EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA


EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

[image: image1.png]4

P~
T

Z] EXLVWOKETE v aAnbaav @




PROPHECY

250 BIBLICAL PROPHECIES.

AND 

THEIR FULFILLMENTS

by

DR PETER MOSES

[BOOK 116]

JUNE 2006

WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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INTRODUCTION

Prophecy features strongly in the Bible and the prophecies are often very specific. 

Why would God provide so many prophetic statements in the Bible which are unique among “holy books” in their specific details? 

In order to answer that question we need to realise that God is outside time. God does not need time, He was before time and will be after time. Man however is constrained by time.

An example of God being outside time is the fact that sins we have committed in this century were judged and paid for in full when our Lord Jesus Christ died on the Cross some 2000 years ago and made the once and for all sacrifice that satisfied God. 

In order that we in our century are able to be saved demonstrates clearly that God is outside time.

We live in a four dimensioned world with length, breadth, depth and time being our constraints. 

If we met a person who came from say a two dimensional universe we would know much more and be able to share this knowledge with them in a clear way so that they would recognise us as being very different but real.

It is clear therefore that God using His unique book the Bible is able to demonstrate to use that He exists, that He is aware of history past, present and future and is able to identify the Lord Jesus Christ as the true Messiah and only Son of God.

In addition He shows what will happen at various times during the history of man. He names specific people, places and incidents and they are fulfilled perfectly.

By studying and seeing past prophecies being fulfilled we can not only recognise the Lord Jesus Christ for whom He is but see the overall plan of God for the future. 

This book is divided into three sections, two of which have been fulfilled which should give us total confidence that the third section which I believe is still future will be fulfilled as promised in His Word.

SECTION 1 - THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

The first section deals with the Lord Jesus Christ. The fulfilment of so many prophecies by a single person at a particular point of time in history is statistically so astronomic as to be absolutely sure.

Let us examine this concept by looking at examples and comparing it to Bible prophecy.

WHAT IS THE CHANCE?

CREATION AND THE DNA MOLECULE

The basic building block of life is DNA. Scientists have calculated that the chance of DNA occurring naturally in its right order is 10 to the 57th power

Most Scientists believe that the age of the universe is 10 billion years If you are going to make DNA by chance you have to make it by biological generation The more generations you have the more chance you have got.

Generations vary. For man a generation could be 70 years. Let us take a very short generation one which only exists for 1 second which of course is absurdly small. 

In the 10 billion years we have only 10 to the 17th power seconds which is far too short a time period 

If you go to a generation lasting only one nano second which is a millionth of a second the figure goes to 10 to the 26th power. The possibility of a DNA molecule occurring naturally is therefore absurd. 

Without DNA there cannot be life so the inability to naturally provide DNA tells of an external Creator.

THE LAW OF CHAOS

The scientific law of chaos states that the universe is getting less organised. An example of this is a new pack of cards when shuffled become less ordered. Another would be fossil fuel when burnt becomes less organised. The only area which does not follow that universal rule is life.

GOD AND DIMENSIONS

As mentioned before man lives in a four dimensioned state, the three dimensions of length, width and depth to which is added a fourth dimension which is time.

God however is outside time and the three physical dimensions even as we are outside a two dimension state and therefore able to view the whole existence of history without the restraints of the fourth dimension time.

This also allows the Lord Jesus Christ in a resurrection body which is flesh and bone to walk into rooms through shut doors as demonstrated in the gospels.

God is the Creator and therefore outside creation. If he were created he would be subject to the four dimensions

CONCLUSION

It is therefore concluded that an external creator is involved with the creation of life as the Scriptures say.

Colossians 1:15-16 “Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:16  For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

PROPHECY AND THE CHANCE OF JESUS CHRIST BEING THE MESSIAH

2 Peter 1:16-21  “For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17  For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came  such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 18  And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. 19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

In this passage Peter makes a startling statement . Peter who was one of the inner circle of disciples with James and John and had been with the Lord, Moses and Elijah on the Mt of Transfiguration states that the Word of Prophecy given to us is even more sure than the eyewitness that he has been privileged to be involved with.

We know that even though we observe something we may not have the full picture. The Holy Spirit who is the author of Scripture as seen in verse 21 knows the whole picture and knew it in eternity past as He is outside time.

Again we see the intervention of a person who is outside of time coming into time for the benefit of those who are in a time dimension. This explains also how God can know the beginning from the end as He is outside that dimension.

EMPHASIS IN THE BIBLE

To show the importance of a subject in the Bible we need to see how much of it is allocated to that subject. The subject of Creation for instance occurs in about 10 chapters. Our redemption is far more represented than creation as is prophecy. 

With the amount of space allocated to prophecy God obviously wanted man to take notice. Prophecy and its fulfilment validates the concept of an all knowing and all loving Creator outside our dimension wishing to make His plan known to His creatures so that they can have fellowship with Him.

We will see that the track record of prophecy and history is 100% and demonstrates that the Bible is self validated.

If you check scientific text books, those written a few years ago will seem quaint as they are out of date but the Bible was, is and remains accurate and unchangeable. Jude 3 states “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” 
The word “once” is “hapax” which means “once and for all”. The continuity claimed by the Lord regarding the Scriptures is further given in Matthew 24:35 “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.”
THE BIBLE AND PROPHECY – WHAT IS THE CHANCE THAT THE BIBLE IS TRUSTWORTHY?

Firstly we need to be aware of the fact that of the Scriptures of different religions only the Bible gives specific prophecies. 

As the prophecies in the Bible are specific we can test out their accuracy by comparing them to history and thereby evaluate the value of prophecies not yet fulfilled. 

To this end we look at prophecies involved with the Lord Jesus Christ and the chances of His fulfilling Biblical prophecies personally and literally. We will take a small sample of eight of the 333 Old Testament prophecies said to be fulfilled by the Messiah.

Many critics of the Bible say that Daniel was a historical rather than prophetic book, that there were two or more authors called Isaiah and place prophetic books at a later date to try and downplay prophecy. However the publication of the LXX or Septuagint , the Greek translation of the Old Testament by 70 scholars in Alexandria in the 3rd century BC obviously predates the birth and Ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ. All the Old Testament prophecies involving the Lord Jesus Christ therefore are prophecies and not history.

Many of the prophecies such as Daniel’s 70th week from Daniel 9:24-27 are highly technical and have therefore a very low chance of being fulfilled. However we shall take 8 simple prophecies which were fulfilled by our Lord and allocate.

	PROPHECY
	CHANCE OF HAPPENING 1 in

	Messiah being born in Bethlehem
	4000

	King entering Jerusalem on a donkey 
	2500

	A herald in front of the Messiah
	1000

	30 pieces of silver buy Potters Field involving the Temple
	100,000

	Messiah to be wounded in his hands
	1000

	As an innocent person do not defend yourself
	100

	Killed with the wicked and buried with the rich
	1000

	His coat gambled for and clothes divided
	1000


The chance of this happening to the same person is 1 in 10 to 25th power. You now have to divide this by the number of people who have ever lived say 100 billion which is 10 to 11th power. You have therefore got 1 in 10 to14th power of the eight prophecies being fulfilled any time in the history of man. This is equivalent to placing $1 coins over the 1 million sq miles of Western Australia 75 coins deep with only one marked and picking the marked one up by chance.

If you look at 48 prophecies of the 333 and use electrons as our model we find that a ball of electrons placed side by side the size of the universe of 6 billion light years is far too small. We need to remember that side by side without any space between them we could accommodate 10 to 19th power electrons per linear centimetre. 

If you now look at the 333 prophecies which incidentally include the change of being “conceived by a virgin” and “rising from the dead” the certainty that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Messiah is absolute.

As Peter said “We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed”, and repeat what  Job confidently said 2000 years before Peter in Job 19:25-26 “I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 26  And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: 

SECTION 2 - HISTORICAL

The second section of the book looks at prophecies dealing with Cities and Nations, the Jewish people and the Gentiles. 

In the case of Cities and Nations there are detailed prophecies regarding places many with multiple fulfilments in history. We see what was forecast for Babylon, Jerusalem, Nineveh, Tyre, Sidon and others and how future events from the time of prophecy came to pass withy total accuracy.

In the case of the Jews and Gentiles there are specific prophecies which were fulfilled to the letter. We therefore should have utmost confidence that what will occur in the future as stated in the Bible will in fact occur in God’s timing.

SECTION 3 - FUTURE

Studies of the future prophecies should give us great confidence that God is in control. Often Christians in this area take prophecies out of context and not only come out with predictions that are not fulfilled by also seriously downgrade the importance of prophecy sometimes to the extent that many Christians will not consider it or spiritualise it away.

Having said that, in this section we can see a wide variety of conditions and events either in place or coming into being that indicate that the culmination of history, the Second Coming of our Lord together with the setting up of His kingdom is increasingly imminent
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PART 1 - JESUS CHRIST

SECTION A  -  CHILDHOOD OF CHRIST

THE CHRIST CHILD

PROPHECY

 Isaiah 9:6,7 (740 BC): 6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

1 .The people of Judah at the time of this prophecy were at a low point in their history, being led by their apostate king Ahaz.  They were living in a period of unrelieved gloom. Zebulun and Naphtali had suffered reprisal raids made on Israel by Tiglath Pileser Ill of Assyria who had deported many of its inhabitants.

2. In this darkness Isaiah prophesied a glorious future with the Messiah himself coming from this region. The Messiah, the light of the whole world, would arise in the glorious day when the Davidic dynasty would become established forever and the Messianic kingdom come into being.  His kingdom would be one of peace, justice, prosperity and righteousness, in stark contrast to the kingdom of Ahaz.

FULFILLMENT

"The child born":

Luke2:11,12 (c.6BC) 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger..
The first of six fulfillments is the child born.  Jesus had to be born to be true humanity.  As God cannot die, Jesus had to become man to be subject to death, even the death of the cross (Hebrews 2:9).  Jesus also had to become man to be a priest, a king and a mediator.  It is of great importance that in verse 11 the baby born in Bethlehem is not only our Saviour but also shown to be the Messiah (Christ) and God (the Lord).  Nevertheless Jesus is a baby lying in a manger.

FULFILLMENT

"The Son given"

John 3:16 (6 BC): For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."
God loved humanity so much that he gave his everlasting Son that by faith in him men should be saved.  In order to live eternally, mankind has to have an eternal relationship with a person with everlasting life - God.  The child born and the Son given points to the unique person of all time - the God-man, Jesus Christ Jesus is therefore Em​manuel, God with us (Matthew 1:23).  As God, Jesus Christ is eternal; he is the beginning and the & end: the alpha and omega (Revelation 1:8).
FULFILLMENT

"The government on his shoulders"

1 Corinthians l5:25,26 (second advent): For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 26  The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.
The government shall be on upon his shoulders.  Jesus Christ is the Lord omnipotent, the King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords.  Jesus is seen here as the great conqueror.  He currently sits in the place of commendation at the right hand of God the Father until all his enemies are made his footstool.  It is because of our union with Christ that we shall reign with him (Revelation 20:4-6), and through him we conquer death.

FULFILLMENT

"The mighty God"

Titus 2:13 (second advent): Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;
We look forward to the appearance of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, firstly, at the Rapture of the Church (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) and after that at the second advent (Revelation 19:11-16) at the commencement of his glorious reign on the earth.

FULFILLMENT

"Prince of peace"

Ephesians2:14 (32AD): For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;
The work of Jesus is the means of creating peace between God and man through reconciliation by his death on the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21).  Jesus is also a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek (Psalm 110:4), who was the king priest of Salem (or peace).  The wall of partition being broken allows us entrance to God (Hebrews 4:14-16), thus allowing us to approach the throne of grace.

FULFILLMENT

"Eternal ruler"

Luke l:31-33 (second advent): And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 32  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 33  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

This shows Jesus Christ as the eternal King descended from David (Isaiah 9:7).  The kingdom over which he reigns is an eternal kingdom.  Jesus is seen as a direct descendent of David through Solomon in Matthew 1. He will have eternal life as he will reign forever.

SUMMARY.  Jesus, during his first advent, fulfilled the birth of a child, the giving of the Son and made peace with God possible through the cross.  He is still to fulfill the rest of the prophecy when he returns as world ruler and the King of the Jews, reigning oh the throne of David (Revelation 20:4-6; 21: 5,6).  The prophecy of Isaiah 9:6,7, therefore, shows Jesus as Saviour and coming King, embracing both first and second advents.

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB : Davidic Covenant, Footstool, King-Priest-Prophet, Peace, Reconciliation

THE SEED OF THE WOMAN

PROPHECY
Genesis 3:15 (c. 4000 BC): " And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel..

1 . Immediately after the fall of man, God, as an act of grace, gave the first Gospel message in Genesis 3:15.  It stated that the Messiah would be born of a woman.  It was further stated that Satan would be crushed and defeated.

2. It is of interest that the mention of salvation preceded that of the judgment on the woman (Genesis 3:16) and the man (Genesis 3:17-19).
3. Throughout the scriptures the principle of grace before judgement is mentioned, showing God as the God of mercy who is not willing that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9).
PROPHECY
Genesis 15:5 (c. 2000 BC) And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.
1 .The provision of Jesus Christ, the seed of the woman, was re-stated some 2000 years later to Abraham to reinforce the promises already given to him by God under the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3).

2. Abraham is told by God to come out of his tent and look at the stars and recount them in order.  He is told that this is where the story of the Messiah is located.  The reason the stars had been given by God included that of signs (Genesis 1:14).
FULFILLMENT

Galatians 3:16 (6BC) Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.
1 . The seed of the woman is confirmed as the person of Jesus Christ by Paul (Galatians 3:16).

2. Sin came into the world through one man, Adam.  Throughout history from Adam to the death of Jesus Christ on the cross, Satan unsuccessfully attempted to prevent the seed of the woman fulfilling this prophecy.

3. The bruising of the heel is a representation of the sufferings of Jesus Christ on the cross (Isaiah 53:5).

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB – Angels:  Satan and Satanic Attack, Christ:  Seed, Sin

BORN OF A VIRGIN

PROPHECY

Isaiah 7:14 (742 BC): Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Emmanuel.
1 . The Lord, in speaking to Ahaz, King of Judah (the Achaz of Matthew 1:9) at a time of great peril when a confederation of Syria and Israel came towards Jerusalem (Isaiah 7:1).

2. God predicted the downfall of Israel (Isaiah 7:8).

3. Ahaz is commanded by God to ask for a sign in the depths or in the height above (Isaiah 7:11).

4. Ahaz refuses but God gives him a sign that a virgin shall conceive and bear a son and shall call his name Emmanuel (God with us).

5. This confirms the Davidic covenant.

6. It also confirms the prophecy of Genesis 3:15 regarding the seed of the woman; and in Genesis 15:5 where Abraham is told to look at the stars.

7. It is of interest that in the constellation of Virgo the virgin, the brightest star is Spika, the seed. The sign is in the height above.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 1:22,23 (6 BC) Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 23  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.
Jesus had to be born of a virgin to:

1.  Not inherit the sin nature of Adam (1 Timothy 2:14).

2. Comply with the curse of Coniah (Jeremiah 22:28-30).

3. Fulfill prophecy (Isaiah 7:14).
4.Be the God-man conceived by the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:1 8-23).

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  Christ:  Virgin Birth, Mary

BORN IN BETHLEHEM

PROPHECY
Micah 5:2  (710 BC): But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the  thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.

1. At the time of Micah in the 8th Century BC, the settlement of Bethlehem was small.

2. It was one of a number of Bethlehems in the area conquered by the Jews.  Bethlehem of Judea had to be distinguished from Bethlehem of Zebulun mentioned in Joshua 19:15,16.

3. That the prophecy related to the Messiah is clear from the statement that this future ruler of Israel who had been promised under the Davidic covenant in 2 Samuel 7:16 was one whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.

4. The person referred to therefore had eternal life.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew2:5,6 (6BC): And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, 6  And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.
1. The arrival of Gentiles, the Magi from Babylon, caused Herod to enquire of the priests of Israel where the Messiah would be born.

2.They referred to Micah 5:2 and pointed to Bethlehem, the town to which Joseph and Mary had traveled to be assessed under the census of Caesar Augustus (Luke 2:1).

3.Bethlehem means "house of bread".  Thus the bread of life (John 6:35) was born in Bethlehem.

POVERTY OF JESUS’ YOUNG CHILDHOOD

PROPHECY

Leviticus 14:21-22  [1500 BC] And if he be poor, and cannot get so much; then he shall take one lamb for a trespass offering to be waved, to make an atonement for him, and one tenth deal of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering, and a log of oil; And two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, such as he is able to get; and the one shall be a sin offering, and the other a burnt offering.

FULFILLMENT

Luke 2:22-24  [6 BC] And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; (As it is written in the law of the LORD, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;) And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.

Philippians 2:8,9  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:

There is a two fold purpose for the ceremony here, the purification of the mother and the redemption of Jesus as the firstborn as seen in verse 24. A mother was considered unclean having given birth to a child, a period of 40 days for a male child and 80 days for a female. This shows that this event occurred when Jesus was 40 days old. Leviticus 12:2, 12:6

For the first seven first days after she gave birth a mother was ceremonially unclean. She  then continued thirty three days in the blood of her purifying, which made forty; Although the time of her purifying was upon the fortieth day, yet it was not till the day following that she came to the temple with her offering as explained in the following "a new mother does not bring her offering on the fortieth day for a male, nor on the eightieth day for a female, but after her sun is set: and she brings her offering on the morrow, which is the forty first for a male, and the eighty first for a female”

And this was the time when they, Joseph and Mary, brought him, the child Jesus, to Jerusalem, and to the temple there, to present him to the Lord, to the priest his representative; and which was done in the eastern gate, called the gate of Nicanor: for here, "they made women, suspected of adultery, to drink, and purified new mothers, and cleansed the lepers. 

The woman to be purified was placed in the east gate of the court, called Nicanor’s gate, and was there sprinkled with blood: thus she received the atonement.
The firstborn son was devoted and consecrated to God, and so had to be redeemed. The reason of this law was that when God smote all the firstborn of Egypt, he saved the firstborn of Israel; and therefore claimed a right to them, and obliged their parents, excepting the Levites, to redeem them at the price of five shekels. which was given to the Levites.

Under this law our Lord was acknowledged as Mary s firstborn, and as such one holy to the Lord.  A sum of money was now paid for his redemption, He who was the great Redeemer of his people.

Now as the tribe of Levi was exempt from this law, it is a clear case, that Mary, though related to Elisabeth, was not of the tribe of Levi, otherwise her firstborn would not have been subject to it  "An Israelite that comes from a priestess, or from a she Levite, is free, (i.e. from the redemption of the firstborn;) for the thing does not depend on the father, but on the mother, as it is said, that openeth the womb in Israel. 

Jesus is the firstborn. The fact that they offered a pair of turtle doves and two young pigeons show that they were a poverty stricken family as such a sacrifice was allowed under the law if you could not bring the normal sacrifice. If the person was able, she was to bring a lamb of the first year for a burnt offering; and a young pigeon, or a turtle dove, for a sin offering; but in case of poverty, then the above 
sacrifice was allowed with one of them was for a burnt offering, and the other for a sin offering.

The fact that they were a poor family conforms with Isaiah 11:1 where the former mighty line of David would be cut down and left as a stump from which the Messiah would come.

Jesus Christ was therefore not brought up in a rich family. His family was amongst the poorest in the nation. God often does things in unexpected ways and using the most unlikely people.

PRESENTED WITH GIFTS

PROPHECY

Isaiah 60:1-6 (698 BC): Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. 2  For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. 3  And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. 4  Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side.  5  Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. 6  The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; all they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense; and they shall shew forth the praises of the LORD.
1 .Like many of the prophecies in the scriptures, this prophecy has two fulfillments: one concern​ing the first advent as portrayed by the Magi, the other after the second advent at the end of the Millennium.

2. Given in the reign of Hezekiah, this prophecy must have given comfort to the kingdom of Judah seeing that Israel or Samaria had been conquered and dispersed by Assyria only a few years previously and the Assyrian threat to Judah was ever present.

FULFILLMENT

 Matthew 2:1,11 (4 BC):  1  Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod  the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,  11  And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh.

The wise men, the Magi, were Gentiles who came to worship Jesus Christ the King. The gifts brought by the Magi portrayed different facets of the humanity of Christ:

(a) Gold - showing Jesus Christ the King.

(b) Frankincense - Jesus Christ the Priest

(c) Myrrh - Jesus Christ the Saviour.

It should be noted that the wise men came into the house and not the stable.  The young child was about eighteen months old, as the Greek word for young child, PAIDION, is used rather than that for a baby, BREPHOS.

FULFILLMENT

Revelation 21:23-26 (end of millennium): And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 24  And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 25  And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. 26  And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.

The second fulfillment shows the New Jerusalem with kings and Gentiles coming to bring honour to the Lord of all.  They walk in his light and bring their glory and honour to him.

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  Magi - Seekers

MASSACRE OF THE CHILDREN

PROPHECY

Jeremiah 31:15 (606 BC): Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not.
This prophecy was given in the year that Nebuchadnezzar, then the crown prince of Chaldea, took the first group of hostages, including Daniel, from Jerusalem.  The settlement of Rama was situated eight kilometres north of Jerusalem near the traditional site of Rachel's tomb at Zelzah (1 Samuel 10:2).
FULFILLMENT

Matthew2:17,18 (4 BC) :Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, 18 In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.
1 .Rachel is the type for Jewish motherhood and represents those women whose children were killed by Herod's soldiers after he had found that the Magi from Babylon were not returning to Jerusalem as he had requested (Genesis 37:9, Revelation 12:1,2).
2. By the time that the soldiers reached Bethlehem, Joseph, Mary and Jesus were en-route for Egypt where they were to spend some time until Herod the Great had died (Matthew 2:15).
3. The massacre of the children represented an​other Satanic attack on the plan of God with an attempt to eliminate the Christ child before he matured and thus thwart his effecting salvation on the cross.

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  Angels - Satan and Satanic Attack, Herod- Power Complex 

RETURN OUT OF EGYPT

PROPHECY
Hosea 11:1 (740 BC): When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.
Hosea reflects on the great deliverance by God of the nation Israel under Moses at the Exodus. Israel is shown to be weak and helpless after many years of slavery in Egypt.  This also is used as a prophecy of the return of the young child Jesus from Egypt after the death of Herod.

FULFILLMENT

 Matthew 2:15 (c. 3 BC): And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.
1  For a period Jesus with his parents took refuge in Egypt, possibly sustained by the gold given to him by the Magi (Matthew 2:11).
2. Herod the Great died in the northern spring of 4BC, his kingdom being divided into three: Herod Philip in Decapolis, Herod Antipas in Galilee, and Herod Archaleus ruling in Judea.

3. Archaleus was a very cruel ruler, so cruel in fact that he was deposed by the Romans in 7AD and sent into exile on the outer limits of the Roman Empire.

4. Knowing Archaleus' reputation, Joseph did not return to Judea and, led by God through a dream, returned to Nazareth in Galilee (Matthew 2:22,23). In this Joseph not only arranged for the fulfillment of prophecy [A8 - a Nazarene] but in doing so used a lot of common sense.

5. Israel nationally was a son (Exodus 4:22) who was called out of Egypt. Jesus Christ is the greater son called out of Egypt. The greater son will eventually reign over the national son.

A NAZARENE

PROPHECY

 Isaiah 11:1 (713 BC): And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots
Given by Isaiah in the year before the final destruction of the northern king​dom, this prophecy confirms that the root of Jesse will bring forth a branch or root shoot These words would give comfort that the nation had a long-term future, as well as requiring Jesus the Messiah to be seen to come from Nazareth.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 2:23 (to 30 AD): And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene.
1. Jesus was called a Nazarene com​ing from Nazareth, which means "root shoot" or "branch".  Jesus Christ is shown as the branch in various ways:

(a) Branch of David (Isaiah 11:1) representing Jesus Christ as King.

(b) My Servant the Branch (Zechariah 3:8) - representing Jesus Christ as Saviour.

(c) The Man the Branch (Zechariah 6:12) - representing Jesus Christ as truly Man.

(d) The Branch of the Lord (Isaiah 4:2) - representing Jesus Christ as God.

2. It is of interest that Herod the Great had, towards the end of his life, eliminated bands of robbers from Galilee; thus preparing a safe environment in which Jesus could grow up (Romans 8:28).
Relevant topic from Omnibus BTB:  Christ:  Branch, 

SPIRITUAL MATURITY
PROPHECY

 Isaiah 11:2 (713 BC): And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom  and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;
The Messiah who was prophesied by Isaiah was to be characterised by the provision of spiritual awareness which would be obviously apparent to all who met him.

FULFILLMENT

Luke2:40 (10AD): And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.
Jesus as a child amazed even his parents as illustrated by the time when they returned from celebrating the Passover in Jerusalem one year, and Jesus was left behind.  Finding that he was not in the group in which they were travelling, Mary and Joseph returned to Jerusalem.  They found him in the temple with the leading theologians of the day, showing tremendous spiritual understanding (Luke 2:41-52).
FULFILLMENT

Revelation 4:5 (96 AD): And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.
In his vision on the island of Patmos, John sees into the throne room of heaven. Here before the throne of God were seven lamps representing the seven spirits of God.

Relevant topic from Omnibus BTB:  Holy Spirit:  Seven Spirits

TIME OF HIS BIRTH

PROPHECY

Daniel 9:25,26a  [550 BC]  Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not  for himself

1. The prophecy of Daniel is very precise telling of what events would occur in relation to the Messiah in the future. Written during the period of the Babylonian Captivity where the future of the Jews and the promised Messiah appeared remote the period of the prophecy did not commence until many years after Daniel’s’ death.

2. It divided the time between the commencement of the prophecy which occurred with the pronouncement of Artaxerxes in 445 BC of the rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem and said that the Messiah would be cut off 483 years later. This was fulfilled to the day when Jesus rode into Jerusalem and was greeted by the crowd as the Messiah.

FULFILLMENT

Luke 2:25-26 [6 BC] And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ.

Luke 2:36-38  [6 BC] And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years from her virginity; And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.

1. Those who knew and believed the Scriptures were awaiting the arrival of the Messiah as we see with Simeon and Anna in these passages from Luke 2

2. Many others believed the Messiah was alive in the world during His ministry but what they saw in the Lord Jesus Christ was not what they were expecting as they were looking for a king to release them from the Roman yoke.

3. In order to die as predicted in the prophecy of Daniel 9 the Messiah obviously would need to be born in that era of history and so He was

Relevant topic from Omnibus BTB:  Prophecy:  Daniel’s Seventy Weeks

APPEARANCE IN THE TEMPLE

PROPHECY

Malachi 3:1   [400 BC]  Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the LORD, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.

FULFILLMENT

Luke 2:46 [6 AD] And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.

This prophecy relies on the fact at the time the Messiah is alive a Temple must be in existence in Jerusalem. With the removal of the Temple in Jerusalem by the Romans in AD 70 this prophecy has been unable to be fulfilled over almost 2000 years

SECTION B  - MINISTRY OF CHRIST

ELIJAH WILL COME

PROPHECY

 Malachi 4:5,6 (425 BC): Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: 6  And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.
1. The Old Testament closes with these verses from Malachi, looking forward to the day of the second advent of Jesus Christ specifically.  A herald, Elijah, will come to prepare the way of the king.  Like many prophecies the prediction of Elijah's return has a dual fulfillment in both cases the person acting as the herald of Jesus Christ

2. Malachi, in common with other Old Testament prophets, saw both advents of the Messiah blended into one horizon.  He did not seethe separating interval described in Matthew 13:16,17.  In addition, because of the lack of knowledge of the Church Age, this extended period was not seen in his prophecy (Ephesians 3:5; Colossians 1:26).
FULFILLMENT

 Matthew 17:12,13 (32 AD):  But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. 13  Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.

1 . The initial fulfillment of this prophecy was in the person of John the Baptist, who was the herald of the Lord Jesus Christ at his first advent.

2. Recognising John as a man of God, the priests and Levites questioned him closely as to whether he was Elijah or not (Johnl:15-28) John states he is not Elijah (John 1:21), but is a type of Elijah and would have been Elijah if Jesus Christ had been accepted at the first advent.

3.Both John and Elijah had similar ministries, with John exhorting the Jews to repentance (Matthew 3:1-12) and Elijah encouraging the conversion of the unbeliever in the Tribulation (Revelation 11:3).
FULFILLMENT

Revelation 11:3-6 (Tribulation): And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 4  These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 5  And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 6  These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will.

1 . Elijah here appears with Moses, as witnesses to warn the population of the world of the coming judgment of God.

2. Both heralds, John and Elijah, complete their ministry with martyrdom.

3. Because Elijah dies again in Revelation 11:9 it shows that he has as yet not received his resurrection body, which is imperishable.  He will receive it at the second advent of Christ at the completion of the age of the Jews.

4. Elijah appears at the second advent of Christ with Moses, as shown at the Mount of Transfigura​tion (Matthew 17:1-13).
Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  Christ:  Transfiguration, Dispensations:  Church Age - Intercalation, Heralds, John the Baptist - Herald 

MESSENGER BEFORE THE LORD

PROPHECY

Malachi 3:1 (425 BC): Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the LORD, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.
Malachi prophesied of the provision of a messenger to precede the Lord, to preach the good news and prepare the way for his arrival.

FULFILLMENT

Mark 1:2; [30 AD] - As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.
Luke 1:76,77 [30 AD] And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 77  To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins,
Luke 7:27,28 (30 AD): This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. 28  For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a  greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he. 

1 . John the Baptist is shown to be the messenger before the Lord predicted by Malachi.

2. John prepared the way for Jesus Christ by calling the attention of the Jews to the need to repent.

3. John is stated to be the greatest of the prophets, but less than the least in the kingdom of heaven: showing that the greatest which man can do is far less than what God can do through man, or what we will be like in our future state (1 Corinthians 15:22).

VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS

PROPHECY

Isaiah 40:3 (712 BC): The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
In the year that Samaria went into dispersion, Isaiah informed King Hezekiah that Judah in the future would itself be carried in captivity to Babylon (Isaiah 39:6).  Chapter 40 begins the second part of the prophecy of Isaiah, looking beyond these captivities to the suffering of Jesus Christ, culminating in Isaiah 53, and the Davidic kingdom which is to follow.  In Isaiah 40:3-5 the mission of John the Baptist is outlined.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 3:3 (30 AD)   For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
Mark 1:3  (30 AD) The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
John 1:23 (30 AD) He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.: 

1 . John's role in calling for national repentance is portrayed by Isaiah stating that the voice would be crying out in the wilderness.

2. Preparation of straight paths is analogous to repentance and reconciliation with God.

3. John operated in the wilderness near the River Jordan.  He wore a camels hair coat and ate locusts and wild honey.  The religious leaders of Jerusalem came out and examined his ministry, as the truth he was teaching caused large crowds to gather in the wilderness (Matthew 3:1-12).

4.John recognised himself as a voice.  As one seeing Jesus, he said, "He must increase and I must decrease".

The message remains unchanged. The voice showed that is it is the message, not the messenger, which is important.

THE HOLY SPIRIT

PROPHECY

Isaiah 61:1,2 (698 BC): The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 2  To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance  of our God; to comfort all that mourn
This passage gives the two advents in one view.  It should be noted that when Jesus quoted these verses in Nazareth on the Sabbath day, that he ceased quoting half-way through Isaiah 61:2 with the words, "to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord." 

The first advent, therefore, opened the day of grace but does not cover the day of vengeance or judgment.  This is taken up by the second advent (2 Thessalonians 1:7-10).

FULFILLMENT

Luke 4:16-21 (30 AD): And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 17  And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 18  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 19  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 20  And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21  And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

Jesus shocked the congregation at the synagogue in Nazareth one Sabbath day when, by his reading of this prophecy, showed that he was the Messiah.  He stated, "This day is this scripture fulfilled" (Luke 4:21).  

During his earthly ministry Jesus voluntarily laid aside his own divine powers, and relied on the Holy Spirit which he received without measure (Philippians 2:5-8).

His message was six-fold:

(a) Preaching good news to those orientated to grace.

(b) To reconcile those who know their needs.

(c) To release those in bondage to sin.

(d) That healing, especially spiritual healing, would be given.

(e) To proclaim God's plan.

(f] To announce the last judgment.

By his preaching in the three years following the dove's descending on him at his baptism, Jesus demonstrated he was the Messiah.

MANNER OF TEACHING

PROPHECY 

lsalah42:1-3 (712BC) : Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 2  He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. 3  A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth.
There are two types of the coming servant.  He is represented as weak, despised, rejected, and slain.  He is also shown as a conqueror, restoring Israel and taking vengeance on the nations (Isaiah 40:10; 63:1-4).
FULFILLMENT

Matthew 12:17-20 (30 AD): That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 18  Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment to the Gentiles. 19  He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear his voice in the streets. 20  A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he send forth judgment unto victory.
1 . Jesus taught his disciples, and those within earshot in a firm, dogmatic, way.

2. This prophecy also portrayed that even though he would come under tremendous pressure, Jesus would still be victorious.

3. This represented a turning point in his ministry, as prior to this time he had preached openly to the religious leaders of Israel.  At this time Jesus acknowledged that they were plotting to kill him, and he withdrew from them, telling those he had healed not to tell anyone (Matthew 12:16).
PARABLES

PROPHECY 

Psalm 78:1,2 (1000 BC): Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 2  I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old

This is the first of a group of Psalms which draw spiritual lessons from Israel's history (Psalms 80,89,105,106). 

The introduction is unusually long and includes the prophecy which gave an aspect of the Lord's ministry.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 13 34,35 (30 AD): All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable spake he not unto them: 35  That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world.

1 . A parable is a short story which everybody can understand but it has spiritual meaning to those who are regenerate (1 Corinthians 2:14).
2. The parables do not have geographic locations, nor people with proper names, thus the Rich Man and Lazarus in Hades is not a parable but a true story.

3. The word parable comes from the Greek words PARA "to compare", and BOLE 'to throw"; or to bring two things together for comparison.

4. There are 28 parables in the gospels, commencing with the Sower and the Seed.

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  Parables; Parables of Jesus.

HEALING

PROPHECY

Isaiah 35:4-6 (710 BC): Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you. 5  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf  shall be unstopped. 6  Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert.
At a time of crisis in the history of Judah, Isaiah encourages the Jews that their Messiah will come and that one of the signs of the Messiah will be miracles of healing.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 11:4,5 (30 AD) Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see: 'The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.
Luke 7:22: (30 AD)  Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached.

1 . One of the most powerful demonstrations that Jesus was the Messiah was his fulfillment of  this prophecy in Isaiah.

2. Jesus healed many people whilst on earth. There was however always an important spiritual lesson coupled with the miracle of healing.

3. An example of a lesson behind a healing occurs in the first healing act of Jesus, the healing of the leper in Matthew 8:1-4.  The leper was told to say nothing, but rather to present himself to the priests of Israel. The Levitical priests were responsible for confirming a person had leprosy or had been cleansed from that disease (Leviticus 13,14).  No one in the ancient world was cured of leprosy, therefore seeing the cured leper the priests should become aware that the Messiah was present in Israel.  A healed leper would therefore have been a very powerful witness to the priests.

4.The healing, which was individual, was accompanied by the Lord emphasising the need to be healed spiritually.  The paralytic believer (Matthew 9:1-8), who was brought to the Lord on a stretcher by his friends, lacked confidence that his sins had been forgiven.  Jesus confirmed that his sins were forgiven and the paralytic was restored to health.

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  Miracles: Healing and Miracles

BEARING OUR SICKNESSES

PROPHECY

Isaiah 53:4 (712 B C): Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
In this chapter in Isaiah we see portrayed the unique suffering and humiliation borne humbly by our Lord.  Verse four deals with the ministry of the Lord prior to his crucifixion, and relates to the healing ministry of Jesus Christ as one of the signs of his Messiahship.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 8:16,17(30AD) When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were  possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick: 17  That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.
1 . Over 2 years before Jesus went to the cross, this passage in Matthew states that Isaiah 53:4 was fulfilled during the healing ministry of Jesus.

2. The word "took" means to take it by the hand and lead it away, thus alleviation of suffering is in focus here, not the transfer of sickness to Christ.

3. On the cross Jesus bore our sins, not our sicknesses (1 Peter 2:24). This fact is important as it clearly shows a Christian can be sick yet in fellowship with God.

4. In Isaiah 53:5 we are told that "by his stripes we are healed".  The word for healed, in context, relates to the sewing together of a gaping wound inflicted in ancient battles.  The two sides of the wound reflected the separation of God on one side from man on the other.  By Christ's death on the cross the alienated sides of the wound are brought together, or reconciled.  By Jesus' death we have peace with God (Romans 5:1).

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  Healing:  Atonement - No Healing In the Atonement

ZEAL FOR THE LORD

PROPHECY

Psalm 69:9 (1000 BC): For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me.
The Psalmist indicated in this Psalm that the Messiah would be totally zealous for the work of God, being consumed with the promotion of his plan.

FULFILLMENT

John2:13-17 (30AD): And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14  And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting: 15  And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; 16  And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise. 17  And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.

1 . This is the early cleansing of the temple, fulfilling the prophecy in Psalm 69.
2. The temple represented Jesus Christ in many ways, as had the tabernacle before it, with its composition and furniture.

3. By the time that Jesus was on earth the traders in sacrificial offerings had moved into the temple. They charged exorbitant rates for animals for sacrifice.  Jesus was intolerant of those who had perverted the real meaning of the sacrifices for monetary gain (Leviticus 1).
4. Jesus was particularly angry with those who sold doves, which was the poor man's offering.

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  Offerings:  Levitical Offerings, Tabernacle 

CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE

PROPHECY

Isaiah 56:7 (712 BC) Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people.
Jeremiah 7:11 (600 BC):  Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, even I have seen it, saith the Lord.

This prophecy, fulfilled by the Lord Jesus Christ, was originally given by Isaiah which showed that the temple was the house of prayer.  Jeremiah showed that the temple would be defiled by the temple traders.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew2l:12,13; [32AD] And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves, 13  And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.
FULFILLMENT
Luke l9:45,46 (32AD): And he went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold therein, and them that bought; 46  Saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves.

1. This cleansing of the temple took place in the last week before the crucifixion.

2. Jesus, in fulfilling these prophecies, portrayed that the Lord required the correct attitude of those involved with worship in the temple.

3. The unscrupulous traders had returned to the temple to make money, but Jesus states that the temple is a house of prayer.

4. Within a week Jesus was going to fulfill all the temple represented (Matthew 5:17).
GALILEE

PROPHECY

Isaiah 9:1,2 (740 BC): Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. 2  The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.
Galilee means circle. This reminds one of the altar of stones that Joshua placed at Gilgal, which also means circle. The circle represents eternal life.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 4:13-16 (30 AD): And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon  the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: 14  That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 15  The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; 16  The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up.
1. Jesus spent much of his formative years in Nazareth, to fulfil the prophecy of his being a Nazarene (see A7 and A8).

2. He now relocated his dwelling place to Capernaum in Galilee to fulfil the prophecy in Isaiah 9.
3. Jesus is here shown as the light of the world - which was very apparent to those who were aware of their own great darkness.  That God is light is demonstrated in 1 John 1:5.
4. We should walk in the light as he is in the light (I John 1:7).
Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  God:  Shekinah Glory, Light

SECTION C - CHARACTER OF CHRIST

GOD AS HIS FATHER

PROPHECY

Psalm 89:26 (1000 BC): He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and the rock of my salvation.
FULFILLMENT

John 11:41 (31 AD): Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.

1 . Jesus Christ's father is shown as God. They had the closest possible relationship from eternity past

2. This relationship was broken for a short while when Jesus was on the cross. Jesus Christ cried out "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani" My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me-(Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34).
3. Prior to dying physically the relationship was restored. He cried out "It (salvation) is finished" (John 19:30).  "Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit' (Luke 23:46).
4. We are joint heirs of the Father and are able to call God "Abba, Father" (Romans 8:15).
5. There is no such thing as the universal fatherhood of God.  Believers have God as their father, the unbelievers have Satan.

Relevant topic from Omnibus BTB:  Christ:  Cries from the Cross

SON OF GOD

PROPHECY

Psalm 2:7 (1000 BC): I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.
FULFILLMENT

Acts 13:33 (45 AD): God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.
FULFILLMENT

 Hebrews 1:5 (64 AD): For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?
FULFILLMENT

Hebrews 5:5 (64 AD): So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee.
FULFILLMENT

 Mark 9:7 (32 AD): And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him.
1.
Whilst  Jesus  became  true  humanity  he   nevertheless remained truly God. He is the God/man.

2.
He is therefore unique. He is the Son of  God  and  true humanity in one person forever

3.
Jesus Christ is shown as a member of the Trinity (Matthew 28:19).
4.
The work of Jesus Christ before his birth necessitates his preexistence and deity (Colossians 1:16)
5.
Jesus Christ is called Jehovah (Zechariah 12:1).
6.
All divine characteristics are ascribed to Christ:

(a)
Sovereignty (Revelation 1:5)
(b)
Righteousness (Luke 1:35).
(c)
Justice (John 5:22).
(d)
Love (John 13:1).
(e)
Eternal life (Colossians 1:16,17).
(f]
All knowing (1 Corinthians 4:5)

(g)
All powerful (1 Corinthians 15:28)
(h)
Everywhere (Matthew 28:20).
(i)
Unchangeable (Hebrews 13:8).
[j)
Truth (John 14:6).
Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  Christ: Deity of Christ

SON OF MAN

PROPHECY

Psalm 8:4-6 (1000 BC): What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? 5  For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour. 6  Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet
FULFILLMENT

1 Corinthians 15:27,28 (59 AD): For he hath put all things under his feet.  But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. 28And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.

FULFILLMENT

Hebrews2:6-9 (64AD): But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man that thou visitest him? 7  Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands: 8  Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him. 9  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.
1 . Jesus Christ had to become true humanity so that he could become:

(a)
The Saviour, for as God he was not subject to death.

(b)
The King, a man who rules over other men.

(c)
The Mediator, a person equal with God and man.

(d)
The Priest, a man who represents other men before God.

2.
He was made a little lower than the angels, that we, through faith in him, would be made higher than the angels.  This will occur when we receive our resurrection bodies.

3.
As true humanity Jesus Christ was accepted at the right hand of God.

4.
Here Jesus is told to sit until his enemies are made his footstool (Psalm 1 10:1).
5.
Jesus Christ as the son of man will have everything in subjection.

6.
We, in union with Christ, will reign with him.

Relevant topic from Omnibus BTB:  Christian Life:  Position in Christ

PROPHET

PROPHECY

 Deuteronomy 18:15-19 (1500 BC): The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; 16  According to all that thou desiredst of the LORD thy God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, neither let me see this great fire any more, that I die not. 17  And the LORD said unto me, They have well spoken that which they have spoken. 18  I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. 19  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.

FULFILLMENT

Acts 3:22,23 (30 AD)- For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you. 23  And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.

1 .
 In the Old Testament the prophet was one who had a direct relationship with God.  Their messages were very largely related to salvation and the glory of God.

2. 
John the Baptist was asked whether he was the Prophet (John 1:21).  He replied No.

3.
When Jesus performed the miracle of feeding the five thousand he was recognised as the Prophet (John 6:14).
4.
He again was recognised by some as the Prophet in John 7:40.
5.
Jesus is shown as the Prophet in Acts 3:22,23.
6.
Jesus as the Prophet predicted-

(a)
His death and resurrection (Matthew 16:21; John 2:19).
(b)
The destruction of Jerusalem (Matthew 24:1,2; Luke 19:41-44).
(c)
Gentile domination of Israel (Luke 21:20-24).
(d)
The Jewish dispersion but their survival (Mark 13:30; Luke 21:32).
(e)
The scriptures would survive (Matthew 24:35).
Relevant topic from Omnibus BTB:  Christ:  Prophet, Priest, King

PRIEST

PROPHECY

Psalm 110:4 (1000 BC) The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedec.
1 .
Two groups of priests are prominent in God's plan in the scriptures: being the Levitical and Melchizedek types.  Jesus Christ is stated to be an everlasting priest after the order of Melchizedek, who was the king/ priest of Salem at the time of Abraham.  

2.
It should be noted that Jesus Christ is not called Melchizedek but was of the order of this king.

(a) The Levitical priesthood was based on families in the tribe of Levi.  

(b) Their priesthood terminated either at a given age or at physical death, whilst the Melchizedek priesthood was based on regeneration.

FULFILLMENT

Hebrews 5:5,6 (67 AD): So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee. 6  As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.
FULFILLMENT

Hebrews7:17-21(67AD): For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 18  For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof. 19  For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God. 20  And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest: 21  (For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec:)
1 .
In these two passages in the book of Hebrews, Jesus Christ is shown to be a priest of the kingly line: being born into the tribe of Judah rather than Levi, and is, of course, an eternal priest.  

By sharing in his life we also are a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9).
2.
Through our new life in Christ we are able as priests to represent ourselves before God in such actions as prayer and confession of sins direct (Hebrews 4:16).
Relevant topics from the Omnibus BTB : Melchizedek, Priests:  Levitical Priesthood, Priests:  Comparison between Levitical and Melchizedek Priesthoods

KING

PROPHECY

Psalm 45:6,7 (1000 BC) Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 7  Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.
1 . 
The office of kingship was common in the Middle East from the earliest times: the normal case being of a ruler who held sway over a settled region often centred on a city.

2.
Unlike many of the Psalms which were written by the most famous of Jewish kings, David, the Psalm in which this reference occurs was written by the sons of Korah, who were sacred musicians.  By the fact that the throne is forever and that his sceptre is one of righteousness, Jesus Christ the Son of God is indicated in this passage.  This is confirmed by Hebrews 1:8,9.
FULFILLMENT

Hebrews 1:8,9 (Second Advent): But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 9  Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.
1 .
As the sovereign of the universe, Jesus Christ always has been king.  His characteristic has always been righteous and ever will be.

