Seeing is believing, so the saying goes, and this is certainly true here. We are encouraged to seek and find out facts about the Lord and the history of our faith. Do not fear serious study believer, for serious honest study will never undermine faith. Only insincere and weak historical analysis will produce unbelief. The Bible story will withstand scrutiny and the facts will always emerge and strengthen your faith.  1 Timothy 4:7-16, 2 Timothy 2:1-16.
Our Lord points out another important principle to Thomas and us, even more blessed are those who seek information from the scriptures, rather than even needing a physical appearance to prove the reality. 

30  And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 31  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.

Not all the miracles performed by Jesus are recorded in John’s Gospel. The Holy Spirit selected those signs which would best serve his purpose, but there is much more evidence that could have been given, but what is recorded is enough for those who seek truth.  There will never be enough evidence for those who do not value truth and do not want to bow their knee to the Lord.
Many people today ignore, deny, or rationalize Jesus’ miracles. Even in Jesus’ day some people attributed them to God while others attribute them to Satan. Miracles alone do not convince people of truth, and even those who see great things can walk away, because they simply do not want to bow their knee.  Hear the lyrics of Frank Sinatra’s last song, “I Did It My Way”, and weep for him and the others who adopt this approach.  Sing with the Lord’s people, “Amazing Grace”.
Here we have John’s object in writing the book. It is so that the readers might believe that Jesus is a true Messiah and the Son of God, and believing they will have eternal life through His name.  John 16:8-11, Luke 16:17-31.
APPLICATION

Often believers feel that the lapsed brother or sister should be left to themselves to sort themselves out, and that when they are ready they will return to the group. 

This passage and others such as Galatians 6:1, make it clear that we are to go to the fallen, depressed, or discouraged brother or sister, and give them the good news, and restore them to fellowship if at all possible.

You must be in the place of blessing to be blessed, and the best place is always to be with God's children.

Another principle to note here, the Lord will meet your need to know things, and will pause and show you things through events in life.

There is a special blessing to us, who hear and believe, a blessing above even that of the disciples who saw the risen Lord. 

We think they are the most blessed, but the Lord says we are if we take our faith seriously.

The facts are laid out before them all. The Lord is no longer appearing in person today, but people can still meet the risen Lord today through the records in the Word of God. Eternal life is open to all who believe in him. The challenge to all people is, “Have you fully believed yet”?

DOCTRINES
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CHAPTER 21

APPEARANCE TO 7 DISCIPLES, PETER'S RESTORATION

JOHN 21:1-14

1.  After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and on this wise shewed he himself. 2  There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples. 3  Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing. 4  But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus. 5  Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No. 6  And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. 7  Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea. 8  And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes. 9  As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread. 10  Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught. 11  Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken. 12  Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord. 13  Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise. 14  This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead. 

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

John had apparently intended to put his pen down at the end of Chapter 20, and it rounds the story off well. But something happened, in accordance with the plan of the Lord, to make him take the pen up again and add another chapter.  At times we may think we have completed a task, but the Holy Spirit must always be heeded, for the job is not done until he gives us rest in our soul.
John has four very specific points to make in this last chapter.   

1. 
How the Lord fulfilled his promise to meet them all in Galilee. Matthew 28:7, Mark 16:7.   

2. 
To describe the only miracle recorded as occurring after the resurrection with the second miraculous draft of fish.

3. 
To tell the story of the restoration of Peter, his fellowship with the Lord and restoration to the place of respect again with the others. Peter's reputation has been tarnished in his own eyes (?in the others also?), but he is the one the Lord will have to give the Pentecost sermon.

4. 
To clear up the timing problem with the Second Advent, and to make it clear that the Lord did not say that John would be alive to see it.  This in itself is an important indicator of the dating of the Gospel to the mid-nineties of the first century while John is still alive.
The outline of the chapter follows these four points:

Verses 1 - 14  
The miraculous draft of fishes.

Verses 15 - 19  
The restoration of Peter.

Verses 20 - 24  
The prophecy of the death of John and the Second Advent.

Verse 25   
Closing comment, referring back to John 20 : 29 - 31.

In this section the story is told of how at some point in the forty days after the resurrection the apostles head back to where it all began. The Lord has told them that he will meet with them in the Galilee, so they go back to the place where they were called and where the first miracle of the fishes was performed.    

