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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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CHAPTER 4

INTRODUCTION

The more I study this ancient book, the more amazed I am by how relevant it is to our world in the 21st Century.  The Bible becomes more and more relevant as we move into the future.  

In Chapter 3 verses 16 –22, King Solomon observed the injustice of man.  In chapter 4 verses 1 –3 he builds upon injustice and opens with oppression.  Injustice and oppression go hand in hand.  

THE REALITY OF OPPRESSION

Ecc 4:1  So I returned, and considered all the oppressions that are done under the sun: and behold the tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no comforter; and on the side of their oppressors there was power; but they had no comforter. 

Ecc 4:2  Wherefore I praised the dead which are already dead more than the living which are yet alive. 

Ecc 4:3  Yea, better is he than both they, which hath not yet been, who hath not seen the evil work that is done under the sun. 

These verses are Solomon’s second conclusion to his original observation at chapter 3 verse16.  His first conclusion is at verses 22-26 of chapter 3.

Ecc 3:16  And moreover I saw under the sun the place of judgment, that wickedness was there; and the place of righteousness, that iniquity was there. 

Solomon’s observation is:  Judgement/righteousness and wickedness/iniquity.  Notice that the synonyms are repeated to give more impact.

Now compare the similarity of this sentence structure with chapter 4 verse1.

Ecclesiastes 4:1  So I returned, and considered all the oppressions that are done under the sun: and behold the tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no comforter; and on the side of their oppressors there was power; but they had no comforter. 

Solomon states his observation.  Notice the 3 forms of “oppress”.

1. Oppressions:  meaning the current existence of oppression, a noun.

2. Oppressed:  those suffering from oppression.  These are people on the receiving end.  They have no power.

3. Oppressors:  Those doing the oppression.  Solomon sees that they have all the power.  Nobody is willing to challenge or defy their power.

Comforter:  meaning that there is no-one to be sorry for the suffering of the oppressed.  This word is repeated twice for impact and emphasis.  The oppressed are on their own with no one to help them or even care about them.  King Solomon observes that they are nobodies.

Solomon is clearly stating a fact of life that still exists all over the world.  This is a fact which he does not like.  Solomon feels compassion for the oppressed, he notices their tears of pain and suffering.  You can hear the sadness in his voice when he sees that nobody cares; they have “no comforter” as he states.

Key Words:

Considered:  (ra’ah, pronounced “raw-aw”).  In Hebrew this word has literal and figurative meanings.  Its literal meaning is “to see” with your eyes.  Its figurative meaning is to “advise oneself.”  

Solomon saw with his own eyes the oppression of people in the known world of his time, and also within Israel.  He saw and thought deeply about oppression using his intellect.  This was not a “knee jerk” reaction that we see so often in the policy makers of our modern society.

The OXFORD DICTIONARY defines “oppress” as to treat with cruelty or injustice; to weigh down, or burden.  It is not restricted to political oppression.

Oppression can also be characterized by violence and tyranny.

“under the sun”:  This refers to natural human experience, which is man’s viewpoint, not God’s.  Christians should live under the “Son” not under the “sun”.

Notice the word “all”.  This includes all kinds of oppressions like:

· Rulers over subjects.

· How the rich oppress the poor.

· The widow and fatherless oppressed by unjust judges.

· Masters oppressing their servants and labourers.  In our day this refers to employer/employee oppression.  Sadly people have forgotten why trade unions had to be formed during and after the Industrial Revolution.
· Debtors oppressed by cruel creditors and creditors by sly debtors.

· Tenants oppressed by hard landlords.

· Orphans by treacherous guardians.

· Husbands oppressing wives, and wives oppressing husbands.

· Parents over children and children over parents.

· Oppression between brothers and sisters.

Personal Application.

Have you had to deal with someone who you could not be totally honest with because you fear how they would respond?  Have you ever decided it is better to keep quiet and bottle all that anger and frustration up?

God does not oppress.  I have shaken my fist in anger and frustration at God when things did not turn out the way I wanted them to.  I have turned my back on Him and lived my life my way.  

But though I rejected Him, He did not reject me.  He did not judge me.  I have lost count of all the times I have quenched and grieved the Holy Spirit.  But through it all, He still loved me and was faithful to me and poured His grace on me.  

I learnt that you cannot have a personal relationship with God and suffer oppression of any description.

WAS SOLOMON GUILTY OF OPPRESSION?

Ironically, King Solomon was guilty of oppression.  

Josephus, the highly regarded Jewish historian who lived in the times of the apostles, records the following in his book The Antiquities of the Jews:

“Solomon put the remnant of the Canaanites that had not submitted to him, those that lived in Mt Lebanon and as far as the city of Hamath; and ordered them to pay tribute.  He also chose out of them every year such as were to serve him in the meanest offices, and to do his domestic works, and to follow husbandry.  For none of the Hebrews were servants in such low employments.”  (The Works of Josephus, The Antiquities of the Jews, page 223).

The Canaanites were made to do the lowest of the low jobs.  They did Solomon’s domestic work, they did the menial work on farms.  They did the work that no Hebrew slave was allowed to do.

Instead, the Israelites worked in the military, they trained in the army reserve and they maintained all the chariots and horses.  They held positions in public office and administration, and were in charge of Solomon’s construction works.

Solomon also employed 550 Israelites to supervise the Canaanite slaves, that’s how low the slaves were.

Does it not seem strange that Solomon was an oppressor, but still noted that the oppressed had no comforter, and yet felt sad for them?  How can this be explained?  The answer is in the origins of the Canaanite people.

WHO WERE THE CANAANITES?
Genesis 9:22-25 lists three people; Noah, Ham and Canaan.

In these verses we read how Noah gets drunk and falls asleep naked in his tent.  Ham finds him and goes to tell his two brothers, not out of concern, but to snigger and make fun of his father.  Ham thus committed the sin of gossip or maligning - one of the seven worst sins.  (Proverbs 6:16-19).

In contrast, Shem and Japheth honour Noah by walking in backwards to cover him up.

What is Noah’s response to Ham?  

Genesis 9:25.  And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren. 

Why did Noah curse Canaan and not Ham?  Noah could not curse Ham directly because of God’s blessing on all of them in Genesis 9:1.  “And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.”

So Noah curses Canaan his grandson instead.  Thus Canaan becomes a servant of servants to his brothers.  It’s interesting that the name Canaan means submissive.
The Hebrews got encouragement from this verse when they stood on the banks of the Jordan River looking into Canaan knowing they would conquer the Canaanites.  (Deuteronomy 1:1).

Genesis 10:15-18 gives a list of the tribes descending from Canaan, and also some border points for the land of Canaan.  

Gen 10:19.  And the border of the Canaanites was from Sidon as you go toward Gerar, as far as Gaza; then as you go toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim, as far as Lasha.
What is the difference between Canaan and Palestine?  

The origin of the name Palestine is Philistia, where the Philistines or Sea Peoples lived, along the coast between Gaza and Joppa (modern day Tel Aviv).  

Canaan officially became the Roman Province of “Syria Palestina” around 135 AD, under the Emperor Hadrian.  So whenever you see maps of Palestine in Jesus’ time, remember that the true name is Canaan!  The area referred to by the name “Palestine” is a modern day gentleman’s agreement, not a fact of history.

Josephus, who as already stated lived in the times of the apostles, used the name “Syria” to refer to the area that is now roughly Syria, Lebanon, Israel and Jordan, and Palestina for the small coastal strip of land Philistia (Gaza to Joppa/Tel Aviv).  

And so it was through the centuries right up until about 1920 when the Ottoman Empire fell after WW1.  Great Britain was given a mandate over parts of the empire that we now know as Iraq, Jordan and Israel, called the Palestinian Mandate.  France was given Syria and Lebanon.

It is interesting that the descendents of the Canaanites had sexually perverse characteristics and eventually became the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Why did God command the Jews under Joshua to kill not only the men but also women, children and oxen of the Canaanites? What were the Canaanites like?  A picture these people is given in Leviticus 18:20-24.  A number of sexual sins and perversions are forbidden in this passage:  

[a] adultery forbidden [v 20] 

[b] religious sexual orgies forbidden [v 21], thy seed pass through the fire of Molech - deals with child sacrifice - Molech was a large metal statue which had outstretched paws. A large fire was lit in front of the statue and worshippers tied their children onto the paws and watched them burn to death whilst having a “religious experience” dancing in a frenzy, 

[c] homosexuality forbidden  [v 22], 

[d] bestiality forbidden [v 23]

The Canaanite religion practiced all of these horrible acts.

THE SONS OF CANAAN
These are given in Genesis Chapter 10 verses 15-18:

1. Sidon  - father of the Phoenicians 

2. Heth - father of the Hittites, 

3. Jebusite - father of the people who settled around Jerusalem and were not conquered until the time of David,  

4. Amorite - the mountaineers of the Canaanites,  

5. Girgasite - a branch of the Hivites who lived in Palestine, 

6. Hivites - inhabitants of Syria, a branch of the Hivites were the Gibeonites who tricked Joshua, 

7. Arkite - Phoenicians,  

8. Sinite - lived in Lebanon,  

9. Arvadites - North Phoenicians,  

10. Semarites - Inhabitants of Hamar.  The Hamathite - lived in Lebanon

The area inhabited by the Canaanites included Gaza, Sodom and Gomorrah. Here again we have nationalism with the sons of Ham organised in their nations. The Canaanites had to be removed because they are dealing with international religion, which is always bad.  

