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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (1 John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (1 Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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ACTS CHAPTER 22

PAULS DEFENCE BEFORE THE MOB - THE LORD GIVES HIM OPPORTUNITY TO WITNESS

Verses 1 – 16
Paul gives an account of his conversion.


Verses 17 – 30
Racism raises its head again – that word “gentiles” provokes anger again.

ACTS 22: 1- 16

1  Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence which I make now unto you. 2  (And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to them, they kept the more silence: and he saith,) 3  I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day. 4  And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women. 5  As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate of the elders: from whom also I received letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which were there bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished. 6  And it came to pass, that, as I made my journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round about me. 7  And I fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 8  And I answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said unto me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest. 9  And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not the voice of him that spake to me. 10  And I said, What shall I do, LORD? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do. 11  And when I could not see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of them that were with me, I came into Damascus. 12  And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt there, 13  Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the same hour I looked up upon him. 14  And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth. 15  For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard. 16  And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Rabbi Saul, now the apostle Paul finds himself in the same place that the first martyr Stephen had all those years before, and he uses many similar features in his argument that Stephen did. Read Acts 7:2-58 again and then read this chapter. Paul draws greatly on the work of the man he played a big part in killing.  It is deliberate repetition, as many who were there that day are there this day, and Paul may be hoping their guilt will work for righteousness.  Paul has had no time to formally prepare a defence, and in such situations people tend to fall back upon the things that are already well embedded in their spirit. He had said to the Romans earlier that year that he was “ready”, Romans 1:14-17, and Luke’s account of his speech tells us that these words to the Romans were no idle boast.

Verse 1. 
Addressing them with courtesy and dignity, he tries to lift the mood of the mob, from their murderous intent to that of a jury in a courtroom, ever ready to hear the truth and decide on logic and truth rather than prejudice and emotion. He reminds them that this dispute is “within the family of Israel”; they remain his brethren, and the older men remain his fathers in the faith of their ancestors, who led him to understand the Old Testament that spoke of Messiah’s coming. Romans 2:15-29, 9:3, 11:1-29. 

He uses the formal word “apologia” to draw their attention to what he is trying to do from the outset; to give evidence for his total life change, from Pharisee to Christian. This was a testimony, and a powerful rebuke to those who argued for Pharisaism, for the facts spoke powerfully of the need to face the evidence for Jesus as the Messiah. He uses this word apologia several times, both before this time, during his Roman imprisonment, and afterwards. 1 Corinthians 9:3, 2 Corinthians 7:11, Philippians 1:7, 16-17, 2 Timothy 4:16. He has been charged with three offences; enmity against the Jewish people (favouring the Gentiles over them), hatred and opposition to the Law of Moses, and desecration of the Temple. He will try to counter each attack upon him.

Verse 2. 
A great hush falls over the crowd when they realize that he is speaking, not in Greek, but the Aramaic form of the Hebrew language; the mother tongue of Jerusalem. Many would have falsely concluded from the attacks upon him, that he was not a genuine Jew, but some half-breed or convert.  Paul realizes the nature of the slanders against him and firstly proves his right to speak to them as an authority, not only in the sect of the Christians, but also as a rabbi and learned doctor of the Mosaic Law.

Verse 3. 
Strongly he begins, and continues in this manner. Firstly he affirms, I am and I keep on being Jewish! He then ties himself strongly to his accusers, for he also was born within the Diaspora, and is a Hellenistic Jew born in Tarsus. Having shown he was a member of the Greek speaking majority within Judaism, he now moves to show that he was also a man of the city of Jerusalem, and a student of the greatest of the Rabbis of his time, Gamaliel. 

He strongly emphasizes that it was here in Jerusalem that he grew up, both physically and spiritually. This city’s culture and religion has nourished him, and he loves his heritage and faith. He knows that this is at the heart of their hatred of him, for he has seen where their faith was meant to take them, and gone there, while they have stayed behind and clung to the old, ignoring their own prophets who spoke of the new coming to replace them! 
He has used this argument before, for in God’s plan he was called on to defend himself to the Galatians and the Corinthians in exactly this manner, and so the Lord ensured he was well prepared to make this sort of defence under pressure. 2 Corinthians 11:21-2, Galatians 1:13-17. He will repeat this to the church at Philippi from jail in Rome, Philippians 3:4-7.  Paul was zealous for the Law of Moses, ahead of all the others of his day, and this same passion was taken into the church, with his zeal for the truth carrying him onwards. Galatians 4:16-20.

Verse 4. 
Paul’s zeal had taken him well past the point this mob is at. They are filled with hatred and have tried to kill him, but he was more efficient in his hatred, even to the killing of large numbers of Christians. He was an efficient persecutor of the church. Acts 7:58, 8:1-4, 9:1-2, 13-14, 21, 26:9-11, 1 Corinthians 15:9, Philippians 3:6, 1 Timothy 1:13-15. Paul uses the positive, or at least neutral Jewish term for the church, “the way”, as Luke has recorded was the correct term in these early days. Acts 16:17, 18:26, 19:9,23, 24:14. The negative term became the word “sect” (ierasis), used of a party of belief, as of the Pharisees also, Acts 5:17, 15:5, 25:5, 26:5, 28:22. It slowly came to mean heretical; a false belief party.

Verse 5. 
Paul provides new insights into his life here, as standing on the steps of the Fortress he recalls things not recorded elsewhere that may be relevant to this mob to hear at this time. Acts 9:3-19, 26: 12-18. He begins by reminding the crowd that he was connected to the men at the top of their faith; indeed he may be pointing at representatives of this very group at the back of the crowd. His words would indicate that he is pointing at somebody present. He calls on them to say that he is not telling the truth about his part in persecuting the early church. He reminds the crowd that he led the persecution, not only in Jerusalem, but also was on his journey to Damascus to carry it on further a field when God stopped him. He had carried hatred for the Christians beyond the borders of Judea, and so later he would carry the gospel well beyond the land.

Verse 6. 
Paul recalls the dramatic event outside Damascus that day around noon. How the great light from heaven flashed all around him. Paul’s way of telling this makes it clear that it was not, as so many artists show it, like a ray of sunlight through clouds, but the flashing of thousands of flashbulbs all around him just above the ground. This was a supernatural event, a weird and strange event that spoke of God’s intervention in the life of this man. It was overwhelmingly awesome, not wonderful or beautiful. Its result was terror on all who were a part of the event. God had spoken, as he had to Moses, and with the same effect. Exodus 19:17, Deuteronomy 5:1-7. 

Only a miracle would have transformed this man, and he stands before them totally transformed from persecutor into evangelist of the Christian message. Paul urges them to face the fact; nothing could explain this turn around except the direct intervention of God, and if God has done this, then he now stands in the truth, and they stand where he used to, in error!  

Verse 7. 
Paul emphasizes his posture, and with good reason; for this man had stood arrogantly gloating at the death of Stephen, and God brings him to his knees and then to place his face firmly on the ground in prostration before the Lord his God. Paul tells the story to these people and they would have understood its significance for a Jew to prostrate themselves this way. 

Paul confronted his God this day, and he discovered that he was the one who he was persecuting. Paul was struck through his heart with the conviction of those accusing words. He was confronted with the inescapable fact that he had been hunting God like an animal when he had hunted to death his people. He saw in an instant that to attack God’s people is to attack God himself.  Matthew 25:45-46, John 15:18-25, 1 John 3:12-15, 4:20-21, 5:11. 

Paul was convicted and condemned of hatred of God, and lay there, without hope in himself; all his works of, what he thought was righteousness, shown up as simple murder of man and hatred and rejection of the plan and person of God. Exodus 16:6-9, 1 Samuel 8:7-8.

Verse 8. 
Paul uses the word Lord (Aramaic – Adonai) and Jesus in the same sentence, identifying them as, as the voice of God did; as the same.  Paul uses the Hebrew way of naming a person to be absolutely sure that his audience understands, just as he did that day; that Jesus of Nazareth is the Adonai of Israel. Matthew 2:23, 10:40-42, 25:40-45, 1 Corinthians 12:12. The shock of these words would have reverberated through this crowd. It took Paul three days and nights of blindness to come to terms fully with this reality, this crowd does not have that time frame, and Paul’s later reference to the gentiles will end his opportunity to speak with them further.  They prove they are both blind and arrogant, but after this speech, building on Stephen’s they are all without excuse before the judgment seat of God.
Verse 9. 
Paul knows that some of those who were with him that day may be here in the Temple court, for they are still working for the High priest. He makes it clear that they saw the lights flashing, and can testify to this fact, but that they did not hear the voice. Paul is careful about his telling of the facts for he knows there are those present who can testify to all this. He sticks to facts only and knows that there are people there who know absolutely that he tells the truth. 

Verse 10. 
Like Samuel, after hearing the words of God, there is only one question to ask; what is it that the Lord would have you do? 1 Samuel 3:8-14. All he needed was clear directions and the Lord gave him those, but he had to wait for more. God did not give him all the answers at one point, for he was not ready to hear the full truth yet. This crowd is just like Paul was; they are not ready to accept the full truth, but they will hear of his meeting with God and be left with the challenge it provides. Paul hears that he has already been appointed to a destiny with God, and that this is his call. The crowd is confronted with the plan of God here, and that they are on the wrong side of the plan, just as he was until this point! Paul would learn in humility all he had missed in his arrogant self righteousness as a Pharisee. Psalms 25:4-9, 143:7-12, Isaiah 42:16. 

Verse 11. 
Paul was blinded by the glory of God, and he reminds the hearers that this was indeed the glory of God that he saw. Physically blinded, he is led into the city of Damascus. His spiritual blindness will take three days to lift fully, as he meditates upon the truth he has seen. Paul sees that these people listening to him are as blind as he was and he covers each detail of his conversion to try to open them to the truth that they also must change as he did. 

Verse 12. 
Paul makes it clear that the Christian who came to lift his physical blindness through prayer was also, like himself a man who kept the Mosaic Law. Paul’s point is a vital one for his defence; that he is not a Law breaker, and neither were the others involved in the “Way”. All were strongly committed to the truth/true purpose of the Mosaic Law. 

He was a man who had a good report for all. Once again Paul can look around knowing that there will be people from this town there, all of whom know of Ananias and could testify concerning his holy life and blameless record concerning the Mosaic Law. 

It was crucial in the early church, as it still is, for all leaders to be blameless before the pagan and religious enemies of the church. No-one could accuse these men of evil, immorality, or breaking the religious taboos of their people. Their blameless lives meant that any persecution they suffered was only for the sake of the Gospel; the enemy could never accuse them of anything else. 1 Timothy 3:2-7, Hebrews 11:1-2, 3 John 12.  If they were to be accused and condemned it was to be for their faith only; there was to be no disgrace laid upon them by their own evil actions.
Verse 13. 
Paul remembers the grace of God in his redemption and the restoration of his sight. He could not do anything except wait for God to move and heal him. God took the initiative, as he always does, and sent Ananias to him. Paul remembers hearing this man enter his room, stand before him and address him as “brother”.  What a surprise this must have been. Paul had a list of men to be killed, and we can be sure that Ananias name would have been on top of the list, yet he calls him brother. Paul remembers that it is Ananias who heals him, and that he looks up at this man, whom he had come to kill, as the one who has healed him. Paul hopes that the crowd will see all this and be transformed by the unpalatable truth, just as he was. 

Verse 14. 
Ananias now gives Paul a message that was still amazing to him all these years later. He had been chosen by God for a special role in the spread of the truth. Ananias underlines to Paul, and he now to the crowd, that the Lord’s approach to him is a special and unique event in his generation, and means that he is to have a unique ministry. He has seen the “just one”; that is the Messiah, and heard the words of God from him. Isaiah 53:11. This makes the parallel to Moses complete. 

Paul is telling the story in such a way as to introduce the hearers to the truth that a change has come, as spiritually significant, and yet as continuous in God’s plan, as was the change Moses brought in at Sinai. That the event on the Damascus Road, to the North, has led to a situation on a par to that of Sinai to the South. The crowd will certainly not hear this, but Paul is sowing the seed of doubt in their certainties about the permanence of the Law, for if God has spoken again, then things may be about to change again, as they did 1500 years before. As Moses added and changed the worship practices of Abraham, maybe Paul is being set aside to change, and refine the worship practices of Moses?

Note the phrase, “God of your fathers”, and see the parallels in the Old Testament. Exodus 3:13-16, 15:1-2, 2 Kings 21:22, 1 Chronicles 12:17, 29:17-20, 2 Chronicles 28:25, 30:17-20, Ezra 7:27-28, Daniel 2:20-23. Also the concept of God’s choosing was a powerful one for Israel, for it is at the heart of the story of the prophets. Jeremiah 1:5-8, 17-19, 2:1-13, Ezekiel 3:4-17, Amos 7:12-16. Paul was aware for his whole life since his conversion that he had been set apart for a special ministry, that would be worked out in the midst of great suffering and adversity. Romans 1:1, Galatians 1:15, 2 Timothy 1:1, Titus 1:1. Paul has “received” a gospel message directly from the Lord, just as the twelve had, but later. What he does and writes is directed by that revelation he received on the Road, and later in the deserts of Arabia as he meditated on the message. 1 Corinthians 11:23, 15:3, Galatians 1:11-12.

Verse 15. 
The purpose of hearing the voice of God is not just to sit around and rejoice in the glory received, but to pass it on to all who will hear, for the words of God are given for mankind. Paul had the role of witness to the truth received. Luke 24:45-48, John 15:27, Acts 1:8, 22, 10:34-43. Even after this time Paul is encouraged by the Lord directly again to keep up the witnessing to the truth, Acts 23:11, 26:16. 

Verse 16. 
This is a direct command to wash away the old and put on the new; to recognize that the life he lived as a zealot for the Mosaic Law was in fact “sin”. He had sinned in his zeal for Law, and needed to mikvah (be baptized) to wash away this sin. What a shock this was for Paul, and the significance of his baptism would have been understood by the Jewish crowd that day. Why do you keep delaying? Ananias question was a good one for him, and it is a good one for the crowd. Why do they keep delaying their answer regarding Jesus? Why do they delay in their acceptance of the clear evidence for the truth? There is salvation in no other, and they must call upon his name to be saved and delivered from their sins. Romans 10:13-17, 1 Corinthians 1:1-3. 

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Paul was ready to give his defence. How ready are we to give a reason for our faith? How prepared are we to reasonably state our own testimony, spell out our own record of the Lord’s dealings with us? Being ready to speak the words that led him to life Paul could be used of the Lord. So many believers today wonder why the Lord is not using them, but they are not ready to speak; they have not recorded their thoughts anywhere to clarify their own minds, nor have they taken opportunities given to speak strongly the Word of the Lord in the places of service within the church. Unless we take all opportunities to prepare and serve then new doors will not open.

Paul was careful to gather evidence for all he said. Too often believers repeat stories without evidence behind them and myths grow as if they are facts. All Paul said he could appeal to the unbelievers around him to verify as truths. This makes for powerful testimony, for the people you are targeting are having to agree with the facts you present. Let us be sure of missionary facts before we use them, and then use them properly and powerfully.

Paul’s testimony was a unique event, and so let us beware of those today who want to tell us that they had similar things occur. There are many suggestible, or fantasy prone believers out there, and we must not let the Word of God be spoken of in mocking terms due to the foolish stories of some. 

Paul’s testimony is unique, and very few in church history have anything like this occur, for it is simply not necessary. Paul was bringing in a major change in the history of the church and mankind. The result of this and other great events in his life was not arrogance and a superior attitude, rather he became more humble and more focused on servant leadership. Those who are spoken to by the Lord grow in humility, never in arrogance.

Ananias, as we have seen before, gives us a wonderful picture of faith and courage, for he must believe the Lord and go to the very man who has come here to kill him and be the agent of healing for him. How strong and stable he is! How much he shows us the stature of true Christian manliness; standing quietly before this great persecutor, calling him “brother” and giving him the instructions of the Lord without any word of judgment about his previous life and deeds. 
Saul of Tarsus may have killed relatives and friends of Ananias, but he speaks only the words God gave him, none of his own, and Ananias and Paul focus only forward, not back on past sins. God looks forward, never back. Psalms 103:12. How is your perspective on yourself and your life believer? Do you look forward, or do you ankle tap yourself by looking back to past failures that God has already forgiven? 

The order Paul remembers Ananias giving him is the order to stand up, get moving and be baptized and get into his new life. We are called to advance, not sit! We are called to serve, not talk. We are called to move out in active service of the Lord not be idle, waiting for better times. God wants us to deal with our depressions and move forward in rejoicing. Let us be obedient and advance in the battle. Hebrews 12:12-15, Philippians 3:12-17, 4:4.

B.
PASTORAL

Paul’s courage facing this mob is an example to us all. We are called to be ready to face anything in the Lord’s service, and this is what we see with Paul here, calmly facing down the mob of thousands and quietly telling them the truths that he has rehearsed many times in his head, ready for this day. 
If we are pastors we have no reason to ever have “spare time”; for we are either serving or recharging our batteries, preparing to serve. We can finally relax in heaven, but until then we are to be at readiness for service. This does not mean we do not take holidays to recharge for greater service, but we are always aware that we may be called to give explanation of our faith, and we must be ready at all times to give answer. Colossians 4:6. 

DOCTRINES

Refer to doctrinal studies in the Bible Topic Book, 

PARAPHRASE

“Men, brothers, and fathers, hear now my defence! And they, having heard the Hebrew language spoken to them, kept even more quiet (in order to listen to what he was saying). And he continued, I indeed am a Man (just like you all), a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought through to full maturity in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, having received formal instruction according to the exactness of the ancestral Law, and (I was) extremely zealous for God, just as you all are here today. I hunted down like animals those of this way, even unto death, binding them with chains, and delivering them into prisons; both men and women. The High Priest can bear witness to this, as can all the elders (of the Sanhedrin), from whom I had received letters of introduction and instruction for the brethren in Damascus. I went there to bring those of the way (that I found there) bound in chains back to Jerusalem, in order that they might be punished. And so as we were approaching Damascus, about mid-day, suddenly, (without any warning), from out of the heavens, shone multiple bright lights all around me, and I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, Saul, Saul, why are you hunting me like an animal? And I answered saying, Who are you Lord? And he said to me, I am Jesus the Nazarene, who you are hunting like an animal. But those who were with me, they saw indeed the light, and they were terrified, but they did not hear the voice of the one speaking to me. And I said, what shall I do Lord? And the Lord said to me, (after) you have risen up, go into Damascus, and there will be told you all the things that have been foreordained for you to do. As I did not see due to the brightness and glory of that light, being led by the hand by those who were wit me, I entered into Damascus. And a certain man, Ananias (by name), a devout man according to the (Mosaic) Law, witnessed as such by all those Jews living there, coming to me, stood beside me, and said to me, Brother Saul, look up (and receive your sight)! In that very same hour I looked up (and looked) upon him. And he said, the God of our fathers appointed you to know his will, and to see the Just (and Righteous) One, and to hear the vice out of his mouth. For you shall be a witness for him to all men of what you have seen and heard. And now why do you delay? (Once you have) risen up, be baptized right now, and call upon the name of the Lord, (and so) your sins will be washed away.”  

ACTS 22 : 17 - 30

17  And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance; 18  And saw him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me. 19  And I said, Lord, they know that I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that believed on thee: 20  And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by, and consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them that slew him. 21  And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles. 22  And they gave him audience unto this word, and then lifted up their voices, and said, Away with such a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he should live. 23  And as they cried out, and cast off their clothes, and threw dust into the air, 24  The chief captain commanded him to be brought into the castle, and bade that he should be examined by scourging; that he might know wherefore they cried so against him. 25  And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned? 26  When the centurion heard that, he went and told the chief captain, saying, Take heed what thou doest: for this man is a Roman. 27  Then the chief captain came, and said unto him, Tell me, art thou a Roman? He said, Yea. 28  And the chief captain answered, With a great sum obtained I this freedom. And Paul said, But I was free born. 29  Then straightway they departed from him which should have examined him: and the chief captain also was afraid, after he knew that he was a Roman, and because he had bound him. 30  On the morrow, because he would have known the certainty wherefore he was accused of the Jews, he loosed him from his bands, and commanded the chief priests and all their council to appear, and brought Paul down, and set him before them.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Paul records here another situation, not fully explained else-where, when he received a special revelation of God. It also underlines the importance of the ministry he has been given. He speaks to the crowd with a passionate desire to get through to them that God is doing something that they are missing! Their negative volition towards the truth is uncovered here. They do not want the truth. 

Many today have the mistaken idea that the bulk of mankind is sitting out there just waiting for the Gospel message to come to them, and it will be so obvious that they will respond with enthusiasm. Nothing could be further from the truth. Unsaved man is trapped in his blindness; deliberately resisting the light of God. It is the grace of God in reaching man through the Holy Spirit’s conviction that alone breaks through to bring people to salvation. This is why prayer is at the heart of evangelism, for unless the Holy Spirit moves, there is no break through, and even then, man may resist the Spirit, choosing darkness to light. John 3:16-21, 36, 16:8-11, 2 Corinthians 4:4, Ephesians 4:18, 1 John 2:11.

Verse 17. 
Paul was always Jewish in his faith. It was as normal for him to pray in the temple as for him to speak in the marketplace. He mentions that he had a trance like experience in the temple to underline the regular nature of his attendance in the Temple when he was in Jerusalem. This is likely to have occurred in the fifteen day period recorded in Acts 9:26-30 and Galatians 1:18, after his escape from Damascus. He falls into a trance like state and sees a vision from the Lord. It may be that he can even point, from the steps he is standing on, to the place where this occurred. 

Paul received other trance like visions, one of which he records in 2 Corinthians 12:1-6. This one however was very specific to his ministry in this city and to make it clear to him that he would not serve there. This gives us a clue perhaps to his prayer at this time. All Paul’s life had been spent dreaming of serving in this city, of being a respected Rabbi, like his mentor Gamaliel, and having the respect of those he valued and respected. He longed for the acceptance of this city and was praying for it in the Temple at that time, but the Lord’s appearance to him in this trance gives him the news that he will serve far away and be despised in the place he most desires to be loved.

Verse 18. 
Paul saw Jesus, and he spoke to him clearly about his future. The news was not good for Paul. He longed to stay in Jerusalem, but the Lord’s word was “get going, and fast!” He longed for respect again from those he had served so well, to see them convicted like him of the truth and transformed, but they longed to kill him! Jesus tells him that they will not receive his witness, just as they had not received the prophets, Ezekiel 3:4-11.

Verse 19. 
Paul was baffled then at this news, for he thought that Jerusalem was the most logical place to minister, as that was where he was most well known and the enemies of the gospel would know what he said was true, for he had been one of them. Today’s psychologists will tell us of the dangers of people with personality disorders, especially of Narcissistic people. These are people who love to be the centre of attention and do all things for self serving reasons. Such people can handle anything except the truth, and if one of their own turns around and moves away from them they hate them with a vengeance, for they know that such a “turncoat” knows them too well, and so they must be killed! 

This is of course the definition of “evil”; and that is exactly what this sort of “personality disorder” is; the rejection of a godly solution to a problem and the selection of a self centred option to deal with it. Satan is the great self centred personality who loves the pre-eminence, and does not want God’s help in anything, nor to give God any glory for anything. Those who serve him hate the truth; they do not want to believe, for they prefer the highway to hell! Matthew 7:13-14, 10:16-18. Refer Jesus parable in Matthew 21:33-41, and then the response of the Chief Priests in verses 42-46, also refer Luke 11:45-54.

Verse 20. 
Paul recalled to the Lord his great guilt over the death of Stephen, and mentions it as a major reason why the orthodox Jews ought to listen to him. He was their leader in this evil, but they will hate him all the more for this when he turns from their path and convicts them of this sin, as he has been convicted! Paul remembers his self righteously standing by, gloating over the death of Stephen, but being “holy” enough not to throw any stones. Acts 7:58, 8:1. He saw his actions for what they were – total, unmitigated evil, as he had written just a few months ago to the Roman church, Romans 1:32. Had he stopped here and made an appeal directly to them to face the facts they may have dispersed at this point, angry, baffled and thoughtful, but he mentions the next words of the Lord to him, and this will open the riot up again.

Verse 21. 
The magic word for riot in Jerusalem is “gentiles”, for it reminds these people of their superiority and all the challenges to their arrogance. They hate and despise the very thought that gentiles might inherit the blessings of Israel. They do not want to step outside their viewpoint and accept that God may have plans other than the ones they think he has. The very thought that God would send a Jewish man, a trained Rabbi to the gentiles was anathema to the unsaved Jewish mind of this day. That he was to be sent as an authoritative representative of almighty God was beyond belief for them! Gentiles might be saved by becoming Jews, but they were an afterthought, and addition, not the main event! But this was clearly Paul’s specific call from God, but not one this crowd would accept as godly. Galatians 2:7-8, Ephesians 3:1-13, 1 Timothy 2:7, 2 Timothy 1:11-12.  

Verse 22. 
The crowd erupts into the predictable paroxysm of rage that the word gentiles will create in the temple court, even if it is the “Court of the Gentiles”. Up till this word they listened, but now they screamed aloud, as they had fifteen years before regarding Jesus himself. John 19:15. “Away with him!” they scream. Their next words are baffling, and self condemning. To be worthy of death for suggesting that Gentiles may be the object of salvation and the plan of God was never at any time “worthy of death”, for God’s plan from the days of Moses on was that all could be saved through faith. Leviticus 16:29-31, Isaiah 11:10, 42:6, 49:22, 60:3ff, Jeremiah 16:19, Joel 3:9.

Verse 23. 
The signs of extreme rage were to tear off clothes, or tear clothes, and to throw dust in the air. All three occur here, such is the anger of this group. They hate Paul and all he stands for, as they hated the message of God as lived and delivered by Jesus. Malachi 24:9, Mark 13:13, Luke 19:14, 21:17, John 15:18, 24-25, 17:14. 

Verse 24. 
The Commanding Officer of the garrison of the Fortress, having given Paul the chance to quieten the mob now faces a further riot, and so quickly bundles Paul into the Fortress and prepares to torture him to extort a confession of whatever crime he is guilty of, and given the high passions he provokes it is clear to the Centurion that Paul is guilty of something. This was the normal way of “questioning” a prisoner and would remain so throughout the world until recent days! 
This centurion was not a barbarous man, simply a practical one. Paul had clearly done something, and his words had stirred up such hatred so quickly, that it was logical to believe that he was guilty of something serious to the crowd. Roman protocol called for a simple application of pain to find out what was really going on. This was ordered. Scourging would often kill a man, for to be beaten with a whip into which were woven bits of metal, glass and pottery was to have your back ripped to shreds. Paul had suffered this before and after a fast was in no condition to face it again, if he didn’t have to. Acts 16:22-24.

Verse 25. 
The Commanding Officer simply leaves the beating in the hands of a junior Centurion, who with four men will tie the condemned man to a rack and beat him until he confesses to something. It is to this man that Paul speaks as he realizes what is about to happen. The commander has headed back to his quarters, or possibly up to the battlements of the fortress to observe the crowd below and ensure there is no larger riot or insurrection building up. The riot that has led to the arrest of Paul may be the start of something much larger and the guards will all be at “action stations” by this stage. As the several hundred men return to the fortress they will eat, drink and then report for duty to their action stations ready for a full scale attack on the fortress. 

Paul is a nuisance, and he may be much more, so the Roman’s only concern is to establish as quickly as possible what his presence means. It was against Roman Law for a citizen to be tied, chained or beaten while uncondemned of a crime. Paul is by claiming citizenship giving the formal warning to the centurion, and he would have halted proceedings immediately until he received further orders. To beat a citizen was to face the same beating, lash for lash yourself. It was not the sort of thing that a soldier did! It was a serious thing to claim citizenship if you did not have it, for the penalty of this was instant death for the person falsely claiming it.

Verse 26-28. 
The centurion heads straight away for his commanding officer and reports what Paul has claimed, and urges caution. There is a quick series of actions and questions then. The Senior Centurion comes back down to where Paul is being held, and asks the direct question of him, as was required by Roman Law. His question is put in a way that makes it clear that Paul is not believed; he clearly looked too Jewish! The Roman officer takes the citizenship seriously, for he has had to pay a large price to obtain his. Paul however is able to say that he was born to a man already a citizen of Rome. 

There is a great deal of speculation about how Paul may have obtained his citizenship, and the truth is we cannot know. Julius Caesar, on his campaigns in the area of Tarsus rewarded the city and there was a grant of citizenship to those who assisted him. Paul’s father may have been amongst this group, or earned his citizenship for some other meritorious service to the empire; possibly providing a number of tents to a Roman Army that was in dire need. We simply do not know, but we know that the grace and mercy of God ensured he had been born free and was therefore able to claim this privilege here at this crucial point.  God is weaving all of history together here, as he does with us today and every day.
Verse 29-30. 
At this point the section of men who have tied Paul to the rack ready for beating quietly slip away, for they are in danger of being beaten themselves. Their fear is shared by the two officers also, who realize that if Paul is a citizen they have violated the law in preparing him to be beaten without questioning him first, and in chaining him on his arrest. The senior officer is going to prepare a report that casts all their actions in the best possible light, which Luke records later, but here and now he needs some accusation that counts as a charge to even keep holding Paul. Clearly Paul is important, and this man does not know why, so must call the Sanhedrin together to get a charge that will allow him to justify his conduct without being in danger of a beating himself. He sets Paul free of his bonds, gives him a room until dawn, and orders the Sanhedrin to gather to put forward a reason for the seizing of Paul this day.


APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Paul takes full responsibility for all his early actions and acknowledges his part fully in all the evils done against the church; he does not minimize his evil. When a man or woman has been an evil person before their salvation they will always fully acknowledge their evil and never minimize their actions. Beware of those who minimize the evil done in their old lives before they met the Lord. If a person has been truly saved they will always be open about their past; even though forgiven, they will not hide their past sins. 
A genuine brother or sister will not deliver any “surprises”. Be careful of those who do not give you all the facts about their past lives! They are forgiven in Christ, but their past gives a clue to their old sin nature weaknesses and strengths and such things are important to know before they take up any form of work in a church.

How often we think, as Paul records he did here, that we will serve where we have spent all our time, or that our childhood dreams will lead to adult service. Our plans and ideas are not the Lord’s necessarily, and we must be ready for cherished dreams to be blown away by the reality of the new plan for our life. The first lesson of service is the phrase, “your will not mine be done”.  Have you accepted that you don’t have the mind power to plan your own path forward, or are you still telling God what to do?  Jeremiah 10:23-24.
How have you gone with this challenge believer? Have you clung to an old dream, or have you moved on to where the Lord wants you to serve him now? Paul longed to serve in Jerusalem but the Lord was calling him thousands of miles away from his spiritual home, and Paul had learned contentment in the plan. How content are you in the plan for your life?

B.
PASTORAL

Paul is aware that he is in the Lord’s hands, but that means he is to think at all times about what the Lord is doing and work with the plan, not just coast along. Paul speaks when he has opportunity, and then speaks up to save himself from a beating. Some believers pray when they should speak and speak when they should pray. Maturity is what separates the two choices, and the Lord will not put us into situations that we cannot handle. 1 Corinthians 10:13. 
How alert are you pastor to the lessons the Lord may have in each situation you face? How quickly are you ready to pray over issues that need prayer, and how quickly do you speak up when that is required? Wisdom is required in pastoral leadership, and men without it need to step aside or be in prayer for situations to test and grow their wisdom through!

PARAPHRASE

“So it came to pass that once I had returned to Jerusalem that I was in the Temple at prayer and I fell into a trance and saw him (Jesus) saying to me, do not delay, go away with all speed out of Jerusalem, because they will not receive your witness concerning me. And I said, Lord they themselves know that I was the one who was, in every synagogue, imprisoning and flaying alive with a whip all of those believing on you. And when the blood of Stephen, your witness, was poured out (upon the ground), I myself was standing by, happily agreeing to his being put to death, and I was guarding the garments of those who killed him. But he said to me, go, for to the gentile nations that are far away I will send you as my apostle. And they heard him until this word (gentile) and then lifted up their voices, saying, away with him, remove him from the earth, for such a one as this is not fit to live. As they were screaming this out, they were casting off their clothes and throwing dust into the air. The commanding officer (military Tribune) commanded that he be brought into the fortress, ordering (his men to) examine him by scourging (to discover the truth) about why the Jews screamed out against him. But as they stretched him out upon the rack and tied him with leather straps (ready for the whipping) he said to a Centurion standing beside him, Is it legal to scourge a Roman man without his being found guilty of anything? (This Centurion) having come up to the Commanding officer said to him, weigh up well what you are about to do, for this man is a Roman. And having come up (to see him) the Commanding Officer said (to Paul), are you a Roman? And he answered, yes. The Commanding Officer answered Paul saying, with a great sum of money I obtained my citizenship. And Paul said to him, But I was born a Citizen. Immediately therefore, all those who were about to whip him moved away from him quickly, and the Commanding Officer became very afraid, having discovered he was a citizen, for he had bound him, (a Roman Citizen). On the next day, desiring to know clearly what he was charged with by the Jews, he freed him from his chains, and commanded that the Chief Priests and the whole Sanhedrin should come up, and having brought Paul down he set him in their midst.”      