They are out fishing again, but please don't run off with theories about their activity, as if it has deep spiritual significance. They were fishermen, and it was a natural thing to do while they waited for the Lord to come to them, and also it would feed the group, that may have numbered up to 500.  We know that the Lord appeared to 500 at once (1 Corinthians 15:6), and it may have been here that it occurred, in the Galilee, rather than Jerusalem. 

It was also important that the apostles and the others were out of Jerusalem, as it would have been too politically hot for them there.  Things have quietened down by the Day of the Ascension and ten days later at the Day of Pentecost.  When they return in the days before the Ascension and Pentecost they return with focus, and they are ready for the task of establishing the church. They come back with power and knowledge, but they come back to a city that is still in turmoil as a result of the events of the previous month.  The biggest problem for the authorities is the number of dead who have been raised/resuscitated at the time of the earthquake when Jesus died and the veil of the temple ripped.  Matthew 27:52-53.
1  After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and on this wise shewed he himself. 2  There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples. 3  Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.

They may be back in their old boats. They may feel they have lost their touch over the years, for they catch nothing.  John uses the Roman name for the lake, Tiberias, because since the other Gospel records have been written the Jewish City of Jerusalem has been destroyed, and the whole area is now Romanized. They are there in accord with the Lord's instructions as seen in Matthew 28:7. They leave Jerusalem after the second Sunday following the resurrection and walk up the road to the Lake and settle in and around Capernaum, where they have accommodation.    

Peter urges that they go fishing rather than just sit around waiting. They must wait for the Lord, and Peter's view is to wait actively rather than passively. This is his nature, and he is right to act in accordance with it; some of us are best waiting quietly, but others need to be busy while we wait for something. Their activity gives the Lord another opportunity to demonstrate his power. The disciples have just learned their first lesson as apostles, that working without the Lord's help is useless; it is always unproductive.  Philippians 4:11-14, Ephesians 5:14-21.
4  But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus. 5  Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No. 6  And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.

This incident is very similar to that which occurred three years before. The boats, the place and the men are the same, although there are more of them this time and the learning is deeper. Look back to the earlier events. Mark 1:16 -18, Luke 5:1 - 11. At the same place that they were called, they are re-called to their new role, to work solely under his guidance and in the Holy Spirit's power. They have been followers before, but now they must become leaders for the new group that will be called out.    

7  Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea. 8  And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes. 9  As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread. 10  Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught. 11  Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken. 12  Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord. 13  Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise. 14  This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead.

John ties the facts and incidents together. "It is the Lord", he says. John knew Peter's inner turmoil. He had been there with the others when the Lord appeared to them all, and Luke has already told us that he had by this time had time alone with the Lord to make his peace. Now he has another opportunity to spend some time alone with the Lord before the others come to shore, and jumps overboard straight away to spend private time with his Lord. 

We do not hear anything that was said at either time, and that is quite right, for it is private! This is the time for the Lord to publicly demonstrate that Peter is forgiven and restored.

When the others get the boat to shore they find the Lord is already cooking some fish on a barbecue on the beach. Even though he has fish already he graciously uses some that they have caught. They have worked all night and caught nothing then in one minute with the Lord they catch 153 large fish. This would have been enough to feed the whole group that may have been there(500+).   There is no wastage here, and all that are caught are used! 

The apostles are used to catch these fish because they are out on the lake. The Lord can redirect their efforts, and they throw on the other side of the boat. They are there in the place where the fish are, but just a few metres out, and so they can be quickly redirected by the Lord.    

Many in Christian work are a long way from where the fish are, and wonder why the Lord cannot redirect their work to make it productive. If we are fishermen we must be habitually where the fish are!  Let us ensure we are in the geographical will of the Lord for us at all times, and then through prayer we can be guided and redirected.  Once we catch the fish we must still land them. They had a hard 100 metre pull on the oars to get the boat to shore. 

In verse 12, once again we see that the Lord was the same, and yet he was different. The resurrection body was recognisable, yet there were differences. Like the incident on the Emmaus Road, it is the distinctive breaking of bread that sets him apart, and identifies that this truly is the Lord. 

John notes that this is the third time he appeared to the group as a whole. John uses the word 'phaneroo' to make the point clear. The verb means, to manifest himself, to make visible. The Lord also begins the training process to make them apostles, in the place he began to make them disciples. As they learned so must we!  Growth is progressive, as we take in each lesson learned and apply it and move on to the next.  2 Peter 3:18.
APPLICATION

Another good principle here = a good ending is not necessarily the right one! The Lord intended another thing mentioned and that was the words to Peter and John. This became very important as John is the only living apostle by this time of writing, and some have started to spread the story that he will not die before the Lord returns.