There was a forerunner of this degeneracy from Canaan and whilst the Jews came through and destroyed most of the Canaanites when they returned from Egypt there was a group that had to be destroyed prior to them going into Egypt - Sodom and Gomorrah.

THE CANAANITE RELIGION

The Canaanites had a theology which is explained in literature of the day. Their Trinity was made up of El who was the supreme God - a counterfeit of God the Father. His primary job was to have relationships with as many human women as possible - a way of justifying the Satanic attack of Genesis 6.

He had a son Baal who is a counterfeit of the Lord Jesus Christ. Baal gave rain and sunshine for crops and acted as a god of fertility. In this literature Baal had a fight with Mont who is the god of death (a counterfeit of Satan).  In this fight Baal died which is an attempt to duplicate the cross. Baal had a sister called Arnath - a counterfeit of the Holy Spirit. Arnath is said to have assisted in the resurrection of Baal 3 days later (c/f Romans 8:16). Baal who was represented as the sun god “died” at the northern winter solstice (22nd December) and was resurrected on the 25th December. His symbol in northern latitudes was the fir tree. 

Astarte was the goddess of the moon who was the consort of Baal and came down to the earth at the spring equinox on an egg. Prior to about 1850 in America it used to be a crime punishable by imprisonment to have a Christmas tree at Christmas.

(EBCWA Commentary on Genesis 1-11, Dr P Moses, page 128.)

SOLOMON WAS GUILTY OF POLITICAL OPPRESSION.

· Solomon had virtually unlimited power over the lives of his people because of inadequate checks and balances in his government.  It was very easy to cover mistakes and silence dissent.

· No proper checks on government spending.  

· No review of taxation policy and practice.  The same situation existed with trade and foreign affairs.  There was no independent branch of government.

· Although this was a time of peace, it was only Solomon’s skill in walking a fine line of agreements between the various tribes and surrounding nations that kept the balance of power.

· Thus when he died, revolts broke out resulting in the splitting of the kingdom.

· Israel’s income was largely spent on Solomon’s pursuits of worldly pleasures.  The common people were therefore kept in poverty and oppression.

SOLOMON WAS GUILTY OF SPIRITUAL OPPRESSION.

King David relied and trusted the prophet Nathan to advise him.  In the Old Testament the duty of the prophet was to remind the king of his duty to obey the commandments of God.  King Solomon did not follow his father’s example.

Therefore as Solomon became more and more carnal, he allowed foreign gods to be worshipped in and around Jerusalem.  But he did not spend any money to enable the Israelites to evangelize other nations.  Solomon had the chance and the resources to spread the message of the one true living God, but tragically let it slip by!

This multitude of Canaanite Gods tempted the Israelites and caused them to forget the living God who saved them from slavery in Egypt, gave them instructions in righteousness, fought for them and protected them.  However despite being rejected by His chosen people, God gave them judges to save them from oppression and guide them to the way of life. 

DOCTRINES

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

1. National Government is the fourth Divine Institution, the others being volition or freewill, marriage and family. It should be noted that all Divine Institutions are for the human race as a whole and are not for Christians only. They allow for the orderly function of humanity and each Institution is built on a previous one. For instance marriage is built on freewill, family is based on marriage and freewill and so on.

2. The first three were instituted at creation whilst National Government did not occur until after the Flood.

3. Definition - God's delegated authority to mankind to judge it's own evil until Christ returns. It is therefore a temporary divine institution lasting from the Flood to the second advent of Christ.

4. Prior to national governments the rule of law was by God - Genesis 4:17. Here Cain was jealous of his brother and killed him with a sacrificial knife. As a result he was excluded from the family but he was not killed. God said that anyone who killed him would be avenged 7 times over. Obviously at that time God was doing the judgment Himself. If there was to be any killing it would be done by God. The delegated authority was therefore capital punishment.

5. The change to national governments is given in Genesis 9:4-6 where God stated that a person shall not murder and if a person does murder that man rather than God will take his life. This indicates a delegation of responsibility to man for judgment and execution of penalty.

6. Capital punishment was used in the nation Israel. In Exodus 20:13 it says you shall not kill. The word used RATSACH means to murder rather than kill. In the rest of the law there is capital punishment by stoning as well as warfare showing that this commandment cannot mean "thou shalt not kill" but "thou shalt not murder" as you cannot have one part of the law countermanding another part.

7. In Romans 13:4-6 capital punishment in the New Testament is given. Paul confirms his agreement with the principle of capital punishment in Acts 25:11. In addition when the Lord returns at the Second Advent he uses capital punishment on a large scale.

8. Two limitations are put on government 

[a] The government shall be national with linguistic, geographical and racial fractures and not international as the post Flood group tried to set up at the Tower of Babel. God had to divide the human race to allow for the human race to survive. Genesis 11:1-9. An attempt to create a world wide Satanic millennium will occur just prior to the Second Advent but this will also be judged by the Lord. Revelation 13:16-18, 19:19-21. This changes at the Second Advent when the Lord Jesus Christ sets up a true worldwide kingdom for the 1000 year reign of the Millennium Revelation 20:1-6

[b] In Matthew 22:21 where if a national government has laws which are anti Biblical the Christian should passively and prayerfully disobey the laws and take the consequences. Christians are not revolutionists.

9.Three classic objections are raised to the question of capital punishment.

[a] Capital punishment does not deter crime - Two fallacies :- 

[i]capital punishment was never created to deter crime, but it is the retributive justice of God against evil. 


[ii] Also if it were properly administered it would deter. In the Old Testament capital punishment was never given unless there had been two eye witnesses to the crime and was only the punishment for certain crimes. Conviction was not possible through circumstantial evidence as it had to be by direct witness. After the trial the executioners were the witnesses. The execution was public and the body had to be displayed until sundown indicating the wrath of God on guilty man.

[b] The retributive justice theory which states that a society which has capital punishment is exacting it's vengeance on the guilty. Two fallacies:-

[i] Who is the one who owes the debt? There are three parties involved, the criminal, the victim and the State. If the criminal kills the victim he has broken the law of the State and therefore the crime is against the State, not the victim. Capital punishment therefore comes out of God's vengeance.


[ii] Retributive justice would have a redemptive element if it were carried out correctly as it was in Israel.

[c] It cannot be justly administered as the poor cannot engage as good a lawyer as the rich and are therefore more likely to get convicted. God knew that capital punishment could not be justly administered when He set it up, Jesus Christ being a prime example.  

10. Although God has delegated the authority He has not defined the type of government unlike marriage or family where there is just one form of structure.

11. John Calvin said that there were three types of government:- monarchy, aristocracy and democracy. Monarchy can easily deteriorate to despotism, aristocracy to oligarchy, the rule of an elite few and from democracy to sedition. He said that by far the best form of government was either aristocracy or the combination of aristocracy and democracy.

12. Government is based on two foundations law and power. The power is based on police internally and military for external power. Those who campaign against either are apostate. There must be a balance between law and power. Law without power is destroyed or ignored, power without law destroys the people.

13. Law comes from one of four sources.

[a] verbally from God as to the nation Israel. Israel's law was the Bible.

[b] those nations based on Christian principles draw their law from the Bible.

[c] there are nations who base their law on what the State requires, the liberal, view.

[d] the law can be based on what an individual desires such as a despot, the conservative view.

14. From the human viewpoint there are two types, the conservative which bases its concepts on the rights of the individuals and the liberal who bases his law on the right of the State. Both these views are apostate as it presupposes that law comes from man and not God.

15. The Christian therefore has to say that God has designed a number of elements such as the divine institutions. The government is therefore not allowed to coerce freewill nor bring in polygamy in place of marriage. The State has no sovereignty over volition, marriage or family. In addition there are areas such as economics, education, religion, natural resources, the arts and the sciences.

16. In judging evil the government has to judge the balance between all these elements but does not have rights over the building blocks of society. This lasts until the return of Christ.

17 The model for a nation is given under 8 areas. If any of the areas are weakened the nation is weakened.

[a] Geographical proximity - where a nation should be compact and not inhabit a long thin strip with people strung out over hundreds of kilometres [Deuteronomy 3:18-20]. In the ancient world the river Jordan dividing the two and a half tribes to the east from their brethren on the west caused a weakening of the nation Israel.

[b] The domination by one race, so that a large majority should be of one race. All the nations are called by the father of the nation such as Israel or the sons of Esau which was the name of Edom. You cannot have a melting pot of all peoples without melting the pot. Whilst you can absorb a large number of minorities you must have a dominant race. Deuteronomy 2:4

[c] There must be a strong national feeling of belonging whether the person is an immigrant or not. Deuteronomy 16:11

[d] There must be a common way of thinking about life's problems. If you have two diverse ways of looking at things you have a weak nation.  Deuteronomy 6 The talk in the home should be on the basis of divine viewpoint. All children should be instructed in the Word of God by their parents.

[e] A dominance by one language. When God divided the nations He did it linguistically at the Tower of Babel. Two historical examples of people who saw the value of a common language:- Alexander the Great and Koine Greek and Lenin who modified Russian at the time of the Russian revolution to improve the cohesion of the Soviet Union. 

[f] The principle of harmony between neighbourhoods. Deuteronomy 22:1-4 There were no police in Israel in those days, the inhabitants acting as policemen. 

