ECCLESIASTES  7: 1- 14
Verses 1
- 4.
Being taught by Death to live “worthy of a song”.

Renown was sought by the people of old, just as it is today – people desire to be in the gossip columns – or is it only certain types of people? Many desire the “nod” of approval from colleagues, their OBE from the GG, their recognition from men. 

What is it we seek? From whom do we seek approval? Whose assessment matters?

From the man who had everything – let us learn where to go to find wisdom, and it is not to the party crowd, but it is to sit with death and suffering and let them teach us.

1.
A “good name” is better than the most precious perfume, or most expensive balm (here the word is for scented olive oil – used to make the skin smooth and pleasant to the touch). It soothes the soul and brightens the lives of others. Perfume and oils were not for the wearer of them, but for others, to make them smell a pleasant odour rather than a bad one. They were worn for the lover’s pleasure not for the wearer, for they would become accustomed to them quickly. OTHERS is the best motto – but what about others? Solomon is not worried about their memories of the pleasure taken with him, but of his legacy – the good things he may have done.
What is our legacy in the minds of others?

2.
The day of death is better than the day of birth. Now remember, Solomon is speaking from the “inside” here, not as others see it. We have no memory of our day of birth, nor for the first years, except for a few glimpses (both fake and real). WE do not have any chance to make anything of our day of birth – it all happens to us – but our day of death we get to play out completely – to savour and teach and reflect and set the example to our friends and family, and he argues, to enjoy. What is our testimony regarding the day of our death? How do we see that day? “Most miserable” 1 Corinthians 15:19.

3.
Laughter makes us forget, but sorrow makes us remember; it presses us into the places that are really of value and have a legacy factor in their heart. Happiness is the goal of most – and why not? Solomon gives us the answer. Happiness is a reflection of what is going on around us, and our ability to lose ourselves in the moment. Parties and mirth are great rest and recharge times, and if they energize us for worthy actions the next day, then they have been great benefits, but if we rest and recharge, but only for more rest and recharge, then the emptiness of our life will suck us into despair. Many have taken their lives in such places – for they lacked the worthy tasks that alone give purpose to our march towards death. “For it is the end of all men”. A fool takes a journey without reading about where he is going!
4.
Sorrow makes the heart better, but laughter that leads no-where simply provides escape from painful realities for a time. To sit with sorrow is to sit with the human condition, and it is to be taught what is of value and what is not. It is to be able to truly rejoice, without any escapism in the picture at all. What is of value as we face death and suffering? LOVE, FRIENDSHIP, GIFTS GIVEN, WORTHY WORK DONE, MINISTRY FULFILLED FOR THE LORD, CHILDREN IN THE LORD, JOY IN WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR YOU AS YOU LEAVE TO BE WITH HIM FOREVER. Godly sorrow is of great gain – for you can put your energies into things that matter. What is not of any value? Money, property, cars, jewellery, crockery, ornaments, ….  Matthew 6:19-21 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, where moths and rust decay them, and where thieves break in and steal them. Rather, lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, … for where your treasure is, there will be your heart also.”
Verses 5 – 6.  
Doesn’t Solomon have lovely verbal pictures – “The crackling of thorns under a pot”. When you burn dry thorns you get tremendous heat and crackling and the sparks fly, and then it is gone, no hot coals, not burning embers that will burn into the night; just grey soot. Unless the heat of the thorn fire catches more solid timbers the fire will go out as quickly as it caught fire. This is the image for the company of those who love laughter and mirth – it is warming of the soul and not wrong in itself at all, as long as it catches fire to more solid fuel that is sustainable. Solomon’s desire for us all is that we might find sustainable happiness; happiness that is rooted and grounded in the will and plan of God for us, so that every day is new and fresh and anticipated with joy. Solomon wants us to waken with anticipation, live with joy and celebration of God’s grace and love, and end each day with thankfulness and rejoicing for what God has done through us. This is sustainable living – it is living in the light of death, by celebrating the eternal Plan of God – through which we have victory over sin and death.  Solomon is calling us to sit long enough with our suffering to see that the Plan of God for our life is all that matters, and the only place to find lasting joy. He calls us to walk consciously in faith – not be foolishly pre-occupied with earth bound pleasure.  Earthly pleasures are meant to be a joy and a recharge, but a recharge for greater work in the Lord, not more fragile “fun”. 1 Corinthians 15:55-57. “Oh death, where is your sting, oh grave, where is your victory? The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law, but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through Jesus Christ our Lord.”   Romans 14:23.  “Whatever is not of faith is sin.”
Verses 7 – 9.
We are told by the Apostle, 2 Timothy 3:13, that Evil and Corrupt men will “Wax worse and worse” as the days grow short towards the end of time, but Solomon knew such men in his day, for they have been with us since the Garden of Eden. 
In these verses Solomon reflects upon the lives and business dealings of corrupt and evil men who seek money and power at any cost, destroying anyone who gets in the way.  These men will prosper, for they have total malice and are driven purely by their greed, and so morality does not slow them down. They have all of Satan’s demons behind them and they leave a trail of destruction behind them.  Note their actions and motivations and let us test ourselves regarding them.
1.
They oppress others for personal gain – they burnout their workers/ministers – their greed makes them appear like madmen – and they rant and rave about their wealth as if possessed by it ….