It is a good principle that if you must wait for something or someone, be active while you wait. We all know believers who talk in a spiritual way but are lazy. The Lord condemns such!  We are to be active in working for our own food and clothing, and not depend on the work of others. 1 Thessalonians 5:6 - 8,   4:11, 12,   2 Thessalonians 3 :6 - 12.

Only the Lord and Holy Spirit empowered and guided work will be productive and achieve what the Lord intends in accord with his plan.

The Lord's work is never to no avail. There are a number of messages here about the way the Lord uses us.

Once we have caught the fish spiritually we must labour to bring them to safety into the church and land them within a fellowship where they can be nurtured.     

Evangelism isn't just about giving the gospel, any more than fishing is just about just catching the fish. What you do with the fish once they are caught, is a bigger part of the activity than the catching of them!

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE – EVANGELISM

CHRISTIAN LIFE – EVANGELISM – FISHERS OF MEN

CHRISTIAN LIFE – EVANGELISM – NEW TESTAMENT PATTERN

JOHN 21:11 AND the 153 Fish
1. 
In the ancient languages of Greek Latin and Hebrew the different letters in the alphabet have numerical significance. For instance Alpha and Beta in the Greek and Aleph and Beth in Hebrew have the numeric value of 1 and 2 respectively while V in the Latin has the value of 5. A combination value for a word is called a Gematria 

2. 
In John 21:11 there is a curious number of fish stated. In engineering we are always told to round to a nearest number. In this case the number of fish would have been put at say 150. But why 153?

3. 
Scripture “Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken.” John 21:11

4. 
Gematria for fishes - "Ichthus" - 1224 = 8 times 153, Gematria for "the net" - 1224 = 8 times 153

Number of fish caught  - 153

5. 
Sons of God

[a] "Ben ha Elohim" -Sons of God occurs 7 times in the O.T. Gematria of Ben ha Elohim in the Hebrew – 153 

[b] Gematria of the Greek form - 3213 - 3 times 7 times 153

[c] In Job 2:1 we have Sons of God with Satan - 153 times 13

6. 
Other Occurrences of 153

[a] In Romans 8:17 - "joint heirs" - 1071 = 153 times 7

[b] Creation of God - "Ktisis Theou - 1224 = 153 times 8

[c] 153 is 17 times 9. 17 is the number of victory and 9 the number of the Holy Spirit bringing to 153 a sense of complete victory through the Holy Spirit 

SERVICE IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

JOHN 21:15-23

15  So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 16  He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 17  He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 18  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdest thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. 19  This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.20  Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee? 21  Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? 22  Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me. 23  Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Previously we saw the Lord fulfil his own prophecy that he would meet them again in the Galilee, and also saw the record of the last miracle of the Lord, and the only one recorded as occurring after the resurrection. This last section records the full restoration of Peter to his place as leader of the band, and the one to preach the establishment sermon of the new body the church.

Peter was brash, courageous, forthright, physically strong, and like all strong people he trusted his own strength to do things until this point. In John 13:37, John records Peter's boast that though the others would fall he wouldn't, by his own sheer force of personality and inner strength. 

It took the Lord a lot to demonstrate to Peter that in his own strength he could do nothing. The three bitter denials in the courtyard really floored Peter. His weakness when faced with the powers of darkness was obvious to all, but mostly it was now accepted by Peter and he was determined to walk in the Holy Spirit’s power alone.  This is what makes him strong and the best initial leader of the church.  This is also what enables him to pass this leadership over to James within a few years.  This man is now without pride, arrogance, or self confidence – he lives for the Lord’s purpose in his life. 

He now sees that unless the Lord strengthens him he has no strength, and unless the Lord protects and guides him he has not security. It is a quieter, humble and more thoughtful Peter who sits by that breakfast fire.  This fireplace becomes a place to warm his heart and be restored, as the fire in the High Priest's courtyard had been the place to warm his body and chill his soul!

15  So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 

The Lord will ask three questions, giving three answers, each differing in a few words only, but the differences are important. The word for love in this verse is agapao. This is the love that puts the other person first; it is absolute concern for the well being and interest of the other person. Peter is asked, 'are you occupied with me or with yourself?' 