2.
In the scriptures Jesus is called David's greater son who will inherit the throne of David, to reign on the earth for 1 000 years during the Millennium.  This is the subject of the Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:8-16).
3.
Only once during his first advent was Jesus acknowledged as King of Israel.  This was on his entrance into Jerusalem in the traditional manner of the early Jewish kings, of riding on a donkey (John 12:13)- This enthusiasm soon evaporated however.

4.
The fulfillment of this prophecy will commence physically on the earth at the Second Advent of Jesus Christ (Revelation 20:1-6).  He will reign from Jerusalem over the whole world; the prince of this world, Satan, having been imprisoned.

5.
The characteristics of his reign include:

(a)
Universal peace (Isaiah 2:4).
(b)
Universal prosperity (Micah 4:4-7).
(c)
Righteousness and justice (Psalm 72:2-7).
(d)
Glorious (Psalm 72:17-19).
(e)
Everlasting (Daniel 7:13,14).
(f)
Uplifter of the downtrodden (Psalm 72:2-4).
6.
After his 1000 year reign he delivers the kingdom to the Father (1 Corinthians 1 5:24), thus commencing the eternal rule of God (1 Corinthians 15:28).
Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  Christ:  Prophet, Priest, King, Covenants:  Davidic Covenant , Dispensation - Millennium 

I AM
PROPHECY

Exodus 3:14 (1500 BC): And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.
God's use of I AM indicates that he has always existed, that he is eternal and that there was never a time at which he did not exist.  His appearance in this passage is to Moses who needs confidence in going back to the land of Egypt to lead the people of Israel towards the promised land.  The repeating of the word I AM is indicative of great blessing in the Hebrew language.

FULFILLMENT

John8:58 [30 AD] Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.
FULFILLMENT
John 10:30 (30AD): I and my Father are one.
1. Jesus, by using the words I AM (Eimi, Greek), claims to be God to the religious Jews.  Their reaction was to attempt to stone him.

2. Jesus is shown as the revealed member of the Godhead (John 1:18); as the image of the invisible God (Colossians 1:15) and the express image of his person (Hebrews 1:3).
3.In addition Jesus said:

I AM the bread of life.

I AM the light of the world.

I AM the door.

I AM the true and living way.

I AM the good shepherd.

I AM the true vine.

I AM the resurrection and the life.

4. Jesus constantly claimed to be God.  Many people claim Jesus to be a good person, however one thing he cannot be is a good person.  He was either what he claimed to be, the Son of God, Emmanuel, God with us - or a deceiver.

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB: Christ:  Deity of Christ, Christ:  Hypostatic Union  - God Man. Christ:  Names of the Lord Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit:  Ministry to Christ, 

CREATOR
PROPHECY

 Psalm 102:25-27 (1000 BC): Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens are the work of thy hands. 26  They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed: 27  But thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end.

The statement of the Lord Jesus Christ as Creator in the Psalms is unusual in the fact that at the time of the prophecy the action described in the prophecy had already taken place. Another of the characteristics covered by this statement is that Jesus Christ is unchangeable.

FULFILLMENT

 Hebrews 1:10-12 (64 AD): And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: 11  They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; 12  And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.

1. In context, this prophecy concerned the Lord Jesus Christ as the creator God of the universe, who always existed and always will.

2. Paul, in his epistle to the Colossians confirmed that Jesus Christ was the creator.  In Colossians 1:15-17, he states: Who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of every creature. 16 For by him (Jesus Christ) were all things created, that are in the heavens, and that are in the earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions, or principalities or powers, all things were created by him and for him. 17 And he is before all things and by him all thing consist.

3. Another interesting concept that arises from this statement is the fact that while a baby in the manger at Bethlehem, the Lord Jesus Christ was holding the whole universe together.

Relevant topics from the Omnibus BTB:  Christ:  Faithfulness of Christ, Science and Creation, Creation,

SAVIOUR

PROPHECY

Psalm 40:6-8 (1000 BC): Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required. 7  Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me, 8  I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.

Since Genesis 3:15 the provision of a Saviour in human form had been foreshadowed. As sin came through man, salvation also had to come through true humanity. The Saviour had to be born of a virgin so as to not inherit the old sin nature from Adam and thereby be a perfect sinless sacrifice.

FULFILLMENT

Hebrews   10:5-10  (32 AD): Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: 6  In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. 7  Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of  me,) to do thy will, O God. 8  Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; 9  Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second. 10  By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
1. In this passage the sinless sacrifice is clearly stated as Jesus Christ who offered his body once and for all as a sacrifice for sin.  This particular prophecy specifically states that this action fulfilled by the Lord Jesus Christ was previously written in the Scriptures.

2. This is one of the fundamental doctrines of Christianity, that all men are sinners (Romans 3:23), and are subject to death due to sin (Romans 6:23). Man was and always is unable to solve his sin problem himself. therefore God sent his only Son Jesus Christ as a sacrifice for sin to make available to all mankind (2 Peter 3:9) a means of a permanent relationship with God (John 3:16; 14:6).
Relevant topics: Barrier, Christ and the Law, Jesus the God-Man, Old Sin Nature, Salvation, Unlimited Atonement

JUDGE

PROPHECY
Isaiah 33:22 (713BC): For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save us.
A common error held by many is that the God of the Old Testament is not the same as the God of the New Testament The former is seen as a God of Judgment or Wrath, whilst the latter is the God of Love.  A study of the Scriptures clearly shows that two of the absolute characteristics of God are Love and Judgment. Isaiah states clearly the two facets of God's character in the passage quoted.

FULFILLMENT

 John 5:22,23,30 (31 AD): For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: 23  That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him. 30  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.
FULFILLMENT

2 Timothy 4:1 (Second Advent): I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom
1. Jesus Christ deals with the human race as Saviour and Judge or only as Judge. The former is his relation to the believer whilst the latter is to the unbeliever.

2. Both judgments are based on the person's works and not on sins.  All the sins of the world (both believers and unbelievers) were judged once and for all at the cross.  They will not be judged again.  There is, therefore, a potential that all can be saved though obviously few find the way.

3. For those that become believers the judgment is an evaluation of works, so that works coming from the human nature can be eliminated from entering heaven as they are classified as filthy rags in God's sight (Isaiah 64:6).  This evaluation is given in 1 Corinthians 3:11-15, which shows two categories of works: 

(a) works of lasting worth noted as gold, silver and precious stones; and

(b) those works which are not acceptable, namely wood, hay and stubble.  The latter is burnt but the believer is saved.

4.For the unbeliever, Jesus Christ is only their Judge, as they rejected or ignored salvation during their life.  In order to show that their judgment is totally fair, Jesus Christ, sitting on the great white throne, demonstrates to the unbeliever that their good works, which were not judged at the Cross, are not satisfactory to God.  In essence, the unbeliever only produces wood, hay and stubble and is burnt with his good deeds.  This is given in Revelation 20:11-15.  Those being judged are obviously unbelievers, as their names are not written in the book of life and their end is the eternal lake of fire.

5. The choice for ail men is whether the Lord Jesus Christ is to be Eternal Saviour or eternal Judge.

Relevant topics from the Omnibus BTB:  Good Works, Judgment

HIS PREEXISTENCE
PROPHECY

Micah 5:2 (710 BC): But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.

1. Micah, a contemporary of Isaiah, prophesied between 750 and 710 BC.  The specific prophecy was given in 710 BC, just two years after the fall of the northern kingdom of Samaria to Assyria, and the dispersion of the ten tribes.

2. This prophecy showed that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem of Judea to rule over all Israel.

3. In addition the ruler is shown to have everlasting life and therefore be both man, a king, and God.  This prophecy therefore would have given great confidence to those who remained in those troubled times.

FULFILLMENT

 John 8:58 (30 AD): Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.
FULFILLMENT

Colossiansl:17 (64 AD): And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.
FULFILLMENT

Revelation 1:8 (96 AD): I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.
1. In numerous passages the Lord Jesus Christ is seen as having preexisted time itself. John 1:1,2 says, In the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the word was God, the same was in the beginning with God.

2.Jesus Christ is also seen in the form of Christophanies, some animate such as in the man who wrestled with Jacob (Genesis 32:24-32); some inanimate like the burning bush which Moses encountered on the backside of the desert at Mount Horeb (Exodus 3:1-6), and the rock from which water flowed into the desert (Numbers 20:8).
3. These manifestations of Jesus Christ ceased once Jesus was born in human form.

4. It is clear that Jesus pre-existed time and is therefore God.

5. He will fully fulfill Micah's prophecy at his Second Advent as King of the Jews.

Relevant topics from the Omnibus BTB:  Christ:  Angel of Jehovah, Christ:  Deity, Christ:  Names of Jesus.

MEEKNESS

PROPHECY

Isaiah 53:7,8  (712  BC) He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 8  He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.
Isaiah 53 presented a problem to the Jews.  So much so that some considered there were two Messiahs, a suffering Messiah and a triumphant all-conquering Messiah.  

This passage shows the meekness of the Saviour who did not defend himself even though he was innocent.  The meekness of the Passover lamb is shown here as a willing sacrifice.

FULFILLMENT

Acts8:32-35 (32AD): The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: 

33  In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth. 34  And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? 35  Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.
Philip, in explaining Isaiah 53 to the Ethiopian eunuch, showed that the meek Saviour portrayed in that passage was the Lord Jesus Christ.  Christ's meekness was portrayed in many areas during the final hours before his death on the cross.  Some of the incidents included:

(a) The prayer of obedience in Gethsemane (Luke 22:42).

(b) The kiss of Judas (Luke 22:47,48).

(c) The restoration of Malchus' ear (John 18:10,11).

(d) The interrogation by Pilate (Matthew 27:11-14).

(e) Jesus before Herod (Luke 23:6-12).

[f] The first cry from the cross (Luke 23:34).

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  Christ:  Faithfulness of Christ, Christ:  Cries from the Cross, Christ:  Obedience, Suffering,

SINLESS

PROPHECY

Isaiah 53:9,10 (712 BC): And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. 10  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.
1. The Saviour Messiah is seen as a sinless person who constantly speaks the truth.

2. With the fall of Samaria due to decadence in the year of this prophecy, the Lord through Isaiah was creating a striking contrast between the sin  of  Israel  and  the  sinlessness  of  Jesus  Christ

FULFILLMENT

1 Peter 2: 21, 22 (32 AD): For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22  Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:

1 .It was necessary for the Lord Jesus Christ to be sinless, because it was only through a perfect sacrifice that God could be propitiated. 2 Corinthians 5:21 says, He who knew no sin was made sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

2. As the law was the means of acquainting man with sin it was necessary for a sinless person to fulfill the law.  Christ as a sinless sacrifice fulfilled the law but did not do away with it (Matthew 5:17).

3. Sin in the human race entered by Adam's deliberate sin (1 Corinthians 15:21,22), and is perpetrated by human reproduction through the male.  By the virgin birth, with Jesus Christ being conceived by the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:18-20), the imputation of Adam's sin was bypassed by God, thus allowing for the sinless Saviour.

4.The sinlessness of Christ was noted by:

Judas lscariot (Matthew 27:4).
Pontius Pilate (John 19:4,6).

Herod (Luke 23:15).

Pilate's wife (Matthew 27:19).

The dying thief (Luke 23:41).
The centurion at the cross (Luke 23:47).

Roman soldiers at the cross (Matthew 27:54).

5. The sinless sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ fulfilled and finalised the vast number of perfect sacrifices of animals  offered  by  the  Jews over  the  centuries  before  the  cross.  These  had portrayed man's sinfulness and the necessity of a substitutionary death by a perfect sacrifice as the only solution to the sin problem.

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  Barrier,  Christ's Perfection,  Fall of Man,  Grace, Imputation, Lamb, Sanctification, Levitical Offerings, Virgin Birth.

SPIRIT CONTROLLED LIFE

PROPHECY

Isaiah 11:1-2 (713 BC):  And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 2  And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom  and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge  and of the fear of the LORD;

Another feature of the Messiah would be that he would be controlled by the Spirit of the Lord.  The seven-fold characteristics of the spirit are clearly portrayed in the golden candlestick situated in the Tabernacle.

FULFILLMENT

Mark 1:10,11 (29 AD): And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him: 11  And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
1. During his incarnation Jesus relied on the power of the Holy Spirit rather than his own absolute power. He was no less God but set aside using his deity and became a humble servant.  In Philippians 2:5-8 he:

(a) Made himself of no reputation.

(b) Took upon himself the form of a servant.

(c) Was made in the likeness of man.

(d) Found in a fashion as a man.

(e) Humbled himself.

[f] Became obedient unto death.

(g) Even the death of the cross.

2. Adam the first man aspired to be God. Jesus Christ the last Adam, being God, became man in order to save mankind.

3. The Holy Spirit was given without limit to the humanity of Jesus Christ (John 3:36).
4. The Holy Spirit was related to the baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:10,11).
5. The Holy Spirit sustained Jesus Christ during his earthly ministry (Matthew 12:18,28).
6. The Holy Spirit had a part in the resurrection of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:11).
7. As such, Jesus Christ is the pioneer of the Christian life in the Church Age, as it is only under the control of the Holy Spirit that the believer can produce works that are satisfactory or acceptable to God (Romans 8:2-4).  The present function of the Holy Spirit in relation to the Lord Jesus Christ is to glorify him (John 16:13,14).
8. The only unforgivable act was blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:22-32), where works performed by the Lord Jesus Christ during his earthly ministry were ascribed by unbelievers as those undertaken by Satan.

9. The unforgivable act continues today to be one of unbelief, as the Holy Spirit's ministry is to point to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour.  Should man not believe the Holy Spirit he commits the unforgivable act or blasphemes the character of the Holy Spirit by calling the Holy Spirit a liar.

10. Jesus Christ therefore placed great emphasis on the work of the Holy Spirit in his life.

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  Christ:  Kenosis, Christian Life:  Obedience, Christian Life:  Spirituality, Holy Spirit - Sinning Against, Holy Spirit - Sustaining

FAITHFULNESS OF CHRIST

PROPHECY

Lamentations 3:22-23 [588 BC]  It is of the LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.

Because of the Holiness of God the whole of the human race is born under the wrath of God. It is only due to his mercy or grace in action that we are preserved. 

He is very patient with the human race not willing that any should perish but that all could come to a relationship with Him through Christ

FULFILLMENT

2 Timothy 2:13  [66AD]  If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.

1 Thessalonians 5:24  Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.
One of the great features of the Lord Jesus Christ is that He is unchangeable. Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and forever. 

At salvation the Lord Jesus Christ enters our lives permanently and even if we get in a backslidden state and do not believe he abides faithful due to His permanent association with us.

LOVE

PROPHECY

Jeremiah 31:3   [606 BC]  The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.

FULFILLMENT

John 13:1  [32 AD]  Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.

Jesus Christ knew that the Plan of His Father required Him to go to the Cross and that the time for payment of the sin of men had now come.

We are aware that God is love and that He gave His only begotten Son as a sacrifice for sin. Greater love has no man that he laid down his life for his friend. We however are the enemies of God yet the matchless Son of God laid down His life for us. What matchless love.

SECTION D - GENEALOGY OF CHRIST

SECTION 1  - ADAM to DAVID
	RECIPIENT
	PROPHECY
	MATTHEW
	GENEALOGY
	LUKE

	ADAM
	Genesis 3:15 [4000 BC] And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.
	
	ADAM
	Luke 3:38

	
	
	
	SETH
	

	
	
	
	ENOS
	

	
	
	
	CAINAN
	Luke 3:37

	
	
	
	MALELEEL
	

	
	
	
	JARED
	

	ENOCH
	Jude 14 [3000 BC] And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints
	
	ENOCH
	

	
	
	
	METHUSALEH
	

	
	
	
	LAMECH
	Luke 3:36

	
	
	
	NOAH
	

	SHEM
	Genesis 9:26,27 [ 2300 BC] And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.
	
	SHEM
	

	
	
	
	ARPHAXED
	

	
	
	
	CAINAN
	

	
	
	
	SALA
	Luke 3:35

	
	
	
	HEBER
	

	
	
	
	PHALEC
	

	
	
	
	RAGAU
	

	
	
	
	SARUCH
	

	
	
	
	NACHOR
	

	
	
	
	THARA
	

	ABRAHAM
	Genesis 12:3 [b] [2000 BC] and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

Genesis 21:12[b]  [2000 BC] for in Isaac shall thy seed be called. 
	Matthew 1:2
	ABRAHAM
	Luke 3:34

	ISAAC
	Genesis 26:4  [1800 BC] And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed
	
	ISAAC
	

	JACOB
	Genesis 28:14 [1760 BC] And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.
	
	JACOB 
	

	JUDAH
	Genesis 49:10 [1690 BC] The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.
	Matthew 1:3
	JUDAH
	Luke 3:33

	
	
	
	PHARES
	

	
	
	
	ESROM
	

	
	
	Matthew 1:4
	ARAM
	

	
	
	
	AMINADAB
	

	
	
	
	NAASSON
	Luke 3:32

	
	
	Matthew 1:5
	SALMON
	

	BOAZ
	Ruth 4:14 [1300 BC] Blessed be the LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel.
	
	BOAZ
	

	
	
	
	OBED
	

	JESSE
	Isaiah 11:1, 10[b] [713 BC] And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.
	Matthew 1:6
	JESSE
	

	
	
	
	DAVID
	Luke 3:31


SECTION 2 - DAVID  - CHRIST

	RECIPIENT
	PROPHECY
	MATT
	JOSEPH
	MARY
	LUKE

	DAVID
	Jeremiah 23:5,6 [599 BC] Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
	
	DAVID
	

	
	
	1:7
	SOLOMON
	NATHAN
	3:31

	
	
	
	REHOBOAM
	MATTATHA
	

	
	
	
	ABIJAH
	MENAN
	

	
	
	1:8
	ASA
	MELEA
	

	
	
	
	JEHOSOPHAT
	ELIAKIM
	3:30

	
	
	
	JORAM
	JONAN
	

	
	
	1:9
	UZZIAH
	JOSEPH
	

	
	
	
	JOATHAM
	JUDA
	

	AHAZ
	Isaiah 7:14 [742 BC] Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
	
	AHAZ
	SIMEON
	

	
	
	1:10
	EZEKIAS
	LEVI
	3:29

	
	
	
	MANASSES
	MATTHAT
	

	
	
	
	AMON
	JORAM
	

	
	
	1:11
	JOSIAH
	ELIEZER
	

	JECHONIAH
	Jeremiah 22:30 [609 BC] Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days: for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah.
	1:12
	JECHONIAH
	JOSE
	

	
	
	
	
	ER
	3:28

	
	
	
	SALATHIEL
	ELMODAM
	

	
	
	
	
	COSAM
	

	
	
	1:13
	ZERUBBABEL
	ADDI
	

	
	
	
	
	MELCHI
	

	
	
	
	ABIUD
	NERI
	3:27

	
	
	
	
	SALATHIEL
	

	
	
	
	ELIAKIM
	ZERUBBABEL
	

	
	
	
	
	RHESA
	

	
	
	1:14
	AZOR
	JOANNA
	

	
	
	
	
	JUDA
	3:26

	
	
	
	SADOC
	JOSEPH
	

	
	
	
	
	SEMEI
	

	
	
	
	ACHIM
	MATTATHIAS
	

	
	
	
	
	MAATH
	

	
	
	1:15
	ELIUD
	NAGGEE
	3:25

	
	
	
	
	ESU
	

	
	
	
	ELEAZER
	NAUM
	

	
	
	
	
	AMOS
	

	
	
	
	MATTHAN
	MATTATHIAS
	

	
	
	
	
	JOSEPH
	3:24

	
	
	1:16
	JACOB
	JANNA
	

	
	
	
	
	MELCHI
	

	
	
	
	JOSEPH
	LEVI
	

	
	
	
	
	MATTHAT
	

	
	
	
	
	HELI
	3:23

	
	
	
	
	MARY
	

	
	
	
	Legal Line
	Virgin Birth
	


IMPLICATIONS OF THE GENEALOGIES OF CHRIST

1 Twelve prophecies involving the lineage of the Lord Jesus  Christ  have  been  set  out  above.

    Each prophecy throws light on the coming Messiah:

(a)
He would be true humanity - ADAM.

(b)
He will return in power and triumph - ENOCH.

[c] 
He would be Semitic in origin - SETH.

(d)
He would provide international blessing - ABRAHAM.

[e]
The Jews would prosper because of him ISAAC.

[f]
One  day  they  would  inherit  the  land  - JACOB.

(g)
Christ would be a ruler over the Jews - JUDAH.

(h)
He would be a redeemer kinsman - BOAZ.

[I] 
He would come from Nazareth (root shoot) JESSE. 

[j] 
He would be a righteous judge worldwide DAVID.

(k)
He would be born of a virgin - AHAZ.

(1)
He would be legally, but not physically, in the line of Kings - JECHONIAH.

2. From Matthew 1 and Luke 3 it is shown that both Joseph and Mary were descended from David: Joseph through the kingly line of Solomon; Mary through Nathan.

3.SEVEN GENERATIONS.  Analysis of the number of generations between important characters or occasions shows that in Joseph's lineage (Matthew 1):
(a)
3x7 generations between Adam and Abraham (Luke 3).
(b)
2x7 generations between Abraham and David.

(c)
2x7 generations between David and the Babylonian Captivity.

(d)
2x7 generations between the Babylonian Captivity and Christ.

(e)
9x7 generations between Adam and Christ.

Although there was approximately equal time between Adam and Abraham, and Abraham and Christ there were twice as many generations between Adam and Christ as there was between Adam and Abraham.  This gives a 100-year generation prior to Abraham and a 50-year generation after that period.

(g)
In Mary's lineage (Luke 3):
(i)
3x7 generations between Adam and Abraham.

(ii)
2x7 generations between Abraham and David.

(iii)
6x7 generations between David and Mary.

4.  NUMEROLOGY.

(a)  The common lineage of the Lord Jesus Christ was between Adam and David - 5x7 generations.

(b) Five (5) is the number of GRACE.  David's greater son, the Lord Jesus Christ, was born at the commencement of the 5th Millennium.

(c) Mary was 6x7 generations from David. 6 (man) x 7 (God) shows up the God-man, Jesus Christ; Emmanuel, God with us.  Jesus Christ was both true humanity and truly God.

(d) Jesus Christ was 6x7 generations from Abraham in the lineage of Joseph.

(e) Jesus Christ was 9x7 generations from Adam. 9 is the number of finality.  Here we see the picture of the First and Last Adam.

[f] Mary was 77 generations from Adam. 7-doubled indicates great blessing. "Hail thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women" (Luke 1:28).
5. Examining the period between Adam and Jesus Christ the following also appears:

(a) The Flood was some 430 years before Abraham.

(b) The Law was some 430 years after Abraham.

(c) The time between Adam and the Flood would therefore be the same as the time between the Law and Jesus Christ; or

(d) The time between Creation and restoration from the universal flood is the same as that between the giving of the law and its fulfillment (Matthew 5:17).
Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB: Angels:  Angelic Conflict, Chronology 

SECTION E - THE REJECTION OF CHRIST
JOHN THE BAPTIST
In a number of places in the Old Testament God stated that the Messiah would be rejected by the world as a whole during his first advent.  This fact is attested to by references in the New Testament showing that the Lord Jesus Christ as Messiah was rejected in many areas.

This rejection is demonstrated in the person and ministry of John the Baptist.

PROPHECY

Malachi 4:5,6 (400 BC): Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: 6  And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.
1 . In this passage the return of Elijah the prophet is promised by God prior to the arrival of the Lord Jesus Christ as judge and then ruler.

2. When John the Baptist was ministering in the desert, the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him who he was.  In John 1:19-21 he denied he was Elijah: "And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 20  And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. 21  And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No".

3. That John the Baptist was seen as Elijah but was rejected is seen in Matthew 17 10-13. "And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come? 11  And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things. 12  But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. 13  Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist".
4. Elijah will be one of the two witnesses prior to the Great Tribulation, the second half of the Tribulation period, who is slain and resuscitated in Revelation 11:3-12.  It is therefore shown that not only was Jesus Christ rejected during the first advent but so was the first Elijah, John the Baptist.

Examples of prophecied rejections of the Messiah together with their fulfillments, are as follows

HIS TEACHING REJECTED

PROPHECY
Isaiah 6:9,10 (758 BC): And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 10  Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.
FULFILLMENT

Acts 28:25-27 (62 AD): And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers, 26  Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: 27  For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.
1. The teaching of Jesus Christ can only be discerned spiritually (1 Corinthians 2:14).
2. Religion and ritual had blinded the minds of most Jews at the time of his ministry, thus his teaching was rejected as foolishness.

3. The use of parables (see prophecy Bl5) meant that the unbelievers understood the simple story but failed to grasp the spiritual significance.

4. Forgiveness of sins is through hearing and believing the gospel.

5. It is therefore of the utmost importance for the gospel to be told.

HIS WORDS REJECTED

PROPHECY

Isaiah 53:1 (712 BC): 'Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed.

FULFILLMENT

John 12:37,38 (30 AD): But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: 38  That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?

THE REJECTED STONE

PROPHECY

 Psalm 118:22,23 (1000 BC): The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner. 23 This is the LORD's doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.

FULFILLMENT

Acts 4:10,11 (30 AD): Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. 11  This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner.
1 . The stone is Jesus Christ He is the cornerstone, the only sure foundation.

2. Mankind, generally, rejects the cornerstone because to accept it acknowledges that man is responsible to a higher authority.

3. This was particularly true of the Jews who generally rejected Jesus during his first advent.

4. Jesus Christ is the foundation stone of the church.

5. The cornerstone of any building is absolutely critical. Jesus Christ is absolutely critical to our faith.

Relevant topic  from Omnibus BTB:  Christ:  Rock 

REJECTED BY THE JEWS

PROPHECY

Isaiah 8:14 (742 BC): And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
FULFILLMENT

Romans 9:32,33 (60 AD): Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; 33  As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.
REJECTED DUE TO RITUALISM

PROPHECY

 Isaiah 29:13,14 (725 BC): Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men: 14  Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid.
FULFILLMENT

1 Corinthians 1:17-19: (59 AD): For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. 18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 19  For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.

1 . Ritual can be a great detractor from the truth, as over a long period of time unless expressly given in the Scriptures, the meaning behind the ritual is obscured.

2. The truth then becomes diluted by ritual, often to such an extent that the truth is obscured.

3. The wise men of this world are another form of the rich young ruler, who rely on their mental abilities to solve their problems rather than rely on the wisdom of God.

REJECTION BY REBELLION

PROPHECY

Isaiah 65:2 (698 BC): I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts
FULFILLMENT

Romans 10:21 (60 AD): But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people.
REJECTED BY BRETHREN

PROPHECY

 Psalm 69:8 (1 000 BC): I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother's children.
FULFILLMENT

John 7:5 (30 AD): For neither did his brethren believe in him.
HATED WITHOUT A CAUSE

PROPHECY

Psalm 69:4 (1000 BC): They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head: they that would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I restored that which I took not away.
FULFILLMENT

John 15:25 (30 AD): But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause.
SECTION F - SUFFERING AND TRIALS

This section takes us from the entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, to the Crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ In this and the next section (Section G - the death and burial of our Lord) 29 prophecies were fulfilled in one week. The prophecies occur in 10 different books of the Bible, ranging from Numbers to Matthew.

ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM

PROPHECY

Zechariah 9:9 (487 BC): Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.
The Judges of Israel, their leaders in the time before Saul was anointed king over Israel, used to ride on white asses (Judges 5:10). This tradition continued into the early kings, thus the Lord Jesus Christ was associating himself with the rulership of Israel.  Later kings rode horses but the ass was a sign that the ruler was also a servant

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 21:4,5 (32 AD): All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5  Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.
1 .Of the eight gates of the city, Jesus chose to enter by the eastern gate, the Golden Gate, which, whilst being the most direct entrance when coming from the Mount of Olives, was also situated below the Temple.  This entry was the first fulfillment of Ezekiel 43:1,2: 'Afterward he brought me to the gate, even the gate that looketh toward the east: And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east: and his voice was like a noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his glory.
2. The eastern gate, as all the gates and walls of Jerusalem, was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD and was not rebuilt until 1535 AD when the Turks restored part of Jerusalem.  Soon after the construction Suleiman the Great sealed up the Golden Gate, which conforms with the prophecy of Ezekiel 44:1,2: 'Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward sanctuary which looketh toward the east; and it was shut. 2 Then said the Lord unto me; This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it; because the Lord, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut.

3. The Lord Jesus Christ will enter Jerusalem by the Golden Gate in triumph at the second advent.

4. When Jesus rode into Jerusalem at his first advent he went to the Temple, much no doubt to the apprehension and frustration of the priests. He however fulfilled another prophecy, Malachi 3:1: Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the LORD, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.
5. Jesus the King had arrived at his capital city on the 10th Nisan, the anniversary over some 15 centuries of the day on which the perfect male lamb was brought into the home to be on the 14th Nisan the sacrifice for sin.

6. This entry, at which for the only time in his ministry he was acclaimed as the Messiah, was the end of the 69th week of Daniel's 70 weeks.

Relevant topic from Omnibus BTB:  Prophecy:  Daniel's 70th Week 

HIS ACCLAMATION

PROPHECY

 Psalm 1 18:25,26  [1000BC] Save now, I beseech thee, 0 Lord: 0 Lord, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. 26 Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord: we have blessed you out of the house of the Lord.
The general populace of Jerusalem recognised the sign of the Messiah coming into the city, and waved palm branches to celebrate what they thought would be the imminent removal of the Roman yoke.  

They also strew his path with their clothes to indicate their submission.

FULFILLMENT

John 12:12,13 (32 AD): 0n the next day much people that were come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.

Their enthusiasm soon evaporated, and within three days the populace, inflamed by agitators, were calling for the Messiah's death.

ABANDONED BY DISCIPLES

PROPHECY
Zechariah 13:7 (487 BC): Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones.
1 . Although the disciples had been taught by the Lord himself for three years, they had not accepted the concept that the Lord Jesus Christ had to go to the cross.

2. This is clearly shown by Peter telling the Lord that this should not be so, and earning the rebuke of "Get thee behind me Satan" from the Lord (Matthew 16:21-23).
3. As a consequence, when the shepherd was struck the sheep scattered.

4. The smiting of the shepherd reached its maximum at the Cross. The shepherd had however been harassed and smitten throughout His life by the attacks of Satan

5. The Lord Jesus Christ is seen as the shepherd in five different ways in (1 Peter 2:21-25).

a) The suffering shepherd. (v 21)

b) The sinless shepherd. (v 22)

c) The submissive shepherd. (v 23)

d) The substitutionary shepherd. (v 24)

e) The seeking shepherd. (v 25)

6. The Shepherd as Christ appears in three successive Psalms.

a) Psalm 22 - the good shepherd gives his life for the sheep (John 10:11). He is the Door (John 10:9).

b) Psalm 23 - the Lord is my shepherd - the great shepherd of the sheep. (Heb 13:20).

c) Psalm 24 - the chief shepherd appears as the Man of Glory. (1 Pet 5:4).

d) These show the shepherd dying for His sheep, the resurrected shepherd tending and caring for His sheep and the future shepherd ruling over His sheep.

FULFILLMENT

Mark 14:27 (32 AD): And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered.
Matthew 26:56 (32 AD) But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled.

Peter denied that he would be offended by his association with the Lord.  He eventually denied the Lord three times before the cock crowed twice (Luke 22:54-62).
BETRAYED BY A FRIEND

PROPHECY

 Psalm 41:9 (1000 BC): Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.
1 . Judas lscariot had been a disciple of the Lord for his public earthly ministry. Yet it was he who betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver.  His very name is now synonymous with treachery.

2. At the last supper the sop, a piece of bread dipped in the juices of the Passover lamb, was offered to Judas.  This was the last opportunity for Judas to repent of his ways.  He, however, disappeared into the night to betray the Lord.

FULFILLMENT

John 13:18,19,21,26,27 (32 AD)-. I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me. 19  Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am he. 21  When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. 26  Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. 27  And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly.
Relevant topic from Omnibus BTB: Judas Iscariot - Betrayal

30 PIECES OF SILVER and THE POTTER'S FIELD

PROPHECY

Zechariah 11:12,13 (487 BC): And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. 13  And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the LORD.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 27:3-10 (32 AD): Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was  condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4  Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that. 5  And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself. 6  And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said, It is not lawful for to put them into the treasury, because it is the price of blood. 7  And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter's field, to  bury strangers in. 8  Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto this day. 9  Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel did value; 10  And gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed me.

1 . The betrayal price that would be paid for our Lord was stated in Zechariah.  It was 30 pieces of silver.

2. It is of note that Joseph was sold into slavery in Egypt by his brethren for 20 pieces of silver (Genesis 37:28). Joseph in many ways is an antetype of Christ

3. Zechariah, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit also foresaw a problem with Judas' repentance and the return of the money to the Temple treasury.

4.Judas repented [METAMELOMAI]: he felt sorry for what he had done, but this repentance was not for salvation. Another Greek word translated repentance [METANOEO], means to change one's mind. This was the one always associated with salvation.

5. The church government in the form of the chief priests, had difficulties in knowing what to do with the blood money, as they were unable to accept it back into the Temple treasury, so they purchased a potter's field for the burial of strangers.

6. This fulfilled Zechariah 11:12,13.  Allusion is also made to the potter's field in Jeremiah 18:1-4 and 19:1-3.
7.The land purchased was called the field of blood or Akeldama in Acts l:19. It was located south of Jerusalem at the junction of the valleys of Kidron and Hinnom.

8. Excavations in the area have shown first century graves, which confirm that the potter's field was used for the purposes for which it was bought.

Relevant topic from Omnibus BTB:  Field of Blood 

FALSE WITNESSES

PROPHECY

Psalm 35:1 1 (1000 BC): False witnesses did rise up; they laid to my charge things that I knew not.
FULFILLMENT

Matthew 26:59-61 (32 AD): Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death; 60  But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found they none. At the last came two false witnesses, 61  And said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days.
1 . Although the rulers of Israel had plotted the arrest and condemnation of the Lord Jesus Christ, when it came to the trial they could not get two witnesses to agree on accusations against him.

2. They accused Jesus on two counts: destroying the temple and building another in three days (Matthew 26:61); and claiming to be the son of God (Matthew 27:43).
3. Both the Jewish legal system, which employed the false witnesses, and the Roman system, which was in force in Israel at that time, were the great legal systems of the ancient world.

4. Both were distorted when Jesus Christ was condemned.

5. The Jewish law was distorted by religion and legalism.

6. The Roman law was perverted by political expediency.

Relevant topic from Omnibus BTB:  Christ:  Trials of Christ

DEATH PROCURED

PROPHECY

Psalm 2:1,2 (1000 BC): Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 2  The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying,
FULFILLMENT

Acts 4:25-27 (32AD): Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things? 26  The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ. 27  For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together,
1 . The conspiracy between the Jewish leadership under Herod and Pontius Pilate, the Roman procurator, is clearly seen in Acts 4 to be a fulfillment of Psalm 2:1,2.
2. The antagonism towards Jesus united once bitter enemies. The Jews had nothing but contempt for their Roman masters but the day in which Jesus was tried, Pilate and Herod were made friends together (Luke 23:12).
3. Both the plotters ended their lives in misery.  Pontius Pilate committed suicide in  Rome,  having been relieved of his position.  Herod lived in poverty in exile, having  been  banished  by  the Roman Emperor in favour of his brother Philip (whose wife Herodius he had eloped with).

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  Judgment:  Four Generation Curse, Pilate - Expediency 

SPIT IN HIS FACE

PROPHECY

Isaiah 50:6 (712 BC): I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting.
FULFILLMENT

Mark l4:65 (32 AD): And some began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to buffet him, and to say unto him, Prophesy: and the servants did strike him with the palms of their hands.
1. The act of spitting in someone's face is one of the most degrading acts of contempt that one member of the human race can perpetrate on another.  During his mistreatment by the Roman soldiers Jesus suffered this indignity.

2. Nevertheless the first cry from the cross was, "Father forgive them for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34).
HE IS SCORNED

PROPHECY

Isaiah 50:6 (712 BC): I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 27:26 (32 AD): Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.
1 . Scourging involved the laceration of the body by a whip with metal spikes embedded in it to maximise trauma.

2. Jesus, who had done nothing wrong, and had been found not guilty by Pilate, was scourged as a matter of expediency.

3. Often those scourged by the Romans died under punishment. That our Lord had been greatly weakened by this action was demonstrated by his inability to carry his cross all the way to Golgotha (Matthew 27:32).
4.It is of interest that the person released as a result of Jesus Christ being condemned was Barabbas, whose compound name Barr Abbas means son of the Father. The son of God was a substitute for the son of the Father (2 Corinthians 5:21).

SILENCE IN FRONT OF HIS ACCUSERS 

PROPHECY

Isaiah 53:7  [712 BC] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 27:12-14 [32 AD]  And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee? And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly.
The concept of an accused person who was facing the death penalty not saying anything in his defence amazed all who saw our Lord do this.

In essence the Lord was saying that the people who were condemning Him had seen clearly his credentials during the three years of His public ministry and had rejected Him. What more was there to say.

In the case of the Pharisees and Chief priests He had demonstrated clearly that he was the Messiah. 

Their criteria for miracles to be performed by the Messiah contained three types of miracles which only the Messiah could perform. They were healing the leper, giving sight to the blind and exorcising demons from the dumb as the Pharisees had to speak to the demons to exorcise them.

Jesus fulfilled all the criteria yet they accused Him of doing the miracles in the power of Satan or Beelzebub.

SMITING ON THE CHEEK

PROPHECY

Micah 5:1 [710 BC]  Now gather thyself in troops, O daughter of troops: he hath laid siege against us: they shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 26:67 [32 AD] Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others smote him with the palms of their hands
The combination of spitting in the face and slapping with the hands was amongst the most degrading form of insult that a person could endure

Those for whom our Lord was about to die so that they could have an opportunity for everlasting life with Him did these degrading acts to Him. Yet He was without sin.

SECTION G - DEATH AND BURIAL

NUMBERED WITH THE TRANSGRESSORS

PROPHECY

Isaiah 53:12 (712 BC): "Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
FULFILLMENT

Mark 15:28 (32 AD): And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered with the transgressors.

1. When Jesus Christ was crucified he had a convicted criminal crucified on each side of him.

2. One of the felons believed during the period on the cross, whilst the other remained an unbeliever, clearly portraying the two categories of the human race (John 3:36). The believer was promised paradise by the Lord. He graphically portrays that one can do absolutely nothing for salvation other than believe or have faith in Christ

3. As the famous hymn "Rock of Ages" puts it, "Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to thy cross I cling; naked come to thee for dress, hopeless look to thee for grace. His death amongst the transgressors also shows the potential for all to be saved and that Christ died for all.

PIERCED HANDS AND FEET

PROPHECY

Psalm 22:16 (1000 BC): For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.
FULFILLMENT

Matthew 27:35 (32 AD): And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet.  They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots.
1. This prophecy, dating from the time of David, is remarkable in the fact that crucifixion was not practiced in David's day by the Jews. This form of execution was used by the Phoenicians, Carthaginians and Persians in the 6th century BC.

2. It was later used by the Romans for those of non-citizen categories.  A Roman citizen was executed by sword such as in the case of Paul. Knights or the aristocracy of the Roman empire were allowed to commit suicide, as illustrated by Pilate.

3. Four types of crosses were used:

(a) Crux Simplex - the simple vertical stake.

(b) Crux Commissa - a cross shaped like a'T'.

(c) Crux Decussata - a cross shaped like an 'X'.

(d) Crux Immissa - held by tradition to be the type of cross on which Christ died. This was confirmed by the Christian writer Ireneaus (140-202 AD).

4. The tradition of the type of cross is further strengthened by statements in Matthew 27:37; Mark 15:26; Luke 23:38 and John 19:19-22 regarding the title nailed to the cross of Christ over his head.

5. After condemnation, the person to die was made to carry the crossbeam [patibutum] to the scene of his death, not the whole cross as is usually depicted.  

The condemned was then stripped naked, laid on the ground with the crossbeam under his shoulders, and his hands tied or nailed to the cross.  The crossbar was then lifted and secured to the upright post so that the victim's feet were just above the ground.  

The main weight of the body was borne on a peg [sedile] astride which the victim sat. He died from exhaustion, thirst, or sometimes tetanus. History records numbers of occasions where over a week elapsed between crucifixion and death.

MOSES LIFTING UP THE SERPENT

PROPHECY

Numbers 21:7-9 (1500 BC): Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord, and against thee; pray unto the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us.  And Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. 9 And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.
1. The Jews in the wilderness, on entering the land of Edom, started complaining to Moses regarding God. Because of this act a plague of serpents was sent among the children of Israel as a result of which many died of snakebite. Moses was instructed to construct a serpent of brass and raise it on a pole.

2. In this event we see that the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). The serpent on the pole represents sin being judged, the judgment being indicated by the fact that the serpent was made of brass.

3. Salvation from physical death was secured by faith, looking on the brass serpent.

4. The fulfillment between this action and the cross of Christ, where all sin was dealt with, is given in the following Scripture.

FULFILLMENT

John 3:14,15 (32 AD): And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

THE SIGN OF JONAH
PROPHECY
Matthew  12:40  (31  AD):  For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
 Jonah 1: 17 (862 BC): Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah.  And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.
1. This prophecy is unusual in that the main prophecy is found in the New Testament and only predates its fulfillment by about a year.

2. The Lord Jesus Christ told the Jews that this would be their only sign that he would be observably dead for three days and three nights.

3. The Jews had a tradition that the spirit of a person hovered around the dead body of that person for three days before departing.  Thus if a person was dead over three days he was observably dead according to that tradition.

4.  The death of Lazarus in John 11 clearly portrays this principle:

(a) Jesus was approached by Lazarus' sisters, Mary and Martha, stating that he was very ill (verse 3).

(b) Jesus, however, delayed a couple of days (verse 6).

(c) Jesus was informed that his friend Lazarus had died (verse 14) and when he arrived at Bethany he found he had been dead four days already (verse 17).

(d)  Martha claimed that Lazarus was completely without hope as he had been in the grave for four days and had begun to decay (verse 39).

(e) Jesus, however, raised observably dead Lazarus to life, causing many to believe in him (verse 45).  Lazarus was, however, only resuscitated.

5. In a similar manner many believed on Jesus when he rose from the dead, although he was resurrected rather than resuscitated.

6. The sign of Jonah also shows that paradise is in the heart of the earth where, prior to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ all saints went at death.

7. Samuel demonstrated that this was the case in his days when, on being summoned up during the witch of Endor episode, he said to Saul, "Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up" (1 Samuel 28:15).  This is further amplified by the story of the rich man in torments and Lazarus in paradise in (Luke 16:19-31).
FULFILLMENT

1 Corinthians 15:4 (32 AD): And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.
The Scriptures indicate clearly that the Lord Jesus Christ did not die on a Friday as currently celebrated by most of the Christian church but either on the Wednesday or Thursday. The apparent discrepancy between rising on the third day in 1 Corinthians and three days and three nights in Matthew, can be explained by the fact that 1 Corinthians was written to the Gentiles, who had the Roman reckoning of time, whilst Matthew was addressed to the Jews whose day commenced at 6pm.

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  Day of Crucifixion, Hell and Hades, Lazarus 

CROWN OF THORNS

PROPHECY

Jonah 2:5 (862 BC): The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped about my head.
FULFILLMENT

Matthew 27.29 (32 AD): And when they had plaited a crown of thorns they put it upon his head.

1 . The crown of thorns on the head of the Lord Jesus Christ represents the sins of the world being placed on the Saviour.

2. One of the judgments on Adam in the garden was the production of thorns. Genesis 3:17,18 states, And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 18  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;
3. It is also clear that at the second advent of our Lord the pristine nature of the world will be restored (Romans 8:19-22).
4. That the Bible mentions the weed around Jonah's head and Jonah is the only sign given to the Jews just prior to Jesus' crucifixion is significant and can be seen as a prototype of the thorns on the Saviour's brow.

DIVIDE HIS GARMENTS

PROPHECY

 Psalm 22:18 (1000 BC): They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.

FULFILLMENT

John 19:23.24 (32 AD): Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout. 24  They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did.
1. It was common practice at crucifixions that the clothes of the condemned person were sold by the common soldiers who attended such events.

2.The monies received from the sale of the clothes was usually spent on rough red wine which was consumed by the soldiers while they awaited the victim's death.

3. In this prophecy the great accuracy of the scriptures are seen in that the coat which was without seam was the subject of lot by dice whilst the other clothes were divided up.

DESPISED BY THE CROWD
PROPHECY

Psalm 22:7,8 (1000 BC): AII they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, 8 He trusted on the Lord, that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 27:39-43 (32 AD): And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, 40  And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross. 41  Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, 42  He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. 43  He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God.
1. The suffering of the Lord Jesus Christ was increased by the attitude of the crowd which came to see the crucifixion.  Their behaviour fulfilled the prophecy of Psalm 22:7,8 where, with their heads wagging in derision, they quoted the statement, He trusted in God, let him deliver him if he will have him.

2. Bearing in mind that the Lord was not remote from these people, as often shown in paintings, but his feet were nearly touching the earth of Golgotha, their sneering criticism must have been very hard to bear.

SUBSTITUTIONARY DEATH
PROPHECY

Isaiah 53:5,6,10 (712 BC): But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 10  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.
FULFILLMENT

 Romans 5:6-8 (32AD): For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. 8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

1. The death of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross was a fulfillment of the Mosaic law, as well as full payment once and for all for sins of the human race (past, present and future).

2. In Isaiah 53:5 his sacrifice is said to heal us. The word translated healed was one used for the sewing together of a gaping wound on the battlefield.  When a fleshy part of the body is cut by a sword two sides of the flesh are separated, representing the gaping wound between God and man due to sin.

3. On the ancient battlefield wounds were crudely sewn together, causing the two sides of the wound to meet, portraying reconciliation.  By his stripes we are reconciled to God and the rift has the potential for healing and becoming healthy again.

4. Indicated in this passage also is the fact that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23) and that Christ died for our sins while we were yet sinners, or enemies of God.  

This raises the question that if God did the most for us when we were his enemies, what is he going to do for us now that we are his friends? 

