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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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INTRODUCTION

REPLACEMENT THEOLOGY

In Christendom over much of the last 1700 years there has been a misapprehension that the Jews have no longer an important part to play in the Plan of God.
Church leaders propose that as the Jews killed the Messiah this has excluded them from any major part in the rest of world history
They claim that the major role in human involvement in the plan of God is now the responsibility of the Church which has replaced Israel as God’s instrument in His Work.
In addition many claim that the Church will be successful in the conversion of humanity so that they can present a finished work to the King of Kings, the Lord Jesus Christ. In this many do not believe in the Millennium as a literal 1000 year reign of the Lord Jesus Christ on the earth nor consider relevant the many prophecies about the time of His return.
In this booklet I will assert that Israel still has a vital and pivotal role to play in the Plan of God and that the Church and Israel are used by God at various times. 

We will also see why Israel was set aside from the centrality of the Plan and a spiritual race, the Church, inserted into history but that Israel will return to focus in the last days.
DEFINITION AND DESCRIPTION

Replacement theology is the view that the international Church has superseded for all times national Israel as the institution for the administration of divine blessing to the world. This means that the Church is the new or true Israel that has permanently replaced or superseded Israel as the people of God. 

Replacement theology has been the fuel that has energized Mediaeval anti-Semitism, Eastern European pogroms, the Holocaust and contemporary disdain for the modern state of Israel. It may also influence how one views the modern state of Israel and events in the Middle East. Wherever replacement theology has flourished it has been bad news for the Jews. 

As dispensationalists we believe that the church is the current instrument through which God is working in this age, but God has a future time in which He will restore national Israel as the institution for the administration of divine blessing to the world. 

THE RISE OF REPLACEMENT THEOLOGY

Replacement theology has been the consensus of the church from the middle of the 2nd century AD. to the present day, with few exceptions. Even though the ante-Nicene fathers were predominately pre-millennial in their understanding of future things, they laid a groundwork that would lead to the rise and development of replacement theology. 

Premillennialist Justin Martyr was the first to view the Christian church as the true spiritual Israel around 160 AD. Justin's views laid the groundwork for the growing belief that the church had superseded or replaced Israel. 

Replacement theology received great impetus in an early political-ecclesiastical alliance forged between Eusebius Pamphilius and the Emperor Constantine. Constantine, regarding himself as God's representative in his role as emperor, gathered all the bishops together on the day of the 30th anniversary of his reign, an event which he saw as the foreshadowing of the future Messianic banquet. 

The results of that meeting, in Eusebius' mind, made it unnecessary to distinguish any longer between the Church and the Empire, for they appeared to merge into one fulfilled kingdom of God on earth in the present time. Such a move thus removed the role and the significance of the Jewish people in any future kingdom considerations. By this time the Church had become overwhelmingly Gentile reinforcing the concept that the Jews has no role in future events.

THE IMPACT OF REPLACEMENT THEOLOGY

The doctrine of replacement theology reflects a wide range of Christian thinking, from aggressive anti-Jewish hatred to simple misunderstanding and misapplication of biblical texts. Since Israel is a subject found on just about every page of the Old and New Testaments, to get that subject wrong can only lead to a massive distortion of Scripture. This has indeed been the case throughout the history of the church.

Paul says in Romans 11:7-8, "But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you." 

Yet, this history of most during the Church Age has been an attitude of arrogance toward God's wayward, chosen people-Israel.

Such an attitude of arrogance has led to a distortion of many biblical teachings. Some of the church often allegorizes many portions of the Bible, both Old and New Testaments, in order to teach that since the time of Christ Israel has no claim to the land of Israel. 

However while the church is said to be a partaker in Israel's promises in the New Testament, nowhere is she said to be a permanent inheritor of Israel's promises.

CONCLUSION

It is said that replacement theology is bad news for both the Church and Israel as it fails to see how the Bible distinguishes between God's plan for Israel and His plan for the Church. Replacement theology also requires the spiritualising of large sections of the Bible rather than taking the Bible simply as the Dispensational viewpoint allows. 

A number of books of the Bible such as Daniel, Zechariah and Revelation are considered in large allegorically rather than literal causing prophecies of the future to be ignored as well as a trend towards denying the Millennium as a physical 1000 years reign of Christ as the King of the Jews from Jerusalem as well as the universal King of Kings

In many cases the Church believes that by human achievement they will succeed where Israel failed and fail to discern that in the end the Church will fail. The unscriptural notion that God has cast off His people Israel and simply replaced it by the Christian Church is denied in the three chapters [Romans 9-11] which emphatically forbid us to speak of the Church as having once and for all taken the place of the Jewish people. Yet, today, even some evangelicals, are attempting to develop new reasons to replace Israel with the church.
COVENANTS AND DISPENSATIONS

It is often considered that Covenants and Dispensations are mutually exclusive, that you believe in one and reject the other. However it is seen that they are different aspects of God dealing with man over time periods with the Covenants providing grace to man and man failing to comply with the Covenants.
Dispensations show how God works with various groups to enable His Plan to be accomplished over the time period. 

COVENANTS

There are eight covenants made by God for man of which six can be related to man’s performance and dispensations.
The two Covenants that cannot be related to the performance of man are the Land [Palestinian] Covenant where God promised a significant area of land for Israel in the Middle East, which they have never fully occupied, and the Davidic Covenant where God promised that the Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah, was going to reign over the Jews forever. As we know Israel rejected the King at His First Coming.
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Neither of these covenants has been fulfilled to date but will be fulfilled literally in the Millennium when Israel for the first time in its history will control the area of land allotted to it by God and the Lord Jesus Christ will reign over the whole world from Jerusalem as the promised King of the Jews

Six covenants can be related to performance and dispensations. [see chart above] 
The six covenants are:-
[a] Edenic

[b] Adamaic

[c] Noahic

[d] Abrahamic

[e] Mosaic

[f] New

One common result in relation to his performance in relation to all of the covenants is the total abject failure of man in every one of them. 
As a fallen creature any thought that mankind can succeed in complying with God’s covenants is shown as observably false.

The Covenants are offered to man on the basis of grace and are universally abrogated by man. Man fails time after time. Dispensations and Covenant are not as is often held mutually exclusive but complementary.

God has a Plan which moves forward to fruition despite man’s action. Most of the Covenants are unconditional meaning that whatever man can do does not affect the Covenant. It will be kept because God will keep it despite man.

The great stumbling block as far as man is concerned is the Law as it is a conditional covenant. Man as always fails to keep his part in the covenant so God through the Lord Jesus Christ fulfils the law Matthew 5:17 “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill”. 

DISPENSATIONS

One key to understanding the Scriptures is to rightly divide the Word of Truth. An essential element of following this command and understanding the Scriptures is through Dispensations

The word dispensation is derived from two Greek words one of which is “Oikonomia” which means to administer or manage and the second is “Aion” meaning age. In other words it is management of a period of time. In the case of the Bible that period of time forms consecutive human managers of God’s Plan for man.
There are different ways of looking at Dispensations. 
1. At the College we have looked at Dispensations in the form of who was or is responsible for the spread of the Word of God over the History of man. Using this method time is split into four elements, 
[a] The Family from Adam to Abraham, 
[b] The Jews from Abraham to Pentecost and the Rapture to the Second Advent, 
[c] The Church from Pentecost to the Rapture and 
[d] The Lord Jesus Christ from the Second Advent to Eternity Future when time will no longer exist.
2. A second way is to tie in the Dispensations with the Covenants of God.
Dispensations relate to responsibilities of various groups for the unfolding Plan of God. It is instructive to look at how the Jews and Church are involved in God’s Plan over the Millennia. An examination of the dispensations from this viewpoint shows that some feature are the same such as salvation by faith alone but situations and other aspects indicate differences in operation. They are summarised below and include the Dispensation of the Millennium when the Lord Jesus Christ is responsible for overview of the Plan.

DISPENSATION OF THE AGE OF ISRAEL OR THE JEWS

1. Scripture:  Genesis 12 - Acts.

2. Limits:  Abraham to Second Advent.

3. Divided into Three Sections

a) The Patriarchs - Abraham - Moses.

b) The Law. Moses - Pentecost.

c) The Tribulation - Rapture - 2nd Advent.

4. Characteristics

a) Length of Age - approximately 2,000 years.

b) Means of salvation - faith in Christ (James 2:23)

c) Written Scripture - Old Testament completed 425 BC

d) Evangelists - The Jews

e) Four Unconditional Covenants:-

i) Abrahamic (Genesis 12:1-3)

ii) Davidic (2 Samuel 7:8-16)

iii) Palestinian (Genesis 15:18-21)

iv) New (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

These are fulfilled at the Second Advent, when Jesus, the Messiah returns to earth to reign as King.

f) Specific discipline for failure to comply with Divine Direction include:-

i) Where a foreign country rules the Jews (e.g. Rome from 60 BC. to 70 AD.)

ii) Where the Jews are removed from the land (e.g. Babylonian captivity 586 to 516 BC)

g) Major judgements - Babylonian captivity.

h) At death believers - Paradise (Abraham's Bosom) (Luke 16:19-31

i) At death unbelievers - Torments (Luke 16:19-31)

j) Priesthood - Levitical (Exodus 28-29)

k) The Law - given to Moses (Exodus 19-24)

l) Holy Spirit - assisted a selected few believers – e.g. Gideon, David, Samson.

m) Environment - sinful.

n) Satan - in heaven and on earth.

o) Rebellion - Idolatry, rejection of the Law of God.

p) Many languages - (Genesis 11:9)

q) Many races of people (Genesis 11:9)

r) Spirituality - resting in the promise of God (Hebrews 11:8-40)

5. The Jewish Age is interrupted at the crucifixion of Jesus Christ (Daniel 9:26a).  Instead of accepting their Messiah, the Jews rejected and crucified Him. 

God therefore has temporarily set the Jews aside and ordained the Church as His ambassadors on earth Romans 11:17-25. 

When the Church is removed from the earth (known as the Rapture), God will re-institute the Jews as His ambassadors.  
This will last for a period of around seven years (Daniel 9:26b-27), known as the Tribulation (see below), during which time the Jews will repent and call upon their Messiah.  The Lord Jesus Christ will then come back to earth at the Second Advent to regather Israel and establish His kingdom on earth.

6. See "Dispensation of the Tribulation" below.

DISPENSATION OF THE CHURCH 

1. Limits:  Pentecost to Rapture

2. Divided into Two Sections

a) Pre Canon to 100 AD Period of temporary and permanent gifts. (1 Corinthians 13:10)

b) Post Canon - period of permanent gifts only where the whole Bible is complete.

