CHAPTER 4

INTRODUCTION
This chapter begins with more pleadings on the part of the author-father to his sons. His desperate tone is a portent of things to come. He doubts his sons will obey his words, and he has good reason to do so. People will always be more influenced by our deeds than by our words. The old English saying comes to mind, “I can’t hear what you are saying, because what you are doing is so clearly before me”. When we have to plead with passionate enthusiasm for a logical path, it is normally because logic is not the normal path for decisions in the family. 
Solomon’s very passion at this point, and his clear worry for his son’s decision making ability betray the real state of affairs in his household. Keep remembering that Proverbs is a complex book because of the state of its author and his failure to follow through on his own advice. The later authors (probably Ezra and/or the prophets of his day) want us to recall the fate of Solomon and his sons as we read this good advice that they all ignored to their own and their nation’s peril. 

Solomon hopes the boys will follow his doctrines, for they are indeed good doctrines, but his house and his kingdom are doomed because his example to his sons is so bad. He is not a hypocrite in these words, for he genuinely believes them at this point, and so he should, for they are true. He is becoming however simply a political man, who will make more and more decisions on the basis of political expediency rather than godly policy. 
He has married too many beautiful women for “political purposes”, and his enemies and his friends understand his weakness for women all too well and they feed it. Solomon is weak and they all see his weakness. As a result of not facing it and dealing with it, he will stagger down the path of sexual pleasure, pleading with his sons not to follow him as he goes. Let us be warned by the teaching as well as the stupid antics of this man; “lust doth make fools of us all”.

PROVERBS 4:1-27

1 Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding. 2 For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law. 3 For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother. 4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live. 5 Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth. 6 Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee. 7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. 8 Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her. 9 She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee. 10 Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many. 11 I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths. 12 When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. 13 Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life. 14 Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. 15 Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away. 16 For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall. 17 For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence. 18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 19 The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble. 20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. 21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. 22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. 23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. 24 Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee. 25 Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. 26 Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. 27 Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 4.  “1 Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding.

2 For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law.

3 For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother.

4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live.”

Close attention to teaching is needed in order to gain understanding. We must be able to concentrate and be open to changing our beliefs and thinking processes in order to really learn. Flexibility is needed to learn new things, for at times we have to cast away old preconceptions and also the things taught to us by fools in the past. An absolute commitment to logical processing of data is required in order to really grow in understanding of any subject. The study of doctrine is no different, but there is a major advantage to the believer for we have the Holy Spirit as our teacher and corrector within the soul.

Stability for a child is based in the relationship they have with their parents or care givers. It doesn’t need to be our biological parents to give stability, but the father and mother role models need to be devoted and consistent in their loving care. If children feel loved in their family, and there is emotional and physical security there, they will tend to grow up emotionally stable. If there is anger, alcoholism, fornication, divorce, abuse, rage, or constant instability of physical situation, then they will grow up emotionally unstable, and that instability will tend to be life long, unless stabilised later by the Holy Spirit. 
The psychologists used to call such people “neurotic”, because they were scrambled in their “nous” (the Greek word for mind and soul). The only hope for the once scrambled child is to grow up again in the spiritual realm under the loving care of their heavenly father and the education of the Holy Spirit. If it has taken twenty years to scramble someone in their family or origin it may take an equal time to unscramble them in their born again family, so be patient with those scrambled in their pagan past.
The only hope for those who have had scrambled childhoods is to find a new family and a new father. That is what we call being “BORN AGAIN”. John 3:3-18. The gifts given at salvation to every new believer are designed by God to make up for the lack of stability provided by their natural childhood. God’s provision for us as his children is perfect, even though our parents may have been inadequate or destructive. 

God gives at least 34 things to assist us to recover stability and advance from the firm foundation of the Cross into our new life of service for the Lord. Once again, we are reminded that we are now walking “up hill” and it will be a hard march at times, but we have been fully equipped by the Lord for this march and can be encouraged to keep on advancing. The role of the pastor is to encourage the believers in their struggle forwards, and we do that by urging believers at all times to “retain” the truth of God in their hearts and add to it daily by Bible study and prayerful application. Spiritual growth is the only way to maintain momentum on our advance. Once again, as pastors we are to be patient with those who have been seriously damaged by their pagan past.
Verses 5 – 9.  “5 Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth.