As he is not willing that any should perish, 2 Peter 3:9, he is obviously not going to cancel the salvation so dearly won.

5. This substitutionary death is further amplified by 1 Peter 2:23,24 where the healing that we receive is shown again as reconciliation: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 23  Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously

6. The hanging of the body on the tree shows that Jesus Christ was made accursed for us, for Deuteronomy 21:22,23 states, And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree: 23  His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.
7. In addition, because the day following the crucifixion was a high Sabbath (John 19:31), the body of our Lord was taken down from the cross in conformity with that section of the Mosaic law.

VOLUNTARY DEATH

PROPHECY

 Isaiah 53:12 (712 BC): Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
FULFILLMENT

John 10:1 7,18 (32 AD): Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four days already. 18  Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off:

1 . The death of the Lord Jesus Christ is unique in many ways.  One of these was that he laid down his life voluntarily, at precisely the correct time, the time ordained by God the Father.

2. The death of all men is the prerogative of God as far as time is concerned.  In some cases man may superimpose his own timing, this is called suicide.  In the case of Jesus Christ, however, the Lord dismissed his spirit at the exact time designated by the Father.

COMMITTAL OF HIS SPIRIT

PROPHECY

 Psalm 31:5 (1 000 BC): Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, 0 Lord God of truth.

FULFILLMENT

Luke 23:46 (32AD): And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.

The perfect accord between the action of the Son and the will of the Father is shown in the fulfillment of this prophecy.  The Father had provided a body for the Son at the beginning of the first advent (Hebrews 10:5), now at the end of this period the Lord Jesus Christ returns his life to the Father.

UNDESERVED SUFFERING

PROPHECY

Psalm 69:9 (1000 BC): For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me.
FULFILLMENT

Romans l5:3 (32AD): For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me.

Jesus Christ was without sin; without blemish. He had fulfilled the Mosaic law in full during his life and death on this earth.  Mankind as individuals and as a whole were worthy of death (Romans 6:23).  However, the wrath of God was poured out on Christ instead of us.

THE PIERCING WOUNDS

PROPHECY

Zechariah 12:10 (487 BC): And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.

FULFILLMENT

John 19:34,35,37 (32AD): But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. 35  And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. 37  And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced.

1 . An examination of the piercing of the side of our Lord and its implications was made by a great physiologist with the following results as to the cause of the physical death of Jesus Christ.

2. When the soldier pierced with his spear the side of Christ he was already dead; and the flow of blood and water that followed was either a natural phenomenon explicable by natural causes, or it was a miracle. That John thought it, if not to be miraculous, at least to be unusual, appears plainly from the comment he makes upon it, and from the emphatic manner in which he solemnly declares his accuracy in narrating it.

3. Repeated observations and experiments made upon men and animals have shown the following results:

When the left side is freely pierced after death by a large knife, comparable in size with a Roman spear, three distinct cases are observed.

1st - No flow of any kind follows the wound except a slight trickling of blood.

2nd - A flow of water only, succeeded by a few drops of blood, follows the wound.

3rd - A copious flow of blood only follows the wound.

Of the three cases, the first is that which usually occurs; the second in cases of death by drowning and can be proved to be the normal case of a crucified person; whilst the third case would be found in death by pleurisy and rupture of the heart

4. Whilst the above three types are well known, two other cases, although not recorded in the text books, could occur. 4th - A copious flow of water followed by a copious flow of blood follows the wound. 

5th -  A copious flow of blood followed by a copious flow of water follows the wound.

The fifth type is recorded in John 19.

5. Death by crucifixion causes a condition of blood in the lungs similar to that produced by drowning. The fourth case would have occurred if the victim had been suffering from pleurisy, whilst the fifth type would occur if the person on the cross had died from a rupture of the heart. The history of the days preceding our Lord's death precludes the idea of pleurisy, as does the type of flow observed by John. It is therefore concluded that the type of flow recorded in John l9 must have resulted from the combination of crucifixion and rupture of the heart.

6. It is also of importance that such a flow could not have been invented by John as its occurrence was highly unusual.

7. Had Jesus been alive when the spear was thrust into his side, strong spurts of blood would have emerged with every heartbeat. However, with John observing semi-solid dark clots seeping out, distinct from an accompanying watery serum, there is very strong evidence of massive clotting of the blood in the main arteries, and is exceptionally strong medical proof of physical death.

NO BONES BROKEN

PROPHECY

 Exodus 12:46 (1500 BC): 46 in one house shall it be eaten; thou shalt not carry forth of the flesh abroad out of the house; neither shall ye break a bone thereof.
PROPHECY

Psalm 34:20 (1000 BC): He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken.
FULFILLMENT

 John 19:31 - 33,36 [32 AD] The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the Sabbath day (for that Sabbath day was a high day), besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 32 Then came the soldiers and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs . 36 For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken.

1. Ever since the Passover lamb ceremony had been instituted some 1500 BC, the children of Israel annually had killed the lamb on the 14th Nisan.  They were instructed by Moses, just before leaving Egypt, that great care should be taken that none of the bones of the Passover lamb be broken. In the Psalms the promise that the bones would not be broken was again given.

2. The Passover lambs over the centuries were a picture of the death of Jesus Christ who, unlike the gangsters whose legs were broken to effect their death by exhaustion, died without a bone being broken.

3. It is also of interest that the religious leaders of the Jews who had conspired to murder the King of Glory, could not tolerate the bodies remaining on the crosses over the Sabbath, which shows the workings of the legalistic mind.

THIRST ON THE CROSS

PROPHECY

Psalm 69:21 (1000 BC): They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.
FULFILLMENT

John  19:28-30  (32  AD):  After  this, Jesus  knowing that all  things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 29 Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a sponge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. 3O When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.

1. The timing of the tasting of the vinegar or rough red wine mixed with gall is important. As can be seen by the prophecy and fulfillment above, the Lord Jesus Christ tasted and therefore fulfilled the prophecy immediately before he died physically. Having tasted the wine and gall Jesus Christ said "It is finished" and died.

2. The Jews had attempted to give Jesus this mixture to drink just prior to his crucifixion. However, he had refused because the mixture was a narcotic and could have affected the free will of our Lord which would have made the judgment of God on him null and void.

3. This time is given in Matthew 27:33,34  And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull, 34 They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink.
PRAYED  FOR THE PERSECUTORS

PROPHECY

Isaiah 53:12  [712 BC]  Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

FULFILLMENT

Luke 23:34  [32 AD] Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.

The fact that the Lord prayer for the persecutors shows the immense love that the Lord had for those who were afflicting Him at the crucifixion and the steadfast nature of our Lord’s attitude to complying with the plan of God which required a perfect sacrifice.
RIDICULED BY THE CROWD

PROPHECY

Psalm 22:7  [1000 BC] All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying,

Psalm 109:25   [1000 BC] I became also a reproach unto them: when they looked upon me they shaked their heads.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 27:39  [32 AD]   And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads,
The pressure that occurred to our Lord with this statement is amplified when one realises that unlike most artist impressions of the crucifixion scene the Lord was not high above the ground but only just above the ground meaning these mockers were almost face to face with the Lord.

The fact that the soldiers divided the clothes also points to the fact that the victims of crucifixion were crucified naked which again would increase the mental pressure.

FRIENDS STAND FAR OFF

PROPHECY

Psalm 38:11 [1000 BC] My lovers and my friends stand aloof from my sore; and my kinsmen stand afar off.

FULFILLMENT

Luke 23:49 [32 AD] And all his acquaintance, and the women that followed him from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these things.

The disciples with the exception of John to whose care Mary was given had forsaken him. With the group of soldiers and the mockers being close to the Jesus the women stood far away from the Cross thus fulfilling this prophecy which was given before crucifixion became a form of capital punishment.

DIES FOR OTHERS

PROPHECY

Daniel 9:25-26a  [570 BC]  "Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks and three score and two weeks the streets shall be built again, and the wall even in troubled times. And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself

FULFILLMENT

Hebrews 1:3 [32 AD]  Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high:

1. There were three edicts issued by Persian princes dating after the time of Daniel and relating to the Jews returning to their homeland, they were:-

a) The edict of Cyrus in 538 BC to rebuild the house of the Lord (Temple) (Ezra 1).

b) The edict of Darius in 520 BC to rebuild the temple which is found in (Ezra 6) Darius' edict was to confirm Cyrus' previous order, the temple works having been stopped after the death of Cyrus.

c) The edict of Artaxerxes Longimanus to rebuild Jerusalem in 445 BC (Nehemiah 2)

2. Inspection of Daniel 9:25 shows that the critical commandment which starts the 70 weeks clock ticking was the order to rebuild Jerusalem not the temple. The correct order was the edict of Artaxerxes in 445 BC The practice of Persian Kings was to issue such orders on their New Years day, the 1st of the month of Nisan. Using the services of the Astronomer Royal in London, Sir Robert Anderson, was able to determine that the 1st Nisan of 445 BC occurred on 14th March 445 BC. We therefore have the following date:-

3. It also states that Jerusalem will be rebuilt with its walls completed after 49 years (7 weeks) in difficult circumstances. There is considerable biblical evidence that Jerusalem was rebuilt under very difficult circumstances.

"And after three score and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for Himself. " (Daniel 9:26a)

4. Who is the Messiah? - Jesus Christ! In Luke's gospel on entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, just prior to his crucifixion, the crowd welcomed Jesus Christ as the promised Messiah (Luke 19:38) this being the only time when he was so called by the mass of the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

5. When was He cut off? According to (Luke 3:1 ) Jesus Christ was baptised in the 15th year of Tiberius Caesar. As his ministry was three years in length, the entry into Jerusalem occurred in the 18th year of Tiberius. Searches of literature including, 'The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire' by Gibbon, has shown that Tiberius became Caesar in 14 AD Entrance into Jerusalem was therefore on Palm Sunday 32 AD Again by computation the date of Palm Sunday 32 AD was 10th Nisan or 6th April AD 32.

CRY FROM THE CROSS

PROPHECY

Psalm 22:1 (1000 BC): My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
FULFILLMENT

 Matthew 27:46 (32 AD): And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
1 . During the six hours from 9am to 3pm on the day of his crucifixion, seven phrases were offered by the Lord.

2. The above prophecy was fulfilled with the fourth phrase.  The cries from the cross were as follows:

[a] Father forgive them for they know not what they do (Luke 23:32-34). Jesus had been treated totally unfairly yet he did not become bitter or resentful. He was about to be judged for these sins as well as all the other sins of the world, and in grace asked God the Father to forgive them. It is of importance to note that at this point he addresses the Father with the title 'Father' (see F62).

(b) His second cry was a statement to the repentant gangster crucified next to him. Today shalt thou be with me in paradise (Luke 23:43). (see G64).

(c) His third phrase was addressed to Mary his mother. Woman behold thy son. Then said he to the disciple, Behold thy mother (John 19:26,27). Even in his extremity he provided for his family.  In this case he handed over protection of Mary to John his disciple. Under the concept of the fifth commandment, Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee (Exodus 20:12), it is of interest that of all the disciples, John appears to have lived by far the longest. The Book of Revelation, written by John on the island of Patmos, is usually dated at 96 AD, indicating that at that time he would have been in his mid-80's.  His days had certainly been long.

(d) The fourth cry was one of great anguish, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? (Matthew 27:46).

No longer is it 'Father'.  Jesus Christ cried with a loud voice, or screamed, My God, My God.  God had forsaken him because he was being judged for the sins of the world at this point (2 Corinthians 5:21).

(e) The fifth phrase completed another requirement of fulfillment of prophecy, I thirst (John 19:28).  This action confirmed the prophecy of Psalm 69:21 (see G77).

[f]  The sixth cry was a shout of triumph: It is finished (Johnl9:30). SaIvation was complete: the payment for sin had been made in full. The work that the Lord Jesus Christ had come to accomplish on earth was complete. Satan was a totally defeated foe.

(g) The final phrase was: Father into thy hands I commit my spirit (Luke 23:46). Again, the statement is addressed to God, using the title Father, showing that the total close intimate relationship between the Father and the Son had been restored (see G73).

DARKNESS
PROPHECY

Amos 8:9 (787 BC): And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord God, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 27:45 (32AD): Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.

1 . One of the prophecies fulfilled to the very hour was that darkness should cover the earth at noon.

2. Unnatural darkness commenced over the earth at the sixth hour (or 12 noon) and lasted until the ninth hour (3pm).  This darkness obscured mankind's view of the Lord Jesus Christ being judged for the sins of the world.

3. The cross is pictured in the Levitical offerings of Leviticus 2:4-7 4 "And if thou bring an oblation of a meat offering baken in the oven, it shall be unleavened cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, or unleavened wafers anointed with oil. 5And K thy oblation be a meat offering baken in a pan, it shall be of fine flour unleavened, mingled with oil. 6Thou shalt part it in pieces, and pour oil thereon: it is a meat offering. And if thy oblation be a meat offering baken in the frypan, it shall be made of fine flour with oil."

4.  We have three categories of offerings in this passage:

(a) The oven where the offering was hidden from sight.

(b) The flat-plate or pan where the offering was seen.

(c) The frying-pan where the offering was part hidden, part seen.

5. In all cases the offering was of fine flour, of the highest quality, without leaven (or sinless) but with added oil, which represents the power of the Holy Spirit.

6. The frying-pan represents the whole cross period; the flat-plate the first three hours; and the oven the last three hours.

7. We also learn from the offering that it was the offering only which was tested by fire. 

The person who brought the offering was not judged. In a similar way we are unable to assist God in any way in salvation. 

All we can do is acquire salvation by faith.

TOMB WITH THE RICH

PROPHECY

Isaiah 53:9 (712 BC): And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.

FULFILLMENT

Luke 23:50-53 (32 AD): And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counsellor; and he was a good man, and a just: 51 (The same had not consented to the counsel and deed of them); he was of Arimathea, a city of the Jews: who also himself waited for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. 53 And he took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid.

1. After the death of a convicted person by crucifixion, the practice was to throw the body of the deceased onto the rubbish dump of Jerusalem, called Gehenna or the Valley of Hinnom.

2. During the reign of Ahaz and Manasseh at Topheth (or fire place) in the Valley of Hinnom, human sacrifices were offered to the heathen god Molech (2 Chronicles 28:3, 33:6).
3. However, Josiah in his reforms stopped this practice (2 Kings 23:10).
4. Jeremiah 7:30-33 announced that the name of the valley be changed to the "Valley of Slaughter" because when the Lord judged Judah for her sins, the number of dead would be so great that they would be thrown into the valley to lie there without burial.

5. From about the second century BC the Valley of Hinnom came to be thought of as the place of final punishment for the enemies of God.

6. In order to fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah 53:9, however, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus claimed the body of Jesus from Pilate and buried it in a rich man's tomb hewn out of rock.  A stone was then rolled to cover the entrance.  

A secure tomb such as this made the assertion of the religious leaders of the Jews, that the disciples had stolen the body of Jesus Christ completely lacking in credibility.  Had Jesus Christ's body been thrown into the Valley of Hinnom, however, such a claim could have been hard to disprove.

SECTION H - RESURRECTION AND SESSION

RESURRECTION

PROPHECY

Psalm 16:10 (1000 BC): For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

FULFILLMENTS

 Acts 2: 25 - 31 (32 AD): For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: 26  Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: 27  Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 28  Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance. 29  Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 30  Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an  oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would  raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 31  He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.
Acts 13: 35 - 37 (32 AD): Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 36  For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption: 37  But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption.
1. The resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ was prophecied by David. That the prophecy dealt with Jesus Christ and not David is shown in Acts 2 and 13, where David and Christ are contrasted.

2. Having conquered death, the Lord rose from the dead and was seen on numerous occasions before he ascended into heaven.  They include:

(a)
Mary Magdalene (John 20:14-18).
(b)
Women returning from the tomb (Matthew 28:8-10).
(c)
Couple on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-31).
(d)
Peter (Luke 24:34).
(e) 
Ten disciples (Luke 24:36-43).
[f] 
Disciples including Thomas (John 20:24-29).
(g)
Lake Tiberius appearance (John 21:1-23).
(h)
To the 500 (1 Corinthians 15:6).
(i)
To James (1 Corinthians 15:7).
[j]
Disciples at the ascension (Acts 1:3-12).
(k)
Stephen (Acts 7:55).
(l)
Paul on the Damascus road (Acts (:3-6).
(m)
Paul in the Temple (Acts 22:17-21).
(n)
Paul at night (Acts 23:1 1).
(o)
John on Patmos (Revelation 1:10-19).
3.
In addition to the eyewitness reports other proof of the resurrection includes:

(a)
An empty tomb (Matthew 28).
(b)
Changes to the disciples after the resurrection.

(c)
The giving of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

(d)
The observance of the first day of the week as a worship day.

(e)
The existence of the Church.

Without the resurrection it was impossible for Jesus Christ to be glorified.  In the resurrection body Jesus Christ as a member of the human race, became superior to angels.

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB:  Resurrection topics

THE ASCENSION

PROPHECY

 Psalm 68:18 (1000 BC)- Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among them.

FULFILLMENTS

 Acts 1:9 (32 AD): And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.

Ephesians 4:8-10 [32 AD] Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 9  (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 10  He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)
1. After 40 days of instruction, teaching and appearances, the Lord Jesus Christ ascended into heaven from the Mount of Olives, to be received in the throne room of God. With his ascension was the promise that He would return in precisely the same manner (Acts 1:1 1).
2. The ascension also shows the great versatility of the resurrection body, in that it could travel vertically and arrive in the throne room of God without any stress.

Relevant topic from Omnibus BTB:  Christ:  Ascension and Session

RETURN TO HEAVEN

PROPHECY

John 17:11  [32 AD]  And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.

FULFILLMENT

Luke 24:51 [32 AD]  And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.

The Lord Jesus Christ was fully aware of the Plan of God which called for Him to be born as a human being, minister for three years, be crucified and killed on the Passover, resurrected on the third day having successfully paid for the sins of the world and return to the Father in heaven.

In this passage he prophesied this event which was to be fulfilled within a few weeks with the ascension from the Mount of Olives. 

THE SESSION

PROPHECY

Psalm 110:1 (1000 BC): The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.

FULFILLMENT

Acts 2:32-36 (32 AD): This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

FULFILLMENT

Mark 12:35-37 (32 AD): And Jesus answered and said, while he taught in the temple, How say the scribes that Christ is the son of David? 36 For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The Lord said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool. 37 David therefore himself calleth him Lord; and whence is he then his son? And the common people heard him gladly.

FULFILLMENT

Hebrews l:13 (32AD): But to which of the angels said he at anytime, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?

FULFILLMENT

 Hebrews 10:12,13 (32 AD): But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;  13 From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool.

1. The final glorification of Jesus Christ occurred when the Father asked him to sit at his right hand, the place of commendation, until his foes have been vanquished.

2. With the glorification and final acceptability, the Lord Jesus Christ was now free to send the Holy Spirit to empower believers in the church age (John 14:16-26).
3. Throughout history to this time, Satan had concentrated his attack on the seed of the woman, the line of the Messiah.  However, with Christ's victory at the cross and his ascension and session, the attack of Satan now turned to individual believers.

4.
The right hand of God indicates:

(a)
The place of commendation (Psalm 1 10:1).
(b)
The place of intercession (Romans 8:34).
(c)
The place of highest power and richest blessing (Genesis 48:13-19).
(d)
The place of power (Psalm 11 0:5).
Relevant Topics from Omnibus BTB - Christ:  Ascension and Session, Footstool

PART 2 - HISTORICAL

SECTION I - CITIES AND NATIONS

BABYLON

PROPHECY

Isaiah 13:19-22 (712 BC): And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 20  It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their fold there. 21  But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there. 22  And the wild beasts of the islands shall cry in their desolate houses, and dragons in their pleasant palaces: and her time is near to come, and her days shall not be prolonged.
PROPHECY

 Isaiah 14:23 (712 B C): I will also make it a possession for the bittern, and pools of water: and I will sweep it with the besom [broom] of destruction, saith the LORD of hosts.
PROPHECY

Jeremiah 51:26,43 (595 BC): And they shall not take of thee a stone for a corner, nor a stone for foundations; but thou shalt be desolate forever, saith the Lord Her cities are a desolation, a dry land, and a wilderness, a land wherein no man dwelleth, neither doth any son of man pass thereby.

FULFILLMENTS

"That Babylon would be like Sodom and Gomorrah"  (Isaiahl3:19). - Babylon, the jewel of the Chaldean empire, was the greatest and richest city in the world in the sixth century BC. It was famous for its hanging gardens. After its fall to Cyrus the Persian, the city went into a long period of decay. This continued to such an extent that all signs of Babylon disappeared in a similar way to Sodom and Gomorrah.

"Neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there" (Isaiah 13:20).  There are superstitions held by the nomadic Arabs regarding the ruins of Babylon, which, together with the lack of suitable pasture in its environs, precludes them setting up their tents in the area.

"Neither shall the shepherds make their fold there" (Isaiah 13:20).  Because of the swampy conditions and soil type, pasture for sheep does not grow near Babylon:  thus  there are no sheepfolds at this site.

"Wild beasts will inhabit Babylon" (Isaiah 13:21): Archaeologists visiting the site record that hyenas, boars, jackals, wolves and even the occasional lion inhabit the ruins of Babylon.

"Babylon would be covered with pools of water" (Isaiah 14:23).  The city of Babylon was built astride the Euphrates River in an area of vast marshlands.

At its height of Babylon's power the Euphrates' banks were constructed to contain the river in a watercourse. Over the centuries, however, the floodworks fell into decay and the Euphrates overspilt to cover a large portion of the city in pools of water or swamps.

"Babylon would never be inhabited again" (Jeremiah 51:26).  The destruction of Babylon was so complete that until the discovery of ancient monuments and the understanding of cuneiform writing in the 19th century, there was significant doubt that Babylon ever existed. Until that time Babylon was only known from the Bible and a few Greek writers.

"The foundation stones of Babylon would not be moved" (Jeremiah 51:26).  Bricks and building materials have been salvaged for the building of nearby towns. However, the massive foundation stones remain intact to this day.

"Very few visitors would go to Babylon after its destruction" (Jeremiah 51:43).  Nearly all ancient sites occur on major tourist routes. Babylon is unusual in that it is not on such a route. Therefore, few visitors go to the ruins of this once magnificent city.

BETHSAIDA, CAPERNAUM, CHORAZIN

PROPHECY

Matthew 1 1:20-24 (30 AD): Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works  were done, because they repented not: 21  Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22  But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. 23  And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24  But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee.
FULFILLMENTS

"God's judgment of Bethsaida, Capernaum and Chorazin" At the time of Christ there were four cities on Lake Galilee, the three mentioned in this passage, and Tiberias.

History tells us that Capernaum and probably its sister cities were destroyed by an earthquake in 400AD.                               Some 300 years later the king of Damascus Albaldi decided to build a palace at Bethsaida, overlooking the lake because of its beauty.  

The palace, after several years construction, was abandoned due to the death of the king.  The remains of the palace gradually disintegrated over the centuries.

There is little to indicate nowadays the sites of Bethsaida, Caprenaum and Chorazin. This is demonstrated by the fact that the site of Bethsaida is variously placed at al-Tell or Mas'abinya, whilst Capernaum is placed either at Tell Hum or Khan Minya.

The fourth city, the city of Tiberias, which was not cursed by our Lord, has been partly destroyed and rebuilt over the centuries, yet it alone is still standing and flourishing after 19 centuries as testimony to the accuracy of this prophecy.

GAZA and ASHKELON

PROPHECY

Amos 1:8 (787 BC): And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod and him that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon and I will turn my hand against Ekron: and the remnant of the Philistines will perish, saith the Lord God.

PROPHECY

Jeremiah 47:5 (600 BC): Baldness is come upon Gaza; Ashkelon is cut off with the remnant of their valley: how long wilt thou cut thyself. 

PROPHECY

Zephaniah 2:4,6,7 (630 BC): For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon a desolation: they shall drive out Ashdod at the noon day, and Ekron shall be rooted up . 6 And the sea coast shall be dwellings and cottages for shepherds, and folds for flocks. 7 And the coast shall be for the remnant of the house of Judah; they shall feed thereupon: in the houses of Ashkelon shall they lie down in the evening: for the Lord their God shall visit them, and turn away their captivity.

FULFILLMENTS

"The Philistines would not continue" (Amos 1:8). In 1270 AD Sultan Bibars destroyed Ashkelon and filled up its harbour with stones. Not only was Ashkelon destroyed but the entire nation of the Philistines was cut off completely. The destruction of the Philistines, descendents of the sea people, was so complete that there is not a single Philistine alive in the world today.

"Baldness would come upon Gaza" (Jeremiah 47:5). The ancient city of Gaza of the Philistines is sited some three kilometres nearer to the shore than the modern city which bears its name. The ancient Gaza is covered with sand dunes with not so much as a pillar to indicate its original position. Baldness has therefore come upon Gaza.

"Desolation will come upon Ashkelon" (Zephaniah 2:4). With the destruction of Ashkelon in 1270 AD, and its remains filling its harbour, the area occupied by the city became desolate.  For the last 700 years that desolation has continued.

"Shepherds and sheep will dwell in the area around Ashkelon" (Zephaniah 2:6).  After the destruction of Ashkelon, the site became the grazing place for many flocks of sheep. 

The landscape in the area was dotted with shepherds huts and sheepfolds.

"A remnant of the house of Judah will reinhabit Ashkelon" (Zephaniah 2:7).  In recent years, after centuries of being laid waste, the Jews are transforming the site of Ashkelon to a garden city near the coast.  

The remnant of the house of Judah have reinhabited Ashkelon.

JERUSALEM'S EXPANSION

PROPHECY

 Jeremiah 31:38-40 (606 BC): Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that the city shall be built to the Lord from the tower of Hananeel unto the gate of the corner. 39 And the measuring line shall yet go forth over against it upon the hill of Gareb, and shall compass about to Goah. 4O And the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the ashes, and all the fields unto the brook of Kidron unto the corner of the horse gate toward the east, shall be holy unto the Lord; it shall not be plucked up, nor thrown down any more for ever.
PROPHECY

Zechariah 14:10 (487 BC): All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the king's wine presses.

FULFILLMENT

"Jerusalem will encompass the Tower of Hananeel - Gate of the Corner - Gareb - Hill Goah - Valley of dead bodies - Ashes - Fields - Brook Kidron - Horse Gate." A study of the expansion of Jerusalem reveals that it has expanded point by point in close relation to the prophecy of Jeremiah 31:38-40, most of the expansion being undertaken in this century.

MOAB and AM MON

PROPHECY

Ezekiel 25:3,4 (590 BC): And say unto the Ammonites, Hear the word of the Lord God: Because thou saidst, Aha, against my sanctuary, when it was profaned, and against the land of Israel, when it was desolate; and against the house of Judah, when they went into captivity; 4 Behold, therefore I will deliver thee to the men of the east for a possession, and they shall set their palaces in thee and make their dwellings in thee: they shall eat thy fruit and they shall drink thy milk.

PROPHECY

Jeremiah 48:47 (600 BC): Yet will I bring again the captivity of Moab in the latter days, saith the Lord.  Thus far is the judgment of Moab 

PROPHECY

Jeremiah 49:6 [600 BC]  And afterward I will bring again the captivity of the children of Ammon, saith the Lord.
FULFILLMENT

"Moab will be taken by eastern men who will live off the fruit of the land, and who will build palaces in Ammon" (Ezekiel 25:4). In recent history the Arabs from the east took over Ammon and Moab: the capital of Jordan being Amman (Ammon).  

The great grandfather of the present ruler of Jordan, King Abdullah, built a palace in Amman, thus fulfilling this prophecy.

NINEVEH

PROPHECY

Nahum 1:8,10; 2:6; 3:10,13,19 (713 BC): 8 But with an overrunning flood he will make an utter end of the place thereof, and darkness shall pursue his enemies . 10 For while they be folden together as thorns, and while they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be devoured as stubble fully dry. 

2 6 The gates of the rivers shall be opened and the palace shall be dissolved. 

3 l0 Yet was she carried away, she went into captivity: her young children also were dashed in pieces at the top of all the streets: and they cast lots for her honourable men, and all her great men were bound in chains .13 Behold thy people in the midst of thee are women: the gates of thy land shall be set wide open unto thine enemies: the fire shall devour thy bars .19 There is no healing of thy bruise; thy wound is grievous: all that hear the fall of thee shall clap the hands over thee: for upon whom hath not thy wickedness passed continually?

FULFILLMENTS

"Nineveh would be destroyed by an overflowing flood "(Nahum 1:8; 2:6). Three rivers flowed either through Nineveh or adjacent to it - the Tigris, Khosr and Tebiltu.  The Tigris' water was undrinkable whilst the Khosr was used as the city's water supply.  All over the rivers had gates or sluices, to control the flow of water.  Nineveh fell in the month of Ab (March/April) 612 BC, which was at the height of the rainy season. It appears that a great flood on these rivers, possibly compounded by the opening of the river gates, allowed for a break to occur in a vital part of the massive city walls of Nineveh, allowing the besieging Chaldeans, Medes and Scythians to storm the city without difficulty.

"Nineveh would be destroyed in a state of drunkenness" (Nahum 1:10). Camped in the outer areas of the defences of Nineveh, Sardanapallus, the Assyrian leader, became over confident in his military superiority and became involved in a series of feasts with his troops involving much drunkenness.

"Nineveh would be burnt" (Nahum 3:13). The Assyrians had a tradition that no enemy shall ever take Nineveh by storm unless the river shall first become the city's enemy".  The Assyrian leader felt secure, however, heavy rain swelled the rivers which then broke their banks and flooded part of Nineveh. The leader panicked and burnt a significant part of the city down as he saw the occasion as a fulfillment of the Assyrian tradition. Nineveh was therefore burnt.

"Nineveh would be totally destroyed" (Nahum 3:19). In 612 BC Nineveh was so completely destroyed that over the centuries historians began to consider its very existence a myth. It was not until its discovery by Sir Austen Layard in the 19th century that Nineveh was shown to be a city of enormous size and influence in the Tigris / Euphrates valley. The fall of the Assyrian empire in three months in 612 BC, whilst still in a vigorous state, is still one of the most amazing judgments in history. There was great joy at the fall of Assyria because they had oppressed nations in the Middle East for many years and were well known for their cruelty.

PETRA and EDOM

PROPHECY

Isaiah 34:6,7,10,13-15 (713 BC): The sword of the Lord is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness, and with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams: for the Lord has a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of ldumea. 7 And the unicorns shall come down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls; and their land shall be soaked with blood and their dust made fat with fatness  10 lt shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up forever: from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for ever and ever .13 And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the fortresses thereof: and it shall be an habitation of dragons, and a court for owls. 14 The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr shall cry to his fellow; the screech owl also shall rest there, and find for herself a place of rest. 15 There shall the great owl make her nest, and lay, and hatch, and gather under her shadow: there shall the vultures also be gathered, every one with her mate.
PROPHECY

Jeremiah 49:17,18 (600 BC): Also Edom shall be a desolation: every one that goeth by it shall be astonished, and shall hiss at all the plagues thereof. 18 As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbour cities thereof, saith the Lord, no man shall abide there, neither shall a son of man dwell in it.
PROPHECY

Ezekiel 25:13,14; 35:5-7 (587 BC): Therefore thus saith the Lord God; I will also stretch out mine hand upon Edom, and will cut off man and beast from it; and I will make it desolate from Teman; and they of Dedan shall fall by the sword. 14 And I will lay my vengeance upon Edom by the hand of my people Israel: and they shall do in Edom according to my anger and according to my fury; and they shall know my vengeance, saith the Lord God. 

PROPHECY

Ezekiel 35:5-7 (587 BC)  Because thou hast had a perpetual hatred, and hast shed the blood of the children of Israel by the force of the sword in the time of their calamity, in the time that their iniquity had an end: 6 Therefore, as I live, saith the Lord God, I will prepare thee unto blood, and blood shall pursue thee: since thou hast not hated blood, even blood shall pursue thee. 7 Thus will i make Mount Seir most desolate, and cut off from it him that passeth out and him that returneth

FULFILLMENTS

"It would become a desolation" (Isaiah 34:14) Edom, with its mountains, is mentioned many times in the Bible.  It was, however, forgotten by secular history and its very existence questioned. It was not until the 19th century, where references were found in Egyptian and Assyrian monuments, that secular history confirmed that Edom had existed as a flourishing kingdom. Petra, the rock city, which once flourished, declined and after the medieval crusades became desolate, worn out by constant warfare.

"It would never be populated again" (Jeremiah 49:18).Petra, which had once been prosperous, is now silent and alone: its theatre which seated 4000, together with its temples, are empty.

"Conquered by the heathen" (Ezekiel 25:14). Assyria conquered Edom. They were followed by the Nabathians in the 6th century BC. The Islamic masses invaded Petra in the 7th century AD, whilst the crusaders built a castle there in the 12th century. After their departure the area was desolate until its discovery by the Swiss explorer J. L. Burckhardt in 1812.

"Conquered by Israel" (Ezekiel 25:14). Israel had conquered Edom under David when 18,000 Edomites were slaughtered in the Valley of Salt to the south of the Dead Sea. It remained in subjection to Israel until the reign of Jehoram (853-841 BC).  Fifty years later Amaziah invaded Edom and captured Petra. In relation to Ezekiel's prophecy, it should be remembered that it was given at a time of Israel's subjection to the Chaldeans, immediately preceding the Babylonian captivity. It was fulfilled some 400 years later by John Hyrcanus, who conquered Edom in the 2nd century BC

"Shall have a bloody history" (Ezekiel 35:5,6; Isaiah 34:6,7) About 20,000 Edomites were allowed into Jerusalem just prior to its fall in 70 AD. They however plundered, killing many Jews. After this they returned home and disappeared from history. 40,000 Edomites died at the hands of Judas Maccabaeus in the 2nd century BC.

"Edom desolate as far as the city of Teman" (Ezekiel 25:13).Teman, or Mean, is still a prosperous town on the eastern border of Edom and is the only city in that land which is not deserted.

"Wild animals will inhabit the area" (Isaiah 34:13-15). The area abounds with snakes and lizards; with lions and leopards being found in the hills around Petra.  There are many wild hairy goats (satyrs).  At night the jackals howl.

"Cessation of trade" (Isaiah 34:10; Ezekiel 35:7).Around the time of Christ, Petra was a trading city of note, especially  as a market for spice  and frankincense. After its decline it became desolate for several hundred years. Petra was the key city of the network of caravan routes from Africa to Asia Minor, yet the trade was destroyed.

"Spectators will be astonished "(Jeremiah 49:17) Travelers visiting the city of Petra, which is carved into the mountains, have always been astonished at this great abandoned fortress. It is not so much the grandeur as the devastation wrought in Edom that astonishes.

SAMARIA

PROPHECY

Hosea 13:16 (725 BC): Samaria shall become desolate; for she hath rebelled against her God: they shall fall by the sword, their infants shall be dashed in pieces and their women with child shall be ripped up.

PROPHECY

Micah 1:6 (730 BC): Therefore I will make Samaria as a heap of the field, and as plantings of a vineyard: and I will pour down the stones thereof into the valley, and I will discover the foundations thereof.

FULFILLMENTS

"Samaria would fall violently" (Hosea 13:16). Samaria had a short but stormy history.  It was created when ten of the tribes of Israel revolted against God in the 9th century BC.  In 712 BC, Samaria was sacked by Sargon the Assyrian, with great bloodshed.  It was again destroyed by Alexander the Great in 331 BC, and again by John Hyrcanus in 120 BC - in both cases resulting in massive casualties.

"Samaria would become as a heap in the field and that vineyards would be planted there" (Micah 1:6). Sebastieh is now the site which was once Samaria. The whole hill of Sebastieh consists of fertile soil which is now cultivated to the top and has upon it olive and fig trees. Samaria has become a heap in the field and has become cultivated.

"The stones of Samaria would be poured down into the valley and the foundations of the city would be destroyed" (Micah 1:6) Samaria is now a pitiable hamlet with only the shafts of a few pillars remaining to indicate the former grand colonnades.  Samaria has been destroyed but her rubbish has been thrown down into the valley; her foundation stones being scattered about on the slopes of the hill. These stones have been removed from the hill by the cultivators to ensure that Samaria became cultivated into fields.

SIDON

PROPHECY

Ezekiel 28:22,23 (588 BC): And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Zidon; and I will be glorified in the midst of thee: and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall have executed judgments in her, and shall be sanctified in her.      23 For I will send into her pestilence, and blood into her streets; and the wounded shall be judged in the midst of her by the sword upon her on every side; and they shall know that I am the LORD.
FULFILLMENTS

There is no Biblical mention of the destruction of Sidon. Unlike Tyre, Sidon exists today, even though it has had  one  of  the  bloodiest histories of  any  city.

"Pestilence, blood in the streets, sword on every side, judgment" (Ezekiel 28:23) In 351 BC the Sidonians, who had been subjects of the Persian kings, revolted against their masters and successfully defended their city against the repeated attacks of the Persians.  They were ruled by a weak king, who, in order to save his own life, betrayed the city to the Persians.  Knowing what would befall them, 40,000 Sidonians locked themselves in their houses which they then set on fire, thus perishing at their own hands rather than being slaughtered by the Persians.

In the days of the Crusades, Sidon was taken and retaken three times by the Crusaders and the Muslims.  This caused great bloodshed and death by the sword, including the slaying of many wounded. Up to the l9th century Sidon was the scene of conflict between the Turks and the Druses; and the Turks and the French. In 1840 Sidon was bombarded by the combined fleets of England, France and Turkey. Sidon's bloody history continues to this day with the city being featured in the conflict between Israel and the PLO.

THEBES and MEMPHIS

PROPHECY

Ezekiel 30:13-15 (572 BC): Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also destroy the idols, and I will cause their images to cease out of Noph; and there shall be no more a prince of the land of Egypt: and I will put a fear in the land of Egypt. 14  And I will make Pathros desolate, and will set fire in Zoan, and will execute judgments in No. 15  And I will pour my fury upon Sin, the strength of Egypt; and I will cut off the multitude of No.
(It should be noted that in the above Noph is Memphis; No is Thebes-, and Sin is Pelusium.)

FULFILLMENTS

Destruction of the idols of Memphis (Ezekiel 30:13). During the invasion of 525 BC, of Cambyses, the Persians slew Apis the sacred ox and burned other idols in Egypt.  The idols of Memphis were destroyed.  Memphis was unique in Egypt for its destruction of its idols.

Thebes would be destroyed and fired (Ezekiel 30:14). During the same invasion, Cambyses took Thebes.  He burned the temples and tried to destroy the huge statues.  The idols at Thebes, however, remained standing and images still remain on the temple walls.

I will cut off the multitudes of Thebes (Ezekiel 30:15). In 89 BC a siege was laid to the rebuilt city which lasted three years.  When Thebes was taken it fell into ruin and was leveled.

No more a prince of the land of Egypt [Ezekiel 30.-13] The prediction here was that Egypt would be ruled by foreigners.  The Persians took Egypt in 525 BC; it then passed to the Greeks under Ptolemy; and since then they have been generally under foreign domination.

TYRE

PROPHECY

Ezekiel 26:3,4,7,8,12,14,21 (588 BC): Therefore thus says the Lord God: Behold I am against thee, 0 Tyre, and I will bring up many nations against thee, as the sea brings up waves. 4 And they will destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers: and I will scrape her dust from her and make her a bare rock  7 For thus says the Lord God: Behold I will bring upon Tyre from the north Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, a king of kings, with horses, chariots, cavalry and a great army. 8 He will slay your daughters on the mainland with the sword: and he will make siege walls against you and raise up a large shield against you .12 And they will make a spoil of your riches and prey for your merchandise, break down your walls and destroy your pleasant houses, and throw your stones and your timbers and your debris into the water .14 And I will make you a bare rock: you will be a place for the spreading of nets. You will be built no more, for I the Lord have spoken, declares the Lord God .21  I shall bring terrors on you and you will be no more: though you will be sought, you will never be found again, declares the Lord.

FULFILLMENTS

"Many nations would come against Tyre" (Ezekiel 26:3). Alexander the Great, after defeating the Persians at the battle of Issus in 333 BC, marched southwards, demanding the surrender of the cities on the Mediterranean coast This demand was in order to reduce the effectiveness of the Persian fleet, which controlled the sea-lanes at this time.  Tyre refused to surrender so the city was attacked.  Alexander, because of his weakness in the naval area, found it necessary to obtain naval forces from a number of city states. His navy which attacked Tyre, was drawn from Sidon, Aradus, Rhodes, Mallos, Cyprus, Macedon, Lycia, Soli, and Byblos. Many nations were therefore against Tyre. Alexander sacked the city in 332 BC. 

"Walls broken down, debris removed; it would become like a bare rock" (Ezekiel 26:4).  Alexander the Great, during the sacking of Tyre, demolished the walls of the city.  In order to gain access to the city, which was sited on an island, the site of ancient Tyre was scraped to provide material for a causeway. Thus the old site of Tyre became like a bare rock. 

"Nebuchadnezzar would sack the mainland city, slaughtering the population. He would lay siege to Tyre" (Ezekiel 26:7,8). Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to mainland Tyre in 585 BC.  After 13 years of siege Tyre made terms with Babylon.  When Nebuchadnezzar broke the gates of Tyre down he found it almost empty as the majority of the people had moved by ship to an island about one kilometre off the coast. They had fortified this island, the site of new Tyre. The mainland city was destroyed in 572 BC with the slaughter of its population.

"The sacking of Tyre and throwing its stones and timber into the water" (Ezekiel 26:12). Tyre was sacked by Nebuchadnezzar.  In order to attack new Tyre offshore, Alexander demolished old Tyre, throwing the stones, timber and debris into the water to form a causeway.  He augmented this material with timber from Mt Libanus. (See also v.4)

"Made a bare rock, for the spreading of fishermen's nets, never to be rebuilt" [Ezekiel 26:14). The port of Tyre is still in use today with small fishing vessels laying at anchor there. The port has become a haven for fishing boats and a place for spreading their nets. New Tyre on the island was eventually destroyed by the Muslims in 1291, being laid in ruins.  Sixty years later it was reported that of the ancient walls and port, only traces remain. The existing city of Tyre is built down the coast from the original site of Tyre. (See also v.4)

"Tyre would be no more "(Ezekiel 26:21). With the destruction of Tyre it was not rebuilt

SECTION J - JEWS

Towards the end of his life Jacob gave a prophetic blessing to each of his twelve sons.  These prophetic blessings are given in Genesis 49, dating from some 1800 BC.  'And Jacob called unto his sons, and said: Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall befall you in the last days.  'Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sons of Jacob; and hearken unto Israel your father.
REUBEN

PROPHECY

 Genesis 49:3,4. Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power: 4 Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest up to thy father's bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch.

1. Reuben means 'see a son'. Jacob called him the excellency of dignity and the excellency of power (Genesis 29:31,32).
2. The firstborn was the leader, the priest and had a double portion (Deuteronomy 21:17).
3. Reuben lost his leadership to Judah, his priesthood to Levi and the double portion to Joseph.

4. He was, however, seen to be as unstable as water and would not excel because of his sin in Genesis 35:22. And it came to pass, when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father's concubine; and Israel heard it.
Instability was a characteristic of Reuben and his descendants.

FULFILLMENTS

1 . Dathan and Abiram, descendants of Reuben, joined the rebellion of Korah against Moses (Numbers 16).
2. Reuben's tribe was one of only three tribes who requested land on the east side of the Jordan (Numbers 32).
3. This action almost resulted in civil war (Joshua 22).
4. Reuben's indecision as a tribe was criticised during the crisis of Judges 5: "And the princes of lssachar were with Deborah; even lssachar, and also Barak; he was sent on foot into the valley. For the divisions of Reuben there were great thoughts of heart. Why abodest thou among the sheepfolds, to hear the bleating of the flocks? For the divisions of Reuben there were great searchings of heart.

5. The tribe of Reuben's numbers fell from 46,500 in (Numbers 1:21) to 43,730 in (Numbers 26:7).
6. The numbers were such that Moses prayed a blessing on Reuben that they might prosper (Deuteronomy 33:6).
7. Indecision in the Christian life causes instability (James 1:8).
SIMEON AND LEVI

PROPHECY

 Genesis 49:5-7. Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations. 6  O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united: for in their anger they slew a man, and in their selfwill they digged down a wall. 7  Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.
1 . Simeon is related to the Hebrew word for 'hear' or' heard' (Genesis 29:33), whilst Levi means 'joined' (Genesis 29:34).
2. Both these brothers were particularly cruel.

3. It was Simeon and Levi who had killed a large number of the Canaanites by subtlety in Genesis 34.
4. Jacob prophecied that they would be divided in Israel so that neither Simeon nor Levi were to possess a separate portion of the promised land.

Simeon's portion of the promised land is in Joshua 19:1-9 with their inheritance within the area allotted to Judah: 'And the second lot came forth to Simeon, even for the tribe of the children of Simeon according to their families; and their inheritance was within the inheritance of the children of Judah.  'And they had in their inheritance Beer-sheba, and Sheba, and Moladah, 'And Hazar-shual, and Balah, and AzeM, 4 And Eltolad, and Bethul, and Hormah, 5 And Zikiag, and Beth-marcaboth, and Hazar-susah, 6 And Beth-lebaoth, and Sharuhen; thirteen cities and their villages: 7 Ain, Remmon, and Ether, and Ashan; four cities and their villages: 8 And all the villages that were round about these cities to Baalath-beer, Ramath of the south.  This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Simeon according to their families. 9 0ut of the portion of the children of Judah was the inheritance of the children of Simeon: for the part of the children of Judah was too much for them: therefore the children of Simeon had their inheritance within the inheritance of them.

FULFILLMENTS

1 . All these cities were in the arid and barren region which we now know as the Negev.

2. Simeon also decreases in numbers from the beginning 59,300 (Numbers 1:23) to the end of the wilderness wandering when it was 22,200 (Numbers 26:14).
3. In the reign of Hezekiah a large group of Simeonites migrated into Edom where they conquered the Amalekites (1 Chronicles 4:38-43).