Note also the Lord calls him 'Simon son of Jonah', not Peter. Simon is his given Jewish name, and it is to his Jewish roots that the appeal is made. He must accept the Lord as his Messiah, and serve him God's way, in accordance with the scriptures and the Messiah's plans and provisions, not according to Peter's past views and education to this point. 

The Lord's question also tests Peter's pride. He had claimed to love the Lord and be faithful while all the others would fail. So now he is asked if he loves the Lord 'more than all the others'. Peter's answer is, 'Lord you know (perfect, active, indicative of the verb oida) I love (phileo - present, active, indicative of the verb for filial, family, affectionate love) you'.      

There is no pride left here. Peter is no longer comparing himself to the others, no longer boasting of his prowess.     Peter's appeal now is to his heart, where he invites the Lord to look and see his deep affection for him. As we will see, more than deep affection is going to be required, but that deep love is what is the foundation for all else that the Holy Spirit will build into his life!   

The Lord then gives the first of his three orders. 'Feed my lambs'. Present, active, imperative of bosko - to feed. The Lord's command is to keep on feeding and providing for my young believers (little lambs)! Look out for the young believers Peter, keep them safe and ensure they have the spiritual and physical food they need to grow safely. Peter has just been restored, and he is given this task.  Remember the Lord restores us to service, not to purgatory!  Men make people suffer and wait to be fully restored, but when we confess God restores us fully and immediately.  
16  He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 

The Lord repeats his question. The Lord repeats the question as many times as Peter faced the questions around the Chief Priest's fire. For each denial there will be a chance to rise up and affirm his love. Where he cursed and swore as he denied his Lord, now he quietly affirms his love for the Lord a humbled and broken man. He does not even feel worthy to use the word agape for love. His answer to the Lord's repeated question is the same as in verse 15. 

The Lord's command differs. 'Shepherd my sheep'. Present, active, imperative of the verb “poimeno”. Keep on shepherding, protecting, leading and guiding my adult followers. This is the practical application of agape love; it is the practical outworking of loving concern for others. Peter is called to be the under-shepherd of the Lord's flock. This means putting others first and being consistently caring for others as the shepherd of the flock responsible to the Lord alone.

17  He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 

Peter's reasons here indicate he does understand what is behind the Lord's probing questions. The Lord changes his question, using the word (“phileo”) that Peter has used for love now. This is a direct challenge to Peter, and his heart breaks within him. The word for grief is a very strong one here. Peter repeats his protest of love and the Lord gives his third order for the care of the believers. 'Feed my sheep'. This completes the tasking of a genuine pastor. He is to feed the little lambs, protect the flock and feed also the older sheep.  1 Peter 2:21-25.
Peter is called to a flexible teaching ministry, where he feeds the little ones the milk of the word and is able also to feed the meat of the word to the older believers also. We are to put this passage together with Matthew 28 as part of the one 'Great Commission'. 1 Peter 1:12-25, 1 John 3:16-24.
18  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdest thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. 19  This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.

Peter will die by crucifixion. He will be required to 'stretch out his hands', in death. As an old man he will win the martyrs crown. Note the last words of the Lord directly to Peter, 'follow me!' In Luke 5 and Mark 1 you will see that the same words were used by the Lord to call Peter. This repetition of the command is with the changed emphasis, for Peter is now following the Lord truly, not following his own plans in his own strength. 2 Corinthians 5:4-10.
20  Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee? 21  Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? 

John moves on now to cover a major problem for the early church. The story had circulated that the Lord had said to John that he would not die before he returned to earth to establish his kingdom. Peter John and the Lord are walking and talking along the shoreline after their breakfast. Peter and John have been together since the beginning, they were called together, and they were at the cross and tomb together. Peter asked the question, ‘what about him Lord?’ Note the Lord's reply carefully.
22  Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me. 23  Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?

Don't be nosy! The Lord is blunt with Peter, for it is none of his business what is going to happen with John. Peter had boasted that he would serve better than the others in John 13:37, and he has had this knocked out of him, but now the Lord pushes the lesson another step. Daniel is told this also when he asks for more information at one point – “None of your business Daniel”.  Daniel 12:5-10.
John then comments directly on the words of the Lord. John stresses that the Lord did not say, ‘he wont die’, but that whether he does or not it is not Peter's business!  2 Thessalonians 4:11, 12, Romans 14:4, 10 - 13.

