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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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SECOND TIMOTHY

PAUL'S LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT TO THE CHURCHES HE LOVED

CHAPTER 1

Of Prison, Enemies, Death and Triumph in Christ Jesus.

Verses 1 -5

" Paul an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus, to Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy and peace, from God the father and Christ Jesus our Lord. I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembered of thee in my prayers night and day; greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with joy; when I call to remembrance thy unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded in thee also." 

Background and Analysis

We could head up this chapter "I am not ashamed", for in it Paul strongly states where he stands in the gospel and in the church; 

He is not ashamed of Timothy (verses 3 -7). 

He is not ashamed of the Lord Jesus Christ (verses 8-11). 

He is not ashamed of God's Holy Word and the doctrines in it (verses 12-18). 

This is a reflective book as we should expect of the last words of a man about to be executed for his faith (2Timothy 2:9).

Paul reflects on the certainty of his faith and looks forward with teaching and warning that others might follow his example with the same or better strength of purpose than he has had.

W Hendricksen summarises this letter as follows, "Do not be ashamed, but by God's grace exert yourself to the utmost, being willing to endure your share of hardship in preserving and promoting sound doctrine, .. , let Timothy then hold onto his faith as Paul had done and is still doing".  ("Epistles to Timothy and Titus",  pages 218, 241).    

While Dean Alford sees this as a "sad" letter looking back and "reminding" rather than looking ahead with "rising confidence and hope", most will find in this letter a confident man at the end of a life who is resting on certainties and urging all through the ages to follow to do likewise. (Quoted in P Fairburn, "The Pastoral Epistles”, Page 307).  

Paul is alone, except for Luke, with the entire team of his men gone off for missionary endeavour or because they could not stand the pressures of persecution as they were at that time in Rome awaiting Paul’s execution. 

It is against this background that he calls Timothy to come to him, and possibly to face the same fate as Paul by responding to the call. Tradition records that although he could have died with Paul he did not, he returned to Ephesus to be its first bishop and to suffer martyrdom there around the time of the apostle John's ministry there, or possibly as late as his time of death. (Oxford Dictionary of Saints, D H Farmer, Oxford 1987).

Paul begins his epistle by strongly stating his position as an apostle, not chosen of men but by the will of God. Paul could truly say, "thy will be done"; it had been his theme and practise from the earliest days of his faith.    

He is sure he should be in Rome, and he is sure that the Lord's will has been done to date, and he is setting his face in continued obedience in the light of the death sentence, so that the Lord may continue to get the glory by his witness and ministry in the Word.    There is a time to die and he is relaxed in the Lord’s timing and purposes.  Psalm 68:20, 116:15.
While some commentators constantly go back to his conversion experience to explain this mental attitude this is not in accord with the reality of "normal" Christian experience. It is the writer’s experience that those who keep living in their conversion testimony do not go on for the Lord, nor do they have strength under pressure.  If we fail to grow beyond the drama of our salvation experience we cannot handle the advanced pressures of life.
The conversion experience simply laid a foundation upon which Paul built as he walked in the power and direction of the Holy Spirit.    He saw the Lord's hand guiding him along all paths he had walked, protecting him from death until this point and making every time of trouble an opportunity for witness.    

Paul looked back over a life time of God's faithfulness, and daily increasing certainty of his call to serve as a apostle. Now that death was to be the outcome he was calmly looking for the glory of God to be magnified through it. This is the application of a life time of Bible doctrine, and is summed up in the Doctrine of Dying Grace. Paul accepts his death as, "in the will of God", as the accepted his deliverances from the past as in the will of God at those times. 2 Corinthians 11: 23 - 28.

Paul can face the last and greatest challenge of his life in the same way he has faced every other crisis, "in Christ Jesus". It is the grace, glory, and power that is his (and ours) in Christ that gives him his strength. It is our position in Christ that gives us all our power and hope, and yet so few really know and rejoice in it. The will of God is linked together with the promise of life, for it is God's will that we have eternal life, as it is the Lord's will that here and now, in Him, we have abundant life.   John 3:15, 10:10,  17:2,3,  Romans 6:23,  Hebrews 5:9, 9:12, 14, 15, 1 John 2:25, 5:11-13. Our challenge is to "lay hold on eternal life", 1 Timothy 6:12, in other words, to live each day in the light of eternity and our future confidence (elpis = hope) in this certainty, Titus 1:2, 3:7.

There is great fellowship in Christ which we see in Paul's words to his convert and friend Timothy who he affectionately refers to as his son (teknon), in the sense of one who has grown and learnt as he should have.    The Roman concept of adult adoption is summed up in Paul’s word “son” for Timothy, for he truly had grown into a true son of faith.
Mounce reflects, "what opportunity exists in the modern church for deep friendships to develop?" ("Pass it On", Page 102), yet such do where there is spiritual service and growth as there was with Paul and Timothy.    Our challenge is not to look at our systems of church government or yearn for a simpler age where people were less mobile, but pay attention to our walk with the Lord on a daily basis.   Spiritual growth will always produce great fellowship and powerful friendships.

Grace, mercy and peace, are the foundational aspects of the believers life and place of blessing and for Paul they form his most common blessing and greeting to the church.    

Do we live in the sphere of these three things? If not we are not where we should be. God's plan for us is rooted in grace, is expressed in mercy and will result in peace where the believer goes on for the Lord.

In verse three Paul affirms his and our own continuity with the saints of the past. As traditional Judaism was beginning, as a policy, to oppose the church Paul felt it necessary to underline the Jewish origins of the faith and that in Christ was the fulfilment of the Jewish Messianic hope. Christ was the one the "fathers" longed to see. 

The church was more traditionally Jewish than Rabbinic Judaism!  He had heard about God from his forefathers and now in Christ continued to serve the "God of his fathers" with a clean conscience, knowing that his practise was true and proper. 

Judaism was a "religio licita", or licensed/approved religion within the Roman Empire, and the early church had freedom to preach because it was initially looked upon as a "variation" of Judaism. By 67AD this was no longer the case and Nero's persecution was centred on the newly legislated  "illegality" of the faith. Paul maintains the historic linkage with Judaism as he had throughout his life. The Empire may have made it illegal, and his fellow Jews may have denied his right to be called "Jewish", but Paul held to the truth.

Paul maintains his clear conscience also in service, and although some find this odd, (eg, Hanson, in his work on the Pastorals, notes, "it is uncharacteristic of Paul to claim a clear conscience quite so easily or so often."  page 78), it is the sort of reflective observation that one expects from a man at the end of his life. He was always concerned to fulfil the will of God and even when persecuting the church did so for a "pure" motive, believing they were wrong and were blasphemous. It was this pure conscience that was able to be convicted on the Damascus road.

Paul has great love for Timothy and it is expressed in action, through teaching and fellowship when he was present, and prayer when he was absent. Paul had great joy just remembering Timothy's stand for the true faith and his family's stand for the truth also. Timothy's faith is called "unfeigned", that is without any play acting; what he said he meant, and what he believed he lived out in daily life. 

As Paul was concerned to note that he had been true to his forefathers in the faith so with Timothy also he has been true to his "forefathers", although in this case they are women. He was the son of a Jewish woman and a Greek man, but the important point was that both the mother and grandmother were women of faith and commitment, and their witness bore great fruit in the life of this young man.

Application

A.
PERSONAL

A firm knowledge and application of the doctrine of Positional Truth is the source of strength for the believer.

All service for the believer is to be worship. Paul uses the word for service that was used of priests in the temples, and yet he is in jail as he writes this.   This is an important point for us to note; in jail he is serving the Lord as he witnesses to the power of God and the hope of the gospel in eternal life. This was the last time he would live out Philippians 4:11, and he would do it with real focus on the Lord, who he was going to join courtesy of a Roman axe.

Paul had a pure conscience in all he did, and so even when wrong was able to be convicted of the Lord and changed. Are we so sure of our faith and practises? Do we have the purity of thought and conscience that we should have?
There was real love between the apostle and this young pastor, a love that expressed itself in tears of sadness and joy as they met or parted. This is a challenge to us today to examine the warmth of our feelings towards those we love in the faith and to chide us for our cold formality.

Like Timothy we too are to be "unfeigned" in our faith; not playing at being Christians but truly living for our Lord. What we say should be what we mean and what we believe must be worked out in the shoe leather of our daily lives.

Lois and Eunice are examples of living faith, the witnessing power of the home to prepare a young man or woman for greatness in the service of the Lord. They were faithful with what they had responsibility for, a young life, and they nurtured him in the faith of his Jewish forebears and prayed for the day when he might be used. 

The prayers of a mother and a grandmother are not to be despised or undervalued. Many do not think they can do great things for God, but by the witness of a home and the prayer of a parent a child can be readied for service that will be powerful for the Lord.

B.
PASTORAL

A sense of real call is vital for the pastor. The pastor must know he has been set aside for service and must have the mental attitude that Paul expresses here. The important points for Paul are; firstly, that it is God's will that has set him aside not the will of man, and that this means he has an obligation to God, not any man. 

Secondly, that he is called to an eternal position with a hope that goes well beyond this world, and that he must keep his eyes fixed on the eternal issues not the temporal. 

Thirdly, he must remember that he has power and position only "in Christ Jesus", and that fellowship with him alone provides purpose, purity and production in service.

As believers, but even more as pastors, we must remember our debt to Judaism, and that we stand upon the foundation built by God with the great Old Testament saints as the living stones of the building. We must recognise and acknowledge our debt by ensuring the Jewishness of the gospel and epistles is not lost, for Jesus was a Jew, and we must take our stand with his people as they have a destiny still within the plan of God.

To serve the Lord we must have a pure and clean conscience, not dirtied by sin or any foolishness that might restrict our impact for the Lord in the eyes of our peers. Remembrance is the main weapon in the battle for the mind in this area, as we recall doctrine, and experiences of life that urge further application of scripture to our situation. Paul could remember both doctrines and people and so recharge his spiritual batteries even in his cell, so must we.  

Conclusion

Paul as an old man now reinforces his eternal foundation in his memory and steadies himself ready for his death. He reminds us of the need to stand firm in the truth and in the fellowship of the Word that opens the door to great fellowship with others who stand with the Lord also. We have a faith that is rooted and grounded in eternity and we have a destiny there.

Paraphrase

"Paul an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the standard and certain hope of eternal life which is in Christ Jesus, to Timothy my dearly beloved pupil.    Grace, mercy and peace be to you, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.   I thank God whom I keep on serving as my forefathers did, with a clean conscience, that without ceasing I keep on remembering you in my prayers night and day.   I keep on desiring to see you, remembering your loving tears at our last farewell, in order that I might be filled with joy at being with you in person. I rejoice now as I remember your faith that is without hypocrisy, just like the faith of your mother and grandmothers, and the high standard of their faith abides in you also."

DOCTRINES

DESTINY OF BELIEVERS

POSITIONAL TRUTH

ETERNAL LIFE

Verses 6 - 7

" Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.    For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind."

Background and Analysis

Paul begins with his "wherefore”, thereby tying this next section formally to the former verses. Paul has been talking about Timothy's heritage, both racial/cultural and spiritual/family. He reminds us all with this word that no matter how great our background and heritage we stand or fall only through our daily walk in the power of the Holy Spirit; that a battle won today is no guarantee that a battle will be won tomorrow.   Each day we must walk with God in His Word.
It is daily recommitment to the task and daily putting on the whole armour of God that will give us the cutting edge in the angelic conflict.   We can all "go out" like a candle in a strong wind; we can all grow cold and tired in the often grinding work of ministry, and Timothy is flagging in energy and enthusiasm under the pressures of persecution.   

As Fairburn points out, it is not a disparaging remark of Paul's and does not imply criticism.  "The verb does not imply any previous decay or slumbering, it means to kindle up, as well as rekindle, the force of the Greek preposition “ana” being 'up or upwards'." ("The Pastoral Epistles",  Page 313.)    

As Stott notes, "Paul's exhortation is to continue fanning it, to stir up the inner fire, to keep it alive, even ablaze, presumably by exercising the gift faithfully and by waiting on God in prayer for its constant renewal, …., divine sovereignty and human responsibility combine in the pastor teacher." ("The Message of 2 Timothy", Page 30, 31).   

 "Man has no part in lighting the fire; the gifts are kept at full flame however by the activity of man."  (R H Mounce,  "Pass It On", page 105.

There is a constant need to keep walking in the power of the Holy Spirit so that our fellowship and ministry has a lively and vibrant witness every day. This requires daily obedience to the word of God and the will of God for our life.    

Paul's words are to be a daily encouragement to Timothy and to ourselves to keep on reminding ourselves of our task and what is at stake in the ministry. 

"He says, as it were, do not forget your responsibility, and do not let anyone terrify you; do not be afraid of others, no matter how great the persecution may be and how great the hatred."  (H A Ironside, "Timothy and Titus", Page 167).    

There is no alternative to the daily feeding on the Word of God and the daily application of it prayerfully into the details of our lives. As a fire needs fuel, air and heat, so we need the Word as our on-going fuel, the power of the Spirit as air and we must provide the heat of volition and commitment to the application of the principles learned.

Timothy was, like all who are God’s called pastors today, a Holy Spirit gifted man, with a call on his life and a job to perform. The service of laying on of hands set him apart for this service and the focus of Paul's point here is not the service that started his ministry but the service that is now required of him in his ministry.    

Laying on of hands was the Jewish way of publicly recognising the transference, or delegation of authority to another, or recognising a specific role for a person to which they committed themselves.   It was a ritual that was taken into the church and practised by the apostles for special taskings and also by the church eldership to recognise that a person from their group was being set aside by them for a specific ministry.  Acts 4:3, 6:6, 13:3. To accept the laying on of hands was to submit oneself to the path of obedience to the task, and responsibility to those who gave it to you by this ritual.

Verse seven reminds us of the danger area of all ministry; the enemies of the pure proclamation of the Gospel. The enemies of ministry are pride, arrogance, and cowardice.  

Pride interferes with the pastoral ministry because the man gets in the way of the Holy Spirit's ministry and his agenda is followed rather than God's.   

Arrogance intrudes, in that the pastor with it will be unteachable, thinking he knows all things, he ceases to grow in grace and knowledge.   

But fear or cowardice is the one fully in focus here.   1 John 4:13-21.
The word chosen by Paul is a powerful one, and it identifies "such as would dispose us to shrink from the discharge of duty when it becomes irksome, or to compromise our principles when it is perilous to hold them".  (P Fairburn, IBID, page 315).     

Simpson also catches the military flavour of Paul's words here.   "The Lord's soldier has not been empowered from on high that he may display a shrinking, dastardly, apologetic bearing, but that he may stand to his guns like one valiant for truth." (E K Simpson, "The Pastoral Epistles", Page 123.)

There is to be no fear in the pastor when facing the task of ministry; he is to be empowered by the Spirit and encouraged by the Word and minister with certitude and directness. He is to have power, love and a clear self disciplined mind that is focused on the task in such a way that it is done. 

Here Paul brings together the three remedies to the three enemies above.  The two groups are mutually exclusive. Power from the Holy Spirit replaces the pride of man's power, and the fruit of the spirit, in loving concern for others, eliminates any arrogance. Finally cowardice is excluded by a clearly focused and disciplined mind that sees that we are on the winning side, and that holds to what is true and right in spite of the temporary pressures of persecution in time.

Application

A.
PERSONAL

There is no room for pride, arrogance, or cowardice in the service of the Lord.   The Holy Spirit empowered, Bible doctrine focused, and fruit filled believer will be able to handle anything that the world, the flesh, or the devil throws at them. The challenge is to walk in the spirit in the light of the Word and let the fruit form in our lives through daily obedience to what we have learned from the Word.

There is no room for fear in the believer’s life, if the Word is alive and powerful through the Holy Spirit within. 1 John 4:11-21. The only exception to this rule is found in Hebrews 4:1-2, where we are told to be fearful lest we miss out on any promise of the Word through lack of application faith. For every believer there is only the Holy Spirit empowered life or the powerlessness of human effort. In the angelic conflict there is no chance for any person who is not walking in the power of the Holy Spirit. Galatians 5:16, 2 John 6, 3 John 4.

B.
PASTORAL

Once we are set apart for ministry we have a solemn obligation to serve in the daily renewed power of God's Holy Spirit. Anything short of this is not good enough. If we are not proud of the gospel we are ashamed of it, and if we are not obedient to it we are destitute of its power, and will rob ourselves of the joy of its promises, and miss out on its rewards.

We are also called to remember that the call to ministry is a gift of God and does not depend on any merit we have; He has called us graciously to serve in grace, that is, in his power, standing on the promises of His Word. Thankfulness for what we have received must always be at the heart of the successful exercise of the role of the pastor teacher.  

Self discipline is also called for to achieve maximum power in our life for Christ.   This involves the self discipline of daily prayer, Bible study, and application of the principles of the Word.   

Whether the pastor feels like it or not he must rise early to pray and study, and walk prayerfully through each day in application of what he has learned, looking for opportunities to apply doctrine and preach the gospel.

Conclusion

Remembering the power and grace of God and his calling of us is a source of strength and encouragement for all of us as believers. The battle against spiritual impotence is one fought as we exercise the discipline to daily study and apply the Word of God prayerfully in all the little details of life.

Paraphrase

" For this reason I keep on reminding you to keep fanning the flame of application for the gift that the Lord graciously gave you, which was recognised through the laying on of hands. For God has not given us the spirit of cowardice, but of dynamic power, and of caring concern for others and of a self disciplined and focused mind."

DOCTRINES

THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

SOLDIER: CHRISTIAN SOLDIER OF EPHESIANS CHAPTER 6

WALKING IN THE SPIRIT

GIFTS:  SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Verses 8 - 12 

" Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of out Lord, nor of me his prisoner:   but be thou  partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;   who hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, but is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:    whereunto  I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the gentiles.   For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day."

Background And Analysis

It is a hard thing to keep ones head up when the beliefs one stands for are being ridiculed by the power of the State, and you are condemned as a criminal for your faith. It is in this position that Timothy finds himself and he feels down cast at Paul's plight and his own situation.   

Paul calls him to remember principles regarding persecution for believers that the words of Christ warned us of. Matthew 5:11, 44, 10:23, 23:34,  Luke  6:22, 11:49, 21:12, John 15:18, 20.

In today's climate of so called "prosperity gospel" preaching, it is important to remind ourselves of Paul's words to Timothy here, and not be ashamed of the suffering that may come to us through the faithful preaching of the gospel. In Romans 1:16 Paul says he is "not ashamed of the gospel", and we are to have this testimony also. There is always the potential for us to be ashamed and become cowards regarding the gospel message when we get our eyes off the eternal issues and focus on the details of life around us. 

We have a heavenly calling and destiny and must take our bearings in life from that fact not from the view point of the unbelievers around us.    Our role is to bear witness of Him! Acts 1:8, 2:32.  (Refer to Fairburn, IBID, page 317).

It is the Lord's testimony that we are to witness to, and with his work on the cross for all in our mind, we should be able to keep the proper perspective towards the world and its viewpoint. Don't let anything pull you back from your proper place of service, but rather be prepared to suffer with others in Christ, even though the punishment is as unjust as the Lord's was. We can only do this in and through the power of God within.

In verse nine we have a restating of the classic gospel message that we are so familiar with from Paul. Salvation by grace, through faith is his theme here as before. There is a reminder that,  "While God's good will may not be earned, it nevertheless must be received. Faith is not a human act that merits divine favour. It is man in his helplessness agreeing to let God do for him what he could never do for himself."  (R Mounce, IBID, page 108). 

There is also the Pauline emphasis on a holy life that works out the faith received in the details of daily life. "We are saved not only from a life of sin but to a life of holiness".  (D Guthrie,  "The Pastoral Epistles", Page 128-9). We are rescued from sin for service.

In this verse the concept of election is woven in as the purpose for the Lord saving us. The very way Paul weaves it in gives us a clear indication as to Paul's understanding of this vitally important doctrine. The context here is one of thankfulness and service, and election is identified as the plan of God for us from eternity past that underlines the importance of our fulfilling our mission, our part in the plan.   

Stott observes, "The doctrine of election is never introduced in scripture either to arouse or to baffle our carnal curiosity but always for a practical purpose. On the one hand it engenders deep humility and gratitude, for it excludes all boasting. On the other it brings both peace and assurance.   (IBID, Page 36). 

Part of the good news of the gospel is the abolition of death through the cross and Paul reminds Timothy of this fact. This is particularly important given Paul is facing his own certain death as he writes these verses.   

Stott again notes, "How one longs for the contemporary church to recover its lost certainty about the victory of Jesus Christ and to declare this good news to a world for whom death is the great unmentionable. The proper epitaph for the believer is not the dismal uncertain petition RIP (Rest In Peace), but a joyful and certain affirmation CAD (Christ Abolished Death)!" (IBID, page 39-40).

Jesus had said, "I have come to give you life and that more abundantly", John 10:10. It is in the believer’s testimony as they live and die that they show this reality to the world that seeks a sign to see the reality of the Christian faith. What they see in us now they will see in person when the Lord appears to claim his own and then rule the world.    

At that point it will be too late for the unbelievers, but at the point of writing, by the way Paul and Timothy live and die the world will see revealed clearly what they believe about eternity and their place in it. Paul had many years before asked the question, "How shall the world hear without a preacher?"  Romans 10:14. He is the preacher and teacher to bring the news to the Gentiles and he must suffer as part of this mission and he will accept all this trouble that some might see Christ in Paul's witness. As this is his role he has no shame in the suffering that is a part of God's plan for his role. 

Paul is, in the power of the Holy Spirit, tough enough to take the suffering that is his lot as an Apostle and preacher to the Gentiles. He expresses his confidence in the keeping power of God in verse twelve. This is a triumphant affirmation of the truth of our position in Christ.    

Paul does not "hope so" about the future, he knows about his position in Christ and his place in eternity. He knows the one he has believed in and this is the position of strength for the believer; we don't have to affirm a list of doctrines we do have to trust a person, the person of Jesus Christ. Paul has had many years to draw close to the Lord and to learn that every doctrine can be trusted because it rests on HIM.   

As Ironside observes, "it is one thing to believe what, and quite another thing to believe whom".  (IBID page 176).

Note that there are a series of perfect tenses in this last section of verse twelve. The perfect tense is the way in Greek that you stated your certainty, with an event that has occurred in the present or past with results that would go on forever. Paul knows that the one he has believed and trusted in is going to keep on keeping him safe in his earthly ministry, message, and eternal position right through the present crisis, his death, and into heaven itself. This is the certainty we all need for our daily lives. We like Paul have eternal security in our salvation, and in this certainty we may find renewed strength for praise and joy filled service in time. 

There is some dispute about the nature of the "deposit"; is it a deposit committed to the believer or is it the believer’s life, or the promise of it, committed to God?   

While the KJV and NIV translators indicate that it is a deposit that we have committed to God others disagree.   

Fairburn observes, "The weight of probability in a linguistic point of view seems to favour the opinion which regards the deposit as something entrusted to the apostle".  (IBID  page 324).    