4. Jewish tradition states that all poor Jews came from this tribe.

5. Regarding Levi in Numbers 35:1-4 the Lord commanded that the Levites be given cities instead of a portion of the land.  In Joshua 21:4-7 the Levites were given 48 cities scattered throughout the other tribes.

6. Levi, however, had the Lord as their inheritance.  Deuteronomy 10:9. Wherefore Levi hath no part for inheritance with his brethren; the Lord is his inheritance, according as the Lord thy God promised him.

7. They were also supported by the people so that they could give themselves to ministry (Deuteronomy 18:1-5).
8. Moses came from the tribe of Levi, as did Aaron, from whom the Aaronic or Levitical priests are descended. He blessed them in Deuteronomy 33:8-11 with divine wisdom using the Thummim and Urim.

9. The Levites were zealous for a righteous cause (Exodus 32:28,29) and they began to bear the ark (Deuteronomy 10:8).
10. Even today the Levites have privileges in religious meetings.

JUDAH
PROPHECY

Genesis 49:8-12 Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father's children shall bow down before thee. 9  Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up? 10  The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. 11  Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; he washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes: 12  His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk.
1. As a tribe there is more said about this tribe than any other.  Jacob blessed Judah as the kingly tribe, the future leader of the children of Israel.

2. Judah means 'praise'. At his birth his mother Leah said, 3 'Now will I praise the Lord; therefore she called his name Judah (Genesis 29:35).
3. Moses also blessed Judah, asking for divine protection (Deuteronomy 33:7).
4. Judah's leadership was seen in the sparing of Joseph (Genesis 37:26,27) and he was the spokesman for the group going down into Egypt (Genesis 44:14-34).
FULFILLMENTS

1. When the tribes were  marching  through  the  wilderness  it  was  Judah  that  went  first  (Numbers 10:14).
2. The first tribe to receive a portion of the land was Judah (Joshua 15:1).
3. In the census taken over the 40 year wandering in the wilderness, Judah had the largest tribal population.

4. Judah's conquering ability is shown in King David who was the greatest conqueror other than the Lord Jesus Christ that Israel ever saw.

5. Judah was also protected from onslaughts such as that of Sennacherib.  This confirms Moses' blessing on this tribe.

6. The final king is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the Lord Jesus Christ (Revelation 5:5).
7. The Lord anticipated that one day there would be kings of Israel (Deuteronomy 17:14-20). The first king was Saul of the tribe of Benjamin (1 Samuel 9:1,2). David however, of the tribe of Judah, commenced the kingly line from which Jesus Christ was born (Matthew 1:6-17) and (Luke 3:23-31).
8. The coming of Shiloh, which means 'to whom it belongs', is a name for the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ who will reign over Israel to confirm the Davidic Covenant.

9. Even though the ten tribes rebelled against Judah's leadership after Solomon, it was the kingdom of Judah comprising the tribes of Judah and Benjamin that survived, the other tribes going into captivity under the Assyrians in 712 BC.

ZEBULUN

PROPHECY

Genesis 49:13 Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall be for an haven of ships; and his border shall be unto Zidon.
1. Zebulun means 'dwelling'. This was Leah's sixth son. She said, God hath endued me with a good dowry; now will my husband dwell with me because I have born him six sons (Genesis 30:20).

2. Jacob's prophecy speaks of Zebulun being related to ships and by implication trade by those ships.

3. It is of interest that in the Hebrew the word 'seas' is used rather than sea. This refers to the Mediterranean and the Sea of Galilee.

4. In Deuteronomy 33:18,19 Moses said: And of Zebulun he said, Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out; and, lssachar, in thy tents. They shall call the people unto the mountain; there they shall offer sacrifices of righteousness: for they shall suck of the abundance of the seas, and of treasures hid in the sand.
FULFILLMENTS

1. The land which Zebulun was allocated is given in Joshua 19:10-16. Located in the western end of the valley of Jezreel, the tribe of Zebulun was traversed by the main route from Syria to Egypt.  It is also of note that one of the cities that was allocated to them was Bethlehem of Zebulun (Joshua 19:15).

2. The city of Sidon was a great Canaanite city now sited in Lebanon. Zebulun's tribal allotment was separated from Sidon by the tribe of Asher (Joshua 19:24-31). 

The Asherites were not able to dislodge the Canaanites from their coastal area and in later times the Zebulunites began to infiltrate into this coastal area bordering Sidon. This fulfilled Jacob's prophecy.

3. The most famous member of the tribe was Elon who judged Israel for ten years (Judges 12:11,12).

4. The Zebulunites were brave (1 Chronicles 12:33) and were stable, unlike Reuben.

ISSACHAR

PROPHECY

Genesis 49:14,15 Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two burdens: '.'And he saw that rest was good, and the land that it was pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to bear, and became a servant unto tribute.
1. lssachar was the fifth born son of Leah. At his birth she said, God hath given me my hire. Issachar means 'hire or wages' (Genesis 30:17,18).
2. In the blessing of Moses, Issachar is said to be 'in thy tents'  (Deuteronomy 33:18). This is in contrast to Zebulun who is said in the same verse to go out or to trade.

FULFILLMENTS

1. To be called a donkey in the ancient world indicated transport. The donkey was also associated with the Messiah (Zechariah 9:9).

2. The tribal allotment to Issachar is given in Joshua 19:17-22 which indicates that he was assigned the fertile eastern section of Jezreel valley. The valley is between two mountains -Tabor and Gilboa.

3. One of the few members of the tribe mentioned in the scriptures is Tola, who judged Israel for 23 years (Judges 10:1,2).

4. lssachar was brave as a tribe in battle (1 Chronicles 7:1-5).  They were also wise (1 Chronicles 12:32).  By being wise he was able to carry others burdens.

5. Issachar typifies the person in Galatians 6:2, Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

DAN

PROPHECY

Genesis 49:16-18. Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward. I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord.
1. The name Dan means 'judgment'. He was so named by Rachel who had given to Jacob, Bilhah her maidservant. In Genesis 30:5,6 Dan's birth is recorded: 'And Bilhah conceived, and bare Jacob a son. And Rachel said, God hath judged me, and hath also heard my voice, and hath given me a son: therefore called she his name Dan.

2. The giving of the handmaid by Rachel to Jacob was in conformity with the customs of the day as shown by the code of Hannurabi.

3. To reinforce the position of Dan and the other patriarchs born to the handmaids Bilhah and Zilpah as full tribes of Israel, Jacob states that Dan shall rule Israel as one of the tribes.

FULFILLMENTS

1. The great judge of Dan was Samson (Judges 13), who had the Danite characteristic of disobedience.

2. The tribe of Dan was given a portion of land on the south west Mediterranean coast (Joshua 19:40-48). Because of Philistine pressure, Samson was able to use his immense strength to control for some time their invasions.

3. The Danites accomplished things by cunning rather than by confrontation.

4. Jacob's prophecy showed that Dan would be subject to Satanic influences. An example of this is in the conquest of Laish (Judges 18:1- 31). The Danites took 600 fighting men together with a renegade Levite who brought along a graven image. The Danites conquered Laish and renamed it Dan. They then set up the image for worship.

5. When Jeroboam rebelled against Rehoboam he encouraged idolatry to discourage pilgrimage to the southern kingdom (1 Kings 12:28-30).  Jeroboam made two gold calves: one he set in Bethel, whilst the other was erected in Dan.  The people went to worship at Dan.

6. In 2 Kings 10:29, whilst there was a revival in Israel, idolatry still raged in Dan.

7. Dan was the last to receive its allotment in the promised land (Joshua 19:40-49).

8. In Revelation 7 during the tribulation period, the 144,000 witnesses come from all the tribes except Dan, with Joseph and Mannaseh providing a double portion for the tribe of Joseph.

9. Dan, however, does receive a tribal inheritance in the millennial kingdom (Ezekiel 48:1,2).

GAD

PROPHECY

Genesis 49:19  Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but  he shall overcome at the  last.

1 . Gad means 'warrior'. When Gad was born to Leah's handmaid Zilpah, Leah said, "A troop cometh" (Genesis 30:11).

2. Moses blessed Gad in Deuteronomy 33:20,21, And of Gad he said, Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad: he dwelleth as a lion, and teareth the arm with the crown of the head.  And he provided the first part for himself, because there, in a portion of the lawgiver, was he seated; and he came with the heads of the people, he executed the justice of the Lord, and his judgments with Israel.

3. Gad, together with Reuben and part of Manasseh, were allotted a portion of the land to the east of the River Jordan (Joshua 13:24-28). They were oppressed by pagan tribes in the area, the Ammorites and Moabites.

FULFILLMENTS

1. The Gadites earnt a reputation as a warrior tribe (1 Chronicles 5:18-20; 12:8).

2. This vigorous state is also reflected in Moses' blessing that Gad would dwell as a lion and tear the arm.

3. The most prominent Gadite was Jair, who judged Israel for twenty years (Judges 10:3-5).

4. Through perseverance Gad is seen to overcome at last.

ASHER

PROPHECY

Genesis 49:20 Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield  royal  dainties,

1 . Asher means 'happy'. Asher was a full brother to Gad. At his birth Leah said Happy am I, for the daughters will call me blessed (Genesis 30:13).
2. In Deuteronomy 33:24,25 Moses blessed Asher. Let Asher be blessed with children; let him be acceptable to his brethren, and let him dip his foot in oil. Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy strength be.
FULFILLMENTS

1. Asher enjoyed the products of a rich and fertile land, and supplied the delicacies in the ancient world.

2. The most famous descendant of Asher was Anna, the prophetess, who greeted the infant Jesus in the temple in Luke 2:36-38 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher: she was of a great age, and had lived with her husband seven years from her virginity; And she was a widow aged about four score and four years, who departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. And she coming in that instant gave thanks to the Lord, and spake of him to all that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.

3. As Asher was one of the ten 'lost' tribes who were dispersed in 712 BC, it is of interest that this tribe still had discernable representatives in Jerusalem at the time of our Lord's first advent.

4. The word 'fat' in Genesis 49:20 should be translated 'oil', and complements the blessing of oil in Deuteronomy 33:24.  This prophecy has been the basis of some oil exploration in the area allotted to Asher.

5. Asher was able to share good tidings with his brethren. As Christians we should produce royal dainties in the form of divine good and be willing to share this with other believers. Oil often represents the Holy Spirit in the Scriptures.

NAPHTALI

PROPHECY

Genesis 49:21 Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words.
1. Naphtali was a full brother of Dan. His name means 'wrestling', for Rachel said in Genesis 30:8 With great wrestlings have I wrestled with my sister, and I have prevailed.
2. Moses in his blessing in Deuteronomy 33:23 said 0 Naphtali, satisfied with favour, and full with the blessing of the Lord: possess thou the west and the south.
3. The hind is a female deer or doe (Psalm 42:1; Isaiah 35:6).
FULFILLMENTS

1. The deer was both fast-moving and agile. It was supposedly Naphtali who carried the news swiftly to Jacob that Joseph was still alive.

2. In the famous story of Deborah and Barak, Barak was of the tribe of Naphtali (Judges 4:6). His tribe was singled out in the song in Judges 5 for its bravery.

3. Jesus began his ministry in Naphtali in Galilee and called his disciples in that region (Matthew 4:13-15). Most of his disciples therefore came from that region.

4. Jacob prophecied that "he giveth good words". In fact the gospel came so to speak out of Naphtali.

5. The bringing of the gospel is given in Isaiah 52:7. How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!

6. This is re-echoed by Paul in Romans 10:14,15. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? "And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things.

JOSEPH

PROPHECY

Genesis 49:22-26 Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run over the wall: 23  The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him: 24  But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel:) 25  Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of the womb: 26  The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his brethren.
1. Joseph was the elder son of Rachel, the wife that Jacob had so willingly spent years of his life working for, having been tricked into marrying Leah.

2. Rachel pleaded with the Lord in Genesis 30:1, Give me children or else I die.
3. Joseph means 'may he add', which was a plea for further children. And she called his name Joseph; and said, The Lord shall add to me another son (Genesis 30:24).
4. Moses blessed Joseph in Deuteronomy 33:13-17. And of Joseph he said, Blessed of the LORD be his land, for the precious things of heaven, for the dew, and for the deep that coucheth beneath, 14  And for the precious fruits brought forth by the sun, and for the precious things put forth by the moon, 15  And for the chief things of the ancient mountains, and for the precious things of the lasting hills, 16  And for the precious things of the earth and fulness thereof, and for the good will of him that dwelt in the bush: let the blessing come upon the head of Joseph, and upon the top of the head of him that was separated from his brethren. 17  His glory is like the firstling of his bullock, and his horns are like the horns of unicorns: with them he shall push the people together to the ends of the earth: and they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, and they are the thousands of Manasseh.

FULFILLMENTS

1. Joseph was promised fruitfulness by both Jacob and Moses. The double portion, which by birthright should have been Reuben's, fell upon Joseph, as portrayed by both Ephraim and Manasseh having tribal status by the blessing of Jacob in Genesis 48:1-22.
2. Jacob showed that Joseph has had many trials, but through the strength of God, Joseph had overcome his problems.  Joseph was living proof that "We know all things work together for good to them that love God, to them that are called accord​ing to his purpose (Romans 8:28).
3. In the census of Numbers 1 the tribe of Joseph was the largest, with 79,900, whilst at the end of the wilderness wanderings it had grown to 85,200 (Numbers 26:34,37).
4. Ephraim played a major part in the northern kingdom, which was sometimes known as Ephraim, showing the importance of this tribe, which Jacob has blessed ahead of his elder brother Manasseh (Genesis 48:17-19). This is shown in Hosea 12:1,2. Ephraim feedeth on wind, and followeth after the east wind: he daily increaseth lies and desolation; and they do make a covenant with the Assyrians, and oil is carried into Egypt. 2  The LORD hath also a controversy with Judah, and will punish Jacob according to his ways; according to his doings will he recompense him.

5. By his example Joseph shows the truth of 1 Peter 5:6, Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due lime.

BENJAMIN
PROPHECY

 Genesis 49:27 Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil.
1. Rachel died in childbirth at the birth of Benjamin.  As she was dying she called out 'Benoni', which means 'son of my pain'.  Jacob, however, called his twelfth son Benjamin, or 'right hand son' (Genesis 35:18).
2. With Joseph having disappeared, the aging Jacob made Benjamin the centre of his affection, not allowing him to go into Egypt on the first trip (Genesis 42:4).
3. Moses blessed Benjamin in Deuteronomy 33:12, And of Benjamin he said, The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in safety by him; and the Lord shall cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell between his shoulders.
FULFILLMENTS

1. Benjamin was allotted the area between Judah and Ephraim, which contained a number of important cities, including Jerusalem.  And Zelah, Eleph, and Jebusi, which is Jerusalem, Gibeath, and Kirjath; fourteen cities with their villages.  This is the inheritance of the children of Benjamin according to their families (Joshua 19:28). The covering of the Lord can be associated with the fact that the temple was built in Jerusalem as the place of presence of the Lord God.

2. That the Benjaminites were ferocious and tearing flesh (ravin) as a wolf, is seen on a number of occasions. Some examples are:

(a) Ehud, the second judge of Israel, was from the tribe of Benjamin, and assassinated the king of the Moabites, Eglon, using a concealed dagger. He thus released the children of Israel from 18 years of oppression and ushered in a period of 80 years of peace.

(b) Benjamin was at the centre of a violent civil war.  During this they were particularly violent (Judges 19), resulting in the rest of the tribes taking punitive action against Benjamin.  For a while the other tribes were repulsed, with 40,000 casualties in the first two days of fighting (Judges 20:21,25), but eventually they were overcome and reduced to 600 men (Judges 20:47).

(c) Saul, the first king of Israel, was of the tribe of Benjamin.  His rule was quite ferocious in warfare with his enemies.  Abner, commander of Saul's army, was without mercy as he killed Asahel. The effect of Saul's rule was felt in many surrounding kingdoms.

3. This tribal vigour could also be channeled to great blessing, as seen in :

(a) Esther and Mordecai, who boldly saved the children of Israel in Persia, thus dividing the spoil, as prophecied in Genesis 49:27.
(b) Jonathan, the son of Saul, whose vigour was devoted to the way of the Lord, acting on the promises of God (1 Samuel 14:6,12).

(c) Paul, the great oppressor of the church, was a member of the tribe of Benjamin. On conversion, however, his tenacity and zeal were turned to the spread of the gospel under almost constant pressures. Saul the ravin wolf against the church, became Paul the zealous missionary.

SERVITUDE TO BABYLON

PROPHECY

2 Kings 20:16-18 (713 BC): And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the word of the LORD. 17  Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store unto this day, shall be carried into Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the LORD. 18  And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.

1. Hezekiah, king of Judah, received emissaries from Baladan, king of Babylon, and while they were in Jerusalem he showed all the treasures of Jerusalem to them.

2. Isaiah prophecied that everything of value would be taken in the future by the Babylonians, together with the descendants of the king, who would be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.

3. In Jeremiah 25:11 (607 BC), God stated that the period of captivity would be 70 years: And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.

FULFILLMENTS

Daniel 1:1-7 (606 BC). In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. 2  And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god. 3  And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he  should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes; 4  Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. 5  And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king. 6  Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: 7  Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abednego.
1. The fulfillment of lsaiah's prophecy is shown in the opening verses of Daniel, where Daniel and others who were of the royal house (verse 3), were taken in to captivity and were made eunuchs in the court of Babylon (verse 7). In addition, some of the vessels from the house  of  the  Lord  were taken to Babylon (verse 2).

2. The words of Jeremiah gave comfort to those in captivity.  The captivity commenced in 606 BC and finished in 536 BC, two years after the conquest of the Babylonian empire of Belshazzer by the Medio Persians.

3. Daniel was able to understand God's timing in 538 BC, as shown in Daniel 9:2, In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.
NEW COVENANT

PROPHECY

Jeremiah 3l:31-34 (606BC) Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 32  Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: 33  But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34  And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.
The old covenant the Mosaic covenant, is compared with the new covenant, made between the Lord and the two kingdoms, those of Israel and Judah.

FULFILLMENT

Hebrews 8:8-12 ( Second Advent): For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: 9  Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. 10  For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: 11  And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. 12  For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.
1. The new covenant is more effective than the old covenant (Romans 8:3,4).
2. The new covenant is unconditional, relying on God's character rather than Israel's response.

3. Obedience is by will rather than fear.

4. Everybody will know the Lord (verse 11), which indicates the fulfillment of the covenant is in the Millennium when the Israelites are together again under the rulership of Jesus Christ

5. All their sins will be removed and God will remember them no more (verse 12).

6. This clearly shows that God has a future for Israel, as the book of Hebrews was written only three years prior to the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.

Relevant topics from Omnibus BTB: Covenants, Covenants:  New Covenant

DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE

PROPHECY

Matthew 24:1,2 (32AD): And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple. 2  And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.

FULFILLMENTS

The prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem was fulfilled some 38 years after its utterance by the Lord Jesus Christ when Titus and three legions besieged Jerusalem before taking it in August of 70 AD.  

Horrific reports of the end of Jerusalem were compiled by Josephus.  Eventually the Roman army broke through and razed the city.  

The temple was completely destroyed, having been set on fire.  The fire melted the golden vessels in the temple, which was consequently removed stone by stone as the molten gold had seeped into the joints between the stones.

THE SINS OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH

PROPHECY

Ezekiel 4:4-8 (595 BC): Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel upon it: according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their iniquity. 5  For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of Israel. 6  And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: I have appointed thee each day for a year. 7  Therefore thou shalt set thy face toward the siege of Jerusalem, and thine arm shall be uncovered, and thou shalt prophesy against it. 8  And, behold, I will lay bands upon thee, and thou shalt not turn thee from one side to another, till thou hast ended the days of thy siege.
FULFILLMENT

1 . Ezekiel is commanded by God to demonstrate the sins of Israel and of Judah by laying on his left side for 390 days and on his right side for 40 days.

2. From the fact that the 40 days was 40 years, it is considered that the 390 days are therefore 390 years.

3. The 390 years of Israel's sin (verse 5) appear to have been the period from the date of the covenant of blessing to the ten tribes, made by the prophet Ahijah with Jereboam in the second year before the disruption in 976 BC to the final destruction of Jerusalem and the completion of the Jews going into captivity in Babylon in 586 BC (1 Kings 14:6-18).

4. The 40 years of Judah's sin coincides with the commencement of the preaching of Jeremiah in 626 BC, in the thirteenth year of King Josiah, to the fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC.

5. The Jews, therefore, had some nine years warning of the end of their nation.

SECTION K - GENTILES

HAM, SHEM AND JAPHETH

PROPHECY

Genesis 9:24-27 (2400 BC): And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto him. 25  And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren. 26  And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. 27  God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.
FULFILLMENT

1. Canaan means 'to stoop down', a servant Ham was the forefather of a wide range of peoples, including the Chinese, Negroes, Red Indians, Carthaginians, Phoenecians, as well as the Canaanites.

2. In order to understand the curse on Canaan one has to understand the law of culpability and degeneracy.

3. The law of culpability states that the sins of the father are visited on the children to the fourth generation. (Exodus 20:5; Deuteronomy 24:16; Jeremiah 31:29,30; Ezekiel 18:2.)
4. This does not mean that we are responsible for the sins of our ancestors, but means we have an area of inherited weakness where we are especially susceptible to sin.

5. In the case of Canaan, he had a weakness in the area of homosexuality. As a result, eventually the Canaanite had to be removed because of perversion. God, therefore, eliminates nations that become totally degenerate.

6. God states that Japheth would expand and that the Hamites would be his servants (verse 27). During history, however, there has been a great intermingling of the sons of Japheth and those of Ham.

7. The sons of Shem are the most racially pure, his descendants being the Jews and Arabs.  According to Bible prophecy, there will always be antagonism between the Arabs and the Jews.  By remaining racially separate this clash of the descendants of Abraham has continued over the centuries.

8. Shem means 'name', or name of the Lord. The sons of Shem are the spiritual family, with Judaism, Islam and Christianity all coming from that group.

9. Shem, therefore, has spiritual superiority over Ham and Japheth (Exodus 3:13-15).

10. The Japhetic prophecy of dominance is portrayed in India, where the Japhetic Parsees conquered the Hamitic Dravidians and set up a caste system based on colour. The Dravidians were debauched with their religious customs, including the worship of animals.

11. The curse, however, is removed from the Hamitics when they move into the tents of Shem: by regeneration.

12. The Chinese are Hamitics who were driven out of the fertile crescent by the Semitic Assyrians. Paintings dating from the time of Ramses Ill portray yellow skinned people with straight black hair in pigtails, being driven out by the Semitics.

13. The Japhetic Romans conquering the Hamitic Carthaginians is another example of this prophecy being fulfilled.

14. The only place of equality in the human race is in unity with Jesus Christ. All traits are then modified, with all being able to imitate Jesus Christ when controlled by the Holy Spirit.

12 ARAB PRINCES

PROPHECY

Genesis 17:20 (1800 BC): And as for lshmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation.
PROPHECY
Genesis 25:12-16 (1800 BC): Now these are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's handmaid, bare unto Abraham: 13  And these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam, 14  And Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa, 15  Hadar, and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah: 16  These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names, by their towns, and by their castles; twelve princes according to their nations.
FULFILLMENT

1 . God declared that he would multiply Ishmael and that he would have many descendants (Genesis 17:20).
2. The Arab people who are descended from Ishmael number some 140 million nowadays.

3. The twelve princes noted in Genesis25:12-16 have now formed no less than 20 nations, being: Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, North Yemen, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, South Yemen, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, and the United Arab Emirates.

4. They own two-thirds of the proven oil reserves in the world, and an area of nearly ten million square kilometres.

5. One of the sons of Ishmael, Nebajoth, may well have been the father of the Nabateans; and Jetur is believed to have named Iturea (Luke 3:1).

ARABS IN PROPHECY

1. The Arabs Nations will be in conflict with Israel until the Second Advent.

2. The "Root of the Conflict" is given in (Genesis 12) where we have the beginning of Israel, through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (v 1-3) and also the beginning of the Arabs, through Ishmael and Esau (v 8-20).

3. During a famine, Abraham chose to go to Egypt rather than remain in the Promised Land.  This was a lack of faith on his part.  The Pharaoh takes Sarai into his harem and pays the bride price to Abraham who pretends to be her brother. Included in the bride price is an Egyptian maidservant called Hagar, who will become the mother of Ishmael.

4. Because Sarai is barren, she suggests to Abraham that he have children by Hagar (Genesis 16).  This was in accordance with the laws of that day where, if a wife was unable to produce children, it was her responsibility to provide a servant so that the line would continue.  Again we have a lapse of faith.

5. In those days barren women were despised, and Hagar openly gloats to Sarai over the birth of Ishmael.  Sarai reacts and causes Hagar to flee in a pregnant state from Abraham. In her flight she has an encounter with the Angel of the Lord, who gives a series of prophecies as to the future of her son.

6. The prophecies regarding Ishmael 

a) "He will be as a wild ass of a man". This is not as derogatory a statement as it would be today as in the ancient world many herds of wild asses roamed. The prophecy therefore means that the descendants of Ishmael would be nomadic. 

b) "His hand shall be against every man". The characteristic of Ishmael is that of aggression and he will attack those with whom he comes in contact. 

c) "Every man's hand shall be against him". His aggression will bring retaliation upon himself. 

d) "He shall dwell over against his brother". This is a Hebrew idiom indicating that the Arabs will dwell in a state of hostility side by side with his brother.

7. In the meantime, God opens Sarah's womb, and Isaac is born.  In (Genesis 21) we have the weaning party of Isaac, which would have occurred between the ages of three and five, at which we find Ishmael mocking his half brother, Isaac.   As a result of this mocking Hagar and Ishmael are expelled from Abraham's presence on God's orders and their wanderings begin.  Ishmael eventually marries an Egyptian.

8. The other father of the Arabs is Isaac's son, Esau, twin brother of Jacob (Genesis 25).  Esau was born first and therefore had the birthright which gave him the kingship, priesthood and the double portion.

9. Isaac's family had become wealthy and therefore Esau's hunger was not a life threatening situation.  He despised his birthright, and was willing to sell it for a mere bowl of soup. 

10. The patriarchal blessing is for the person holding the birthright thus Jacob is entitled to the blessing.  The sin is in the deception by Jacob and his mother.  In (Genesis 27:41) it states that Esau hated Jacob because of the patriarchal blessing, and plots his murder. This again shows the antagonism between the Arabs and the Jews.

11.  By  (Numbers 20) Esau's descendants have become the great nation of Edom and those of Jacob have been slaves of Egypt for several generations.  

The Jews are miraculously released to travel towards their inheritance in Canaan.  The easiest route is through the land of Edom. Moses petitions the Edomites for passage through their land by means of the King's highway but is refused with violence.

12. In the book of Judges we read of the Ishmaelites inflicting damages against Israel and subjugating them.

13. In (Psalm 83) the writer views prophetically the union of nations which comprise the modern Arab states, conspiring together to eliminate Israel. 

The nations are as follows:- 

(v6)  Edom - Southern Jordan, Ishmael is the father of one segment of the modern world, Moab is in Central Jordan, the Hagarines were from Egypt. 

(v7)  Gibal is in Lebanon, Amon is in Northern Jordan, Amalek was in the Sinai Peninsula, Philistia is in the Gaza Strip, Tyre is in Lebanon. 

(v8)  Assyria comprises all of Iraq and much of modern Syria. 

14. The Future of the Arab Nations.  The individual prophecies are as follows:- 

a) Lebanon - peace will come by means of occupation. Scripture gives the borders of Israel during the Messianic kingdom. It shows Israel occupying all of modern day Lebanon during that period. (Ezekiel 47:13-48:29)

b) Jordan - comprises three ancient nations; Edom, Moab and Ammon. In all three cases peace comes between Israel and Jordan by destruction though not all to the same extent. 

i) Edomites - in (Ezekiel 35:6-9) it becomes a perpetual desolation whilst in (v 14-16) it remains desolate even when the rest of the world is beautified during the Millennium. This is again confirmed in (Isaiah 34:8-15) and in (Jeremiah 49:14-22).

In (Obadiah 17-21) it is noted as part of Israelite territory though no one gets to live there. 

Finally in (Ezekiel 25 :12-14) the cause of their destruction is the nation Israel. War will therefore break out between Israel and Jordan and the southern part of Jordan will be destroyed as a result. 

ii) Moab - which comprises central Jordan will also be destroyed but not to the same degree according to (Jeremiah 48:1-46.) In (v 47) the Scriptures indicate that there will be a Moabite land during the Millennium. 

iii) Ammon or northern Jordan will also be destroyed but will be inhabited according to (Jeremiah 49:1-6)

c) Egypt - peace comes to Egypt by destruction initially followed by conversion as stated in (Isaiah 19 :1-22).  In the first ten verses God's punishment of Egypt is described with economic collapse and wide scale unemployment. 

The conversion of the Egyptians will occur in three stages:- 

i) in (v 16-17) the Egyptians will develop a fear of Israel;

ii) in (v 18) we note that five cities in the land of Egypt will be speaking the language of Canaan which is Hebrew;

iii) in (v 19-22) we are told that the Egyptians will fall under a cruel dictatorship which will cause them to turn away from their god to worship the true God, the Messiah. 

According to (Joel 3:19) Egypt was to suffer a similar fate as Edom but not quite the same. 

In (Ezekiel 29:8-14) the land of Egypt will be desolate without inhabitants with the Egyptians dispersed among the nations for the first forty years of the Millennial Kingdom. After the forty year period the Egyptians will be regathered to form a nation in the Kingdom. 

According to (Zechariah 14) they will have an annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles 

d) Syria and Iraq - peace with Israel will occur through conversion according to (Isaiah 19:23-25) and will be blessed in the Kingdom with the exception of the city of Babylon which will be a perpetual desolation.

INCLUSION OF THE GENTILES

PROPHECY

MOSES  - Deuteronomy 32:43 (1500 BC): Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people: for he will avenge the blood of his servants, and will render vengeance to his adversaries, and will be merciful unto his land, and to his people.
PROPHECY

PSALMIST Psalm 117:1,2  [1000BC] O praise the LORD, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people. 2  For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the LORD endureth for ever. Praise ye the LORD.
PROPHECY

DAVID  Psalm 18:49  (1000 BC): Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O LORD, among the heathen, and sing praises unto thy name.
PROPHECY

ISAIAH Isaiah 11:10 (713 BC): And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.
These four passages, ranging over a period of 800 years, clearly show that the Gentles are included in the plan of God.  This is confirmed in a four-fold statement by Paul in 60 AD.

FULFILLMENT

Romansl5:9-12 (60AD): And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. 10  And again he saith, Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his people. 11  And again, Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud him, all ye people. 12  And again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; in him shall the Gentiles trust.
JEWS AND GENTILES INVITED

PROPHECY

Joel 2:32 (800 BC): And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call.

FULFILLMENT

Romans 10 12,13 (60 AD): For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 13  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM

1. In the book of Daniel visions showing the course of the empires in history.

2. Head of Gold (Daniel 2:32, 38)

Chaldean Empire under Nebuchadnezzar who dispersed the Southern Kingdom in 586 BC and took them into captivity in Babylon. The last king was Belshazzar who was defeated the by the Persians in 538 BC (Daniel 5; 7:4).

3. Shoulders of Silver (Daniel 2:32, 39)

The Medio Persian Empire under Cyrus the Persian and Darius the Mede who having overthrown the Chaldeans in 538 BC dominated the Middle East until 331 BC. (Daniel 7:5, 8:3-8, 20-22).

4. Belly of Bronze (Daniel 2:32, 39)

The Greek Empire under Alexander the Great who conquered the known world in 12 years, died of an alcohol related disease in Babylon as he was trying to set up a super race of half Greek and half Persians. His empire lasted until the 1st century BC with the death of Cleopatra in Egypt. (Daniel 7:6, 8:3-8, 20-22).

5. Legs of Iron (Daniel 2:33, 40)

The Roman Empire with its two parts the eastern and western empires based on Constantinople and Rome. It finally collapsed under the Vandals, its last emperor being Romulus Augustus in the 5th century AD) (Daniel 7:7).\

6. Ten Toes of Iron and Clay (Daniel 2:33, 41-3, 7:8, Revelation. 13:1)

The power base for the Beast.

7. The Rock (Daniel 2:34,35, 44-5,7:11,12)

At the return of Jesus Christ at the Second Advent to overthrow the world empires and reign, the stone takes up the whole earth.

8. The Empires

In (Revelation 17:10) it mentions seven kings or empires, five of which had fallen, one is, and the other is not yet come. Remembering these words were written by John in AD 96, 'that which is' is the Roman Empire. The Empires are as follows:-

a) Those that have fallen: Egypt, Assyria, Chaldea, Persia, Greece.

b) That which is: Roman.

c) That which is to come: Revived Roman Empire.

9. In both Nebuchadnezzar's dream in (Daniel 2) and the passage in (Daniel 7), man-made empires are destroyed by God. Worldwide empires tend to elevate man to a place of self-glorification, whilst all glory should go to God. God promotes nations (Genesis 10) and judges internationalism (Daniel 2:7).

NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S TREE

PROPHECY

Daniel 4:10-16 (570 BC): Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed; I saw, and behold a tree in the midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great. 11  The tree grew, and was strong, and the height thereof reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth: 12  The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all: the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it. 13  I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher and an holy one came down from heaven; 14  He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from his branches: 15  Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth: 16  Let his heart be changed from man's, and let a beast's heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him.
FULFILLMENT

Daniel 4:28-36 (569 BC): All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. 29  At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. 30  The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? 31  While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. 32  And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 33  The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' claws. 34  And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: 35  And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? 36  At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me.
1 . This is a very short-term prophecy about perhaps the most powerful person in the ancient world: Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon.

2. As the crown prince he had defeated Pharaoh Necho at the battle of Carchemish in 606 BC, and proceeded to take hostages from the court of Judah back to Babylon, including Daniel, who was of the royal household.

3. Many years later Daniel was called upon to interpret the dream of Nebuchadnezzar's tree.

4. Nebuchadnezzar became puffed up with pride regarding his power and influence, and ignored the warning of his downfall.  While he was admiring the buildings in Babylon, God's judgment fell on him and he became as an animal for seven years.

5. Grace always precedes judgment. Nebuchadnezzar had been subject to other dreams, including the image of Daniel 2 and the warning of deliverance of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in Daniel 3. He had received a period of twelve months to repent before the tree was cut down.

6. When man seeks to lift himself to the level of God, he reduces himself to the level of animals.

7. This also shows that there is no security in power, wealth or human success. True security can be found only in relationship with God.  The Lord promotes believers on the basis of His grace.

8. In retrospect Nebuchadnezzar, having repented in verse 34, saw that even his illness had worked together for good (Psalm 119:75; Romans 8:28).
EMPIRES IN DANIEL

1. General Scripture(Daniel 7:1-8) portrays empires which would affect Israel as well as world history. In this passage the empires are represented by four great beasts which came from the sea. The sea represents the Gentiles so these empires are Gentile empires.

2. Whilst there are four beasts, five empires are in fact represented, with the fourth beast representing not only the Roman Empire (SPQR) but also the Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation period. Two other empires mentioned in scripture, the Egyptian and Assyrian, are not mentioned here because by Daniel's time these empires were historical. This vision occurred in 556 BC-

3. The Empires are Chaldea (Daniel 7:4), Persian (Daniel 7:5), Greek (Daniel 7:6), Roman (Daniel 7:7) Revived Roman (Daniel 7:8).

4. At the end of the Revived Roman Empire Jesus Christ returns (Dan 7:9-14) and destroys the last of man's empires and sets his everlasting empire in position (Daniel 7:14). This parallels (Daniel 2). (See Nebuchadnezzar's Dream).

5. The Chaldean Empire - the Lion with Eagles wings.

a) The Chaldeans came from the mountains of southern Iran and migrated towards the Arabic Gulf concentrating themselves in the swamps. From time to time they would emerge from the swamps to conquer and as a result ruled from Babylon periodically. King Merodachbaladan (Isaiah 39:1) was one such King.

b) Nabopolassar the father of Nebuchadnezzar was asked to rouse an army to assist Assyria against its enemies. He marched into Babylon and revolted against Assyria and with the help of the Medes and Scythians destroyed the Assyrian empire in 612 BC.

c) The Chaldean Empire became great as portrayed by the Lion and spread quickly over the known civilised world as shown by the wings of the Eagle. Its power reached its zenith under Nebuchadnezzar being the richest empire ever seen on the earth.

d) As often happens a great king was followed by a poor ruler. The Chaldean empire soon declined under Evil-Morodach his son who was killed in a revolution by Nergalsharezer who is mentioned in Jeremiah 39:3 as a prince of Babylon.

e) Nergalsharezer became the king. He succeeded to the throne but only reigned for four years. In 556 BC Nabonidus was elected ruler. Being quite old, Belshazzar was made co-regent and ruled from Babylon. He had no interest in God. The lion with wings had declined to an arrogant man. The empire continued to decline and in 538 BC during a drinking party with 1,000 of his nobles the Persians took Babylon by force. The Chaldean empire was over. (Daniel 5).

f) The Lion with Eagles wings parallels the Head of Gold of the vision of Nebuchadnezzar in (Daniel 2:32,38).

6. The Medio-Persian Empire - The bear with the raised paw.

a) During the relatively short Chaldean Empire, two groups were constantly struggling to gain control over each other, the Medes and the Persians. Whilst they fought with each other, they always united against outside enemies. Eventually the Persians gained ascendancy over the Medes. This is shown in the raised paw of the bear. They became a very powerful force.

b) In 546 BC Cyrus the Great conquered the fabulously rich city of Sardis, the capital of King Croesus of Lydia. Darius the Mede, eight years later, conquered Babylon with the Persian army under Gobryas, entering the city by the only opening in the wall where the river entered the city. (Dan 5:28). Daniel was made chief administrator of the empire (Dan 6:1,2).

c) It is apparent that Cyrus was a believer. He was certainly used by God and is mentioned often in scripture (2 Chronicles 36:22,23; Ezra 1:1,2,7,8; 3:7; 4:3,5; 5:13,14,17; (Isaiah 44:28; 45:1; Daniel 1:21; 6:28; 10:1). Cyrus made it possible for the Jews to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple (Ezra 1).

d) There were a number of Persian kings who followed Cyrus who had influence on the Jews and are mentioned in the Bible. Cyrus' son Cambyses ruled Persia for ten years and is the Ahasuerus of (Ezra 4:6). The next king was anti-Semitic and stopped the building of the temple but he was soon assassinated and Darius 1 The Great confirmed Cyrus' edict with his own in (Ezra 6). It was during his reign (521-486 BC) that the Jews returned to the land in 516 BC after their 70 years of captivity. Darius is also mentioned in the books of Nehemiah, Daniel, Haggai and Zechariah.

e) Darius was succeeded by Xerxes 1 (486-465 BC), the Ahasuerus of the book of (Esther ) who, in turn, was succeeded by Artaxerxes Longimanus who, by his edict in 445 BC, ordered the rebuilding of Jerusalem thus starting Daniel's 70 weeks. He is mentioned in (Ezra 7:1-8 and Nehemiah 2:1).

f) After Artaxerxes the Persian Empire declined. The Greek Empire in the west started to rise. With the invasion of Alexander, the Persian Empire, the silver shoulders of (Daniel 2:32,39), had ceased to exist.

7. The Greek Empire - the leopard with four heads

a) During the height of the Persian Empire, the Greeks and Macedonians had been fighting each other in a series of interstate wars. The Spartans, Thebians, Athenians and Macedonians were but a few of the combatants.

b) Philip of Macedon, having been released as a hostage by the King of Thebes, utilised many of the military tactics he had observed during his captivity in organising his own army in the mountains to the north of mainland Greece. He married a redhead, Olympias of Epirus, and to them was born a son, Alexander.

c) Alexander was tutored by Aristotle and succeeded to the throne when Philip was assassinated. Alexander was 20 years of age. At his death Philip had conquered Greece but a language barrier caused significant weakness in the large Greek army which Alexander was intending using against Persia. With his brilliant mind, Alexander conceived a common or Koine Greek language, a highly accurate and specific language which became the precise language of the New Testament.

d) In 334 BC Alexander started his conquest of the Persians. He successfully campaigned in Asia Minor, Palestine, Egypt and North Africa before overwhelming Persia. He passed through into Northern India. The bear had been replaced by the leopard. His army finally stopped in central India where a group decided to sail home. They cut down a forest and sailed along the Persian Gulf, producing an encyclopaedia of natural science en route.

e) Alexander returned to Persia and settled down in Babylon where he died due, mainly, to excessive drinking at an early age. Like Nimrod, he tried to form a super race and a brotherhood of man in Babylon. His early death can be seen as judgment by God on an international system.

f) His empires did not long survive him. Eleven of his serving generals fought each other for some twenty years until four succeeded in wresting kingdoms to rule SELEUCHUS, PTOLEMY, CASSANDER and LYSIMACHUS. These are the four heads of the leopard, the leopard representing Alexander's empire because of the rapidity of conquest. (See also NORTH AND SOUTH and WINDS OF HEAVEN.) The belly of bronze also represents this empire. (Dan 2:32,39).

8. The Roman Empire - The Iron Monster

a) To the west, whilst the Greek city states were warring, peasant shepherds living on the banks of the Tiber moved up into the safety of the seven hills that were to become Rome. Having consolidated the power of Rome expanded to conquer parts of Italy. Rome therefore took its place with Macedonia, Persia and Carthage as powers in the civilised world.

b) Rome's real expansion commenced with the three Punic wars against Carthage, which resulted in the complete destruction of the Carthaginian empire and its leader, Hannibal. Rome now turned eastwards, pushing against the Seluchids, the King of the North in (Daniel 11). Rome expanded into Syria, Egypt, Gaul, North Africa, with the Mediterranean becoming a Roman lake.

c) The Romans made good use of iron in their conquests with the famous Roman short sword, the Machaira of iron being the main offensive weapon. With very few delays the might of Rome trod and crushed all their enemies.

d) The prosperity under the Roman republic caused decadence to set in and Rome might well have collapsed, had it not been for one of the greatest geniuses of all time, Gaius Julius Caesar who, by the concepts he adopted, was able to extend the life of Roman power by some 500 years.

e) There followed a period of great stability during which Jesus Christ came into the world (Luke 2:l; Galatians 4:4). With this stability came the opportunity for Christianity to spread. The Jews, however, after the death and resurrection of Christ, forgot God and the Romans crushed them in the terrible siege and destruction of Jerusalem by Titus and his three legions in 70 AD

f) During the middle of the first century decadence again set in but due to the spread of Christian principles, Rome enjoyed a golden age for almost a hundred years under the Antonine Caesars from AD 96. Again there were peace and maximum evangelism.

g) In the fourth century religion and state were combined under Constantine and slowly the Roman Empire declined until Rome was eventually sacked by Odovacar, the German in 466 AD The legs of iron represent this empire in (Daniel 2:33,40).

9. The Revived Roman Empire - The seven-horned head and the little horn.

a) We now move from history, as far as we are concerned, to prophecy. To Daniel, of course, all of these empires, with the exception of the Chaldean Empire, was prophecy. After the age of the Church which has been inserted into history by God, the Roman empire is revived forming a world empire based on Rome.

b) The picture we see here is that of ten national groups. Three have to be conquered by the emerging dictator of that empire known as the Beast. The dictator is seen as a horn with eyes and a mouth speaking blasphemies. The little horn plucks out three horns.

c) The last one lasts only for the seven years of the tribulation before being destroyed as the last empire by the return of Jesus Christ at the Second Advent.

d) The toes of clay and iron represent this kingdom in (Daniel 2:33, 41-43).

e) In (Revelation 17:10) it mentions seven kings or empires, five of which had fallen, one is, and the other is not yet come. Remembering these words were written by John in AD 96, 'that which is' is the Roman Empire. The Empires are as follows:

i) Those that have fallen:- Egypt, Assyria, Chaldea, Persia, Greece

ii) That which is:- Roman

iii) That which is to come:- One World Government

10. In both Nebuchadnezzar's dream in (Daniel 2) and this passage in (Daniel 7), man-made empires are destroyed by God. Worldwide empires tend to elevate man to a place of self-glorification, whilst an glory should go to God. God promotes nations. (Genesis 10) and judges internationalism. (Daniel 2, 7).

THE GOAT AND THE RAM

PROPHECY

 Daniel 8:1-12 (553 BC): In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, even unto me Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at the first. 2  And I saw in a vision; and it came to pass, when I saw, that I was at Shushan in the palace, which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by the river of Ulai. 3  Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a ram which had two horns: and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher came up last. 4  I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward; so that no beasts might stand before him, neither was there any that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and became great. 5  And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn between his eyes. 6  And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power. 7  And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand. 8  Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven. 9  And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land. 10  And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them. 11  Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of the sanctuary was cast down. 12  And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practised, and prospered.
1 .Unlike Nebuchadnezzar's tree, the prophecy from Daniel 8 was fulfilled, in the main, over a 200-year period between 330 BC and 150 BC.

2. Included, however, is a prophecy still to be fulfilled in full: the little horn of verse 9, which is finally fulfilled in the tribulation.

FULFILLMENT

Daniel 8:1 9-26 (330 BC to second advent):  And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be. 20  The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia. 21  And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king. 22  Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his power. 23  And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up. 24  And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people. 25  And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand. 26  And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days.

1 . The prophecy is now explained.  The ram with the two horns is the king of Media/ Persia, who would control the empire only after the death of Belshazzer.

2. The goat is the king of Greece, the great horn being Alexander the Great.

3. Alexander the Great died in Babylon at the height of his power. Four of his army chiefs, Ptolemy, Selucius, Cassander and Lysimachus, eventually ruled the empire: having previously killed Alexander's son and wife.

4. One of the descendants of Selucius, Antiochus Epiphanies, became very powerful and oppressed the Jews, raising a statue in the temple, thus setting himself up as God.

