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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States jurists saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation neither can he deserve it. We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (1 John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (1 Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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CHAPTER ONE

OUTLINE

Titus is one of the interesting men we meet in the pages of the New Testament.    He is one of our spiritual ancestors from whom we can learn a lot, and from Paul's instructions to him we can gain strength and focus for our challenges as Titus found strength from Paul's words in his challenges.

We know a lot about Titus, but there are some intriguing gaps in our knowledge, and we must just leave these without speculation until we meet Titus in heaven and can check out the truth.

TITUS THE FRIEND AND SERVANT OF THE LORD

1.
We meet Titus first as the man who carried the letters of Paul to Corinth. Titus was a man whom Paul valued as a friend and fellow Bible teacher. When he didn't turn up at Troas Paul felt the loss.  2 Corinthians 2:13. He was a man who by his presence could ease Paul's burden of care for the churches; he was a counsellor and encourager as we all should be.

2.
When Titus does arrive (2 Corinthians 7:6), Paul is greatly relieved and strengthened.

3.
Titus hadn't been malingering in Corinth he had been really making sure that Paul's message in the first letter had been fully understood by the church. The results of Titus work can be seen in 2 Corinthians 7:7 - 10, where we see that the people have really responded to Titus blunt but loving confrontation with them with the truth.

4.
Titus had the gift of laying the truth on the line with love. 2 Corinthians 7:13-16. 

5.
Titus had a deep love for the Corinthian church, it was a concern that showed itself in his truthful confrontation with them using the letter of Paul's as his medium. The people accepted and received Titus and the words he brought with "fear and trembling". This means that they respected him and heard him, as they would have the Lord.

6.
Titus was therefore the obvious choice for Paul to be the bearer of the second letter to Corinth. [2 Corinthians 8:6]. Titus main qualification for carrying the letter is given in verse 16, he cared for the Corinthians. Is this the qualification we look for in a trouble shooter? It was what Paul looked for. 

7. Paul had met Titus before the Jerusalem Conference and he was taken with Paul to the Conference. Galatians 2:1-3. The "hot topic" was whether new believers had to be circumcised, as an indication that they had become members of the Jewish Messianic movement, which is what the church was at that point, with very few Gentiles in the church, the first is recorded in Acts 8:5 - 17, when the Samaritans heard the gospel, and then in verses 26 - 40, where we see the Ethiopian nation receiving their first convert to the new faith.

8. In Acts 10 we see Cornelius the Roman receiving the faith, and the impact of this caused the Conference to be called to work out what was the initiation ritual for the church; was it believers baptism alone or was circumcision also required, or beneficial, as a sign that the gentile had now entered into Abraham's promise. Timothy was circumcised as he was half Jewish and would minister to Jews in synagogues but Paul would not allow Titus to be forced to be circumcised as Titus was to minister to his own people the Gentiles.

9. Acts 16:1-5, Galatians 2:3-5.   From what Paul says in Galatians it appears that Titus was circumcised but he underwent this voluntarily so that he might be able to minister within Jewish and Gentile areas.

10.
Titus was a loyal lieutenant who was content to serve under Paul without rebellion or complaint.

11.
We may wonder when we think about all that Titus did and saw that he needed a letter like this to help him; was he not beyond needing such strengthening after walking with Paul so long? Like us, Titus needed help at certain times and he was ready to receive it, as we must be.

12.
The last mention of Titus we have is problematic. In 2 Timothy 4:9-12, we have him mentioned in the company of Deems who had forsaken Paul. Titus had gone to Dalmatian, it is thought to minister, but Paul is clearly disappointed. If there is anything sinister in this we must wait until Heaven to find out. Titus was loyal and true and I see no reason to link him with Demas in rebellion, but rather as a contrast to Demas; Paul was sad that Titus had left even though the reason was good, but with Demas he was just sad, as the reason was a bad one.

This little letter to this early pastor is both encouragement and challenge to us all.  It is a reminder that all the comfort and encouragement that comes in the Word is there with a challenge to apply the "comforting words" so that we might do more, both in quantity for the Lord and power in the Lord.   

It is encouragement that no matter how mature we think we are as believers we can all benefit from direct words from an older servant of the Lord who is walking as he should.    

It is encouragement to keep our own stability in the midst of a hard mission area, and not to be too quick, as some are, to see in adversity the Lord's leading us else where!    

It is the challenge that we have limited time here on earth and we must ensure at all times that we are where the Lord wants us, doing what he wants us to do, as he wants it done.    

It is the challenge to service and focus on eternal rewards rather than the praises of man in time.

This is a book for action, for application. Like the Nike advertisements of the 1990s, Paul is saying to Titus, "just do it!" He is urging Titus and all of us in ministry, and that is every Christian, to focus on eternal issues and see in the "well done" of God a more powerful and significant recognition than anything that this world can offer.

VERSES 1 - 4

INTRODUCTION, PERSONAL GREETINGS, AND PAUL'S SUMMARY OF THE GOSPEL MESSAGE.

1:1  Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness;

1:2  In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;

1:3  But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour;

1:4  To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Background And Analysis 

The mighty God is our Saviour! We can have total confidence in his plan to give us eternal life through our position in Jesus Christ. This exciting news is Paul's song in these introductory verses. This is a short summary of the gospel message and the mechanics and dynamics of evangelism.    

He speaks of God's election, the acceptance of the message, godliness of life, the hope or confidence of eternal life, the promises and plan of God, the preaching of the gospel, the commandments of the Lord, the saviourhood of God, the servanthood of the pastor, and the fellowship experienced by believers within the family of the gospel.

Paul begins this letter to his "son" Titus, with a very formal greeting that would indicate that this is not a personal letter but one intended for Titus to use as authority to action points made, to back up his own position in a situation where his standing may have been under threat or challenge.     

Titus knows all of the things mentioned in these first four verses yet Paul strongly notes these basic doctrines in a very formal and strong manner. Why does he do this to his old friend and fellow worker Titus? 

It is, I believe similar to what occurs in military situations, when a Colonel is under battle pressure and his old friend the General arrives or sends a message, and he writes or arrives with full military protocol being applied, because he isn't coming as a "friend" but as the commanding officer; he isn't coming for a cup of tea but for an inspection, and he comes to remind his Colonel that he is a soldier too, and must refine his skills and toughen his stance against the enemy. 

This is the tone of this letter. It is to a friend but it is to a friend who is the commander of the local battalion and the General is calling his Colonel to tighten up his performance and remember who he is and what his calling is.

Paul lays his calling cards on the table again in this letter, as he did in 1 Timothy. As we have seen above this wasn't necessary for either Titus or Timothy but is a formal way of announcing to the entire congregation that he is speaking as the Commander and calling the planting pastors and their "troops" formally to attention, and for renewed energy in the human side of the Angelic Conflict. 

The fact that Paul would write so formally to a friend as he does to Titus here would have been an obvious "attention grabber" to all who would hear this letter read aloud that the things in it were very serious warnings to them all.  Remember all such letters were read aloud to the entire congregation and then were available for copying by all. 
Paul was a man who had seen many changes in his own life. He had been the "nerd", the academic theologian who hated Christians because they were not in total agreement with "his" interpretations of the Bible. He was a man who for an idea would persecute, kill, break families and cause distress to all who differed with him. Acts 7:58 - 8:1, 9:1-2.

Paul did not hide any details of his past; when his convert Luke wrote Acts Paul ensured that all the negative things about him were there, he did not hide from what he had been, and recognized that it was God's grace that delivered him.    

Paul committed great evil against the early church, and this may be one of the reasons that he had to suffer so much in his life; we can only speculate about these things, but in 2 Corinthians 11:23-31, we have a catalogue of pressures that are extreme, and Paul faced them all. Whatever God's reasons for permitting Paul to suffer great pressures and adversity, he used them all to glorify God and his grace more and more as he grew older. He gloried in the title of "servant", and always placed it ahead of the great title of apostle.

Once again he is the “doulos”, the bond slave, servant for all his life, of God. Originally a captive in war, taken from the enemy and therefore a prisoner of war never to be set free again, it was a title that meant anything but honour and position in the ancient world, it meant hope-less and endless slavery where even ones children were owned by the master, to be sold as he willed later.     

Paul raises the word for bond slave to honour because of who the master of the slave is, He is the saviour God. Service is fine if it is for the Lord of Glory, freedom from him means a wasted and pointless life that will lead only to judgement, slavery to Him means service that brings the only lasting rewards and position that matters forever and ever.

Paul is servant of God, whereas in other places he refers to himself as servant of Christ, Romans 1:1, Galatians 1:10, Colossians 4:12. When we see such a variation there is a purpose behind it. 

As P Fairburn notes (The Pastoral Epistles page 256), this is a "noteworthy variation" that would not occur were this letter the work of a forger, but it is more significant than just this. When the father is mentioned it is often to call attention to the different work of the various members of the trinity, and in this context it becomes clear. The Father is mentioned first to emphasize the plan, or Divine Decrees of God from eternity past, the plan within which Paul was saved and within which he was to be appointed as an apostle of Christ.   For Paul to serve Christ was to serve God the Father, and to serve God the Father was to serve Christ.

Slavery is something we shy away from in our discussions but as Gene Getz points out we are in effect always a slave to something. "No-one is truly free. By nature man is a slave to his own selfish nature and to the selfish nature of his fellow men. He is a slave to the law of sin and death. But in Christ he can be set free from his old nature,….. he along with his fellow Christians can now serve God and others according to the law of Love. Galatians 5:13-14." ("The Measure of a Christian”, page 17).   

It is not whether we will serve something or someone in life it is more who and what will we serve and what will be our pay for it!

As we have seen before the role and office of apostle is a mighty one, with only a limited number of men chosen by God for this establishment role in the early church. Paul mentions his position as apostle after identifying himself as a bond slave, and this is significant, as by linking the two words he is saying that to be an apostle is to have a task that involves unique and taxing service owing everything to the Lord and giving everything in service for him.

Paul is an apostle of "Jesus Christ", and with both titles of the Lord used he draws attention to the message of salvation which is to be his next subject. The hypostatic union is in view here as the human and divine natures of the Lord are linked in the two titles. 

There is also a very Jewish reason for the double title as it identifies the Lord clearly, as Y’shua Ha Meshiach, Jesus or Joshua, the Messiah, which is the title still used by Messianic Jews today to describe the Lord as the Hope of Israel. The double title of the Lord as used by Paul is a warning to us today when so many are using just the Lord's human name Jesus. There were many Jesus' in the Lord's day as there are still today, it is the linked name that identifies him as the "Lord", the "Christ" or anointed one, the "Messiah". 

The Lord is the author and finisher of our faith, Hebrews 12:2, and we are saved according to the standard of faith, or in accordance with our faith in him. It is not our faith that saves us it is the object of our faith that has the merit and the power. Acts 4:12.

God's elect ones are identified in time as they express their faith in the Lord at a point in time, but we are in God's sight "elect" from before time, when he chose us for salvation in Christ Jesus. The problems people get into over this doctrine centre in the difference between time and eternity; we are creatures limited by space and time. 

We see people becoming saved, and thereby we identify them as members of the elect body, the church, but God sees them enter into their rightful place, a place prepared from them from the beginning. We must remember that we are not God in this matter and cannot know in advance who is to be saved and who is not, but God does know, he has known from before the world began, because he is God and made all things. The systematic study of this doctrine is recommended and may be found in the Bible Topic Books.

The concept of election is, if you like, God's side of salvation, it is speaking of our entering into faith in Christ as God sees it, but the next phrase speaks of our side; the content of our faith. When we hear the gospel we must acknowledge the truth about Jesus the Christ fully and completely. The Greek word “epignosis” reminds us that this is different than just knowing about the Lord, it is “full knowledge” which transforms the life and is expressed in spiritual fruit in the life.    

Epignosis is knowledge that changes the person who "knows". Paul on the Damascus road was confronted with the fact that his view of God was too small, and he was changed forever by that knowledge. So it is with everyone who has a saving encounter with the risen Lord.   Knowledge that does not transform the life is not saving/living faith.  James 2:12-26.
Such a confrontation is always "according to godliness"; by which Paul emphasizes that conduct will show the truth of conversion, and in a persons' godly life we will see the true content and condition of their faith. Faith that does not "work out", in a godly life style is, as James said, dead!  

Gene Getz makes a very powerful point regarding the confusion that many believers feel about the doctrine of election.  "How could God choose people for salvation from before the foundation of the world and still give men the choice to accept or reject His Son?    The fact is that both truths are taught in the Bible. There is no way humanly speaking to resolve the tension between them. The tension exists because we are human and God is infinite”.     

“When this doctrine was presented it provided the believers with a sense of security and hope (see Romans 8, Ephesians 1 and 1 Peter 1), and the true test for any bible teacher as to whether or not he is communicating this doctrine appropriately is whether or not he is achieving the results the New Testament writers had in mind; a sense of security, well being, humility and human responsibility". (Gene Getz, "The Measure of a Christian", page19).    

Sadly many in the Calvinist and Arminian camps only produce from their teaching, either insecurity, with its emotional and intellectual confusion, or pride, with its argumentative spirit, and lack of human responsibility. We must get the doctrine right, and please remember we are mere creatures limited by space and time, and so avoid any of the extremes of belief and behaviour of both the Calvinist and Arminian.

The confidence (elpis) that we should have as believers regarding our eternal destiny is Paul's next subject. From the biblical doctrine of election we can draw great comfort and encouragement, and this should strengthen our evangelistic endeavours and our commitment to holy living. 

The "future hope" that all believers share is a central pillar of our faith. To doubt this central tenant of our faith is to open one-self to misery 1 Corinthians 15:19. To face all the trials of life with the hope of eternal reward is strength, to not have any assurance of eternal realities is to be open to despair in trouble. 

We do not rest on wishful thinking here but on the Word of our Lord who spoke much about the provisions of the Father for our eternal life and joy. This is witnessed to in, John 14:1-4, Matthew 25:46, Mark 10:23-30, Luke 18:18-30, John 3:15-36, 4:31-38,   5:25-30, 6:36-40, 45-51, 53-58, 68, 10:7-15, 27-30, 11:18-27, 12:23-28, 17:1-10.      

As you read through these verses one after the other did you not want to sing the praises of God for what he has provided? This is the issue for us, do we praise him for his promises?   Do we rest upon those promises or are we like the Exodus generation?   Or are we failing to prosper spiritually because of our lack of dynamic faith?  (Hebrews 4:1 - 12).  Remember the points above, that faith that doesn't “work out” in dynamic transformation of a life isn’t biblical faith.  Faith is never a passive affirmation of a belief, for the devils can do that, James 2:19-20, it is a dynamic life lived in the power that Jesus gives through the Holy Spirit.
The word eternal (“aionen”) reminds us that in Christ we are destined to live beyond the limits of space and time in a world that we can only dream of now given our space/time limited mind. Today we can only speak in terms of space and time; we cannot even have a thought that isn't bounded by spatial and temporal concepts. When we speak together of eternity and heaven let us remember that we are speaking of a concept that is beyond space and time, and that our language now can only hint at the reality, or use picture language to explain what it will really be like. 

The certainty of these things (eternal life, election) are guaranteed by the "unlying God".    This is a very strong grammatical construction in the Greek language. What Paul is reminding us here is that the Word of God is trustworthy above all things, (Hebrews 4:12, 13), Because It Is Based Upon The Unchangeable Character Of God.

As we saw above the plan of God is based upon God's perfect character and upon the decisions made in eternity past about how the history of man will work out through and upon the stage of time and space. This is the doctrine of the Divine Decrees or the Plan of God. We must always remember that time itself is God's creation and he was, before it came into being. Genesis 1:1, John 1:1.    

In time, as temporal creatures, we are apt to think that time will go on forever, but time will end, and eternity for us is in another dimension beyond space and time. While we are here we are told to redeem the time for it is short and evil exists in time, (Ephesians 5:16, Colossians 4:5), but to always remember that we are but sojourners here, temporary residents of a time limited, temporary, created world. 1 Peter 1:17. For the believer, the best is yet to come. 1 Timothy 4:8, Hebrews 10:34-37. 

We are not living only for heaven, there is joy here and now, but it is an appetizer that whets our appetite for greater blessing to come. John 10:10, 1 Peter 1:3 - 5, 1 John 3:2-3). As E Scott says in his book, "the Christian life generally is one associated with the future life". ("The Pastoral Epistles", page 150).
 

The Lord's coming, and the preaching of this great event, was at the "right time" in human history. God had a plan and it was and is working out. The incarnation was at the precise moment that was best for it to occur in accordance with the plan, and the Second Advent will also be at the right time; God has all things in his hands. Lets look at just a few of the things that made the time of the first advent "perfect".
THE "RIGHT TIME" FOR THE LORD’S FIRST ADVENT
1.
The time of the early Caesars in the Roman Empire was a very stable time for the Empire, and this meant that military threats were minimal, although Satan tried to disrupt things later, with the Jewish rebellion 67 - 71AD. The strength and confidence of the Caesars meant that they would decree a census and this would be used by God for the Lord to be born in Bethlehem.

2.
The best language for the communication the world has seen was in existence widely throughout the Empire and beyond it. This was the Koine Greek developed by Alexander the Great 300 years before and known and used as the language of commerce from Britain through to India.

3.
Under the Persian Empire and then Alexander the Great the Jews had been a privileged people who had been given roles and responsibilities throughout both empires. This meant that there were colonies of Jews and their synagogues throughout the Roman and old Persian Empires as places where the gospel could be preached.

4.
With the regular return of the Jews to the Temple in Jerusalem there was an open door for the gospel to spread quickly through visitors to the Temple. An early example of this is the Ethiopian Eunuch, Acts 8:26ff.

5.
The completion of the Temple at Jerusalem was an important factor, as it was only complete and used in its final form at the time of the Lord's ministry, although work continued on it in minor areas until four years before its destruction in 70 AD.    

6.
Jerusalem was, with its temple a place known throughout the Roman world as a place for the worship of the one true God and many "god fearers" from amongst the Greeks and Romans traveled to the temple through the years AD 1-65 AD.    They were there at the right time to hear about the Saviour who was expected and then came.

