CHAPTER 6

INTRODUCTION
Acknowledging the reality of the Angelic Conflict is a starting point to keep your self safe in this world. Those who reject the reality of Satan and are deliberately or stupidly ignorant of his strategy are most at risk of sudden and unexpected destruction. In this chapter Solomon returns to the vital importance of recognising the human agents of satanic angelic forces. He stresses the importance of vigilance and alertness to danger as a daily mental attitude for every believer who wants to walk safely through this world. We are at war, in a war that is driven by the sheer malice of Satan towards saved mankind. Unless the believer recognises this and is alert to dangers they will be destroyed by the forces of the enemy. The so called “Seven Deadly Sins” are covered in this chapter also, as they are the inevitable result of failure to see the reality of the enemy’s designs upon your heart, mind, and body.

Laziness and distraction from the reality of the battlefield of earth opens the believer to disaster. Solomon mocks the lazy man, and the distracted man, for both will fail to see the enemy approach, because they are so distracted by their foolishness. When men fail to see they are on a battlefield and start to wander around aimlessly they are sitting ducks for enemy fire. The biggest danger for his sons comes from the beautiful seductresses that are the “groupies” of the palace complex, and so Solomon warns against adultery again and again in these early chapters. He is falling himself into these very things, but as he falls he tries desperately to save his sons from what his own wisdom shows him will be his fate. Let us heed his desperation and fight these great temptations on more winnable ground that Solomon allowed himself to be seduced onto.
PROVERBS 6:1-35

1 My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger, 2 Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth. 3 Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself, when thou art come into the hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend. 4 Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. 5 Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird from the hand of the fowler. 6 Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: 7 Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, 8 Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest. 9 How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? 10 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: 11 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man. 12 A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a froward mouth. 13 He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth with his fingers; 14 Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; he soweth discord. 15 Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy. 16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: 17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, 19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. 20 My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother: 21 Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. 22 When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee. 23 For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life: 24 To keep thee from the evil woman, from the flattery of the tongue of a strange woman. 25 Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let her take thee with her eyelids. 26 For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to a piece of bread: and the adultress will hunt for the precious life. 27 Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned? 28 Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned? 29 So he that goeth in to his neighbour's wife; whosoever toucheth her shall not be innocent. 30 Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry; 31 But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of his house. 32 But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul. 33 A wound and dishonour shall he get; and his reproach shall not be wiped away. 34 For jealousy is the rage of a man: therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance. 35 He will not regard any ransom; neither will he rest content, though thou givest many gifts.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 5.   1 “My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger,

2 Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth.

3 Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself, when thou art come into the hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend.

4 Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids.

5 Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird from the hand of the fowler.”
It is always a dangerous thing to be financial security for the loan of a friend or relative. Loaning money to a friend is always an excellent way to destroy a good friendship. When we have a friend in need it is always better to look for any way of assisting them short of giving them money. To “bail someone out” of financial problems without their recognition of what has led to the problems and taking remedial actions is an open door to disaster. A friend who has been “bailed out” now knows that you know their weakness and they will hate you for the rescue. Psychologically this is one of the most interesting human phenomena; people turn on their rescuers when their foolishness led to the need for rescue. Their own sense of shame at failure makes them seek to silence all who know of their shame. 

If you wish to help them, guide them to the banks or the official receiver of bankrupt properties, or buy their property and give them their equity back to start again. You may even rent their property back to them to stabilise their family, but forget about ever being their friend again. Loaning money destroys friendships with most people, and Solomon refers to this practise as foolishness. Short of total repentance and life change, the people assisted will resent and hate you from that point on. 

Solomon tries to get his sons to avoid this “snare”, as few men or women are able to handle the consequences in their social life of saving their friends or relatives from financial ruin. The only advice Solomon can give to any person who has gone surety for a neighbour’s loan is to directly approach their neighbour and work closely and passionately with them to ensure the debt is repaid quickly before too much damage is done to your finances and to the community.

Laziness or delay is fatal when you face such things. As we will see below, laziness is often the reason for the need in the first place, and Solomon forbids giving any assistance to lazy people. Lazy people get into trouble, and cannot be helped unless they address their laziness. 