Notes
ACTS CHAPTER 23 

PAUL DEFENDS HIMSELF BEFORE THOSE THAT SENT HIM OUT AS A PERSECUTOR OF THE YOUNG CHURCH

Verses 1 – 10
The central fact of resurrection divides the council.

Verses 11 – 24
The plot to kill Paul and the Lord’s provision to ensure he was safe.

Verses 25 – 35
Paul arrives in Caesarea.

ACTS 23 : 1- 10

1  And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day. 2  And the high priest Ananias commanded them that stood by him to smite him on the mouth. 3  Then said Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, thou whited wall: for sittest thou to judge me after the law, and commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law? 4  And they that stood by said, Revilest thou God's high priest? 5  Then said Paul, I wist not, brethren, that he was the high priest: for it is written, Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy people. 6  But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in question. 7  And when he had so said, there arose a dissension between the Pharisees and the Sadducees: and the multitude was divided. 8  For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both. 9  And there arose a great cry: and the scribes that were of the Pharisees' part arose, and strove, saying, We find no evil in this man: but if a spirit or an angel hath spoken to him, let us not fight against God. 10  And when there arose a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest Paul should have been pulled in pieces of them, commanded the soldiers to go down, and to take him by force from among them, and to bring him into the castle.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Things have changed since Paul was here before, and he meets an “old friend and colleague” in this first trial. It is a loose use of the word “friend”, for Paul knows Ananias well, and he knows him as a total hypocrite, who looks good on the outside but is full of all sorts of evil in his secret behaviours out of the public view. This is the very man who will order the death of James within a few years of this date.  He was of the aristocratic family of Nebedeus, but of the Sadducees like Annas and Caiaphas, and equally corrupt. Like many children of the rich, powerful and corrupt, he had used his influence to obtain the women, drink, and money he wanted to fulfil his lusts, but he kept his public persona as if he was pure. Those working for the family of the High Priests, as Paul had done, knew their corruption, but overlooked it in their own zeal for the Law.  
Paul may have remembered the story of the sons of Eli, and perhaps even hoped that he may one day be the Samuel to restore the glory of the Lord after the corrupt days of the house of Annas. 1 Samuel 2:12-25, 27-36. This very curse upon the house of Eli would come upon the house of Annas and that of the present High Priest; they would all see the destruction of Jerusalem and die in the capture of the city by the Romans, or in Ananias’ case be murdered by the Jewish Assassins as a traitor to their nation, a pro-Roman. They have all been given grace, but Paul’s words to them will be their penultimate warning; James’ death will be their last.

Verse 1.  
Paul was confident in the power of the Holy Spirit as he stepped out in front of the Council this day; he may even have had a slight smile upon his face. Proverbs 28:1. The wheel had turned full circle; he had stood before them last as their servant to be sent out to persecute the church. As he was looking around the room, intently gazing at each man, he met each eye, for he knew most of these men. Once again he begins with the formal greeting of the “synagogue”, recognizing that they are all firstly, men like himself, standing before God in this matter, and secondly they are “brethren”, members of the family of Israel. 

This tells us also that this is not a formal meeting of the whole Sanhedrin, nor is it a formal Jewish court sitting, for the defence never spoke first, and the address to the court would have been far different. As we will see the High Priest (or ex High Priest) is not dressed formally as such, but sits with the others in the front row. This was as many members as can be hustled together to satisfy the Roman Commander to develop a charge against Paul, but it is not the full body.

Having looked around the room he then makes his summary statement for his defence. He strongly asserts that he stands before them with a clear conscience before God and man in all his public and private life. He says that there is nothing at all that bothers his conscience that he fears coming out in any open court. He may be making a deliberate attack upon them by starting this way also, for the matters of “bad conscience” he has, regarding the killing of the Christians, he did as their servant, so they bear the guilt of his bad actions, which he is in effect inviting them to mention. The leaders of the Sanhedrin certainly consider his remarks insulting and biting, and the old corrupt High Priest orders him physically attacked there and then.

Verse 2. 
Paul is in good company when he is attacked by the followers of a corrupt High Priest. As Micaiah in 1 Kings 22:24-25, or Jeremiah, as recorded in Jeremiah 19:14-20:2, were also both men who served the Lord and paid the price of public insult. It was deliberately insulting, and also meant to be intimidating. The High Priest was clearly not dressed as such, and Paul was not aware he had been restored to the Office. This man had been made High Priest by Herod of Chalcis, then recalled to Rome in 52AD to answer charges brought against him for corruption and violence towards Samaritans, and had been released back to Jerusalem some time in the years prior to Paul’s return and served in office for another year. He would die, hunted down in the streets by the Zealot Assassins and stabbed to death as a traitor. It is ironic that this evil man who considered Paul a traitor was killed by even more evil men than himself on the same charge he laid against Paul. There was also another Ananias in some position of power amongst the priesthood (Sadducees Party) in Jerusalem at this time who some believe to be the man referred to here, but the view taken is that this is the true High Priest, as all the actions here are in accordance with his character as history records it. This man acts consistently like the evil Ananias who murdered the Samaritans.    

Verse 3. Paul gets angry here, and loses his cool completely. His indignation at injustice here is misplaced, for what else can he expect from the men who killed the Lord, Stephen and set him loose to kill so many others? This outburst from Paul reminds us of his weakness; he kept on believing that these people would act decently, legally, and were open to the overwhelming evidence he had to put before them.  This encourages me a lot, for I have been accused by people of “always giving evil people the benefit of the doubt”, and then later I am hurt by them.  I am happy to have been like Paul here, but I am learning, as he did, and I now expect evil from evil people.  The Lord’s words, Matthew 7:13-23, John 2:24-25, burn into my mind now.

Paul genuinely believed at this point, that as he was their man who had been saved by Jesus; that they would at least be interested in why he changed sides! All they saw was a traitor, and they were certainly not interested in evidence of anything that would lead to their changing from their place of wealth and privilege to Paul’s place of despised servant of Jesus! Paul loved his people, loved his old city, and even still loved his old teachers and friends, and it was only on this day that he realized fully that most now hated him for the Gospel’s sake, just as Jesus had himself prophesied. Mark 13:13, Luke 21:17.

Paul knew Sanhedrin Law, for he had been there and was part of the very early formation of what would become the Mishnah. No-one could be struck before being condemned of a capital offence. It was the insult offered as part of the injustice of the Lord’s trial also. Matthew 26:67, Mark 14:65, Luke 22:54-57, John 18:19-23. Paul spat the word “smite” back to the High Priest as the strongest accusation of injustice possible. He has been shocked and offended, for he expected a civilized hearing here; a collegial chat about the issues!  He is now starting to see that their view of him is so far away from logic and reason that he can achieve little here except providing more opportunities for them to murder him. They violate the Law they are sworn to uphold. Deuteronomy 25:1-3, Psalms 58:1-2, 94:20-23, Proverbs 17:13,15, Micah 3:9ff.

Jesus harshest words were reserved for this group of hypocrites, who now have gathered to explore if they can get the Romans to judge and condemn Paul. Jesus words were harsh and biting regarding the hypocrisy of these men who loved the power and prestige of their positions, and abused the people of God who they were sworn to protect and teach truth to. Matthew 23:1ff, especially verses 25ff, when he reminds them that they are killers at heart. Paul will only, after the blow to his mouth, remember the words of Jesus and they burst out from his broken teeth. Matthew 23:27. He now knows where he is; this is not a court, but the headquarters of the den of thieves who run the now corrupt religious system. All that can be done when defending yourself against thieves is to get them to fight amongst themselves, and that is the strategy Paul adopts, as we will see below. (He has a few friends left and they may be the ones who try to release him).

Verse 4-5. 
Paul was clearly heaping abuse upon the High Priest, at least in the eyes of the Sadducee party in the Sanhedrin. They were wrong in striking him, but he was wrong in his attack on them, but he will recover his composure. There are two possible explanations of Paul’s attack upon Ananias. Firstly, Paul was not aware until this point that he was the High Priest, for the office had been made vacant while Ananias was in Rome and the Romans now appointed people at their own will. He was sitting in an honoured place at the front, but Paul was not aware until right now that he is High Priest, as he cannot have been formally dressed. His words have been accurate regarding this man, but unwise, given he is his judge! 

It is at least clear to Paul that there is now no chance of justice from this corrupt group. He quickly recovers himself by quoting scripture, Exodus 22:28, Ecclesiastes 10:20, once more affirming that he stands before them as a believer in the Law and the Prophets. He apologizes to these evil men, as he must. It is always a difficult moment when a believer recognizes that they have joined the evil in their evil!  We are never to be hesitant to apologize to evil men for joining them.  Any apology is to be without sarcasm, and be genuine.  We can afford to be very polite to hell bound men.
The second explanation of Paul’s words draws upon Jewish records of debates between Rabbis, especially when one has behaved disgracefully. To say, “I didn’t know you were High Priest”, in the context of the insults Rabbis could hurl at each other, may be translated as follows; “I didn’t recognize you as High Priest because you are not acting like a genuine High Priest”. “I didn’t know you” can mean in this way, “I didn’t know you were so evil as to ignore the very Law you are sworn to uphold”.  While this has been argued by some, I don not think it worthy of Paul in this situation.

This second explanation of Paul’s words fits as neatly into a rabbinic pattern of thinking, as the explanation that he loses his temper at this man who he does not recognize immediately. I still prefer the explanation that makes the apology genuine towards this evil man, as that suits Paul’s whole life and attitudes.   From the letter to the Galatians 4:12-16, we also know Paul suffered severe eye troubles at times, and it may be that his eye sight was not good at this time and he was, like a short sighted man without glasses speaking to a group whose faces were a little indistinct to him and the High Priest may not be dressed in an obvious way to identify him to the indifferently sighted Paul.

Verse 6-8. 
Paul now sees that there is no hope of any resolution in this unbalanced semi-court sitting. It is clear that the noble members of the group, like the Pharisaic Rabbis of note are either absent from this hurriedly called “court”, or outnumbered by the Sadducees. The legitimate members of the Sanhedrin either had not arrived, or been hindered from coming, and so no justice will be done here.  This was a true “rump” meeting, deliberately weighted against Paul, so that any Pharisee supporters there would have to be careful of their open statements in his defence, for their lives were at stake. 

The president of the Sanhedrin at this time was Rabbi Simeon Bar Gamaliel, the son of the great Rabbi Gamaliel, Acts 5:33-40. Jewish tradition records that Simeon and Paul had studied together and were friends. If he was there that day, why does he not speak? Why is the High Priest in his chair, and why does Luke not refer to him as he did to his father? The only obvious explanation is that he, and key others were not there.  Paul clearly sees that the Sadducees have control of the body he is appearing before, but it may be he sees some old friends who would try to get him released but are restricted by the hatred that is almost universal for him. 

Paul would understand that political considerations have silenced them. They cannot speak up in his defence, but they can support his doctrine, and therefore his release if he mentions the resurrection. We cannot know what is behind Luke’s lack of reference to Pharisee names behind the shouted support for the resurrection. A likely explanation is that Paul would not let Luke refer to any living Pharisee supporters of his, lest they be killed as traitors for supporting Paul; that his silence is protecting his old friends, who still may have been moderating from within the hatred that represented the majority voice by this time. 
One at least, from this council, hears of the plot to kill Paul and gets word to him. It would be dangerous to mention any names in Acts as it is a document to be used in court by Theophilus defending Paul in Nero’s court, and would be available to the accusers, who would quickly kill any who were recorded as supporting Paul covertly.

Paul uses the divide and rule strategy to buy some time for himself to plan his next move; or see what the Lord can do with their division over doctrine, rather than their unity in desiring his death. The council members there know him and his beliefs full well. Philippians 3:5-6. Some amongst the Pharisee Party may still hold friendship for him, most would still have respect for his background, and there was enough arrogance amongst this group that meant they would excuse anyone anything as long as they had a good father and went to the right schools. This mentality exists in our own day and is called “the old school tie”; meaning, that if someone went to your old school they couldn’t be that bad, no matter what the evidence against them. 

Paul picks on the one doctrine that would open up division like no other – the resurrection of the saved to eternal life! Matthew 10:34ff, John 7:40-43. The Sadducees hated the very thought of resurrection, believing in soul extinction, and the Pharisees believed totally in it. Matthew 22:23, Mark 12:18-27, Luke 20:27-43. The Sadducees not only rejected the resurrection but also rejected the belief in angels and all things in the spiritual realm; they practiced a moral faith, akin to modern liberalism, that had the earth and this life as its total focus.

Verse 9. 
Paul’s objective was to create division and this occurred straight away. The entire group breaks down the middle with yells and screams and debate. All their differences are exposed and their hatred of each other overcomes any hatred they may have for Paul and the Christians. This is a good picture of the fragility of the peace in Judea at this time, and a portent of things to come, for once the siege of Jerusalem was begun in earnest by the Romans the Jews lost more people to internal fighting in the streets than they did to the Roman siege. From Paul’s talk the day before all these men now know what his testimony is. 
They can believe he is deceived and a deceiver, or God has spoken to him, or he has become a little mad, and hears voices. The Sadducees just hate him and want him eliminated any way possible, whereas the “old school tie of Pharisaism”, and possibly his old friends, wants to give him an excuse. All the voices are raised, and all end up screaming different things. James 3:14-18, 4:1-3. 

Verse 10. 
The argument is strong and heated and the Commanding Officer, who must be getting a bit sick of the problems he is having with Paul, must rush to his rescue again, before the two groups pull him apart. He doesn’t go himself this time, he simply orders his men to rush down and seize Paul by force and bring him back to the Fortress. He doesn’t want to lose a Roman prisoner before a charge is laid, and he still needs a charge laid, but he waits overnight for “something to come up”, and in the Lord’s plan something does!

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Paul is one of the great minds of history, but he was foolish to believe he was going to receive any hearing at all from this unbalanced group. But he is no more or less foolish than most of us have been when we entered into situations expecting things to be done one way, and discovering the reality was a lot different. Paul went in to the “rump” Sanhedrin expecting logic and decency but forgot the evil of men who have rejected the truth of the Lord. 

We forget this fact also at our peril. We may have been brought up to believe in basic values, but we err when we expect others to follow these same values, unless we have evidence that these values are shared, and the other people’s lives indicate that they believe and apply them. We must not trust people without evidence that they can be trusted! Jesus did not trust himself to untested people, and we must not trust them either! John 2:25. 

Too many believers equate modern liberalism with Christian faith and practice, but like the Sadducees of old they are hate filled servants of the enemy. Jesus shows us a reality focused attitude to life and work; he saw men and women for what they were, not what he wanted to believe they could be. We are to be like him and see people as they are, not as we want to believe they are! Paul quickly demonstrates his intellect and faith and targets his words to creating the only situation that can lead to his acquittal; by dividing the group and making it worth while for them to let him go rather than split the group totally.

Good men get angry and can go too far. Paul over stepped the mark in his criticism of the High priest, but this is forgiven him, for he told the truth. He had to see this day that the truth is not welcome in some places, and in such places the safest thing is to escape as soon as is possible, as far away as possible. We can get precious about the unbelievers who reject the gospel message and expect civility that will soon dessert from their lives. We forget to our peril, that the Lord told his early disciples to move on if their message was rejected. 
Judgment is the flip side of the Gospel, and it remains the flip side. When people reject the truth, we are to pray for them and move quickly away to where people will hear the truth, and we are to do so without regrets or broken hearts! People are making their own choices, and they are to be left with the responsibility for, and consequences of, their choices. Matthew 10:5-31, 11:21-26, Luke 10:3-16. 

As you read these words of commission from the Lord himself, it becomes clear that he desired his disciples to be alert to the truth about people, and realistic in their assessments of situations. Paul quickly recovers himself and targets the only topic that gives him a chance for acquittal. How well do you know the belief systems of those who oppose you believer? If you walk in dangerous places giving the truth you are under an obligation to know the people and their beliefs, or else your testimony amongst them will be short and your end violent.

Do not be surprised at hatred from those who have rejected the truth, for your very life convicts and reproves them. People do not enjoy living alongside someone whose quiet confidence contrasts so strongly with their own inner agitation, frustration and fear! There is a great battle going on for the souls of men and believers who want to be of service for the Lord need to fully understand the hatred of the enemy for them, and relax and still focus on doing the job the Lord has assigned them. Hatred is not to put us off, nor distract us for a minute from the task the Lord has called us to. We are protected only by the words of the Lord, and we need to know them well, so that the Holy Spirit can use them to encourage us under pressure. We cannot trust people, but we can always trust the words of the Lord to be truthful, encouraging and real!

Paul walked with the Lord, and even his outburst at the High Priest does not place him outside the plan of God, for he deals with his anger and refocuses himself with clarity of thought, anchored fully in his understanding of the centrality of the doctrine of the resurrection to Christianity and to the divisions of the Sanhedrin. The Lord once again uses the pagan, but ever alert, Roman army to rescue Paul, and they rush to their work, and he is delivered from violence yet again. The Lord can protect his people; we can draw comfort and encouragement from this passage as we remind ourselves that we serve a living God who will not let us die one second before we are due to in accordance with HIS PLAN, not the enemy’s plan! 

B.
PASTORAL

The pastor must be both educated in all matters of theology and be quick thinking under maximum pressure. Paul demonstrates true pastoral character and preparation here. He is ready to stand before these people, and able to see what is and is not possible before them. He expects too much initially from them, but quickly recovers once he sees the truth. If he sees his friends and recognizes them, and they him, he gives them the one doctrine that they can use to try to free him. 

Paul has been beaten up the day before, and so will still be severely bruised and possibly cut, yet he is calm before this group and focuses beyond any pain he feels and tries to witness to them. We see Paul constantly pushing through the pain barrier in all his work. He sets us an example. How often have you cancelled an engagement due to tiredness or sickness or injury pastor? Look back at that time and ask yourself if it was an important speaking engagement, and if you had suffered like Paul has here? Were you nearly beaten to death the day before? 
Paul gives us no room to wimp out of service with a few cuts and bruises! God calls us to be real men and women, ready to suffer and still stand up, as true soldiers! 1 Corinthians 16:13. On the battlefields of the ancient world there were no medics to treat wounds until victory was won, and the soldier was expected to keep fighting until he passed out. That is the standard Paul sets us as the servants of the Lord, and that is the standard that the Lord sets also! Mark 13:12, Romans 6:3-9, 1 Corinthians 15:54-56, Philippians 1:20, 2:8, Hebrews 2:9-15, 1 John 3:4.

PARAPHRASE

“And having looked intently at the Sanhedrin (for some time) Paul spoke. ‘Men, brethren, I, in all good conscience towards God, have conducted my life until this very day’. But the high priest Ananias commanded those standing by Paul to repeatedly strike his mouth. Then Paul said to him, ‘may the Lord keep on striking you, you white washed wall (you hypocrite). And you (pretend) to sit in judgment of me according to the Law, and yet you command me to be repeatedly struck, contrary to the Law’. And those who stood alongside Paul said to him, ‘why do you heap abuse upon the High Priest?’ And then Paul said, ‘I was not aware until this point brethren, that this was the High Priest; for as it is written, you shall not speak evil of the ruler of your people’. (Exodus 22:28). But having seen and understood that a part of the Sanhedrin consisted of Pharisees and the other part consisted of Sadducees, Paul cried out to them, ‘Men, brethren, I am a Pharisee, son of a Pharisee. It is concerning the confident belief in the resurrection of the dead that I am being judged’. And having spoken this, there was a division (of the entire Sanhedrin) into the two parties, (with the Pharisees on one side and the Sadducees on the other). Sadducees say there is no resurrection, nor angels or spirit, but Pharisees believe both. And there was great clamour and confusion, and having risen to their feet the scribes of the Pharisee’s party were arguing, saying, we find nothing evil in this man, and if a spirit or angel spoke to him, then let us not fight against God. And a great (tide of anger and discord) rose up, so that the Commanding Officer feared that Paul would be torn apart by them, and so commanded his troops, who having gone down, seized Paul by force from the middle of them, and they brought him (safely) back into the fortress.”   

ACTS 23 : 11- 24

11  And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome. 12  And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded together, and bound themselves under a curse, saying that they would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. 13  And they were more than forty which had made this conspiracy. 14  And they came to the chief priests and elders, and said, We have bound ourselves under a great curse, that we will eat nothing until we have slain Paul. 15  Now therefore ye with the council signify to the chief captain that he bring him down unto you to morrow, as though ye would enquire something more perfectly concerning him: and we, or ever he come near, are ready to kill him. 16  And when Paul's sister's son heard of their lying in wait, he went and entered into the castle, and told Paul. 17  Then Paul called one of the centurions unto him, and said, Bring this young man unto the chief captain: for he hath a certain thing to tell him. 18  So he took him, and brought him to the chief captain, and said, Paul the prisoner called me unto him, and prayed me to bring this young man unto thee, who hath something to say unto thee. 19  Then the chief captain took him by the hand, and went with him aside privately, and asked him, What is that thou hast to tell me? 20  And he said, The Jews have agreed to desire thee that thou wouldest bring down Paul to morrow into the council, as though they would enquire somewhat of him more perfectly. 21  But do not thou yield unto them: for there lie in wait for him of them more than forty men, which have bound themselves with an oath, that they will neither eat nor drink till they have killed him: and now are they ready, looking for a promise from thee. 22  So the chief captain then let the young man depart, and charged him, See thou tell no man that thou hast shewed these things to me. 23  And he called unto him two centurions, saying, Make ready two hundred soldiers to go to Caesarea, and horsemen threescore and ten, and spearmen two hundred, at the third hour of the night; 24  And provide them beasts, that they may set Paul on, and bring him safe unto Felix the governor.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

When we stand fearlessly for the Lord in matters such as Paul stood we can expect the Lord’s encouragement, through believing friends, the scriptures, or by direct vision or revelation, as here. Paul is in need of direct encouragement, for he would be in grave doubt about what to do next, seeing how great the hatred of the majority party of the Sadducees is against him. The Lord does not abandon his saints in their point of confusion or need. 

Verse 11. 
Paul will be forced in the months ahead to appeal to Caesar. Such an act would be unthinkable to a Jew, to appeal to a pagan tribunal for justice! Paul has warned the Corinthians already about the dangers of going to law before a pagan tribunal. 1 Corinthians 6:1-11. The Lord’s appearance beside his bed this night is a significant encouragement and also a specific direction; that he is not to fear going to Rome to speak before Caesar, for that is the plan for him. He will wait until this is clearly his only option, but will not waiver in his resolve once he sees that the time has come to make this appeal, nor will he doubt in faith during the storm, for he knows the Lord’s word to him is true and dependable. Acts 25:10-12. The Lord will even encourage Paul’s faith again by the visit of an angel during the final storm on the voyage to Rome. Acts 27:21-26. 

Confidence in the midst of pressure is the hallmark of the mature believer, because they recall whose they are, and who is always with them. Psalms 46:1-2, Isaiah 41:8 – 15, 43:1-2, Jeremiah 15:15 – 19, Matthew 28:20. The Lord knows our needs, and he remembers we are dust. Psalms 103:14. If we need special encouragement then we will receive it, and Paul does here. The Lord knows how to build our confidence, and this he does, as we express our faith we receive more encouragement to further and stronger faith. Matthew 13:11-12. Christian growth occurs as faith is expressed in action and then encouraged to grow to greater heights.

Verse 12. 
A group of unbelieving Jewish zealots gather and take an oath to kill Paul. This was not an uncommon thing and the High Priest does not get disturbed by this, and nor do his men. These men take their oath illegitimately, for no oath can be taken in God’s name, as this one was, to commit evil, but this has never stopped the self righteous! Numbers 30:2-16, Deuteronomy 23:21-23. 

A careful reading of these verses makes it clear that the oaths taken by these men were able to be broken, for they were not legitimate, and one of the rabbis that approved their vow would absolve them of it later. They didn’t go hungry when it became impossible to kill Paul. God’s plans are always better than mans, and the Lord knows how to protect his own. Psalms 2:1-5, 64:1-10, Isaiah 8:9-14, Jeremiah 11:19-20. 

Verse 13. 
It was not an insignificant group, and it needed to be to overpower the Roman guard that would have brought Paul across the Temple court the next day. The Romans may have sent twenty men, but even if they sent a hundred men a crowd could distract the bulk of them and a few slip through and stab Paul to death. John 16:1-4. It would have been a shock to Paul when he discovered just how deeply he was hated by the zealots and Sadducees. 

Verse 14. 
They fully disclose their plan to the Chief Priest and the elders of the Sanhedrin. Such a murderous scheme was totally opposed to all that the Mosaic Law stood for, and these were the men who were sworn to uphold the Law, yet they do nothing to condemn this plan. It is an interesting thing to note that each of these men was to die violently themselves during the siege of Jerusalem ten years later or when the city fell in 70AD. Psalms 52:1-5, Jeremiah 6:13-15, 8:10-13, Hosea 4:6-9, Micah 7:1-8.

Verse 15. 
They even suggest the very lies for the council members to use to get the Commanding Officer of the Fortress to use to ensure Paul is brought down so they can “do away with him”. Paul can claim any number of the Psalms, above and following. Psalms 21:11-12, 37:32-36, 39-40. The Council members can refer to many additional verses that condemn such things as are suggested here. Proverbs 1:11-19, 4:14-17, Isaiah 59:1-8. These men have well and truly left behind truth and justice, and seek only to maintain their power and position at any price. They will all fall into judgment through the same violence that they here plot against God’s man.  As we judge – so we are judged by God!
Verse 16. 
God ensured that the secret plot was out, and the plans are overheard by Paul’s nephew, who at great risk to his own life enters the Fortress and warns Paul. To enter the Fortress as a Jew was to render oneself unclean, and unable to worship in the Temple until ceremonially cleansed, but this would be difficult, as to enter the Fortress made you a collaborator with the hated Romans and so a target for being killed by the zealots well before any sacrifice could be offered for you. This boy has courage and is prepared to face the hatred of his people for his uncle. 

Verse 17. 
Paul calls over a Centurion immediately and asks for the boy to be taken directly to the Commanding Officer in absolute secrecy, and that is crucial given the spies everywhere. Paul does not trust the Centurion, or anyone else, he directs the information directly to the one man who can give the orders for his safety. Paul does not trust anyone other than the people who have proved themselves by their actions as the Commander has. Matthew 10:16-18.

Verse 18-19. 
The Centurion reports what he has been told, and only what he has been told. He is a model soldier, doing what he is told, and exactly what he is told. Everyone will be a little on edge with Paul, given that they have had to rescue him twice now. There is concern over what is actually happening out there in the Temple precincts. Claudius Lysias takes the interruption seriously and draws the boy aside so that he will not be over heard. No-one is trusting anyone at this point, and rightly so, for there are too many spies about on all sides. 

Verse 20-21. 
The boy is very specific and full in his information to Claudius Lysias. He tells him what will happen, and then what is planned. This is the right order, for when the Council asks for the first thing he will know that the boy’s story is correct and the attack is genuinely planned for the next day. Psalms 12:2, Daniel 6:4-10. The boy says to the senior officer, that the Council now awaits his decision on the matter. All they need is his agreement and Paul is as good as dead as he walks to the Council meeting. Paul has escaped many threats before, 2 Corinthians 11:23-33, but this one is a well laid murder plot, and sure to succeed if he walks down into the Temple that day.

Verse 22. 
Absolute secrecy is vital for what must occur next. The boy is sworn to secrecy by Claudius Lysias, and sent away into the early evening. His life depends on his silence, for if it is known he has betrayed the plot he and his household would have all been killed. The centurion need not worry.  By the time Acts is written in Rome Paul’s family will need to have moved out of Jerusalem or they may still have faced “execution” by the zealots. 


Verse 23. 
The Commanding Officer now moves very quickly, for he knows that the boy has told him the truth, as he has likely already been asked for the revisit to the Sanhedrin the next day. He prepares a force to move that night. It must be a well balanced force, that will be able to take Paul quickly down to Caesarea, deal with any attacks on the road down, and then return back to the city quickly in case there are troubles there the next day when Paul is discovered to be not coming to the arranged meeting. Claudius Lysias can delay the meeting of the Sanhedrin, telling them he can only bring Paul down in the afternoon, and that will give his troops time to get Paul away, and for the heavily armed soldiers to return safely without too much fear of attack on the way, so that they are back inside the Fortress ready to defend it if the mob reforms and attacks them there. 

He chooses two centuries of heavy infantry (200 heavily armed foot soldiers of the Legions), under a Centurion each, then two groups of what the Romans called “Auxiliary” troops, who were attached to the Legions for their specific skills in one aspect of warfare. The two troops he selects are fast moving units. Seventy cavalry soldiers who can move very fast, and a further two hundred auxiliary lightly armed, with smaller shields, called “spearmen” after their longer spears than the Roman throwing javelins, who will provide greater protection for the two legionary centuries on the march back to Jerusalem, and can move quickly and cover long distances. 

By leaving at 9pm at night and forced marching at a very fast pace, the quick moving infantry will be able to leave Paul at the fort of Antipatris 40 kms away, for the cavalry to ride on with him, and then forced march quickly back to Jerusalem arriving late the next day, before the Sanhedrin are fully aware that Paul is not coming. A forced march of eighty kilometres in a day and a night was not out of hand for the Roman army which had moved 100kms in one day and night at various times. The movement of such a body of soldiers at night would not have raised any alarm, as it occurred often in this city under occupation. Speed is of priority on this day.     

Verse 24. 
There were horses provided for Paul and his team and they joined the army detachment as it prepared to move out of the Fortress. The plural of “beasts” indicates that there were spare horses for the men also, just in case one went lame on the road. They have only one order given to them; “safely get these men through to Felix the Governor”. The order is clear; they are to move quickly and efficiently and kill anyone who tries to hinder or stop them. There is no room for compromise or failure; they are to succeed in their mission or die trying, but Paul is to be delivered alive to Felix, or they will be executed themselves. The Romans did not have any time for failure; to fail was to die. Paul is in safe hands this night and with a Roman cloak around him he will be indistinguishable from the cavalry in the darkness.

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Courage is once again under the spotlight in this section. This time it is the courage of the young nephew of Paul’s who risks his life here to warn his uncle. This family could have distanced themselves from their “turncoat” Pharisee uncle, but they stand by him, when others would not. Paul is betrayed by many people later in his life, and he is used to standing alone, but the Lord gives him faithful relatives at this crucial point. We are called to stand courageously for the truth and those standing for it, even if we disagree with their methods or some of their doctrines. A brother in need is a brother. 2 Timothy 4:9-18.

Religious hypocrisy does evil to achieve what it considers a “good end”. Their motto is “the end justifies the means”. We must beware of our methods in achieving our ends, for it is easy to justify wrong actions because we have a good goal in sight. It is a short step towards judicial murder! The Christian way is the way of prayer, whereby if the door does not open through prayer and the power of the Holy Spirit no crow bars are used to open it! We follow the Holy Spirit not the plans of man. We are to be guided always by the words and spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that means that we are not ever to consider evil means to achieve a good result.  

B.
PASTORAL

Knowing of an evil and doing nothing is still sin! The Sadducees amongst the Sanhedrin leadership erred greatly in their silent approval of Paul’s murder. Each of these men would pay the ultimate price and lose his own life in violence and their entire families would either die with them or go into Roman slavery after the fall of the city. These cultured and educated people allowed murder into their hearts and in consequence they saw every-thing they valued destroyed because they undermined their own morality by their evil decisions. The Lord was gracious to these people, who had killed Christ, then Stephen, then try to kill Paul, and will go on to kill James.  Their attitudes and decisions will condemn them all.
Paul remains cool and thoughtful when he hears the story of the plot. He doesn’t blurt out the story, he thinks of secrecy and the importance of not trusting anyone with the information except the man who can order the legions to move. Paul keeps thinking under pressure. As leaders of the Lord’s people we are called to constant vigilance and to ensure we keep thinking under pressure. 