7.
Trade routes were open throughout the first three centuries of our era in a way that was not so until our own day this last century. Travel was possible throughout the known world, and this opened up all countries for the gospel message, eg, we know that both India and China had churches established before the end of the second century and possibly earlier.

8.
Roman justice was established and it was the system within which the Messiah was to die, and at no other time would the death on the cross have been possible.

9.
The records of the Temple to prove the Lord's parentage and his right to the throne of David were available during this period; after 70AD these records were destroyed.    

10.
The Jewish nation still existed in name at least in the first century and the people were looking for their Messiah. The City of David existed and it would be there for only forty years after the Lord's execution.   

In summary only during the years of the first century was it the right time for the Lord to come as everything that was needful for his first ministry was in existence for these years and disappeared shortly afterwards.

The Lord's First Advent was the appearance of the mighty God in the form of a man, so that all human beings might see the creator in a way they could understand. In the person, work and words of the Lord Jesus Christ God has made his plan and purpose and provision for salvation clear for all to see. It is this clear message that we have as God's servants to proclaim to all who will hear.

The call of God upon Paul is the next subject, and it is well to remember that none should take the office of pastor without a clear call upon their lives. To have the office without the requisite gift of the Holy Spirit is to be in a place of danger without protection or power. Paul and Titus were able to go back to their calls to strengthen their weary hearts and bodies, so must we if we are to serve as pastors. There must be no time servers in the ministry, only committed men who have a call upon their lives that manifests in a passion to preach.

The call of God leads to the work of the called man, which is to proclaim the work and policy of God for all to hear and understand. Preaching is the noble and powerful proclaiming of the policy of the King of Kings. It is the proclaiming of a unique person, with a unique offer, with a special life style leading to a special destiny. It is a role that is entrusted to people according to the Lord's grace.   

None of us choose to be pastors, the Lord in Grace gave the gift of Pastor teacher and we are expected to train and perform in this role while we have breath. We are under the commandment of the Lord, and must not do or say anything that is outside the teaching of our master. Jesus said that we must obey his commandments, John 14:15-21, 15:9-17. The pastor does not develop his policy he receives it from the Word of God and he proclaims what he receives with power and authority as it comes from the Lord.

Paul speaks of "our common faith", and it is well to remember that this is what we all share. There is no other way to be saved other than to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and the path of faith leads all into union with him. No-one has any "special route" to salvation; there is only one door to the sheepfold  (John 10:7-16, Ephesians 2:8-10).     We are members of the body of Christ, and we are followers of the Saviour God. God is not only the creator he is the saviour of his creatures.

Titus is referred to as Paul's "genuine son"; he is legitimately born, not illegitimate.    What Paul means by this is that Titus has been born again by faith, he has genuinely become a Son of God, he is not a make believer like the legalists and cultists who will attack the truth and the messengers of the truth. 

So many today call themselves Christians just be the fact of their birth into a Christian home, or their baptism as children, but Paul has made clear that unless we are sons and daughters through faith we are not legitimate children of God.    

The great thing about Paul's phrase here is that it reminds us that to lead a person to Christ is to gain a relative, and in Paul's case to gain a "son". Paul was an old man and Timothy and Titus were the sons he never had physically, and they would be with him forever; and he gloried in this. Do we glory in those we have led to the Lord, and do we see them as sons, daughters, or brothers or sisters? Do we feel the bond that Paul felt?

Paul has great concern for Titus' service and growth in the work of ministry, and this is a major emphasis in the letter. Getz makes this point in his book, "Human responsibility in spiritual growth is what Paul's letter to Titus is all about…… in fact this is Paul's primary concern,……to present truth that leads to godliness, to help believers to love what is good, ( 1:8),  teach what is good, (2:3), and do what is good ( 2: 7, 14, 3:8 , 14 )." (E Scott, Ibid, page 20).

Paul's greeting is his favorite one, with GRACE, MERCY and PEACE, being used to draw attention to the full riches of glory in Christ Jesus. We are recipients of these things and are meant to show these in our lives daily. All this comes from our relationship with the Lord and the Father.    

The very term "father" is a wonderful one as it tells us just what the plan of God has achieved in taking creatures and entering them into a loving, living and lasting relationship with their creator as children to a father. All this is possible because of salvation provided by the Lord in accordance with the plan of the father.

Application

A. Personal

Paul sings in these first verses of the glory of the "Saviour God" and all he has done.    Do we personally praise him enough through each day, let alone in our corporate worship? Paul never got over the glory of the grace of God in saving him; sadly too many believers today forget this and so rob themselves of the joy that comes when we are praising God.

From the concept of doulos we have an important and even possibly the central point for the Christian; there is no such thing as a part time member of the Royal Family of God (1 Peter 2:9).  We are all full time “slaves” of the Lord, meant to see every moment as a time to serve him and bring glory to him.    It is the mixture of royalty and slavery that makes our service unique.
Although he had the title and office of apostle Paul never let it go to his head, and yet we see so many little church members who are legends in their own lunch time and glory in their title of elder, or deacon, or pastor. In so doing they show themselves unworthy of their office. 

The great doctrines associated with the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ are referred to in these first few verses, as they are so little preached and so little known about by many believers today. The importance for us to lay these foundations is underlined by these verses.

From the doctrine of election do we apply the points that are important to us? Do we understand what we can of the doctrine and do we have the humility to accept what we cannot know given our present human limits?     

Dr Harry Ironside always used to paint a verbal picture to explain the doctrine of Election; he said that when we get to heaven we will see on the gate facing us the words, "whosoever believeth on Him shall inherit eternal life"  (John 3:16), and when we have passed through the gate we will see written on the other side, "chosen in Him before the foundation of the world", Ephesians 1:4. When asked how he reconciled the two he would reply, "I don't, I just go on my way rejoicing". It is the writer’s conviction that this is the best approach to the problems associated with trying to understand this doctrine that spans the divide between eternity and time. 

From the doctrines of eternal life and eternal security do we apply the points that we should to our daily life? Do we walk daily in the hope (confidence) of our eternal position in Christ Jesus? A recent book titled, "Whatever happened to Heaven?", asks some challenging questions about the present state of our faith. 

Many believers do not even consider heaven as a reality; most have not heard a sermon on it. The reality of heaven is a major subject of our Lord, and if he considered it important so should we, and not just at a funeral!

Do we really have the correct perception of eternity, or I should ask, do we, given our human limits, have the most accurate view of eternity? Too many Christians bring this great truth into disrepute due to their two dimensional picture of it when they discuss this with unbelievers. It is little wonder that unbelievers think we are "fools" for believing we will be sitting on clouds strumming harps!    

Such a notion is foolish and false, as is the two dimensional heaven that many have in their minds. Given that we cannot, this side of eternity, have a full picture of the new dimension we will enter, we must have something that at least points in that direction.    

All unbelievers who read modern science understand the concept of other dimensions and that is close to the concept of heaven. Our concept of God and heaven is often too small, and by being inadequate we open the doctrinal concepts and the Lord, to ridicule. This is wrong and should not be happening given the teaching of the Scriptures.

When we think of the timing of the Lord's advents do we give praise to the Father for his plan? The study of history is a great study and when we see how perfect was the timing of the Lord's birth we must give praise, and look with expectation for the Second Advent.    All the great Christian historians identify that the Lord's birth was perfectly timed for the establishment of the church so that maximum evangelism was possible throughout the world; this must move us to praise and wonder at the majesty of the plan of God and build confidence in uncertain times for us, that God has his hands still on the world.    Matthew 10:26-31, 6:28-34.

Do we praise the "Saviour God" as we should; has the glory of this fact really taken hold of us as it should have?

There is something precious about the way Paul saw Timothy and Titus, it shows us a deep love that he felt towards those he led to the Lord and those he trained in the Lord's work. We should feel this bond with all who know and love the Lord as we do.

B. Pastoral

Paul's call to preach was a definite thing that he could rest upon when under pressure; so it must be for all who have the office or calling of pastor-teacher. It used to be asked of all pastoral candidates that they tell how they were saved and when it was that they felt the Lord's hand upon them to be pastors. Many shy away from this sort of question now and they shouldn't; if a man cannot tell how he was saved, and when it was, and how, that he knew the Lord was calling him to the ministry, then I for one do not believe that he has the gift of pastor teacher. Just knowing the above does not qualify him, but it is the first of the questions to ask to check out the pastoral candidate.

Fellowship within the pastorate is another issue raised here. Paul, Timothy, and Titus had great fellowship between them and so should all who name the name of Christ and preach the great doctrines of the Christian faith. It has pained the author to see godly pastors who will not fellowship with those of other denominations, where no issue of doctrinal error is raised, just because they have a different "label". In some places this "seperatist" stance is lauded and encouraged, and yet it is a viewpoint that we never find in the Scriptures. There should be fellowship and encouragement between all who know and love the Lord and preach faithfully the full counsel of his Word.

Do we proclaim the Word Of God as we should? It is the policy of the King that we are to preach, and we must ask ourselves whether we know it well enough to really do it justice. Note all the great doctrines that are referred to in these first four verses. If you are a pastor, ask yourself how many of these your congregation would know from listening to you preach over the last year or two.    

Paul was in Thessalonica for a few weeks and yet from the letters to that church we can tell he taught them all the major doctrines including the Second Advent and Rapture of the church! How well do we do pastors in this?  What will our judgement be if we fail to communicate doctrines that the people of God need to know for their spiritual survival?

Conclusion

It is great to read these verses, is it not, and be reminded of the great doctrines of our common faith; to glory in what God has planned and provided, and what he is yet to do for us.  Our response must always be to praise our "Saviour God".
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Paraphrase

" Paul a bond slave of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, in accordance with the faith shared by all God's elect ones, and in accordance with the acknowledging of the truth that involves and is expressed in a godly life; in the confidence we have of receiving eternal life, which the unlying God promised to all who would believe, before the world was created; but has at the "right time" in human history made his plan and person clear through the proclaiming of the gospel, which role has been committed to me according to the commandment of God our Saviour. To Titus, my genuinely, born again son, in accordance with the common faith. Grace, Mercy and Peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour."

VERSES 5 - 9

SELECTION CRITERIA FOR THE ELDERSHIP FROM WHOM THE BISHOP (PASTORS) WILL COME.

1:5  For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee:

1:6  If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly.

1:7  For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not self willed, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre;

1:8  But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate;

1:9  Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.

Background And Analysis 

Titus is called to remember his orders here. He was left in Crete by Paul to establish the churches government so that they could expand safely under the authority of appropriate pastoral leadership teams, led by godly men working in a godly and doctrinally correct way. The list of characteristics of the elder or pastor here is similar to the list we have seen in 1 Timothy 3:2-7.

After initial evangelism establishes a church it needs to be organised so that the flock is protected from false doctrines and deceitful men who would make merchandise of them.    The officers of the local church are God's provision for this and the answer to the enemy’s attacks on the church. God works through called, Holy Spirit gifted, and empowered and obedient men, and finding God's men for Crete is Titus's task.     

God will always ensure there are enough Holy Spirit gifted men to fulfill the needs of every local church. 1 Corinthians Chapter 12. God knew in eternity past who would be saved, and he has provided for each to have the gifts necessary for the administration of the local church. 

There will always be enough pastors, and deacons, and evangelists, and administrators, but men need to listen to the Holy Spirit and be obedient to the Word, so that they might serve in the role the Lord has for them. 

This list of characteristics for the Eldership reminds us that when God "calls" any person to service, this is who he calls, and if a man does not have these characteristics he does not have the gift!

Some raise a question as to whether the "Elder" here is the same as the "Bishop" of 1 Timothy 3, but I believe if we look at these verses we can see that it is clearly the same role and that the different word simply identifies another aspect of it. 

The concept of "elder", identifies the respect and authority of the role of the pastor, where-as the term "pastor" identifies the caring for the flock that is involved, the term "bishop" identifies the responsibility of the role, that they are representing the Lord and are responsible for the spiritual health of the Lord's own. 

The sudden switch from elder to bishop in the text in verse 7 makes it clear that the two terms are interchangeable in Paul's usage of them. Later in church history the term "Bishop" would be used only of the senior pastor of a city, and it later came to refer to an official position in the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Church.

The lists of character traits required remind us that to serve the Lord one must have the heart and nature of the Lord. 

As Gene Getz says, pastors must be, "men who would serve as models of Christ-like behaviour". (Getz, IBID, page 38). When we look at the standards set here many modern people say where are such people today in our often divorced societies, but this is the Biblical standard, and it was applied at a time when morality in the Roman Empire was about the level our societies is at, so we cannot say things have changed!    

Those who doubt this should read the works of the Roman historians Tacitus and Seutonius, both of whom comment on the moral decay of Rome at this time. Their works are still readily available in Penguin paperbacks.  Paul would argue in front of the Roman Procurator of Judea that the events surrounding Jesus ministry and death-resurrection were not “done in a corner”.  Acts 26:25-26.  There is a great deal of information from the first and early second centuries that is “evidence that demands a verdict”, as Josh McDowell’s books make clear.
Moral purity and strength of character are required of all who would serve God. As G B Wilson says, "although God has committed this treasure of the gospel to earthen vessels they must be clean vessels if their testimony is to be effective".  ("The Pastoral Epistles", page  101).    The role of the eldership is a "holy calling", and the pastor must live as, "befits the free born citizen of heaven".  (Ibid  page 131).

Titus is told to "set things in order".    Paul makes it clear by the words he uses that he has left certain things to be done by Titus, probably because the timing was not right when Paul was there, or because the church had to be in existence for a few months before men suitable and gifted for eldership could be identified by the church or by Titus.   

There is debate amongst some commentators as to whether Titus was to appoint elders or to ordain the elders the church had already appointed.     E. Scott states, "Titus is to see to it, not so much that elders are appointed as that Paul's instructions in this respect are duly carried out."  ("Pastoral Epistles", page 153).    

Another writer goes further, "the selection and appointing were separate. The evangelist Titus had the duty to set in office, and undoubtedly helped in the congregational selection of the elders, but nothing indicates that he did the selection himself".  (J. W. Roberts,  "Titus",  page 9).   

Each of these comments is reasonable but they are not what the text says. We must not try to make the text support our congregational government viewpoints. Our way of doing things may be legitimate, but they are not the way things were done in the early days of the church. It appears that Titus was to "appoint" and ordain (same basic “Jewish synagogue model” concept here) the men that he believed met the criteria Paul notes. 

This was necessary as there were no other Christians who had been in the faith more than a few weeks or months. Titus was in a unique situation that would not be repeated in the church at Crete there-after. It is a situation that some missionaries find themselves in even today when a previously untouched society responds to the gospel; the missionary must select the first eldership so that the church can be governed in its first months of life.

Paul clearly intends Titus to appoint plurality of elders in each city where there is a congregation. In each place where a church was established the Jewish plural eldership form of government that had served the synagogues so well was taken into the church. 

The Bible itself backs this plural eldership concept and there is no support for a pastor to rule as a "monarch" as the later bishops would by the second century.

The characteristics that Paul sees fit to mention here are significant ones, for a man who was to be the "steward of God":

1.
Blameless.- The elder must not be able to be publicly accused of any offence that would bring the church into disrepute. This may even apply to past offences as well as to some offence that had not yet been judged by a court. The early church was jealous of its reputation and would not accept a man into public office if he had had a name for any crime or moral sin in the eyes of the world, at any time!    

Even though the Lord forgives the sinner the world often does not, and a believer who commits a moral sin (adultery, pedophilia, or any criminal activity) is, this author believes, on the basis of this passage, barred from the eldership permanently, lest their past pollute the office and the church in the eyes of the world. This requirement is repeated in this section, in verses 6 and 7 to emphasize its vital importance.

2.
Husband of one wife. As we have seen in the Timothy passage this refers to a wider principle than simply, only married once. This author believes, with Ed Glasscock (Bibliotheca Sacra September 1983, pages 244 - 258), that what Paul is emphasizing here is that the elder must be a "one woman man", pre-occupied and in love with, and devoted to, his own wife and no other. (See also Gene Getz, IBID, pages 43-45.) In the area of sexual ethics the elder must live well above the standards of the world.

3.
Having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly. All children can play up and embarrass their parents at times; this is not in view here. Paul makes it clear, by the words he uses, that what he is talking about is older children who are totally in rebellion against God and morality itself.   The word "riot" means more than just partying, it means "without morality". The word for unruly means that they reject the legitimate authority of their parents. 

This does not exclude a man from eldership who has a child who grows up and rejects the teaching of his father, or who grew up while his father was a pagan, and followed his father's earlier example. As Getz observes, "a black sheep in the family is not always a disqualification factor", (IBID page 47).    

While this may be admitted, this passage is strong, and we must be wary of watering it down. Any man who has not been able to teach and encourage his children in godly ways must be suspect as a teacher and a careful Christian. If he has lost his own how will he fare with others? Such a man should concentrate on his home and get it right before he takes on the responsibilities of eldership in the church.    

This may be a major point of Paul's. The home life of the elder must be settled and satisfying for all in the family; there must be no division, frustration, resentment, rebellion or upset at home or he simply will not have the mental energy and concentration to do the job of the elder properly. Home for the elder must be a "haven" and place of refreshment from the trials of ministry; if it is not he will very quickly burnout in the work.

4.
Not self willed. - This is a new category from the Timothy list but it covers the concepts in that list of, no covetousness and no brawling (arguing for pride reasons). The elder must have, as we would put it today, no personal agendas in his role as elder. He must be there to serve the Lord, not advance his own policies, preferences or views. The Lord's will must be his will, and he must be consistent in this in every matter.

5.
Not soon angry. - Self control is both a fruit of the Holy Spirit and a requirement for any real service for the Lord. If a man feels angry he must stop and think why he feels this way. If he has a bone fide reason he must think of the consequences of expressing the anger before it is expressed. If a man is not this controlled he is not eldership material.

6.
Not given to wine. - To be, "given over to alcohol", or under the power of anything other than the power of the Holy Spirit is to be unfit for service of the Lord. Ephesians 5:18. As noted in the 1 Timothy section this does not mean the man must not drink any wine, but that if he chooses to do so, he must never be under its control.

