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Zechariah’s was born a priest and became a prophet. He was a contemporary of Haggai, who had a very short recorded ministry from August to December 520 BC, and with him encouraged the Jews to recommence building the Temple. In the Bible there are 28 men who have the name Zechariah. The author of this book is therefore not identifiable. His name means God remembers and the theme of the book is that God has not forgotten His people. It is a book that Jewish Christians love, and gentile believers also need to fall in love with this little book as it speaks of times yet to come.

Zechariah sees what God is going to do for them in the future. It is a source of encouragement in time of pressure. In this book the Jews have been able to look down the corridors of time and see how it is going to work out. We can see where we are going with God. It does not matter what pressure we are under at the moment, we can look into eternity and see how it is all going to work out. We do not know where the economy is going to be next year but we know where we are going to be in eternity. Jesus often quoted Zechariah to his disciples. 

THE BOOK OF ZECHARIAH FOCUSES ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
1. The rider of the red horse – Zechariah 1
2. The wall of fire  - Zechariah 2 
3. The Branch  - Zechariah 3

4. The Lord of the whole earth – Zechariah 4

5. The Branch and the Two crowns – Zechariah 6

6. The King of Palm Sunday – Zechariah 9

7. The betrayed shepherd – Zechariah 11.

8. The one who is pierced – Zechariah 12

9. The smitten one – Zechariah 13

10. The returning one  - Zechariah 14
THE FUTURE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE
The world is going to exist even through the events of the Tribulation, even though half of the world's population at that time will be killed. The Millennium will still be established and the Lord will restore creation at the start of it. Zechariah has always confirmed to the Jews that they have a future for their nation. A Jewish Christian can read this book and thank God that the Lord has not finished with Israel.  Romans 10-11.
"Turn ye to me", is the message. Who is the "me"? - chapter 6,  verse 9 tells us that it is the branch, the Lord Jesus Christ. We have messages, visions and burdens. It comes down to the simple point of, one Saviour, one hope for the nation. The one is the one who they have pierced. Zechariah 12:10ff.
Zechariah 1:8-21 shows we need to learn the symbols. This was written by a Jew for Jews, with Jewish symbolism that the Jews understood and still do. The imagery is accessible, so do not think it cannot be understood. This is a comfort if you know what he is talking about but confusion if you cannot understand it. When you go through the Hebrew you will find that the KJV records the word order accurately in most places but this does not make for good or simple English.

Zechariah 3:1-2 is quoted in the New Testament and had a great more effect on the church than any other in the ancient world. When you get to the heart of Zechariah you get to the heart of Paul. There are a number of very good quotations.  

Zechariah 4:7-10 shows the vocabulary is apocalyptic. It is symbolic. You cannot sit down with your KJV and read it and understand it. This requires study but there are wonderful things here. The people were discouraged and ready to halt. They had started building but they had stopped again. Haggai had come and told them to get moving again. Then Zechariah says that God has shown him that Zerrubabel will place the cap stone on; in other words, that they will succeed.

WHAT IS OUR MENTAL ATTITUDE?
If you see yourself in terms of eternity, you will live in time as you should. If you can see where you are going it will affect your life here. No Christian can sin without thinking about the Cross, and that Christ died for you. The blood of Christ must be at the front of your minds always. Where you are going to be in the future must be in the front of the mind now. If you are truly heavenly minded you will want to do everything that you can to help Him and honour Him.

Zechariah says that he has been shown by the Lord what will happen. The principle of chapter 4 is, "who will despise the day of small things"? 
To the outside world, a small room with people in it studying the Bible, your Bible school, is nothing, it is a small thing, but if we are obedient in our study, the "small thing" can change the world. In verse 10 the old timers were saying that they had seen Solomon's Temple and the Second Temple was nothing compared with the first. Do not be discouraged, the message is, because Messiah will in fact visit this little house and he never came to the big one.  Herod beautified it but it was the same house.

DOCTRINES
ZECHARIAH – VISIONARY 

CYRUS – THE PERSIAN SHEPHERD

ATTITUDE

CHAPTER 1

ZECHARIAH 1:1-6

1  In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, 2  The LORD hath been sore displeased with your fathers. 3  Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. 4  Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets have cried, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the LORD. 5  Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live for ever? 6  But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not take hold of your fathers? and they returned and said, Like as the LORD of hosts thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and according to our doings, so hath he dealt with us.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying,
The date of this prophecy is in October 520 BC. The first word of the Lord was addressed to the prophet Zechariah in the eighth month of the second year of the reign of Darius, and therefore about two months after Haggai's first prophecy and the commencement of the rebuilding of the temple, which that prophecy was intended to promote and after Haggai's prophecy of the great glory which the new temple would receive (Haggai 2:1-9). 

The lineage of Zechariah is seen here. In the verse it could be understood that Iddo was the prophet but it is Zechariah who is both prophet and priest as Iddo is from the priestly line but not a prophet.
2  The LORD hath been sore displeased with your fathers. 3  Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. 4  Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets have cried, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the LORD. 
The word translated “sore displeased” literally is angry with a great anger. God has been very angry with the previous generation which went into captivity The nation had experienced the severe anger of God at the destruction of the kingdom of Judah, and of Jerusalem and the temple, and also in exile.
“Turn ye” means to turn or repent. God is pleading with them to repent or turn to God and he will turn to them. God is seen here to have a plan for the Jews even though they have been under maximum discipline for constantly turning away from Him. 

He commands them not to be like their ancestors to whom former prophets had ministered but they had not responded to the prophet’s call.
It is of interest that the “earlier prophets” are those before the captivity pointing to the fact that there was a gap between Zechariah and his predecessors, namely the period of the exile, so that Daniel and Ezekiel, who lived in exile and are overlooked. This is because Daniel’s main ministry is not addressed to the common people while the greater part of Ezekiel’s ministry fell in the very commencement of the exile. 

God calls to the generation he is addressing through Zechariah to turn from their evil ways and deeds and to listen to Him. The previous generation’s attitude could be represented by the following example. “The statutes of Omri were diligently kept, and all the works of the house of Ahab were followed, and ye walked in their counsels that I should make thee a desolation”.  Micah 6:16a. “They turned back and were treacherous like their forefathers; they turned themselves like a deceitful bow”.  Psalm 78:57.   This is God’s summary of the history of Israel. 

To some extent they had turned to God, for whose sake they had returned to their land; and again when, after some time have resumed the building of the temple.

God had said, “I am with you”. Haggai 1:13.  But there needed yet a more inward, more complete turning. God promises if that occurs an even closer presence. This is reflected by James 4:8. “Draw nigh to God and He will draw nigh to you”. 

The life of the prophet Hosea is also seen as an example of God’s relation with Israel where even though Gomer his wife was unfaithful Hosea still loved her and eventually bought her back from the slave market and restored her. 
5  Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live for ever? 6  But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not take hold of your fathers? and they returned and said, Like as the LORD of hosts thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and according to our doings, so hath he dealt with us.

In verse 5 God asks do the prophets live forever. The answer is “yes”, they do live forever as they have been born again. Where are your fathers? If they have believed in the provision of God they are also living forever. Both are on the basis of grace. 
However the fathers accepted the Lord but failed to get any knowledge. This does not means that they are excluded from heaven it just means that they have wasted their lives as believers on the earth.
In verse 6 we see that God keeps His word. The word ”but” in the Hebrew should be translated “nevertheless”. Words are general Scripture, while statutes are categories of Scripture.
Did they not take hold of or overtake your fathers. They had been warned about dispersion through the Lord’s servants and prophets and it overtook them. God says, “I kept my word and it happened”.
They were warned through Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and others. 
The word “returned” means to turn, return, or repent. God has dealt with them. These people are a generation past slavery and God says to them, “do not walk back into it”.

APPLICATION

We need to ensure that we confess our sins to God so that the fellowship we can enjoy with Him can be restored. God will not coerce man’s free will.
Even if we have failed on a number of occasions, or find ourselves at this time in a state of failure as we are still alive this promise of God that if we will repent and return to Him he will turn to us still remains.

Those who have turned to God need ever to turn more into the centre of the narrow way. As the soul opens itself more to God, God, whose fellowship with us is hindered by our closing the door of our hearts against Him, enters more into it. “If a man love Me, he will keep My words, and My Father will love him, and We will come unto him, and make Our abode with him”. John 14:23.
Failure to study the Word of God and apply it as a believer is the spiritual equivalent of starving yourself to death.

God wishes us to have great blessing in this life. He will continue to warn us of forthcoming disaster and what he predicts will come to pass. We need to heed the Word of God.

God keeps His Word even though man may not.  2 Timothy 2:12-13.
DOCTRINES

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - FREEWILL

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

BIBLE:  BIBLE AND THE BELIEVER

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ETERNAL SECURITY

ZECHARIAH 1:7-11

7  Upon the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Sebat, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, 8  I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood among the myrtle trees that were in the bottom; and behind him were there red horses, speckled, and white. 9  Then said I, O my lord, what are these? And the angel that talked with me said unto me, I will shew thee what these be. 10  And the man that stood among the myrtle trees answered and said, These are they whom the LORD hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth. 11  And they answered the angel of the LORD that stood among the myrtle trees, and said, We have walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest. 

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

7  Upon the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Sebat, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, 
The time of the vision is 24th February 520 BC which was exactly five months after the building of the temple was resumed and two months after Haggai’s last prophecy.
The lineage of Zechariah is given showing that Zechariah himself was a priest. From the English it would appear that his grandfather Iddo was a prophet but in fact it is Zechariah who has both the office of prophet and priest.
8  I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood among the myrtle trees that were in the bottom; and behind him were there red horses, speckled, and white. 9  Then said I, O my lord, what are these? And the angel that talked with me said unto me, I will shew thee what these be. 10  And the man that stood among the myrtle trees answered and said, These are they whom the LORD hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth. 11  And they answered the angel of the LORD that stood among the myrtle trees, and said, We have walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest.
Here we see the first of three visions in this chapter the man on a red horse standing among the myrtle trees with different types of horses standing behind him. In verse 11 we see that the man is the Angel of Jehovah or a pre-incarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The red horse identifies the Lord Jesus Christ as the Saviour. It is analogous to sin being poured out on him and judged 2 Corinthians 5:21. It shows not only salvation, but the level of killings that will occur at the Second Advent of Christ.

The myrtle tree is the indigenous shrub of Palestine. The Angel of the Lord is therefore identified with the nation Israel during a time of great pressure. It reminds one of verse 4 of the 23rd Psalm where it states,  “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.”
The troops of horses behind the Lord are the red, the speckled, and the white. In cavalry terms the red troop are the sorrel troop, the speckled are the bay troop and the white troop would be called the greys.
The sorrel horse is a reddish brown horse and has a red mane and a red tail. The sorrel troop is a troop of slaughterer’s. These are responsible for the slaughter of the invading armies who come up against Israel both historically and prophetically. 
God has his sorrel troop, which removes people or groups of people, such as resolving the Sennacherib invasion of Judah, where in one night 185,000 Assyrians were killed and Sennacherib retired from his siege of Jerusalem. The Lord in the future will come at the height of the Armageddon campaign to destroy the armies who are attempting to eliminate the Jews.
The Bay troop have a brown body and a black mane and tail. These are the separators who are described in Matthew 13. They separate the wheat from the tares. This is the group which separates the believer from the unbeliever on the return of Christ as described in the separation of the sheep and the goats.

The white horse troop are the greys. The white horse represents victory as seen in Revelation 19 where the Lord Jesus Christ is riding a white horse at the Second Coming. 

In verse 10 we see that there has been a reconnaissance and it is reported that the earth is at peace. The word for walk to and fro is in the infinitive mood showing that it was the purpose of the reconnaissance group to survey the world and they are reporting back on their work.

This is at the commencement of the Persian Empire commenced by Cyrus who was stated in Isaiah to be a shepherd. He and a number of rulers which succeeded him were pro Semitic and under their rule the Jews had an era of prosperity for nearly 200 years at the end of which the Persian Empire had declined to a degenerate stage and was superseded by the Greek Empire under Alexander the Great.

It is very important that the world is at rest because from this time in 520 BC until the time of Nehemiah in 445 BC the temple will be rebuilt but there will be no walls around Jerusalem to protect the Jews from enemies. They have however their priority right in building the Temple and relying on the Lord for protection.

APPLICATION

God is in control of history. He will always protect Israel as they are before him in the Plan of God and anyone who tries to harm them other than in His plan are going to be dealt with severely.
God disciplines Israel but Israel has a centre piece future in the plan of God not only in the Tribulation which finalises their period of responsibility for spreading the word of God but also in the Millennium where God fulfils the unconditional covenant with Israel.

Victory is not something that we do, it is something which Christ does. The victorious life is what God the Father planned for you and is based on what Christ did at the Cross, and the provisions of the Holy Spirit in our day to day lives.

The Bible often interprets itself. Zechariah seeking guidance from his superiors is given an interpretation. We if we seek explanations from the Bible will be given guidance often by reading the text in context.

We need to ensure that our priorities are right putting service for the Lord as the priority for our life and trusting him for the details of life. This does not mean that we sit around and wait for provision but that we have the correct order in the priorities for our life.

Angels are used by God to control leaders of civilisations who may be under demon influence. c.f. Adolf Hitler  It was noted that the angel who taught Daniel was delayed by the demonic activity in the court of Persia Daniel 10:12-14. The work of angels are used that God’s will is accomplished in history. 
We as Christians wrestle against demons [Greek “kosmocrator” – world rulers] as seen in Ephesians 6:12 and therefore need to ensure that our armour is fully on.

DOCTRINES

CHRIST - ANGEL OF JEHOVAH

ISRAEL

CHRISTIAN LIFE - PRIORITIES 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRIORITIES - CROSS – TAKING UP YOUR CROSS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRIORITIES - HATE YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER

ANGELS:  SATAN AND SATANIC ATTACK

ANGELS:  SATANIC ATTACK ON BELIEVERS

ZECHARIAH 1:12-17

12  Then the angel of the LORD answered and said, O LORD of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years? 13  And the LORD answered the angel that talked with me with good words and comfortable words. 14  So the angel that communed with me said unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy. 15  And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was but a little displeased, and they helped forward the affliction. 16  Therefore thus saith the LORD; I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it, saith the LORD of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem. 17  Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad; and the LORD shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

12  Then the angel of the LORD answered and said, O LORD of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years? 13  And the LORD answered the angel that talked with me with good words and comfortable words. 14  So the angel that communed with me said unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy. 15  And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was but a little displeased, and they helped forward the affliction. 16  Therefore thus saith the LORD; I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it, saith the LORD of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem. 17  Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad; and the LORD shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem.

In verses 12 and 13 Jesus Christ prays for the Jews to God the Father. He asks God the Father how long will he still disciplining Jerusalem and the Jews since He has been angry with them for seventy years. The Jews have been in dispersion from the Land for that period and now everything is in order to go to a new stage with the construction of the Temple. [See the section on the overlapping period of judgments for the Jews on page 4 above.] The answer that was received deals with good words, which relate to the plan of God, and comfortable or consoling words, words of encouragement for them.
Zechariah is told to preach and proclaim the fact that the desire of God is to be zealous rather than jealous for Jerusalem and Zion. The word jealous implies a mental attitude sin which of course is not possible with God so the Hebrew word Qana can be rendered zealous, an intense desire for His plan for the nation Israel to go ahead after the Babylonian captivity.
In verse 15 we see that God is angry with the Chaldeans who had inflicted the fifth cycle of discipline or dispersion of the Jews from the land. They had been used by God as an instrument, but they could not take the responsibility of the authority given to them and had become evil. They had been responsible for discipline of the Jews but had over done their actions and had become arrogant and had ceased to recognise their actions as that coming from God. 
In verse 16 the restoration of Israel requires the rebuilding of the Temple itself. The temple will be rebuilt and once that has been done the dispersion of the Jews will be over. In future times there will be a surveyor’s line and walls about Jerusalem.

The future of Israel is from verse 17 where Zechariah is told to preach some more and tell the Jews of this coming golden age where cities will be built and abound indicating great blessing and prosperity as well as future glory for Jerusalem. We notice that the city of Jerusalem is still firmly in the focus of the Lord and that this city will feature in the reign of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Millennium.

APPLICATION

God is in control and he appoints and judges nations on their activity within His plan. He can use heathen nations to discipline those nations including Israel who have departed from the truth.
Jerusalem and the Jews have a critical part to play in the Plan of God, and nothing is going to be able to thwart this plan. Even though circumstances look poor we know that God is in control, and irrespective of what people can attempt to do God’s plan will be fulfilled in detail.

DOCTRINES

ISRAEL - NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE

GOD:  PLAN OF GOD

GOD:  COMFORT FOR BELIEVERS

JERUSALEM

DISPENSATION OF THE MILLENNIUM

ANTI-SEMITISM

CHURCH AND ISRAEL

ZION

ZECHARIAH 1:18-21

18  Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four horns. 19  And I said unto the angel that talked with me, What be these? And he answered me, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. 20  And the LORD shewed me four carpenters. 21  Then said I, What come these to do? And he spake, saying, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, so that no man did lift up his head: but these are come to fray them, to cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

18  Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four horns. 19  And I said unto the angel that talked with me, What be these? And he answered me, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. 

In this section we have four horns and four artisans. The artisan is called a carpenter in the King James Version but these artisans have the job of removing or counteracting the horns and are therefore horn cutters rather than carpenters.
The horn which are mentioned in verses 18 and 19 is always taken as an image of strength, and mostly of pride also, as David said to some, “I said unto the fools, Deal not so foolishly, and to the ungodly, Lift not up the horns. Lift not up your horns on high and speak not with a stiff neck”.   Psalm 75:4.
The horn therefore relates to power as seen in Daniel 8:3-7.  “3  Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a ram which had two horns: and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher came up last.  4  I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward; so that no beasts might stand before him, neither was there any that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and became great.  5  And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the  face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a  notable horn between his eyes. 6  And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power.  7  And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and  stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand.  8  Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven.”
Here the ram with two horns represents the Medio Persian Empire with the Persian horn being more powerful than the Median one. In verse 5 Alexander the Great is seen as the power from the west as the goat with a notable horn between its eyes who at the height of his power is eliminated as seen inn verse 8 and four horns, the generals who succeeded Alexander come up and carve his empire up.
The other famous horns are those of the end time when the ten leaders of a one world government give their allegiance to the world ruler. This appears in Daniel 7:20-22,  “And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up, and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows.  21  I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them;  22  Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.”
Notice that the termination of the world leader is undertaken by the Lord coming back to set up the Millennium which is again noted in Revelation 17:12-14, “And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.  13  These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.  14  These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.”
In verse 19 the teacher now identifies the horns as those which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. The first horn is Assyria which in 721 BC deported the Northern Kingdom of Israel into captivity, the second was the Babylonian or Chaldean Empire which deported the southern Kingdom of Judah into captivity in 586 BC, the third are the Romans which dispersed the Jews in 70 AD, while the fourth will be the world empire of the Antichrist which is at the point of dispersing the Jews for another time when the Lord Jesus Christ intervenes at His Second Advent.
20  And the LORD shewed me four carpenters. 21  Then said I, What come these to do? And he spake, saying, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, so that no man did lift up his head: but these are come to fray them, to cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it.

In these verses we see the horn cutters which counter those who disperse the Jews. 

The first horn the Assyrians were cut off by the Babylonians in 612 BC, where in conjunction with the Medes and Scythians, Nabopolassar the father of Nebuchadnezzar crushed the Assyrians at the height of their power.
The second horn the Babylonians were themselves cut off by the Medio Persian Empire under Cyrus the Great in 538 BC, with the judgment of the Writing on the Wall incident involving Belshazzer in Daniel chapter 5. 
The third horn the Romans who sent the Jews into dispersion in 70 AD, were cut off by the Goths after their Empire had provided some security for the spread of the Gospel. 

The fourth and final horn is the attempted world wide empire of the Tribulation which replaces the services in the new Temple with worship of the Antichrist, with the erection of the Abomination of Desolation. This is a prelude to attempting to disperse or kill all the surviving Jewish people. This horn is cut off with the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ as seen in Daniel 2:36-45, 7:7-14, 15-28, 8:9-14, 23-27, 9:25-27, 11:29-45, Revelation 19:19-21.

Revelation 19:19-21.  “And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.  20  And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21  And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.”
We note that the horns that tear and abuse Israel are all Gentiles - Assyria, Babylonia, Rome and the Anti-Christ’s so called “One World Empire” – although he doesn't get control of the whole world – Daniel 11:40-45.
APPLICATION

It is seen that there is a general trend towards decadence in the history of nations. A group that rise due to morality or vigour to become an empire over time will tend to degenerate into an arrogant or amoral/immoral society which is consequently judged by God.
Judgment often comes as an unexpected tragedy to these groups, who have arrogantly believed that they are invincible and no one can touch or destroy them. God’s intervention means man by man’s efforts are not secure and arrogance will be judged especially if that arrogance is directed towards God.
DOCTRINES

NEBUCHADNEZZAR - PRIDE

ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION

KINGDOM:  MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

CHAPTER 2

ZECHARIAH 2:1-5

1  I lifted up mine eyes again, and looked, and behold a man with a measuring line in his hand. 2  Then said I, Whither goest thou? And he said unto me, To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof. 3  And, behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and another angel went out to meet him, 4  And said unto him, Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein: 5  For I, saith the LORD, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her. 

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  I lifted up mine eyes again, and looked, and behold a man with a measuring line in his hand. 2  Then said I, Whither goest thou? And he said unto me, To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof. 

In the Scriptures measurements especially regarding Jerusalem occur such as the measuring of the temple in Revelation 11:1-2.  “And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein.  2  But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.”  Again it should be noted that the Gentiles are involved and “pollute” the Temple site at the time of the end. 

In verses 1 and 2 Jesus Christ is the surveyor/assessor. The man with the measuring line shows that God is intimately interested in Israel and specifically Jerusalem. God had made unconditional covenants with Israel. This passage shows that after 70 years of captivity, new life is being prepared for the people with the surveyors going out to survey Jerusalem. This shows that Israel has a future even though they are under divine discipline from time to time.
At the time of Zechariah there are no walls around Jerusalem and there will be no walls until 445 BC. Jerusalem will go for many years without walls and without one shot fired in their direction as they are protected by a wall of fire.  2 Kings 6:17.  This is specific divine protection based on application of the Scriptures to a situation.

In verse 2 the measuring of Jerusalem is for the purpose of measuring for the walls for construction purposes. The walls will be constructed by Nehemiah in the mid 4th century BC.

3  And, behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and another angel went out to meet him, 4  And said unto him, Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein: 5  For I, saith the LORD, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her.
In verse 3 we have two angels, the first being an interpreting angel, the second one who comes out to meet him is a messenger from God. This angel gives additional information from the Lord himself.

Commonly in prophecy there are two fulfilments, the prophet was to advise the people of his day who were hearing him but often there was a longer term fulfilment. An example of this was the early fulfilment of the giving of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 on “all flesh”, all 120 of them, and then the giving of the Holy Spirit to all people at the start of the Millennium.

The Lord will restore Jerusalem in a similar way to the Lord protecting the Jews at the Second Advent when Jerusalem is almost destroyed.

In verse 4 we note that Zechariah is a young man showing that you do not need to be old in years to be able to serve the Lord in an important way. It is not the man it is the message but it is also the maturity of the person and not their physical age which is important.

He is told that Jerusalem will be inhabited without walls, showing protection. This only occurs twice as a sign of prosperity, once historically at the time of Zechariah and Nehemiah and secondly during the 1000 year reign of the Lord Jesus Christ in the Millennium. Both of these periods are those of maximum Bible doctrine in the land. 

Prosperity is shown by a multitude of cattle, which is a symbol of prosperity in an agricultural economy. Combined with that is a population explosion in the region. The word towns means that there are going to be many suburbs, Jerusalem will expand.

In verse 5 God tells them that he is going to be a wall of fire for Jerusalem. They were safe in Jerusalem. There were however many who disobeyed and stayed in Babylon, and so were not under the “wall of fire” principle. 
We will see further of this in chapter 4 where three hear the message. In 516 BC Babylon revolted and Darius went down and defeated them killing many including Jews who thought themselves safe by the city’s physical walls.  There is no safety outside the “walls of fire” that God provides.  2 Kings 2:11, 6:17, Psalm 68:20, 115:16, Jeremiah 15:1, 24:4-7.
APPLICATION

God looks after his own even though he also disciplines them if they are rebellious. In Hebrews we are told that whom He loves he chastises as sons in order to bring them back into a position of blessing because out of fellowship we cannot receive blessing.
God protects nations and individuals. With the individual believer the greatest national entity cannot remove you before your time of removal, nor can the greatest surgeons keep you here once your work for the Lord has been completed.

In the case of the nation Israel, God’s protection centres on the number of believers who are active in the Word of God, who are acting as the salt of the earth. Matthew 5:13. However when a client nation becomes degenerate they are disciplined often by heathen nations. 

We need to get our priorities right by putting God first in our lives rather than our own personal ambitions, just as the Jews had to build the Temple first, and all the other things came along as a result.  Matthew 6:33.  “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”

The principle is the battle is the Lord’s. 1 Samuel 17:47, Psalm 55:22, Ecclesiastes 9:11.  If you have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ you belong to him and he is responsible for you. A promise is no stronger than a person who makes the promise. We are perfectly safe because of the one who makes the promise is perfect and his promises are therefore sure. 

Where are we as believers, are we in Jerusalem safe and being protected by the wall of fire or are we in Babylon protected by physical walls but in an unsafe situation? Are we in fellowship with the Lord in Jerusalem or out of fellowship in Babylon?

