CHAPTER 3

INTRODUCTION
“Bad company perverts good morals”. So states the old English proverb taken from the proverbial sayings of Solomon. It is this need to guard against the influence of bad friends that is Solomon’s next main subject. It is easy to think on superficial analysis of the facts that bad people do better than good people. The concern of Solomon and the later writers is that the people of their days won’t be misled by this apparent fact and follow the evil people and fall into their lusts. The truth is the Lord takes time to judge, and their apparent success is only temporary. 

We all face this issue, often in the lives of our own children as they grapple with the unfairness of the school yard and corrupt school system. I recall the upset of one of my daughters at her Christian School where some parents would “help” their children by doing their assignments for them, and this parental “assistance” would ensure the children won the school prizes for performance. It was blatant cheating but it was not addressed because the guilty families were of the “super spiritual” group that had some power on the school board. 

I encouraged my daughter to work honestly and hard and she did, even though she now knew that she would never win the school prizes at the end of the academic year. I encouraged her to see that there was a bigger prize at stake; that was the honesty prize that the Lord would award, and also the University would award to those who succeeded in a forum where no parent could cheat for their child.  Time moved on and my daughter went to a State High School for her final school years where her diligent work habits ensured that she excelled way above the lazy pagans she was surrounded by. She got on well with them, and had great success, winning some national awards, and then went on to University where she graduated with a Bachelors Degree in Fine Arts. 

Those who had cheated in the past all failed to achieve beyond their cheating environment, and sadly some turned to drugs to cope with their loser life style. It was a disgrace to behold, but it was what the authors of Proverbs predicted 3000-2500 years ago. It doesn’t matter whether the cheats and fraudsters are super-spiritual fake believers, or straight pagans, the day of real reckoning will come to all who break the laws of God. Those who stabilise themselves in the doctrines of the Word of God have strength and power to stand against all opposition and live and walk without fear of angel or man.
PROVERBS 3:1-35

1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: 2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: 4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man. 5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. 8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. 9 Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine. 11 My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction:12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. 14 For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. 15 She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her. 16 Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour. 17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 18 She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her. 19 The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he established the heavens. 20 By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew. 21 My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and discretion: 22 So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck. 23 Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble. 24 When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet. 25 Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh. 26 For the LORD shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken. 27 Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it. 28 Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to morrow I will give; when thou hast it by thee. 29 Devise not evil against thy neighbour, seeing he dwelleth securely by thee. 30 Strive not with a man without cause, if he have done thee no harm. 31 Envy thou not the oppressor, and choose none of his ways. 32 For the froward is abomination to the LORD: but his secret is with the righteous. 33 The curse of the LORD is in the house of the wicked: but he blesseth the habitation of the just. 34 Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly. 35 The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the promotion of fools.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 4.  “1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:

2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.

3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:

4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man”.

There is a true doctrine of prosperity for believers who follow after the truth (or doctrines) of God’s Holy Word.  If we believe the Word and apply the Word into the fabric of our daily lives then there is a consequence over time that will work out. There will be spiritual prosperity in our life. It may be accompanied by material prosperity, but equally it may not be. Examine the lives of the great saints of the past whose stories are recorded in the Scriptures. Many do receive material blessing, but equally many do not, and the greatest of Gods servants suffer greatly. 

A quick check on this may be made by examining the lives of the four major prophets and authors of the Old Testament. Read through the account of the great spiritual heroes of history in Hebrews 11 and see how many suffer and how many are blessed in time. Most of God’s servants are blessed in spiritual ways in time and only in eternity receive their full rewards.

Of the “big Four prophets”, the first is Isaiah. Isaiah dies a martyr’s death, sawn in half by the evil king Manasseh whose father Isaiah saved from an early death. Jeremiah dies in exile in Egypt, having lost all his earthly goods, experiencing jail time, and suffering great persecution through the siege of Jerusalem. Ezekiel is captured after the second siege of Jerusalem in 597 BC, and taken to Babylon. He lives in a mud hut by the rivers of Babylon, and there he sees his young wife die. He goes on and serves the Lord from this humble place of slavery and poverty. Although trained to be a priest and well educated he works as a labourer on the canals of Babylon until he dies. 

Only Daniel, taken into captivity after the first siege of Jerusalem in 606 BC lives in a palace, but that is after he is castrated and suffers great privation. He goes on to serve the Lord through the Babylonian and into the Persian period. At around 80 years of age he is thrown into the Lion’s Den. None of these men have sons to follow after them, and their family names are lost to their nation as they have no physical descendents. What is your choice believer? Is it to walk where these men walked if you are called to?