[g] Patriotism strengthens a nation Deuteronomy 19:13

[h] Dominance of the sovereignty of God over a nation. The destiny of the country is either in God or in man Deuteronomy 21:18     

18. Government's job is to form a balance between the various elements which make up a national entity. For instance the government does not have the right to legally enforce polygamy as marriage is a God given monogamous state. They do have the right however to regulate divorce.

19. Deuteronomy 22:1-3 illustrates how the Old Testament society functioned. The right of the individual had to be respected. Individual rights come because they were created in us. This says to respect your brother's property even if there are no policemen present. This passage gives the ability to have private property. This is confirmed in Exodus 20 where it states you shall not steal. You cannot steal something which is your own. 

Charity also presumes private property. Property allows you to make choices and is the basis for giving. 2 Corinthians 8,9 You cannot give what is not yours. The act of the government giving money extracted from the population by taxes is not an act of charity. However there is a great danger that the possessions possess the possessor and you become materialistic. You can only enjoy property when you are in fellowship with the Lord. [Ecclesiastes 2]

20. Government must defend and strengthen marriage by guarding against adultery and rape. With the strengthening of a marriage a person who had just got married did not have to go to war for a year but stayed at home to cheer up his wife. [Deuteronomy 24:5]

21. Education should deal with the technical things but should not deal with the philosophy of life as this is the parent's responsibility. Ephesians 6:4 This includes such items as sex education and humanistic philosophies 

22. Economics - the basis for economics is given at the point of creation. Deuteronomy 25:13-16 Government cannot create an economy it can only regulate it. John Witherspoon's essay on money is an excellent example of a Biblical approach to economics. 

"Fractional reserves" is a form of the government stealing from the population as they do not have the full weight of gold or silver to back it. Isaiah 1:22 With banknotes it states that the paper money is "legal tender" and therefore has to be accepted in transactions. The Christian response. Matthew 6:19-21                             ]

23. Natural resources. - people say that Christianity is responsible for the present problems in the ecology because of Genesis 1:28. The Biblical answer to this is in Romans 8:20-23 which shows why man destroys the environment, not because of Christianity but because of the fall. 

Thus it is not because of God's design but what man has done. This is further amplified in Isaiah 65:25 where it is clear that God is concerned with ecology showing the balance that will occur in the Millennium. The believer should also be concerned about the environment. Deuteronomy 20:19-20

24. Arts and Sciences - some governments dictate aesthetic tastes for artists.

25. Church - Government has no right to interfere with the Church nor the Church with the Government.  As an example in the case of slavery the Christians eat away from the inside rather than rising in rebellion. [Philemon]

26. Courts and the Police - in Deuteronomy 16:18 -18:22 the Bible states that they are necessary. The Christian should defend the principle of the Courts and Police Force. The law enforcement and court officials are not to take inducements or be biased Deuteronomy 16:18-20 The groves of trees in v21 are the place of the Baal worshippers. As God was Head of State this meant that they were to be faithful and patriotic.

27. To secure a capital conviction there had to be two or more witnesses Deuteronomy 17:6. The individual citizen was the informant showing a civic responsibility and acted as the police. Upon securing conviction the witnesses were the ones to throw the first rock in the execution. Perjury was seen as a major crime. Punishment for a false witness was that which he had accused the other party. Deuteronomy 19:18

The court procedure was such that the trials were quick and soon after the offence. The complaint was brought by the plaintiff and not by a lawyer. The judgment was considered to be not against the state but against God. Deuteronomy 1:17 The penalties were either a fine, corporal punishment or capital punishment but apart from waiting to appear in court no imprisonment. Any corporal punishment was undertaken in front of the judge to ensure fairness. Deuteronomy 25:1-3                 

28. God has set the geographical and historical boundaries for nations. Acts 17:26, Genesis 10:25; Deuteronomy 32:8

29. All nations and races are descended from Noah's three sons Ham, Shem and Japheth. Genesis 9:19

30. The nations were dispersed after the Tower of Babel Genesis 11:9

31. Internationalism and one-worldism is therefore against the will of God. cf Genesis 11:4,9  Satan is attempting to unite the world as a counterfeit to the Millennium, when Christ will reign as King.

32. Nations are established by God to protect the freedoms and rights of people so that they may serve God peacefully. 1 Timothy 2:1-2

33. The importance of free will - a government should not force people to accept or reject Christianity.

34. Freedoms in a nation are to be protected

a) Externally by military forces

b) Internally by police forces and courts Romans 13:4 

35. The effectiveness of believers within a nation determines its blessing or cursing Deuteronomy 11:26-28, Genesis 18:17-33, Matthew 5:13

36. When nations become evil, God must destroy them.  Examples include

a) Amorites  Genesis 15:16, Deuteronomy 7:2

b) Chaldea Daniel 5

37. Jews were forbidden to intermarry with other nations, so that the Jewish religion would not be defiled by heathen practices. Deuteronomy 7:1-3, Ezra 10:2,14

a) Solomon's union with foreign women was evil. Nehemiah 13:23-27

b) Abraham forbade Isaac to marry outside his people. Genesis 28:1

c) Esau's marriage to Hittites brought grief Genesis 26:34,35

d) Moses' marriage to an Ethiopian caused trouble. Numbers 12:1

38. The threefold split of humanity appears in the book of Acts as examples of salvation.

a) An Ethiopian (Hamitic) is saved in Acts 10:1 -48

b) Saul (Semitic) is saved in Acts 9:1-16

c) Cornelius (Japhetic) is saved in Acts 10:1-48

NATIONS AND RACES

1. God has set the geographical and historical boundaries for nations (Acts 17:26, Genesis 10:25; Deuteronomy 32:8).

Three Categories of Nations

Geographical

Racial

Linguistic

You can also have a combination of any of the three.  

2. All nations and races are descended from Noah's three sons Ham, Shem and Japheth (Genesis 9:19).

3. The nations were dispersed after the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:9).

4. Internationalism and one-worldism is therefore against the will of God (cf. Genesis 11:4,9).  Satan is attempting to unite the world as a counterfeit to the Millennium, when Christ will reign as King.

God has ordained nationalism rather than internationalism.  Internationalism has two systems: a) Religion, b) Political – World Brotherhood.

5. Nations are established by God to protect the freedoms and rights of people so that they may serve God peacefully  (1Timothy 2:1-2).

6. The importance of free will - a government should not force people to accept or reject Christianity.

7. Freedoms in a nation are to be protected:

a) Externally by military forces. Believers should defend their own country.

b) Internally by police forces and courts (Romans 13:4).  Capital punishment is an integral part of law enforcement (Genesis 9:6).

8. The effectiveness of believers within a nation determines its blessing or cursing (Deuteronomy 11:26-28, Genesis 18:17-33, Matthew 5:13).

9. When nations become evil, God must destroy them.  Examples include:

a) Amorites (Genesis 15:16, Deuteronomy 7:2)

b) Chaldea (Daniel 5).

10. Jews were forbidden to intermarry with other nations, so that the Jewish religion would not be defiled by heathen practices (Deuteronomy 7:1-3, Ezra 10:2,14)

a) Solomon's union with foreign women was evil (Nehemiah 13:23-27)

b) Abraham forbade Isaac to marry outside his people (Genesis 28:1)

c) Esau's marriage to Hittites brought grief (Genesis 26:34,35)

d) Moses' marriage to an Ethiopian caused trouble (Numbers 12:1).

11. The threefold split of humanity appears in the book of Acts as examples of salvation:

a) An Ethiopian (Hamitic) is saved in (Acts 10:1 -48)

b) Saul (Semitic) is saved in (Acts 9:1-16)

c) Cornelius (Japhetic) is saved in (Acts 10:1-48)

12. Divine institutions must be established to protect the national entity, to give stability.  Three other divine institutions are Free will, Marriage and Family. [See God:  Divine Institutions]

13. The importance of human freedom:  freedom is based on privacy, hence the right of the individual to privacy as long as he does not contravene common law.  Children should have limited freedom.

14. The national entity should allow people to own property and run business, free from government interference.

15. The national entity should provide a system of free enterprise for advancement through human energy and merit.

16. There must be a fair system of taxation.

17. A person must be free to accept or reject Christ as Saviour and the government should not penalize them whether they accept or reject the cross.

NIMROD - INTERNATIONALISM

1. SCRIPTURE  Genesis 10:8,9; 1 Chronicles 1:10.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Great grandson of Noah through Ham and Cush. He was probably very dark in complexion as the Cushites were the original Ethiopians. Nimrod is said to be a great warrior before the Lord (Genesis 10:8,9). Nimrod had an extensive kingdom, including the great cities of Babel (Babylon), Erech (Warka), Accad (Agade), Calneh and all the land of Shinar. This was the location of the tower of Babel. Hamurabbi, the great law-giver who lived about the time of Abraham, rebuilt the tower of Babel. He dedicated it to Nimrod (Marduk), the original builder. The tower was one of the wonders of the ancient world at this time and a focal point for internationalism. Nimrod's extensive empire and strength combined to make him a formidable leader and conceivably the first world ruler after the flood. Nimrod's land also included inner Assyria, called the land of Nimrod in Micah 5:6, between Nineveh and Calah.