5. He was eventually eliminated by Judas Maccabees and his followers.

Relevant topics: North and South, Winds of Heaven, Persian Kings

GREEK EMPIRE IN DANIEL

1. Scripture (Daniel 11:4):"And when be shall stand up his kingdom shall be broken and shall be divided towards the four winds of heaven and not to his posterity, nor according to his dominion which be ruled for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others besides those. "

2. The four winds of heaven refer to the four Greek generals who eventually took over control of Alexander's empire after his death in Babylon due to excessive drinking of the eleven who originally succeeded to the empire.

3. The four winds of heaven are PTOLEMY, SELUCHUS, CASSANDER and LYSIMACHUS.

4. The prophecy was written in 538 BC and was fulfilled between 331 and 301 BC

5. The seven Greek generals who failed were as follows:-

a) PERDICCAS was a Macedonian aristocrat. He became the Regent for Alexander's son by Roxanne. He initially teamed up with Ptolemy but he split from him, wanting to preserve the empire rather than Ptolemy who wished to start a dynasty. Perdiccas was assassinated by Pelthon and Seluchus.

b) LEONATAS was related to the royal house of Macedonia. He was very handsome which made him unstable. He wanted to be king. He was very proud ,and also was assassinated.

c) PEITHON - was the chief of Alexander's bodyguard. Able, ambitious and overbearing, he was killed in the battle of Gaza in 313 BC

d) EUMENES - Alexander's chief secretary. He decided to bide his time and see how events developed.

e) ANTIPATER - who was very old, being the last great general of Philip, Alexander's father. He became disgruntled.

f) ANTIGINOUS - one-eyed, brilliant, old and cruel, he was the most brilliant of all Alexander's generals.

g) DEMETRIUS - son of Antiginous, a very handsome general who teamed up with his father. As a combination they almost conquered the world. They were eventually defeated at the battle of Ipsus in 301 BC which completed the wars between the generals.

6. The four winds of heaven eventually were reduced to two, the King of the North, the dynasty from Seluchus, and the King of the South, the dynasty of Ptolemy, which ended with the death of Cleopatra in 30 BC The two eventual losers were CASSANDER who took over Macedonia. He found Olympia, Alexander's mother in Macedonia and had her murdered. In 297 BC, having contracted dropsy, he died. It was CASSANDER who renamed the Greek city of Thermes to Thessalonika to which the two letters to the Thessalonians were written. LYSIMACHUS joined the others in the group of four to prevent ANTIGINOUS restoring the empire of Alexander. He was rewarded with Asia Minor after the battle of Ipsus. He was eventually killed in battle in 281 BC

7. The four winds of heaven split up Alexander's empire which was based on the principle of internationalism and brought into existence a number of large nations.

PROPHECY AND HISTORY FULFILLED IN DANIEL

1. Scripture (Daniel 11:5-34). This gives a detailed prophecy of the future history of the Greek kingdom is of Syria (North) under the Seluchid dynasty and Egypt (South) under the Ptolemy Dynasty. 

2. In this topic we will compare prophecy with history to show that the scriptures are inspired and that future prophecy can be relied on completely for accuracy.

3. Scripture  Verse 5. "And the king of the south shall be strong and one of his princes; and he shall be strong above him, and have dominion; his dominion shall be a great dominion.

History

Ptolemy I (King of the South) based in Egypt was a powerful nation but Seluchus I of Syria (King of the North) was even stronger. Up to 302 BC Seluchus 1 Conquered everything from Syria in the West to the Punjab in India.

4. Scripture  Verse 6. "And in the end of years they shall join themselves together; for the king's daughter of the South shall come to the king of the North to make an agreement; but she shall not retain the power of the arm, neither shall be stand, nor his arm; but she shall be given up, and they That brought her, and be that begat her, and be that strengthened her in these times.

History

Ptolemy I was the only one of the generals who survived the death of Alexander who died a natural death. He died at the age of 84. He was succeeded by Ptolemy 11. Ptolemy II's brother went with his uncle Seleucus on a campaign to Macedonia and assassinated Seluchus, bringing Antiochus 1 To the throne. Ptolemy II and Antiochus I fought for a number of years over Palestine which formed a buffer state between North and South. After many years, Bernice, the daughter of Ptolemy, married Antiochus II, the King of the North, and had a son. Antiochus had been married to a woman called Laodice who eventually murdered Bernice, her son and Antiochus II. It was therefore Laodice's son who came to the throne in 246 BC as Seluchus II. Ptolemy II was very angry at this and invaded the north but he died in 245 BC

5. Scripture  Verse 7. "But out of the branch of her roots shall one stand up in his estate which shall come with an army and shall enter into the fortress of the King of the North and shall deal against them and shall prevail.

History

'The branch of her roots' is Ptolemy III who was the brother of Bernice. He succeeded to the throne of Egypt and then invaded the north and conquered it. Ptolemy Ill represents the zenith of power of the King of the South. He entered Antioch, the capital or fortress of the north, using African elephants.

6. Scripture  Verse 8. "And shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, with their princes, and with their precious vessels of silver and of gold; and be shall continue more years than the King of the North.

History

Ptolemy III Conquered many peoples. He returned to Egypt with many captives, retrieved 2,400 idols which had been taken from Egypt some 300 years previously by Cambyses, came back with precious items and great riches. Ptolemy III also outlived the King of the North by five years. He is reported as having taken 40,000 talents of silver and 4,000 talents of gold back to Egypt.

7. Scripture  Verse 9. "So the King of the South shall come into his kingdom and shall return into his own land. 

History

Ptolemy III returns in triumph into Egypt. Eventually Seluchus II retrieves most of his empire but the eastern portion of the empire is taken over by the Parthians, commencing in 220 BC

8. Scripture  Verse 10. "But his sons shall be stirred up and shall assemble a multitude of great forces and one shall certainly come and overflow and pass through, then shall he return and be stirred up, even to his fortress.

History

His sons are the sons of Seluchus II, they are Seluchus III and Antiochus III. Seluchus Ill tried to recover the empire of the King of the North, but the King of Pergammum prevented him and, on his way back to Antioch, Selchus III was assassinated in Phrygia. Antiochus Ill then became king. He reigned from 223-187 BC and was known as Antiochus the Great. With strong military training and discipline he was able to mould the army of the north together into a great force. Antiochus III eventually attacked the King of the South. He returned to Antioch in 217 BC, having secured a balance of power.

9. Scripture  Verse 11. "And the King of the South shall be moved with choler and shall come forth and fight with him, even with the King of the North, and he shall set forth a great multitude but the multitude shall be given into his band.

History

This deals with the battle of Raphia in 217 BC fought between Antiochus III and Ptolemy IV. The south had degenerated to the extent that the force under Antiochus III had supremacy. Ptolemy IV, however, was given a year in which to train his army. He gave up his drinking bouts and changed his lifestyle in order to lead the army. Ptolemy IV married his sister. Their son became Ptolemy V. Using the Egyptians in battle for the first time in the history of the Greek kingdoms, Ptolemy IV won the battle of Raphia and put the King of the North to flight.

10. Scripture  Verse 12. "And when be bath taken away the multitude, his heart shall be lifted up and he shall cast down many ten thousands but he shall not be strengthened by it.

History

Ptolemy IV returned to Egypt having saved Egypt from invasion. He has a chance to consolidate the nation by incorporating the Egyptians but instead returns to his heavy drinking and a feudal system. This causes systematic revolts which cost many lives. Ptolemy IV eventually died in 203 BC

11. Scripture  Verse 13. "For the King of the North shall return and shall set forth a multitude greater than the former and shall certainly come after certain years with a great army and with many riches.

History

Antiochus III failed to take his defeat at the battle of Raphia as final. It took him 14 years ('after certain years') to return to do battle against the King of the South, having trained his troops in wars on the eastern boundaries of his empire. He becomes very rich.

12. Scripture  Verse 14. "And in those times shall many stand up against the King of the South, also the robbers of thy people shall exalt themselves to establish the vision, but they shall fall.

History

Antiochus III now attacks Ptolemy V, a child of seven. He was assisted by 'the robbers of thy people' who were Jews who assisted Antiochus Ill to take Palestine in 199 BC He defeats an Egyptian army under Scopus as well as three other armies sent against him. The vision the Jews had was that this battle would set them free. It in fact brought Antiochus IV, the madman.

13. Scripture  Verses 15 and 16. "So the King of the North shall come and cast up a mount and take the most fenced cities and the arms of the south shall not withstand neither his chosen people, neither shall there be any strength to withstand. But be that cometh against him shall do according to his own will and move shall stand before him and be shall stand in the glorious land which, by his band, shall be consumed.

History

With the defeat of the four Egyptian armies, Antiochus III now invades a defenceless Egypt and meets no real resistance. He also subdues Palestine.

14. Scripture  Verse 17. "He shall also set his face to enter into the strength of his whole kingdom and upright oxes with him; thus shall be do, and be shall give him the daughter of women, corrupting her but she shall not stand on his side, neither be for him.

History

With the defeat of Ptolemy V, Antiochus Ill decides to implant a spy right at the heart of the Egyptian kingdom. This he did by marrying his daughter, Cleopatra, a girl of 16, to the nine-year old Ptolemy V. His plan backfired however, as this girl who had been brought up by the women in the family, fell in love with her young husband and refused to betray him.

15. Scripture  Verse 18. "After this shall be turn his face toward the isles and shall take many: but a prince for his own behalf shall cause the reproach offered by him to cease; without his own reproach be shall cause  to turn upon him ...

History

As part of the settlement with Ptolemy V, areas in Asia Minor and Thrace controlled by the King of the South were ceded to Antiochus III. This allowed Antiochus access into Greece. The expanding Roman presence clashed with him at the battles of Thermopolae and Magnesium where he was defeated. The 'prince' was Scipio Asiaticus , a Roman general.

16. Scripture  Verse 19. "Then shall he turn his face toward the fort of his own land, but be shall stumble and fall and not be found.

History

After the battle of Magnesium Antiochus returns to Antioch. Reparations to the Romans are so great that the northern kingdom is made bankrupt. Antiochus remembers rich temples in Bactria and heads east in order to replenish his treasury by plunder. As he attacks one of the temples he is assassinated.

17.  Scripture  Verse 20. "Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes in the glory of the kingdom; but within a few days be shall be destroyed, neither in anger nor in battle.

History

As a result of the death of Antiochus III, Seluchus IV became the King of the North. He decides to replenish the treasury by means of heavy taxation. His reign was relatively short. It was terminated when his chief minister, Heliodorus, assassinated him and set himself up as leader. His death was neither in anger or battle.

18. Verses 21-34 refer, in the main, to Antiochus IV and his relationship with the Jews and the King of the South under Ptolemy VI and VII. At the time of the assassination of Seluchus IV, Antiochus was an army general in Greece. At the beginning of his reign he was an excellent leader, projecting himself well in the media of the day by flatteries. Ptolemy V is assassinated in a palace plot, bringing to the throne Ptolemy VI as a seven-year-old boy. 

Antiochus IV conquers Egypt, Ptolemy VI is deposed in favour of his brother, the crippled Ptolemy VII. He is about to enter Alexandria when he is met by a Roman officer who gives him an ultimatum to retire. This he does, with great riches. v28) However, Memphis, which has been supplying the King of the North, will cut supplies (V 26) and many will starve on their departure out of Egypt. (V 26). 

From 168 to 165 BC both Ptolemy VI and Ptolemy VII reigned. Both of them went to the Roman Senate asking for islands. Ptolemy VII eventually received the island of Cyprus (Chittim). The two of them try to out manoeuvre each other. This is captured in the picture of them telling lies at one table. (V 27).

Antiochus IV returns to Palestine a very frustrated man. He stops the daily sacrifice (V 31) polluting the temple with pigs' blood and then the blood of Jews. On 25th December, 167 BC the Greeks brought a giant gold-plated statue called Zeus Olympius into the Holy of Holies. The statue was a statue of Antiochus IV with a beard.

The excesses of Antiochus eventually result in the wars under Judas Maccabees which eventually led to Jewish freedom. 

19. CONCLUSION

In this passage we have seen many prophecies of Daniel fulfilled in the correct order, in detail. The balance of Daniel 11 deals with a future empire, that of the empire in the tribulation period.

20. PRINCIPLE

a) With all scripture being inspired by God, the prophetic principles outlined in (Daniel 11:36-45) is as certain as history itself.

b) If we can trust the word of God with prophetic passages such as (Daniel 11) we can trust the Bible for our every need and requirement.

c) Acceptance of the word of God as literal by faith, unless there is an obvious analogy indicated in the text, is a major step forward in the Christian life and brings with it peace and confidence in God.

UNIVERSAL SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL

PROPHECY

Psalm 19:1 -4 (1000 BC): The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. 2  Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. 3  There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. 4  Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,
FULFILLMENT
Romans 10:17,18 (60AD) So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 18  But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world.
1 . Psalm 19 shows the stars and constellations are a matched pair with the word of God.

2. The stars were named by God (Psalm 147:4, Isaiah 40:26), with one of the purposes being to be signs (Genesis 1:14) or message bearers.

3. In Genesis 15 Abraham was told to tell (Gk.  SAPHAR) the stars: which means to recount in order.  So shall thy seed (singular) be. The seed is Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:16)-

4. In all ancient language, the names of the stars and constellations were all the same.  A study of these shows great compatibility between the names of the stars and their constellations, giving strong evidence that prior to the provision of the Bible in writing, God had placed the story of His plan in the heavens.  It also shows that man originally had one language.

5. As the story has gone out throughout the world, man is without excuse (Romans 1:19,20).
SEVEN EMPIRES

PROPHECY

Revelation 17:9-11 (96 AD): And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. 10  And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. 11  And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.
FULFILLMENT

1 The seven empires mentioned in this passage are divided into three groups: five which had been: one which at the time of the writing of Revelation was; and one which is to come.

2.
The five that had been are:

(a) Egypt. 

(b) Assyria. 

(c) Chaldea.

(d)
Media Persia.

(e) 
Greece.

3. The one that was in 96 AD was the Roman Empire.

4. The one to come is a One World Order divided into ten regions.

5. The beast, or Antichrist, is the ruler of the seventh empire, and goes to everlasting fire.

6. This prophecy, which has parallels in Daniel 2, is fulfilled in full over a period of 3500 years.

Relevant topics: Empires, Nebuchadnezzar's Vision, 

CHRIST THE GENTILE LIGHT

PROPHECY

Isaiah 42:6; (712 BC) I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;
PROPHECY

Isaiah 49:6 (712 BC) And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.
FULFILLMENT

Acts 13:46-48 (45 AD): Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 47  For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth. 48  And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.
1. The Gentles are connected to Jesus Christ in a number of ways by the prophets.

2. He is the light who brings salvation to the Gentiles (Luke 2:32; Acts 13:46-48).
3. He is the root of Jesse who is to reign over the Gentiles in His kingdom (Isaiah 11:10; Romans 15:12).
4. He saves the Gentiles (Romans 11:17-24; Ephesians 2:11,12).
5. He reigns over the Gentiles in the Millennium (Zechariah 12:8).
6. Gentiles and Jews are brought together on belief into the church, which is His body (Ephesians 1:23).
7. The Gentile is released from the curse of sin whilst the Jew is released from both sin and dispersion.

SECTION L - FULFILLED PROPHECY INVOLVING PEOPLE

SISERA DEFEATED BY A WOMAN

PROPHECY

Judges 4:9  And she said, I will surely go with thee: notwithstanding the journey that thou takest shall not be for thine honour; for the LORD shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. And Deborah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh.
FULFILLMENT

Judges 4:17-21  Howbeit Sisera fled away on his feet to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite: for there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite.And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said unto him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; fear not. And when he had turned in unto her into the tent, she covered him with a mantle. And he said unto her, Give me, I pray thee, a little water to drink; for I am thirsty. And she opened a bottle of milk, and gave him drink, and covered him. Again he said unto her, Stand in the door of the tent, and it shall be, when any man doth come and enquire of thee, and say, Is there any man here? that thou shalt say, No. Then Jael Heber's wife took a nail of the tent, and took an hammer in her hand, and went softly unto him, and smote the nail into his temples, and fastened it into the ground: for he was fast asleep and weary. So he died.
HOPHNI AND PHINEAS TO DIE ON THE SAME DAY

PROPHECY

1 Samuel 2:34  And this shall be a sign unto thee, that shall come upon thy two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas; in one day they shall die both of them.
FULFILLMENT

1 Samuel 4:10-11  And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, and they fled every man into his tent: and there was a very great slaughter; for there fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen. And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain.
ELI’S FAMILY NOT TO INHERIT THE PRIESTHOOD 

PROPHECY

1 Samuel 2:27-36  And there came a man of God unto Eli, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Did I plainly appear unto the house of thy father, when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh's house? And did I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to offer upon mine altar, to burn incense, to wear an ephod before me? and did I give unto the house of thy father all the offerings made by fire of the children of Israel? Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and at mine offering, which I have commanded in my habitation; and honourest thy sons above me, to make yourselves fat with the chiefest of all the offerings of Israel my people? Wherefore the LORD God of Israel saith, I said indeed that thy house, and the house of thy father, should walk before me for ever: but now the LORD saith, Be it far from me; for them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed. Behold, the days come, that I will cut off thine arm, and the arm of thy father's house, that there shall not be an old man in thine house. And thou shalt see an enemy in my habitation, in all the wealth which God shall give Israel: and there shall not be an old man in thine house for ever. And the man of thine, whom I shall not cut off from mine altar, shall be to consume thine eyes, and to grieve thine heart: and all the increase of thine house shall die in the flower of their age. And this shall be a sign unto thee, that shall come upon thy two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas; in one day they shall die both of them. And I will raise me up a faithful priest, that shall do according to that which is in mine heart and in my mind: and I will build him a sure house; and he shall walk before mine anointed for ever. And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left in thine house shall come and crouch to him for a piece of silver and a morsel of bread, and shall say, Put me, I pray thee, into one of the priests' offices, that I may eat a piece of bread.
PROPHECY

1 Samuel 3:11-14  And the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle. In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his house: when I begin, I will also make an end. For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever.
FULFILLMENT

1 Kings 2:26-27  And unto Abiathar the priest said the king, Get thee to Anathoth, unto thine own fields; for thou art worthy of death: but I will not at this time put thee to death, because thou barest the ark of the LORD God before David my father, and because thou hast been afflicted in all wherein my father was afflicted. So Solomon thrust out Abiathar from being priest unto the LORD; that he might fulfil the word of the LORD, which he spake concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh.

SAUL TO BE THE FIRST KING OF ISRAEL

PROPHECY

1 Samuel 9:15-16  Now the LORD had told Samuel in his ear a day before Saul came, saying, To morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him to be captain over my people Israel, that he may save my people out of the hand of the Philistines: for I have looked upon my people, because their cry is come unto me.

FULFILLMENT

1 Samuel 11:12-14  And the people said unto Samuel, Who is he that said, Shall Saul reign over us? bring the men, that we may put them to death. And Saul said, There shall not a man be put to death this day: for to day the LORD hath wrought salvation in Israel. Then said Samuel to the people, Come, and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there.
SAUL’S KINGDOM WOULD NOT CONTINUE

PROPHECY

1 Samuel 13:14  But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the LORD hath sought him a man after his own heart, and the LORD hath commanded him to be captain over his people, because thou hast not kept that which the LORD commanded thee.
PROPHECY

1 Samuel 15:28  And Samuel said unto him, The LORD hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this day, and hath given it to a neighbour of thine, that is better than thou.
PROPHECY

1 Samuel 24:20  [speaking to David]  And now, behold, I know well that thou shalt surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in thine hand.
FULFILLMENT

2 Samuel 3:1  Now there was long war between the house of Saul and the house of David: but David waxed stronger and stronger, and the house of Saul waxed weaker and weaker.
FULFILLMENT

2 Samuel 5:1-3  Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto Hebron, and spake, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. Also in time past, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and the LORD said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be a captain over Israel. So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a league with them in Hebron before the LORD: and they anointed David king over Israel.
SAUL TO DIE IN BATTLE ON A GIVEN DAY

PROPHECY

1 Samuel 28:19  Moreover the LORD will also deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the Philistines: and to morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me: the LORD also shall deliver the host of Israel into the hand of the Philistines.
FULFILLMENT

1 Samuel 31:1-6  Now the Philistines fought against Israel: and the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell down slain in mount Gilboa. And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon his sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Melchishua, Saul's sons. And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him; and he was sore wounded of the archers. Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come and thrust me through, and abuse me. But his armourbearer would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword, and fell upon it. And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and died with him. So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, and all his men, that same day together.
SOLOMON NOT DAVID TO BUILD THE TEMPLE

PROPHECY

1 Chronicles 17:1-12  Now it came to pass, as David sat in his house, that David said to Nathan the prophet, Lo, I dwell in an house of cedars, but the ark of the covenant of the LORD remaineth under curtains. Then Nathan said unto David, Do all that is in thine heart; for God is with thee. And it came to pass the same night, that the word of God came to Nathan, saying, Go and tell David my servant, Thus saith the LORD, Thou shalt not build me an house to dwell in: For I have not dwelt in an house since the day that I brought up Israel unto this day; but have gone from tent to tent, and from one tabernacle to another. Wheresoever I have walked with all Israel, spake I a word to any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my people, saying, Why have ye not built me an house of cedars? Now therefore thus shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote, even from following the sheep, that thou shouldest be ruler over my people Israel: And I have been with thee whithersoever thou hast walked, and have cut off all thine enemies from before thee, and have made thee a name like the name of the great men that are in the earth. Also I will ordain a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, and they shall dwell in their place, and shall be moved no more; neither shall the children of wickedness waste them any more, as at the beginning, And since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel. Moreover I will subdue all thine enemies. Furthermore I tell thee that the LORD will build thee an house. And it shall come to pass, when thy days be expired that thou must go to be with thy fathers, that I will raise up thy seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons; and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build me an house, and I will stablish his throne for ever.
FULFILLMENT

1 Kings 7:51  So was ended all the work that king Solomon made for the house of the LORD. And Solomon brought in the things which David his father had dedicated; even the silver, and the gold, and the vessels, did he put among the treasures of the house of the LORD.
DAVID’S HOUSE SUBJECT TO THE SWORD

PROPHECY

2 Samuel 12:10-12  Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.
FULFILLMENT

2 Samuel  13:28-29  Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, Mark ye now when Amnon's heart is merry with wine, and when I say unto you, Smite Amnon; then kill him, fear not: have not I commanded you? be courageous, and be valiant. And the servants of Absalom did unto Amnon as Absalom had commanded. Then all the king's sons arose, and every man gat him up upon his mule, and fled.
JEREBOAM’S ALTAR TO BE USED TO BURN THE BONES OF PAGAN PRIESTS

PROPHECY

1 Kings 13:1-3  And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of the LORD unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense. And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD, and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men's bones shall be burnt upon thee. And he gave a sign the same day, saying, This is the sign which the LORD hath spoken; Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the ashes that are upon it shall be poured out.

FULFILLMENT

2 Kings 23:4-6  And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and the priests of the second order, and the keepers of the door, to bring forth out of the temple of the LORD all the vessels that were made for Baal, and for the grove, and for all the host of heaven: and he burned them without Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and carried the ashes of them unto Bethel. And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of heaven. And he brought out the grove from the house of the LORD, without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, and stamped it small to powder, and cast the powder thereof upon the graves of the children of the people.

JEREBOAM’S DYNASTY TO BE DESTROYED

PROPHECY

1 Kings 14:10-11  Therefore, behold, I will bring evil upon the house of Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam him that pisseth against the wall, and him that is shut up and left in Israel, and will take away the remnant of the house of Jeroboam, as a man taketh away dung, till it be all gone.  Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the city shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth in the field shall the fowls of the air eat: for the LORD hath spoken it.
FULFILLMENT

1 Kings 15:27-28  And Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, conspired against him; and Baasha smote him at Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines; for Nadab and all Israel laid siege to Gibbethon. Even in the third year of Asa king of Judah did Baasha slay him, and reigned in his stead.
AHAB TO DEFEAT THE SYRIANS 

PROPHECY

1 Kings 20:28  And there came a man of God, and spake unto the king of Israel, and said, Thus saith the LORD, Because the Syrians have said, The LORD is God of the hills, but he is not God of the valleys, therefore will I deliver all this great multitude into thine hand, and ye shall know that I am the LORD.
FULFILLMENT

1 Kings 20:29-30  And they pitched one over against the other seven days. And so it was, that in the seventh day the battle was joined: and the children of Israel slew of the Syrians an hundred thousand footmen in one day. But the rest fled to Aphek, into the city; and there a wall fell upon twenty and seven thousand of the men that were left. And Benhadad fled, and came into the city, into an inner chamber.
AHAB TO DIE IN BATTLE DUE TO MURDER OF NABOTH

PROPHECY

1 Kings 21:19  And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession? And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine.
PROPHECY

1 Kings 22:17  And he said, I saw all Israel scattered upon the hills, as sheep that have not a shepherd: and the LORD said, These have no master: let them return every man to his house in peace.

FULFILLMENT

1 Kings 22:37  So the king died, and was brought to Samaria; and they buried the king in Samaria.
AHAB’S BLOOD LICKED FROM HIS CHARIOT BY DOGS

PROPHECY

1 Kings 21:19  And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession? And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine.
FULFILLMENT

1 Kings 22:38  And one washed the chariot in the pool of Samaria; and the dogs licked up his blood; and they washed his armour; according unto the word of the LORD which he spake.
JEZEBEL TO BE EATEN BY WILD DOGS

PROPHECY

1 Kings 21:23  And of Jezebel also spake the LORD, saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.
PROPHECY

2 Kings 9:10  And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the portion of Jezreel, and there shall be none to bury her. And he opened the door, and fled.
FULFILLMENT

2 Kings 9:30-37  And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and tired her head, and looked out at a window. And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said, Had Zimri peace, who slew his master? And he lifted up his face to the window, and said, Who is on my side? who? And there looked out to him two or three eunuchs. And he said, Throw her down. So they threw her down: and some of her blood was sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses: and he trode her under foot. And when he was come in, he did eat and drink, and said, Go, see now this cursed woman, and bury her: for she is a king's daughter. And they went to bury her: but they found no more of her than the skull, and the feet, and the palms of her hands. Wherefore they came again, and told him. And he said, This is the word of the LORD, which he spake by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel: And the carcase of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the face of the field in the portion of Jezreel; so that they shall not say, This is Jezebel.
ELISHA TO RECEIVE THE DOUBLE PORTION 

PROPHECY

2 Kings 2:9  And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.

FULFILLMENT

From the Scriptures we conclude that this was fulfilled in that Elisha performed twice as many miracles as Elijah.

NAAMAN TO RECOVER FROM LEPROSY 

PROPHECY

2 Kings 5:8-10  And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel. So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.

FULFILLMENT

2 Kings 5:14  Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

STARVING INHABITANTS OF SAMARIA TO RECEIVE FOOD

PROPHECY

2 Kings 7:1  Then Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the LORD; Thus saith the LORD, To morrow about this time shall a measure of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria.
FULFILLMENT

2 Kings 7:16-17  And the people went out, and spoiled the tents of the Syrians. So a measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, according to the word of the LORD. And the king appointed the lord on whose hand he leaned to have the charge of the gate: and the people trode upon him in the gate, and he died, as the man of God had said, who spake when the king came down to him.
AN ARROGANT AIDE TO SEE THE MIRACLE BUT NOT EAT FOOD

PROPHECY

2 Kings 7:2, 19  Then a lord on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of God, and said, Behold, if the LORD would make windows in heaven, might this thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof. 19  And that lord answered the man of God, and said, Now, behold, if the LORD should make windows in heaven, might such a thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof.

FULFILLMENT

2 Kings 7:17, 20  And the king appointed the lord on whose hand he leaned to have the charge of the gate: and the people trode upon him in the gate, and he died, as the man of God had said, who spake when the king came down to him. 20 And so it fell out unto him: for the people trode upon him in the gate, and he died.
BEB-HADAD TO RECOVER FROM SICKNESS BUT DIE ANYWAY

PROPHECY

2 Kings 8:10  And Elisha said unto him, Go, say unto him, Thou mayest certainly recover: howbeit the LORD hath shewed me that he shall surely die.
FULFILLMENT

2 Kings 8:15  And it came to pass on the morrow, that he took a thick cloth, and dipped it in water, and spread it on his face, so that he died: and Hazael reigned in his stead.
JEHU TO HAVE FOUR GENERATIONS IN HIS DYNASTY

PROPHECY

2 Kings 10:30  And the LORD said unto Jehu, Because thou hast done well in executing that which is right in mine eyes, and hast done unto the house of Ahab according to all that was in mine heart, thy children of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of Israel.
FULFILLMENT

2 Kings 15:12  This was the word of the LORD which he spake unto Jehu, saying, Thy sons shall sit on the throne of Israel unto the fourth generation. And so it came to pass.

JEHU’S DYNASTY THEN TO BE DESTROYED

PROPHECY

Hosea 1:4  And the LORD said unto him, Call his name Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu, and will cause to cease the kingdom of the house of Israel.
FULFILLMENT

2 Kings 15:8-12  In the thirty and eighth year of Azariah king of Judah did Zachariah the son of Jeroboam reign over Israel in Samaria six months. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, as his fathers had done: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. And Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him, and smote him before the people, and slew him, and reigned in his stead. And the rest of the acts of Zachariah, behold, they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. This was the word of the LORD which he spake unto Jehu, saying, Thy sons shall sit on the throne of Israel unto the fourth generation. And so it came to pass.
JEHOASH TO DEFEAT THE SYRIANS THREE TIMES

PROPHECY

2 Kings 13:18-19  And he said, Take the arrows. And he took them. And he said unto the king of Israel, Smite upon the ground. And he smote thrice, and stayed. And the man of God was wroth with him, and said, Thou shouldest have smitten five or six times; then hadst thou smitten Syria till thou hadst consumed it: whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice.
FULFILLMENT

2 Kings 13:25  And Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again out of the hand of Benhadad the son of Hazael the cities, which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz his father by war. Three times did Joash beat him, and recovered the cities of Israel.
JEHORAM TO SUFFER A DISEASE BECAUSE OF SIN

PROPHECY

2 Chronicles 21:15  And thou shalt have great sickness by disease of thy bowels, until thy bowels fall out by reason of the sickness day by day.
FULFILLMENT

2 Chronicles  21:18-19  And after all this the LORD smote him in his bowels with an incurable disease.  And it came to pass, that in process of time, after the end of two years, his bowels fell out by reason of his sickness: so he died of sore diseases. And his people made no burning for him, like the burning of his fathers.
AMAZIAH TO DIE BECAUSE OF IDOLATRY

PROPHECY

2 Chronicles 25:16  And it came to pass, as he talked with him, that the king said unto him, Art thou made of the king's counsel? forbear; why shouldest thou be smitten? Then the prophet forbare, and said, I know that God hath determined to destroy thee, because thou hast done this, and hast not hearkened unto my counsel.
FULFILLMENT

2 Chronicles 25:20-27  But Amaziah would not hear; for it came of God, that he might deliver them into the hand of their enemies, because they sought after the gods of Edom. So Joash the king of Israel went up; and they saw one another in the face, both he and Amaziah king of Judah, at Bethshemesh, which belongeth to Judah. And Judah was put to the worse before Israel, and they fled every man to his tent. And Joash the king of Israel took Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, at Bethshemesh, and brought him to Jerusalem, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim to the corner gate, four hundred cubits. And he took all the gold and the silver, and all the vessels that were found in the house of God with Obededom, and the treasures of the king's house, the hostages also, and returned to Samaria. And Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah lived after the death of Joash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel fifteen years. Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, first and last, behold, are they not written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel? Now after the time that Amaziah did turn away from following the LORD they made a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem; and he fled to Lachish: but they sent to Lachish after him, and slew him there.
SENNACHERIB TO BE ASSASSINATED IN HIS OWN COUNTRY

PROPHECY

Isaiah 37:6,7  And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say unto your master, Thus saith the LORD, Be not afraid of the words that thou hast heard, wherewith the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me. Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.

FULFILLMENT

Isaiah 37:37-38  So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword; and they escaped into the land of Armenia: and Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead.

SENNACHERIB’S ATTEMPT TO TAKE JERUSALEM NOT SUCCESFUL

PROPHECY

Isaiah 37:33-35 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shields, nor cast a bank against it. By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD. For I will defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake.
FULFILLMENT

Isaiah 37: 36-37  Then the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.
HEZEKIAH TO BE HEALED OF A TERMINAL DISEASE

PROPHECY

Isaiah 38:5  Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years.
FULFILLMENT

Isaiah 38:9  The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick, and was recovered of his sickness:

CYRUS TO ALLOW THE JEWS TO GO BACK TO JERUSALEM

PROPHECY

Isaiah 44:28  [712 BC]  That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.

FULFILLMENT

Ezra 1:1-2  [536BC]  Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.

ZEDEKIAH TO BE CAPTURED BY NEBUCHADNEZZAR

PROPHECY

Jeremiah 21:7  And afterward, saith the LORD, I will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, and his servants, and the people, and such as are left in this city from the pestilence, from the sword, and from the famine, into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of those that seek their life: and he shall smite them with the edge of the sword; he shall not spare them, neither have pity, nor have mercy.

FULFILLMENT

Jeremiah 52:8-11  But the army of the Chaldeans pursued after the king, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho; and all his army was scattered from him. Then they took the king, and carried him up unto the king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath; where he gave judgment upon him. And the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes: he slew also all the princes of Judah in Riblah. Then he put out the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon bound him in chains, and carried him to Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of his death.
JEHOHAZ TO DIE IN CAPTIVITY IN EGYPT

PROPHECY

Jeremiah 22:10-12  Weep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan him: but weep sore for him that goeth away: for he shall return no more, nor see his native country. For thus saith the LORD touching Shallum the son of Josiah king of Judah, which reigned instead of Josiah his father, which went forth out of this place; He shall not return thither any more: But he shall die in the place whither they have led him captive, and shall see this land no more.

FULFILLMENT

2 Kings 23:33-34  And Pharaohnechoh put him in bands at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he might not reign in Jerusalem; and put the land to a tribute of an hundred talents of silver, and a talent of gold. And Pharaohnechoh made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah his father, and turned his name to Jehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz away: and he came to Egypt, and died there.
JEHOIACHIN TO BE CAPTURESD BY NEBUCHADNEZZAR 

PROPHECY

Jeremiah  22:24-26  As I live, saith the LORD, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet upon my right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence; And I will give thee into the hand of them that seek thy life, and into the hand of them whose face thou fearest, even into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans. And I will cast thee out, and thy mother that bare thee, into another country, where ye were not born; and there shall ye die.
FULFILLMENT

2 Kings 24:15  And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king's mother, and the king's wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the land, those carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon.
HANNANIAH, A FALSE PROPHET TO DIE WITHIN A YEAR

PROPHECY

Jeremiah  28:15-16  Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; The LORD hath not sent thee; but thou makest this people to trust in a lie. Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will cast thee from off the face of the earth: this year thou shalt die, because thou hast taught rebellion against the LORD.

FULFILLMENT

Jeremiah  28:17  So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh month.
NEBUCHADNEZZAR TO INVADE EGYPT

PROPHECY

Jeremiah 43:9-13  Take great stones in thine hand, and hide them in the clay in the brickkiln, which is at the entry of Pharaoh's house in Tahpanhes, in the sight of the men of Judah; And say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will send and take Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will set his throne upon these stones that I have hid; and he shall spread his royal pavilion over them. And when he cometh, he shall smite the land of Egypt, and deliver such as are for death to death; and such as are for captivity to captivity; and such as are for the sword to the sword. And I will kindle a fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt; and he shall burn them, and carry them away captives: and he shall array himself with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on his garment; and he shall go forth from thence in peace. He shall break also the images of Bethshemesh, that is in the land of Egypt; and the houses of the gods of the Egyptians shall he burn with fire.

FULFILLMENT

History confirms that this invasion took place .

BELSHAZZER TO HAVE HIS KINGDOM REMOVED

PROPHECY

Daniel 5:24-28  Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written. And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.
FULFILLMENT

Daniel 5:30  In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain.
ALEXANDER THE GREAT TO ESTABLISH A WORLD EMPIRE

PROPHECY

Daniel 8:5-8  And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn between his eyes. And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power. And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand. Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven.
FULFILLMENT

The fulfilment of this is seen in history

ALEXANDER THE GREAT TO DEFEAT THE PERSIANS

PROPHECY

Daniel 8:5-8  And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn between his eyes. And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power. And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand. Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven.
FULFILLMENT

The fulfilment of this is seen in history

ALEXANDER THE GREAT TO DIE AT THE HEIGHT OF HIS POWER

PROPHECY

Daniel 8:8 Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven.
FULFILLMENT

Daniel 11:3-4   And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule with great dominion, and do according to his will. And when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be divided toward the four winds of heaven; and not to his posterity, nor according to his dominion which he ruled: for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others beside those.

ZACHARIAS TO BE MUTE UNTIL THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

PROPHECY

Luke 1:20   And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.

FULFILLMENT

Luke 1:57-64  Now Elisabeth's full time came that she should be delivered; and she brought forth a son. And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the Lord had shewed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her. And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they called him Zacharias, after the name of his father. And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John. And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred that is called by this name. And they made signs to his father, how he would have him called. And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they marvelled all. And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God.
JOHN THE BAPTIST TO BE THE HERALD OF THE LORD

PROPHECY

Luke 1:76-77  And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins,

FULFILLMENT

Luke 3:2-6   Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins; As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

PETER WOULD DENY JESUS CHRIST

PROPHECY

John 13:38  Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice.
FULFILLMENT

John 18:24-27  Now Annas had sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest. And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said therefore unto him, Art not thou also one of his disciples? He denied it, and said, I am not. One of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the garden with him? Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock crew.
PETER WOULD DIE A MARTYR

PROPHECY

John 21:18-19  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdest thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.
FULFILLMENT

The fulfilment of this is seen in history
JUDAS TO GIVE HIMSELF OVER TO SATAN

PROPHECY

John 6:70  Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?
FULFILLMENT

John 13:27  And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly.
JUDAS TO BETRAY JESUS

PROPHECY

John 13:21  When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.
FULFILLMENT

John 18:2-5  And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples. Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye? They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them.
PAUL WOULD SUFFER MUCH FOR THE LORD 

PROPHECY

Acts 9:16  For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.
FULFILLMENT

2 Corinthians 11:23-28  Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.
FULFILLMENT

2 Corinthians 12:7-10  And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.
FULFILLMENT

Philippians 1:29-30  For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake; Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in

 me.

PAUL WOULD BE A MINISTER TO THE GENTILES

PROPHECY

Acts 9:15  But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:
FULFILLMENT

Romans 11:13  For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office:
FULFILLMENT

Ephesians 3:1  For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,
PAUL WOULD PREACH BEFORE KINGS

PROPHECY

Acts 9:15  But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:
FULFILLMENT

Acts Chapters 24-26

PAUL WOULD GO TO ROME

PROPHECY

Acts 23:11  And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome.
FULFILLMENT

Acts 28:16  And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard: but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him.

PART 3  - FUTURE - UNFULFILLED PROPHECY

INTRODUCTION 

In the first two sections of this book we have seen over 180 fulfilled prophecies showing the prediction of each and its literal fullment. This represents 70% of all the prophecies reviewed.

Of these half of them refer to the Lord Jesus Christ clearly showing Him as the Messiah, the Saviour and the only way to God  - John 14:6.

The credibility of a prophet is based on the demonstrated performance of prophecies stated coming true. Here we have seen the Bible has been proved to be 100% accurate and correct. 

Others believe that they have been fulfilled or do not expect a literal fulfilment of these Biblical prophecies. The interpretation of the Book of the Revelation indicates the variety of views.

INTERPRETATION ALTERNATIVES FOR BOOK OF THE REVELATION
There are a number of interpretations 

PRETERIST INTERPRETATION

The prophecies of Revelation are viewed as having been fulfilled in the early history of the Church and are all past.

Therefore an outline would be:

[i] 
Chapters.  5-11 tell of the church's victory over Judaism.

[ii] 
Chapters. 12-19 tell of her victory over pagan Rome.  '

[iii] 
Chapters. 20-22 tell of the happy bliss and glory of the church.

There is no indication that the early church interpreted this book in this manner. This view of the Book of the Revelation came from a Spanish Jesuit of Antwerp named Alcasar in the beginnings of the seventeenth century to counteract the teachings of the Reformers which included the concept that the Pope was the Antichrist.

THE IDEALIST, POETIC, SPIRITUALIST OR ALLEGORICAL INTERPRETATION

This interpretation considers the book a pictorial unfolding of great principles without reference to actual events. Such people regard the book only as a form of spiritual encouragement and assurance of the ultimate triumph of Christianity.

Augustine regarded Revelation as presenting in a symbolic way the total conflict between Christianity and evil or the City of God versus the City of Satan. This point of view originated in the Alexandrian School of Theology represented in Clement of Alexandria and Origen. To them the book was one big allegory. The holders of this view do not believe that the 1,000 years mentioned in Revelation 20 should be read literally and are therefore Amillennial in outlook.

THE HISTORICIST INTERPRETATION

This view understands the book as portraying a panorama of the history of the church from the days of John to the end time or the second advent. Though it had earlier disciples, Joachim of Fiore [1135-1202], a Roman Catholic scholar, is largely responsible for this as was also the originator of the first forms of post-millennialism.  

This method of interpretation achieved popularity during the Reformation because of its identification of the pope and the papacy as the beasts of chapter 13. Wycliffe, Luther, Joseph Mede were adherents of this view.

One problem with this view is that no two scholars can agree in the identification of the personnel pictured in Revelation nor of the historical interpretation of the events. The very multiplicity of historical interpretations is its own refutation. If this is the correct method of interpretation, then it is clear that no one has found the key.

THE FUTURIST OR LITERAL INTERPRETATION

This views most of the book, Revelation chapters 4-22 as prophecy yet to be fulfilled. This was the view held by the early church until spiritual decline corrupted her doctrine.

Under this interpretation, the events of chapters 4-19 relate to the period just preceding the second coming of Christ.  

This is generally regarded as a period of seven years with emphasis on the last three and a half years, known as the “Great Tribulation”.

Chapter 19 refers to the second coming of Christ onto the earth, chapter 20 to the future millennial kingdom, where Christ will rule in His kingdom on the earth, which will follow, and chapters 21 and 22 to events either contemporary or subsequent to the millennium.

In contrast to other methods of interpretation, the futuristic position allows the most literal interpretation of the specific prophecies.  

Though recognising the frequent symbolism in various prophecies, the events foreshadowed by these symbols and their interpretation are regarded as being fulfilled in a normal way, eg. chapter 13 is considered a prophecy of the future world empire with its political and religious heads represented by the two beasts.

SUMMARY

Generally speaking proponents of the first three views are Postmillennial or Amillennial, while futurists are Premillennial.

Postmillennialists believe that the spread of the gospel will lead to a golden age of peace on earth followed by the return of Christ. Amillennialists believe that the Christian's present heavenly position in Christ is the true "millennium", not an earthly kingdom.

In contrast Premillennialists believe that the six appearances of "a thousand years" in Revelation 20: 2-7 are to be taken literally as the duration of the earthly kingdom that Christ will establish between the second advent and the creation of the new universe. It is of interest that a number of early Jewish traditions divided history into seven one thousand year periods of which the last would be an age of peace.

Advocates of all four interpretive approaches to Book of the Revelation agree that it was written to assure the recipients of the ultimate triumph of Christ over all who rise up against Him and His saints.  The readers were facing dark times of persecution and even worse times would follow. 

Therefore they needed to be encouraged to persevere by standing firm in Christ in view of God's plan for the righteous and the wicked. This plan is especially clear in the stirring words of the book’s epilogue (Revelation 22:6-21).

The book was also written to challenge complacent Christians to stop compromising with the world. According to futurists, Revelation serves the additional purpose of providing a perspective on end-time events that would have meaning and relevance to the spiritual lives of all succeeding generations of Christians.

The Apocalypse has been given an appropriate place as the last book in the canon of Scripture because it ties the themes of the Bible together.  Just as Genesis is the book of beginnings, Revelation is the book of consummation.

ADOPTED METHOD

Having stated the four methods we at EBCWA adopt the orthodox one, the one that was once and for all given to the saints - Jude 3 - the futurist or literal interpretation.

We now proceed to review some Biblical unfulfilled prophecies with the confidence that these prophecies also we believe will be literally fulfilled in God’s good time. 

SEQUENCE OF MAIN ESCHATALOGICAL EVENTS

The overall sequence of the main events are therefore as follows:-

The Removal of the Church at the Rapture

A time of great trouble called the Tribulation involving a one world Government

The Second Advent of Christ

The Millennial Reign of Christ on Earth

The Last Judgment

Eternity Future

BIBLICAL LAYOUTS

There are a number of outlines that which illustrate or confirm the outline of certain elements of the above sequence of events.

DANIEL'S 70 WEEKS 

The study of this prophecy shows that there is a seven year period which was promised by God to the Jews before the setting up of the Kingdom that still has to be completed in the future. This seven year period is called the Tribulation, a time of unmitigated problems on the earth. [see Revelation chapters 6-18]

1. Scripture:- Daniel 9:24-27

"Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity and to bring in everlasting righteousness and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. " (Daniel 9:24)

2. What is a week?  In the ancient world both Greek and Latin philosophers knew the week, as the week of years. In this system one week equals 7 years. Thus seventy weeks equal 70 x 7 years = 490 years.

3. What Type of Year?  The year used in scripture of Daniel's time was the Jewish year which Abraham had preserved from his Chaldean home. Abraham's year was the lunar year and consisted of 360 days. The period stated then is 70 x 7 x 360 days giving a total of 176 400 days.

4. Who are Involved?  'Thy people, thy holy city' refer to the Jews and Jerusalem or Judea. We therefore have a period of 490 years involving the Jews and Jerusalem.