PARAPHRASE

“But the following night, the Lord, standing by him said, ‘be of good courage Paul, for just as you fully testified to the truth concerning me in Jerusalem, just so, it is necessary for you also to testify (concerning me) in Rome’. And it became a new day and a group of Jewish men banded together in a conspiracy, placing themselves under a great curse, that they would neither eat nor drink until they killed Paul. And there were more than forty men who had made this conspiracy. These men, having come to the Chief Priest and Elders said, ‘with a curse we have cursed ourselves, to taste nothing until we have killed Paul. Now therefore, (working together with) the Sanhedrin, make representation to the Commanding Officer (of the Fortress), so that tomorrow he may bring Paul down to you. (Pretend) that you are wanting to make more precise enquiries about the matters concerning him, and we will be ready to kill him before he even arrives’. But the son of Paul’s sister heard of the conspiracy, and he arrived at the Fortress and entered in and reported to Paul. And Paul, having called one of the Centurions to him, said, ‘take this young man to the Commanding Officer, for he has something to report to him’. He (took this information very seriously indeed) and brought him to the Commanding Officer. He reported, ‘the prisoner Paul, having called to me, asked me to lead this young man to you, he having something to say to you’. Having taken (the young man) by the hand, he drew him aside (privately) and asked him, ‘what is it that you have to report to me?’ The boy answered, ‘the Jewish (leaders) have agreed to request of you tomorrow, that you bring down Paul to appear before the Sanhedrin, (pretending that it is) about enquiring more precisely into matters concerning him. You therefore, do not be persuaded by them, for more than forty men will lie in ambush; who have put themselves under a curse, not to eat nor drink until they have killed Paul. And even now they are ready, waiting for your response’. The Commanding Officer dismissed the young man, having solemnly ordered him; ‘do not utter a word to anyone, of what you have reported to me’. And having called to him two Centurions, he said to them, ‘prepare two hundred soldiers, that they may go as far as Caesarea, and seventy cavalry, and two hundred spearmen, and (be ready to march by) the third watch of the night’.”

ACTS 23 : 25 - 35

25 And he wrote a letter after this manner: 26  Claudius Lysias unto the most excellent governor Felix sendeth greeting. 27  This man was taken of the Jews, and should have been killed of them: then came I with an army, and rescued him, having understood that he was a Roman. 28  And when I would have known the cause wherefore they accused him, I brought him forth into their council: 29  Whom I perceived to be accused of questions of their law, but to have nothing laid to his charge worthy of death or of bonds. 30  And when it was told me how that the Jews laid wait for the man, I sent straightway to thee, and gave commandment to his accusers also to say before thee what they had against him. Farewell. 31  Then the soldiers, as it was commanded them, took Paul, and brought him by night to Antipatris. 32  On the morrow they left the horsemen to go with him, and returned to the castle: 33  Who, when they came to Caesarea and delivered the epistle to the governor, presented Paul also before him. 34  And when the governor had read the letter, he asked of what province he was. And when he understood that he was of Cilicia; 35  I will hear thee, said he, when thine accusers are also come. And he commanded him to be kept in Herod's judgment hall.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Claudius Lysias shows himself to be a good politician in this letter; for he omits things, and emphasizes his actions to make himself look good. It is a wonderful piece of military writing that all old soldiers will identify immediately as the genuine article. He has reason to be careful, for he bound and prepared to beat a Roman citizen and that carried the death penalty no matter what the rank of the man involved.  He is reasonably sure that Paul will support him, but is writing like a man who knew that every word carried his hopes or death warrant in them.
Verse 25 -26. 
The letter we have here is a formal one, and a good example of a Roman letter of the time. Many have been found at Oxyrynchus in Egypt and from them we get a good idea of what is fake and what is real amongst the writings of the first century, and this letter is clearly a copy by Luke of an original. Paul may have seen it, or heard it read aloud, or Luke may even have had access to it in the archives of Caesarea as “evidence” for the trial. 

It is written to a man who we hear of outside the biblical record. Tacitus, the Roman historian of this period records that, Felix was “a master of all cruelty and lust, and he exercised the power of a king with the spirit of a slave”. Felix was brother of Pallas, who was a favourite of the Emperor Claudius, and so Felix was given the Procuratorship of Judea in 52 AD. He had been a slave, was made a freedman, and had become a governor by influence, not by ability, but he believed himself great and wise, and like all who rise too quickly he believed his own publicity! 
He was arrogant and self centred, and abused his power so badly that he was recalled to Rome in disgrace after Jewish complaints about him in 58 AD. He had married Drusilla, sister of King Agrippa I in the hope of currying favour with the Jews, but his arrogance and money hungry nature offended everyone. Drusilla was, at the time of her seduction by Felix, married to King Aziz of Emesa!  This Roman was the worst of men, yet he is the protector of Paul, and the Lord will ensure Paul is protected there!  This man is evidence of God’s ability to use the worst men in his Plan to protect his own.


Verse 27. 
Claudius Lysias is a clever man, and has quietly altered the time line of the events to suit his actions and make them appear better. He mentions that he rushed to the aid of Paul with his army (true), but gives as his reason that he knew he was a Roman (false). He skips the inconvenient truth about the chains and the near scourging, as such things would end his life.  He mentions that the Jewish authorities had tried to kill Paul in the Temple and that there was a further plot to kill him later (verse 30), and that he had sent him for safety to Caesarea.  

Verse 28. 
He is right on the mark here, for he was and remains confused as to what the fuss about Paul is about. There is a baffling religious argument here that this man cannot understand. They were keeping on accusing him of something but this practical Roman could not work out what it was and why they hated him so much. 

Verse 29. 
Like Gallio before him in Corinth, Acts 18:14ff, Lysias has worked out that this is a purely religious matter and certainly not worthy of death under Roman Law. This is a strong statement that indicates that an acquittal could be expected under Roman Law, and some believe that this is why Paul was given comparative open arrest in Caesarea while he was there. This is important for the case against Paul in Rome for each of the Roman Governors/Judges he will appear before find him not guilty of any Roman offence. (Gallio, Lysias, Felix, and later Festus).   

Verse 30. 
Claudius Lysias links the accusers with the outlawed sect of the assassins and thereby makes it even more clear that he believes that Paul is guilty of falling out with some rebel group in Jerusalem and no more. This will be the issue that the venal Felix will latch onto, for he wants to stay onside with the Jewish authorities, and does not want them to feel he has let a man go that they hate, thereby making him their enemy also. All his schemes will fall down around him, but he is going to play a game over the next two years with Paul. 
This evil and corrupt man’s plots to receive a bribe will work out well for us, for it is during this time that Luke travels around Palestine retracing Jesus steps and speaking with all who met him that he can find and as a result writes his Gospel and begins the book of Acts, so the Lord uses this man’s venality to the glory of the Lord.  While he waits for a bribe, the servants of the Lord work out his will and we have the Gospel of Luke and Acts as a result!  Never worry about the corruption of the evil men in whose power you find yourself trapped – God is the weaver of his own plan and all the evils of men will later be seen to be woven in, for the glory of the Lord and protection of his saints.
Verse 31-32. 
The soldiers are tough and hard men, and Paul must match them this night, for they set out at 9pm that night and walk all night at a steady fast pace. They reach Antipatris the next day and leave Paul with the cavalry to carry on from there, and return immediately themselves to Jerusalem, a round trip of 80 kms in a night and a day. There is no time for sleep, as they must stay ahead of the assassins, or any messenger carrying instructions to any of a dozen zealot bands roaming the countryside at this time. Josephus records that the countryside was aflame with robber and zealot bands. The great rebellion is only seven years away and the groups that will lead the revolt against the Romans are already gathering strength while the corrupt Procurators play and rob the countryside themselves. 

Verse 33-35. 
Felix receives the letter and the prisoner. The arrival of such a cavalry unit would have created a stir in the fort, as it was not a routine arrival. One can only imagine the reaction of Philip and his family, and the rest of the church given the prophecy of Agabus only just over a week before. Acts 21:8-14. Felix asks what province Paul is from, for he will have to seek proof that he is a Roman citizen and write to the Governor of that province to seek official verification. He gives Paul the formal answer that he will hear the case, but only once the accusers have arrived, so he can hear them also. Paul is held under guard, but with certain privileges in the camp itself, not in a prison cell. 

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Faith is the theme behind this section. It teaches us again that we can have faith in the plan and purpose of God, for the Lord will work his purposes for us out no matter who we run up against in life. Felix is the worst of men, yet he will play his part. Claudius Lysias, although a good solid man and soldier, is also trying to make himself look good, but it doesn’t matter, for he too is playing his part in the plan. 
The Lord is able to use all these men and weave together his plan without violating any of their volitions. This story, as it unfolds in Caesarea is a wonderful reminder that we have a great God and that the plan is going to work out and we can relax within it.  “Greater is He within us than he that is in the world.”  1 John 4:4.
B.
PASTORAL

Paul has to ride with these men, and be prepared himself to have a thirty six hour day without complaint, and then stand before Felix and look his best before the Governor. Paul is around 60 years of age, but still tough and fit, and we must be also if we are to be used of the Lord fully. Too many of the Lord’s men and women could not handle a 36 hour day at 30 let alone at 60 years of age! 
We are called to be ready, and we ought to have the “temple of the Holy Spirit” ready for tough service if required. Spiritual fitness and physical fitness will often go together; it is rare for an unfit and unhealthy Christian to be usefully active in service. Even though Paul suffered with illness he still served tirelessly and pushed himself. He was no wimp, and we ought to take a leaf out of his book and be ready for service with the same mental attitude we see here. 

PARAPHRASE

“And he wrote a letter (that read as follows), saying; ‘Claudius Lysias, to the most excellent Governor Felix, Hail (and greetings to you). This man (before you) was seized by the Jews, and was about to be killed by them, when I, having come up with a military force, rescued him. Having learnt that he is a Roman Citizen, and desiring to know (therefore) what charge they have accused him of, I brought him down to their Sanhedrin. (There) I found him to be accused concerning their law, and certainly not accusation worthy of death or bonds. Having been secretly told of a conspiracy against him, about to be carried out by the Jews, I immediately sent him to you, having formally warned his accusers that they need to say the things (they have) against him before you. Farewell’. The soldiers therefore, in accordance with the orders they had received, brought Paul by night to Antipatris. And on the next morning having left the cavalry force to go with Paul, they returned to the Fortress. (The cavalry force) having entered Caesarea delivered the letter to the Governor and presented Paul to him. Having read the letter, the Governor asked Paul from what Roman Province he had come, and was told that he was of Cilicia. ‘I will fully hear you’, he said, ‘when your accusers have arrived’. And he commanded him to be kept under guard in the Praetorium of Herod.”

ACTS CHAPTER 24 

THE CASE AGAINST PAUL IS MADE – PAUL USES IT TO WITNESS FURTHER


Verses 1 – 9
Tertullus the Jewish lawyer makes his case.


Verses 10 – 21
Paul’s defence.


Verses 22 – 27
Paul is caught up with a corrupt governor Felix, but uses his time.

ACTS 24 : 1- 9

1  And after five days Ananias the high priest descended with the elders, and with a certain orator named Tertullus, who informed the governor against Paul. 2  And when he was called forth, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying, Seeing that by thee we enjoy great quietness, and that very worthy deeds are done unto this nation by thy providence, 3  We accept it always, and in all places, most noble Felix, with all thankfulness. 4  Notwithstanding, that I be not further tedious unto thee, I pray thee that thou wouldest hear us of thy clemency a few words. 5  For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes: 6  Who also hath gone about to profane the temple: whom we took, and would have judged according to our law. 7  But the chief captain Lysias came upon us, and with great violence took him away out of our hands, 8  Commanding his accusers to come unto thee: by examining of whom thyself mayest take knowledge of all these things, whereof we accuse him. 9  And the Jews also assented, saying that these things were so.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

“Worm tongue” now speaks. J R R Tolkein’s character, from the Lord of the Rings may take a great deal of his flattering deviousness from this lawyer who serves the corrupt High Priest. There is almost comical humour when this man speaks for his flattery and lies are beyond belief, yet this is the way the leadership of the Jewish nation has gone since their rejection of their Messiah. They use a Jewish man with a Roman name, indicating citizenship himself (like Paul), and a man trained in oratory and the legal system of Rome so that he can argue for them, without them doing anything that would ceremonially defile them, other than sit, sneer, and try to intimidate Paul, and possibly also Felix, with their power, money and political presence.

Verse 1. 
It is a formal procession down from Jerusalem of the very politically important Sanhedrin. Why not let the Paul issue rest? Why are they so determined to kill him? Why not just let him escape back from whence he came and leave a lone assassin in the hills of Asia to finish the job?  This would make sense, and be successful, but common sense rarely rules in satanic plots.  The baffling thing about satanic plans and people is that they pluck defeat from the jaws of victory every time, and their rage and illogicality can be depended upon, and is to be prayed for.  This is why Churchill relaxed as British Prime Minister in May of 1940, as he knew he was up against the satanic, and that Hitler was on the wrong side of history, and would make the errors that satanically indwelt men make.
The feeling of Jerusalem is clear, and they wrongly believe that Paul is the ringleader of the Nazarenes.  They think that he is the driving force behind the decline in numbers at orthodox synagogues all over the Eastern Mediterranean, and the prime mover behind the spread of the messianic movement into Gentile mixed groups.  They will later kill James for the same sort of reason in Judea, believing him to be the leader and mentor for Judea and Eastern Jewish followers generally. The two men are the leaders of the Jewish and Gentile churches, and so the blow falls on them, and yet they are simply replaceable men, for it is the Lord of Glory who is the leader of the Messianic movement. 

The corrupt High Priest is hated by the zealots/assassins for his pro-Roman stance, and this attack on Paul may offer him the hope of political/nationalistic rehabilitation. For him to show weakness or political impotence now in the case of Paul is to invite the more radical elements of Jewish political society to take over and raise rebellion against everything. There are many and powerful reasons why Paul should not, humanly speaking, expect any real hope of deliverance. This is another good example of the over ruling power of God, and the daily triumph of his plan over the plans and schemes of men.  All the power players are going to be proved wrong here, for God’s Plan is far greater than their plots.
Verse 2. 
The court hearing begins and it would have looked impressive. The Romans on their side with white and purple dress, surrounded by soldiers in polished brass armour over their uniforms, and the Jews on their side also dressed in white garments, with serious demeanour watching the man at the centre, the Messianic Rabbi from Tarsus. Tertullus begins to lay the formal charges against Paul by complimenting the judge. This is something that we are familiar with from the Oxyrhynchus papyri, but the object of Tertullus’s flattery is well known and the opposite is the truth with this man.  It is almost farce because of the total difference between reality and the words of this man, but this is theatre and everyone plays the game before the corrupt governor, and this lawyer has a deeper and devious purpose.
There was no “great quietness” in the land, there was great and violent discord, with robber/radical bands controlling most high country highways unless the force travelling on them numbered at least four hundred! Claudius Lysias was not just concerned about being followed by the forty assassins when he ordered 470 troops to accompany Paul. He knew that they were at risk themselves on the first 40 kms without at least 400 men. 

Tertullus refers to the “Pax Romana” as the gift of Felix, yet he has undermined it and failed to act against the growing lawlessness. He will try to argue that Paul has been disturbing the Roman Peace, but it is the man he is addressing who has let it unravel! He praises Felix as “most noble”, yet, as we saw in the last chapter, this man is not of any noble family, but the son of a slave in the emperor’s mother’s household. He has no noble birth, nor has he won nobility, as was possible, by meritorious service on a battlefield or area of civil service. In such a situation he would deserve the title, for this is how nobility is born. This man was a slave, and still has a slave’s heart. He enjoys the power he now has and abuses it. Some can have and use power without being influenced by it, for they have nobility of spirit, but not this man!

Tertullus then goes on to praise Felix’s foresight for the nation’s political or spiritual life. He speaks as if Felix had begun a reform program of some sort, and that it was being actively pursued, with very favourable reception by the important power brokers of Judaism, especially those gathered here this day. Tacitus hates him so much he does not mention anything good this man did, nor does Josephus, but it may be that he was involved in some administrative reforms that were financially beneficial to the Jewish leadership. It is conceivable that he arranged taxation in such a way that both groups were able to make excessive money.  Psalms 10:2-5. 

Tertullus must be appealing to something that all present were aware of for his words to have effect. Josephus records that Felix was active in using his soldiers to capture robbers when he could and kill them, but only when it suited him. He later went on to use the zealot-robbers to kill the next High Priest Jonathan, who kept reminding him that if he didn’t do the right thing by the Jewish hierarchy they would report him, as they had Pilate. In such a court, at such a time, before such men, each with their own crooked agendas there was no hope of justice in the conventional sense, but there was every confidence for Paul that the Lord’s will would still be done. The next chapters record the power and certainty of the plan of God over all the evil schemes of men. Psalms 11:1-7, 1 Corinthians 2:1-5.

Verse 3-4. 
This is pure flattery, over stating their gratitude and thankfulness for his works. Felix is of course being threatened by these words also, for this is why Tertullus is wording his flattery so carefully. Behind each point of praise is an accusation against him that he knows can be made to Rome when the time is right. He asks for Felix to hear on the basis of his clemency; a character trait this man clearly did not have in political or sexual life. Tertullus is a polished orator pretending that he does not want to hinder proceedings, but beneath this is the claim he is making, that things should speedily move to a conviction of Paul for breaking the Pax Romana, and that Felix’s interest is served by this.

Verse 5. 
Now the three formal Roman Law charges are laid. Matthew 5:11-12.

1. 
Paul is a “pestilent fellow” – a plague, a radical zealot, a political agitator who is endangering the stability of the Roman peace. Luke 23:2-5, 18-25. 

2. 
He is a mover of sedition against Rome; the creator of rebellion.

3. 
He is the leader of an unauthorized sect of Judaism, and hence an unauthorized religion under Roman Law – “The Nazarenes”. Matthew 2:23. There is also the “messianic” overtones here, indicating that this movement is, as many other messianic movements of the time, seditious and will lead to rebellion against Roman rule, for they follow another King.

Luke does not record all this man’s speech, for he is not telling his story, and does not want to offer any supporting evidence for the three charges, but Luke’s account indicates that he doesn’t offer any compelling evidence of the three charges that impress any of the Romans who hear them.  These charges are only cover for the real issues which are purely religious and, as far as the Romans are concerned at this time, purely Jewish issues. Within six years, under Nero in Rome itself, this will change around Rome, but it is not the case at this time.  Even the Neronian persecution doesn't charge things permanently, and it will be the late 80s before persecution becomes legally sanctioned by the State.
Verse 6. 
The real content of the speech centres in the profaning of the Temple; something that is of no real concern to Felix, for it is religious in nature.  It is only of significance in that such actions might create riot and disturbance.  Tertullus indicates he was part of the group that tried to seize Paul by force (he is arguing legitimate force) to judge him according to the Law of Israel. Tertullus is trying to get the Governor to pass over jurisdiction in this case, arguing two cases simultaneously; that if Paul is not guilty of the Roman charges, then he is certainly guilty on the Jewish ones.

Tertullus argues that if he is to be acquitted by Felix under Roman Law they still want him handed back to their jurisdiction for charges to be laid under Jewish Law. It was a clever move on the part of the authorities, for by it they look good before their zealot critics, and have a chance of executing Paul by using the forty or other zealots on the way back up to the city. They know that neither they nor Felix care much for the death of one man, so hope they can get the Governor to either find him guilty of rebellion and execute him on the spot, or release him to them, which is the same as an execution. 

Verse 7. 
This verse is missing in most of the many ancient manuscripts, but is a true record of the events, although slanted. It rings true however, in that Tertullus needs to place Claudius Lysias’ letter in a poor light and indicate that he has over stepped the mark with excessive violence for which Felix may be judged by Rome.  It fits with the basic underlying threat of this lawyer’s speech.  Felix is on the edge of being impeached and he knows it, and the Jewish authorities are using it.  They all want to remain on the corrupt “gravy train” and hope Felix will assist them in this, for his own good.
Verse 8. 
They make it look as if it was Lysias who ordered them to come down to Caesarea. This is a clever move on Tertullus part, for it gives Felix the opportunity to distance himself from the whole proceedings and blame Lysias for it all, execute him, and hand Paul back to the High Priests to travel back to Jerusalem there to stand trial. It is a well worked attempt to manipulate a manipulator, but it will fail because of that very fact. Felix is not noble, but he is street smart and cunning and sees the plan of the High Priest’s party. He cannot confront them directly or he is lost, but he can play for time with them, and he will begin by reasserting Roman primacy over Jewish nationalism and religion. 

Verse 9. 
All the Jewish members who have come down with Tertullus now call out that all he says is correct and call for justice in the tribunal. It is more like an election meeting than a court, and it is this that Felix will see and act in a Roman manner to counter. This man is corrupt but he hates equally corrupt men out manoeuvring him, and he despises the Jews as a people, and so he is not doing what would be in his best interests and working with them to condemn Paul.   This is an excellent example of satanic men, unable to work together to kill God’s man, because of their petty mindedness and jealousies.  Narcissists find it impossible to work together for long. Paul is waiting for his chance to speak all this while, and now he has the chance to bring the Lord’s perspective on the proceedings. Psalms 62:3-8.

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Paul is facing the political chaos of his day, with many groups vying for power, all of which are violently opposed to him and seek his death, yet he learns that he is safe within the plan of God and so are we! Once again we see the lying deviousness of satanic servants. Like their master they are liars and murderers, but we do not need to concern ourselves with their power or control of situations for the Lord will bring them all to derision. Psalms 2:4, John 8:44. 

B.
PASTORAL

Paul later records that to be a pastor a man must be “blameless”. 1Timothy 3:2, Titus 1:6. By it he means that the pastor of the Lord’s flock can expect lying attacks by the enemy’s people, but they must be easily proved false. Paul could be falsely charged with many things but all were easily dismissed because they were able to be proved untrue. This is the challenge to us all. We must live lives that are beyond reproach, for we will be blamed for evils, and accused of wrong doing, at some points. Our lives must be lived in such a manner that no charge against us can stand. 
Our protocols for working with the opposite sex must be open and moral, with witnesses to the same, our habits must be moderate and we must always demonstrate self control.  Our business and political practises must be beyond any accusation of evil, unrighteousness or wrongful/illegal actions.  Our lives must be lived so that any who attack our reputation will be laughed to derision.  When we live this moral and godly way Satan’s men will always unravel in their attacks upon us and end up fighting amongst themselves.  Psalm 2:4, 59:8.
PARAPHRASE

“After five days, Ananias the High Priest and the elders came down (to Caesarea), and (accompanying them was) Tertullus a certain orator, who made formal representations to the governor against Paul. Having been called (to appear), Tertullus began to accuse Paul (as follows).  ‘We have been obtaining great prosperity (as a people) through you, and all the most excellent measures that are being done (by you) for this nation, through your (brilliant) forethought. Both everywhere and in every way we gladly accept (all you are doing) most excellent Felix with all warm thankfulness. But, in order that I may no longer be a hindrance (to proceedings) I solemnly request you to hear us in your just moderation. Having discovered this man a pestilent (sort of) vermin, and causing insurrection amongst all the Jews of the Empire, and a leader of the (unauthorized) sect of the Nazarenes, who even in the Temple (itself) was attempting to profane (the Holy Place), we seized him with force, and in accordance with our Law we wished to judge him. But Claudius Lysias the Commanding Officer (of the Fortress), having come upon us with great (over whelming) force, seized him with violence out of our hands, and took him away. Having commanded his accusers to come to you, (we are here knowing that), you will be able to examine all these things and fully know all of which he we accuse him’. And all the Jews (present there) were declaring that these things were true.”     

ACTS 24 : 10 – 21

10  Then Paul, after that the governor had beckoned unto him to speak, answered, Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of many years a judge unto this nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for myself: 11  Because that thou mayest understand, that there are yet but twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem for to worship. 12  And they neither found me in the temple disputing with any man, neither raising up the people, neither in the synagogues, nor in the city: 13  Neither can they prove the things whereof they now accuse me. 14  But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets: 15  And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust. 16  And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void to offence toward God, and toward men. 17  Now after many years I came to bring alms to my nation, and offerings. 18  Whereupon certain Jews from Asia found me purified in the temple, neither with multitude, nor with tumult. 19  Who ought to have been here before thee, and object, if they had ought against me. 20  Or else let these same here say, if they have found any evil doing in me, while I stood before the council, 21  Except it be for this one voice, that I cried standing among them, Touching the resurrection of the dead I am called in question by you this day.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Paul will address his answers to the charges to specifically rebut the three points made against him. He will argue that during the twelve days he has been there he has raised no insurrection. That being a follower of Jesus of Nazareth is no cause for any complaint, for the faith he follows is Jewish and therefore within the definition of legal religion under Roman Law. Thirdly he argues that he has never profaned the Temple in any way. He invites them to provide specific witnesses to any of these charges, and tells the Governor they cannot, for there is no witness to these charges, for they are all false. 1 Peter 3:13-17.

Verse 10. 
Felix nods in Paul’s direction, indicating that he may now start to make his defence. Paul’s praise of Felix is barbed criticism of the High Priest’s Council. Paul recognizes that he has been “the judge” of the people for a number of years. He recognizes Roman sovereignty over himself and this case, and the superiority of Felix as a judge over Ananias. He also expresses total confidence in the ability of Felix to handle this case. He then begins his answer.  Paul knows the politics of this land, having worked for the High Priest’s party and so can play to the strengths of Roman Law and the weakness of the corrupt priesthood.
Verse 11. 
Paul first provides Felix with a time line, and he will support and protect Claudius Lysias in the process. This is crucial, for the High Priest’s lawyer has argued as if he has been persistently a problem in the city and the impression given is that he has been there for a long time. Paul is, in effect, saying that he hasn’t had time to do what he is accused of! He came up to worship, not to stir up anyone, and he can produce evidence that this was both his purpose (from people here in this very city of Caesarea) and his actions while in Jerusalem back this up.

Verse 12-13. 
Paul had lain low in the city of Jerusalem during his visit there. Once again he had witnesses that he had not been out much at all. He had not entered into any synagogue, nor disputed with people about his beliefs, neither in public nor private places. He had certainly given no speeches in the Temple courtyards, until his last one. He makes this most important point, and it is the one that should lead to his immediate acquittal, for there are no witnesses to any of the charges they lay against him.

Verse 14-15. 
Paul affirms strongly the orthodox Jewishness of the new Messianic faith; that it rests upon the Law and the Prophets, and violates none of them. He strongly asserts his right under Roman Law to worship in this manner, even though they call it heresy, for he invites the opportunity by Felix questions to explain just how orthodox the Nazarene faith truly is. He then mentions the one issue that is the critical point of difference in Messianic faith and Sadducee Judaism. Paul believes in the hope of the Pharisees, resurrection from the dead, and he believes that one has already risen, namely Jesus. He goes well beyond Pharisaic teaching however here, for he mentions that he believes in the resurrection of the just and the unjust, whereas the Pharisees only believed the just would be raised. Paul hints here at the truth of divine justice.  Is he trying to bring in the Roman viewpoint of divine judgment to try to get Felix to fear the Lord?
Verse 16. 
Paul indicates that he is a devoted member of the Nazarene group, and devotes himself in a self disciplined way of life to the teachings of Jesus. 1 Corinthians 9:25-27. He makes the claim to a blameless life here, indicating that his life is as characterized by self-discipline and self-control as his accusers are characterized by evil and self-centredness. He appeals to Roman Virtues here that this corrupt Governor felt he stood for, even though his life was far from the reality.  Romans 2:15-16, 1 Corinthians 4:2-4, 2 Corinthians 1:12, 4:1-5, 1 Thessalonians 2:10, 1 Timothy 1:5, 19, 2 Timothy 1:3, Titus 1:15-16.

Verse 17-19. 
Paul’s real reason for his visit was to bring gifts for the needy and to offer sacrifices; both good works that were the foundation of Judaism and Roman piety. Romans 15:25-26, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, 2 Corinthians 8:1-2, 10-12. Paul is arguing for his moral and religious superiority over the words and actions of Ananias. While engaged on this moral activity he is recognized by “certain Jews” of Asia. Paul indicates that they are the “trouble makers” in the scene, and ought to be called before the tribunal to answer specific questions. 
They found me in the Temple, ceremonially purified, awaiting the final sacrifices, and they found me, Paul says further, without any crowd around him, nor with any riot occurring. The trouble begins because of their actions not his, and this is the reason behind the actions of Claudius Lysias. If there is any case then the people who wrongly grabbed him in the Temple ought to be here and be saying this is so, or giving their version of events.


Verse 20. 
Paul now refers back to the meeting of the Sanhedrin that has already occurred, and invites them to bring out now any issues that were discovered at the Council meeting that could be admitted in evidence against him now. Paul knows that there is nothing that any of them can say, for their case is empty, based only on their hatred of him.

Verse 21. 
Paul identifies the real issue behind this all. He believes in the resurrection, and not just the concept, but the reality of the raising of Jesus from the dead, and thereby in the evidence for the claims of his to be the Messiah of Israel, but not an anti-Roman Messiah, but the king of peace and order. He stands before them because of his messianic faith, not for any Roman Law that has been broken.  He has argued in a Roman manner that his faith in Jesus fulfils Roman virtues and upholds Roman Law.
APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Paul is ready to give his defence, and he stands up with confidence and clear thinking. He has the three points that they have attacked him on and he carefully rebuts each of them, drawing the tribunal’s attention to the fact that there are no witnesses to any wrong doing, and that the case is simply one of hatred against him and his beliefs all of which are within he definition of Judaism, and therefore covered by Roman Law as an “approved religion”.

B.
PASTORAL

Christian Apologetics begins with Paul’s speech in the Areopagus in Athens, but each of these speeches in his journey to Rome are wonderful examples of defending the faith with factual logic. Paul links the faith firmly to its Jewish roots, and rightly identifies that it ought to enjoy the same status under Roman Law as any “sect” of Judaism.  He argues that it is based upon the foundation of the Jewish Law and Prophets, and is rooted and grounded firmly in the doctrine of the resurrection. 
How firmly do you understand the origins of our faith pastor?   Do you regularly affirm that you stand upon the foundation of the Law and the Prophets and that the entire Christian faith rests upon the Old Testament and that the doctrine of resurrection is central in both testaments?

PARAPHRASE

“But Paul answered, having received a signal from the Governor to speak. ‘Knowing that you have been for many years judge to this nation, I confidently make my defence before you concerning these matters. I want you to understand that it is less than twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem to worship. And neither in the Temple, nor (anywhere else) did anyone find me disputing, arguing or gathering any seditious crowd; no, neither in the synagogues nor in the city. Neither are they able to prove anything of which they accuse me. But I confess as true this to you, that in the way that they call a sect, I serve the God of our ancestors, believing all things which throughout the Law and the Prophets have been (forever) written. I keep on having a confidence in God, which they themselves also receive, that there is about to be a resurrection of the dead, both the just and the unjust. And in this (faith) I strictly exercise myself, without any spot on my moral or religious record; I continue to have a clear conscience towards God and man. And (so) after many years I arrived (back) in Jerusalem, bringing gifts of charity for the benefit of the people of my nation, and bringing sacrificial offerings. (It was in the midst of these sacrificial offerings) that they discovered me, having completed purification, (waiting) in the Temple; not with a crowd, nor with uproar. But it was certain Jews from Asia (who created the uproar), who should be here before you, to accuse me if they have anything to say against me. Or these (before you), let them say if they have found anything in me unrighteous, when I stood before the Sanhedrin, other than this one thing; which I cried out while standing amongst them. Concerning resurrection of the dead am I judged this day by you’.” 

ACTS 24 : 22 - 27

22  And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect knowledge of that way, he deferred them, and said, When Lysias the chief captain shall come down, I will know the uttermost of your matter. 23  And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let him have liberty, and that he should forbid none of his acquaintance to minister or come unto him. 24  And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. 25  And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee. 26  He hoped also that money should have been given him of Paul, that he might loose him: wherefore he sent for him the oftener, and communed with him. 27  But after two years Porcius Festus came into Felix' room: and Felix, willing to shew the Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Here we get the portrait of Felix as he truly was; a devious and money hungry man, but also a sinner in need of a Saviour and Paul focuses on that. When we confront evil men we can focus on their venal nature rather than their need for a Saviour.  Paul saw that this man needed a Saviour and was ready to preach to him in order that he might be saved.

Verse 22. 
Felix having heard the initial statements delays proceedings. He is not ignorant of the teachings of “The Way”. He has heard a great deal about the Christians, as one would expect of a man who used spies to keep his intelligence up to date, just as all rulers had before him. Felix, like all the Roman Governors did not have enough soldiers to fully garrison the fortresses against sudden attack and also hunt down all the rebel Zealot groups. They tried to make up the deficit by improving intelligence gathering to try to learn who was dangerous and who was not, and then target the most dangerous groups with cavalry operations. 

Roman strategy at this time was a strategy driven by accountants and like all such plans it is dangerous. And at times fatal, for it betrays weakness at its core and the enemies of Rome saw that weakness.  It would finally take many legions of troops to quash the revolt that would not have occurred had the province been properly garrisoned earlier. Felix knew all about the messianic Christian movement. Luke records that he had “perfect knowledge” of it. He will defer any judging until he has heard from Lysias when he arrives. He is trying to be careful, but justice isn’t his concern, just the appearance of it, and the buying of enough time to disable the plots of the High Priests party. Deuteronomy 19:15-21.