3. Characteristics

a) Length of Age - Unknown - but possibly about 2,000 years.

b) Means of Salvation - Faith in Christ. (Acts 16:31)

c) Written Scripture - Old Testament - Pre Canon; Whole Bible - Post Canon.

d) Evangelists - all believers (Matthew 28:18-20, 2 Corinthians 5:20)

e) Major Judgement -- Nil

f) At death (believers) - Heaven, face to face with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8)

g) At death (unbelievers) - Torments, Hades.

h) Priesthood - all believers as priests (1 Peter 2:9)

i) The Law - grace, the law having been fulfilled by Jesus Christ (Matthew 5:17)

j) Holy Spirit - indwells all believers (John 7:39, 1 Corinthians 6:19)

k) Environment - sinful.

l) Satan - in Heaven or on earth

m) Rebellion - Apostasy (2 Timothy 3:1-6)

n) Many languages - (Genesis 11:9)

o) Many races of people - (Genesis 11:9)

p) Spirituality - filling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18)

q) Every believer in union with Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

r) Every believer indwelt by Christ. (John 14:20)

4. The Church Age is not mentioned in the Old Testament.

a) The Church was a mystery to Old Testament writers. (Colossians 1:25-26)

b) The Old Testament Scriptures include everything such as the Incarnation, the Cross, the Resurrection, Ascension and Session of Jesus Christ. The Old Testament Scriptures then skip over the Church Age to the Tribulation, Second Advent and Millennium.

c) Examples of scriptures in the Old Testament where the great parenthesis occurs are Daniel 2:40,41,  7:23,24,  9:26a,26b,  11:35,36, Hosea 3:4,5 , Isaiah 61:2a,2b

DISPENSATION OF THE TRIBULATION OR THE TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE

1. The Tribulation is actually the last seven years of the Age of Israel (see above)

2. General Scripture (Revelation 4-19)

3. Limits:  Rapture to Second Advent

4. Characteristics:

a) Length of Age - 7 years. (Daniel 9:27)

b) Means of Salvation - faith in Christ.

c) Scripture - completed Canon.

d) Evangelists - 144,000 Jewish evangelists (Revelation 7). Also angelic evangelists (Revelation 14:6-7)

e) Major judgements - a succession of judgements upon the unbelieving world (Matthew 24:21)

f) At death believers - Heaven (Revelation 15:12)

g) At death unbelievers - Torments, Hades.

h) Priesthood - specialised priesthood - Jews.

i) The Law - no Law (Matthew 5:17)

j) Holy Spirit - assists believers but does not indwell.

k) Environment - sinful - Antichrist and Satan rule the whole world.

l) Satan - in Heaven or on earth for first 3 1/2 years; cast down to earth for second 3 1/2 years (Revelation 12:9)

m) Rebellion - Armageddon, one world political and religious system

n) Spirituality- resting in the promises of God.

o) Three sets of Judgements - seals (Revelation 6), trumpets (Revelation 8), judgements (Revelation 15,16)

DISPENSATION OF THE MILLENNIUM

1. General Scripture:  Many Old Testament passages, Revelation 20

2. Limits:  Second Advent to Great White Throne Judgement

3. Characteristics:

a) Length of Age - 1,000 years.

b) Means of Salvation - Faith in Christ.

c) Scripture - the person of Christ.

d) Evangelists - the person of Christ.

e) Major Judgements

i) Baptism of Fire (Matthew 3:12, 24:36-41)

ii) Last Judgement (Revelation 20:11-15)

iii) Destruction of Universe (2 Peter 3:7-13)

f) Death extremely rare in the Millennium. Extended life span. (Isaiah 65:20)

g) At death, unbelievers - Torments.

h) Priesthood - Christ.

i) The Law - no Law, Jesus Christ has fulfilled the law. (Matthew 5:17)

j) Holy Spirit - universal indwelling of the believer. (Joel 2:28-29)

k) Environment - perfect (Isaiah 11:1-9)

l) Satan - chained in the abyss until the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:2-3)

m) Rebellion - unbelievers at the end of the Age. (Revelation 20:7-9)

n) Spirituality - filling of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28,29)

o) No human religion - Satan bound - no influence on the earth. (Isaiah 2:3, John 8:44 cf Rev 20:1-3)

p) Israel -restored (Isaiah 35:3-10)

q) Universal peace (Psalm 46:9, Hosea 2:18, Micah 4:3)

r) Perfect government with Christ as King (Isaiah 11:1-5, Zechariah 14:9)

s) Universal prosperity (Psalm 72:7)

t) Universal knowledge of God. (Isaiah 11:9)

u) Radical changes in nature - restored to perfection as in the Garden of Eden

i) Mankind loosened from the bondage of sin. (Romans 8:19-22)

ii) Sin has no adverse effect on nature (Genesis 3:17-18 cf Isaiah 35:1-2,7)

iii) Animals will lose their ferocity (Isaiah 11:6-8, 65:25)

v) Millennium - begins with believers only.
FRAMEWORKS AND TYPES
The presence of the Messiah was able to be discerned in His First Advent from Daniel 9:24-27. The leadership of Israel knew what miracles the Messiah would make and these were performed by Jesus Christ but rejected. The presented Messiah was rejected and the Kingdom was therefore postponed. 

The Kingdom is the Millennium, the first 1,000 years of Jesus' eternal reign. It will be after the Second Advent, on the old earth. (Revelation 20:4-6). It was :-

a) Promised (2 Samuel 7:8-17, Psalm 89:20-33)

b) Prophesied (Isaiah 2:1-5, 2:11, 12, 35, 55, 56, 62:11)

c) Presented (Matthew, Mark, Luke) (Israel, not the church)

d) Postponed Epistles of New Testament (for church age)

e) Proclaimed (Revelation 10) (Angelic herald) (Revelation 11:1-1 4) (Human heralds)

f) Plagiarized (Revelation 13)

g) Perfected (Revelation 11:15-19)

During the interim period, in place of the Jews, there was created a group of believers, the Church with responsibility to progress the Plan of God. 
The time limit designed by God for this group would eventually expire and they would all be taken home. The time just before the return of the Messiah would again rest on the Jews and finalise the literal fulfilment of Daniel 9:24-27

DANIEL'S SEVENTY WEEKS

This prophecy is given in Daniel 9:24-27 and will be reviewed in sections

SCRIPTURE - Daniel 9:24 "Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity and to bring in everlasting righteousness and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. " 

Several questions are raised in interpreting this verse

What is a week?  In the ancient world both Greek and Latin philosophers knew the week, as the week of years. In this system one week equals 7 years. Thus seventy weeks equal 70 x 7 years = 490 years.

What Type of Year?  The year used in scripture of Daniel's time was the Jewish year which Abraham had preserved from his Chaldean home. Abraham's year was the lunar year and consisted of 360 days. The period stated then is 70 x 7 x 360 days giving a total of 176 400 days.

Who are Involved?  'Thy people, thy holy city' refer to the Jews and Jerusalem or Judea. We therefore have a period of 490 years involving the Jews and Jerusalem.

When Does this Period End?

a) In the second half of verse 24 the end of the period is given by six separate events:

i) to finish the transgression - the start of the Millennium at the 2nd advent.

ii) make an end to sins - perfect environment starts at the 2nd advent and continues for a thousand years. (Romans 8:19-21)

iii) make reconciliation - since AD 70 the Jews have been dispersed amongst the nations, they will continue to be dispersed until Jesus Christ calls them back to their land at the 2nd advent.

iv) bring in everlasting righteousness - the millennium starts a period of everlasting righteousness with the reign of Christ, this everlasting righteousness continues into the eternal future. This period starts at the 2nd advent.

v) to seal up the vision and prophecy - the 2nd advent fulfils the Abrahamic, Palestinian and Davidic covenant and this prophecy.

vi) to anoint the most Holy - at the 2nd advent Jesus is anointed King of Israel.

b) The terminal point in all six statements can therefore be said to be the 2nd advent of the Lord Jesus Christ or the midnight hour of (Matthew 25:6). We thus have a period from (Daniel 9:24) of 490 Jewish years each having 360 days terminating at the 2nd Advent.

In the next three verses the period of 70 weeks is carefully divided into three sections.

SCRIPTURE - Daniel 9:25 "Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks (49 years) and three score and two weeks (434 years):the streets shall be built again, and the wall even in troubled times. " 

We have therefore three periods into which the 70 weeks is split - 7 weeks + 62 weeks leaving a balance of 1 week. 

Expressed in years we have 49 years + 434 years + 7 years.

What is the Starting Point? - There were three edicts issued by Persian princes dating after the time of Daniel and relating to the Jews returning to their homeland, they were:-

i) The edict of Cyrus in 538 BC to rebuild the house of the Lord (Temple) (Ezra 1).

ii) The edict of Darius in 520 BC to rebuild the temple which is found in (Ezra 6) Darius' edict was to confirm Cyrus' previous order, the temple works having been stopped after the death of Cyrus.

iii) The edict of Artaxerxes Longimanus to rebuild Jerusalem in 445 BC (Nehemiah 2)

Inspection of Daniel 9:25 shows that the critical commandment which starts the 70 weeks clock ticking was the order to rebuild Jerusalem not the temple. The correct order was the edict of Artaxerxes in 445 BC 

When was it given? The practice of Persian Kings was to issue such orders on their New Years day, the 1st of the month of Nisan. Using the services of the Astronomer Royal G B Airy in London, Sir Robert Anderson, the author of “The Coming Prince” was able to determine that the 1st Nisan of 445 BC occurred on 14th March 445 BC. 

We therefore have the following date:- 14th March 445 BC -- 490 years -- 2nd Advent

It also states that Jerusalem will be rebuilt with its walls completed after 49 years (7 weeks) in difficult circumstances. There is considerable biblical evidence that Jerusalem was rebuilt under very difficult circumstances.

SCRIPTURE – Daniel 9:26a "And after three score and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for Himself." 

Who is the Messiah? – The Lord Jesus Christ!

In Luke's gospel as our Lord entered into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday just prior to his crucifixion the crowd welcomed Him as the promised Messiah (Luke 19:38). This was the only time when he was so called by the mass of the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

When was He cut off?

According to (Luke 3:1) Jesus Christ was baptised in the 15th year of Tiberius Caesar. As his ministry was three years in length, the entry into Jerusalem occurred in the 18th year of Tiberius. Searches of literature including, 'The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire' by Edward Gibbon, has shown that Tiberius became Caesar in 14 AD Entrance into Jerusalem was therefore on Palm Sunday 32 AD Again by computation the date of Palm Sunday 32 AD was 10th Nisan or 6th April AD 32, the crucifixion occurring on 9th April AD 32.

If this is correct, we should find correlation between the 483 Jewish years to the cutting off of the Messiah and the time between 14th March 445 BC and 6th April AD 32. 

The time between these two dates is 476 years and 24 days. 

Total number of days are therefore as follows:-

476 years x 365 days = 173,740

14/3 to 6/4 = 
24

Leap years = 
116

TOTAL = 
 173,880 days.

Jewish time:  483 x 360 = 
173,880 days

CONCLUSION 

The Lord Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem on exactly the day predicted by Daniel, not a day early, not a day late

Our scale now shows:- START - 14th March 445 BC -- 483 years -- 6th April 32 AD

The following questions now arise:

Has the second advent of Jesus Christ occurred? - No.

Is it longer than 7 years since Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem? - Yes.

Therefore there must be a gap between the 69th week and the 70th week.

START - 445 BC -- 483 years -- 32 AD -- GAP -- 7 years -- 2nd Advent - FINISH

This gap has been filled in God's view of history by the Church Age

The 70th week which is 7 years in length therefore is the last years before the return of the Lord Jesus Christ and according to the Bible are the worst 7 years in the history of man, The Tribulation.

The course of this 70th week is denoted in Daniel 9:26b, 27. "and the people of the prince (the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire) that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary, and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and until the end of the war, desolations are determined. And he (the dictator) shall confirm the covenant (mutual defence pact) with the many (the Jews) for one week (7 years) and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, (this refers to the erection of an image in the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem, see Revelation 13:11-15). even until the consummation (the 2nd advent) and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate (the dictator will be judged and cast into hell, see Revelation 19:20)."

We therefore have Daniel's 70 weeks divided as shown

START - 445 BC -- 483 years -- 32 AD -- CHURCH - 7 years -- 2nd Advent -- FINISH

FEASTS OF ISRAEL

In the Jewish calendar seven feasts were ordained by God for the Jews to follow and to be a sign to all believers.

In order the feasts were:-

a) Passover

b) Unleavened Bread

c) First Fruits

d) Pentecost

e) Trumpets

f) Atonement

g) Tabernacles

PASSOVER (Deuteronomy 16:1-8, Leviticus 23:5) 

Historically

a) This feast originated on the night when the angel of the Lord passed over the land of Egypt immediately prior to the children of Israel leaving their bondage under Moses.

b) A male lamb without blemish was killed on the 14th Nisan having been brought into the house 4 days before, great care being taken that not a bone in its body was broken. (Exodus 12:1-6)

c) The lamb was roasted, eaten with bitter herbs and any portion left was burnt. (Exodus 12:7-10)

d) In the original Passover the blood of the Lamb was daubed on the doorposts and lintels, any such house being spared from the last plague against Egypt. (Exodus 12:21-28) All plagues were against the gods of Egypt.

e) The Passover was on the anniversary of the promise to Abraham. (Exodus 12:41)

Fulfilment

a) The sacrificial lamb represents the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 5:7)

b) Christ died on the 14th Nisan on the cross having entered Jerusalem, the Holy city 4 days before on the 10th Nisan.

c) When the Roman soldiers broke the legs of the thieves they found Jesus dead so no bone in His body was broken. (John 19:32, 33)

d) The roasting of the lamb represents judgement, the bitter herbs representing sins or failures.

e) The eating of the lamb represents faith in the work of Christ i.e. eating and drinking at the communion table.)

f) By faith in Christ we are protected from the final judgement of God. (Romans 8:1)

Currently

a) Each time we celebrate the Lord's Supper we are looking back to the cross and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

b) This could also represent salvation to the believer.