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE – BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS

COVENANTS

COVENANT:  PALESTINIAN COVENANT

COVENANT:  DAVIDIC COVENANT

SALT

GOD - SHEKINAH GLORY

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

ZECHARIAH 2:6-9

6  Ho, ho, come forth, and flee from the land of the north, saith the LORD: for I have spread you abroad as the four winds of the heaven, saith the LORD. 7  Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon. 8  For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. 9  For, behold, I will shake mine hand upon them, and they shall be a spoil to their servants: and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

6  Ho, ho, come forth, and flee from the land of the north, saith the LORD: for I have spread you abroad as the four winds of the heaven, saith the LORD. 7  Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon. 8  For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. 9  For, behold, I will shake mine hand upon them, and they shall be a spoil to their servants: and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me.

This section deals with those who are not back in the Land. The passage starts with Ho Ho which is the equivalent of an officer giving orders to troops. It is saying take notice of this. It is a military phrase to move these people out of Babylon. It is in the imperative mood which means it is an order.

It says to flee from the land of the north. This may seem to be incorrect because Babylon is not north of Jerusalem but because of the desert which separates Babylon from Jerusalem one in the ancient world had to travel to the north from Babylon before travelling south to Jerusalem. 

The author as a young man travelled across from Jerusalem to Baghdad near Babylon following the sealed roads near the oil pipe line across the desert and can vouch for the inhospitable nature of the country if one tried to cross directly without a motor vehicle.
“Spreading abroad” deals with the dispersion of the Jews by God using Nebuchadnezzar of Chaldea while deliver thyself is targeted towards the Jewish remnant which has not followed the command to go back to Jerusalem and has stayed in Babylon. 

Deliver thyself is a niphal imperative of malat meaning to deliver or rescue. The niphal stem is passive so the order is to receive deliverance by leaving Babylon. The deliverance is by God through grace, but is to be received through obedience to God’s clear instructions. Many people get the idea that they should wait around for God to do something, sitting on a park bench until a job falls into their laps. Deliverance is there but they have to obey the Lord’s commands and walk in his paths for them, and utilise all provided resources. If you do not have your security behind the “wall of fire” of God’s plan for you, then you have no security. They have to remove themselves from the city of Babylon.

Within a couple of years of being told this, disaster struck Babylon, which had revolted against the Medio Persian empire resulting in Darius sacking the city and putting many of the people, including resident Jews to the sword. The Jews who rejected this message got caught. In 518 BC the remnant of the aristocracy of the old Babylonian Empire is going to be wiped out never to rise again.
After this there is going to be a reckoning and the Lord is going to go to the nations and destroy them. Because they had been arrogant with the Jews God was going to give them extra discipline. He said that he who touches you touches the pupil of my eye. Deuteronomy 22:10, Zechariah 2:8. The word translated apple is in fact pupil and means that the Lord has the Jews in his attentive focus. The word pupil was changed to apple by the rabbis.
In verse 9 we have the principle of God punishing anti Semitism with the conquerors becoming the conquered, and they will all eventually recognise that God has sent Jesus Christ.  Zechariah 12:10ff.
APPLICATION

It is of the greatest importance for the Christian to be in the correct geographical position as far as the Plan of God is concerned. In the author’s experience the choice has had to be made from time to time to proceed on missions which from a human point of view was a far more hazardous thing to do than to stay at home in what one would see as a safe environment. One of these included going to a location where most of the missionaries were apparently going in the opposite direction due to bombs going off and threats of terror. Here I was asked, “why did you come?” I answered I had come because the Lord had guided me to do so. The mission was successful and I was protected.
Those who stayed behind in Babylon could be compared with Lot who was so involved with the world and its apparent riches that he escaped with nothing while those going to Jerusalem could be compared with Noah who followed God’s instructions amid ridicule and gained everything.

We need to remember that we have an active role to undertake in the Plan for our life, and our role with interaction with others. We do not wait around for work to be put in our lap neither do we go so rapidly ahead that we get ahead of the plan. In the case of the college there has been a series of steps, study, missions, writing of books and the opening up of learning centres which have followed one after another over a period of 20+ years.

It is the height of foolishness to become anti Semitic because even though the Jews are out under dispersion due to discipline from God they are still in the centre of the focus of the Lord’s eyes and those who discipline them without the sanction of God will themselves be disciplined by God.
DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  WALKING AND LIVING IN THE LIGHT

GOD:  DIVINE GUIDANCE:  THE WILL OF GOD

LOT - CARNALITY

NOAH - OBEDIENCE

WORLD

WORLDLINESS

ZECHARIAH 2:10-13

10  Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the LORD. 11  And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto thee. 12  And the LORD shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem again. 13  Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD: for he is raised up out of his holy habitation.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

10  Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the LORD. 11  And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto thee. 12  And the LORD shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem again. 13  Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD: for he is raised up out of his holy habitation.

In verse 10 “sing and rejoice” is literally shout and rejoice. The word for rejoice, Samach, is one of outward happiness. This passage deals with the Second Advent and the setting up of the Millennial Reign of Christ. 

It is clear that He is going to come back and live among His people. During the 1000 years there will be perfect environment. There will be a lack of sickness, death, poverty, injustice, and environmental catastrophes and yet at the end of this period unbelievers who have been born to the believers who commence this period will revolt against the Lord under the leadership of Satan.
In verse 11 the phrase “many nations” could also be translated “many Gentiles” as the word “goy” covers both. In any case the Nations or Gentiles are believers who have a relationship with the Lord. They survive the Baptism of Fire at the end of the Tribulation.

In these verses it is seen that Jesus Christ is going to dwell or have His habitation among His people and fulfil to the Jews the so far unfulfilled promises to them. He is going to choose Jerusalem again which indicates the termination of the dispersion or 5th cycle of discipline.

The phrase “Be silent” in verse 13 “Hasah” is in the Pihel imperative. This deals with the concentration ordered on learning the truths or doctrines of the Lord. The Pihel stem is an intensive stem and the imperative mood is a command. It demands concentration. They are commanded to learn and apply the doctrines of God. The Plan of God calls for a worship response before the Lord

APPLICATION

The Millennial reign of the Lord Jesus Christ is a literal one thousand year reign on this earth where the Lord will return as the King of the Jews to fulfil the Davidic and Palestinian covenants.
Perfect environment whilst desirable is not the answer to man’s problems as demonstrated by the revolt at the end of the Millennium. Perfect environment is not required, regeneration is.

It is noted that the end of the dispersion or 5th cycle of discipline relates to the provision of a Temple or the presence of Christ on the earth as the period of desolations was not complete until 516 BC even though there were Jews back in the land. In a  similar manner while there are a significant number of Jews back in the land at the present time the Jews are still under the 5th cycle of discipline and will remain so until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Part of the legitimate worship of the Lord is to learn, understand and apply doctrine to our lives. We are told to be silent before the Lord.  Psalm 27:14, 37:1-11, Isaiah 26:3-4, 30:18, 40:31. 

DOCTRINES

HAPPINESS:  HAPPINESS AND EXPERIMENTS IN ECCLESIASTES

JUDGMENT:  BAPTISM OF FIRE

DISPENSATIONS: THE TRIBULATION OR THE TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE

SALVATION:  REGENERATION:  BORN AGAIN

CHAPTER 3

ZECHARIAH 3:1-5
1  And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. 2  And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 3  Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel. 4  And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment. 5  And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD stood by. 

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. 2  And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 3  Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel. 4  And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment. 5  And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD stood by. 

After the end of the captivity in Babylon the Jews had three areas of leadership, the political leadership of Zerubbabel who was descended from David, the prophets Zechariah and Haggai, and the priestly leadership with Joshua the High Priest from the tribe of Levi.
This chapter deals with Joshua the High Priest and the priesthood. There were 13 tribes in Israel with the two sons of Joseph receiving full tribe status. Of these tribes one, the tribe of Levi was chosen to be the priestly tribe. 

Because of his very cruel attitude Levi was put under a curse that he would never inherit the Land, yet cursing became blessing. In Number 16:5ff they had to be chosen by God to serve forever, with Aaron as the first high priest.
Moses may have been scheduled to be the High Priest but he had not circumcised his sons and because of this rejection of the Word of God, God put him under the sin unto death. Moses had no Jewish lineage but Aaron had four sons two of whom became the forefathers of the Levitical priesthood. 
In verse 1 Zechariah is shown the high priest Joshua. Here he is standing before the altar before the Angel of Jehovah with Satan challenging his right to be able to function as a High Priest. The phrase “to resist” is the Hebrew word Satan and means to accuse him. Literally Satan was at His right hand to “satan/resist” him. 

The word “resist” is in the infinitive mood which indicates that it was Satan’s purpose to accuse Joshua. He points out that Joshua has committed personal sins and as such is not eligible to act as the High Priest of Israel. Hosea 6:9, Micah 3:11, Jeremiah 5:31

Satan’s aim is to try and show that the priesthood had no right to function and thwart the Plan of God by doing so. By implication if he cannot function then the construction of the Temple should stop.
However Satan’s challenge is rejected and he is told that God has selected Jerusalem and that Joshua is a person who is a believer. He is no longer under eternal judgment. He is a brand plucked from the burning. Joshua has passed the point of propitiation using the grace of God. By choosing Jerusalem it implies that God’s dispersion of the Jews is now over and it is His will that a Temple in Jerusalem will function. 

However Joshua has a problem as in God’s sight his white robes portraying symbolically the righteousness of God is covered in excrement. He therefore is not presentable for service as there are items in his life which need cleaning up. In this condition he was in no condition to be able to serve the Lord so Satan had quite a powerful case to propose.
The fact that Joshua’s white robes are covered in excrement is evidence that his life has been sinful and there has been no confession of sin for cleansing 1 John 1:9. In verse 4 however his filthy garments are taken from him and Joshua becomes clothed in white linen showing he is now eligible for service. 

The removal of the polluted garments is seen as a sign that the iniquity or condemnation because of sins has now been taken away from Joshua and he is now in a condition where he is able to minister for God. He is the recipient of God’s love. It should be noticed that it is God who provides the clean clothes as he forgives because of what the Lord has done on the Cross. 

The word remove in relation to the clothes in verse 4 is in the hithpahel stem which is causative meaning cause them to be removed whilst the removal of the iniquity is in the perfect tense meaning it has been completely removed. Adam and Eve after the fall put on fig leaves to clothe themselves but it was not a solution, it was human good which is filthy rags the sight of God. They had become humanly speaking respectable. They had spiritually however filthy garments, on which was sin and evil, and it had to be solved God’s way, with coats of skin (blood shed) provided by God. It continues “I will clothe” which is in the infinitive showing purpose. This is in fact the High Priest’s uniform.
In verse 5 Zechariah gets excited about his cousin getting back into fellowship and said to not forget his hat or high priest’s head dress.
APPLICATION

In our own righteousness none of us are able to stand in front or represent a completely holy God. We are imperfect and God is totally perfect.

At salvation we receive the imputed righteousness of Christ so that we are acceptable to God. As we are in Christ we are loved as much by the Father as he loves His own Son.
It was very important for the spiritual leader to be able to lead the nation before God. As goes Joshua so goes the nation Israel. It is important as believers that we keep short accounts with God.

Satan introduces a false sense of human merit as being able to serve God while Christ introduces His own merit as the means of serving God. The turban or priests hat is now placed on his head and he is clothed with new garments so that He is able to function as the High Priest.
DOCTRINES

PRIESTS:  LEVITICAL PRIESTHOOD

PRIESTS:  PRIESTLY GARMENTS

PRIESTHOOD – COMPARISON OF LEVITICAL AND MELCHIZADEC FORMATS

AARON  - HIGH PRIIEST

ANGELS:  SATAN - ADVERSARY

CIRCUMCISION

SALVATION:  EXPIATION AND PROPITIATION

ZECHARIAH 3:6-10
6  And the angel of the LORD protested unto Joshua, saying, 7  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by. 8  Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH. 9  For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes: behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 10  In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall ye call every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig tree.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

6  And the angel of the LORD protested unto Joshua, saying, 7  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by. 

In verse 6 we have the angel of the Lord “protesting” which means to communicate and is in the hithpahel imperfect, the imperfect tense showing that he kept on communicating.  

In verse 7 the key word is walk. The function of the Levitical Priesthood is to undertake the function of judging as well as leading in the teaching of the Word of God. The Hebrew does not have the same split up with the word “if” as the Greek and is the equivalent of the third class condition maybe yes, maybe no. 

What is being said here is that Joshua as a believer cannot function unless he is in fellowship. This has the concept of faithfulness, consistency and walking with the Lord on a day by day basis. That walking also has the concept of service is shown in the phrase in Isaiah 52:7, “How beautiful are the feet of them that bring good tidings”.  Also refer, Galatians 5:16, 25, Ephesians 5:2, Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonains 2:12.
Joshua is told that if he walks in the ways of the Lord and keeps the doctrines or charge then he will be in the right position to judge Israel and to function as the High Priest and he will be protected.  If he serves in righteousness he will be as the ring upon the finger of God, but if he does not, he is to be judged.  Jeremiah 22:24 – 23:1, Haggai 2:20-23.
8  Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH. 
In verse 8 Joshua and the other priests are challenged to hear and apply what is being said as they are the spiritual leaders of Israel and as such are looked at as special people [wondered at]. They therefore have a critical role to play in the life of the nation.

He now states that He will bring forth his servant the branch. Christ is known as the branch in four ways, which corresponds to the four gospels with a second reference to the Branch, this time, “The man whose name is the Branch in Zechariah 6:12.

The occurrences and relation to the four gospels is now given:  

MATTHEW is the Gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the King of Israel. Jesus is called the BRANCH OF DAVID (Isaiah 11:1, Jeremiah. 23:5, Jeremiah. 33:15) and as such is shown as the coming King of Israel which will be fulfilled in the Millennium.
MARK is the Gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the Suffering Servant. Jesus is called MY SERVANT THE BRANCH (Zechariah. 3:8), which he fulfilled during the incarnation at the first advent. (Isaiah 53)

LUKE is the Gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the Perfect Man. Jesus is called THE MAN WHOSE NAME IS THE BRANCH (Zechariah 6:12) specifically referring to His reign on the earth during the Millennium.

JOHN is the Gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as God. Jesus is called THE BRANCH OF THE LORD (Isaiah 4:2) and refers to Jesus as God with us-Emmanuel. (Isaiah 7:14)

There is also the false branch. At Christmas it is common practice in Europe to kiss under the mistletoe as a form of reconciliation. The mistletoe is a parasite which is called a branch, and is a false parody on the reconciliation provided by the True Branch.  Psalm 2:7-12.
9  For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes: behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 10  In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall ye call every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig tree.

The stone in this passage is the Lord Jesus Christ. He is laid before Joshua so that the High Priest will constantly have the Lord as his focus. The seven eyes here relate to the perfect character of God. Seven is the perfect number and each character is perfect. The seven eyes also represents the Holy Spirit, as seen in reference to the seven spirits before the throne in heaven as seen in Revelation 4:5.
The removal of iniquity from the land is the commencement of the era of great blessing to Israel which will date from the completion of the Temple and result in prosperity as seen in verse 10. 

This like many other prophecies has a dual fulfilment, an historical one in 516 BC with the completion of the Temple and at the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ which will usher in the 1000 year reign of the Lord Jesus Christ on the earth.

The sign of prosperity is given by the presence of the fig tree and the vine and everybody having fellowship in security under these symbols of blessing under an agricultural economy. There will be economic prosperity for nearly 200 years.

APPLICATION

In order to serve the Lord we not only need to be believers but also be walking in fellowship with the Lord. The walk in the Spirit allows for the production of divine good.
Joshua is told to walk in the ways of God. There are many techniques and doctrines involved if we are going to do this. We therefore need to learn, utilise and apply all categories if we are going to be successful.
We are in an unseen battle and it is critical we keep in fellowship, as it is there we are fully protected by the Lord. Even if we are in physical danger when we are doing His will we are in His hands.

We as Christians have a critical role to play in the life of our nation as the salt of the earth. We therefore have a responsibility to the Lord as His representatives in our nations.
Whatever we do in this life Jesus Christ must be first.
DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE WALKING  

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD  
ANGELS:  SATANIC ATTACK ON BELIEVERS 

CHRIST – ROCK –CHRIST AS THE ROCK

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PROSPERITY OF THE CHURCH AGE BELIEVER

CHAPTER 4

ZECHARIAH 4:1-5
1. And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep. 2  And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof: 3  And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof. 4  So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord? 5  Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep. 
The angel who talked with him is the teaching angel. He came again means that he returned showing that the teaching angel had been regularly teaching him. The stem of the verb to wake is a causative one which shows that the angel caused him to be awake. He was exhausted but was awoken so that he could get going again. The teaching angel shakes Zechariah and he gets up.
2  And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof: 3  And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof. 
This is the fifth vision. The teaching angel said what do you see.  Zechariah sees a golden candlestick or lampstand  with two olive trees as well. 

What he sees is the seven stick Jewish candlestick but with a bowl for the oil above it and feeding each individual candlestick. He therefore saw the candlestick with which he would have been familiar but with a rather unusual oil supply system.

The fact that there is individual access to each of the candlesticks is a symbol of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Age of the Jews where a few selected believers were given the Holy Spirit so that they could perform certain tasks.
The lampstand, which was constructed out of a solid piece of gold, was the only light source in the Tabernacle. The central branch represents the Lord Jesus Christ whilst the six other lamps represent man. We are complete in Christ.

In the Church Age we are in union with Christ and therefore the Holy Spirit comes from the candlestick representing the Lord Jesus Christ and from our union with Him the spirit is available to all believers.

In the ancient world they extracted oil from trees and out of fish and used it for lighting. Here we see the two olive trees who are the political and spiritual leaders of Israel, Zerubbabel from the tribe of Judah and Joshua from the priestly line of Levi.  There are to be the lights to their people.  Matthew 5:14-16.
4  So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord? 5  Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. 
Zechariah does not understand what he is seeing and asks the teaching angel what are these. The teaching angel then checks back with him as to his level of understanding and Zechariah confirms that he does not understand it. He recognises that it is of course essential for him to understand it and realises where he is going to get his information from.

APPLICATION

When the body is fatigued the mind does not function as well. When the body demands rest the mind cannot function properly. There has to be a balance between rest and exercise 

In the Church Age we see the fact that six is the number of man and by union with Christ we are made perfect as seven is a perfect number. Also in our age the oil to light the candles comes from a bowl under the central stem showing union with Christ enable the believer to have the ability to do things of eternal worth. Without Christ we can do nothing.

The light comes from the central stem and shows that Jesus Christ is the light of the world John 8:12, 1 John 1:5 It also represents God being revealed to man John 1:18 thus revelation of salvation is available to all. John 14:6.
Each of the six branches had the light which speaks of the believers as witnessing. We therefore have the privilege of taking gospel information and communicating it to the unbeliever so that they might believe in Christ. Ephesians 5:8, Matthew 5:16.
The oil represents the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit sustained the Lord Jesus Christ during His earthly ministry.
The Holy Spirit is essential in the production of divine good, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD”.
There are seven concepts of oil in the scriptures: 

1.
Oil lubricates and therefore abolishes friction. When one is filled with the Holy Spirit we are relaxed and filled with agape love thus providing no impediments to others.

2.
Oil heals wounds.  Luke 10:34. The ministry of the Holy Spirit heals the wounds of heartaches, stress and pressures
3.
Oil provides light and was used as the basic system of lighting in the ancient world. The teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit enlightens us. John 14:26, 16:12-15, 1 Corinthians 2:9-14.
4.
Oil warms the believer with its capacity for love, grace, tenderness and compassion.
5.
Oil invigorates. The athletes in the ancient Olympic games were not allowed to wear anything other than oil. The Holy Spirit invigorates and provides the basis for divine good.

6.
Oil adorns. Oil was used for hair dressing and for various beauty preparations. The Holy Spirit provides the fruit of the spirit which adorns the believer.
7.
Oil is used in polishing and the Holy Spirit removes the rough edges of the carnal life by his ministry.
The wick of the lamp, the believer is the wick. God made the lantern. The wick sets up a partial vacuum and draws the oil out of the bowl.  Once the wick is burnt it destroys the vacuum so that it becomes ineffective so the wick has to be trimmed. In the Tabernacle and Temple the priests would go in and trim the wicks and place this in a golden snuff box. 

This represents the Lord remembering the good works of the to believer. The divine good you produced yesterday should be forgotten but God keeps it in remembrance. We need to live one day at a time. You cannot live on past victories. 

All the divine good you produce will be brought out at the judgment seat of Christ and be the basis of eternal rewards.
One of the great areas of progress in learning occurs when you admit that you do not understand a subject. At that point a teacher is able to clarify matters so that that situation can be remedied. It is essential to be honest about our understanding.

If a person is skilled in one area it does not mean that they are experts in others. For instance great athletes may be asked by the media about political policies to which they may give an answer. Because of their expertise in one area the media erroneously gives weight to their answer in the other area where they may have less knowledge of than the man in the street.

DOCTRINES

LIGHT 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – UNION WITH CHRIST

GOOD WORKS

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY TO JESUS CHRIST

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS

ZECHARIAH 4:6-10
6  Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. 7  Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. 8  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 9  The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. 10  For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
6. Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. 7  Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. 
The teaching angel who does know the whole implication of the vision, now gives Zechariah and us a full explanation of what Zechariah has seen. We see that this is the word of God to Zerubbabel the political leader and not to Joshua the Spiritual leader of Israel.
Zerubbabel is legitimately qualified as the King of the Jews as shown in Matthew 1:12 where he is shown in the direct line of Christ from David. There will not be a King of Israel from Jechoniah onwards until the Lord Jesus Christ takes the position in the Millennium because God cursed the line of Christ.  This is one of the reasons for the Virgin conception or birth of Christ.
The advice to Zerubbabel is that the work cannot be done by might or power but through the Holy Spirit.  The problem confronting Zerubbabel is pictured as a great mountain, which will become a great plain, that is to say the problem will be solved.
It is noted in verse 7 that the problem or mountain is a person or living group of people rather than a physical object. These are items that have been placed in opposition to the plan of God to rebuild the Temple and are satanic in origin.
There are a number of words added in the King James Version of verse 7 which are not there in the original. The actual words occurring are “Who…..thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel……a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone……shoutings,……Grace, grace unto it.  The headstone is the last stone which goes into the Temple in 516 BC  In Ezra chapter 4 and Haggai we have the evaluation of the great mountain.
To get a background on Ezra, we note in Ezra 1 that the book opens in the first year of Cyrus King of Persia. The Lord guides Cyrus to send back people to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. He provides them with the temple vessels which have been rescued from the Chaldean Empire, which he has just defeated.

Some of these vessels had been used by Belshazzer during the drunken orgy on the night of the writing on the wall incident. This was the night of the fall of his empire.  Daniel 5.
The Jews were sent back as an autonomous group to rebuild the temple. The first person who is mentioned as going back is in Ezra 2:2, and involves Zerubbabel, Joshua, and nearly 100 years later Nehemiah.

In Ezra 3:8 work was started, “Now in the second year of their coming unto the house of God at Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the remnant of their brethren the priests and the Levites, and all they that were come out of the captivity unto Jerusalem; and appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to set forward the work of the house of the LORD.”
In Ezra 3:10-11 we see great rejoicing that the foundation of the house of the Lord is completed in 535 BC. This is a dedication of the foundation. When the last block goes into place there is a great shout.

Verse 12 however starts with the word “but” contrasting this shout of joy with sorrow Ezra 3:12-13,  “But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for joy:  13  So that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off.”
Here the old people who had been captured as youngsters, and had survived the period of captivity, on observing the foundations realised that the new Temple was very much smaller than Solomon’s original, and so one wept aloud as the new structure was seen to be hugely inferior. 

The inhabitants of the land, the Samaritans, standing afar off were confused by the noise with the combination of shouts of joy and great weeping heard at a distance. They do not discern that there is division among the Jews who have arrived from Chaldea.
In Ezra chapter 4 the Samaritans and those who were against the Jews came to Zerubbabel and Joshua and said that on the basis that they worship the same god they could help the Jews constructing the Temple. Zerubbabel rejected this approach. 

As a result the opposition went to the new King of Persia who had followed Cyrus, who was anti Semitic, and so the critics were successful in stopping further building at the site, until the second year of the reign of Darius in 520BC. This was part of the “mountain” that had to be moved.

The restarting of the building of the Temple and the situation for those who have returned is seen in Haggai 1:1-6,  “In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, saying,  2  Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time that the LORD's house should be built.  3  Then came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying,  4  Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste?  5  Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways.  6  Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.”
This passage dates from 520 BC and is again to both the political and spiritual leaders of Israel. Israel during the years have built comfortable homes for themselves and say that the time is not right yet for us to build the Temple, which is still in foundational form. 
They themselves are comfortable in their houses and know that if construction recommences the Gentiles are going to react against them by again trying to stop them building.  They don't want the hjassle and trouble that rebuilding will provoke from the Samaritans and even amongst their own people.
Haggai however gives God’s perspective and says that this is not so, rather it is time to get back on the job and they should consider this. If the people are to get going it must start with the leadership. 

The prosperity in the land at this time was meagre, and true blessing from the Lord for the nation is not going to occur until the Temple is completed.
Their positive response is given in Haggai 1:12-14, “Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him, and the people did fear before the LORD.  13  Then spake Haggai the LORD's messenger in the LORD's message unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith the LORD.  14  And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their God,”

Zerubbabel and Joshua and a remnant of the people respond positively to the Lord and the work on the Temple recommences after a gap of 16 years in 520 BC. The Lord will protect them and the mountain is made a plain.
The final act of the building is to put in position the gable stone or headstone. The placing of this will be accompanied with great celebration and joy with shouts of Grace, Grace unto it.