7.
Not a striker of others. - Once again self control is in view here. In the passion filled areas of theology and church politics the elder must never lose his temper and strike out at a person without thought. There may be times when for the safety of another he may strike someone to stop an offender hitting an innocent person, but such things will be exceptional and must never be the result of temper on the part of the elder.

8.
Not give over to filthy lucre. - Money is a good servant but a terrible master, and the elder must be content with what he has and not addicted to gathering more and more. A man who is addicted to the power and "things" that money buys will have his thoughts filled with money making schemes rather than filled with thoughts of how he should be leading the church. If a man wants to make money, or has the ability to make lots of it (as some have), then he should do so and give to the Lord from what he makes, but he is not to seek the eldership as his mind is on things other than the service of the church.

9.
A lover of hospitality. - In a world where it was dangerous to be a believer it was vital that the elders were men whose homes were open to brethren visiting on the Lord's business. This is still a factor today in many areas where the elder must be ready to open his home to support the Lord's workers who pass through their area. This is not an open cheque for every Christian to live off the church and to expect local ministers to put them up for the night so they can travel for free, and was only ever applied to those doing the work of missionaries or visiting Bible teachers.

10.
A lover of good men.    This is in place of the item on the Timothy list of "having a good report of the world", and goes a little further than it in identifying the true nature of the man. A person may be felt to be "OK" in the eyes of the world but may not have true character, but a man's friends are a good indicator of his real interests and character. Only a truly good man will love the company of truly good men! We are known by our friends as well as by our enemies. We should be hated by those who hate the Lord, and loved by those who follow him, and respected by those who follow morality even while they may not follow the Lord.  John 15:18-27.
11.
Sober. - It was often said of men in a past generation, "his word is his bond". In other words, this man is trustworthy; if he promises something he will do it, and he can keep a confidence if he has to. It is this strength of character that is in view here. The leadership must be made up of men who are discrete, trustworthy and who have the confidence of the church in all matters.

12.
Just. - The Greek concept of justice is in view here and it goes beyond our modern ideas. It involves natural justice being always followed by the men who are elders so that all see that in all they do they are fair and right in their dealings with others.

13.
Holy. - The concept of separated, or set apart, for the service of God is in view here. These men are to be in all ways devoted to the service of the Lord; they are to live it and be worthy of the Lord's name at all times. This is the concept of holiness that Paul taught, not any pious self righteousness as taught by men with lists of taboos that add up to their standard of "holiness".

14. 
Temperate. - All impulses are held under the control of the Holy Spirit. They do all things in a God honouring way, and do no things by fleshly lust.

15.
Holding fast the Word. - The knowledge and teaching of the Word of God is a major consideration in appointing an elder. If a man claims he truly loves the Lord and yet does not love and know the Word of the Lord he is a phoney or he is lazy! Either way he is disqualified from eldership.

16.
A sound Bible teacher. - He must not only hold fast the Word of God he must use it to its full effect. Paul referred to the Word as "the sword of the Spirit", Ephesians 6:17, and to be a good soldier the elder had to keep hold of his sword and use it in the battles he is to lead the Lord's people within.    

An elder who cannot use the Word to full effect to silence opposition, and convince people of the errors of their ways is a contradiction in terms. The church member who asks for short devotionals only from the teaching elder is out of touch with the requirements of the Lord for the church.    

As Wiersbe says, "the naive church member who says, 'we don’t want doctrine, just give us helpful devotional thoughts', does not know what he is saying. Apart from truth (and this means Bible doctrine) there can be no spiritual help or health." ("Be Faithful", page 102).

The only item missing here that was in the Timothy list is that he "isn't to be a new believer", and the reason for this is clear, all the men in this church were new believers, something that was not true in the church that Timothy ministered to. In other respects the list is the same, and would appear to have the status of "policy" for the apostolic organization of the church, and therefore should be a "policy" list for us to follow today also.

Application

[A]. Personal

While the above standards are those for the eldership they are nearly all also useful for all believers to check themselves against to ensure they are living in such a way that should the Lord call them to service they will not be disqualified.

If we look at the list of the fruits of the Holy Spirit in Galatians 5:16-26, and at the armour of the Holy Spirit in Ephesians 6:10 - 18, we see most of the characteristics that should be a part of the life of every mature believer in the church. 

As we compare these lists with the eldership lists in 1 Timothy and Titus, I challenge every believer, that we are all to live in such a way that we would be by character and behaviour qualified for eldership.    

The Holy Spirit filled and fully armoured Christian is what Paul is demanding as the standard for eldership of the local church. Paul is not asking Titus or Timothy to find "super Christians" he is asking for mature and obedient Christians, as all believers should be after a year or so in the faith.

Every believer is encouraged to check themselves out against the standards of the Word in these matters, and ask themselves the questions posed of the prospective elder.    Only the last characteristic, involving teaching, and requiring a gift of the Holy Spirit, is outside the scope and requirement for most believers. We don't have to all be teachers of the Word, but all other things in this list should apply to us all.

B. Pastoral

When we look at the characteristics of the eldership do we ask this of our candidates today? We should if we want our churches to be as powerful as the early church was.    We know that the Lord will never see the church short of men to lead and will give gifts to ensure we are never short, so it is our responsibility to seek out those who the Lord has gifted, and obedience has prepared, to lead the local church. It is well to be reminded that only obedient men and women may serve the Lord in Spirit and in Truth.   

Getz suggests a list of nine questions for all eldership candidates to ask themselves, (IBID, pages 58 - 60).

1.
Am I overbearing (Philippians 2:3, 4)?

2.
Am I quick tempered  (James 3:17, 18)?

3. Am I addicted to anything other than obedience to the Lord  (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)?

4.
Am I pugnacious  (James 3:5) ?

5.
Am I honest in all things  (Romans 13:7, 8 ) ?

6.
Am I hospitable  (Romans 12:10 - 13) ?

7.
Am I self controlled  (Titus 2:11, 12)?

8.
Am I Holy and upright in my dealings with others ( Ephesians 4:22 - 24) ?

9.
Am I disciplined in my walk with God  (2 Timothy 1:7) ?

In days when many pastors doubt the Word of God it is good to be reminded that to be an elder there must be no doubts about the truth of the Word in the elders mind; he must be holding the truth of the Word firmly and faithfully. 

Any doubt in the truthfulness of the Word will disempower his teaching of it, and a man who doubts will receive nothing of the Lord (James 1:6-8). Pastoral training involves answering questions and solving doubts; if any exist the person involved hasn't finished their training and should keep studying until he is sure of his faith.

There is a need for the elder to be able to communicate also, and this is not to be overlooked. There are some men who would meet every criteria except this one and even if they know the Word and believe it but are unable to explain it to others in a way that answers questions they are not eligible. Clear ability in communication is required.    

For some men this will require additional training, and such is both useful and necessary for many who would serve so that they might learn to teach better, or appropriately. Most of the truly great Bible teachers of history have gained greatly from training in how to clearly communicate God's Word, so the people they taught could clearly understand it. If a man thinks he is above learning from others, he lacks the humility required to teach the Word.


Conclusion

We must apply the policy of the apostle to the selection of elders in our churches if we are to see the power of the apostolic church in our own day. If our elders are not selected in accordance with these criteria we are not being led by the men that God would have to lead His church.
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Paraphrase

" For this reason I left you in Crete, in order that you should set in order the things that are remaining to be completed (for the full establishment of the local church). You are to appoint and ordain elders in every city, as I gave you instruction. If any man is above reproach, a man devoted to his own wife alone, having faithful children that are not rebellious or immoral. For no one must be able to bring any true accusation of evil or sin against a bishop(elder); he must be seen by all to be a faithful and responsible manager of God's household. He must not be arrogant and self willed, nor quick tempered, not addicted to, or controlled, by alcohol, not quick with his fists without legitimate reason, not addicted to wealth. Rather he must be a lover of hospitality towards those who share the burden of ministry, a friend of all truly good men, discrete and trustworthy with confidences, just and fair in all his dealings, set apart for God's service,  placing obedience to the Lord's will ahead of all else, and self controlled in all things. He should be a man who holds firmly to the truth of the Word of God, and a man who is able to clearly communicate it to others encouraging the saints or convicting with the truth those who oppose the truth, as is required."

Verses 10 – 14 - WHY THE ELDERSHIP RULES ARE SO TOUGH. - THE NATURE OF THE ENEMIES OF THE GOSPEL.

1:10  For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision:

1:11  Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching

 things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake.

1:12  One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts, slow bellies.

1:13  This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith;

1:14  Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn from the truth.

Background And Analysis 

Paul quotes Epimenides of Cnossus, a philosopher of the sixth century BC. When I read Paul's quote I am quite shocked; it is not the sort of thing I would say to a church even if that particular people had one of their own philosophers say it of them. 

We know Paul well enough to know he would not deliberately insult a church and so we should put our own views of this passage aside and see what he is saying in its historic and cultural context. There was a common saying in the ancient world, "to Cretize against a Cretan" (E M Blaiklock in his book "The Pastoral Epistles", page 77, comments on this). It meant to lie to a liar. Such was the reputation of the inhabitants of this island and they were not insulted when people quoted it at them. These were blunt and direct people who could take direct talk and not get offended.  

As E K Simpson states, "Titus is bidden to reprimand the mutinous Cretan temperament without compunction. In politer Ephesus such plain spokenness might have been unsuitable".  ("The Pastoral Epistles",  page 100).     

E F Scott goes even further saying, "the Cretans are naturally so boorish and cantankerous that little can be done with them by gentle persuasion". ("Pastoral Epistles", page 160).   

The situation in Crete had got beyond the stage where a gentle reminder of the truth was enough; Paul had to really catch their attention and this quote from their own poet/philosopher surely would have! 

Paul is not accusing all the people of this sin but he is directly accusing some of it and he wants those who are guilty to be dealt with in such a way that they do not ever again cause trouble in the church. The error that has crept in is the legalistic error of the Judaisers who plagued Paul throughout his missionary activities. They came in after the evangelists to place the burden of the Mosaic Law upon the new converts, a burden that if they took up would side track the church from its evangelistic purpose and pervert the Grace of God into a lie.    

These people are simply "word merchants", filled with empty words that enslave and pervert and Paul has nothing but righteous anger towards them, for they lead astray God's people from the purity of Bible doctrine into the errors of men. Already they have turned upside down the faith of many and Paul wants action quickly to stop the cancer of their teaching spreading further. He uses very strong words to describe the action Titus is to take and the results that he expects Titus to get.

Titus is to rebuke them sharply, with the effect that their mouths are to be stopped. Titus is to oppose their teaching totally and absolutely, convicting them of their error, and of the seriousness of it. The result is that they are not to feel that they can even open their mouths to speak, such is their shame at having taught false doctrines and misleading things.

The fables Paul refers to are the stories of the Jewish Rabbis that taught some principles that were supposed to be drawn from Scripture but actually led people away from the study of the Word of God and concentrated all effort on the words of the commentators and story tellers. Such a danger is still present today with many teachers spending far more time discussing the opinions of men about a text than simply explaining to the people what it says and what they must do about it!

One of the problems with false teaching, both in the past and today, is that it often pays. People will take heed of false teaching and often give more money to the false teacher than they would give to the true pastor, and money making rackets abounded in Paul's day as they do in ours, with many religious charlatans getting rich in the process. Paul orders Titus to expose them and blow them away with the faithful teaching of the Word of God. 

The words he uses to describe them are blunt words. They are like evil wild animals tearing apart the wealth of the believers and taking it for themselves, much as a lion tears apart a carcase. They are pre-occupied with feeding their own lusts, their god is their belly, Philippians 3:18, 19. Such unspiritual and carnal behaviour is to be "rebuked", not debated about. These people are believers and they are to be directly confronted with God's standards to rebuke and correct their own.

Paul's objective is that they might receive conviction and change, becoming "sound in the faith" rather than perverters of it. There is hope for them, and this is something we need to cling to. All too often when someone gets into false doctrine or into a side track issue and then leads others astray the sole concentration of the church leadership is on discipline and expulsion from the church. This may be necessary in the end if they will not change, but every effort is to be put in by the pastor to try to get them back on track first, before any discipline is applied.

Application

A. Personal

We must always be on our guard against this particular device of Satan's to side track believers. As the false teachers of Paul's day led people away from the Word into fables so many today lead believers away from the study and application of the Word of God into all manner of things; things that appear" interesting" but are diverting, leading us systematically and subtly away from the pure study of the Word of God. 
Satan's best attacks on us are not direct, nor do they involve open evil, they are subtle, designed to slowly but systematically negate our witness. Many believers are ready for the attack of the enemy through evil and sin yet fall into his more cunning trap and get side tracked into things that lead them away from what God would have them do.

Christian growth has the same mechanics and dynamics as salvation had; it is by grace through faith in application to the life. 

We were saved by God's grace provision of a Saviour and by his grace provision of the Holy Spirit's conviction in our hearts. Our response to the Lord in faith was to cast ourselves at his feet recognizing him as our Saviour and Lord. So it is with Christian growth. We hear or read God's gracious provision for us, God's Word, and express our faith in it by application in our lives, using the power of the Holy Spirit to help us in our application. 
There is no short cut (by legalistic tricks, by surgery, or by following someone else’s taboos) to either salvation of sanctification (growth), we must appropriate God's provisions and apply them to our life. Growth comes as we take in Bible doctrine, believe it and apply it in our daily lives.    As James says, let our faith work out in obedient practise.  James 2:14-20. 

B. Pastoral

Paul refers to the number of false teachers as "many". We are not to be impressed by the number of people that hold a view but only by the truthfulness of that view when put up against Scripture. Truth is not decided by majority vote but by faithfulness to the Word of God alone.

There are four types of dangerous teachers that Paul identifies here.

1.
"Vain talkers".
These are men who use big words and "deep" theology to cover over the fact that they are actually saying nothing of value at all. Their words when analysed add up to nothing of significance.

2.
"Unruly".
These are men who reject the eldership and the rules for its appointment and who oppose any authority that would correct them. They reject authority and the standards for eldership because they do not measure up personally and their lives do not bear scrutiny. This is where they are to be rebuked; Titus is to take them on directly as living ungodly lives and being in need of obedience to the Word.

3.
"Deceivers".
They argue that they are adding to faith and strengthening people but in fact they are adding poison to the truth and so lead people into spiritual impotence. As Satan was a deceiver so they have become his apostles and lead people away from the truth. They are to be rebuked for this and corrected so that they might be delivered from judgement that will surely come on them but also that they might not mislead others.

4.
"Circumcision".
The badge of Jewishness was just that, a covenant sign between God and Israel, not a spiritual badge of superiority. While it was right and proper for Jewish men to keep circumcising their sons if they chose to, it was not to be made a ritual for the church at all. No physical act done on our flesh can make us more spiritual, only obedience to the Word in our fleshly bodies can make us spiritual.

All false teachers are to be opposed, who teach in any way, anything like these things.    The pastor has a solemn duty to protect the sheep from wolves such as these, or from the sheep who are so confused that they act like wolves.

No pastor is to delay for a day when such errors are taught to his people. As Wiersbe says, "false doctrine is like yeast, it enters secretly, it grows quickly, and it permeates completely (Galatians 5:9). The best time to attack false doctrine is at the beginning before it has a chance to spread".  (Ibid, page 107).

Conclusion

There is hope for these false teachers but they must be taken seriously and rebuked with vigour so that they might change their views and stop deceiving their brethren.

DOCTRINES

SATANIC ATTACK

CIRCUMCISION

LEGALISM

Paraphrase

" For there are many false teachers out there, people with no respect for pastoral authority, worthless word merchants, and deceivers. This is especially so amongst the teachers of legalism and circumcision. The mouths of these people must be muzzled before they lead astray whole house holds, teaching things they should not teach, and all this evil that they might make money!  One of their own, even a poet/philosopher in their own past history, has said of this sort of person, 'these Cretans are always liars, evil wild animals, controlled by greed alone'. This witness is true when we look at these people. For this reason immediately rebuke them with real seriousness, that they might change and become sound in the faith. Don't let them waste time with old Jewish fables, or the commandments of men, or anything else that leads people away from Bible doctrine."

Verses 15 – 16 - A USEFUL PRINCIPLE TO SPOT "PHONIES" IN THE MINISTRY.

1:15  Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.

1:16  They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.

Background And Analysis 

We might head up this section identifying the "great pretenders", or unmasking the "make believers", but whatever we call the section we must take heed of the lessons here for the things that Paul draws attention to Titus still have direct application today.    

The major attacks upon biblical Christianity have never really come from the openly sinful crowd. It is not the drunks and prostitutes who will attack the church for they tend to know where they may need to find help, it is the people who get into a false legalistic religious system that will be the trouble-some ones. 

False teachers have always had a "conscience" about things that God doesn't make an issue of.    So called "super spirituality" is their claim and they make everyone else feel like second class Christians. 

This has been, and remains, Satan's main thrust in the Church Age; to get Christians away from biblical standards onto what appears at first sight to be "more holy" ones, and by the pride that results, lead people away from their first love. In this section Paul provides some ways we can spot the phonies, and hopefully rebuke and correct the genuine but vulnerable believers who have been misled by the false teachers.

Paul identifies that the first sign of the "super spiritual" false teachers is that they feel they are more "pure" than other "ordinary" believers, and they let it be known that if you want to be as "good" as them you must give up the things they have given up, and must do the things they do!

Paul directly challenges their first premise, namely, that things make you pure or impure. This is where the battle line must be drawn, for our Lord drew it here in Mark 7:14-23. The event is also recorded in Matthew 15:1-20. 

In both passages the writers record the Lord's words on the subject of what defiles a man and what doesn't and the Lord makes it clear that the only thing that defiles a man is his following of his Old Sin Nature, not what he eats or drinks. Paul's application of this is correct, 'to the pure of heart and mind all created things are pure', but to a person who follows their Old Sin Nature all things God created can be made into vehicles for sin.    