If you try to assist people, and then realise there is a problem, you must not be lazy or hesitant in your actions. Unless you move quickly once you see a problem with the loan, you will lose your money. If there is any delay in acting to protect yourself you will lose everything into the hands of the creditor of your foolish neighbour. It is not that you are not to help people, but Proverbs will consistently warn against two errors of judgement in assisting others; not seeing laziness and not discerning a fraud.

The first error is to try to help a lazy person who cannot be helped, because any help they receive they will squander due to their life choices. The second danger in helping others is fraud and tricksters, who use your desire to assist the poor to take your money off you. The untrustworthiness of others means you must be discerning and decisive. Once you see laziness or fraud in any request for help you need to move quickly to protect yourself, for you are now in great danger. 

Alertness is a theme of the book. There are people out there who want to take your money off you, remove your property, and even take your life. You must be as alert as the deer or the bird; at a second’s warning they fly away from the hunter. If there is any delay on your part when dangerous men are about you will be lost and so will your goods. 
Verses 6 – 8.  6 “Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise:

7 Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler,

8 Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest.”
Laziness is a real danger in this world, for it indicates that you haven’t taken God’s words to Adam seriously. Genesis 3:17-20. It is by perspiration that you pay your way through this world, and if you think you can sit around and wait for the money to arrive you are insulting and blaspheming the Word of God! The so called “Cargo Cults” are an evil, and in the modern world there are many “schemes” that are argued for in the business world that are in their model. These are “easy money schemes”, and are of the Devil himself. 

There are no free lunches in this world without a hidden catch; man must work and if he is not prepared to then the Bible is strong, that lazy man must be left to starve. Refer again to the studies on POVERTY, WELFARE. We have seen the “lazy men” of ENRON and the pyramid money schemes very active through the last ten years. They have at times worked as hard as ants, but with fraud behind them. We see the other side of these verses is the welfare culture of our day, where men and women refuse work and seek to remain in laziness.

If the ants are able to organise themselves without apparent leadership visible to men, so should man be able to organise him self with leadership. The ants are busy all summer gathering food so that the colony survives the winter. If the ants are able to do this by instinct, then man ought, by free will choices and determination, to be able to work in the summer and save up food for the winter. Don’t get side tracked here by the discoveries of modern biology which teaches just how well the ants are organised. The principle here stands; if the smallest of the insects is able to achieve such great things by its industrious activity, man ought to be rebuked for any laziness. 

With instinctive leadership the ants prepare for winter. We are made by the same creator, and we have the same instincts, and it is only our own casual and unthinking choices to be lazy that hinders us. This chapter began looking at the situation where a neighbour needed your help. The likely reason was that they had not done what was required while they had time to do so. If people seek to feed themselves through the winter, they need to set their hearts to work through the summer!  If they do not, they are not to be fed by others in the winter. 
Verses 9 – 11.   9 “How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep?

10 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep:

11 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man”.

According to Solomon, when people ask for money, it is often because they have been dog-lazy beforehand. They have slept in and snoozed in the afternoon and not been ready to work as the sun rises. The Bible is unflinching in its criticism of lazy people. If a man will not work then he is not to eat, and no believer is to feed him or his hungry family!  1 Corinthians 9:1ff, 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12. This harsh approach was designed to force the lazy man to confront his evil and deal with it, and get working to feed his family. 

The liberal approach of “Welfarism” is to give support to all who are in need irrespective of their ability to work, or their will to work. What it produces can be a greater evil than poverty itself.  If a lazy and disobedient man has his family “bailed out” of their financial need by others, the result can be that the family is kept in the place of evil dominance by the lazy man, whose laziness will normally be paired with other evils. My experience is that those who will not work, will drink, and sexually abuse, and steal, and the welfare cheque that arrives each week keeps their children and stupid wife in the place where the abuse will become multi-generational.

God’s purpose is that the problems men have are faced, and the correct decisions made by the disobedient adults in the picture, not that someone helps them so that they don’t ever take the right actions. God’s purpose is that the disobedient learn or die quickly so that their opportunity to cause future trouble to children and others is minimised. We must be careful of the attitude we have towards WELFARE, for social work and giving to the poor can disable people rather than help them. 