The promises associated with obedience indicate the believer may achieve long life and a peace/shalom. Now the word “shalom” indicated great prosperity of soul, and at times, of body as well. Does this add up with the account of history? Over all, the fact of God’s blessing upon His people who were obedient does stack up with history, and all of us can see many saints in our own life times who have reaped this reward. 

However, the truly great saints often suffer greatly, and do not have length of days of blessing. How do we deal with this anomaly? We take it to the Lord as Job had to. Study the EBCWA study on Job as this book really explores this question fully and finally. Let me again ask the question of you believer. Are you ready to stand with the Lord and receive His rewards, whatever they are for you?

The authors of Proverbs understand this dilemma well and that is why the order is given to the “sons” who receive this book as their instruction manual. They are to face the problems they face in life by consciously “binding the truth” to them as a soldier would bind his possession to him in a battle to ensure nothing was lost. No matter what he sees with his eyes, the truth of God’s Word is to be more real to him than what he sees. 

Kindness towards others is to be an integral part of his life even if people may be problematic to him. Truth is to be his guide, not the opinions of men.  He is to bind them around his neck like the most precious of his jewellery. He is to engrave his heart with the doctrines of God’s Holy Word for these alone will keep his soul in the dark places he may be required to walk through.  

Verses 5 – 8.  “5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.

8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones”.

God’s Word is to be more real to the believer than what he sees with his eyes, for all that is seen is temporary, and only the Word of the Lord lasts forever. This is the major point that Job has to learn through his time of great pain and loss. The certainty he has must rest in his knowledge of the holy Character of God. His assurance that justice will be done must rest in doctrine, not what he sees as the carnage unfolds around him. Our understanding of events is limited, and when caught with a question we are to rest in the certainty of God’s Holy Character and Plan, and await the answer to our dilemmas. 

In all our ways we are to acknowledge the guidance and direction of the Lord. As He directs our paths through this life we are safe. The main danger is being “wise in our own eyes”. The danger is arrogance; it is forgetting that we are dust, and have limited minds and emotions. If we keep in mind who we truly are, and flee from evil, then we will have the physical and mental health we need to really serve the Lord as we are called to.  Health to the navel and strength to the bones was a way of saying being free of mental illness that will otherwise debilitate the strength of a person. Let us use all our strength to serve the Lord as we are called to serve.

Verses 9 – 12.  “9 Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:

10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

11 My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction:

12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth”.

If we put God first we can relax with all that follows. This is a major principle of GIVING that goes through the ages. If we give the Lord a thanks offering of all we receive from Him, then we will be blessed by the Lord for our faith and confidence. The Lord loves those who express their confidence in Him “up front”. Faith expressed “up front” means we give thanks to the Lord for an answer to prayer well before any answer to that prayer is actually seen with the eyes. It is a true expression of faith in action. Malachi 3:8-12, 2 Corinthians 8:5, 9:6-11, Hebrews 11:1ff.  

Giving is to be an expression of our love of the Lord in action. It is to be an open and free expression of our worship. Discipline may be applied at times to us to correct us and keep us moving aggressively forward, and it is to be seen as the Lord’s blessing also; it is to be received, rejoiced in and advanced through.  Hebrews 12:12ff. Refer to the BTB studies below on DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS, PRAYER.

Verses 13 – 18.  “13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.

14 For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.

15 She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her.

16 Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour.

17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.

18 She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her”.

Genuine happiness is not found by means of the tricks and dishonesty of the evil ones, but only by following the words and example of the Lord. Happy is the man that gains the wisdom from the Lord, not the man that wins the lottery and becomes a millionaire. It is not great wealth and power that makes men happy, but truly knowing God and His plan for them that makes men lastingly happy. 

All things gained apart from peace with God are worthless, for all will be lost except peace with God. The greatest wealth is peace from God and peace with God. The greatest wealth is not the silver and gold that men can steal, but the wealth that none can steal; the wealth that dwells in the heart of the man that loves God and knows he is loved by God. Matthew 6:19-21, Luke 12:33-34.  

Nothing can be compared to the inner wealth of the person who knows God’s truth on their journey through this life, for then all their life values are right, and all their paths are the ones that lead to eternal rewards. To understand what the Lord’s values are is to have the “tree of life” indeed. So much time is wasted by people expending energy in things that have no lasting value. Once we have God’s wisdom we have the key to the useful spending of our time here upon the earth. Refer to the BTB studies REWARDS AND CROWNS.

Verses 19 – 26.  “19 The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he established the heavens.