What is the answer to this? Do we keep banning the things that men use in their sins, or do we face the real issue which is to address the evil in the heart of man and through the Holy Spirit's power change that?  Paul is in no doubt, for the Lord made it clear, it is only God's power working within that can change the balance against sin within. We must be born again, John 3:3-8. Having been born again we must walk or live, in the power of the Holy Spirit, Galatians 5:25, being filled with the Holy Spirit, Ephesians 5:18.

The issue is not developing a new list of things to avoid, nor is it practicing more and more self denial each week, it is living in the power of the Holy Spirit in obedience to the commandments of the Word Of God. The danger of the legalists who bring the lists of taboos in is that very soon you are well away from the Word and into the rules of the man you are following.     

Our Lord mentioned this as the danger and Matthew records it in chapter 15 verse 9, where the Lord says, "But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men". This is the issue; when men get away from grace they will very quickly start to follow men.

 Legalism and asceticism generally are both very appealing to those who have been involved in gross sins before salvation, for they are now so revolted by what they did they desire purity in all things to, in effect, feel cleansed from their past and lay a defence against ever going back there. 

While this is understandable it is not the biblical/doctrinal method. When we are saved we are in God's sight washed clean from even the stain of sin and ongoing purity is the result of daily growth in the Word through the inner power of the Spirit as we apply it daily and grow in the grace and knowledge of God. Paul understood the pain of a man who has been involved in evil as an unbeliever and desires to "feel" cleansed. Paul had been there, as the "chief of sinners", as we saw in 1 Timothy. 
He has previously addressed this very issue in his letter to the Roman church, Romans 14:1-4, 14, 20, 21.     In Romans he addresses the problem of "doubtful things" stressing the need for believers not to judge others on the basis of their own past sins which may have made them super sensitive to certain things that for others are not a spiritual issue at all.

This is the point here in Titus; the people who are causing the trouble are "holy Joes", they feel they have found a special way to be more "holy" than others, yet they are in effect obsessed with their sin. The people they target and lead astray are those who still feel the defilement of their past and in legalism find a non-biblical, but spiritual sounding, way of dealing with it.    

Both groups feel contaminated by their past sins, they feel they stink in God's sight and that they need to do something to get clean. Paul's point is, they do need to do something, but the something, is believe. THEY ARE FORGIVEN!!! In Christ they are forgiven and cleansed from their sins, as David records way back in Psalm 103:10-12.     Both the super spiritual legalism teachers and the vulnerable sinners they mislead are "defiled" and "unbelieving".

Because they are dwelling on the defilement of their sins, they are living in "unbelief".  They are living in unbelief in the all sufficient power of Jesus to cleanse them from their sins.   Instead of putting their sin behind them and moving on, Philippians 3:13, 14, they are constantly obsessed with it, obsessed with the sins of others, and their chosen solution leads to pride and other sins.     

Verse sixteen is a harsh one as it directly criticizes the teachers and their disciples.   Echoing Matthew 15:8,9, Paul bluntly calls them hypocrites, literally play actors; claiming one thing but living in a way that denies their profession.

They are "abominable", or disgusting in God's sight. This phrase echoes Old Testament passages where God expresses his disgust with those who offered sacrifices yet in their daily life they abused others and ignored the obligations they had to care for the weak and helpless.    Both Isaiah 29:13, and 43:22-26, make it clear that God was not interested in sacrifices unless the people had dealt with their sins and were not practicing hypocrisy. God wants consistency and moral honesty from us, not legalistic systems that do not address the problem of our Old Sin Nature. The very law itself with its sacrifices was meant to teach grace, but the legalists of Isaiah's and Paul's day had forgotten this.

They are also "disobedient" to the Lord's commands and reject Paul's correction. One of the signs of a false teacher is their unteachability; they will not be corrected.     Spiritual growth depends on our readiness to accept correction as a brother or sister takes us to the Word and shows us things we may not have seen or understood.    There is no time in our Christian life when we should not be ready to accept this from another and humbly listen and respond in love, but the false teacher is known by their pride; they alone are right!

The result of their attitude is that in God's sight they are "reprobate", rejected like a flawed pot, and fit only for land fill in the building program of God. Paul's point is that God cannot build his church with such people, and if they do not respond to rebuke, and change their lives they will have no place in the blessed plan of God except to be a test or trial for others.    

Application

A. Personal

We must be alert to the danger of false teaching in the area of legalism for ourselves, for it is easy to slip into practises that make us feel more spiritual or holy, without actually comparing them to the Word of God. We must also be alert to the danger for those newly converted from gross sin who are still "defiled" by it in their minds. We must be ready to constantly remind new believers that in Christ they are cleansed, accepted, and beloved. Ephesians 1:6, Colossians 3:12, 2 Thessalonians 2:13, 1 John 3:2.

B. Pastoral

The pastor has a solemn responsibility to immediately leap up to rebuke anyone who teaches anything other than the grace of God. Such people are to be corrected if they will listen and are to be expelled from the congregation if they will not, such is the seriousness of the sin of legalism.  (Refer the Doctrine of Pastoral Discipline.)

There is a war in the Angelic world for the minds of men, and Satan does not stop his attacks when a person accepts the Lord as Saviour, rather he attacks with more vigor, and the main religious attack on believers is the lie of legalism and asceticism. The pastoral challenge is so to teach grace that the alternatives to it are not seen as legitimate in any way. This is a subject that requires constant emphasis for most new believers are tempted to enroll in some system that promises them a short cut to spiritual growth.

Conclusion

Satan is busy trying to deceive and use sin burdened and proud believers and “make believers” to side track others, and the pastor must be on his guard to oppose and rebuke all systems, schemes, practises and rituals that would lead believers away from the grace message of the Word of God. The only way of salvation is by grace through faith, and the only way for spiritual growth is by grace through faith, as God's provision in Bible doctrine, is applied by faith in the daily life of the believer.

DOCTRINES

ASCETICISM

OLD SIN NATURE

OLD SIN NATURE – THE FRUIT OF

PASTORAL DISCIPLINE

ATTITUDE

Paraphrase

"To those who have been purified in heart and mind by the blood of Christ all created things are pure, but to those who feel they are still defiled by sin, and do not believe the promises of God's Word, nothing is pure. These people's minds and consciences are defiled. They profess to know God, but in the words and deeds of their lives they deny him. They are disgusting to God,  disobedient to his Word, and all their so called "good works" are worthless."

Notes
CHAPTER TWO

Preaching To The Various Groups In The Church, Targeting To The Old, The Young, and The Slave.
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Preaching And Relating To Senior Citizens.
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Verses 11-15
The Principle Of The "Blessed Hope" That Is To Empower Us All.

Verses 1 - 3
Preaching And Relating To Senior Citizens.

2:1  But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine:

2:2  That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience.

2:3  The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things;

Background And Analysis 

Note the similarity of the list of traits for all older Christian men and women to those required of the pastor in 1 Timothy 3:1-14. All older believers should be mature and spiritually qualified for office, even if they are not called to it, they should be spiritually ready for it.   

The health of the church is not seen in it's youth group, although that is where all too often the emphasis is placed. The true health of the church is based in the older believers who are truly mature in their living faith-walk in the Lord Jesus Christ, as well as just being mature in years.     

As Paul has already made clear in 1 Timothy 5, the praying widows of the church are the spiritual "power house" of the church; if the older people pray with focus and power and witness where they can the youth will be empowered to do the things that they should do. But if the older people do not pray, and do not keep growing spiritually then the church is truly dead and it will be a dangerous place.

Revival begins when the mature believers get their hearts in the right place and heed God's Word, feed upon it, honour it, obey it and pray and witness in accord with its instructions. 

Titus has got to silence the false teachers by preaching the truth and so in this chapter Paul puts the false teachers aside and concentrates upon the people from whom the churches leadership should come. Titus is to keep on speaking aloud true doctrine to counter balance and eliminate the false teaching that the heretics are preaching.

Paul's word for "sound" is the same one he used in chapter one verse thirteen. “Hugiaino” is a verb which indicates health, growth, strength, nourishment and productivity in the person’s spiritual life. Titus is to teach the truths of God's Word with this effect in mind. Any teaching of the Word of God that does not have this effect on the hearers has not been bone fide Biblical Teaching!

There are some basic principles that come from this command:

THE PASTOR'S PURPOSE

1.
Systematic Bible teaching that has a positive growth emphasis is what is required for spiritual growth. It is only half the equation, the other half being the believer’s faith response (Hebrews 4:1-12), but for all who would be pastor teachers it is our half of the equation!

2.
The Pastor must have authority to teach and be backed up by the Eldership who by their support identify that the Bible and its teaching is important.

3.
God has ordained that believers grow in association with others under a called and trained Pastor. We are to meditate on the Word alone (Matthew 6:6, 1 Timothy 4:15) but this must begin with hearing it from a man who has God's call upon him. There are to be no "solitary" Christians trying to grow alone separated from the body of believers the church. Hebrews 10:24-25,

4.
Unless we learn the Word of God we will not grow spiritually. 1 Peter 3:18.

5.
Believers will recognize false teaching only because they have heard good and sound teaching and built up discernment. It is the pastor’s job to teach soundly and often so that the Lord's flock learns the discernment necessary to survive the deception of the devil. Romans 16:17, 2 Timothy 3:14, 15, 2 John 7, 2 Peter 2:1-3.

6.
When churches got into false teaching Paul would always say, "that isn't what you were taught", and every pastor must be able to do this also if people get into error. We cannot say this unless we have been systematically teaching. Ephesians 4:20, 21, Romans 16:17, Philippians 4:9, Galatians 1:1-12.

7.
The teacher’s words and his life must tie together to be an example for all to follow. Philippians 3:13-20, 4:9, Matthew 7:15 - 20.

8.
The Lord's command through Paul is that we study the Word of God. 2 Timothy 2:15, 3:14-17.

9.
The Lord will always provide the pastor to teach the Word. Ephesians 4:11- 16.

When we look at the characteristics of the older Christian man let us think about the activities and character of the older men we know, believers and unbelievers. 

THE OLDER CHRISTIAN MAN

1.
"Sober". - Christian men should be temperate in their use of alcoholic drinks. The tragedy of our day is that many older men have no other interests except to sit around watch sports and drink. No believer should ever be like this; we have much more exciting things to do in our service for the Lord. We are to keep serving him in whatever way we can until we die. There is no retirement in front of the TV or in the local pub for us, if we are truly serving him.

2.
"Grave". - Behaving always with a dignity that earns respect and a hearing from the unbelievers. All too often the older men of a community behave in a manner that earns disgust or pity; this shouldn't happen with the older Christian men.

3.
"Temperate". - The wisdom that comes with walking in the Lord's will, over the years will produce this Christian virtue. Sadly many are as spiritually foolish at 70 as they were at 20. Paul demands that the teaching of Titus give no excuse for such things to occur. Doctrine applied in the life daily will always help men to avoid mental attitude sins and will over time produce this stable and calming character trait.

4.
"Sound in faith". - That word for soundness crops up again here; Paul is underlining his point isn't he? Spiritual health and robustness is essential as our bodies wear out and our physical energy declines. A truly "robust" faith is what is required for the older man. 

A faith that can handle suffering, shortages of money and of breath, persecution for their faith, and finally death itself. Anything short of this is not good enough. Anything short of this is dangerous as we enter our last years.

5.
"Sound in charity". - It is all very well to be sound/healthy in ourselves, but what about those in need around us? A truly robust faith will have concern for others at its heart. Love is seen in action within the local church as other believers are cared for when they need help.

6.
"Sound in endurance". - The word for endurance is the great Greek word “hupomone”, a military word meaning steadfast endurance under pressure. It was a word used to describe the steadfast courage of a military unit that has been under attack for many hours and still stands it's ground not giving in to the enemy. Bible teaching should encourage believers to be stable and courageous in the adversities or tests of life, depending on God's Word, and trusting in it so that the realities of God's promises are stronger than the realities of pressures.

The older women are also to be encouraged by the pastor's ministry and the results in their lives are to be the same as in the lives and ministries of the men, but there are other characteristics that the women should have above and beyond the men. When we look at this and the men's list remember that these are the characteristics that will open doors for evangelism for the older members of the church. The pagan temples had standards for their priestesses, and the older Christian women must be superior to these standards to have any witness in their pagan cities. As believer- priests of the Lord of Glory we are to be superior in all things to our pagan neighbours. 1 Peter 2:5, 9, Revelation 1:16, 5:10.

THE OLDER CHRISTIAN WOMAN

1.
"Behaviour as becomes holiness". - Holiness is the state of separation for the service of God, in such a state of mind and body as to be acceptable to God. The word used here is the one used to describe the character of the priestess who served in the Temples of the pagan gods. Our standards must be superior to the world or we have no witness in the world.

2.
"Not false accusers". - Gossip and slander was and is the killer of witness for men and women, but older women in the ancient world had more temptations to it in their social circles. The Christian woman had to stand apart from it. Mental attitude sins like gossip are particularly attacked as evils in the Word of God. Proverbs 6:17, 15:2, 12:18, 19, James 1:26, 3: 3-8.

3.
"Not given to much wine". - Alcoholism was a major problem for the older women of the ancient world and it continues to be a problem today as people have little to keep them active and involved in life and become spectators who drink on its sidelines. A mature Christian woman has the Bible doctrine to not only feel useful in God's plan but to be active in the plan. Whether it is in prayer, teaching other women, or encouragement the older women of the church are to be active in ministry never passive drinkers of alcohol. It is slavery to alcohol that is in view here; neither the men nor the women are required not to drink, but if they chose to they must be in charge, they must never be controlled by drink.

4.
"Teachers of good things". - The older women were to fulfill their role as examples for the younger and to teach them and others of their own age all that will build godliness, and goodness of character. The woman's group in the church is to be a school of doctrine and encouragement where godly women share truths from the Word that can strengthen others.

The older men and women have a key role in the church, and where they have grown spiritually and are living witnesses to the power of Christ there is a stable base in the church for its work.

Application

A. Personal

All believers must test themselves against the standards set out here. Are we growing so that these things will be true of us in our older years?  Ministry in the future is built upon the things we do today; our daily spiritual practises will set us up for growth or for decline, there is no middle ground.     

As life moves on we face increasing tests and challenges to our faith (health decline, job problems, and often shortages of money), and if we have not grown we will fail these "ordinary" tests let alone any special ones. The Lord is restricted in what he can get us to do for Him if we haven't grown, as we will not be able to take the special pressures that are associated with most special service.

B. Pastoral

Are we fulfilling our responsibility as Pastors by systematically teaching the Word of the Lord; by making the doctrines of the Word clear for all to hear. Do we teach systematically and accurately from the Bible, and is the result in accordance with the standard demanded of us from these verses. Are the people growing? Is there spiritual soundness and health in their lives, families and daily work?

The Purpose Of The Pastor

The four fold purpose behind the gift of pastor teacher is spelt out in Ephesians 4:11-16.

1.
"For the perfecting of the saints". - That is, that all believers under their care might move towards "completeness"; that they might all grow to the point where God can use them as his adult servants in the world.

2.
"For the work of the ministry". - The "work" of ministry means the care for the flock in all practical things required that there might be growth and strength in the local  church.

3.
"For the building of the Body of Christ". - The work of ministry means that the church members do not grow as individuals only but also as a body together in love and service the each to the other. The church must grow in numbers but also there should be growth of a "community" that truly loves one another.

4.
"That all believers might grow into the fullness of the stature of Christ". All accurate Bible teaching will have as its result and goal that the believer might be Christ like. He is our standard and becoming more like him should be our daily goal.

Conclusion

We must remember why we are called to preach the Word of God. We are called in order that the power of the Holy Spirit, through the Word, might transform the lives of God's people. 

If there is no change in the people it may be that we are getting in the way of the work of the Holy Spirit by not being accurate or systematic in our teaching, or are not being faithful in our walk, and are thereby undermining our message. The call is clear, we are to teach in such a way as Paul commands or we are under God's discipline. God wants transformed people.

Paraphrase Verses 1-3
"But you (pastor) keep on speaking aloud the principles that stand out as true and health giving doctrine which are able to build believers up. Do this in order that the older men might be sound of mind and character, sound in their faith, strong in consistent caring for others, stable and able to endure under pressure. The older women should have the same character as the older men, but also they need to be superior in behaviour to the pagan priestesses as is right given their position, not gossips, not enslaved to alcohol, but rather teachers of all good things."

Verses 4 - 8
Getting Power Out Of The Youth Ministry.

2:4  That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children,

2:5  To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.

2:6  Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded.

2:7  In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity,

2:8  Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you.

Background And Analysis 

As a young pastor Titus is to be an example for all those young members of the church.    But note that he is not expected to teach the young women, for the older women have this role; Titus is to teach them and they are to teach the younger ones. 

The term "young" women refers to any woman of Titus's age or younger. As the "older women" are defined as being over sixty the younger women are possibly even all who are between 20 and 60. This rule may have been given to stop any sexual temptation for the pastor, but whatever the reason it is a good one to follow to avoid sexual impropriety, or accusation. 

It is vital that the pastor does not come between the wife and her husband, for if a marriage is in some trouble (as some may be, in the church, at any one time), the wife may look to the sympathetic pastor rather than to her husband for comfort and understanding. Paul was clear regarding this danger, as we see in 1 Corinthians 14:34-35.

The men as husbands have a great responsibility before the Lord, and the pastor is not to "bail them out", nor usurp this responsibility. 

They are to be the teachers and instructors, with the older women, of their wives, and if the wife has a question she is to come to her husband first. He is then to go to the pastor if he doesn't know, so that it is he that returns to his wife with the answer. A wife is to have no other male spiritual authority other than her husband. 

The older women who have spiritual stature in the church and are recognized as the teachers of the young, are to have a teaching role under the pastor and elders authority, but even then the husband's responsibility to be the spiritual leader of the home is not to be violated.

The older women have clear goals in their teaching that they are to aim at and against which their teaching is to be judged by the eldership. This was revolutionary in the first century, as Getz notes, it was" a new message, a message of purity, of loyalty in marriage, and of marital fidelity". ("The Measure of a Christian", page 115). Their teaching is to be doctrinally sound but is also to produce the following character traits or behaviours.

