CHAPTER 9

INTRODUCTION
In this chapter, the life that is lived by the person who worships at the shrine of wisdom is compared to the life of the person who follows after folly.  It is a daily choice to follow after wisdom, not a “one shot decision”. This is what makes the pursuit and capture of wisdom so difficult for mankind; we are not good at “follow through”. Most people can make a “one shot” decision, but they find it difficult to get up each and every day and make the follow on decisions to stay on the right track. This is the challenge for Christian living; to make the decision every day, and every hour, to walk in the power of the Holy Spirit, and let the light of the Word of God shine on the daily path.  Psalms 27:1, 36:9, 119:109, 130. 
PROVERBS 9:1-18

1 Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars: 2 She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her table. 3 She hath sent forth her maidens: she crieth upon the highest places of the city, 4 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him, 5 Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled. 6 Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding. 7 He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame: and he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot. 8 Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee. 9 Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning. 10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding. 11 For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of thy life shall be increased. 12 If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself: but if thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it. 13 A foolish woman is clamorous: she is simple, and knoweth nothing. 14 For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a seat in the high places of the city, 15 To call passengers who go right on their ways: 16 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: and as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him, 17 Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant. 18 But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her guests are in the depths of hell.

REFLECTIONS
Verses 1 –  3.  “1 Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars:

2 She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her table.

3 She hath sent forth her maidens: she crieth upon the highest places of the city”,

A house of seven pillars was a grand two story dwelling, with ample room below and above for a family to live in style and splendour. It was not a great mansion, but a really large and comfortable superior house for a successful business or professional couple/family. It is this sense of success that is in the writer’s mind here. Wisdom does not make a commoner into a king necessarily, nor produce wealth that is excessive, but everything needed is provided. Everything that allows and enables a person to be successful in their called/chosen path is provided for by the wisdom that flows from the Word of God. 

The path the Lord has called us to walk through this life is fully provided for by biblical wisdom; we can reach our designed and called potential through the wisdom of God’s Word. The wisdom of the Word must be applied into the fabric of daily life however. God provides all we need to serve Him, but all that is provided must be sought for, received, and then utilised. God does not provide things we do not need, and extravagance is always a sign of carnality, never of spiritual blessing!

Feasting at appropriate times was a sign of being able to fulfil social and cultural expectations for successful people in the ancient world. In traditional societies this is still the case. In Pacific Island society it is expected that a household, under its “chief”, will entertain its relatives and related “high chiefs” for great feasts at significant times. These may be major birthdays, weddings, funerals, or celebrations of community or individual success. 

If the family is prosperous, these great feasts, with several hundred people attending, are times of great joy. If the family is not prosperous these times are times of great humiliation or debt. Many try to pretend they have the money to provide these feasts, so that they do not lose face in their community, and the debt load incurred causes them to lose their houses to the loan sharks. This is a great evil. No believer ought ever to loan money to meet any social or religious “obligation”. We are to give to the Lord, and provide for community and extended family things only, “as the Lord has prospered us”. 1 Corinthians 16:2. 

If a believer does not have enough to give, then they are not to give to the church or any community, or cultural event. Money is never to be borrowed to give to any church, family, or community event. If we do not have the money to spare at any time in our life, it is because we are not walking as the Lord intends, or He does not intend us to give! We need to either accept our path, or walk in different paths, and that is the priority at that time; not any giving. Refer to the BTB study GIVING. If we walk each day as the Lord intends, then we are going to be able to give to all things we ought to give to, and feast at appropriate times. 

The “mingling of wine” is the mixing of wine at a feast, and the furnishing of the table is the same concept. The sending out of the “maidens to invite the guests is the same thing again. It pictures the mature and successful believer, who has listened to biblical wisdom daily, and has walked in it daily. Such a person will be able to lead his community in their worship and their celebration of the Lord’s goodness. Such a celebration is not to be done on the basis of a loan to achieve the image of success. If we are not successful we are to pray and be guided by the Lord back to godly paths; we are never to cover our lack of success with a loan from a loan shark. 

Verses 4 – 6.  “4 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him,

5 Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled.

6 Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding”.

The “simple” person is the person who is stupid and doesn’t understand the ways of life to ensure that God’s path is being followed. These are the people who loan money to appear more successful than they are. There is no excuse for stupidity in God’s creation, for the Lord has provided wisdom for all who come to her fountain. All each individual must do is place themselves in the place of power each and every day, and take in the Word of God. It is the determination to feed on the Word of God that sets apart the successful from the stupid person in this life. 

Many people want to act like the “chiefs” of traditional societies, and successful professional people, but they do not have the material means to do so. The challenge is not to pretend to be successful, but to be successful God’s way. This doesn’t mean the ‘prosperity gospel’ message of plenty; it is the genuine message of God’s sufficiency to walk the path He has called you to walk. 

To be successful in this life, the challenge is to daily feed upon the Word of God. Psalms 22:26-29, Isaiah 55:1-3, Jeremiah 31:12-14, Matthew 26:26-30, John 6:27, 47-58. We are called to hear the call of the Lord and come and eat and drink daily from the doctrines of the holy Word of God. There is a positive turning to the Word of God, and there is the corresponding turning away from the bad company of foolish people who will distract and deceive the simple person back into the pathways of evil. It is vital that we see that we select our pathways by selecting our friends. 