20 By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew.

21 My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and discretion:

22 So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck.

23 Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble.

24 When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.

25 Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh.

26 For the LORD shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken”.

The wisdom that the Lord wants to give us through His Holy Word is the wisdom with which He made the Universe. Many people want to understand the mysteries of the Universe yet they are not prepared to study the Word of God, and it is there that the basic principles behind the Universe’s creation can be discovered. It is the mind of God that has the secrets of the Universe, but all that can be known about the mind of God this side of eternity is revealed in the Word of God. Man has the opportunity here and now to understand a great deal about our world but lack of interest in the Word of God hinders man’s ability to comprehend all this. 

The writers of Proverbs urge their hearers/readers to hang on tight to the truths contained here, because it is in these truths that they will discover the things they need to know about how to live upon this earth. The Word of God is life and health to the person who grasps its truths and lives by them. “Grace to the neck” is the way the ancients referred to dignity and confidence in walking in public. It means the person is able to walk into a crowd with dignity, decorum, and a sense of self confidence.  

Self confidence in the sight of important people was very important then as it is now for social life. There is confidence for the believer who has truly studied God’s Word, for they are sure of the Plan of God and their own place in it, and they have a true sense of eternal value, and are living in accordance with eternal realities. Such a person is truly confident and strong. This is where the mature believer is meant to be. We need fear no snare to our feet if we are discerning, careful, and prayerful. There is no cause of genuine FEAR for the believer truly WALKING in the Spirit.

Fearfulness is a sign of a person who is not at ease in the situation they find themselves in. No believer who is walking in the power of the Holy Spirit, and in accordance with the Plan of God ought ever to be fearful in the place they find themself. They can be without fear because they are exactly where the Lord wants them, and can wait with excitement for what the Lord is going to do in that place. 

It is this fearlessness that is the hallmark of the mature believer. Fearlessness is a fruit of the Spirit in the mature believer. They are stable in the midst of trouble because they know the Lord and His will for their life and they are relaxed as they advance in doing what they are ordered. This is where the believer is meant to be at all times. If we are not in this mental and emotional place it is because we are not walking in the Spirit in the LIGHT of the Word of God. Let us be challenged by these words.

Verses 27 – 35.  “27 Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it.

28 Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to morrow I will give; when thou hast it by thee.

29 Devise not evil against thy neighbour, seeing he dwelleth securely by thee.

30 Strive not with a man without cause, if he have done thee no harm.

31 Envy thou not the oppressor, and choose none of his ways.

32 For the froward is abomination to the LORD: but his secret is with the righteous.

33 The curse of the LORD is in the house of the wicked: but he blesseth the habitation of the just.

34 Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly.

35 The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the promotion of fools”.

God’s people look to the good of others. We are here to be a blessing if we can to our fellow man. If we cannot be a blessing by telling the truth, we can at least give no man any reason to refuse it and go to hell. We cannot save people from the consequences of their own free will but we can ensure they drop into hell without any possible excuses. If we can do well for another we do it. If we can assist a person we do so without any delay, for the Lord has saved us without any delay. 

As we have been loved and provided for so we are obliged to provide for others in need. Refer to the BTB study LOVE. We see the eternal realities if we have the wisdom of God, and that means we see the final fate of all men and feel sorrow for the foolish and the evil; we do not feel hatred for them for we see what they are going to experience. Jesus wept over Jerusalem, for he saw what would become of the evil people who were about to murder him and would later murder his followers. Luke 13:34, 23:28.  

Malice toward others is not to be a part of our life work or plan. If a man is evil we avoid him, or we deal with him, but without any malice towards him. If justice or righteousness demands we take action against an evil person we do so, but without any anger. Execution of justice is to be done in sadness that a person should drop so pointlessly into hell to await the Great White Throne Judgement. Anger, hatred, and malice at others are all signs of sin in our own life. God’s wisdom teaches us to be calm and stable in our emotions. Refer to the BTB study ANGER. 

We are called to be focused upon the Lord’s will alone. We do not envy the “easy money” of the oppressors of others, for we see the final fate of the thug and we pity him in eternal damnation. Hell is more real to us than the temporary wealth of the criminal or the respectable but evil business man. We do not envy their temporary power and wealth, for we see their final destiny and pity them. We will inherit glory, but they will inherit shame forever.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Nothing matters other than the understanding of what truly matters. Unless we understand God’s value system we are chasing things that have no real value at all. Only the Lord’s wisdom can ensure that our efforts are spent doing the things that have lasting and eternal value. It is eternal reward that matters above all else. It is the “well done” of the true master of the universe that has value for man. Matthew 25:21ff. 