Stott supports this view, "both the verb (guard) and the noun (deposit) are precisely the same in verse 12 as they are in verse 14 and also in 1 Timothy 6:2.   The presumption is therefore that my deposit is not what I have committed to him, but what he has committed to me, and there is encouragement here. Ultimately it is God himself who is the guarantor of the gospel. It is his responsibility to preserve it. On no other ground would the work of preaching be for a moment endurable." (IBID,  pages 46, 47).   

R Mounce also notes, "this is a parallel passage to 1 Timothy 6:20 and verse 14, where it is that which is given by God to man.   This would therefore appear to be its meaning in verse 12 as well.   The point is that God will guard the faith he has entrusted to his spokesman so that in the day of judgement they will be able to deliver it back to him intact."  ( R Mounce, "Pass it On" ,  page 110).    

As Barrett notes, "God himself takes ultimate responsibility for the gospel he entrusts to his preachers."  ( C Barrett, "The Pastoral Epistles, Page 97).

The Greek meaning can be taken both ways. The evidence would indicate that the "deposit" is the role, position, responsibility, message that God gives to us as his servants, which is in itself an "earnest" of greater service and position to be received in eternity after our life time of faithful service here. God guards this "deposit" in such a way that our eternal status is secure, and that the role he has given us in time is supported and we are protected at all points.    

Paul rests in this protection in jail, knowing he will die, yet secure that even in and through death he is being kept and his role is being fulfilled.    

It would seem that this interpretation is the better of the two options given the situation from which Paul wrote this letter. With the other view what have we committed to God?   We have committed our life and our time, and truly God guards our life, but the alternate view states this with even more power, and with an emphasis that would be expected from Paul as he faces his death and thinks about the last judgement and what the verdict will be over his life.

Application

A.
PERSONAL

There are some key questions that we can use ask ourselves stemming from these verses. Are we ashamed of the gospel message? Do we speak up to identify our status whenever we get the opportunity or do we fear or value the opinions of the unsaved and keep silent? Are we prepared to suffer for the Lord and his work or do we value our physical wealth and social position ahead of our eternal status?   

The Lord has "deposited" with us a position and role and we have a responsibility to fulfil what is expected, with our eyes fixed firmly on the eternal realities rather than the "success" that they world has to offer. Where is your heart believer, what do you truly value? Would you choose to be a prisoner in a jail for preaching the gospel or stay as a successful businessman free to make money in a society that does not want the gospel message preached in a way that disturbs them?

In the Angelic Conflict we must expect to suffer "affliction", as we do damage to Satan and his policy. The enemies' hatred of us is to be expected and if we are really doing what God wants we can expect some real pressures from the world, the flesh or directly from the devil.     

We have been "called" to our position and this means we are recipients of God's Grace, both in our call and in God's provision to enable us to fulfil the call, and this means we should be praising Him daily, thankful for all we have received. This theme of grace (thankfulness and certainty being the two aspects of this) is Paul's favourite one, and here as he faces death he rests firmly and with even more surety on what God does to keep him safe in time and his position secure in eternity. This is the challenge to us all; to rest in our position in Christ Jesus and the provision of God for us because of our position.

B.
PASTORAL

As pastors we have a grace given role and the responsibility that goes with it, but we have the gracious provision of God to enable us to fulfil the role we are assigned.   The spirit of surety and thankfulness that we see in Paul is the appropriate spirit for all who would be dynamic pastors and teachers of the word of God. In grace we have been called, assigned and provisioned for service. Our role is to commit ourselves to the task with certainty and a focused mind.

At no time can we be ashamed of the gospel or of the Lord if we are mindful of what he has done and what he is doing for us at each moment of the day. We, our message, and our role are being guarded at every step of the way through life. We have a security that is our strength if we rest upon it.

We must always remember our message, that is the glorious appearing of the Lord so that all might see the truth and turn from their evil to the light and truth that is in Christ Jesus. Our message is HIM! There is hope in no other, there is certainty and rest in no other, there is joy and peace of mind in no other. Nothing we do must come between the people we are called to minister to and this message.

Conclusion

So often we let the world cloud out our discernment and forget that it is God's opinion alone that truly matters for time and for eternity. 

Keeping the eternal life perspective is Paul's theme here, and as always grace is another of his themes; what God has done and what we must do to express true thankfulness. Resting in this grace is Paul's other theme in these verses as he draws strength from the power of God that upholds him through the trial he is presently enduring.

Paraphrase

"Do not then let a spirit of fear, shame, or cowardice spoil your witness to the Lord, nor let my imprisonment be a source of shame to you as if it is "wrong" in some way.    Rather, be prepared to suffer evil along with me, living (as I do) in the dynamic power of God, who has saved us (from sin and death) and called us to be set apart in service for him, and this call was not according to any merit of ours, not of any works, but according to his purpose, and his grace that was given to us in Christ Jesus before the world began. This has now been made clear to all through the appearing of our Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. It is to this message that I was appointed a messenger, a preacher, an apostle and a teacher of the gentiles. It is for this cause that I suffer these things also, nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I fully know and trust in the one who called me and in whom I have believed. I am fully persuaded and convinced that he is able to guard the deposit he has committed to me right through to the day of judgement."

DOCTRINES

ELECTION

CHRIST –  INCARNATION 
SUFFERING

POSITIONAL TRUTH  

DEATH

ETERNAL SECURITY


FAITH – OVERCOMING BY FAITH

Verses 13 - 14

"Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.   That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us."

Background And Analysis

Timothy is urged in this passage to hold fast what he has received from Paul and from God so that he might be the minister he has been called to be.    

As Barrett observes, this passage, "lays stress on the moral quality of the ministry" (IBID, page 97).    To be a pastor means to have daily "grit"; to be committed to daily obedience and total focus on the tasks that are part of the role you have.    

As H A Ironside paraphrases it, "Timothy don't let go of anything that you have received from God, cleave to the truth, and then in the day when you give account you will have the Lord's approval because of your faithfulness."  (IBID,  page 177).

The deposit or "good thing" is, according to one commentator, "just the scheme of divine doctrines and obligations which he has received in trust as a believer and an evangelist." (Fairburn, IBID, page 327).   

It is very likely that Paul intended it to be more than this, incorporating the gospel, and his position in Christ also.    (Refer above to discussion on verses 12 and 13).

Timothy has received from Paul the" outline" of doctrines and he is to use what he has been taught and bring his own spiritual faculties to bear upon what Paul has taught and bring them to life for the people he is to teach. It is the task of every pastor to make the doctrines he has been taught his own, and to energise them with practical application and specific instruction in a local context. 

Paul in Philippians 3:17 called on the believers to be followers of his example in word and deed and he repeats that message here to Timothy. As Paul held firm the healthy words of the Lord so must Timothy (and ourselves) if he is to serve as he should. 

Paul identifies that Timothy has "heard" these doctrines and this is the way we all get acquainted with the Word of God, we hear it from a faithful pastor, and in today's world we see it on a screen or in person, or read it in a book. In each of these ways we must express our positive volition towards the Word and take it in. 

Paul urges Timothy, and us, to build upon this positive volition and apply the things we have heard so that they might bear fruit in our lives. The fruit here is referred to as "faith and love", these two fruits of the spirit standing for the others. (Galatians 5:22-23).

The way Timothy is to guard the deposit given to him by God is "by the Holy Spirit's power", which is, Paul reminds him, in us all. Walking in the power of the Holy Spirit is the only way to serve the Lord in faithfulness, in truth, and in power. This involves confession of sin to deal with any carnality, and moment by moment obedience to what the Word says for us to do.    

It is the doctrine of "walking" in the spirit. We are to walk in the light of the Word of God and following the examples of the great men and women of God who have gone before. Our spiritual ancestors are to be on our mind often, as it is their example in life that will often give us a clue as to the correct interpretation of a difficult doctrine. 

As Paul's example gives us a good guide to follow there were others in the early church who show what we should not do. In the last verses of the chapter we see two of these men, and another great "ordinary" believer.

Application

A.
PERSONAL

We are to make the time and spend the energy to "hear" the Word of God taught and then apply it in our life. 

We are to remember that the purpose of all Bible study is spiritual growth, the evidence of which is fruit in the life. It is fruit in the life, like that of the great apostles, that is the proof of the spiritual status of a believer. There is no alternative way to live the Christian life than by walking in the power of the Holy Spirit.

We have been given the deposit of position, role, doctrine, example, and power, and we are to use all these in service for the Lord who in grace has given it all.

B.
PASTORAL

As pastors it is our role to pass on a firm foundation or "blue print" plan of Bible doctrine to all our students. As Paul passed on the doctrines to Timothy so we must pass them on to all we teach. All who have positive volition and want to learn must be taught. They are responsible for what they do with the Word but we are responsible to ensure they have it! Both they and we must walk by means of the Holy Spirit keeping short accounts with God regarding any sin in our life; confession of sin is not an optional extra!!

Conclusion

Hearing and obeying the Word is the message here. Like James in his letter, chapter one verses 19-27, Paul wants the believers to be doers of the Word and not forgetful hearers only.    God will keep them safe, but they must serve him in spirit and in truth to enjoy the blessing of it.

Paraphrase

" Your have heard the framework of doctrine from me and seen the results in the fruits of the Holy Spirit in lives, so guard the deposit that God has made in you by walking in the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit."

DOCTRINE

THE CHRISTIAN WALK

Verses 15 - 18 

" This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes. The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain: but when he was in Rome he sought me out very diligently and found me. The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day: and how many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well".

Background And Analysis

We are apt to think that the great apostles were always popular and that when they came into a town every believer would hang on their every word and follow them totally. This is not the truth. All God's men have had to endure the hatred of the "make believers" just as our Lord had.   

The warning from the Lord in John 15:18-25, and Luke 21:17, and Mark 13:13, is very important for every servant of the Lord to take on board. We expect the hatred of the devil's world but are often surprised when we are hated by those within the church, but we shouldn't be. John expresses much the same as Paul in his last letters, as he records the ones who have hated and rejected him. 2 John 10, 3 John 9, 10.

In the church we will have "refreshers" and "reversionists"; some who will rejoice with us as we grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ together, and some who will, while naming the name of the Lord, oppose us and all we do for his glory.   

Paul begins verse 15 with a very sad observation of what was common knowledge of the day, that many within the churches of Asia (the seven churches named in Revelation) had turned away from him. The verb for turned away indicates active rejection of what Paul stood for and a deliberate desertion from Paul's doctrines and from supporting of Paul in person. In effect they have left Paul to his fate in jail as if he is being judged by God for being wrong in something.     

It is hard to take this sort of rejection, as it casts doubts on your spiritual state at a time when you are vulnerable to depression, but that is just what Satan loves to do to powerful and sound believers. He will use carnal believers to drag the strong down.

The revolt from Paul is apparently being led by two men, Phygellus and Hermogenes. Their names may even be clues to their rebellion; the one means "running away" and the other "eloquent speaker". They have certainly lived up to their names, in that they have led people away from true doctrine and have beguiled them by fine words that have nothing safe or sound behind them. The great tragedy is that people who reject the toughness of the demands of the Word of God will often be led astray by sweet sounding false teachers who promise an "easy way" to spiritual growth.

The contrast is drawn directly between these men and the great believer Onesiphorus who has staked his life with Paul's and may even have lost it for the gospel's sake at this point. He was a man of refreshment; a person who would be like a cool breeze on a hot day, a person who would put his comfort last and seek to heal and help others first.    

Paul needed a friend when he was imprisoned in Rome and he had one in this great believer.   At a time when he was liable to be imprisoned with Paul for showing him support this man faithfully attended prison and fed and bathed Paul and did anything he could to make the apostle feel restored in spirit.   It was not an easy thing, as he had to really do some detective work just to find out where Paul was in jail, and he did it so that he could be there for Paul and help. How many believers take it as "the Lord's guidance" to stop doing something when it becomes hard and yet here we see the genuine heart of the spiritual believer who did not rest until he had located and brought comfort to Paul.

This man's joy was in service for the Lord's people, and he rejoiced when he found Paul and was able to devote his time and energy to helping him. This man was not just helpful in Rome but had been before in years past at Ephesus and had left that city to find Paul and help him once he knew Paul had been arrested.   The way Paul speaks makes some believe Onesiphorus has already paid the ultimate price of loyalty to Paul and been executed him self.    

A  Plummer believes that "the balance of probability is decidedly in favour of the view that Onesiphorus is already dead", ( "The Pastoral Epistles", page 324).   

W Lock agrees, "the context implies that Onesiphorus was separated from his family, probably that he was dead..." ("The Pastoral Epistles", page 90).   Both of these men use this as a reason to argue for prayers for the dead, a totally unscriptural practise, and on this basis one is tempted to deny their case whatever it's possible merits.

As Wiersbe notes, "Paul asks for present mercies for the household but future mercies for Onesiphorus, ...... , we have no proof that Onesiphorus was dead when Paul wrote the letter". ("Be faithful",  page 136).   

J R W Stott also agrees with Wiersbe, "Onesiphorus is not necessarily dead just separated by some distance now from Paul". (IBID, page 46).     

H Kent also agrees, "the most likely reason why his household alone is mentioned (both here and in chapter 4 : 19), is that Paul knew that Onesiphorus had not yet returned to Ephesus". ( "The Pastoral Epistles", page 265).

Whether he is dead or just still away from his family this man sets us the example to follow for loving service for those who suffer direct persecution for the Lord. We are not to be ashamed of the imprisonment of faithful witnesses and to take our stand beside them, to serve them and suffer with them if required. 

It was this readiness to suffer that so impressed the Romans finally, as they saw that the ranks of the martyrs would continue to be filled by eager Christians ready to lay down their lives for their Lord. This man also gives us a good idea of how to judge the person to trust in the work, that the person who serves best at home will serve best in another place. Many people think that it is easier to serve the Lord in some overseas place where they are unknown but the test for faith is where-ever we are, being ready to serve and put others first in the Lord.

The blessing of God will be upon such a man and Paul recognises this in his words. Praying for the family of such a man is always the right thing to do as they have freed him to serve and supported him in his work, and they have the grief if he has died. Behind every servant of the Lord is a family that prays for him or her, and that is ready to lose them for the Lord.   

Honouring these people is something we are often not good at today.  Families supporting their serving members is also something that we can lag behind in today.  We have all become too addicted to short term pleasure, success, and wealth that the world provides.  Most in our western churches have lost their “first love” and the passion for service that sees all earthly success as filthy rags in his sight.
We rob ourselves of blessing if we do not support and encouraged those who the Lord has called out to openly serve him. Our role may not to be an Onesiphorus in public and dangerous work but it may be to support such a one in prayer, finance and words of encouragement. There is blessing in this as in all aspects of the Lord's work, if it is done!

Application

A.
PERSONAL

Don't get discouraged believer if you see faithful men and women despised by so called "worthy" people in the church.   This is how it has always been and it always will be until the Lord returns. Keep your eyes focused on the Lord and keep your paths guided by the Word of God and so prosper without being cast down in spirit by the attacks that will come from "make believers" or carnal believers.

Are we ready to lose our life that the Lord's servants might be helped?   This is the challenge of Onesiphorus, and it is as alive today as it ever was in Paul's day. There is often a cost, a price to pay to stand for the gospel and we must be ready to pay it if we would have the blessings of the true servant of God.

Like Onesiphorus we too should look for consistency in our work and witness. He was faithful at home and then he went overseas to serve.   If we would serve in an exotic land let us first prove ourselves at home in the little things that need doing around the local church.

B.
PASTORAL

Like Paul there will come a time when we all as pastors need to be refreshed by another.    Cultivating the sort of friendship that we see here operating is what encouragement in ministry is all about.  We all need friends like Onesiphorus and they are developed over years as we are faithful in feeding them and encouraging them.  How ready are you for the attacks of false brethren?   The mental attitude of robustness and reality is required in the ministry, and with it appreciation for the support of good men which will also be the lot of the faithful pastor.

Conclusion

Have you praised God for the support of faithful friends and good men and women today?    Have you reminded yourself that the attacks of the false brethren do not prove anything about your spiritual status or position, just that they are out of line! Keep focused on the Word and in it find the will of God as you walk daily in the power of the Holy Spirit through trials and tests.

Paraphrase

"This you are well aware of, that many within the churches of the Province of Asia have rejected me and turned away from supporting my ministry or even helping me in my present distress.  The ring leaders of this rebellion are Phygellus and Hermogenes. In contrast to these is Onesiphorus, and may the Lord give special mercy and protection to his household, for he has often times refreshed my soul and body and he has never been ashamed of my chains of imprisonment. When he was in Rome he had to try very hard to find me and when he finally did located me he helped me in every way he could, thereby continuing the work and witness that he had back home in Ephesus. May the Lord bless him for all this on the judgement day."

NOTES
CHAPTER TWO

Verses 1 - 2

"Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also."

Background And Analysis

Here we are introduced to the topic of "apostolic succession", a subject that wars have been fought over, and that is vital to understand so that we may be sure what it means to, "stand on the foundation of the apostles", as we are so often urged to do by preachers today. 

The first thing to note is that it involved great commitment and effort on the part of the new generation; Timothy is urged to study and teach as he has been taught, and to stand in the power that only God can give. So whatever the "apostolic succession" means, it does not mean a person getting a great and powerful position in the church by inheritance, or election, or influence and then relaxing. To follow the apostles was to be a life time student of the Word of God and a life time teacher of the doctrines of the Word as the apostles had been before.    

As E F Scott notes, "the true apostolic succession is a series of men who will carry out the work of the apostles with the same faith and sincerity they had", ("Pastoral Epistles", page 101).

Timothy is urged to teach others, and these are described as, "faithful men".   This term indicates men who have proved that they can apply what they have heard and that as many as prove that, are to be trained. It is a plural succession not a singular one!   

Anglican writers have in the past concentrated on the singular application; "that each bishop should have been succeeded by someone who maintained the same teaching as his predecessor", (A Hanson, "The Pastoral Epistles", Page 83).   Some also want to maintain that each bishop must be “ordained” by a previous bishop, and there must be an unbroken line back to an apostle.
While some, like Hanson, keep an Episcopal model only in their minds, others get the true import of Paul's words. Mounce, for example says, "The pattern for the transmission of apostolic teaching is men training men.   Multiplication is God's method".  (IBID, page 117).    

J R W Stott also emphasises the importance of multiplication, noting that there are "four stages in the handing on of the truth, which Paul envisions: from Christ to Paul, from Paul to Timothy, and from Timothy to faithful men, and from faithful men to others also. This is the true apostolic succession." (IBID, Page 51).

For multiplication to truly work there must be a complete awareness on the part of every pastoral candidate of what is involved in this ministry business.   

Paul gives us the basics in these two verses; it is standing in grace empowered by the Holy Spirit with the purpose of passing on the message received to a new generation with everything intact in the transmission. Grace is the key word for Paul, and is the key ingredient of the gospel message. 

"Grace is God's favour bestowed upon those who have no merit of their own.  We are saved by grace, we stand in grace, and we are to walk in grace." (Ironside, IBID, Page 182).    

The emphasis that Paul gives this indicates the attacks that were besieging the church then as now from legalism. Our sinful natures prefer that we are able to "do something" for God and feel that we are important in the process rather than being recipients of grace alone, but all human works systems of spirituality are false and Timothy is being urged to "resist the prevailing mood", (J R W Stott, IBID, page 49), of legalism and hold to the truth of grace.    

All service for the believer is to be done in the power of the Holy Spirit, in a spirit of appreciation and thankfulness for what has been received, not to win any points with God or meet the demands of any "system".

Timothy is told, as a son, or rather student (“teknon”) to stand firm, or "be strong", in this grace message.   The verb indicates that he is to submit to the Holy Spirit and "receive"(passive voice) strength from God as he walks in the "sphere of grace". 

What does it mean to live, or be strong in the sphere of operation of grace? It means to be obedient to the commands we have already seen in chapter one to, walk in the Spirit, dealing with sin by confession, and feed on the Word of God daily, and apply it in your life moment by moment. It means living prayerfully and with direct application of the principles of doctrine to the details of life. It means, in short, dependence on God's power and plan for the energy and direction for your life.   

 There is a passivity and an activity involved to achieve this.   

As my old mentor here in Auckland, the Late Prof E M Blaiklock observed, "be strong in the passive/middle voice means both be strengthened and strengthen yourself. There is no need to choose which voice is prominent. It is sound theologically to see both in salutary partnership. Grace and faith must mingle to avail." (E M Blaiklock, IBID, page 102).    

Timothy is to apply himself to walking in the truth and speaking it as he has been taught. "It is the whole scheme of doctrines and duties as taught by the apostles, and which Timothy had enjoyed numerous opportunities to listen to, that is here meant", (Fairburn, IBID, page 332).

The point about the "many witnesses" should not be overlooked, as Paul is emphasising that there are no "secret doctrines" in the Christian faith, and that all is open and above board and before witnesses.   There is nothing "secret or special" about being a follower of the apostles, it is simply a matter of daily obedience to the Word of God and a life lived in the power of the Holy Spirit of God. Timothy had to place himself in the right places over many years to hear the Word taught; he had to exercise his positive volition towards bible doctrine and not only pay attention to it but also believe and apply it in his life.  

The Word of God is spoken of by Paul as a "deposit" that is committed to faithful men, and this ties the concepts here back with verses 12 and 14 in the earlier chapter. God has given us a "deposit", a great thing in itself, but just a "hint" at what is to come later. As the deposit of the earlier chapter is an extensive thing so is the concept here; as the doctrines of the Word of God are many, but yet they are only a little of what there is to be known about God, that we will know when we see him face to face.  1 Corinthians 13:12, Revelation 22:4.

 The role of the bible teacher is also made clear here. It is to teach as many as will listen and let the Word itself sort out from amongst the hearers who is going to go on to service and who is not. The evidence that the Word has taken root and is growing within is that the people who are growing will be sharing what they have learned with others. If a person is not sharing the Word with others wherever they get the opportunity they have not grown up in the grace and the knowledge of the truth!  (2 Peter 3:18).   

Every church is to be a seminary for the teaching of the Word of God and for the instructing of new pastors. We may build special seminaries to further this work, but the scriptures make clear that the local church still has this as one of its functions, after evangelism, pastoral care and spiritually feeding the flock.

Application

A.
PERSONAL

There is a challenge here to every believer to audit their own spiritual growth. Are we sharing the Word as we should be? Are we feeling the burden to "pass it on" to others or have we grown cold or lukewarm in our faith? The indicators of spiritual life and health are personal evangelism and bible teaching/sharing activity on the part of every believer.

 The other challenge here is to strength of Christian character through walking in the power of the Holy Spirit in the grace lifestyle that the Christian faith stands for. Being empowered and also empowering your self through obedience is called for; there is no alternative to walking in the power of the Holy Spirit.

B.
PASTORAL

People can only teach others, as they have been taught and so Paul makes the strong point to Timothy; 'teach these men as you want them to teach others!' The primacy of the Word is something we forget at our peril as pastors, for it is only through the faithful systematic preaching of the Word of God that the Holy Spirit sifts and sorts out those among the brethren who will go on to serve the Lord in power and those who will not. We have a role in this sifting /sorting process as we proclaim the truth that will try the hearts of the hearers.  