We are not ever to be just giving out fish, but we are always to be teaching men to be able to fish. If people will not work, then we are not to feed them!  All welfarism does is delay judgement and ensure that more suffer as a result of the lazy and disobedient person’s behaviours. The “Poor” are not the lazy, they are those in reduced circumstances for reasons other than laziness. No lazy person was ever to be helped; they were to be rebuked. The poor were to be helped. Discernment was required by the believer to determine who was to be helped and who was not to be assisted except with rebuke. Distinguish between lazy and depressed; but if depressed through laziness, encourage them to become “active” not passive, as this will lift their depression.
Verses 12 – 15.  12 “A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a froward mouth.

13 He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth with his fingers;

14 Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; he soweth discord.

15 Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy”.

The Hebrew words used here mean we are dealing with an exceedingly evil person. These words are words used to describe people who have deliberately walked away from God’s paths and are sold out to evil and satanic viewpoint and activities. This man is wicked and lies continually with his mouth. He has no commitment to the truth at all and uses any means to achieve his short sighted evil goals. 

Solomon describes his body language in verse 13. He is a man who cannot “look you in the eye”, but will wink and break his gaze because he cannot be honest. He moves his feet around in the dust because he cannot stand still and concentrate on a conversation. He is devious in his behaviours and gestures with his fingers to distract people from his dubious words. It is a good picture of what we would call a “shifty person”. Such people have malice within their hearts, and are always devising evil to act upon, and they delight in causing others to argue and fight. They are so busy playing games that they do not see when the Lord calls “game over” for them. Their end is catastrophic and they do not see it coming.
Verses 16 – 19.  16 “These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:

17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,

19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren”.

The so called “7 Deadly Sins” of man’s lists are not anything like the ones that God certifies here his hatred of. Notice immediately how many are mental attitude sins. Refer to the BTB studies below on these two allied subjects (MENTAL ATTITUDE, ABOMINATION SINS). 

The first sin is pride. God hates the superior attitude of one man towards another. The proud look is the haughty and arrogant attitude of Satan himself and it is hated by the Lord, for it places a person on a road that leads to where Satan dwells. 

The second sin is lying. Having no commitment to the truth is a thing hated by the Lord also. Satan is the father of liars, and the father of lies. These sins are all key fruits of the Old Sin Nature, and this insight is important. God hates all behaviours that resemble those of Satan. We are called to be discerning of people’s fruit, and these are the seven signs of a satanic tree!

The third sin is murder, which was the first act of Cain after rebuked by God. Murder of others without any just cause is the taking of the divine prerogative and making it your own. It is God who decrees a person’s life and the time of their death, and short of execution or self defence no man has the right to kill another. To take God’s place is to murder, and it is to be face to face with God in judgement. 

The fourth sin is a straight mental attitude sin; it is to give the mind over to evil imaginations. It is to delight in evil in the mind. Many think that they are only guilty of offending the Lord when they act, but if we are imagining and enjoying the thought of evil it is only a matter of time and opportunity before we act it out. We are to win the battle for the mind. God hates those who become slack towards evil in their minds.

The fifth sin is the acting out of the imagined evils. It is the hungry desire to practise evil that is hated by the Lord. When people are keen to run after trouble and enjoy other’s pain, they have become evil within. God hates those who love evil and hungrily run to enjoy it. 

The sixth category is the false witness. This is more than just lying; it is lying to ensure that another and innocent person suffers the death penalty. This is double malice; it is a careless attitude to the truth, but it is a careless attitude towards the lives of others also. It is this lack of care for your fellows that God hates, and the malice associated with false witnessing is evil to an extreme, for the innocent would die in this day for some crimes. 

The final sin in the list is the person who just loves making trouble for people who were previously friends. To stir up hatred where there is no reason for hatred is a great evil. Harmony between men is the Lord’s desire for mankind, and one who delights in others fighting is a true son of Satan. These are the seven signs that the person you face is of Satan’s family not God’s. Any one of these signs should cause you to be wary and careful around such a person.
Verses 20 – 23.  20 “My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother:

21 Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck.