5. When Does this Period End?

a) In the second half of verse 24 the end of the period is given by six separate events:

i) to finish the transgression - the start of the Millennium at the 2nd advent.

ii) make an end to sins - perfect environment starts at the 2nd advent and continues for a thousand years. (Romans 8:19-21)

iii) make reconciliation - since AD 70 the Jews have been dispersed amongst the nations, they will continue to be dispersed until Jesus Christ calls them back to their land at the 2nd advent.

iv) bring in everlasting righteousness - the millennium starts a period of everlasting righteousness with the reign of Christ, this everlasting righteousness continues into the eternal future. This period starts at the 2nd advent.

v) to seal up the vision and prophecy - the 2nd advent fulfills the Abrahamic, Palestinian and Davidic covenant and this prophecy.

vi) to anoint the most Holy - at the 2nd advent Jesus is anointed King of Israel.

b)  The terminal point in all six statements can therefore be said to be the 2nd advent of the Lord Jesus Christ or the midnight hour of (Matthew 25:6). We thus have a period from (Daniel 9:24) of 490 Jewish years each having 360 days terminating at the 2nd Advent.

c) In the next three verses the period of 70 weeks is carefully divided into three sections.

d) "Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks (49 years) and three score and two weeks (434 years):the streets shall be built again, and the wall even in troubled times. " (Daniel 9:25)

e) We have therefore three periods into which the 70 weeks is split - 7 weeks + 62 weeks leaving a balance of 1 week. Expressed in years we have 49 years + 434 years + 7 years.

6. What is the Starting Point?

a) There were three edicts issued by Persian princes dating after the time of Daniel and relating to the Jews returning to their homeland, they were:-

i) The edict of Cyrus in 538 BC to rebuild the house of the Lord (Temple) (Ezra 1).

ii) The edict of Darius in 520 BC to rebuild the temple which is found in (Ezra 6) Darius' edict was to confirm Cyrus' previous order, the temple works having been stopped after the death of Cyrus.

iii) The edict of Artaxerxes Longimanus to rebuild Jerusalem in 445 BC (Nehemiah 2)

b) Inspection of Daniel 9:25 shows that the critical commandment which starts the 70 weeks clock ticking was the order to rebuild Jerusalem not the temple. The correct order was the edict of Artaxerxes in 445 BC The practice of Persian Kings was to issue such orders on their New Years day, the 1st of the month of Nisan. Using the services of the Astronomer Royal in London, Sir Robert Anderson, was able to determine that the 1st Nisan of 445 BC occurred on 14th March 445 BC. We therefore have the following date:-

c) 14th March 445 BC -- 490 years -- 2nd Advent

d) It also states that Jerusalem will be rebuilt with its walls completed after 49 years (7 weeks) in difficult circumstances. There is considerable biblical evidence that Jerusalem was rebuilt under very difficult circumstances.

e) "And after three score and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for Himself. " (Daniel 9:26a)

7. Who is the Messiah? - Jesus Christ!

In Luke's gospel on entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, just prior to his crucifixion, the crowd welcomed Jesus Christ as the promised Messiah (Luke 19:38) this being the only time when he was so called by the mass of the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

8. When was He cut off?

According to (Luke 3:1 ) Jesus Christ was baptised in the 15th year of Tiberius Caesar. As his ministry was three years in length, the entry into Jerusalem occurred in the 18th year of Tiberius. Searches of literature including, 'The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire' by Gibbon, has shown that Tiberius became Caesar in 14 AD Entrance into Jerusalem was therefore on Palm Sunday 32 AD Again by computation the date of Palm Sunday 32 AD was 10th Nisan or 6th April AD 32, the crucifixion occurring on 9th April AD 32.

9. If this is correct, we should find correlation between the 483 Jewish years to the cutting off of the Messiah and the time between 14th March 445 BC and 6th April AD 32. The time between these two dates is 476 years and 24 days. Total number of days are therefore as follows:-

476 years x 365 days =
 173,740

14/3 to 6/4 = 
24

Leap years = 
116

TOTAL = 
 173,880 days.

Jewish time:  483 x 360 = 
173,880 days

a) Our scale now shows:-

b) 14th March 445 BC -- 483 years -- 6th April 32 AD

10. The following questions now arise:

a) Has the second advent of Jesus Christ occurred? - No.

b) Is it longer than 7 years since Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem? - Yes.

c) Therefore there must be a gap between the 69th week and the 70th week.

11 The Sequence -  445 BC -- 483 years -- 32 AD -- GAP -- 7 years -- 2nd Advent

This gap has been filled in God's view of history by the church age. 

The 70th week which is 7 years in length therefore starts at the end of the church age. These 7 years of the 70th week are the worst 7 years in the history of man - the tribulation.

11. CONCLUSION The course of this 70th week is denoted in (Daniel 9:26b, 27).

a) "and the people of the prince (the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire) that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary, and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and until the end of the war, desolations are determined.

b) And he (the dictator) shall confirm the covenant (mutual defence pact) with the many (the Jews) for one week (7 years) and in the midst of the week (31/2 years) be shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations be shall make it desolate, (this refers to the erection of a statue in the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem, see Revelation 13:11-15). even until the consummation (the 2nd advent) and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate (the dictator will be judged and cast into hell, see Revelation 19:20)."

c) We thus have Daniel's 70 weeks divided as shown:-

d) 445 BC -- 483 years -- 32 AD -- CHURCH -- RAPTURE -- TRIBULATION [7 years] -- 2nd Advent

BOOK OF THE REVELATION

The structure of the Book of the Revelation indicates the Pre Tribulation, Pre Millennial view of Eschatology.

The Structure is as follows

Chapter 1:- The Lord Jesus Christ

Chapters 2-3 - The Church on Earth

Chapters 4-5  - The Church in Heaven

Chapters 6-18 - The Tribulation including:-

The Seal Judgments - Chapter 6

Evangelism in the Tribulation - Chapter 7

The Trumpet Judgments - Chapters 8-9

God's two witnesses - Chapter 11

Satanic Attack on Israel - Chapter 12

Antichrist and the False Prophet Chapter 13

The Bowl judgments - Chapter 16

Political Globalisation - Chapter 17

Financial Globalisation - Chapter 18

Chapter 19 - The Second Coming of Christ

Chapter 20 - The 1000 year reign of Christ

Chapters 21-22 - Eternity Future

JEWISH WEDDING

The structure is also found in the customs of a Jewish Wedding at the time of Christ.

At the time of Christ the wedding would be arranged by the father of the groom. In this analogy the relationship between Christ and mankind will be examined.

1. Prior to the first visit of the prospective groom to the bride, the father made arrangements for their relationship. (Hebrews 2:13)

Analogy - God the Father - the Planner made arrangements for mankind in eternity past.

2. The prospective groom would then meet the bride and fellowship with her.

Analogy - Christ came to earth at the first advent and spent time with man.

3. Prior to leaving the bride's house the bridegroom would pay the whole dowry or payment for the bride. (Hebrews 9:23-28)

Analogy - Christ's death on the cross paid the debt of all mankind in full.

4. The bridegroom would return to his father's house and build a future house for the newly married couple to live in. (John 14:1-3)

Analogy - Christ ascended to his father's house to prepare a place for his bride.

5. At the Father's request the Son would go to the Bride's home to pick the bride up.

Analogy - Christ's return to earth for his church at the Rapture.

6. The bride as she left her home was married to the groom. (1 Corinthians 15:51-58)

Analogy - As the body of Christ rises to meet Christ in the air the body becomes the bride.

7. The bride has been preparing her wedding garments waiting for the bridegroom. The bridegroom adorns his bride for the wedding supper. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

Analogy - Whilst waiting for the return of Christ, the body produces gold, silver and precious stones. The final dressing of the body is done by Christ at the Judgment seat of Christ.

8. The bride and groom hold a wedding feast which in rich families could last a month.

Analogy - The wedding feast of Christ will last 1,000 years - The Millennium on earth.

9. Friends of the bridegroom would attend the wedding feast.

Analogy - Old Testament Saints in resurrection bodies will be in the rejoicing of the Millennium.

10. Friends of the bride waited outside the wedding hall, with lamps alight waiting for the bridal couple before they entered the wedding feast. (Matthew 25:1-13)

Analogy - Tribulation Saints who survive the great tribulation will enter into the Millennium in their physical bodies to replenish the earth. Unbelievers will be cast off the earth as they are not invited to the marriage supper of the lamb.

11. The passage of scriptures from the first advent of Christ to the end of the Millennium is clearly seen in its analogy to the Jewish Wedding Ceremony.

TYPE - FEEDING OF THE FIVE THOUSAND AND THE STORM AT SEA

The final illustration is taken from the feeding of the multitude followed by the storm on the Sea of Galilee

1. The feeding of the five thousand and the subsequent walking on the water can be analogised to the span of human history from the ministry of Jesus Christ on earth to the Millennial reign of Christ (Matt 14:13-33).

2. The healing of the sick and the feeding of the five thousand relates to the ministry of Jesus Christ on earth during his first advent in the Age of the Jews (v 15-21 ).

3. The baskets of bread with which the disciples set off in the boat - the canon of scripture (v 20),

4. The setting off in the boat - the church age believers without Jesus Christ in a physical form on earth (v 22).

5. The water represents the Gentile nations which make up the church (v 22).

6. Jesus going up into the mountains to pray by himself shows the ascension and session of Christ at the right hand of God during the Church Age where he makes intercession for us.

7. The boat hit by a tremendous storm (v 24) portrays the time of the tribulation just prior to the return of Christ, a time of great testing.

8. The Lord appearing at the height of the storm (v 27) indicates the return of Jesus Christ at the Second Advent.

9. As the Lord enters the boat the storm ceases (v 32), representing the perfect environment of the Millennium with the Lord back on earth.

10. The worship of Jesus Christ shows the worship of Christ in the Millennium (v 33) when the knowledge of the Lord will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.

TYPE:  FEASTS OF ISRAEL

1. In the Jewish calendar seven feasts were ordained by God for the Jews to follow and to be a sign to all believers.

2. In order the feasts were:-

a) Passover

b) Unleavened Bread

c) First Fruits

d) Pentecost

e) Trumpets

f) Atonement

g) Tabernacles

3. THE PASSOVER (Deuteronomy 16:1-8, Leviticus 23:5) 

Historically

a) This feast originated on the night when the angel of the Lord passed over the land of Egypt immediately prior to the children of Israel leaving their bondage under Moses.

b) A male lamb without blemish was killed on the 14th Nisan having been brought into the house 4 days before, great care being taken that not a bone in its body was broken. (Exodus 12:1-6)

c) The lamb was roasted, eaten with bitter herbs and any portion left was burnt. (Exodus 12:7-10)

d) In the original Passover the blood of the Lamb was daubed on the doorposts and lintels, any such house being spared from the last plague against Egypt. (Exodus 12:21-28) All plagues were against the gods of Egypt.

e) The Passover was on the anniversary of the promise to Abraham. (Exodus 12:41)

Fulfilment

a) The sacrificial lamb represents the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 5:7)

b) Christ died on the 14th Nisan on the cross having entered Jerusalem, the Holy city 4 days before on the 10th Nisan.

c) When the Roman soldiers broke the legs of the thieves they found Jesus dead so no bone in His body was broken. (John 19:32, 33)

d) The roasting of the lamb represents judgment, the bitter herbs representing sins or failures.

e) The eating of the lamb represents faith in the work of Christ i.e. eating and drinking at the communion table.)

f) By faith in Christ we are protected from the final judgment of God. (Romans 8:1)

Currently

a) Each time we celebrate the Lord's supper we are looking back to the cross and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

b) This could also represent salvation to the believer.

4. UNLEAVENED BREAD (Leviticus 23:6-8)

a) This feast lasted for seven days starting on the 15th Nisan and portrays the provision and fellowship with God.

b) The bread was unleavened due to the need to leave Egypt with utmost haste. In addition the wine was without leaven or alcohol - the wine being boiled during this feast. This has been found in Chaldean army instructions when it was feared that the Jews could revolt during the time of unleavened bread if they were served with alcoholic Chaldean beer.

c) As God can have nothing to do with sin God's provision is without leaven as leaven represents evil in the scriptures.

d) There are various forms of leaven in the Bible:-

i) Leaven of the Sadducees - human viewpoint. (Matthew 16:6)

ii) Leaven of the Pharisees - ritualism (Mark 8:15)

iii) Leaven of Herod - worldliness (Mark 8:15)

iv) Leaven of the Corinthians -wantonness(l Corinthians 5:6, 7)

v) Leaven of the Galatians - legalism (Galatians 5:9)

e) Bread made without leaven shows the perfection of Christ. (Leviticus 2:11)

f) This could represent the Christian walk for the believer.

g) The unleavened bread was cooked on a griddle which caused the bread to have stripes. It also had holes. By his stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:5) They will look upon him whom they have pierced.(Zechariah 12:10)

5. FIRST FRUITS (Leviticus 23:9-14)

a) This feast always occurred on a Sunday and was celebrated on the 17th Nisan.

b) This feast portrayed the resurrection of Christ and occurred half-way through the feast of Unleavened Bread.

c) Christ is said to be the first fruits of them that sleep. (1 Corinthians 15:20)

d) Christ rose 3 days after his death on the Passover.

e) The Jews crossed the Red Sea 3 days after leaving bondage.

f) The ark rested on Ararat on this very day after the flood. (Genesis 8:4)

g) This could represent the resurrection body for the believer.

6. PENTECOST (Leviticus 23:15-21)

a) Pente - fifty - this occurred always on a Sunday 50 days or a week of weeks after the first fruits, generally in May or June. (Leviticus 23:15)

b) It represents the dispersion of the Jews which occurred historically in AD 70 and there followed a long gap to the next feast representing the long time the Jews would be out of the land.

c) Pentecost in the year of the crucifixion was the day on which the Church age started with the baptism of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem. (Acts 2:1-4).

d) At Pentecost, 3,000 were born again; at the giving of the law, 3,000 were killed.

7. TRUMPETS (Leviticus 23:23, 24)

a) This occurred in September, the blowing of the trumpets representing the coming of the king. It is the Jewish New Year Day.

b) This represents the return of the Lord Jesus Christ for his Church at the Rapture. The Jews recognise this as the day on which God would again have a relationship with the Jews.

8. ATONEMENT (Leviticus 23:26-32)

a) This occurred ten days after the feast of trumpets. It represents the fact that believing Jews only enter into the Millennium.

b) From evaluation of (Daniel 12:11 & 12) and parallel passages it is apparent that there is a period of judgment at the second advent of some 45 days. This is a period of the wheat and tares, the sheep and the goats. The unbelievers are baptised with fire. (Matthew 3:11,12.) The believers enter the Millennium.

c) This was the only day of the year that the high priest was able to enter the Holy of Holies bringing a bowl of blood, once for himself and once for the nation. (Hebrews 9:6-7). His entry represents the sacrifice of Christ.

d) Christ's sacrifice is the fulfilment of this ritual. Christ only had to make one offering, as he was sinless, for the sins of the world. (Hebrews 9:11-14) On the feast of Atonement red wool, the Atonement Lot, was tied to the temple pillar. After the blood was spilt the lot turned white until the time of the cross. Afterwards it stayed red. This sign showed Christ's once and for all sacrifice.

9. TABERNACLES (Leviticus 23:33-36)

This occurred five days after the feast of Atonement and lasted a week. It represents the Millennial reign of Christ and the perfect provision and environment provided. (Deuteronomy 16:13-15, Romans 8:19-22)

10. It is of interest that the two feasts that speak of God's perfect provision - Unleavened Bread and Tabernacles - were a week duration whilst the others were for a day, speaking of a point in time occurrence such as the crucifixion, resurrection or rapture of the Church.

11. SUMMARY

a) PASSOVER fulfilled at The Crucifixion on Passover AD 32

b) UNLEAVENED BREAD fulfilled at Burial of Christ on Unleavened Bread AD 32

c) FIRST-FRUITS fulfilled at Resurrection of Christ on First-Fruits AD 32

d) PENTECOST fulfilled at End of Jewish Age on Pentecost AD 32

e) TRUMPETS to be fulfilled at Rapture of Church

f) ATONEMENT to be fulfilled at Second Advent of Christ

g) TABERNACLES to be fulfilled at Millennial reign of Christ

12. As Paul had seen the literal fulfilment of the first four feasts in some 8 weeks in AD 32 it is hardly surprising that he would expect to be in the "rapture generation" (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 2 Thessalonians 2:1)

PRE TRIBULATION VERSUS MID TRIBULATION

There is a variant in the pre Tribulation format which deals with the position of the Rapture with some saying that the Rapture occurs 3.5 years instead of at least 7 years before the Second Advent of Christ.

This is based on Revelation 11:12 "And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them." The "come up hither" phrase deals with the ascension of the Two Witnesses not the Church.

From Daniel 9 it is clear that the covenant or treaty with Israel is for a period of seven years. The contract is between the Antichrist and Israel. As will be seen later it is clear from Scripture that the Antichrist is not known until after the removal of the Church. In Revelation 11 we see him fully revealed and killing the two witnesses. Thus the 7 year Tribulation period is considered the right interpretation in the  events from Here to Eternity.

DEFINITIONS

Three periods need to be defined in chronological sequence: -

RAPTURE – The instant in time when the Lord Jesus Christ returns in the air for His Church

TRIBULATION – A period of 7 years of great trouble and testing on the earth

MILLENNIUM – A period of 1000 years of the reign of Christ on this earth to fulfil the Davidic and Palestinian covenants with Israel

GAPS EITHER SIDE OF THE TRIBULATION

[A] 
RAPTURE - TRIBULATION

It should be noted that there is an indeterminate time lapse between the Rapture and the Tribulation as the technical start of the Tribulation is the signing of the seven year covenant between the Antichrist and the Leader of Israel. Daniel 9:24-27 

However 2 Thessalonians 2 6-8 clearly states that the Restrainer [The Holy Spirit] will be taken out of the way before the Antichrist is revealed. 

All believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit as stated in John 14:16,17. 

We believers will therefore not know the identity of the Antichrist as when the Holy Spirit goes at the Rapture we will go as well. There is therefore a gap between the technical start of the seven year period and the Rapture of the Church.

[B]
TRIBULATION  - MILLENNIUM

There is a gap between the Tribulation and Millennium which appears to be 75 days according to Daniel 12:11-12. This has relevance in the determining of the position of the northern invasion of Israel [see event 4 in the list of pre tribulational events noted below]

EVENTS PRIOR TO THE TRIBULATION

As outlined above Revelation chapters 2 and 3 have dealt with the Church on earth, Revelation 4 and 5 will show the church in heaven, while Revelation 6-18 portrays the Tribulation period. It is now appropriate to examine the sequence of 

events which will occur around the time of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ for his church.

PRE TRIBULATIONAL EVENTS

There are a number of events prophesied to take place prior to the Tribulation. The first three have already been fulfilled.

They are

1.
World Wars

2.
The Rebirth of Israel

3.
Jewish control of Jerusalem

4.
Northern Invasion of Israel

5.
One World Government

6.
The World Divided into Ten Regions

7.
The Rise of the Antichrist

8.
Period of Peace ands False Security

9. The Seven Year Covenant

10. The Return of Elijah

11.
The Third Temple

12.
Blackouts

It should be noted that the sequence of events 10-12 are not necessarily stated chronologically.

These twelve events are divided into three - Events that have already happened, Events that we may see and Events that we will not see.

FULFILLED EVENTS OF THE COMING TRIBULATION

EVENT 1.   WORLD WARS – Matthew 24:1-8

In verses 7-8 Christ revealed the single event that will indicate the end of the age has begun “ Nation shall rise up against nation and kingdom against kingdom" coupled with famines and earthquakes. This is said to be the beginning of travail or birth pangs. 

This idiom taken in the Jewish context means world war or a total conflict of the area in view. The idiom is found in two O T passages Isaiah 19:1-4 which speaks of conflict all over the land of Egypt and 2 Chronicles 15:1-7 which speaks of conflict over all the Middle East. In the Olivet Discourse the whole world is in view hence World War

There has been a great increase in earthquakes. It has been stated that between 63 and 1896 there were only 26 recorded earthquakes. There have been a huge number of deadly earthquakes since then In addition famines have increased especially since the mid 1970’s

EVENT 2.   THE RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF ISRAEL

This happens in two stages, the return in unbelief in preparation for judgment which occurs in the form of the Tribulation, which is followed by a world wide regathering in faith in preparation for blessing in the Millennium The fact that the unbelief stage is followed by the believing stage and the return to the land is given in Ezekiel 37: It is noted that those returning are from all the tribes of Israel and not just the two in captivity in Babylon with Assyria having taken the 10 tribes into captivity some 150 years before Ezekiel’s ministry.

Passages regarding Judgment – Ezekiel 20:33-38, 22:17-22

Passages regarding blessing – Ezekiel 36:22-24, Isaiah 11:11-12

The judgement is the Tribulation Zephaniah 1:14-18, 2:1-2 with the Day of Jehovah or Day of the Lord referring to the Tribulation 

It is of note that the Tribulation starts with the signing of a covenant between the World Dictator and the Leader of Israel that shows that there must be a nation Israel in place for that to occur.

EVENT 3.   JERUSALEM UNDER JEWISH CONTROL

This is required for the building of the third temple. There are 4 passages showing the relation between the Temple and the Tribulation. They are:-Daniel 9:27, Matthew 24:15, 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, Revelation 11:1-2

FUTURE EVENTS OF THE COMING TRIBULATION WHICH WE MAY SEE

The following events we may or may not see.

EVENT 4.   THE NORTHERN INVSION OF ISRAEL  - Ezekiel 38:1-39:16
Details of the Invasion

Who are Involved – 38:1-6 – Gog – Czar or Ruler

Magog, Rosh, Meshech and Tubal are all tribes that in ancient times occupied modern Russia. Rosh is the basis of the word Russia whilst Meshech is preserved in the City of Moscow and Tubal in the City of Tobolsk in the Urals in Siberia.

The position of these invaders is given in verse 6 – from the uttermost parts of the north. It is of note that Jerusalem has a longitude of 35.14 E whilst that of Moscow is37.35 E. This is repeated in Ezekiel 38:15 and 39:2.

The northern confederation is joined in verses 5-6 by Persia or Iran, Cush or Ethiopia, Put or Somalia, Gomer and Togarmah or Armenia.

Where does it occur?:- 38:7-9  - In the mountains of Israel. There are many troops

Why does it occur? 

From a human viewpoint  - to take spoil Some nations protest against this – [ Sheba and Dedan] which are in Arabia and Tarshish which is either Spain or Britain and the nations they founded –  38:10-13

From God’s viewpoint  - that He be sanctified before the nations - 38:14-16

What and how? – 38:17-23
The army will be destroyed by God through earthquakes [v19-20], civil war in the army [v21], pestilence, flood , hailstones fire and brimstone [v22]. God is therefore glorified in the nations as He eliminates the army by Himself.

The location of this defeat is given in 39:2,4 – on the mountains of Israel

In 39:7 it shows that the north itself will be devastated by God’s judgment.

Revival in Israel – 39:7-8

The Big Cleanup – Ezekiel 39:9-16

Removal of the weapons of war will take 7 years and burying of the dead 7 months.

The crucial question is when chronologically this will take place
From the above passage we see that at the time of invasion Israel is a state again, the waste places are inhabited, Israel is dwelling in unwalled villages and is dwelling securely. All these factors occur now in Israel.

Timing of the Invasion

There are five different positions held as to when this occurs. 

A.
The most probable is before the Tribulation which allows for the clean up of seven years and seven months burial.

B.
In the Tribulation – the Jews would likely try and use the weapons rather than destroy them. They would have trouble enough without trying to have 7 months of burial parties 


C
Associated with the battle of Armageddon – this is at the end of the Tribulation period. The battle of Armageddon involves all nations of the world and not just the northern group. 


D
Between the Tribulation and Millennium – however this is a 75 day period as shown above and would also involve the cleanup taking place in the Millennium which is incompatible with the character of that age


E
At the end of the Millennium – this again involves armies from the whole world and is incompatible with the fact that soon after the Lord destroys the armies besieging Jerusalem eternity future comes into being with a new heaven and new earth.

EVENT 5.   THE ONE WORLD GOVERNMENT

In Daniel 7:23-24 we see the fourth beast devouring the whole world to form a One World Government. Out of this will eventually come the Antichrist. We see many trends towards one world systems nowadays in 2001

EVENT 6.   THE TEN KINGDOMS
Daniel 7:24a says” And out of the kingdom shall ten kings arise” This shows that from the one world government 10 regions covering the world will be formed. It is of interest that the Club of Rome divided the world into ten regions in the early 1970’s

FUTURE EVENTS WE WILL NOT SEE
EVENT 7.   THE RISE OF ANTICHRIST

Daniel 7:24b says ‘and another shall arise after them and he shall be diverse from the former and shall put down three kings”

This is the Antichrist rising to power. His identity and status must be known prior to the Tribulation as the start of the Tribulation is the signing of the covenant with the Jews for the seven year period. We will not know his identity as outlined above

EVENT 8.   PERIOD OF PEACE AND SECURITY
This is placed just before the Tribulation. It is mentioned in 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 and says that the Tribulation will come suddenly when people are saying peace and safety.

EVENT 9.   SEVEN YEAR COVENANT 
The signing of this covenant between the Antichrist and the Jews will start the Tribulation period. 

OTHER PRE TRIBULATION EVENTS WHICH WE MAY OR MAY NOT SEE
EVENT 10.   BUILDING OF THE THIRD TEMPLE

There are 4 passages showing the relation between the Temple and the Tribulation. They are:-Daniel 9:27, Matthew 24:15, 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, Revelation 11:1-2

That a third Temple will be operating in the Tribulation is clear. Whether it will be built before the Tribulation or during the first few months of the Tribulation is not clear, It is clear however that the Jews are ready to build this Temple. In addition they have already trained priests from the tribes of Levi to function once the Temple is a reality.

EVENT 11.   THE RETURN OF ELIJAH

The last two verses in the Old Testament – Malachi 4:5-6 tells of the return of Elijah before the Tribulation. He will have a ministry of strengthening the Jewish family

EVENT 12.   BLACKOUT
In Joel 3:21 we are told that “the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon into blood before the great and terrible day of Jehovah cometh” This darkness is total. We may see this day

It is clear from the above that as a generation we are seeing the fulfillment of a number of these events and the distinct possibility of the other events occurring. 

THE GOSPELS AND PROPHECIES OF THE FUTURE

I believe that, with the exception of John chapters 14-17, the Gospels deal with the age of the Jews. Thus when they refer to the end of the world or age, it means the end of the Jewish age, which terminates at the end of the second advent of Christ, and not to the end of the Church age at the Rapture.

It should also be noted that in Matthew 16:18 the Church is clearly still future.  The Church age in fact did not commence until Pentecost some seven weeks after the resurrection of Christ.

As the Rapture is a Church age mystery (1 Corinthians 15:51) not previously revealed to the world, it is only in John 14-17 that prophecy concerning the Rapture occurs in the Gospels.

Such passages as the wheat and the tares in Matthew 13:24-30 and two people in a field, one of whom is taken, in Luke 17:33-36 therefore deal with the Second Advent.  

The tares and the one who is taken represent the unbeliever who is cast off the earth at the Second Advent; whilst the wheat and those who remain are believers who remain for the Millennium.  

A similar picture is given in Matthew 3:12 where the wheat is in the barn for the Millennium and the chaff is cast outside to be burnt at the judgment of the Second Advent, the baptism of fire.

PROPHECIES REGARDING THE RAPTURE 

PROPHECY

John 14:2,3 (32 AD): In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
This can be seen in contrast to the Lord Jesus Christ coming to reign on the earth. Here He returns to take believers to be with Him in heaven, His Father's house.

This passage, taken literally, indicates that the believer is going to go to heaven at the time of Christ's coming for him.

PROPHECY

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (54 AD): But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18  Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
Here Paul tells of a time when believers, both alive and dead, would rise to be with the Lord in the air. He states that we should not be like the unbeliever who has no hope, but know that Jesus Christ will bring the souls of believers who have died, with Him.  

They will, like us who live, receive resurrection bodies and we will meet the Lord Jesus Christ in the air and will be with the Lord forever.

This passage also  indicates that the  rapture  is  imminent,  and  the  words  bring  comfort to the believer.

PROPHECY

1 Corinthians l5:51-58 (59AD): Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54  So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57  But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
This passage complements 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, explaining how the believer, whether dead or alive, receives an eternal incorruptible body.

In this great chapter on the resurrection, the rapture is seen as a major exception of death having to precede resurrection.

That our body is to be like Christ's resurrection body is seen in Philippians 3:21, Who shall change our vile body, that k might be fashioned like unto his glorious body. It will be an eternal body. In addition, in our resurrection body we will never sin again 1 John 3:2.
PROPHECY

Revelation 3:10 (96 AD): Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.
Speaking to the church at Philadelphia, John reports that Jesus Christ was to keep this church from the time of testing or Tribulation. The Greek word used means to keep completely out of the time of testing, indicating that the church is removed prior to the start of the tribulation. These words should also be of great comfort to believers.

PROPHECIES REGARDING THE TRIBULATION 

PROPHECY

Deuteronomy 4:29,30 (1500 BC): But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul. 30  When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to the LORD thy God, and shalt be obedient unto his voice;
1 . This shows the close relationship between Israel and the Lord during the period of the tribulation which shall come in the last days.

2. It predicts that in the tribulation some will turn to the Lord and listen to His voice. Some of these will be the 144,000 Jews of Revelation 7.
3. The spiritual awakening of Israel is in preparation of its central place in the millennium, when Jesus Christ rules over Israel in the land promised to Abraham.

PROPHECY

 Jeremiah 30:7-10 (606 BC): Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble, but he shall be saved out of it. 8  For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve themselves of him: 9  But they shall serve the LORD their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up unto them. 10  Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the LORD; neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid.

1 . The time of the tribulation will be without precedent as far as trouble is concerned.  There will, however, still be a Jewish nation saved out of it (verse 7).

2. The Lord will break the yoke of foreign domination and free the Jewish remnant (verse 8).

3. They will then serve the Lord Jesus Christ who, as king, will rule over them as David's greater son (verse 9).

4. The Jews consequently will have a period of great peace and tranquility in the millennium under the rulership of the Lord Jesus Christ (verse 10).

PROPHECY

Daniel 12:8-13 (534 BC): And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things? 9  And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. 10  Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand. 11  And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 12  Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days. 13  But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.
1 . Daniel asks the Lord what the end will be (verse 8).

2. Many will be saved in the tribulation period but great wickedness will also abound (verse 10).

3. The abomination of desolation, the image of the beast, will be set up in the rebuilt temple, causing the restored animal sacrifices to cease.  There shall be a period of 1290 days (verse 11).

4. There is an extra period of 45 days at the end of this period, which would appear to portray the commencement of the Millennium.  

It may well be that the Lord during this time separates the sheep from the goats.

5. It is of interest that Daniel will receive his resurrection body at this time (verse 13) and not at the time of the resurrection of the Church - the Rapture.  

From this we learn that the order of resurrection is: Christ the first fruits (32 AD); the Church age saints at the Rapture; Old Testament saints as portrayed by Daniel at the second advent; and Millennial saints at the end of the Millennium.

PROPHECY

Zechariah 14:1-4 (487 BC): Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 2  For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3  Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. 4  And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.

1. This passage, which terminates with the physical Second Advent of Jesus Christ on the mount of Olives, shows the final attack on Jerusalem (cf.  Acts 1:11,12).

2. lt also shows that at a point of great distress the Lord will go and fight against the nations.  He always promises never to leave us or forsake us.

PROPHECY

Matthew 24:15-22 (32 AD): When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 16  Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 17  Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: 18  Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. 19  And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 20  But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22  And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.
1. Here again the erection of the abomination of desolation mentioned in Daniel 12:11 is cited as the sign to flee from Jerusalem (verses 15-20).  Those that flee will be believers of the first half of the Tribulation-, those of the second half stay and fight.

2. This is the start of the Great Tribulation: a time of unparalleled catastrophe which, unless the times were shortened, the destruction would be so great that all life would be eliminated from the earth.

PROPHECY
2 Thessalonians 2:3-10 (54 AD)- Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 5  Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 6  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 7  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 8  And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 9  Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10  And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.
1. As a result of a forged letter the Thessalonian believers had become convinced that they were in the Tribulation.

2. Paul states there will be an apostacy and the beast will be revealed (verse 3).  This is the dictator of a Revived Roman Empire, who will eventually rule the world.

3. The dictator calls himself God, and sets himself up in the Temple as God, so that all may worship him (Revelation 13:12-15).  Worship of the beast however, is nothing less than Satan worship.

4. The beast would not be revealed, however, until the restrainer, the Holy Spirit is removed.  As the restrainer indwells all believers forever, the removal of the Holy Spirit means that all believers are removed.  Thus the beast will not be revealed before the rapture of the Church. Speculation as to who the beast might be by Church age believers is therefore fruitless.

5. The characteristics of the future world dictator are then outlined (verses8-10). It shows that this person, indwelt by Satan, will be destroyed by the Lord at His Second Advent. The greatest picture of the Tribulation is, however, found in Revelation 6-19 inclusive.

PROPHECIES REGARDING THE SECOND ADVENT OF JESUS CHRIST 

PROPHECY

Zechariah 14:4-9 (487 BC): And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. 5  And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. 6  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: 7  But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light. 8  And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. 9  And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one.
1 . We see the Lord Jesus Christ physically return to earth just as he left it at the ascension on the Mount of Olives.  This occurs at the culmination of the tribulation (Acts 1:10,11).
2. The Mount of Olives will split, allowing for waters to go out both east and west from Jerusalem, from the Mediterranean to the Dead Sea, allowing those beseiged to flee into the newly formed valley  (I Corinthians 10:13).

3. American geologists have reported that a vertical fault exists in the Mount of Olives, which would facilitate such a movement Whilst God does not require such factors, the existence of such a fault bears witness to this verse.

4. This event immediately precedes the setting up of the universal reign of the Lord Jesus Christ over all the earth: the millennium.

5. The weather conditions will also be unusual on the day of the second advent, but by evening it will be light It is of interest that on two occasions darkness of a supernatural form was noted in the Bible.  The first was during the last three hours on the cross; the second when Christ returns to earth.

PROPHECY

Revelation 1:7 (96 AD): 'Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wall because of him.  Even so, Amen.

1. It should be noted that with the writing of the last book of the Bible, the second advent of the Lord Jesus Christ was still future.  An historical Millennium or tribulation has therefore not occurred to date.

2. The Lord's return causes terror for the nations, who now realise that judgment has come. The attitude of mankind to this event should be noted in contrast to the reaction of the Rapture of the Church, where Paul states, Wherefore comfort one another with these words (I Thessalonians 4:18).
3. The fact that every eye shall see Him is of interest The earth will be in darkness, which the Lord the light of the world, will penetrate in His glory at the second advent

PROPHECY

Mark 9:1-7 (32AD): And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some  of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power. 2  And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. 3  And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white them. 4  And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus. 5  And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be  here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 6  For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid. 7  And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him.
1 . In the case of the second advent, we not only have prophecy but also a practical demonstration of Christ's return at the Mount of Transfiguration.

2.On the Mount the Lord is seen in His resurrection body (verse 3).

3.Moses in his resurrection body represents all the saints who have died.

4.Elijah in his resurrection body represents all the saints who have been translated (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).
5. Elijah and Moses are the two heralds of the second advent, just as John the Baptist was the herald of the first advent

6. Peter, James and John in their natural bodies depict the regenerate of Israel entering the millennial kingdom to repopulate the earth.

7.The multitude at the base of the mountain represent Gentile believers who also enter the millennial kingdom (Isaiah 11:10).
8. Here, therefore, we have the complete representation of the second advent with those in their physical bodies who, as believers, survive the tribulation: entering the millennium to repopulate the earth.

HOW CLOSE ARE WE TO THE SECOND COMING OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST?

In the next sections examination is made of prophecies relating to the Tribulation, together with current events to portray that prevailing conditions indicate the return of the Lord for his church is imminent

We will notice that a number of the prophecies regarding this time could only be literally fulfilled with the technology of the last few years.

As with the prophecies of the first advent of Christ dealt with in Part 1 of this book the time appears ripe for the coming of our Lord.

For instance some technological advances were a pre requisite for the literal fulfilment of some of the prophecies. Sir Robert Anderson at the end of the 19th century said that he could not understand how some prophecies could be literally fulfilled but believed that they would be. We are now in a position with modern technology and Israel being back in the land where the fulfilment of those prophecies is now possible. Some of them are as follows:  

1. It has only been since the advent of global television using satellites that there has been the ability of the whole world to see the dead bodies of the two witnesses in Jerusalem as portrayed in Revelation 11:7-12 “And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. And after three days and an half the spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.

2. It is only in recent years that a largely cashless society based on computers and the marking of individuals with electronic devices has been possible as shown in Revelation 13:16-18  And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.

3. It is necessary for the Jews to be back in the land and in control of Jerusalem so that a Temple can be built. This has only occurred since the Six Day war of 1967. The would allow an image of the world dictator to be erected in the Temple for worship as indicated in Revelation 13:14-15  ‘And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.

4. In order to run a global empire it is necessary for their to be instantaneous communication ability in a global setting as the last government structure is a global one unlike previous empires:  Daniel describing the final empire says that it is different from its predecessors in that it is global in nature Daniel 7:23 “Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces.

It is however wrong to try and date the Rapture or the Second Coming of Christ but seeing the alignment of so many prophecies in the pages below I believe we should live each day of our lives as if they were the last for us to work for our Lord.

SECTION N - ONE-WORLD SIGNS

The first group of the prophecies examined relate to one-world  signs.  There  are  four  categories:

(a)
One-World Government

(b)
One-World Religion

(c)
One-World Finance

(d)
Conditioning and Control.

ONE-WORLD GOVERNMENT
PROPHECY

Daniel 7:23  [550 BC] “Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces.

Revelation 13:7,16-18  (96 AD): And it was given unto him (the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire)  to make war with the saints, and to conquer them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations (the whole world). 16 And he (the dictator) caused all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their fight hand, or in their foreheads: 17 And that no man may buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast (the dictator), or the number of his name. 18 Here is wisdom.  Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is six hundred threescore and six (666).

1 .WORLD DICTATOR
The picture we have in Revelation 13:7, 16-18, is drawn from the tribulation period.  The true church has gone to be with the Lord (Revelation chapters 2 and 3; cf. chapters 4 and 5), thus allowing the Beast or world dictator to be revealed (2 Thessalonians 2:7).
2.ECONOMIC CONTROL
The dictator achieves such control that he is able to have authority over the whole world, controlling people economically as well as politically.

3. THE ORIGINAL WORLD DICTATOR - NIMROD
The first world dictator recorded in the Bible occurred in Genesis 10 and 11, when after the Flood, Nimrod became the ruler.  During his reign mankind, who had emerged from the Ark, attempted to build a tower to heaven (Genesis 11:4).  God, however, judged this attempt at internationalism and scattered mankind, dividing them by languages.

4. THE START OF MODERN ONE-WORLDISM - THE ILLUMINATI
In modern times the Illuminati founded by Professor Adam Weishaupt on May 1st 1776 was the first major attempt at international control.  The aims of the Illuminati can be summarised in the following six points:

(a)
Abolition of monarchy and all ordered government

(b)
Abolition of private property.

(c)
Abolition of inheritance.

(d)
Abolition of patriotism.

(e)
Abolition of the family.

(f]
Abolition of religion and its replacement with reason.

5. THE FRENCH REVOLUTION
The Illuminati played a major role in the French Revolution of 1789-94, using the "Jacobin Club" as their vehicle.  They called for a new world order and universal republic.

6. COMMUNISM
In 1847 a new Illuminati society called the Communist League was formed.  This group commissioned Karl Marx to write the Communist Manifesto in 1848.  The Communists adopted the six points of the Illuminate doctrine.

7. ROUND TABLE
In 1891 Cecil Rhodes, who through his will founded the Rhodes Scholarship scheme, devoted his fortune to promoting his lifelong dream of a new world order and a world government. He established a society known as the Round Table Group.  International bankers such as Lord Rothschild were involved in the society from the beginning.

8. RIIA and CFR
During the 20th century groups such as the Royal Institute of International Affairs and the Council of Foreign Relations have been formed, with many of the leaders in the United States and the United Kingdom being members of these societies.

9. CLUB OF ROME
A group of a hundred men from at least 25 nations came together to form this group.  Their leader, the late Dr Peccei, stated that " The only possible way to make these decisions is to take a global approach.  A New International Order will have to be established not just in the economic sphere, but in social and political areas".  The Club of Rome divided the world into ten sections:

(a)
North America.

(b)
Western Europe.

(c)
Japan.

(d)
Israel, South Africa and Australasia.

(e)
Eastern Europe, including Russia.

[f] 
Latin America.

(g)
North Africa and the Middle East.

(h)
Main Africa.

(i)
South and South-East Asia.

[j]
Central Asia, including China.

The Club's solutions to global problems were:

(a)
A global approach to the problem.

(b)
Investment aid rather than commodity aid, except food.

(c)
Balanced economic development in all regions.

(d)
Effective population policies.

(e)
Worldwide diversification of industry.

10. PARLIAMENTARIANS FOR WORLD ORDER
This is a group of 550 legislators in 18 countries working in national parliaments and at the United Nations to help build a more just and secure international world system.  The PWO's objectives are :

(a)
To promote the cause of world institutions and enforceable world law.

(b)
The peoples of the world to become a single community through parliamentary action.

(c)
Within the framework of the United Nations to form an international parliamentary system for supra nationalism at the world level: similar to the European Parliament

(d)
To use simultaneous legislation in 20 or so countries, backing proposals on disarmament and support of the United Nations to stimulate internationalism.

The first steps of the PWO group occurred during 1980 when they endorsed the United Nations report by Willi Brandt entitled "North-South, a Programme for Survival".  This paper called for wide-ranging reforms of the international system. After that the PWO concentrated on disarmament and strengthening the United Nations to try and eliminate war.  

In a forum they held in 1981 there were a number of interesting papers :

(a)
Security, who opposes disarmament?

(b)
Development, who opposes the new international economic order?

(c)
United Nations reform, is a world police force workable?

(d)
Law of the Sea, a case history in world law.

(e)
Parliamentary action, a dialogue on world order policies.

[f] 
The politics of human survival.

11. UNITED NATIONS
(a)
The United Nations has a constitution which parallels that of the old Soviet Union.

(b)
It comprises many world-wide groups, including the World Health Organisation (WHO), the World Court, the World Bank, the World Food Bank, UNESCO, UNCTAD and UNCAFE.

(c)
It was founded at the Dumbarton Oaks conference from the 21st August to the 28th September 1944, with five founding members comprising the United States, United Kingdom, Russia, China and France.

(d)
Whilst ostensibly a peace keeping organisation the United Nations was accused of atrocities in the Belgian Congo.

(e)
In reality the United Nations is a monolithic bureaucracy with tentacles reaching into every area of human activity, to bring the whole world under centralised control.

[f] 
In 1970 U Thant the Secretary General of the UN, addressed the 14th World Congress of the World Association of World Federalists in Ottawa Canada, and said, "A world under law is realistic and obtainable.  The ultimate crisis before the UN is the crisis of authority".  He envisaged an executive with substantially greater powers than those now exercised by the Secretary General of the UN; a judiciary system modeled after the World Court; decisions enforced by a World Police Force under the command of the world executive.

(g)
The United Nations continues to create and maintain an increasing number of international agencies to look into every type of problem, with a view to providing a solution which will mean making the nations more and more dependent upon the international framework.

12. GLOBAL GOVERNANCE

In 1995 the United Nations commission on Global Governance published a report entitled, Our Global Neighbourhood. The report made a number of recommendations for changes to the United Nations including 

[a]
A system of global taxation which will free the UN from being reliant on members dues to function.

[b] 
A standing UN army based on funds provided by the global taxation

[c] 
An International Criminal Court which was accomplished in Rome in July 1998 having international jurisdiction

[d]
Expanded authority for the Secretary General which will convert him to a global Prime Minister 

[e]
An Economic Security Council which will manage international finances Regulation of global trade through the World Trade Organisation and GATT

[f] 
UN authority over global commons such as oceans and all sovereign areas which affect oceans

[g] 
An end to veto power of permanent Security Council members

[h] 
A new parliamentary body of civil society  representatives

13. THE MILLENNIUM ASSEMBLY

In 2000 saw a forum of the U N Millennium Assembly whose purpose is to create a global parliament. The new parliament will begin as an advisory body but the ultimate goal is to convert it into a global law making body. Some of the proposals were

[a]
Establishing some kind of consultative assembly to which parliaments all over the world would appoint representatives

[b]
An assembly  directly elected by the peoples of the world

[c]
Direct democracy by way of the internet so that any world citizen could vote on any items they could so choose at any time. This would be an electronic form of the only true democracy that of 5th century BC Athens

A follow up conference took place in September 2005 to monitor progress.

14.  OTHER TRENDS TOWARDS ONE WORLD GOVERNMENT

The recognition by the United States of China was seen as a major step towards a new international order.

The UNCTAD meeting in Manila [1979] was attended by nearly all countries in order to internationalise trade in minerals and primary products.

The announcement by President Bush and Prime Minister Bob Hawke of Australia at the commencement of the Gulf War that this was the start of a New World Order

The fall of Communism during the 1990's

The attack on Serbia by a coalition of nations under the Nato umbrella to oust President Milosovic and his subsequent trial before the World Court in the Hague

The constant promotion of the global village concept by all shades of political groups.

The increasing consolidation of Europe into a unified economic and political block.

The trends of multiculturism to dilute national unity in the Western democracies

The increasing globalisation of monetary activity and consolidation of manufacturing, mining, food production and other major activities on a national basis by multinational companies.

CONCLUSION 

The issues driving the “need” for the global government are often genuine or over emphasised such as environment, war, children’s issues, weapons of mass destruction, genocide, justice and equity. The solution to these problems however sometimes becomes worse than the problem. Eventually the global solution will come into existence with the rider of the white horse in Revelation 6:1,2 [96 AD] “And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see. And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.

The rider is the World Dictator, his bow is unstringed. He comes in by subtlety and conquers with a dramatic solution to the world’s problems. From the above we can see that wittingly or unwittingly the world is being moulded into a form of globalisation to a far greater extent than in any previous eras.

