WALK WITH GOD – OR WALK INTO DISASTER

PROVERBS CHAPTER 1

Verses 1 – 7. “1 The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel; 2 To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; 3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; 4 To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion. 5 A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: 6 To understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings. 7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction”.

Let us start from the last verse of this section and go back to the first. Solomon proves himself a “fool” by the end of his life on his own principles here, and that is the important point that the men who finally gathered all these proverbs together are making. They gathered them into their final form probably after the Exiles had returned from Babylonian Captivity. It is Solomon’s failure through Carnality that led to the destruction of the Kingdom within years of his death, and the same errors of judgment led to the failure of the kingdom itself and resulted in the Babylonian Captivity. To study these Proverbs is to accept the challenge that Solomon himself received from David and from God; we must walk as God intended man to walk, or all these points of wisdom will be lost on us. If we hear Solomon and obey the words we will live safely and have joy on earth and eternal reward, but if we follow his example, we will suffer great misery and lose eternal rewards.

The words of Wisdom here are not strictly speaking Solomon’s words; they are God’s words to Solomon. As such they must be taken God’s way and applied in his power, and they must be walked in daily. Notice the verbs used in these first verses. We are to “know” wisdom and the instruction of God to us as his creatures. We are to take it and apply it into the fabric of our lives. We must “receive” it as from the Lord, and believe it. This is a gift of God, and must be received as such. It is not given for self centred  purposes, but so that we might be just, righteous and fair in our dealings with our fellow man. It is to give us discretion so that we are not led astray by immoral people, by fraudsters, and by liars who seek our destruction while pretending to be our friends. Wisdom is not a neutral thing, nor is it received in a quiet and safe University; it is a moral thing, and it is received on a battlefield where many seek our death and the destruction of all we value.

The start of the application process on the pathway to full wisdom is the “fear of the Lord”. Man must begin the journey of learning by a full and honest acceptance that he is a creature made by the creator. We must start our learning by accepting our limitations and our many weaknesses inherited as a result of the Fall of Man. We must accept our limited thinking and our tendency to sin and be self centred. We must stand before God, who made the Universe, and space and time itself, and have our heads bowed and our mind open to learn. It is said of Socrates that he rejected one young man as a student because the young man believed he knew too much. This is the greatest danger to learning; a closed mind is a fool awaiting a predictable disaster. Let us enter this book ready to be corrected at every turn of the page.

Verses 8 – 9.  8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother:

9 For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck.

Now remember who Solomon’s mother and father were at this point. They were the most famous adulterous and murderous couple in history; David and Bathsheba. 2 Samuel 11-12. They both repented of their evils, and forsook their sins, but as a result of their great and very public sin, terrible judgment came upon the entire nation. They would later have given their son good advice, but he fails to heed it, possibly because their sinful and pleasure focused deeds spoke louder than their later pious words. The power of a parent’s advice depends solely upon their spiritual status, not upon their biology as parents. Parents may be fools or wise; only their spiritual walk and the fruit in their life will give the guidance to that. A foolish parent is neither to be heeded in their words, nor respected in their ways. 

Too many believers have been quoted these words without the context of the rest of the scriptures around about and have followed their parents into the same stupidity that previously disabled them. For all of us who have had evil fathers, we are excused from following this part of Solomon’s “wisdom”. Let us heed godly advice, and make the Lord as our heavenly father and follow Him alone. The chains of spiritual status and prosperity are for those who follow godly advice only, not the advice of their foolish parents. To follow a fool is to be bound the in the chains of ignorance and judgment, and have the consequences of sin rather than grace ornamenting your head. Solomon will explain this as we go. As we will see, he does not intend people to follow their parents if they are fools.

Verses 10 – 14.  “10 My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.

11 If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause:

12 Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit:

13 We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil:

14 Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse”:

Many have lived sheltered lives and never had any friend ever suggest such evil things to them, but in many of our modern cities and in the slums of third world countries this advice is heard by every young man and woman from some evil friend or neighbour. Gangs are dominant in many places because the Gospel message has been shut out of the community for many years. We need to pray for the Holy Spirit to open the doors of Satan into the communities where this sort of advice dominates, for it is there that the great transformation of God in the lives of men can occur. While we were “yet enemies” Christ died for us, so there is no evil that cannot be transformed by the power of the Gospel. It is a definite act of will that is required to reject evil and sinful acts. We must reject evil or it will seep into our lives. We must resist the devil or he will gain victory by his war of unremitting attrition. We must resist daily, and if we do not, we cannot complain about the strength of the temptation overwhelming us; rather we need to accept the responsibility for failing to give the Holy Spirit the assigned power within us to resist. 