Let us preach and teach the people of the Lord so that they have no excuse for time wasting activities, but following our instruction they spend their time doing things of eternal value for the Lord. Wisdom from the Lord is indeed the “Tree of Life”, for it gives life and purpose to those who have the doctrines of the Lord in their spirit. 

2.
There is no room for fear in our march through this life. We are under orders from the King of all kings and the Lord of all lords, and while we walk under His orders we have no-one to fear. 1 John 4:4. If we walk in the power of the Holy Spirit in the light of the Word there is no need to fear or falter in any way whatsoever. Let us walk with the Lord in the light of His Word personally as pastors, and lead our people into the Word in power of the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit. Let us mentor fearlessness in the presence of the enemy, and let us teach others to be fearless in the Lord’s power. Psalms 23:5.

3.
We do not envy the wicked if we are mature in the Lord. We do not lust after their life styles or desire their wealth and power. We serve the Lord wherever we find ourselves, trusting in the Lord to lift us up. 1 Peter 5:5-9. Let us mentor this mental attitude to the Lord’s people, and let us make sure we deal with any lust that arises quickly lest we also be made fools of. Let us remember Paul’s concern that having preached to others he might fall at the last minute and let us guard our souls from foolishness every day of our life. 1 Corinthians 9:27.  Let us pour out our hearts, our energy and our substance in the Lord’s service.

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE – GIVING

1. Giving is an important part of spiritual life. It includes your attitude, the giving of yourself, your capacity as well as your possessions. Giving is as much a part of worship as praying, singing, listening to teaching, observing the Lord's Table, reading the Word. It is a function of priesthood for team work and often to sustain the work of leadership.

2. Basic Principles of Giving

(a) Old Testament Giving - this giving was grace giving just as it is in our age. (Proverbs 11:24,25)

(b) New Testament Giving - (2 Corinthians 9:7) also grace giving.

(c) Tithing - this means ten per cent. It was a form of income tax in Israel. Offerings or giving were above this. Tithing was for all Jews, offerings for believers only. It should be remembered that Israel was a theocracy.

[i] In Israel two tithes were required annually

[ii] Tithe 1 - for the maintenance of the Levites (Numbers 18:21, 24) Civil servants in a theocracy.

[iii] Tithe 2 - for national feasts and sacrifices (Deuteronomy 14:22-26)

[iv] Every third year a third tithe was required:-

[v] Tithe 3 - for the poor of the land. (Deuteronomy 14:28, 29) Social security. In (Malachi 3:8-10) it mentions tithes and offerings, the tithes to be brought to the storehouse or treasury.

(d) The time to give - the first day of the week. (1 Corinthians 16:2)

(e) How much - as God has prospered (1 Corinthians 16:2)

3. General Scripture on Giving. (2 Corinthians chapters 8 & 9)

(a) 2 Corinthians 8:1-8. Contrasts the Macedonian givers to the Corinthian givers, the former having been made poor by Roman oppression gave liberally. The Corinthians, the richest Church in Greece, gave sparingly.

(b) Giving is an attitude of grace and inner happiness rather than compulsion or the amount donated (2 Corinthians 8:2)

(c) Before money is given you must give yourself. (2 Corinthians 8:5)

(d) Giving is as important an act as any other act in the fellowship. (2 Corinthians 8:7)

(e) Giving is love giving not law giving (2 Corinthians 8:8)

(f) Giving depends on being oriented to grace, the prime example being the gift of the Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 8:9)

(g) Money given in the Lord's service must be properly administered. (2 Corinthians 8:19-21)

(h) If you give in grace you reap bountifully. If you give in legalism or with strings you reap sparingly. (2 Corinthians 9:6)

(i) How to give. Giving is a reflection of your character, by grace not habit. (2 Corinthians 9:7)

(j) God has given unto us his unspeakable Gift. (2 Corinthians 9:15, 1 Peter 2:24)

(k) Giving should be regular. 1Corinthians 16:2.

(m) As we are prospered so we give: God provides the capital with which to give. 2 Corinthians 9:7-10.

(n) Mature believers are most effective givers. 2 Corinthians 9:10. Generosity of mind leads to generous giving. 2 Corinthians 9:11. Philippians 4:14-18.

(o) The pastor’s logistical support comes from giving:   He makes an issue out of the word never money, if he does his job God will provide the money. Pastor provides spiritual food and receives money for physical needs. Mutual blessing is thus assured, as the people show their appreciation for the ministry of the word. 2 Corinthians 11:7-9, Philippians 1:3-5, 4:10, 4:14. 