UNLEAVENED BREAD (Leviticus 23:6-8)

a) This feast lasted for seven days starting on the 15th Nisan and portrays the provision and fellowship with God.

b) The bread was unleavened due to the need to leave Egypt with utmost haste. In addition the wine was without leaven or alcohol - the wine being boiled during this feast. This has been found in Chaldean army instructions when it was feared that the Jews could revolt during the time of unleavened bread if they were served with alcoholic Chaldean beer.

c) As God can have nothing to do with sin God's provision is without leaven as leaven represents evil in the scriptures.

d) There are various forms of leaven in the Bible:-

i) Leaven of the Sadducees - human viewpoint (Matthew 16:6)

ii) Leaven of the Pharisees - ritualism (Mark 8:15)

iii) Leaven of Herod - worldliness (Mark 8:15)

iv) Leaven of the Corinthians - wantonness (1 Corinthians 5:6, 7)

v) Leaven of the Galatians - legalism (Galatians 5:9).

e) Bread made without leaven shows the perfection of Christ (Leviticus 2:11).

f) This could represent the Christian walk for the believer.

g) The unleavened bread was cooked on a griddle which caused the bread to have stripes. It also had holes. By his stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:5) They will look upon him whom they have pierced (Zechariah 12:10).

FIRST FRUITS (Leviticus 23:9-14)

a) This feast always occurred on a Sunday and was celebrated on the 17th Nisan.

b) This feast portrayed the resurrection of Christ and occurred half-way through the feast of Unleavened Bread.

c) Christ is said to be the first fruits of them that sleep. (1 Corinthians 15:20)

d) Christ rose 3 days after his death on the Passover.

e) The Jews crossed the Red Sea 3 days after leaving bondage.

f) The ark rested on Ararat on this very day after the flood. (Genesis 8:4)

g) This could represent the resurrection body for the believer.

PENTECOST (Leviticus 23:15-21)

a) Pente - fifty - this occurred always on a Sunday 50 days or a week of weeks after the first fruits, generally in May or June. (Leviticus 23:15)

b) It represents the dispersion of the Jews which occurred historically in AD 70 and there followed a long gap to the next feast representing the long time the Jews would be out of the land.

c) Pentecost in the year of the crucifixion was the day on which the Church age started with the baptism of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem. (Acts 2:1-4).

d) At Pentecost, 3,000 were born again; at the giving of the law, 3,000 were killed.

TRUMPETS (Leviticus 23:23, 24)

a) This occurred in September, the blowing of the trumpets representing the coming of the king. It is the Jewish New Year Day.

b) This represents the return of the Lord Jesus Christ for his Church at the Rapture. The Jews recognise this as the day on which God would again have a relationship with the Jews.

ATONEMENT (Leviticus 23:26-32)

a) This occurred ten days after the feast of trumpets. It represents the fact that believing Jews only enter into the Millennium.

b) From evaluation of (Daniel 12:11 & 12) and parallel passages it is apparent that there is a period of judgement at the second advent of some 45 days. This is a period of the wheat and tares, the sheep and the goats. The unbelievers are baptised with fire. (Matthew 3:11,12.) The believers enter the Millennium.

c) This was the only day of the year that the high priest was able to enter the Holy of Holies bringing a bowl of blood, once for himself and once for the nation. (Hebrews 9:6-7). His entry represents the sacrifice of Christ.

d) Christ's sacrifice is the fulfilment of this ritual. Christ only had to make one offering, as he was sinless, for the sins of the world. (Hebrews 9:11-14) On the feast of Atonement red wool, the Atonement Lot, was tied to the temple pillar. After the blood was spilt the lot turned white until the time of the cross. Afterwards it stayed red. This sign showed Christ's once and for all sacrifice.

TABERNACLES (Leviticus 23:33-36)

This occurred five days after the feast of Atonement and lasted a week. It represents the Millennial Reign of Christ and the perfect provision and environment provided. (Deuteronomy 16:13-15, Romans 8:19-22)

It is of interest that the two feasts that speak of God's perfect provision - Unleavened Bread and Tabernacles - were a week duration whilst the others were for a day, speaking of a point in time occurrence such as the crucifixion, resurrection or rapture of the Church.

SUMMARY

a) PASSOVER fulfilled at The Crucifixion on Passover AD 32

b) UNLEAVENED BREAD fulfilled at Burial of Christ on Unleavened Bread AD 32

c) FIRST-FRUITS fulfilled at Resurrection of Christ on First-Fruits AD 32

d) PENTECOST fulfilled at End of Jewish Age on Pentecost AD 32

e) TRUMPETS to be fulfilled at Rapture of Church

f) ATONEMENT to be fulfilled at Second Advent of Christ

g) TABERNACLES to be fulfilled at Millennial reign of Christ

CONCLUSION

As Paul had seen the literal fulfillment of the first four feasts in some 8 weeks in AD 32 it is hardly surprising that he would expect to be in the "rapture generation" (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 2 Thessalonians 2:1)

FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND – OUTLINE OF HISTORY

1. The feeding of the five thousand and the subsequent walking on the water can be analogised to the span of human history from the ministry of Jesus Christ on earth to the Millennial reign of Christ (Matthew 14:13-33).

2. The healing of the sick and the feeding of the five thousand relates to the ministry of Jesus Christ on earth during his first advent in the Age of the Jews (v 15-21 ).

3. The baskets of bread with which the disciples set off in the boat - the canon of scripture (v 20),

4. The setting off in the boat - the church age believers without Jesus Christ in a physical form on earth (v 22).

5. The water represents the Gentile nations which make up the church (v 22).

6. Jesus going up into the mountains to pray by himself shows the ascension and session of Christ at the right hand of God during the Church Age where he makes intercession for us.

7. The boat hit by a tremendous storm (v 24) portrays the time of the tribulation just prior to the return of Christ, a time of great testing.

8. The Lord appearing at the height of the storm (v 27) indicates the return of Jesus Christ at the Second Advent.

9. As the Lord enters the boat the storm ceases (v 32), representing the perfect environment of the Millennium with the Lord back on earth.

10. The worship of Jesus Christ shows the worship of Christ in the Millennium (v 33) when the knowledge of the Lord will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.

FIERY FURNACE IN DANIEL AS A PICTURE OF THE TRIBULATION

1. General Scripture; Daniel 3

2. Synopsis - Nebuchadnezzar, King of the Chaldeans, erects a huge statue and commands all his subjects to worship it. Three hostages from Judea refuse and are thrown into a fiery furnace which they miraculously survive. Nebuchadnezzar is highly impressed and commands his subjects never to criticise God. Hostages, as a result, receive promotion.

3. With their capture by Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel and his friends had their names changed to try to mask God's provision.

a) Hananiah (God is kind) or Shadrach (Persian god of love). (Daniel 1:7)

b) Misheel (God's provision) or Meshach (Persian sun god). (Daniel 1:7)

c) Azaria (God strengthens) or Abednego (Persian god of education). (Daniel 1:7)

d) Daniel (God's judge) or Belteshazzar (Zeus, chief god). (Daniel 1:7)

4. Prophetic Analogy of Daniel 3 which illustrates the tribulation period, followed by the millennium.

a) Nebuchadnezzar is a picture of the beast of the Great Tribulation (Revelation 13:1) who sets up an image to be worshipped (Revelation 13:14,15).

b) The image which Nebuchadnezzar set up foreshadows the image set up in the temple in the Tribulation (Daniel 11:31; 12:11; Matthew 24:15).

c) Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego depict Jewish believers in the Tribulation who know and trust the Word of God and are delivered (Zechariah 14:1-9; Matthew 24:9-26).

d) The furnace foreshadows the terrible testing in the Tribulation.

e) The fourth person in the furnace - the Son of God - is analogous to Jesus Christ at the Second Advent when He will come to deliver all believers.

f) The worship decree of (Daniel 3:29) portrays the universal worship of Christ in the Millennium.

5. Lessons for us from Daniel 3

a) Nothing made by man or any man is worthy of worship.

b) Neither human pride nor supreme power can change the course of human history.

c) Government interference with human free will in spiritual matters is wrong.

d) Compromise with unchristian or worldly viewpoints is not honouring to God.

e) A believer should never retaliate against jealous people - instead claim (Romans 12:19) - the battle is the Lord's.

f) In times of pressure and suffering, knowledge of God's Word is imperative for stability and making correct decisions.

g) True happiness comes from trusting the Lord and not from material possessions or position.

MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION

1. The transfiguration scene is given in Matthew 17:1-9 and is a representation of the Second Advent and coming kingdom of the Lord - the Millennium.

2. On the mount was the Lord in his resurrection body. (Matthew 17:2)

3. Moses in his resurrection body represents all the saints who have died.

4. Elijah in his resurrection body represents all the saints who have been translated. (1 Corinthians 15:50-53, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

5. Peter, James and John in their natural bodies depict the regenerate of Israel entering into the Millennial Kingdom in their natural bodies to re-populate the earth.

6. The multitude at the base of the mountain represent Gentile believers who also enter into the Millennial Kingdom. (Isaiah 11:10-12)

7. APPLICATION

[a] Scripture Matthew 17:1-13, Mark 9:2-13, Luke 9:28-36

[b] The transfiguration was God’s confirmation of the Messiahship of Jesus Matthew 17:5, Mark 9:7, Luke 9:35

[c] It was in anticipation of the earthly kingdom as when that occurs His glory will not be hidden.

[d] It guaranteed the fulfilment Scripture 2 Peter 1:16-21

[e] It is a pledge that there is a life beyond death as Moses died and was present here.

[f] It showed what it cost for Jesus to come to the earth and become the Saviour Hebrews 2:7

[g] It is a measure of His love for us that He was willing to have His glory veiled again

NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM

1. In the book of Daniel visions showing the course of the empires in history.

2. Head of Gold (Daniel 2:32, 38)

Chaldean Empire under Nebuchadnezzar who dispersed the Southern Kingdom in 586 BC and took them into captivity in Babylon. The last king was Belshazzar who was defeated the by the Persians in 538 BC (Daniel 5; 7:4).

3. Shoulders of Silver (Daniel 2:32, 39)

The Medio Persian Empire under Cyrus the Persian and Darius the Mede who having overthrown the Chaldeans in 538 BC dominated the Middle East until 331 BC. (Daniel 7:5, 8:3-8, 20-22).

4. Belly of Bronze (Daniel 2:32, 39)

The Greek Empire under Alexander the Great who conquered the known world in 12 years, died of an alcohol related disease in Babylon as he was trying to set up a super race of half Greek and half Persians. His empire lasted until the 1st century BC with the death of Cleopatra in Egypt. (Daniel 7:6, 8:3-8, 20-22).

5. Legs of Iron (Daniel 2:33, 40)

The Roman Empire with its two parts the eastern and western empires based on Constantinople and Rome. It finally collapsed under the Vandals, its last emperor being Romulus Augustus in the 5th century AD) (Daniel 7:7).\

6. Ten Toes of Iron and Clay (Daniel 2:33, 41-3, 7:8, Revelation. 13:1)

The Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation which forms the power base for the Beast.

7. The Rock (Daniel 2:34,35, 44-5,7:11,12)

At the return of Jesus Christ at the Second Advent to overthrow the world empires and reign, the stone takes up the whole earth.

8. The Empires

In (Revelation 17:10) it mentions seven kings or empires, five of which had fallen, one is, and the other is not yet come. Remembering these words were written by John in AD 96, 'that which is' is the Roman Empire. The Empires are as follows:-

a) Those that have fallen: Egypt, Assyria, Chaldea, Persia, Greece.

b) That which is: Roman.

c) That which is to come: Revived Roman Empire.