Multiplication is the Lord's way of growing ministries, and this must be our focus for church and ministry growth; the teaching of all faithful believers so that those who are truly obedient might go on to find the open door for service that the Lord will provide. 

Conclusion

There is so substitute for the faithful teaching of the Word of God, and there is no alternative means of spiritual growth other than to place oneself under the teaching ministry of the Word and hear and obey the Word and walk in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Paraphrase

"Because of these things (subjects of chapter one), you my student, be empowered, and strengthen yourself in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. The doctrines you have heard me teach before many witnesses you must teach, depositing them in the hearts of all faithful men, who then will be able to pass them on to many others."

Verses 3 - 7

" Thou therefore endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who has chosen him to be a soldier. And if a man also striveth for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits.   Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things."

Background And Analysis

We are to be strengthened for a purpose, for our part in a battle that must be fought and won, the "Angelic Conflict", so Paul moves now to military, athletic, and farming imagery to bring the emphasis further onto the subject of self discipline, the key character ingredient for the "successful" pastor.   

Paul is going to really underline the character that is required to achieve the Lord's "well done", which is the mark of success in ministry. Matthew 25:21-23, 31ff. With all the talk of teaching there is a danger that we get the wrong view of the pastorate.   

As C K Barrett points out, "the life of the minister is not that of the respected schoolmaster.   He must expect hardship and endure as a good soldier!" (IBID, page 101).    

Each of the three examples he will use will bring a characteristic forward that must be part of the ministers behavioural repertoire; "from the soldier endurance, from the athlete self discipline, from the farmer perseverance. (D Guthrie, "The Pastoral Epistles", page 139).

Timothy, as are all pastors, is challenged to share with Paul the rigours of the military campaign march that he might fulfil his role as a true pastor, or fellow soldier to Paul. The analogy is a strong one; the call to the pastorate is a call to arms, a call to hardship and trials, a call to battle against evil, and often a battle against despair as supplies run short and the physical pressures build to overload point.   

Toughness is being called for, as it was within the Roman Army of Paul's day. To be a "good" soldier, was to be able to tough it out on the campaign trail, and put up with all the inconvenience of the daily march and the battles on the way. Self discipline was called for, obedience to the commands of the drill manual (the bible doctrines in this context), and the superior officers (the apostles) through the Word, but mostly from our Lord himself as he opens doors for service for us and we must obediently walk through them.

Ironside notes, "the figure of a soldier suggests obedience to orders, rigid discipline, holding the body in subjection, and valour in the defence of the truth. These things should characterise all Christ's servants. The path of devotion to Christ is not an easy way. It calls for steadfast endurance and abiding faith".  (IBID, page 185).

To be a good soldier a man had to be in step with the others in his unit and not be off doing his own things; co-operation with the others in the army was called for at all times even when there may have been personal disputes between the soldiers. What a challenge and a rebuke this is to us today where because of a minor disagreement over a non-essential doctrine believers, stop fellowshipping and co-operating in the business of winning souls.      

Separatism is even looked upon as a positive thing in some churches, and this is not separation from evil and sin but from other churches that differ over prophetic interpretation, or over tongues, or church government structures. This sort of thing is not being a good soldier!!!!

The term Paul used here is the term describing the foot soldier, so his emphasis is clearly on the daily grind of soldiering and the need for obedience and commitment to do and endure everything that the commander orders. Our commander is the Lord Jesus Christ; we are his soldiers.     

In verse four he talks about entanglements that no soldier was allowed to make part of his life, without severe discipline from his commander. A soldier could not be involved in anything that would hinder his obedience to the commands of his commander; he may have hobbies and sports but all were dropped if the trumpet blew and he was to be always totally committed in the battle ready to give his life for the victory.    

There was to be no divided heart or mind in the soldier; he was to be clear in his mind that his sole reason for existence was to be a soldier and win the battles he was asked to fight. So it is with us, we are not to be "double minded" as James points out in James 1:8; we are to be focused on our task as unto the Lord and other things are to have their place behind this.   

Some have over stressed this point and urged young pastors to have no interest or enthusiasms for anything other than the Word of God; This is not scriptural, as from Paul's language and the history of the early church we know he was keen on athletics and the gymnasium but his keenness for these sports did not hinder his ministry.   

It is this that is the point; a soldier may have interests other than soldiering but they must be subordinate to his life call and work.   

As Plummer observes, "if they become entanglements instead of opportunities, he will soon lose that constant state of preparation and alertness which is the indispensable condition of success", (IBID, page 348).     

There is, Guthrie identifies, "nothing intrinsically wrong with the affairs of this life until they entangle", (IBID, page 140).

This issue of entanglements is an important one for working pastors, who labour at a daily job and preach and lead a flock in the time they have left. Such a ministry will face constant demands for his time that may leave his family without its head, and his wife without her husband, but it may be necessary to establish a church in some places.   All in the family must be ready and accepting of this for a time.
As Stott observes, "such ministers can hardly be said to contravene scripture yet there are difficulties to reconcile with the apostolic injunction to avoid entanglements, (IBID, page 53).    Great care is needed when such a ministry is being contemplated to ensure that it is able to be done with the marriage and family surviving, and with the flock receiving the care and teaching that will lead to their growth and increased impact in their community.

The mental attitude and behaviour of the pastor is Paul's main concern here, as he stresses the "war footing" that the pastor’s mind is to be at constantly.   This doesn't mean he is "driven", obsessive, angry, or one eyed but that he has the attitude that, "there is a war on", and anything that is not conducive to his fighting better in that war is to be dropped out of his life.    Such an attitude does not eliminate relaxation or recharge activities but it does eliminate anything that is a distraction and takes energy away from spiritual growth. 

Our eyes must be focused on the one who has enlisted us to serve, as it is from him that we will receive our rewards for service, and it is his opinion that alone has eternal significance.   The Roman soldier's main desire was to be seen by his commander as brave and loyal and worthy of praise and honour. Their eyes were on him in the battle for every order and for any sign of displeasure or praise; they lived and died to serve their leader, so must we. There is "just one purpose, namely to satisfy the officer who enlisted us". (W Hendricksen, IBID, page 248).

Our Lord demands our all and anything short of our all is not good enough to win his praise.   No more powerful analogy for total commitment, even ahead of the soldier, is to be found than in the athletic arena of the ancient world. This is Paul's second analogy for the pastorate. The full time athlete who aimed to win a prize at the Olympic or Isthmian Games had to compete "lawfully", in accordance with the rules of the Games, and they were strict.    

There were eight key rules (each one of which has spiritual parallels):

1.
Only citizens could enter the gymnasium to train for the games.   As with the pastorate only believers who are genuine can enter the pastorate.  Our citizenship is certified by the fruit of the Holy Spirit in our life.
2.
During the training the athlete could not leave the gymnasium, he lived and worked out there every day, and even if a relative died he was unable to leave without disqualification.   This speaks of the total separation from the old life we lived as an unbeliever we must effect if we would serve the Lord.

3.
The gym ran by trumpet calls and every call had to be answered.   The athlete had to practise total self discipline and obey every call, to miss one would mean disqualification.   So with the pastor he must answer every call of God on his life of he will fall short of the standards that are required.

4.
All athletes trained together for two thirds of the day, and only after the common exercises were completed would the athlete be able to concentrate on his own speciality.    So it is in the pastorate we must work with others in ministry and only when we have mastered the common tasks will we be able to excel in our special call.

5.
Athletes had to endure all temperatures wearing only oil and fine sand!    They were not allowed their own clothes, everything was left outside the gym.    So with all who would serve the Lord, we must serve clothed with his righteousness not any human works or good of our own.


6.
The athlete had to forego any sexual relationships while in training. Chastity is not a requirement of the pastor; if married he is to love his wife as she has a right to expect, but his heart and devotion is to be to the Lord even ahead of his wife.  He is to lead her into spiritual passion for the work of God.
7.
There were strict dietary laws that had to be followed; only wheat, lean meat, water, figs and honey was allowed, nothing else.  So it is with us, the pure food of the Word of God will be our best and only source of growth, and the sweets and fancy foods of the false teachers is forbidden.

8.
Whether the athlete agreed with the ruler of the gymnasium or not he had to be obeyed in all things.   He was totally under his authority, as the pastor is under the Lord's.

The rewards for obedience were great to the victors of the Games, above and beyond the simple crown of leaves that were awarded after the event. 

[a] 
Greek cities would cut a hole in the wall for the victor to enter through as a conquering hero.  

[b]
They would hold a victory parade, the town poet would compose a poem for the occasion, the sculptor would carve a sculpture of the athlete, there would be a victory feast, and a large monetary prize.   

[c]
The athlete was exempt from future taxation, his children were educated free by the state and he received free entry into every Games after his victory.    

[d]
There was great honour for life and renown beyond death for the athlete, how much more for the faithful pastor throughout all eternity!

[e]
Like the athlete and the soldier the farmer is also an example of character as he plans, and works and waits for the fruit of his work not expecting things to happen overnight.

It is this endurance in toil that Paul concentrates on here by focusing on the fruit that is the farmers at the end of the season. In pastoral work there may be a long time between ground preparation, sowing and harvest and yet we are called to endure and work through it all.   

"It is the man who has bathed himself in sweat to secure the harvest who has the premier title to its produce.   Labour expended on an object renders it our own". (E K Simpson, IBID, Page 132).    

As J C Ryle notes, "there are no spiritual gains without pains, our God is a God who works by means, and he will never bless the soul of that man who pretends to be so high and spiritual that he can get by without them". ("Holiness", Page 21).

Like the farmer the pastor is to be prepared to work to the point of exhaustion for the fruit that he will then enjoy at the right season; for the believer this may be the last judgement in eternity when the rewards come through to be enjoyed!    

"Beyond warfare is victory, beyond athletic effort a prize, and beyond agricultural labour a crop. In the same way Timothy's share of hardship will be followed by reward". (C K Barrett, IBID,  page 102).   

E F Scott notes, "the Christian teacher must devote himself wholly to his work, giving up all, interests that might distract him (thinking only) of the reward bestowed on the faithful worker", (IBID, page 102).

Timothy is urged to consider what Paul is saying and get the full insight into what it means so that he will keep his witness pure and powerful for the rest of his life.  

Growth and spiritual productivity requires real concentration on the Word and application of it in the details of daily life.    

"We must do the considering, and the Lord will do the giving of understanding". (J R W Stott, IBID, page 60).

Application

A.
PERSONAL

Do we as believers apply ourselves to the study of the Word as we should?  Do we have the mental attitude that translates into action that is required for the successful soldier, athlete or farmer? Anything short of this will not produce dynamic fruit in life and witness.

These principles are not for pastors alone but for all who would serve the Lord in power and with purpose. Do we seek the Lord's well done or have we lost our first love like the early church?   Revelation 2:4-7.

B.
PASTORAL

As we set the example so those who wish to follow God's will, may follow us and will copy what they have seen. Paul could urge Timothy on as he had a life that backed up the words, do we?   Where are our eyes fixed most of the time?   Are they fixed on the Lord or on the things of man?   

Do we get discouraged when fruit is not forthcoming in a ministry after a few years or are we like the farmer, patient and working to the point of exhaustion to receive the fruit, even if it is at the last judgement.

Conclusion

The analogies of these verses are a standing rebuke and challenge to the believers and pastors of all generations; let us take them to heart.

Paraphrase

"You therefore, endure evil and hardship that are a part of being a good soldier of Jesus Christ.   No man that is engaged in a military campaign gets entangled in business affairs in addition to his military duties; his sole desire is that he may be noticed and rewarded for his military prowess by the commander who enlisted him. And also if a man becomes an athlete and competes in the Games, he does not win the crown for first prize unless he has kept all the athletic rules at all times.   And also the farmer who has to work to the point of exhaustion to produce his crop is rightfully the first to enjoy the fruit of the crops. Think hard about what I am saying and the Lord give you real insight into these things."

DOCTRINES

REWARDS AND CROWNS

SOLDIER: CHRISTIAN SOLDIER IN EPHESIANS CHAPTER 6  

ANGELIC CONFLICT  

Verses 8 - 10

" Remember that Christ Jesus of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel:  wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds;   but the word of God is not bound.   Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory."

Background And Analysis

"Remember!"  This is the command for us all who would stay fruitful in Christ Jesus. As J R W Stott observes, "the epitaph over Israel's grave was that they soon forgot,.., even so the church has often forgotten Jesus Christ absorbing itself instead, now in barren theological debate, now in purely humanitarian activity, now in its own petty parochial business." (IBID, page 61).      

As we face hardship in ministry we must return to our focus upon our Lord; it is pre-occupation with him that will give us our strength and purpose through troubles. 

"Every Christian who has to endure what seems to him hardships will sooner or later fall back upon this remembrance". (A Plummer, IBID, page 354). We might add, if they don't, they will fall and not rise up again!    

In these three verses we see the three reasons why pastors may experience great pressure and hardships in their ministry.   

1.
To keep them focused on the Lord and his Word so that they remember him at all times.

2.
To open doors for the preaching of the gospel that only visible triumph over and through pressures will open.

3.
To strengthen the pastor's faith, his emphasis on grace, and his focus on eternal realities in the midst of the pressures of this world.

In verse eight Paul begins with the resurrection as the cornerstone/foundation of the faith.   The Greek word order places the resurrection ahead of the incarnation, and this is Paul's point, as it was, "the usual order of the apostolic preaching" (Plummer, IBID, page 259). The triumph over death (Cross and Resurrection) is the "good news" that places the birth of the Lord in perspective.

He is of the "seed of David", and as Jewish royalty fulfilled a plan that went back to the beginning of that nation, and as the son, to the beginning of time itself and beyond it to the divine decrees, the plan of God in eternity past.    

This salvation message is no accident but is the central drama of the history of the world and we have it to share with the world, whoever will hear us.  As we have seen above, the Lord may lead us into suffering and great pressure to open up a door of witness that otherwise would not be open.  

Paul's first imprisonment led to the evangelisation of the Praetorian Guard, and this second time may have led to contacts that Paul otherwise would not have made. We know from church history that his death and poise through the last day had a profound effect upon all who saw it. But even though there was glory through the suffering it was to Paul a terrible ordeal. He, as an innocent man was treated as though he was the worst of criminals, and he felt it. "The strength of the language indicates how deeply he felt the shame and degradation of his imprisonment". (G B Wilson, IBID, page 141).

We don't need to feel obliged to pretend that the suffering is a "small thing" when it is not!    Paul hurt deeply as a proud citizen of the Empire to be treated this way, but he didn't take it as a personal insult, for he was the Lord's ambassador, and his focus was on the role he had to fulfil.   

C K Barrett uses this as a reason to throw doubts on the authorship of Paul, saying, that it was only later that Christian were treated as such, yet Tacitus clearly tells us that this is how believers were treated under Nero.  (Barrett, IBID, page 103, compared to, Tacitus, Annals, XV.44, 2-8,).  It is clear from a number of sources that this was the norm from the persecution of the days of John’s arrest onwards, Pliny’s letters especially detailing the procedure from about fifteen years after John’s death.   Paul is no criminal but he suffered as one, but the injustice of it didn't get him down, he kept his mind fixed on his role; that he might serve others through the ministry of the Word. 

Even though Paul was in bonds the Gospel was not, and never is! The plan of God will always be achieved, and we need to keep our minds focused on this fact. Our temporary distress is not a defeat or retreat for the gospel plan but a part of it, and if we "play the man" we will see the plan unfold before us.    

The words "Play the man", come from Bishop Latimer, who called to Bishop Ridley, as both were about to be burnt at the stake for their faith in 1555, "be of good comfort Mr Ridley, and play the man! We shall this day light such a candle by God's grace in England, as I trust never shall be put out".  (Foxe's Book of the Martyrs, page 272).

"No-one will succeed in wrecking God's plan, evil men (2 Timothy 3:13), coppersmiths (2 Timothy 4: 14), or emperors (2 Timothy 4:17),...., Paul may be a prisoner in bonds but the Word of God is no prisoner (Isaiah 55 :11)". (T R Glover, "Paul of Tarsus", page 237).

Paul saw that he had a part to play for others and that he had to be faithful for others to receive the full blessing that God had for them. He was ready to endure great personal hurt that others might see and enjoy eternal blessings. His pain was acceptable if it opened the door for others to be blessed. 

"If God chose them, we ought to suffer all things for them, in order that they also may obtain salvation. For God chose us also, and as for us God suffered, so also we for them".  (P Fairburn, IBID, page 339). 

This is the self sacrificial mental attitude of the pastor, without it we cannot serve the Lord in ministry; our life is to be laid on the altar when ever and where ever it is required to further the gospel witness or encourage the Lord's people.   This readiness to suffer and die for the faith is the dynamic that set the early church apart from the self centred pagan world. Have we lost this in the church today?

Application

A.
PERSONAL

There are many challenges in these three verses.   The central one is on the subject of suffering. 

Have we become conformed to the standards of this world and it's selfishness or are we with Paul? We must chose our company on this point; Do we have the mental attitude we see here or don't we? Are we ready to withstand all pressures, especially unjust ones, if it might advance the gospel message.      

Paul says, "I endure!", present active indicative of “hupomeno”, literally "I keep on bearing up under the pressures". The soldier metaphor of the previous verses is carried on here; we are to expect pressures as soldiers of Christ in the Invisible War or Angelic Conflict.    

As Ironside says, "remember the Lord Jesus Christ, is really a battle cry!", (IBID, page 188).    Soldiers yell their battle cries at the heat of the battle when they attack and when they are most danger, so must we remember Him and His words when we are in danger.

B.
PASTORAL

As pastors we are to be ready to hazard our lives for the sake of the growth and witness of the saints. 

We are, like the farmers of verse six, to work to the point of exhaustion to achieve the purpose the Lord has for us, and as his soldiers we are to be ready to die that others might truly "live" for the Lord as they recall our witness unto death. This was Paul's challenge as he wrote these words, and it may one day be ours. Let us build the doctrines now within our soul that we might be as Paul was, and have the blessing he now enjoys with his Lord.

Paraphrase

"Keep on bringing to remembrance that Christ Jesus was raised from the dead, the seed of David, the Lord, this is my gospel!   It is in preaching this that I keep on enduring great pressures and suffering as if I was the worst of criminals, and am even now in chains.    But the Word of God is not, and never is, bound!   For this reason I keep on enduring all things that happen to me for the sake of those chosen ones of God, that they might also, with me, obtain the salvation, which is in Christ Jesus with the confidence of eternal glory."

DOCTRINES

RESURRECTION

PLAN OF GOD

ANGELIC CONFLICT  

Verses 11 - 14

" It is a faithful saying: for if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: if we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: if we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. Of these things put them in remembrance, charge them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers."  

Background And Analysis

Paul begins with a "well known quotation" (H Kent, IBID, Page 271), from the early church that calls all believers to powerful reality in their faith and witness.   The key word again is, "remember!" 

While some would see that the reference to death in verse eleven is to "baptism" rather than martyrdom (A T Hanson, IBID, page 85), a closer look makes it clear that Paul's subject is neither directly, but in one sense both! He is going from the most serious challenge to the believer to the least; from the challenge to die as a martyr, to the challenge to suffer in life, to the challenge to deny him by words or deeds.   We are baptized into the Lord’s body and his plan for us.
We all died with Christ in his death (Positional Truth – illustrated by baptism), and if we are called to die as he did at the hands of evil men then we will not lose anything of our position in him by such a death.    The issue is, that in all things, if believers keep their mind fixed on the Lord there is glory ahead and blessing, be it through a life of prosperity or a life of pain.   The believer who suffers does not miss out on anything, they may even receive greater blessings in eternity.

Paul begins by reminding us that to die for or in the Lord is to live forever with him. Death for the believer is not defeat, nor the end, except of this life, rather it is the beginning of everlasting life. Death is simply the doorway to being "face to face" with our Saviour and Lord.

This is a powerful section that centres in the faithfulness of God and the certainty of our position because of His faithfulness to us. This certainty is underlined by the indicative moods of the first two verbs; we died with him in his death, through our position in him through faith (Doctrine of Positional Truth), and the truth of this is paralleled by the fact that we will live with him forever.    

We may fail and change over the years, being in and out of fellowship with him, through occasional sin, but he never changes, and nor does our eternal position. The certainty of Colossians 3:1-4 is reflected here and is reinforced, as we should expect in the life of a mature believer who is facing his own death.    

"The only stable security in a Laodicean age against the prevalence of the gates of hell consists of divine faithfulness…..The foundation of God stands sure because he cannot deny himself.    His essential veracity forms the primary axis of the universe". (E K Simpson, IBID, page 135).    

"He remains perpetually true to his declarations and promises whether we accredit them or not". (P Fairburn, IBID, page 341).

The Christian life is one of constant challenge to remain true to the faith delivered to us in the face of opposition. It is a challenge to be met with courage and commitment, with these points about God's faithfulness in mind. 

The "enduring of hardships is especially the lot of ministers", (C K Barrett, IBID, page 113), and we must have focus as we endure, and that focus is to be the unchangeable character of the God who called us and guarantees our position and place with him forever.   

“God can do everything consistent with being himself", (J R W Stott, IBID, page 65), and this means that although we will fall short of his requirements he will never fall short of ours. We may, under pressure, deny that we are sons of God and if we do he will deny us the rewards and blessing in time that are ours as his sons; in short we will be disciplined, we will receive the punishment in time that we deserve. We may be corrected by the consequences of our own foolish decisions.
As believers we, in effect, choose each day whether we live in the place of blessing, in his hand and fruitful, or under his hand and experiencing his love through correction.  We live in Hebrews 12:5-3, or in Galatians 6:22-24!

Suffering is not, as we have seen a "strange thing" for servants of God, it is to be expected. To live in faith is to join the heroes of the Old Testament mentioned in Hebrews 11, especially in verses 36-38, where the fate of many is recorded. 

To suffer for the ministry is to suffer with the heroes of old and to share their destiny of blessing and rulership in the world that is to come.   Mark 13:13, Luke 21:17, John 15:18-25, John 17: 14-19,  Revelation 7:9-17, Luke 19:11-27.    

We will reign with him later as surely as we are in him now, but the extent of our service then would appear to be related to the extent and faithfulness of our service now.

Even if we get to the sorry spiritual state where we don't even know what we believe any more the Lord remains faithful to us. Our carnal state means we have robbed ourselves of blessing in time, eternal rewards and rulership position in eternity, but we do not lose our place there!    

In Christ we are his, we are a part of him, in personal union with him, and we cannot be denied a place in eternity for he cannot deny himself a place there. We cannot fall through his preserving hands as believers for we have become through union with him fingers on those hands. John 6:36-40. Loss of rewards, in time and eternity, does not mean we lose our salvation!

There is serious urgency in the command to remind the believers of these things, as our inner mental stability depends on our being sure of our eternal security, especially if we are to face death for our faith.  It is a catastrophe (from Greek root for subvert) if believers get away from the certainties of their faith and argue about non-essentials. We are to be careful not to get into "word wars" about things that do not prepare our fellows for persecution.   