APPLICATION

Lordship is behind this use of name and question. Peter was previously a big 'I CAN', now he knows that he cannot do things for the Lord, and so he is ready to make himself available for service under orders! This is the issue for us all. We serve the Lord under his orders and in his power, not our own ideas and power! Peter is now back to his rightful place, as Simon, under his Messiah's instructions.

Service for the Lord begins at the place where you recognise that it is not your strength and ability that matters, but the Lord's direction and strength within you. Service begins when you rest on the knowledge of his love for you, and the comfort of knowing that he knows your heart towards him. Service begins when you get your eyes off what others are doing and look to the Lord alone, and get your heart right towards him.

This is my experience with the service of the Lord; that believers who start to follow the Lord seriously will be tasked with assisting other young believers. Most bona fide ministries began with the minister serving teaching Sunday school and running a home Bible study. If ministers have not served in these capacities my experience indicates they either don't have the gift of pastor, or they are still, like Peter, before the cross, disobedient and arrogant.

We are to go into all of the world and preach the Gospel, but once people accept it, this is the standard of care we are to give for their protection. Our care for the flock is to be total; as the Lord made clear in John 10:11, we are to be ready to lay down our lives for the sheep.

We are to follow him, his way, his plan, and do this in his strength.

The message for us is clear. Do our own work, as unto the Lord, and do not concern ourselves with the views, roles and destiny of the others! We are to do our own work, as unto the Lord, and leave all else in the Lord's hands.

Make no comparisons between your service and that of others, and do not busy yourself with their work in any way at all, other than to pray for them! Follow the Lord alone, have eyes for him and his words alone, and keep your nose out of others lives. Privacy of the priesthood is in view here.   

DOCTRINES

PETER – DIVINE GUIDANCE   
PRIVACY 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – OBEDIENCE

JOHN'S CLOSING WORDS

JOHN 21:24-25

24  This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and wrote these things: and we know that his testimony is true. 25  And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

John 20:30  And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 31  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.

Not all the miracles performed by Jesus are recorded in John’s Gospel. The Holy Spirit selected those signs which would best serve his purpose as the one who sums up the message at the end of the first century.
Many people today ignore, deny or rationalize Jesus’ miracles. Even in Jesus’ day some people attributed them to God while others attribute them to Satan. 
Here we have John’s object in writing the book. It is so that the readers might have enough evidence for the Holy Spirit to go to work upon and convict them of the truth.  John’s purpose is that all who hear these things might believe that Jesus is a true Messiah and the Son of God, and believing they will have eternal life through His name. Acts 4:12.
24  This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and wrote these things: and we know that his testimony is true. 25  And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.

John added a word of personal testimony to those to whom he first wrote these things. Others take this as the endorsement of the elders of the church in Ephesus to John’s Gospel.
We have no fear in taking verse 25 literally. Jesus is God and is therefore infinite. There’s no limit to the meaning of His words or the number of His works. While He was here on earth He still was the upholder of all things. Who could ever describe all that is involved in keeping the universe in motion or the grandeur and glory of our great Saviour. 
APPLICATION

The facts are laid out before them all. The Lord is no longer appearing in person today, but people can still meet the risen Lord today through the records in the Word of God, and through the witness of his servants. Eternal life is open to all who believe in him.  The question remains for all unsaved people; “have you believed in Him”?
To ignore, deny, or rationalize the miracles in the days of the Lord’s ministry was “impossible” because the miracles were clear and manifest, and yet many still did. In fact there are 35 different miracles recorded in the four gospels.
John's final words are his reminder that the evidence he has given is trustworthy and true, and that the challenge for each hearer is to take it seriously and apply it to their lives.

Perhaps we realize a little better what has come to be one of the best loved parts of the Bible. Certainly one can scarcely read thoughtfully through the gospels without falling in love afresh with the blessing person whom it presents. Someone has estimated that a person can read aloud all the reported words of our Lord from the Gospels in about three hours. If all that the infinite Son of God said and did were recorded the resulting commentary would be endless.
DOCTRINES

JOHN THE DISCIPLE

CHRIST – CELEBRITYSHIP OF CHRIST

CHRIST – IMMORTALITY

CHRIST – MINISTRY AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD

CHRIST – RETURN OF OUR LORD

CHRIST – SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST

AMEN
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