9. In both Nebuchadnezzar's dream in (Daniel 2) and the passage in (Daniel 7), man-made empires are destroyed by God. Worldwide empires tend to elevate man to a place of self-glorification, whilst all glory should go to God. God promotes nations (Genesis 10) and judges internationalism (Daniel 2:7).

SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION OUTLINE THE CHURCH AGE

The letters to seven churches are given in Revelation 2 - 3. Revelation 1:20 tells us that the seven lamp stands are the seven churches.  While these represent literal churches in John's time, they also represent the condition of the Church during the Church Age.

1. EPHESUS:- 

a) Scripture:(Revelation 2:1-7)

b) Description of Christ - Hand Holding Stars (Revelation 1:16)

c) Evaluation - Mediocre spiritual life.

d) Criticism - Stayed out of fellowship.

e) Advice - Get back into fellowship.

f) Praise - Rejected paganism.

g) Future Assurance - Eternal life.

h) Type - Bible believing, but legalistic.

i) Era - 33-100 AD

2. SMYRNA -

a) Scripture:(Revelation 2:8-11)

b) Description of Christ - First and Last (Revelation 1 11)

c) Evaluation - Strong in Doctrine.

d) Criticism - Nil

e) Advice - Do not worry in oppression.

f) Praise - Faithfulness.

g) Future Assurance - No condemnation.

h) Type - Persecuted Church.

i) Era - 100-312 AD

3. PERGAMUM:-

a) Scripture:(Revelation 2:12-17)

b) Description of Christ - The Judge with the Sword (Revelation 1:16) 

c) Evaluation - Faithful in a pagan area.

d) Criticism - Some following of paganism.

e) Advice - Remove Nicolatans

f) Praise - Nil.

g) Future Assurance - Justification.

h) Type - State Church.

i) Era - 312-592 AD

4. THYATIRA:-

a) Scripture:(Revelation 2:18-29)

b) Description of Christ- Eyes of Fire, Feet of Brass (Revelation 1:14,15)

c) Evaluation - Followers of False Doctrine. 

d) Criticism - False teachers.

e) Advice - Reject false doctrine

f) Praise - Faithfulness.

g) Future Assurance -Rulership, Happiness.

h) Type -Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches

i) Era - 590-1517 AD

5. SARDIS:-

a) Scripture:(Revelation 3:1-6)

b) Description of Christ - 7 Spirits of God (Revelation 1:16, 20) 

c) Criticism - Working in the power of the flesh.

d) Advice - Return to producing divine good.

e) Praise - Some are in fellowship.

f) Future Assurance - Future Righteousness.

g) Type -Fundamental but legalistic.

h) Era - 1517-1750 AD

6. PHILADELPHIA:-

a) Scripture (Revelation 3.- 7-13)

b) Description of Christ - Holy and True (Revelation 1:16) 

c) Evaluation -Grace church working in the spirit.

d) Criticism - Nil

e) Advice - Keep up the good work.

f) Praise - Nil

g) Future Assurance - Future Provision.

h) Type - Bible believing, missionary church.

i) Era - 1750-1925 AD

7. LAODICEA:-

a) Scripture:(Revelation 3:14-22)

b) Description of Christ - Faithful and true witness (Revelation 1:5)

c) Evaluation - Carnal believers and apostate.

d) Criticism - Poor witness.

e) Advice - Get back into fellowship.

f) Praise - Nil

g) Future Assurance - Rulership.

h) Type - Apostate Church.

i) Era - 1925-Rapture.

THE BOOK OF THE REVELATION

The structure of the Book of the Revelation indicates a similar Pre Tribulation, Pre Millennial view of Future Events.

The Structure of the Book of the Revelation is as follows

Chapter 1:- The Lord Jesus Christ Introduced

Chapters 2-3 - The Church on Earth represented by 7 different churches

Chapters 4-5 - The Church in Heaven

Chapters 6-18 - The Tribulation including the following divisions:-

The Seal Judgments - Chapter 6

Evangelism in the Tribulation - Chapter 7

The Trumpet Judgments - Chapters 8-9

God's two witnesses - Chapter 11

Satanic Attack on Israel - Chapter 12

Antichrist and the False Prophet Chapter 13

The Bowl judgments - Chapter 16

Political Globalisation - Chapter 17

Financial Globalisation - Chapter 18

Chapter 19 - The Second Coming of Christ

Chapter 20 - The 1000 year reign of Christ or Millennium

Chapters 21-22 - Eternity Future
CONCLUSION BIBLE PROPHECY AND THE BIBLICAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE END TIMES

The frameworks outlined above have a similar sequence:-

[1] First Advent and Ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ among humanity

[2] Departure of the Lord from the earth

[3] An interim period

[4] A time of great pressure and difficulty

[5] The return of the Lord Jesus Christ to set up His kingdom on earth 

[6] His reign on earth as King 

The sequence is most specifically given by the book of the Revelation as outlined above
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THE TWO GROUPS - ISRAEL AND THE CHURCH 
We will now look at the two groups which are under review, Israel and the Church.

ISRAEL

Israel is unique in the fact that it is a nation created by God for the purpose of representing Him. It is not included in the Table of Nations in Genesis 10. It was created around 2000 years after the fall of Adam. Up to the time of its creation individual leaders of families had been responsible for the spreading of the Word of God and evangelism.

Due to the gross evil of the human race the universal Flood of Noah had reduced the world population to eight about 400 years before Israel came into being. Following this severe judgment God ordered the human race to spread out over the world but they decided to stay in Mesopotamia and congregate around the Tower of Babel. God judged this action and they were dispersed as a result of the confusion of languages.
The representative nation came into being as a promise to Abram who was then led from the city of Ur in Mesopotamia via Haran to the Promised Land. The promise of God to Abram is given in Genesis 12:1-3  “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”
ABRAHAM

Abram was a descendant of Shem and son of Terah, who was born in Ur of the Chaldees about 2030 BC. Known as Abram (father of high and windy places) he was renamed Abraham (father of many nations) (Genesis 17:5) prior to the birth of Isaac. Known as a friend of God (2 Chronicles 20:7) he left Ur at the command of God (Genesis 12:1). He was told to leave his kindred, but he took with him his father Terah and his nephew Lot. He settled for a while in Haran (the dried up place) until his father died (Genesis 11:32). 

Entering the promised land he graciously allowed his nephew Lot to have the choicest grazing land for his cattle (Genesis 13:8-11) and was instrumental in releasing Lot from the spoils of the kings who attacked Sodom (Genesis 14). Abraham's faith was tested by worry in Genesis 15 and he took his future into his own hands with the birth of Ishmael through Hagar the maidservant (Genesis 16). After both Abraham and Sarah were past the age of child-bearing, Abraham was told he would have a son Isaac (laughter) (Genesis 18:10-15). Isaac was born (Genesis 21:2) and grew up to his adolescence. Abraham was told to sacrifice his miracle child Isaac (Genesis 22:2). Isaac bore the wood up Mt Moriah and was about to be killed when Abraham's faith was confirmed by the provision of the ram in a thicket (Genesis 22:10-13). Abraham died at the age of 175 (Genesis 25:7) and was buried in Mamre (Genesis 25:9).

ABRAHAMIC COVENANT 

The Lord promises four things.

1. I will make of you a great nation

2. I will greatly bless you, and exult your name.

3. I will curse/judge those who curse you.

4. All the peoples of the earth will be blessed “in you”.

So here we have the fact that the Lord is creating a new nation through Abraham. In addition the Lord has a special blessing on Abraham and the nation and will judge those who curse him. 
Here we see the divine judgment on those who are Anti-Semitic which has been a feature throughout history.
Finally all the peoples of the earth will be blessed “in you”. The blessing of humanity as a whole in Abraham is due to the Lord Jesus Christ being his direct descendant. The only lasting blessing in history has been Emmanuel, God with us.

ISRAEL BASED ON REGENERATION

Israel's future is based on regeneration. Romans 9:6-14 “Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 7 Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. 8 That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed. 9 For this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and Sarah shall have a son. 10 And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac; 11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid.”
While Abraham was also a father to Ishmael it was through the regenerate line of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that the line of the Messiah came.

ISRAEL AND THE PROMISED LAND
Israel's future is related to the Land. Genesis 15:18, see also Numbers 34:1-12, Deuteronomy 30:1-9

Genesis 15:18 “In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates”
DETAILS OF THE EXTENT OF THE LAND 

Numbers 34:1-12 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Command the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land of Canaan; (this is the land that shall fall unto you for an inheritance, even the land of Canaan with the coasts thereof:) 3 Then your south quarter shall be from the wilderness of Zin along by the coast of Edom, and your south border shall be the outmost coast of the salt sea eastward: 4 And your border shall turn from the south to the ascent of Akrabbim, and pass on to Zin: and the going forth thereof shall be from the south to Kadeshbarnea, and shall go on to Hazaraddar, and pass on to Azmon: 5 And the border shall fetch a compass from Azmon unto the river of Egypt, and the goings out of it shall be at the sea. 6 And as for the western border, ye shall even have the great sea for a border: this shall be your west border. 7 And this shall be your north border: from the great sea ye shall point out for you mount Hor: 8 From mount Hor ye shall point out your border unto the entrance of Hamath; and the goings forth of the border shall be to Zedad: 9 And the border shall go on to Ziphron, and the goings out of it shall be at Hazarenan: this shall be your north border. 10 And ye shall point out your east border from Hazarenan to Shepham: 11 And the coast shall go down from Shepham to Riblah, on the east side of Ain; and the border shall descend, and shall reach unto the side of the sea of Chinnereth eastward: 12 And the border shall go down to Jordan, and the goings out of it shall be at the salt sea: this shall be your land with the coasts thereof round about”.
[image: image4.jpg]



In history Israel has never controlled all the Promised Land. As God has promised the land Israel will receive it from God in the Millennium.
ISRAEL HAS A KING FOREVER

Israel has a King forever, the Son of David, the Lord Jesus Christ in the Millennium. He will rule as King of Kings as the King of the Jews from Jerusalem. At His first Advent He was greeted as King of the Jews, this time He will return and reign not only for the 1000 years of the Kingdom but also eternally.

2 Samuel 7:16 “And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.”

Psalm 89:34-36 My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips. 35 Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David. 36 His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me”.

REJECTION OF THE KING - JESUS CHRIST

From Matthew chapters 4-12 the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ consisted of travelling throughout Israel preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom and performing miracles to show the Jews that He was the promised Messiah.

According to Judaism in order to exorcise a demon one had first to establish communication with the demon. Once the name of the demon was known the exorcist could talk to him and then remove him out of the person. With a dumb demon it was not possible for this to occur but by Jewish Theology the Messiah would be able to cast out even this type of demon.

In Matthew 12:22-40 we start by observing the Lord exorcising a dumb evil spirit and the response of Israel. The miracle occurs in verse 22 and in verse 23 the response of the people who see this was astonishment and discussion among themselves as to whether they had the Messiah in their midst. 12:22-23 “Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw. 23 And all the people were amazed, and said, Is not this the son of David?” If He was not the Messiah then the Pharisees must offer some kind of alternative explanation as to how He was able to do this miracle that was supposed to be unique to the Messiah alone.

Seeking advice from their religious leaders the claim of the Messiahship of the Lord Jesus Christ was rejected by them in verse 24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils. The Pharisees accuse Jesus of being controlled by Satan and it is in fact Satan who is casting out the demon. 

The Messiah responds to this accusation in verse 25-30 by telling them that their statement could not be because it would mean that Satan’s kingdom was divided against itself. He challenges them that if He does it by the Holy Spirit then the Kingdom of God has come to Israel verse 28 “But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you” 
THE UNPARDONABLE SIN 

Matthew 12:31-32 “Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 32 And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.”
In verse 31 we have the unpardonable sin, the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit, committed by the leadership of Israel. It is the only time it is mentioned in the Scriptures and needs to be seen in context. 
It was committed by Israel as a national sin by the national rejection of the Messiahship of the Lord Jesus Christ while He was on earth on the grounds that He was demon possessed. 