6 Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee.

7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.

8 Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her.

9 She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee.”

Wisdom and understanding are there to “get”, and we are to be “hungry” for it, and daily “go for it”. The beginning of real wisdom is the understanding that wisdom is to be strived for with all your strength. Spiritual growth, and the understanding of God’s Word, needs to be the highest priority in the believer's life. Believers are called to love the Word of God above all people and things, for it opens the door to genuinely loving people, and to correctly valuing all things. 

This is not worship of the Bible, but it is loving with all your heart what the Bible teaches, and the Bible teaches the character and plan of God. Loving the Word of God is equivalent to loving God, for the Word reveals God to us. We don’t worship the Bible, we worship the one the Bible opens up our understanding to have a relationship with. It is Bible doctrine that blesses all believers who hungrily take it in. It is our understanding of what is written in its pages that opens the doors of spiritual blessing for us and all we serve.
Verses 10 – 13.  “10 Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many.

11 I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths.

12 When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble.

13 Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life.”

Long life is the promise here for those who hear and obey the Word of God. Pause and reflect upon this and examine your own life experiences in the light of this claim. To heed the Word of God and follow after the policies of God means that the person involved is kept by the Holy Spirit. They will live right up until the moment they are meant to die. It means they will serve the Lord in focused power and reap eternal rewards. It means they will die at the right time and have DYING GRACE. Psalms 68:20, 116:15, Jeremiah 15:1, 24:4-7. 

Long life does not mean length of days only; it means fullness of days. Many die very old in years but very young in spirit, and with little to show for their long life. Sheer length of days is not a fulfilment of this promise, but real production in life is the fulfilment of this promise. A man or woman who served the Lord fully through their life have “many” fruitful days, and this is the measure of a “long” life.

I have seen many men and women get to advanced ages. I have seen many reach their eighties and nineties and yet they have achieved little except the accumulation of material things and pagan descendents. I have had to clear up the houses of those who lived well beyond their 70th year and it has been a sad experience as I have had to go through so much rubbish that was clung to by them as if it mattered. These people lived long, but they “stumbled” through their years and achieved little if anything for their Lord. 

Others walked off the path and so they died young in disgrace, or with a wasted life at the end. I have buried a number of friends I was saved with by this stage in my life. These foolish men walked according to their lusts or fears and stumbled into death early. The doctrines of the Word of God when applied keep us from such disasters. Only Bible Doctrine keeps us from an early death. God will keep us safe if we obey His words and make His instruction a part of our daily life. To turn away from Bible doctrine is to turn into the path of death.
Verses 14 – 17.  “14 Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men.

15 Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away.

16 For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall.

17 For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence.”

The positive side of the advice to young believers is cling to the Word of God and learn the doctrines within it. Walk the path of God alone and be safe in all your days! The negative side of the advice is now given again. There is a path to walk and there is a path to avoid. The orders pile up here on top of one another. Solomon is urgent in his repetitive appeals to his sons to walk away, resist, reject, enter not, turn away, and pass away from the paths of evil. 

He understood their subtle power for he himself was falling under their spell even as he wrote this advice. He was still on the right path as he wrote these words, but the spell of evil and the attractive power of lust was starting to undermine his resolve to hold his path for God. Do not under-estimate the power of evil to destroy all that is good if it can. Believers learn discernment through the systematic study of Bible Doctrine or they are destroyed due to their lack of doctrinal discernment.

Solomon understood that evil people love to see others fall. This is something that many do not see because they do not want to recognise such malice in their rose coloured world. It is a fatal error of judgement to reject this insight into the evil of men who are sold out to the Devil. Just a fortnight ago I sat with an older mother who wept over the death of her thirty year old alcoholic daughter. The younger woman had faced her alcoholism and had been to rehab, and had done well there, but she had made “friends” there and two of them came around to “celebrate” her birthday with her. 

She had no discernment about these ‘friends”. They brought alcohol and drinking it with them killed her. They of course attended her funeral and wept crocodile tears. They didn’t mean to kill her they said, and they didn’t, but the malice of evil is murderous far beyond the conscious intentions of the fools who are deceived by Satan. We must be discerning, and we will only gain this by means of bible doctrine. If we fail to gain this wisdom our ignorance will kill us eventually; it is just a matter of time.
Verses 18 – 21.  “18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.