Verse 23. 
Paul is placed under open arrest. He is free to come and go within the camp, just not leave it. He is free to have visitors and they are free to serve him food and meet any requests he may have. This would not have been as onerous as to have himself chained to a soldier, but still chained so as to be sure he did not wander from his quarters. He was secure under the care of a Centurion, but not having to be chained to men who watched at all hours of the day.  It was cunning, because it would enable the spies to watch Paul and report back all his visitors and whether they were dangerous or not to the State.  Felix is clever as a fox here, as we say, “give a man enough rope and he will hang himself if he is a fool or evil”.
Verse 24. 
Drusilla is introduced as Felix’ wife, but she had been the wife of King Aziz of Emesa before being seduced away by Felix, and she is his “partner”/mistress. She was one of the daughters of Herod Agrippa I, who had three daughters, Bernice, Mariamne, Drusilla.  Drusilla’s uncle Herod Antipas had killed John the Baptist, her father had killed James the brother of John, and her great grandfather Herod the Great had killed the babies of Judea trying to kill Jesus. This was a violent and immoral family. She was interested in the doctrines of Jesus and probably is the one who asked Felix to get more information and have the chance to meet and speak with this leader of the Nazarenes. Galatians 2:16-20.  Many totally immoral people are deeply concerned about religion, as they don't see themselves as immoral, as their self centred hypocrisy hides the truth from them.
Verse 25. 
He reasoned with them both and spoke of all the doctrines of Jesus and the way of the Nazarenes. Paul kept on reasoning with them both over a long period of time. They really “went for it” in their discussions, with Paul focused on bringing them both to the place where they saw the reasonableness and truth of the Christian message, from both a Roman and a Jewish perspective. The topics covered by Paul were the key doctrines relating to salvation. He spoke of righteousness, temperance, and judgment. Romans 12:1. Knowing that these are the very topics that the Lord had said would be the subjects of the Holy Spirit’s work. John 16:8-11. 

For two such members of the elite who felt they were beyond normal rules of morality Paul was sailing close to the wind in this, where the conviction that might come would be overwhelming, and if he got his phraseology wrong he would be seen as rude and judgmental. Notice in the text how well Paul did here, for his hearers were not offended, nor did they feel he had “got at” them. He was not an offensive preacher like some in church history who directly attack the vices of others. Paul wanted to have them hear the Gospel, not offend them unnecessarily. 

The impact upon Felix was immediate; he trembled with fear at what he heard, but he kept listening. The righteousness of God is a frightening subject, for man confronts the fact that he is unacceptable before God; and his standards all fall short of what God demands. Psalms 11:7, 45:6-7, 58:1-2, 82:1-8. Self-control was not something that Felix or Drusilla had in their sexual lives, for they had committed adultery with impunity. Mark 6:17-29, Matthew 25:31-46.  These two hear the truth and so Paul achieves a just result, for they will stand without excuse before the Last Judgment. Revelation 20:10-15.
The words of Jesus are always words of judgment when people reject the truth of them.  Jesus very words will judge them, for they have rejected these words and the one who said them.  John 12:47-48.  Paul points out both the Gospel and the flip side to its good news, the news of judgment. The God who went to the lengths of the Cross to save man will deal with those who reject such great grace. Matthew 21:33-46. Felix did not just put Paul off with the “convenient season” line, he did recall him again and again, but never to be saved. This was a man who could never say he had not ever heard the message. His final descendents, Drusilla and her son, perish in the eruption of Vesuvius in 79 AD. 

Verse 26. 
His hope was for a bribe to pay him off. He longed for money and the power and comfort it brought in this life, not for salvation and the rewards of eternal life. He knew he needed salvation, hence his fear, but he would not budge from money and what it could buy him as his goal. He sent for Paul often, and spoke at length with him but his heart was focused on money being paid him to set Paul free. He did not value his eternal life. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, Ephesians 5:5-12, 1 Timothy 6:9-10.

Verse 27. 
Festus, the man who replaced Felix lived under two years and was not able to achieve very much at all as Governor of the Province, although he tries. His successor Albinus was even worse than Felix and so two of the last three of the Romans to rule over Judea were corrupt and made the situation more likely to fall into rebellion. Felix needed friends and so leaves Paul in custody, when justice called on him to release him after two years with the certainty that he had done nothing wrong. Paul will be faced with the need to confront the ultimate choice once Festus has taken over.  God is using this whole corrupt charade however, for during this time Luke does his visits around the province and speaks to the eye witnesses of the Gospel story and writes his Gospel of Luke from their first hand accounts.
APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Paul takes all opportunities to preach the gospel and does not let his own standard of morality get in the way. Many believers when standing in front of a couple like these two could not stop themselves from condemning their flagrant immorality, yet Paul avoids this offensiveness and spends all his time speaking of the doctrines of scripture that will convict them without insult or personal offence. 

There is an offence in the cross itself, and that offence must not be magnified by our preaching at people, rather than delivering the message to them! We are called to be ambassadors for the kingdom, and an ambassador does not ever take things personally, nor get personal with people, for the message he/she has to give is God’s not their own. We have the sacred truth to pass on and that is our duty, not to pass on our critical spirit and moral judgments. Drusilla and Felix’ sexual immorality was nothing when compared to their need of salvation. We must see past the immoral to the sinner in need of a Saviour. 

B.
PASTORAL

Luke and Paul spent their time in Caesarea doing the research that would lead to the books of Luke and Acts in the New Testament. Paul must have suspected that he would need a full record of all the events of the Christian movement leading to Rome where the Lord had told him he would go through the vision he received in Jerusalem. Acts 23:11. Operating on the basis of the vision Luke was dispatched all over the province of Judea to retrace Jesus steps, speak to witnesses and record the story that was leading Paul to Rome. Luke becomes the first real historian/journalist and records his story over the two year period. The two men do not know how long they will have, so Luke moves quickly and records it all. 

There is a serious riot in Caesarea toward the end of the two years during which many Jews are killed by the Romans, and this leads to the recall of Felix to Rome. Luke does not even mention this, but the Lord delivers them all through this.  Paul has used his time well. How well do we use our time when things are apparently “held up” by events. Paul saw correctly that if there was a delay it was for a reason and his task as the Lord’s man was to “buy up the time” and use it well. Ephesians 5:15-17.

This may be another reason why Paul is left bound; it may be that conflict between the gentile believers, messianic Jews, and the orthodox Jews broke out and Paul was seen by some as a possible reason for the conflict. Luke would have been silent if such was the case, and simply mentions that Festus arrives and Paul is securely bound; a significant change from the open custody he enjoys early on under Felix. Something has happened that has changed things seriously by the end of Felix tenure as Governor. 
Paul is still hated fiercely, even though it is two years later, by the Jewish authorities, and is now securely bound by the Romans. They are angry at the death of so many Jews at the hands of the Roman troops in Caesarea, and the new Governor needs to be careful. Paul is in real danger still, yet he remains firmly looking to what the Lord will do through all these events to work out his plan. Paul remains a thinker and at prayer! How do we do under such pressures?   

PARAPHRASE

“Having heard these things, Felix deferred the case, so that he might know more accurately the facts concerning the way, saying, ‘When Lysias, the Commanding Officer, has arrived, I will examine further the things relevant to you’. He then commanded the Centurion to guard Paul, and to let him have (privileges of) visitors, and the presence of those who served his needs. And after certain days (had passed) Felix and his Jewish wife Drusilla (returned). Felix sent for Paul and heard him concerning faith in Christ. And as (Paul) reasoned concerning (divine) righteousness, self-control in moral matters, and final Judgment, Felix became terrified. He replied to Paul, ‘For the present, go, and as I have spare time I will call for you’. At the same time he was always hoping that a wealthy bribe would be given to him by Paul, in order that he might release him. For this reason he was sending for him all the more often in order to converse with him. Two years having passed, Porcius Festus replaced Felix as Governor, and desiring to acquire favour for himself, he left Paul securely bound.”  

ACTS CHAPTER 25

PAUL APPEALS TO CAESAR


Verses 1 – 11
It becomes clear that Paul is going to be treated as a pawn – he appeals.


Verses 12 – 27
The last of the Herod’s arrive; Paul takes the opportunity to preach to them.

ACTS 25 : 1- 11

1  Now when Festus was come into the province, after three days he ascended from Caesarea to Jerusalem. 2  Then the high priest and the chief of the Jews informed him against Paul, and besought him, 3  And desired favour against him, that he would send for him to Jerusalem, laying wait in the way to kill him. 4  But Festus answered, that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he himself would depart shortly thither. 5  Let them therefore, said he, which among you are able, go down with me, and accuse this man, if there be any wickedness in him. 6  And when he had tarried among them more than ten days, he went down unto Caesarea; and the next day sitting on the judgment seat commanded Paul to be brought. 7  And when he was come, the Jews which came down from Jerusalem stood round about, and laid many and grievous complaints against Paul, which they could not prove. 8  While he answered for himself, Neither against the law of the Jews, neither against the temple, nor yet against Caesar, have I offended any thing at all. 9  But Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, answered Paul, and said, Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things before me? 10  Then said Paul, I stand at Caesar's judgment seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest. 11  For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Festus, newly arrived from Rome, knowing that there has been excessive corruption and political unrest, is going to be cautious about who to trust and who not to trust. He is also wanting to visit Jerusalem and meet the power brokers there and get a feel for the politics and religion of these people who have had a major impact on the Empire, and who a few years before had been thrown out of Rome because of troubles amongst them. He knows he has inherited trouble from Felix, but he does not know how much, and who are the most troublesome amongst them yet.

Verse 1. 
Having “set foot within” his jurisdiction he quickly plans to head up to Jerusalem. On the third day he heads out of Caesarea and up the road to Jerusalem. He would have taken at least two days to arrive there, and would likely have stayed at the fortress of Antipatris on the first night. He would have travelled with at least 500 cavalry and likely 1000 heavy infantry. He has also waited until the third day to recover from his sea voyage before setting out, but has also delayed to ensure he received as many briefings on the second day from his intelligence officers and senior Centurions as to risks in the Province at that time. It would also be likely that if he was heading up to Jerusalem that he would send 1000 heavy infantry troops, with cavalry skirmishers and scouts, up the road the day before ahead of him to sweep away any likely ambushes. This is a man who moves quickly, but prudently; he is not in any rush to make the mistakes of his predecessor. 

Verse 2-3. 
The lasting hatred of Paul burns deep within the High Priest’s camp; almost unreasonably strong after a gap of two years during which the case could reasonably have been expected to “go cold”. As noted in the previous chapter, it may be that the riot and subsequent massacre of many of the Jews in Caesarea the year before by the Romans, (the event that led to Felix recall to Rome) was related to conflict that they felt was caused by the splits in the community that Paul’s Nazarene theology and his successful evangelism had created.  

Paul and Luke have not been idle through this period, and the church in Caesarea under Philip and his family will have benefited greatly from Paul’s presence and their ease of access to him.  That having been said, the impact of evangelism may have provoked the violence that led to many hundreds of people being killed by the soldiers.  All that Paul could have depended upon is changed by the end of Felix time, and especially after the massacre. Paul is chained again and firmly under custody, and the Jews walk very warily in the city lest they be killed by the same troops who massacred their friends and neighbours.  The chains are an indication that Paul is in some way implicated in the violence in the eyes of some players. 
The final massacre of all the Jews of Caesarea will occur during the revolt six years later, when to ensure there are no problems with inside spies the Roman garrison kills all Jews in the city, men, women and children. The Roman army that accompanies Festus up the road would have been for all these reasons significant, and he has been briefed that Paul is a more important prisoner than any other held by him.

The request of the High Priest’s group is as devious and cunning as two years before, even a little more so, for they take advantage of the newness of the Governor to ask their request, hoping he is not well briefed about why Paul was in custody in the first place. We can assume that Claudius Lysias is not in Jerusalem and they believe he will not be called to give his side, or else they would not have attempted such a bare faced lie. 

As it is Festus has clearly been well briefed on his second day in Caesarea, and is ready for their weasel like requests and answers in the best Roman manner, reasserting Roman Law above their own, and making it clear to them that he is in charge, which after all, is the reason for his visit to the city. Festus is a great military and political leader, and understands the concept of “power projection”; he is there to present himself as a man completely different to his predecessor, and he is there to show strength of military might and strength of character. He wants the Jews to get the message that he will take charge and will not be bought by them or any other group. 

With the bulk of Roman troops in the forts on the roads, and in Caesarea or Jerusalem, the Jewish leaders know that if Paul is sent up he can only be sent up with a small force of men, and if he is sent for they will hear of it, and be able to gather a sufficient force of Zealot rebels to ambush the smaller Roman column on the 90kms of road they have to travel, and kill Paul and the Romans. They are cunning, and already prepared to kill Romans to ensure Paul is dead. This is a significant indicator of the change of political atmosphere over the last three years; the countryside is moving steadily towards the War that will destroy the nation. The Jewish Revolt’s beginning is now only six years away; the final fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple less than ten years away. Romans 3:10-19.


Verse 4. 
Festus says “no” to their request, but is cunning enough not to deny them directly, simply indicating that he is heading back down there anyway and the tribunal may as well gather there, given the travel to and fro that otherwise will be involved. They have met an astute politician. He will prove to be an able Governor, and will in his two brief years before his unexpected and sudden death in Caesarea, be an able hunter of the Zealots, but he does not have the numbers of troops to complete the job, and the clock of Israel’s time in the land is ticking due to their disobedience. 

Verse 5. 
Festus now uses the very words Paul used in his defence, indicating that the transcript of the trial, (that was always made by the Romans for significant trials), has been read by him and he suspects that Paul is innocent of any “wickedness”. By using the word, Festus also tells the Jewish lawyers what he is looking for by way of an accusation, and his request for “able” men to accuse Paul, who have genuine power/authority and ability, indicates that he believes the previous attempt by them at accusation was pathetic at best.  This is one tough and practical soldier-governor.
Festus’ request for them to accompany him on the road is also a master stroke, for if he is attacked on the journey by Zealots he has excellent hostages, and the very presence of these men with him binds them to the Roman government, and so separates them further from the rebels. They have tried to fool him, but he has turned the tables on them, for their acceptance of his “order” (even ultimatum – for it is clear from his words that he will release Paul unless they come up with some legal reason to hold him further) binds them to Rome in the sight of the zealots. Roman policy was “divide and rule” and Festus shows himself a quickly taught practitioner of this in Judea. 

Verse 6. 
Festus was in no hurry to leave Jerusalem after the request of the High Priest’s party. He tarries, almost to make a point; that he is in charge and running things and the timetable for events is his, not theirs. After a further ten days he makes his way down to Caesarea. He makes the High Priest’s party follow his lead and accompany him, underlining his attitude of superiority and his power over them.  On the day after his return to the city he sits on his official judgment seat and calls for Paul to be brought before him to be judged and dealt with. He wants this man out of his hair, one way or another. 

Verse 7. 
The performance of the Jewish accusers is a repeat of two years before only more loud and angry. Many serious accusations are made, but none of them are proved true, and there are no witnesses that they can bring to prove anything they say about Paul. At this point Festus could have dismissed proceedings and discharged the prisoner and ordered him out of the Province for the keeping of the peace, but he wants to hear Paul, who has stirred up such passions, and work this man out for himself. 

Verse 8. 
Paul repeats his defence from two years before also, on each charge he claims to be innocent. He has neither sinned nor committed evil against, the Jewish Law, the Temple, nor against Caesar. It is a strong affirmation of innocence, and made in such a way as to underline his Jewish Orthodoxy on the one hand and his Roman citizenship and respect for Law on the other. He stands knowing what this trial is really about, and he stands confident in the Lord’s presence and the Lord’s vision to him two years before on the night after his arrest. Acts 23:11, Romans 1:10-15, James 2:5-13, 1 Peter 4:12-19. 

Verse 9. 
Festus now proves his weakness, or possibly his political astuteness. He may have known that Paul would oppose such a thing, but at least then he cannot be blamed for not suggesting such a pro-Jewish plan. Or it may be that he was fearful of the Jewish rulers power to create troubles, or just wanted to placate them? Neither of these two later suggestions ring true from the earlier account of his actions. Had he really wanted to please the Jewish authorities he would have brought Paul back to Jerusalem in the first place. Possibly he is challenging Paul to play all his cards, for given the riot and murders in Caesarea he is doubtful of everyone at this point.
He wants to place himself in a good light with them all, while ensuring he is in control, for he would be sure from the Roman records of the case, and Claudius Lysias’ report, which would have been produced for him on the second day after his arrival, that the Jewish authorities were determined to kill this man. He is playing a game here, but it will all work out for the plan of God anyway, for the Lord has already told Paul that he is to speak in Rome. Even though Festus says, the court will be “before me”, it is to be in the city of Jerusalem rather than the Roman seat of power in Caesarea.

Verse 10. 
Paul calls his bluff and strongly reasserts both truths; that he stands without accusation that has legal weight, and that he stands in the right place, the highest place for judgment in the land at “Caesars’s Seat”, not the Sanhedrin. Paul will not be moved from his place before the Roman Governor on Roman territory to stand before the Governor in the place where the Sanhedrin would again have a say, for he knows that even if he got there alive, for there is no justice left in that body any more. Isaiah 46:8-13. 

Paul states clearly to Festus that he knows very well that there is no case, and indicates that he believes from this that Festus is making it clear, that the next step is Paul’s. He will not go back to Jerusalem. From this I suspect Paul suspected Festus wanted him to make the appeal to Caesar, for then Festus looks good to the Jews. For he at least offered to hear the case in Jerusalem and the case was taken out of his hands by the appeal process, therefore he is not guilty in the eyes of the Jewish authorities, nor can be blamed by the Senate in Rome of creating disorder in the Province for the sake of one man.

Verse 11. 
Paul has one chance to speak, and only one. Once Festus starts speaking again his judgment will be final. Paul, possibly recalling his vision from the Lord, sees that now is the time to act and appeal to Caesar. Paul strongly reaffirms his innocence, and that he has not committed any offence worth of death, there is no credible evidence against him, yet he is being held as a capital offence prisoner. Paul makes it clear he is not begging, entreating for his life, for as a Roman such a thing would be ignoble, but he will not be handed over to death unjustly either. Paul says to Festus that he will not be handed over as a gift to the enemy who will certainly kill him. He takes charge of proceedings with the two Latin words, “Caesarem appello!” From that point on Festus has no authority at all, except that of delivery boy; he must ensure Paul arrives in Rome by all safe and secure means without hope of escape.

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Paul shows great confidence and peace of mind under pressure here. He has the Lord’s words from two years before and keeps their encouragement before him. He is in the Lord’s hands now as always and he is confident of the Lord’s ability to bring him through to where he has said he will bring him, right to Caesar’s throne. How confident are we in the Lord to keep us under pressure? We speak of positional truth, but the truth about our position is that we are his not our own, and that he is responsible for our safety. We are safe in his will for our lives.

Paul acted on the basis of the vision of the Lord to him. He did not pre-emptively appeal to Caesar, for there were things to be done before arriving in Rome. It is all about timing. Luke had to finish his work in researching the Gospel and recording the book of Acts, and the church was there in Caesarea to be taught and encouraged. Paul was in no hurry and waited out the two years in active service of the local church, just as he had done in Ephesus the years before. Whether free or in jail he asked only one question; what does the Lord require of me this day? This is to be our sole question each day also.

B.
PASTORAL

Paul knows Roman Law and is aware of the procedure of the courts of Roman tribunals, so he knows when he must appeal to Caesar and when he can delay. For two years he has played for time waiting for opportunities to close up in Caesarea, for Luke to finish his research, and now after the riots and his close confinement he has little option left but to move out of the land and onwards to Rome. Paul takes charge here, on the basis of the Lord’s promises to him, and his own knowledge of Roman procedure. 
He brings together his faith and his knowledge and makes a decision that will open up a new chapter of his eventful life. He is ready to make the call because he walks in faith and hope. How closely do you walk with the Lord pastor? Do you walk close enough for these situations? We need to be challenged by Paul to walk closely with the Lord our God and apply all we know to every situation with intelligent faith.

PARAPHRASE

“Festus therefore, having formally entered into, (and taken over governance of) the Province, after three days went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea. And the High Priest and leaders of the Jewish people made formal representations to him regarding Paul, and strongly urged (action), asking a favour from him, that he would send Paul up to Jerusalem, as they had planned an ambush, in order to kill Paul on the way up. (As a result of this request) Festus gave his considered response, that Paul should be kept under guard at Caesarea, as he was very shortly returning there. He said to them, ‘let those who have power amongst you come down with me, and let them accuse him, and (then we will see) if there is anything against him. Having spent more than ten days with them, he returned to Caesarea, and on the next day, having taken his judge’s seat at (Caesar’s place of Judgment), he summoned Paul to appear before him. The Jewish leaders who had come down (with him) stood around and made many and serious charges against Paul, none of which they were able to prove. Then Paul said in his defence (the following). ‘Neither against the Law of the Jewish people, nor against the Temple, nor against Caesar, in anything have I sinned’. But Festus kept on desiring to curry favour with the Jewish leadership, asked Paul, ‘are you willing to go up to Jerusalem, to be judged there by me, concerning these things?’ But Paul said (in reply to him), ‘before the judgment seat of Caesar I stand (expecting lasting results); I am (standing) where it is necessary (and appropriate) for me to be judged. To the Jewish people I have done nothing wrong, as you also fully know with absolute certainty. If indeed, I have done anything wrong, worthy of death, then I will not (ever) beg for mercy to avoid the death penalty, but if I have done nothing of which they accuse me, then no-one has the power to give me as a gift to them!  To Caesar I make my appeal’.”  

ACTS 25 : 12 - 27

12  Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, Hast thou appealed unto Caesar? unto Caesar shalt thou go. 13  And after certain days king Agrippa and Bernice came unto Caesarea to salute Festus. 14  And when they had been there many days, Festus declared Paul's cause unto the king, saying, There is a certain man left in bonds by Felix: 15  About whom, when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews informed me, desiring to have judgment against him. 16  To whom I answered, It is not the manner of the Romans to deliver any man to die before that he which is accused have the accusers face to face, and have licence to answer for himself concerning the crime laid against him. 17  Therefore, when they were come hither, without any delay on the morrow I sat on the judgment seat, and commanded the man to be brought forth. 18  Against whom when the accusers stood up, they brought none accusation of such things as I supposed: 19  But had certain questions against him of their own superstition, and of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive. 20  And because I doubted of such manner of questions, I asked him whether he would go to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these matters. 21  But when Paul had appealed to be reserved unto the hearing of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept till I might send him to Caesar. 22  Then Agrippa said unto Festus, I would also hear the man myself. To morrow, said he, thou shalt hear him. 23  And on the morrow, when Agrippa was come, and Bernice, with great pomp, and was entered into the place of hearing, with the chief captains, and principal men of the city, at Festus' commandment Paul was brought forth. 24  And Festus said, King Agrippa, and all men which are here present with us, ye see this man, about whom all the multitude of the Jews have dealt with me, both at Jerusalem, and also here, crying that he ought not to live any longer. 25  But when I found that he had committed nothing worthy of death, and that he himself hath appealed to Augustus, I have determined to send him. 26  Of whom I have no certain thing to write unto my lord. Wherefore I have brought him forth before you, and specially before thee, O king Agrippa, that, after examination had, I might have somewhat to write. 27  For it seemeth to me unreasonable to send a prisoner, and not withal to signify the crimes laid against him.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Herod Agrippa II (lived 26 – 100 AD) enters the scene here. We thus meet the last of the Herodian kings of Judea. He was the son of Agrippa I who we met earlier in Acts 12:1-2, 18-23. Five years after Agrippa the First’s death his son is made king over a smaller kingdom than his father’s, most of which had come back under Roman control, with Fadus then Felix as Governors before this time. Young Herod Agrippa II had been brought up in Rome and was a childhood friend of Nero. He was only seventeen when his father died, and it was five years later, in 50 AD that Claudius gave him the title and rulership as the client king of Chalcis. This kingdom had been ruled by his uncle Herod of Chalcis, who had married Agrippa II’s older sister Bernice.  He would live with his sister, as his lover, off and on until the end of her life.

His capital was Caesarea Philippi (modern Banyas) at the foot of Mount Hermon. He renamed it Neronias later, in honour of his friend and patron. Because of his knowledge of Jewish tradition and law he was also given the role of governor of the Temple in Jerusalem, and had the right to appoint the High Priest. He physically held the High Priests vestments in his Jerusalem palace to ensure there was absolute control over the Temple processes.

He angered the Jewish authorities over time by two specific things; he built a palace in Jerusalem overlooking the Temple, and he changed High Priests often, thus undermining stability, but in effect trying to control the increasing radicalism of the hierarchy. He was unswervingly Roman in outlook, although thoroughly Jewish in culture. He loved the religious ceremony and was very knowledgeable, but unsaved. 

During the great Revolt he tried to stop the radicals. When it broke out in May of 66AD he acted quickly to try to stop things escalating, but failed. He joined the Romans and worked with them throughout the period 66-70. In 68 AD when Nero committed suicide, he joined the Roman army commander Vespasian, and his assistant and son Titus, to journey to Rome to congratulate the new emperor General Galba, but before they arrived he had been murdered, 15 January 69. Titus returned to Judea to continue the war and Vespasian and Agrippa continued on to Rome, where Vespasian became emperor on 1 July 69. 

Agrippa returned to Judea and rejoined Titus, who gained final victory on 5 August 70 AD over Jerusalem and levelled the city, all except for the western wall of the Temple mount (the Wailing Wall). During the period of the War his sister Bernice had become the lover of first Vespasian then Titus. Both Agrippa and Bernice headed for Rome in 75AD and she took up with Titus as a lover again, but the memories of the Roman people of Cleopatra ensured that no older “Eastern” beauty could ever be accepted and she was forced to withdraw. Titus became emperor in 79 AD after his father Vespasian’s death and Bernice tried again to be his lover but he shunned her then. Agrippa still ruled over his northern kingdom and Bernice returned and lived in Palestine with him. Agrippa may have married but had no offspring that are recorded. He died in 100AD, the last of the line of Herod the Great.

Verse 12. 
Festus realizes that this appeal changes everything. Even if he had wanted this option to be exercised, he now must be very careful about how he handles things. There is some suggestion from his public comments later that he intended to release Paul, but that may simply be, “after the fact” comments to mollify his own and other’s consciences about the injustice of it all. Everything is theatre in an Eastern Court, and this man knows his every word will be reported to someone in power.  His first step is to discuss things with his “cabinet”; his civil service who have briefed him to date on all matters, and were doing the daily administration of the province. There were called his assessores consiliarii. Their legal opinion is clear; Festus is now powerless to find Paul guilty or even to acquit him, he must go to Caesar and start again.

Verse 13. 
Agrippa and Bernice had clearly not been up in their Jerusalem Palace at the time of Festus first visit, but had been up at their regular home palace in Caesarea Philippi. Their spies would certainly have told them of Festus arrival, and waiting a fortnight’s time for him to settle in back in Caesarea, they do their royal progress down to the coast from their capital to greet him and affirm their loyalty to Rome and him as the new representative of Roman power. 

Bernice was, like her sister Drusilla, stunningly beautiful, even more so most said. She is in her late thirties at this point, and Herod Agrippa is 34. They are living together as lovers in a discrete but well suspected incestuous relationship, but their position hindered anyone from opposing them. Early in the Jewish War, by then in her forties, but still beautiful, Bernice begins a sexual affair with Vespasian, and after his departure in 68 to return to Rome, she took up as lover of his son Titus. This is a couple who hold power and are Jewish Romans, like Paul, but have no morality at all. 

Also like Paul they have good knowledge of Jewish religion, theology and tradition, but unlike Paul they are neither moral nor holy in any sense of the term. This couple live for power, and are the sexually dissolute members of the fourth generation of a cursed family, Exodus 20:5-6, 34:5-9, Numbers 14:18-19, Deuteronomy 24:16. Paul will however speak with them as Jewish and Roman equals, without reference to their immorality or rejection of God, for his focus is that they might hear the truth and be converted to the only faith that can save their souls.  He will not adopt the stance of John the Baptist, for Paul is a preacher of Messiah, not an Old Testament prophet holding kings to account.
Verse 14-15. 
After a few days of getting to know each other Festus realizes, or is told that this king Agrippa II is the power broker of the religious area and thoroughly Roman in viewpoint, and a childhood friend of the emperor. Festus will seek this man’s counsel for a number of reasons, both political and personal. A friend of Agrippa will have a better time in the provincial government and also longer term with the emperor to whom Paul is going. It is vital that as Governor he does not look bad, and probably hopes that Agrippa will put a good word in with the emperor for him, for the trouble that this case will bring in Rome, given the anti-Jewish feeling there since 49AD when Claudius expelled all Jews from Rome.  He briefs the king on the matter. He makes it clear that the Jewish authorities have been the drivers in this matter. He makes it very clear that he didn’t want to judge Paul, but they sought final judgment over him; namely his death. Like Claudius Lysias two years beforehand he is making himself look and sound better than he was at the time. 

Verse 16-18. 
He recounts a very slanted version of the facts to Agrippa. The first verse here sounds very noble, and may indeed have been said at some point in the proceedings, but the impression given to Paul was that he would be “traded in”, and handed over as a gift to the Chief Priests, for peace and quiet. Festus is talking himself up as a noble “Roman”, and he is of noble birth, and Agrippa, who grew up in the palace at Rome would recognize that, and appreciate the compliment being paid him, but would see past this to what he might gain from all this politically himself. This is all political “game playing”, and Paul appears the pawn, and yet he is the man in God’s Plan and under God’s power here, not these two evil men.  Festus mentions his speed in bringing Paul to the Judgment Seat on his return to the city, and his masterful handling of the whole thing, with his commands being given and obeyed for things to happen!  He also correctly observes that the accusers brought no charges under Roman Law that were worthy of detention, let alone death. 

Verse 19-21. 
Festus is clear on the matter that is of concern to Roman and Jew, the person, work, and impact of Jesus, who Paul claims to have risen from the dead. He makes it clear that he considers the Jewish religion “superstitious”; a reference that means he considered them over-reverent towards the gods. He obviously considers Agrippa the same as he is, a nominal believer in God, or gods, but certainly religion was not to be taken seriously. Festus would be comfortable with religious ritual as long as people didn’t get too fanatical about things and spin their whole lives around their faith. He recounts his own doubts regarding the stories of Jesus and the resurrection, but is clear that this is the cornerstone of Paul’s belief system.


He then “smudges” the truth about how the appeal to Caesar was made, indicating that he felt it better to hear such religious matters in the religious capital, rather than the political one. He knew of the plot to kill Paul beforehand from Lysias’ letter, and would certainly have been aware they wanted him dead, so such an offer was unnecessary, given there was no case to answer even on religious grounds, for there were no witnesses to even a religious act of sacrilege.

Verse 22-23. 
Agrippa has heard of the Christians and their leaders, so he jumps at the chance to hear the main one of the diaspora now. Festus agrees and calls a meeting for the next day; designed to be a show of pageantry and Roman power. It is pure entertainment, not a military or judicial tribunal. It is a great pomp and circumstance ceremony, with the incestuous couple coming in as brother and sister, a noble king and a noble past queen, and the Romans all dressed in their own finery flanked on either side of the hallway down which the “royal couple” walk. 

The great ceremonial hides the fact that there is great immorality, lust and power playing just beneath the surface. The scene must have looked awesome and wonderful, all five chiliarchs (the Commanding Officers of the five Auxiliary regiments of a thousand men each, based at Caesarea), the full “cabinet” of Festus, the leaders of the City itself (the Roman City Council members and leaders), yet it is composed of fallen men and women, who are all lost, without hope, without Christ, without eternal life, and it is that reality that Paul sees, not their wealth and power, nor their immorality.  Paul is not distracted by gross immorality on the part of pagans, for he expects lost people to be lost in all respects, his focus is giving the gospel message alone.
Verse 24-25. 
This formal introduction is well set out and clearly Luke was either, present and able to record details, or later copied out the formal speech that would have been written out by scribes at the time. It is almost a repeat of Pilate’s words, “behold the man!” John 19:5. Festus points to Paul and states that he is the one all the Jewish authorities consider unworthy of life itself, and confesses himself baffled by the extent of their hatred of Paul. He then notes that he had no charges that were proved against him, skips past the point that he should at that time have been released, and moves straight to the appeal to Caesar that he has decided (he has no choice) to follow through on.

Verse 26-27. 
The problem he has is an interesting one, for it indicates there should be no charges and no sending on to Caesar, and that there should have been a release two years before. The reasons for the meeting are bizarre to say the least. They are there to work out what to charge Paul with before sending him off to a trial for his life; for there were only two alternatives, having bothered Caesar, freedom or death. The whole process is “without logic”!  Gallio had handled this situation previously, both correctly and justly, Acts 18:12-16. 

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Paul is, in the eyes of the Romans a bit of flotsam being carried by the great winds and waves of politics, yet it is actually he who will be the victor in life and death. He will live longer than Festus, who will die within two years, and although Agrippa will live on until four years after the Apostle John’s death, he will live a miserable life and see all his great wealth and position decay in significance before his eyes until he dies and leaves it all to others. 

We are challenged again and again in Acts to keep on seeing history from God’s viewpoint rather that man’s viewpoint. The gathering appears to be rich, powerful and the place where the action is, yet it is Paul that is at the centre of history, not anyone in this room. They appear to be in power, yet it is God who brings them all down in their time. The Lord alone lifts up and casts down, and no matter how powerless we may appear, if we are with the Lord we are in the only place of power. 