22 When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee.

23 For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:”

This repetition is a standard formula to recall the princes and all the people to the moral laws of the land and the family. It repeats the Mosaic Commandments and reminds us of his commands to bind the laws to them. Deuteronomy 6:4-9. It is the command to take the Law of God as seriously as you take your own clothing and head covering. If the Law of God is as close to the person as their clothing it will keep them safe and guide them into all truth in their life and work. 

God’s Word is to be the teacher and instructor of daily life, and the subject of conversation when they awaken in the morning. It is the total occupation with the Lord’s Word that Solomon seeks for his sons. Had he practised the same thing consistently he would have kept himself safe also! The great sadness of these verses is that at this point Solomon was keeping himself just safe through the Word of God, but he slipped backwards quickly in his forties and by the time he entered his fifties he was in total reverse spiritually and his life and kingdom fell apart.
Verses 24 – 26.  24 “To keep thee from the evil woman, from the flattery of the tongue of a strange woman.

25 Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let her take thee with her eyelids.

6 For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to a piece of bread: and the adultress will hunt for the precious life.”

Solomon returns now to the sexual seducer to give his sons more insights into her appearance, techniques, and nature. This is the main danger to the young men and Solomon will go on about it for another chapter to really reinforce his advice. Remember, he himself fell in this area, and so his own appeal failed to save him. This is a sober thought and like Paul we must keep our focus on the Lord and His plan for us right until the end, for it is easy to fall short of God’s standards and be a castaway before breaking the tape at the end of our earthly race. 1 Corinthians 9:27. Right up until our last breath upon the earth we are in danger of losing our eternal rewards by stupid actions. We are to stay alert until the end. 

The way to hell is signposted by the billboards of flattery. Satan knows how to seduce the hearts of stupid people; all he has to do is tell them what they want to hear. If we have any hand-hold for pride in our life we are open to flattery. Challenge yourself on this matter believer. If a person’s opinion of you can shift your stance on any matter, then you are vulnerable. 

Now notice my words carefully; it is their opinion of you, not their logic that shifts you. If we desire to be thought well of in our society we are vulnerable to the opinions of men. This is dangerous and the very thinking behind this is to be resisted. We are to care for the opinion of the Lord alone, and anyone else’s thinking about our value or status is to be an irrelevancy. Our security is to trust alone in the final “Well done” of the Lord. 

The evil servant of the enemy, either male or female, will use flattery to entice the foolish person to take them seriously. Flattery makes the foolish person think the flatterer has great discernment! The beautiful seducer moves with her lips and her eyes to entrap the unwary young man. She weaves her web of words around him, and if he lusts after her body, and looks into her doe-eyes and is smitten, then he is a fool, and soon to be destroyed. Such a seduced person has been brought to the place where they are just another “sexual meal” (piece of bread) for the adulteress. 

They are just a tasty morsel to the seducer; the seducer, be they male or female, has no lasting love towards that person. They are just to be used, abused and discarded for the next target. Solomon wants the young men to see that to Satan’s people seduction is a game, and when the game is over they cast their conquests away. Only fools place their bodies as prey in such a game.
Verses 27 – 29.  27 “Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?

28 Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned?

29 So he that goeth in to his neighbour's wife; whosoever toucheth her shall not be innocent.”

To seduce or be seduced by another person’s life partner is to hold fire to your own body. The perspective Solomon is working from is male and so the seducer here is the evil woman, but keep in mind that is just because he is talking to his sons. This principle applies from both the male and female sides, so apply it both ways. 

Adultery is destructive and fatal in the end. There is no escape if you grasp flame; it will burn you. The laws of God are the same with adultery Solomon argues. If we believe we can commit adultery and get away with it without injury we are as foolish as a person who plays with fire and does not expect to be burned. Just touching the neighbour’s wife makes a person “not innocent”. What does this mean? Solomon is speaking here about what we now term “protocols” for behaviours; behaviours that keep us safe. 

Solomon’s advice here is blunt and many would consider it extreme. Let me preface this section by reminding you that the main reason men leave the ministry today is adultery! It is the adultery that none of them see coming that destroys them, and the reason is they do not have tough enough protocols to keep themselves sexually safe around members of the opposite sex. 