ONE-WORLD RELIGION

PROPHECY

1 Timothy 4:1 (65 AD): 'Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.

Spiritual unity in Christianity is of great importance. In fact Jesus prayed for unity among Christians in the bonds of peace. However, mankind in general is looking towards the amalgamation of the world's religions into a one-world religion transcending the boundaries of Christianity itself.

1. DEVELOPMENT OF THE CHURCH

(a)
With the spread of the early church in the ancient world, five bishops emerged as leaders. The bishops were those of Rome, Constantinople, Antioch, Alexandria and Jerusalem.  Eventually Rome and Constantinople dominated the Church.  In 1054 a complete rupture occurred between the East and the West, which remained for over 900 years.

(b)
In the 5th Century the Roman bishop assumed different powers, becoming a religious and political leader, claiming sovereignty over all other people as the vicar of God.

(c)
The Roman Catholic Church dominated Europe for a thousand years until the Reformation, which eventually led to a large number of denominations and other Christian groups.  As a result there were great waves of evangelism.

2. THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

(a)
In 1948 the World Council of Churches was formed in Amsterdam, with the original intention of drawing together those who believed in Jesus Christ.  The first meeting was attended by delegates from 147 denominations from 44 countries.

(b)
In 1961 at the Council's Third General Assembly in New Delhi, the Soviet-approved Russian, Rumanian, Bulgarian and Polish Orthodox Churches were admitted into membership, allowing communists to participate on policy committees.

(c)
At the WCC convention in Geneva in 1966, part of the programme read, "Rationalisation of distribution ... under the auspices of the United Nations ... elimination of the adverse effect of price fluctuations and terms of trade ... the establishment of world commodity marketing boards ... an international division of labour ... a system of international taxation".

(d)
In 1968 the WCC meeting in Uppsala in Sweden stated that:


(i) 
The day of independent nationalism is gone and a new world order is required.


(ii)
Nationalism must give way to regionalism which in turn would defer to globalism.


(iii)
The United Nations must be strengthened and it is imperative that every country, especially China, be full members.


(iv)
Peace is a multilateral world concern. The world should have a common goal of making life better for everyone.


(v)
Acceptance of the one-world view makes world war redundant.


(vi)
Every nation is called on to give full effect to the declaration of human rights.  If all men are equal then no-one should be more equal than others.


(vii)
The assembly recognised that this could lead to revolution and agreed that this was in fact what the world needed.


(viii)
It required a world market a supra government in regions to form a global approach.

(e) 
The World Conference on "Salvation Today" in Bangkok run by the WCC in 1973 was opened by a Buddhist princess, Poon Pismai Diskul, President of the World Fellowship of Buddhists. A Buddhist was also made secretary to the committee for aid for South-East Asia for the WCC.

The emphasis in the 1980s for the WCC has been "synthesis", the extraction of common ideologies of all religions and making them the basis of dialogue, cooperation and unity. In line with this trend the Temple of Understanding in Washington DC was dedicated to bringing about universal brotherhood within the framework of man's six main religions: Islam, Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Confucianism and Judaism.

3. ANGLICAN / CATHOLIC UNION
A joint international commission of the two churches met in the 1970s to investigate the Malta agreement of 1968, which proposed that the two churches should come together in stages.  In 1977 the Commission established a consensus that the Pope should be the head of a future union. In April of that year the Anglican primate, Dr Coggan, met with the Pope. They pledged to work for an early union.

4. ANGLICAN / UNITING CHURCH UNION
In July 1982 the Uniting Church approved plans to seek unity with the Anglican Church. They agreed to begin negotiations to allow priests from either group to be able to perform the sacraments in both denominations.

5. WORLD BROTHERHOOD GROUP
Mrs Alice Bailey, the American Theosophist, said that the aim was to have a world religion by 2025, with the majority of the world's population working towards that end.

The World Brotherhood group was founded in UNESCO House in Paris in 1950, and evolved from the National Conference of Christians and Jews which had been serving the cause of brotherhood in Canada and the United States since 1928.  It is a new-world faith replacing all world religions, especially Christianity.  It has been campaigned for by the Bahai's, the Unitarian Church, Divine Light Society, Subud, and others.

The basis of the movement is the universal brotherhood of man.  The Bible tells us, however, that there is no such thing: man either has God or Satan as their Father (John 8:42-47).  The two groups are clearly portrayed in John 3:36.
6. MAITREYA
On April 25th 1982 an advertisement was placed in many of the leading newspapers throughout the world stating that "the Christ" had returned.  The Christ was also referred to as the fifth Buddha, the Imam Mahdi and Krishna.

It should be noted that the Maitreya was due to appear in June of 1982, when he was to speak inwardly and telepathically to all men.  Technology exists to be able to do this via satellite.  On the day of invocation severe sunspots interfered drastically with communications, showing that God, not the Maitreya, is in charge of history. It should be noted also that if Maitreya is the Antichrist, 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12 states that he will not be revealed until the Holy Spirit, and with Him the Church, are taken out of this world.

7. NEW AGE MOVEMENT
Historically the New Age movement claims its origin from Atlantis. The White Lodge (the New Agers) had to leave whilst the Black Lodge (Noah and his sons) remained. The White Lodge, however, returned to the plain of Shinar from where they spread out across the world.

They also talk of Armageddon and claim that the New Agers will win. The ascended masters, the leaders of the world, will rule during the New Age.  It is therefore postulated that the Antichrist will be one of this group.

Many false books are used in this movement, including the Keys of Enoch, the Aquarian Gospel of Jesus the Christ, My Truth, the Lord Himself, the Secret Doctrine.

Over 1 0,000 New Age groups have been identified, ranging from Amnesty International to Zero Population Growth.  Whilst not necessarily wishing to convert people, they are placing their own followers into key positions with the aim of thereby achieving control.

One of the main aims of the movement is to root out anyone who worships the God of the Bible, Christians and Jews.

The New Age movement is also behind armament reduction campaigns. Their plan also includes a bank holiday when they assume power to allow for redistribution of wealth globally. They also state that world population must be reduced by 2 billion by the turn of the century. With holograms and the like, technology exists for the projection of images to show such phenomena as flames coming down from heaven. These are classified as signs and lying wonders (2 Thessalonians 2:9; Revelation 13:13).
8 CONTINUING TRENDS TOWARDS ONE WORLD RELIGION

The Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Churches ended a 900-year split in 1979.

Ayatolla Khomeni stated that all religious groups should combine as this was the only way towards world peace.

The Pope preached religious tolerance towards Islam in Morocco in 1985.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Robert Runcie, called for unity and understanding between people of all religions in this international year of peace.  "Just like Jesus", he said, "Gandhi cleansed the people by working for the uplifting of untouchables".

In 1986 a group of world religious leaders, including Jewish rabbis, Muslims, Sikhs, Jains, Zoroastrians, Buddhists, Animists, Anglicans, Catholics and Orthodox Christians, met for prayer for world peace in Assisi, Italy.  Coinciding with the Assisi prayer meeting a similar one was planned in Australia with those taking part including Catholic, Anglican, Uniting Churches, Muslims, Bahai's, Jews, Hindus and Buddhists.

In January 1989 Melbourne hosted the fifth assembly of the World Conference on Religion and Peace.  The 600 delegates represented 15 different religions and were under the chairmanship of the Archbishop of Melbourne.

The rise of apostascy in the west causing the Christian message to be liberalised Centre Magazine, which promotes a New World Order, stated there is only one group standing in the way: God-fearing, Bible-believing Christians.

Increasingly multicultural societies in the west which with their anti vilification laws causes true Christianity to be at odds with civil law

As well as the World Parliament of Religions and the United Religions there are many efforts to promote  a “spiritual unity and understanding” A two day conference in 2003 saw leaders of 18 religions agreeing to meet regularly under the banner “Congress of World Traditional Religions”. Delegates spoke on how to address differences between religions, the issue of terrorism and the need for more dialogue. One delegate expressed the hope that the group would become a United Nations of Religion.

The Chief Rabbi of Israel  invited all present to come to Jerusalem which he called by its Palestinian name of Al Quds and that there needed to be greater understanding between faiths.

The rise of militant Islam in the last 15 years or so has also challenged many. It is also noted that about 300,000 Christians are martyred each year for their faith.

CONCLUSION

From the above brief overview a strong trend towards a world wide religion incorporating the worlds religion is clearly seen. The Bible believing Christians holding to the Truths of the Scriptures are the ones under God preventing the full flourishing of this concept. With the removal of the Church at the Rapture all restraint will be lifted and a world religion will come into being to be the initial tool for the political dominion of the world. Revelation chapters 17, 18

ONE-WORLD FINANCE

PROPHECY
1 Timothy 6:10a (65 AD): For the love of money is the root of all evil.
In the past century, rather than competing with one another, major banks have decided to cooperate with each other.  There is an eventual master of banking who will end up as world dictator.

1. THE ROTHSCHILDS
This great banking dynasty was founded by a German Jew from Frankfurt, Meyer Rothschild (1743-1812), who, having studied to be a rabbi, later turned to finance.  He had five sons who headed up banks in England, Austria, Italy, France and Germany.  By 1850 they had accumulated more wealth than all the royal families in Europe and Britain combined.

2. RHODES and MILNER
Cecil Rhodes, founder of the Round Table group, with the help of the Rothschilds, succeeded in establishing a virtual monopoly over all the diamonds as well as much of the gold from South Africa. Lord Rothschild was listed as one of the inner members of the Round Table and was made one of the trustees of one of Rhodes' wills devoted to establish a new world order and a world government

Lord Milner, a close associate of Rhodes, and an extremely wealthy man, became the prime mover behind the Round Table after Rhodes' death. Milner was also a director of a number of banks and became one of the greatest financial powers in the world.

3. ROCKEFELLERS
Gaining his initial wealth through oil, John D. Rockefeller went into banking and bought the Chase National Bank, which later merged to become the Chase Manhattan Bank. Other Rockefeller banks include America's second largest bank, the First National City Bank, and its sixth, the Chemical Bank. The Rockefeller families have reportedly been working with the Rothschilds since the 1880s. By the time the Round Table in the United Kingdom had been established by Milner and the Rothschilds, the Rockefellers, Warburgs and Morgans had established the American Round Table.

4. FEDERAL RESERVE
It was Paul Warburg who was most responsible for the creation of the American Federal Reserve System, which is the central bank in the United States. Contrary to popular belief, this bank is in private hands and is not a government agency. Throughout the 19th Century the international bankers had established or gained control of central banks in most European nations, including England, France and Germany.  Even when banks were nationalised as happened to the Bank of England in 1946, the control remained the same.

Revelation 13:16-18 (96 AD): And he causeth all, both great and small, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads. 17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 18 Here is wisdom.  Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man, and his number is six hundred, threescore and six.
1 . WORLD CONTROL
In this passage a dictator is seen controlling the population of the world financially. With his mark in one of its three forms this dictator will economically enslave the whole world, with only those who accept the world economic order of that time being able to trade.

2. REFUSAL OF THE MARK
Those who refuse the mark (which will only occur in the tribulation) will have to rely on supernatural means for survival.  Many will be martyred (Revelation 6:9-1 1).
3. ACCEPTANCE OF THE MARK
Those who accept, however, will receive eternal condemnation (Revelation 14:9-12). The effect of receiving the mark will therefore be clearly known to all, as God is not willing that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9).
4. THE DICTATOR
This world dictator, however, will not be revealed prior to the rapture of the church (2 Thessalonians 2:3-12).
5.  POWER OF MONEY CONTROL The power of money as a control is shown in the following quotes:

(a)
Reginald McKenna (1924): "I am afraid that the ordinary citizens would not like to be told that the banks can and do create money. They who control the credit of a nation direct the policy of the government and hold in the hollow of their hands the destiny of the people".

(b)
President J. Garfield (1881): "He who controls the money of a nation, controls the nation".

(c)
Congressman C. Lindburg (1920): "Financial panics are scientifically created".

(d)
Meyer Rothschild: "Give me control of a nation's economy and I care not who writes the laws".

(e)
Karl Marx: "Money plays the largest part in determining the course of history".

6. EVIDENCE OF WORLD-WIDE NETWORKS
With today's technology, for the first time in the history of man, the opportunity exists for control of world finance by a single person or group.  We have many indications of international finance:

(a) SWIFT.  Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunications. This European system at the beginning of the 1980s had three centres coordinating the transfer of funds internationally. They were in Belgium, Holland, and in the United States at Culpepper in Virginia.  The European centres catered for the European community whilst the American centre serviced North and South America and the Far East.  SWIFT carried international finance customer transfers, bank transfers, foreign exchange, statements, collections and documentary credits.  It served in three ways


(i)
Specialised network functions.


(ii)
Provided services.


(iii)
 Issued reports.

Swift was created in 1973 and by 1977 the first live network had been created with 239 banks in Europe and North America.  By 1980 there were three million transactions per month among 750 banks from 26 countries.

(b) EFTPOS.  Electronic Funds Transfer at Point of Sale. This system, which has become prevalent, is an extension of the scanning system used in supermarkets whereby automatic transfer of funds from the buyer's bank to the vendor's bank takes place.

(c) APNAS.  The Australian Product Numbering System.  Australia linked up with the international European Article Numbering System in 1978. Membership of this group by the early 1980s was over 400. The system is based on a number of vertical bars of varying widths which are detected by the scanner.

(d) Amalgamation of Financial Institutions.  During the 1980s more and more financial institu​tions such as banks and building societies amalgamated. There is significant networking of financial services with automatic tellers now compatible with a wide range of plastic cards. Many of the smaller banks in the United States historically have had little competition but with networking, competition will intensify with the result that takeovers or failure of many local banks can be expected in that country.

(e) Credit/Debit Cards.  These are a major feature of the last decade. The majority of Australians now have at least one credit card.  When first issued, bankcard numbers commenced with the number 4, which coincided with the number of the grouping which Australia had been allocated by the Club of Rome. On a number of credit cards it was noted there were 18 digits (6.6.6), the first five digits being the international number for the society.

[f] Numbering of Populations.  Some countries have already numbered their population. Countries such as Sweden have a well developed numbering system, whilst Australia with its enhanced tax file number, which has significant financial implications, are coming into line.

(g) Laser Tattoos.  Technology now exists to mark individuals invisibly with laser tattoos to enable a cashless society to come into being.  Because, with the loss of a credit card, the holder is responsible for any transactions until it is reported to the bank as stolen, the invisible tattoo could be seen as a significant step forward in security.

(h) Documents Requiring Marks.  It has been reported pre released hospital admission forms and tax rebate cheques in the United States indicate that the applicant or recipient must have a mark on his hand or forehead.

7. INTERNATIONAL DEBT
(a) Since the OPEC oil price hike in the first half of the l970s, with the resultant investment of oil money in banks, and the banks' loaning to those funds to Third World countries, the debt of those countries has escalated to an impossible position.  The money the banks invested drained their share-holders' reserves down to a minimum.

(b) With the drop of oil prices in the 1980s and the over-exposure of the banks, combined with an inability of many countries to repay even the interest on accumulated debts, the potential of the destruction of the existing monetary system has become a reality.

(c) This is further complicated by the fact that oil producers, particularly the Arabs, have invested heavily in the stock markets and property in developed countries such as the United States. Should the monies invested with banks not be available, large-scale withdrawals from the market-place could also destabilise the monetary system.

CONTINUING TRENDS TOWARDS ONE WORLD FINANCE

Professor R. Cooper of Harvard in 1984 suggests a radical scheme involving the creation of a common currency for all industrialised democracies with a common monetary policy - a one-world financial system.

"The Age" (Australia) said, "If all the information held on a person in the various computer banks were brought together it would produce a womb-to-tomb insight of immeasurable use to some people".

By the end of 1985 America was to be the world's greatest debtor nation.

Australia in 1985 introduced the world's first national EFT-POS (Electronic Funds Transfer at Point of Sale).  Britain is planning a nation-wide system.

Greece in 1987 issued identity cards having a 666 prefix to its citizens.

A plan for "a new international order" was described by Leonard Silk, a CFR member including

(a)
An international bank;

(b)
An international income tax;

(c)
International economic planning;

(d)
An international investment trust;

In Australia, taxation, social security, customs, and the National Crime Authority have access to private banking accounts without the permission of the customer.

The signing of the three economic blocks proposed by the Trilateral Commission in a six week period in 1993

NAFTA - North American Free Trade involving Canada, US  and Mexico with likely expansion to South America

Maastrict  - The European Block 

APEC - Asia Pacific Economic block

GATT, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, signed within days of the three blocks being set up.

This was superceded by the World Trade Organisation

By the year 2000 the debt situations of many countries were hopeless with many sub Saharan African countries spending more on interest payments for loans than their education and health budget combined. This caused the Jubilee 2000 plan to be proposed where certain countries would be forgiven their debts

E-Commerce as a medium for commercial transactions and discouragement by banks of cash and promotion of electronic banking. However flaws in the electronic banking system includes hackers stealing or obtaining details such as pin numbers or passwords by stealth. The obvious solution to this is to take the details wherever you go in the form of an electronically readable device on one’s body.

The introduction of the Euro as the common currency of Europe. Very early in this century the dollar was higher in value than the Euro but by January 2004 it had reached $US 1:30 to the Euro.

In the case of Australia the deterioration of external debt is shown by the fact that the $26 billion debt in 1983 had escalated to about $450 billion by the year 2006. However this appears minor when compared to the United States Debt of several trillion dollars. 

The IMF warns that within a few years the foreign obligations of thew United States would be 40% of its total economic output which would represent an unprecedented debt for a large industrial country.

The common saying has been “When the US market sneezes, the rest of the world gets a cold”. The question now seems to be “If the US gets pneumonia what happens to the rest of the world?”

Nobel Prize winning economist Robert Mundell who is credited with paving the way to the European single currency has called for a global currency. He says that with the emergence of the euro and the instability of the dollar Europe, the US and Asia should come together and create a new international monetary system for use in large international exchanged, for movements of capital and commercial transactions

CONCLUSION

From the above it can be seen that there is not only a move towards a common currency but also to electronic banking which could logically lead to a centralised global control of the individuals ability to buy or sell.

CONDITIONING AND CONTROL

PROPHECY

 Psalm 2:1,2 (1000 BC): Why do the heathen rage and the people imagine a vain thing. 2 The kings of the earth set themselves and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against his anointed.

1 . If you can control the mind of man by half-truths, lies and propaganda, the belief in the bizarre and unusual will be much easier.

2. There is good scriptural evidence that Satan's emissaries, the fallen angels, concentrate in some numbers in capital cities and seats of power (Daniel 10:13).
3.Techniques for conditioning exist Some examples include:


(a) Backmasking: the provision of a secondary message on records which are perceived subliminally.  Many of these messages when heard are pro-Satan and anti-God.


(b) Subliminal broadcasting: the ability to broadcast at the "brain wave" frequency where a message can be "heard" inwardly and telepathically, a technique which the Maitreya probably would have used if he had been revealed in 1982.


(c) The printed media: the superimposition on photographs of other often suggestive pictures with the result of a significant increase in sales.

4. .In recent years the media has also concentrated in New Age philosophy and its religion. 

5. Another area which may be related is UFOs or flying saucers.  What better way could there be for minimising the effect of the rapture of the Church than by the use of these flying machines to explain away the disappearance of many people.  Three sources of UFOs are possible:

(a)
They are man made.

(b)
They are demonic in origin.

(c)
They are from another planet or galaxy.

I believe sources (a) and (b) are both possible, whilst (c) has no scriptural basis.

6. One Worldism.  This is being promoted heavily, especially in the area of the environment with such items as the "greenhouse effect", the ozone holes over the poles and world heritage becoming prominent.  Environment and the global village concept were the catchcry of the 1990s.

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS
Cartoons appearing in newspapers showing characters with numbers across their foreheads in relation to money or identity checks.

By the mid 1980's over five million American workers are monitored every moment of their working day by the computers they use in their jobs.

Dogs receive marks in the form of chip implants by 1986. By 2004 chips developed by Digital Angel Corp were implanted in more than 30 million pets, livestock and fish world wide 

Major use of surveillance cameras in an attempt to reduce vandalism and crime.

Australia now a signatory to many hundreds of international laws. These promote internationalism over nationalism.

Film graphics so realistic that "news" could be manipulated to confuse the masses.

Control of the media in so small a group of hands as to be able to propogandise news and information. The owners of the media outlets often are transnational companies with a reason to promote globalism as a good thing. 

The promotion of politically correct concepts and protection of various sections of society from criticism.

The promotion of multiculturalism [cf. Daniel 2  - toes of iron and ceramics as the final empire before our Lord's return]

The use of antivilification laws in regards to racial and religious differences with the latter being used to harass bible believing Christians in Victoria

The promotion of the importance of preserving animal life such as whales while condoning and defending the widespread use of abortion.

After the Asian Tsunami of Boxing Day 2004 many bodies, particularly of foreign visitors were implanted with chips and buried for later exhumation and identification by DNA. 

It was stated that if the chip was identified with the individual in life such as the Veri chips identification and grieving by those who had lost loved ones could be hugely more rapid.

Veri chips are also being considered for children and the elderly to assist with their security.

In 2006 the Australian government announced smart card systems for those using child care and those on aged and other pensions provided by the Federal government. The State Government also commenced issuing smart cards for those eligible for the Seniors Card.

Retrieval of property particularly those stolen from building projects was enhanced by goods fitted with GPS responders being able to be followed using satellites. 

The progress of the stolen goods were monitored as they were transported and stored prior to the arrest of the criminals.

SECTION O - POLITICAL SIGNS

What are the political signs necessary for the tribulation to occur?

In essence there must be four spheres of influence; and a significant number of Jews in Israel.

1. The four spheres of influence are designated in the scriptures as the Kings of the North, South, East and West.  In today's terms the King of the North is represented by the Russian block and its allies; the King of the South by a pan Arabic or African group; the King of the East by Communist China and Japan; and the King of the West by Western Europe and North America.

2. A significant number of Jews are in the land during the tribulation period, but not all Jews. For instance, the 144,000 Jewish evangelists from Revelation 7 have a world-wide ministry during these troubled times.

ISRAEL'S RETURN

PROPHECY

Ezekiel 36:24 24 [587 BC] For I will take you from among the heathen, and will gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land.
1. The history of Israel goes back 4OOO years to the time of Abraham. Right from the start there was antagonism between the Jews, the descendants of Isaac, and the Arabs, the descendants of Ishmael.

2. Surviving slavery in Egypt they left for the promised land under Moses in 1500 BC.  The land, and especially Jerusalem, however, was not subdued fully until the time of David about 1000 BC.

3. Division in the nation after Solomon resulted in the northern ten tribes going into dispersion in 712 BC, whilst the south went into slavery in Babylon in 586 BC.

4. Returning to lsrael, the temple and Jerusalem were rebuilt. The Jews regained independence under Judas Maccabees but by the time the Lord Jesus Christ was born the ruler Herod, of Arab descent was a client king of the Romans.  

The Romans eventually destroyed Jerusalem in 70AD, setting fire to the temple and causing the gold articles to melt. In their frenzy to secure the gold the Romans tore down the Temple block by block.

5. The Jews were eventually expelled from the land: the Romans prohibiting any Jew setting foot in Jerusalem.

6. From that time until 1948, the land of Israel passed from conqueror to conqueror. The main rulers being the Arabs, Crusaders, Marmalukes, Turks and after 1917, the British.

7. By l800 the number of Jews in the land had fallen to l0,000. Since then, however, the numbers have increased: with 40,000 in 1900, 750,000 in 1948; and 3 million nowadays.  Whilst the fulfillment of this prophecy will only be totally completed in the Millennium, there is a need for a very significant number of Jews to be in the land during the Tribulation time. 

Since its birth in 1948, the Israelis have fought four wars: those in 1948, 1956, 1967 and 1973. These were against huge odds and they miraculously survived. They will be involved in at least one further battle: the battle of Armageddon.

8. It is of interest that from the capture of Jerusalem by the British in 1917 to the restoration of Jerusalem to the Jews in 1967, was 50 years, or a jubilee.

9. By 2004 the US Bureau of Statistics stated that there were now more Jews living in Israel with 5.4 million than in the United States with 5.2 million thus for the first time in nearly 2000 years Israel has the highest Jewish population in the world.

10. While the withdrawal of the Jews from Gaza took place in 2005 there has been an increase in the population and settlements in the Golan heights area captured from Syria in the 1967 war. 

The Golan heights has important water reserves and supplies Israel with about a third of its water supply from this area.

11. In October 2004 the Sanhedrin was formed for the first time since 70 AD by 71 leaders in Israel. The Sanhedrin is reportedly researching the way of renewing the deepest areas of Israel’s faith by commencing sacrifices which implies the building of the Temple

THE FIG TREE

PROPHECY
Luke 21:29-33 (32 AD): And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the trees; 30  When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves that summer is now nigh at hand. 31  So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 32  Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. 33  Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.

1. The fig tree is a symbol of the nation Israel. The fig tree had long been barren. In fact, Israel had not existed as a country since 70 AD.

2. The fig tree started shooting forth its leaves on 14 May 1948 when modern Israel was founded. Likewise, the growth of the list of nations has exploded since that time with the independence of many former colonies. The number of independent nations has almost quadrupled in the period 1950 to 2000.  This shows the shooting forth of the other trees pictured in this parable. 

3. The Lord Jesus Christ tells us that when we see all these nations come into being, the Kingdom of God, or the Millennium, is very near. Indeed, He states that the generation that sees this happen will be the generation which will see the Kingdom come.  As the Rapture of the Church precedes the Millennium, the present generation appears to be the Rapture generation.

THE REMNANT SEALED

PROPHECY

Revelation 7:4 (96 AD): And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.

1. Early in the Tribulation period, before any of the judgments test those on the earth,144,000 Jews are sealed by God for special work.

2. Examination of the list of tribes, all of which have 12,000 sealed, reveals that Dan has no representatives in the sealed remnant.  This is probably because his tribe always led the children of Israel in idolatry.

3. This also shows that even though the Jews may not know their tribal ancestry, God does.

4. These Jews will be evangelists in every country of the world. Here, because of the dispersion, they will give the gospel in many languages.

5. RECENT DEVELOPMENTS
Egypt and Israel signed a peace treaty in 1978.  America promised economic and military protection as necessary to Israel.  

This is a prototype of the agreement between the King of the West, the Beast, and Israel (Revelation 13).
It was reported in "The Jerusalem Post" of November 22 1981 that the original Ark had been found in a cave at Pisgah, Mt Nebo.

Also in 1981 Jerusalem declared capital of Israel with its boundaries extended to comply with prophecy in Jeremiah.

It was reported in 1985 that a special school is operating in Israel to train young Levites in the ritual of sacrifices.

The United States defends Israel with Patriot missiles during the Gulf War

Continuing problems with the Palestinian questions 

Israel's Ministry of Education has banned from State schools the use of Bibles containing the New Testament.

Messianic Jews are still not welcome in Israel but many of the Russian Jews of whom there are about a million living in Israel are Christians. 

Because of the number of Russian Jews in Israel Russian is now ranked with English and Arabic as national languages being Hebrew.

THE KING OF THE NORTH

PROPHECY

Daniel 11:44 (534 BC): But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall  trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many.
PROPHECY
Ezekiel 38 and 39.
1 This prophecy, because of its length, is not reproduced in full.  The following evaluation is made quoting excerpts from the passage, which is entitled "The prophecy against Gog".

2. That Gog is related to the King of the North or the Russian-led group, is noted in 38:2 Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal. In ancient times Gog was the leader of the people living in the area now known as Russia. Magog, Meshech and Tubal are all mentioned as sons of Japheth in Genesis 10:2. From Magog the ancient Scythians were descended, who now dominate the population of Russia. Tubal's descendants peopled the area south of the Black Sea, its tribal name being perpetuated in Tobolsk, while Meshech settled around Moscow.

3. The northern group will be drawn into the Middle East by God, I will put hooks into your jaws (Ezekiel 38:4).  Perhaps the vast mineral wealth of Israel in the Dead Sea area and oil in the Middle East will force the Russians to advance.  This advance may be to prevent one of the other political groups gaining ascendancy in the region.

4. Persia, Ethiopia and Libya with them, Gomer and all his bands, the house of Togarmah of the north quarter and all his bands and many people with thee (Ezekiel38:5,6). It is of interest that Ethiopia (both west which we know as Ethiopia and east which is known as Afghanistan ) as well as Libya, Gomer (identified as Ukraine), and Togarmah, a son of Gomer, are already well in the Russian camp.  

5. Iran or Persia has a treaty with Russia dating back to 1921 which gives Russia a legal excuse to invade Iran to 'assist' the government of Iran.  The treaty states that both the Russian and Persian governments will not allow their territory to be used by groups fighting the other government, thus preventing the stationing of any third country's armed forces in their country.  

Under Article 6 of the treaty, in the case of a third country intending to pursue incursion into Persian territory or to make Persian territory a base for attacks against Russia, the Russian government will have the right to send its army to Persia in order to take the necessary military steps in its own defence.  This treaty has no time limit and is still current. The Russians used this clause to invade Persia in 1941 to remove German agents who were influencing Reza Shah, the Persian ruler at that time. They may invade again to 'assist' the Iranian government.

6. The Russian group will come after many days  in the latter years (Ezekiel 38:8); in great hordes (v.9); when Israel appears secure (v.11); they will head into Africa to take spoil (v.12,13)-, there will be earthquakes (v.19) which will cause confusion (v.21); this will be accompanied by hailstones, fire and brimstone (v.22) as well as diseases. God will show his power.

7. Only one-sixth of the Russian army will retreat (Ezekiel 39:2) and it will take seven months for the dead to be buried (v.9).

8.It can be seen that the grouping of the northern confederacy is almost completely in place for the Armageddon campaign to commence.

9. OTHER  DEVELOPMENTS

Ethiopia signed a friendship pact with the USSR in 1978 and the following year the Shah of Iran is removed from power.

In 1984 it was stated that Soviet military general staff have long considered control of Iran to be an absolute prerequisite to their domination of the Middle East.

In the same year the USSR and Turkey sign a 10-year renewable economic, commercial and scientific cooperation programme.  This has significance in relation to Beth Togarmah of Ezekiel 38:6.

In June 1989 the President of Iran signed a number of wide-ranging agreements with Russia, involving economic, cultural and other ties, bringing Iran more into the Soviet orbit.  He also strongly denounced the United States.

Iran elected an anti-West speaker for the Iranian Parliament after the death of Ayatollah Khoemeni.

Iran has been making increasingly virulent verbal attacks on Israel and this has increased markedly with the election of a more radical President in 2005 who says that he wants to eliminate Israel.

Russia with the successful completion of its war against the Chechen rebels have opened up their access to the region. 

One of the major leaders in post Soviet Russia has written a book called Last Push South paralleling Ezekiel's prophecy.

With the economic problems in Russia after the fall of Communism a Middle East adventure by the Russian military forces reinforced by Iran could be enhanced

Turkey has not as yet been accepted into the EU even though it has tried on a number of occasions

In 2003 Russia’s ties with the Islamic world have improved as a result of President Putin’s decision to apply for Russian membership of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference [OIC]. Almost 15% of Russia’s population of 144 million are Muslim 

With the consolidation of Europe to its west and the rise of China to its east the only obvious way in which Russia can expand is to the Islamic south which is where it is prophecied to be involved in the end times.

KING OF THE SOUTH

PROPHECY

Daniel 11:40,42,43 (534 BC): And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him. 42. and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 43 But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt.

1. On four occasions the pan Arabic block has tried to push Israel into the sea and failed. The King of the South comprises an Arabic block ranging from the Middle East to North Africa and is basically Muslim.

2. With the signing of the peace treaty between Egypt and Israel, as a result of the Camp David accord in 1979, the Arabic states consolidated in a hegemony against both Israel and Egypt, applying sanctions against the latter.

3. Since 1973, due to OPEC and the price of oil, the King of the south has had a major effect on the economy of the world.

4. In the last 30 years the OAU (Organisation of African Unity) has brought much of Africa together.

5. The waging of a Jihad or Holy War by the Muslims against Israel has been proposed.

6. OTHER DEVELOPMENTS

An Arab summit of the century to study anti-Israel moves occurred in 1979.

In 1989 PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat said his organisation's charter calling for the elimination of Israel had been superceded.

The 49-member Organisation of African Unity (OAU) endorsed the creation of an African Economic Community at its summit meeting in Addis Ababa in July 1989.

Increasing expansion of Islam in the African continent during the 1990's

KING OF THE EAST

PROPHECY

Revelation 16:12 (96 AD): And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.
1. The Kings of the East, mentioned in Daniel 11 also appear in Revelation l6:12, where the literal translation is "the kings of the sunrising".

2.
What are the necessary requirements for the Kings of the East to fulfill their tribulation role

(a)
They must have a significant army.

(b)
They must be able to gain access into the Middle East.

(c)
They must be on poor relations with the King of the North.

(d)
They could have good relations with the King of the West

3 The combination of the financial weight of Japan and the huge population of China, which now exceeds one billion people, will form a very significant force from the East. Communist China now have a militia and intercontinental ballistic missiles capable of delivering Chinese-made Atomic bombs. 

4. OTHER DEVELOPMENTS

The road between China and Pakistan across the Himalayas was completed in 1978. This 800-kilometres road took ten years to build by 24,000 Pakistanis and 40,000 Chinese. In that year also Japan and China sign a treaty of friendship.

Dams have been constructed across the Euphrates which would allow the crossing of the dried-up Euphrates.

Japan and China sign a nuclear cooperation pact, Japan is now the world's richest nation with assets of $58,000 billion.

The formation of the Asia Pacific Economic group increases the ties between the two countries.

The rapid and increasing rise of China as a global challenger to the economy of the United States and a major manufacturer in the first years of the 21st century

It is noted that China like some of Western Europe are very reliant on oil and gas from Russia with China signing a $150 billion deal with Russia to supply oil for the next 25 years. 

CONCLUSION

There is a major group in the east that is progressively getting stronger. With reliance on oil and gas the sudden disruption of the supply could bring them into the Middle East and Armageddon

THE KING OF THE WEST

PROPHECY

Daniel 2:37-44 (603 BC):  Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. 38  And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold. 39  And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. 40  And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 41  And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay.42  And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. 43  And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. 44  And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.

PROPHECY

Daniel 7:23-27 (555 BC): Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. 24  And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings. 25  And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. 26  But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end. 27  And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.

1. Both of these passages indicate that just before the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to reign over the whole earth, a world-wide empire will exist with its centre based on the old Roman Empire.

2. The Roman Empire, which declined in the 4th Century AD, is represented by iron in Daniel2 and terrible beast in Daniel 7.
3.In Revelation 13 this world-wide ruler who maintains his power through economic means, is in collusion with the false Messiah, the dictator of Israel.

4. The One World Government has ten rulers, three of which have to be overthrown for the leader to gain complete control (Daniel 7:24).
5.The consolidation of the European Community into a powerful trading block has been seen over the past few years, with a common Parliament and a common currency .

6. In March 1957, statesmen from six nations met in Rome and signed an historic document to form the European Economic Community.  It was called the treaty of Rome and came into operation on January 1st 1958.

7. On 1st January 1973, Britain, Ireland and Denmark joined the community, which was further expanded by the inclusion of Greece, Spain and Portugal, which held prominent positions in the original Roman Empire. 

8. The current population of the European Community is over 300 million and had a gross production of $700 billion per annum in the early l980s.  By l983 the EC had become the most powerful trading group in the world.

9. The European Community has four main aims:

(a)
Economic cohesion.

(b)
Monetary union.

(c)
Political unity.

(d)
Unified military command including a strategic nuclear deterrent.

10. The World Dictator makes a treaty with Israel and comes to their assistance during the King of the North's attack and movement into the Middle East.

11. The computer centre of the world is located in the EC, with the new centre being in Rome itself.

12. With the rise of the world dictator controlling the economic life of the planet, the western group becomes very powerful.  The acceptance of such a person in the EC is indicated by Henry Spaak, a leader of the EC, who stated, "We do not want another committee. What we want is a man of sufficient stature to hold the allegiance of the people, and to lift us out of the economic morass into which we are sinking. Send us such a man and be he God or the devil we will receive him".

13. OTHER DEVELOPMENTS

In the late 1970's a common driving licence for the EC announced and polls for, and the opening of, the EC Parliament occurred To commemorate the second election of the European Parliament in 1984, Britain issued postage stamps depicting a woman riding over the sea on a beast. The EC budget for 1979 was $19 billion.

In 1984.the EC announced a proposal to free-movement of all goods and people from all border control by 1992.

A resolution calling for a new federal Europe in 10 years was passed by the European Parliament in February.1984

Most EC countries issued European passports in 1985; the European thrust being spearheaded by Italy which issued passports in 1984. West Germany has passed a Bill legalising computer readable identity cards and passports.

Greece joined the EC in 1981, Spain and Portugal joined the European Community in 1986.

The European Community market has 325 million people and is the world's largest trading block. Europe is set within ten years to direct 80% of economic legislation, which implies that it may become the centre of a new world order.

The economic unity of Europe was further consolidated by the signing of the Maastricht Treaty, the inception of the Euro and the expansion of the EU to include former East European nations

A call for a European army ready for fast deployment under EU control.

With the inception of the Euro some of the oil producing countries such as Iran and Iraq made moves to use the Euro rather than the US dollar as the means of payment for their oil. 

The Euro is therefore seen as an alternative global reserve currency and has appreciated significantly against the greenback in recent years which has significant financial implications.

The European Union is continuing to expand in recent years taking in many of the former eastern European countries forcing Russia to look south to Islamist States for trade and relations.

ARMAGEDDON

All four spheres of influence concentrate on Israel, with their conflict eventually culminating in the Armageddon campaign.

PROPHECY

Daniel 11:40-45  And at the time of the end (the end of the Jewish Age and Tribulation) shall the king of the south (the pan Arabic block) push at him (the dictator of Israel) and the king of the north shall rush upon him like a whirlwind with chariots and with horsemen and with many ships (the Russian naval fleet) and he (the Russian block) shall enter into the countries (Turkey, Syria, Lebanon perhaps) and shall overflow and pass over. 41 He (the Russian block) shall enter also into the glorious land (Israel) and many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand: even Edom and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon (the mountainous south of Israel will be bypassed as the Russian group moves south). 42 He (the Russian block) shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 43 But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt (the Russian block will loot and plunder Egypt) and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps (the Libyans and Ethiopians shall be his allies.  In Ezekiel 38:5 Persia or Iran is included with the group of allies). 44 But tidings out of the east (the Pan oriental or Chinese/Japanese group heading for the Middle East) and out of the north (the Western European group, being north of Egypt, also heading for the Middle East) shall trouble him (because of his extended supply lines): therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy and to utterly make away many (he turns northward initiating a scorched earth policy). 45 And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace (Russian army headquarters) between the seas (Mediterranean and Galilee) and the glorious holy mountain (Mount Zion, Jerusalem); yet he shall come to his and with none to help him.

Whilst the battles outlined in Daniel will occur just prior to the return of Christ, and after the rapture, one would expect, to enable such a campaign to be launched, for there to be, (1) a significant number of Jews in Israel, and (2) the four groups or spheres of influence to be emerging at the time of the end.

In addition, according to Ezekiel 38 and 39 the villages of Israel will be unwalled, indicating that the land will be at peace (Ezekiel 38:11).

CONCLUSION:

In the history of the world never has the alignment of political spheres of influence been so well aligned in the light of Bible prophecy as is the case in this period as we commence the 21st Century. Such an alignment will allow the battle of Armageddon and other campaigns as prophecied in the Scriptures to take place.

SECTION P - NATURAL SIGNS
This section on Natural Signs are divided into Earthquakes, Famine and Diseases, and  Weather.

EARTHQUAKES

PROPHECY

Luke 21:7,11 (32 AD): And they asked him, saying, Master, but when shall these things be? and what signs shall there be when these things shall come to pass? . 11 And great earthquakes shall be in divers places.

1. In the early 1980s it was reported that the earth was wobbling on its axis, with the movement being up to l5cm. In addition, the occurrence of major earthquakes was found to correlate with maximum sunspot activity which has an 11-year cycle. For example, of the eight major earthquakes that have occurred in the last 150 years within a radius of 80km of the Golden Gate Bridge, each earthquake has occurred within two years of maximum sunspot activity.

2. The major region for earthquakes is the Pacific Ring of Fire, with another earthquake line running through the Middle East, Iran and Burma. About 80% of earthquakes occur around the Ring of Fire, with 15% in the Middle East, and the remaining 5% scattered throughout the rest of world.

3. There will be more major earthquakes reported in the 20th Century than in the previous 5000 years. Of the 13 worst earthquakes known in history, 10 occurred this century.

4. At the beginning of the 20th century there was a major earthquake each three years. Now there are many major earthquakes every year. However the effect of the number of recording stations may have had some influence here.

5. Another area of seismic activity are volcanoes. Early in the l980's Mount St Helens literally blew up, causing widespread devastation. In addition, a new island was formed in Iceland by volcanic activity.

6. An international flight to Australia by British Airways was disturbed by a volcano erupting in Indonesia. The plane lost power in four jet engines and fell in elevation six miles before they were re-started.

7. At the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to the earth, His feet will touch the Mount of Olives. There will be an earthquake and the Mount of Olives will split in two, allowing a means of escape to those in Jerusalem (Acts 1:10-12, cf. Zechariah 14:4,5).

8. OTHER DEVELOPMENTS

In the late 1970's scientists warned that catastrophes are unavoidable with a major movement of the San Andreas fault expected by the end of the century. Also anti-earthquake devices costing $6.5 billion being installed in Tokyo.

In the 1980's the press reported the most violent earthquake to hit Assam in I15 years (7.5 Richter), A string of earthquakes ranging up to 8.I Richter devastating Mexico City, killing more than 10,000, the strongest earthquake to strike Tokyo in more than 50 years, the city of Leninakan in Armenia was destroyed by a 6.9 Richter earthquake, killing at least 55,000 people and .that the Earth entered an era of increased seismic activity with 16 earthquakes of +7 Richter or more during 1988. 

The rate of major earthquakes appears to be increasing with an average of 10.5 earthquakes per year above 6.9 on the Richter scale for the 1980’s and 15.3 for the 1990’s a rate that has continued in the first five years of the new decade. Very severe earthquakes of 8 Richter or above have increased from 4 per decade in the 1980’s to 6 per decade in the 1990’s and to date 10 per decade in our present decade. This trend is of interest as we approach the end of the Church Age.

GLOBAL EARTHQUAKE

PROPHECY

Haggai 2:6,7 (520 BC): For thus saith the Lord of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; 7 And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of Hosts.

1. This prophecy relates the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ with a major earthquake. 

2. The Lord shook the heavens, the earth, the se and the dry land before at the previous world-wide judgment of the flood. That the flood was world-wide is shown in Genesis 6:17.

3. The correlation between the flood and the second advent is demonstrated by the Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew 24:37-41 (32 AD): But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the Ark. 39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 40 Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 41 Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.

It should be noted that this passage of scripture, which is often viewed as a portrayal of the Rapture of the Church, is related to the Second Advent. 

The ones that remain are blessed because they proceed into the millennium to repopulate the earth; those who are taken receive judgment

The shaking of the earth at the time of Noah caused the earth's axis to move from its original position of 5 degrees to 23.5 degrees. 

At the second advent it may be that the axis would be shifted back to its original orientation.  We do, however, know that there will be no repeat of the universal flood where the waters on and under the earth was augmented by the water in the canopy above the earth (Genesis 9:15).  

The judgment at the second advent will be of fire.

FAMINES AND DISEASES

PROPHECY

Matthew 24:7 (32 AD): For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines and pestilences and earthquakes in divers places.
1. The incidence of famines and the world population explosion are two sides of the same coin. Even allowing for miracle strains of staple crops which increase yields substantially, the war against the world population explosion is not being won. The population explosion is best shown in a tabulated form by date as to when the population of the earth passed each successive one billion mark:

Date

World population in billions

Time gap since last billion

1800
1




1930
2


130 years

1960
3


30   years

1975
4


15   years

1988
5


13   years

2000
6


12   years

2010
7


10  years

The current world population is doubling every 35 to 40 years.

2.
Food Production.  The following facts are pertinent:

(a)
To improve nutrition, food production required quadrupling between 1975 and 2000.

(b)
To maintain the present poor nutrition, 10-20 million hectares of new farm land has to be developed annually.

(c)
Every day 10,000 people throughout the world die of starvation or malnutrition.

(d)
Most of the good arable land in the world is under pasture or being tilled at the present.

3. Famines and food production must be greatly affected by weather conditions, which most meteorologists agree are in an unstable and unpredictable state.

4. The thinking person seeing major increases in world population, and the food production data, must come to the conclusion that famines are inevitable. In fact, in the l980s,we saw increased famines, especially in Africa, generating such efforts as Band-Aid and Sportaid.

5. With the Greenhouse Effect people are being encouraged to afforest land: whilst population expansion requires increased arable land to be brought into production.

6. In 1975 the World Food Conference in Rome stated that the annual famine toll in that year was 57 million, or 156,000 every day of the year. 

Those starving in 1975 were three times the number who were starving in 1970. In the Food Conference in Manila in 1978 it was stated that one baby in three will never reach the age of five because of malnutrition.

7. The United Nations states that we are in the grips of the worst food problems the world has ever seen.

8. The only disposable food left is in countries such as Europe, the United States and Australia.

9. Ninety percent of the world's food is grown in areas where a 5% change in rainfall would render them less productive.

PROPHECY

 Revelation 11:3,6 (96 AD): And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophecy a thousand two hundred and three score days clothed in sackcloth. 6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy, and have power over waters to turn them to blood and to smite the earth with all the plagues as often as they will.

1 . The two prophets who minister during the first half of the tribulation period cause drought to occur over the earth.

2. By implication the drought will cause famine and great testing.

3. This situation is also shown in Joel 1:15-20 where a major famine with all its attendant horrors is shown related to the Day of the Lord.