It is seen that the unpardonable sin is not an individual sin but a corporate sin. This did not mean that individual members of that generation could not be saved for many were. However it did mean that nothing would avert the coming judgment on the Jews people.

The sin was unpardonable and judgment was set and come in 70 AD with the destruction of the Temple and the worldwide dispersion of the Jews. The Jews were on their way out because of their attitude to the Messiah and would be replaced by a new mysterious group comprising believers only, namely the Church.

It is important to note that the unpardonable sin was committed by one generation of Jews and is not applicable to the Jewish races as a whole as we will see a time will come when the Messiah will be recognised by a Jewish generation and they will call on Him. He will respond mightily but this event will be after the Church has been removed at the Rapture.

THE SIGN OF JONAH

Matthew 12:38-40 “Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee. 39 But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: 40 For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”

The Jewish leadership approached the Lord Jesus Christ demanding a sign from Him. He promised only one, the sign of Jonah which was the sign of resurrection. Jonah 1:17 “Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.
It is noted that Jonah was in the “whale’s belly” for 3 days. Jesus prophesied that His body would be dead for the same period. 

The three day period relates to the Jewish concept current at that day that the soul of a person hovered around the body of a deceased individual for up to 3 days after which it left and went to its final location.

FIRST SIGN OF JONAH

The first sign of Jonah was the resuscitation of Lazarus in John 11:1-44. The Messiah had raised others from the dead but great attention to detail was given by John for the resuscitation of Lazarus from the dead. 

John 11:39-46 “Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. 40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? 41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. 43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 45 Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him. 46 But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus had done.”

It is noted that Jesus delayed coming to Mary and Martha and that by the time He raised Lazarus 4 days had passed since his death and he was well and truly dead [v39]. The Lord Jesus Christ prays out loud for the benefit of the onlookers and many of the Jews believed on Him as the Messiah [v45]. Others however went back to the Pharisees [v 46] and later in this chapter they conspire to kill the Messiah.

SECOND SIGN OF JONAH

The second sign of Jonah was the resurrection of Jesus Christ Himself. Many believed and saw Him

CHRIST – RESURRECTION APPEARANCES

Recorded appearances after His resurrection:-

1. Mary Magdalene (John 20:14-18)

2. Women returning from the tomb (Matthew 28:8-10)

3. Emmaus couple (Luke 24:13-31)

4. Peter (Luke 24:34)

5. Ten disciples (Luke 24:36-43)

6. Disciples including Thomas (John 20:24-29)

7. Lake Tiberias appearance (John 21:1-23)

8. To the 500 (1 Corinthians 15:6)

9. James (1 Corinthians 15:7)

10. Disciples at the ascension (Acts 1:3-12)

11. Stephen (Acts 7:55)

12. Paul on Damascus Road (Acts 9:3-6)

13. Paul in the Temple (Acts 22:17-21)

14. Paul at night (Acts 23:11)

15. John on Patmos (Revelation 1:10-19).

The attitude of the leaders was to persecute the Church and ignore the second sign of Jonah. The second sign of Jonah was rejected in Acts chapters 1-7. 
The stoning of Stephen in Acts 7 marked the official rejection of the second sign of Jonah. This is why only from Acts 8 onwards does the gospel go out to the non Jewish world for the first time.

The book of Hebrews was written to Jewish believers who because of persecution were considering going back to Judaism. They were told to separate themselves from the group that had rejected the Messiah. 
Historically it is known that the Messianic Jewish community left Jerusalem in 66 AD when the revolt began against the Romans and waited out the war in Pella in the east bank of the Jordan. Here they were saved by believing and acting on the Bible instructions. Because of their belief there was no judgment on their group.

The Jews left in Jerusalem were in large measure killed with the rest going into dispersion in 70AD. It is of interest that the Second Temple was destroyed on the 10th Av, the anniversary of the First Temple’s destruction by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC. 

THIRD SIGN OF JONAH

Revelation 11:3-13 “And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will. 7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. 11 And after three days and an half the spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. 12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. 13 And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.”

This event takes place half way through the Tribulation period. The two witnesses Moses and Elijah have been witnessing from Jerusalem dressed as prophets and have had divine protection for three and a half years. They are then killed and their bodies lie in Jerusalem for three and a half days [v 11]. 

The world as a whole rejoices because they were aggressively against the message that the witnesses were giving. So great is their happiness that they send gifts to each other. Their happiness however is turned to fear when, after the allotted time of over 3 days, the witnesses are resuscitated and ascend into heaven.

We note that the Jews have been dispersed throughout the world so the third sign of Jonah required universal television to be in place so that Jews worldwide could see the third sign of Jonah.

It is during this time that the Jews repent, a third of the Jewish population recognise the Messiah. This triggers the return of the Lord Jesus Christ as the King of the Jews to fight for His nation and bring in the promised Kingdom, the Millennium

ASCENSION OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AND HIS PROMISED RETURN

The ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ took place near Bethany on the lower eastern side of the Mount of Olives and not from its summit. Luke 24:50-51 “And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. 51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.”
Additional information is given in Acts 1:9-12 “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel 11 Which also said, "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven'? This same Jesus, who is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”
We note in verse 11 that the onlookers were told that “this same Jesus who is taken up from you will come again in a similar manner. He is taken up into the clouds of heaven. One day it is said he will come back “in the same manner”, in the clouds.

The emphasis in these verses is the means of going and coming again not the place of His Second Coming. His return to protect the Jews commences after the national revival of Israel where they recognize the Lord Jesus Christ as the Messiah and call on Him for salvation. 

He left from Jerusalem and will return to Jerusalem but not directly. He will first arrive at Bozrah. He will arrive at the request of Israel and enter into a battle with the Antichrist and His armies. This evil army has advanced to Bozrah [Petra] where the Jewish believers have fled. The Lord will save the Jews of Bozrah before saving the Jews of Jerusalem Zechariah 12:7 “The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah.”

After the actual fighting is completed there will be a victory ascent up the Mount of Olives Zechariah 14:2-4a “For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. 4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east”.

CONCLUSION

The Lord Jesus Christ will return to protect the believing remnant of Israel ensuring that Satan’s attempt to destroy all Jews will not be successful.

He returns to Jerusalem where He will set up His kingdom as King of Kings but also as the King of the Jews, David’s greater son

This clearly indicates that Israel is not a spent force in the Plan of God but that its greatest days are yet ahead.

THE PREREQUISITES FOR ISRAEL FOR THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

LEVITICUS 26

In Leviticus 26 we have the five cycles of Discipline for the Jews. Non compliance with the will of God would result in an increasing level of discipline for the Jews given in verses 16 to 31. Leviticus26:32-39 deal with the current dispersion of the Jews that followed. However Leviticus 26 continues and does not leave Israel perpetually in dispersion.
Now Moses states that God has every intention to give Israel all the blessings and promises of the Abrahamic Covenant especially the promise regarding the Promised Land. Leviticus 26:40-42 “If they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers, with their trespass which they trespassed against me, and that also they have walked contrary unto me; 41 And that I also have walked contrary unto them, and have brought them into the land of their enemies; if then their uncircumcised hearts be humbled, and they then accept of the punishment of their iniquity: 42 Then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant with Abraham will I remember; and I will remember the land”.
In order for that to happen in verse 40 they have to “confess their iniquity” and the “iniquity of their fathers”. What is the iniquity? The iniquity is the rejection of their Messiah. If they confess that, they can then start to enjoy the Abrahamic Covenant 

JEREMIAH

This is again reiterated in Jeremiah 3:13 which is followed by the ensuing blessings of Jeremiah 3:14-18”

Jeremiah 3:13-18 “Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the LORD. 14 Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion: 15 And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding. 16 And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, in those days, saith the LORD, they shall say no more, The ark of the covenant of the LORD: neither shall it come to mind: neither shall they remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither shall that be done any more. 17 At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after the imagination of their evil heart. 18 In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of the north to the land that I have given for an inheritance unto your fathers”.

HOSEA

In Hosea 5:15 again the acknowledging of their offence is again mentioned. “I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early”
God left heaven at the incarnation of Jesus Christ at Nazareth and returned to Heaven at the Ascension due to the Jews refusing to accept Him as the Messiah. The offence is not being responsible for the death of Jesus Christ as it was a Gentile Pontius Pilate who was responsible for that act. In the affliction of the Tribulation they Israel will seek the Messiah and He will return to assist them in their time of greatest need.

ZECHARIAH

Further in Zechariah we have the same sequence of accepting the Messiah and calling on Him in Zechariah 12:10 “And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn”. Here we see the Jews accepting the Messiah Jesus Christ and pleading with Him to return. This will come in the Tribulation after the “Third sign of Jonah has been seen worldwide”. It should be noted that only in the last few years has such a universal viewing become technically available!
MATTHEW

Finally in Matthew 23:37-39 Jesus Christ said that they would not see Him again until they say “Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord” This is a Messianic greetings and indicates their acceptance of His Messiahship.

CONCLUSIONS

The Jewish leadership in the time of His Ministry rejected Him as the Messiah. In a future time in they must and will accept His Messiahship so that He returns to fulfill the Davidic and Land [Palestinian] Covenants.

Secondly there will be an unsuccessful Satanic attempt to kill all of the Jews before they can come to national repentance so that the Messiah would not return. This will be in the form of increased anti Semitism as the time of the Millennium nears. This is currently seen in many countries especially in the Middle East.
NEW COVENANT AND ISRAEL
The promises were confirmed to Jeremiah in the New Covenant in Jeremiah 31:31ff and repeated again in Hebrews 8:8-13 “He saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: 9 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. 10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: 11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. 13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.”
This covenant was repeated in the Letter to the Hebrews who were going to go into dispersion in the next few years. Here God shows that Israel will come back into intimate relationship with God. 

ISRAEL AS A NATION NOW AND IN THE FUTURE

VIEWS OF THE RETURN OF THE NATION ISRAEL

There are a number of ways one can view the modern State of Israel in relation to Prophecy

Firstly Replacement Theology particularly Amillennialism sees the modern Jewish State as purely an accident of history with no relevance to the future or prophecy.

A second view accepts that there will be a final restoration of Israel. However they look on the current Jewish state which is largely secular with even the Orthodox Jews being in a minority as not fitting in with their view of prophecy so they also reject it as an anomaly.

A third view is that what is happening today is the final restoration and is the beginning of fulfillment of the prophecies for Israel. When asked about the restoration for the Tribulational prophecies they will view the Nazi Holocaust as having completed those prophecies and are no longer relevant to Israel.
TWO WORLDWIDE REGATHERINGS OF ISRAEL 

The Biblically based view is that there are going to be two worldwide gatherings of the Jewish people.

The first is a worldwide regathering in unbelief in preparation of judgment, specifically the judgment of the Tribulation

The second will be the worldwide regathering in faith in preparation for blessing specifically in the Millennium

THE REGATHERING FOR JUDGMENT

As stated above the present status of Israel is that the Jews are in a portion of the Land but in unbelief 

REGATHERING TO THE LAND
In Ezekiel 20:33-38 Ezekiel draws an analogy between the Exodus’ generation which God brought out of Egypt. They arrived close to the Promised Land early in their wanderings but due to rebellion they were in the wilderness for 40 years and were subject to judgment. God states that He will draw out the Jews worldwide a first time but it will be for the purging of the nation. 

The regeneration of the nation due to the Tribulation judgments will create a second group which will be called to move into the Land under the King Messiah at His Second Advent.

REGATHERING TO JERUSALEM
In Ezekiel 22:17-22 Ezekiel focuses on the city of Jerusalem which becomes the furnace of affliction, a place of judgment

THE NUMBER OF WORLD WIDE GATHERINGS

The fact of two regatherings of Israel is recognized in Isaiah 11:11-12:6 which speaks of the second worldwide regathering, this time in faith for blessing. 

Isaiah 11:11-12 states “11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. 12 And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.” This movement cannot be confused with the return from Babylon as many world wide locations are cited.

WHEN IS THE FIRST REGATHERING?

Zephaniah 2:1-2 1 Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not desired; 2 Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the LORD come upon you, before the day of the LORD's anger come upon you.