Paul is going to focus on the need for salvation for everyone in this great room. He sees through the politics of his day, the lies they all tell to make themselves seem better than they are, he sees to the truth of their need for the Saviour. So must we! 

B.
PASTORAL

We see in this section the leadership dynamic of power politics and must ensure that in our pastoral leadership we do not ever appear like these men and women in any way. There is a need to be careful of our attitudes and our actions so that the “visible difference” between the believer and the world is maintained.

PARAPHRASE

“Then Festus, having conferred together with the Council, answered; ‘To Caesar you have appealed, to Caesar you shall go!’ And certain days having passed, King Agrippa and Bernice came down to Caesarea, in order to formally greet Festus. And when they had stayed there many days, Festus laid out before the King the case relating to Paul, saying; ‘a certain man has been left behind as a prisoner by Felix, concerning whom, while I was in Jerusalem, the Chief Priests and the elders of the Jewish people made formal representations against him that he be judged (and condemned). To these people I replied, that it was not the habit of Romans to give up as a prize gift any man to be destroyed before he has been formally accused, and face to face with his accusers, has the opportunity to defend himself against their accusations. Therefore, they all having come together, I did not delay, and the very next day, having sat on my judgment seat, I commanded this man to be brought out. (Now) concerning (this man), his accusers stood up, but brought no (legitimate) charge against him as I could have supposed (there should have been). But (rather) there were questions of their superstitious legalistic religious system, that they had against him, also matters concerning a certain Jesus, who is certainly dead, who Paul keeps on affirming is alive. Now being truly perplexed by (the results of) this examination, I asked whether he would be willing to go to Jerusalem and there be judged concerning these things. But Paul, having appealed to be held over for the judgment of Caesar, I commanded him to be kept under guard until the time I might be able to send him to Caesar’. Agrippa said to Festus, ‘I have been desiring myself to hear this man’. And he replied, ‘Tomorrow you shall surely hear him’. Therefore, the next day having arrived, Agrippa and Bernice, with amazing pomp and ceremony entered into the hall of audience, with the chiliarchs (Commanding officers of the regiments of the city), and the men of eminence of the city. And then, Festus called and Paul was brought in. Then Festus said, King Agrippa and all you (noble ) men present, you see this man before you, concerning whom all the Jewish people pleaded with me in Jerusalem, and even here, that this man ought not to live any longer! But I have (examined him) and perceived that he has done nothing worthy of death, also this man has appealed to Augustus, and I have determined to send him. Now concerning him I have nothing to write, by way of (legitimate) accusation. For this reason I have brought him here before you all, and especially before you King Agrippa, so that the examination having taken place (today), I might have something to write, for it seems irrational to me, to be sending a prisoner, against whom there are no charges to answer.”

Notes
ACTS CHAPTER 26

PAUL’S MESSAGE TO KING HEROD AGRIPPA

Verses 1- 8
Paul states his background by birth and education.

Verses 9 – 18
His conversion experience.

Verses 19 – 32
Resurrection faith again the central issue of Paul’s defence.

ACTS 26 : 1- 8

1  Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth the hand, and answered for himself: 2  I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself this day before thee touching all the things whereof I am accused of the Jews: 3  Especially because I know thee to be expert in all customs and questions which are among the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. 4  My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews; 5  Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. 6  And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God, unto our fathers: 7  Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to come. For which hope's sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews. 8  Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead?

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Paul has the opportunity to witness to the society leaders of Roman Judea and he takes it readily. He is not defending himself, for this is not a court. Legally he could chose to remain silent before these men, for neither now have any jurisdiction over him, and they are trying to find charges for him to face, so any words said will form the charges against him. In such a situation Paul could have politely reminded Festus that he has no charges and that when he arrives in Rome he will be pointing this out to Caesar, and he will be telling Caesar that he is there simply because his Governor could not be trusted not to hand him over as a gift to the Jewish authorities to appease them! 

Paul’s choice to speak is related to evangelistic opportunity, not justice, although it will risk his defence and life, for if they reject all he says, and have hatred towards the Gospel, as the Jewish leadership does, then Paul can expect nothing but a negative letter accompanying him to Rome, with the certainty of death. As he prepares to speak he puts all thoughts of personal safety behind him. He does not think of himself, but of his ambassadorship, and his responsibility to witness the truth to these people.

Verse 1. 
There is an awkward silence once the gathering is settled and Festus has spoken. Agrippa breaks the silence by inviting Paul to speak for himself. Paul waits until he is specifically asked to speak on any subject to the group. This is another Pauline master stroke, for they cannot now dictate what he says, and where he takes the discussion, for they have given him an open ended invitation to explain who he is, and how it is that he has got to this point in his life, where he stands chained before them all. He responds in a dignified and steady manner, waving his chained hand in the rabbinic and Roman orator’s manner to formally acknowledge the gathered leaders and indicate he is about to begin. 

Verses 2-3. 
Paul specifically addresses Herod Agrippa, and does so respectfully, with a complete and appreciative acknowledgment of his expertise in matters Jewish, historical, cultural and religious. Paul comes in to this group knowing that all have knowledge of the “sect of the Nazarenes”, and takes the challenge they have given him to explain to all gathered there what those who follow “the Way” believe and why they believe it. He will use his own life as “Exhibit A” for the transforming power of “the Christian” message. 

The central message of the new “sect” is the message of resurrection; the “way” is the life style of the transformed life made possible by the risen “Christ”, who was the “Nazarene”, but is now the risen king of kings and lord of lords. Paul is very happy to be standing before Agrippa, who he knows has knowledge of all things Jewish, but also has full knowledge of the messianic movements also, and has heard of the stories about Jesus. 
Agrippa was too young, and in Rome anyway when Jesus lived and died, but since his return his spies and informers have kept him fully informed of the beliefs and evidences for the message and impact of the person of Jesus of Nazareth. Paul asks for grace and favour from him in his listening to the message that he hopes will change him. Paul sees past the powerful libertine to a man for whom Christ died, and tries to reach him. 1 Corinthians 13:1- 7.  

Verses 4-5. 
Paul now gives an explanation for his own life and its dramatic change. He begins with a brief account of his early life, making clear to all that he was brought up a strict Pharisee from his teenage years. Once he had come of age, around fourteen he chose to be a Pharisee and he lived it fully. Paul does not go into his life in Jerusalem at this point, for he knows that Agrippa will have been well briefed on his life, but moves quickly to the central belief of the Christian faith, the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead.  Philippians 3:4-7, 2 Timothy 3:10–15.


Verses 6-7. 
Paul is giving them the correct “charge” if they want one for his trial in Rome. He is stating that he stands firmly and fully in the “faith of their fathers”, in the same belief that Isaac and Joseph expressed when they asked to be buried with their fathers. They wanted to be buried together so that in resurrection bodies they would stand together again upon the earth, ready to share in Messiah’s reign. This was the hope of Israel, the reason they buried, and the reason why they buried in places that were significant to them, and with the people they valued. 
They did not cremate their bodies, for that indicated, amongst the pagans that practiced it, a belief that this life was all there was, and that their bodies were finished and so was their existence. They buried, laying the body in the earth, like a seed is laid in the ground, because they believed that it would be raised in a new form. This was the faith of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the twelve Patriarchs, and the reason why they wanted to be buried together in the cave at Hebron. 

All their life and death practices and rituals were all about resurrection! This was their hope to come, this was their confident expectation; that they would stand together in the kingdom of God’s promised Messiah in resurrection bodies, together once more. This is how the two “hopes” of Israel intersect; the hope of resurrection and the hope of the Messiah who would come. It is logical, Paul will argue, that the Messiah should be the first to be resurrected, for in that way he is evidenced as truly Messiah, and he brings the two hopes together; he is the first raised to newness of life, and will reign over all the saints, once they also have been raised from the dead. 

Paul states that he believes this 100% and this is what he stands accused of by the Sadducee dominated Sanhedrin, who rejected such things. Agrippa knew that this was the perennial battle between the Pharisee and Sadducee sections of Judaism. The Sadducees rejected the concept of a Messiah ruling upon the earth, and the reality of a physical bodily resurrection. Resurrection was the central topic of theology of this day just as it remains to this day the point of difference between liberal and believer! You will tend to notice, even today, that the rejection of resurrection goes hand in hand with the rejection of the reality of the rulership of the Lord Jesus Christ upon the restored earth. Refer below to the BTB study on RESURRECTION and KINGDOM. Luke 1:68-69, 2:25, 36-38, John 5:28-29, 1 Corinthians 15:12-20, Philippians 3:21. 

Verse 8. 
Agrippa must have given a look of disparagement at this point, for Paul directly addresses him and asks the question of belief of him. Why is it a strange, incredible, inconceivable thing that the God who made all life should raise life from the dead? Paul’s logic is creation logic. If the maker of all life is in charge of all life, and he made life from non-life, as Genesis records, then he can bring life from the dead, for that is how the creation begins. Paul’s point is that life from death is both how the creation begins and how this stage of its history will also end with the resurrection of the dead. 

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Paul does not consider what is best for himself, but what is it that the Lord would have done in this situation. He sees the reason for the assembly this day, and goes along with the “entertainment” to achieve a godly result through the giving of the Gospel message to these people. He sees his role is to stand before all men and proclaim the message of the Ambassador of Heaven’s court.

Paul sees all situations he finds himself in as opportunities for witness to the truth about Jesus. He does not see situations as personal at all, but as “official” engagements for his role and responsibility as the Lord’s spokesman. This is the true interpretation of our ambassadorship yet we so often take things that happen to us personally, weeping, wailing and gnashing our teeth at injustice or pressures. Paul challenges us to see all things as “gifts of the Lord” and simply seek the way we might bring glory to God through them all.

B.
PASTORAL

Paul does not need to prepare his message because it is part of who he is. He thinks about the best way to explain things, but simply relaxes with the truth and delivers it in the most arresting way to these powerful people who will not give him a second’s notice unless he gets their attention and holds it. There is no waffling around, no flowery language, simply the facts they need to hear to bring them to confront the central point which is the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 

As we read this section and the next, we need to challenge ourselves as the Lord’s pastors to ask ourselves, do we present the historical truth of the resurrection hope through the ages?  Have you ever preached on the hope of resurrection from the patriarch’s burial practices? Paul anchors us in history here, and argues that all of Jewish history and faith has the resurrection as a central truth. He does this with the Sadducees arguing strongly against it. He is not swayed by the power base of theology school opinion any more than we should be. It is no accident that the liberal schools of theology in our own day side with the Sadducee’s opinion! Choose your company pastor and proclaim the truth boldly as Paul does here.

PARAPHRASE

“Then Agrippa said to Paul, ‘you are now permitted to make your defence’. Stretching out his hand, (in the manner of an orator Paul began to speak). ‘Concerning all these things of which I am accused by the Jewish people, King Agrippa, I am very pleased to be making my defence before you this day, because you are especially expert in the customs and theological debates of the Jewish people. For this reason, I (humbly and sincerely) request your patience (in order for you) to hear me. All the Jewish people know fully and completely, that my manner of life, was from my youth lived amongst the people in Jerusalem. Those who knew me from (earliest days) would bear witness to the truth, that I lived in accordance with the (rules and traditions of) the strictest religious group; the Pharisees. And (right now) I stand before you to be judged for the hope and promise made to our fathers by God. (It was on account of this very hope) that our twelve tribes, with enthusiastic commitment night and day served the Lord as his priests, (waiting for this day) to arrive (when the hope and promise would be fulfilled). It is concerning this hope that I keep on receiving accusations by the Jewish people. Why is it judged to be incredible that God raises the dead, (for he does)?’.”

Notes

ACTS 26 : 9 - 18

9  I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10  Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them. 11  And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities. 12  Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, 13  At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me. 14  And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 15  And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 16  But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; 17  Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, 18  To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Paul has faced up to the greatest evangelistic opportunity he has yet received; to speak to the power brokers of the Roman Province of Judea, with all the leading Romans and members of the last of the Herodian kings and queens in the one room. He really “goes for it”, giving them a powerful testimony of the transforming grace and mercy of God that has saved him, and therefore can save even them! Paul is not distracted by their evil and immoral lives, he focuses solely on their need for a Saviour, and he is excited with the prospect of their salvation, for he knows that if God can save him then he can also save Herod and his adulterous sister.  He leaves them all “without excuse” before God.
Verse 9. 
As Rabbi Saul, Paul believed it to be his duty to persecute the church of Jesus Christ. He believed that every thing he stood for was at risk from this heresy, and so he threw himself into its destruction, even to the point of killing its persistent adherents. A T Robertson states, “necessity drove him to that great sin, a common failing with persecutors”. Paul was a self-righteous persecutor, and so it was impossible for any man to convince him of his false position, for he had already decided all such people were deluded and dangerous heretics. Romans 10:1-4, Galatians 1:13-14, Philippians 3:6, 1 Timothy 1:13. He hated the name of “Jesus of Nazareth”. 

Verse 10. 
He closed prison doors tightly on as many as he could catch. He secured authority from the Chief Priests to do this work as a special “call” that he believed was from the God of Israel, to destroy all these blasphemers and heretics. He jailed men and then when the opportunity came to vote for their death he always voted for the death penalty against them. The voting system was to cast a white pebble down into an urn for innocence and a black pebble down for guilt, and Paul always cast down the black pebble for these followers of Jesus. 

Paul’s language here indicates that he was a voter in the Sanhedrin, and therefore both a Rabbi and a full member of that body even though still a young man (a young man in this culture is under forty). It also tells us that Paul was married at this time, for that was a requirement for being a Rabbi and being a member of the Sanhedrin. By the time he writes 1 Corinthians 7:7ff he is no longer married, and we cannot speculate as to whether his wife had died or he was divorced due to his activities later as a member of the despised sect of the Nazarenes, for he does not mention his wife, either in praise or blame, and Luke gives us no clues to follow.  Wait till heaven reader, and do not speculate!
Remember, Luke’s story is selective and he leaves out personal details that may assist the enemy in their attacks on individuals who are still alive and in reach of the Sanhedrin’s power. It may be that for this reason Paul gives no clues as to his wife’s identity, or her people’s identity. This testimony of Paul recorded in part here, also indicates that Luke records only a fraction of the persecution that raged in the period covered by Acts 8-12. 

Herod Agrippa I was able to execute far more people than James, once Pilate had been withdrawn as Governor and he was given the entire kingdom to rule over. There were clearly a significant number of people killed by the persecution led by Paul. He speaks as if the number was large, and the people who hear him this day are perfectly placed to know the truth of these things and do not question him on these things. This is yet another indicator of the very selective nature of Luke’s history; he records only summaries of speeches, and selects the facts that are relevant to his purpose, to develop a summary of the history of the Nazarene movement for Theophilus, Luke 1:1, Acts 1:1.

Verse 11. 
Paul raged up and down the land. He went into numerous synagogues, and the indication is from this verse that he had a roaming commission to enter all synagogues in the land and expel all messianic Jews who accepted Jesus, and even to go further and insult them, beat them, and force them to blaspheme the name of Jesus if they were to remain in the synagogue, or even remain alive. 

The Sanhedrin verdict on Jesus and on those who followed him was that he and they were “blasphemers” of the God and the faith of their fathers. Blasphemy was punishable with death, and after Pilate left and Agrippa ruled the whole kingdom the death penalty for blasphemy was able to be enforced by the Sanhedrin, and it’s agent; in this case Paul. He describes his actions as a “raging bull”. He was beside himself with anger and rage to the point of madness. Luke 6:11, 2 Peter 2:15-16. He persisted in his attempts at getting people to turn from Jesus and to blaspheme the name. 

He uses the plural of “foreign cities” indicating that Damascus was not the first to which he had travelled persecuting the believers. We are reminded here again that Acts is a selective history. Paul may have been active with his persecuting for several years before his fateful trip to Damascus. Paul makes clear to his hearers this day the full extent of his hatred towards the believers, and the consistency with which he hunted them like animals, just as Jesus had warned them they would be! Matthew 10:16-18, Mark 13:9-13, Luke 21:12-19.

Verse 12. 
In the midst of his authorized, (and probably paid) activities for the Chief Priests he meets the one he is persecuting. He had a specific commission from the Chief Priests to hunt out the key members of the synagogues in Damascus who were followers of Jesus. He had specific orders, which he knew in advance, and which he fully intended to follow through on 100%. He knows he deserved punishment from God, but he found mercy. There was no more amazed man than Paul! Exodus 16:8, Zechariah 2:8, Matthew 25:40, Hebrews 10:28-35. Those who attack the Lord’s people attack the Lord! We can leave our case in the Lord’s hands for he takes such things very seriously.

Verse 13. 
He now gives the account of his conversion experience; or better of the Lord’s arresting of his attention. Only a miracle would stop this man and God meets him this way. Paul has already said that the miracle of resurrection is the central point of the Christian faith, and he is going to use his own miraculous conversion experience to produce a powerful reason to take the resurrection story seriously, for only the reality of that would have shifted him from persecutor to propagator of the faith! There are some additional glimpses of the event in this re-telling of it. 
Compare Acts 9, and Acts 22. Paul records that the brightness of the light was above that of the sun itself. It shone all around the group, both Paul and the men with him. Paul was blinded for three days and nights, and his friends were temporarily blinded by the light. The light flashed all around them; it was a weird thing, not an easily explainable thing. Paul is still searching for the right words to describe it. It overwhelmed them all.  Others from that day will still be alive and present.
Verse 14. 
All the men were flattened to the ground by the light. Paul emphasizes that he alone hears the voice, but all are faces flat to the ground because of the light. None stand in its presence, for it is the presence of Almighty God, but more especially the sign of the Messiah. Agrippa would have spotted the similarity to Moses in this account. Shining light was the sign of the presence of God. Exodus 34:29-35, Psalms 50:2, Isaiah 9:2, Ezekiel 43:2, Luke 2:9. 

Paul notes that the words of God came in Hebrew to him, calling him by his Hebrew name. He recalls and tells the direct accusation that the word of God made concerning his activity; that he was persecuting him! He also remembers and tells the humorous picture of Paul’s activity that the Lord provides. The Lord invites him to consider himself as a disobedient and angry ox, shackled to the plough but kicking against the frame of the plough. On the frame the farmer had nailed ox goads, which were pieces of metal that would hurt the ox if it kicked against them. 

The Lord’s use of this picture indicates two things that he takes up in the next verse. Firstly, that Paul is already “in harness”, and he will be working for the Lord ploughing his field; that he has a place in the plan of God and it is a place of service. The second thing is that he is hurting himself by fighting the conviction of God. This indicates that the Lord has tried to convict Paul of his wrong doing before this, but he has rebelled against the revelation. This is particularly important for those listening today to Paul; for Agrippa has heard the message before also and resisted it till this point.

Verse 15. 
Paul remembers these words and they are verbatim in each recollection he gives of this event. The words haunted Paul; for he confronts the awful truth he has fled from for all these years, that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. Jesus is indeed “kurios” the Lord of all. This very word will become the reason for the death of tens of thousands of believers under the conquerors of Jerusalem, the house of Vespasian, whose son Domitian will claim divine status and the Christians will refuse to call him “lord” and die for what the Romans will consider, this traitorous activity. 

Protection given the Christians, through their association with Judaism, will run out well before the fall of Jerusalem, and by the late 80s of the first century regular persecution will sweep through the empire, and each time the test will be to burn a pinch of incense to the “genius” (god like quality) of Caesar, and call him “lord”. Most Christians will die rather than do this. This state of affairs will continue until 313AD when Constantine, in the Edit of Milan, makes Christianity a recognized religion of the Empire. John 15:20-25. 

Verse 16. 
Now Paul moves to the commission he receives from the one he has tried to persecute, and his life gets turned around completely. While the light still shines he is ordered to rise up from his face to the ground, stand up and accept a new commission. This was an action that was understood by everyone in the room for it was the way of all Eastern Courts; the supplicant entered, bowed to the ground and stayed there until ordered to stand and approach the throne and receive an audience. It is exactly the words used in the commissioning of Ezekiel. Ezekiel 2:1. 

Paul now stands in the presence of the God he tried to kill in God’s service! He sees now the risen Christ!  Luke 1:1, 1 Corinthians 4:1, 9:1, 15:3-10. He is now told what his destiny will be. That he has a role and he will fulfil it under the orders of the one he hated and tried to destroy. He has a double role; of minister and of witness. He is to witness to the truth, but he is also to serve the Lord and his people, who he once tried to kill. He will witness to what he has now seen, and to things that he is yet to see. 2 Corinthians 12:1-7. Paul has been the hunter of the recipients of God’s grace, and now he finds himself receiving God’s grace. Romans 1:5, 15:16, 2 Corinthians 4:1, 5:17-21, Ephesians 3:14-21, Colossians 1:21-29.  

Verse 17. 
Paul mentions that he will be delivered from the powers of those who try to injure him. This is an interesting thing to add in at this point, given he has already been delivered by his appeal to Caesar, and is a statement of faith that he will be delivered when he gets to Rome. Paul nails his colours to the mast here, indicating his expectation of deliverance and giving them an opportunity to prove or disprove his words down track. All prophetic words need to be tested and Paul gives the audience the opportunity to remember his words and say, “that man was right, Caesar has delivered him!” Refer to BTB doctrinal study PROPHET.

The very word, “gentile”, that had caused the riot in Jerusalem two years before is in no danger of creating uproar here, for by culture all are Romans. Paul is able to speak to them about his commission to them, so that they can see that the gospel message they here this day was planned by the risen Jesus for them to hear this day! Paul tells them what he was told, that the Rabbi who was more Jewish than the local Jews, would be the one who was to become the communicator of the message to the gentiles. This change in Paul’s life is a miracle in itself, and Agrippa would have identified this immediately. Paul stands before them all this day completely confident in his message, and relaxed in their company; things that as a Rabbi he could never have been. Psalms 34:19, 37:28-40, 1 Corinthians 1:4-9.

Verse 18. 
The Lord makes clear the objectives of his mission; the purpose for his commission. In the Lord’s service there are agreed outcomes in advance that are expected of his servants. Matthew 25:13-30. The purpose is first to open the eyes of those who are spiritually blind. Paul would have enjoyed saying that to this group, for that is his very focus of action here; to try to get them to see the facts about the resurrection. The purpose is to open their eyes to the facts, but also that their lives be turned around from darkness to light. 

Then he mentions the angelic conflict directly indicating that his hearers this day are also caught in the midst of this, and are at present on Satan’s side. Isaiah 49:24-25, 53:8-12. Notice the references in Isaiah to defeat of death, to the resurrection message. Paul makes it clear that Jesus words to him that day identified that there were only two ways of life; God’s and Satan’s. God is in the business of bringing light into the dark places where satanic blindness has darkened the souls of foolish men. Matthew 5:14-16. We share this ministry of turning the light on, and opening the eyes of the spiritually blind. Psalms 146:8, Isaiah 9:1-2, 29:18, 32:3-4, 35:3-10, 42:6-9, 43:8, 49:6, 60:1-3. Some will welcome this and some will hate us for it, just as they hated the prophets and him! Matthew 24:9-14, Luke 6:22-23, 21:16-19. 

Paul is bringing out the “bad news” of the gospel message, just as he has explained the heart of the good news in resurrection; that there are two destinies for mankind, and they individually select their own path. Deuteronomy 30:15-30. This passage also would have been well known to Agrippa and he would have seen that Paul is simply standing in the Jewish tradition saying all these things. The purpose of seeing the facts and turning around to face the light of truth is that you are transformed in life and after it by that truth. 

Paul next speaks of forgiveness of sins; a topic that this family of Herod needs to hear. He also speaks of heavenly reward and position, the inheritance of the saints. Heaven is a big part of the gospel message, but it is achieved only by receiving forgiveness of sins through expressing faith in Jesus. Paul ends this section of his address by clearly stating that the heavenly vision he received of the risen Jesus made it clear that faith in him alone is the doorway to salvation now and heaven later. This is an absolute claim! This is the claim of Jesus! Refer to the Bible Topic Book studies below for the “Seven ‘I AM” passages of John’s Gospel. Acts 4:12.  

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

The Gospel message is the message of transformation of lives through the power of God operating within man to convince and convict of the truth of the person and work of Jesus the Christ. The Holy Spirit will convict all of this truth, John 16:8-11, just as Paul was convicted, and we see below that Agrippa was also, but the difference in the reaction between the two men, indicate why one is saved and one is not. Paul heeds the words of God in his heart and in humility accepts the truth, whereas Agrippa will be convicted but will react with sarcasm to the truth, and so remain within his arrogance and so remain lost. John 3:16-36, 2 Corinthians 2:14-16.

Paul neither minimizes, nor glories in his past evil actions. Many people, when telling their testimony of salvation, can appear to be glorying in their past sins. This is not the impression that Paul gives here, but rather we are left with the wonderful transforming power of the work of God within his heart that day and there after. Paul is a changed man and the people who hear these words know it and can see it. He challenges them to explain this change any other way than by divine intervention in his life. 
He encourages them to see that this divine intervention in his life is simply a microcosm of the divine intervention in history when Jesus steps into time and space, and the resurrection is simply another example of God’s actions in the sphere of man; all these things indicate that something special has happened and that all men, everywhere, need to pay attention to what God is doing. The argument remains a powerful and true one today.

Each of us needs to be ready to give account of the transformation wrought by the Holy Spirit of God upon us. The story of our conversion may not be told often, but it is a story that may have much to say to others about how God will meet, or is meeting them as we speak with them. We are encouraged by this section to reflect upon our first meeting with the power and person of the risen Lord. We are encouraged to reflect upon his meeting with us, his grace, mercy, love, holiness, and power; all that brought us to our knees before him. Reflect upon your salvation believer, and give thanks before him for his grace in saving you, and remember that the one who saved you through his grace and mercy keeps you in his grace and mercy! 

We are secure within his arms, and within his plan from eternity past. Paul was confronted with the fact that he was a part of a plan already, and that he needed to be obedient to the one driving the plough and head in the right direction. We too have a part in that plan and need to reflect upon our part more thoroughly, so that we work in the Spirit more powerfully. Like Paul, if we obediently persist in the part we have to play in the plan, we can confidently claim the Lord’s deliverance in each situation his grace places us within. We have security in an unstable world only in the eternal stability of the Plan of God for our lives. We will not die one second too soon if we stay in the plan!

B.
PASTORAL

God has his appointed leaders for the church. Each person has a part to play in the plan of God, so all cannot be leaders, for that is not their part to play! We are judged for rewards in eternity, not on the perceived “importance” of the part we played, for all parts of a plan are important to the success of the plan; we are judged and rewarded for playing our part well. The humble person, who has apparently a minor role in the church may end up with more eternal rewards than the high profile pastor of a large church, simply because the one played their part fully, whereas the “famous” person did not fulfil all they were meant to do. 

The concept of CROWNS in the New Testament reflects this truth. The Roman Army, City Councils, and the Athletics Games Councils, all awarded crowns to victors in the civic area, on the battlefield, and in the sporting arena. All people were equal in this area; the most humble person who excelled in the arena, on the battlefield, or in service to the State, could be awarded a crown which carried with it vast physical rewards for their service. 

Just so with us in the service of the Lord; many humble servants of the Lord will be surprised to discover the extent of their blessings in eternity because they were fully obedient to the plan for their lives, whereas others partial obedience will be rewarded, but only with a portion of what they could have received. Paul is not distracted by concerns about his safety or his physical, financial, or any other sort of deliverance! He has left his life, where it truly is secure, in the Lord’s hands, and his focus is on his service in this place. He runs to win the crowns for excellent and complete service. Let us also so run the race of our life that we also win these crowns! 

Paul is relaxed in front of their “worthies”, for he sees the eternal realities rather than being over awed by the temporal reality of man’s temporary power hierarchies. We serve the King of kings and Lord of lords, and so we ought to stand before all men, as the ambassador of the Court of Heaven sent to tell man the message of the one who must be obeyed. Paul had been obedient to the High Priest’s Council, and been a thorough servant of evil, although he called it “good”. 
Paul had learned obedience, 2 Corinthians 10:5-6, Philippians 2:8, Hebrews 5:8, 11:8, and so must all who would serve the Lord. These lessons from his early unsaved life were important later. All of us must learn obedience under pressure, and if this has not been taught in early life, it must be taught in seminary and life after salvation; God teaches these things under pressures of suffering and testing situations of our faith. Only in and through obedience can our service find its full measure. Refer below to BTB studies of CHRISTIAN LIFE: MATURITY. 

PARAPHRASE

“(At that time) I thought to myself that I was strongly obliged to do things against Jesus the Nazarene. Which things also I did in Jerusalem having received total authority from the Chief Priests, closing prison doors behind many of the saints, and when they were put to death, I was right there casting my vote against them. And in all the synagogues (I was ) often punishing them (with beatings), and always trying to compel them to blaspheme. I was completely “over the top” in my irrational rage towards them, and hunted them like animals even going to foreign cities. During one such journey to Damascus, having the specific authority of, and a specific commission (for this purpose) from the Chief Priests, that at midday, while on the way, I saw, O King, a light from the heavens above, above the brightness of the sun, shining all around us, and those with me (saw this also). And all of us having fallen down, I heard a voice speaking to me and saying, in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you hunting me like an animal?’ ‘It is hard for you, (is it not), to kick against the ox goads?’ And I said, ‘who are you Lord?’ And he said, ‘I am Jesus who you keep on hunting like an animal’. ‘But rise up, stand on your feet, for this is the reason I appeared to you, to formally appoint you as an under-rower, (a man ready to work hard with his hands), and (be) witness to the facts, both of what you see here and now, and what you will see later. I will rescue you from the people and from the Gentile nations, to whom I will now send you (as my admiral/apostle). (My purpose for you, is for you to) open their eyes, so that they might turn from darkness to light, from the authority of Satan to God, and that they may receive remission of their sins, and receive the inheritance amongst those who have received sanctification by faith in me’.”   

ACTS 26 : 19 - 32

19  Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision 20  But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance. 21  For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me. 22  Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come: 23  That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. 24  And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad. 25  But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness. 26  For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these things are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in a corner. 27  King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest. 28  Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. 29  And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds. 30  And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up, and the governor, and Bernice, and they that sat with them: 31  And when they were gone aside, they talked between themselves, saying, This man doeth nothing worthy of death or of bonds. 32  Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man might have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto Caesar.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Paul will make it clear to Agrippa in this section of his speech that he has the same message as all the reforming preachers of his day and the prophets of the past; that he stands in the Hebrew tradition of the servants of the God of Israel who call their people to repentance. His message is also the same as that of Jesus, who called the people to repentance. Matthew 3:2-8, 23:3, Mark 1:15, John 2:14-26, Ephesians 2:8-10.

Verse 19-20. 
There was a strong obligation to be obedient to what he had heard from the Lord, and he reports that he was obedient to the vision he had received. This will be commented upon by both Festus and Agrippa afterwards (verses 31-32 below). Men are excused many things in Judaism if they have seen a God inspired vision and can prove that they have been obedient to what God has said, as long as what has been done is not against any law. Exodus 4:13-14, Isaiah 50:5-9, Jeremiah 20:7-12, Ezekiel 2:6-8, 3:10-17. This is Paul’s defence here this day; that he has received a special revelation, and that he has been obedient to it, and that he has violated no Law in so doing, and that the revelation he has received is in the Jewish tradition and violates no principle of scripture. 

The Gospel appeal of Paul is carried in the body of his words here; the call to repentance. This is God’s call to Festus and Herod Agrippa as it is to all men. It was the message of the prophets and the Lord also. Jeremiah 31:18-20, 34, Ezekiel 18:30-32, Matthew 3:1-3, 4:17, Luke 13:1-5, 15:7-10, 24:45-47. There are three stages that Paul mentions here; firstly repentance for sin, secondly turning to God for forgiveness, and thirdly doing works of righteousness rather than the previous works of sin. There is no “easy believism” here; faith is accompanied by works that prove the faith is real. Refer to BTB study CHRISTIAN LIFE: FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. Isaiah 55:6-7, Luke 3:8-14, 19:1-10, Ephesians 4:17-32, 5:15-18, James 2:14-26, 1 Peter 1:13-16, 2:9-12, 4:1-5, 2 Peter 1:5-8. 

Anyone who preaches the false Gospel of “just believe and then you are alright, you are saved”, is misguided at best, a dangerous servant of the enemy at worst, for genuine salvation will always transform a life. Where the Holy Spirit is present then that life so indwelt is changed. If there is no change in the life there is no faith in the soul! Where the Spirit is, there is change for good! Paul seeks such change from Festus, Agrippa, and Bernice. They can be saved, but they must face the truth and let the conviction of the Holy Spirit shine into their hearts.     

He invites them to persuade him he has not received a vision of God by the very word he chooses for disobedience in verse 19. Paul is, throughout this speech, making it clear that he was logically persuaded by God in this vision, and he has logically followed through on it, and if they can provide equal logic, then he will be persuaded to change his mind. Paul placed himself consistently with people who could correct him if required. He preached first in Damascus, then in Jerusalem. Had the Chief Priest’s people, or the Nazarene’s been sure he was wrong they could have corrected him through this period. Paul’s point to Agrippa, who knows all this to be correct, is that he is telling them the truth, the truth that none of the powerful people who have put him here can refute either.