3. EVALUATION:  Genesis 11.

a) The whole world after the Ark landed on Ararat was of one language and speech (verse 1).

b) After wandering for some while, they came to the plain of Shinar and dwelt there (verse 2).

c) God had told them to multiply and inhabit the earth (Genesis 9:7).

d) Man, however, remained centralised in the plain of Shinar where they constructed a tower (verses 3,4).

e) The purpose of the tower was to reach heaven from the earth and to rebel against God's orders (verse 4).

f) God recognised that the whole of mankind had concentrated, and such concentration would cause severe problems for their future (verses 5,6).

g) He causes a myriad of languages to come upon man to force them into national units (verse 7).

h) With the various languages, the people on the plain of Shinar disperse and migrate to fill the earth (verse 8).

i) The name of the place was called Babel because of the confusion of languages (verse 9).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Concentration of power causes oppression and degeneracy (Revelation 13:16-18).

b) God promotes nationalism and judges internationalism. There is no such thing as the brotherhood of man. Man is divided into two groups:  believers who are children of God (Romans 8:14-17), and unbelievers who are children of the devil (John 8:44).

c) God confused tongues (languages) at the Tower of Babel. God gave the gift of tongues in the early church to give the gospel in foreign languages (1 Corinthians 12-14).

d) Man is always attempting by his own works to pull God down from heaven. God judges man's works and will not allow man to operate outside His plan (Numbers 22-24).

e) Babel and the Church:

i) Started in unity - the church started in unity being in one place in one accord (Acts 2:1).

ii) Ambition for power - a power struggle commenced in the church with several bishoprics attempting to gain supreme power (1 Peter 5:3).

iii) Man-made unity - under the medieval papacy the church was one over a large area of the known world with one language, LATIN. Religious internationalism.

iv) Confusion of languages - the reformation caused each country to worship and have the Bible in their own languages. Christian nationalism.

PALESTINE

1. The only land given by God to a nation (Genesis 13:14-17).

2. It is the Lord's land (Hosea 9:3).

3. It is Israel's inheritance (Psalm 105:9-12; Isaiah 60:21).

4. The Jews were removed from the land because of their sin (Jeremiah 9:1-16).

5. It will become fruitful again when the Jews return (Ezekiel 36:8-12).

6. The desert will blossom like a rose (Isaiah 35:1,2).

7. When Christ returns with His saints (1 Thessalonians 3:13):

a) An earthquake will level the hills (Zechariah 14:3,4,10);

b) He will stand on the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4);

c) Jerusalem will be made a Holy Mountain (Isaiah 66:20);

d) The Mediterranean and Dead Seas will be joined (Zechariah 14:8; Ezekiel 47:1-12);

e) Jerusalem will become a port (Zechariah 14:8);

f) Cities will be rebuilt (Isaiah 61:4);

g) Population will increase (Ezekiel 36:38);

h) Jesus will rule from Jerusalem (Zechariah 8:22; Isaiah 2:3-4).

8. The land of Palestine will at long last become the land of the Jews at the Second Advent.

Ecclesiastes  4:2  Wherefore I praised the dead which are already dead more than the living which are yet alive.

This is Solomon’s conclusion that because man cannot understand the purpose of the universe and therefore the purpose for one’s life, and because of injustice and oppression it is better to be dead than alive.  

Have you ever been so fed up with the world that you have had this thought, even for just a fleeting moment?

· Solomon has forgotten about the eternal destiny of the soul in his conclusion.  

It must be remembered that he is talking in the context of previous chapters and concluding that it is impossible to get lasting and fulfilling happiness in the world.

This conclusion is offensive to most people.  Most people would say that it is better to be alive.  

1. Have you ever wondered why people pay so much money and spend so much time to be entertained?  

2. Why do you think people are only happy when they are being entertained?  Why are mindless, stupid, noisy television shows far more popular than a documentary?

If entertainment were taken away – no more stupid reality TV shows, no more video hits, no more electronic games, no more movies, no more sport etc etc – would people be able to cope with the “real” world?  I am talking about non-Christian people who don’t know God’s purpose for their life.  I am talking about people who are love the things of the world.

Entertainment hypnotizes you into thinking that you are getting a lot out of life, it fools you into thinking that it is better to be alive than dead.  

Solomon is saying that if you strip away all the distractions, all the “bells and whistles” and look at the facts and reality of your life, the only logical conclusion is that it is better to be dead.

The dead are better off than the living.  To Solomon, death was the escape from the suffering and the misery of this world.  But, he had forgotten about Hell.  His question was not is there life after death, but rather is there life after birth?

(W. MacDonald, Believers Bible Commentary, page 894.)

DOCTRINE

WORLDLINESS

1. Worldliness  means to follow the beliefs and philosophy of man rather than that of God

2. Worldliness is the opposite to Godliness;  it is thinking/doing in opposition to God's revealed word. Titus 2:11-14.

3. All people are faced with the constant choice of following God's way or the world's. Romans 5:12, 3:19, 1 Corinthians 1:21, Ephesians 2:12,  James 1:27, 2 Peter 1:4, 2:20.

4. Satan is the "prince of this world", and has power to deceive those who are negative to God's plans.  John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, 1 Corinthians 4:4, 1 Peter 5:8,9.

5. We must not love the world, 1 John 2:15-17.

6. We must hate all the world stands for, in thought and in deed. 1 Corinthians 5:9-13, 11:30-32, Galatians 6:14, James 1:27, James 4:4, 2 Peter 1:3,4, 1 Corinthians 3:18, 19. 

7. We must not return to our old behaviour patterns, Ephesians  2:1-7.

8. This evil world system and the prince of this world will be condemned. Matthew 18:7, John 12:31, 16:11, 1 Corinthians 6:2, 2 Peter 3:7, 2 Peter 2:1ff.

Ecclesiastes 4:3  Yea, better is he than both they, which hath not yet been, who hath not seen the evil work that is done under the sun. 

Solomon goes even further and says it is better never to be born!  What an indictment on life in this world!  This is also something that people do not want to hear.  

The unborn have not lived to experience the miserable suffering caused by oppression.

That is, an unborn person; is better off than the dead that once lived and experienced oppression, and to the living that are under it; see Job_3:10.

Job 3:10:

“Because it shut not up the doors of my mother’s womb, nor hid sorrow from mine eyes.”

Job asks why didn’t he die at birth?

· If you think about this more deeply Solomon is saying that without God, there is no reason to keep human life going.  This is the only logical outcome.  Without the Bible, humanity will self destruct.

Remember that the only logical outcome of Evolution is survival of the fittest.

If you look at the injustice in Ecclesiastes chapter 3:16, and oppression in 4:1, why would you want to keep humanity going?  It doesn’t make sense to preserve this state of affairs!  Why not just push the BIG RED BUTTON and end all the suffering and pain caused by injustice and oppression?

Example:  Assume the Bible is wrong.  Let’s agree with King Solomon that when we examine the world, we see suffering caused by injustice and oppression and conclude that it is better to never have been born.  

Now it is easy to believe the teaching of evolution that man is just an animal.  If man is just an animal, then there are no moral absolutes of right and wrong.  If there are no moral absolutes, then life is no more than survival of the fittest.  So what is the purpose of life when the whole world is just an accident?  

Logically what’s to say that launching nuclear missiles is morally wrong?  Why doesn’t someone just push the button? 

Try asking an anarchist who wants to tear down everything and live with no rules why we should not wipe ourselves out with nuclear weapons or biological warfare.  Could they give a reason?  By their philosophy and belief system we should put an end to human history once and for all.  Yet governments and individuals who reject the Bible and absolute morals are against nuclear weapons and using them.

Why won’t Godless people push the button?  It’s because they believe, by faith, that man can change the world and make it better.  The belief of humanism is that man has all the answers.  I have seen and heard experts on this and experts on that say they believe that man with his science, technology, social engineering and environmental skills and his knowledge of all the facts can save the world.  Sadly their faith is based on much less fact than Bible based Christianity.

This is Solomon’s point in verse 3.

APPLICATION:  There is no middle ground!  Either the Bible is true and we follow it or you throw it away and self destruct.

HOW TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF OPPRESSION?

· The Lord Jesus Christ had to deal with oppression in His time.

· The Lord Jesus taught against the oppression of His day. 

What was the oppression that He taught against?  It wasn’t the rule or politics of Rome.  It was the religious oppression of the Pharisees and Sadduccees.

Who were the Pharisees?  The name means “separated ones”.  They tended to be the businessmen of the day.  They believed in resurrection, immortality of the soul, existence of spirits, Heaven and Hell BUT:

· They taught religion more as an outward way of life, rather than an inner change.  

· They created traditions and laws which they added to the Law of Moses, particularly the Sabbath.

· They were extremely legalistic.

· They were the worst persecutors of Jesus Christ.

Who were the Sadducees?  They were a small Jewish party opposed to the Pharisees.

· They were from the upper classes, educated and usually very wealthy.

· They denied the resurrection.

· They denied the existence of angels and spirits.  Therefore they did not believe in the supernatural.

· They had membership in the priesthood and Sanhedrin, which was the governing body of the Jews at the time.  The Sadducees are like the mainstream ecumenical churches of today.

They were powerful enough to bribe the legal system so that Jesus could not get a fair trial.  Caiaphas was the High Priest of the Sadducees.  He had a business that turned over in Australian dollar terms around $5 –6 million per annum based on cheating people in religion.