Solomon is blunt; no man is to touch another man’s wife at all, in any way, except a handshake of greeting. To touch in any intimate way is to connect with them and potentially start a spark of lust which may catch fire. We must be far more careful in this matter than we are in today’s churches. There are full frontal hugs between men and women, kissing, touching of hands and arms, all of which can inflame passion in a vulnerable person. For most people there will be no problems with our present laxness, but for a vulnerable person there is real and potentially serious danger. This is where adultery starts in the churches.
Verses 30 – 35.  30 “Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry;

31 But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of his house.

32 But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul.

33 A wound and dishonour shall he get; and his reproach shall not be wiped away.

34 For jealousy is the rage of a man: therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance.

35 He will not regard any ransom; neither will he rest content, though thou givest many gifts.”

Adultery strikes at the heart of a marriage and family and is always destructive, and at times fatal. Behaviours that are adulterous can end in tragedy because the feelings of the people are so hurt, offended, or outraged. A thief can be forgiven if his family is starving, but even then he will be forced to pay for his theft, and his family may “receive assistance” by being made bonded servants of the people they stole from in order to repay their debt. 

If a man steals he will pay when caught, but if a man seduces his neighbour’s wife, what can he repay for such an insult? The rage of the offended husband or wife is extreme, because the insult is extreme. Such offended husbands could demand death and take it, and no amount of money offered as compensation would sway them from their desire for revenge and honour.

He has destroyed his own soul, his marriage and his family, and he has destroyed her life also. To commit adultery is to show total lack of understanding of the consequences of actions. The wound that an adulterer receives is permanent and the reproach/shame will never be wiped away from him. He will always be seen by other men as an untrustworthy man around their wives. He will always be “the fornicator” to others and an object of shame or disgust for what he did. 

Now in our own day Hollywood celebrates such people and we see magazine articles written daily about them. Do not be fooled by these, for their “triumphs” are often followed by their suicides. The Hollywood myth of happiness through adultery is littered with the bodies of its victims. Open your eyes and look at history for it supports Solomon strongly. Solomon was right; this behaviour is always destructive, and often fatal.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
The reason why people need assistance is always to be studied and identified. If the reason is laziness then they are to be rebuked, but never helped. People are to be held accountable for their behaviours before the Lord and no excuses made for them. We need to challenge ourselves in these matters because a generation of believers have been influenced by liberalism that does not deliver anything except more abuse and disorder. Supporting and encouraging people to be lazy by paying benefits for inactivity does not assist society in any way. Don’t swallow the nonsense that you are doing this for the children, for all you are doing is ensuring that there will be more children, and that the children stay within the dysfunctional family longer, and have a greater possibility of being abused by the lazy person’s friends. The sooner the lazy man starves the sooner he either works or dies; either way society benefits according to Solomon. You make your own choice pastor, but this is Solomon’s viewpoint, and it is the viewpoint of the scriptures from one end to the other!
2.
God requires decision making of us; decision making based upon doctrinal discernment. We are to distinguish between the “Poor” who need assistance because of famine, theft, disease, or death of the bread winner, and the lazy, where no amount of assistance will ever help that family. For the temporary poor the assistance given will give them a “hand up”, but to the lazy no benefit is gained at all by anything received as aid, for they need to work, then their problems will be over. If people are unable to work they are to be helped, and encouraged. Those caught in a place where they cannot work are to be encouraged to study, and it may be that their poverty will be the open door to their studying for ministry. A lazy person will never be able to be made a minister. God will directly deal with and judge the lazy person, our task is to stand well back and not get in the way by trying to “help” them.
3.
Avoid the company of those who have the FRUIT OF THE OLD SIN NATURE in their lives. All who have the 7 deadly sins, or anything like them in their life are to be avoided. These people are certified as dangerous and evil. They are to be avoided socially and in the business world. By avoiding the company of such people you keep yourself a lot safer. Be discerning believer and check the fruit of people’s lives before you trust them and work alongside them. If you do not obey Solomon’s advice you will be the victim of a fraud or worse over time! You are on a battlefield, and failing to spot the enemy quickly can be fatal!