Verses 20-21. 
Paul has taken the good news of God’s invasion of this world of his to the Jews and Gentiles, wherever he has gone. The message is that of the prophets before him; the message of repentance before a holy God. Paul recognizes that the reason he has been targeted by the Jewish authorities, and the non-believing Jews of Asia, is that they have rejected the truth and now hate the one whose very presence convicts them of their evil. He makes it clear that they seriously went about to kill him; it was a genuine attempt on his life and will be repeated if he is given over into their hands again. Psalms 66:10-12, 118:10-18, 124:6-8.

Verse 22. 
Paul repeats his main point; that he stands in the traditions and truth that the prophets since Moses preached. Paul explains his mastery in the faith as the particular grace gift of God, who placed him in this ministry. He has been brought to the place where he hits the mark by the power and direction of God, and he has continued in the faith since that day until now in that same power. He has spoken the same message to the great and the small, without distinction, for God’s message is one of equality of need for a Saviour before him. All men stand before God the same way; in need of his forgiveness. Luke 24:27, 44-48.

Verse 23. 
Moses and the prophets all spoke of Messiah who was to come. Isaiah 53, Daniel 9:24-26. Paul has simply passed on the message he has received. The life of Jesus was the life of Messiah, and he suffered exactly as the Psalmist and the prophets had foretold. Psalms 22-69, Isaiah 53:3-5, Zechariah 12:10, 13:6-7. The suffering, or passion of the Christ is Paul’s theme, for it leads to the empty tomb and the reality of the victory over death. The cross was not preached in isolation from the empty tomb, for the heart of the Gospel message was the resurrection not the cross in the early church! 
They proclaimed the one who had risen from the dead, and the one whose life and words and work beforehand therefore ought to be studied and applied into daily life. It was the resurrection that made the person and work of the Lord unique, for it proved he was who he claimed to be. He is the first to be raised from the dead, and the one who showed the divine “light” to the Jewish people and the Gentiles. Psalms 16:8-11, Isaiah 53:10-12, 1 Corinthians 15:20-23.

Verse 24. 
Festus interrupts Paul at this point with a loud exclamation. His Roman soldier’s pragmatism and philosophical attitudes cannot hear any more of this “Hebrew drivel”. “You are going raving mad!” This is no polite observation but betrays the same contempt shown by the friends and enemies of Jesus, when they felt he was mad to say the things he did. Mark 3:21, John 8:48-49, 52, 10:20-21. Also by Pilate all those years before, when he said with contempt, ‘what is truth?’ John 18:38, Acts 12:15, 1 Corinthians 14:23. 
Paul’s religious enthusiasm is simply too much for this humanist. Festus does recognize that Paul has, “much learning”, but believes it has unhinged his mind. Our word “mania” has it’s origin in this Greek word used here. In effect Festus accuses Paul of having a “manic episode” in front of them all. The wheels of his mind have spun out of control.

Verse 25. 
Paul is not rattled by Festus, and calmly turns his very words around, emphasizing that he is very formally announcing a religious truth from a very sound and rational mind. Titus 2:7-8, 1 Peter 3:14-17. He uses the classical term for “soundness of mind”, sophrosune, indicating that he has no doubts about his mind’s calm, relaxed, and logical base. All he speaks of appears outlandish to men, only because it is telling the story of a unique event, and for a unique event our common words and thinking patterns are stretched beyond their previous bounds. God the creator of space and time, has entered space and time; the author of life has faced death and triumphed over it through the unique event of a physical bodily resurrection from the dead. 

Verse 26. 
Paul knows that Festus has no understanding of the Jewish scriptures, but that he does respect Agrippa, as a man and as a theologian of Judaism, and so Paul turns to Agrippa for certification of his “sanity” in raising these topics in the way he has. Whether Agrippa agrees or disagrees, he cannot but identify that Paul has been saying things taught freely by Moses and the prophets. The other important observation of Paul’s here is that none of the things concerning the growth of the Nazarene movement have escaped the notice of Agrippa, for he has spies everywhere. Agrippa knows the facts and knows that the facts are well known amongst the people. The events Paul has described were not “done in a corner”; they were not hidden from public view. Matthew 27:32-60, 28:5-15. 

It became fashionable in the early nineteenth century, especially in Germany, to doubt the events described in the Bible. These “scholars” in their German university towers doubted every story and account recorded in scripture, and taught that the facts were in dispute, when before their century the facts had never been in dispute. They argued that the stories of scripture should be seen as “stories”; simple fables to teach spiritual truths. This great evil spread and infected most of the seminaries of the western world, yet it is refuted by speeches such as Paul’s here. 

The resurrection story is no fable; it is a truth that had physical witnesses living at this time to a very physical event. Agrippa does not argue the facts, for he knows he will not get anywhere on that front, he will simply side step Paul’s challenge. Christianity grew on the foundation of a real person and a sequence of real physical events. Paul urges Agrippa to face the facts, and be convinced by the evidence of history, and the evidence of the transformed life standing before him; with these two proofs Agrippa stands condemned of wilful ignorance and rebellion against God if he resists this amount of truth! Yet, like the rich young ruler, he does resist!  Ezekiel 33:30-33, Mark 10:17-27, 2 Corinthians 4:1-7.

Verse 27. 
Paul springs his logical trap here. He knows that at a deep level Agrippa does believe in the truth of resurrection of the dead, for it was taught by all the prophets, by the patriarch’s burial practices, and by Moses. Paul can say to this man quite directly, believe in the resurrection of Jesus, just as you believe in the reality of the resurrection itself. Agrippa is faced with a direct challenge to his belief system, and to confront the challenge of Jesus! Is he who he claimed to be? Did he rise from the dead as Paul and the Christians claim? If he is the unique person of the universe, the Saviour, then Agrippa needs to confront his choices and make a choice for God and not side step the issue.

Verse 28. 
Agrippa sees Paul’s objective; that he be saved and become a Christian himself! He comments on Paul’s attempt, but at least he sees it! He is “ironic in tone, not unpleasant” (A T Robertson).  He sees that Paul is earnest in his attempt to get him to confront the truth, but he shrugs it away with a wave of the hand. James 1:22-25. Agrippa, like most of the rich and powerful, are too distracted by their wealth and power to take the time to think about eternity; time and it’s temporary pleasures seem too lasting to their eyes.  Paul is a little way away from making him a Christian, but Agrippa’s will is to remain where he is, as a king, with Paul as a prisoner!  Paul sees that immediately.  

Verse 29. 
Paul uses a fourth class conditional clause in the Greek language (“I wish I could, but I cannot”) to express his forlorn hope to achieve the objective of Agrippa’s salvation. He knows he cannot do it, yet still expresses the wish that he could! Paul indicates that with little proof or with a lot he would still try to achieve the break through of understanding that he seeks with Agrippa. He wants Agrippa to be like himself, a Christian standing in the truth, the only thing he would not wish for Agrippa is the chains around his hands! Romans 9:1-5, 10:1, 

Verse 30. 
This statement of Paul breaks up the “entertainment” feeling of the meeting; Paul has made it seriously a religious meeting with an appeal for souls. Unbelievers who have already rejected God’s claims over their lives will flee from such an appeal. The “worthies” rise to their feet; a signal to all in the room to stand to attention, and so the audience is well and truly over.

Verses 31 – 32. The powerful group leave the room with their stewards and cabinet, one of whom at least must have been a follower of Jesus, for their conversation is overheard. They all agree on one issue; Paul is not guilty of any capital crime, and should have been set free. Festus should have conducted such an examination himself, and he is rightly convicted of his own error of judgment in suggesting to Paul that he be judged in Jerusalem. Luke records this, for it is the sort of information and assessment that will carry weight in Rome. Paul stands innocent of any evil before them, and he will stand before Caesar the same way. 1 Peter 3:16-17, 4:14-16.  He will be released from this court in Rome.
APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Paul could argue that he was not disobedient to the vision from the Lord that he had received. Can we argue this for our own lives? Have we been obedient to the vision we had of the Lord’s tasking for us? Have we been obedient to the words of scripture that we have heard? Have we mixed the word of the Lord with faith and applied it into our lives?

Paul could give a full testimony to his activities; all he had done was transparent, open for all to see. How open is the book of our life? Are we able to withstand the scrutiny of the world if we are challenged as to our honesty in our dealings? We are to be in good report in the world, without fear that any can rise up and prove us dishonest. Let us ensure that we pass this test, for then we can serve the Lord without fear of disgrace.

Paul was confident in the deliverance of the Lord in each and every situation. He knew that he would not die one second before he was due to go and meet his Lord face to face. This confidence was his strength and he was relaxed in each situation, and always ready to preach the truth to all who would hear him. He was not taking anything personally, but saw every situation as an issue of ambassadorship; every opportunity one to serve his master in heaven. How confident are you right now in the deliverance of the Lord in whatever situation you presently face?

Paul knew the scriptures well and was comfortable in quoting from all the books of the Old Testament. How well is the scripture known by yourself? Do you know the Word of Life as well as you ought to, so that you can bring people to meet the facts about the one who died for them? Paul was ready to defend the truth of the incarnation and resurrection with facts that could not be refuted. 
Paul was not put off by the philosopher Festus, nor the libertine Agrippa. How well do we take the challenge to defend the facts, and how well do we know them? Readiness for apologetics is a good indicator of how seriously you take the faith you profess to believe. If you believe the Word of God contains the words of God, why is it that you know so little of it? If you believe that belief in the Lord is logical, why are you so slow to use that logic to refute the attacks on the truth of the scriptures? 

B.
PASTORAL

Paul sets the example of a thoroughly prepared man for the situation he finds himself in, in accordance with the plan of God for his life. He is ready for the challenge, for he sees all aspects of his life as simply evidence that the Lord wishes him to serve in this new area.  How ready are we?

He is solely focused on what it is that the Lord wishes to achieve in this particular situation, and that is the test for genuine biblical leadership; total focus on the Lord’s will for life not the individuals. Paul sees himself in terms of the Lord’s call to him, not any plans he has for himself separate to this. This is the daily challenge to us as the Lord’s servants; that we keep on seeing his will rather than ours. 

We are only prepared for unusual challenges by trusting God in every thing we face before hand. Faith and strength for the big tasks is built up over time by repeated faith and trust in the many small things that have built up our faith. Paul targets these people for salvation and gives them the full message, for he hopes against hope that they might hear and believe and be changed by the Holy Spirit. We are to lose hope for someone’s salvation once they are dead; until then we hope and work for their eternal life by prayerfully giving them the truth of the Gospel.

PARAPHRASE

“(‘Given that this had happened and been said) I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision O King, but firstly to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem, then to all in the region of Judea, and to the Gentile nations, I kept on declaring (the good news to them, urging them) to change their minds (about the truth) and return to God, and do works worthy of such a life change. It was on account of these actions that the Jewish people laid violent hands upon me and held me in the Temple, and were (determined to follow right through and to kill me). Help (and rescue min my time of direst need) having obtained from God, I keep on standing right until this very day, proclaiming, (witnessing to) the truth, both to small and great. Saying nothing else, other than what the prophets also said, was about to happen, and Moses also (said these things). (That it was necessary for) the Christ (to) suffer, (in order that he should be) the first to rise from amongst the dead, and should announce (the good news) of light (coming to shine upon) the (Jewish) people and the (gentile) nations’. These things having announced in his defence, Festus interjected in a loud voice, ‘much learning has turned your mind to madness!’ But he replied, ‘I am not mad, most noble Festus, but from the source of the truth, and absolute soundness of mind I formally speak out to you these words’. ‘For the king is fully informed of these things, (and that is why) to him also, boldly and fully I have spoken, for I am absolutely sure, that none of this is hidden from him, for these things were not lastingly done in a  corner’. ‘King Agrippa, do you not believe the prophets? I know you do!’ And Agrippa said to Paul, ‘(you are just a little way away from) making me a Christian’. And Paul said, ‘I pray (with fervent desire) to God, that both in the little (things) and the great (things), that both you, and all those hearing me, might be (everlastingly) as I am, except for these chains’. After Paul had said this, the king arose to his feet, and the Governor, and Bernice, and those that sat with them. And they, having withdrawn aside privately, spoke (long) with one another, saying, ‘this man does nothing worthy of the death penalty or chains’. And Agrippa said to Festus, ‘this man might have been released unconditionally if he had not appealed to Caesar’.”      

ACTS CHAPTER 27

THE JOURNEY TO ROME – SHIPWRECK AND DELIVERANCE AGAIN


Verses 1 – 12
The last boat before winter sails for Rome.


Verses 13 – 26
What look like a good day turns into a nightmare, and opportunity.


Verses 27 – 44
Paul takes charge – the ship and every man is saved alive.

ACTS 27 : 1 - 12

1  And when it was determined that we should sail into Italy, they delivered Paul and certain other prisoners unto one named Julius, a centurion of Augustus' band. 2  And entering into a ship of Adramyttium, we launched, meaning to sail by the coasts of Asia; one Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. 3  And the next day we touched at Sidon. And Julius courteously entreated Paul, and gave him liberty to go unto his friends to refresh himself. 4  And when we had launched from thence, we sailed under Cyprus, because the winds were contrary. 5  And when we had sailed over the sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a city of Lycia. 6  And there the centurion found a ship of Alexandria sailing into Italy; and he put us therein. 7  And when we had sailed slowly many days, and scarce were come over against Cnidus, the wind not suffering us, we sailed under Crete, over against Salmone; 8  And, hardly passing it, came unto a place which is called The fair havens; nigh whereunto was the city of Lasea. 9  Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now dangerous, because the fast was now already past, Paul admonished them, 10  And said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and ship, but also of our lives. 11  Nevertheless the centurion believed the master and the owner of the ship, more than those things which were spoken by Paul. 12  And because the haven was not commodious to winter in, the more part advised to depart thence also, if by any means they might attain to Phenice, and there to winter; which is an haven of Crete, and lieth toward the south west and north west.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Now begins one of the great sea voyaging descriptive passages in the literature of the ancient world. Luke’s narrative of the voyage from Caesarea to Rome is filled with descriptive terms of sea faring, and vividly captures the high drama of the journey, the fateful decision making process, and the terrible nature of the ship wreck. Even the unbelieving ancient historians recognize this as the first hand account of a great voyage, by an educated and alert writer. 

Verse 1. 
The decision is taken to get rid of Paul as soon as a ship can be found and an escort arranged. There are a number of prisoners to be sent to Rome for different reasons, and there is a Centurion assigned to the prisoner detail with a group of soldiers as guards. All prisoners would be chained together for the duration of the trip, even while aboard ship. It would appear that even when being forced to swim ashore the chains are still on the wrists of Paul as we will see in Chapter 28. We know at least three of the men’s names; Paul, Luke and Aristarchus of Thessalonica. As a prisoner Paul would be allowed no “guests”, so they could have accompanied him only as his slaves/servants, or they are seen as “fellow prisoners”. Colossians 4:10, Philemon. 

We are also told the Centurion’s name and his regiment. He is Julius of the Augustan Cohort. This may mean he was of the “Foreign Legion” of the Roman Empire; the commissariat troops that were used for transportation and delivery of important dispatches around the edges of the Empire and for the guarding of prisoners being sent to Rome for specific reasons. Paul’s reason was rare; appeals to Caesar were not common, whereas many prisoners would be sent for death in the arena. Most of those with Paul are on a one way journey. The guards will be alert given the prisoners are condemned to death, so the soldiers will be killed if any escape. This means they will be very keen to ensure there is no opportunity to escape, even if they have to kill them all themselves (see below).

Verse 2. 
The ship chosen by the Centurion indicates that there was not a lot of choice at hand for him. The most direct route to Rome would be via Alexandria, aboard the large grain ships from there. He selects a ship of Adramyttium, a city of Mysia in the province of Asia, which means there are no ships heading south at this time. The one chosen would have been a smaller coastal ship on it’s way back to home port before winter sets in fully, with Julius calculating that he would be better able to catch a larger trading ship out of the great cities of Antioch or Ephesus further north. 
This tells us that the season is already well past for safe sailing and the journey is a hurried one, where the real concern is for Paul to be out of the city as quickly as possible! Julius will be on the look out at every stop of this ship for another larger one heading for Rome.  He becomes increasingly desperate as the days tick by.  God’s Plan for Paul, and all the group on this voyage is unfolding and it will end in Rome, but great drama is to unfold beforehand.
Verse 3. 
They sail through the night up the coast and “touch” at Sidon (67 miles north) the next day. This is the first of many nautical terms and usages of Luke through the last two chapters. There is cargo to unload and take on board. Paul has already impressed this Centurion and is treated with kindness that would not be expected from a man who won a role like this for his efficiency, rather than his pleasantness. It may be that the Centurion was present at Paul’s defence in front of Festus and Agrippa.  

Whatever the reason for this respect he is held in, Paul is given freedom to visit with Christian friends in the city and take a bath and have some good food with them. Some have suggested he may have needed medical treatment that Luke was unable to administer in the confines of a ship, and that this also was arranged there. Paul had been in chains for two years now and the last months may have been severely malnourished or have serious chafing injuries from his chains, and sores or boils that needed very serious treatment. The Lord is looking after his servant here, as Paul must be strong and well when the ship wreck occurs.

Verses 4-5. 
They sailed from this port under the lee of Cyprus. This indicates that the winter weather was already starting to blow hard and the protection of the island was sought to ensure safety from the “Etesian” north westerly winds. They then headed for the Pamphylian coast line and hugged the shore line, using the westerly current to drive them up to the port of Myra. This was another of the ports where it was possible to find a larger ship heading for the heart of the empire in Rome. The voyage has started to take a dark turn now, with contrary winds and uncomfortable passages between the places they are sailing.

Verses 6 – 8. 
The Centurion now seriously seeks a larger ship and finds a grain ship heading for Rome, but it is one that has sailed the coastal route so far, either being sailed by a master mariner who is not confident in her, or his own ability, or it is a ship that has sold grain up the coast and is planning to take the northerly coastal route this late in the season rather than the standard direct route that would be common earlier. It has sailed late from Alexandria and is under half way to Rome, having headed in the wrong direction most of its voyage so far! It will prove to be a strong enough ship during the storm, but its crew have no faith in her; it is a doomed ship. Julius will search more diligently for his next ship in Malta! Having found this one though, he puts his detail of prisoners and guards aboard. The strong language used to describe this indicates there was some dissention about his choice of ship.

Luke describes the details of the journey they take, watching the master, and himself plotting the course, as one would when the voyage is as difficult as this one starts to become. Luke, as a doctor, would have been trained in mathematics and may have had very good knowledge of ocean navigation; his language is certainly nautical through these verses and several books have been written on this voyage explaining the accuracy of his terms and the nature of this sea passage at this time of year. 

First he writes they sailed very slowly; barely making any headway at all, tacking back and forth for many days with the wind in their faces along the coast of the Roman province of Asia until they reached Cnidus, then headed across the open sea battling all the way to the “shelter” of Crete. Then he records when they finally reached the island of Crete, as they come around the headland the full force of the now dominant north westerly wind hits them hard and they can make no further headway. They are forced to sail with Crete on their right hand side (starboard) and battle along the coast until off point Salmone, which they barely get around without being driven onto the rocks. 

The ship’s crew would be suffering a great deal after such a hard voyage and the master puts the ship into the Cretan harbour of Fair Havens, close to the small city of Lasea for a rest and some serious discussion about what to do now. Paul’s small team will have started to learn the lessons that the disciples learned on the Sea of Galilee. Matthew 14:24-27, Mark 6:48-50. Paul will after another terrible fortnight see the angel of the Lord, who will send strong encouragement from his Lord to the group.  Angelic visitations are rare and this indicates that serious encouragement is needed by all.
Verses 9-10. 
Luke does not record how “much time was spent”, but from the voyage description we must conclude that the mariners were busy repairing the damage to the ship and its gear. They also are waiting for the winds to drop away. The bay opens to the east and the south east. The violent winter storms will come into the bay and possibly drive the ship up on the beach. It is not the best place to over-winter, although with all anchors out it would be safe enough, with the only danger being driven onto a sandy beach. To a ship owner this looks bad, especially if the cargo and ship are lost, and most would prefer to sail to a better and safer port to over winter. They have been driven past the best ones already, back along the other side of Crete! The sailing season is now well past. 

Leviticus 16:29-31, 23:27-32. It is appropriately a biblical fast time, and Paul and his team will have been keeping the Jewish fast (no food from 6am – 6pm), and so are more spiritually prepared for what is coming than they would otherwise be.  They have been sailing in the doubtful time, but have now entered the dangerous time for sailing. Paul seriously warns that they are all in mortal danger; that the ship, cargo and the people may all be lost. He urges they stay put and make as secure as they can. Paul has had three ship wrecks already in his life, 2 Corinthians 11:25, and so knows what is dangerous and what is not. Refer to the EBCWA web site or EBCWA CD for the study on 2 Corinthians to examine this passage. 

Paul does not appear to be using his gift of prophecy here, for had he been doing that Luke would have made such a thing clear; rather he appears to be expressing what many who have experienced trauma of this sort experience. He has a sense of doom, a premonition about this ship and this voyage. People who ocean sail often will often talk of such feelings at certain times, and those with the most experience of the sea tend to have fairly accurate ones!  It is also possible that Paul has a deeper sense of God’s warning here also, not a specific prophetic “word” but still a gift of insight from God (the “seer” gift that we see operating in the Old Testament – and he has the angelic warning also to draw on here). 2 Kings 6:8-12, Psalms 25:12-14, Daniel 2:27-30.

Verses 11 - 12. 
Paul is a prisoner, with no rights to speak up on these matters at all, but his personal presence and sea going experience would have been clear for all to see on the voyage so far, and Julius clearly values him, but in this case he is over ruled. The owner and the ship master are on board and there is a conference between these men and Julius, who has chartered this ship for the official business of the Empire. They are being paid well for this voyage and are keen to complete their journey, and Julius ranks above them. 

The cargo of wheat was also important, but the safe and speedy arrival of the prisoners without delay would be looked upon favourably by his superiors, so Julius has an interest in completing this journey as soon as he can. It may also be that he is keen simply to have it over and get onto dry land again!  There is only one truly safe anchorage for the winter and that is ahead of them in the Cretan port of “Phenice” (either Phoenix (modern Lutro) – from where the palm trees of that name come from, or the port of Phineka). Paul is over-ruled, and he will remind them all of this later, and so ensure his next piece of advice is followed fully! Paul takes very seriously his role as a pastor of the Lord, and the responsibility with that of telling people the truth, as unto the Lord. Ezekiel 3:16-27, 33:1-7.

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Luke takes an intelligent interest in this voyage, not just because it ends in ship wreck, but because the whole thing tests their faith and trust in the Lord’s guidance. This voyage is an example of the sort of faith tests that come to the mature believer, but it also sets the Lord God’s seal upon Paul and proves he is a friend of the Empire – as he always speaks the truth to the Centurion. The Lord has a plan here and it is being worked out. Paul states what he believes to be the truth, and he is right, but he is also over-ruled by the others. 
Is Paul in their hands? No, he is still in the Lord’s hands and the plan of God will work out for his glory, but it will be through the ship wreck, with the loss of all their personal belongings.   We are all in the same place each and every day. They will escape with the clothing they are wearing that night only! The Lord will provide for them through this, but they will have to trust Him, not their own wisdom and provisioning! In situations where we have control, we make decisions prayerfully, but where we have no control we may state our opinions, but we stand in our faith in the Lord’s provision for us.

Paul, Aristarchus and Luke are not the playthings of fate, but the servants of the living God. As they are tossed about on the seas they are challenged every day to prayer and trust in the Lord, and the example they set in these days is the example that gives them the credibility to take leadership when the crisis of the ship wreck comes. In the contrary winds and heavy seas of the voyage to date they have proved that they are men with good sea legs and men of faith. They have the respect of Julius and that will save all their lives later. 

Our personal testimony under pressure opens the door for the gospel message to others; if we cannot handle the storms of life without weeping and wailing then we cannot speak to men about eternal realities! Paul’s strength of character is what opens the door of opportunity to preach to all the people aboard this ship, and there are many. He will have a captive congregation, and God will use the storms to come to open the hearts of many on this voyage. Only in heaven will we discover just how many were saved through the life witness of Paul as he faces the frustration and fears of this voyage. You cannot preach of the good news of the resurrection faith to your fellow passengers if you have shown fear of death on a voyage you have shared with them.

B.
PASTORAL

Once again we are confronted with Paul’s leadership life-style. By the daily witness of his life he earns respect from others. He is a prisoner, without status, and able to be executed at will by his guards if there is any danger of his escape, yet he is respected and his opinion asked by all. He is treated as an equal to the ship master, the owner, and the centurion. His opinion is over–ruled by them but he is heard. Leadership and respect are qualities of character the theory of which can be taught in a classroom, but the reality of them can only be seen in the field of difficult life experiences. It is only under pressure that our character comes out, and only then do we earn the right to lead others. 
In crises, men and women who have not earned the respect of others beforehand, will not have their orders followed. The hard sailing through the days and weeks to reach this point have prepared the crew and passengers to look to Paul for guidance and encouragement, and they will finally look to him for spiritual and nautical leadership to save their lives. He fulfils his solemn responsibility before the Lord of telling the people the truth as he has it from the Lord, and so must we, unto death!

PARAPHRASE

“And when (finally) it was decided that we should sail to Italy, they delivered over Paul, and certain other prisoners, into the custody of a Centurion named Julius, (who belonged to the Auxiliary regiment) the Augustan Cohort. Having all gone aboard a ship of Andramyttium, that was about to sail a course along the coastal route around Asia, we set sail, having with us Aristarchus, a Macedonian for Thessalonica. And the next day we touched (the wharf) at Sidon. Paul asked a favour of Julius, (who was) a kindly man, requesting to be allowed liberty to go to (visit) his friends there and receive their care, refreshment, and attention. Having sailed from there, we sailed south of (and close to) Cyprus, because the winds were against us. Having sailed an ocean passage well off the coasts of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra of Lycia. And there the Centurion, having searched, found a ship of Alexandria, sailing to Italy, and he marched us all aboard it. (Then) for many days we were sailing slowly, hardly making headway, until we came over against Cnidus, the wind not allowing us (to make further headway) we sailed off the Cretan coast below Salmone, and inching along the coast we came to a place called the “Fair Havens”, nearby the town of Lasaea. A great deal of time was passed (there), and it being past the time for safe sailing, as the fast time was well past (it was well past the middle of October). Paul strenuously argued, reasoning with them saying, ‘that it will be disastrous, with great loss, not only of cargo, and the ship, but of life also, if the voyage continues’. But the centurion was persuaded (by the arguments) of the helmsman and the ship owner, rather than by the things that Paul had spoken. (Fair havens as) a port was unsuitable for wintering over, and so most counselled to set sail from there also, so that by any means they might reach the port of Phoenice, which (was sheltered) from both north-west and south-west winds.”  

ACTS 27 : 13 – 26

13  And when the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained their purpose, loosing thence, they sailed close by Crete. 14  But not long after there arose against it a tempestuous wind, called Euroclydon. 15  And when the ship was caught, and could not bear up into the wind, we let her drive. 16  And running under a certain island which is called Clauda, we had much work to come by the boat: 17  Which when they had taken up, they used helps, undergirding the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall into the quicksands, strake sail, and so were driven. 18  And we being exceedingly tossed with a tempest, the next day they lightened the ship; 19  And the third day we cast out with our own hands the tackling of the ship. 20  And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that we should be saved was then taken away. 21  But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm and loss. 22  And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship. 23  For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, 24  Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. 25  Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me. 26  Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Deception is a strange thing; first you think you are delivered, then you realize you are doomed. It was this way with the ship that Julius had chartered; they thought they were safe but they simply went from one place of potential danger into a far more violently dangerous place of real disaster. 

Verse 13-14. 
After days of waiting for fair weather suddenly there starts to blow an apparently favourable wind that they thought will bring them through to the safe harbour further along the coast. They quickly hoist sail and sailing close to land they inch along the coast. They only need about twelve to twenty hours to reach safe harbour, but they don’t have that time. Suddenly, out of nowhere comes the winter storm wind they all fear, the eurakulon/euraquilo; a typhoon strength wind that blew from the land upon them. It was a wind that blew down from the snow capped 7000 foot mountains of Crete out towards Africa, and this ship was driven before it. The sailors could simply not control the ship in its presence. They were trying to inch along the coast, but once caught by this wind they were blown out to sea, and the further out to sea they went the worse their exposure to the wind became. They watched as the coast of Crete fell further and further astern in the sea spray of the typhoon they faced. 

Verses 15-17. 
It was as if the ship was seized by a great sea monster, they were caught by the winds and unable to control the direction they were being driven in. The sailors technique was/is to sail into the eye of the wind but the winds were so strong that they were unable to bring the ship around into the wind and tack. They gave way to the winds and were driven along like a piece of flotsam on the storm. They were driven past the island of Clauda, but even the lee of this island provided no shelter to enable them to get control of the vessel and heave to there. The winds drove them past Clauda and out into the open seas towards Africa. The smoother water behind the island of Clauda allowed them to recover their ship’s boat, to undergird the timbers of the boat with lashing to stop the boat falling to pieces in the storm, but it gave them little time for anything else before they drifted into open sea and typhoon winds again. The real fear of the mariners was to be driven across to North Africa and onto the quick sands and sand banks between Carthage and Cyrenaica called the Syrtis. They put out sea anchors, made of sails and rope to slow the ship’s progress, while keeping enough sail up, and the two oar rudders well handled, to keep the ship’s stern into the wind so they didn’t breech and turn over. Psalms 107:23-32.

Verses 18-20. 
Luke’s language tells us (“we” passage ) that everyone who wasn’t sea sick by this stage was working with the crew to help the ship. Everyone is working hard, “afflicting themselves”, in order to save their lives. They would have been pulling on, to tighten, all the ropes that undergirded the ship to hold it together, and ensuring any sail aloft was in good repair to keep the ship facing in the right direction. If they got it wrong once, the ship would breech, turn sideways to the winds and turn over, killing them all in an instant. In such storms water gets into these older wooden ships, and the cargo of wheat now becomes dangerous, for when water is added to bags of wheat, the grains swell up and the cargo if not moved will swell steadily as it takes in the water and will burst out the sides of the ship that holds it. The cargo that was wet by the sea water, had to be taken out of the hold and thrown over board before the wheat swelled, jamming the bags hard into the side of the hold and bursting the ship from the inside, just as the storm tore at them from the outside. 

Everyone still upright is involved in the operation of getting the heavy bags of sodden wheat out of the hold and over the side. Each wet, swollen bag could weigh as much as 80 kgs! Imagine the effort and injuries suffered by these men, in a heaving ship, tossed by giant waves, as they struggled together to get the dangerous cargo over the side. Most commentators say that the ship was being “lightened”, and while that was true, for this clearly old, and now waterlogged ship needs that, but the most present danger is the bursting of its sides as the wheat swells. They do not throw all the cargo over the side, for it is money if they survive, and it is also food. They keep any dry bags, and they will eat this wheat later, and then throw the rest overboard before they make their final run for the shore.

As the days progress and the danger grows, they throw overboard all the loose fixtures and fittings of the ship, not just to lighten it, but to ensure the deck is kept clear of debris. The ship is breaking up beneath them, and bits of it are falling off. Once again the sailors are careful; holding onto rope and sail that will be needed later, just as they hold onto the dry wheat for food later. They are desperate, but not stupid, but they have not seen sun or stars for many days, and without light men’s spirit’s plunge deeper and deeper. They are all however, filled with fear, for all human hope is gone, as the ship starts to seriously but steadily fall apart under them. All aboard are now out of hope of rescue or deliverance. Luke records this emotion settling over them like a cloud, and he writes honestly, recording that even he did not believe they would be delivered from this. They are in despair, but in Christ, they are not yet without saving hope. Hebrews 12:1-3, James 1:2-8.

Verse 21. 
The storm, the darkness, and the depression that had settled over them all had meant that they had not eaten a proper meal for many days. No-one had any appetite for food given the storm and feared certainty of death. At this lowest point, God speaks in the darkest of nights to his servant Paul and encourages him. Paul has kept his spirit up and is able to be used in this worst of days to be the one around which the people can gather with some hope for deliverance, on the basis of his vision. Once again we see that the Lord’s purpose in placing people in a situation without human hope is often to show them the only real hope there is. As the ship heaves and tosses in the storm and all sit where they can, braced against its declining wooden strength.

Paul stands up so he can be seen by all and speaks to them. Paul is the master of the right moment, because he has his master the Lord guiding his every word and deed. This is the right moment to speak, and he, under the Holy Spirit’s guidance rises and takes his place as the spiritual and emotional leader of the ship. In all recorded survival situations this occurs given enough time; an individual rises above all the others to be the example and the leader of the rest. This crisis leader is often not a person of rank or position when they started out on their voyage, but has the character that sets them apart. Paul does not say, “I told you so”, to gloat at all, but rather he reminds them that he was right in his earlier assessment of their situation, and was over ruled to their peril just as he said it would turn out. 