How?  They took Old Testament scripture out of context regarding sacrifices in the temple.  

The tables of the money-changers – 

· Judea was subject to the Romans. The money used was Roman coin.

· The Jewish law required that every man should pay a tribute to the service of the sanctuary of “half a shekel,” Exo_30:11-16. This was a Jewish coin.

· It was convenient to have a place where the Roman coin could be exchanged for the Jewish half shekel. 

· This was the “professed” business of these men. 

OPPRESSION: The moneychangers demanded a small sum for the exchange; and, also overcharged for sacrificial doves and other animals.  There were thousands of such transactions by people who came to the great feasts.  Therfore, it was a very profitable business, and one characterized by fraud and oppression.

That is why Jesus stormed into the temple in righteous anger, overturned those big heavy tables and threw all the money changers out!  TWICE!  (First in John 2:15 early in Jesus’ ministry, and again in the last week of his ministry in Mat 21:12, Mk 11:15 & Luke 19:45,46).

Jesus was not against established law and government.  He was against the evil of established religious oppression and tyranny.  

The Lord Jesus Christ also raised the social status of women and released them from oppression.

God is working a plan to bring in a kingdom that is free from oppression and injustice.  (As is man doing it man’s way!).

What is God’s plan to annihilate oppression?  

God’s plan can be briefly summarized as follows:

1. It starts with all Gentiles in Genesis to up to Abraham.  

2. From Abraham, humanity was divided into Israel and Gentiles.  

3. In 586BC Israel was taken into captivity by Babylon, marking the start of the Times of the Gentiles.  

4. The next point in God’s plan is the birth, death and resurrection of the His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, heralding the Church Age which we are in now.  

5. The Church Age is followed by the Second Advent, which marks the start of the Millennium.  The Lord Jesus sets up His perfect Government and the Earth is returned to the Garden of Eden conditions.  Satan is bound and cannot exert any influence.  

6. At the end of the Millennium, Satan is released and leads another rebellion against Jesus Christ.  This leads to the Great White Throne Judgement, the throwing of Satan into the Lake of Fire and the start of eternal bliss with a new universe and earth and the revealing of God’s city, New Jerusalem.  Creation will be at last free at last from injustice, oppression and evil – forever and ever.

MAN’S WAY:

Man cannot bring in the “Golden Age” on his own because there is no belief in Satan or demons.  Satan and his army is the root cause of oppression and tyranny.

The Bible tells us that men will look at Satan in the Lake of Fire and remark, “is this the one that deceived all the nations?”  Rev 20:3, 8 &10.

What will man cause to happen in his effort to bring about a Golden Age free of injustice and oppression and suffering?

He will achieve just the opposite!  Man in his own wisdom is rushing headlong into a world dictatorship with the Antichrist as world leader.

Nations and national government are divine institutions, the 4th one.  Freewill, marriage and family are the first three.

The dismantling of national government is actually making it easier for Satan and his demons to make hell on earth.  (as is the destruction of other divine institutions).

Why do you think it is becoming more dangerous to talk about Jesus Christ and the Gospel?  It will become even more so here in Australia, we can see signs of it happening already, especially as we get closer to Christmas.

The gospel was free to be preached in the Roman Empire in the times of the Apostles.  The Roman Empire was very law abiding, had highways and communications and strong law enforcement.  The Apostles were under attack by religious leaders causing mob riots against them.  It was the Roman soldiers and what we call police that protected them, even if it meant they were falsely arrested.  It was better to be falsely arrested than to be a victim of an angry mob.

THE BEATITUDES (MATTHEW 5:1-12).

Important Points:  The Beatitudes are given to persecuted peoples.  

Matthew 4:25 describes the demographic composition of the huge crowds that followed Him.  Naturally there was a mix of believers and unbelievers.

Mat 4:25  And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judea, and from beyond Jordan. 

These people were looking for a political kingdom that was free from injustice and oppression.  They were not looking for a spiritual kingdom.

The Beatitudes are given to all people who live in persecution now and up to, but not including, the Millennium.  

Mat 5:3  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Mat 5:4  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 

· There is no mourning in the Millennium.

Mat 5:5  Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

Mat 5:6  Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 

Mat 5:7  Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

Mat 5:8  Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 

Mat 5:9  Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 

Mat 5:10  Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

· Persecution does not happen in the Millennium.   

Mat 5:11  Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 

Key Word:

Blessed: means a deep, inner happiness, not an external show of laughing and giggling.  

Our Lord Jesus is saying that in the face of oppression and injustice and persecution, believers can still experience a deep stable inner happiness because they know there will be a future existence where they will enjoy rewards in eternity where there is no suffering and no oppression and no injustice.  

Matthew 5:12 says:

Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Therefore Jesus Christ teaches that His promise of a perfect government in the Millennium and in Heaven is what reinforces believers to endure persecution in the present.

Solomon, although a believer who we will meet Heaven, had rejected God’s word.  Like an airplane that spirals down to earth after being shot down, so was Solomon’s spiritual nose dive that sent him crashing into his grave.  He totally despaired of all his labour and gave up on life.  

IN tough times there are 3 choices:

· Give up and quit.  Whine and cry.  (Like Solomon did).

· You can become a rebel or an extremist and beat people up, join a gang.  In other words, get revenge.

· Or you can trust God’s promise that vengeance is His, He will repay.  Jeremiah 51:6,56 and Romans 12:19.

Believers are not to get revenge but wait and let God punish.  Are you prepared to wait? 

APPLICATION:

IF you are going through tough times, if you are being oppressed in some way, you can rely on God’s promise of eternal happiness for your future destiny.  The Lord has promised that believers have rewards waiting for them in Heaven.  The greatest reward is to be face to face with the Lord, in perfect fellowship.  This is what kept all the apostles going in their daily battles.  This is why the Apostle Paul could say in Philippians 1:21;

“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

Most people, who think in the world’s terms, regard this attitude as crazy.  How could death possibly be better than life?

The Lord Jesus Christ also taught of another source of comfort.  

John 14:16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever; 

John 14:26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 

John 15:26  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 

John 16:7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 

The “Comforter” is of course the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Holy Spirit.  Notice how in John 14:16 that the Holy Spirit will be with each of the disciples forever.  The Bible also teaches that the Holy Spirit immediately indwells every soul at the point of salvation.  This is a fact that is peculiar to the New Testament.  Being constantly indwelt by the Holy Spirit was a privilege not available to the Old Testament saints.

What a tremendous gift of God’s Grace this is to Church Age believers!

John 14:16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever; 

KEY POINTS.

We must always look at God's Word in context. After the resurrection appearances of the Lord Jesus Christ He is going to be away from them permanently so he tells them here what has been arranged in eternity past to deal with his physical absence. 

He is going to give believers the Holy Spirit, another comforter of the same kind to replace Himself. This is "another" paraclete. Up to this time they had the physical presence of the Lord Jesus Christ whilst afterwards they will have the spiritual indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

What He is saying is that the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit within each believer, will be as real as the physical presence of the Lord Jesus Christ when he had a ministry on the earth. What the Holy Spirit will do for you will be the same as what the Lord Jesus Christ did for the disciples during those three years of earthly ministry.

The physical presence of the Lord Jesus Christ was real when they were talking to Him and listening to Him while they were attending Him, but when they were not attending to him they forgot His words and drifted from fellowship with him into despair (this is especially true after his death and before the resurrection). 

We have a similar situation with believers today as the Holy Spirit is with us all day but many Christians are not aware of the presence of the Holy Spirit because they are not communing with him in their life. As a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ the Holy Spirit is within you. Your awareness of Him however is in direct relationship to you communing with Him as you meditated upon the Word of God and focus on your ministry upon earth and prayer to the Father about issues that arise, and worship Him.

There are three points in John 14:6 regarding the giving of the Holy Spirit:-

1. The Lord asked the Father that the Spirit should be sent. It is absolutely certain that this prayer was answered. If the Lord Jesus Christ is praying the prayer is answered. If you are a believer the Lord has sent the Spirit to you. The Lord does the work, He has sent the Spirit. The Spirit is not under our control He is under the control of the Father and the Son. The Holy Spirit is God but there is protocol in the Godhead and a divine plan from eternity past, which involves God the Father, after the prayer of the Son, sending the Holy Spirit.

2. The Holy Spirit is called a comforter - parakletos - which means advocate, intercessor and comforter. It means someone who stood beside you in court and talked for you on your behalf. The court is the court of heaven as we approach the throne of grace. 

3. That He might be with you for ever. You can grieve the Spirit with sin, you can quench Him with evil but He is with you forever. In the Old Testament it was possible for the Holy Spirit to be taken from you but from Pentecost on it is not a possibility. 

(Gospel of John Volume 3, Dr J McEwan & Dr P Moses, EBCWA, page 91).

John 14:26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 

KEY POINTS.

The Holy Spirit is given to you as a teacher and your comforter. He is your coach. You heed Him in your soul as you have heeded Christ in the body. As you keep on holding and applying the Word of God you will keep on having fellowship with Him. He will make His abode in us and bring to remembrance those things that the Lord has said.

The challenge for your Christian life - Ephesians 5:18 - "Be filled with the spirit.

We are told to love the Father, we are told to love the Son but no where in Scripture are we told to love the Holy Spirit.   The significance of that is that the ministry of the Holy Spirit is to magnify the Son and glorify Him and the Father through His plan. 