Given our position in Christ and the danger we are surrounded by in the devils world, we are to spend our time on things that will build up our inner strength and resolve to suffer all things, we are not to waste time debating anything else. 

Ironside sums it up, as he always does with clarity.   "It is easy to become occupied with minor details in regard to the Christian message, which after all, have nothing to do with the great fundamental issues, we are called to contend for the faith not to be contentious." (IBID, page 193, 194).

Application

A.
PERSONAL

How clear are we as believers of our eternal position in Christ Jesus? There is no substitute when facing pressures to a solid grounding in the certainties of our position in Christ and what that means for us in time and eternity. We have died with him in his death and been raised with him in his resurrection to newness of life and we will live with him forever!    

Heaven is an important subject for us all to know, take comfort in, and be challenged by, for while our place in heaven is secure our role, rewards, and position is not, it depends on our service in time.

As heaven is a forgotten topic for many believers so the doctrine of suffering is another neglected one. We will suffer for him in some way and the way we take the suffering will determine our spiritual effectiveness in it and our blessing because of it. If under pressure we fold up and deny him we will be denied position and blessing, but the good news is we cannot lose our place in his body.   We may lose our rewards but not our place with him as a child.   We may be prodigal children but God still sees us as his own even when we spend much of our time in "far countries", that we have no business being in.  Luke 15.

The great tragedy we see when believers lose their way spiritually is a culpable one; they are to be blamed for their disobedience and they will be disciplined for it, but they are not cast out of the body, and we must be sure we do not abuse them but rather restore them.  Galatians 6:1.

Our stability is rooted in the character of God and our mental security is grounded in this through our knowledge of the doctrine of the character of God. There is no substitute for knowledge and application of this doctrine in every believers life. Without it there is no strength in pressure and no calmness facing death.

If we are rooted and grounded in these things we will be resisting the temptations that abound to get side tracked into non-essential things. Debate about anything other than issues of supreme importance for the purity of the Word is sinful. There must be no word wars amongst us as believers rather we must concentrate in building each other up that each might be stronger and stronger to face the pressures that are our lot within the devils world.

B.
PASTORAL

As pastors the priorities for our preaching are set clearly here. Telling all believers of the rich position they have in Christ Jesus is the first thing new converts should to taught.  

Then they must be thoroughly taught the nature and character of God that they might build their faith-rest upon Him rather than upon any strength they have humanly speaking.    

The doctrine of eternal security is another than needs real emphasis that believers might be stronger in their service and ready to place their life in the line as required by their ministry.   It is our responsibility also to ensure that word wars do not break out and if they do that we correct both sides and get them back on track onto things that matter. It is spiritual "profit" that we must seek not winning debates.

Conclusion

There is no substitute for doctrine being known and applied, and there is no strength in the Christian life through any other means other than the practise of the word in daily life.

Paraphrase

"This is a faithful saying well known in the churches, that as we have been placed in union with Christ we have died to our old life in him and been raised to newness of life, and we shall live forever with him! If we stand up in his power in any suffering for his witness, then we will reign with him in eternity, but if we fold up and fail under pressure, denying him, then we will lose our temporal and eternal rewards. If we get to the point where we don't even know what we believe, even then he remains faithful to us for we are in him and he cannot deny himself! Of all these things you must constantly keep reminding the believers as you would in the Lord's physical presence. Order them that they take no part in word wars about non-essential things that have no useful purpose in the light of what we are to face. We need our people built up to help them face pressure and possibly death we don't need word wars that turn peoples faith upside down!"

DOCTRINES

REWARDS AND CROWNS  

SUFFERING  

POSITIONAL TRUTH  

ETERNAL SECURITY  

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

Verses 15 – 19

" Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymaeneus and Philetus; who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some. Nevertheless, the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, 'the Lord knoweth them that are his'.    And, 'let everyone that named the name of Christ depart from iniquity'." 

Background And Analysis

This is a well known and well quoted passage that has daily challenge and encouragement for us. As we go through these epistles we have seen that the requirement for service is that we resist sin and avoid distraction from our task, and that we do this daily! All this depends on a daily commitment to studying and applying God's precious word; a mental attitude that puts God's will for us ahead of all other considerations.   

A heavenly perspective is required where the thought of being ashamed in heaven as we stand before the Lord will daily keep us from sin and from anything that would lead us away from his path for each of us.

The command to "study to show" is a strong one as you see from the verb. It means to exert oneself, with zealous commitment, to really be industrious in our application of the word to life.   The reason for this commitment is seen in the second verb, to present oneself. It reminds us that we are all to give an account of our lives since being saved before the judgement seat of Christ, 1 Corinthians  3:11-15, 9:24, 25, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10, Revelation 22:12. 

The only person whose opinion really matters over our lives is the Lord who bought us, and he will have us before him where we will be held accountable.

In the ancient world there were lots of "fake" products and the Romans, with their typical efficiency produced a "stamp" of approval that told the buyer of goods,( especially large antique Greek pots), that the goods were genuine and not secretly patched up “seconds”, or cracked old pots that had been repaired with colored wax and would fall apart when the heat of the sun shone upon them. Such goods were "dokimos", approved as the genuine article, and so are we to be proved, by our witness and works. In the Lord's work there have always been men who won the approval of their peers but not God's approval, and Timothy and ourselves are urged to be "genuine", even if like the prophets of old we are in the minority.   

We are to be genuine and also to be "workers". There is a dignity in hard work that the believer is not to shy away from. We have already seen the strong metaphors used in earlier verses that remind us that the business of the pastorate is tough, and so here it is reiteration rather than a new concept. 

The “ergates” was a hard manual worker or tradesman who got his hands dirty and clothes soaked in perspiration, such is to be the mental attitude of the pastor that he is ready to exert himself like the best manual worker.    

Fairburn says, "like the sincere and honest workman he must go right on in his use of the word, maintaining it in its integrity and applying it to the greatest spiritual ends for which it has been given". (IBID, page 344).   

"Paul is to be a workman not a quibbler". (W Hendricksen, IBID, page 262).

There is no shortage of explanations for what "cutting a straight furrow" might mean.   Chrysostom believed it meant, "driving a straight furrow in your proclamation of the truth", and Bauer, Arndt and Gingrich note that it means, "to cut a straight path so that the traveler may take the most direct route to their destination". (J R W Stott, IBID, page 67).   

The issue is to get the application right, that the pastor must handle the word of God in such a way as to be clear, straight and direct that the people might be helped. Both the road builder and the ploughman are doing what they doing for others, not themselves, and this is the pastors focus also.  As Simpson notes, "it enjoins on every teacher of the Word straight forward exegesis. As the subject matter is trustworthy let it be trustily handled". (IBID , page 137).

He is to handle the Word in a way that helps others not in a way that confuses them. He is to go out of his way to avoid (shun) the very possibility of confusing others in his Bible teaching.   

If teaching does the job it is intended for people will have spiritual benefit and the possibility of growth for every minute of study while the alternative is a waste of time; Godly study and teaching is "special" and powerful on the life of the hearer, but the "babblers" message is empty of meaning and useless for spiritual growth.   Those who don't handle the Word in a straight way are like spreaders of cancer, they will distract and lead astray believers into things that will destroy their spiritual life and witness.   

Jesus had told his disciples that the false teachers would be recognized by their fruits, Matthew 7:13-23.  Their fruit is evil, leading people into ungodly lives, killing their witness and joy as surely as cancer kills the physical body.  We are to see false teaching as dangerous as cancer, for it kills the soul for all infected by its satanic power.  

Two such men are introduced to us in Hymeneus and Philetus. These were men, like our modern liberals, who believed they were the "progressives", and the "correct", so called "modern" thinkers yet their works were destructive on the spiritual lives of all who followed them. Like so many modern false teachers they attacked the reality of the future physical resurrection. Paul calls them for what they are and so must we in our day to all who would follow them.    

The great danger is that they undermine and destroy the faith of some whose understanding is not as good as their own, and whose simple faith would have kept them but the false teachers' words destroyed their trust in what they did believe. 

The same man, Hymeneus, that Paul had warned against in 1 Timothy 1:20, is still active, although with a different partner now, and he is still leading believers astray and forming small splinter groups. It is a hard thing when you see this over years and wonder why the Lord leaves such people around to mislead his people.   

They will be judged but in God's time and before they go they are used to sift and sort the believers and pastors out that we might resist them and be true and stable in our faith in the Lord and his word. We must spot them quickly by applying Biblical tests to their lives and work, protect our flocks from them, and separate ourselves from them.

The resurrection was and is the centre of the faith, and will remain the main target of all who oppose the truth, as Guthrie notes, "no wonder they overthrow the faith of some, since Christianity without the resurrection ceases to be a living faith". (IBID, page 149).    

Every possible attack on the resurrection was made in the early years of the church and all the false teachers of our day do is re-invent the old satanic approaches.  

The Greeks found the doctrine hard to accept as they had a dualistic view of the world that saw the body as evil and the spirit as good and longed to be free of the body completely, so a new body forever was not in their plans.   

As the Lord's disciples had to maintain the truth in a time and context where compromise and change would have possibly speeded up the spread of the gospel so must we, for a gospel without the resurrection is not the biblical gospel!   

"The Christian doctrine of the resurrection of the body met with a natural resistance among Greek thinkers, and the tendency would be to explain it away in purely spiritual, intellectual or mystical terms". (A T Hanson, IBID, page 87).

When we face false teachers who have been in the church a long time we often find ourselves saying, "who then is a believer?" , and so Paul notes that the Lord does know those who are truly his and we must judge things by what we see and hear on the basis of the Word of God.    

The main sign we can use is that of "fruit inspection"; taking Matthew 7 as our guide and Galatians 5 as our checklist we must look into the lives and production of the teachers we know and see what they produce personally and in their disciples. True Biblical teaching will always produce holiness and righteousness with people who stand for doctrine and against sin.    

As Stott reminds us, "we would be wise to ask ourselves regarding every kind of teaching, both what its attitude is towards God, and what is its effect upon men". (IBID, page 70).

Application

A.
PERSONAL

Every believer must be obedient to the Word and hear their faithful pastor as often as they are able, in order that they might be strengthened in true doctrine and so be better able to resist the false that will be always there to assail our ears from the Hymeneus, Philetus, and Alexander's of our day.   We must all give account of our lives to our Lord, and we should be keen that every day is one lived for him in opposition to false doctrine and practise.

False teaching is like cancer and it kills the soul and spirit; vigilance is the price of spiritual life and freedom. The resurrection faith is what we all must know and hold to. How well do you know these doctrines? Are you able to see through the false teachers who come in to “philosophize away” the basic truths of our faith? Be a fruit inspector of all teachers, and avoid like the plague any that do not measure up against these verses.

B.
PASTORAL

False teachers must be exposed and rebuked and believers be warned against them. In our day when false teachers will take the church to court if they are rebuked we must be more careful with our words but no less clear in what they mean. Believers must be publicly warned against those who would lead them into false views of doctrines. As good workmen we must oppose every shoddy and false teacher we find. They are a personal insult to our Lord and we should feel them as such.

There is a solemn warning to pastors in these verses, as with all others in this letter. When we speak it must be to some effect. There is to be no "babbling" empty words from a godly pastor.  If we speak there must be spiritual gain from it or we should rewrite our notes! We must be "hungry for" or persistently zealous for sound teaching and when we teach it should be simple and clear, cutting a straight furrow through the fields of doctrine so that all can follow it.   

Dr J Vernon McGee, on Thru the Bible Radio, used to say, "put the cookies of the Word on the bottom shelf where the kiddies can get them". What he meant by that was that all Bible teaching should be able to be used by all ages of believers. Any teacher can make something complicated. Our challenge from Paul is to make everything as simple as it can be so that all who hear are built up, never confused.

The preaching of the resurrection faith is our role and we must guard and preach it as those of the first century had to. The Lord holds us accountable for our preaching and our lives; they must both proclaim the truth for which Paul was to die!

Paraphrase

"Be persistently zealous to show yourself the genuine article as a Christian.  We should all be like a faithful and good worker who never needs to be ashamed of his work, but like a good ploughman always ploughs a straight furrow.  Go out of your way to avoid, at all costs, the empty useless babblings of the false teachers, for they only produce more and more ungodly lives in their hearers.   Their teaching are like cancer that eats away at spiritual life until their is only death.   Two such teachers are Hymeneus and Philetus, who have got right away from the truth by saying that the resurrection has already taken place; such a lie has undermined and destroyed the faith of some. However, God is not mocked, nor has he lost control, He knows those who are his and those who are not!   So, let everyone who truly calls upon the Lord's name leave the life of iniquity for the life of righteousness."

DOCTRINES

REWARDS AND CROWNS  

JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

RESURRECTION  

SEPARATION

Verses 20 - 22

" But in a  great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. If a man therefore purge himself from these , he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the masters use, and prepared unto every good work. Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart."  

Background And Analysis

This section appears to follow on from the thought that Paul expressed in Romans 9:21-25, where he noted that we decide by our obedience, or lack of it, what sort of ministry we can be given and complete here on earth. If we are obedient to the Lord and his word we may be used for high and noble uses to advance his kingdom, but if we are disobedient or neglectful we are still used but it is for low or base purposes; one has a use like that of a golden cup at a feast the other a use as a chamber pot to carry the bodily waste away in.   Both are needed, and both are useful in their place.
The vessels of honour in the ancient world were vessels that lasted, but the "base" ones of wood or baked clay/earth would chip and eventually be thrown away. Perhaps the Lord's own analogy in John 15 of the good and bad branches on the vine is in view here also. Paul certainly has in mind that the person can change, they are not made by God a vessel of dishonour, but they do that to themselves by disobedience.   They are still useful, and will be used, but not as they could have been.
As E M Blaiklock notes the vessels of dishonour "were salvageable". (IBID , page 108).    

"If a man cleanses himself from whatsoever is dishonourable he will be an instrument for noble purposes". (R H Mounce, IBID, page 130).

Paul is beginning from the point that we, as members of the Royal Family of God have a great position in Christ Jesus (Colossians 3:1-15), and are by our position to be living as royalty now, with the decorum and dignity of those who live in great houses with gold and silver vessels as their "normal" utensils.   

As E F Scott says, "a Christian must keep free of those evil thoughts and practises which cause certain men to be unworthy of their place in the great house". (IBID, page 114).    

As Barrett notes also, "the Christian ideal is to be a servant fit in every way to do the Lord's will". (IBID, page 107).

The context of this passage is the earlier discussion of the false teacher and one commentator suggests that Paul may be reflecting on them here as well as applying general principles to all church members. "In a house the wood and pottery vessels eventually chip or break and must be replaced, but the gold and silver ones are never destroyed. So in the church, false teachers arise from time to time, but eventually their worthlessness is recognized and they are removed". (H Kent, IBID, page 277).    

Sin and false doctrine does not have any future, other than judgement; if a man does not judge his own conduct and change, God will judge him and he will be removed in God’s time and God’s way. John 15:6, 1 Corinthians 11:28, 31, 32,  2 Corinthians 13:5.

 The Boy Scouts motto is  "Be Prepared", and this should be the motto of us all as believers.    We should be prepared for all good work that we can possibly do for the Lord in his will. To be ready to serve spiritually we must be spiritual ourselves.  "A sound moral condition is above all things essential to fitness for effective ministerial service in the divine kingdom. Other things may be more or less helpful but this is indispensable". (G B Wilson, IBID, page 147).    

There is a constant series of warnings throughout scripture to maintain holiness, reminding us that we must be holy for the Lord we serve is holy, 1 Peter 1:15, 16, Leviticus 11:44, 19:2, 20:7.  There are two sides to this command, both to resist and deal with sin and to then put on righteous behaviours. 

We cannot live in a vacuum, if sin is rejected and pushed out of life, it must be replaced by something good or worse sins will fill the gap.  Matthew 12:43-45, Colossians 3:8-15. "The way to cleanse oneself is to become detached from that which is evil and attached to that which is good". (W Hendricksen, IBID, page 271).

We must purge out the evil from us. What does this mean? It means to confess our sin and set our life on a path away from temptations and evil. The verb is in the aorist subjunctive reminding us that at every time we are tempted we must resist (aorist), and that there is always the choice for us to obey or not (subjunctive mood).    

The word purge has a religious significance, recognizing that we are purging things out that we might be of service for God, and that without this purging we will not be "clean" for temple service. We are to be sanctified or "set apart" mentally and physically for the master’s service, as only then will we be "meet" for his work. This word for "meet" means appropriate for the use intended. To be just right for God to use we must be both pure of sin and ready through applied doctrine in our soul.

"To purify ourselves from these is essentially to purge their falsehood from our minds and their wickedness from our hearts and lives.   Purity then - purity of doctrine and purity of life - is the essential condition of being serviceable to Christ,....  we are to crucify the flesh and walk in the Spirit. It is the ruthless rejection of the one in combination with the relentless pursuit of the other which scripture enjoins upon us as the secret of holiness". (J R W Stott, IBID, page 73, and page 75).

The next command is a simple one, "flee!" It means as noted, "run for your life ", from the sin that will destroy your ministry and rewards. We all too often do not see sin as this dangerous and so lull ourselves into false security in places of danger.    

The lusts of the old sin nature are always dangerous and always destructive when they get control over the soul. We cannot resist them, as was noted above, without replacement of the sins with their opposites.  The fruits of the Holy Spirit are mentioned as the alternative, and we are to call on the Lord from our pure heart; prayer being the best regular habit that will keep us focused on God rather than sin.    

Once again the word for pure (“katharos”) is a word associated with priestly service, and that is our role as ambassadors for Christ; we are priests representing Him before an ever observing  world.    There is no room for compromise here, our Lord and master is watching more thoroughly even than the pagan world is!   

As Calvin noted, "that all who would consecrate themselves to the Lord must purge themselves from the filthiness of the ungodly". (Quoted in P Fairburn, IBID, page 355).   Now John Calvin took this way too far in his legalism and self effort, but his point is valid, and let us not reject it because we reject him as a man who we would not enjoy living with.
The fruits of the Holy Spirit come from our study and application of the Word to life. The ones Paul chooses here to stand for all are instructive. God calls us to make the change sin our lives his way, and that means by feeding on the Word of Life in the filling of the Holy Spirit, and through worship, prayer and fruit of the Spirit allow the Spirit to transform our lives from the inside outwards.  
Righteousness stands to the fore, as without God's standards of character being met we cannot serve him.  In the Holy Spirit’s power we can be purified, but not by works of our own righteousness or we will simply resemble a bitter and negative Calvinist.  We are not to pursue legalism, but Holy Spirit filled living.
Next comes faith, as the word of God must be believed and applied to life.    It is application that proves our belief in reality.  James 2:14-26.  The devils are all good theologians, they believe that Jesus is King of all kings and Lord of all lords, for they know it all too well, and they tremble at the reality behind that thought.  Our outworking of faith must be better than the devils – we ought to be doing more than trembling at the truth!
Love (agape) for others, in the sense of ultimate concern for their everlasting well being is the key to the believers dealings with all men, and without it we cannot serve him through the gospel message.   

Peace will then follow in our life and will be the characteristic of our dealing with others; the calm spiritual prosperity of the soul of the mature believer is one of the magnets that draw others to the Lord and his word. This is the purpose of fruit, that it might advertise to all, showing just what God can do with a yielded sinner who is saved by and lives in grace.

Application

A.
PERSONAL

What will it be for us as believers?  Will we be vessels for honour or for dishonour? Will we deal with sin and so fulfill the best service for our Lord, or will we be disobedient and so fall short of blessing and honour. The mental attitude of the believer is in view here also, as we are challenged to think and act as priests of the Most High God, purging away from our lives any sin that might cause us to fall short of his holy requirements.    The challenge to "flee" must be taken in all its urgency; our spiritual lives depend upon it.

B.
PASTORAL

As pastors we face a daily battle against sin, as does every believer, and we must be alert to the dangers. We too are in danger of being relegated from table service to being a toilet utensil if we fail to deal with the threat that sin poses to our effectiveness.

Conclusion

There is no alternative to spiritual growth and purity of life; without either there is no service!

Paraphrase

" And so in a great house there are not only valuable vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and pottery, with some being vessels with an honourable use, while others are used for less honourable tasks.   If a man purges out of his life the sins that trip him up he will be like a valuable vessel of honour, set apart for the masters special use, ready for the right purpose, prepared for every good work.   Flee for your life therefore from youthful lusts but pursue as a hunter would the fruit of the Spirit, righteousness, faith, agape love, peace; for these are part of the life of all who regularly call upon their Lord out of a pure heart."

DOCTRINES

MATURITY

SPIRITUALITY

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

Verses 23 - 26

" But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes. And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves: if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth and that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will."

Background And Analysis

In contrast to the false teacher the genuine pastor is urged to follow this prescription for useful and profitable service. The false teacher may yet be saved from judgement and the pastor must by his behaviour and teaching try to deal with the actual and potential victims of false teaching as well as have an eye open to the possibility that even the false teachers themselves might be convicted and change.  

The evil results of the false teacher may create in us what we may call a "holy anger", but it is just plain old fashioned rage, and it is not useful in the Lord's service. Our anger at evil does not have any impact on evil! When we get angry and quarrelsome to try in our own great knowledge to convict and change the false teacher we are simply full of pride and our efforts will achieve what pride and arrogance can achieve.    Paul is calling us here to a higher way.   

"Only if we are gentle not quarrelsome, as the Lord's true servants, will God grant our adversaries repentance, knowledge of the truth and deliverance from the devil".  (J R W Stott, IBID, page 80).

First, don't buy into their errors, and argue on things that don't matter or are off the main subject. You, as the true pastor, must select the ground on which you want to fight, or rather must fight to maintain the truth. We are in danger if anger leads us of doing equal damage to the cause of Christ as the false teacher has done.  "The combination of unbiblical speculations and uncharitable polemics has done great damage to the cause of Christ". (Stott, IBID, page 77).   

It has been with great sorrow that the author has seen well meaning men and women try to defend the Word with anger at an attack and by so doing have given way to more evil, and closed the door to the gospel with a crash that was audible!

The two categories to avoid are spelt out; foolish and unlearned questions. They are, "the mark of an ignorant or unlearned man", (Hendricksen, IBID, page 274), and show that the person you are dealing with is off the track of logic and in their own little world.    The way back is not to join him there and argue but rather to try to by the basics of the gospel get him back to the central issues. 

Don't be distracted from the real issue by the arguments of the false teacher! Stick to the things that are God's policy statements not the quotes and opinions of men. The faithful pastor avoids these things by simply teaching verse by verse through the Bible, taking point by point the policies of God as they arise and firmly, and with love making application to the lives of the saints. Any alternative will give birth to “word battles” which go no-where. We must not fight word wars with people. There is no room for the pulpit being the zone for bullying, it is the place for simple proclamation of God's policy not the pastors.

All teaching, especially corrective teaching must be done in love (Ephesians 4:15), and that means that we must be "gentle", skillful in teaching, and patient with those who find the things of God hard to grasp after their years on the other side. Lets examine each characteristic for Bible teachers to have in their communication of the Word.