We decide who wins the battle for our soul daily by what we do with our time! If we spend all our time with godless television and godless friends we will rot our soul steadily but systematically, and the day will come when our weakness will be clear to all. There is no limit to evil if we open the door to it. The theft and murder listed here are just the start of the lifestyle that Satan promises to all who are fools and walk away from God. Note the strength of the orders here to ‘RESIST the Devil’! James 4:7, 1 Peter 5:5-9. We are in battle and are to act as soldiers, not wimpy people on a picnic. We are at war in the ANGELIC CONFLICT, and are required to understand God’s Wisdom as our “Command Manual” not an academic University curriculum. It is to be applied in the University of Life, not posted on the wall as a certificate. Refer to the instructions in Ephesians Chapter six.

Verses 15 – 19.  “15 My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path:

16 For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood.

17 Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird.

18 And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own lives.

19 So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which taketh away the life of the owners thereof.”

Definite decision making is required of every person on their journey through this earth, and daily we select our path. Note the imperatives here. These are commands, and this underlines the viewpoint of this book as a “Command Manual” for soldiers in the Angelic Conflict, not a syllabus for an academic University.  We are to totally reject the path of the wicked which commit crimes and love sins. We are to reject their paths and their persons and have no part in their ways. Our social network is to reflect our true morality, or it will create immorality. We must flee from all forms of evil and sin or its snares will entrap us. 1 Corinthians 6:18, 10:14, 1 Timothy 6:11, 2 Timothy 2:22, James 4:7. Lust for easy money is always a lust from the source of satanic evil, for only evil produces so called “easy money”. Genesis 3:17-19. Honest money is made by toil and sweat, but easy money is made by cunning and deceptive business practises. These have become more common than genuine toil in our world today. 

The ENRON fraud and the collapse of the American banking system in 2008 had at its root the satanic evil of lust based thinking on the part of the majority of the executives involved. It was just the oldest evil of all; it was straight forward lust for money, power and sex. It is no accident that the ENRON executives had sex parties and strippers to celebrate their business success, for one satanic evil will always lead to another. Greed for money always leads to other lusts, for lust never stays alone. Any business that celebrates its successes in a strip club or topless bar is a business that is following Satan’s Lust based Business Manual. The end of all such businesses is corruption and destruction of all who tried to get gain from such. Many good people were fooled by these businesses and many good organizations lost money by investing in them. 

What Proverbs will teach us is intelligent business investing, and that involves assessing people and their businesses by their fruit! No believer ought to be making money from gambling, and the so called “Commodities Market” and the “Futures Market” are simply gambling under a corrupt and deceptive cover of respectability. I want to nail my colours to the mast at this point so you can check me out as we go through this book. I believe that by the end of this book you will agree with me that this is indeed the Lord’s policy. I believe most of our world share markets are now totally and irredeemably corrupted by lust based philosophy and practises. They are so enmeshed in gambling and insider trading that ordinary investors are simply dumb lambs heading for a barbeque! My elderly parents developed dementia five years ago, and I had to take over their financial affairs. Following so called “financial advisors” (just paid stooges of the corrupt finance companies) they had previously invested in finance companies that were run by men who were corrupt, but who put out lovely printed brochures each and every year inviting reinvestment. Seeing the corruption of the people involved in the industry I moved quickly and got all the money away before the collapse. I got all of my parent’s money out of those corrupt companies and back into sound banks that were not lending $30-00 for every $1-00 they held like the corrupt American ones!

As a result of my removing all the money from corrupt companies, I saved my parents money. I operated on biblical assessment principles regarding each of these finance houses. I looked at the life styles of the men who ran them. I was obedient to the Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew 7:16-20, and I was a serious “fruit inspector” of these men’s lives. I didn’t have to look far and it wasn’t difficult; I just looked into the social pages of the national newspapers. I saw them partying with the rich and famous, driving expensive cars, buying great mansions, buying lovely million dollar launches, drinking, drug taking, and fornicating. I didn’t need any further evidence of their corrupt business practises! Sadly the “American Dream” is flashy living, and all too many foolish American Christians thought that the rich life styles of the corrupt executives meant such people were blessed of the Lord. The fruit of the ‘prosperity gospel’ was the collapse of the American business and banking system! Let us be corrected by the Word of God and throw away the corruption of the so called ‘American dream’, for it was always an evil, and it cost many Christian organizations their savings.  Satan is still mocking all believers who were fooled by ENRON and the “Dot-Com” markets, the Futures Markets, the Commodity and general Stock Markets. The fool and their money are soon parted! Let us move away from any repeat of this world wide foolishness and cling to the protection of the Lord’s wisdom. 

Verses 20 – 27.  “20 Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets:

21 She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying,

22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge?

23 Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you.

24 Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded;

25 But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof:

26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh;

27 When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you”.
God cries aloud for all people to hear godly wisdom and not be fooled by evil. The Lord pleads with us through the ministries of the Holy Spirit. It is up to each person to heed the ministries of the Holy Spirit within rather than the cries of the corrupt people trying to get you to join them in their wonderful “easy money” schemes. Let us be very clear about this; the Lord is sarcastic towards those who have been fooled by evil men and women. Don’t weep, wail and blame your advisors, just humbly accept God’s verdict upon yourself; you were a fool, and that means you don’t have to stay a “simpleton”. To be “simple” in verse 22 means to be stupid, and the people who were fooled by the promises of the corrupt bankers and investment advisors were fools. Their lives and values should have warned believers to avoid them like the plague, but hypocrisy had ruled the West for so long that many were convinced by it. 