It is our company which often times sets us up to be successful or failures in this life. If we are in the company of good people we are more likely to choose good paths, but if we are always in the company of people who waste their time, then it will be easier for us to waste our time also. Bad company makes it easier to be bad ourselves. We must be ruthless in the elimination of bad people from our social network, and as we move forward for the Lord, that will involve separation from good, but time wasting people also. Psalms 26:4-6, 45:10, 119:115, 2 Corinthians 6:16-18. Refer to the BTB study SEPARATION. 

Verses 7 – 9.  “7 He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame: and he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot.

8 Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee.

9 Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning”.

One of the hardest lessons for young counsellors to learn is the principle contained in these verses. When you correct an evil or foolish person they will literally hate you for it. This fact is baffling to a good person or a person who is keen to learn to walk after the Lord’ purpose for them. Why do some people hate correction? Their reaction to the truth shows their true nature, and reveals their habitual life choices. The light is loved by those who love light, but the rats always run from the light!  When you let the light of God’s Word shine into a group of people the rats will either bite you or run for cover. The Word of God reveals their true nature. 

One of the jobs I have done over the years is called “Anger Management”. I am often called in to help people who get angry in traffic and abuse bad drivers who have irritated them. These people are often sent by their families who get upset at their family member’s behaviours. I challenge them about their yelling at other drivers. I ask them, “Has any other driver ever changed their behaviour because of your yelling at them?” The answer is clear and always a resounding “NO”.  All that happens is that the bad driver wants to fight with the person trying to “correct them”. 

The truth is wasted on a person who is actively doing evil, for they have by their actions indicated their life style choice. A wise person does not waste time or energy on such people. A good person who does seek wisdom is worth the effort however. We are challenged to spend our time with people who have positive volition to the truth, for then all our efforts will be rewarded. 

All our preaching is designed to sift the volition of mankind. As we send the Word of God out the Holy Spirit works in the heart of each hearer and our job is to put the effort into those who want to hear more. This way the people who the Lord is calling and are hearing the call are fed and time and effort isn’t wasted on those who have rejected the truth. Refer to the BTB study POSITIVE VOLITION.

Verses 10 – 15.  “10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.

11 For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of thy life shall be increased.

12 If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself: but if thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it.

13 A foolish woman is clamorous: she is simple, and knoweth nothing.

14 For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a seat in the high places of the city,

15 To call passengers who go right on their ways”:

The start of all wisdom is the “fear of the Lord”. Proverbs 1:7, Psalms 111:10, John 17:3, 1 John 5:20. If there is no “fear of the Lord” then the person will live carelessly and in a self centred manner. Those who live this way hate the Lord and His people. Without a reverence for the Lord people will not pause and hear the Lord’s Word and serve the Lord. A reverence for God is the start of intelligent living; without that there is little hope for the person to walk well through this life. To understand the way of God (the holy), or the path of God, is to have the information that makes life meaningful and purposeful. 

If a person walks as God desires them to walk, then they will be provided for by the Lord with all the required material things to enable them to achieve all they need to achieve. They will also live exactly as long as they need to live to achieve all that God has for them. Length of days is a blessing when we are living God’s way and achieving God’s purpose in our life.  Every mature (wise) believer will live exactly as long as the Lord intends them to live upon this earth. 

If a person is wise before the Lord they themselves will receive great benefit from their wisdom. If they are foolish and mock others, they will bear the responsibility and consequences that such foolishness brings in its wake. Wisdom does not mock; it focuses upon God’s path forward, and is not distracted by foolishness of any sort.

The foolish woman is now referred to in verse 13. A busy body or gossiping woman is a curse in any society. In the ancient world, as today, women are at the heart of the family and the community, and if they are focused upon good, then the community is blessed, but if they are self centred gossips, their result is calamity and distress in the community. These people claim wisdom, but their self centeredness proves their stupidity, and proves they know nothing. 1 Timothy 6:3-6, 2 Timothy 3:5-7.  

Once again, the writer identifies the foolish person by the fruit of their life and works. The foolish woman is known by her words and works. She sits at her door and speaks foolishness to lead others astray from the paths of godliness. By the fruit of a person’s life their heart is known. If the fruit of a person’s witness is the leading astray of others into evil paths, then they are evil! Refer to the BTB study WITNESSING. 

Verses 16 – 18.  “16 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: and as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him,

17 Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.

18 But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her guests are in the depths of hell”.

Folly is alluring and tempting to the foolish person who seeks easy pleasure and secret delights. The story of Pinocchio is a story that sums this up. The boys who all run away from home end up on “Pleasure Island”. It is a place of no rules and total self centred pleasure, but over time all the boys end up turning into little donkeys and being taken as slaves to work in the salt mines. The story tells the truth!  All who give themselves over to pleasure without paying heed to God end up resembling donkeys; they become silly asses! 

Stolen waters may be initially sweet but they poison the soul of those who are enticed and deceived by their evil. The end of sin is death to the soul! There is no other end to sin than death and despair. The foolish person only sees the pleasures in front of their face; they do not see the consequences of their sin and evil down the track in their life.   Acts 20:31, 1 Corinthians 4:14, 1 Thessalonians 5:14. 
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Daily every believer is called to feed upon the Word of God. Daily we are also called to walk away from any person who will distract us and slow us down in our godly walk. Let us challenge ourselves and the Lord’s people under our care to make the daily choice to walk in God’s paths. 

2.
We are all witnessing to something and someone by our lips and our life. Let us call the people of God to audit their life witness and ensure that they are bearing godly fruit of righteousness through their daily witness.

3.
The wages of sin is death! Let us warn the foolish of the consequences of their sinful choices. Even if they ignore our words, at least they have heard the truth and are without excuse before the Lord their God. Let us warn the foolish and preach the truth that they might be delivered from evil. 