1.
Gentle - the emphasis here is on healing and soothing wounds. All too often we forget the objective in corrective teaching, that the people who have been led away might be recovered and healed of their errors. The message must be given with healing as its objective not proving yourself right!

2.
Apt to teach - skillfulness in teaching is important and that involves training. God uses prepared people, and we must train to be more useful. Paul learned many lessons at the feet of Gamaliel and he drew on all his pre-Christian and post Christian experiences to make himself a better communicator of the truth; so must we!

3.
Patient - so that we might reach our goal. This means a readiness to put up with some things in order to make the points we need to that will open the door further for change in the confused believer or false teacher. It means that we don't expect a person who has taken years to get into a spiritual mess to be sorted out in a few hours. It may take many talks over many weeks or months to deal with false teaching.

4.
Meekness - is not the most popular thing today, although this tends to be because the Biblical definition is not known. Biblical meekness involves a spirit free of self interest, not seeking revenge, or any selfish objective but focused on keeping calm and clear towards the person that you desire to reach with the truth.

5.
Instructing - involves working like the military drill instructor in a systematic and thorough way to reach the training objective, with rewards and punishment to ensure they stay on the right track.   

Timothy is to remember that these people have actively opposed him and they have reasons, even if they are wrong, and they must be won back in a Christian way if that be possible. 

"His gentleness will not always be reciprocated or even appreciated. His teaching will at times meet with ridicule and abuse, with insult and injury. When this happens he must be patient under injuries. He must hold up under evil." (Hendricksen, IBID, page 275).

It is hard to obey these words but this is the task we are called to when we face evil teaching and the confused people who are peddling it. Our focus must be always on the saving and or delivering of the person in error. "Even the bitterest opponents if they are treated patiently will perhaps be led to change their mind and admit the truth." (E F Scott, IBID, page 116).   

It is easy to begin to resent the false teacher and especially resent the time it takes to correct them and those who have gone off after them. We are well reminded by the commentators here of this danger. One notes, "there is no place for resentment in the life of the Christian leader.    It eats away at the one who imagines he has been wronged and spreads a grim pessimism that affects everyone else. 

God's work cannot be carried on in an atmosphere charged with anger and resentment. The Christian must be a gentle person." (R Mounce, IBID, page 132 and page 131).

We must have our eyes open to what God "might" do rather than to what we see in the life of the heretic.   The word "peradventure" brings this home to us. We don't know what is in God's plan for the false teacher or for the foolish believer that has willfully gone off on a tangent; perhaps their very sinful fall away from the truth will be used by God to bring greater glory to the Word and the Lord. Many who were once cultists are now active evangelists for the truth.    

We are always to look at people with the "perhaps" mental attitude; perhaps God is going to use this person more than ever before?  Our desire is that they might repent, or change their minds about the truth, and so be delivered from judgement and retrained for useful service. It is frustrating to train and retrain those who should not have got off the track in the first place but this is the call of the pastorate.   

As Kent reminds us, "he must regard his ministry as involving the continuing educating of those who are immature and misinformed, but must remember to carry out this instruction with meekness." (IBID, page 279).

Verse twenty six makes it clear that Paul considered such people as the false teachers and their converts as those who have been made prisoners of war through their own foolishness.   He uses the metaphor of drunkenness in the use of the word recover, indicating that the people have got out of their right minds through drink and the pastor is helping them sober up.   

The other metaphor involves a snare or trap that they, being out of their right mind have not seen before it captured them and held them tight. This is an important picture again emphasizing that those who are captured by the enemy are those who are not alert to his devices, nor have they been vigilant concerning sin in their lives.   All these points are repeated by Peter in 1 Peter 5:8-9, as they had been earlier by James in James 4:7-8.

Satan does not want to kill believers he prefers to capture their will and get them acting in such a way as to bring discredit on the gospel and the Lord.    Satan’s malice means he wants to destroy the soul, the reputation, the joy and the witness, long before he kills the body.
Believers who become slaves to sin and the false teaching of the devil (1 Timothy 4:1) are easily led by Satan into all sorts of activities that bring destruction upon themselves, and disgrace upon the Lord's name and the gospel message. Lack of knowledge and application of the doctrines of the Word of God open us to all sorts of foolishness.

The pastor must not deviate from proclaiming God's doctrines and policies for this reason; without the clear teaching of the doctrine of God's Word there is no safety for the believer. We are safe when obedient to the Word, and we are in danger when we move away from it.

Application

A.
PERSONAL

How safe are you from the dangers we looked at here? The only safe place is close to the Lord and his Word, with daily application of what we know. We must also as believers be ready to show the patience described here regarding our fallen friends who have got away from the truth. We must keep the "perhaps" mental attitude towards each of them.   

Christianity has been criticized by some atheists for our habit of writing off our false teaching brethren, and in effect "shooting our own wounded". These verses are a call to remember that while a believer is alive there is hope that they might repent and we should do all we can to make that possibility into a reality, and do nothing that might hinder their path back.    

This does not mean we accept sin, we cannot. It does not mean that we fail to exercise discipline in our churches and cast out the false teacher and sinning brother, but that when we do we are ready to receive them back after repentance. 

It also means we say or do nothing that might close the door of future fellowship in the fallen brother's mind; anyone leaving the church must be left with the clear impression that the door is open on repentance, and that there will be joy if it occurs.

B.
PASTORAL

As Pastors we are confronted again with the demand to uphold a Christ like character in our dealings with those who are most frustrating. We may feel that the truth of the Word has been violated and the Lord insulted by a person's words or actions but we must keep the issues practical and clear in our mind. 

Our personal feelings are an irrelevancy, the objective is that the person may be recovered and restored to usefulness within the church. We are not to buy into their fights, nor necessarily take them on at all points, but select our approach with an eye to their deliverance from Satan's hold, not our winning an argument. We do not know what God might yet do with these people.

“No Distractions” is to be our daily battle cry. We are called to correct, reprove, instruct, and encourage people back to the truth that will place them back on the path of godly service.
Conclusion

Keeping our eyes fixed on God's perspective rather than our own interests is at the heart of this passage. God does not need our anger at the insults to him, for he wants us to focus on getting these foolish people back from Satan who captured them. 

They are responsible for their own capture but we are not to treat them like a kitten who has soiled our mat, we are not to rub their noses in their mess, nor say "I told you so".

Paraphrase

"But avoid all stupid questions that have no purpose, and things that flow from uneducated minds. You know these things cause further arguments and fighting, and as the Lord's servant you are not to be known as a fighter over things that don't matter.   Your job is to be gentle, a healer of wounds not a giver of them.   You are to be trained in communication so that you go about the task of correction in the best most intelligent manner.   You must be patient, ready to put up with evil to achieve the higher good of correcting a person who needs it.   You must be free of malice and any personal agenda in this work;   there is no room for vengeance or revenge.   The job is to instruct these people as a basic training officer would in the army, systematically and thoroughly with the end in view.   We don't know what God might do with them, they may change and become better than they or we would ever have thought.   The Lord may give them through the work of the Holy Spirit to the point of repentance so that they acknowledge the truth and change their lives, so escaping the snare they were trapped in by Satan.   They have been captured by his will we seek the Lord's will for them."

DOCTRINES

REPENTANCE

HERESY

MENTAL ATTITUDE

HUMILITY

SATAN’S STRATEGY

NOTES
CHAPTER 3

Verses 1 - 5

" This know also that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men will be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God; having the form of godliness, but denying the power thereof:   from such turn away."

Background And Analysis

As believers we must be able to see where we are in history and act in the most appropriate manner to the challenges we face. Being correctly related to history is what this section underlines. We are, Paul says, in the last days, and we must be clear what that means for our mission and life generally. 

Paul could say to Timothy, "you know", and he did, but very few today are correctly related to history; too many do not know their place and do not obey the Lord's commands for these days. To know history and ones place in it is to be safe in the midst of trouble, but to not know what is happening is to be in constant danger.   

As Lock observes, "there is still here the contrast between empty talk and real work" (Lock, IBID, page 103). We can only do the real work of God if we know where we are in his plan, and what is required of us in this age.

The last days are upon us, Paul says, and we must live in accordance with what that means.   What are these last days?   They were ushered in at the Lord's death, resurrection and ascension; the last period of world history before the Second Advent began with the Lord's victory over sin and death, and its author, Satan.   

Since the birth of this new age believers have been living in an intensified stage of the Angelic Conflict, when Satan is doing all he can to destroy the message of hope and the messengers who are true to it. Given the pressure that will be consistently upon us as believers we are to maintain to line of separation between ourselves and the pagan world, so that the visible difference will enhance the gospel message. 

"Giving up the line of separation between the believer and the unbeliever is unholiness". (Ironside, IBID, page 216). 

Within these last days there will be terrible times, and various passages in Paul’s and John’s work make it clear that the days will grow darker as we approach the end. Paul is not saying that they will be "uniformly, continuously evil, but that they will include perilous times". (Stott, IBID, page 83).    

These words are a constant reminder to never fall into the error of the so called "New Age" movement of the church, the Post Millennial theology, which looks forward to more and more good times and success in the gospel message so that the whole world will be saved in the end.   Paul presents no such vision. 

"The church is admonished to bear in mind that however they may succeed with particular persons in repressing incipient disorders....there was to be a great development of evil in the approaching future, not only in the outlying world but also in the Christian church". (Fairburn, IBID, page 362).    

As the Lord had portrayed in the parables of the wheat and tares (Matthew 13:25-40), and the wise and foolish virgins (Matthew 25:1-13), just so the church and world would become a mixed multitude in which the spiritual ones would face a real battle to hold their position, against Apostasy. Our Lord's point and Paul's here is the same, we must be alert to maintain our position, place, and role, as wise and productive servants of the Lord. 

In verses two through nine we see, "the evil men of the days of stress described". (Stott, IBID, page 83). These are the ones the early church faced and we will continue to face, so this section could be called, "know your enemy"!    

The first thing that Paul identifies is that evil is associated and begins with what he calls the "love of self".  

W Lock observes, "the main thing is that love of self will lead to neglect of the duty to others and to God, nay more, to active wrong doing to them", (IBID, page 105).   

As Wilson identifies it ties in with the love of money that Paul had identified as a key problem of carnal man in 1 Timothy 6:10. "It is moral corruption...which seeks self gratification through the things that money can buy", (IBID, page 151).    

There is a strong point being made by Paul and by other Apostles, and it is that there are two camps in this world and they continue for eternity, and the values, desires, and goals of each differ as far as light is from darkness. We face a daily choice as to where we stand on the ultimate values of life, and whether we follow our Lord in all things or end up compromised with the world and following those who stand with the apostates. Let us look at each of the eighteen characteristics of the apostates and check ourselves out in accordance with scripture:  2 Corinthians 13 : 5.  Let us also compare these to the characteristics of the true pastor-Teacher in 1 Timothy 3:2ff.
1.
Lovers of self. - To be self centred means that everything is interpreted in terms of selfish concerns; it is a moral relativism that centres on the self rather than God or others.

2.
Covetous. - Lovers of money so that everything has a price and what is of value is what can be measured in dollar terms.

3.
Boasters. - We would say people like this are "full of hot air"; they have no substance nor heart but love to speak great words about themselves.

4.
Pride. - Arrogance knows no bounds when the opinion of God is ignored and the self is the sole criteria for decision making.

5.
Blasphemers. - When people think they know better than God they very quickly move on to directly insult God and his words, for they don't think they are bound by the rules that govern those who are, in their eyes, foolish enough to believe in God! 

6. Disobedient to parents. - At heart a nation's strength is rooted in the strength and respect within the family unit. Where children grow up to despise, disobey, or ignore their parents they will grow up without a healthy sense of discipline.   The society will then suffer as the child who does not respect its own parents will not often respect the life or property of others. This point applies equally to children and parents; parents must live so as to be worthy of respect and children must respect as far as they are able their parents.

7. Unthankful. - This term sums up a trait of people who are in evil that often baffles others. Why is it that you can do wonderful things for some people and they will despise you and insult you for the good you have done them, or they will use your very kindness against you? The answer is here. People who get into evil and false doctrine will lose all perspective and have as their character trait an ungratefulness that is destructive and nasty.

8. Unholy. - Holiness means to be set apart for God and his service, and unholiness means the reverse; to be set apart for self and evil rather than God.    To be active in the service of the enemy.

9. Without natural affection. - No capacity for love is an indication of deeper and more dangerous aspects of a persons nature. When people love only themselves they are incapable of truly loving others.

10.
Trucebreakers. - When people have morality that is rooted in self interest you can be sure of only one thing with them; that you cannot be sure of them at all.    They will be as stable as the wind is! These are people whose word you cannot trust.

11. 
False accusers. - Malicious gossips will abound where-ever self is king. If people will not talk about the Lord and his word to them they will talk about everything and anything else, as if it were important.

12.
Incontinent. - No self control. People who follow their whims and fancies as if they were truth and righteousness, where-as they are simply lust and desires.

13.
Fierce. - Brutal men are Satan's men. Gentle men are God's. There is no place in the church for those who will tear another person apart with their words or their hands. We are not to be fierce like wild dogs, but gentle like our Lord. A fierce man is a false brother.

14.
Despisers of them that are good. - A man is known by his company and by those he loves. No good man will despise good men, but every evil man will. Look at the company others keep and see where their hearts are.

15. 
Traitors. - If a person is dishonourable they will betray you without thought. Evil has no standards other than self gratification, and betrayal of the good for temporary gain is to be expected from evil men.

16.
Heady. - Thoughtlessness is another trait of evil men. They do not think about consequences, they are rash and foolish, lacking foresight and concern for others.

17. 
High-minded. - While being rash and foolish themselves they use such terms of others. They do not see any problems with their own behaviours, they are perfect in their own eyes.

18.
Pleasure lovers. - Their God is their belly. Philippians 3:19. They do things to feel good rather than because they are good, and will be of benefit for them and others

This terrible list is all too common in our day as it was in Paul's day. It is just another sign of the impact of evil upon the world. We must set our hearts and minds firmly against this way of living. In the fifth verse Paul identifies the central point about the apostates, for we must remember that these people were in the church and they are now claiming to be more spiritual than the genuine believers. The big issue is the issue of power; they have the power and the life style than comes from the self we have the power and life that comes from God. 

Satan's objective is not to make people into the town drunk, his real coup is to make them self righteous legalistic hypocrites. They have no real power except what pride can produce, and it produces the above list rather than the list of the fruit of the Holy Spirit in Galatians 6.   

Hendricksen notes, "These people lack spiritual dynamite. They have no love for God, nor for his revelation in Jesus Christ, nor for his people. Hence, since they are not spirit filled men, it is not surprising that they lack power",(IBID, page 286). They are great pretenders, phony, and empty of both power and hope. In Jude 12 they are referred to as, "clouds without rain", promising much to a hungry land but delivering nothing of value nor meeting any real need.

Many in the world want a religion that does not require obedience, nor any change to sinful life patterns, nor anything that would disturb the Old Sin Nature. Genuine Christianity is not their choice but counterfeit faith often is.    

Robert Mounce is scathing but accurate when he says, "people want a religion that requires nothing and changes nothing. A bit of rustic tradition totally inoffensive to anyone. Keep away from people like that, is Paul's advice to Timothy", (IBID, page 134).

Paul is strong in his command to avoid such false brothers. He is to keep on turning away from any who are like this. At any point where such people are identified they are to be rejected and avoided, and this would appear to involve both the public and church social life, and in private life. Such people are to be seen as "anathema",1 Corinthians 16 : 22, and are to be fled from as if they have the plague!

Let us all join with Ironside in his heart felt prayer. "God give us to be genuine, to be real, that eternal things may so grip our souls that we will live and do the work and be real witnesses for him". (Ironside, IBID, page 220).

Application

A.
PERSONAL

We have seen many times in this letter, as in all Paul's work, that the believer is urged to be constantly on guard against the false brother, and to be discerning of the words and behaviours of others so that he/she is not fooled by evil in any possible disguise. Are we alert enough or do we forget to beware of evil men and heed the warnings our Lord gave us.

To be ready for the perilous times we may face we need firm knowledge of the policy and stable application of the power of God in our lives. The only way to be ready for trouble is to walk in the Word in the power of the Holy Spirit. There is no other way to survive and prosper spiritually in this stage of the Angelic Conflict.

B.
PASTORAL

The pastor must be alert also both to the danger of the false teacher and the time wasting danger of giving them time of day over any matter. These people are not to be debated, socialized with, or greeted in the street, they are to be avoided at all costs!

Conclusion

The truth must be taught, and those who reject it identified and avoided so that their poisonous words and lives infect as few people as possible.

Paraphrase

"Be really clear about this fact, that in the days we live in there will be times of great peril and trouble for the genuine believer.   The reason for this is that men who reject the truth will set themselves up as the standard and their self love will lead to all other evils. They will be proud, arrogant, lovers of money and what it can buy. They will be self centred boasters, looking down on others as if they are superior to all, slandering God and his people, rejecting the truth, ungrateful for things they have received, rejecting God's claim upon their lives, with no natural affection towards people they should have love for. They will be people whose word cannot be trusted, and who then accuse others of evil with vicious gossip being their standard way of dealing with others who they cannot understand. They have no self control, but are fierce like wild animals instead of creatures made in God's image, hating good men and acting in a rash and thoughtless way in matters that they should be thinking about what is right before acting. They are full of their own importance and love their own pleasure ahead of anything else, believing that pleasure is always "good", even when God has set limits and boundaries for pleasure to operate in. They always know better than God! They sometimes have a religious facade to their lives, they appear to be spiritual at times, yet they have no spiritual power in their lives. From such people turn away, at every time and in every place you see them avoid them like the plague."

DOCTRINES
APOSTASY

ANGELIC CONFLICT  

Verses 6 -9

" For of this sort are they which creep into houses and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, ever learning and never able to come to a knowledge of the truth.    Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth:   men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.    But they shall proceed no further:   for their folly shall be manifest unto all men as theirs also was."   

Background And Analysis

Paul builds on the list of evils he has already given us to assist identification of these false brothers. Here he notes the historic examples of Jannes and Jambres who Jewish tradition records were the magicians who acted for Satan and against God when Moses was in the court of Pharaoh.   Exodus 7:10-12. These two evil men are the "type" of people we must be alert for.   The picture Paul draws here is not flattering for the evil ones; they are portrayed as vile and slimy "worms" who will stoop to anything to achieve their self centred goals.

The verb translated "creep" is one that indicates the character and purpose of the false teachers. They are like thieves, and the analogy is a close one for they try to steal the stability and joy of all they target. They act like thieves and actually "target" those who are potentially weak and vulnerable. 

The term for "silly women" is a disparaging one and Paul makes no apology for it. It refers to women who are so emotionally unstable and vulnerable that they will allow themselves to be fooled by cunning and calculating men.  While our early experiences makes us vulnerable, when we come of age we are culpable, and well able in the Holy Spirit’s power to deal with the legacy of our traumatized past (if we have had one – and I speak form experience here).  If we fail to act to remove our vulnerability, we are responsible and rightly judged.
No Christian woman, or man, should ever be in this category, and none need be if they hear, believe, and apply the doctrines of the Word Of God. If we fail to believe and apply the word we will believe anything, and the result will be we are "used" by those who are the religious "con men" of society. All who are conned are responsible, for they have not taken the precautions that Paul has urged. Only the foolish are fooled.

The concept of money hunger on the part of the false teachers is clear also from the word for "captive". It is a military word that means to take a prisoner of war and then use them for money when sold as a slave.   

We are reminded by this word of two other concepts, one of the Angelic Conflict (also called the “Invisible War” by some), and the other the deliberate nature of Satan's targeting of those who are not walking as they should.   

Peter warns of this by using the lion analogy for Satanic attack.  1 Peter 5:8, 9. Lions target the animal they wish to kill very carefully. They pick the weak, the sick and old, and the animal that is isolated from the rest of the herd. Any believer that is sick or weak spiritually is so because of failure to apply the Word to life, and they are isolated because they have got away from their brethren in the Lord.

The things that make us even more vulnerable are spelt out in these verses. There are three characteristics of spiritual weakness mentioned here.   There are things to avoid, and if we do not pay attention and act we will be casualties.
First they are laden with sins.   They have not been dealing with their sins on a moment by moment basis in accordance with scripture.  1 John 1:9.    

The second issue is that they are being led away with their various lusts rather than resisting them. Strong desires are not to be heeded they are to be discerned! If a desire is good it can be followed but if it is wrong it is to be resisted and as James warns us we cannot blame God if we fall due to our own lusts being given power over us. James 1:13-15. The enemy will always have someone or something to lead us away from the truth, he specializes in alternatives to truth!

The third characteristic of the "victim" is that they are always learning new things yet never really gaining or growing in spiritual strength from their knowledge. What is the problem here?   Is there something wrong with the word of God or is it a problem with the hearers?  They have failed to follow up belief with application.
The Bible makes it clear that the problem is mainly the “forgetful hearer”, James 1:19-25. As Hebrews 4:2 identifies the issue is that the word has not been mixed with faith in the hearers, and therefore not been applied to daily life. Without application there is no full understanding and no growth.    Without doctrine applied the people perish.  

The false teachers will be able to be depended on in one matter, and that is they will always oppose all who stand for the truth! They keep on opposing (present active indicative) the truth. They cannot abide the truth and must oppose it at all points lest they are convicted by the message.    Expect to be hated by them if you stand for truth!
The two men mentioned opposed Moses and for every miracle he did they counterfeited it with satanic power. They were totally convinced of their beliefs and even when the evidence of the superiority of Moses God came through they rejected it. They didn't want to know the truth!    

Paul refers to them as, "men of corrupt minds". The word for corrupt indicates that they once had the truth and were intelligent but had let the evil within them get hold and the very strength of their mind became their weakness. This led to their being disqualified by God and declared "reprobate", or rejected by the potter as a bad pot. They are good for no worthy purpose and if they have belonged to the Lord they will be disciplined by him. God is in control and will deal with them finally but like Moses we may be called to stand against these people and we must be ready.

The trash can of history is full of men and women like these false teachers and evil miracle workers. God does not pay his accounts on the 20th of each month! Some times these evil people survive for a long time but eventually the truth comes out and they fall, and drop from sight. Their folly is finally seen by all.

Application

A.
PERSONAL

All believers must be ready to spot the false teachers as we have seen above, but even more than this we must all be "safe" from attack from them. We are safe when we are walking as we should, and we are in danger of being deceived when we walk away from the Lord. As the old song says, we must "trust and obey, for there is no other way, to be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey!"

B.
PASTORAL

As a pastor you may be called to stand publicly, like Moses was, against false teachers, even against those like Jannes and Jambres, who were men with satanic power to do miracles of deception.   

Power projection and miracle working is no proof of anything spiritual; it is simply a sign of power.  Remember, in the Angelic Conflict it is the source of the power that is always to be brought under question. As the Lord made clear in Matthew 7:13-23, it is the life and doctrine of the people with the power that is the issue, for from these things you see the source of the power.

Conclusion

We must all be ready to stand against the evil men if the truth we proclaim is being publicly opposed by them. We must be ready to face great power and deception without feeling threatened and we must by word and deed reject their position, and ensure that the Lord's policy alone is left before the people. When these people "win" against us we must not lose our perspective, but trust the Lord to judge them in his time and in his way.

