CHAPTER 8

INTRODUCTION
We are over a quarter of the way through the book and still the writer is having “Wisdom” as his main character, introduce herself. It is as if Biblical Wisdom must market herself in the world and compete with all other viewpoints. I find this chapter almost “unseemly”, and an indication that there is something wrong with the writer’s viewpoint, for real wisdom “markets” itself; it needs no artificial and formal advertising push. History teaches that advertising of wisdom does not either increase its uptake, or its application. 

Only the work of the Holy Spirit increases the power and application of wisdom. Singing of the praises of wisdom is bone fide but pointless, for she stands alone and advertises herself by her benefits. This chapter is a clue to where Solomon’s heart is going, and how he is being captured by the enemy of mankind, and falling into more time wasting behaviours that are filling his day rather than the Word of God. 

I stand saddened by Solomon’s point in this chapter. When I teach pastors to preach, the one point I make strongly is, never, ever spend any time telling people why they should listen to you first, just preach the Word of God in Holy Spirit power, and then the people who listen to the Holy Spirit will listen to you! It is this observation I would make over this chapter. Singing of Wisdom’s benefits is a waste of time; just teach wisdom and people will see the benefits in their lives. 

I suspect Solomon here is reflecting upon his own values and the value systems of other kings and rulers around him. He is looking out at what he values and what others value, and has identified that in his own life he spends more time with the “details of life” and the luxuries than actively in the Word of God. Our values are truly shown by where we spend our time. Solomon and his friends spend their time enjoying the things he will list here rather than spending their time in the Word of God. This is our daily challenge as pastors for the enticement of the world is to spend our days chasing “fluff” rather than doing spiritually powerful things.
PROVERBS 8:1-36
1 Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her voice? 2 She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the places of the paths. 3 She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors. 4 Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons of man. 5 O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart. 6 Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the opening of my lips shall be right things. 7 For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 8 All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in them. 9 They are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to them that find knowledge. 10 Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold. 11 For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to it. 12 I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions. 13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate. 14 Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have strength. 15 By me kings reign, and princes decree justice. 16 By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth. 17 I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me. 18 Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness. 19 My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver. 20 I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: 21 That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures. 22 The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. 23 I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. 24 When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. 25 Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth: 26 While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world. 27 When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set a compass upon the face of the depth: 28 When he established the clouds above: when he strengthened the fountains of the deep: 29 When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment: when he appointed the foundations of the earth: 30 Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him; 31 Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights were with the sons of men. 32 Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are they that keep my ways. 33 Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not. 34 Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors. 35 For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD. 36 But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 3. “1 Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her voice?

2 She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the places of the paths.

3 She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors.”

Now I want to be challenging to you all from these verses. Does wisdom call aloud on your streets any longer? I don’t believe she does very often, unless she finds her voice in our biblically based preaching. It is only the preaching of the truth that is the crying aloud of wisdom. There is no natural source for wisdom’s cry in our world today. Our media do not cry aloud wisdom, and only very few media sources cry aloud morality any longer. 

In this day before us the voice of the prophet was heard in all the places Solomon mentioned. The prophet’s role was to preach the truth and urge application of it into daily life. The prophets of Solomon’s day “fore-told” things at times, but more often they simply “forth-told” the truth by teaching a scripture passage. They were the “street preachers” of their day. We must challenge ourselves as to the best way to get the street preaching going in a way that does communicate, rather than simply turn people off. This was the challenge for Solomon also, for he sees that the people are ignoring the prophet’s wisdom in the same way as they are ignoring his own. I suspect he also laments that his sons are ignoring his wisdom, and paying more attention to his behaviours. 
Verses 4 – 9.  “4 Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons of man.

5 O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart.

6 Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the opening of my lips shall be right things.

7 For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination to my lips.

8 All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in them.

9 They are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to them that find knowledge.”

The marketing strategy of man is to talk up their product and make the foolish buyer believe that they will be benefited by its purchase. It is this unseemly approach that is taken here by Solomon. I am clearly very concerned and distressed about this, and the reason is it indicates, (I believe), exactly where Solomon is starting to go off the spiritual rails in his life. Real wisdom does not need this approach. I want to cry out aloud as I read these words, “Stop telling me what you will do, just do it and I will judge whether you have achieved your result or not!” 

This man Solomon, this great king, is trying to convince people to value wisdom when he identifies that they are fools. They have no spiritual power to achieve his goal, so why does he try to use human logic? It is the Holy Spirit alone which gives man the ability to learn wisdom, and those who resist the Holy Spirit will not respond to wisdom no matter what the advertising of wise fools like Solomon! Refer to the BTB studies, HOLY SPIRIT – MINISTRY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, SINS AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT. John 16:8-11.

Look at the claims of the writer here. Solomon claims “wickedness is an abomination to my lips”. Now pause and reflect what he is doing daily in his sexual appetite towards foreign women, and in his religious compromises in the idol temples of his foreign wives. 1 Kings 11:1-10. In the wisdom that God gave him, Solomon loved the truth and hated wickedness, but he gave into lust daily, and over time it mastered him. His words at the time of writing are still pure and righteous, but his deeds involve more and more compromises and slowly but steadily he is falling away from God. 