19 The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble.

20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.

21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart.”

We are meant to be LIGHT to the world. Matthew 5:13-16. The reason we are still alive today is in order that we might give light to those in the darkness of sin and evil. Mankind without Christ is without hope, without purpose and without eternal life. We are tasked by the Lord to show them the light to get them to the place of safety. Like the lighthouse we are to draw people to a safe passage through the reefs of Satan. 

Satan wants to make shipwreck of every person’s life.  Our task, and it is one we are responsible to the Lord for, is to keep all we can from shipwreck by telling them the truth! The only way to eliminate darkness is to turn the light on. The light is the light of God’s Word, and our job is to teach and preach it with power. We are to keep the source of light deep within our heart, so that it can be the examiner of our deepest motivations, and then we are to let it shine to all men and women we meet. 2 Corinthians 4:6, Philippians 2:15, Hebrews 4:12. 
Verses 22 – 26.  “22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh.

23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.

24 Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee.

25 Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee.

26 Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established.”

Bible Doctrine is life if you let it take over your heart. It will lead you to blessing and purposeful activity. If we let the Word take over our thinking and the Holy Spirit purify our emotions and motivation we will have a clear and powerful life. Through Bible Doctrine we will have a purpose and the power to achieve that purpose. 

The promises of God are clear; we will have the best health we can have when we walk as He orders us to walk. We will have the safest path through life when we walk as He orders us to walk. We will have the longest and most blessed life when we walk as He orders us to walk. Be absolutely clear about my use of the term “order”, for we are under God’s orders like all soldiers of a mighty army.  We are called to obedience and commitment, and anything short of that is simply not good enough for soldiers in the Lord’s Army. Let us be rebuked for any previous slackness and commit to drive forward as the soldiers the Lord has called us to be.  

Like all soldiers, we are to have eyes for our Commanding Officer only and respect His orders and praise alone; nothing else is to distract us from total service to Him. We are to control our tongue and not use bad words, and we are to keep our eyes under control and not let them wander lustfully after others persons or goods. We are to not let our eyes lust for sex, for money, or for any thing other than the will of the Lord in our life. We are to walk thoughtfully through this life and prayerfully follow the Lord’s will for our life. 

As we walk following Bible Doctrine we will be established and stabilised and prosper in all we do. We are to make no excuses for any lust based activity, we are to resist and reject them, and focus our eyes on the task the Lord has for us to achieve and in His power achieve it. There is no room for wimping out in the Lord’s service; we are to be strong in the power of the Holy Spirit and take on the enemy, and achieve God’s objectives.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Shakespeare was wrong. Love doesn’t make fools of us all, but lust certainly does. EMOTIONS are meant to be enjoyed or challenged; they are never meant to be our guide to anything except our appetites. Solomon followed his lusts and they killed him and his kingdom. Let us be warned by history and thereby save ourselves the stupidity of repeating it. Lusts are to be challenged before they destroy us. Refer below to the study of CHRISTIAN CBT.

2.
We have everything we need to live the Christian Life through the things the Lord has already given us at Salvation. The Holy Spirit is within all believers to assist them move forward as they devote themselves to study of God’s Word and its daily application into their lives. As pastors let us encourage the Lord’s people to advance in spirit and in truth and let us ensure that we preach and teach every day we can to provide every encouragement we can. The Lord holds us responsible for this work or encouragement and leadership in the Word.
3.
We are called to stoke the fire of spiritual revival in our land. We stoke the fire by opening the Word of God and thereby letting the Holy Spirit of God loose upon and within His people. Let us commit ourselves to stoking the fires of God in our land and beyond it by teaching the living Word of God with Holy Spirit power. We are called to be strong in the power of the Lord, not wimps under the control of our Old Sin Nature. 
4.
It is not length of days that we ought to value upon this earth, but the fullness of our days of service upon this earth. Let us make every day a day filled to the brim with service for our Lord. Let us not add empty days together and call it a life, but see that life is to be poured out in the service of the Lord. That poured out life is the full life, and that is the “many days” of blessing that is the promise of the Word of God. Let us preach fullness for our days upon the earth; fullness of service for the Lord. 