Paraphrase

"The sort of false teachers I have been talking about are like thieves, who creep into houses to enslave foolish people who have not kept themselves safe. They capture these people after targeting them as "easy game". The weaknesses they spot and use in their victims are their failure to deal with sin, their refusal to resist lust and strong desires and take control over their lives, and their refusal to take the Word in with faith and practical application to their lives.   Just as Jannes and Jambres stood up against and opposed Moses, just so these sort will always oppose the truth and all who stand for it. They are often intelligent men and women, but they have given themselves over to evil and corrupted their own minds, being finally declared "useless" and "worthless" by God and judged. They will be dealt with and will advance no further, for eventually their foolishness will be clear to all just as these old magicians was in their day."

Verses 10 - 15

" But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, long suffering, charity, patience, persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; and that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus."

Background And Analysis

In contrast to the false teachers, who cannot be followed without spiritual disaster for the disciple.  Paul repeats what he said several years before in Philippians 3:15-17, "Timothy follow me and my example, and I wont let you down!"  As he faces his own death Paul draws on his own experiences with warmth and concern for his young friend and for all who will stand with him, in true doctrine, down the ages, and urges him and us to be wise not foolish, to endure, not seek easy ways out of pressure, to hold to the truth, not compromise or water it down.

As our Lord said in Matthew 7, you can test a man's teaching by looking at what it does for him in his life. If  a man has godly fruit in his life he may stand in the truth, listen to what he says and test his words then with scripture, but if he has no godly fruit in his life, save yourself the effort of even checking out his words for he is a false teacher. (Matthew 7:15-25,  Luke 6:43-45.)    

Christianity is a very personal thing, it depends on your personal relationship with the Lord through the Holy Spirit within and your personal instructional relationship with a godly pastor teacher who leads you into the word of God faithfully and systematically. The gift of Pastor Teacher is an important one in the church, and is meant to be the heart of the churches growth as the pastor teaches the word and the people watch his life and heed his words and apply what they see and hear.

Paul reminds Timothy of this process in these verses. The Greek verb “parakolutheo” is a strong one to indicate the close study of the words and life of Paul by Timothy from which he challenges to both theory and practice of the doctrines Paul communicated to him. This is the biblical way of communication of doctrine, it is always to be in, by, and through relationship with the teacher, so that there is no chance for a phony, or play actor (hypocrite), to ever get into a place where they influence others.    

As my great mentor here in New Zealand, the late professor E M Blaiklock said, "the defeat of falsehood is best effected by the demonstration of the truth", (IBID, page 113).  One older retired chemist who attends my bible study at the local church said to me one day, “We don’t need to define crooked, we just need to really know what straight is.” 
This is best done through the life and work of the pastor. Dr Harry Ironside, ever the practical pastor, said, "we cannot lift men higher than ourselves. If one is not living for God, is not walking with Christ, then he cannot be a real blessing to other people". (IBID, page 222).

The tests for the pastor are clearly stated by Paul.    The eighteen characteristics of the false teachers in verses 1 - 5, are balanced out and answered by the nine characteristics of the faithful pastor.  Once again compare this passage to 1 Timothy 3 also.  Remember Paul’s Jewish humour here, for 18 bad characteristics are easily defeated by 9 good ones, for good is more powerful than evil.  1 John 4:4.
1.
Doctrine. - Paul had no secret doctrines, everything was open and clear to be checked against scripture and against his own and the Lord's life.   Paul's teaching was plain speaking and all could see and hear it and assess it systematically.  Truth is the anti-dote to evil, and the more we understand of God’s policy the easier it is to spot and avoid evil men and women.
2.
Manner of life. - This refers to the way a person lives away from the pulpit, or place of teaching. In their daily walk do they live as they should? They must if they are to properly "adorn" the gospel message they give with the Fruit of the Holy Spirit. Titus 2:10.

3.
Purpose. - The word prothesis has a meaning that indicates Paul had a "guiding principle" for his life and it was to glorify Christ; he lived for that and so must Timothy.  Our purpose is to bring glory to the Lord.  
4.
Faith. - What he believed was seen by doctrine in practice in every decision of his life. We are to be tested as Paul was; when we face a decision do we apply "faith" to it, do we seek the Lord's will and apply his word, for it is in this that we see faith applied.    It is in our decision making that we really see what we believe!

5.
Long suffering. - The strong military word for gritting it out on a long campaign is one of the key fruits of the Holy Spirit. Being "big souled" is what we are called to and the mature believer will show this trait, it comes naturally to one walking in the Holy Spirit.

6.
Charity. - Agape love is another fruit of the spirit that shows our status as believers and our right to speak as pastor.  If we have no love we are a clanging cymbal (1 Corinthians 13:1-13); we have nothing of substance to offer people.   The first fruit of the Spirit is always love/care/concern for the saints and for the lost.
7.
Patience. - Another fruit of the spirit which emphasizes that we are waiting on the Lord's time for things to happen rather than telling God what and when to do things. To wait on the Lord does not mean we are inactive, but that we are ready to move at all times, but seek clear guidance as to when and where. We are in no human rush, but seek God's timing.

8.
Persecutions. - When one stands for the truth there will be those who attack you and this happened with Paul, for he stood for truth and those who preferred the lies of the enemy persecuted him. We are known by our friends and by our enemies, and Paul was proud to be on the receiving end of persecution from the enemy, it meant he was dangerous to them!

9.
Afflictions. - To suffer for the truth in the body by persecution is one thing but the faithful pastor will often be called to suffer mentally with anguish and concern for others in the midst of his own pressures. It is this inner torment of soul for others that is in view here, and it is the lot of all who love the Lord and his people. Paul's testimony in 2 Corinthians 11:23-33, spells out much of the above mentioning the things that had happened to that point in his ministry.   Far more pressures had happened since he wrote that letter, although it is these first trials that he refers to, very likely as it was then he met and influenced Timothy so much as a young man. These early trials were etched onto Timothy's mind as he saw what it was to be a missionary pastor first hand.

Paul has a track record of service and his character can be seen from the things he has said and done. Paul reminds Timothy of the early events of Antioch, Lystra and Iconium, what serious suffering he endured, and from which the Lord delivered him. Acts 13, 14. The Lord's deliverance from each persecution in a triumphant manner was the Lord's seal of approval upon Paul, and in this last trial he will face, the triumphant way he will die for the Lord will be the final seal on his ministry.    

Paul was confident in his Lord but not arrogant about his life and achievements. It is in this as in all things that he differs from the false teachers; they are arrogant about what they have done, whereas no true servant of the Lord can have this mental attitude, for all who serve the Lord know it is he who deserves and will get the glory, the praise and the honour for delivering us from trial, or keeping our soul in dying grace through trials.

What a challenge to us is this portrait of a pastor!   As Mounce observes, "If believers today are not meeting persecution it is not because the world has come to appreciate goodness. It is rather because so few believers have determined to live genuinely Christian lives". (IBID, page 141).   Sadly the waves of violence against believers are growing in power around the world, especially within Moslem countries, and this is a real satanic push, but remember why it is.  The Bible is very clear that in the last days the Arabs and Jews will join together to fight against the Anti-Christ.  
Read Daniel 11:36-45, and explore our EBCWA Commentary on this, and the Book 121, “Arab Nations in the Last Days”.  Satan knows that the Arab and Jewish sons of Abraham joining together is prophesied and so his energies are bent on bringing division, but his people are hopeless and create problems for him, and God’s Word will be seen to be true.  Don't doubt the Lord’s power to bring about his plan and defeat the enemy, and see in the present violence the enemy’s desperation.
“The nearer we get to the end the higher is the rising tide of rebellion against God".  (Ironside, IBID, page 225).    

We must be ready to face these things, and all who would enter the pastorate must be ready for this sort of life in advance of their training. "It is only for those who are both in the world and in Christ simultaneously that persecution becomes inevitable". (J R W Stott, IBID, page 96).

In verse twelve we have the principle of suffering spelt out, for all to see. All those who keep on striving to live (present active participle) a godly life will suffer persecution!   All who seek godliness in the devil’s world will receive (passive voice of verb, dioko) the attacks of the enemy.     

It is no strange thing to experience attack it is "normal" in a war, what is unusual and strange is for a believer to have a life without incident. We are meant to be on "active service" and that means to be engaged in battle against evil and for the truth.   

Simpson expresses this forcefully, "a Christian curled up on a bed of sloth belies his name.   He is enlisted in a holy warfare in which hard knocks will be dealt with and borne. Piety and paralysis are false concords".  (IBID, page 148).

Verse thirteen reminds us that there will always be evil men and they will prosper for a time at all times in history, even getting worse towards the end of the age. They will mislead and they will be misled by others themselves, but what must be our response? These evangelists of evil will keep advancing on Satan's plan, but we must not get distracted from our part in the Lord's plan, for it alone will finally triumph.    

Security for the believer is determined by what is within their own mind; if they have their thinking garrisoned by the full knowledge of the doctrines of the word then they have strength and stability.   

Verse fourteen identifies this clearly. Timothy is to keep on (meno) continuing in his daily feeding on and applying the word of God. It is daily learning more and more of God's word and applying it in life that provides the security and strength that is needed when you face the enemy daily and often see them apparently prosper!  With the word within the believer can have God's viewpoint rather than be distracted by what is apparently happening.   

In time the enemy may be more powerful politically, more wealthy, more popular and more successful as the world applauds success, but it is the last assessment that matters, it is what God thinks that finally matters!

Timothy is urged to keep to the familiar path as that is the place of testing but also of blessing, and there is no other way to please God, for only in doctrine is there any assurance, for it alone works in the life under pressure. Timothy has utilized God's word before and trusted in it's power and truth, and under the increasing pressures of the future he must continue so to do.    He has a good track record too, having been surrounded by the truth since a boy and having loved it since early days.   

"Note that learning is not enough. What has been learnt must be applied to the heart by the Holy Spirit, so that one also becomes convinced, with a conviction that transforms life". (W Hendricksen, IBID, page 295).    

It is only the word of God that is able to make a man truly wise and keep his heart and mind in the midst of troubles. The method for this is through faith, as the word is heard, believed and applied to life on a daily basis. The daily feeding on of the Word of God will not only produce salvation for the soul but also the deliverance out of, or in the midst of the troubles that will come because of the enemy.

The Bible itself will save no-one, it is only when it's truths, which speak of Christ, are taken by the Holy Spirit and applied in love and obedience into the life of a person that there is power, growth, and safety.    The Word will never return void however, and when preached or distributed the Holy Spirit goes to work.  My own wife was saved by a liberal preacher, who didn’t believe the gospel message himself, but at a youth camp did the “expected message” and read aloud from key Gospel passages, and my wife was wonderfully saved.  There were genuine believers there who then mentored her as a new believer.  The spoken Word is indeed powerful when the Holy Spirit enlivens it and an individual opens their life to the truth.
As Warren Wiersbe notes, "we are not saved by believing the Bible (John 5:39), but by trusting the Christ who is revealed in the Bible". (IBID, page 160).  Salvation is a work of God in the life of each person, not a work of the person to impress God.
Application

A.
PERSONAL

There are many challenges in this passage as in all verses of this letter. The first to address is the challenge for us all to bear "godly fruit" in our lives, so that we are both attractive and safe.   We may get persecution for what we stand for, and such may be a badge of success, but we should never be persecuted because we are obnoxious and filled with evil fruit!    

The second challenge is to look at our attitude towards evil people who prosper in life. Do we feel anger, envy or jealousy? If we do, we must examine our perspective and ensure we make any changes required to get it right! 

By that we mean, getting back to the eternal life perspective, seeing things as God sees them and doing things in a godly way, so that the temporary success of the evil does not distract us or cause us any concern, for our focus is on eternal realities and God's final assessment and judgement of all mankind.   

B.
PASTORAL

The pastor once again comes under the spotlight in these verses and rightly so. As pastors we are responsible for the health and strength of those the Lord has given us to shepherd. How well do we measure up against the nine characteristics that Paul notes here? Can we truly say to those we lead in Christ, "follow me"? If we cannot there are things we must get sorted out both in thoughts, attitudes and in acts.  
What is our track record in service? Do we see the Lord working through us with spiritual growth in those who follow and attacks from those who oppose? The importance of checking out the pastoral candidate is another point that comes from these verses. If a man does not have this testimony, he is either new in ministry or his ministry has lacked power, and/or focus.

Our good works and acts of love towards all may win us some friends in the community but our preaching of the gospel will often not win us anything other than enemies. Beware the preacher who is uniformly praised by the godless. Ask yourself what is he praised for?    

If it is his acts of love and concern, and people praise him, while saying, "I know he preaches Jesus and I'm not interested, but I respect what he does and that he believes in God but I don't", then the man of whom the unbeliever speaks may still be sound and faithful. This was the apostle James testimony; the unbelievers referred to him as James the Just, even when rejecting his Saviour, they acknowledged his godly life.     

We must be men of "good report" in the community and this requirement to be without moral or other sinful blemish is vital; the unbeliever must have nothing to point at in us that might rob us of witness, or insult our Saviour.

Conclusion

Once again we are confronted with the issue of “fruit” in our life, as believers and especially as pastors we stand for the Lord, and as such we must stand purely with no other message being given other than the pure concern for the message that will save and sanctify.

Paraphrase

" But you Timothy have walked with and closely followed my behaviours and life for a long time, you have observed my doctrines and what they did for me, my real manner of life when others would not have seen me, the real guiding principle of my life, my rest in my faith, and my strength under great pressure, how I have gritty things out for so long. You have seen my agape love with it's deep concern for the lost, and practical care for the saints. You have observed my patient endurance under pressure,  the many persecutions I suffered, the mental anguish, which happened all those years ago in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra.   All those things you saw me bear up under!  And I could do this because the Lord delivered me within and from them all.    Yes, and what happened to me was not unusual, for all who will try to keep on living a godly life will suffer attacks and persecution from the enemy! And evil men and seducers will become worse and worse, even appearing to succeed for a time, and they will deceive many but they themselves are being deceived! But for you, you continue in the things you have learnt as my Bible student, for only in the things of God can you find assurance and stability, for you know me from whom you learnt these things, and knowing Christ about whom I spoke and for whom I live. From a child you have known the holy scriptures, and it is only in them that the path to true wisdom exists, as you believe and apply the word to your life, only then you will be saved and delivered through faith which is only ever true when in Christ Jesus." 

DOCTRINES
DESTINY OF BELIEVERS  

SUFFERING  

SATANIC ATTACK

Verses 16 - 17

" All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction, in righteousness;  that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works."

Background And Analysis

This is one of the most important passages in the Word of God about the nature of the Word of God, and we must pause here and think deeply about its significance, for here we see the Holy Spirit through the Apostle speaking of the Bible itself and the importance and purpose of all divine revelation. The absence of the verb in verse sixteen brings even more power to the passage, for literally it says, "all scripture God breathed!"     

In 1 Timothy 5:18, Paul had already combined a quote from the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 25:4) and from the Lord (Luke 10:7), and referred to both as "scripture". So here he sums the principle up and prepares the church for the new canon that will emerge from the Apostles' pens. 

Some think he did not have such a thing in mind. Mounce states, "by logical extension we can rightfully include the whole New Testament, although this of course was not in Paul's mind at that moment". (IBID, page 144).   

It is clear Paul referred to all that had been written by Apostles to this point. What the Holy Spirit had moved them to write was to be taken as the same significance to what the Old Testament recorded.    

Lock as with other liberal commentators ducks for cover over this issue noting, "Wohlenberg would include any Christian writings which had become so recognized by this time(1 Timothy  5:18), but this is scarcely consistent with verse fifteen, graphe defining more exactly the grammata in which Timothy had been trained from childhood". (IBID, page 110). 

What Lock intends is to limit the application of this principle to the Old Testament only but this is obviously not Paul's intention.    

Chrysostom noted, "the whole of this is therefore divinely inspired, doubt not then, says he, namely, as to the truly divine character of scripture - in every part it is of God". (Quoted in P Fairburn, IBID, page 379).    Some liberals, like Hanson even try to deny Paul's authorship to this point, saying, "it is hard to imagine a more un Pauline phrase than (this)" (IBID, page 152).     

As Stott notes, "it seems evident that Paul envisaged the possibility of a Christian supplement to the Old Testament because he could combine a quotation from Deuteronomy 25 : 4, with a saying of the Lord in Luke 10 : 7, and call them both alike scripture (1Timothy 5 : 18)".  (IBID, page, 101).  

Paul was clear about his meaning, every scripture is defined as, all writing which the Holy Spirit has been involved in as authoritative records for the early churches establishment, and that involves all that now comprises the New Testament. The principle that Paul states here applies to all the New Testament, as to the Old Testament. 

The two points he makes must be both taken seriously; the words are inspired and are profitable. The basis of the profitableness of the scriptures rests in its inspired character; other messages may he helpful but the words of scripture alone are fully and completely "profitable" for spiritual growth and strength.    

The word translated "inspired" means literally "God breathed", in that the Lord intended this to be poured out onto paper for men to read and grow by. Some run a mile from the concept of verbal plenary inspiration (in other words all the very words used by the apostles as they wrote are inspired in the original languages) but this appears to be what is in view here.    

Some disagree strongly, as E F Scott, who states, "it does not, as so often has been affirmed, involve a doctrine of verbal inspiration, the idea is simply that each of the sacred books has something to reveal to us of the mind of God". (IBID, page 126 - 127). Such a view has major problems, as we have seen in the introduction to these books, for it means that the men who criticize decide, in their great wisdom, which parts are "inspired" and which are not!   

Paul's view is clear; there is growth in no other way other than the application of the living Word of God, through the Holy Spirit to daily life.   

As Wiersbe notes, "the word of God furnishes and equips the believer so that he can live a life that pleases God, and do the work that God wants him to do. The better we know the word the better we are able to live and work for God". (IBID, page 162).     

The internal evidence of the books of the Bible has a power of itself as Hendricksen notes, "the sixty six books, by their very contents, immediately attest themselves to the hearts of all spirit filled men as being the living oracle of God". (IBID, page 302).

As the doctrine of Inspiration makes clear not every statement the Bible makes is true!  Wiersbe explains, "whatever the Bible says about itself, man, God, life, death, history, science, and every other subject is true. This does not mean that every statement in the Bible is true, because the Bible records the lies of men and Satan, but the record is true". (IBID, page 161).

Only what God intended to be in the final canon of scripture was allowed to be admitted to it.   The whole process of the formation of the New Testament was a testimony to the grace and wonder of God's over ruling hand over the affairs of man.   

Church history is an amazing record of how all that sinful men could do did not stop the Lord ensuring that the books that had the divine seal upon them ended up forming the New Testament as we now hold it.

The four roles of the scripture are spelt out in verse sixteen; these explain how the word is profitable to us as believers.

1.
Doctrine. - The primary purpose of the Word of God is to teach us God's policy on all matters that it comments upon.

2.
Reproof. - The importance of God's policy is that it provides correction to error and refutes all false teaching that Satan has been trying to preach since the beginning of the age.

3.
Correction. - Not only intended to convict the evil man who preaches error, the Word also is intended to assist setting straight those who have in foolishness or ignorance fallen away from the true way.

4.
Instruction in righteousness. - The Bible contains systematic doctrinal teaching about all subjects and when taught by the prepared pastor becomes a tool for disciplined training for the believer that they might fully know and apply the will of God to their life.

The result of these things will be that the believer will be:

1.
Perfect. - This word (Greek, artois) was used to describe the “fully trained/equipped” Roman soldier, tough and ready for all campaigns in all weathers and strong in mind and body against all enemies. The full knowledge of the Word of God should render the believer capable of meeting all challenges that the world, the flesh or the devil can throw at them.

2.
Thoroughly furnished. - The first concept is of internal preparedness while this refers to external preparedness, that the soldier has a full and complete kit which readies him for all conditions.  Whatever he faces the believer has what he needs to deal with it if he knows and applies the doctrines of the Word of God.

Application

A.
PERSONAL

Do you know the Word of God as a soldier knows his drill manual? Are you able to find a passage in the Bible that applies to your present situation or do you stand in a place of confusion not aware of God's policy?   These verses make two vital points for us all.

1. God's word has the doctrines within it to assist us in all situations, to help us face every test of life in a way that honours God and maintains our position as his children.  

2.
If we are not prepared for a crisis, or if we fail to meet a challenge in a triumphant way it is only because we have failed to prepare by study of the Word, or failed to apply the Word to our experience.    

Either way, we are responsible for our failure. Paul makes it clear that the Lord has done all he needs to do, we have the Word and we have the Holy Spirit to assist us learn and apply, if we fail it is because we choose to live in ignorance rather than apply God's truth.

We are meant to be prepared, like the Roman soldier, for all things that the enemy might throw at us. If we are not it is because we have been disobedient and refused to hear, believe and apply the doctrines of the Word of God. 

We are to be ready for battle and all that goes with battle. Toughness and robustness is called for, and it will be the result of spiritual growth that is genuine. When believers are neither tough nor robust they have not been growing God's way, in fact, they have not been spiritually growing at all, they have been fooling themselves and others! 

The good works we are to produce are the works of righteousness that the spirit can produce as we apply the Word in each and every situation of daily life. As James identifies in his letter we are to be productive in time and for eternity, and that means to do what God requires of us in all situations.

B.
PASTORAL

As Pastors we are called to have a high view of the Word of God and to both uphold it and preach it thoroughly and faithfully; it alone is the training manual for believers, and we as pastors are to be the personal and corporate trainers for the believers in the church.    

The Bible alone is to be the text book for growth, and the closer we get to it for our ministerial training the more powerful will be our ministries. Upholding the truth of the doctrine of inspiration is a major issue for all who teach the Word. 

Those who compromise on this will deviate on important doctrines, and that lead only to weak and ineffectual believers who are not prepared for the rigours of the Invisible War (Angelic Conflict) against Satan.

Conclusion

We are called to battle, and to fight safely we must be fully trained and fully equipped, and that is only possible when we hear the whole Word taught by one who believes it and is passionately committed to it and to what the Holy Spirit will do with it in the believers life.

Paraphrase

"All scripture is God breathed and it is of supreme profit and value to all who feed upon it for systematic information, for convicting of error, for correcting those who fall away, for instructing us in God's perfect standard of righteousness, in order that the believer might be completely trained for battle, and thoroughly and completely equipped for all they might face in the Invisible War, ready at all times to produce works of genuine goodness in their lives."

DOCTRINES

BIBLE:  INSPIRATION

BIBLE AND BELIEVERS

BIBLE:  INERRANCY

BIBLE:  CANONICITY

ANGELIC CONFLICT  

CHAPTER 4

Verses 1 - 5

" I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; preach the Word; be instant in season, out of season;   reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long suffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned to fables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry."   

Background And Analysis

In the light of the reality of the Judgement Seat of the Lord, before which we will all stand to receive reward for what we have done on earth, we are to approach our job as pastors of the Word. What does this mean?   

It should mean that we commit ourselves to thorough faithfulness to the Word, care for the Lord's people, and toughness of mind as we face those who will oppose us.  