Zephaniah 1:7-18 describes the situation in the Tribulation period. The first two verses in chapter 2 indicate that this gathering together will be before the Tribulation period. 

We are seeing this happen in our day and age where Israel is receiving people worldwide in a state of unbelief to settle in the Land after nearly two millennia.

The second regathering will be when the King of the Jews calls the dispersed believing ones back at the setting up of the Millennial kingdom. [see above]

THE NEED FOR ISRAEL TO BE ESTABLISHED IN THE LAND

Until 1948 Israel had not been a country since 70 AD when they were dispersed. There are a number of reasons why the physical reestablishment of Israel was necessary prior to the Millennium in the Plan of God.

Firstly in order for the Tribulation to commence there needs to be a significant nation of Israel for the Antichrist to sign a seven year agreement with. The start of the Tribulation is not at the Rapture of the Church but occurs by the signing of a covenant between Israel and the Antichrist. Daniel 9:27 “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate”
Secondly there needs to be an operating Temple for the sacrifices offered by the Levitical priests to be terminated half way through the Tribulation. [see Daniel 9:27a above] This in itself requires Temple mount to be under the control of Israel. This did not occur until 1967. Even so the administration of Temple mount has been under Jordanian Islamic control since that time.

Thirdly the Invasion of Ezekiel 38 and 39 requires a State of Israel to be in place for the northern confederation to attack and be destroyed on the mountains of Israel. Ezekiel 39:1-4 “Therefore, thou son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: 2 And I will turn thee back, and leave but the sixth part of thee, and will cause thee to come up from the north parts, and will bring thee upon the mountains of Israel: 3 And I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will cause thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand. 4 Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou, and all thy bands, and the people that is with thee: I will give thee unto the ravenous birds of every sort, and to the beasts of the field to be devoured.”

Again from 1948 to 1967 the mountains which form the backbone of the country were not under Israeli control. In the 1967 war they were added to be under Israel’s administration allowing for them to be designated the mountains of Israel.

Fourthly there needs to be an incentive for the Northern confederation to invade. Ezekiel 38:3-4a “And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: 4 And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army”
The very recent large gas and oil deposits may well be the incentive to invade as hydrocarbons have caused conflicts in the past.

Fifthly there needs to be an established nation of Israel for the Lord Jesus Christ to come back and defend at Jerusalem but also to relieve the beleaguered Jews at Petra at His Second Advent as seen in Zechariah 12:7 “The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah.” 

CONCLUSION

It is concluded that the modern state of Israel is totally compatible with the significant unbelieving country being in place as the first worldwide gathering prior to the Tribulation

The fact of the existence of the Jews at all as a special group has impressed thinking people over the years as their retention of a national status and culture over two millennia is unique. Here are a couple of quotes prior to the establishment of Israel.

Sir Winston Churchill “Some people like the Jews, and some do not. But no thoughtful man can deny the fact that they are, beyond any question, the most formidable and the most remarkable race which has appeared in the world.” 

Kaiser Wilhelm of Germany asked Bismarck, “Can you prove the existence of God?” Bismarck replies, “The Jews, your majesty, The Jews.”

ISRAEL’S FUTURE 
Zechariah 12:7-9 The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah. 8 In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that  day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before them. 9 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.
This clearly indicates that Israel is not finished in relation to God. They will return to the focus of God’s attention when the “Time of the Gentiles” is fulfilled at the Second Advent of Christ. 
The “Times of the Gentiles” is the period of time from the Babylonian Captivity to the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Over that entire period the Gentiles have trodden down Jerusalem except for temporary short periods of the Maccabbean Revolt [164-163 BC], the revolts against the Romans in 66-70 AD and 132-135 AD. Jerusalem has been under Israeli control since 1967 however Temple Mount is still under the Arab [Gentile] control.
WHERE DOES THE MESSIAH ARRIVE?

On His return to earth the Lord arrives on earth, not at the Mount of Olives but at Bozrah [ Petra] the location of the Jews before proceeding to Jerusalem. 
Israel's future in relation to God begins as a nation at the time of the Second Advent of Christ.

Zechariah 14:1-9 “Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. 4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. 5 And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. 6 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: 7 But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light. 8 And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. 9 And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one.”
Israel's future is guaranteed, even though the nation is now in dispersion under the discipline of God. The passage in Isaiah clearly shows the situation in the future Millennium. This is a worldwide restoration of Israel  Isaiah 11:4-12 “But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth: with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. 5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den. 9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 10 And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. 11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. 12 And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth”.

This is further seen in Zechariah 10:6-12 “And I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring them again to place them; for I have mercy upon them: and they shall be as though I had not cast them off: for I am the LORD their God, and will hear them. 7 And they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man, and their heart shall rejoice as through wine: yea, their children shall see it, and be glad; their heart shall rejoice in the LORD. 8 I will hiss for them, and gather them; for I have redeemed them: and they shall increase as they have increased. 9 And I will sow them among the people: and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children, and turn again. 10 I will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall not be found for them. 11 And he shall pass through the sea with affliction, and shall smite the waves in the sea, and all the deeps of the river shall dry up: and the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall depart away. 12 And I will strengthen them in the LORD; and they shall walk up and down in his name, saith the LORD.”
Examination of these passages show Israel has a key role to play in the Plan of God.
ISRAEL REPLACES THE CHURCH

The nation Israel is now in dispersion under the discipline of God.  The Church has replaced the mission of Israel during the Church Age. (Romans 11)  
When the Church is removed in the Rapture, Israel will again take up its purpose during the Tribulation in the form of evangelism during the last week of 7 years before the return of the Messiah. Revelation 7:1-9 “And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. 4 And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 5 Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand. 6 Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nephthalim were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand. 7 Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand. 8 Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand. 9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands”
THE CHURCH

In the Scriptures the word Church is derived from the Greek word Ekklesia which means literally "the called out ones". 
This word is used four different ways in scripture.

A Synagogue Matthew 18:17 “And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.”
Assembly of Israel Acts 7:38 “This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the mount Sinai, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us”
A Citizen Assembly Acts 19:32 “Some therefore cried one thing, and some another: for the assembly was confused: and the more part knew not wherefore they were come together.”
The Body of Christ which consists of all believers 
Ephesians 1:22,23, “And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

Ephesians 5:25-7 “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.”

Colossians 1:18 “And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the pre-eminence”
There is an invisible church which consists of all believers from Pentecost onwards. There are also many visible churches which is a mixture of believer and unbeliever which would be like the Citizen Assembly. 

THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH

The church is said to be a mystery. There are 11 mysteries in the Bible, the word mystery meaning something that was hidden in the past in the Old Testament period but is now revealed.
Ephesians 3:1-6 “For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, 2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: 3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 6 That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel”:

Colossians 1:25,26 “Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God; 26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:”

Romans 16:25,26 “Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began. 26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith”
TIME FRAME FOR THE CHURCH

3. The Church began at Pentecost in 32 AD as shown in Acts 2. The Lord Jesus Christ said that He would leave so that another Comforter, the Holy Spirit would be sent. John 14:16-20 “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. 20 At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.”
The Invisible church will be removed from the earth at the Rapture or the Removal of the Church 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 “But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words”.

SOME UNIQUE PROVISIONS FOR THE CHURCH AGE BELIEVER
Believers in the Church Age are unique, having spiritual blessings which did not exist in the Old Testament.

Every believer is united with Christ, in the Body of Christ.

Jesus Christ indwells every believer.

The Holy Spirit indwells every believer.

Every believer is a royal priest, praying and serving directly to God.

We now have a completed canon of scripture.

Believers are commanded to live by the Spirit, not by Law.

Every believer is an ambassador of Christ.

CHRONOLOGY OF THE CHURCH AGE

The sequence of the predominant types of churches can be seen in Revelation Chapters 2 and 3. Seven types of church are given and whilst there will be a mixture of all types throughout the Church Age the majority in order is as follows:-

1. EPHESUS:- Bible Believing but Legalistic 32-100 AD - Scripture:(Revelation 2:1-7)

2. SMYRNA – Persecuted Church  - 100-312 AD - Scripture:(Revelation 2:8-11)

3. PERGAMUM:- State Church 312-592 AD - Scripture:(Revelation 2:12-17)

4. THYATIRA:- Roman Catholic and Orthodox Church 592- 1517 AD - Scripture:(Revelation 2:18-29)

5. SARDIS:-Fundamental but Legalistic 1517-1750 AD - Scripture:(Revelation 3:1-6)

6. PHILADELPHIA:- Bible Believing Missionary Church 1750-1920 AD - Scripture (Revelation 3.- 7-13)

7. LAODICEA:- Apostate Church – 1920 – Rapture - Scripture:(Revelation 3:14-22)

RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH

The Church, the Body of the Messiah is a combination of Jews and Gentiles united in faith in Jesus. 

Ephesians 2:11-16 make it clear that there is no such thing as a Gentile or Jewish church. We therefore have a third entity coming into existence at Pentecost 32 AD adding to the Jew and Gentile groups. 

A major purpose of the Church Age is a calling out of Gentiles by the gospel Acts 15:14. “Simeon [Peter] hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name.”
The Church age believers are all baptised into union with Christ by the Holy Spirit at the point of salvation. At some time the Body of Christ will be complete and the Rapture of the Church will occur. 

The resurrection of the Church will not include the Old Testament saints other than those believers who received the Baptism of the Spirit either at Pentecost or some time later where they became members of the Church, the body of Christ. For instance the 11 surviving disciples believed in the pre Pentecost period but became members of the Church.

THE RAPTURE

The word “rapture” does not occur in the Bible. The Greek word which relates to it is “harpazo” which means to be “caught up”. It occurs in four passages. 

In Acts 8:39 it relates to the sudden removal of Philip from the presence of the Ethiopian eunuch

In 2 Corinthians 12:2-4 we see it used in relation to Paul and his visit to heaven which he was not allowed to elaborate on 

In Revelation 12:5 it is used of the Lord Jesus Christ and His ascension

The remaining one is 1 Thessalonians 4:17 where it is used in relation to Church where the verb “harpazo’ is in the future passive indicative first person plural

The future tense shows the Rapture is future, the passive voice means that we receive the action, the indicative mood shows the reality of the Rapture. The first person plural would be translated “we”. In all it means “We all will receive a sudden catching up” 

How did we get the word Rapture? Like many English words it comes from the Middle French ‘raptus” which itself is derived from the Latin “rapio” meaning to catch up or take away. The Latin word occurs in the Vulgate translation which was the Bible in mediaeval Europe.

THE EVENTS OF THE RAPTURE

Three passages deal with the Rapture of the Church – John 14, 1 Thessalonians 4 and 1 Corinthians 15.
JOHN 14

This passage does not detail the event of the Rapture but does contain the promise of the Lord Jesus Christ to return for the believers. The passage states that He is going to prepare a place for believers and that He will return to take believers to where He is, which of course is heaven. This is in complete conformity with the relationship in Israel where a bridegroom was making provision for His future bride. 

John 14:1-3 “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”
The movement from earth to heaven is important as those who believe the Rapture occurs at the end of the Tribulation have the believers meeting Christ in the air and returning straightway with Him to the earth.

1 THESSALONIANS 4 – THE CHRONOLOGICAL SEQUENCE OF THE RAPTURE

The second passage is 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 which describes the sequence and programme of the Rapture of the Church. Paul also replied to the concerns of the Thessalonians about whether believers dying [falling “asleep”] before the Rapture would be included in the Rapture of the Church. In verses 13-15 Paul reassures the brethren that those who have gone to be with Lord will be included. In fact they will precede those who are still alive. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-15 “But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep”. 

He now indicates in seven chronological sequences how this will occur.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words”.
1. The Lord “shall descend from heaven” – at some time in the future Paul says that the Lord will leave heaven and descend into the atmosphere of the earth

2. “With a shout” – the Greek word for shout is “keleusma” which is a military command where a military leader comes out of his tent and gives a command. This shows that the Commander in Chief will one day give a powerful command for the resurrection and the translation of Church Age believers to occur.