There were two critical points in the construction of the Temple with celebrations at the laying of the cornerstone to mark the construction of the foundation and the capstone to complete the building of the Temple.

With the Temple completed economic prosperity commenced for the Jews, and they will have a golden age from this period to the death of Alexander the Great in 323 BC.
8  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 9  The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. 10  For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth.
Here there is encouragement for Zerubbabel where the Lord says that he has laid the foundation stone and will place the gable stone in position, which will happen some 4 years after this prophecy. 

This generation will succeed with their situation going from failure to success in 14 years, which is in contrast with the Exodus generation, who failed, and by their reaction to the report of the spies from their visit to the Land, continued to fail, and so all, with the exception of another Joshua and Caleb died in the desert, free but not enjoying the benefit of the prosperity of the Land due to unbelief.  Hebrews 3:7 – 4:10.
As a result of the completion of the Temple and Zerubbabel being there to place in position the headstone the prophecy of the Lord and his protection of the builders is fully vindicated and they know it is the work of God and that Zechariah is a true prophet from God. The word “Know” in verse 9 is in the kal perfect the perfect tense of the verb showing that once you have known this you will never forget it. 

The concept of “the day of small things” reverts back to the whole of the plan of God, and the construction of the Temple is a matter of grace within the plan. The Temple, which like the Tabernacle which predated it, speaks of the character and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore brings great glory and honour to God. It is high on God’s priority list for reconstruction.

It is however interesting that the timing of the completion of the Temple in 516 BC some 70 years from the destruction of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC conformed with the 70 years of Desolations [see overlapping periods of 70 years on page 4].  Thus we have 70 years for political desolation, 605 – 535, and 70 years for spiritual/religious desolation, 586 – 516 BC.  
In verse 10 we see the removal of the mountain and opposition to the building based on the Holy Character of God as seen in the seven eyes. The word “with” does not occur in verse 10, it should be “and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel ……those seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth”.  

The building of the Temple project was protected by God, and all the negative attempts to disrupt or prevent its construction on time will not succeed, as the Plan of God proceeds on time, and will be fully fulfilled, as God is in control.

APPLICATION

It is impossible for man to do the work of God by human talent or strength. God’s work must be done God’s way through the workings of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

Huge problems that appear before us are opportunities to use the grace of God and His plan to make the mountains into plains which can easily be traversed.

In this present age we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and providing we have no un-confessed sin in our lives we are in a prime position to solve problems in our lives.
The size of a building or the congregation of a church is not important, but the production of the group and their understanding and application of the Word of God to their lives and the resultant production is however critical.
How you handle your failures will determine your spiritual success. There is success in the Christian life with the putting of the priorities of God’s work at the top of your own priority list.

Knowledge and application of prophecy will enhance ones confidence in God and in His word. When we work by grace in God’s plan He gets the credit and glory and we are blessed. Any work the Lord begins, He finishes.
There is no problem which is too great for the Plan of God. The reason we have a Bible available to us is the grace of God. We cannot meet all the problems of life in our own strength, but God has provided for the big and small pressures.

The nation Israel is today back in the land. They live in fairly comfortable conditions, but there has been no activity to build a new temple. The temple will be functioning however, albeit in error during the Tribulation period. There is a parallelism between Israel in the time of Zerubbabel, where the time of desolation or dispersion was not over until the temple was completed even though they were in the land, and today where Israel is back in the land but there is no temple yet.
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ZECHARIAH 4:11-14

11  Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof? 12  And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves? 13  And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. 14  Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the LORD of the whole earth.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

11  Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof? 12  And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves? 13  And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. 14  Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the LORD of the whole earth.
Zechariah now asks the teaching angel what are the two olive trees or branches. These are emptying golden oil out of them. These are Zerubbabel and Joshua and both of them are working and using the doctrines from the Word of God.

The leadership of Israel has become strong and stable with it being based on the Word of God. There is going to be prosperity due to this. These two leaders have been anointed and will be channels of blessing to the Lord’s people. 

It is seen here that these two leaders having been cleansed from sin in the case of Joshua in chapter 3 and motivated for the work of the Lord in the case of Zerubbabel in this chapter are standing by the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ is there for protection and fellowship with the political and spiritual leadership of Israel.

APPLICATION

People in general will try and use details of life, such as money, power, success, friendships, social life, to find happiness in this life, but true happiness can only be obtained through a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Once the relationship with God is established and is made a priority in the life of the believer then items such as money social functions or other details of life can bring happiness through association with the purpose/meaning that Jesus gives to the believer.

As Christians we are designed for happiness in the devil’s world, which is very frustrating for Satan.
It is essential that if we are going to serve God we have a relationship with him through being born from above and having no un-confessed sin in our lives so that the Holy Spirit can minister through us.

It is essential that the believer know doctrine, so they know what God thinks about issues.

Man’s helplessness and hopelessness is taken by God and converted to happiness and dynamic impact through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

Opposition to the Plan of God must be removed by God. We cannot do it in our own strength. 

DOCTRINES

HAPPINESS –

MONEY

CHAPTER 5

ZECHARIAH 5:1-4

1  Then I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a flying roll. 2  And he said unto me, What seest thou? And I answered, I see a flying roll; the length thereof is twenty cubits, and the breadth thereof ten cubits. 3  Then said he unto me, This is the curse that goeth forth over the face of the whole earth: for every one that stealeth shall be cut off as on this side according to it; and every one that sweareth shall be cut off as on that side according to it. 4  I will bring it forth, saith the LORD of hosts, and it shall enter into the house of the thief, and into the house of him that sweareth falsely by my name: and it shall remain in the midst of his house, and shall consume it with the timber thereof and the stones thereof.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  Then I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a flying roll. 2  And he said unto me, What seest thou? And I answered, I see a flying roll; the length thereof is twenty cubits, and the breadth thereof ten cubits. 3  Then said he unto me, This is the curse that goeth forth over the face of the whole earth: for every one that stealeth shall be cut off as on this side according to it; and every one that sweareth shall be cut off as on that side according to it. 4  I will bring it forth, saith the LORD of hosts, and it shall enter into the house of the thief, and into the house of him that sweareth falsely by my name: and it shall remain in the midst of his house, and shall consume it with the timber thereof and the stones thereof.

This is an example why Israel fell apart and went under dispersion again. It originally went into dispersion in 586BC when the Temple was destroyed. They were in captivity until 536 and while some went back to the land many remained in Babylon where they were involved in commercialism. 

These people were succeeding in business but through dishonest business practice. They became so addicted to luxury and comfort that the thought of returning to Jerusalem was not appealing to them. In 520 BC they were warned to move but few did and in 518 BC a revolt in Babylon was put down by the Persians. Many of the Jews that ignored the warning we killed in the suppression of Babylon.   Other rebellions occurred in the 480s and were put down severely.
In 70 AD the Romans will come in and destroy Jerusalem and the Temple as the Jews will have reverted into a religious commercialism with the leadership of the country and many others getting rich illegally. Religion rejected the Lord Jesus Christ, and commercialism didn't want a Saviour, and they are now scattered until the Second Advent of Christ.

In this passage we have the visions of the flying roll or flying scroll. Scrolls in the ancient world were of two types, a papyrus or paper roll and a vellum roll which was made of cured animal skins. 

The word for flying is in the kal active participle. On one side of the scroll is the eighth commandment  while on the other is the third commandment. It is the breaking of these two commandments which form the basis for dishonest practice. The scroll as it flies is partially open, like a flying carpet still curled up at each end. On one side of the roll are the five cycles of discipline as outlined in Leviticus 26 while on the other are the curses which is found in Deuteronomy. The flying scroll represents the Torah or Word of God.

The dimensions of the scroll are given it is twenty cubits long by ten cubits wide so it is a very large scroll. As the cubit is about half a metre the scroll measures 10 metres by 5 metres. These are the same dimensions as the Holy Place in the Tabernacle and Solomon’s porch in the temple. 1 Kings 6:3.
Both of these places talked about the Lord, the Holy Place where the priests serviced the lamp speaking of Jesus as the light of the world, the Table of Showbread picturing Jesus as the Bread of Life and the Golden Altar representing Prayer. The Porch of Solomon in the Temple was the place where the word of God was read and taught.

Having started off well after the captivity with the exception of those staying behind in Babylon for commercial reasons the Jews started to deteriorate after a couple of hundred years and by the time the Lord Jesus Christ the leadership of Israel was highly religious and totally immersed in sharp and unfair commercial practices constantly breaking the third and eight commandments.  Zechariah sees the sadness of their determined rejection of Messiah and the Law itself.
The contents of the scroll are given in verses 3 and 4. He says in verse 3 that the curse of discipline and the dispersion is due to stealing and false oaths. On one side is the 8th commandment “Thou shalt not steal” Exodus 20:15. By corrupt commercial practices stealing from people occurs.  

On the other side was the 3rd commandment, “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord in vain”, Exodus 20:7, which means that it was common practice to swear by God you are going to do something and then deliberately break a contract so you fleece the victim.

Either way by stealing or deliberately not keeping a solemn oath meant that the person would be disciplined. The Jews after a time have started to worship money. Living in luxury in Babylon they saw no reason to leave. Jerusalem was still a mass of rubble. There was no logical/commercial reason to relocate. We will see however that there were three very wealthy Jews who heeded the call and relocated to Jerusalem. 

The word swear is sheba which can be translated “to seven oneself”. This goes back to the concept of making a solemn promise before seven witnesses. It came to mean to take an oath in the name of God. Having made a solemn oath the businessmen would then break the promise to make money. 
The curse it says in verse 4 will come into the house and destroy the house. In most societies the house is considered the most important asset and will contain all or most of the other assets so destruction of a person’s house indicates total judgment.  The Jews who were successful, but were minus the Word of God, were to be stripped of everything. Their lives would be in a state of complete ruin. They had everything but it was all to be removed. 

The situation at the time of our Lord’s ministry had got to such a poor state that swearing an oath in the Temple had to be accompanied by a monetary payment, it was a golden oath.  Matthew 23:16-22.
By that time the Sanhedrin was deeply involved in taking profits from the many brigand groups which preyed on people coming particularly to Jerusalem, and many amongst the leadership received a significant percentage of their banditry. Once in Jerusalem they then stole money through the workings of the Temple. We therefore have religion and commercialism combined 

APPLICATION

In the church age we are in union with Christ which in a way is demonstrated by the Levitical Priests who ministered in the Holy Place. We are to show the Light of Christ by evangelism, offer prayers as seen in the golden altar and show Him as the bread of life. Man cannot live by bread alone.

In the age of the Church the unrepentant Jew is under a double curse, he is under the curse of Adam as he like the Gentiles has an old sin nature. However he is also under the curse of dispersion. When a Jew becomes a believer however they lose both curses, and just as the Gentiles, becomes a member of the body of Christ.

While this is specifically dealing with the Lord and the Jews the effect on a nation by forgetting about one’s priority in worshipping God and relying on commercialism especially of a dishonest type and deceit is seen here.  The end of this present age sees Anti-Christ push rampant commercialism, and people setting aside the principles of Law in their greed to be wealthy while the world burns and the innocent die.  The entire earth will be judged by the Second Advent for the same reasons that the Jews went into captivity.
We also need to be in the right place as far as our geographical situation is concerned. If we are out of the geographical will of God we are in great danger even if from a human point of view we appear to be very secure.

When people leave the Word of God they often go to commercialism as the alternative. This choice is a disaster. If however you stay with the Word of God it is possible to be blessed with riches but it is done in the right way and the blessings can be then used to help others.
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APOSTASY

1. Apostasy means falling away.

2. Apostasy differs from backsliding. A true Christian can backslide, an apostate is never born again. eg. Judas Iscariot.

3. The backslidden Christian breaks fellowship, but doesn't lose his salvation. (John 5:24)

4. The apostate is declared in (2 Timothy 4:3-4) and (1 John 2:19)

5. Apostates may do good works calling themselves Christians but they should not be accepted as such. (2 John 9-11, John 10:12-13).

6. There will be a great apostasy prior to the Rapture (2 Thessalonians 2:3)

ZECHARIAH 5:5-11

5  Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see what is this that goeth forth. 6  And I said, What is it? And he said, This is an ephah that goeth forth. He said moreover, This is their resemblance through all the earth. 7  And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead: and this is a woman that sitteth in the midst of the ephah. 8  And he said, This is wickedness. And he cast it into the midst of the ephah; and he cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof. 9  Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came out two women, and the wind was in their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heaven. 10  Then said I to the angel that talked with me, Whither do these bear the ephah? 11  And he said unto me, To build it an house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be established, and set there upon her own base.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

This vision deals with the woman and the ephah. She is a symbol of religious apostasy while the ephah deals with commercialisation and corrupt business practise.

5  Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see what is this that goeth forth. 6  And I said, What is it? And he said, This is an ephah that goeth forth. He said moreover, This is their resemblance through all the earth. 7  And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead: and this is a woman that sitteth in the midst of the ephah. 8  And he said, This is wickedness. And he cast it into the midst of the ephah; and he cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof. 9  Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came out two women, and the wind was in their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heaven. 10  Then said I to the angel that talked with me, Whither do these bear the ephah? 11  And he said unto me, To build it an house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be established, and set there upon her own base.

Zechariah saw the woman and the ephah and recognised both items but did not understand what it meant. An ephah is a dry measure used for measuring grain. It has a 22 litre capacity. It was the largest grain measure.

The Jews after the captivity cornered the grain market in Babylon and developed a monopoly. As part of the way of getting rich the Jews made the Ephah smaller but still charged the Babylonians the cost of a standard ephah of grain.  The ephah therefore represents the means of how the Jews made their money including that it was an illegal form of commercialism. They got into real estate and became bankers. By doing this however they built up Anti-Semitism, as people felt cheated by the wealthy merchants, and so when the days came to “get even” the gentiles judged the corrupt jewish merchants severely – they wiped their debts to them by death!
Whilst they became rich the means by which they obtained their riches violated the 3rd and 8th commandments which had been the subject of the flying roll in the previous vision. Amos 8:4-5 “Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail,  5  Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit?”
When the Jews are out of the Land the ephah becomes their symbol, they concentrate on making money. Outside the land their aims are money and the details of life.  Their corruption however always leads to their judgment.
On top of the ephah was a large slab of lead. There was a woman in the ephah and the lead slab kept the woman inside the ephah. The lead weighed over 50 kilograms. 
The woman represents the harlot of Babylon as portrayed in Revelation chapters 17 and 18. Revelation 17 shows the political and religious side of this evil while the following chapter shows the commercial side. 

The restraining of this is seen in 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12, where the Holy Spirit is the restraining agent throughout the Church Age but when the restraint is removed great evil is generated as demonstrated in the Tribulation period which follows. There are prototype systems in existence at the moment. It is called the “mystery of iniquity” which Paul tells the Thessalonians is already at work but not in full bloom because of the restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit.

When he looks again he sees two women with wings like storks. These two women lift up the ephod between heaven and earth. One represents religious Babylon the other commercial. They have stork’s wings. It should be noted that the stork was an unclean bird as seen in Leviticus 11:19. In the 11th Chapter of Leviticus a number of birds are noted as unclean, Leviticus 11:13-19.  “And these are they which ye shall have in abomination among the fowls; they shall not be eaten, they are an abomination: the eagle, and the ossifrage, and the ospray,  14  And the vulture, and the kite after his kind;  15  Every raven after his kind;  16  And the owl, and the night hawk, and the cuckow, and the hawk after his kind,  17  And the little owl, and the cormorant, and the great owl,  18  And the swan, and the pelican, and the gier eagle, 19  And the stork, the heron after her kind, and the lapwing, and the bat.”
Religion carried the people into commercialism in those who stayed behind in Babylon, as well as in our Lord’s Day, and to a major extent today, and satanic religion will carry commercialism into the Tribulation.
Zechariah now asks the teaching angel where the ephah is being taken. He is told to build it in the land of Shinah, the site of the tower of Babel. It will be sited there on its base. It all relates to the Jews. This is the last call before the 520 BC rebellion and only 2 years before the disaster of 518 BC. 

APPLICATION

All the details of life including making money, or having other success, can distract us from the real purpose of our life which is to serve God and fulfil the plan for our individual path for our brief time here on earth.

If we rely on the details of life for happiness we are going to be disillusioned, as without our life being based on the Word of God the details of life do not become satisfying.

When the Jews put the Lord first they had a time of great spiritual prosperity and receive associated blessings from God.

However there is a trend towards degeneracy into commercialism and religion, which if actively pursued results in the domination of Israel by foreign nations and eventually to their dispersion from the Land

After the church age and before the imprisonment of Satan at the start of the Millennium the restraint is removed from the mystery of iniquity and religion combined with commercialism become rampant in the Tribulation period. Revelation 17,18.
DOCTRINES

HAPPINESS – 

MEASUREMENTS AND WEIGHTS

BABEL:  TOWER OF BABEL

CHAPTER 6

ZECHARIAH 6:1-8

1  And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four chariots out from between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass. 2  In the first chariot were red horses; and in the second chariot black horses; 3  And in the third chariot white horses; and in the fourth chariot grizzled and bay horses. 4  Then I answered and said unto the angel that talked with me, What are these, my lord? 5  And the angel answered and said unto me, These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the LORD of all the earth. 6  The black horses which are therein go forth into the north country; and the white go forth after them; and the grizzled go forth toward the south country. 7  And the bay went forth, and sought to go that they might walk to and fro through the earth: and he said, Get you hence, walk to and fro through the earth. So they walked to and fro through the earth. 8  Then cried he upon me, and spake unto me, saying, Behold, these that go toward the north country have quieted my spirit in the north country.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four chariots out from between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass. 2  In the first chariot were red horses; and in the second chariot black horses; 3  And in the third chariot white horses; and in the fourth chariot grisled and bay horses. 

Zechariah now receives yet another vision. He turned around, which means Zechariah got back to studying which in his case was by means of a vision. The lifting up of his eyes and beholding are stages in concentration. However what he sees he does not understand.

He sees four chariots come out from between two mountains drawn by different types of horses. As we see in verse 5 these are four groups of angelic beings which are used to protect the Jews in Jerusalem but also to judge those who have remained behind in Babylon. This is using angels to bring God’s plan into being and protect believers who are in the right place. The angels also deal with those who practice anti-Semitism. Genesis 12:3

The number four speaks of the universality of God’s control. We know of the four corners of the earth as an example of this overriding control. They are from between the two mountains, Mt Moriah and the Mount of Olives. 

They are of brass representing judgment for it was on Mount Moriah at Golgotha that Jesus was crucified and it will be to the Mount of Olives that He will return to judge those who have battled against him. The two mountains are also places of deliverance for the believer at the Cross and for those besieged in Jerusalem at the Second Advent of Christ.

In verses 2 and 3 we have a description of the horses that pull the chariots. 

The first chariot has red horses which speak of war and bloodshed. During the time that there is a wall of fire at Jerusalem outside there is war and bloodshed throughout the world. This has its counterpart in the second horse of the seal judgments Revelation 6:3,4 “And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see.  4  And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.”
The second horse is black which is the equivalent of famine and disaster and depression. Revelation 6:5,6  And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand.  6  And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. The Jews in Babylon stayed behind as they were economically doing well but with the judgment of Babylon under the Persians this turned to disaster.

The white horse in verse 3 is victory and triumph. Whilst there is a white horse in Revelation 6:1-2 this is the false Messiah and the victory is seen with the white horse in Revelation 19:11 “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.” God protects the Jews who are behind the wall of fire whether it was in Zechariah’s day or the days of the Tribulation.

The grizzled one is a spotted horse and represents disease, pestilence, plague and epidemic causing death as seen in Revelation 6:7-8  “And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see.  8  And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.”
The bay horse has a red body and black mane and tail. The red represents the blood of Christ and the black the judgment on Christ so is a picture of evangelism which is covered in Revelation 7:9-14.

4. Then I answered and said unto the angel that talked with me, What are these, my lord? 5  And the angel answered and said unto me, These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the LORD of all the earth. 6  The black horses which are therein go forth into the north country; and the white go forth after them; and the grisled go forth toward the south country. 7  And the bay went forth, and sought to go that they might walk to and fro through the earth: and he said, Get you hence, walk to and fro through the earth. So they walked to and fro through the earth. 8  Then cried he upon me, and spake unto me, saying, Behold, these that go toward the north country have quieted my spirit in the north country.

In verse 4 Zechariah again asks the teaching angel what all this means as he can understand the physical chariots and horses but does not know the explanation. The angel tells him that these are then four spirits of the heavens which go out from the Lord. The word spirits in the plural deal with angels, be they elect or fallen, while the singular spirit deals with either the Holy Spirit or the spirit of a human.
We notice that these angels go out from standing before the Lord of all the earth. They are therefore going out to do God’s bidding. These are the means by which the Lord gives a wall of fire. He is able to do this because of His absolute character. 

The Bible cites cases of a continual battle between the angels such as the angel who visited and taught Daniel being delayed for three weeks in the court of Persia Daniel  10:12-14  “Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words.  13  But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia.  14  Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the vision is for many days.”
The operation of the four chariots is given in verses 6 and 7. There is a detachment for each of these groups. We notice that they do not all go in the same direction.

The black horses go north, they are heading for Babylon. While Babylon is generally east from Jerusalem being close to the modern day Baghdad people in the ancient world travelling from Mesopotamia such as Abraham coming from Ur of the Chaldees travelled north to Haran before heading south into the Promised Land due to the desert which separates the two areas. The black troop is therefore going to Babylon to bring economic disaster to the Jews and Gentiles in that area.
The white horse represents victory and in 518 BC the Persians who were the group which God had selected for this period of history, to rule the area and they were victorious against the rebellion of the Chaldeans. Babylon was destroyed and later it was Baghdad which started to take precedence over Babylon. Ur of the Chaldees had been replaced by Babylon which itself was replaced by Baghdad. 

We notice that the grizzled horse goes towards the south. They head towards Egypt rather than Babylon. When the Jews went into captivity a remnant of the Jews were left in the land. These people kidnapped Jeremiah and took him south into Egypt and the grizzled horse is a judgment on Egypt to prevent her advancing north to interfere with the work of the Jews at Jerusalem.
The other horse mentioned is the bay horse which now travels world wide on its work of evangelism. The economic problems in Babylon, the judgment on Egypt and other catastrophes give opportunities for evangelism. This indicates also that angels have a role in evangelism. This is also seen in Revelation 14:6-7 “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,  7  Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”
In verse 8 we have the judgment of the north country or Babylon. The phrase “quietened my spirit” means to satisfy the wrath of God. The Hebrew word Ruach can mean spirit, anger or wind among other things. He has righteous anger with the Jews who have remained in Babylon and his anger has been fulfilled by the black troop. It is of interest that the Septuagint rendering of verse 8 is “And he cried out and spoke to me, saying, Behold, these go out to the land of the north, and they have quieted mine anger in the land of the north.”
APPLICATION

We have a wall of fire around us when we are attending to the Lord’s work. We may appear to be safe in our comfortable conditions but if we are not where the Lord wants us to be such appearances can be fraught with danger.
Many people put their emphasis on the details of life such as money, pleasure, health, success, status symbols and social standing. However if these are taken away from a person they have nothing left. The wise person places their priority on God and even if the details of life are removed they still have the Lord. 

We can have inner happiness irrespective of whether we have the details of life or not.
God uses angels to bring His plan into being. Since this is Satan’s world and run by fallen angels God will protect us using elect angels. We know as Christians we each have guardian angels.
God is not only a God of grace but also a God of judgment. We do things in God’s way and we are the subject of His grace, we do it our way which is not satisfactory to God and we will be judged for it.

When God promises something he is not only able to do so but will do so because of His matchless character. What happens is dependant on Him and His character.

If you keep details in your life as of greater importance than the Lord it will become a thorn in the flesh.
We cannot afford to continually go against the word and will of God as demonstrated by the fate of the Jews in Babylon.

It does not matter how smart you are from an academic viewpoint if you do not know the Lord and His word you are foolish.

DOCTRINES
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ZECHARIAH 6:9-15

9  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 10  Take of them of the captivity, even of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, which are come from Babylon, and come thou the same day, and go into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah; 11  Then take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest; 12  And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying,

 Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD: 13  Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both. 14  And the crowns shall be to Helem, and to Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a memorial in the temple of the LORD. 15  And they that are far off shall come and build in the temple of the LORD, and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. And this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

9  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 10  Take of them of the captivity, even of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, which are come from Babylon, and come thou the same day, and go into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah; 11  Then take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest; 

We now see the coronation of Joshua the High Priest and the three rich men who had come from Babylon with much riches having heeded the words of Zechariah. The scene we have here is another step in the ending of the dispersion and the recommencement of the worship in the Temple at Jerusalem. The two events that will terminate the dispersion; the building of the temple, and the restoration of the priestly ministry.

In these verses again we have the concept of dual fulfilment the coronation of Joshua the High priest in 518 BC and the commencement of the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ at the Second Advent. The two sources of information were the prophets and the priests. The priests taught from the written Word, as it existed in those days, while the prophets filled in the detail from visions, dreams and direct messages from the Lord. These were eventually recorded in writing expanding the written word from which the priests could teach.
Zechariah starts with the phrase the word of the Lord came to me saying indicating that this would become a permanent part of the Word of God. He tells about the three who came back from Babylon
The original crown which was a single crown did not come back into the Land with the group from Babylon. The original had been lost. These people will provide the funds for a double crown. Joshua wore this crown once at the coronation and that was it. 
The three men are told to go to a person called Josiah the son of Zephaniah. This Zephaniah is not the author of the book of the same name. It was a common name in use in Israel at this time. 