His words continue however to be good things to follow and he calls men to follow them. Once again I remind you pastor, do not call men to follow you in anything other than Holy Spirit filled work, and if you want revival, call for the Holy Spirit’s anointing not more logical arguments for morality. Calls for morality are foolishness without Holy Spirit empowerment to ensure the morality has the power to be sustained.
Verses 10 – 13.  “10 Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold.

11 For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to it.

12 I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions.

13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.”

Solomon is urgent in his appeal. Wisdom is far more valuable than the things of this earth that thieves can steal. If our treasures are vulnerable to thieves they are weak and fragile indeed. Matthew 6:19-21. Only true wisdom from God prepares a person for the real challenges of this life and its ending. All that is gained in this life is lost by its ending, and so only wisdom gives the things of value that go into the next life. Only godly wisdom enables us to be “prudent” and be good advisors to others regarding things of lasting value. 

All that is worth discovering is able to be known through the ministries of the Holy Spirit in the life of the person who “fears the Lord” and rejects all evil practises. The arrogance of Satan’s viewpoint is rejected by the person who truly worships the Lord. They see that God hates all arrogance and every thing associated with the worldliness of Satan. Refer to the BTB studies WORLD, WORLDINESS, Also Nebuchadnezzar – PRIDE, SIN – ABOMINATION SINS TO THE LORD.

The “fear of the Lord” involves a corresponding emotion towards the sinful and evil temptations of Satan. The believer who truly “fears the Lord” and honours the Lord in their life, will have a holy hatred of everything associated with Satan and satanic viewpoint. Jude 23 records that the mature believer hates even the garments that are associated with fleshly sins and evil practises. The Bible also records that the hatred of Satan’s people for us will be absolute and total. Luke 6:22-27, 21:17, John 15:18, 1 John 3:13.  

Words like “resist”, and “flee”, and “hate” are used to describe these attitudes of the mature believer in the Lord. 1 Corinthians 6:18, 10:14, 1 Timothy 6:9-12, 2 Timothy 2:22, James 4:7, 1 Peter 5:8-9.  If we love the Lord, we hate the enemy and all things associated with him. If believers “love” the things of this world, they are “double minded” and unstable in all their ways. James 1:5-8. We are challenged to let the “fear of the Lord” purify our desires, so that we love the things of God, and are not tempted to follow after the things of this present world. Matthew 6:24-34, 1 John 2:17-19. 
Verses 14 – 16.  “14 Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have strength.

15 By me kings reign, and princes decree justice.

16 By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth.”

Without godly wisdom any ruler will fail to make the right decisions in vital situations. It is the ability to make the right decisions that secures a government. It is the little decisions that are wrong that undermine the strongest states. When men and women follow after satanic wisdom they go into paths that are destructive and eventually disastrous, but at the time may not even be noticed. Satan is a great distracter, and he deceives people into believing they have wisdom and are making the wisest decisions in every situation, and their pride stops them learning from their errors when later their decisions are shown to have been flawed.  

I have seen a number of businesses fail and yet the leadership that made the wrongful decisions move on to their next company and do the same things again. Satan is a deceiver and a destroyer, and that is one of the reasons why he will be defeated in the end, for he cannot stop himself or his team of demons from their open hatred of mankind.  They just must be destructive and malicious; it is in their nature to be so. The result of satanic “wisdom” is always destruction.

The only security for princes is for them to follow the wisdom of the Lord God and be obedient to scripture. In the stable rules of the Lord their God is stability; it exists no-where else. Strength for a nation comes from the biblical integrity of his rulership alone.  If there is no godly integrity at the top, it doesn’t matter how strong the Armed Forces are, they will be beaten in the end. Where there is no justice and righteousness the very Armed Forces of the nation will fall apart. All the great empires of the past have fallen for this reason; when their integrity failed, so did they. Isaiah 54:14-17. 
Verses 17 – 21.  “17 I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.

18 Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness.

19 My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver.

20 I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment:

21 That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.”

Love is always reciprocal when it is based upon integrity and godliness. Love will always be returned, and it grows by being fed with honest attention. If we want to live in love we must love with the same integrity we expect to receive. Many people want to be loved but they are not ready to give their love unreservedly. Unless we give love with passionate totality we cannot receive it back the same way. 

As things are in the human realm so they are between God and man. The only difference is that God initiates the love towards man, and it is total and pure. We are loved with integrity and passion by our God, and our correct response is to love with the same passion back towards God. If we hold back on our own love for the Lord we rob ourselves of the enjoyment of all that we would otherwise receive. If we do not commit ourselves with abandoned passion to study the Word of God we will receive little from our short Bible studies! Let us be abandoned in our faith and whole-hearted in our devotion to the Lord!