3. “With the voice of the archangel” – the voice of the archangel will be the voice of Michael who is the sub commander to set in motion the action.

4. “With the trump of God” – The sound of the trumpet was used in military events as a summons. The trumpet of God here summons the next stage of the Plan of God to get underway – the Rapture

5 “The dead in Christ shall rise first” – Because on Church Age believers are “in Christ” this is the resurrection of Church Age believers who have already died and are now present with the Lord. 

6. “Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds” – This is the resurrection of the believers who are alive at the time of the Rapture and includes the “Rapture” verb translated “caught up”. “The clouds” does not mean that the day of the Rapture has to have atmospheric clouds but likely identifies the resurrected saints clothed in white already with the Lord in the air.

7 “To meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord”. We will meet the Lord in resurrection bodies in the air and will proceed to heaven as promised by our Lord in John 14:1-3. Here we will be forever with the Lord. 

In heaven we will be subject to evaluation at the Judgment Seat of Christ and prepare for the Wedding Supper to come as the Bride of Christ rather than the Body of Christ.

1 Thessalonians 4:18 “Wherefore comfort one another with these words” – not surprisingly Paul tells the Thessalonians to comfort each other with this prospect.

1 CORINTHIANS 15:50-54 – THE CHANGES REQUIRED AT THE RAPTURE

This is the third section of Scripture which adds to our knowledge of the Rapture of the Church, the need for a new body. I Corinthians 15:50-54 “Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory”
MANS PROBLEM

“flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God” – Paul makes it very clear that we are not able to enter the kingdom of God in our human physical body. This is because corruption does not inherit incorruption as in our body we have a fallen nature and we are therefore subject to sin, death and corruption.

CHANGE IN THE CHURCH AGE BELIEVER AT THE RAPTURE

“I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed” Paul states a new doctrine [mystery] associated with the Church Age that not everybody in this period of time will sleep [die physically] but both those who have died and those who are still alive will all be changed. We shall all be changed irrespective of our status.

HOW LONG WILL THE CHANGE TAKE?

“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye” The answer is very quickly indeed. The Greek word translated “moment” is the noun “atomos” from which we get the word “Atom”. It denotes that it is indivisible so is therefore a point in time while the word for “twinkling” [gk “rhipe”] is used for any rapid movement such as a rush of wind or flame. The change will be instantaneous. 

It is of note that the Holy Spirit provided the Lord’s resurrection body according to Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. Here the Holy Spirit provides resurrection bodies for many millions of believers instantaneously

WHAT HAPPENS?

“for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

Here we see the dead [corruptible] changed to incorruptible and the living [mortal] put on immortality. Thus the “flesh and blood” body will be changed to a permanent resurrection body in an instant

WHEN WILL IT OCCUR?

In verse 52 we are informed that this event will occur “at the last trump”. Those who believe the Church will be removed half way through the Tribulation point to the last of the Trumpet judgments in Revelation 11:15 as the trumpet call that Paul referred to. 

The Corinthians however would have had no knowledge of that trumpet blast as the Apostle John did not reveal it until over 40 years after Paul had addressed them. Paul used the definite article “[the] last trumpet” which is a technical term for the last great trumpet blast of the Feast of Trumpets which the Corinthians would have known about.

There were a hundred trumpet calls during the Feast of Trumpets. The first 99 are short trumpet blasts but the last trumpet is called the “tekiah gedolah” which ends the Feast.

There are seven feasts of Israel, four in the northern springtime and three in the autumn with a four month gap during the northern summer.

The first feasts which occurred on specific days have been fulfilled to the day

Passover was fulfilled by the death of Jesus Christ on the Cross

First Fruits was fulfilled by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead

Pentecost was fulfilled to the day with the group having to wait ten days for the Holy Spirit to come to start the Church

On God’s past performance it does not seem unreasonable to therefore expect the feast of Trumpets to be fulfilled to the day.

As Pentecost was the feast that started the Church logically the Feast of Trumpets will be fulfilled by the removal of the Church. 

Pentecost recognised that a new group had replaced Israel. The Feast of Trumpets, which is the New Year for Israel, indicates that it is the time when Israel replaces the Church.

Immediately the objection is raised – no one knows the hour and the day. Matthew 24:36 states “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”
The question that needs to be asked is what event this deals with. If you look in context it is seen that it is the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to earth that is the event not the Rapture of the Church. 

The return of Christ occurs at the end of the Tribulation period. The Rapture of the Church does not start the Tribulation. The Tribulation starts with the signing of a covenant between Israel and the Antichrist, the World Leader emerging, according to 2 Thessalonians 2, only after the Church is removed. 

When that is signed people on the earth at that time will likely know of the year of the Lord’s return but not the day or hour as stated in Matthew as we are told that the time is shortened otherwise there would be no one living on the earth if it went for its full time

However it would appear that we may know the day and the hour of the Rapture, the sounding of the last trumpet on some future Feast of Trumpets but certainly not the year.

It is therefore true that no one knows when the Rapture or the Second Coming of Christ will take place.

THE POSITION OF THE RAPTURE

The Rapture is seen in a number of Scriptures as being before the Tribulation.

There are no biblical passage that deals with the Tribulation in which the Church is mentioned.
In addition from a common sense viewpoint it is nonsensical to believe that an all powerful righteous Bridegroom going away to prepare for marriage to His Virgin Bride is going to allow his beloved to have three and a half or seven years of maximum torture before He comes back for her.

1 Thessalonians 1:10 “And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.”
1 Thessalonians 5:9 “For God hath not appointed us to wrath”
Revelation 3:10 “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.”
COMPLETE WORLD WIDE EVANGELISM

Many in the Church look at Matthew 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” and surmise that it is up to the Church to evangelize the whole world before the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Obviously the evangelization of the whole world is of great importance and the Christian believers have undertaken a huge amount of work in obeying the Great Commission.

However looking at this verse in context we note that it is set in the time of the Tribulation as verse 15 and 16 states “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:”

It is said also that there are no prophecies to be fulfilled before the Rapture of Church. The solution to this anomaly is found in Revelation 14:6,7 “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters”.

It is clear in context that this occurs in the Tribulation and that God gives the gospel universally through this angel in the various languages so that the gospel is given to everybody personally before the Second Advent.

God is not willing that any should perish 2 Peter 3:9 and in grace He completes the work and fulfils this requirement. It is not a requirement for the Church but a promise by God to mankind which God will fulfil. 
CHURCH AND ISRAEL CONTRASTS
While God uses both the Church and Israel He does not use them at the same time as the Church is different to Israel.

COMMENCEMENT

The Jews started with Abraham Genesis 12:1-3 “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed”. 
The Church started at Pentecost. Acts 2; Galatians 3:26-28 “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”
BLESSINGS

Israel was promised blessings on earth. 
Deuteronomy 28:1-14 “And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: 2 And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. 3 Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field.4 Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. 5 Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store.6 Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out. 7 The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways. 8 The LORD shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 9 The LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, and walk in his ways. 10 And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the LORD; and they shall be afraid of thee.11 And the LORD shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers to give thee. 12 The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow. 13 And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them: 14 And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I command thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.”
The Church is promised blessings in heavenly places. Ephesians 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ”
Hebrews 3:1 “Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus”
RELATIONSHIPS
Israel's relationship to God was based on a Covenant. 
Genesis 17:7,8 “And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.”
The Church's relationship to God is based on new birth. 
John 1:12;13; “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God”.

1 Peter 1:23 “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.”

ISRAEL –WIFE OF JEHOVAH AND THE CHURCH – THE BRIDE OF CHRIST

One of the more difficult areas in the Scriptures is the relationship of Israel and the Church with God. The Scriptures maintain the distinction between the Church and Israel one of which is the distinction of the Bride and the Wife. 

ISRAEL THE WIFE OF JEHOVAH

The relationship between God and Israel is in six distinct stages

The Marriage

The Adultery

The Separation

The Divorce

The Punishment

The Remarriage

THE MARRIAGE CONTRACT

God entered into a marriage contract at Mt Sinai with those who were present at this time. Such a covenant was always recognised as a marriage contract by Jewish prophets. Deuteronomy 5:1-3 “And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do them. 2 The LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. 3 The LORD made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this day.”
Israel is warned against following other gods which would result in being subject to the anger of God. Deuteronomy 6:13-15 “Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name. 14 Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the people which are round about you; 15 (For the LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the LORD thy God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from off the face of the earth”.
Israel is again described as the one chosen by God Deuteronomy 7:6 “For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth.” Later in the chapter God shows His faithfulness and generosity to his wife Deuteronomy 7:9-11 “Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations; 10 And repayeth them that hate him to their face, to destroy them: he will not be slack to him that hateth him, he will repay him to his face. 11 Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments, which I command thee this day, to do them.”
THE ADULTERY

Israel however failed and did not only commit adultery with one lover but was guilty of promiscuity with many lovers. Adultery meant that the marriage contract was now null and void. Jeremiah 3:1 “They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, and become another man's, shall he return unto her again? shall not that land be greatly polluted? but thou hast played the harlot with many lovers; yet return again to me, saith the LORD”.
In Ezekiel 16 the prophet details the adultery which was with the gods of Egypt, Assyria and Chaldea. The stupidity of these actions is that Israel willingly gave herself to the gods of these nations who did the most to hurt her. She had turned away from the husband who had faithfully provided for her to those who would just use her.

THE SEPARATION

Because of this adultery a separation took place between God and Israel in the times of Isaiah. Rather than divorce, a separation which lasted around a century took place. The separation involved the removal of blessings which were to be received by Israel if she remained faithful. Isaiah 50:1 “Thus saith the LORD, Where is the bill of your mother's divorcement, whom I have put away? or which of my creditors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, for your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away.”
THE DIVORCE 

Jeremiah 3:6-10 “The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath done? she is gone up upon every high mountain and under every green tree, and there hath played the harlot. 7 And I said after she had done all these things, Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. And her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 8 And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also. 9 And it came to pass through the lightness of her whoredom, that she defiled the land, and committed adultery with stones and with stocks. 10 And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, but feignedly, saith the LORD”
In the days of Jeremiah Israel was divorced by God. The century of separation had failed to produce repentance in Israel so that the divorce was made on the basis of Israel’s adultery. Samaria, the ten tribes had already been taken into captivity by the Assyrians in 722 BC. The southern kingdom of Judah had had some response to the Lord under Josiah but it was short lived and they went into captivity to the Chaldeans under Nebuchadnezzar in a series of action completed in 586 BC. We now entered into the Time of the Gentiles

THE PUNISHMENT

The punishment of God is mentioned in a number of passages. In Ezekiel 16:35-43 after stating the need of punishment due to adultery, the use of former lovers is seen as the means of punishment, Egypt, Assyria and Chaldea. 
The purpose of the punishment was to cause Israel to stop sinning. In verses 58-59 it is seen that the punishment is because she has broken the marriage contract. God constantly calls on Israel to stop sinning but they continue to do so. This call is given in Jeremiah 3:11-18.

However to date Israel is still under punishment as shown by her worldwide dispersion and the persecutions of the Jews around the world. 

THE REMARRIAGE AND RESTORED BLESSINGS

However the sixth stage which is yet to come was foretold by the Jewish prophets.  After the divorce this would require a new marriage contract. 

This is the New Covenant of Jeremiah 31:31-34 “Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 32 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: 33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”
This time, unlike the Mosaic Covenant which was conditional, the new marriage contract will be unconditional and everlasting. The times of the Gentiles will finish .Israel’s land will be restored. In the future, after the acceptance of the Messiah by Israel in the time of the Tribulation, Israel and Jehovah will be re-married with all her blessings restored.

THE VIRGIN BRIDE OF MESSIAH – THE CHURCH

The relationship between God and the Church is radically different from that between God and Israel. In fact the Church occurs and is completed within the period between the divorce and remarriage of Israel, in the Time of the Gentiles.

Unlike Israel who was guilty of adultery the Church will be presented as a pure virgin at her wedding to the Messiah.

At the feast of Pentecost in 32AD the Church, a new spiritual group, was formed. The basis of the Church is regeneration of its members so that they are, at the point of salvation given the righteousness of Christ. 