The first man from Babylon Heldai has a name meaning “to be smooth or to glide”, which indicates a transient or temporal life. It is a fleeting happiness with emphasis on the details of life. He represents the people who have made a lot of money. It is noted that of the three from Babylon he was the only one to change his name as he is called Helem in verse 14. This means a person who is the recipient of doctrine or God’s Word.
The second man Tobijah has a name which means “pleasing to the Lord”, who returned to Jerusalem as he was pleasing to the Lord. He therefore represents the believer who is the producer of divine good. The third man is Jedaiah which means the Lord provides for him. His name is based on a verb meaning God knows and therefore God provides.
The host in Jerusalem is Josiah which means God heals which in its Old Testament form means reconciliation and is related to sewing a wound together so that both sides of the wound are brought back into contact. Josiah is also given another name in verse 14 Hen which means Grace.

The double crown represents that Jesus Christ is a king while the second is that He is also a priest. At the time of Joshua which incidentally is Jesus in the Hebrew. Joshua was from the tribe of Levi while Zerubbabel was from the ruling line of Judah. With Jesus Christ however He is a king priest after the order of Melchizedek; hence the double crown.

The two crowns will be put up in the Temple as a memorial to the Lord Jesus Christ just as the bones of Joseph were not buried in Egypt but brought back to the Promised Land for burial with the Exodus generation. We as the Church are a nation of king priests because we are in union with Christ. The silver in the crown represents redemption while the gold is the character of God.

12  And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying,  Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD: 13  Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both. 
These two verses are a parenthesis and it speaks of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Branch, in this case the man the branch, and relates to the Gospel of Luke where the emphasis in Jesus Christ as the perfect man. In the previous times there would be stress between the tribes of Judah and Levi, but in Christ there is unity.

As God Jesus Christ could not die, therefore he had to become a true and perfect man. Four functions that Jesus Christ fulfilled as a man, being a king who is a man who rules over other men, a priest who is a man who represents other men before God, a mediator who has to be equal with both parties, God and man and a Saviour to die for the sins of mankind.
He will also fulfil the Abrahamic, Davidic, Palestinian and New Covenants to Israel at the Second Advent. This is why the crowd on Palm Sunday cut down palm branches and waved them because in error they thought they were greeting the Branch coming in to set up His Millennium. However the Lord had to go to the Cross before He could get the Crown.
In verse 12 the word translated Branch which is Tsemach is repeated as it is the same root word for grow up as Tsamach. What is being said here is that the branch will branch out. It continues saying that He shall build a temple which will be the Millennial temple.   Ezekiel chapters 40-48, Micah 4:1-7, Isaiah 56:4-7.
In verse 13 we see that the King Priest will reign from the Temple. In the Tabernacle and Solomon’s Temple was the Shekinah glory but in the Millennial Temple the Lord will be seated in glory. There will of course be peace between the political and spiritual areas because they are now in one person, the person of the God man the Lord Jesus Christ.

There will be a temple during the Tribulation but it will be a false temple where priests will offer blasphemous sacrifices. 

14  And the crowns shall be to Helem, and to Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a memorial in the temple of the LORD. 15  And they that are far off shall come and build in the temple of the LORD, and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. And this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God.
The crowns will also be a memorial to four men as well as a memorial to Christ. It is a memorial to the grace of God. They were promised that when visitors or their children went into the temple and looked at the double crowns and understood what it meant and they heard and obeyed they would receive blessings
APPLICATION

The Lord provided the Word of God by different means until the canon of Scripture is completed. He also provided potential salvation for all as He is not willing that any should perish. 2 Peter 3:9. 
It is noted that at the end of each cycle of dispersion the sign of its termination is a temple, at the exodus under Moses they had a tabernacle, at the end of the Babylonian captivity the temple finished by Zerubbabel and at the Second Advent the temple for the Millennium built by Christ Himself.

The Lord will give people opportunities to not only be saved but to be used in an important way in the Plan of God. In the case of the three men from Babylon they left their exit from the apparent safety of Babylon to just before disaster occurred.

By your work and participation in the plan of God, others following on are affected, and you bring glory to the Lord.
Without the Millennium it is not possible for God to literally fulfil the Davidic and Palestinian covenants with Israel where Jesus Christ reigns in Jerusalem as the King of the Jews and the nation of Israel inherits and occupies the area of land promised to Abraham.

The Temple which will be built for the Jews to worship during the Tribulation will be a false Temple with the Lord Jesus Christ creating the new Temple to officially end the dispersion at the beginning of the Millennium when He personally will call all the Jews back to the land as a shepherd calls his sheep.
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CHAPTER 7

ZECHARIAH 7: 1-3

1  And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius, that the word of the LORD came unto Zechariah in the fourth day of the ninth month, even in Chisleu; 2  When they had sent unto the house of God Sherezer and Regemmelech, and their men, to pray before the LORD, 3  And to speak unto the priests which were in the house of the LORD of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done these so many years?

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter in 518BC we have a description of a delegation who were sent from Bethel to Jerusalem to investigate fasting. They have come to see the priests and the prophets from a place called the house of God. 

There were four fasts instituted during the Babylonian captivity from 586BC to this time. The feasts had been set aside but the fasts continued. The four fasts were as follows:

[1]  Fast of Tammuz, the fourth Jewish month commemorated the famine in Jerusalem in the 11th year of Zedekiah as recorded in Jeremiah 52:6-7 “And in the fourth month, in the ninth day of the month, the famine was sore in the city, so that there was no bread for the people of the land.  7  Then the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled, and went forth out of the city by night by the way of the gate between the two walls, which was by the king's garden; (now the Chaldeans were by the city round about:) and they went by the way of the plain.
[2]  Fast of Av, the fifth Jewish month commemorated the destruction of the Temple in 586 BC as recorded in Jeremiah 52:12-13 “Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the month, which was the nineteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, which served the king of Babylon, into Jerusalem,  13  And burned the house of the LORD, and the king's house; and all the houses of Jerusalem, and all the houses of the great men, burned he with fire:”
[3]  Fast of Tishri, the seventh Jewish month commemorated the death of Gedoliah who had been made governor of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar as shown in Jeremiah 41:1,2 “Now it came to pass in the seventh month, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah the son of Elishama, of the seed royal, and the princes of the king, even ten men with him, came unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah; and there they did eat bread together in Mizpah.  2  Then arose Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and the ten men that were with him, and smote Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan with the sword, and slew him, whom the king of Babylon had made governor over the land.

[4]  Fast of Tebeth, the tenth Jewish month commemorated the besieging of the city of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar as shown in Jeremiah 39:1 “In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, came Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon and all his army against Jerusalem, and they besieged it.” 

These fasts had been observed for 68 years, the first section being while under captivity but then continued for around twenty years after their release from captivity in 536 BC. The fasts include self abasement, with the beating of the chest and crying out “woe is me”. They drank water but went without food. As they were now back in the land this delegation was sent to seek guidance from the priests and the prophets as to whether the fasts were still in operation or not.

1  And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius, that the word of the LORD came unto Zechariah in the fourth day of the ninth month, even in Chisleu; 2  When they had sent unto the house of God Sherezer and Regemmelech, and their men, to pray before the LORD, 3  And to speak unto the priests which were in the house of the LORD of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done these so many years?

The fourth year of King Darius is 518 BC. It even tells us the exact day, the 4th December of that year. The house of God we would normally think of as the Temple but in the case of verse 2 the house of God is Bethel, a town away from Jerusalem. The house of God had not yet been rebuilt completely.
It should be noted that the complete phrase “unto the house of God” is the singular word Bethel so the word unto is not in the original. Verse 2 should be therefore be translated, “When Bethel had sent Sherezer and Regemmelech and their men to pray before the Lord. These were delegates sent from Bethel to Jerusalem to seek spiritual guidance. 
They were to go to the priests and prophets to seek guidance using as their test case the fast of Av which related to the destruction of the Temple. This would be the one which was specifically of greatest interest to the priests as well as the most “spiritual” of the fasts as it dealt with the Temple. In essence they thought if they got an answer on this feast the others which were spiritually less legitimate would fall into place.
The priests were those who were knowledgeable about the written Scriptures such as the Torah, Psalms, Proverbs and many of the Old Testament books while the other group, the Prophets took up the slack by giving God’s word which as yet had not been committed to writing. The priests are now functioning because of the coronation of Joshua. 
The delegation from Bethel now asked the priests whether there was a need to continue with the ritual fasting which had commenced many years before as some 20 years ago they had been released and the Temple was now obviously under construction and had been for the last 2 years.
His discussions with the priests was unproductive as at this stage there was nothing in the written Scripture to give guidance to that question. They had everything up to Jeremiah and Lamentations but there was nothing related to fasting. The four fasts were man made;  they were an attempt by man by man’s effort trying to please God.

APPLICATION

Ritual without reality is meaningless. If we are going through certain ritual we need to seek guidance as to whether the ritual is legitimate or meaningful or is it just a human tradition which has been handed down over the years in our particular denomination.
The prophets had a message for their day as well as often a future fulfilment which is known as the double fulfilment principle.

It is of critical importance that what one does in the Christian life is undertaken in a Biblical compatible way. There is no means by which man’s merit can be part of the Plan of God. The Plan of God depends on God’s character not the character of man.

DOCTRINES

FEASTS OF ISRAEL

WEEPING

LEGALISM
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ZECHARIAH 7:4-7

4  Then came the word of the LORD of hosts unto me, saying, 5  Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the priests, saying, When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh month, even those seventy years, did ye at all fast unto me, even to me? 6  And when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did not ye eat for yourselves, and drink for yourselves? 7  Should ye not hear the words which the LORD hath cried by the former prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and in prosperity, and the cities thereof round about her, when men inhabited the south and the plain?

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

4  Then came the word of the LORD of hosts unto me, saying, 5  Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the priests, saying, When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh month, even those seventy years, did ye at all fast unto me, even to me? 6  And when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did not ye eat for yourselves, and drink for yourselves? 

The answer now comes back from the Lord via the prophet and over the next chapter and a half it is seen that this in fact is not legitimate. The word of the Lord is the only thing that clarifies the issue.
In verse 5 the Lord says to him tell all the people of the land including the priests. The people who are asking are tired of the phoney ritual and are looking to see whether it is still meaningful. However with nothing in the word of God about this subject light on what to do must be shed by God direct through the prophets.
God asks the question whether when they fasted year after year and fast after fast did they do it really for God? What God is saying is that they had ritual without reality. This was weeping and wailing over past problems and disasters. They are crying over losing things and tragedies.
Eating and drinking again deals with the subject of faith. God says in verse 6 that even when they ate and drank as a symbol of faith they did it for selfish reasons. In the communion meal eating and drinking relates to faith in Christ. They continued the ritual of eating and drinking at the feasts but without the spiritual understanding of what these things meant it was empty ritual and meaningless.

7  Should ye not hear the words which the LORD hath cried by the former prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and in prosperity, and the cities thereof round about her, when men inhabited the south and the plain?

The former prophets were people like Isaiah, Jeremiah and Hosea. The Lord takes them back to the time of prosperity prior to the dispersion into Babylon. He goes back to a time when Jerusalem was fully inhabited.

We see this in Hosea 4:1-6 “ 1  Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land.  Hosea 

Commences this section with the exhortation from Hosea to hear and obey the Word of the Lord. It is addressed to the children of Israel which is the northern kingdom. 

The Lord had a controversy with these people and was about to discipline them because of the lack of their knowledge of Bible doctrine. There is no application of Bible truths to the national life so there is no mercy or grace in action and complete ignorance of the Bible in the land.
2  By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood. The results of this are now given with breaking of contracts and lying, a society where killing, stealing and sexual assault and promiscuity abounds and there is violence in the land.
3  Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein shall languish, with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea also shall be taken away.  As a result of this failure the land will start to fall apart, there will be a lack of character showed by the verb languish. Even the animals are affected by this.
4  Yet let no man strive, nor reprove another: for thy people are as they that strive with the priest.  There is a breakdown in society and revolt against the laws and rule of God. The priest’s job was to teach the people the Word of God but this is rejected.
5  Therefore shalt thou fall in the day, and the prophet also shall fall with thee in the night, and I will destroy thy mother.  The Lord through Hosea states that their destruction will be very sudden. The country is full of apostasy. 

6  My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. The cause of the destruction is because they have refused to learn about God and because of this God will also reject the nation Israel. God says that the northern kingdom will no longer represent Him and as they have forgotten their God He will forget their children.
In verses 6 and 7 of our passage they were going through meaningless ritual but had no real knowledge of the Lord. The former prophets warned about this but it was rejected by the northern kingdom. The southern kingdom at that time responded to Isaiah and were protected from the dispersion undertaken by the Assyrians as the Lord killed the flower of the Assyrian army in the period of one night. 

The former prophets warned them while they were prosperous but the southern kingdom learnt nothing from the fate of the northern kingdom.

APPLICATION

We are to walk day by day on the basis of the Word of God. In every age where you find people depending on grace you will also find the satanic alternative - religion and legalism.
The Christian is never a loser in the Christian life, for we are overcomers because of what the Lord Jesus Christ has done for us and our union with Him. We overcome through our faith. We are to forget our past failures and after confessing them we are to get going. We are to make God’s Plan our priority in life.
Faith is not an inferior mode of thinking and is the prior requirement for both rationalism and experimentation. God’s plan is perfect and is therefore the way one comes into and uses the plan of God as the other two methods of perception have human merit and is dependant on human ability.
When the nation Israel is without knowing and applying the doctrines of the Word of God they become dispersed by the judgment of God but if they are applying doctrine they are protected from dispersion.

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FASTING

PRIESTS

PROPHET

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OVERCOMER

TRADITIONS

CHRISTIAN LIFE - OVERCOMING BY FAITH

ZECHARIAH 7:8-14

8  And the word of the LORD came unto Zechariah, saying, 9  Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Execute true judgment, and shew mercy and compassions every man to his brother: 10  And oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor; and let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your heart. 11  But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they should not hear. 12  Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: therefore came a great wrath from the LORD of hosts. 13  Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried, and they would not hear; so they cried, and I would not hear, saith the LORD of hosts: 14  But I scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations whom they knew not. Thus the land was desolate after them, that no man passed through nor returned: for they laid the pleasant land desolate.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

8  And the word of the LORD came unto Zechariah, saying, 9  Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Execute true judgment, and shew mercy and compassions every man to his brother: 10  And oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor; and let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your heart. 
The Lord again spoke to Zechariah who authenticates the words that the prophet is going to give to the people. He says to execute true judgment. What does this mean. The word translated execute is one which means to judge. It is in the qal imperative which means this is a simple command. This phrase means to judge true judgment or look at things from God’s viewpoint.

The New Testament equivalent is 1 Corinthians 11:31 “For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.” Another New Testament verse which applies here is 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all iniquity.”

Showing mercy and compassions means treating others in a gracious manner. Mercy is based on grace on the inside. Which looks better, a person being merciful or one doing ritual?
In verse 10 the Lord warns them not to oppress the widows who were very vulnerable in the ancient world both financially and as a butt of peoples jokes and the young equivalent the orphans. The stranger needs not be someone who is unknown but one who is not included in the social circles of the day with the poor being one who is embarrassing for one to be seen in company with. Mercy treats all of these categories in grace.

The final phrase in verse 10 is a command for people not to imagine evil against others especially believers. The word imagine refers to mental attitude sins such as jealousy which can be combined with pride or hatred. A lot of these people in sackcloth and ashes are full of mental attitude sins. Imagine means to invent something that is not there.
11  But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they should not hear. 12  Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: therefore came a great wrath from the LORD of hosts. 13  Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried, and they would not hear; so they cried, and I would not hear, saith the LORD of hosts: 14  But I scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations whom they knew not. Thus the land was desolate after them, that no man passed through nor returned: for they laid the pleasant land desolate.

The response is now given. The people refuse to hear, they gave the whole Word of God the cold shoulder and even went to the extent of physically putting their fingers in their ears so that they could not and would not hear. This is exactly the same thing that the religious crowd did at the stoning of Stephen for they were greatly offended by Stephen’s address in Acts 7:56-8 “And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.  57  Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord,  58  And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul.”
In verse 12 it says that they made their hearts as hard as a diamond and thus had total rejection of the word of God which had graciously been offered to them by the Lord through the prophets and as a result the Lord was extremely angry.
In verses 13 and 14 we see that because they would not listen to and obey the Word of God when discipline came on them and they cried out God would not hear them but in his judgment God scattered the rejecting nation in dispersion out of the Land. The Land is desolate not as a result of God but due to the totally negative attitude of the people towards God.
APPLICATION

It is of critical importance that we keep in fellowship with the Lord and therefore confess our sins as soon as they have been committed so that we can be cleansed and portray the character of Christ in our life by means of the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

You cannot have jealousy and a raft of mental attitude sins and love one another. Often the mind invents concepts of evil which we must shun.

Any ritual that you have has to be matched up with the Word of God. 

We cause our own discipline because God wants to bless us but he can only do that when we are in fellowship with Him. If by our constant rejection of Him and His word we alienate ourselves from His plan there will be judgment and can include leaving this life through the sin unto death.
DOCTRINES

ISRAEL:  NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE 
MERCY 

WOMEN:  WIDOWS

EVIL

BIBLE:  INSPIRATION

SIN:  JEALOUSY

SIN:  SIN UNTO DEATH

CHAPTER 8

ZECHARIAH 8:1-8

1  Again the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying, 2  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great fury. 3  Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain. 4  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age. 5  And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof. 6  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in these days, should it also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the LORD of hosts. 7  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save my people from the east country, and from the west country; 8  And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  Again the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying, 2  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great fury. 
This section tells us that the Lord is jealous with a great jealousy. Jealousy is normally associated with sin and is one of the worst of the mental attitude sins, which tends to breed other sins, such as envy or hatred.  Proverbs 6:16-22, Matthew 5:43-48.
Because of the perfect character of God such a direct concept is totally impossible. The use of jealousy here is a trait which God does not have, but it serves to illustrate some character features that God has, in relation to his people. The parallel meaning of the Hebrew word Qana translated jealous is zealous, so God is zealous for Zion.

If you look at jealousy one sees that the basis for the act of jealousy is one of relationship, obsession, and possession. A person may be jealous of what others have, or it may stem from an attack on a relationship that one has with another. The background of the jealousy can be the rejection of the love one has for the person, who is giving other people rather than yourself their attention.

The Lord, from the time of Abraham, has had a special relationship with his descendant Israel to which the nation has responded in different ways, but mostly poorly. 

The period before the Babylonian captivity was particularly negative and while the Lord continued to love the Jews with a perfect love there was a need to discipline the nation to bring it back to the right relationship with God. After many warnings, mainly from Jeremiah, He did this by sending the Jews out of the land, and into Babylonian Captivity. 
3  Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain. 4  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age. 5  And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof. 6  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in these days, should it also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the LORD of hosts. 
The scene from before the exile and after it is very dramatic. During their time in captivity the Jews turned to the Lord in significant numbers and as a result the Lord was now able to bless them and bring into being a golden era for them.  The return of the close relationship is seen by the statement that the Lord has returned to Zion, and with the return of the Jews to teaching doctrine in Jerusalem the status of the city has been normalised in God’s sight with the Jews working in fellowship with Him.
Signs of the prosperity are given by looking at the young and the old. In a society which is peaceful and prosperous the elderly spend many a sunlit day in the streets sitting and watching the people passing by or walking slowly assisted by a walking stick or staff. In addition there are children playing in the streets, the sound of their laughter and chatter adding to a very comfortable scene. 

Of course both of these scenes come from early 6th century BC Jerusalem where the fastest moving object was probably a mule or a cart. It is a scene of contentment and comfort, and it is starting to return, and through revival, will be dominant from 535-323 BC – the “Golden Age”.  Ezra and Nehemiah will minister in the middle period, around 445 BC, and malachi will speak finally into this period around 300 BC.  From then onwards warfare returns to them.
The remnant of the people are believers at this point, who are being blessed with spiritual and economic prosperity and there is a picture of harmony between God and man.
7  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save my people from the east country, and from the west country; 8  And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness.

These verses deal with the return of the Jews to Jerusalem, those from the east relating to the return from Babylon after the captivity and those from the west, in the future, at the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It should be noted that the Lord will bring them back to Jerusalem, which in the time after Zechariah became a place of teaching the truth again, as it will after the Second Advent with the Lord Jesus Christ on the earth as the King of the Jews.  Its greatest time for teaching will be the days of Ezra and Nehemiah.  Then it will be the days of Jesus.
APPLICATION

The Lord is always wanting to bless us.  Isaiah 30:18, Mark 11:24.  He loves us with the intensity as He loves the Lord Jesus Christ as we as believers are in Him. However if we leave our fellowship with Him for a significant period He will discipline us to guide us back into the place of blessing.

The Christian life which is spent out of fellowship with the Lord is a wasted life and can lead to the Sin unto Death where the believer is taken home early as he is unable to be blessed on earth 

The blessing of the Lord is something to be cherished; it is a life of contentment even through the storms of life. It is as blessed in old age as it is in youth. The Lord will provide the blessing, but we need to walk individually and nationally close to the Lord.

Give thanks for the promises of God:

Isaiah 30:18   “18 And therefore will the LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you: for the LORD is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him.”

Mark 11:24   “24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them”.
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ZECHARIAH 8:9-15

9  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Let your hands be strong, ye that hear in these days these words by the mouth of the prophets, which were in the day that the foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built. 10  For before these days there was no hire for man, nor any hire for beast; neither was there any peace to him that went out or came in because of the affliction: for I set all men every one against his neighbour. 11  But now I will not be unto the residue of this people as in the former days, saith the LORD of hosts. 12  For the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things. 13  And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong. 14  For thus saith the LORD of hosts; As I thought to punish you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith the LORD of hosts, and I repented not: 15  So again have I thought in these days to do well unto Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear ye not.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

9  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Let your hands be strong, ye that hear in these days these words by the mouth of the prophets, which were in the day that the foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built. 10  For before these days there was no hire for man, nor any hire for beast; neither was there any peace to him that went out or came in because of the affliction: for I set all men every one against his neighbour. 
The Lord now addresses the need of this group of believers to be strong, to be orientated to the Lord. The word “hear” in verse 9 means not only to hear but also obey the words from the mouths of prophets. The words of the prophets represent divine viewpoint of the day when the thoughts of the Lord had not been put in writing. 
He tells them that this has been since the foundation of the Temple was laid, immediately after the fall of Babylon when in 535BC, the foundation of the Temple was laid. The purpose of the prophet’s words is so that the Temple or house of the Lord might be completed.  There is one key task for the leadership and the prophets, and that centres round the worship being re-established properly.
Prior to the foundation of the Temple being constructed there had been total disunity amongst the many different Jewish families and surrounding peoples, so that no progress could be made. This was because of the affliction, which was a result of the dispersion of the Jews from the Promised Land due to their previous attitude towards God.  God had done it as part of the punishment for their idolatry, but with revival all mental attitude sins can be addressed and resolved.
11  But now I will not be unto the residue of this people as in the former days, saith the LORD of hosts. 12  For the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things. 13  And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong. 
The word “but” introduces a contrast to the disunity of former times, and God says that He will have a different attitude to the remnant in Jerusalem because, unlike their ancestors, they had looked at the problems and challenges from a divine viewpoint.  Isaiah 28:7-12, 21-26, 55:6-11.
The result of this is not only a closer walk with the Lord, but a time of great prosperity. The prosperity is shown by great improvements to the agricultural economy, with increase in grains, the provision of the vines with plenty of grapes, provision of suitable rain, and fertility of the land. The remnant are going to be blessed by these gifts from God.
In verse 13 we have the house of Judah and also the house of Israel referred to. We know that the house of Israel was taken into permanent dispersion by the Assyrians around 721 BC.  However at that time some believers from the 10 tribes had moved down to the southern house of Judah, so that there was representation of all of the tribes in Jerusalem when Judah was taken into captivity.
Rather than being a source of shame as the exiled group had become when brought from Jerusalem to Babylon so the Lord will now bless them, and tney will be blessed as the “Twelve Tribes”, not just the three.  Matthew 19:28, James 1:1, Revelation 7:5-8. 

The word “to save” in this verse does not mean spiritual salvation but security. With that security the remnant working in conjunction with God’s plan will be a blessing as the resurgent Jews will teach the truth and be effective spiritually as well as being economically prosperous.
14  For thus saith the LORD of hosts; As I thought to punish you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith the LORD of hosts, and I repented not: 15  So again have I thought in these days to do well unto Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear ye not.

Again we have the contrast between Zechariah’s generation and the previous generation. If you study the history of the Jews prior to their dispersion in 586 BC we note that there was a series of very poor rulers who came to the throne after the death of king Josiah at the hands of Pharaoh Necho. These rulers had no respect for God or His Word as demonstrated by their treatment of the prophet Jeremiah.  Jeremiah 28:5-17, 32:17-27, 36:19-24.
All that the Lord wanted to do was to bless the Jews, but their constant rejection of Jeremiah and the Word, caused God after many warnings to disperse the Jews. God required the members of the southern kingdom to respond on the basis of grace but they did not therefore they were judged. In this He was single minded wishing them to do things His way. Notice in verse 14 that the word for thought can also be translated to plan. God knew what would happen and He made a plan. 2 Chronicles 36:13-23.
In contrast the exiles had learnt and applied the grace of God which meant that God was now in apposition to bless them. The group Zechariah addresses are within 2 years of completing the Temple which will be the trigger to commence an unprecedented period of spiritual and economic prosperity. 
APPLICATION

We need to read and hear the word of the prophets which in our day and age with a completed canon of Scripture means a thorough working knowledge of the Bible. From this we will get guidance for our daily Christian life. 
The cursing on man for rejection of the Word of God can include economic problems within a nation while the turning of the nation to God will bring spiritual blessing and can bring economic success.