2.
They bribe others to get what they want – but destroy their own heart/soul.
3.
In their pride they fail to see their own end.  It is in the end that we see the real victories – not half way through a process. “Call no man happy until he is dead”. Socrates.
4.
Anger destroys the body and the soul; an angry act is the act of a fool. Anger eats away at the Immune System and the vital organs – where-as prayer (1 Peter 5:6-7) rests the soul and refreshes us ready for a new challenge.
Verses 10 – 14.
To move forward in the Plan of God you cannot be side-tracked by those who are always looking backwards. There are two groups according to Solomon; the people who are advancing in the Plan of God, and those who are not! The party crowd and the nostalgic moaners are in the same category, and at least the party crowd are getting some fun. 
1.
The past was no better or worse than today – it just depended who you were with them

2.
If you have inherited money – it is good to have wisdom to utilize it properly. Money is not bad, nor will it solve problems – it’s just money! It is wisdom that makes the difference.

3.
Wisdom gives life to those that have it, and ensures nothing is wasted that comes your way.

4. God made things a certain way – once made they are made. If wisdom guides our decisions, then the things we make will be made well, if not, they will be a disaster – for that is what we have chosen. If we get our choices right – we get good outcomes!  If we have prosperity – then rejoice in good decision making, if we have problems due to bad choices, then let us make better ones.

Let us start by sitting with our mortality and learning from our suffering – but even more – let us learn from the suffering of the Lord for us and be transformed by that love expressed towards us. 
Let us make good choices that build legacy and love and service that makes every day and exciting one. 
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ECCLESIASTES 7 : 15 – 29

Solomon was a king of kings, respected and admired by all around him, yet he saw his days as “vanity” in light of almighty God, and all his glory as of grass, born to die and fade over time. Was he being too pessimistic? He argues throughout this book that he is being optimistic – giving us a realistic viewpoint of man’s nature, God’s value system and man’s need to align himself with God rather than the lusts of the flesh.

Verses 15 – 17. 
As we read these verses let us remember Solomon is being sarcastic here, really challenging us, and expecting us to respond to what he says. He is not a cynic, as we will see, as we advance in this chapter, but he is wise and experienced in life enough to have some serious questions to ask God. He has seen things that challenge him about the benefit of righteousness in this life. 
He has seen good men die poor and despised. He has seen the unrighteous triumph and live long and well, with good health, and large families in their mansions, gotten with their corrupt business practises. He has seen righteous man die young of cancers and heart disease. God doesn’t pay out the wages of sin on the 20th of each month and it is frustrating at times that he doesn’t, and that good people often fall around us, but bad ones keep going!
Solomon identifies that it is something about the righteousness of the good man that almost acts as a lightning conductor to evil. He gets hammered. It is as if the Devil attacks the tallest and greatest, and the Lord doesn’t defend him enough and he falls. We express this in our saying “Only the good die young”. Now that statement is no more true than the doubts Solomon raises here; although there are examples of these observations that we could all make. So what is the answer to these things?

The cynical man’s viewpoint is expressed in verse 16; if the wise and good die young, then don’t get too smart, and don’t be too good; keep your head down and Satan won’t notice you! Now is this the sort of attitude for the believer in Almighty God? The cynic says, “yes it is”, for clearly God isn’t able to keep all his good people alive, so don’t be too conspicuous in your goodness, or too bad in any wickedness, lest you become a target! Keep a low profile! Now is this why we are here upon the earth? For this is the advice of many today! Note Solomon’s sarcasm towards this view at the end of verse 17; “Why should you die before your time?” If there is a time for death, then the Lord God is in charge, not the enemy, and if he is in charge there is no “early departure” for the obedient.
Verses 18 – 19.  Get a good hold of this principle and let it get hold of you! If you are in the hands of God, then your life and death are in his hands. You are safe with him and he challenges you to trust and rest in his hands. Do not let go of this faith, even though god men fall around you, and you have questions that remain unanswered. The one who will answer them is the one to whom you go. Wait and see his answer. It will come when you meet him. It is the one who “fears the Lord” who comes through all that the world has to throw at him. Wisdom that is godly rests upon the certainties of the character of God – and knows the one who has the answers, even if they have not been received yet.
GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