I still meet people who think some corrupt politicians are wonderful examples of great Christian Statesman, and that the American Free Market system is wonderful! The whole edifice was corrupt, and I believe the corruption began when America accorded “rights” in a way that removed responsibilities. When it became illegal to speak about God and the Word of God in public in the United States that nation was on the skids. No American needs to be amazed at what has happened; what has been reaped is what was sowed for so many years in the liberalism that was allowed to rot the heart out of America. Europe is in even a more perilous state with their liberalism opening the door to Moslem extremism in their very heartland cities. When God’s Word is attacked or ignored, immorality is celebrated, and godliness is lost to a nation, then the door opens to moral and financial chaos. 

God’s faithful servants within the United States and Europe had been crying aloud for years about moral decline and the rejection of the Word of God, but they had been ignored. Newspapers ignored Christian comment and except for a few so called and defamed “right wing” commentators, none raised their voice against the liberal trends that were opening the door to chaos. Be very scared as you read the verses here before us. Be especially scared as you read verse twenty six. The Lord is mocking America and Europe in their present calamity, and the worst is yet to come as I write these words. This is hard to read, but it is the plain and simple biblical truth. Don’t be offended with me Christian pastor as you read these words, read the Word of God and be corrected and repent. All our nations worshiped at the shrine of the false ‘prosperity gospel’ and many followed after lust filled men, and so many have lost all that the corrupt business men promised that they would make for them! Stop weeping about it right now, repent of the evil, and get back thoroughly into the biblical standards that the book of Proverbs will call us to. 

Verses 28 – 33. “28 Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me:

29 For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD:

30 They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof.

31 Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices.

32 For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them.

33 But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil”.

There is a time when it is too late to repent, for the damage done by disobedience is too great. I do not believe we are at that point in the world economy yet, as I write these words in mid 2009, but we are not far away. Read through Leviticus 26, and Deuteronomy 28-30 and be very scared, for you are reading the history of Israel and Judah, but also of America and Europe. Those who do not learn from history are doomed to repeat it! This is true in nations and in small businesses. We had an example of this on this very weekend at our lunch table when my oldest daughter shared an experience at a sale she had been to. My oldest daughter worked for a wonderful fashion accessory store several years ago. Its owner had a mistress and left his wife for that woman.  He placed the mistress in charge of international buying, as that meant they were able to travel to exciting places to continue their affair. Within five years that woman’s uncontrolled influence had bankrupted the business. The man was truly a fool, but all who worked for him suffered for his foolishness also. That is what has happened nationally in Europe and America over the last year. 

The solution to corruption is personal and national REVIVAL, not any reformations within the business world. Reform does not change the evil heart of corrupt men and women, it simply makes it harder for them to operate, and they become more skilful at hiding their motivation and corruption. Lust still rules the world of Satan’s kingdom and it is at war with God’s people, but relax and enjoy it; Satan has always been at war with God! There is nothing new in what we see today, it is just that we haven’t had such a spectacular collapse before. In the midst of it, Holy Spirit controlled people have been able to walk safely through the middle of the chaos, and that is God’s plan for each of us. It doesn’t matter how bad things become, if God’s people walk daily in obedience to His Plan for their life, they will be guided through the carnage in peace of mind.  Let us walk with God, or accept that we will be walking through chaos alone! Proverbs begins with this “facts of life” summary; man walks with God or with disaster. We select our path daily by what we choose to do with our time, and who we chose to spend our time with.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
We are soldiers in the ANGELIC CONFLICT not scholars in an ivory tower University! We are required to study the truth, apply the truth, and be the truth. The instructions of the Lord are not academic suggestions; they are military orders to be obeyed. The soldier’s duty is to obey daily the orders of their commanding officer, and these proverbs are our orders, in moral areas, marriage, the family, the home, the business and the nation. Let us read God’s Word as the instruction manual it is, and be obedient to its clear commands. 

2.
Let us be “fruit inspectors” in the business as well as the personal world. Corrupt people will be corrupt in their morals and their business. Don’t be surprised; be ashamed that you were proved such a fool in the past. You trusted godless men, and piously said, “I won’t judge them”, because they were making you money in the good times. Resist the devil’s business logic and walk in godliness. Repent of past foolishness if you have been infected by this disease of financial lust, and return to walk godly paths.

3.
National Collapse is the fruit of immoral business practises, and immoral business practise is the fruit of uncontrolled personal lusts. Our task as the Lord’s pastors is to teach the truth to the Lord’s people so that they are protected from corrupt business practises because they spot them early, but also they are not tempted to follow after such evil men and women, because they are determined to live for God and stand for the truth of His Word. Let us preach as we are called to preach!