4. In the time of extremity, cannibalism even occurs (Isaiah 9:19,20).
5. The Tribulation period without the controlling influence of the Holy Spirit is a time of great violence and privation.

DISEASES:

Whilst the scourge of smallpox has been removed from the world, many other diseases have become more resistant to medicines and have staged a counter-attack. New diseases have emerged such as AIDS, which are causing world-wide concern.

In 1976 there was a meeting in the United States between leading American and British medical experts, where great concern was expressed about the reduction in the effect of antibiotics because disease causing organisms were increasing their immunity.

In 1965 it appeared that by using DDT, malaria was on the way to extinction.  However, by the 1980s malaria is back on a rampage in Africa, Asia and Latin America, with 120 million cases a year.  In India there were 40,000 cases of malaria reported in 1966.  This increased to 430,000 in 1972 and further escalated to 5.8 million in 1976.

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS

In the late 1970's 12 million of the world's children died each year from preventative diseases, due to lack of funds.

An estimated two million people died of famine in Africa, with a further 100 million undernourished.

More than 2000 of Britain's 5000 hemophiliacs are believed to be carrying the AIDS virus. Several new viruses similar to AIDS have been identified in West Africa and Europe. 

By 2004 more than 20 million people had died of AIDS in 25 years with 3 million dying in 2003 alone. About 45 million people world wide were living with AIDS at that time 95% of whom were in developing countries.

More than 500 species of insects are immune to insecticides. About fifteen species are so resistant that they are very hard to kill.

It is expected that unless populations are curtailed, some of the world's biggest cities could collapse within 40 years.  By 2025 Mexico City would have a population of 37.5 million, Shanghai 36.1 million, Beijing 31.9, and Sao Paulo 29.6.

By 1999 the world population had reached 6 billion

There has been much publicity recently regarding the possibility of a bird flu pandemic with the possibility of many millions dying from it world wide.

WEATHER

PROPHECY

Luke 21:25 (32 AD): And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity: the sea and the waves roaring.
1 . During the time of the Tribulation, extreme problems with the weather can be expected. Over the last twenty years weather patterns have been erratic with records being set in many areas.

2. The weather patterns are also predicted to change due to the Greenhouse Effect, with the increase in temperature causing rising of sea levels.

3. In the first half of this century the world enjoyed better weather than for the previous 1000 years. Since then, however, the weather has changed on a world-wide basis to a less kindly norm. There was an increase in population of two billion during that period.  The change in weather patterns will affect food production, bringing hunger to many.

4. OTHER DEVELOPMENTS

In 1979 Scotland records lowest ever temperatures; sea freezes. Moscow sizzles, highest recorded this century.  Fiercest hurricane of the century in the Caribbean.

El Nino causing problems in the weather in the Pacific, including drought in Australia in 1983. The Jet Stream has increased from 1 00 to 150kmh.

More than 15 million trees were blown down by the hurricane of October 1987 which struck South-East England.

International Conference on climatic changes held in Nairobi in June, especially dealing with the Greenhouse Effect.

Climate change a major topic in the 1990's 

In the opening years of this century there have been many unusual weather patterns with increasing intensity. In the summer of 2003 an unprecedented heatwave in Europe killed 20,000 and caused agricultural losses amounting to $10 billion

The number of the most powerful and damaging hurricanes classified as class 4 or 5 have nearly doubled over the last 35 years. This intensification coincides with a rise in sea surface temperatures of 0.5 degrees C between 1974 and 2004. This rise has been credited to global warning.

LATTER RAIN

PROPHECY

 Hosea 6:3 (780 BC): Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain on the earth.
1 . Here the latter rain appears to be related to the second coming of Jesus Christ.

2.By the tradition of the rabbis since the destruction of the temple in 70 AD, rainfall in Israel has been intermittent.

3.Since 1948 there has been a significant increase in the rainfall in Israel, with an increase of 200mm or 8-inches in the hills and coastal areas since that time.

4. Annual average rainfalls in Israel (in millimetres) are as follows:

	LOCATION
	1930-1960
	1970-1980

	Coastal Area
	539
	761

	Hills Region
	710
	850

	Jerusalem
	480
	750

	Jordan Rift Valley
	270
	330

	Dead Sea
	47
	90


SECTION  Q - MAN-MADE  SIGNS

WORLD WAR

PROPHECY

Matthew 24:6,7 (32 AD): And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
In verses 7-8 Christ revealed the single event that will indicate the end of the age has begun “ Nation shall rise up against nation and kingdom against kingdom" coupled with famines and earthquakes. This is said to be the beginning of travail or birth pangs. 

This idiom taken in the Jewish context means world war or a total conflict of the area in view. The idiom is found in two Old Testament passages Isaiah 19:1-4 which speaks of conflict all over the land of Egypt “The burden of Egypt. Behold, the LORD rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it. And I will set the Egyptians against the Egyptians: and they shall fight every one against his brother, and every one against his neighbour; city against city, and kingdom against kingdom. And the spirit of Egypt shall fail in the midst thereof; and I will destroy the counsel thereof: and they shall seek to the idols, and to the charmers, and to them that have familiar spirits, and to the wizards. And the Egyptians will I give over into the hand of a cruel lord; and a fierce king shall rule over them, saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts.

The other passage is 2 Chronicles 15:1-7 “And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded: And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin; The LORD is with you, while ye be with him; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you. Now for a long season Israel hath been without the true God, and without a teaching priest, and without law. But when they in their trouble did turn unto the LORD God of Israel, and sought him, he was found of them. And in those times there was no peace to him that went out, nor to him that came in, but great vexations were upon all the inhabitants of the countries. And nation was destroyed of nation, and city of city: for God did vex them with all adversity. Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands be weak: for your work shall be rewarded. which speaks of conflict over all the Middle East. 

In the Olivet Discourse the whole world is in view hence World War

PREPARATION FOR WAR

PROPHECY

 Joel 3:9-12 (800 BC): Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up: 10  Beat your plowshares into swords and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong. 11  Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O LORD. 12  Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about.
1. The amount of funds expended on the arms race is fantastic.  In December 1978 it was stated that $400,000m was spent on arms in the world per annum or $100 per head of population.  Many families in under-developed countries do not have an annual income of $1 00 per annum.

2. Amazing proportions of gross national product are expended.  Both Israel and Egypt outlay over 25% of their GNP on arms.  One would have to be a wide-eyed optimist to apply scriptures dealing with the peace in the millennium reign of Christ to this present troubled age.

3. It should be noted that in this prophecy the heathen concentrate in Jehoshaphat's valley, or the valley of Megiddo, Armageddon.

4. Arming and rearming continue to be very high both in importance and monetary value for nations worldwide 

WAR IN THE TRIBULATION

PROPHECY

 Revelation 6:3,4 (96 AD): And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see. 4  And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.

1 . This shows clearly a major war at the beginning of the Tribulation period, which would require a massive arms build-up in the years prior.

2. The world wars have been planned for over a century. The American general Albert Pike, who became the chief of the llluminati, stated that there would be three World Wars.  The first two world wars have been completed. 

The third world war will commence in the Tribulation and bring about world government. Nuclear warfare and the ensuing holocaust is officially the great fear of politicians in this era. The nuclear winter is viewed as a real possibility.

NUCLEAR WAR

PROPHECY

Joel 2:30,31 (800 BC): And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 31  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and terrible day of the LORD come.
In these verses the phrase "pillars of smoke" should be translated "palm trees" or palm trees of smoke.  This could speak of thermonuclear mushroom clouds.

PROPHECY

Zechariah 14:12 (487 BC): And this shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth.

1 .When the Allies dropped atomic bombs on Nagasaki and Hiroshima, those in direct line of the blast disappeared but their shadows were burnt into the ground.  Those affected somewhat less had injuries described in the above verse.

2. The bombs being made today are 2500 times the size of those used on Japan, with the power of 50 million tonnes of TNT.  In addition the neutron bomb has been produced which will kill people but allow property to remain.

3. OTHER DEVELOPMENTS

More than 50% of scientists and technologists in the world work on arms production. 1979.  World arsenals contain more than one million nuclear bombs.

Russia in 1983 announced a hydrogen bomb 100 times larger than any other bomb, and equivalent to one billion tonnes of TNT.

In 1985 it  was said that if South Africa were to fall to a Soviet-style regime, the USA would be forced to surrender to the Soviets within five years as a major war could not be won without South African manganese, chromium and vanadium.

SDI lasers designed as a shield against nuclear missiles, could become an offensive weapon incinerating a city within minutes.

Forty years of arms race has cost between $3-4 trillion to produce 16,000 mega-tonnes of explosives, compared to 1 1 mega-tonnes which killed 39 million people in World War 11, Korea and Vietnam.

KNOWLEDGE AND TRAVEL
PROPHECY

Daniel 12:4 (534 BC): But thou, 0 Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.

1. There is no doubt that in the last two or three decades there has been a unique knowledge boom. Knowledge is doubling in the scientific area every ten years.

2. Discoveries in the areas of electronics, genetics, computers, communications and physics have been so phenomenal that no one can keep up with them all. 

It is said that a man in the 18th Century boasted that he knew everything there was to know about the mathematics and science of his day. 

A statement like that today would be unthinkable even when related to a very specialised field. Such a knowledge boom is a definite sign of the end times.

3. The boom is also illustrated by the fact that 75% of all scientists and technologists in history are alive at this time.

4. 35,000 scientific journals are published in the world each year.

5. Half of medical knowledge is out of date each decade. Over 75% of medicines in use have been developed since 1945.

6. In Canada, there are seven times as many graduates from tertiary institutions as there were in 1950, whilst in India the factor is ten.

7. As far as world literacy is concerned, the number of books published each year is escalating. Russia publishes 90,000; the USA 85,000; West Germany 45,000; and Great Britain 35,000.

8. The rise of computers and electronics has been a feature during this period. When Apollo 13 got lost in space, a calculation which would have taken scientists a million years, was completed in 90 minutes by NASA computers.

9. Computers now exist such as the central computer in the European Community, which could number the six billion people in the world, retaining detailed information on their character, credit rating and beliefs.

10. In 1976 there were 400 million television sets throughout the world, or one television for every ten people at that time.  The use of television explains Revelation 11:9,And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and a half, where the world is able to see the witnesses lying dead in the streets of Jerusalem during the Tribulation period. This was about as early a date where this prophecy could be literally fulfilled.

11. In 1980 the Seiko digital diary was produced. It was able to give not only the time but also cash-card account number, names and addresses, phone numbers, business and social appointments, passport numbers, travelers cheques numbers, birthdays and anniversaries, day, date and time.  It had seven memories. How we have moved on in a quarter of a century!

12. Huge advances have continued to occur in technology in the 1990 and into this century. 

Review of the Scriptures reveal an apparent increase in technology prior to the Flood, the last universal judgment on the world.

AIR TRAVEL

PROPHECY

Isaiah 60:8 (698 BC): Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their windows?
This chapter in Isaiah deals with the deliverer coming out of Zion. Air travel is seen here, with windows perhaps referring to air terminals.

MOTORISED TRAVEL

PROPHECY

 Nahum 2:4 (713 BC): The chariots shall rage in the streets, they shall jostle one against another in the broad ways: they shall seem like torches, they shall run like the lightnings.

For any who have driven in any major city or town this statement is clearly seen as motor traffic and congestion. Some say that this is not a prophecy but as a former traffic engineer it appealed to me.

SPACE TRAVEL

PROPHECY

Obadiah 4 (887 BC): Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the LORD.
TRAVEL

PROPHECY

Daniel 12:4 (534 B C): But thou, 0 Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro.

1 . The period since the late 1950s has been the age of the travelling common man. Prior to this period it was only the rich who could afford to travel or had sufficient leisure time to travel.

2. The author travelled from England to Singapore by car in 1963-64, over a period of six months. This was followed by two months in New Zealand in 1965; seven months in Europe (1967); two months in Queensland (1972); one month in South Africa and five months in Europe (1975).

This was followed by two round the world trips of several months in 1988 and 1995 and a dozen mission trips between 1997 and 2002.  

My father would not in his wildest dreams have expected to undertake such journeyings. 

With the advent of the package tour, travel by the common man has boomed.

POLLUTION

PROPHECY

 Revelation 8:10,11 (96 AD): And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; 11  And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter.
1. Whilst these judgments deal with the tribulation period, pollution is already one of the world's most critical problems.  How do we get rid of waste atomic material, poisons, nerve gas? Put it in the sea, pump it in the rivers, place it in the desert or in the case of aircraft pump it out into the atmosphere.  Cars make many cities uncomfortable.

2. The United Nations environment group by the 1980's believed that the Mediterranean may have gone past the point of no return.  Ten million tourists who go for a swim in the Mediterranean come out covered with the scum of oil over their bodies.

3. Noise pollution and electronic pollution are increasing problems in the modern world. The Geneva International Standardisation Organisation warned in 1976 that if urban noise con​tinues to grow at its current rate of 1 db per annum, most city dwellers will be deaf by the year 2000.

4. The noise of some rock concerts is four times as loud as safe levels allowed in industrial production.

5. In the early 1980s only 38% of the world's population had treated water supplies. 80% of communicable diseases involve a water-borne medium. In the world during a year, 400 million will suffer from gastroenteritis, 160 million with malaria, 30 million with river blindness.

6. Acid rain is threatening fish in 20,000 Swedish lakes.  Sulphur dioxide is carried on the prevailing winds from industry in the Eastern block and deposited as sulphuric acid on Scandinavia. 

During the spring thaw, acid accumulated in the snow affects the water, killing fish and water life.

7. Pollution is also affecting Japan, with chemicals leaching into the water supplies of Tokyo.

8. In the United States the city of Niagara was partially evacuated when toxic chemicals were dumped into the Love Canal. 

Public protests have also occurred over the pollution of beaches by surgical wastes and hypodermic needles in North-Eastern United States.

9. Pollutants are said to be causing the Greenhouse Effect, with the warming of the atmosphere and consequent change in weather patterns.

10. In the 1980s a large hole appeared in the ozone layer over the Antarctic, with a significant thinning of the ozone layer occurring over the Arctic region. Much of the depletion of the ozone layer (which helps protect man against skin cancer) has been blamed on aerosol propellants.

11. In Guatemala, 40% of productive capacity has been lost to soil erosion. In Turkey 54% of the land is severely affected, while 40% of Africa's non-desert regions are rapidly becoming unproductive, with resultant reduction in per capita food production.

12. In Haiti 14 million cubic metres of topsoil are lost each year, whilst in areas of Nepal 35-75 tonnes of soil per hectare are lost.  

India suffers erosion by water and wind to 25% of the nation's total land area, and the other Asian giant China, has lost 1 1 % of its arable land since 1957.

13. In 1986 six "unbelievable" blunders caused the Chernobyl nuclear disaster which killed over 30. 150,000 people were evacuated from the area.  

It is also of interest that Chernobyl is the Ukrainian word for 'wormwood', a bitter herb used in rural Russia as a tonic. It should be noted that the third trumpet judgment in Revelation 8:10,11 involved a star named Wormwood, which caused water to turn bitter and many men died. 

The Chernobyl reactor was eventually shut down in 2000. It was stated at its decommissioning that this disaster would affect many for years to come.

MORAL DECLINE

PROPHECY

 2 Timothy 3:1-4 (66 AD): This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3  Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4  Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

1. The moral decline especially of the Western world can be seen from various points of view.  It is obvious to even the casual observer that the accepted moral standards have been rapidly eroded away during the last 30 years in the area of books, films, music and television.  Immorality both in the sexual and violent areas have become, so we are told, the norms of modern society.  Those who do not conform to these norms are considered prudes.

2. The morals of a people can also be viewed in the response of the public to various phenomena.  Indifference to people in difficulties is a prime example of this.

3. Repeatedly in history, decline in moral fibre of a nation or empire has caused its downfall.  Prime examples of this are the fall of the Roman Empire to the Goths; and the Chaldean Empire under Belshazzer to the Persians in 538 BC (see Daniel 5).
4. Decadence also breeds weakness in the men of a nation, this being a major factor in the decline of Greece as a power in ancient times.

5. The major factor of decline is the rejection of Bible doctrine as a basis for a nation's life, or at least moral principles outlined in the scriptures.

6. Moral decline is also seen in the increase in crime throughout the world. For instance in Western Australia we have had a 40 fold increase in burglaries over the last 30 years even though the number of Police Officers per head of population has increased significantly

7. In Sweden 800 parents have approached school authorities, demanding that children be protected from extreme sex education which they believe is corrupting their children.

8. British anthropologist John Unwin, who has studied 80 civilisations, concluded that no society can long endure widespread sexual promiscuity.  He found that all the cultures he studied followed a similar sexual pattern.  During their early days of existence, premarital and extra marital sexual relationships were strictly forbidden.  This coincided with great creative energy causing the culture to prosper. Later rebellion against those standards occurred with people demanding their freedom. As the morals weakened, social energy abated, eventually resulting in the decay or destruction of the civilisation.

HOMOSEXUALITY

PROPHECY

Luke 17:28-30 (32 AD) : Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; 29  But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. 30  Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.
1. The rise of homosexuality and the tolerance of 'gay' groups is a sign of national degeneracy.  This is the sin of Sodom and a rise of this degeneracy in the end times was prophecied by the Lord Jesus Christ in this passage.

2. This type of activity is delineated in Romans 1:21-32 as a sin.

3. The rise of the 'gays' has been a feature of the last 25 years, with 'gay' churches, 'gay' clubs, 'gay' magazines and papers.

4. Homosexual marriages have been performed by ministers in church and legislation has been mooted which will give such relationships opportunity to adopt children.

5. If the present rise of the 'gay' is not a sign of the end times it is certainly a sign of the breakdown in civilisation and a pointer to its destruction in the near future. 

Taken in conjunction with the other signs in the end time area, however, I believe this rise can be classified as an end time sign.

APOSTACY AND FALSE PROPHETS

PROPHECY

Matthew 24:3-5,(32 AD): And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 4  And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 5  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.
PROPHECY

Matthew 24:23,24 (32 AD) Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. 24  For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

1. The last half century or so has seen a vast falling away from the Scriptures and from God, and the acceptance of false doctrines and apostacy.  It has come in many guises starting with the Higher Criticism of the German school spreading over into Liberalism in various forms; culminating in the "God is dead" theology of the 1960s.

2. A poll undertaken amongst Protestant ministers in 1969 showed that:

40% denied the physical resurrection of Christ

50% denied the virgin birth of Christ.

80% denied that the Bible is the inspired Word of God.

If these are the shepherds, what hope have the sheep got?

3. We are warned by the Lord Jesus Christ that many will come claiming to be the Messiah and will lead many astray.                     During the last 50 years it is recorded that over l0,000 people have claimed to be Christ God or the Messiah.

4. In 1985.  David Jenkins, the newly-appointed Bishop of Durham, denied the virgin birth and the physical resurrection of Jesus, likening the resurrection to "a conjuring trick with bones". At his commissioning service lighting struck York Minster ands set it on fire. 

In the same year Aboriginal pastor Bob Brown was brought before the Supreme Court of South Australia for preaching the gospel to Aborigines of the Pitjanjatjara tribe without a permit. He was convicted, mainly due to the case being dealt with under International Law, rather than the Australian Constitution which grants religious freedom to all.

5. Dr Runcie, Archbishop of Canterbury, mentioned in 1985 the plan for a gathering of representatives of all religions at Assisi on October 4th for a global call for peace. 

This should be widely represented as a credible demonstration of coming together of world spiritual thinkers, from which a simple united message for the world could emerge, he said.

6. The Biblical account of the origin of life was banned in 1986 as a scientific theory in New South Wales state schools in favour of evolution.

7. There is a continuing attack on the Word of God as one would expect in an unbelieving world with many more people wanting to believe the Da Vinci Code even thought the author says it’s a novel rather than read the true account in the Scriptures. 

SUICIDE
PROPHECY

Luke 21:25,26 (32 AD): And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 26  Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.

1 . In the early 1980s it was reported that economic pressures in the United Kingdom were leading to an increase in suicides.  After 1973 suicides soared according to a Samaritans report.

2. By the mid 1980's it was reported that 10,000 attempted suicide each day world-wide. About 10% are successful. At least 30,000 Americans suicide each year: 6000 of them being teenagers.

OCCULTISM
PROPHECY

1 Timothy 4:1,2 (65 AD): Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall  depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2  Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;

1 . The past two decades have seen an amazing resurgence of witchcraft, Satanism and interest in the occult.

2. In Britain, which has been named as a centre of witchcraft, it is said that half of present-day Britons are involved with the occult in some way, whilst only 2% go to church.

3. In Austria, one is able to take a Doctorate in the Occult at university, whilst in Columbia some 20,000 delegates participated in the first world Congress of Sorcery in 1975.

4. Subtle occult influences have also been noted in the trinkets and charms which are hung around people's necks and suspended from their ears.  Connections have been indicated between rock music, the groups and the occult.

5. Many recent films released deal with Satanism, witchcraft and the occult.

6. Symbols, books, films are all designed to confuse the unbeliever and to undermine the believer in these last days.

7.  Europe is experiencing a massive increase in occult, witchcraft and spirit activity. In France it is estimated one in four of the working population consulted a clairvoyant, sorcerer or astrologer in 1984.  There are 50,000 registered clairvoyants with a business turnover of $600 million, according to French tax authorities.

8. In Western Australia in 2005 a collection of booths with clairvoyants, tarot card readers, mediums and others was seen at a shopping and tourist development openly touting for business.

DRUGS
PROPHECY

Revelation 9:20,21 (96 AD) And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: 21  Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts. (Sorceries is the translation of the Greek word PHARMAKEIA which implies drug addiction.)

1. Five decades ago when I was at college studying engineering, I cannot recall anyone using illegal drugs.  Occasionally a film such as the "Man with the Golden Arm" was released.  However, the general consensus of opinion on addicts was that anyone who ended up in that condition was very foolish.

2. What a change has occurred in that period. With the every-increasing rate of change of events, instability in the nation, in the family, and work prospects, and a frantic search for happiness, the widespread use of drugs by many thousands of people has evolved. The papers tell graphically how the situation is deteriorating year by year.  This is a sign of the end times.

3. Drug abuse has become the number-one health problem in the United States, with 20 million smoking marijuana, four million regularly using cocaine and 500,000 using heroin. By 1985 WHO reported that almost 50 million people in the world were addicted to drugs

4. In the last 20 years it would appear that the deterioration has continued to occur with more drugs and crimes related to drug addiction.

VIOLENCE

PROPHECY

Matthew 24:12 (32 AD): And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.

1 . Society is becoming progressively more violent Violence is seen on our television, in films, in the media, and in the pursuit of crime.

2. Comparing society 30 years ago to nowadays reveals very noticeable increases in violence.  Much is associated with the criminal element.  Aimless violence in crime, with little or no remorse, is indicative of our society.

3. During an eleven-year period ending in the early 1980s, it was reported that crime had increased 500% in Washington DC.

4. The most common cause of death amongst children in the United States is child abuse.

5. Politically inspired violence, such as at the 1972 Munich Olympic Games, now means that even at international sporting events security is high on the list of necessities. Soccer hooliganism is also a feature of the past decade.

6. Because of violence against the person, many will not become involved in protecting or rescuing those who are subject to attack. Rather than the Good Samaritan, they act more like those who passed by on the other side.

7. The infamous attack on the World Trade Centre in 2001 and Bali, Madrid, London and other violent acts continue this outspreading of violence

IMMORALITY

PROPHECY

Luke 17:26 (32 AD): And as it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.
1. With the minimal number of believers at the time of Noah (eight out of a population of 900 million), immorality was rampant and largely uncontrolled. Even though God loved mankind, the gross rejection of his love resulted in judgment of those on earth by the universal flood.

2. In the case of the second advent, aggressiveness against believers by the world population reaches a maximum with believers being killed by the thousands for their faith.  Eventually another judgment will fall upon the earth to cleanse mankind: the baptism of fire at the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

3. Immorality can come in many forms, including permissiveness, pornography, abortion, homosexuality and prostitution.  The young are actively encouraged into immorality through examples set by rock musicians, by their life-styles and the lyrics which they sing.

4. The new generation which came out of the 1960s into the permissive 1970s, unlike their parents, saw premarital sex as good instead of bad.  By 1970 a poll taken among students found 75% of them indifferent to virginity, or lack of it, in the person they marry.

5. Pornography comes in many guises: written, spoken and seen. During the l970s the standard of literature allowed on the bookstalls deteriorated following the landmark decision of Lady Chatterly's Lover. 

Spoken pornography in the main was the lyrics of pop music promoting sexual promiscuity, drug addiction and degeneracy.  This was often accompanied by blasphemous and anti-social attitudes of the performers.  

With the natural rebellion of the young, these groups, which in previous generations would have been correctly judged as the dregs of society, were promoted by the immature into idols.

6. With a decrease in morality, legislation of abortion, homosexuality and prostitution has come into the political arena.  In the 1990's Western Australia legislated for abortion on demand resulting in 8000 abortions a year. They also allow some brothels to operate.  Private members Bills for the legalising of homosexuality has also been passed by State Parliament .

7. Immorality, a function of the sinful nature, can be best seen as self-interest without responsibility; and with its emergence indicates that a time of judgment is approaching.

SECTION R - ISRAEL AT THE LORD'S RETURN

REVIVAL OF HEBREW

PROPHECY

Zephaniah 3:8,9 (630 BC): Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey: for my determination is to gather the nations, that I may  assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce  anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy. 9  For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one consent.
PROPHECY

Jeremiah 31:23 (606 BC): Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; As yet they shall use this speech in the land of Judah and in the cities thereof, when I shall bring again their captivity; The LORD bless thee, O habitation of justice, and mountain of holiness.
1. One of the most unusual signs of the coming King is a revival of Hebrew. Hebrew was the language dating back from the time of Abraham and is one of the oldest languages of the world.

2. The Old Testament was written originally in Hebrew. With the Babylonian captivity and in the years following Hebrew usage declined, and the spoken language of Israel became Aramaic and Greek.

3. When Jerusalem was destroyed the Jews were scattered throughout the world and they generally adopted the language of the country they settled in. In Europe, two languages, Yiddish and Landino, based on German and Spanish, evolved.

4. By the 19th Century it was thought that Hebrew might become extinct. However in 1888 a school was set up in Jerusalem where all the subjects were taught in Hebrew, and with the multiplicity of languages of those migrating to Israel, Hebrew became the natural choice for a national language.

5. In order that Hebrew could be adopted to suit a modern state, the vocabulary was increased from 7700 words to some 30,000 words.

6. The Hebrew spoken today after nearly 4000 years, is closer to the language of the Old Testament much closer than today's English is to that of Chaucer's day.

DESERT TO BLOOM

PROPHECY

Isaiah 35:1 (713 BC): The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.
1. In the desert areas of the Negev, towns and agricultural villages are growing rapidly. The Jews have become known world-wide for their skills in converting desert areas back to useful production.

2. The Israelis have nearly tripled their total cropland since 1948 by draining swamps, expanding irrigation, and ending soil erosion.

EXPORT OF FRUIT

PROPHECY

Isaiah 27:6 (712BC): He shall cause them that come of Jacob to take root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit.

By the early 1980s Israel had hundreds of agricultural settlements.  Citrus fruit growing had become a major business, with exports over $110million per annum. 

Citrus fruit from Israel was on sale in many European countries as well as the United States. Israel was, therefore, starting to "fill the face of the world with fruit".

RE-AFFORESTATION OF ISRAEL

PROPHECY

Ezekiel 36:8,9 (587 BC): But ye, O mountains of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your branches, and yield your fruit to my people of Israel; for they are at hand to come. 9  For, behold, I am for you, and I will turn unto you, and ye shall be tilled and sown:
PROPHECY

Isaiah 4l:19,20 (712BC): I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree; I will set in the desert the fir tree, and the pine, and the box tree together: 20  That they may see, and know, and consider, and understand together, that the hand of the LORD hath done this, and the Holy One of Israel hath created it.
In the first 25 years of modern Israel's nationhood, over 100 million trees have been planted.  Every week treeplanting ceremonies take place in which tourists are invited to participate at $3 a sapling.

RE-BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE

PROPHECY

Revelation 11:1,2 (96 AD): And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 2  But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.
PROPHECY

 Psalm 102:16 (1 000 BC) When the LORD shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory.
1. The re-building of the temple in Jerusalem is a powerful sign of the imminent return of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Whether one views Zion as Israel or the temple, this prophecy's literal fulfillment has greatly increased in likelihood over the last 40 years.

2. In 1948 Israel became a nation for the first time since 70 AD.  Jerusalem, the site of the temple, was restored to Israel in 1967, becoming the biggest city in Israel in 1977. In 1981, when it was declared the capital of Israel, Jerusalem's boundaries were extended to the limits given in the prophecy of Jeremiah.

3. Preparations for a new temple in Jerusalem have been proceeding for several years, with the plans already drawn.

4. The major problem has been the assumption that the Dome of the Rock mosque was on the exact site of the temple and would have to be demolished, causing potentially huge inter religious strife.

5. However, in 1983, scientists from Jerusalem and the United States, using infra-red thermography, found that the actual temple site was 90 metres north of the Dome of the Rock (Psalm 48:2). The Dome of the Rock would therefore be placed in the outer court of the temple complex. It is worthy of note that John in Revelation 11:1,2 was told not to measure that area.

6. Another interesting aspect of the discovery was that the slab of natural rock on which the Ark of the Covenant sat is protruding above the ground today, under a minor dome called the Dome of the Tablets.

7. There is therefore no major reason why the Temple, which is to be used in the Tribulation, cannot be built. For the first time in 1900 years the nation Israel has access to the Temple site and the power to erect a Temple without insurmountable problems with Muslims. 

It may well be part of the solution to the Middle East Crisis that the three monotheistic faiths, Christianity, Islam and Judaism will all be allowed to have a centre for worship on Temple Mount.

ANCIENT CITIES RE-BUILT

PROPHECY

Amos 9:14 (797 BC} And I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them.

PROPHECY

Ezekiel 36:33-38 (587 BC): Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day that I shall have cleansed you from all your iniquities I will also cause you to dwell in the cities, and the wastes shall be builded. 34  And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all that passed by. 35  And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become like the garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are become fenced, and are inhabited. 36  Then the heathen that are left round about you shall know that I the LORD build the ruined places, and plant that that was desolate: I the LORD have spoken it, and I will do it. 37  Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will yet for this be enquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them; I will increase them with men like a flock. 38  As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts; so shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men: and they shall know that I am the LORD.

1. One of the features of the nation of Israel since its founding in modern times in 1948, has been the aggressive development of areas under its control.  This not only has consisted of re-afforestation, agriculture and fruit growing, but to the development and expansion of many settlements throughout the land.

2. With the migration of the Jews, whose numbers expanded from 10,000 Jewish inhabitants in 1870 to some three million in 1970, "the waste cities shall be filled with flocks of men".

TIMES OF THE GENTILES

PROPHECY

Luke 21:24 (32 AD) :  And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentles, until the times of the Gentles be fulfilled.

1. The times of the Gentiles should be dated from the fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC by Nebuchadnezzar. With that act the Jews were banned from the Jerusalem area and it thus came under Gentile rule.

2. Various groups, including the Romans, Arabs, Crusaders, Turks and finally the British, controlled the area and it wasn't until the Balfour Declaration of 1917 that the first definitive signs of the end of the times of the Gentiles appeared.

3. The sign that the times of the Gentiles were terminating was further progressed by the establishment of the State of Israel in May 1948, the taking of Jerusalem in 1967, and its proclamation as the capital city of the Jewish State.

4. The times of the Gentiles has lasted over 1900 years to date and will finally terminate with the return of the King of the Jews at the Second Advent of Christ.

ARMAGEDDON

PROPHECY
Revelation l6:12-16 (96AD): And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. 13  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14  For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 15  Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. 16  And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.
1 . This battle, which is also examined under Prophecy N 137, is shown as one of the great judgments of God on unregenerate humanity, as it is the battle of that great day of God Almighty.

2. For the first time many of the communication requirements are in place: with roadways to allow the various spheres of influence easy access into the Middle East. These include roads across the Himalayas and dams across the Euphrates.

HIDING PLACE

PROPHECY

Matthew 24:15-21 (32 AD): When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 16  Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 17  Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: 18  Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. 19  And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 20  But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.

1. The abomination of desolation is the statue of the World dictator which is set up in the re-built temple of Jerusalem.

2. This, like many biblical events, had a prototype which occurred when Antiochus Epiphanes set up a statue in the temple after he had murdered many of the Levitical priests in the second century BC.

3. In this passage God orders those in Jerusalem to flee to the mountains of Edom, Ammon and Moab, where they will be divinely sustained. As soon as the statue is erected they are to, without delay, head out from Jerusalem.

4. It is clearly shown here that God always protects believers but that it is only by a thorough knowledge of His Word that correct decisions can be made under pressure (1 Corinthians 10:13).
5. It is of interest that the road to Petra was upgraded significantly in the late 1990's which will assist Jews fleeing from Jerusalem to gain access to the mountains

UNIVERSAL PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL

PROPHECY

Matthew 24:14 (32 AD): And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.

1. Studied in context this prophecy does not apply to the end of the Church Age, but to the return of Christ some seven years after the church has been taken to be with the Lord.

2. The preaching of the gospel to the world has been greatly facilitated by the vast improvement in communications, especially in the form of radios.

3. Many missionary societies have broadcasting stations which penetrate into the remotest areas of the globe.  Their efforts in the tribulation will be augmented by the commissioning of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists of Revelation 7 and probably by using communications satellites.

4. It has however its ultimate fulfillment in Revelation 14:6 which says And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,
ATTACK ON JERUSALEM

PROPHECY

Zechariah 14:1-3 (487 BC): Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 2  For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3  Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.
1. The fulfillment of this prophecy should not be confused with the fall of Jerusalem in 7OAD. In this prophecy, the time of the prophecy is linked with the day of the Lord, a term used for the Tribulation, Second Advent and sometimes the millennium.  In addition the city is not completely taken and the Lord fights against the nations (Revelation 19:11-21).

2. The attack on Jerusalem represents the final period before and during the Second Advent of Jesus Christ.

DEFENCE IN TIMES OF TROUBLE

PROPHECY

Zechariah 12:3-8 (487 BC): And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it. 4  In that day, saith the LORD, I will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: and I will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with blindness. 5  And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength in the LORD of hosts their God. 6  In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem. 7  The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah. 8  In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before them.
1 . This prophecy shows the faithfulness of God towards Israel.

2. The concept of Jerusalem as a burdensome stone is ironic as Jerusalem means possession of peace. In its 3500 years, however, Jerusalem has been beseiged 46 times and has been partially or wholly destroyed on 30 occasions.

3. With the taking of Jerusalem by Israel in 1967 the Jews have made it clear that Jerusalem is not negotiable as far as returning it to its pre-1967 partition. Jordan, which controlled eastern Jerusalem before 1967, has been equally adamant and has been supported by a Security Council resolution of 1967 which called for the return of all territory captured during that war.

4. It is therefore clear that Jerusalem has become a burdenstone stone to all parties concerned: the Arabs, Israel, Russia, Britain, United States, France and the United Nations.

5. Apart perhaps from the time during the crusader conquest, the burdensome nature of Jerusalem has not been as evident over the last 1900 years as it has been in recent years.

6. Tensions also occurred over Jerusalem with its proclamation as capital of Israel, and this may be heightened when the Temple buildings are commenced.

RETURN TO ISRAEL

PROPHECY

Isaiah 11:12 (713 BC)- And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.
Also read  Isaiah  43:6;  Ezekiel  28:25,26;  Zechariah  8:7,8.
PROPHECY

Romans 11:26,27 (60AD). And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 27  For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.
1. This prophecy is only fulfilled in its entirety when the  Lord Jesus Christ  comes to  reign  over Israel in fulfillment of the Davidic covenant.

2. However, in the time preceding the second advent of  Christ, there  would be expected to be an increase in the number of Jews in the land.

3.  The increase over the last 130 years has been dramatic       
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4.In more  recent times dramatic  events  have heralded the return of groups of Jews to Israel: such as "Operation Moses" in 1985 when 3000 Ethiopian Jews were air-lifted from Sudan.

5.  There still remain  some 11 million Jews world-wide living in countries outside Israel: the  majority being in the United States. This widespread group, it appears, will in many cases stay in their adopted countries, speaking the languages of the Gentiles, to fulfill the mass evangelism portrayed in Revelation 7.6. 

t is of interest that the Jews were told of the good news in Gentile languages immediately after the first advent of the Lord Jesus Christ at Pentecost (Acts  2:5-12).  

Through the sealed 144,000 God will now bring world-wide the good news to the Gentiles in their own languages immediately prior to the second advent of the Lord. The ability in the first case was miraculous, whilst in the second case it is likely, while divinely planned, to be largely circumstantial.

SECTION  S - MILLENNIUM

In this section the prophecies obviously are all in the future.  Apart from the need of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to fulfil the covenants to Israel and to prevent man from completely destroying himself and his environment, no visible fulfillments or trends towards fulfillment are, or should be, expected.

The Millennium is the first thousand years of the eternal reign of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Millennium commences with believers only in the Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, but as those who have survived the Tribulation multiply in the perfect environment, many children enter the community. The Knowledge of the Lord, as it is the Lord Jesus Christ who is responsible for its dissemination, covers the earth as the waters cover the sea.  

Even under ideal conditions, however, many remain unbelievers and when Satan is released from the abyss many follow him to make one last stand against God (Revelation 20:7-10). They are defeated. 

Eternity now commences with God, the elect angels, and believers spending eternity in heaven; whilst the fallen angels and unbelievers join Satan in the lake of fire where they are tormented forever (Revelation 14:9-1 1; 20:11-15).

JERUSALEM WORLD CAPITAL

PROPHECY
Micah 4:6-8 (710 BC): in that day, saith the Lord, will I assemble her that halteth, and l will gather her that is driven out, and her that I have afflicted; 7 And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation: and the Lord shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever.  'And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is the city of the King of Kings. It is therefore fitting that during the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ on the earth in the Millennium, that the world capital will be this city.  It is to Jerusalem that the nations come to pay tribute to the perfect world ruler.

CITY OF PEACE

PROPHECY
Zephaniah 3:14-17 (630 BC): Sing, 0 daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem. 15 The Lord hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more. 16 in that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack. 17 The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.
Salem means peace.  The Prince of Peace reigns from the city of peace on the throne of his ancestor David.  Not only is the Lord Jesus Christ the Prince of Peace, but he is also the Priest of Peace.  In Psalm 110:4, The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.                        Melchizedek was the king / priest of Salem, the king/priest of Peace (Genesis l4:18).

UNIVERSAL PEACE

PROPHECY
 Micah 4:3 (710 BC)-. And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

The hope of universal peace will not be fulfilled until the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ, as only He as the God/man has power enough to rule over the earth. During this period all weapons will become obsolete and the world population will enjoy centuries of peace.

RIGHTEOUSNESS

PROPHECY
Isaiah 9:6,7 (713 BC): For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace . 7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

The Lord Jesus Christ will rule with total righteousness, causing the earth to be a wonderful place to live in during those days.  It should be noted that the Lord will rule forever, thus the millennium is just the start of this period.

HOLINESS

PROPHECY
 Zechariah 14:20,21 (487 BC): in that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the pots in the Lord's house shall be like the bowls before the altar. 2I Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the Lord of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the Lord of hosts.

This prophecy speaks of the priority of worship in this period.  In a similar way to the church age, millennial believers will be in It by the Holy Spirit.  Worship in a perfect environment in a just and righteous world will reach a new height in quality.  

Nevertheless, those who have entered the millennium in their physical bodies, together with their children, still have old sinful natures.  In the case of many of the children, they remain unbelievers and join Satan's band on his release from his prison ( Revelation 20:7-10). 

Here, after up to l000 years of the Knowledge of the Lord covering the earth as the waters cover the sea, millions will believe Satan's lie. This shows quite clearly that a perfect environment is not the solution to man's problems: salvation is.

NO SICKNESS

PROPHECY
Isaiah 29:18,19 (725 BC): And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness. The meek also shall increase their joy in the Lord, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.
PROPHECY
Isaiah 35:5,6 (713 BC): 'Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 6 Then shall the lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert.

As part of the curse, sin, death and sickness came into being for Adam and his descendants (Genesis 3:19).  During the Millennium the curse on creation will be removed (Romans 8:19-22) and sickness will be rare.

LONGEVITY

PROPHECY
Isaiah 25:8 (712 BC): He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the Lord hath spoken it.
PROPHECY
 Isaiah 65:20 (698 BC): There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed.
Due to sickness being rare and the perfect environment, man will live to extreme ages like those before the flood. With justice, however, those who follow a life of crime will be condemned.

PROSPERITY

PROPHECY
Amos 9:13 (787 BC): Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt.
PROPHECY

Isaiah 25:6,7 (712 BC): And in this mountain shall the LORD of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. 7  And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over all nations.
As a result of peace, justice, longevity, the lack of sickness and perfect environment, the millennium will be a time of unprecedented prosperity.  Poverty will be eliminated and there will be more than sufficient for all.  There will also be great spiritual prosperity in those days.

EGYPT IN THE MILLENIUM

PROPHECY

Isaiah 19:18-25 [714 BC] In that day shall five cities in the land of Egypt speak the language of Canaan, and swear to the LORD of hosts; one shall be called, The city of destruction. 19  In that day shall there be an altar to the LORD in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar at the border thereof to the LORD. 20  And it shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the LORD of hosts in the land of Egypt: for they shall cry unto the LORD because of the oppressors, and he shall send them a saviour, and a great one, and he shall deliver them. 21  And the LORD shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall know the LORD in that day, and shall do sacrifice and oblation; yea, they shall vow a vow unto the LORD, and perform it. 22  And the LORD shall smite Egypt: he shall smite and heal it: and they shall return even to the LORD, and he shall be intreated of them, and shall heal them. 23  In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians shall serve with the Assyrians. 24  In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land: 25  Whom the LORD of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance.

CONCLUSION

We have seen the evidence from the Bible, the prophecies concerning the Lord Jesus Christ which He fulfilled during His first advent, the prophecied regarding, Jews, Gentiles, Cities and People all of which were fulfilled literally and those prophecies which are yet to be fulfilled.

The Lord Jesus Christ also stated “ I am the way, the truth and the life no man comes to the Father except through me” John 14:6.

John in his gospel also says in John 3:16-18 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
THE QUESTION TO BE CONSIDERED IS – “WHERE ARE YOU GOING TO SPEND ETERNITY?”

The Bible makes it clear as to the eternal future of mankind

DESTINY OF BELIEVERS

1. He who believes in Jesus Christ has eternal life now (1 John 5:11-13).  He will never die (John 11:25,26, John 8:51)

2. Believers are said to "fall asleep" at their death (1 Thessalonians 4:14).  The soul departs to be consciously present with Christ, but the body "sleeps" in the grave until the resurrection (2 Corinthians 5:6-8)

3. When Christ comes at the Rapture, the bodies of those in Christ shall be raised from the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

4. Our physical bodies will be replaced by immortal bodies (2 Corinthians 5:1-4) - conformed to the body of Christ (Philippians 3:20-21)

5. We shall be like him (1 John 3:2) seeing His glory and reflecting it in ourselves (Colossians 3:4, John 17:22).

6. We will be rewarded because of works of faith (Luke 19:12-19) which will vary in proportion to our faithfulness in serving God (Matthew 6:20, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

7. In the Millennial Kingdom, we shall reign with Christ as priests of God and Christ (Revelation 20:6).

8. To the overcomer (1 John 5:4-5) Christ will give to eat of the tree of life (Revelation 2:7) and shall not be hurt by the second death - the lake of fire (Revelation 2:11). He will be given authority to rule over nations (Revelation 2.26-27) Jesus will acknowledge the believer before God (Revelation 3:4-5) who will be made a pillar in the temple of God. (Revelation 3:12) and will be seated with Christ in His own throne. (Revelation 3:21)

9. God will wipe away all tears from his eyes; sorrow, crying, pain, and death shall be no more (Revelation 21:4)

10. We shall know all things perfectly (1 Corinthians 13:12)

11. We will receive an incorruptible inheritance. (1 Peter 1:3-5) kept by our all powerful God in heaven.

THE UNBELIEVER

1. God is Holy and cannot compromise with sin or evil. (Psalm 22:1-3, John 1:5)

2. Sin is solved at the Cross for all. (1 John 2:2)

3. The way is therefore open to all who will believe. (John 3:16,36, Acts 16:31)

4. Those who reject Christ are without hope, promise and God in the world. (Ephesians 2:12, Romans 5:14,17, 6:23)

5. We are born dead to God. (Psalm 51:5)

6. It is only through Christ that we can be born again. (John 14:6)

7. The unbeliever spurns this grace offer and the Lord who died for him. (Hebrews 2:1-4)

8. God is Love, but when love is spurned, that person has chosen darkness rather than light. They are therefore judged on the basis of their works as they have rejected the Lord's work for them. (John 3:16-21, Revelation 20:11-15)

9. The first stop for the unbeliever after death is Torments in Hades or Sheol . This is a place of regret, torment and anguish. It is also called the bottomless pit. (Revelation 9:2)

10. Their ultimate state is the Lake of Fire after they have been judicially sentenced to it by the Lord Jesus Christ at the Last Judgment where they are judged according to their works. (Revelation 14:11, 20:11-15, Matthew 8:12, 25:41, Mark 9:44, Jude 13)

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved” – Acts 16:31

CHRIST: WRITTEN WORD - LIVING WORD
The whole focus of the written word, the Bible is on the Living Word who is Christ. 

From the opening verses of John’s Gospel we see that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Word. John tells us in John 1:1-2 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

Colossians 1:16-18 tells us that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Creator and well as the firstborn from the dead:” For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the pre-eminence.
From 1 Corinthians 2:16 Paul tells us that the written word is the mind of Christ “For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.
We can be confident of a complete correlation between the Written Word and the Living Word which is what is demonstrated below seeing that the author of the written word is the Holy Spirit as stated in . 2 Peter 1:21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
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