We notice that it is not God’s desire to discipline but constant negative attitude towards God and His provisions will provoke the Lord to wrath.  Isaiah 28.
If we are walking with the Lord we can be a blessing to others, blessing by association, whereas if we are habitually out of fellowship we can be a stumbling block for others.

DOCTRINES

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS

JEREMIAH – GOD’S MESSENGER

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  THINKING BIBLICALLY

ZECHARIAH 8:16-17

16  These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every man the truth  to his neighbour; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates: 17  And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbour; and love no false oath: for all these are things that I hate, saith the LORD.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

16  These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every man the truth  to his neighbour; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates: 17  And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbour; and love no false oath: for all these are things that I hate, saith the LORD.

In verses 16 and 17 we have the positive and negative commandments of the Lord as to how to maintain a state of spiritual health.  The positive commands are given in verse 16. Here the believer is told to speak the truth to his neighbour. 

Who is a person’s neighbour?  It is not necessarily the person who lives next door to you. Your neighbour is anybody you come into contact with. The truth is bible doctrine. This means therefore to give God’s viewpoint to all those with whom you come into contact.  The Parable of the Good Samaritan was told to underline this point.
Part of the action of looking at relationships and problems from God’s viewpoint is to do so using God’s method of looking at it through grace. Such a viewpoint will give an atmosphere of peace in relation to others. 

The phrase “in your gates” in this particular context probably refers to one’s home or area. The gates were also the places where judgment was given as seen in the story of Lot who sat in the gates but it can also refer to the function of family and home.
In verse 17 we have the items which are not recommended. The first area relates to mental attitude sins which is covered by the phrase “imagining evil in your hearts”.  These sins consist of jealousy, envy, lust, hatred, antagonism etc. Again these sins are constructed in the mind before becoming sins of the tongue or overt sins.

A false oath can consist of poor business practice where people are deliberately defrauded by making a false statement. God says he hates both because they are sin and all sin are subject to judgment.
APPLICATION

We are to be very careful in our attitudes towards others. A person who has mental attitude sins which manifest themselves with sins of the tongue or overt sins are a very poor witness to those with whom we come into contact. Poor business practices, making money by false pretences, are despised by the Lord.

We must apply bible doctrine to the situation in a fair and just manner and our houses should be pools of peace in a troubled world so that we can demonstrate to the unbeliever the superiority of the Christian life. Our witnessing is as much by our lives as it is by our lips.

DOCTRINES

GRACE
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ZECHARIAH 8:18-23

18  And the word of the LORD of hosts came unto me, saying, 19  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts; therefore love the truth and peace. 20  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many cities: 21  And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go also. 22  Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of  hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD. 23  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

18  And the word of the LORD of hosts came unto me, saying, 19  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts; therefore love the truth and peace. 
Here those who have come from Bethel to seek guidance from the Lord as to the celebration of the four traditional fasts which have been practiced since the start of the exile get the answer from the prophet Zechariah. For details of the four fasts please see page 94.  They are in essence told that the fasts which relate to past calamities for the kingdom of Judah can now be turned into feasts of joy which is inner happiness and gladness which is the outward demonstration of inner joy. The feasts are to be cheerful as the Jews have now entered into a period of great prosperity which will last around 200 years.

As a result of this the Jews are to love the truth and peace. The “truth” is the doctrines of the Word of God which they are to embrace as the most important items in their life. If they do this they will have peace as mental attitude sins, sins of the tongue and resultant overt sins will not be a feature of their national life. This will give them both as individuals and as a nation a gracious outlook on life. 
20  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many cities: 21  And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go also. 
As a result of this gracious attitude and love of the doctrines of the Word of God there will be a short term blessing for the Jews and the surrounding nations due to the accurate preaching of the Word in Jerusalem in these two verses and also a longer term area of blessing which is covered in verses 22 and 23.
In the period from the completion of the second temple in 516 BC to 323 BC there was a golden age for the Jews based on the teaching of the Word of God based in Jerusalem. People from many towns and cities recognising the availability of the truth at Jerusalem will encourage one another to go to Jerusalem which was the place to go prior to the Church Age for fellowship with God.

The Temple itself like the Tabernacle before it talked of the Person and Work of the Lord Jesus Christ and once completed became operational as a focus on the Plan of God. 
22  Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of  hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD. 23  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.

Similar events will occur during the Millennium when the erection of the Millennial Temple will again focus the world’s attention on the city of Jerusalem. During the Millennium the Lord Jesus Christ himself will be present in Jerusalem ruling the world from this city.

Again we see the predominance of Israel in the Millennium with Jesus Christ reigning over the world as King of the Jews. Here a Jew going up to Jerusalem and passing through a Gentile town or settlement, will attract such attention that a large number of Gentiles will be inspired also to go to the city because they recognise the position of Israel at that time. 

APPLICATION

We are to forget past failures once we have confessed them and get on with the Christian life, the fast should become a feast and our relationship with the Lord a source of joy, which will overflow to others.

If you or your group walks with the Lord it will attract others who are also looking to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.

It is the Lord who will guide the Jews back to the Lord at the Second Advent when He calls them from the four corners of the earth to assemble in the Land and live in His Kingdom as the subject of the King of the Jews. Jews heading towards Jerusalem will lead others to the source of the truth as we as believers should do so today. 
DOCTRINES

TABERNACLE  

CHRIST:  PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING

CHURCH: WORSHIP AND PRAISE

CHAPTER 9

ZECHARIAH 9: 1-8

The burden of the word of the LORD in the land of Hadrach, and Damascus shall be the rest thereof: when the eyes of man, as of all the tribes of Israel, shall be toward the LORD. 2  And Hamath also shall border thereby; Tyrus, and Zidon, though it be very wise. 3  And Tyrus did build herself a strong hold, and heaped up silver as the dust, and fine gold as the mire of the streets. 4  Behold, the LORD will cast her out, and he will smite her power in the sea; and she shall be devoured with fire. 5  Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza also shall see it, and be very sorrowful, and Ekron; for her expectation shall be ashamed; and the king shall perish from Gaza, and Ashkelon shall not be inhabited. 6  And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the pride of the Philistines. :7  And I will take away his blood out of his mouth, and his abominations from between his teeth: but he that remaineth, even he, shall be for our God, and he shall be as a governor in Judah, and Ekron as a Jebusite. 8  And I will encamp about mine house because of the army, because of him that passeth by, and because of him that returneth: and no oppressor shall pass through them any more: for now have I seen with mine eyes.
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION
Israel’s future is contained in four unconditional covenants the Abrahamic, Davidic, Palestinian, and New. The New Covenant to Israel reiterates the other three. To be subject to the covenants you need to be born from above. The foundation of the Jews is regeneration as seen in the requirement to have the genes of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to qualify as a racial Jew. 

The Covenants are for the Jews and not the Church and they will not be fulfilled until the Second Advent. They cannot be fulfilled in the dispersion in which we have the Church Age. The dispersion is finally completed when the Temple is completed in Jerusalem.

In this chapter we have the glorious future of Israel after the end of the dispersion in Zechariah’s day and after the Second Advent of Christ. During the dispersion and at other times in history we have Anti-Semitism. In the first part of this chapter we see the prophecy that God will deal with this curse. 

We have great examples of Pro-Semitic people being blessed such as Cyrus the Great, Alexander the Great and Julius Caesar, and Anti Semitic groups such as the Assyrians and Spanish being cursed and falling from power.

Anti-Semitism comes from three areas, from Syria which is Semitic opposition, Phoenicians who were Hamitic and the Philistines who were Japhetic. They are all to be judged in one year almost 200 years after this prophecy. The person in focus here is Alexander the Great and the year is 332 BC where all the opposition was destroyed in nine months.

The Semitic opposition is dealt with in verse 1, the Hamitic in verses 2 to 4 and the Japhetic in verses 5and 6. All three groups were jealous of the Jews. By being Anti-Semitic they wiped themselves out.

1  The burden of the word of the LORD in the land of Hadrach, and Damascus shall be the rest thereof: when the eyes of man, as of all the tribes of Israel, shall be toward the LORD.
The word “burden” could be translated the crushing weight of the judgment of the Lord on Hadrach and Damascus. Syria was divided into two or three sections with Hadrach being the main town of the northern section and Damascus that of the south. Hadrach was wiped our by Alexander the Great immediately after the battle of Issus where 30,000 Greeks had defeated about 350,000 Persians under Darius III.

Alexander having conquered Western Turkey headed south. He eliminated Hadrach and then attacked Damascus and totally smashed the city, which had closed its gates against him. The booty from this conquest was very large with 300 concubines of the king, a thousand women of noble birth and a huge mule train carrying money.
The elimination of Syria as an antagonist allows resting for the Jews and shows that God keeps His word. In this case the Lord will not tolerate attacks against Israel and will always protect them.
2  And Hamath also shall border thereby; Tyrus, and Zidon, though it be very wise. 3  And Tyrus did build herself a strong hold, and heaped up silver as the dust, and fine gold as the mire of the streets. 4  Behold, the LORD will cast her out, and he will smite her power in the sea; and she shall be devoured with fire.
Adjacent to Syria is a city state called Hamath. It only took a month to remove the Semitic Anti-Semitics from there. 
The Phoenicians were people who apparently lived in Troy and also founded Carthage on the north coast of Africa. They were a Hamitic race with two main cities Tyre and Sidon. Sidon was on the land but Tyre was about a kilometre offshore on a heavily fortified island, the double city walls being over 40 metres high.

It was the maritime power of the world at this time with a fleet of 350 ships ranging from single deck to five deck monsters. In addition her maritime fleet ran to about 1000 ships. The word wise does not mean having good policies as they were Anti Semitic, but it means that they were prosperous.  This is seen in verse 3 where the statement that their streets were said to have been based on gold dust indicates commercial prosperity.

In the heyday of Assyria they competed with that powerful empire in the production of iron, which they had learnt from the Hittites. Rather than having their smelters in Tyre however they set them up in Spain in the far west of the known world, with the Phoenician word for smelter being Tarshish. This is where Jonah was heading rather than to Nineveh as the book of Jonah opens.
Tyre was considered to be impregnable. Nebuchadnezzar failed to take it after spending 13 years besieging it as did the Assyrians after a 5 year siege.  Alexander sent five people across the water to negotiate with the people of Tyre as he said he would like to offer sacrifices in the Temple of Hercules. However they were killed in front of Alexander and their bodies thrown into the water from the top of the city walls. He repeated the exercise with the same result.

To further dissuade Alexander the people from Tyre arranged with the Arabs in the region to raid Alexander’s group and they started killing some of the troops. Alexander now started to build a causeway so the navy of Tyre attacked. Alexander now hired the Cypriot navy. In this way he defeated the navy and it was eliminated. It took seven months to construct the causeway.

Alexander stood in front of his troops to inspire them and eventually was able to breach the walls. There was wholesale slaughter and all were killed apart from 30,000 people who sought shelter in the temple who were sold as slaves. Tyre was then burnt to the ground thus ensuring the Biblical prophecy of the fate of Tyre

A parallel passage from 70 years before Zechariah comes from Ezekiel which is evaluated under the prophecy section below. It says Ezekiel 26:3,4,7,8,12,14,21 (588 BC): Therefore thus says the Lord God: Behold I am against thee, 0 Tyre, and I will bring up many nations against thee, as the sea brings up waves. 4 And they will destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers: and I will scrape her dust from her and make her a bare rock  7 For thus says the Lord God: Behold I will bring upon Tyre from the north Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, a king of kings, with horses, chariots, cavalry and a great army. 8 He will slay your daughters on the mainland with the sword: and he will make siege walls against you and raise up a large shield against you .12 And they will make a spoil of your riches and prey for your merchandise, break down your walls and destroy your pleasant houses, and throw your stones and your timbers and your debris into the water .14 And I will make you a bare rock: you will be a place for the spreading of nets. You will be built no more, for I the Lord have spoken, declares the Lord God .21  I shall bring terrors on you and you will be no more: though you will be sought, you will never be found again, declares the Lord.

5  Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza also shall see it, and be very sorrowful, and Ekron; for her expectation shall be ashamed; and the king shall perish from Gaza, and Ashkelon shall not be inhabited. 6  And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the pride of the Philistines. :
The Japhetic group were a remnant of the Mycenaean civilisation who had moved eastwards after the invasion of the Dorians who were the forefathers of the Spartans. The only group left in mainland Greece were the Dorians. Goliath was a Philistine and therefore of primitive Greek descent but his city of Gath is not mentioned in this passage as it had apparently already been destroyed by this time. 

The Philistines were conquered by Ramses II of Egypt, who settled many in Egypt and used them as part of his army. Many of them became professional soldiers and the largest foreign part of Nebuchadnezzar’s army consisted of these Greeks who acted as mercenaries.
The effect on the reduction of Tyre on the Philistine cities was interesting with Ashkelon opening its gates to Alexander out of fear of a repeat performance to Tyre. Alexander put an administrator in charge of the city and left them alone.
Gaza resisted but was depressed. The words translated very sorrowful “Meod Chul” means to writhe in pain. The king of Gaza refused to surrender and with a group of Arab and Greek troops Alexander could not get anywhere with Gaza. They made a ramp up to the walls of Gaza and charged three times but were repelled. It looked as if the Macedonians were being defeated until Alexander personally lead the fourth charge and they entered the city.

The king of Gaza had holes made in his feet and he was dragged around the streets of Gaza until he was dead. Zechariah said that Gaza shall writhe in pain and it did. In addition he said that the king of Gaza would die and he did. Ekron was now confronted and the people enslaved. Ashkelon was now emptied of the population as he no longer wanted Philistines in the area.

The word bastard in verse 6 means that a group of foreign people was introduced into Ashdod thus ending any form of Philistine occupation in the area and as stated he cut off the pride of the Philistines.  He however kept one of the cities, Ashdod as a fortress but manned by his own man.

7  And I will take away his blood out of his mouth, and his abominations from between his teeth: but he that remaineth, even he, shall be for our God, and he shall be as a governor in Judah, and Ekron as a Jebusite. 8  And I will encamp about mine house because of the army, because of him that passeth by, and because of him that returneth: and no oppressor shall pass through them any more: for now have I seen with mine eyes.

These pagan groups used at times to have human sacrifice. One of the main gods was Dagon, who was the equivalent to Neptune, being half man and half fish with a trident.  Remember the “gods” are actually demons.  Leviticus 17:7, Deuteronomy 32:17, 1 Corinthians 10:20-21.
He that remaineth shows that there were believers or people who were destined to become believers. Those who survived received the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. He will be like the governor in Judah relates to the fact that the believers became mature believers like Zerubbabel who was governor and a born again believer in Zechariah’s day. The survivors of Ekron would also believe as the surviving Jebusites did at the time of David.
We notice in verse 8 that Alexander’s relationship with the Jews is now addressed.  God had moved ahead of Alexander’s invasion to prepare him to honour the Jews.  Just before Alexander started out on his conquests he was by a stream in Macedonia and in a trance saw a curiously dressed men with a beard, long garments, a crown and breastplate. The man in the dream told him he would conquer the Persians. He never forgot the dream.

Having removed the Anti-Semitics he came to Jerusalem. The Jews moved out of Jerusalem with the crowd headed up by the High Priest with the book of Daniel in his hands. Alexander recognised that this was the man in the dream. He gave the command to stack arms and met the High Priest who showed him that he would conquer Persia using the beasts out of Daniel 7, and 8.  He was selective in his reading, omitting Alexander’s murder.  Daniel 8:8.
Alexander said that he would like to offer sacrifices to their God and enter the Temple but the High Priest said that was not possible but he could stand on the steps of the Temple and the High Priest would offer a sacrifice on his behalf.  As is said in verse 8, Alexander on his way to conquer Egypt, passed by Jerusalem and did so again on his return as he was so impressed by the Jews. On his return he invited any Jew who was willing to become an administrator in his empire so the Jews became scattered throughout the Greek Empire, which went from Greece to the Indus River.

APPLICATION

Anti-Semitism will always exist and is always judged by God, as the Jews even in dispersion are still a major focus of the Lord. God uses Pro-Semitics to judge Anti-Semitics and will protect the Jews until the end, but also judge them.
Anti-Semitism exists in all branches of the human race as seen in the judgment of descendants of the three sons of Noah; Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
Alexander therefore acted as God’s agent to remove the areas of Anti-Semitism in Palestine. Under the concept of the double fulfilment there will be a massive removal of Anti-Semitism at the Second Advent of Christ which celebrates the removal of dispersion for the Jews.
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ZECHARIAH 9:9-11

9  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 10  And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth. 11  As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

9  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 
We now turn to a prophecy of the First Advent of Christ which would be fulfilled some 550 years later when our Lord rode into Jerusalem. This is the event of Palm Sunday where the inhabitants of Jerusalem tried to bypass the cross to get to the crown. Notice that the Hebrew words for the two words translated as ass are different with the first being “Chamor” a male donkey, while the second “Athon” means a female donkey.
To understand this passage it is necessary to first of all examine Psalm 118:22-26, which is divided into two discrete sections verses 22-23. “22  The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner. 23  This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes”.  This is all dealing with the First Advent.

Psalm 118:24-26.  24  This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 25  Save now, I beseech thee, O LORD: O LORD, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. 26  Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the LORD: we have blessed  you out of the house of the LORD”. These refer to the Second Advent and the setting up of the Millennial Kingdom.  
Psalm 118 was sung at two feasts in the Jewish calendar, firstly at the Passover, which relates to the death of Christ, and secondly at the Feast of Tabernacles, which relates to the Millennial Kingdom reign of Christ. These feasts were the first and last of the seven biblical feasts of Israel.

The words for “save now” in verse 25 is “Hosanna”. Sometimes they transliterate the word, but here in Psalm 118 they translate it. It should be noted that the song of the reception crowds consisted of part of verse 25 and 26.  Matthew 21:8-9.  In the entry of the Messiah into Jerusalem the crowd’s response therefore relates to the Second Advent, however God’s plan requires the cross to come before the crown.

John is the only gospel which mentions palm tree branches, with Mathew and Mark mentioning only trees. John 12:12-19.  Josephus records that the Romans cut down most of the forests in Israel to provide timber for their siege works, wood for their fires and wood for crosses. They denuded the hills. 

He also tells us what the vegetation was like in the environs of Jerusalem prior to the siege. There were great forests of palms. There was a large forest around Jericho which was 12 kilometres long and five wide. A hundred thousand people having palm branches to wave implies a lot of palm trees in the vicinity.

Palms Trees, due to the thirty years they require to mature, are a sign of prosperity. They were used for food, oil, wine, rope, timber, beads for jewellery, thatching for their houses. The palm tree was therefore a rich source of goods and a sign of prosperity. You had to have a peaceful land for the palm to prosper. The waving of palm branches indicates that people were expecting a new age of prosperity and peace. The palm was one of the symbols of the future Millennial Kingdom.  The removal of these trees is a sign of the judgment of God.  The Millennium is not to occur this time!
The branch of a tree is an important symbol in the Scriptures. The waving of the branch portrayed the Jew as a member of the family of God and a part of the tree. John 15:1ff.  It was a testimony that they were of the stock of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that they were the tree of God and were looking for the Messiah. They believed that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Messiah but their concept as to what Messiah was going to do at this time was in error.

In Zechariah 6:9-13 - he talks about the branch. This is one of the passages that the crowd had in mind when the Lord rode into Jerusalem. Whilst this is speaking of Joshua the high priest it is prophetically speaking of the Lord as our great High Priest. Here we have the First and Second Advent combined together, as they are also in Isaiah 61:1-3. 

We know from history that the Lord came as our High Priest to offer Himself as an offering for sins. He did not establish his earthly kingdom at that time. He is currently sitting on His throne in heaven. This prophetic words to Zechariah indicates that He will not only become a priest, but that He will become a king. There is at least two thousand years between these events. 

This is one of the truths that the Apostles taught later only after they had seen it under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. This is the subject of the book of Hebrews. The people on that Sunday morning were thinking about something different to what we now understand was occurring.

Hosanna means, "save us now". It was not a song; it was a chant. The crowd believed that He was coming to His temple, which He had called "My House". But they were also expecting Him to come as their king. They were expecting Him to wear the double crown that day. When they were shouting this they were in effect saying, "throw out the Romans now". The garden of Gethsemane was the Lord's greatest time of testing but this would have been a great test to.  

If the Lord had accepted the call of the people a massive Jewish revolt would have happened at this time with the Jewish state being born in violence as it was forty years later. This again points to the perfect sinlessness of Christ. He heard the crowd, knew what they meant and stayed with the plan of salvation, which called for the Cross before the Crown.

Palm Sunday came before John 15. Branches were used to remember what the Lord had provided in Leviticus 23. It was also used to sprinkle the blood. Numbers 19, Leviticus 40. The waving of the branch therefore had deep and meaningful significance. In Matthew 24 the Lord says that the rebranching of Israel is a sign of the coming of the end. It has rebranched in our generation.

Hosanna, blessed is the king of Israel who comes in the name of the Lord. The KJV translators changed the order of the words to make it sound better in the English. The Greek order is more powerful, "Hosanna, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, the king of Israel”. 

Blessed is the word "eulogeo", which though it is stated once in the Greek is implied twice in the translation, “Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord, and blessed is the king of Israel”.

Studying what they say changes our view of the scene; it is not what most Easter pageants portray. The Romans and the priests were there probably because of the proximity of the walls of Jerusalem with their listening ears and swords ready. "Hosanna" was constantly repeated; they said it again and again.

This did not sound like chorus singing it was more like a grand final. It was political not religious; they were talking about the king and not the priest. They are not looking for the Lord to enter His temple they are looking at Him sitting on his throne.   They wanted revolution and the elimination of the Romans and their own corrupt rulers.
The word "blessed" is the perfect, passive, participle of "eulogeo" meaning worthy, praise, blessing, honour. This is a messianic title. This crowd is very highly emotional. They are quoting Scripture, but doing so emotionally and like most who emote rather than think, they get it wrong. This was pressure and adulation that no human being could have taken, but our Lord set his face to the cross, and so he stayed with the father's plan, not the desires of carnal men.

John 12:14  “And Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written, 15  Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt”.

The Foal of an Ass - he rides this into the city. This is recorded in other gospels as to how the foal was obtained. The ass was the animal of a king who came in peace whilst the horse was the means of transport of a king who came in war within the context of Israel. The Prince of Peace was coming in peace. The King of Israel is not coming as a ruler of battle, he is coming as the prince of peace. Here we have an illustration of the doctrine of reconciliation.

Zechariah 9:9 - is paraphrased by John. It is important that when you have a quote of an Old Testament verse in the New Testament that you examine word for word the Old Testament verse in its context.  Note the affirmation - He is just, and He is righteous. The Prince of Righteousness is coming in, having salvation as his gift to mankind.

When they cried "Hosanna", they had Zechariah 9:9 in mind. This is the same root word as the word for salvation, but the meaning is political - “Save now” they cried. The Lord is coming for salvation but not the salvation that the crowd is after. The thing that is happening here is that the Lord is doing something in fulfilment of prophecy and it is in contrast with what the people are expecting Him to do.

Salvation is used two ways in Scripture; spiritual salvation through Christ and physical deliverance. They misunderstood, and many still misunderstand the words recorded in Matthew 24:13 which say that they who endure to the end will be saved. 

This passage deals with the physical deliverance by the Lord of believers at the Second Advent and not spiritual salvation or eternal insecurity. These who are delivered at that time enter the Millennium. The Lord wants to save them from their sin. They want physical deliverance from the Romans.

Zechariah 9:9 shows the king coming into Jerusalem as a lowly king riding on an ass. He comes with spiritual salvation as a gift. The Jews who were looking at this were not looking at this verse complete and in context. This is a characteristic of Christians who quote or misquote verses out of context to justify what they are doing. Remember the old quote from Dr David L Cooper, "a text out of its context is a pretext".

He is just, He is righteous. He had to be absolutely perfect to be our Saviour. With the chants of these people in His ears He has a policy which He is following, it is God's policy. It is the Cross coming before the Crown. The Prince of Peace can only bring peace through His blood. These people want a bloodless Christianity. They want what He stands for in the form of ethics, without relationship to Him as sinners needing a Saviour.  They want a moral teacher, a king, a prime minister; they do not want a Saviour.

Isaiah 43:11, Acts 4:12, Acts 16:31, show that there is no other Saviour than the Lord. The word "lowly" is better translated poor and afflicted. He has come to die, for he is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.

APPLICATION

The cross must come before the crown; No cross = no crown, as demonstrated by the rejection of Satan’s offer of the kingdoms of the world in the temptation in the wilderness immediately after the baptism of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Kingdom of the regenerate is purchased by the blood of Christ. We must get the Scriptures right. If you lead others astray in these matters you will come under huge discipline. It is of great importance to get and give straight and concise instructions in the Christian life.

The Word of God provides many areas of guidance, however specific areas need to be evaluated by prayer. We need to be spiritually self sustaining.