The Church is said to be the Bride of Christ but before the marriage ceremony in order to be presented as a pure virgin the removal of the sinful nature, the provision of a resurrection body and the removal of good works that have not been done under the power of the Holy Spirit [human good] is required. 

This occurs at two points. Firstly at the Rapture of the Church where the Resurrection Body is provided and the Old Sin Nature is removed and secondly at the Judgment Seat of Christ where our good works are evaluated and human good removed. They are then the pure virgin presented to the Messiah as His Bride.

While the marriage ceremony will take place in Heaven before the return to earth of the Lord Jesus Christ the Marriage feast will take place on the earth after the Second Coming starting the Millennial reign of Christ in which the Church will co-reign with the Messiah.

The Body of Christ is being formed on the earth during the Church Age. Ephesians 1:22b-23 “ and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 23 Which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all”. See also Ephesians 2:16, 4:4-5, 5:23, Colossians 1:18, 1:24, 2:19.

The Body is being completed by entering every believer of the Church Age into union with Christ. 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 “For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 14  For the body is not one member, but many”.

When the body is completed the Rapture occurs. Jesus Christ does not come back to earth but we meet Him in the air before preceding to heaven to be with Him forever. Some of us will not see physical death but will be transformed.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words”

1 Corinthians 15:51-57 “Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

At the Rapture of the Church we all receive a resurrection body. 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 [see above], Philippians 3:20-21 “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.” 
And 1 John 3:1,2 “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”
As a result the bride no longer possesses a sinful nature Revelation 19:7-8 “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints”
During the tribulation on earth the bride is being dressed in heaven with the result that the Church is cleansed from all human good. It is noted that worthless works will be removed but even if all the individual’s works are not acceptable to God the believer will not lose his salvation. For those who have works undertaken under the power of the Holy Spirit the works will remain and will be rewarded at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”

The Bride returns in triumph with Christ at the Second Advent. We note that our Lord Jesus Christ returns with all of His saints 1 Thessalonians 3:13 “To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.”
On the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to the earth He is Crowned King of the World and the Church will reign with Him. Revelation 19:6 “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years”
The Wedding Supper of the Lamb is described in Revelation 19:7-9 “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.”
The marriage has occurred in heaven but the wedding supper takes place on earth. There are four groups involved in this supper:- 
i) The Groom - Jesus Christ. 
ii) The Friends of the Groom - Old Testament Saints (John 3:29) 
iii) The Bride - Church Age Believers. 
iv) The Friends of the Bride - Tribulation believers, i.e. those who have known the Bride and become believers after the Rapture of the Church (Matthew 25:1-13)

The eternal abode of the Bride is the New Jerusalem. Revelation 21:9-22:5

JEWISH WEDDING PROCEDURES AS ANALOGISED WITH CHRIST AND THE CHURCH

At the time of Christ the wedding was arranged by the father of the groom. In this analogy the relationship between Christ and mankind is now seen.

Prior to the first visit of the prospective groom to the bride, the father made arrangements for their relationship. Hebrews 2:13 “Behold I and the children which God hath given me.”

Analogy - God the Father - the Planner made arrangements for mankind in eternity past.

The prospective groom would then meet the bride and fellowship with her.

Analogy - Christ came to earth at the first advent and spent time with man.

Prior to leaving the bride's house the bridegroom would pay the whole dowry or payment for the bride. Hebrews 9:23-28” It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: 25 Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others; 26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation”.

Analogy - Christ's death on the cross paid the debt of all mankind in full including His Church.

The bridegroom would return to his father's house and build a future house for the newly married couple to live in. John 14:1-3 “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also”.
Analogy - Christ ascended to His Father's house to prepare a place for his bride.

At the Father's request the Son would go to the Bride's home to pick the bride up.

Analogy - Christ's return to earth for his church at the Rapture.

The bride as she left her home was married to the groom. 1 Corinthians 15:51-58 (see above)

Analogy - As the body of Christ rises to meet Christ in the air the Body becomes the Bride.

The bride has been preparing her wedding garments waiting for the bridegroom. The bridegroom adorns his bride for the wedding supper. 1 Corinthians 3:12-15 (see above)

Analogy - Whilst waiting for the return of Christ, the Body produces gold, silver and precious stones. The final dressing of the body is done by Christ at the Judgement Seat of Christ.

The bride and groom hold a wedding feast which in rich families could last a month.

Analogy - The wedding feast of Christ will last 1,000 years - The Millennium on earth.

Friends of the bridegroom would attend the wedding feast.

Analogy - Old Testament Saints in resurrection bodies will be in the rejoicing of the Millennium.

Friends of the bride waited outside the wedding hall, with lamps alight waiting for the bridal couple before they entered the wedding feast. (Matthew 25:1-13)

Analogy - Tribulation Saints who survive the Great Tribulation will enter into the Millennium in their physical bodies to replenish the earth. Unbelievers will be cast off the earth as they are not invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.

The passage of scriptures from the first advent of Christ to the end of the Millennium is clearly seen in its analogy to the Jewish Wedding Ceremony.

The promise of God to the Church is union with Christ and Royal Priesthood permanently indwelt by the Holy Spirit from the point of salvation for ever John 14:16-17 “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.”
CONCLUSION 

If one makes the Wife of Jehovah and the Bride of Messiah one and the same thing we face a large number of contradictions. However looking at them as separate entities we see the contradictions vanish.

WORSHIP
Israel worshipped at Jerusalem. 
Psalm 122:1-4 “I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD. 2 Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. 3 Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together: 4 Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the LORD.”
The Church worships where two or three are gathered together in Christ's name. 
Matthew 18:20 “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”
LAW AND GRACE

Israel lived under the law. 
Ezekiel 20:10-12 “Wherefore I caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and brought them into the wilderness. 11 And I gave them my statutes, and shewed them my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them. 12 Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that they might know that I am the LORD that sanctify them.”

The Church is under grace 
John 1:17 17 “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ”
Romans 6:14 “For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.”

DESTINY

Israel's destiny is with the Land. 
Isaiah 60:18-21 “Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise. 19 The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. 20 Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the LORD shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended. 21 Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified.”

The Church will be removed from the earth.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 “But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words”

KING OR BRIDEGROOM

Christ is King and Messiah to Israel.  
Christ is Head and Bridegroom to the Church.

NATIONALITY

Israel contained Jews only.
The Church is made up of both Jews and Gentiles. Ephesians 2:15-16 “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby”
USE OF THE WORD ISRAEL IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Covenant theologians try to prove the Church equals Israel equation as a basis for the Replacement theory that the Church is now the new Israel and that as a result conclude that the old Israel has been superseded for ever. 
This in turn lends itself to the promotion of the rejection of the Millennium as a future event and the spiritualisation of many prophecies. 
The word Israel is used 73 times in the New Testament. It occurs in 13 books involving individual verses as follows:- Matthew [11], Mark [2], Luke [12] John [4], Acts [20], Romans [11], 1 Corinthians [1], 2 Corinthians [3] Galatians [1], Ephesians [1] Philippians [1] Hebrews [2] and Revelation [2]

Theologians agree that all of the references apart from three refer to the nation ethnic Israel. 
The three passages used by Covenant Theologians to try and prove the Church equals Israel equation are Romans 9:6, Romans 11:26 and Galatians 6:16

In the case of the two Romans passages there is division among Covenant Theologians as to whether they consider the reference is to the Church or ethnic Israel

ROMANS 9:6 
“Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel”
Paul draws a contrast of two Israels, Israel as a whole and believing Israel within the whole. Both comprise Jews only. While some covenant theologians wish to make believing Israel the Church other Covenant Theologians agree that this verse contrasts Jews who believe and Jews who do not.

ROMANS 11:26 
And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob”
Covenant Theologians are split on the meaning of this verse which prophecies that all Israel will be saved. Covenant Amillennialists see this as a reference to the Church while Covenant Postmillennialists and Covenant Premillennialists see it as a reference to national ethnic Israel.

According to Romans 11:25-27 all Israel will be saved. However Isaiah 10:20-23 states that only the remnant will be saved. This is not a contradiction if it is understood in the context of Israel’s national salvation. As stated in Zechariah 13:8,9 two thirds of the Jewish population is destroyed in the Tribulation. 
This will be the entire non Remnant leaving only the believing Remnant to survive and move into the Millennium, the “escaped” of Isaiah 4:2, 10:20, 37:31-32, Joel 2:32 and Obadiah 17. Since all of the remaining one third become believers all Israel and the Remnant are the same at that point in time. Micah 2:12-13.

GALATIANS 6:16 

And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

This does not show that the Church is the spiritual Israel or that Gentile believers become spiritual Jews. The book of Galatians is concerned with Gentiles who are attempting to attain salvation through the law under the deceitful advice of the legalistic Jews who taught that they had to convert to Judaism before they were qualified for salvation through Christ.
In verses 7-9 two groups of people were already mentioned by Paul, Gentiles and Jews. In verse 16 Paul pronounces a blessing on members of the two groups who would follow the correct route to salvation by grace through faith alone. 

The first are the Gentiles or uncircumcision to whom Paul had devoted the majority of the Epistle, the second was the Israel of God group, the converted Jews. 

In verse 16 there are obviously two groups separated by the word “and” {kai Greek}. This word has to be ignored if they are going to be construed as the same group. Here again the Israel of God refers to Jews alone who have been saved.
CONCLUSION 

By their different roles and the Scriptural lack of direct linkage between Israel and the Church it is seen that the Church does not morph into Israel but plays its own specific part in God’s Plan while Israel is temporarily blinded. This blindness is not permanent and after the removal of the Church will come back to play their final role in the Tribulation and Millennium. 

CHURCH AGE – INTERCALATION OR INSERTION

The CHURCH AGE is not mentioned in the Old Testament.  It has been inserted later by God.

Since the Church is a mystery it was not revealed to Old Testament writers. 
Colossians 1:25,26 “Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God; 26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:”

The Old Testament Scriptures include everything such as the Incarnation, the Cross, the Resurrection, Ascension and Session of Jesus Christ.  The Old Testament Scriptures then skip over the Church Age to the Tribulation, Second Advent and Millennium.

Therefore all doctrine pertinent to the Church Age is intercalated or inserted.

Scriptures in the Old Testament where the Great Parenthesis occurs are: 

Daniel 2:40 and 41 “And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. * 41 And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. 42 And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken”.

Daniel 7:23 and 24 “Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. * 24 And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings.”

Daniel 9:26a and 26b “And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: * and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined”.

, 

Daniel 11:35 and 36 “And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed. * 36 And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done.”
Isaiah 61:2a and 2b “To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, * and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn”;

The period of the great parenthesis is a period of the intensified state of the angelic conflict. It was probably not included in the Old Testament Scriptures because it would have confused believers of that age. They would have been quite probably envious of church age benefits such as the universal indwelling of the Holy Spirit, universal priesthood and the indwelling of Christ.
In addition the lack of information on the Church Age until right at the end of our Lord’s earthly ministry meant that Satan was kept in the dark as well. It is noted that these in John 14-17 details of the Church Age  were given to the Apostles after Judas Iscariot, indwelt by Satan, had left the Last Supper. As Satan is a creature and can only be in one place at a time he was not privy to the Lord’s instructions regarding the coming age. [See book 98 John 14-17]
It is noted also that all believers in the period of intercalation are called into full time Christian service as each of them have been given a specific spiritual gift for them to use in the Body of Christ.
1 Corinthians 12:4-12 “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.

CONCLUSION 
In the above I believe that there is sufficient information to view Israel and the Church as separate discrete groups that God has, is and will be using in the future.
It demonstrates that Israel which it is back in a small portion of the Promised Land and in a state of secular unbelief will, in the future through the upcoming period of testing, respond to her ex husband Jehovah and will be restored to the place of great blessing as His wife in the Promised Land with the King of the Jews, their King ruling over them and the world from Jerusalem.

As we see world condition conforming to the many prophecies of the Coming King and that prior to it the Bridegroom’s will return for the Body of Christ, the Church, we Jew and Gentile believers who comprise the Church should look upwards for our Wedding Day draws nigh! 
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