THE YOUNG MARRIED WOMEN OF THE CHURCH

1.
"Sober". - This concept is carried in the verb translated to" teach". It involves an approach to education that involves the words, manner and deeds of the teacher so that self control and real godly focus in living is the result. The older women are to teach by word and deed so that the younger women, with them as an example, live self controlled lives, not swayed by emotions or fads. The verb is in the subjunctive mood, the mood of potential. This reflects the fact that no results can be guaranteed, for volition is involved and some will take the lessons of the older women and some will reject them.

2.
"Lovers of their husbands". - The emphasis is on their "own" husbands rather than other women’s husbands. Being pre-occupied with our own mate is the best protection against adultery. If we have eyes only for them we will not be open to temptation.

3.
"Lovers of their own children". - The word for children here emphasizes the need that all children have for "hands on" training and instruction. Children do not grow up feeling loved if their parents just tell them they are loved, they need to hear it, see it in the attention paid, and feel it in the things we do with them. 

Children need to be trained, and this involves both quality and quantity time. To love children does not mean to give them money or what it will buy, it means to give them personal time and attention. 

All children need the big "A"s to grow; Affection, Attention, Affirmation, Affiliation, Approval, Acceptance and Action (TV is too passive, children need to be played with, read to, and guided by their parents). This is what makes for an "enriched environment", and this is what leads to confident adults who can fully function in the world without counselling to keep them going. In church families our children should be getting this sort of upbringing!

 4.
"Discrete". - The concept here is of self control in all areas of life, so that there is stability of character and witness. It is stability of character that the world needs to see before it will listen to our message; we are not to be like waves, tossed about by every changing fad and fashion in religion, James 1:6.

5.
"Chaste". - Sexual purity is vital for witness within a pagan community. If we are as impure as the world they will not listen to us. Even though the pagan religions were based, in many cases on immorality the priestesses had to be virgins to enter their orders. 

If the pagans demanded this standard the church had to hold to morality that was at least on the same level. The concept behind the Greek word “agnas” refers to more than just sexual purity, but to purity of mind in all matters. To achieve this we need a mind that is regularly washed in the water of the word of God, Ephesians 5:26, where sin is dealt with quickly, 1John 1:9. 

6.
"Keepers at home". - This does not mean that they are not to go out and work, but that they are to be mistresses of their households, in charge of all that happens there. The woman of Proverbs 31:10 - 31, was a business woman in the full sense of the term and she didn't do any of the house-hold work, she had servants, but she ensured all was done. Whether the work is done by her or by her servants the wife is to be the "ruler" of the household. 

This is the concept; not that the woman must be home all the time, but that the affairs of the house hold are under her control and managed properly. It means that a woman's first responsibility is to her husband and her household not the church. As pastors we must ensure the keen women are not overloaded to the point that they fail in this duty to their husbands and homes.

7.
"Good". - The Greek word “agathos” covers all that involved in what we would term moral goodness. There are no "doubtful things" in her life that would cause others to doubt her morality.

8.
"Obedient to their own husbands". - What is being asked for here is not slavish obedience to the whims of a self centred man, but the responsive submission to the authority of a man who they know loves them as Christ loved the church. Ephesians 5:25. The real responsibility is on the men here to be worthy of such obedience. For such obedience to be safe the men must exercise themselves in godliness and application of doctrine so that they can lead properly.

The purpose of all these things is that the Word of God is not mocked in the pagan world because of the behaviour of the Christian women. The enemy is looking for a reason to ensure there is rejection of the gospel message, and what better way than to have the messenger look so foolish or hypocritical that they are not worthy of a hearing.   

As J W C Wand notes, "there was to be no mark for the enemy to fire at, no visible target for ridicule". ("The New Testament Letters", page 105). This principle applies to both men and women.

The men are to be also challenged as to their character. Like our Lord's emphasis on fruit, Matthew 7:16, Paul lays emphasis on ensuring that what people see in our lives is godly and appropriate to those who carry the gospel message.

The challenge for the men is to come directly from the pastor who is to be their model for behaviour. 

Homer Kent catches the right emphasis, "the minister is to be continually offering himself (the present participle emphasizes progressive action) as a pattern or model (tupon) of good works. Young men demand heroes to follow.   The minister should be a worthy object for their imitation”.   ( H A Kent,  "The Pastoral Epistles",  page 231).

Self control leads the list for the men, and from this all else will follow. If they are controlled by the Holy Spirit and their own conscience they will find open doors to witnessing. It is, as was noted above, hypocrisy that closes the door of opportunity faster than anything else. 

Old Dr Harry Ironside said of this point, "men will forgive a preacher if he is not eloquent or highly cultured; they will forgive him if he lacks in personal attractiveness, or even in wisdom; but they will never forgive him if he is insincere. He who handles holy things must himself live in the power of them."   (H A Ironside,  "Timothy and Titus", page 268).

The men are called to the following virtues, or behaviours. Let us keep these two words in mind for "virtue" only exists in our behaviours, in the good habits that we get into.

THE YOUNG MEN OF THE CHURCH

1. "Sober-minded". - As with the women there is to be dependable stability of morality with the men; they are to be known for their self control in matters of lust. The battle for the mind is the key battle that determines usefulness in the Christian walk. 

If a man or woman is controlled by the Holy Spirit they are walking in a controlled way that will keep them from sin. The daily habit of obedience to the Holy Spirit produces a controlled life that will reap opportunity for service and the rewards that faithful service for the Lord brings. To sow in obedience and self control is to reap the rewards of spiritual fruit, and blessing. Galatians 6:7. 

Youth is to be the time for spiritual growth; the time for laying down a future with blessing in it. Psalm 144:12, 15,   Ecclesiastes 11:9, 10, 12,:1, 1 Kings 18:12.

2.
"In matters of doctrine, uncorruptness". - Titus's purity of doctrine is to be matched by his commitment to teaching it from no other motive other than desire for the truth to be known. Money, power, or influence is never to be a motive for his work in the ministry. 

Every man in the church, in their roles, is bound by the same rule also. Nothing is to be done for the influence or power or money it brings, but because it is right and true and just.

3.
"Gravity". - A Christian man is always to be a man who is taken seriously by the world. The pagan world may disagree with our message but we must never give them reason, through our behaviour, to look upon us and our message as a joke.

4.
"Sincerity". - Our standard is an eternal standard. We must live so as to be acceptable to the Lord of Glory. What the world sees in us should be what they get; no hidden cracks or flaws that make our witness hypocrisy.

5.
"Sound speech that cannot be condemned". - As pastors and as men there should be nothing said by us that would open the door to condemnation of our gospel message. Our speech must always be "healthy", in that it builds people up, rather than destroys. We should be known as positive people rather than negative.

The object of all this is that those who are opposed to the message of the gospel are left with nothing to say against us, so they are faced with rejection or acceptance of the message alone; we do not get in the way!

Application

A. Personal

The standards we read of in this section are to be "our standards". These are the practical fruits that others should see in our lives, and that we should identify as a sign that we are indeed growing in the "Grace and Knowledge of Christ". 

A woman's true beauty is seen in the characteristics that we see in this section. A man's worth is also to be assessed by the characteristics spelt out in this section. Do we adorn the gospel as we should?  Titus 2:10. 

Do we keep our homes as protected as we should or do we fill the week with church business so that our marriage and family suffer? This is not righteous conduct, as the Lord requires that we are wives and husband, first, parents second and then servants of the church. If we fail at home we are disqualified for service in the church. 1 Timothy 3:2 - 6, 12.

B. Pastoral

Are you too casual as a pastor in relation to the teaching of the "young women" in the congregation? This is an area where a male pastor cannot be too careful, for the benefit of both himself and the women of the church. The pastor is not to teach the young women as a group, in small groups, or as individuals, for this is the role of the older women. If women have questions as to the teaching in the assembly they are to refer these to their husbands so that they can exercise their spiritual leadership. 

Check your own church out on this matter. Do you enhance the spiritual leadership of the husband, or do you side step it? Do you encourage the younger women through the older women or do the male pastors do all the teaching? If so you have deviated from the New Testament pattern.

Many young women have been brought up in families where they have not learned how to bring up their children with healthy attitudes and confidence. In this area the older women can be of great help in instructing them so that they do the vital job of parenting well. Problems with husbands can also be addressed by the older women so that the younger can gain from their experience. For this reason no man should be part of these teaching groups; the women need to be free to bring up all issues of concern freely and receive womanly advice without embarrassment.

The question that many do not ask within the church is, 'do we overload our keen people so that they do not have the time to be good wives/husbands, parents and home-makers?' This is an important issue before the Lord. The home and marriage is first, ahead of the church, when it comes to time usage.

Conclusion

Keeping the marriage and the family intact is to be a major focus of the pastor's work.    The pastor is not to come between a man and his wife, and is to use the older women in teaching roles for the younger women's benefit. God's standard of behaviour is a high one, but it is our standard and we must be obedient to the Word in this as in all other matters.

DOCTRINES

WOMAN’S BEAUTY

WORKS – DIVINE GOOD AND HUMAN GOOD

Paraphrase

" The reasons for these rules (for the older women) is that they take their responsibility before God to school the younger women in self control, that they might be lovers of their own husbands, and bring their children up in the most healthy way. They should be controlled in matters of passion, be sexually and mentally pure in thought and deed, and good administrators of their household. They should be truly good women, responding to their husband's spiritual leadership, so that the Word of God is not blasphemed because of their bad example. The young men likewise exhort to be morally controlled in their lives and in this as in all things you should set the example. In all things show yourself a pattern or model of good works, a pattern that is worth copying;   in doctrine, teaching without any impure motives, and living in a way that makes others take you seriously. Your speech should always be health giving building people up, so that no -one can say truthfully anything bad about you."

Verses 9 – 10

Ensuring Labour Has A Witness. 

2:9  Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please them well in all things; not answering again;

2:10  Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.

Background And Analysis 

Christianity touches the unbelieving world when unbelievers see Christians in action in their daily life. There is an open door for the lips to tell of the gospel, when the life has been such as to win a hearing. In a world that was suspicious of any new religion the early Christians had to be very careful to show by their lives that the gospel was "health giving" to the individual, to marriage, to the family, and to the state. The advertising for the message of the gospel was to be the life of the messenger.

Christianity had appeal from the lowest classes of society through to the ruling classes, and as the church grew it became the only place in the Roman Empire where all groups mixed equally. The slaves of the empire were at the bottom of the social scale with no rights and a life of complete control by their masters. 

There were great fears amongst the population at large of the slaves, who outnumbered them that they may rise up and kill their masters in their sleep. 

This had happened in the 130s BC when thousands died in a series of slave risings and then again between 73 and 71 BC under Sparticus over 140,000 slaves waged war on the state and its people laying waste and murdering up and down Italy until beaten by the Roman army under Crassus. 

Only 6000 slaves survived the battle and they were crucified on the road from Capua to Rome as a brutal lesson to all others of what Rome would do to slaves who got out of line.

When Augustus Caesar (under whose reign the Lord was born) took control he passed laws that were designed to check the inhumane treatment of slaves but life was still hard for them, only a few of whom could ever look forward to being able to purchase their freedom. If a person was unable to look forward to the certainty of freedom in this life Christianity gave them a hope for their future and the possibility of living in such a way as to transform their slavery into opportunity for service to God. As slaves they could achieve something far greater than physical freedom, they could receive God's "nobility" and a place of service in his plan that would win eternal reward that no man could take away.    

It was this future focus, or eternal life perspective that transformed lives, that otherwise were negative and doomed, into positive, fruitful and powerful testimonies to God's transforming power in the gospel. They were physically not free yet they could live as God's free-men and women. The impact of this mental attitude was significant, especially on the slave owners, who saw in their behaviour such a change that only a meeting with a "god" could produce it.     

By the slaves witness many owners were converted and through this slavery itself was transformed and eventually abolished. This is recorded in the early Christian writing, for example, Origin, in Series Graeca, XI 476, 483. As W Hendricksen observes of the witness of a slave, "it should cause masters to exclaim, 'If the Christian religion does this even for slaves, it must be wonderful".   ("The Epistles to Timothy and Titus", page 369.) 

The slaves were in an important position from a Christian point of view; they were slaves through no fault of their own, and they were expected to take the "burden" of their slavery before the Lord and trust him that within their position as a slave the Lord could use them, bring glory to his name and enable them to win the crowns of Christian service. They were not to look for physical freedom but rather for what the Lord would have them do in their position as slaves, and if the Lord wanted them freed they would be in his good time.   

This could be called the "Doctrine of Status Quo", in that Paul makes clear that we are to listen to the Lord's leading regarding all movements and changes we make in our lives, and are to make changes only as the Lord leads, as in every situation we find ourselves, when we are in his will, there will be something to be done for his glory. 1 Corinthians 7: 20-24, 1 Peter 5:6, 7.
In Christ we are all members of the Royal Family of God, and we have equality before God in this position we have in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Colossians 3:11, Ephesians 6:8, 1 Peter 2:9 10. We are to seek the Lord's guidance before we make any changes in our social status, asking about our service, not about our comfort!    

The injustice of slavery was not the main concern, rather it was the service of the Lord, who for our sakes made himself lower than a slave to suffer on the cross for us all.   Taking the Lord's example as their own, Christians were to seek to follow the Lord in service and personal sacrifice if required, rather than putting personal comfort as first priority.

Paul, James, Peter and Jude all freely called themselves "a slave", (doulos), to emphasize the mental attitude that was to be the hallmark of the believer. Romans 1:1,  Galatians 1:10, Titus 1:1, 2 Peter 1:1, Jude 1, James 1:1. This is the standard for us all, whether we be workers or managers in industry, owners of land or tenants; our priority is to be to use our position for evangelism rather than concentrating our efforts on improving our social status or adding wealth to our estates. 

Our Lord told a story that is recorded in Luke 12:16-21, in which he made a strong point about adding to personal wealth without being "rich towards God" in service. It is a foolish thing to try to become the richest man in the cemetery, and yet so many believers today get caught up with their pagan neighbours in seeking wealth as their main goal. This theme will be continued in the next verses.

The working people of the church are given specific instruction through Titus in this passage before us; they are reminded that their attitude is crucial in opening the door for the gospel message. The behaviour of the Christian in the work place is the cosmetic/clothing of the gospel in a form that will give it a hearing. An unbeliever may have a sin saturated life but they will still hate and despise hypocrisy and look down on those who claim they live by God's power and yet lie, cheat and steal just like them.  The world is looking for an answer to sin and hates false hope, for they seek reality.
 There is an offensiveness in the gospel itself, in that it makes clear to all that they are sinners in need of a Saviour, and so rebukes the pride of the unbeliever. Romans 9:33, Galatians 5:11, 1 Peter 2:8, 2 Corinthians 6:3. The tragedy of so much evangelism today is that the offence of the gospel is not the reason for its rejection, rather the offensiveness and hypocrisy of the messenger causes the unbeliever to be disgusted before the gospel message is even heard. This should not be!

Workers are told to follow some simple guidelines to open the door for witness in the work place.

1.
"Be Obedient".
 - The Greek verb “hupotasso” is the same one used for wives of their husbands, and involves responsiveness to the will of the other. The pleasing service that is demanded of the slave refers to them giving "satisfaction all round" in all their legitimate duties. (D Guthrie,  "The Pastoral Epistles", page 196). The believer is to be the best worker in the situation and is to be known as the one who can be trusted to perform what is required.

2.
"Not answering again". - Talking back, or "back chat" has always been a problem where authority is resented. Such resentment is to have no place in the Christian's life as they are to see every situation they find themselves in as one where they are called to show themselves servants of their master in heaven and live up to his standards and their high calling as ambassadors of Christ.

3.
"Not purloining". - It was always a temptation for slaves to steal, as they had been "stolen" and the only way to get freedom was to buy it with money they saved. Paul's point here and elsewhere, was that freedom was not to be the goal, rather service for the Lord. Freedom was not to come at any price! The believer was to pay taxes and to recognize others wealth as the other person's property and not steal it, even if that other person was not "entitled to it".    Ephesians 4:28,

4.
"Shewing good fidelity". - The Christian worker was to shew by all he or she did that they were trustworthy in all things.

5.
"Adorn the doctrine of God". - J W Roberts notes, "Slaves were to adorn (NEB, 'add luster to'), or become a credit to the doctrine of God. The word adorn is the word we get our English word cosmetics from. The verb means to decorate or present in a good light." ("Titus", page 17). As men will take a second look at a woman who is well made up with cosmetics so Paul wanted the masters to take a second look at slaves who served well and so hear what made them different from the rest, namely the gospel. 2 Corinthians 5:20.

These principles apply to all workers and managers in industry today.

Application

A. Personal

The subject of slavery opens up not only the issue of labour and management relations but also status and service, and it is the latter issue that the early church gave most attention to, and so should we. Wherever we are and in whatever condition we find ourselves are we content? The application of the principles of "servant-hood" must be applied in daily life, and for each person there will be specific application points in the situation the Lord has placed them, but the words of Paul in Philippians 4:10-13, must be applied by us all.

In all our daily work we either adorn the gospel or bring it into disrepute. We must look for opportunity within our area of service to adorn the Lord's message with which we are tasked to proclaim. 

Whether managing directors, or lowly factory workers we are God's ambassadors, and we are expected to behave with the dignity of a king even though in earthly status we are slaves. 

Do we behave in our work in accordance with the principles of these verses? Paul makes it clear that this is what is required of us. As workers we are to be without fault in our behaviour and speech, and so adorn the gospel we profess.

B. Pastoral

As pastors do we bring the application message of Christian living firmly down to earth as we should? Do workers and managers leave the services we hold with the desire to apply the message in daily life, in the home, in the factory, on the farm, and in the office block? It is in these places that unbelievers must see what Christ can do with people who are given over to him. 

Conclusion

Christianity must be placed in "shoe leather" so that all with whom we work might see what God can do with a person given over to him rather than given over to earthly ambitions. People are watching the tracks we make through life to see whether our faith truly does make a difference to us or not. The spiritually needy unbeliever wants a faith that will answer his or her deep needs and if our faith has not transformed us it will not interest them!