See the marvellous deity of your Saviour who through all this has His eyes on the Cross; he is obedient to the Father's plan for our salvation. The challenge to us in this is to follow his example, and also be obedient to the Father's plan for our lives.

The only hope for freedom is in personal salvation at the cross not in political solutions. Religion always supplies the wrong answer to spiritual questions. Religion is the greatest enemy the world has ever known.

The branches are only productive when they are in the tree. If a branch is cut off it is no longer productive. The fruit of the branch of a tree that has been cut off will shrivel up. Proverbs 11:28 - the people will flourish as a branch. 

10  And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth. 11  As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water.

This section deals with the Second Advent and Millennium as seen by the speaking of peace and the rulership of the Lord.  Here the Lord is seen protecting Israel, cutting off the chariot (fast mobile forces) from the King of the North and this has a double fulfilment. 

Firstly it refers to the Maccabean war of national deliverance where Judas Maccabeus led an insurrection against Antiochus Epiphanies the ruler of the Kingdom of the North who set up a statue of himself in the Temple in Jerusalem. The result of the war was that Israel enjoyed self government for almost 100 years until conquered by Pompey.

Secondly it relates to the Lord Jesus Christ as the King of the Jews returning to defeat the Antichrist who has set up an image of himself in the Temple, which is erected in the midst of the Tribulation.
The Lord in His ministry warned the world that there would be wars and rumours of wars until He returned. He will return as the Prince of Peace and will rule the world as King of the Jews.  The phrase sea is from the Mediterranean to the Red Sea and river to river from the Nile to the Euphrates. The fact that He in fact rules the whole world is seen by the phrase, “even to the ends of the earth”.
“By the blood of the covenant” refers to believers, those who have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. The Maccabeans were believers. Their motivation to fight against hopeless odds was through their love of the doctrines of the Word of God. These are people who wanted the Cross before the Crown, for they knew their need to deal with sin. 

Both in the case of Judas Maccabeus and the Lord Jesus Christ, prisoners were set free, with in the case of Judas Maccabeus, this being the Jews who had been imprisoned by the Greeks, and in the latter case those holed up in Jerusalem and other places world wide, in the final stages of the Tribulation, before the Second Advent of Jesus Christ. 
APPLICATION

Because God is outside time, and as He is all knowing, the prophecies relating to future events are always sure, both in composition and in time. We can therefore see through the study of prophecy that God is speaking to us and showing who He is, and His absolute reliability.
The Lord will protect His own even if it is against apparently overwhelming odds. 

Those who attack the Jews or try to eliminate them will never succeed as God has a purpose for Israel and all such oppressors will be vanquished and destroyed. 
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ZECHARIAH 9:12-17

12  Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even to day do I declare that I will render double unto thee; 13  When I have bent Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephraim, and raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy sons, O Greece, and made thee as the sword of a mighty man. 14  And the LORD shall be seen over them, and his arrow shall go forth as the lightning: and the LORD God shall blow the trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds of the south. 15  The LORD of hosts shall defend them; and they shall devour, and subdue with sling stones; and they shall drink, and make a noise as through wine; and they shall be filled like bowls, and as the corners of the altar. 16  And the LORD their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his people: for they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his land. 17  For how great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty! corn shall make the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

12  Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even to day do I declare that I will render double unto thee; 13  When I have bent Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephraim, and raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy sons, O Greece, and made thee as the sword of a mighty man. 14  And the LORD shall be seen over them, and his arrow shall go forth as the lightning: and the LORD God shall blow the trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds of the south. 15  The LORD of hosts shall defend them; and they shall devour, and subdue with sling stones; and they shall drink, and make a noise as through wine; and they shall be filled like bowls, and as the corners of the altar. 16  And the LORD their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his people: for they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his land. 17  For how great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty! corn shall make the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids.

Zechariah in verse 12 encourages those who are believers to continue in hope, and locate themselves in the geographical will of the Lord, for this is where blessing is, and the blessing will be doubled.  This is a call to return to Jerusalem for those who have been in captivity in Babylon, for those delaying in Babylon are going to be disciplined. It is also encouragement for those in the Tribulation, to show that the Lord is in control.

In verse 13 we specifically see the resistance of Judas Maccabeus and his group, who are strengthened by the Lord and are raised up against the Greeks under Antiochus Epiphanes. It is noted that Ephraim is included. Many of the Jews from the northern kingdom area which is sometimes noted as Ephraim had come south in search of Bible doctrine and therefore were included in the group of believers ready to resist.

The important features of verses 14 to 16 which continues describing the Maccabean resistance, is the fact of what the Lord God is doing to assist Israel. He is seen as the ruling general using his power and might to attack the enemy. He is in charge and by blowing the trumpet is ordering the advance. The whirlwinds of the south were extremely violent winds much like tornados or cyclones. The Maccabeans are highly effective and destructive, like these winds.

The effectiveness of their warfare is seen in verse 15, where it says that the Lord will defend them, and they shall devour or consume their enemies effectively, resulting in great celebration.  Their triumph would be a decisive one for they would tread down their enemies and in a figure the blood of their enemies are seen on the horns of the altar and the sacrificial  bowls in the Temple were. Exodus 29:12, Leviticus 4:18.
The ultimate benefit to Israel will be spiritual deliverance after physical victory. Israel will be the flock of the Lord and as a glittering crown on His land and as a rallying flag of the Lord.

In the final verse in this chapter Zechariah exclaims/proclaims over the goodness, beauty, and prosperity which the Lord displays, and views the people in a time of peaceful prosperity in the fulfilment of their Messianic promises. The corn for the young men and new or unfermented wine from the young women is seen as a sign of prosperity as in an agricultural economy such items are in short supply in times of war and especially subjugation of a people.
APPLICATION

It is also a call to be true to doctrine where the believer is doubly blessed by the application of doctrine to difficult circumstances.  

While the promise of defence of the believer in this passage is specifically to Israel the same principle also can be applied to the believer in any age.
We need to really appreciate the Character of God and constantly apply it to our lives so that we can keep our Saviour always in focus.

DOCTRINES
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CHAPTER 10

This chapter deals with divine blessing on a national entity. As believers we are the salt of the earth and by relying on God through the word of God we can help our country.
ZECHARIAH 10:1-4

1  Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field. 2  For the idols have spoken vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie, and have told false dreams; they comfort in vain: therefore they went their way as a flock, they were troubled, because there was no shepherd. 3  Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I punished the goats: for the LORD of hosts hath visited his flock the house of Judah, and hath made them as his goodly horse in the battle. 4  Out of him came forth the corner, out of him the nail, out of him the battle bow, out of him every oppressor together.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field. 

The first four verses are an encouragement to believers in a nation with an emphasis on prayer, as is seen in the word “ask” which is a command. It is the kal imperative of “shaal”. Here the Jews are commanded to pray for the economic prosperity of their nation. Many believers cannot accept and handle prosperity, but we must be orientated to the grace of God, for then we are safe. There are two types of believers, those who have doctrine and those who do not.
The prayer is addressed to the author of the plan who is God the Father. The asking of rain is asking for prosperity in a rural economy. There are two times of rain given here; the former rain deals with the planting of the crop, with the latter rain relating to abundance with these late rains swelling the grown grain. In Australia we call them the finishing rain. If they do not make a good crop their economy collapses.

The Lord makes bright clouds is an idiom, which means lightning associated with heavy rain. The rain is coming as shown by the stormy weather. With the storm showers of rain occur allowing for the finishing of the crop and this provides “to every one grass in the field”. The produce from the field in an agricultural economy benefits all. The farmers, the sowers and the reapers are all benefited. The sowers and reapers were paid off when the crop came in.
2  For the idols have spoken vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie, and have told false dreams; they comfort in vain: therefore they went their way as a flock, they were troubled, because there was no shepherd. 
In contrast if you want to avoid blessing get into idolatry. Idolatry of any form is the Devil’s communion table. When you have false doctrine you have confusion, and in that state there is judgment. 1 Corinthians 10:16-22.
The Hebrew word for idols is Teraphim. This is a figurine type idol rather than the gigantic idols that were present in the large pagan temples or that Nebuchadnezzar set up on the plain of Shinar or the Colossus of Rhodes.  These idols were a small figurine which you could hold in your hand. These figures in human form represent different gods and were really a type of good luck charm. 

We see this type of action where Rachel stole Laban’s Teraphim when she headed off with Jacob. Genesis 31:34. Laban was vigorously pursuing them because he had lost his good luck statues. Those who had teraphims often used to dance before if as a part of worship. The rain gods often doubled up as sex gods in the ancient world as the provision of rain brought physical benefit and expansion.

The word vanity can also be translated wickedness or emptiness. The person who is into idolatry is empty. The figurines say nothing, the person who owns the figurines do all the talking! In addition if you dropped them they would break.
The diviner is a soothsayer which was forbidden Deuteronomy 18:10, 12. Part of their work involved looking at entrails Jeremiah 29:8, Ezekiel 23:28. The soothsayers have seen a lie and they comfort with false dreams comforting in vain. When you wake up things are just as bad as they were before. 

The third concept is a confused people, which are like a flock of sheep wandering around with no true guidance given to them. In the end the people went into captivity due to a combination of idolatry and the occult. They went into captivity as they had no spiritual leadership. They were confused, troubled and upset due to this. With the exception of Jeremiah whose ministry they rejected other leadership was false and deceiving before the Babylonian Captivity.
3  Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I punished the goats: for the LORD of hosts hath visited his flock the house of Judah, and hath made them as his goodly horse in the battle. 

Mine anger is divine discipline and in the case of Israel resulted in the dispersion of Israel. Daniel however prayed an intercessory prayer and many of the Jews, who had learnt true doctrine in Babylon, came out of the dispersion a strong and vibrant group. It should be noted that anger when related to God like jealousy we have seen previously has of course no connotation of sin on God’s part. His wrath is against the false teachers or shepherds, those who have led Israel away from Him. The goats are the oppressors of Israel.
Ephraim or Israel, the northern kingdom rebelled against God’s leadership after Solomon’s reign and with a continuous line of poor rulers went into permanent exile under the Assyrians until the Second Advent of Christ. However Judah went into dispersion in 586BC under Nebuchadnezzar and returned as a sovereign nation. They will be visited by the Lord who will empower and guide them including a remarkable defeat of the Selucids by Judas Maccabeus until they are sent into dispersion in 70 AD only to be gathered in the future also at the Second Advent.
The Hebrew word translated goodly is Hod and is better translated as majestic. The phrase therefore could be translated as a magnificent or majestic charger. On the cleansing of the Temple on 25th December 164 BC the Jews initiated the Celebration or Festival of Lights, which lasted until January 1st.

4  Out of him came forth the corner, out of him the nail, out of him the battle bow, out of him every oppressor together.
Here we have a progression. The corner or cornerstone points to the Cross and shows that all meaningful work in God’s Plan has to start with salvation.  The nail or peg indicates something on which to hang things and by implication to rely on. In a biblical sense it is the promises and doctrines of God and the Lord Himself who we are to rely on.

As a result of both salvation and growing in the knowledge and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ the correct orientation to defeating the enemy be it physical or spiritual is soundly based. The Jews are not able to fight for freedom without the backing of Bible doctrine.
There are a number of examples when the Jews used the Word of God to defeat enemies, an example being Abraham and the rescue of Lot, Moses and the Exodus, Judas Maccabeus’ defeat of the Greeks and in the future the defence of Jerusalem in the Second half of the Tribulation. Israel’s defeat of overwhelming odds in the wars of 1948, 1956, 1967 and 1973 also shows the Lord’s support for them.

APPLICATION

The Lord provides great economic benefits to groups that seek His will by prayer but from the correct motivation. It is Biblical to pray for your country. We can do something for our country which few do today, we can pray for our country. 
However if we put anything before the Lord we are out of the will of God and relying on other things than the Lord for our life’s journey. The people held the Teraphim in their hands and prayed to it. God however holds us in His hand. John 10:28.  He prays for us always.  Hebrews 7:25.
If you start as a believer getting into idols and such practices you get confused and get further and further away from the Lord.
While the northern kingdom was dispersed over 2700 years ago their believing descendants will be brought back to form part of the nation of Israel under the rulership of the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no such things as the ten lost tribes for God will seal 12,000 from every tribe except Dan, for evangelical purposes at the start of the Tribulation, Revelation 7:1-8, and they will all survive to the Second Advent  - Revelation 14.
DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRAYER

GOD – TRINITY
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ZECHARIAH 10:5-12

5  And they shall be as mighty men, which tread down their enemies in the mire of the streets in the battle: and they shall fight, because the LORD is with them, and the riders on horses shall be confounded. 6  And I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring them again to place them; for I have mercy upon them: and they shall be as though I had not cast them off: for I am the LORD their God, and will hear them. 7  And they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man, and their heart shall rejoice as through wine: yea, their children shall see it, and be glad; their heart shall rejoice in the LORD. 8  I will hiss for them, and gather them; for I have redeemed them: and they shall increase as they have increased. 9  And I will sow them among the people: and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children, and turn again. 10  I will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall not be found for them. 11  And he shall pass through the sea with affliction, and shall smite the waves in the sea, and all the deeps of the river shall dry up: and the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall depart away. 12  And I will strengthen them in the LORD; and they shall walk up and down in his name, saith the LORD.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

5  And they shall be as mighty men, which tread down their enemies in the mire of the streets in the battle: and they shall fight, because the LORD is with them, and the riders on horses shall be confounded. 6  And I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring them again to place them; for I have mercy upon them: and they shall be as though I had not cast them off: for I am the LORD their God, and will hear them. 7  And they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man, and their heart shall rejoice as through wine: yea, their children shall see it, and be glad; their heart shall rejoice in the LORD. 

The people who are walking with and relying on the Lord will be men of valour, mighty men. They will be very effective in defeating the enemy. The phrase, “which tread down their enemies in the mire of the streets in the battle”, is an idiom for running all over the enemy. In the ancient world the streets were the sewers. Their enemies are going to be thoroughly defeated, they are going to be put in the sewers so to speak

We notice that the Lord is with them. We need to remember that prior to the session of Christ God was with certain believers. In the Church Age however we should not be asking the Lord to be with us, because all believers in this age has the Holy Spirit indwelling them permanently, John 14:16-17, as well as the indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ for fellowship.  He is already and always “with us”.
In verse 6 the house of Judah, the southern kingdom will be strengthened while the house of Joseph the northern kingdom will be saved. This again shows that all the tribes of Israel will combine and be under the Lord’s protection. The reason for this is that they will return to the Promised Land. 
In verse 7 the word Ephraim is used and often has the concept of cowardice. In Psalm 78:9 it says, “The children of Ephraim, being armed, and carrying bows, turned back in the day of battle.” They had the necessary equipment including bows yet they ran away. However the cowards will become as mighty men, or appear to be mighty men. The statement about wine does not mean that they are drunk or intoxicated but more that it is something on the inside has changed them from cowards to men of valour. Because their parents fought the enemy, the children will see the Second Advent of Christ.
8  I will hiss for them, and gather them; for I have redeemed them: and they shall increase as they have increased. 9  And I will sow them among the people: and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children, and turn again. 10  I will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall not be found for them. 11  And he shall pass through the sea with affliction, and shall smite the waves in the sea, and all the deeps of the river shall dry up: and the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall depart away. 12  And I will strengthen them in the LORD; and they shall walk up and down in his name, saith the LORD.

We now have the re-gathering of the Jews at the Second Advent of Christ. The Hebrew word Sharaq translated hiss can also be translated whistle. Hiss as a word in the English has negative meanings. What we have here is the Lord Jesus Christ whistling like a shepherd whistling his flock at the Second Advent and all of the believing Jews will return to Israel to take up their place as subjects of Jesus Christ the King of the Jews The increase stated in verse 8 deals with the population explosion in the Millennium under the perfect rule of the Lord Jesus Christ.
In verse 9 God sees the dispersion of the southern kingdom in 70 AD where the Jews will be scattered throughout the earth. The remembering me in far countries could also apply to the 144,000 evangelists mentioned in Revelation 7:1-8. When they respond with others at the start of the Tribulation they will turn to the Lord. There will be a national conversion revival for the Jews in that period.

God is going to bring them out of many countries including Assyria which indicates the return of the ten so called lost tribes who went into dispersion in 720 BC. They are scattered but not lost. These people will be under huge pressure but the believing remnant of the Jews will be protected and will have fellowship with Christ during the Millennial reign of our Lord. There is no level of Anti Semitism that will be able to prevent the regathering.

APPLICATION

It is essential to rightly divide the Word of God. This is best done by the application of a dispensational framework to the Scriptures. For instance as the Holy Spirit is in you permanently in the Church Age it is incorrect to pray that that the Holy Spirit not be taken away from you as David did in Psalm 51:11, or ask for the Holy Spirit to be given, as He already has been at the point of salvation. See ministries of the Holy Spirit doctrines on pages 60 and 61.
Those who are valiant people due to the word of God will shine out as mighty men. We should be noted for our boldness in the service of our Lord but this can only be done through growing in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Even those who have failed, those who have been cowards, those who have deserted when under pressure can become Christians of great note by being strengthened by the Lord.
Whilst there are Jews in large numbers back in the Land it will not be until the Great Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ whistles for his sheep, the Jews, at the Second Advent that they will return en masse to the Promised Land and no anti Semitic groups will be able to resist this movement.

God knew in eternity pass about the dispersion of various groups of Jews at various times in history but the Jews will always remain because they are God’s chosen people. 

DOCTRINES

DRINKING ALCOHOL

DISPENSATIONS

CHAPTER 11
ZECHARIAH 11:1-11
1  Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy cedars. 2  Howl, fir tree; for the cedar is fallen; because the mighty are spoiled: howl, O ye oaks of Bashan; for the forest of the vintage is come down. 3  There is a voice of the howling of the shepherds; for their glory is spoiled: a voice of the roaring of young lions; for the pride of Jordan is spoiled. 4  Thus saith the LORD my God; Feed the flock of the slaughter; 5  Whose possessors slay them, and hold themselves not guilty: and they that sell them say, Blessed be the LORD; for I am rich: and their own shepherds pity them not. 6  For I will no more pity the inhabitants of the land, saith the LORD: but, lo, I will deliver the men every one into his neighbour's hand, and into the hand of his king: and they shall smite the land, and out of their hand I will not deliver them. 7  And I will feed the flock of slaughter, even you, O poor of the flock. And I took unto me two staves; the one I called Beauty, and the other I called Bands; and I fed the flock. 8  Three shepherds also I cut off in one month; and my soul lothed them, and their soul also abhorred me. 9  Then said I, I will not feed you: that that dieth, let it die; and that that is to be cut off, let it be cut off; and let the rest eat every one the flesh of another. 10  And I took my staff, even Beauty, and cut it asunder, that I might break my covenant which I had made with all the people. 11  And it was broken in that day: and so the poor of the flock that waited upon me knew that it was the word of the LORD.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

The first three verses are Hebrew poetry in ten lines
“Open thy doors, O Lebanon,

That the fire may devour thy cedars.

Howl, fir tree;

For the cedar is fallen;

Because the mighty are spoiled:

Howl, O ye oaks of Bashan;

For the forest of the vintage is come down.

There is a voice of the howling of the shepherds;

For their glory is spoiled:

A voice of the roaring of young lions;

For the pride of Jordan is spoiled.”
1  Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy cedars. 
Open thy doors is a kal imperative and relates to the opening of the Temple gates in 70 AD. It is noted that the Hebrew word for open means to open wide. The temple was the last area to be defended in the siege.
From the death of the Lord Jesus Christ to 70 AD the Temple had been a scene of blasphemy, as after the Sacrifice of Christ, as the last lamb, the Jews continued to sacrifice animals. The purpose of the Temple had been fulfilled in 32 AD see TABERNACLE on page 66, which shows the typology of Christ in the Tabernacle. The animal sacrifices should therefore have been discontinued. The blasphemy of the process is given in Hebrews 6 where believers in the Temple were crucifying to themselves the Son of God afresh and putting him to open shame.
Lebanon refers to the type of wood which was used in the Second Temple; it was the cedars of Lebanon which was overlaid with stone. The fire is the fire that destroyed the Second Temple. The Romans were very angry and started a fire which spread to the Temple and burnt it down completely, even though Titus tried to extinguish it. 

The inhabitants of Jerusalem seeing the fire screamed out to stop the fire and all ran towards the Temple and tried to put out the fire by throwing their bodies on the flames. You could hear the screams all over Jerusalem. The destruction of the Temple occurred on 10 August 70 AD, the anniversary of the destruction of Solomon’s Temple by Nebuchadnezzar on 10 August 586 BC. 
2  Howl, fir tree; for the cedar is fallen; because the mighty are spoiled: howl, O ye oaks of Bashan; for the forest of the vintage is come down.
The fir trees are the common people. The word “Howl” is in a passive voice, which means that they are caused to howl. They are caused to howl because of the destruction of the Temple. The mighty are the people who resisted the Romans for three months. Some were killed, some were tortured, some were crucified, some were sold into slavery. There is a huge amount of suffering involved.

The oaks of Bashan are the religious unbelievers. In Psalm 22:12 we see the bulls of Bashan who surrounded the Lord on the cross. The bulls are male, therefore these are male unbelievers. Psalm 22:12,13 says, “Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round. 13.  They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion.”
The forest of the vintage is the fortifications of Jerusalem. They have come down and been destroyed. There were three areas of defence, the outer walls, the inner walls and the defences adjacent to the Temple, and where the Mark Anthony Barracks were situated. In addition the valleys of Jehosophat and Hinnon made the assault almost impossible.
3  There is a voice of the howling of the shepherds; for their glory is spoiled: a voice of the roaring of young lions; for the pride of Jordan is spoiled. 
In this verse we have the screams of the leadership. The shepherds are the leadership of Israel and they are totally unable to cope with the situation so they continually scream. The situation is hopeless and they cannot think their way out of it. There were three lots of leaders in Israel at this time, the religious leadership, the political leadership in the form of the young lions, and occasional leadership from the lower men, the radicals.

The glory is the wealth of the Temple. The Temple acted as a bank and was therefore very wealthy. When Pompey the Roman broke into the Temple in 63 BC at the commencement of the Roman domination of Israel he took a little of the valuables and became immensely rich. The pride of Jordan is these riches. 
4  Thus saith the LORD my God; Feed the flock of the slaughter
Here we have the example of grace before judgment. The judgment only comes after warning. The believer in a country avoids judgment. God never judges without giving the opportunity of delivery through grace. By regeneration you are placed in a different category from the other people in the national entity. In this case the period from Zechariah to 70 AD was the period of warning. Zechariah is instructed by the Lord to feed the flock of slaughter. Moses had warned about national discipline and the warning will be given very clearly by our Lord during His earthly ministry.
5  Whose possessors slay them, and hold themselves not guilty: and they that sell them say, Blessed be the LORD; for I am rich: and their own shepherds pity them not. 

The people were abandoned by the Romans, the shepherds their leaders, and by the Lord. The possessors are the Romans, the shepherds the leaders of the Jews and later in verse 6 is God Himself.

The Romans are the possessors because they are the nation who are in control at the dispersion of the Jews in 70 AD. Pompey one of the triumvirate of Julius Caesar, Crassus and himself led an army into Israel in 63 BC and conquered it. He eventually was killed at the battle of Philippi, Crassus was killed by the Parthians, leaving Caesar as the sole ruler. 

From 63BC to 70 AD Rome administered Israel as a third class province with a procurator as their representative. One of the more famous procurators was Pontius Pilate. Another was Felix who was witnessed to by Paul. About the time of Felix the Emperor of the Roman Empire was Nero who considered himself a great actor and musician. He often went to Greece to compete in musical and speaking competitions, as well as chariot races. 

On one such journey he was accompanied by Vespasian, a general who was known for his honesty. When asked by Nero how he thought the Emperor had performed he told him that he thought it was very poorly even though not surprisingly he had won all the competitions. Nero was not used to such statements and plotted to kill him but his aides said that would be unwise, so Vespasian was sent to Judea. It was here in 67AD that the Jewish war that preceded the  siege of Jerusalem occurred. 

Nero died by his own hand with his last words being, “What a shame such a great actor has to leave the stage of life”. Between 67 and 70 AD there was great instability in Rome with several generals trying to take the throne. Eventually Vespasian became Emperor leaving Titus and three legions the 5th, 10th and 15th to deal with Jerusalem.
Josephus in The Wars of the Jews Book 5 Chapter 12 paragraph 519 states, “However when Titus in going his rounds along those valleys, saw them full of dead bodies, and the thick putrification running about them, he gave a groan and spreading out his hands to heaven, called God to witness that this was not his doing”, which is precisely what Zechariah prophesied some 600 years before in verse 5 A “Whose possessors slay them, and hold themselves not guilty”.
“Those that sold them said Blessed be the Lord for I am rich and their own shepherds pity them not” this was the attitude of those who sold the slaves that they were better off than under the Jewish leadership they had before.
6  For I will no more pity the inhabitants of the land, saith the LORD: but, lo, I will deliver the men every one into his neighbour's hand, and into the hand of his king: and they shall smite the land, and out of their hand I will not deliver them. 
God says that enough is enough. These people have ignored and rejected the Lord en masse and will not assist them. He will allow them to fight among themselves and they will not be delivered. There is civil war going on in Jerusalem at this time and the Lord is going to allow it to come to its terrible conclusion, exactly as it had 600 years before.  2 Chronicles 36:13-16.
7  And I will feed the flock of slaughter, even you, O poor of the flock. And I took unto me two staves; the one I called Beauty, and the other I called Bands; and I fed the flock. 