The Holy Spirit never draws attention to Himself. This is why we never pray to the Holy Spirit.  We pray through the Son in the power of the Holy Spirit. There are different responsibilities in the Godhead.

(Gospel of John Volume 3, Dr J McEwan & Dr P Moses, EBCWA, page 104).

The Holy Spirit teaches us through the reading and studying of God’s Word.  When we learn and understand more about God the Son and God the Father we become mature Christians and are better equipped to love and serve the Lord here on Earth.

This is why we are commanded to study our Bibles in 2 Timothy 2:15.

“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

John 15:26  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of Me: 

KEY POINTS.

One ministry of the Holy Spirit is to testify of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Notice how the Holy Spirit is not only called the Comforter, but He is also called the spirit of Truth.  The Holy Spirit testifies to the truth of Jesus Christ despite all the rejection of men in this world.  

The Greek grammar for “proceeds” from the Father shows that The Holy Spirit is constantly sent from God.  The Holy Spirit is sent for our benefit by directing the attention of the saved and unsaved to the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.

John 16:7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 

The Lord's departure is going to win a battle and allow a new arrival, as the Spirit is going to come in power on the Christians. He is going to indwell believers permanently for the first time in history. Jesus said to them, 'He is with you and will be in you'. This is the difference between the believer before the Cross and after Pentecost. 

This was something that David and all the prophets longed for. This is something that we do not understand or use as much as we should. This is an area where the Christian often does not get to grips with the Lord in prayer over the Word. Bible study should be fellowship, sitting at the table with God.

It is expedient that I go away. Here we have a different word which means that I am returning to a place where I have been before, so the Lord is very confident about the success of His mission. The Lord knows where He has been and where He is going. He is in control.

'But if I go', and we have a third word for go here, "poreuomai", which is the word for go on a journey. It means to set a course and to have a goal. What is the Lord's goal, it is to deal with sin. He is going to the Cross, he is going to depart and return to heaven. 

He is looking at His purpose which is to deal with sin. The cross is going to be the place of victory not defeat. The Cross will allow the Holy Spirit to come, to enable the believer to deal with sin and the unbeliever to be convicted of the need for a Saviour.

(Gospel of John Volume 3, Dr J McEwan & Dr P Moses, EBCWA, page 133, 134).

It is expedient for you ... -means or better.  

Still, it may be asked why the ministry of the Holy Spirit was more valuable to them, and also to us, than the physical presence of the Saviour himself. 

There are three reasons:

1. The departure of the Lord Jesus by his death, resurrection and ascension would open the eyes of the disciples to the significance of these great facts, and allow them to be led by the Holy Spirit to understand His earthly ministry.  While he was with them, the disciple’s minds were filled with prejudice and error.  They still expected an earthly kingdom, and did not want to believe that He must die.  When He left them they could no longer doubt, and would be prepared to understand the purpose of His ministry on Earth.  It was only after this series of events that the disciples were able to spread the Gospel with conviction.

God sometimes allows severe affliction and pain to remove our pride and humble us enough to understand simple truths.

2.
While on the earth the Lord Jesus could be bodily present in one place at one time. Yet, in order to enable salvation of all men, it was necessary that there should be some agent who could be in all places, who could attend all ministers, and who could, at the same time, apply the work of Christ to people in all parts of the earth.  This agent is the Holy Spirit.

3. The great plan of redemption involves each person of the Trinity, where each Person performs a different role.  It was not the work of the Spirit to make an atonement, so it was not the work of the Saviour to apply it.  The Lord Jesus performed this great work.  The Holy Spirit could not perform his part of the great plan; until the Saviour had completed his portion of the work and had left the earth.  Only then could the Holy Spirit carry forward the same plan and apply it to men.

The roles of each Person in the plan of Salvation could be briefly summarized as follows:

God the Father – “I have a plan.”

God the Son – “I will do the plan.”

God the Holy Spirit – “I will reveal the plan.”

APPLICATION

Believers in the Church Age have a terrific spiritual privilege because of the permanent indwelling of the Holy Spirit, who is our divine comforter, advocate, teacher, intercessor and revealer of God’s truth.  

Do you make an effort to take advantage of this?  Do you make an effort to walk in the Spirit and to be filled with the Spirit, especially in time of adversity, trial and suffering?

DOCTRINES

HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD

1. The Holy Spirit is God, the third member of the Trinity.

2. The Holy Spirit is Jehovah God  (Isaiah 6:8, 9, Acts 28:25, Jeremiah 31:31-35, cf Hebrews 10:15). 

3. He has the characteristics of God:

a) sovereignty 1 Corinthians 12:11

b) all knowing (1 Corinthians 2:10, 11)

c) all powerful (Genesis 1:2)

d) everywhere (Psalm 139:7)

HOLY SPIRIT - BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is mentioned in (1 Corinthians 12:13) "By means of one spirit are we all baptised into one body". The Baptism of the Spirit unites believers into the Body of Christ at the point of salvation.

2. The Baptism of the Spirit is different to His other ministries:  indwelling, filling, sealing, regeneration, distributing spiritual gifts, all of which also occur at the point of salvation.

3. The basis of unity and union of believers is achieved by Baptism of the Spirit (Ephesians 4:5) "One Lord, one faith, one baptism " - we have one faith in one Lord and receive one baptism, which unites us in the Body of Christ.

4. The implication of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is given in (Galatians 3:26-28) - all believers are united and "equal" in standing before God.

5. The Baptism of the Spirit provides identification with Christ  - as the Body of Christ, we share everything that He has (eg righteousness, heirship, priesthood, kingship, etc) (Ephesians 1:3, Colossians 2:12)

6. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit was promised by Jesus Christ. (John 14:19-20, Acts 1:5)

7. The Baptism of the Spirit did not occur in Old Testament times. It is unique to the Church Age.  Only Church Age believers are "in Christ" - that is, part of the Body (and the Bride) of Christ. (Colossians 1:25-26)

8. The Baptism of the Spirit begins the Church Age. In (Acts 1:5) Jesus said "Ye shall be baptised with the Holy Spirit not many (10) days hence". In (Acts 2:3) no mention of the Baptism of the Spirit is made but the experiential side of these happenings are described. In (Acts 11:15-17) Peter says that they received the Baptism of the Spirit just as it was in the beginning and quotes (Acts 1:5).

9. The Baptism of the Spirit has nothing to do with water baptism, nor with speaking in tongues.  The Baptism of the Spirit is not an experience; it cannot be seen, felt, or experienced, it occurs instantaneously at salvation. (aorist tense excludes experience - "once and for all") (l Corinthians 12:13)

10. The incidence of tongues at Pentecost was because many nations were present in Jerusalem at that time. Tongues fulfilled two requirements, evangelisation and the first warning of expulsion of the Jews from the land which occurred in 70 AD (Isaiah 28:11)

HOLY SPIRIT:  COMFORTER

The Holy Spirit is the Comforter (paraclete = one called alongside to help)

1. He abides forever with the saints. (John 14:16)

2. He dwells in the saints and is known by them. (John 14:17)

3. He teaches the saints. (John 14:26)

4. He imparts hope. (Romans 15:13, Galatians 5:5)

5. He gives us the love of God. (Romans 5:3-5)

6. He testifies of Christ. (John 15:26)

7. He communicates joy to the saints. (Romans 14:17, Galatians 5:22, 1 Thessalonians 1:6)

8. He edifies the church. (Acts 9:31)

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

1. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit did not indwell all believers, since Christ was not yet glorified (John 7:39).  Instead, He only came upon some Old Testament saints to perform special functions.

a) JOSEPH, a believer who was a prime minister. (Genesis 41:38)

b) Believers who were artisans occupied in the construction of the Tabernacle. (Exodus 28:3, 31:3)

c) Believers involved in administration. (Numbers 11:17, 25)

d) A believer who was both a political and military leader - JOSHUA (Numbers 27:18)

e) Certain Judges:  OTHNIEL (Judges 3:9, 10) GIDEON (Judges 6:34) JEPHTHAH (Judges 11:29) SAMSON (Judges 13:24, 25, 14:5-6, 15:14)

f) Kings of Israel (1 Samuel 10:9, 10, 16:13)

g) DANIEL (Daniel 4:8, 5:11, 6:3)

h) Post exilic rulers (Zechariah 4:3, 12-14)

2. Believers in Israel could be disciplined by the removal of the Spirit:

a) SAUL (1 Samuel 16:14)

b) DAVID (Psalm 51:11)

3. A believer could obtain the Holy Spirit by request, but not as an indwelling presence. (2 Kings 2:9, 10, Luke 11:13)

4. Jesus gave the Holy Spirit without request to the disciples just before the ascension. Purpose:  To sustain them for the ten day interim before the Church Age would begin. (John 20:22)

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

1. TO THE UNBELIEVER

a) RESTRAINING (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

If unbelievers were unrestrained in the Church Age the one world system which Satan is trying to establish would come. After the rapture of the Church it will come.

b) CONVICTING (John 16:7-11)

i) Sin - the barrier which remains in unbelief.

ii) Righteousness - God is totally righteous, man is only relatively righteous and needs God's righteousness for salvation.

iii) Judgment - Satan and all unbelievers are judged.

c) REGENERATION (John 3:5)

Man without the spirit cannot understand spiritual things. The Gospel is spiritual, the Holy Spirit makes the gospel a reality to the unbeliever when one believes and is "born again" or regenerated. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

2. TO THE BELIEVER AT SALVATION

a) Regeneration (John 3:1-16, Titus 3:5)

b) Baptism (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5) We are baptized into union with Jesus Christ and become part of the body of Christ.  This is not to be confused with the Filling of the Holy Spirit.

c) Indwelling (Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20) From salvation on the believer is indwelt by the Spirit.

d) Sealing (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30). This ministry relates to your future with God, the guarantee of eternal security.

e) Distribution of spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:11) Each believer receives a spiritual gift at the point of salvation in order to function in the body of Christ.