DOCTRINES

SUBMISSION

CHRISTIAN WORKER

Paraphrase

"All workers should give respect and obedience to those who are in authority over them.    Tasks should be done willingly and as well as possible giving satisfaction all round in their performance. Believers must not back chat the employer, nor takes things from the job site for their own use without permission, but rather show trustworthiness in all things. By this sort of witness they will adorn the gospel of God our Saviour in all things they do."

Verses 11-15 - The Principle Of The "Blessed Hope" That Is To Empower Us All.

2:11  For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,

2:12  Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;

2:13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

2:14  Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

2:15  These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee.

Background And Analysis 

All people, of all wealth and social standing, are equally in need of the Grace of God in salvation for there is no place or lasting value on earth or in heaven without our reception of the grace of God. The Saviour, our salvation, and our sanctification are all grace gifts from God.  As Christians we must be preoccupied with the grace of God, and ever thankful for it. 

As G Getz states, "behind every individual way of life stands a way of thinking, . . , a believer who has a truly Christian philosophy of life will be motivated by God's grace in serving Him." ("The Measure of a Christian", page 144, 146).

All have received the truth and all are responsible for what they have heard, and all must respond to it, Acts 4:12, 16:31, or else face the consequences or rejecting God's last word to man, Hebrews 2:3, 12:24-29. There Is One Standard For All Mankind, and He is Christ!

Having accepted him as our Lord and Saviour we are to go on in obedience to his life and live as we were created to live, in holiness before God. W Hendricksen notes, "he gave nothing less than himself, and this for us. That is, he gave himself in our interest and in our stead. The contemplation of this sublime thought should result in a life lived to his honour". ("The Epistles to Timothy and Titus", page 376).

The standards for all believers are set out in these verses.

OUR STANDARD FOR BEHAVIOUR

1.
"Denying ungodliness". - The believer is to have a mental attitude that is opposite to that of the unbelieving world. He or she is to have the mind that is "of Christ" (Philippians 2:5), working within them through the Holy Spirit, and by their life is to be a standing rebuke to those who follow evil. Denying ungodliness is not something we do in words only but also in the deeds of daily life as we show Christ likeness in all we do.

2.
"Denying worldly lusts". - As a man thinks in his heart so he is, Proverbs 23:7, and if a man thinks lust he will soon do the things he has "treasured away" in his soul.  What is within us will eventually come out for all to see. We must not just reject evil but actively follow the good, emptying our mind of lust and filling it with positive things. Philippians 3:13-19, 4:8-9.

3.
"Live soberly". - Living in a controlled way, as doctrine within mediates and guides our desires into positive and good channels. Living with the wisdom that comes from doctrine enlivened by the Holy Spirit is in view here.

4.
"And Righteously". - The fruit of a Holy Spirit controlled life is a life lived in accordance with the holy standards of God.

5.
"And Godly". - The standard is clear, it is the "fullness of the stature of Christ", Ephesians 4:13.

6.
"In this Present World".
A believer should always be correctly oriented to the age in which they live and to their place in history. Firstly this age we live in is but a short time when compared to eternity, and our focus must be on the life hereafter rather than just on time. Secondly we must be aware that there is a plan for this age and that we are a part of it, and while we are here we must play our part as the Lord has called us. At this time in human history we must be ambassadors, and evangelists and messengers of the gospel in word and deed.

7.
"Looking for that Blessed Hope". - What was the "happy confidence" that was the hallmark of the early church? It was the confidence they had in their position and their destiny. They were sure of their place "in Christ Jesus", and the blessing they had now through this, but also they remembered that the present was but a foretaste of the blessing to come in eternity.
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"The Glorious Appearing". - All will one day see his glory as Lord and King; every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that he is truly Lord and God. For us it will be a glorious day of celebration and vindication, but for the world it will be a day of judgement, as those who have carelessly cast him aside as worthless will face the consequences of their rejection. Romans 14:10-12, Philippians 2:9 -11. 

We are to live with the expectation of his return for us daily; each day we live is to be lived as if it is our last on earth before he comes to reward us for our service. With this mental attitude we will be focused on what is important and will be able to reject that which isn't.

The purpose of salvation is to be remembered by all, namely that we were saved for good works on earth to adorn the gospel, and so lead others to a saving knowledge of the Saviour. Everything centres round the gospel and letting all hear it clearly and fully. The three fold aspect of this is summed up by Paul.

OUR POSITION AS FRUIT BEARERS FOR THE LORD

1.
We were redeemed from iniquity. He gave himself for us, with-holding nothing in his payment for our sin. Paul uses the analogy of purchasing the freedom of slaves to explain one aspect of the work of Christ on the cross for us. The verb “latroomai” was used to describe the payment of money to the temple which led to the setting of the slave free. 

In ancient cultures the freedom of the slave could only be granted by a god, so the slave who wished to purchase their own freedom would save the money, then deposit in a temple, where the "god" would receive it and pass it to the slave's owner, who was obliged to the god therefor to set the person free. Such a transaction took place in the temple court and was recorded in the temple and the slave looked to the god as their Saviour and protector in the future. 

How much more should we as Christians look to the Lord as our great Saviour and protector given that he purchased our salvation from the penalty of sin with the cost of his shed blood. 1 Peter 1:18.

2.
Purified to the Lord for a chosen/special people. 1 Peter 2:9. We are special as those who have been covered by the blood of Christ. This "specialness" is to be translated into action in daily life; we are to live as blood bought saints, drawing attention by our lives to the shed blood and its power to transform lives.

3.
We are to be keen to the point of fanaticism (meaning of zealous) to do good works for others that they might catch sight of Christ through them. As James had already noted in his letter, written before this one, believers are not saved by works but are saved for them in order that all might seem the fruit of their lives and bless the one who made them. James 2:14 - 26.

The chapter ends with specific instructions to Titus about the manner in which he is to communicate the above points.

PASTORAL BLUNTNESS

1.
Speak! (“laleo” present active imperative) - The words communicated by Paul are to be verbally communicated to the people face to face so that they might understand, and if they don't that they might question. There is to be no excuse for any believer not to be obedient to these things. Titus is to keep on speaking about these things.

2.
Exhort!  (“parakaleo” present active imperative)  There is to be strong urging on Titus's part for the people to understand and obey the words. This matters and the people are to identify that it does by the way Titus teaches these doctrines.

3.
Rebuke! (“elegcho” present active imperative)  There is to be conviction and correcting of any false views with strong opposition to any who deviate in any way from the Lord's clear instructions.

4.
With all authority.
Titus has authority as a delegate of the apostle and he is to use this authority and urge obedience to the truth. He is God's man in the church and God holds him responsible for the people's knowledge of the truth. It is God's message not Titus's and everyone is to know that when he has finished teaching.   

5.
Let no-one despise you!  No-one is to be able to evade the force of his words.   No-one is to be able to look down on the messenger, as eh is not to make an issue of himself but only of his message and as that is to be so clearly God's the people are to hear in awe and respect.

Application

A. Personal

Our job is to "be different" to the world around us. As the late Professor Blaiklock said in summary of these verses, "stop trying to make yourselves like the society around you!" (“The Pastoral Epistles”, page 85).

Test yourself against these verses. How often through the day do you remember that you have an eternal destiny and that your eternal status is of more importance than your earthly position? Do we look for the "Blessed Hope"?  Do we daily expect the "Glorious Appearing" of the Lord? Are we doing our job of fruit bearing or have we "lost the plot" as to why we are here? We are a special people before the Lord designed to operate in the power of the Holy Spirit and produce fruit to draw people to the gospel.

B. Pastoral

There is a strong challenge and encouragement for all pastors in this last verse. We are God's men with his message and we are not to bow before any man within the church but be strong in the proclamation of the message. The five fold command is to be taken seriously in all our Bible teaching.

Conclusion

Is Grace our theme and our joy in this life? Are we bearing fruit to attract others to the gospel? Have we lost the plot as believers? If so, these verses are here to recall us to the truth.

DOCTRINES

HOPE

DESTINY OF BELIEVERS

CHRIST – THE KING

MENTAL ATTITUDE

SANCTIFICATION

SALVATION

POSITIONAL TRUTH

PASTORAL AUTHORITY

Paraphrase

" For Gods great Grace towards us has been expressed to al men in sending Jesus Christ as the Saviour of all who put their trust in him. He has taught us that we are to avoid ungodliness and worldly lusts, and rather live in a self controlled manner according to God's standard of righteousness in this present world, being occupied with our happy confidence in the Word and looking for the blessed appearance of the Lord, our great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us in order that he might deliver us from all sin and purify to himself a special chosen people, who are fanatical about doing good works to adorn the gospel. These things keep on speaking, exhorting, rebuking and convicting with all authority. Do not let anyone who hears you have any opportunity to despise you and thereby ignore the message."

CHAPTER THREE

OUTLINE
Witnessing , Discipline , And Final Farewell.

Verses 1 - 2
Our Witness In The State.

Verses 3 - 7
Call To Remembrance Of God's Grace.

Verses 8 - 9
Witness Of Our Works And Words.

Verses 10 - 11  
Dealing With "Heretics".

Verses 12 - 15   
Final Farewell And Instructions.

Verses 1-2
Our Witness In The State.

3:1  Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work,

3:2  To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men.

Background And Analysis 

Speaking of the church in the first century E F Scott notes, "By simply living the Christian life in the midst of heathen surroundings its members bore witness to the new spiritual power".   ("Pastoral Epistles"   page  173).


The purpose for our remaining in the world is to be its "salt" and "light", Matthew 5:13-16. This requires that we do not get side tracked by anything from our role as ambassadors and evangelists for Christ, 2 Corinthians 5:20; even if this means we are victims of unjust laws and unrighteous people. Ephesians 6:20.

The standards for the believer are far higher and more important than the standards of the world at large, and we cannot today as the early church could not in its day allow anything to side track our focus onto an inferior goal, even if it is "worthy". Our focus is on the eternal consequences of peoples rejection of the only Saviour and our need to let nothing come between us and those to whom we "owe" the gospel. Romans 1:13-17.

Plummer back in 1902 noted the principle, "abuse is the wrong weapon to use against unrighteous conduct, just as rebellion is the wrong weapon to use against unrighteous laws".  ("The Pastoral Epistles", page 281).

We are not to expect the unbelieving world to have our standards nor violently agitate when the pagan law makers make pagan laws; we are in an evil world where Satan is the Prince, and our role is to take part in the salvation of some, from within it, to redeem the time we have within the evil world. Ephesians 5:16, John 12:31, 46, 47, 16:11, 17:9, 10, 16.

E F Scott again, "if the church was to survive, and render its true service to humanity, it must keep clear of all political agitation (Ibid, page 172).

The Christian's role in relation to the state has been an issue of debate for many from the early days of the church. This passage, with some others forms the basis for the early churches code of conduct in the Roman Empire, and led to the transforming of that Empire. 

The Christian was to be obedient, unto death, without complaint, to the laws of the pagan state, as the view of the Apostles was that God had control over all who were in power, even though they may be in their own eyes serving Satan. We were to keep our minds fixed on our position, role and our spiritual purpose.

The Christian was "to recognize the authority (which God himself has given) of those whose calling is different to their own. 

In the same way the Christian is to recognize the God given authority of the State but without being submissive to it in a servile way."  (C K Barrett, " The Pastoral Epistles", page 139).      

The attitude encouraged in these passages did not require us to stand aloof from our earthly community but to never lose sight of our heavenly citizenship.  Hebrews 3:1, 11, 16.    

As Guthrie notes, the Christian is "to be ready to every good work in the community in which he lives. Where good citizenship demands community action he must always be cooperative provided no question of conscience is involved". ("The Pastoral Epistles", page 202). 

"They were not to stand aloof from any praise worthy enterprise, nor to indulge in censorious language, but were to curb their pugnacious tendencies. For true religion does not adopt the arts of the agitator but upholds law and order." (E K Simpson,  "The Pastoral Epistles", page 113).

Paul orders Titus, and ourselves, to be mindful always that obedience to legitimate authority is a requirement for all believers. The obedience required is made clear by the word for obey which is “hupotasso”, which means to "respond appropriately". 

This draws us back to the Lord's command in Matthew 22:21, "render to Caesar the things that are Caesars but to God the things that are Gods". We are to obey in all things short of worship of the State and the rulers of it, and are to break no command of God in so doing. With this understood all believers should be clear as to their duty. Every law is to be obeyed unless it violates a clear command of God. We are to respond to the rulers of the nation and city in a way that makes us "citizens without fault" before their eyes.

The command is not only the negative one of obedience to law, but the positive one of seeking to do good within the nation. Many people obey the law only but we are to go beyond this as believers seeking what we might do that will add to our witness and bring glory to the Lord we proclaim. The church is to be known as the place where "good" is done.

Our conduct towards others in the nation is also to be blameless. There are to be no exceptions in the rule to speak no evil of another man! The word “blasphemeia” indicates the nature of the forbidden activity; we are not to be part of any whispering campaign against any man. If a person is evil they are to stand or fall upon the evidence in their lives not our gossip about them.

We are not to be "brawlers" either. The Greek word chosen by Paul means in our day, "thugs" who enjoy a fight and seek them out. No believer is to be known for liking fights, be they verbal or physical. Trouble makers and "stirrers" are to be disciplined in the church not given respect or position.

In contrast to the men who would fight or gossip the believer who would be of service to the Lord is to be "gentle". Matthew Arnold translated this word as "sweet reasonableness"; to be fair, reasonable and gentle in all our dealings. Being firm for the truth in matters of doctrine does not mean that we need to be abrasive, rude or rough with those with whom we disagree. The Lord is our example here in his gentleness. His life and example is the standard for us.

"Showing all meekness". This word "meek" has a bad press today, yet if we catch the meaning it had when Paul uses it we will be corrected. The patient trust in the presence of adversity that is behind the Greek concept of “praotes” is what is demanded of us all.     

Under pressure from officials of the State or from other citizens the believer is to stand firm in his gentleness and in his love, even unto death, for what he believes.

Application

A. Personal

There are strong challenges in these two verses for us all to take on board.   

1.
Are we living in our relationship to authority in the State as we should? Are we the best citizens we can be? 

Do we stand against what is wrong in a way that does not cause the Lord's name to be mocked? Are we ready to pay with our lives rather than obey an evil law? Are we ready to stand like Paul before judges and make them feel condemned such is our righteous life?

2.
Are we always looking for good works to do within our society so that the Lord might be glorified by them?

3.
It is a constant temptation to join in the criticism of others regarding some evil man, but we are not to be drawn into any character assassination even if the person "richly deserves it" in our eyes. We are forbidden to gossip even if the "gossip" is true. This does not stop us bearing testimony before a judge as this is required by the law that justice be done, but it does forbid us being involved in any covert criticisms of others.

4.
Troublemaking in all its forms is to be anathema for the believer, and any temptation to "fight" over matters that should be prayed over is to be resisted.

5.
The Lord's gentleness is our standard and he is our model for behaviour. Do we measure up?

6.
Meekness in the true biblical sense is demanded. Patience under pressure is only possible for the person who takes the Word seriously and obeys it totally by handing over all issues to prayer. How is your patience under pressure brother or sister in the Lord?    This challenges me to further obedience!

B. Pastoral

Pastoral discipline is demanded when Christians break these principles and yet seek to govern the church or control others within it. As pastors we are to be vigilant in our exercise of discipline over the saints that they be always reminded that these are indeed God's standards and anything short of them is sin! 
In days when the Christians attitude towards the State are under pressure to be modified, to allow for political action, rebellion, or agitation. We are called to stand with the Apostles in obedience and witness, and not to be side tracked from our earthly mission, which is not to seek earthly power but to preach the saving gospel of Christ.

Conclusion

The danger of being sidetracked is the central issue in these verses. We are to obey the law in order that we might be able to do our work in the world and that work is evangelism. Anything that gets in the way of this is to be resisted and opposed by the pastor, and known clearly by the believers.

DOCTRINES

AUTHORITY:  BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF AUTHORITY

STATE:  BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF THE STATE

GOVERNMENT:  NATIONAL

Paraphrase

" Keep on reminding them of their responsibilities towards all those in legitimate authority over them to be obedient to legitimate laws, always ready to help with worthy projects, not to be gossips, nor trouble makers, but gentle and patient under pressure so that in the eyes of all men the Lord might be glorified because of you."

Verses 3-7
Call To Remembrance Of God's Grace.

3:3  For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.

3:4  But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,

3:5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

3:6  Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

3:7  That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Background And Analysis 

The commands of verse two are given against both a doctrinal and practical background.     None of us are in any position to criticize others given the sinners we have been in the past and Paul reminds us of this in these verses. It is said that those who forget their history are doomed to repeat it, and so it is in our personal lives. To forget from where we have come and what we were is to forget the Grace of God that saved us and so to open ourselves to pride.   

As Getz notes, "Because we too were once in this condition, reasoned Paul, we should of all people understand non Christians and be sensitive to them or we have missed the mark! Paul asks all Christians to have this same perspective, to feel a burden for non-Christians who are trapped in the same sins that at one time trapped them." ("The Measure of a Christian", page 164,  167). If we fail to deal with sin in our own lives we will fall back into the life we once led and be just like those we would otherwise criticize.   1 John 1:8, 9, Ephesians 4:17-24.

As unbelievers we were "foolish", “anoetos”, without real understanding of spiritual realities as we preferred to live in self indulgence. The sin of the past was "foolishness" and we were to be blamed for our stupid lives then, but hopefully that is past! Paul underlines by this and the other words here the utter foolishness of sin in the life, as it destroys the future for the believer, as God cannot use an unclean vessel. We were changed at salvation and we are to be daily changed, transformed more and more unto the image of the Lord. Not to advance in godliness is to face the possibility of the "Sin Unto Death".     If we stay in sin we stay in foolishness and foolish believers are only left on earth for so long!

We were also disobedient as unbelievers and tragically all too many still are! As the unsaved sinner willfully rejects God's legitimate demands on them, just so, many carnal believers reject God's legitimate demands on them. God wants and demands our total obedience to his Word in all matters in our lives; we are his servants and are to be totally at his call!

To live in sin is to be deceived. In sin we felt we were so smart yet we were fools: we felt we were so powerful yet we were so vulnerable. We took the pleasures of sin for a season, and we ignored that the wages of sin is death! Hebrews 11:25, Romans 6:23. We are not to continue so to do!