The poor of the flock are the believers. The word poor “Aniy” means humble or grace orientated, as well as poor, and refers to believers. In contrast to the others, as outlined in verse 6, God says that he will look after believers. During the siege of Jerusalem the believers were able to leave Jerusalem to go to the mountains of Moab, Edom, and Ammon because they saw what was happening, and believed the Lord’s Word. 

I will feed is a kal imperative showing that Zechariah assumes the responsibilities of teaching. From here on everything that is written is not only for the Jews of Zechariah’s day but also the day of our Lord. It is also for the Tribulation where the Jews will have the final stage of a siege of Jerusalem. Zechariah has three congregations, one he is talking to, one in 70 AD, and one in the future Tribulation. The messages are for the poor of the flock; those who are orientated to grace.

In verse 7 we also have two staves with rather unusual names. Study of the Hebrew shows that Beauty can be translated grace while Bands can be translated Unity. These two staves represent the defence of a nation with nations surviving external attack through grace and having internal cohesion through unity or functioning government. In verse 10 we see one staff broken whilst in verse 14 below the other is broken indicating a complete breakdown in civil government.
8  Three shepherds also I cut off in one month; and my soul lothed them, and their soul also abhorred me. 9  Then said I, I will not feed you: that that dieth, let it die; and that that is to be cut off, let it be cut off; and let the rest eat every one the flesh of another. 10  And I took my staff, even Beauty, and cut it asunder, that I might break my covenant which I had made with all the people. 11  And it was broken in that day: and so the poor of the flock that waited upon me knew that it was the word of the LORD.

The three shepherds that were cut off in a month at the end of the siege. The three shepherds are the prophets, priests and the political rulers of Israel. The three in Zechariah’s day would be Zechariah the prophet, Joshua the Priest and Zerubbabel the ruler.

When the nation goes down there will be no direct revelation from God in the form of a prophet, the priests will not be evaluating the Word of God from the Scriptures and the Sanhedrin will be in total disarray. These leadership groups are totally negative towards God and God responds by being antagonistic towards the political and spiritual leadership of Israel. He therefore leaves them in their decadence and to their own fate. This even goes to the stage of cannibalism.  Leviticus 26:29 foretold this as part of dispersion, “And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters shall ye eat.”   [For details see Josephus The Wars of the Jews Book 6 Chapter 3 paragraph 4].
He takes his first staff, the one of grace and external protection for Israel, and breaks it so that the nation Israel is cut free from the covenant that God had made with them. It should be noted that this could not happen unless God broke the staff of Grace.  The believers however, the “poor” of the flock, recognised that it was in accordance with the Word of God and rather than going towards Jerusalem headed away from it, and were therefore spared the horrors and destruction of the city of Jerusalem. 
The Sanhedrin broke up as a coherent body after Paul escaped from their clutches, and none of the evil Pharisees nor Sadducees survived the fall of Jerusalem. By September 70 AD they were nearly all dead. They had had multiple warnings but had chosen to ignore them and now they suffered the consequences. This siege was one of the most reported sieges in history by such people as Suetonius, Tacitus and Josephus.  The surviving rabbis of the land met at Jamnia within ten years of the fall of the city and formed the Mishnah to solidify the form of Judaism that had rejected the Lord Jesus.  This will guide Israel until the events of Zechariah 12:10ff unfold.
APPLICATION

When a temporary contract between God and man in the typology of the Tabernacle or Temple has been fulfilled in the death of Christ the “shadow of good things to come” is purely a reminder of an accomplished act.
Our God is a God of order as seen in destruction of the two Temples on 10th August in 586BC and 70 AD. It is of interest that Solomon brought the Tabernacle into Jerusalem and offered sacrifices in the 7th month, 1 Kings 8, and that it was on the 7th month on the first day that they started sacrifices in the New Temple, Ezra 3:6, and Ezra read the Scriptures to the people on that day Ezra 8:2. The first day of the seventh month is also the Feast of Trumpets.

It is also noted that the Jews are in dispersion until the Temple is rebuilt in Jerusalem, and there was a period of them residing in Jerusalem prior to the building being constructed.
Grace always precedes judgment on a personal as well as a national basis as God is not willing that any should perish and desires the person who has gone astray to come back into fellowship with Him.
Preservation of any nation together with its freedoms is dependant on the grace of God.

Knowledge of the word of God and its accurate application to ones life can mean the difference between survival and catastrophe in the Christian life 
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WEEP AND HOWL

ZECHARIAH 11:12-14

12  And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. 13  And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the LORD. 14  Then I cut asunder mine other staff, even Bands, that I might break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

12  And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. 13  And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the LORD. 14  Then I cut asunder mine other staff, even Bands, that I might break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel.

Here we have the rejection of the good shepherd. The rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ is the cause of the problem anyway.  The price that is mentioned in verse 12 is belief in the Lord Jesus Christ which is the only way to God John 14:6, Acts 4:12, 16:31. 
“If not forbear”, if you reject the Messiah there is no hope, The people of AD 70 had had almost forty years warning of the disaster and yet they still stood and fought with the zealots – the men like Barabbas and Judas. 

He weighed out 30 pieces of silver which was the price of a slave gored by a bull Exodus 21:32.  “If the ox shall push a manservant or a maidservant; he shall give unto their master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned.” The goring of the bull might be seen as an anallogy to the Cross.
Rejection of the Lord is therefore shown in the amount of money given for him. His appraisal was 30 pieces of silver. Judas loved money but he could not keep it. He threw the money back at the Priests with whom he had conspired. They as a sign of total hypocrisy, could not accept it back into the Temple treasury, as it was blood money, and therefore they purchased a field off a potter to bury foreigners in, or people who could not afford burial.
At this point due to the rejection the second staff is broken that of national unity. This was a feature of the siege of Jerusalem in 70 AD with many factions fighting each other or undermining the unity of the resistance to the Romans. There will again be division in the Tribulation period.
APPLICATION

Prophecy shows that God, who is outside time, knows the end from the beginning. We can be assured that the prophecies in the Bible will come literally true, and by application we can be assured that as we are related to the Lord He knows all our problems as well as opportunities as we progress in our Christian walk until we go home to be with Him.

One of the areas of warning would be the gift of tongues Isaiah 28:11.  “For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.” Israel as part of the warning will be evangelised in Gentile languages. 

There have been three warnings of what was going to happen; warning from Zechariah, warning from Christ Himself and warning by the gift of tongues.
DOCTRINES

FIELD OF BLOOD

PROPHECY:  PROPHECIES OF THE CRUCIFIXION

JUDAS - BETRAYAL

JUDAS - OUTLINE OF JUDAS' LIFE

TONGUES

ZECHARIAH 11:15-17

15  And the LORD said unto me, Take unto thee yet the instruments of a foolish shepherd. 16  For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the land, which shall not visit those that be cut off, neither shall seek the young one, nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that that standeth still: but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces. 17  Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! the sword shall be upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

15  And the LORD said unto me, Take unto thee yet the instruments of a foolish shepherd. 16  For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the land, which shall not visit those that be cut off, neither shall seek the young one, nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that that standeth still: but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces. 17  Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! The sword shall be upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened.

This person is the Dictator who tries to control Palestine during the Tribulation period. He is called Dan the Serpent and the Idol Shepherd and the false Prophet. In Revelation 13 he is the Beast from out of the Land.
He is going to be the last warning to man of judgment, together with the Abomination of Desolation, as to the horrible situation at the end of the Tribulation period.  This is total, final, and horrible judgment.
The idol shepherd completely ignores the leadership of his people and misuses them. The young ones are literally the wanderers. He unlike the good shepherd will not chase up and seek the lost sheep. Feeding the sheep is analogous to the leading of the nation. He does not lead them he lives off and abuses them. He will destroy Jewish people. 

He will be responsible for the death of the two prophets of the time - Moses and Elijah. It appears he might have suffered physical damage to his right arm and eye. This is an introduction to the 12th chapter.
APPLICATION

This passage, which deals with the Tribulation, is again detailed, and anyone in that time with knowledge of the pertinent Scriptures will be able to discern what is happening and take the appropriate action. We in our own times should be able to discern the signs of the times, but only those at the time will fully understand these verses.  Daniel 12:1ff.
Paul tells us not to be ignorant brethren. With the complete canon of Scripture there is no excuse for a believer being ignorant of the Word of God.  1 Corinthians 10:1, 12:1, 2 Corinthians 1:8, 2:11, 1 Thessalonians 4:13, 2 Peter 3:8. 
DOCTRINES

ANTICHRIST

PROPHECY:  SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS

CHAPTER 12

INTRODUCTION

In the history of Jerusalem there have been many sieges. The Jebusites held Jerusalem for many centuries. It was the only part of the Promised Land that was not permanently conquered by Joshua. It was left to David many years later to conquer and hold this stronghold.

Two of the major dates involve the fall of Jerusalem, 586 BC and 70 AD, with Nebuchadnezzar taking the southern Kingdom of Judah into captivity in Babylon in the first occasion, while the Romans dispersed the Jews on the second. There will be a third siege of Jerusalem, which will not be successful. That will be at the end of the Tribulation. This is the occasion which is dealt with in this chapter.

One phrase that is repeated a number of times in this and subsequent sections is, “in that day”. When the Jews give an account of something they give a summary account and then subsequently go back and give additional details. To ensure that the relevant sections of the passage is tied together the phrase “in that day” is used. In this chapter verses 1 and 2 are the introduction to the subject and verses 3,4,6,8 and 9 are five sections which amplify it. 
The last few verses 10-14 deal with the commencement of the Millennium and the attitude of those who have survived the Tribulation and now see the Lord on earth. Here the phrase “in that day” deals with the period outlined by verse 10 which talks about the second coming of the Holy Spirit after the end of the Tribulation period. 
ZECHARIAH 12:1-2

1  The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him. 2  Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him. 2  Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem.

The burden of the word of the Lord is a title relating to a weight of judgment against a nation. God is going to judge a nation and specifically the nation Israel. This will occur during the Tribulation. We now have a prophecy regarding what is going to happen in the future.
The Lord is the word Jehovah which can relate to any one of the three personalities in the Godhead. Which one of the three is in focus here is given by the fact that He is the Creator. It is Jesus Christ that is in view here, for he is the focus of history; both the beginning and the end. Colossians 1:16,17. He not only created it but maintains it. It also says that he formeth the spirit of man within him. Genesis 2:7, Hebrew 1:10.
In verse 2 we see Jerusalem again as the focus of attention. The word translated “make” is in the kal active participle which is a continuous situation which will reach its climax at the end of the Tribulation. The city is said to be made a cup of trembling, or literally a cup of reeling from intoxication. At this time in history all the nations will come into the battle of Jerusalem. 

ARMAGEDDON AND THE VICTORY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

The word Armageddon is known throughout the world as a place of ultimate disaster as far as war is concerned. In a similar way to Biblical phrases such as the “writing on the wall”, the “casting of the first stone”, the word Armageddon is synonymous with disaster. What is Armageddon, where is it, what is it all about? 

Like so much of great importance in today’s world it is centred on the small country of Israel, the piece of real estate which God promised to the Jews in Genesis 15:18. This promise or the Palestinian Covenant was an unconditional covenant made by God. It has never been fulfilled but will be in the future during the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ during the Millennium when He will also fulfil the Davidic Covenant to Israel.

Armageddon represents man’s last attempt to thwart the plan of God and will occur in the Great Tribulation which immediately precedes His return in glory to set up His kingdom on earth.

Revelation 16:12-16 is the only passage in which the word Armageddon is mentioned. It deals with the penultimate of the bowl judgments. It states, “12  And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. 13  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14  For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 15  Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth  his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. 16  And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.”
In this passage we see all the armies of the world being gathered to the battle of the great day of God Almighty. The Greek word for “battle” is POLEMOS rather than MACHE indicating that this is part of a larger campaign.
In verse 12 we see that to facilitate access for the eastern armies the Euphrates is dried up.  In verse 13 and 14 we see that the means of enticing the armies into the Middle East is very strong demonic deception. With this level of demonic activity it is clear that Satan who knows that his time is short wants to get all the armies of the world into this arena in order to eliminate the Jews for if all the Jews can be eliminated the unconditional covenants cannot be fulfilled.

In verse 15 we see that this development will come unexpectedly and that the closest of walks with God is essential.

The final verse in this passage shows where this is going to occur – Armageddon. Armageddon is derived from the Hebrew Har Megiddo meaning the hill or city of Megiddo, which was on the southern rim of the Plain of Esdraelon. Megiddo is situated about 100 kilometres north of Jerusalem.
It was famous for two great victories , those of Barak and Deborah over the Canaanites in Judges 4:15, and Gideon over the Midianites in Judges 7. There were also two kings killed here, Saul in the battle of Gilboa in 1 Samuel 31:8, and Josiah at the hands of Pharaoh Necho in 2 Kings 23:29-30, 2 Chronicles 35:22.

In the early 19th century Napoleon Bonaparte on seeing it remarked that all the armies of the world could manoeuvre in such a place. 

WHO ARE INVOLVED?

There are four groups that are involved with the campaign 

[a] The King of the North  - Daniel 11:40-44

[b] The King of the East – Revelation 16:12 [see above]

[c] The King of the South  - Daniel 11:40

[d] The Antichrist based in New Rome – Daniel 11:35-44

DANIEL 11:36-44

All the events described in Daniel 11 prior to this section have dealt with past events. They have mostly dealt with the intricacies of the relationship between Ptolemy’s dynasty of Egypt and that of Seluchus the two long term lines that came out of the battle for Alexander’s Empire by his surviving generals. 

We are now introduced to the world ruler in verse 36-45 who is designated as the king.

“36  And the king shall do according to his will [ The world ruler can do this as a world ruler he has to please no one but himself] ; and he shall exalt  himself, and magnify himself above every god,[He also takes on absolute power in the religious realm 2 Thessalonians 2:4] and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, [He blasphemes against God Daniel 7:25] and shall prosper [the world will be persuaded to worship him by the miracles the false prophet will perform in his name Revelation 13:11-15] till the indignation be accomplished:[His evil work was known by God and is used for His plan] for that that is determined shall be done. [The length of his successful reign is determined by God.]”
37  Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all. [He sets aside any religious heritage, any relationship with women in order to promote himself as god himself.] 
“38  But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: [He will promote military forces] and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things. [Here as Satan’s man Satan rewards him with great riches.]”
“39  Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain. [With leaders around the world through Satanic intrigue the world is divided.]”
“40  And at the time of the end [The end of the Jewish age just before the Second Advent of Christ] shall the king of the south [Pan Arabic group] push at him: and the king of the north [Northern confederation of Russia, Iran etc ] shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over. [Therefore the northern and southern confederation will fight against the Antichrist.]”
“41  He shall enter also into the glorious land,[The King of the North now moves his forces into Israel and he conquers and subdues much of the Middle East] and many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon.[These are the areas reserved by God for the fleeing remnant of the Jews to protect them in the 2nd half of the Tribulation.]
42  He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 43  But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps. [He attacks Egypt and the King of the South who initiated the problems and conquers them and approaches both Ethiopia and Libya in a southern and western penetration.]
44  But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make  away many. [While he is dealing with the problems in the south he hears of the Eastern Armies crossing the Euphrates and problems in the North, the World Leader getting active and returns to Israel.]

45  And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace [His army headquarters] between the seas [Mediterranean and Galilee] in the glorious holy mountain; [Mount Zion near to Jerusalem] yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.

We need to remember that the World Leader has been under a cloak of darkness due to the 5th bowl judgment in Revelation 16:10-11 “And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, 11  And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their  sores, and repented not of their deeds.” and that the King of the North has taken advantage of that to make an attack southwards against the southern ruler.”
FINAL JUDGMENT

The final judgment is the 7th bowl with great tectonic changes to the earth announcing the return of Christ as Judge and King – Revelation 16:17-21.  

17 “And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. 18  And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 19  And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. 20  And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 21  And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.”
We will see the return of Christ to set up His kingdom later when we study Zechariah 14 :1-9.  

APPLICATION

The Lord Jesus Christ, who will come back and remove all those who are attacking Jerusalem, is the same person who is giving the prophecy. He not only warns about this but also fulfils the prophecy. 
It is totally useless for people to say that they are going to eliminate the Jews, as the Lord in His Word has set many prophecies which show comprehensively how they will survive.
DOCTRINES

CUP

SOUL AND HUMAN SPIRIT

ZECHARIAH 12:3-6
3  And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it. 4  In that day, saith the LORD, I will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: and I will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with blindness. 5  And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength in the LORD of hosts their God. 6  In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

3  And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it. 

Verse 3 gives the first amplification of the situation saying that this will be a great burden to those involved.  Those involved are seen in the section on the battle of Armageddon above. The universal nature of the antagonism is given in the phrase “all the people of the earth are gathered against it.” The kings of the east, west north and south will be destroyed. The Lord promises that all the invading armies will be destroyed.
Over the years the Lord has protected the Jews. This is seen in such areas as the crossing of the Red Sea by Moses and the children of Israel where the pursuing armies of the pharaoh were destroyed when the waters returned after the safe passage by Israel.
Another example is the destruction of 185,000 Assyrian soldiers under Sennacherib during the ministry of Isaiah when the Angel of Jehovah came and eliminated them overnight.  This was after the other cities in Judah had been taken by the Assyrians.
4  In that day, saith the LORD, I will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: and I will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with blindness. 

In verse 4 we see that the Lord will be the one who will finally defeat the hordes who are attacking Jerusalem. This is also given in Revelation chapter 19 where we note that the only person undertaking the fighting is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. There is going to be a day of great confusion, which includes total darkness, which does not allow people to operate. It also allows the return of Christ to be seen clearly by all the inhabitants of the earth. The phrase “I will open mine eyes”, is a simile for protection. 
5  And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength in the LORD of hosts their God. 6  In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem.

In verses 5 and 6 we see believers while awaiting the return of the Lord Jesus Christ having to fight the enemy. The governors are the military leaders who “say in their heart”, or think through the situation. 

In the Greek translation of the Hebrew text, the Septuagint verse 5 is rendered, “And the captains of thousands of Juda shall say in their hearts, We shall find for ourselves the inhabitants of Jerusalem in the Lord Almighty their God.” This is indicating military men or army generals. “Their God” is a possessive pronoun meaning that these generals and the people under their control are believers

While the situation is desperate the effect of the resistance of the believers in Jerusalem who after the erection of the Abomination of Desolation are instructed to fight will be effective according to verse 6 with two analogies of a fire among wood or in sheaves of corn.  These generals are going to fire up the people in Jerusalem. These people have the willingness to fight and to die for a cause. The generals are going to weave these weak people into an army.
In addition this nucleus who are fighting in Jerusalem are also going to make up some of the people who will enter the Millennium in their physical bodies and enjoy 1000 years of perfect environment. They will not be hurt or harmed. They will inhabit Jerusalem. The word translated inhabit is Yashab which means to dwell in blessing. It is in the kal perfect with the perfect stem showing it is going to be a permanent situation. Ezekiel 43-48, Revelation 21:2,10,11.
APPLICATION

We need to stand still and see the victory of the Lord. He has intervened in many cases in the history of the Jews as well as in individual lives such as the Exodus and the Assyrian siege of Jerusalem.
God treats people in grace. In the case of the Exodus God know that this group of believers who crossed the Red Sea were going to utterly fail him and die in the Wilderness, yet he saved them miraculously. God treats us in grace as well. We do not earn or deserve it. 

We need to have enough knowledge of the word of God to be able to think Biblically under pressure.
DOCTRINES

CHRIST: FIRST AND SECOND ADVENTS

GOD - GOD CARES FOR YOU

REMNANT

ZECHARIAH 12:7-9
7  The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah. 8  In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before them. 9  And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

7  The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah. 

At the end of the Tribulation there is the separation of the believer from the unbeliever as illustrated in the sheep and goats and the wise and foolish virgins. Even with the testing of the Tribulation there will be very many who will be indifferent to the gospel as their emphasis will be on social life. The judgment on the unbeliever is called the Baptism of Fire.
In Jerusalem are “hold up” the people who are saved in the last half of the Tribulation, and if they persevere in their resistance to the Anti-Christ, they will go into the Millennial reign of the Lord Jesus Christ. The word Magnify, which is Gadal in the Hebrew, indicates in this context a mental attitude sin of pride or boasting. The word save in verse 7 deals with physical deliverance not spiritual salvation. 

The tents of Judah are those outside the environs of Jerusalem and they will be delivered first before the city of Jerusalem. This is to ensure that those from Jerusalem have nothing to boast about in the Millennial reign where both groups will still have a sinful nature even though the environment will be perfect.
Neither the leaders in Jerusalem, as pictured by the phrase “glory of the house of David”, nor the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, who have always had a superiority complex about those from the countryside, are going to be able to boast that the Lord came to them first and saved them.
8  In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before them. 9  And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.

In verse 8 we see the courage of the remnant. The feeble person is the grace orientated person with inferior weapons but with the courage to resist the enemy. These people are not effective with weapons but they resist anyway. The Lord will defend or hedge about the believers who are resisting. This protection is not unlike the protection of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists in Revelation 7:1-8, and the temporary protection of the two witnesses in Revelation 11:3 ff.
The effect of the protection and encouragement is to make the defenders as David who went against Goliath with no armour and the leaders as invincible as God; they will have a stabilised mentality. This is because the Lord Jesus Christ, the Angel of Jehovah is defending and fighting for them. It is noted that the Lord does all the killing and all unbelievers are removed. 

In verse 9 we have killing which is authorised by God. The word “seek” also means to be determined, so that the Lord is determined to destroy all soldiers in the enemy armies. The word translated destroy is in the infinitive mood which means that it is God’s purpose that they all should die. 
This is given in detail in Revelation 19:11-21.  “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 12  His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 13  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 14  And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16  And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 17  And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; 18  That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great. 19  And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 20  And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21  And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh”.

APPLICATION

There is a tendency for people to look up to, or down on, other believers due to their background and social status. There is no difference in the sight of the Lord or in fact as all believers bring nothing to salvation. We are all equal in Christ; both equally undeserving of salvation, and equally blessed in our salvation.

Where there is total negative attitude towards the Lord, the Lord will totally destroy that national group or group of individuals such as Sodom and Gomorrah, or the Canaanites.
DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE - POSITION IN CHRIST

ZECHARIAH 12: 10-14

10  And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 11  In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. 12  And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the family of the house of David apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart; 13  The family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart; 14  All the families that remain, every family apart, and their wives apart.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

10  And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 

This passage deals with the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Millennium and the sadness that results in believing Jews and Gentiles alike who have survived the time of Tribulation as to how their Saviour had to suffer. This is also shown in the regrets of missed opportunities that have been lost in time.  This verse is also believed to apply directly to the mid-point in the Tribulation when the Jewish people as a whole respond to the truth about Jesus being the true Messiah – and there is great grief when they realise the extent of the suffering caused by rejection of him down the centuries.
In verse 10 we note that the group in focus here are the Jews of Jerusalem and their leaders. To understand this passage we need to review the ministry of the Holy Spirit in different eras.  The history of man is divided into a number of sections with the Age of the Gentiles covering the period from Adam to Abraham, the Age of the Jews from Abraham to Pentecost and the Tribulation, the Age of the Church from Pentecost to the Rapture, and the Millennium from the Second Advent to the Last Judgment.

MINISTRY OF THE SPIRIT PRIOR TO PENTECOST AND IN THE TRIBULATION

During this era the believers relied on the promises and doctrines of God resting by faith in the provision of God. 

Prior to Abraham the Spirit of God is mentioned on two occasions, the first in Genesis 1:2 where He has a ministry of restoring the earth. In the second case at the time of Noah in Genesis 6:3 the Spirit strived with man for 120 years before the flood.  This was the normal life span in that period.  It shortens up to 70 years post-flood.
The Holy Spirit assisted a few selected believers in the period of time between Abraham and Pentecost and will assist a limited number of believers in the future in the Tribulation such as the 144,000 Jewish evangelists in Revelation 7:1-8,  and the two witnesses in Revelation 11:3ff.   In all cases the Holy Spirit is with them rather than “in” them permanently.

Throughout the time between Abraham and Pentecost all the different eras had the benefit of ministry of the Holy Spirit for specific tasks for the Lord.

Joseph in the age of the Patriarchs  - Genesis 42:38

The tailors with the Priestly Garments  - Exodus 28:3
The workmen that constructed the Tabernacle – Exodus 31:2-5

The seventy elders who assisted Moses  - Numbers 11:25

Joshua as the deputy for Moses and the future leader  - Numbers 27:18

A number of Judges in the book of Judges - Othniel, 3:10, Gideon, 6:34, Jephthah 11:29, Samson 13:25, 14:6, 15:14

In the period of the Kings of Israel we have Saul 1 Samuel 10:9,10 and David 1 Samuel 16:13

In the period of the exile in Babylon to Daniel, Daniel 4:8, 5:11-12, 6:3

In the period after the exile Zerubbabel  - Zechariah 4:3 

Jesus Christ ministered during the Age of the Jews. He gave his disciples the temporary power of the Holy Spirit on three occasions and eventually he breathed on them the Holy Spirit to carry them through to the Day of Pentecost when all would change – and they would receive the indwelling. In Luke 11:9-13 He encourages the disciples to ask for the Holy Spirit at any time through until the Spirit comes fully and finally in power.

ADVENTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

In the same way as the Lord Jesus Christ has two advents so does the Holy Spirit and both advents are subsequent to those of Jesus Christ. We have the First Advent of Christ followed by the First Advent of the Spirit. At the Rapture the Spirit’s unique Church Age ministry is withdrawn. After the Second Advent of Christ to start the Millennium the Second Advent of the Spirit occurs.
CHURCH AGE

The ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Church Age is given in John 16:13,14, which says that it is to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. To the unbeliever the ministry is conviction of the need of a saviour.  John 16:8-11.
1 Corinthians 6:19,20 states that our bodies are the Temple of the Spirit and we are to glorify Jesus Christ as we are not our own. 

All believers in the Church Age are indwelt by the Holy Spirit.

We are commanded to be filled/empowered with the Spirit – Ephesians 5:18.
If we are not filled with the Holy Spirit, we are said to be carnal – 1 Corinthians 3:1-3, Ephesians 4:30 1 Thessalonians 5:19.
If we are controlled by the Holy Spirit we are not under the Mosaic Law – Galatians 5:18, 22, Romans 10:4.
During the Church Age the Lord is not present on the earth, He is on the right hand of the majesty on high.
MILLENNIUM

Believers in the Millennium are indwelt by the Holy Spirit.   Ezekiel 36:27, 37:14

Believers can be filled by the Holy Spirit  - Joel 2:28,29, Isaiah 32:15, 44:3, Zechariah 12:10.
During the Millennium Jesus Christ is present on earth. The ministry of the Holy Spirit then is to appreciate the presence of the Lord and in Joel we see that it is in the form of ecstatics. 

11  In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. 12  And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the family of the house of David apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart; 13  The family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart; 14  All the families that remain, every family apart, and their wives apart.

In these verses we see various groups expressing deepest regret. In verse 11 we have a national confession Revelation 1:7. There was a similar mourning for King Josiah in 2 Chronicles 5:15ff.

The next is individual mourning in groups with the house of David being the ruling group, the family of Nathan representing the group of families in the lineage of Christ, the house of Levi representing the priests, the family of Simeon representing the rest of the Jews. In verse 14 we have all the others, which would also involve Gentiles. These therefore represent those who have deepest regrets before the Second Advent of Christ, and accept the Lord as their Saviour, having looked back with sadness at the wasted years without their true Saviour and King.

APPLICATION

The ministry of the Holy Spirit changes from dispensation to dispensation and it is of the utmost importance to ensure one applies the relevant passages of Scriptures to your own situation. We need to rightly divide the Word of Truth.

In the Millennium unlike in Eternity Future there will be sorrow as the people in their physical body will still have an old sin nature.

As a discipline from God you could lose the Holy Spirit in the Age of the Jews . This is why David prayed “Take not thy Holy Spirit from me” in Psalm 51:11. It is not appropriate to pray that prayer today in the Church Age as the Holy Spirit is in us forever. John 14:16,17.
You were able to ask for the Holy Spirit in the Age of the Jews. In the Church Age He indwells you from the moment of salvation.
DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  IMITATE CHRIST

DISPENSATION OF THE GENTILES OR FAMILY

DISPENSATION OF THE JEWS OR ISRAEL

DISPENSATION OF THE CHURCH

DISPENSATION – CHURCH AGE – INTERCATION OR INSERTION

SIN:  OLD SIN NATURE

CHAPTER 13

ZECHARIAH 13:1-6

1  In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness. 2  And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the idols out of the land, and they shall no more be remembered: and also I will cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land. 3  And it shall come to pass, that when any shall yet prophesy, then his father and his mother that begat him shall say unto him, Thou shalt not live; for thou speakest lies in the name of the LORD: and his father and his mother that begat him shall thrust him through when he prophesieth. 4  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets shall be ashamed every one of his vision, when he hath prophesied; neither shall they wear a rough garment to deceive: 5  But he shall say, I am no prophet, I am an husbandman; for man taught me to keep cattle from my youth. 6  And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness. 
The phrase “that day” refers to the future day of the Lord. This phrase occurs no less than 16 times in the last 3 chapters of the book of Zechariah.
On the day of Christ’s crucifixion the fountain or source of cleansing was opened not only for the Jews but also the whole of humanity. However as far as the Jews as a whole are concerned the effect of the death of Christ will only be a national experience in the period leading up to the Second Advent of Christ.

This spiritual cleansing of the nation is associated in other passages of Scripture with Israel’s spiritual regeneration and the start of the New Covenant.  Jeremiah 31:31-37, Romans 11:26-27.
The two groups involved here are the house of David, who are the political leaders of Israel, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem include all the people in the land who need cleansing. Here we see the general cleansing (Salvation) of the nation prior to the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2  And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the idols out of the land, and they shall no more be remembered: and also I will cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land. 3  And it shall come to pass, that when any shall yet prophesy, then his father and his mother that begat him shall say unto him, Thou shalt not live; for thou speakest lies in the name of the LORD: and his father and his mother that begat him shall thrust him through when he prophesieth. 
The Lord now announces the removal of all the idols from the land [cf Micah 5:13-14].  He will overcome all things that detract from worship of Him and all idolatry will become extinct.  One of the major areas of idolatry in the land during the second half of the Tribulation will be the worship of the abomination of desolation, the statue of the Antichrist in the Temple in Jerusalem. Other types of idolatry will also abound.  
In addition to the removal of idolatry will be the removal of false prophets or their empowering by false spirits as the revelation of the Lord will be complete. These spirits try and deceive people into thinking that the false prophets are telling the truth. 

The method of the removal of the false prophets will be by means of the fathers and mothers who understand that what is coming from their children is false, stabbing them while they are prophesying the lies. The death penalty for false prophets is given in Deuteronomy 18:20 cf Deuteronomy 13:6-11.
FALSE PROPHETS

There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day (Jeremiah 2:8,  Ezekiel 13:1-23).  Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about (Matthew 7:15 - 23). 

God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgement upon them, so that believers are always presented with an obedience test, to see whether we will obey the scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgement.  False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching.  Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil (Hosea 4:5, 6,  9:7, 8).

Tests that believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy:

a) 
The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God (Jeremiah 23:33-36, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 1 Corinthians 14:32). 

b) 
The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God (Deuteronomy 13:1- 5). 

c) 
The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested (Deuteronomy 18:20-22,  Jeremiah 28:9).

d) 
Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false (Jeremiah 8:10). 

e) 
Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false (Micah 2:11).

f) 
Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife,.....etc in their life , they were false! (Jeremiah 23:11).

g) 
God's prophets were generally men alone, not in groups (1 Kings 22:5-8, 18:22).

h) 
Does the prophecy accord with scripture? (1 Corinthians 14:37, 38,  2 Kings 23:2).

4  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets shall be ashamed every one of his vision, when he hath prophesied; neither shall they wear a rough garment to deceive: 5  But he shall say, I am no prophet, I am an husbandman; for man taught me to keep cattle from my youth. 6  And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.

These false prophets when the pressure comes on will distance themselves from the area of prophecy. They will no longer promote or mention the visions and dreams they have pronounced before. They will not wear the standard uniform of the prophet which was a rough coat of camel hair which some of the earlier prophets wore such as Elijah in 2 Kings 1:8 and John the Baptist in Matthew 3:4.

They will even lie about their profession saying that they have been a farmer or cattle hand for their whole life. It is noted that the word husbandman is the translation of three Hebrew words, “Iysh Abad Adamah”, meaning “man work soil” or farmer

In verse 6 they are asked what are these wounds in thine hands. The Hebrew word translated “in” is “beyn” which means between and probably means wounds on the torso. They probably have received these scars as part of rituals involved in idol worship where wounds are self inflicted. An example of this would be the self mutilation of the prophets of Baal during their confrontation with Elijah.

To answer the accusation that they were involved with idol worship the false prophet would blame either excessive discipline by their parents at home or being in a brawl with companions.
APPLICATION

This shows unlike those who advocate replacement Theology, where the Church has replaced Israel forever, that there will be a time in the future when the Jews will have a mass conversion to the Lord.  The Jews will play a pivotal role in the plan of God in the future.  The time of the Tribulation is “Jacob’s Trouble” – when Israel is converted and sifted.
Idolatry and false prophets will be removed and there will be such a wave of opinion against those preaching lies that the false prophets will be killed by their parents or they will distance themselves from all association with prophecy by saying they are lifelong farmers. 

When you resist the devil, he will flee from you, as he is aware that he is a conquered foe. When the righteous person stands up against evil and acts in accordance to the word of God they will retire from the situation. We need to know and apply the Word of God to experience.

DOCTRINES

CHURCH:  SECOND ADVENT

JEWISH WEDDING

HERESY

ZECHARIAH 13:7-9

7  Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones. 8  And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. 9  And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

7  Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones. 
The word awake here can also be translated raise up. When combined with the sword, which is judgment, and the phrase “against my shepherd”, we see that this is the judgment suffered by the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross. Until the Cross God the Father holds off on his discipline for sin, he overlooked sin, as the focus is upon its solution. 
In the phrase “against the man”, that is “my fellow”, we see the Hypostatic Union of Christ, the man being the humanity of Christ while “my fellow” shows that Christ was equal to God and is God. We therefore have the God–man the unique person; the Lord Jesus Christ. The penalty was paid by the humanity of Christ on the Cross.
The shepherd is judged on the Cross in 32 AD, and in 70 AD the sheep, who are Israel are scattered abroad under the dispersion, and they are still in dispersion in 2013. Jesus also used this as an illustration just prior to the Cross when he prophesied that the disciples would scatter as a result of the Cross.

8  And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. 9  And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God.

In these verses we have the termination of the second dispersion. Of all the Jews that are alive at the Second Advent two thirds are subject to the Baptism of Fire while the other third goes into the Millennium. The Jewish Baptism of  Fire is given in Ezekiel 20:33-38

The remnant will be brought through the Baptism of Fire. They are tried through testing and found acceptable. The example is the old form of refining gold where after fire is applied to gold bearing rock the gold melts and the slag remains and is useless.
God will respond to their call for salvation and God will affirm that he and they are related through Christ and this will also be the response from the believers to God.
APPLICATION

The Lord’s death on the Cross was not an accident, He was not a victim but was a courageous man who suffered for others who fled the scene. We must realise that God is in control of history and be confident that whatever happens to us God know this in eternity past and made allowance for it within the plan.
The choice is clear; either you are a believer, and destined to spend eternity with God, or an unbeliever with no relationship with God, destined to spend eternity with Satan and his angels.
DOCTRINES

CHRIST – THE SHEPHERD

CHRIST:  SACRIFICE OF CHRIST 

CHRIST:  HYPOSTATIC UNION – GOD - MAN

UNBELIEVER

CHAPTER 14

ZECHARIAH 14:1-3

1  Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 2  For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3  Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 

The word “day” is used in three different ways for time periods in the Bible.
The Day which is less than 24 hours.

a) 
The day of salvation is the moment of time when an individual believes in the Lord Jesus Christ and refers to that moment of faith in Christ. (2 Corinthians 6:2).
b) 
The day of Christ - is the rapture of the Church which will be instantaneous "in the twinkling of an eye" (Philippians 1:10, 2:16, 1 Corinthians 15:52).
c) 
The day of wrath - is the Great White Throne Judgement when the unbeliever is judged by Jesus Christ and cast into the Lake of Fire. (Romans 2:5-6, Revelation 20:11-15).

d) 
The day of declaration - refers to the Judgment Seat of Christ, when the works of Church Age believers will be judged. (1 Corinthians 3:13, 2 Corinthians 5:10).
The Day which is more than 24 hours

a) 
The day of redemption which refers to the resurrection of believers for all eternity. (Ephesians 4:30)

b) 
The day of the Lord can refer to the Tribulation, Second Advent or Millennium, depending on the context.  (Isaiah 2:12, 13:6, Joel 1:15, 2:1 Zechariah 14:1, 1 Thessalonians 5:2, 2 Peter 3:10)

c) 
The day of God - which refers to eternity. (2 Peter 3:12).

The Twenty-four Hour Day - the solar day

a) 
The six days of the earth's restoration were literal 24 hour days. (Genesis 1:3-31).
b) 
The Sabbath (Exodus 20:10) a holy day in the dispensation of Israel.

c) 
The Lord's Day - which is Sunday, in remembrance of the Resurrection. (Revelation 1:10).
d) 
Living "one day at a time" concept in the Christian life. (Romans 14:5-6).
In this context it refers to a period of time for the days leading up to the Second Advent followed by the Millennium. 

The word “cometh” is in the Kal perfect. It is in the perfect tense showing that the coming of the Lord and the Millennium is a certainty because God knows precisely what is going to happen in the future.

The spoil in verse 1 refers to booty taken by the attackers from people in Jerusalem especially those who do not resist. Those who do not resist are going to be subject to violence. We remember the phrase, “Give me liberty or give me death”.
2  For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3  Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.

This is the culmination of the Tribulation period, where the armies of the world come to take Jerusalem. We notice that this is part of the Plan of God, as it states in verse 2, that He will gather all nations against Jerusalem. The Hebrew word for nations “goy” also means Gentiles or heathen, so the heathen Gentiles attack Jerusalem.

We see that there is some success in this attack, with a part of the city taken, and half the people captured or killed. Spoil is taken from the houses, women are raped, and there is a high level of violence, and many will be killed or enslaved.
However there is a believing remnant which is not cut off. They follow the instructions in the Bible saying that they must fight knowing that the return of the Lord is near. Luke 21:24  “And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 25  And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 26  Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 27  And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”
The Lord now personally returns and fights for the believers with devastating power and destroys the enemy. This passage is in a typical Jewish format, with these opening verses of chapter 14 being a summary of events, which are amplified further in this chapter.
APPLICATION

It again shows that God is outside of, and unlike us, not constrained by space or time, as he is the creator of the universe of space and time. He knows precisely what is going to occur in the future and at what time these events will occur.
God will not leave His people to be oppressed by the heathen but will retaliate with overpowering force at the time of His choosing.

We need to know what God thinks about a whole range of items and therefore as believers we should be knowledgeable about what the Bible says and be able to rightly divide the Word of Truth.

DOCTRINES

CHRIST:  FAITHFULNESS OF CHRIST

CHRIST: FIRST AND SECOND ADVENTS

ZECHARIAH 14:4-11

4  And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. 5  And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. 6  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: 7  But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light. 8  And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. 9  And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one. 10  All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the king's winepresses. 11  And men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

4  And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. 5  And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. 
After confirming the Lord’s intervention into the defence of Jerusalem, Zechariah now explains the way in which it will occur, and the way of escape. It will begin with the return of the Lord Jesus Christ when His feet will touch the surface of the Mount of Olives just as had been prophesied in Acts 1:11-12. It is of interest that the glory of God in the form of the Shekinah Glory departed towards the east in Ezekiel’s vision of Ezekiel 11:23.
Geological examination of the Mount of Olives has shown a fault that would be conducive to this, to split the mountain in the way outlined in this passage. The resulting valley allows for the people to escape eastwards. They will flee as they did in the time of the great earthquake of Uzziah which is mentioned in Amos 1:1.
Josephus regarded this great earthquake as divine judgment on Uzziah who had gone into the Temple to assume the role of the priesthood. 2 Chronicles 26:16.  It is of note that the people fighting on for the Lord at that time have stood against the Anti-Christ and his false prophet, who have pretended they are God, and God’s true prophet, when they are both fakes and wil be judged.  Revelation 19:19 - 20:15.
The saints that come with the Lord Jesus Christ are the Church Age believers in their resurrection bodies following the Lord back to earth having been evaluated after the Rapture some seven years previously. Revelation 19:11-18. 

6  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: 7  But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light. 
The day of the Second Coming of Christ is unique in a number of ways. One is that there will be an unnatural darkness over the earth, just as there was over the Cross, but world wide, and far darker and more ominous. This is so every eye will see his coming. Revelation 1:7. Even on a dark night without the moon there is still a level of light under which one can operate. This light comes from the stars. This verse however says that even the light of the stars will be concealed or darkened.
Under these conditions armies grind to a halt. Darkness will be the friend of the defenders of Jerusalem. This is the same type of darkness which covered Golgotha at the time our Lord was bearing and being judged for the sins of the world. In the evening however the light will return.  From Revelation Chapters 6-19, we can see that the judgments of God involve significant tectonic activity, and so the atmosphere will be darkened for many months, even years through this terrible time.  None will doubt the earth is judged, but many will choose the satanic solution!
8  And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. 9  And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one. 
As a result of the seismic changes in the area of Jerusalem at the Lord’s coming, a perennial spring of water will erupt from Jerusalem, dividing its flow between the Mediterranean and Dead Seas. This in effect will create Jerusalem as a port for the first time in history, although the port will be some distance from the city itself. It is noted that the spring of water emanating from the area of Jerusalem will be continuous, and not reliant on rainfall.  This entails an uplift of 1000 feet for the Dead Sea area, and a drop of over 2000 feet for the city of Jerusalem – this last great series of earthquakes as described in Revelation will be the greatest roller coaster ride in history. 
It is noted in verse 9 that the Lord Jesus Christ, as King of the Jews, will not only rule over the Jewish nation, but be the King of all the Earth. He is also called this in Zechariah 4:14, 6:5, and Micah 4:13. The Apostle John confirms this in Revelation 17:14, 19:16.  He is the King of all Kings and Lord of Lords. He is not only a King, but also God, and will be worshipped as such. With religion cut out of the world he will be universally acknowledged as the unique God man.

10  All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the king's winepresses. 11  And men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited.

The whole of the land in the vicinity, with the exception of Jerusalem, itself will be levelled from Geba on its northern boundary, Joshua 21:17, to Rimmon fifty kilometres south of the city. This will make Jerusalem more prominent as the capital city of the world, and pilgrims will have to ascend when they come, to personally worship the Lord at the Feast of Tabernacles. Jerusalem will be inhabited safely at this time. Teaching of the Word of God often occurred at the gates with the kings winepress representing happiness and joy.
In verse 11 we have the concept of utter destruction, which is translated from the word Cherem. This can also be translated ban or curse. Anything under the ban or curse could not be redeemed and therefore had to die.
Anything under the ban or curse was dedicated to the Lord. Jericho was put under the ban or curse. When Joshua approached Jericho he had the orders to wipe them out. Jericho was inhabited by a branch of the Canaanites. By the time of Joshua they were totally without law and order. They were totally against marriage, family, and the one true God. They were guilty of significant sexual sins such as homosexuality, bestiality, and also offered their children as sacrifices to their gods.

Joshua was told to kill the people and animals. The only people to escape were Rahab and her family due to her being a believer, and from those amongst the Gideonites. It was a descendent of these saved canaanites who approached the Lord for healing and was blessed.  Matthew 15:22ff.  She demonstrated her faith by hiding the spies and is one of four gentile women in the direct line of Christ. In contrast Achan one of the Israelites took material from Jericho and as a result he became “Cherem” and was killed.
Jerusalem itself became “Cherem” (defiled by sin/evil), with the result that it was destroyed in 586 BC and 70 AD due to the inhabitants participation in religion.  2 Chronicles 36:13-16.  However on the return of Christ the Cherem is removed from Jerusalem forever. Daniel 9:27-29.  When the curse is removed you have a city of happy people. 
In this verse however we are told that there will be no more curse because the Lord has returned and the Millennium is about to commence with perfect environment and the imprisonment of Satan for a thousand years.

APPLICATION

The Lord will protect believers under the most dire of conditions. The life and the time of death for the believer is the prerogative of God.  We are within the eternal plan of the Father.
We are born under a curse and doomed to die. Christ however took the Cherem for us and has therefore redeemed us from the curse of the law. We are redeemed because he was our substitute. 

The curse in us is our Old Sin Nature, which condemns us to death, a death which can only be avoided by accepting the payment that Christ made upon the Cross.

Nothing can deliver you from Cherem other than the grace of God.
DOCTRINES

DYING GRACE

SALVATION:  REDEMPTION

ZECHARIAH 14:12-15

12  And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth. 13  And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the LORD shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbour. 14  And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the heathen round about shall be gathered together, gold, and silver, and apparel, in great abundance. 15  And so shall be the plague of the horse, of the mule, of the camel, and of the ass, and of all the beasts that shall be in these tents, as this plague.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

12  And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth. 13  And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the LORD shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbour. 14  And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the heathen round about shall be gathered together, gold, and silver, and apparel, in great abundance. 15  And so shall be the plague of the horse, of the mule, of the camel, and of the ass, and of all the beasts that shall be in these tents, as this plague.

In true Jewish style verses 1-3 of this chapter are further expanded showing how the Lord will afflict those who are attacking Jerusalem.

It is noted that the result of exposure to the atomic bombs dropped on Japan at the end of World War 2 had the effect similar to those outlined in verse 12. The use of nuclear weapons cannot be ruled out but we must remember that a lot of this conflict will be quite close quarter. 

In addition we need to remember what happened to the Assyrian troops surrounding Jerusalem at the time of the Sennacherib invasion when overnight the angel of the Lord killed 185,000 troops outside the city causing the besieging army to retire.

In verse 13 we see the effect of darkness on the military situation where there is confusion and panic causing the armies attacking to start killing their own. Night time attacks can be very effective for small groups dealing with an enemy with vastly superior numbers. This can be seen in the account of Gideon and Abraham and the outcome of the battles they were involved with.  Night attacks can however go very badly wrong, and here it does.  Satan does not do teamwork – for his followers are as narcissistic as he is.
Having concentrated on the situation in Jerusalem, Zechariah now adds the fact that there is another group of Jews who are also resisting in the south and in the mountains of Arabia to the west.  Isaiah 63:1ff.
In verse 14 we see that those of Judah also fight and as a result accumulate a large amount of booty from the Gentile or heathen armies. This in large measure will be retrieving the plunder that the enemy has taken earlier from the section of Jerusalem which has been taken from them. 

In verse 15 the fact that the plague not only affects the opposing army but also animals as well.  These words read as if the people have experienced a thermo-nuclear blast.
APPLICATION

We should never be surprised as to what the Lord can do in protecting the believer. He opened the Red Sea, He killed the Assyrians, He gave Joshua the long day, He provided the ram in the thicket. Whilst we may see today the fruit of the Spirit, which relate to the effect of the Lord’s work, we need to also remember that He is the God of miracles, and when it is in accordance with his plan he will do mighty works.

If we have not completed our work for the Lord on this earth he will protect us. We are in the hands of the God of the universe.  Psalm 68:20, 116:15, Jeremiah 15:1, 24:4-7.
ZECHARIAH 14:16-19

16  And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. 17  And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. 18  And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. 19  This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

16  And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. 
There are seven Feasts of Israel ordained by the Lord in the Pentateuch and set out in Leviticus 23 [see page 95 and following]. 

The last of these is the feast of Tabernacles, which represents fellowship between God and Israel during the Millennium. In this feast the Jews were to leave their houses and construct booths outside and reside there for a week indicating their relationship and reliance on the Lord.  The feast of Tabernacles as well as Passover and Pentecost were the three feasts that the Jews were commanded to keep in Jerusalem in the year. 

Now in the Millennium they keep the feast that represents the era, and this is Tabernacles, not Passover, for he has come and he rules and tabernacles amongst his people. Also those of the Gentiles who as believers have survived the Tribulation, and entered into the Millennium, will also be required to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem at that time to worship the Lord Jesus Christ.

This does not mean that all will return to the traditional Second Temple Jewish form of worship, but a newly instituted worldwide religious order will involve both Gentiles and Jews, and incorporate some features identical with or similar to some Old Testament worship.
17  And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. 18  And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. 19  This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles.

As the Millennium progresses children will be born to the Tribulational survivors. These children will be born as unbelievers and under perfect environment still have to make a personal commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Many of them however will not make a personal commitment and will ignore this command. If they do not come to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles they will be punished with drought due to a lack of rain.  These are the people who after 1000 years of perfect environment still rebel against the Lord.
It is noted that Egypt is separated out from the rest of the nations as it’s water supply is not in the form of rain but due to the water supply of the Nile, and when disobedient, they will be struck by plague, as they had bene in the Exodus.
APPLICATION

God seeks to have fellowship with man, but it is only available through Christ, and with a positive attitude on behalf of the person concerned.

It is noted that even under ideal conditions, as will be found in the Millennium, with a perfect environment, no poverty, no war, a perfect economy and minimal death, a huge number of the children born to believing parents will still not trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.
At the end of the Millennium this group will rise up and follow Satan as seen in Revelation 20 and they like those who attack Jerusalem in the Tribulation period will be killed by God. The sin of unbelief is the only unforgivable sin.
DOCTRINES

SIN – UNPARDONABLE SIN

ZECHARIAH 14:20-21

20  In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the pots in the LORD's house shall be like the bowls before the altar. 21  Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the LORD of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hosts.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

20  In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the pots in the LORD's house shall be like the bowls before the altar. 21  Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the LORD of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hosts.

In that day there will be great holiness and blessing. The public life is represented by bells on the horses, the spiritual life by the cooking pots or bowls in the Temple. The whole area of concentration for the Millennium will be the Lord Jesus Christ. The word seethe means to roast or boil.

The Canaanite was always seen as ungodly or ceremonially unclean. In the Temple in the Millennium unlike on many other occasions in history there shall not be any uncleanness in the Temple.  People descended of Canaantite stock will be either saved or lost, but as a “type” the Canaanite will be judged and eliminated from the Temple forever.
APPLICATION

The reign of the Lord Jesus Christ is going to provide both spiritual and physical prosperity. There will be no more religion or Satanic deceit because the object of all worship will be on the earth and the source of deceit will be incarcerated in hell.

In addition the worship in the Temple will be pure and without any defilement. The environment will be absolutely perfect.

DOCTRINES
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