3. TO THE BELIEVER AFTER SALVATION (Spirituality)

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit after salvation is the means by which we live the Christian life ordained by God  (Ephesians 2:10, 5:18)

a) The Filling of the Holy Spirit (spirituality through confession of sin and surrender of the life). (1 John 1:9 Ephesians 5:18)

b) The character of Jesus Christ is produced by the believer when he is filled with the Spirit. (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23)

c) Glorification of Christ (John 7:39, 16:14, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

d) Fulfilment of the Law. (Romans 8:2-4)

HOLY SPIRIT OPERATION

This contrasts the different ways in which the Holy Spirit works in different circumstances and location. The locations under examination are Antioch and lconium.  It clearly shows that the outworking of the Holy Spirit varies from place to place. (Acts 15:22-35) (Antioch) (Acts 14.1-7) (Iconium)

1. In Antioch there was preaching only.  At Iconium there was preaching and miracles.

2. Believers cannot base a system of procedures on one successful operation.

3. Because the Holy Spirit permitted miracles in Iconium it does not follow that there will be miracles everywhere.

4. The same success was obtained at Antioch by the preaching and teaching of the word without miracles.

5. The ministry of the believer must be related to the Holy Spirit.  Such a ministry may be communicated by doctrine or verbally and may or may not contain accompanying supernatural phenomena.

6. The believer cannot compel the Holy Spirit to a type of procedure as at Iconium such as the tongues and healing that was used in the ancient world.  Because God permitted these things in the past it does not follow that they will be used in the present.

7. The demand for healing miracles and tongues is tantamount to dictating to God and this places the believer in opposition to the plan of God.

8. Miracles were always used to focus attention on the message from the word and were never used as a sign of spirituality and power:

(i) The message and not the miracles was always the important factor.

(ii) Emphasising miracles we either detract from the message or have no message at all.  The Holy Spirit always emphasises the message.

(iii) Today emphasis on miracles, tongues and healing obscures the issue of God's Word.

HOLY SPIRIT:  SEVEN SPIRITS

The Seven Spirits of God is a description of the one Holy Spirit. (Isaiah 11:2, Revelation 1:4)

1. The Spirit of the Lord.

2. The Spirit of Wisdom.

3. The Spirit of Understanding.

4. The Spirit of Counsel.

5. The Spirit of Might.

6. The Spirit of Knowledge.

7. The Spirit of the Fear of the Lord.

HOLY SPIRIT:  SINS AGAINST THE SPIRIT

1. RESISTING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Unbelievers only) (Acts 7:51, John 16:8-11) This is hardening to the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit.

2. BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT (Unbelievers only) (Matthew 12:31) The purpose of the Holy Spirit was to reveal the person of Jesus Christ.  The Pharisees rejected this by claiming He was demon possessed.

3. LYING TO THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) (Acts 5:1-3) A sin of false motivation. - Ananias and Sapphira.

4. GRIEVING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) (Ephesians 4:30) Any sin which the believer commits.

5. QUENCHING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) (1 Thessalonians 5:19) A believer who is not allowing the Holy Spirit to exert His full influence.

6. UNPARDONABLE SIN (Matthew 12:22-32)

a) Rejection of Jesus Christ as God and Saviour is the only sin which cannot be forgiven.  This unbelief is shown in Matthew 12:24, denying the person and power of Jesus.

b) It is impossible for a believer to commit the unpardonable sin. (Isaiah 1:18, Isaiah 44:22, 1 John 1:7)

HOLY SPIRIT:  TEACHER

1. He is the Spirit of Wisdom. (Isaiah 11:2, 40:13-14)

2. He reveals the things of God. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

3. He reveals the things of Christ. (John 16:14)

4. He guides into all truth. (John 14:26, 16:13)

5. He enables ministers to teach. (1 Corinthians 12:8)

6. He teaches the saints to answer persecutors. (Mark 13:11, Luke 12:12)

7. He directs in the way of godliness. (Isaiah 30:21, Ezekiel 36:27)

8. He brings the words of Christ to remembrance. (John 14:26)

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 4:4-8

INTRODUCTION

From a human viewpoint, King Solomon was an amazing thinker.

It’s easy to think that Solomon has, so far, covered everything relating to man’s activity on Earth.  

What more can he think about?  He has thought of everything I can think of!  My thinking stopped in Chapter 2 after Solomon concluded that unlimited spending does not bring you happiness!  What problem could be worse than that?

But now he has found yet another aspect to our lives that we are not even aware of.

THE FUTILITY OF SELFISH TOIL.

V4  Again, I considered all travail, and every right work, that for this a man is envied of his neighbor. This is also vanity and vexation of spirit. 

V5   The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own flesh. 

V6   Better is a handful with quietness, than both the hands full with travail and vexation of spirit. 

V7  Then I returned, and I saw vanity under the sun. 

V8   There is one alone, and there is not a second; yea, he hath neither child nor brother: yet is there no end of all his labor; neither is his eye satisfied with riches; neither saith he, For whom do I labor, and bereave my soul of good? This is also vanity, yea, it is a sore travail. 

So, starting at verse 4.

Ecclesiastes 4:4  Again, I considered all travail, and every right work, that for this a man is envied of his neighbor. This is also vanity and vexation of spirit.

Have you ever tried to achieve something good, either materially or morally, expecting to receive praise, but instead were criticized?

When you try to achieve, or try to “right a wrong”, it is envy and jealousy that drives people to discredit you.  This is what Solomon is talking about.

KEY WORDS

Again:  This word is interesting because the Hebrew word (gam) is used 3 times in Ecclesiastes (verses 4:4; 4:11 and 8:14) and once in Esther 7:2.  This word translated “again” is not found anywhere else in the OT.  It comes from an unused word that meant to gather like things.  It’s a bit like the saying “to gather my thoughts together”.

Solomon uses this word to link this thought or observation to the words “evil work” in the preceding verse 3:

“Who has not seen the evil work that is done under the sun.”

“work” = specifically an action, and generally a transaction.  Abstractly, it means “activity.”

This verse could be translated as: “And when I gather my thoughts together, I saw that….”

We can see that Solomon was a deep thinker.

Envied:  Be jealous of.

Neighbour:  This means anybody who associates with you, not just the people next door!  Therefore it means, family members, friends, work colleagues and spouses.

The phrase “This also is vanity and grasping for the wind” is Solomon’s way of saying “a complete waste of time and effort!”  

Vanity = empty, futile like steam vaporizing into thin air.

Therefore, this verse is dealing with the modern saying about “keeping up with the Jones’s”.  He is introducing rivalry and competition as the engine of work.

Have you ever had this thought while working?

EXAMPLES:

Michelangelo and Raphael were great and famous artists who had the job of decorating the Vatican with frescoes in 1508.  But guess what happened?  They tried to out do each other and became so jealous of each other’s work that they ended up not being on talking terms!  (William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary, p 895.)

IF you take the time to step back and seriously observe and analyze man’s activities, you would see people running around trying to out do each other in a desperate bid to find happiness.

The Apostle Paul wrote:

Philippians 1:15.  Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from goodwill.

Paul records from prison how others were preaching Christ because they were jealous of all the attention he was getting.  These people wanted to torment Paul even more and cause trouble with their preaching.  They wanted him to get jealous of what they were doing.  

How did the Apostle Paul deal with this situation?  

V18  What then?  Notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.

APPLICATION:  Paul took his eyes off himself and thought only of Christ.  He got a bigger perspective and left the situation in the Lord’s hands.  He knew that God was working out His Divine purpose and that is why he could rejoice and rejoice!  

Therefore, Paul could relax and enjoy emotional stability instead of reacting emotionally or irrationally.

I wonder if Paul’s attitude disappointed all the “preachers” who were motivated by jealousy and hoped to upset him.  They were robbed of their fun and pleasure, which they would have got if Paul retaliated with revenge, which in human terms, would have been the natural thing to do.

DOCTRINES

BITTERNESS

1. Bitterness can get hold of the soul of man if we do not deal with temptation, pressure or sin in a godly way. Bitterness is self-centeredness, and a deep resentment at what has happened to us, as if we are being unfairly treated. It is an expression of lack of faith in the plan of God for our life, or a reflection of the discipline we have received in our life because of our walking away from the plan. Refer, SIN, DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS, REPENTANCE.

2. If we confront our inner oppression of spirit, and take it before the Lord our bitterness and deep self centred hurt can be healed. Isaiah 38:14-20.

3. Bitterness is the active state of all who reject the plan of God, the Word of God and the Will of God. Isaiah 33:2-16, Romans 3:10-19.

4. If we get caught in bitterness of spirit, we have previously been caught in sin and disobedience and repentance is needed quickly or the bitterness will deepen. Ephesians 4:30-32, Hebrews 12:9-15. Refer DEPRESSION.