We served various lusts and pleasures. There is nothing wrong with pleasure, when it is taken in something that is worthy and good, but the combination of these two Greek words indicates a different thing to legitimate pleasure. Lusts, (epithumiais), and pleasures, (hedonais), are self centred concepts when combined like this; Paul, and God, is opposed to following pleasure for its own sake. Being a servant of strong desire (epithumia) is to be out of logic and reason’s control and to be ruled solely by desire and self-centred pleasure. 

Such a life leads to using people as simply means to your own ends, as things to be used to take pleasure from. Be it desire for sex, money, power or status when it is the centre of a person’s life it leads to the use and abuse of others for whom Christ died and evangelism is lost. As believers we cannot follow lust or pleasure as a goal without perverting the Grace given to us at salvation.

As believers we are to seek what is good, true, and honourable for ambassadors of Christ, and from doing these things we will gain great pleasure, but it is not our goal, service of our Lord is! The end of pleasure seeking for its own sake is death; the end of service and of life itself. Proverbs 14:12, 24:19, 20, Psalm 37:37-40. 

The life of sin will always lead to malice and envy; they are the two sisters of evil that follow all self centeredness. When we become pre-occupied with our own pleasure as a goal we will hate those who stand in our way of self gratification. It is a short step from lust to hatred and thinking evil of others to actually practicing it against them. This is where we were as unbelievers and it is the place we want to avoid as believers.

If we are self centred and ruled by our lusts we will not be able to stand others having more than us. There is a form of this envy that may even look "spiritual" it is called being "pious", or being a "killjoy". This is the evil of envy when we cannot stand others to be happy around us, and too many Christians fall into this one while beating open lust.

When self centeredness rules in a soul it becomes bitter and twisted, hating all that is good and wanting to do harm to others who are seen with the eyes of envy. This was the life of ourselves as unbelievers and we are to always remember from what we were saved by the love and grace of God, and respond to others with this knowledge guiding us.   This means that we will not be critical of others for we know the source, their Old Sin Nature, and we know our own nature and what we are capable of when not ruled by the Holy Spirit.

Verses four through seven have been called, "the gospel in a nutshell", (E K Simpson, Ibid, page 115). "The thought here is that of a sovereign Lord who makes an act of unprompted and undeserved favour to his subjects, and does so in a personal appearance. It is because God so acts that he becomes our Saviour".  (C K Barrett ,  Ibid,  page 141).

Paul's point in this passage is to remind Titus and us that we are believers because of what God did for us and the love that saved us can and will save others. Our attitude towards the unsaved is to be as to people who are to us potential brothers and sisters.     They may be enemies at present, they may be persecutors at present, but they may be brethren in the future, and we can play a part in that by keeping our witness clear and pure towards them.

We were saved by God taking the initiative with us; while we were still in sin He came and loved us and died for us. Ephesians 2:1, 5, Colossians 2:13. Paul refers to this in a new way by the use of the three words, "kindness (chrestotes) and love (philanthropia)".    Kindness here refers to love in action and it works out in tender compassion or mercy (eleos). We are used to seeing love as agape but here the love of God for man as man is mentioned.     

A different word means that we should study a little harder to see Paul's point clearly.    Paul's point is that the Lord God who made us and then became our Saviour loves us "as fallen human beings", with a deep and compassionate love, knowing our weaknesses and yet still reaching out to us. This passage brings us face to face with the deep father love of God. He cares for us, and delights to lift us up, and he calls us his friends, John 15:13-15, Romans 5:7, 8, 1 Peter 5:7.

Our great position "in Christ Jesus" is not in any shape or form earned by any works we have done or will do.     Even if we have done works of righteousness they do not count, nor could they to balance the penalty of our sin, only God's work could do this great thing. Ephesians 2:8-9.

Not according to our works but according to his mercy! What a glorious thing is stated in these words! It is not the quality or quantity of our faith but the power of his tender mercy so that the smallest faith, as long as it is in Christ, will save the person trusting in Him. Matthew 17:20, Mark 9:24, Luke 1:72, 78, Romans 9:23, Ephesians 2:4.

Paul now brings in the "washing of regeneration". The Jewish concept of baptism (Hebrew - mikveh) is in view here, as a sign of total change of life brought about by God and pictured in the act of immersion. The picture of being placed into union with Christ is the baptism of the believer, and the real identification is accomplished by the Holy Spirit as he enters us into union with Christ.     

The "washing" is the visual representation of dying to the old nature and life and being raised again (born again) into the new life in Christ. We are renewed or born again by the power of the Holy Spirit. As the Scriptures record we must be born again, and without this new God given life from the Holy Spirit we are not saved!  John 3:5-8, 16-36.

This new life has been given "abundantly". The richness of God's grace is in view here; we have everything we need in Christ Jesus. Our needs are always met according to the riches of God. Most of us do not have the full impact of these words alive within us. 

We have been justified by his grace. We are declared righteous by God, in grace, for there is nothing we could ever do to reach the standard of righteousness that God has, yet through faith in Christ we are given this righteousness as a free gift. Justification is far more than "just as if I have never sinned", as some have said it. Justification is the grace work of God in declaring us righteous in the full awareness of our sin and in the full light of what Christ did for us on the cross in taking them all away.

We are then made heirs of Christ, full members of the royal family of heaven through what he did for us, and the new position the Holy Spirit enters us into. One of the things we inherit in Christ is the right to eternal life and this is the certainty (hope in Greek is “elpis” which means here “the certain confidence”) of eternal life. Philippians 4:13, Ephesians 3:20.

Application

A. Personal

Do we remember the state we were saved from in all its spiritual darkness? As often we forget that we were saved from a place of hopelessness we will be tempted to forget the grace of God and trust in our works for spiritual status now. As we were lost so are others now and they will not be saved by our efforts, our great persuasive abilities, our love, our good works, our social programs, nor by any other thing our minds can develop.   

Salvation is only ever by God's grace through faith in Christ Jesus. It is only as men see the kindness and love of God towards them that they will be saved. Our role is to stay out of the way and let the Holy Spirit work, and ensure that in our lives there is nothing to keep people away from their only Saviour.

There are so many things in these verses to move us to praise, and yet we often find it hard to praise God for more than a minute. Our Lord told his disciples that we must have faith like children to be saved (Matthew 18:2-4), and the simple trusting trust of a child is what we need, but so often the children in faith stay that way. While it is fine to be simple in our trust being limited and stunted in our spiritual growth and in the vocabulary of praise is not good! 

Many churches have run a prayer session where no one is allowed to ask God for anything, rather they are just to praise God for who he is and what he has done. Many believers find to their shame that they have little to say because they are so used to "childish praying. As Peter says (2 Peter 3 :18), we must "grow up" in the grace and knowledge of God.

We are also short on appreciation for the riches of God's grace. God does not deal with us on the basis of any limits, we are recipients of his grace in all the richness that the creator has. 

We have a great God, yet many believers God is too small! Brethren let us get a full and accurate picture of the God whose plan opened the door to our salvation and in and through whose power we were delivered.

B. Pastoral

As we preach we have a requirement to be accurate to the full revelation of the Word of God. The themes of these verses are the themes of salvation and sanctification and these must be preached accurately lest men get a wrong view of God, of their sin, or their salvation, or of their role in the salvation of others. The pastor is held responsible for the errors of his people if by teaching he could have corrected their false views. Be careful pastors that the flock understands their position, role and eternal destiny. Only then will the church be powerful in its work and not get in the way of the Holy Spirit.

Conclusion

This short passage contains many basic doctrines that apply to our new position in Christ and how we get this new position. Each of these is important to check out so that as believers we know these by heart, for upon these our certainty as believers depend. 

DOCTRINES
SIN UNTO DEATH

OLD SIN NATURE  

SALVATION  

BAPTISM

JUSTIFICATION

THE CHRISTIAN WALK

POSITIONAL TRUTH  

ETERNAL LIFE

MENTAL ATTITUDE  

Paraphrase

"For all of us before we were saved were involved in the foolish stupidity of sin controlled lives. We were active in disobedience to God's will, deceived by our Old Sin Nature we served as slaves many lusts and self centred pleasures, and our lives became hardened by sin so that we were living in malice and envy and hatred towards others. But after living like this we were confronted with the tender kindness and love of God for us, and we were saved, not by any works of righteousness that we did but by his mercy. We were then washed in the baptism of regeneration by the Holy Spirit which he has abundantly poured upon us through Jesus Christ our Saviour. That being justified by his grace we should be made heirs according to the confident expectation we now have of eternal life."

Verses 8 - 9.
Witness Of Our Works And Words.

3:8  This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men.

3:9  But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain.

Background And Analysis 

The phrase, "this is a faithful saying", appears to be a short hand way that Paul uses to refer to early creedal statements used by the church as summaries of the gospel message. The early church used the scriptures but a particular church often did not have permanent access to all the letters that now make up the New Testament, and so the creedal statements became a summary of key doctrines that everyone could remember and recite, both in worship services and at home. 2 Timothy 3:16-17, 2:15.

When Paul says, "this is my will" he is saying strongly, 'this is the prescription for a healthy church, do it!' What Titus is urged to do is preach systematically, consistently and strongly, with a clear objective in mind as the doctrines are proclaimed.   That objective is that the people’s lives might bear fruit for the world to see, and that fruit is good works. Paul is often contrasted to James as if they are opposites in the faith and works debate. 

Passages like this remind us that such an observation shows inadequate knowledge of the work of both men, for Paul and James are at one on this subject. Salvation is by faith and the faith that saves will be expressed in works. As the Lord identified in Matthew 7, works alone are no test of anything, for even the devil's own can do miracles and it does not proves they are good, what matters is that their works stem from a transformed heart which faith in Christ has touched and changed.

FAITH AND WORKS (PAUL, JAMES AND THE LORD)

1.
Saving faith is a grace gift of God, and faith in Christ, alone saves the individual. Ephesians 2:8, 9, John 3:16-36, James 2:1, 5.

2.
Works can be deceptive as they may stem from the power of evil pride, or from simply human "energy of the flesh", which will produce self righteousness. Matthew 6:2, 24:24-26, 7:21-23, Acts 8:9-24. Miracles Do Not Prove Anything Other Than That Power Is Present. This issue is always whose power is present; God's or the enemies?

3.
The test to apply is the test of what we could call "life works"; what is the fruit of the persons life? Does their life indicate a person transformed by the love and joy of God or is there evidence rather of hypocrisy? Matthew 7:15-20, Titus 3:8, Galatians 5:14-26, James 2:14-26.

The call is to "maintain" good works, and this is the issue for us as believers; not a one shot decision for Christ but a consistent daily production of Holy Spirit produced good works in our lives. A genuine experience of God's grace will produce a consistent and persistent change in the person’s life. Genuine faith will work out fully in a life with genuine works of grace.

The production of good works is good and profitable to all people and yet so many believers produce different fruit. Paul turns his attention to those who follow the ways of self righteous contentiousness. There were some in the early church, as there are today, who delight in the "power" of the pulpit and desire it for pride's sake. There is great danger in seeking pastoral office for any reason other than the service of the flock for the Lord's glory. Our Lord warns of this in Luke 12:48, and James reminds us in James 3:1.    To teach from any other motive than the sincere desire to edify the flock is to open the individual involved to discipline or severe judgement.   

Paul identifies the danger signs(or fruits) of the false teacher as contentiousness. Many of the godly commentators on this letter bring their own experiences of people like this into their commentaries at this point.    

Wiersbe says, "I have learned that professed Christians who like to argue about the Bible are usually covering up some sin in their lives, are very insecure, and are usually unhappy at work or at home". (Ibid page 119).   

G B Wilson states, "in teaching we are always to have regard to usefulness so that all that is not conducive to godliness may be excluded." ("The Pastoral Epistles", page 122).    

W Hendricksen observes, "a minister who does justice to the former (teaching the Word properly), will have no time for the latter (contentiousness)." (Ibid page 395).    

As old Dr H A Ironside reminds us, "the servant of Christ is exhorted to avoid everything of a merely contentious nature, and first of all to have in mind the edification of the people of God." (Ibid, page 274). The plan of God calls for edification(or spiritual growth);   that is what is "profitable", and that must be our focus.

Dr Ironside identifies that the real "heretic" is the contentious person, who in arguing about "words" deceives and deflects believers from the truth. "The heretic is really a factious person, more concerned about gathering adherents to himself and maintaining some sectarian view of the truth, than falling into line with the entire body of revelation and seeking the blessing of all the people of God."  (Ibid  page 273). The early church identified the "heretic" as the person, "causing dissension and division and creating schism in the church". (H Kent,  "The Pastoral Epistles,   page 245).

The nature of these early heretics that plagued Titus' congregation appear to be Jewish legalists who delighted in following Paul around and poaching on his converts and turning them into legalists. As the Lord stated so strongly in Matthew 23:15, these people travelled the world enslaving others to their view of legalism, and making them "two fold more children of hell than themselves". Titus is to stand for truth, and that will means always standing against such evil men and women.
Paul characterizes the errors of the heretics in four ways; they are askers of "foolish questions", discussers of genealogies, contentious in things that don't matter, and they strive or argue, causing schisms about issues that are not of primary importance. Lets explore each of these characteristics.

1.
"Foolish questions".
There are only two sorts of questions that can be asked within the church; the first is the clarifying question asked by one desiring to know the truth, the second is the "foolish" (moros), or stupid question that is designed for a different purpose. Any questions not designed to further knowledge are in the "moros" category; they are designed for a purpose other than spiritual growth and are therefore time wasting. 

It is the purpose of the person that determines the category of the question.    The danger of the heretics was, and is, that they ask questions to try to trick, or catch out, the pastor. They do not care about the answer. The truth is not their interest; scoring points is.

2.
"Geneologies".
Both the Jewish legalists and the pagan Gnostics were interested in genealogies. Both groups spent endless hours discussing the genealogies of mankind and the angels, trying to speculate about the relationship of each to the other and their relation to God as creator. It was all sheer mystical speculation and philosophy. There was no way any person's position could be proved right or wrong and each was out to prove that he or she was more learned or profound in their arguing. Bluntly it was all time wasting. This is the second aspect of the "heretic"; they waste time over things that have only a tenuous link to the scriptures. The modern day "search for Noah's Ark" would be an example of this. It will add nothing to the scriptures as our Lord made clear when he referred to his own resurrection as a "sign" for belief. No amount of physical "evidence" for the truth of scripture will convince an unsaved man of his sin!  Refer to the parable of the rich man and Lazarus the beggar Luke 16:18-31, especially verse 31. Pointless speculation has always been a terrible side track for the foolish. Colossians 2:8, Proverbs 26:12, Romans 1:22, 23, Matthew 7:15.

3.
"Striving about the Law".
Fighting is a sign of sin in the soul of the battler, and for people to be arguing about the Mosaic Law really shows they are off the spiritual track. The Jerusalem Conference recorded in Acts 15:4-31, and it meant freedom from the requirement to keep the law for spirituality for all the Gentile church, and made law keeping a matter for Jews as a cultural rather than a spiritual issue. It was the Law of the Spirit that was to be followed now; namely the Holy Spirit filled life producing fruit of righteousness for all to see. Romans 8:2.

4.
"Contentions".
Fighting for the sake of it is, as noted above a sign of a sick soul.    The nature of the heretic is seen that they would rather debate a side track issue than grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ. 

Titus is told to avoid such people, not to be drawn into their debates, and further to openly shun such people, so that they and everyone else gets the message that such behaviour is not helpful to the Christian life.

The two words used to describe these heretics are "vain" and "unprofitable". They are, in plain English, empty of meaning and significance and useless for any valid purpose.

Application

A. Personal

The whole word of God is full of "faithful sayings", upon which we can base our lives and yet how often do we recall the Word or even a summary of it through the day when we are facing a question. This passage reminds us to daily meditate upon the Word and apply it to the little details of our lives. 1 Timothy 4:15, Psalms 1:2, 119:15, 23, 48, 78, 148.

The test of what I have called  "LIFE WORKS" is one we need to apply daily to ourselves, and especially to those whose Bible teaching we are listening to. Is there evidence of the fruit of the Holy Spirit in their life? Galatians 5:14-26. We are to be judged by the presence of love, joy, peace, patience, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, temperance; this is the criteria that is uses to assess any believer. And before a person quotes Matthew 7:1, or Romans 14:10-13, to argue that we shouldn't judge other believers be sure to get the context of all passages as this will make the biblical position clear.    

We are not to stand in judgement and condemn others from a place of superiority, for we are not the judges of men but God is. However we are to be "judges" or assessors of all who claim any gift of leadership so that we might test them and see whether they are safe and true or unsafe and false. This is the "fruit inspection" that the Lord refers to and it is bone fide, and everyone who wants to serve the Lord must be ready to lay their life open to scrutiny. No fruit = no spiritual status = no service.

Paul's reference to the believers as those who have believed, reminds us again of the certainty of our salvation. 

The use of the perfect tense in the Greek verb strongly states that we are saved through faith and that this changed us eternally, with the results of God's work for us going on forever. Have we praised the Lord for this today? Have we bowed before him to praise him for our so great salvation?

Are we keeping on track in our Christian life or have we allowed some side tracking issue to deflect us from our purpose here on earth, which is to grow spiritually and fulfil our function as ambassadors for Christ in the midst of the devils world.

B. Pastoral

As the people must meditate upon the Word of God daily, so the pastor must ensure they hear enough to meditate upon! Paul makes it clear that the priority of preaching the truth is to be heeded by Titus. Titus is to keep on speaking strongly and confidently of the truths of the Lord that the people might hear and be transformed in their minds by them. Romans 12:1, 2.

Paul makes no apology for urging Titus to be repetitive in his preaching of the truths of the Word and to be both confident and persistent in preaching them. The Word of God alone carries the truths from God to mankind, and we as pastors hold this treasure and have the solemn responsibility to "get it out" in a manner that will encourage and strengthen God's people. As the prophet Isaiah noted 2500 years ago, it must be," line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little, there a little..." Isaiah 28:10-13. Both the teaching and the study of the Word must by systematic for there to be any spiritual growth through application of it.    