The most valuable things on this earth are the eternal things, and it is the study of the living Word of God that opens them up to us. The “fruit” of passion for the Word of God is the passionate love of the Lord in our soul and the powerful truths of scripture correcting our minds. The fruit of biblical wisdom is always in righteous behaviours. Unless the fruit of righteousness is in the person’s life, then biblical doctrine is not in their soul. Matthew 7:15-20, Jeremiah 17:9-10, 23:16. 

If we feed deeply upon the spring of divine wisdom, then we will inherit all the good things that God has for us. We now have reference to the true biblical “prosperity gospel”. Prosperity will come to those who serve the Lord in spirit and in truth, and it will be the prosperity that we need to serve the Lord. Prosperity is not abundance for self enjoyment, but is the abundance of God’s resources for God’s work. We will always be provided with all the things we need to do the work that the Lord has called us to perform. We will always have enough to achieve what we have been called to achieve. Philippians 4:10-13.
Verses 22 – 26.  “22 The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old.

23 I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was.

24 When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water.

25 Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth:

26 While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world.”

From ETERNITY PAST we were in the mind of God and are part of the PLAN OF GOD. We are in the mind of the creator and are a part of His wonderful plan that reaches from eternity past into eternity future. What we see here and now is but a glimpse of the creative power of God. The entire contents of this world will be taken up, be folded away, and be replaced by something better. Psalms 102:25-27, Isaiah 34:4, 51:6, Hebrews 1:10-12, 2 Peter 3:10-12. 

How secure are we believer? Just re-read these verses and remind yourself that your salvation rests upon the character of the one who made the universe, and made space and time themselves first! We are as safe as we can be in the arms of the one who made this universe and has prepared in advance another one for us to enjoy later, when this one has outlived its usefulness in the Plan of God. Revelation 21. We are dust of this world, but In Christ we are eternal life, as God is. Refer to the BTB study on CHRISTIAN LIFE – POSITION IN CHRIST. 
Verses 27 – 31.  “27 When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set a compass upon the face of the depth:

28 When he established the clouds above: when he strengthened the fountains of the deep:

29 When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment: when he appointed the foundations of the earth:

30 Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him;

31 Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights were with the sons of men.”

The most powerful forces of nature are in the hands of God, and have been since the beginning of time, which is itself a category of this creation. We are in the hands of the one who has established the forces that hold the planets in their places, and which are behind the forces of the seas. The very foundations of the earth rest upon the molten masses beneath the tectonic plates that make up this world’s surface, and all these things are in the Lord’s hands. Let us rest secure in the hands of the one who holds the world together. 

When you consider the power released in minor earthquakes and tidal surges, remember that these forces are but a glimpse of the power of the God who put all this together, and ensures that it will not blow apart until He is ready to remake this universe afresh. God created man to inhabit just a small part of the created world and all the rest is simply decoration to bring our hearts to worship the one who made all things. Let us be humble in our worship of the one who made all things.
Verses 32 – 36.  “32 Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are they that keep my ways.

33 Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not.

34 Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors.

35 For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD.

36 But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death.”

To receive blessings from wisdom people must express their positive volition; they must choose to pay attention to the Lord and His Word. If we want the Lord’s blessing in our lives we must hear the Lord’s Word, obey the Lord’s Word, and walk in the Lord’s power. If we fulfil the basic requirements for blessing, then it will flow in our direction. If we ignore the Lord’s demands we cannot expect the Lord’s blessing to flow! It is close attention to detail that gets the best results in any thing and wisdom’s blessings are worth putting the effort into that the blessing might be received. 

To walk away from God’s truth is incredibly dumb! To walk away from truth is to walk into a lie! To walk from the paths of life is to walk into the paths of death!  There is a tragic inevitability in the fate of those who walk away from God’s path for them, for the outcome can only be disastrous. So many choose this path, but they choose it in clear violation of the gospel message that they have received. Let us teach the truth, so that none may have any excuse. Romans 1:18-32. 
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
We will be heard by those the Holy Spirit has prepared to hear the truth. We will not be heard by any others. We must recognise that preaching is an activity in the Angelic Conflict, and that it is successful only in proportion to its spiritual power. To ensure our message is heard and applied by God’s people we have two things to do. The first is to study and prepare in a Holy Spirit filled manner. The second is to prayerfully preach in a Holy Spirit filled manner. The Lord will then produce the increase. Marketing is not to be used, but spirituality is to be at the heart of our ministries. 

2.
All morality is fragile without the filling of the Holy Spirit to ensure it is maintained in the life. Without the Holy Spirit as the motive and dynamic power within mankind there is no lasting change in any man. Let us call for the revival that lasts; that is Holy Spirit revival!  Morality alone is powerless to change anything for long. Lust is simply to powerful; only the power of God hinders the work of Satan, not the good intentions of weak men. John 3:3-16.

3.
Let us be passionate in our love for the Lord and our commitment to His Word. Let us throw ourselves into the Word of God and enjoy its encouragement. 

4.
Let us rest in the everlasting arms of God for our salvation and eternal destiny. We are in Him and in His Plan. We cannot be more secure for eternity than we are in Christ Jesus. Let us rest in Him. 