He states this to remind them that he has true wisdom and now they had better heed all he says and they will be delivered. He recognizes that they have “gained loss”, and there is nothing to be done about the ship, but there is hope he will argue, but it is in His God. Psalms 107:5-6.  It may be that this is the clue to the right moment for him to speak. Up until this time the sailors may have been calling out to their gods, as mariners were apt to do, Jonah 1:4-14, but they have now fallen silent before the unrelenting power and duration of this unusual storm. Isaiah 57:7-15, Ephesians 2:11-12.

Verse 22. 
Paul gives a prophecy that they will all be saved; not one life lost! This is a bold prophecy and is given in the name of the Lord, and by so doing Paul fulfils the rules of the prophet, for all prophetic words must be falsifiable and specific. Refer to the BTB study on PROPHECY, and PROPHET. Paul is a true prophet of the Lord, speaking only when it is the right time, with the right message, never loving the sound of his own voice, but speaking only the words given him by the Lord. His first message, and order to these frightened men is to be courageous, and for them to take courage. Then he gives them spiritual and theological reasons for them to grow in courage. He had told them before they decided to leave Fair Havens that there was danger of loss of life, verse 10, but he has now been given revelation from an angel of God to encourage them with a different message. 1 Samuel 30:6, Psalms 112:5-8, Isaiah 43:1-2, 2 Corinthians 1:3-7. 

Verse 23. 
The heathen gods of the mariners have deserted them, but the angel of the Lord has stood by Paul. His choice of words would have been a powerful “Gospel” message to these frightened and god-deserted men. Paul’s God has not deserted them! His vision in the darkness of that terrible night is powerful testimony to the promise of the Lord, that he is with his own always, even to the end of the worlds! Matthew 28:20. Notice Paul’s words; he is God’s possession. Paul is reminded by the angel that he has been bought with a price, he is not his own man, he is God’s possession, and God has the responsibility of bringing him through to Caesar. Isaiah 44:3-7, Matthew 10:24-31, John 17:9-10, 1 Corinthians 6:20, 7:23, Ephesians 1:14, 1 Peter 2:9-10, 2 Peter 2:1. Paul could say, in the midst of danger, “we are the Lord’s, and our Lord will deliver us, Hallelujah!”

Verse 24. 
This verse tells us another important thing about Paul that night and every night before it. He had been praying for the lives of everyone aboard that ship! Notice the angel’s words to Paul. The Lord has “granted you” the lives of all! He had been praying for the men who may have been abusing him and cursing God through these nights. God has given as a grace gift the lives of all aboard to Paul. What an amazing thing prayer is! Prayer opens the doors of blessing and we are to pray with perseverance; for Paul has been faithfully praying for thirteen terrible days now. He alone has not given up hope that the Lord will deliver them, and the ship and all its entire human cargo of 276 people will be delivered in answer to one man’s faithful prayer. Isaiah 58:11-12, 59:1, James 5:15. Only sin stops the blessing of God. There is not a storm that has ever been, that will stop the Lord blessing his own in the midst of it.

Verses 25-26. 
The message of verse 22 is repeated. God has spoken and as far as Paul is concerned that settles the matter, they will be saved! The storm still rages, but Paul sees in the promise of God more reality than the wind and rain that still drives in upon them in the dark of this day. Paul demonstrates the principle of faith in action, that God’s Word is more real than his physical circumstances! Paul urges application of this faith principle by all on board, and urges them to express this faith by rejoicing in the words of God from the angel right now, and by eating a meal to be strong enough for the swim ashore when the time comes. 
Remember as you read this verse that they still cannot see any land! Paul tells them that they will be saved, but by being driven ashore on an island. The fear of the mariners is that they will be driven ashore onto the sandbanks and quicksands of North Africa but Paul tells them that the angel has indicated that they will not be landing on a quicksand bank on the coast of North Africa, but on an island. 

Once again we see the specific nature of genuine prophecy; it must be falsifiable, testable, and very specific, in order for men who hear it to praise God when they see its fulfilment and know for sure that God has indeed spoken. The door for evangelism for all these people is going to be open for all later and we may meet many off this ship in heaven because of Paul’s great faith and courage. The plan of God calls for ship wreck here; they must be cast ashore on an island, for the plan calls for it. God has a plan and it is working out through his saints, and the Gospel will be brought to the island of Malta later that day because of this ship wreck and many will be physically healed and many more will be spiritually saved! Romans 8:28 is still working out, for it always does when God’s people practice faith! Romans 4:16-25. It may be that this very situation was in Paul’s mind when he later wrote from his condemned cell the words recorded in 2 Timothy1:12.

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

This is one of the great sea storm descriptions in all of literature, describing a sea passage of fourteen days of hell, and most ocean mariners marvel at the strength and fortitude of their ancient counterparts after reading this. These were seriously tough men, with mental strength beyond what most today would have. Two weeks of typhoon would make most people incoherent; completely mad or depressed and unable to do anything to save themselves. The strength of Paul is a marvel, and an example. 

As believers we are to be tough physically and tough mentally, and to make no excuses for weaknesses we allow to remain in our lives. Our bodies and minds need to be under control! 1 Corinthians 9:27. Paul had written about this principle to the Corinthians and now we see it in action. This is the apostolic standard, and this is the standard against which we are judged! Let us harden up fellow believer, and stop moaning about the small stuff and so prepare ourselves for whatever we meet. 

B.
PASTORAL

See how Paul has been praying throughout the voyage! Notice his servant heart again operating, as in great distress and physical exhaustion he remains faithful to his commission to reach others for Jesus Christ. He is always ready to pray and to speak a word in season. How ready are we to do this? Could we handle the physical pressures that open the door for ministry for Paul here? Many unfit or slovenly believers wonder why they are not used by the Lord, but they just need to look in the mirror! We must be as fit as we can be, as healthy as we can be, as self-controlled as we can be, and then we will see the most that the Lord can really do with us! 
If we do not control our own appetite and body/mind function, then we are not fit to exercise control over the Lord’s people! The biblical concept of fitness goes from body to spirit, and from spirit to body; each aspect of our nature assisting in the exercise of control over the entire person. Paul’s desire is that we all exercise control over ourselves, and do so by exercising faith in all situations. Hebrews 6:9-12, 18-20.

At the end of fourteen days from hell itself Paul is still ready to stand and speak to the people the words of God. For fourteen terrible days he has kept on praying for these men with him, and on this last night the vision of the angel comes to comfort him. Are we ready to wait for the Lord’s answers to prayer? Do we hang in there long enough at times, or do we wimp out early and wonder why we lack power in our preaching? Let us be challenged by the apostolic standard and live up to it! 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Philippians 3:13-14, 2 Timothy 4:5-8, Hebrews 12:1-13.

PARAPHRASE

“And when the south wind started blowing gently, (the rest of the people) thinking that their purposes had been gained, weighed anchor and sailed close by the coastline of Crete. But not long after this there came down upon us a fierce typhoon wind, called (by the sailors) Euroclydon. And the ship, having been caught by the wind, (the sailors) were not able to bring her head into the wind, and giving up (the battle) we were driven along by it. Running close by a small island called Clauda they had difficulty controlling the (small ship’s boat, but having got control of it they secured ropes around and under the ship, (bracing it). They were all in fear lest they go off course into the quick sands, and so having put out sea anchors, and lowered all sails we were driven along (still by the storm). But we kept on being violently tossed about by the typhoon winds, and the next day we threw the cargo into the sea. On the third day with our own hands we threw overboard all the ship’s sailing equipment. We saw neither the sun nor the stars for many days, and no small typhoon was just lying upon us, so that all hope left of deliverance was taken away (from all). They had been many days without any food, and then Paul stood up in their midst and said, ‘It would have been right to have listened to and obeyed my words and not to have sailed from Crete and so have gained this disaster and great loss, but now I exhort you all, be of good courage and be encouraged, for none of you will lose your lives, only the ship will be lost. For this night an angel of God, whom I keep on belonging to, and who I keep on serving, stood by me, saying, stop being afraid Paul, for you will stand before Caesar, and also God has granted to you (the lives) of all who are sailing with you. For this reason, be of good courage men, for I keep on believing God, and it shall work out exactly as it was told to me, but the ship must be wrecked upon a certain island.” 

ACTS 27 : 27 - 44

27  But when the fourteenth night was come, as we were driven up and down in Adria, about midnight the shipmen deemed that they drew near to some country; 28  And sounded, and found it twenty fathoms: and when they had gone a little further, they sounded again, and found it fifteen fathoms. 29  Then fearing lest we should have fallen upon rocks, they cast four anchors out of the stern, and wished for the day. 30  And as the shipmen were about to flee out of the ship, when they had let down the boat into the sea, under colour as though they would have cast anchors out of the foreship, 31  Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved. 32  Then the soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, and let her fall off. 33  And while the day was coming on, Paul besought them all to take meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth day that ye have tarried and continued fasting, having taken nothing. 34  Wherefore I pray you to take some meat: for this is for your health: for there shall not an hair fall from the head of any of you. 35  And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of them all: and when he had broken it, he began to eat. 36  Then were they all of good cheer, and they also took some meat. 37  And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen souls. 38  And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, and cast out the wheat into the sea. 39  And when it was day, they knew not the land: but they discovered a certain creek with a shore, into the which they were minded, if it were possible, to thrust in the ship. 40  And when they had taken up the anchors, they committed themselves unto the sea, and loosed the rudder bands, and hoisted up the mainsail to the wind, and made toward shore. 41  And falling into a place where two seas met, they ran the ship aground; and the forepart stuck fast, and remained unmoveable, but the hinder part was broken with the violence of the waves. 42  And the soldiers' counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim out, and escape. 43  But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from their purpose; and commanded that they which could swim should cast themselves first into the sea, and get to land: 44  And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

The story of the grounding of the ship is another great nautical survival account, full of vivid detail and every present danger for all. Many ships have been lost in sight of shore but the waves have still claimed all lives. The most dangerous time is often the point of abandoning ship, for the ship can tip over on top of the people in the water, or be blown over them. Bits of ship break off and the pieces of wood and rigging have knocked men unconscious or drowned many men before they even left the ship’s side. At the last minute the crew will try to flee before this most dangerous of times comes, leaving the rest to their fate! Paul’s strong character and leadership rescues all aboard.

Verse 27. 
The wind still drives the ship back and forth, with no course being able to be steered other than what the winds dictate. Around midnight the sailors intuition tells them something has changed. As they hear the change of sounds, and feel the difference of the wave patterns they know that they have drawn near land. No-one has slept other than for short periods for two weeks, and all are awakened by the change in sounds, and know it spells disaster to run ashore on rocks in the night where no-one can see where to swim, so they would have sprung into action with their surviving rigging and sails and make sea anchors again to slow the ship in it’s tracks, and also readied their heavy anchors for deploying, and pray for dawn to come before they hit any rocks that may be there. Psalms 130:5-7.

Verse 28. 
The drama continues to unfold as the sailors quickly get their lead line to check the depth of the water underneath the ship. They throw this out and the depth is felt (in the darkness the line had knots tied at fathom intervals and these were counted off as the line was pulled in) initially at twenty fathoms (120 feet – a fathom being six feet), and then shortly afterwards they throw again and find it is fifteen fathoms (90 feet) and now they know they are coming up onto land out there in the darkness somewhere. Psalms 91:1-16. This may have been one of the very Psalms that Paul and the others sang that night as they worked and waited for the dawn to break. Jeremiah 29:11-14, Philippians 2:5-8, 3:8-12.

Verse 29. 
The sailors move quickly now. There is no time for the sea anchors for the water is becoming more and more shallow under them, and it is happening far too fast. They are in mortal danger, and so throw all their anchors out the stern to stop the ship in its track, and have it facing the land when dawn broke. They can hear water breaking over rocks and cannot see anything for several more hours. As a ship approaches St Paul’s Bay on Malta you pass through the twenty and fifteen fathom line off a rocky point called Koura. Had the ship been 100 meters further to left or right it would have struck these rocks! God’s grace is with them and they only realize their good fortune when the day dawns and they see the beach ahead of them and the rocks to their sides. With their anchors holding them they are ready to cut them at any point, raise any sail they can, and make a dash for the best place on the beach.

Verse 30. 
The sailors do not believe they have any chance of survival in the old and now seriously battered ship and so decide to make a run for it. Their nautical expertise will be crucial for the survival of the ship and the people when the decision is made to cut and run for shore, and so Paul acts quickly to alert the Centurion to the dangers that their departure places the ship in. They were a cunning group of rascals, and pretended that they were simply adjusting an anchor, but intend to use the ships boat and row for shore. They are also desperate men who do not fancy their chances in the old ship! 

Verse 31-32. 
The Centurion may have been at the prow with the ship master as the crew attempt to leave from the side, but Paul spots them, possibly overhearing their plans, and warns the Centurion. Paul knows from bitter experience of earlier ship wrecks that they need every bit of sea faring knowledge to ensure the safety of the ship and people at the last minute. The Centurion quickly sends his men and they cut the ropes holding the ships boat and it falls away into the water. There is now no escape except by working together as a team aboard the large ship. Some stern words would have been given these men by the Centurion, and I suspect the soldiers invited the sailors to step out of line again and be killed on the spot!

Verse 33. 
As dawn starts to break Paul demonstrates his leadership skill and foresight again. He has been in the water a long time in earlier ship wrecks and knows that you need to be well fed before any long immersion in cold water, or hypothermia will kill you quickly. It is fourteen days since they had a significant meal of any sort, and Paul knows that when the word is given to make the run for shore every man will need to have food in his belly to draw on the strength it will give for the last exertion they all must make to ensure they reach the beach safely. As the day dawns he orders all to eat, and a full meal is prepared from the grain and any other produce that remains. 
It is good timing on Paul’s part, for it will be at least two hours before they can make their run for shore and that is the perfect time for the food eaten to be coming “on stream” for the body’s use within.  Exertion in cold water will exhaust and kill within minutes, but the warm food two hours before the swim will keep all alive.  In cold survival exposure situations the difference between living and dying is often the food eaten several hours beforehand.   No food = no survival!
Verse 34. 
He gives the order and then another word of encouragement about his assurance from the angel of the Lord about their survival. To eat is for their safety, and to fail to eat is to place themselves in danger. Paul tells them to eat in a situation when some will say, “who cares, we die anyway!” Paul’s message is a strong and encouraging one. His word is, “you will not die, not even one hair of your head will be hurt if you do what I say!” This was a well used idiom in older times. 1 Samuel 14:45, 2 Samuel 14:11, 1 Kings 1:52.  
Verse 35-37. 
Paul sets the example on the storm tossed deck, and in effect holds an open air fellowship meal prefixed by prayer. He is doing this in front of 275 others, and prays openly in Jesus name. He blesses the bread, holding it high above his head for all to see, and then breaks it openly and begins to eat it. He sets the example for all to follow. Matthew 15:35-36. All take heart with Paul’s example and eat also. Paul has clearly convinced the cooks to prepare lots of food; all they can or all they have! Romans 14:6-7, Colossians 3:23. There will be no other meal until they are ashore. 

Some will eat believing this to be their last meal, but Paul has assured them that this will not be their last meal, but simply their last aboard this doomed ship. Luke records just how many people there are aboard this ship; a significant ships company, and if any fail to make it ashore Paul’s prophecy is proved wrong! Paul stands on the word of God and has complete confidence in God’s ability to save them, and as he looks out at the rocks of Point Koura he can see how they have already been delivered once this last night. Psalms 27:14. 

Verse 38. 
They all ate until they felt satisfied. They had grabbed a little food here and there through the last fourteen days, but now they have had a full and satisfying meal. They are ready for the last dash to shore of the ship. Having strengthened themselves, and now knowing that the ship is lost, all spare gear is thrown over board. Anything not needed to the rush to shore is thrown away. All remaining cargo is thrown overboard, for the ship needs to ride as high in the water as it’s waterlogged timbers can manage, for they must be able to drive her as high onto the beach as possible in order to give everyone the best possible chance of survival out of the surf line.

Verse 39-41. 
Paul has had this meal in the early light, and an hour or so later they can make out the shore line in the misty driving rain (Chapter 28 verse 2). From the prow of the ship the master can see that there is a stream in the bay where the water may be a little deeper and it is into this stream that he intends to drive the ship as far as they can. No-one aboard can recognize the island, or the beach. They have no way of knowing where they are until ashore. The leaders of the ship take counsel together, and we can assume that Paul was a part of this group now, but certainly the Centurion took the lead as he had the prisoners care as his personal responsibility, and was the Roman government representative. 
The only question for the ship master was, can we get enough sail up, and move fast enough, in order to drive the ship hard enough onto the beach to stick fast. If the ship moves at all once they run aground it could kill all who tried to get off it. After some deliberation the decision is made. Once the anchors are cut there will be no going back, they must gain as much speed as possible; they will not get a second chance at this beach, and must aim to drive into the stream in the middle.

The plan is simple but the timing was crucial; the ropes holding the anchors had to be let go all at the same time or the ship would slew around and roll over, and the sails all had to be lowered at exactly the same time to pick up maximum wind and speed as soon as possible. Too early dropping the sails and the masts would snap off at deck level with the strain, too late and the storm would drive the boat where it wanted. The two rudder oars had to be unlashed also and enough very strong men be in place beside them to ensure that they could be controlled in the storm and the ship steered into the right place on the beach. 

All the men were in position. The order would have been given. And the three groups of men, on anchor ropes, rudder-oar lashing, and sails would have all swung into action. A good number of the men aboard would have been co-opted by the centurion to help the crew for this. In a storm the wet sails alone would have taken four times as many men as usual. Military precision is required for this and the Centurion may have been in charge of the men, with a trumpeter to sound the order.  Once the ship master had assigned the tasks and prepared the ropes for speedy letting go he would signal to the Centurion for the order to be given. Ropes couldn’t be cut in such a manoeuvre because the many axe wielders required would each deliver blows differently on each rope and the effect would be uneven, leading to the loss of the ship. Each rope had to be properly prepared, tied so it could be pulled and let go in the same second.

The foresail is hoisted fully with the full force of the storm winds behind them, it would have filled immediately and the ship lurched forward, heading for the beach. Everyone on the ship would have felt the moments race as they sped towards the beach. In the murky light the team that had looked at the beach had not been able to see a sandbar across their path. It is still there, formed by two currents that run between a small island in the bay (Salmonetta), and the mainland. They are still a little way off the beach, and the prow is stuck fast in the sand bar, with its shallow water. The stern is still in deep water with the waves from the two currents swirling over it. The rear of the ship begins to break apart.

Verse 42-44. 
Until this moment everyone has been working together to ensure they reach the shore; the tough soldiers, the sailors they have so recently threatened, the passengers who have paid for this trip to hell, and the prisoners still with the chains on their wrists. Until this moment they have worked together for their common salvation from the storm, but at this point the group will have to break up and take it in turns to go ashore off the prow. The plan for an orderly departure with the ship stuck fast in the stream mouth is gone as far as they can see.  Actually we will see below this is the only safe place.  It will be possible for the prisoners to flee the guards are thinking. If a prisoner escapes the guards are executed, so they immediately decide, better to be safe than sorry; lets kill them all now! 
It is a tight spot, where even Julius considerable strength of character is required to calm things. His respect for Paul is such that he urges them to stop any thoughts of slaughter. Proverbs 16:7. These men do not know what this land is, and suspect it may be the mainland of either Europe or Africa, rather than a small island where there is nowhere to escape. He had to work hard and physically stop them from killing the prisoners. These men had been saved by Paul but would not have thought twice about killing him to save their own lives. God has again providentially saved Paul and the others. 2 Corinthians 1:9-12.

As the ship breaks up behind them the very pieces of the timbers provide the means of escape across the narrow channel from the sandbar where they are stuck off shore to the beach itself a few dozen meters away. They hadn’t seen it at the time but had they missed the sand bar and headed directly towards the beach they would have run aground (due to the deep drought of the grain ship) a considerable distance offshore, with the serious breakers crashing around their prow still. Such a situation would have led to the drowning of a considerable number of non-swimmers aboard. 
The sand bar has steeper sides than the beach and the ship has its prow now well out of the water, with a drop down to sand only covered by inches of water, and using the ships cargo nets there is safety for all. The survivors can then grasp hold of the large pieces of the broken ship in their arms firmly and from a firm footing push off for through the surf to the beach across the narrow channel. As Paul has prophesied, all escape the ship wreck, with no loss of life nor serious injury to anyone; a true miracle in every God ordered aspect of it. 1 Peter 4:18-19.

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Paul, Aristarchus, and Luke are up at midnight that last night, ready to help, ready to play their part actively to pull on a rope, lower an anchor, or quietly pray. They all take an active interest in proceedings and Luke hears the sailors call out the soundings as they come in and sees them run to lower the anchors, possibly assisting in the task of lowering these heavy metal and wooden anchors over the stern. Paul is ready to assist with good advice that others are too tired or exhausted to think about. 
Possibly Paul has been working baking the bread himself, for he is ready with a loaf in his hand to encourage them all to eat, as the first light of dawn reveals the shoreline in the distance. Once again we see active men, tough men, physically strong men, ready to play their part physically and spiritually in the work to be done. What a challenge these men are to us to be ready to serve the Lord by being fit to serve our fellow men in the tough places before we even speak! These men earned respect before they evangelized; so must we! 

B.
PASTORAL

Paul leads by example. He has the bread and he eats it after prayer. He uses every opportunity to bring God’s presence into the situation as the source of the deliverance, and the one who provides for them in adversity. Paul’s steady example of spiritual and physical leadership has impressed the Centurion, who risks his own life to save Paul’s. Paul’s character also saves the other prisoners who would most certainly have suffered death had he not been saved by Julius and Paul’s vision of “ALL” being saved, which is heeded by this great solider of the Roman Army. When the ship struck the, until then unseen sandbank many hearts may have sunk. The very breaking up of the ship was however God’s way of providing everyone with their own “life preserver” as the planks broken off by the storms force provides enough buoyancy to float across the water from the sand bank to the beach where the locals are now gathering to assist them. 

These ships timbers are also going to become part of the bonfires that the locals will use to keep them all warm after their time in the cold water. Paul has learned to trust God in all things. As he will reflect from house arrest in Rome, thanksgiving in expectation of seeing God’s wise and gracious provision is a good approach for all believers to take when facing difficulties. Philippians 4:4-7, Colossians 4:2-3. 
“My God will bring us through”, had been Paul’s promise, and each apparent set back leads to greater blessing! God delivers his promises, but not exactly as man may think at the beginning! Paul keeps people focused on God’s grace and that is our challenge as the Lord’s men and women in leadership; to keep people looking to Jesus and seeing that his plan is the best plan, and it is working out!

PARAPHRASE

“And when the fourteenth night was come, being driven about in the Adriatic Sea, towards the middle of that night, the sailors began to think that they were drawing near some land. Having sounded (with a lead line) they found the depth of water was twenty fathoms, and having gone a little further they sounded again and found it was fifteen fathoms. And fearing lest they be cast up upon a rocky shore, they cast overboard from the stern four heavy anchors (in order to hold the ship) and all prayed (fervently) for dawn to break. But the sailors sought for a way to escape the ship and lowered the ship’s boat, pretending  they were about to lower another anchor. Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, ‘Unless these men stay with the ship you cannot be delivered’. Then the soldiers cut away the ropes holding the ship’s boat and it fell into the sea. And just before it was dawn Paul exhorted all the people to eat saying, today is the fourteenth day we have been waiting (for deliverance) without eating (regular meals). For this reason I exhort you all to take food, for this is for your safety (and deliverance) now, for of none of you will one hair fall from your head’. Having said these things, and having taken a loaf of bread, he gave thanks to God so all could see him, and having broken it he began to eat the bread. And all of them became encouraged, and took and ate bread also. And there were in the ship two hundred and seventy six people. And having (their hunger) satisfied, they lightened the ship, casting out what remained of the cargo of wheat into the sea. And when day full dawned they saw a coastline they did not recognize, but saw a bay with a stream in the middle of it, and after careful consideration they decided they should be able to drive the ship up into it. And having cut the anchors away, and simultaneously cutting away the binding around the rudder, and also raising the foresail, they steered a course for the shore. And running the ship into a (sand bank) with the sea breaking on either side they ran the ship aground with the prow firmly embedded immoveable, but the violent seas continued breaking over the stern and the ship began to break into pieces there. And amongst the soldiers the general consensus was that the prisoners should be killed to stop any escaping after they swam ashore. But the Centurion, earnestly desiring to save Paul’s life, delayed this decision of the men being carried out, and authoritatively commanded everyone who could swim to jump overboard first and swim ashore, and the rest, some on boards, and some on other pieces of the ship, were all brought safely to land.”    

ACTS CHAPTER 28

MALTA TO ROME


Verses 1- 10
Opportunity in the midst of adversity – Romans 8:28 working out again.


Verses 11 – 20
The message of Messiah proclaimed again.


Verses 21 – 31
Paul witnesses to the people in Rome; once again with clarity and power.

ACTS 28 : 1- 10

1  And when they were escaped, then they knew that the island was called Melita. 2  And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and received us every one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold. 3  And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 4  And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live. 5  And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm. 6  Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god. 7  In the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of the island, whose name was Publius; who received us, and lodged us three days courteously. 8  And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him. 9  So when this was done, others also, which had diseases in the island, came, and were healed: 10  Who also honoured us with many honours; and when we departed, they laded us with such things as were necessary.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

This final chapter can be called “ship wreck to Rome”. Even though the ship wreck was a disaster for the ship and cargo, just as Paul had prophesied, not one life had been lost, and it leads to further evangelism. The entire saga is a story of evangelism and the plan of God’s triumph over apparent disaster. They had all survived and were ashore together on a beach, now called “St Paul’s Bay”, with the locals gathering to assist them as the rain continues to drive upon them from the storm.  The faith tests (read - evangelism opportunities) continue however.  
Verse 1-2. 
They have been driven ashore on the island of Malta, which dates their conversion to Christianity from this point. These “barbarians”, or non-Greek speakers, gather quickly to assist the survivors. It was a word used disparagingly by Greeks of other peoples, but Paul has seen that these people, not only are his equals but are being saved by the Lord and added to his church. 1 Corinthians 14:11, Colossians 3:11. 

The locals consistently showed great kindness and concern for the castaways that terrible day. Luke uses an unusual construction here to emphasize the great love, saying that they were showed the sort of kindness that you don’t meet every day. They got a large bonfire going to warm and dry the 276 survivors, and provided clothing and some food for them all. They proved themselves obedient to the Mosaic Law, and the Lord’s words, not ever having heard of either at this point. Leviticus 19:18, 34,  Matthew 10:42, Luke 10:30-37, Romans 2:14-16, 27, Hebrews 13:2. 

Verse 3-4. 
Paul is always active rather than passive, and he throws himself into assisting in the fire making process. Paul has been in this situation before, 2 Corinthians 11:26-27, and so he has learned the lessons of leadership under pressure.  Great leaders get involved and serve rather than sit and be served, and so Paul bundles up driftwood and bits of the ship with the locals ready to throw onto the roaring fire to keep it hot and useful in the driving rain. Malta is an island where local poisonous snakes are rare, but possibly driven over on wood from North Africa this snake, lying still in the bundles of wood becomes active as the heat of the fire warms it and it springs out and attacks Paul, fastening itself on his hand. 

The local people recognize this snake as a dangerous poisonous snake of the sort that gets washed up at times. They are superstitious believers in the vengeance and justice of the gods and so see in this act the evidence that this man is both a prisoner (he wears chains) and clearly of the worst sort, a murderer. To them this action of the snake is the god’s way of ensuring he does not escape in the island; he has escaped the sea, but a creature brought by the sea kills him before he can defile their land. Numbers 35:30-34. Their theology is logical, even Biblical, Amos 5:18-19, and Paul will be shown to be God’s servant through his supernatural deliverance. 2 Corinthians 6:3-10, 11:23. 

Verse 5. 
Paul’s action is quiet and deliberate. Stand and reflect upon your response to such an event after such a miraculous deliverance.  Paul does not cry out and scream “why?” to the heavens, he simply seeks God’s use of this event and trusts the Lord to deliver him from the venom as He has from the sea.  The posture and reaction of the local people will have told Paul what they think, even though he cannot understand their language. Paul’s actions gathering wood would have indicated to most people that he was a slave or low born man used to servitude, and they may have identified he was a prisoner by his chains. It is most likely that Paul and the other prisoners were still in light chains, as would be normal for prisoner transportation. 

He shakes the snake off into the fire and has no after effects of the bite at all. This is another tie to Moses, Exodus 4:2-5, for Paul is able to shake off the serpent, just as Moses takes it up by the tail. Paul’s deliverance is supernatural. These people knew the snakes that were washed ashore on their island, and they knew what was dangerous and would kill, and what was not. The disputed passage of Mark’s Gospel, Mark 16:17-18, records the truth, and is illustrated here. No believer walking with the Lord’s will need ever fear in any place that they will die one second before the Lord wants them to die! We are truly in the Lord’s hands in her service, and he is the God who delivers us. Luke 10:19-20.

There is also the Exodus story of the snakes that kill the children of Israel, but Moses makes the bronze serpent and all who look to it are delivered. This speaks of sin that deserves the penalty of death, the rejection of God’s grace provision of Manna, being healed by the grace provision of salvation by God. Numbers 21:1-9. This is another reminder that Paul is working with Luke as he writes Acts, so that references to Moses and the Prophets are being constantly drawn out, in order that those hearing the story can see that the new faith stands in a direct line back to Israel’s origins. The Messianic faith, Paul argues, completes the revelation begun in the Garden of Eden, and then revised and given anew to Moses and then to all the prophets. 
Paul’s point, to all he meets, is that God is doing a new thing, but in doing this he is fulfilling all that he promised in the past, completing it, and building upon its foundation, not destroying it.  His message is continuity, fulfilment, and a new path to be walked; opened up by the one who fulfilled the promises. The Hope of Israel is both of resurrection (victory over sin and death), and the person who achieves the victory. The Hope of Israel is the one they are to look to for deliverance, just as their ancestors looked to the bronze serpent. John 3:14-16, 6:36-40.

Verse 6. 
The people, whose theology is correct, but who do not know the true God yet, now watch Paul closely to see their prediction work out, and for him to drop dead before them. Luke uses the medical terms for the expected symptoms, which never eventuate. Paul apparently keeps on feeding the fire and has no after effects of the snake bite at all. For the second time in his life he has non-Greek speaking pagans call him a god, although here they do not do any sacrifice, and he is clearly able to speak calmly to them all. Such a reaction as occurred in Lystra, Acts 14:11, could have spelt disaster for the group of survivors, especially if “the god” is in Roman chains. Luke does not tell us how the situation was calmed down, but the word is out around the island that there is a special man amongst them, and the healing that follows will ensure that there is even more excitement about Paul still to come.

Verse 7. 
The Roman resident, or “chief man” of the island welcomes the official party. This is another evidence of Luke’s presence with Paul and his getting the titles of the people they meet correct for the time. This man, Publius, received at least the Roman part of the ship’s company and provided food and emergency clothing for three days. This was an uncommon courtesy, given that Paul was a prisoner of Rome and the Centurion and the other soldiers would accompany him. They could expect courtesy, but an apparent criminal could not expect it of right.

Verse 8. 
The language used here indicates that Luke the doctor has a patient in the house but is unable to cure him. It is inconceivable that Luke was there and did not enter into trying to assist this man, as he was a guest in the house and had a strong obligation to assist, but whatever the full details of the case, this man has deteriorated badly, and has both waves of severe fever sweeping over him at times, and dysentery. Paul enters the room, and having prayed for his healing, lays his hands upon the man and he is supernaturally and immediately healed. Mark 1:31, 1 Corinthians 12:9ff, James 5:14-16. 
Luke records this healing by a different word than the healings he describes in the following verse. The word used here is a word that indicates miraculous healing, by the agency of a man but by the power of another. That is exactly what we have here, with Paul’s prayer action and the Holy Spirit’s healing power.  1 Corinthians 12:9, 28. Refer to the BTB study of HEALING.