In these verses Paul appears to be clear in his mind that he is passing on the torch to Timothy as the representative of the next generation of pastors, and as with all "handovers", he is careful to note, even repeat, all the basic points he has made before.

The very language here is similar to the words used by Roman Officers as they passed orders to the next detachment relieving them of a duty before they went back to barracks for the night.   Timothy is to be, "a sentinel ever on duty", (E K Simpson, IBID, page 152). This is Paul's mental attitude as he faces death; he is returning to barracks and leaving Timothy and his generation to face the foe for the next years of the churches history.

Paul wants Timothy to preach, "the whole word and nothing but the word". (G Wilson, IBID, page 160).    

As Ironside points out forcefully, "this is the charge of the Holy Spirit to every minister of the Gospel; preach the word! His one object should be to glorify God in setting forth his truth in the way he himself directs". (IBID, page 233).    "Let him apply himself, sparing no labour or trouble!" (Fairburn, IBID, page 384).

The military word, "charge", sets the tone. Paul solemnly commands Timothy to heed the instruction he is about to give, making it even more serious by stating that it is being given in the presence of God the Father and the Lord himself. We will all stand before the Lord to receive reward for the things done in our body, and Paul is making it clear to Timothy that what he about to say is something for which great reward is at stake.    

It is worth reminding ourselves that the doctrine of rewards does not focus on our enjoyment of rewards through eternity but rather on the glory our receiving them brings to the Lord through whose power we won them!  There clearly will be great joy and possibly great pleasure, but any narcissistic aspect of the eternal crowns is absent!
"Timothy is God's town crier". (R Mounce, IBID, page 147). We all are, as we preach the Word the "town criers" of our nations and cities. The herald (Greek - keruz) was the authoritative messenger of the king and responsible for changing nothing and covering everything that the king had ordered.  This is our role as pastors, be it of a church or home group, to teach the whole counsel of the word in a way that covers the things the Lord wants covered, with the power and emphasis that is required. Above all else he must preach doctrine. He must not simply tell jokes, anecdotes, bible stories, relate interesting illustrations, or read a verse then forget it.    

True preaching is the explanation and application of Bible doctrine. “Anything else is just religious speech making". (W Wiersbe, IBID, page 165). As Mounce notes, "laymen are tired of oft repeated illustrations and well intentioned psychological tips under the guise of spiritual insight".  (IBID, page 147).   

What is needed is the systematic teaching of the Word so that all may hear, understand, believe and apply it. "Note the emphasis upon sound teaching, we need to know the great truths of scripture in order that we may learn how to behave in accordance with the revelation God has given. Sincerity of purpose, (on the part of the preacher) is not enough, we are to be sanctified by the truth". (Ironside, IBID, page 235).

As Stott strongly affirms, "we have no liberty to invent our message but only to communicate the word that God has spoken and now has commanded to the church as a sacred trust,..., our responsibility is to be faithful in preaching the word, the results of the proclamation are the responsibility of the Holy Spirit, and we can afford to wait patiently for him to work,       even if people forsake Timothy's ministry in favour of teachers who tickle their fancy, Timothy is to fulfill his ministry".  (IBID, pages 106, 108, 112).     

Some people will love the Word, others will be convicted and hate it. Ironside tells as story about that from an old preacher friend of his. "You remember what Sam Jones said, 'if you throw a stone at a pack of dogs and one of them yelps, you know who got hit".  (IBID, page 236).

The aorist tense of the verb to preach makes it clear that the preacher is to use every appropriate time he has to proclaim the Word of God, and he is to do it as the policy of the king of kings!    Without the whole counsel of God the church cannot be as it should be, for the people do not know what God thinks.    

There will be appropriate times, but they are the times that there is opportunity, whether others think it is the "right" time or not. The pastor must be very spiritually sensitive to opportunity and take every one he can whether others see it as an opportunity or not. He is to "take his stand", (be instant!) and really fight for the Word and strongly proclaim it.   

He is to see every preaching opportunity as a place for battle and is to apply himself to the task like a hardened foot soldier. Teaching must be given by the pastor, "when you feel inclined to and when you do not, whether men are anxious to hear or not".  (A T Hanson, IBID, page 97).

He is to reprove, rebuke and exhort with the mental attitude of patience.   Let us look at each of these words:

1.
Reprove. - This is a legal word that means to prepare a case and present it in a way that is sure to secure the verdict you want. It is a word that means there is no effort spared in the preparation of the work, nor in the delivery.

2.
Rebuke. - Those who do not measure up to God's standard must feel the sting of rebuke and be corrected. The objective is to change the person from a place where they will be judged to a place where they can be blessed.

3.
Exhort. - The two earlier words are negative in that they face people up to errors, and this word indicates that it is to be done with encouragement also, so that the person who is corrected might grow. This is the same concept as "telling the truth in love".

4.
With all "long suffering". - Patient endurance under pressure is what the congregation should see in the pastor. If we preach about a thing we must be prepared to show it in our life, and given the nature of many believers this is a character trait of the spirit filled believer that you will have plenty of opportunity to show!   As Mounce notes, "the ministry is no place for an individual with a short fuse”.  (IBID, page 148).

5.
Doctrine. - Teaching systematically is the method for all pastors, for this alone helps believers grow.

"In every period of history there will be a season during which men refuse to listen to sound doctrine, as in the past in Jeremiah 5:31, and Ezekiel 33:32".  (W Hendricksen, IBID, page 311).    It is this issue that Paul addresses in the next verse. There are some for whom, as Guthrie notes, "what they heard merely scratched their eardrums without penetrating further".  (The Pastoral Epistles, page 167).

Some people are a law unto themselves, they are not teachable, for they accept only what suits them. They do not want healthy doctrine, for they are not interested in genuine spiritual growth for it takes time, and energy, and involves some suffering! They are people who cannot take the heat that God's training involves for the believer. They want an easier route that makes them look spiritual without the energy that true growth requires.    

Paul uses a certain amount of sarcasm here. These people are like those with fleas, they have an itch and they scratch it. Their attitude to the precious things of God is like that of an animal with an itch, they don't think, they just go for what feels good. They want instant gratification. The result is terrible; they turn away from the truth and turn towards evil and finally receive the judgement that accompanies it!

To turn away from the teaching of God's word is to turn away from the source of truth, and so all that is left is "fables"; pleasant stories that please the Old Sin Nature but do not produce growth in the soul.  

The real danger to the church is not from the alcoholic and the drug addict for they know they are in sin and may repent, the real danger is from those who believe they are spiritual and teach doctrines that either deceive and distort truth, or put people into sleep, or fantasy land, and so either way, make them useless in the Angelic Conflict.

Paul has clear instructions for Timothy regarding his role. The instructions begin with, "but you", reminding Timothy and us that whatever others do we must stand for God, and be different.  Fairburn stresses this, "whatever others might do, and whether men will hear of whether they will forbear, this is what thou must do!"  (IBID, page 388).    

The commands are firm.

1.
Watch! - The nightly order to all guards in the Roman Army was this. Timothy is to be alert, sober, self controlled, and ever vigilant, watching for the enemy at all times, and being ready to raise the alarm and fight.  Remember the order was sometimes given, “Keep your clothes”, reminding the soldier that if he fell asleep the officer would set fire to his clothes!
2.
Endure! - Endure evil as it attacks and as the enemy tries to wear you down with pressures. It means, as we have seen before, grit it out, be tough and robust under pressures, by depending on the Lord rather than on your own strength.

3.
Do the work! - Timothy is to apply himself to the vitally important task of evangelism and teaching.

By fulfilling these things he will give full proof of his calling and will complete the ministry he is responsible for to God. We would say that Timothy is to stick to his job, do the basics, and so not get side tracked onto non-essentials.   
The answer to the new threat is simply to persevere in the old task. It will not be easy, therefore face hardships, better perhaps, accept hardship, these are simply incidental to the main purpose, work to spread the gospel", (C K Barrett, IBID, page 117). Hearing the Lord's "well done, good and faithful servant", (Matthew 25:21-23), is what we must desire above all else as pastors and believers.

Application

A.
PERSONAL

The Lord is watching our concentration as we hear the Word and also our performance as we apply it. How much more fervent would we be if we remember that? The Lord is the judge of us, not any other person or power. It is his assessment alone that matters throughout eternity, it is his "well done" that we should desire.

He is coming again and is coming to judge the lost and set up his kingdom. We are part of this and yet few believers today even know about the doctrines of end times.    

Paul was only in Thessalonica for a few weeks and yet he covered the doctrines of the Rapture, the Tribulation and the Second Advent. We should know these things, for such things will assist us in focusing our minds on what matters now and what does not.

As others in the church seek easy teaching and pleasurable activities that do not require concentration and energy we must remain true to the Biblical standard and seek out the faithful teachers of the Word and hear and apply their words. We must set our hearts to avoid the "itchy ears" group and go for the Biblical group for our fellowship!

What is your gift as a believer? If you are an evangelist, are you doing what the Lord has called you to? If you have the gift of helps are you doing what you can in your local assembly or church?    If the gift of giving is yours are you earning what you can and giving what you should? 

If you are a teacher, are you in the right place for you in the church? If you have the gift of counsel or encouragement, are you serving in small groups where you can exercise your gift to the growth of the believers there?    

Remember the Lord's words in Matthew 25:14-30, where the servant who had only one talent felt he couldn't use it, hid it, and so lost everything. Many in the church feel "under-gifted", but the Lord gives gifts to us all (1 Corinthians 12:7-11), as he wills (vs 11), and according to our abilities (Matthew 25:15), and we must use our gifts or lose them and the rewards that would have been ours. The Lord's will for us is that each person functions as he has intended. He gave the gifts, and he intends us to use what we have received without trying to be something we are not (1 Corinthians 12:20-27).   He holds us personally responsible!

B.
PASTORAL

As Ironside reminds us, "it is a poor kind of Christianity that rejoices in the fact that Christ has purchased for us eternal life through his death on the cross, yet refuses to identify oneself with him in suffering and persecution". (IBID, page 231).     

Timothy, and all who would stand in the battle line against the enemy as pastors, must heed the orders in these verses. They are our daily orders and must be actioned fully and completely.

Note the two groups of orders, with the warning that opposition without and apathy within the church may be our "battle zone" for teaching. We are to, preach, reprove, rebuke, exhort, teach doctrine, be watchful, alert, endure attacks and reverses, and do the work of evangelism and follow up. We are held responsible for our ministry and only by completing the full course will we be approved by our Lord as a faithful servant. It is only completion of the job that gives "full proof" that we have done our best. Anything short of the best is not good enough for we are in a battle for the souls of men, and eternal reward or judgement are the stakes we fight for.

Paraphrase

"I solemnly warn you therefore before God and pass these orders on to you from the Lord Jesus Christ who will hold you accountable for them being actioned. Remember that it is he who will judge all mankind at his second coming when he comes to establish his kingdom. Preach the Word, be like a soldier in battle as you preach it, teaching whether it is thought to be the "right" time or not. Produce evidence to convict people of the truth! Sharply rebuke those who are entering into error! Encourage those who are flagging in energy! Do all this with patient endurance and systematic teaching of the doctrines that will build them up. For the time will come when people will not want to hear sound and healthy Bible teaching but will gather themselves around teachers who teach fables and foolishness that is unable to bring them to spiritual maturity.   These are people with itchy ears, wanting things taught to them that immediately satisfy their lusts and produce pleasure rather than truth. So, like a good soldier, be watchful, alert, sober, and self controlled, endure all the pressures that come to you in your part of the Angelic Conflict, and do the job of an evangelist, so accomplishing your duty fully and completely before God".

DOCTRINES

JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST  

REWARDS AND CROWNS  

Verses 6 - 8

" For I am now ready to be offered and the time of my departure is at hand.    I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:  henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day:  and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing." 

Background And Analysis

Paul has called Timothy and all of us as pastors to do our very best, and complete our calling, and here in these verses he gives his mature testimony that he has completed his task and is now ready to lay down his burden knowing the job, for him, is done. He uses this testimony to remind each of us that this, that he is saying, should be the words for all to say at the end of their earthly service.   

The image he uses to start this section is that of the libation, or drink offering, that was poured out to the gods, or God, as a symbol of service offered. In the pagan world, as Hanson notes, "when a ship slipped her cable the custom was to pour out a libation to the gods just before it weighed anchor".  (IBID, page 99, also refer Hendricksen, IBID, page 314, and E F Scott, IBID, page 132).   

The word for departure was used for the weighing anchor of a ship and Paul sees his coming death as just that, a moving on to another destination; not an end, but a beginning of a new and wonderful journey to meet his master face the face.    While this is poetic and to a sailor sounds good, it isn’t likely that Paul had this metaphor in mind in land locked Rome in the midst of the Mamertine Dungeon (Mamertinum).
While this is a good picture, it is very probably not what Paul had in mind. "The metaphor is either from a sailor loosing his moorings or a soldier striking his tent; the next words make the latter the more probable", (W Lock, IBID, page 114,  also refer Fairburn, IBID, page 390, as E Simpson notes, "a sense of combat predominates", IBID, page 155).      

Paul has been speaking using military metaphors and this is the best picture to keep in mind through these verses. He has been fighting and leading the attack on the enemy for many years now and he is at this point withdrawing from the field of combat for the last time to receive his eternal reward, leaving the next generation to carry on the fight.  

This is "crunch time" for Paul, as death is for all of us! This is the time when people see how much we believe our testimony, and how strong our hold on doctrine really is. It is here that we see the final application of the things he said in Philippians (1:23, 2:17, 3:13, 14). It is as if Paul is saying to Timothy (who was the amanuensis for Philippians), "what I dictated to you then, that I was willing to depart and to have my life blood poured out, is now come to the test, I am face to face with it now!" (Lock, IBID, page 112).

Paul knows that the time for his execution is near, there is no hope of release now except the ultimate release straight into heaven itself. Of the five meanings of “analusis” (departure) one refers to the release of a prisoner from jail to full freedom, and this certainly is in view.  Paul sees heaven as his destination as he sits in an earthly place reminiscent of hell itself.
As he waits he is enjoying and using every minute. He, with Peter in his second letter (written about this time also, as they were in the same jail awaiting death), is the best example we have of the doctrine we call "Dying Grace" in the New Testament record.  Psalm 68:20, 116:15.
Like all who are facing their end he reviews his life and states the things he is certain of.    While some, like the liberal commentator Hanson, (IBID, page 99), feels Paul's confidence is so different than his early letters as to be a strange thing, most see it as the evidence of the genuineness of the letters for this is what one would expect of the old Apostle as he sums up an eventful life with God.      

Paul is as Ironside notes singing here, "this is Paul's swan song,.. . . . . but Paul did not wait until death to start singing. From the time he was saved by God's grace, he had a song in his heart which he continued to sing all his life". (IBID , page 240).

He sums up his testimony by three statements, drawing on three metaphors for the Christian life, soldier, athlete, teacher-priest:

1.
I have fought a good fight! - He is saying here, I have no regrets, I have fought to win as the Lord’s soldier in every battle and I look back with pleasure at what God enabled me to do. So may we all one day!

2.
I have finished my course. - The athletic stadium is in view here. Paul is bringing together all his early athletic metaphors here, noting he has not only run well but he has run according to the rules and now he can claim his prize. He has finished the race, he has met the standard set by the judge of all.

3.
I have kept the faith. - He had preserved the faith "once delivered" and he was able to pass on his message to Timothy intact, with no doctrine lost or diluted, but each as pure and powerful as the Lord had taught him through the Holy Spirit. Paul had guarded the altar of his soul and everything stored away there was intact, safe as a temple treasury.

He has perfect confidence in the certainty of eternal rewards for service rendered, and is trusting in the righteous judge that he will receive gracious blessing in eternity as he has had gracious provision in time. His reward, like ours, is laid aside in heaven for us. 

The way Paul expresses this it would appear that the rewards we are to receive are already there in heaven, as it were with our names on them, waiting for our arrival. Paul is expecting the "Crown Of Righteousness", one of the victor’s crowns that is set aside for those who serve the Lord with distinction in time.    

The Lord's return is when the crowns are given. 1 Corinthians 3:9-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10, Hebrews 6:7-12, 2 Timothy 2:12. It is only at the end of the age that things are summed up on earth as also in heaven, so Paul has been waiting in heaven with all the other saints for nearly two thousand years now, yet he "felt" the reality of this event so strongly, for it will be the climax of this age. 

His focus was on the realities of the Lord, and the fact that there was time between when he would die and when he would receive rewards was of no concern to Paul. He was seeing the Lord face the face (1 Corinthians 15) and that was enough until the plan of God had run its course. 

In the churches the communion service reminds us that we remember the Lord's death, "until he comes", 1 Corinthians 11:26. We are told, like the men in the parable, to "occupy until he comes!" (Luke 19:11ff), and to be ready for his appearing! (Luke 21:32-36, John 21:22).  Jesus told his disciples that he was going in order that he might return again to bring all who love him into a new place of blessing forever with him, (John 14:3-28). 

The issue for us is that we express our love for him appropriately, and that is by obedience to what he tells us to do, John 14:15, 21. John, in his first letter goes even further reminding the churches that to truly love him we need to be daily, moment by moment occupied with and abiding in him in our hearts, and that only as we let him fill our daily lives are we really ready for his appearing. 

John calls us to "abiding" fellowship with him moment by moment, so that we are able to resist sin and bring glory to him in all we do. 1 John 2:27-2:3. It is the daily purification from sin that is the Lord's objective for us in our loving him. Purity of life and witness will always be the result of loving him. 1 John 3:3.    

Harry Ironside told a good story to illustrate this. "I will never forget, as a boy, how I used to be amazed as I heard an old preacher say in public prayer, 'Oh Lord, keep my eyes on the Lord Jesus, don't let me become a wicked old man". (IBID, page 244).

It is our service in time that counts for the winning of rewards, and yet so few believers are gripped by either the desire to receive reward or the necessity to serve. For Paul it was a drivenness that he could not control, "woe to me if preach not the gospel!" 1 Corinthians 9:16-19.    We all need such a spirit within us for it is the mark that we are true sons and daughters of Christ.

Application

A.
PERSONAL

Are we ready for our own death?  This is the final and great test for all of us, and one we will all face unless we are part of the Rapture Generation. Why isn't it spoken more of in our churches today? This is the last taboo subject in many places, and for believers it should not be. A society is sick when it talks of sex openly, the pleasures of which last for a short time, and refuses to talk of death, the consequences of which last forever!

Paul was able to look back with great satisfaction and few regrets for time spent as a believer.   This must be our goal as believers for it is in the end of a life that we see the true value of it.   

One of the ancient philosophers said, "call no man happy until he is dead". By this he meant, that it is only in the moments before death that you see whether the choices he made really worked out for him and he was truly satisfied and happy with his lot. Paul is very relaxed with his place with God and the role he has had, and he has great satisfaction seeing it completed.

Our final days are often simply a reflection of the whole tenor of our life. Paul had poured himself out in service throughout his life and so the last pouring was just the natural continuation of that. Paul was not faced with any death bed changes or confessions, he was going to die as he lived, consistently occupied with Christ and what he wanted done. Paul appeals to us for consistency, to live each day as if it is our last, and so please our Lord every moment.

Paul was a warrior for the Lord and so are we all as members in his army, engaged in a daily battle against an enemy that hates us. Daily to put our armour on, daily to receive our orders through prayer and Bible study, and daily to set our guard against evil and sin in all its forms; all this is our task as soldiers of Christ. It is the fulfillment of this that wins the Lord's praise, and it is forgetting our place as soldiers that brings discipline to us in time and loss of reward in eternity.

Each of us have particular gifts and a place where these are to be ministered, and our job is to find this and be obedient in our service. We are not to try to usurp the place of others but to fulfill our own commission from the Lord. We are to "play by the rules" and not cause disruption or distress within the body of Christ but to work together with others to bring glory to the Lord who laid down his life for us. Our focus is to be on heaven not earth; we are to be heavenly minded rather than earthly minded. As we have seen in a previous chapter this is an important test for us all; do the things of time preoccupy us or do we keep our heart set on the things of God?

Are we awaiting his coming? Do we look forward to his rule over this earth? Are we showing this eagerness by and in our service now? For that is the way such anticipation is truly shown!  

There is certainty in his return and there is certainty in the reception of rewards for all who will serve him now as they should. Ironside reminds us of this point. "I do not know of any scripture that promises rewards for post mortem gifts for the work of the Lord,… . .  it is far better to give what you can while in the body, for if given as unto the Lord this assures reward in that day". (IBID, page 249).    

So many leave things in their will to the Lord's work that they could have given while alive, and shared then in a work and it's achievements. It is a good thing to leave things in a will to a work but there is no benefit to the person involved in time or eternity. Why wait believer, give your time, prayer, and if the Lord has blessed with money, give that now so that you may share in the work now as well as the blessings throughout eternity of being part of a great work.

B.
PASTORAL

The testimony of Paul must be the testimony we seek as pastors. Can we say now in our ministries that we are;

1.
Fighting the fight that the Lord has placed us in with a whole hearted commitment to winning for him?

2.
Striving by his rules to complete everything that is before us to do now, looking to satisfy his demands on our life?

3.
Obeying all orders received and guarding the truth we have received as the most precious thing we have?

Rewards are there not for us to glory in but for more glory to come to the Lord as throughout all eternity we will be visible reminders of what the Lord's power was able to achieve with a mere man or woman who was simply committed to him.

Conclusion

All our service to the Lord must be given with the mental attitude of the soldier, the athlete and the priest, looking to our master for his well done in all we do, and being focused on the eternal realities rather than the temporary gains of time.

Paraphrase

"For now I am ready to face my death, and the time of my execution draws near. Throughout my life as a believer I have poured myself out in service and now my last days and hours are to be an ongoing drink offering poured out to bring glory to God. As I see my physical death it is simply a striking of my earthly camp, so that I, as now an old soldier, can move away from the field of battle and take my well earned rest with my commander. I have fought a really triumphant fight, I have finished the particular course set for me, I have fought by the rules, I have obeyed all orders received, and have kept safe the truth that the Lord committed to me. Right now, there is a reward laid aside for me in heaven, a crown of righteousness, which the Lord the righteous judge will give me on that great day when he sets up his kingdom. This is not a reward that is for me only but is for all who love him, serve him,  and are eagerly waiting for his second coming."

DOCTRINES

DESTINY OF BELIEVERS  

REWARDS AND CROWNS  

JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST  

NOTES
Verses 9 - 15

" Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me:   for Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica, Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.   Only Luke is with me.    Take Mark and bring him with thee, for he is profitable to me for the ministry.   And Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus.    The cloak that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comst, bring with thee, and the books, but especially the parchments.    Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil:   the Lord reward him according to his works:   of whom be thou ware also;   for he hath greatly withstood our words."