Growth does not come by just hearing the word but by "doing it", that is applying it in the life. James 1:22. While hearing the Word is vital for growth, the way the Word is heard can often get in the way of spiritual development. This is true if the preaching is disjointed and lacking the systematic focus that allows people to really understand God's policies in a clear and consistent way, and apply them for strength and growth in daily tests.

The challenge Paul gives to stand personally aloof from contentiousness and oppose it by teaching is a challenge missed by all too many pastors who allow themselves to get caught up in a theological side issue and argue for it rather than simply preaching the whole counsel of the Word of God. An old pastor once said to the author, "when you are finished exegeting every passage of the Word and feel there is nothing more to say, then get into "causes" and "fads"!" His point was a good one; the faithful pastor who opens the Word will never be finished teaching the Word, for it is new every morning. We simply do not have enough time for contentiousness or argumentativeness about any theological issue. We especially do not have time for the time wasting sidetracks that those who love controversy will bring up to deflect believers from the business of saving souls and helping those who are saved to grow in grace.

The challenge to the pastor is to ensure that all such people are silenced in accordance with Paul's instructions. Their views are to be identified by the pastor and the congregation warned against all those in the "heretic" category so that they are spotted quickly and can be avoided.

Conclusion

It is vital to keep the focus in our lives that Paul urges Titus to hold in his. We must remember that good works are not an optional extra for us and that those who are "heretics" in the sense that Paul identifies are to be avoided like the plague and opposed by the pastor that others be not led astray.

DOCTRINES

PASTORAL DISCIPLINE  

WORKS – DIVINE GOOD AND HUMAN GOOD  

Paraphrase

"This is a saying that demands application in the life of every believer, and I desire that you as a pastor constantly and consistently preach this, that those who have believed God should be really careful that they keep on living lives characterized by good works.    Such a life is good and is profitable for all people; this is part of the plan God has for us.   But trick questions that are not designed to build understanding, and debates about things that side track people from the doctrines of the Word, and all violent argument, and all arguing about the Mosaic Law, avoid!    For all such things side track you and the people from their purpose here on earth, they have no spiritual gain to them and they are futile."

Verses 10 - 11
 Dealing With "Heretics".

3:10  A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject;

3:11  Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself.

Background And Analysis 

There will always be false teachers within the church. Our Lord warned us of this noting that there will be, false prophets, Matthew 7:15, 24:11, false Christs, Mark 13:22, and Paul himself had warned earlier about, false apostles, 2 Corinthians 11:13, and false brethren, 2 Corinthians 11:26, Galatians 2:4.  John and Peter also warn of this, 2 Peter 2:1, and 1 John 4:1, Revelation 16:13, 19:20, 20:10. It is important to remind ourselves of this, for a false teacher is not a sign of ill health in a church, rather it is a sign that the church is likely dangerous to Satan and he has had to put his man in it. The sign of ill health in a church is not dealing with the false prophet or teacher.

In Titus 2:15 we have seen that a heretic is to be rebuked, but how many times before further action is taken? Paul addresses this issue here. Remember the definition of "heretic" as a self opinionated person who will not be corrected by the scriptures. Such a person is to be confronted with the truth and given time to change their opinion but if they reject the second confrontation they are to be put out of the church. The word for confrontation is “nouthesia”, the word for reasoned proof with a view to changing the opinion of the other. 

It is the word used of the encouraging correction of a father to his son in Ephesians 6:4, and the word for counselling or admonishment in Romans 15:14. It is not a word that has any arrogance in it, but implies a caring, concerned and calm presentation of the truth that the error of the "heretic" might be corrected for their good as well as for the churches good.

If there is no change in the heretic they are to be "rejected". This is a strong word for avoiding them totally, as if they did not exist. The concept was that such people became as thought they were dead. All fellowship was cut off with them and the church as a body and as individuals would not even speak with them from that moment onwards, until there was change.    

We see this principle being applied to the heretic of Corinth who believed he could have a sexual relationship with his father's wife. In 1 Corinthians 5:1- 13, Paul makes it clear that the church is to put such a man out of the fellowship and thereby "commit him over to Satan" that he might be disciplined by the father of the evil he is following until he repents. Paul makes it clear also that all those who practise, adultery, covetousness, idolatry, drunkenness, abusiveness to others, or extortion (use of power for personal benefit), are to be thrown out of the church and are to stay out until there is repentance.    In 2 Corinthians 2:5 - 11, we see that the "heretic" and immoral man has repented and is to be let back into fellowship straight away.

Paul may appear to be harsh in his dealing with "heretics" but he has one concern, and that is to protect the little lambs of the flock.  Plummer, in his commentary notes, "to plead for tenderness when severity is needed is not charity, but Laodicean lukewarmness; and mistaken tenderness may easily end in making us partakers in evil works".  ("The Pastoral Epistles"   page 306).

 Paul is fair in his dealings and if his principles are followed the church will be a safe place for believers to grow in. Heresy must be isolated like leprosy or it will spread, and if we follow this analogy further when change occurs, like the cleansed leper, when the error is repented of, the person is to be accepted again into the fellowship. 

Wiersbe observes of Paul's principles, "such a man is warped in character, keeps on sinning and has condemned himself. If more churches would follow this principle we would have fewer church tramps, who cause problems in various churches." ("Be Faithful", page 120).

At the time of rejection however there is to be a firmness that is clear for all to see. If a person remains in error after the second rebuke they have condemned themselves and only their total rejection by the people of God can have any impact on them. Their refusal to accept logical conviction makes it clear that they have certain characteristics that require the action of expulsion.   

"Heresy, as Tertullian points out, is a word of Greek origin, and the idea which lies at its root is choice. Choosing for oneself what pleases oneself, independently of other considerations." (Plummer, IBID, page 296). "Titus must recognize that the stubbornness of the man is evidence of a perverted mind".  (D Guthrie, "The Pastoral Epistles", page 209).

Paul says they are:

1.
Subverted.  The word here means twisted and have swerved away from the truth. The perfect tense of the verb indicates that there are permanent results of they don't change.

2.
Sinning.
The context here tells us what sin is in view; it is the sin of making dissension and division in the body of Christ, causing there to be a break up of a church that God wants together to witness with one voice for Him.

3.
Self condemned.
These people are self condemned in that they by their actions and lives show that their preaching is false, as it does not produce holy fruit in their, or their followers lives.

Application

A. Personal

We are our brother's keepers within the church; we are to look out for our brothers and sisters to make sure no-one is being led astray by any false teacher. While only the pastor is to discipline all believers are to be watchful and protective of the new and the weak believer.

We are to have the correct view of false teachers and are not to allow ourselves to get sloppy in our thinking to the point we get soft on them and let them get away with falsehoods and leading others astray. We are to have the same mind regarding false teaching as the Lord had, and he did not give way on any important point to false hood.   

He vigorously criticized false teachers who made merchandise of believers and enjoyed the power of their position. Mark 12:38-40, Matthew 23:1-33, 2 Peter 2:1-9. Peter reminds us that God will judge them and it will be serious judgement!

B. Pastoral

As our Lord expressed total loathing of the hypocrites and false teachers in Matthew 23 so we must have the same mental attitude to those who pervert the Word of God.

The procedure for dealing with heresy is clearly set out in the letters of the New Testament.

DEALING WITH HERESY

1.
If people will not listen to the Word they are to be warned and rebuked. Titus 1:13, 14, 2 Thessalonians 3:14.

2.
If they still will not listen, they should be isolated and all spiritual believers should separate themselves from those who are persistently carnal in behaviour. Romans 16:17, 18, 1 Timothy 6:3-5.


This means that we are not even to invite the carnal believer to dinner at our house. 2 John 10, 11, 1 Corinthians 5:11-13.

3. If at this point the person persists in their wrong teaching and/or behaviour they are to be thrown out of the church for discipline. 1 Corinthians 5:1-13, Titus 3:10. Persistent perversion of the Word of God is most serious. Titus 3:10,11, Galatians 1:6-10.

4.
Paul illustrates this process in the treatment of the Corinthian brother who lived in immorality, and also with the false teachers in 1 Timothy 1:4, 11, 18 - 20. We also see him warning the church of this ever present danger in Acts 20:29, 30.


Expulsion is always for repentance and when a person repents they are to be accepted back into fellowship. This does not mean they are able to take leadership however! 1 Corinthians 5:1 - 13, 2 Corinthians 2:5 - 11.

Pastors who fail to discipline false teachers and carnal believers living immoral lives violate their role as the under shepherds of the flock. We are to be protectors of the flock from wolves and lions. These are words for the ministers of Satan who will always attack from within the church and the pastor is to stop this. 1 Peter 5:8, Matthew 7:15, 10:16,  Luke 10:3, Acts 20:29.    

Conclusion

Error that is preached by people within the church is a serious thing and must be dealt with straight away by the pastor, lest simple people be led astray from their place of blessing to be made merchandise of by the heretics.

There is a straight forward process for dealing with these heretics, and after the second warning to change they are to be rejected and caste out of the local church that the congregation might be protected from them.

DOCTRINES

SHEPHERD:  CHRIST – SHEPHERD 

PASTORAL AUTHORITY  

Paraphrase

"A man that persists in spreading false teaching should be warned twice then if he will not be changed he is to be expelled from the church. Don't hesitate to do this for such a man is completely twisted in his sin and his very life-style condemns him."

Verses 12-15

Final Farewell And Instructions.

3:12  When I shall send Artemas unto thee, or Tychicus, be diligent to come unto me to Nicopolis: for I have determined there to winter.

3:13  Bring Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that nothing be wanting unto them.

3:14  And let our's also learn to maintain good works for necessary uses, that they be not unfruitful.

3:15  All that are with me salute thee. Greet them that love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.

Background And Analysis 

The importance of friendship is the theme of the last words of Paul to Titus. It is in these final words that we see the fellowship of the gospel operating in the circle of Paul. Here we meet men who in some cases are unknown except for their names mentioned here but they were precious to Paul and to the Lord they served together.   

Paul's impact in the church was always through a few chosen men who he discipled to take over after he had left places. He ran his peripatetic seminary on the road as he travelled and all these men with many others had learnt as they walked with Paul from town to town and studied evangelism as they practiced it on the streets of the towns they visited. Paul's method for training young men remains worthy of emulation even today. 

We have all too often followed the tradition of the pagan philosophy school in our seminaries rather than the practical travelling school of Paul where every student was expected to serve as they learnt, and where they lived together for long periods of time in hardship and testing so that every weakness of character was exposed and able to be corrected by the master.

The twin principles of "serve or apply as you learn", and "discipleship of the young by an older believer as they learn", are the only safe ones for the practical training of men who are to lead God's church. Without this practical application as they study and without the discipline of being tested and encouraged by the older believer the seminarians of today may know more theology than Titus but will be less effective, and not as safe for their flock.

Paul was going to send one of two men to help and take over from Titus and when they arrived he was to come to Paul to spend the winter with him at the Greek town of Nicopolis just down from the coast of Dalmatia. 

Paul followed the pattern of most in the ancient world and did not travel much in the winter, rather he made a base and did the training of his pastors intensively then. Once again there are lessons for us here, as Titus is pulled out of his parish to do an advanced pastoral course with Paul so regularly pastors should be "pulled out" of their parishes to undergo further training from a senior pastor who can encourage them to grow and serve even more effectively than they have to date.

Paul will send either Tychicus or Artemas. Both men have Greek names that tell of their pagan families and pagan past, but both are now moving out into their world to change it. Artemas we know only from this letter, Tychicus we came across in earlier letters. He was the man with Paul during his first Roman imprisonment and he carried the letters of Ephesians and Colossians, so perhaps he was pastor in that area. Colossians 4:7, Ephesians 6:21. We hear of him again in Paul's last letter 2 Timothy 4:12, where he is sent by Paul to Ephesus to serve as a pastor.

Titus is given his orders and Paul is keen that he comes to Nicopolis quickly, once he is relieved by the other pastor, so that he might cross the sea before the boats stopped sailing for the worst of the winter. Nicopolis was a new town built by Caesar Augustus to mark his victory in the sea battle of Actium in 30 BC, and its climate would have been pleasant during the winter. In 2 Timothy 4:10, we read that Titus has gone into Dalmatia and the reason may be that as a result of this pastors conference Titus was drawn to minister in this place.

Two other men are in Crete on evangelical duties and Paul wants them to accompany Titus on his trip back to spend the winter with Paul. Zenas the lawyer is a man of the Old Testament law and Apollos, who we met in Acts was also a knowledgeable teacher of the Old Testament. Could it be that the legalists that Titus was having trouble with were followers of these two men, or perverters of their doctrine? We can only speculate and such is unhelpful! Whatever the reason Titus is to move quickly (diligently = with all possible haste) to ensure that these two men are on the boat with him.    

They are clearly in the clear from any personal accusations for Paul urges Titus to ensure that they have everything they may need, implying that they may be in trouble or at least short of money or clothing. When we read of the evangelists of the early church travelling to and fro we must remember that they were mostly poor men who worked their way around the world and preached as they could from lowly circumstances. In days when some Christian teachers demand first class air travel to fly to Bible conferences these words should stand as a rebuke and an encouragement.

Paul reminds Titus that "his people" are to set an example for service and good works.   To be on Paul's team was to be the leader in service for the church and always an example of Christian love in action.    There was no promotion for good academic marks in Paul's seminary, for the marks that Paul was keen on giving were assessments based on the fruit of the Holy Spirit that was visible through good works in the pastor’s lives.   Galatians 5:22, 23,  James 1:22-25.

They are to "maintain" good works. The word Paul uses reminds us that we are called to be self controlled so that we might be fruitful for the Lord. The purpose of self control is not that we might be proud of our self control, but that we might be useful to the Lord, with every day counting for him rather than slipping away with nothing to show for it.    Many believers want to concentrate on their doctrinal correctness, and that is fine as long as they don't lose sight of their spiritual productivity. Correct doctrine must led to a correct life or something is wrong!

Being doctrinally correct in your thinking is necessary but don't spend too much time contemplating it, rather get busy doing what the Lord would have you do with the doctrine! James makes this point strongly in James 2:19, where he notes that it is good to believe that there is one God but Satan and his demons believe this also. They tremble at the thought what do you do? If we believe something it must work out in action in our daily life, and the action demanded by the Lord is service within his church. Beware of the Christian "brother" who wants to waste time arguing about doctrinal interpretations when there is work to be done in the church that he/she is able to do!

Getz reminds us that to multiply a ministry a pastor needs to find men like the ones who Paul discipled. "Without neglecting the body at large we must build our lives into a few individuals who will multiply our efforts".   

He goes on to observe that all Paul's men were "doers" and contrast them with all too many today; "there are too many people today who want to be discipled by observing and listening, not as participants in the process of evangelism and edification". ("The Measure of a Christian",  page 193).

Paul ends the letter with a greeting from the brothers who are with him and this once again underlines the fellowship of the saints that is enjoyed by all who love the Lord and serve him in the church. Paul makes sure Titus gets the order (imperative mood) to greet warmly all who love Paul in the Lord.   

By this he refers to those who may not know Paul personally but who, "in the Lord", know of him and rejoice in his ministry. Within the church is the only place where the common love for the Lord and common bond of service can move us to love and care for those we have never personally known as our brethren.   

Paul's benediction to these people is that the Grace of God might be known to them all in fullness in daily life. It is grace that is to be our song, and grace our theme, and grace our message for all to hear.

Application

A. Personal

For a person who claims to be a believer to be "unfruitful" is a shame and a disgrace; it is evidence of carnality at least and may indicate that their very profession is false. Simple affirmation of the truth about Christ is not enough to save, for as James points out, Satan would be saved if it were. It is what the acceptance of the truth does that indicates that there is saving faith. 

Does it bring you to your knees to worship the one who died for you? Does it make you want to share the gospel with others? Does it make you want to show the love of Christ received by you to others in practical ways? If the answer is "no" to any of these questions then check your "faith" out because it is not working, and the only reason it is not working is that it is not real, and the Holy Spirit has not been involved with you!   

As we have seen above it is the fruit of the life that indicates the source of the life's power and to whom that life gives its allegiance. Godly fruit indicates a godly source to the life, and false fruit, and false doctrine, and false practice indicates an ungodly source to the power in the life. The Lord is the one you have a dispute with if this offends you for he made his position clear.   

In Matthew 25:40-46, he makes it clear that a person with no good works towards his people (fruit) in their life are condemned by their lack of fruit. This is backed up by Matthew 7:15 - 29, where he speaks of the fruit, or production/witness, of the life as the real test as to who owns that person; whether they are God's or Satan's. 

The Lord makes it clear that the witness of the lips must be backed up by the good works of the life or the person is condemned. Matthew 3:10,  7:21-23, 12:33-37, also refer to, Luke 6:43-49,  13:25-30, James 1:22-27, John 15:2-6. 

B. Pastoral

It is a challenge to all of us who are pastors to find young men to train within the local church to multiply our ministry and encourage them to move out to serve the Lord in new places. The church that forgets this ministry is not being true to the great commission.

Spending time with those who the Lord may raise up to be pastors is a requirement for ministry and will repay many times the effort the pastor spends on the men involved in friendship and blessing as they serve the Lord.   

The reminder to constantly produce good works is also a theme that is to be ever present in our preaching. No believer should spend a week without the challenge to spiritual productivity in life. We must always remember James' call, that faith without works is dead!

Conclusion

Paul's final words to Titus remind us of the value of Christian friendship and the need to train others to replace us in the task of ministry. It calls us to pay attention to spiritual productivity, that good works must always accompany the testimony of words.

DOCTRINE

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

Paraphrase

"I will send either Artemas or Tychicus to relieve you.   When they arrive waste no time in coming over to me at Nicopolis for I have decided to spend the winter there.    Bring Zenas the Torah expert and Apollos over to me with you as soon as you see them and can organize the trip.   Make sure they lack for nothing on the journey.    Remind the brethren that they are meant to practise good works, and let them keep a good watch over themselves, for no believer should be unfruitful.   Everyone here sends their love to you, and make a special point of giving our warmest greetings to those we love.    May the Lord's grace surround you all."
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