Sir William Ramsey was the first to suggest that both men were involved in healing in the island, with Luke doing his medical work (therapeuo - verse 9) as he was able and Paul doing his healing prayer ministry (iaomai - verse 8) when called upon. This makes the most sense in this context. Luke is always stepping back to allow others to take credit where it is due, and does not seek the limelight at any point. It is also important to remember the purpose of Acts as a record of how the Gospel through Paul came to Rome, in the power of God to the seat of Roman power. 
Paul is the central character and Luke a supporting player in the story. He never forgets this, and omits any details, which no matter how interesting, do not advance his story. Unlike Josephus, he is not writing a full account, but a clear account of the basic and selected facts that bring Paul to Rome; hence the belief that this work and his Gospel may be a legal brief for Theophilus to defend Paul before the Emperor, with the relevant facts for a defence in a Roman court. At points like this we wish Luke told us more, but must await the courts of Heaven to hear the full story of this and other wonderful things that these men did under the filling of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 9. 
The immediate impact of the healing of Publius is that the entire Island is alerted that this god-like man who can shake off a poisonous snake and have no harm is also a healer with divine powers. This sort of certification is exactly what the Holy Spirit selects to use in this pagan context to arrest the attention of the population and bring them to hear the facts of the Gospel. This series of miracles, after the first two prove to all that God has come in the presence of his servants to this island; and that is exactly the message that gets around. Matthew 4:23-24, Mark 6:53-56. 

Notice carefully that both initial miracles “find” Paul rather than him trying to do miracles. This is the genuine pattern; the Lord making a miracle a requirement, rather than the Lord’s servants seeking opportunity to work miracles. Mark 16:17-18. Some sinful people have sought snakes to bite them so they can “claim” a healing, but that is not what the text says; the snake finds you in ministry and you are then healed by the Lord. We are no-where told to drink poison or get snakes to bite us! That gets into the area of tempting the Lord God, and is a sign the people involved in it are at best deluded and foolish, at worst arrogant and sin filled. Deuteronomy 6:16, Luke 4:12. 

Verse 10. 
There is not a mention of the reception of the Gospel message, or how many were saved here, very likely to protect the new converts in case the case in Rome went badly and these people be targeted as aiders and abettors of this dangerous and illegal heresy. It is church history that records the establishment of a church before their departure. All that they had personally lost during the ship wreck is made up to Paul and his team before they leave the island. They leave “loaded up with useful things”. 

Once again there is a parallel to the Old Testament prophet. 2 Kings 8:7-10. It is also a reminder to Paul and his team of the words of the Lord that told them not to worry about the provisions of food, clothing and required money, but look for the Lord deliverance in these things as they do the work that is set before them. Matthew 8:25-30, 10:9-15. Paul has also previously reflected on the way the Lord uses offerings from saints to support ministry. 2 Corinthians 8:1-12, 9:5-11. While in jail he will later reflect on the wonderful gift of the Philippian church that arrives in time to support his physical needs and those of his team. Philippians 4:11-19. 

APPLICATION

A. PERSONAL

The common hospitality of the native inhabitants of this island challenges the local church. The assistance of those in genuine need is to be the hallmark of the church of God. We have often gotten side tracked by the daily details of life and ignore the genuine needs of others, or we are so busy helping the professional beggars who will not work, counter to scriptural orders, that we do not have the time to seek and assist the genuinely needy brothers and sisters who seek to serve the Lord from their poverty. 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12,  Timothy 5:3-15. 

Each of us is to seek our own work for the Lord and quietly do it. Luke and Paul worked together well in this healing work. Luke uses the words to indicate both supernatural healing and regular medical healing. There is no conflict between them, as prayer and medicine belong together, not as opposites. Some believers today act like “New Age” healers, acting as if the use of conventional or alternative medicine is of the devil. Where-ever did that idea come from? Is it any wonder that in some places believers are considered as if they are “nutters”, for they act like cultists. 

Paul was hated at times, and considered a god at times, and his faith may have been despised by Herod, but he was never seen as “strange” or “odd” by the common people. When people saw Paul and Luke working together they got the message of an intelligent God served by intelligent and Holy Spirit filled godly men. What is the impression given by your service believer?  Paul’s quiet faith in the Lord’s provision is also a cause for reflection by us. Do we relax in the Lord’s provision for his work? Do we sweat over physical provisions or make our prayers to the Lord in faith? Paul sets us the example; let us follow our ancestor in faith! Philippians 3:17.

B.
PASTORAL

Paul may still be wearing his hand chains, indeed it is most likely he was, for the people recognized him as a prisoner immediately, but even with chains on his hands he serves others by gathering wood. The work of a slave was not beneath this man, and he constantly seeks ways of assisting others practically without sitting by as the “great apostle” expecting others to serve him. We are reminded again that Christian leadership is servant leadership; the only celebrity is the Lord Jesus Christ, whom we all serve. There are no special ministers, simply servants of the living God constantly seeking new ways to serve Him and his people, and those who He seeks to make his people.

In days where many travel around to seek after the miraculous, this passage reminds us again of the need to be guided by the Holy Spirit alone in such matters. Genuine miracles will be worked in the power of the Holy Spirit when God has a specific purpose to be worked out through them, and then they will cease for a time. The Spirit moves sovereignly in such matters. We err greatly when we, either deny their possibility, or seek these things out of the plan of God for certain situations, for either way, we place our will ahead of the Lord’s. 
God knows when that is what is required and he will present the situation where such things work out to his glory, never to the glory of the person who is serving the Lord. When men are getting fame or glory through miracles then the Holy Spirit is not present, or His work is being quenched, for His work always glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. John 15:26, 16:14-15.

We can always leave our pay in the Lord’s hands. Paul and his team have lost all their possessions on the ship wreck yet the miraculous healings and their after effects ensure that all their physical needs are met fully and completely. The Lord looks after his men and women, and we must learn to place ourselves firmly in his hands alone for deliverance in places of danger, and for other physical provisions. We serve the great God, the creator and sustainer of the universe, so why is it that we doubt whether he can meet our needs? There is only one question for the believer, and that is, ‘what does the Lord require of me this day?’ The next step is to be obedient and trust the Lord for provisions on the path that is to be walked. 

PARAPHRASE

“Once they had all been saved (from the shipwreck they looked around) and then they fully knew that it was the island of Malta (upon which they had landed). And the local peoples showed uncommon hospitality to us all, the sort of kindness you don’t meet every day. Having kindled a large bonfire they brought us all to it, because it was still raining heavily and (was) very cold. And Paul, having gathered together brush wood and having laid them on the fire, a poisonous viper came out of the brushwood and wound itself around (and bit) his hand. And when the local people saw this poisonous beast hanging from his hand, they said to one another, ‘certainly this man is a terrible murderer, who having escaped from the sea, justice has not allowed him to live (on the land)’. Paul however, having shaken the beast off into the fire, suffered no injury at all. But the locals were expecting, at any time, to see the hand inflame, or him fall down dead, and for a long time they were looking and expecting this, but seeing nothing injurious happen they changed their opinions about him and said, ‘he is (obviously) a god’. Now in the area around that place there were lands and properties owned by the chief man of the island, by the name of Publius. Who received us all, and provided us hospitality for three days, as his guests. And it happened that his father was lying seriously ill with fevers and dysentery. To whom Paul having entered (his room), prayed (for him) and cured him. This having taken place, the rest of the population of the island who had sicknesses of all sorts came also, and received healing. The population also gave us much money and on sailing they provided for our necessities.”

ACTS 28 : 11 - 20

11  And after three months we departed in a ship of Alexandria, which had wintered in the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux. 12  And landing at Syracuse, we tarried there three days. 13  And from thence we fetched a compass, and came to Rhegium: and after one day the south wind blew, and we came the next day to Puteoli: 14  Where we found brethren, and were desired to tarry with them seven days: and so we went toward Rome. 15  And from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came to meet us as far as Appii forum, and The three taverns: whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage. 16  And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard: but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him. 17  And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the chief of the Jews together: and when they were come together, he said unto them, Men and brethren, though I have committed nothing against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 18  Who, when they had examined me, would have let me go, because there was no cause of death in me. 19  But when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained to appeal unto Caesar; not that I had ought to accuse my nation of. 20  For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see you, and to speak with you: because that for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

They spend three months on the island of Malta. The entire winter is spent here, and it will not have been in inactivity after such a healing ministry. Paul and Luke have already been honoured by the people with many gifts of food, clothing and other items of use for their next voyage. They have received them in payment for the services they have rendered. The church on Malta records that Paul firmly established their fellowship during this time by teaching and other miracles, but Luke glosses over this, as his purpose is to move the narrative on towards Rome.

Verse 11. 
The Centurion has orders that must be carried out and as soon as the first ship is ready to sail for the mainland he arranges passage aboard this ship. Through the winter he does not bargain with any ship master for he seeks the best and keenest ship and sailors. Having been ship wrecked once he does not want to risk problems again and selects a ship with the painted sign of the pagan gods Castor and Pollux (Gemini - the twins in the Zodiac), upon either side of its prow. These gods were supposed to be good for sailors, and perhaps the Centurion is looking for better luck this time. Sailing could begin again any time after 9 February, which was seen as the start of Spring. This is another grain ship, bound for Rome from Egypt to catch the best prices by arriving first after the winter. This is why the Centurion seeks these men now; he seeks the best men, the most keen and cunning of sailors, to carry him the last leg of the journey.

Verses 12-13. 
They sailed across the eighty miles to the chief city of Sicily, Syracuse, where they waited for three days; possibly to unload some cargo there for money, or maybe simply waiting for a change of winds to take them across the straits to Italy itself; as the next verse makes clear they could only sail close by the coast to Rhegium until the right wind started to blow. From Syracuse the ship made a coastal passage to Rhegium, and then the right wind blew and they were able to sail across to Puteoli; one of the key sea ports of the capital. The Centurion’s confidence in this ship and crew is well founded, for they are on the alert for the right winds and position themselves off the coast at Rhegium to take advantage of them and arrive first in port for the sale of their much needed cargo. The master of this ship is a cunning man, being one of the last ships out of Egypt before the winter, and then the first into Puteoli, he always guarantees the best price for his cargo. He is a canny sailor and businessman. The Centurion has chosen well.

Verse 14. 
Paul always seeks for brethren wherever he goes and here after some searching he locates a local church of believers and they seek permission of the Centurion to join them for seven days. They are ahead of their schedule, given that they have been on the first ship away from Malta, but it shows the good standing that Paul has with this Centurion that he is able to ask, as a prisoner, for such a favour, and then for the favour to be granted indicates that this man is impressed by Paul and trusts him, but even more that he is interested enough in his faith to allow him to fellowship with other believers in this sea port. 

Paul was responsible for feeding the guard and anyone else, and this may also have been part of the deal, for these soldiers were heading for barracks in Rome and a re-assignment, possibly to another prisoner detail, or off to the German frontier. To be able to stay in the sea port, or just out of it by a beach, with clean air and very good food paid for by Paul and Luke’s healing gifts, would have been a welcome break after such a long journey from Caesarea, and a brief rest before they re-enter military life again. After possibly two Sabbath services together the little group, with their escort heads for Rome up the ancient high way of the Romans, the Apian Way.  It is 130 miles from the sea port of Puteoli to Rome.

Verse 15. 
News has travelled from Puteoli to Rome during the seven day stay there that Paul has arrived and the local church in the city sends out a delegation to greet the great apostle first at the Forum or market of Appius,(90 miles from Puteoli and 40 miles from Rome). This part of the Apian Way had been built by the Censor Claudius Appius in 312BC.  And then another group travels out to the three taverns way stop ten miles further up the road to meet the party. The church has already received 2-3 years before his letter from Corinth/Ephesus (our book of Romans in the New Testament), and so he is well known by word and deed to this city church. Paul is greatly encouraged to receive such a warm welcome from these people who have travelled out overnight to meet him two days journey out of the city. What a camp fire meeting would have been held by them all that night. The Centurion is not threatened by these friends of Paul, and would not have interfered but Paul remains chained to a soldier throughout the journey. Paul takes additional courage from this, just as Jesus had told him to. Acts 23:11, and also refer John 16:28-33, Psalms 27:13-14.

Verse 16. 
We do not know how many prisoners there were in the detail that Paul had joined, but there were considerable and Paul had been able to keep them all under control at Puteoli! Some might say, well he had the Centurion and long lengths of chain to assist! This is to ignore the fact that frustrated men on the way to possibly their death will become more agitated, and less likely to cooperate with a Christian’s plan for a week of church services!  The only other possibility is that the prisoners were interned in a military barracks/jail as soon as they arrived at the sea port.  The prisoners will be guarded by more soldiers once they arrive on land finally for their last march up to Rome.  It will likely be a much larger contingent that marches up the road towards the capital. 
Paul’s amazing leadership ability is seen here, when we consider that this total voyage has been accomplished with a group of prisoners, who may have been guilty of significant violent crimes. Paul’s evangelistic abilities will have been tested and utilized during this voyage and walk, and only in heaven will we meet the men and women who may have been saved as a result of this journey with Paul. The prisoners are all to be handed over formally to the captain of the Praetorian Guard, and this is done, but Paul is allowed, likely on the good report of Julius, and for a fee, and with the responsibility to feed the detached soldiers, to have his own rented accommodation close by the Barracks of the Guard in the central city. One man is attached to Paul’s chain permanently and would have been relieved by another, either every four hours, or possibly at 6 am and 6 pm.  Normally such guards were groups of four, who took it in turns to be chained to the prisoner and guard the doors.  Paul had to feed them all, and feed them well.
Verse 17. 
After three days of settling in and finding out what might be able to be done while they awaited the trial date before Nero, Paul decides to call the leading Jewish scholars and leading citizens of the city to see what their position is regarding him and his presence in the city.  He defends himself before them all, denying doing anything wrong in the eyes of Judaism. Once again, we see him, and Luke through the record, identifying the Nazarene movement with Judaism, a legal religion in the Empire, and that will be their defence. Paul is the prisoner of Rome, but he is the prisoner of the Lord first and foremost, and he stands firm in his belief that all he says about the Lord is lawful, and Jewish! Ephesians 3:1, 4:1-3, 6:18-20, Philippians 1:12-14, Philemon 10-13. He suffers as if he is an evil doer, but he is lawfully doing all that he is doing. Even in his last imprisonment he will argue the injustice of the actions taken against him. 2 Timothy 2:8-10.   On this last occasion he will fail in his defence and be executed, but that is God’s time, and he and the others who die in Nero’s last murderous rampage win eternal rewards and glorify the name of the Lord.
Verse 18-20. 
Paul makes it clear that he was examined by the Romans and they would have set him free to go his way, innocent of all charges, but this was hindered by the leaders of Judaism in Jerusalem. Paul must however defend himself against the charge by these men of bringing trouble to them or Judaism because of his appeal to Caesar. Paul is at pains to point out to these men that he has not appealed to Caesar to betray his nation or it’s people in any way at all, but because he was forced to. He is not accusing his people or nation of any evil before Caesar, but does make clear he blames specific members of the leadership for his plight. Judaism is so split at this time, that this is the only way to secure some support at least from the local members of the Jewish Community.  He leaves his case in the Lord’s hands. Romans 12:17-21, 1 Peter 2:21-24. 

This was a vital thing to say, for just over ten years before in 49 AD, under Claudius, all Jews had been expelled from Rome at great personal cost to everyone thus forced to flee their homes and businesses.  This earlier expulsion was recorded by the Roman historian as caused by one “Chestus”, possibly a reference to conflict within the Jewish community of tens of thousands between Messianic and orthodox Jews over Christ. Paul was on dangerous ground here and he knew it, and tries to overcome any antipathy towards him and the messianic movement he represents before conflict breaks out, or a letter from Jerusalem arrives that will defame him. Paul sees that the main group in Rome is Pharisaic in nature here rather than Sadducee, for they stayed close to their power base in the Temple, so he is on safer grounds regarding the resurrection here, and he will make that his main point again. 

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Paul’s personal witness was such that he was able to ask a favour of his captors and have it granted when they had no legal reason to be kind to him at all. Paul’s personal witness was of a man transformed by the power of the living God; a man who would work for others rather than be served himself, and who looked always for the opportunity to bring others to the truth through gracious conduct and truthful words and works. The Centurion Julius, who has accompanied him for so long, was a man used to spotting any phoney play actor, and he saw in Paul a mighty man of God. 

How are we seen? If we live for Christ we will have the opportunities we see Paul having here, but if our faith is only a Sunday faith we will be correctly despised by tough and honest pagans! Let us get our lives right before God and before men. It is not without reason that the pastor must be “well spoken of in the world, and have his family in good order”, 1 Timothy 3:4-7, for unless a man has a good reputation as an honest and genuine man he may be a fake and his faith may be phoney. Unless there is fruit of righteousness in the daily grind of life with a chain on our hands then we are not God’s men or women, and we are unfit to lead his church. Matthew 7:15-20, James 2:14-20.

Look at the love of the believers of Rome; see how they travelled thirty or forty miles out of the city on foot to stay overnight under the stars with the apostle so that he might feel welcomed into the place in which he may meet his death, for the end is still uncertain. Paul is concerned that his presence does not lead to any trouble for the believers there, given the expulsion under Claudius so recently, and so calls the meeting of elders of the community to allay fears and protect others. How focused are we on the well being of others? Do we see things solely from our own perspective or from others’ also?     

B.
PASTORAL

Paul was focused on encouraging the brethren, and when he has the opportunity at Puteoli he takes it and asks the Centurion for permission to stay for seven days. As he does in Malta he establishes firmly, encourages and teaches the local church with the chains still on his hands. This man sets the pace for us in ministry; always focused on the needs of others, and the opportunities that the Lord may give him to encourage the saints where-ever he finds them. How closely does your ministry resemble that of Paul pastor? How clearly do you see opportunities before they are gone? Paul was alert to the chance to serve, and at all times he “went for it” that the Lord’s people might be strengthened. Let us be encouraged and follow his example.

Paul is always thinking of what it is the Lord wants from him in each situation and so the Lord is able to bring encouragement to him when he needs it. Notice how many times we have seen the Lord send a vision or people to encourage Paul. He did clearly get depressed and needed to be lifted up, and the Lord meets this need and lifts him up. In the Lord’s service, we are called to place his will ahead of our own, and focus only on what he wants us to do, but having done that he will encourage us in his time and in his way, and it will always carry us along. We are in the Lord’s hands and are challenged by these things here to remember this and rejoice in his provision; both of opportunities to serve, and the needed provisions of material things and the encouragement we need to keep going. 

Paul is always concerned about the impact of his presence on the local Jewish people, and to explore the opportunities for evangelism amongst his own people. As we will see in the next section, he has some converts even from the leaders of the Jewish community here in Rome. Paul looks for any chance there is to win his people to their Messiah. How keen are we for the unbelievers around us to find the Lord? Paul challenges us to be single minded in our service of the Lord.   

PARAPHRASE

“And after three months (stay there), we sailed in a ship of Alexandria, that had wintered over there. It’s figurehead was the Dioscurii; Castor and Pollux. And having touched land at Syracuse, we stayed there three days, then made a coastal passage around to Rhegium, and after a day there, the south wind blew and on the second day out we sailed into Puteoli. Having discovered brethren there, they were requested to stay with them, (and receiving permission), we stayed for seven days, and so we (walked up the road and) approached Rome. And there, the brethren having heard the events concerning us, came out (to meet us) as far as the market place of Appius and the three taverns(a roadside tavern 33 km from Rome on the Apian Way). (When) Paul was seeing the brethren he was giving thanks to God, and was (greatly) encouraged. And when we came into Rome, the centurion delivered over Paul into the custodial care of the Commander of the Camp (the Head of the Praetorian Guard), but Paul was permitted to remain (under open arrest) in his own quarters, with a soldier who guarded him. And after three days had passed, Paul called together the Jewish leadership (of the city). And having come together (for this meeting) he addressed them as follows; ‘men, brethren, I have done no actions against the Jewish people, nor against our ancestral customs, (to be worthy of) being delivered over into the hands of the Romans. Who, having formally legally examined me desired to free me (from all charges), because there was no cause or reason (to hold me) under penalty of death. But the Jewish (leadership) kept on speaking against this, and I was (left without any other option); being compelled to appeal to Caesar, but not to lay any charge against my own nation (because of this). For it is on account of the hope of Israel that I stand before you here today with chains around me’.”

ACTS 28 : 21- 31

21  And they said unto him, We neither received letters out of Judaea concerning thee, neither any of the brethren that came shewed or spake any harm of thee. 22  But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for as concerning this sect, we know that every where it is spoken against. 23  And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening. 24  And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not. 25  And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers, 26  Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: 27  For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 28  Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it. 29  And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, and had great reasoning among themselves. 30  And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him, 31  Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

There is debate as to whether Luke intended to end the story where he does, but the ending here in this section is appropriate to his purpose, for he brings us up to the point where he is going to appear before Caesar, and he is free to speak with all who come to see him. Paul has been under arrest for three years now but is still free in spirit and body; this is victory for the Gospel message given the antipathy against him. Church tradition records he survived this trial and was free to continue his evangelistic work for another two years before final arrest in Troas and being taken to Rome to finally die under Nero, as one of his sacrifices after the great fire of Rome, for which he blamed the Christians. The Pastoral Epistles are believed to date from this later time.  The Prison Epistles date from this first imprisonment.
Verse 21-22. 
These words must have been music to Paul’s ears given the attitude of the Chief Priests and their henchmen. It meant that they had not written yet, so he had time to speak without prejudice against him, and it also meant that others who had come to Rome recently had not spoken evil concerning him; the gossip mill about him was clean. These men are the leaders of the Jewish community in Rome as it rebuilds itself after all being forced to leave the city before, so they are slowly rebuilding their worship community and have not struck many Christians so far, only bad reports of them. This is why Peter urges believers to be especially careful to do good works in the presence of the Jewish people so that none can speak against them. 1 Peter 2:11-12, 3:13-17, 4:14-16. 

These comments by the elders of the new Jewish community in Rome, tells us that the church that Paul wrote to a few years before is now mainly Gentile, (look at Romans 11:13-29, to see that most of the church were Gentile several years before this time) with those Jews who are members not attached to any synagogues now, and possibly no members of the old Jewish community from before Claudius’ expulsion having returned that even remember the old Christian Jews from ten years before. It is a picture of the times to come, with Jews becoming Christians being forced to leave the Jewish community completely. 
There is a short window of opportunity for Paul that will soon be closed when the leaders of the Sadducees group arrive with their case against Paul. These men, the new Jewish settlers of Rome under Nero, are possibly open to the truth, or so they say. They are at least ready to hear what he says and will spend the entire day doing so before the meeting breaks up with discord.  Paul can draw courage from the Lord’s words through his prophet Isaiah. Isaiah 41:10-16, 50:4-11, 54:17. 

Verse 23. 
They select a day for debate and assemble at Paul’s lodgings, for he remains chained to a Roman soldier, who himself would have had to sit through all this. Paul systematically sets forth his views to them testifying to the truth that he knows and the doctrines he has learned. He does this from Moses and the prophets of Israel, speaking of Jesus, without any Gospels to refer to, solely from the Old Testament. He speaks about the Lord Jesus from the time the men arrive until it is dark. Luke 24:25-27. 

Verses 24-25. 
The result is, as it always will be where man’s volition is involved, a mixed reaction; some are convinced, some are not. Some are saved by the message and passionately embrace it, seeing that they have found their Messiah, while those who reject it realize that they have heard the death knell of orthodox Judaism if this is accepted, and they angrily depart. The imperfect tenses of the verbs indicate the completed action and on-going nature of both belief and disbelief; once people have made their choice on these matters, after such a day of teaching, it tends to be final. Romans 3:3-4, 11:1-12. 

There is a sword between them, just as Jesus said it would be. Matthew 10:26-42, 15:7-14 (Jesus quoting Isaiah 29:13), Mark 7:6-8. The situation is now beyond any solution; the Gospel has been given fully and the division has come. All Paul can do is to send the disbelievers away with the challenge of the Old Testament prophet ringing in their ears. He selects Isaiah 6:9-10. Jesus himself had quoted this passage. Matthew 13:14-15, Mark 4:12, Luke 8:10, John 12:37-41. Paul quoted it three years before in Romans 11:8-10 when he wrote to the church at Rome before heading to Jerusalem. 

Verses 26-27. 
Paul quotes from the Septuagint (LXX) translation of the Old Testament, indicating that he has had this whole discussion with these fellow Jews in Greek rather than Hebrew. This would not be unusual given that most Jews of the Diaspora, who were traders throughout the Roman Empire, were more familiar with Greek than Hebrew, or the Aramaic that was only spoken in the land of Judea itself. 

Notice the power and truth of the words of Isaiah into this context here. These people hear what Paul says, yet some will not hear the truth in it. They see what he is getting at, yet they will not see that Jesus is their Messiah. They are logical and intelligent people yet they will not accept the truth. The reason given by Isaiah is a strong one; that their hearts have turned aside from real service to God, and in reality their religion now is set up to serve themselves so they can all feel spiritual. They have a form of faith without life changing faith, a religion that honours God with their mouths but dishonours him with their deeds and lives. 
They have become hypocrites; play actors with righteousness, no longer servants of the living God. Isaiah is one of the prophets of judgment; he spoke during the destruction of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, and the siege of Jerusalem in the southern kingdom of Judah. The enemy then, around 720 BC, was Assyria. Psalms 81:11-16, Isaiah 29:10-16, 42:19-25, 66:1-5.  

When Jeremiah speaks in the 580s BC the enemy will be Babylonia. Each time the people hear the truth but reject it, and so first the Northern Kingdom is judged, and then the Southern Kingdom is destroyed. Ezekiel 12:2. A similar crisis is being played out in Paul’s day, with Rome the enemy, and Jerusalem and it’s wonderful Temple, are about to be destroyed for the second time. Isaiah’s warning was heard by a few and so God saved the remnant in the land, Jeremiah’s message was heard by even fewer, so God allowed the people to go into captivity so that there they would hear it from Ezekiel, given that they had ignored Jeremiah. Jeremiah 5:21, Ezekiel 3:4-7, 12:1-2. 
God is gracious in his provision of messengers, but if the message is ignored, there will be judgment! Paul reminds them that it is a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the mighty God who you have ignored!  Psalms 66:1-7, 18-20, Hebrews 10:30-31.  Hebrews will be written later, (and I believe most likely by Paul also), as the last word to the church in Judea, as he here gives his last word to the legalist orthodox Jews of Rome.
Verses 28-29 
This salvation message and this salvation reality will be passed on to the Gentile nations with Israel’s rejection of it. They will hear and obey, Paul tells them, just as they have heard and ignored the truth, as Jesus prophesied in the parable of the vineyard. Matthew 21:33-45. Paul loves his people, but his frustration shows by the end of this long day of teaching and arguing for them to see the truth. He has the truth of Ezekiel to cling to, that they will one day repent. Ezekiel 36:24-38, as he had mentioned 3 years before in his letter to Rome, Romans 11:23-32. 

The leaders of the Jewish community of Rome leave Paul’s lodgings and they leave arguing amongst themselves with passion. Paul has certainly brought the sword of the Lord amongst them. Once the message is understood the division comes, and it is bitter now. Even this does not stop the apostle in his appeal to Caesar, nor does it stop his witness and service within the community in Rome. Luke carries the story on till just before Paul’s appearance before Caesar or Caesar’s agent, and he is released. Paul rests in the plan and purpose of God, knowing that he will work his purposes out with his people, just as he had written to the Romans several years before. Romans 11:33-36. 

Verse 30. 
Church tradition records Paul was released from this imprisonment. Nero, at this time, was preoccupied with chariot racing and other sporting activities, and so delegated his judging to his advisers. Things would be different three years later when Paul was re-arrested as part of a sweep through the church to find the “ring leaders”, by Nero so he could blame them for the great fire of Rome. There would be no escape from this second and final imprisonment. The letter of 2 Timothy records Paul’s final months and his last words to the churches he poured his life out to serve. 

But now, for two full years, with a different series of soldiers chained to him daily and nightly, Paul is able to witness and work in the local church, write his Prison Epistles, assist Luke with the final form of Acts and the Gospel of Luke, and encourage all the saints who come through Rome and see him there. Paul remains active until the end of his long and eventful life. What we have in Acts is a shortened, edited version of the story that brings him to Rome, but there is enough here to excite the most dull of faith and encourage the most depressed saint of the Lord to stand up and be counted in their service, and live worthy of the Lord as did the great apostle. Look at his triumphant mental attitude as he moves into his fourth year of confinement with a soldier chained to his wrist. Ephesians 6:18-20, Philippians 1: 12-17, Colossians 4:2-9.      

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Paul was ready to witness and so must we be. He was ready to take a text from the Old Testament and preach Christ from it. There is more about the Lord in Isaiah than in any book of the Bible other than the four Gospels, yet many believers could not even find it in their Bible! How ready are you to witness as Paul does here? We are challenged to be ready to witness, ready to serve, ready to encourage our brethren at all times.

Don’t be upset or amazed, as if some strange thing has happened when people get angry at you once they have rejected the Gospel message. The message brings a sword of division once people have made their call about who they will serve. Expect this to occur, but just make sure that the anger is not earned by yourself because of any obnoxiousness on your part. The message will offend at times, but we must not be offensive! 

Paul was ready to serve and keen to keep on working the work of the Lord until his call home. We are the Lord’s ambassadors here, and we are here to do his work, not find a nice house and relax in it! Do a brief word study in your New Testament on the word “work” from the texts below and see how this challenges you regarding your life, in light of what you have seen with the lives of our fathers in faith here in Acts. John 6:28, 9:4, 1 Corinthians 3:13-15, Galatians 6:4, Philippians 1:6, Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 1:3, 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12, 1 Timothy 5:10, Hebrews 3:12-4:2, 13:21, James 1:22-27, 2:14-26. 
Let us work, while the day light of the Holy Spirit shines into our lives! The night comes, we don’t need to fear it, but let us have no regrets over wasting any of our days!   Paul is supported by money from Malta’s grateful people, but also later by gifts from the other churches who know he needs their help.  The church at Philippi is especially generous in a monetary gift, that would have been needed to keep paying rent and food bills.  Paul has arrived in Rome with little, and seeks a rented house when he clearly doesn't have the money to pay for it for long, stepping out in faith that God will move upon his people to support him, and pray for him.   Let us be people who support our brethren in prayer and with any money we have.
B.
PASTORAL

Paul never loses the plot; he remembers that he has a role to fulfil and he does the work required of him. Paul sets us the example of obedience and devotion to the truth of the Word of Go, even after he has lost all in shipwreck, and he has arrived in Rome without finances to support a year or more’s expenses there.  Paul is ready to discuss the truth of the scriptures for an entire day, and we know from earlier in the story of Acts that he would have taught all night had they been ready to hear him. He is truly “apt to teach”, and he leaves his financial needs in God’s hands. Romans 1:15, 1 Timothy 3:2. 
Paul’s example is first personal then verbal! He witnesses to God’s power first to the soldiers chained to him daily and nightly. No man can put on an act with such tough company a short length of chain away. Paul preaches by his life and lips and so earns the right to be heard by all he meets. We must also earn the right to be heard by our lives lived as they ought to be as the ambassadors of heaven.

Paul was ready to give both sides of the Gospel message and let men walk away, but with the warning of God ringing in their ears. He was ready with the right text for the situation, not his favourite text for all situations! Many pastors learn formulas, Paul “learnt Jesus”.  Paul truly knew and walked with Jesus, and so was ready to use the whole of the scriptures to challenge men and women with the truth, for he knew that all the scripture speaks of him. Paul cannot go out to find work, but quietly prays for God to send people to find him, and the Lord is always gracious and will provide the people he wants us to minister to. 

Do we have the daily prayer in our life that we will see all the people we meet today as potential opportunities for service, and that we will take these opportunities and make the most of them before the Lord.  Paul did not see his being under house arrest as a limitation, but an opportunity. How are you going pastor on this mental attitude of transformation of the ordinary into the extra-ordinary; the natural into the spiritual?  
All Paul’s life is a story of transformation, and his challenge to us, is firstly be transformed ourselves, then play our part in the transformation of others. Let us commit ourselves to allowing the Holy Spirit to transform us, and so have our daily works and worries transformed!  He prays for funds and opportunities to use them for the glory of God.  Let us be like him.
PARAPHRASE

“And they said to him, ‘we have not received any letters concerning you from Judea, nor have we received any evil report or words concerning you from those brethren arriving from Judea. But we believe it is right and proper for us to hear from you what you believe, for this sect is well known to us, and everywhere it is spoken against. And having chosen a day for him to (speak), many came to his lodgings, to whom he expounded fully teaching thoroughly the kingdom of God, and persuading them of the facts concerning Jesus, both from the Law of Moses, and the prophets, from the morning until the evening. And some were indeed convinced of the truth of the things spoken of, but some disbelieved. And disagreeing with each other the meeting broke up. They departed after Paul had spoken (a final word). ‘Well did the Holy Spirit speak by Isaiah the prophet to our fathers. Saying, go to this people, and say, in hearing you shall hear, and not ever understand, and seeing you shall see, but not ever perceive the truth. For the heart of this people has grown fat (and lazy), and with their heavy ears they have heard, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes, and with their ears they should have heard, and their heart they should understand, and be converted, and I should cure them (of their illnesses). Be it known to you all that to the gentile nations is sent authoritatively the (message of the) salvation of God, and they will hear (and believe)’. And these things having heard, the Jews went away, having a great discussion amongst themselves. And Paul stayed in his own rented lodgings two further whole years, and he welcomed hospitably all who came in to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God, and teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, with complete freedom (to speak), no-one hindering him.”   
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