Background And Analysis

Paul is very keen to see Timothy. He must have believed he had just enough months to live so as to allow for the delivery of this letter and for Timothy to take ship and come, but he knew it would be a close thing, so Timothy is urged to hurry. He must really make haste, or he will be too late.   This is emphasized, with the words to make haste, without delay, and come, all indicating the importance of Paul's urging. He misses his old friend and wishes for one last personal conversation before he dies.   It will be a great risk for Timothy to come, for he may also be arrested and die here.
When we face a great crisis it is a wonderful thing to do it with a chosen group of friends. Paul desires Timothy especially because so many of his old team have gone off and away from him during this last imprisonment.

1.
Demas the forsaker. - There are no good words that can be said of Demas now. Once he was the trusted companion but now he is one who has forsaken Paul and left him to his fate. It was a dangerous thing to stay with a condemned man, for to assist a traitor made the state feel you were one also. Luke ran this risk but Demas loved life too much to risk his own life for the sake of Paul.     

Paul is focused on the rewards of the next life but Demas has his eyes full of things of this life only; he was pre-occupied with the details of life rather than the lasting things of eternity.    

"It is the age to come that should determine the life of Christians".  (C K Barrett, IBID, page 120).    

It is often the last thing we hear about a man that sets his reputation, and so it is with Demas. He may have made good later, we do not know. We are left with the sober warning of the futility of following after worldly things when eternal issues are at stake. Colossians 4:14, Philemon 24.
2. Crescens to Galatia. - As Hendricksen says, "in contrast with Demas we must believe that both Crescens and Titus had gone where duty called them".  (IBID, page 320).   

Fairburn notes,  "they are not included in the blame associated with the name of Demas, yet we cannot say with Theodoret that they were absolutely free from blame, and that they were sent into those regions to preach the gospel .... the language of the Apostle implies they went of their own accord, not that they were sent by him".  (IBID, page 394-395).    

Stott believes, "the other three were not censured for their departure",(IBID, page 118), and yet it is clear there is something wrong here, for Paul "sends" Tychicus off to Ephesus, and this reference is well separated from the names of the other three.   

3. Titus to Dalmatia. - Titus had been asked to join Paul there many years before, Titus 3:12, and perhaps now had decided rather than wait with Paul for the end they should all get busy and go to where they could minister before they too were arrested. Whatever the reason for the two men leaving Paul felt deserted, and needed the comfort of his old "son" to ease the burden he felt.   

Guthrie suggests that Titus has completed the Cretan assignment and now is off to follow up in Dalmatia. (IBID, page 172). Church tradition records that he returned to Crete and served as its first bishop until his death and burial there.

4. Luke is still with Paul and Paul notes that he "alone" is with him underlining the sense of desertion and betrayal. Luke would have had to do everything for Paul, including washing toilet, and preparing food, as in jail there was only food and any small comfort if a man had friends.    

Sir William Ramsay notes, quite rightly, "the only way in which Luke could be allowed to accompany Paul and to be always close to him was that was understood to be a slave attending on his master Paul". (Pictures of the Apostolic Church, Page 312). Luke is certainly the best example of the truly humble Christian worker content with second place, for he faithfully backed up the great apostle without rebellion, or ever seeking the limelight for himself, even though he was the human author of two books of scripture.

5.
John Mark has been reconciled to Paul many years before and he is the one who Paul wishes to see also before he dies as one who can bring comfort to his soul at such a time as this.   The words Paul uses are also indicative of haste. In effect he says, as you pass his house pick him up and bring him along with you. Mark was clearly a man now who would respond to the call of service.    

Paul is going to need help in those last days and he is calling his best to him to assist at the crucial time to keep him strong, fed, warm and clean, so he can go to his death with as much dignity as possible, and so bring honour to the Lord. Mark is coming to give "service" and what is meant is that he is to be a valet, butler, footman, groomsman, prayer partner, Parchment reader, toilet emptier, or whatever Paul required. This is the attitude that is required of the man who would serve the Lord; let him be ready to do anything to assist one of God's servants.

5. Tychicus is a well known figure from Paul's letters. He was a man Paul could trust with large sums of money, and carried offerings from the Asian churches to Jerusalem, Acts 20:4-6, 2 Corinthians 8:19ff. He was with Paul in Rome during Paul's first imprisonment, and carried the letters to Ephesus and Colossae, Ephesians 6:21, Colossians 4:7-9. 

He was the man to relieve Titus while he went to Nicopolis, Titus 3:12, and had clearly been serving with Paul after his release from that first imprisonment. We do not know anything about this man after this record. He was certainly a man who could be used to fill in for key men, and not cause trouble or schisms. He had one goal and that was to bring glory to God, he was a man without pride or arrogance.

Paul was now thinking very practically. He was sure he was to die but he did not know when, so there was a winter to think about. He had to get Timothy and John Mark to him before the ships stopped sailing and also he had to get the clothing and other things he needed to be prepared to spend another winter in the Roman jail. "If his destination to suffer martyrdom should somehow be postponed till that season, he would need the garment to protect him from the cold". (Fairburn, IBID, page 396). He asks for some interesting things.

1.
Cloak. - This is a large full length garment that would be used as a blanket as well as a winter garment. It was the difference between survival or not in a winter. It was forbidden under the Mosaic Law to keep a cloak held for surety of a debt overnight. A man had to be given the cloak back to ensure a debtor did not die of exposure. Paul wants to ensure he is not going to die before the Lord wants, he is in no hurry, for he wants things to happen in the Lord's time and with the Lord’s glory being seen by all.   Execution had nobility and witness in it, but death by pneumonia in jail would be without the public witness he desired for the truth to be seen by all.
2.
Books. - Paul had left several things with Carpus at Troas, things he hadn't had time to gather at his arrest. The books would have been very valuable, probably copies of the Old Testament in the Greek language, the Septuagint. A bound volume would be worth a great deal of money, a man's wages for a year! Paul wanted to use whatever time he had to study more and teach more.    

The author knew the late Professor E M Blaiklock, who as he died of cancer had the same mental attitude we see here with Paul. While in bed on his last day alive the Professor was reading and marking Greek work set for a student and reading his books so that he might help others. He placed his last book down and died. This is where Paul was, he was ready to serve right until the very last moment.

3.
The parchments. - These were the even more valuable vellum manuscripts of the Old Testament, also for study and teaching purposes. Barrett raises the question as to whether the parchments may have been proofs of his citizenship, (IBID, page 121), but these would have been in the Scriptorium at Rome anyway. As Hendricksen says, "is it not natural to assume that the Lord's prisoner desired above all else to spend his few remaining weeks or months in meditating on the Word of God".  (IBID, page 323).


4
Paul next mentions a major enemy of the gospel, who attacked him in the past. From the context it would appear he lived in the province of Asia rather than in Rome, as he warns Timothy against him. He may even have been in Troas and that Timothy will be in danger as he passes through that port, that possibly Alexander was the man who set up Paul's arrest. (J Pollock, The Apostle, page 234, and also Hanson, IBID, in discussion of verse 14). He was certainly more than just, "a troublesome member". ( E Scott, IBID, page 139).

It is well that we are warned of evil men who stay within the fold of the church, so that we might beware of them and their influence. All too often evil men within the church are protected by a wall of silence when members of the church will not speak up about their evil for fear of embarrassment or legal action. Like Paul we must not mince our words, our brothers in ministry deserve warning that they might take heed and protect themselves. Paul speaks of his certain judgement; the Lord will reward him (future active indicative) for his evil. 

As E Simpson notes, "this statement is a declaration of the offenders certain judgement not a prayer for its infliction". (IBID, page 160). 

The Lord will deal with these men but until his axe falls we must beware! He will be judged according to his works, that is, the Lord will judge him in accordance with what he has done, and the evil done to Paul will be visited on him.

This man showed his colours by opposition to the words of the apostolic band. This is the test of evil men, that they hate the truth, and therefore hate and oppose the preachers of it. John 15:18-25. We must take Paul's warning seriously. Paul uses the military order, "guard!" (Greek, “phulasso”, present active imperative = keep on guarding at all times), and then adds that he has "greatly" opposed them, indicating that this Alexander had put all his energy into opposing the apostle and his words.  

Application
A.
PERSONAL

"May we be encouraged by Luke and warned by Demas, to go on faithfully in the path of service to which our God has called us". (Ironside, IBID, page 260).    

What examples of service do we have here, men like Luke and Timothy and Mark, men who would risk their lives for their old teacher and serve him as a slave would serve and do it all "as unto the Lord". This is where we must be in our attitude towards the servants of the Lord.      

There are words of warning here that we might not be found in the end to betray our Lord or his men. We don't know if Crescens and Titus are in or out of God's will when they left Paul, but their departure hurt the old man. Let us be careful of our reading of the Lord's will for us. Tychicus is a great reminder of the faithful pastor, ever ready to stand in the breach to support others and fill a pulpit for an absent pastor without any pride or contentiousness.

As we think upon Alexander we are face to face with evil, and every church has its members who, like him, can withstand the faithful words of the pastor. Let us beware of all such men for they abound in churches today as at all times – they are the false brethren that the enemy delights in promoting and using for maximum destructive benefit.

As we meditate upon what Paul asked for in these last months of his life do you feel convicted of your attitudes towards things? Here we have the great apostle who owned only one overcoat, so that when winter came he had to ask for it to be brought to him. We see a humble and poor man and yet the most powerful man in the Roman Empire! Our Lord's words as he spoke of the lilies of the field (Matthew 6), reminding us that we are not to seek riches but his will, find a wonderful fulfillment in Paul's last months. Also his own words , in 1 Timothy 6:8, "having food and raiment let us be content", ( also Philippians 4:11) are proved true by example.    

This is the example we must follow, rather than the jaded hypocrisy of the super wealthy pastors of our bloated age. Let none of us ever count wealth and earthly position as evidence of anything in the spiritual arena. Let us beware of the rich and powerful, for all the Lord's servants were or became poor in their service for him.

B.
PASTORAL

In this section we are challenged as in all others to develop our character in a godly manner in order that we may serve the Lord and his men in a better way. We are to serve as John Mark and Luke, ready to do anything to the furtherance of the gospel, and like Tychicus, to be ready to go anywhere and fill in for others, without desiring their ministries, but being content to support God's work wherever it is done. 

Each of the men mentioned in this section give us either example or warning.   Crescens, Demas and Titus have left Paul, although two of them maybe for good reasons have headed away, but we must beware that we do not put our plans ahead of God’s. Had these men stayed would Paul have required Timothy and John Mark to make such a perilous journey? We can only speculate!    We do know the importance of walking with the Lord and supporting his men in their work until it is over or we are relieved by others. Let us be sure of our priorities and not be like Demas who loved what this world had to offer and so lost eternal reward.

Paul's attitude must be a challenge to each of us. As he faces death he is focused on passing on instructions for the generation that will follow him. We must also be so focused on God's work rather than ourselves that we do the work and complete the task assigned to us.

Paul faced enemies as all who will serve the Lord must, and he was blunt about the dangers they posed. He warns his men of Alexander, and all who would follow Paul must be ready to identify, and deal with the Alexander's who will cross their path.

Conclusion

Once again we see the things that matter for the mature believer, and they are related to finishing the course set for us that the Lord's work may come to fruition and completion before we pass over to the next generation. Let us serve as Paul did!

Paraphrase

"Do your very best to come without delay to me here in Rome, for Demas has abandoned me, having loved the pleasures of this world more than the Lord's will, and he is gone to Thessalonica.   Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia, and only Luke is left with me. Call by Mark's house and get him to accompany you for he is useful for service and I really need a man like him with me now. Tychicus have I sent on to Ephesus to relieve you. As you come call in at Troas and collect the cloak I left with Carpus, also the books and don't forget the valuable parchments.   Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm and evil, but the Lord will give to him what he deserves according to what he did to me. Beware of him for he has put all his energy into opposing our words."

Verses 16 - 18, 19 -22.

" At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me and strengthened me:   that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever, Amen."

" Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus, Erastus abode at Corinth, but Trophimus  have I left at Miletus sick. Do thy diligence to come before winter. Eubulus greeteth thee, and Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the brethren. The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with you.   AMEN." 

Background And Analysis

The fact that the others had left Paul or were, for some reason unable to support him, comes out here. He stood alone before Caesar at his first trial, and he is not happy about it. They "all forsook me", he says. This is strong language, for an important event. This was the time for Paul's friends to stand by him but not one (even Luke apparently) was there to share his fate. How like our Lord at his trial? 

As the disciples fled from the Lord so Paul is deserted by those he led to the Lord and trained to serve him. The Roman judicial system had two trials, the first called the "Actio" and the second, the "Ampliatio", the first was a general discovery of the issues the second the amplification of these and the final judgement.  (Refer P Fairburn, IBID, page 399, also W Hendricksen, IBID, pages 328 - 330, for good discussions of this). 

The Roman church had been greatly blessed by the Apostle, both in person and through his wonderful letter to them and yet not one of them stood alongside him as his friend in court!     What an indictment for this church! Nero's persecution of the church had begun by this time and it would have been a death sentence to stand beside Paul, but someone should have! Note Paul's attitude towards them, he knows their courage failed them, and he doesn’t want them to suffer the Lord's judgement for this understandable short coming. I don't want this to be "reckoned to them", he says. They don't have to pay for this! God was gracious and faithful and he will be to them for this failing.

"He was a wearied worker, a forlorn and all but deserted teacher, a despised and all but condemned prisoner, but he knows that he (the Lord) has made no mistake, (and there is a), thankfulness to the master who has shared his sufferings and will share his bliss". (A Plummer, IBID, page 429 - 430). 

God was with Paul and gave him inner strength.   This grace was essential after so many weeks and months in the prison. He was not in private lodgings now, as in his first imprisonment, but in the worst hell hole in Rome, the Mamertine dungeon, where many died of disease well before they even got to trial. Paul recognized that he was in the Lord's hands and he was happy so to be.    

The Lord used the very fact of his deserted state to magnify his name and allow Paul to proclaim the truth in the very presence of the emperor's court in a way that he had dreamed he might be able to do. The defence he gave was heard by "all nations", this may indicate that there were people from all provinces of the empire there that day and they all heard the words that Paul was able to speak.

Not only was he able to speak boldly and fully he was saved that day from death. He tells us that he was delivered from the "mouth of the lion", a fate that many believers suffered. "Some say the lion was Nero, some (the church fathers) say the lions in the amphitheatre, other again, his Jewish accusers, or the jaws of death".  (Fairburn, IBID, page 399).  

Wiersbe notes, "Paul was referring to some scheme of the devil to defeat him and hinder the work of the gospel. To be saved from the lion's mouth was a proverbial saying which meant to be delivered from great danger (Psalm 22:21)", (IBID, page 172). This was after the great fire at Rome, a fire that Nero had blamed on the Christians, and so the feeling of the populace was running high, and Nero was after the death of both Peter and Paul as the "ringleaders" of the Christians.  (Refer J Pollack, IBID, page 235). As a Roman citizen he was spared the arena or crucifixion, and as Ramsay notes, " as a Roman citizen he was privileged to have a more honourable form of death". (Pictures of the Apostolic Church, page 337).

The term for being delivered, indicates that it was a close thing, and that he was barely saved by an act of the Lord's grace. He does not tell us any more, but there is clearly a wonderful story to hear about this in heaven! It reminds us of an important principle for the believer, that the Lord will deliver us, he is responsible to keep us alive until we have fulfilled all he wishes us to do, and he will do this! 
As long as the Lord has something for us to do he will keep us safe. When we have fulfilled our purpose he will take us home and that is the right time to die. Death has no fear for the spiritual and mature believer, for if we walk with him we will simply pass from fellowship in time to eternal fellowship and will do so at exactly the right time for us.

Paul is able therefore in verse eighteen to affirm his security in the Lord. He will deliver and he will preserve, and he will do both "for" heaven. The Lord will keep him from all danger and he will die at the right time and go straight into heaven. As the Lord committed himself into the Father's hands before the cross that he would be kept until the right time so Paul does the same here.     

Through all dangers he will be kept so that he might keep on witnessing to his master until the last minute of his life. The final deliverance is death itself, delivering us directly into the presence of God in heaven. This is the triumphant attitude of the mature believer and it should be one we all share.  As Pollock notes, "he was going to a feast, to a triumph, to the crowning day to which he had pressed forward,..No executioner was going to lose him the conscious presence of Jesus.   He was not changing his company, only the place where he enjoyed it. Better still he would see Jesus!" (IBID, page 238).

Paul is a wonderful example of occupation with Christ; as the end draws near his focus is clearer and clearer on eternal realities and the need to set the example for others to follow unto the end.    "In spite of the fuller knowledge of his limitations which years bring to all men - or, perhaps, more truly, because of it - he grows more conscious of a power behind him and within him".  (Glover, IBID, page 115).

Paul's “amen” at this point is not a false ending, he wasn't going to stop here. It is simply the Jewish way of urging all to "amen" the sentiments behind the verses. To say "amen" was to say, "let it be true for me in my life also", and Paul desires all who read this letter to stand as he did in total confidence in the keeping power of God.   

The last four verses are Paul's farewell to the church, and shows that even though all had left him at his first court appearance the church had gathered around again now and Paul delivers their greetings. Let us look at this last role call of the saints who assisted Paul, or who he thought of in the end.

1.
Prisca and Aquila. - This couple had shared many things with Paul and even though they had lived in different parts of the Empire for many years they kept in touch with him, and were untied in spirit with him. They are mentioned in Acts 18:2, 18, 24-26, Romans 16:3,4, 1 Corinthians 16:19. They had met Paul as tent makers together in Corinth, then had gone to Ephesus where business took them, and then to Rome and by the time of this letter were back in Ephesus. It may have been that this couples' business was the one Paul worked in as a tent maker. They were an active Christian couple who used their business and their home for the Lord's work, taking a great interest in teaching the Word and encouraging young pastors.

2.
Onesiphorus. - This was a man who nearly gave his life for Paul during the time spoken of in the first chapter, 1 Timothy 1:16, 18, as a man who "often refreshed" him. The way he speaks of this man indicates he may have died a martyr’s death assisting Paul, and at the end Paul remembers his family in prayer.

3.
Erastus. - We meet him first in Acts 19:22 as the treasurer of the city of Ephesus, and later he is greeted as a man in the Roman church, and possibly now an official in that great city, Romans 16:23. By the time of the first great persecution he is staying at Corinth, possibly because he is under threat as every Christian was in Nero's Rome, especially officials.

4.
Trophimus. - This active believer was the man Paul trusted with the letter to the Ephesians that he took from Rome back to his home church. He is introduced first in Acts 21:29, and then as a man trusted with the money collection to go to Jerusalem, 2 Corinthians 8:19, meeting Paul as a delegate of the churches at Troas to go to Jerusalem, Acts 20:4-6. He was with Paul when he was arrested in Jerusalem.    

While Paul went to Rome for his first imprisonment this man was apparently with him and then returned home with the prison letter to his church. After Paul's release he clearly went back to Asia and teamed up with this man but he fell sick before Paul was arrested and was left behind at Miletus. It is an important point for those who argue that Paul had the gift of healing throughout his ministry. He did not heal this man, and given the love he had for him the only reason could be, he could not heal him, by this stage Paul either did not have a healing gift, (Compare Acts 19 :11-12), or it was not the Lord’s will for this man to be healed at that point, but to be left behind for another purpose.

5.
Eubulus. - A Greek name indicates the breadth of the church at Rome at this time. He is unknown except for this reference. He is known "only" as one of the men who stood by Paul, and such is a good testimony.

6.
Pudens. - Nothing is known of this man other than that he was clearly a fine servant of the Lord to be known to Timothy in Ephesus and in Rome. At this time, with the others, he was risking his life for Paul's sake.

7.
Linus. - This is the man whose name is recorded after Peter and Paul as the first formal Bishop of Rome. Church history records that he served for twelve years before his death.

8.
Claudia. - She is also an "unknown" believer, in that she is not recorded elsewhere in scripture but she is not unknown to God. She may have been a wife of one of the men or a deaconess, either way she was independently active in the gospel work so as to risk her life for Paul's sake.

Paul is concerned that he is ready for the winter and repeats the command to "come before winter", that he might see them before his death. He was to die in the spring. These are sad words yet they are also triumphant for Paul reminds us in his prayer, that the Lord will be with our spirit, and that his grace is always with us. No one is indispensable to his work and even though Paul is about to leave the stage there will be these others to carry the burden on and the gospel will prosper and within 250 years will conquer the very Empire that would order his death.

Application

A.
PERSONAL

To be like Jesus, that is to be our aim, and in these verses we see men and women who were faithful in their walk after our Lord's example. Readiness to share the Apostle’s fate marked each of the people mentioned here. 

They may have fallen short of the standard in the early days, in not standing by Paul at his first court appearance, but they have well and truly made up for that now, they stand with him ready to die with him for the Lord's name's sake.

God knows when our courage fails us and does not judge us according to our deserts but according to his great grace towards us. Paul reminds us of this and also that when other desert us the Lord never will, (2 Timothy 2:13 also reflects this thought). When we are in danger the Lord is our comfort and protector (Psalm 23), we will experience no evil that he has not permitted to come to us for greater glory and reward, as we walk with him through it. We see this in Paul's deliverance, and even later in his death. 

Each of the believers mentioned in this section are a source of encouragement to us. They show us that all who fail but then repent and stand for the Lord again have a place in the record of his saints and do not lose their rewards, but receive spiritual blessings a plenty in time and eternity.    

B.
PASTORAL

Did all the Pauline team's courage fail them? We cannot know for sure until we meet them in heaven, but it reminds us that even the best and most faithful of men can fail us in the hour of need, and Paul's attitude is the one to follow. He tells the truth as it is but holds no grudges; each man is left with his own conscience. We must depend only on the Lord, for all men will fail us at some point but he never does.    

To the Lord belong the issues of our death, Psalm 68:20; he holds our life in his hands and we are safe as we walk with him, for we will not die one second before his plan calls for it, Psalm 116:15. Our job as pastors is therefore to knuckle down and work, and not concern ourselves with fears of death, for our death is in his hands, Hebrews 2:14,15.  

As pastors we must sing with Paul and John Newton, of his "Amazing Grace".



"Amazing Grace how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me



 I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see,"



"Thru many danger, toils and snares, I have already come,



Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home!"

Conclusion

There is no alternative for the believer to total devotion to the task the Lord has given us; anything else leads to misery in time  and denies us rewards in eternity. Daily "Occupation with Christ" is the only way to live and the only way to die.

Paraphrase

"At my first court appearance no-one stood by my side, but all men deserted me. I pray to the Lord that this failing may not be held against them and that they be not judged for it. Even though men failed me the Lord did not, he stood with me and strengthened me, in order that through me all the gentiles who were there heard the gospel proclaimed clearly. The Lord also delivered me from the great danger I was in at that time and I was saved from an early death.   And I am convinced that the Lord will keep on delivering me from every evil work and will preserve me so that I enter into his eternal kingdom in his time and in his way. To him be the glory for ever and ever, AMEN! Salute Priscilla and Aquila and all the members of the household of Onesiphorus. Erastus stayed on at Corinth as we went through there, and Trophimus I had to leave behind at Miletus as he was very ill. Move with all speed to come to me before the winter starts. Eubulus sends personal greeting to you, as does Pudens, Linus and Claudia and al the Christians in the church here. The Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Grace be with you all.   AMEN".
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