1. Whilst God is revealed to mankind through three persons, all three persons have exactly the same essence or character:

a) SOVEREIGNTY 

The Father (Ephesians 1:11 , cf Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 6:10, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

The Son (John 5:21, Revelation 19:16)

The Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11 , cf Hebrews 2:4)

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS

The Father (John 17:25)

The Son (Luke 1:35, Hebrews 7:26, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

The Spirit The Holy Spirit

c) JUSTICE

The Father (Job 37:23, cf 8:3)

The Son (Acts 3:14, John 5:22, Revelation 19:11

The Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20)

d) LOVE

The Father (John 3:16)

The Son (Ephesians 5:25, 1 John 3:16)

The Spirit (John 16:7-11, 1 Corinthians 2:10)

e) ETERNAL LIFE

The Father (John 5:26)

The Son (Micah 5:2, cf John 1:1-2, 1 John 5:11

The Spirit (Isaiah 48:16)

f) ALL-KNOWING

The Father (Hebrews 4:13, cf Matthew 11:27, 1 Peter 1:2)

The Son (John 18:4, cf Matthew 9:4, John 2:25, 1 Cor 4:5)

The Spirit (Isaiah 11:2, cf 1 Corinthians 2:11

g) EVERYWHERE

The Father (2 Chronicles 2:6)

The Son (Matthew 28:20, cf Ephesians 1:23)

The Spirit (Psalm 139:7)

h) ALL-POWERFUL

The Father (Mark 14:36, cf 1 Peter 1:5)

The Son (Hebrews 1:3, cf Matthew 24:30, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 3:21) 

The Spirit (Romans 15:19)

i) UNCHANGEABLE

The Father (Hebrews 6:17, Psalm 33:11)

The Son (Hebrews 13:8)

The Spirit (John 14:16)

j) TRUTH

The Father (John 7:28, John 17:3)

The Son (1 John 5:20, cf John 1:14, 14:6, Revelation 19:11)

The Spirit (1 John 5:6, cf John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13)

Verse 20.
A realistic view of man is now given; for we are all sinners, and none are truly and absolutely just and righteous. All have sinned and come short – and so all need forgiveness and all need to address their sins. Do the righteous suffer? Well, men who are good do suffer, but all who suffer share the human frailty of sin, and all who suffer are sinners. None of us can claim to be exempt from suffering and death due to our pure, righteous and just natures. With humility we need to approach this subject again Solomon challenges us.
Verses 21 – 22.
 Too quickly we praise men as good, and all too quickly we curse them when they prove false to us. We are fools if we trust men; even those who make their living by serving us, and who we treat with absolute integrity. We can overhear a conversation at times and hear them curse us, and if we explore our own heart, we have not said good words about everyone in our hearts this last week! Are we to trust people? Jesus didn’t! John 2:23-25.

Verses 23 – 25. 
Solomon’s wisdom has brought him to his knees. It has proved that man is, at his best a foolish person, at his worse an arrogant bully. Solomon chuckles at those who claim wisdom, as if they have found the “fountain of youth”. All they have found is the wisdom to know they are fools!

Real wisdom is with God, for to us all things that matter are Too deep, or Far off! We live in a universe of space and time and we have no ability to think outside these categories this side of eternity, and the start of wisdom is humility and reverence before the one who made us and the world and all that is in it. With all his efforts at study, and the utilization of all the people he had, and the greatness of the spiritual wisdom that God gave him, he came to the place all men must come; humility before the creator God who is beyond space and time. We reach the edge of the bubble and stand in awesome fear! When we have stood at the edge of reason we will find some things in life very hard to handle without being really exasperated and frustrated.
Verses 26 – 29.  
It is “more bitter than death” to meet some people, for they play act on the stage of life and death as if they have forever. They play and hypocritically act out their pathetic games and they are oblivious to the fact that they are a vapour!  Solomon now has his “hit list”.

He hated the courtesans who played for sexual favours and the temporary power they might bring.  He hated the sexual game playing of the court women.
The only protection from such people is to fear the Lord and follow righteousness in all things. You will escape if you look at the character of the Lord, but if you watch the curves of the woman’s body, she will play you like a flute! (and visa versa).

Solomon searched for men who had broken through to wisdom, with whom he could talk, and he found, when he really thought about it, less than one in a thousand. Amongst all the women he had met ( harem) sadly he had not found one. (Remember – the Song of Solomon is the story of the one that got away!)
God made men upright – but men prefer to go on all fours like monkeys! Instead of serving the Lord the majority serve their own imaginations and go astray from the Lord.
Let’s finish by seeing the words of the Lord and of Paul on this matter.

Matthew 7:13-20
Romans 8:28-39.
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