5. If bitterness is not dealt with as a sin it will destroy the marriage relationship. Colossians 3:19.

6. Bitterness distracts us from getting right with God and dealing with the true source of our suffering, and the will of the Lord within it. Job 7:7-21, 42:1-6. Refer SUFFERING.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CAPACITY FOR LIFE

1. Jesus prayer for all believers is that we might have “joy fulfilled in us”. John 10:10, 17:13. His prayer expresses the desire for us all, that we might have his joy within us; a fountain of joy welling up within our souls, so that we can rejoice in him in every situation of life. Refer Fruit of The Holy Spirit.

2. Paul repeats this prayer to the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 9:6. Only as we sow do we reap. Only as we grow spiritually, rejoicing in all the Lord sends our way, do we enter the reality of the life of joy.  This is not a life of false smiles and cheery grins that have nothing behind them, but the biblical joy of the soul of a believer who rests and rejoices in all God is doing with them, and is walking close to their loved Lord. Refer Christian Life - Walking and Holy Spirit Filling.

3. Christian maturity is another way of expressing this joy. One expression of this is the giving of the mature believer, with real capacity for enjoyment of everything life throws at them, and real enjoyment of passing blessing on through giving. 1 Corinthians 9:7. Refer Christian Life -Giving.

4. God’s desire is to super-abundantly give us things that we can turn into more blessing for others. These super-abundant blessings may be opportunities, monies, assets, gifts, friendships, ministries, sufferings, or positions to be filled from which influences can be had. God’s desire is to give us more and more, so we use more and more, and so our ministry grows, and so the Lord is glorified through our life more and more. 1 Corinthians 9:8-11.

5. In this concept of “capacity for life” we see the truth of the real prosperity gospel. God’s desire is to enrich us, but this does not refer to money alone or at all, in most cases. None of the apostolic band died wealthy, all however died rich beyond all the men of their day. All were given abundance of blessings, but often within sufferings, yet they turned their sadness into joy, their pain and discomfort into occasions for rejoicing. Romans 8:24-39, 2 Corinthians 11:18-12:10. In this last passage we see Paul demonstrating the spirit of joy, the reality of true capacity for life in all situations that life can dish up for him. He is rejoicing in the power of God to bring him through all things with joy and strength, and bring him to the end of his life, though without earthly riches, with heavenly rewards beyond man’s imagining. 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 18. Refer Crowns and Rewards.

Solomon then proceeds to contrast the person motivated by rivalry and envy, to a lazy fool in verse 5.

Ecclesiastes  4:5.   The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own flesh.

It is easy to see that this is a proverb.  The Book of Proverbs is full of entertaining truths about fools.  For example Proverbs 6:10,11 and 24:33,34.

KEY WORD:

“Consumes”:  this struck me as being a strange word to use because my first thought was of a cannibal.  Maybe Solomon was talking about foolish cannibals?

The literal meaning of this Hebrew word is “to eat” or “burn up”.

The real meaning is that the lazy fool chooses to live off whatever food he can get without much effort.  When you starve, you burn up whatever energy stores you have.  This type of fool chooses to be lazy and then wonders why he is always hungry.

A good example of this attitude in Australia today is the number of people who consciously choose to live on social welfare.  

While there are many people who genuinely qualify for government help, there are welfare recipients who are not mentally ill, who are not wheel chair bound; who are perfectly able to work BUT CHOOSE NOT TO!  In Australia the social welfare system enables people to have a roof over their head and eat three meals a day, without ever having a job!

This system is so good that Australia is now into the 3rd and 4th generations of people who live on government handouts and who never look for work, even in times of economic boom.

The sad and strange thing is that social welfare came from the Christian principles of looking after the elderly, of providing for the genuinely sick and disabled, of providing for people who wanted to work but were unemployed through no fault of their own.  It was established to help people get through the tough times until they could get back on their feet again.

There was a time when being on social welfare was distasteful and demeaning, and people wanted to get off it as soon as they could!  But now social welfare is a regarded as a “sacred cow!”

Now a teenager can leave home, get paid a government allowance and get government housing and all sorts of “government help”.  So why should they work and study?

What would King Solomon make of this if he were alive today?  I imagine he would be finding jobs for all this surplus, idle labour supply just like he did with the Canaanites!

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CHARITY FROM A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE

1. God has always been concerned for the needy poor, the weak and the oppressed. Exodus 22:21-27, Deuteronomy 15:11, 24:14 , 15.

2. Orphans and widows were especially concerns of the Lord from the beginning. Deuteronomy 10:18, Ezekiel 22:7.

3. The Lord addressed the poor, and met their physical and spiritual needs. Matthew 11:28-30, Luke 4:18, 6:20.

4. The Lord recognized that there will always be people who are poor in a fallen World. Matthew 26:11, 

Mark 14:7.

5. Many in the early church sold their worldly wealth to provide for the needs of other Christians. Acts 4:32-37

6. The churches cared for the poor by regular giving, through the deacons. Romans 15:26, Galatians 2:10,  James 2:2 -7

7. If people could work they were expected to; such were not needy poor! 1 Thessalonians 2:9-12,  

2 Thessalonians 3:7-12.

8. The requirements for a widow to receive charity is given in 1 Timothy 5

[a]. She should not receive charity if she had children or grandchildren. The church is not expected to take up the slack for disobedient families or to encourage the breakdown of the family. The Lord's money should not be spent making up for slack relatives. - v 4

[b] If there is no one to help her and she is spending time in the work and praying she is eligible. - v 5 

[c] However if she is living for pleasure she is dead while she lives. If they are not willing to take responsibility they are not given charity. v 8 ‑ the principle of [1] is reinforced restating that if there is family they must take responsibility first.  It is your Christian witness to ensure that Social Welfare is not expected to replace your social responsibilities as a child. Many people are so busy doing the Lord's work that they neglect their parents. If you do not look after your parents you are worse than an unbeliever. - v 6

[d] The widow should be over 60 years of age, having lived in the faith a blameless life and the wife of one man. - v 9

[e] Eight characteristics

[i] No dependants


[ii] No means of support


[iii] She must be spiritual


[iv] She must be prayerful, night and day


[v] She must have been a faithful wife to her husband.


[vi] She must have a good reputation with unbelievers.


[vii] Her home must be open to visitors.


[viii] She must be active in social work herself. 

Unless a woman matched up to that standard she did not receive anything from the church. It should not be given to those who are not living in a God honouring way. A person who did not match up to God's Word had then to make a decision about whether she would change her life style to make herself eligible. This shows how serious charity is. 

WELFARE

1. God has always been concerned for the needy poor, the weak and the oppressed. Exodus 22:21-27, Deuteronomy 15:11, 24:14,15.

2. Orphans and widows were especially concerns of the Lord from the beginning. Deuteronomy 10:18, Ezekiel 22:7.

3. Any violation of the trust of others with money was also a concern of the Lord. Exodus 22:26, Amos 2:8,

4. The needy poor of the land were to be cared for. Only the needy were to be cared for, as those who were able to work should, and those with ability were expected to use it. Isaiah 1:23, 10:2, 3:14,15, Amos 4:1, 5:11, 8:4,6, Micah 2:2,8,9, Zephaniah 3:1, Habakkuk 1:4, 2:10-15, Jeremiah 5:28, 7:6, Ezekiel 18:12,16, 22:29, Zechariah 7:10, Malachi 3:5.

5. The Lord addressed the poor and needy directly and met their needs, for food but more than that for focus on their purpose in life. Matthew 11:28-30, Luke 4:18, 6:20.

The Lord recognised that there will always be people who are poor, that need will always exist within a fallen world and that no attempt of man will change this. Matthew 26:11, Mark 14:7.

6. The early church during the time of greatest growth in Jerusalem adopted a dramatic welfare policy to deal with the numbers being saved and the numbers of martyrs and their dependents who needed the church to care for them. 

In Acts 4:32-37 tells us that many (not all or they would not have had a home to meet in) the church sold their worldly wealth to ensure the work was not halted for lack of funds, or time to devote. It was a temporary measure and restricted to Jerusalem but it helped the church get established and made sure that no-one starved at a time when there was great expansion 
but also great persecution. 

Because of the church's needs they were permanently poor and other churches had to help the Jerusalem church throughout its history until 70AD. 1 Corinthians 16 : 3.

7. The churches cared for the poor and needy by regular giving, and through the office of the deacons who were the social welfare officers for the assemblies. Romans 15:26, Galatians 2:10, James 2:2-7,   

Relatives were expected to look after their own first. 1 Timothy 5:8,

If people could work they were expected to;   such were not needy poor! 1 Thessalonians 2:9 -12, 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12.

WOMEN:  WIDOWS

1. In the ancient world the widow was very vulnerable.  If a woman did not have a husband or family to care for her, she would starve to death on the streets.

2. God is very concerned for widows and children.  Psalms 68:5, 6, 146:9, Exodus 22:22

3. God punishes those who abuse the widow and children. Psalms 94:6-12, Malachi 3:5.

4. In Israel, if a man died without producing a son to carry on his family name, his brother was to marry the widow.  Deuteronomy 25:5-10, Genesis 38:6-11, Matthew 22:23-33.

5. The Pharisees abuse of the widows led to a major attack upon them by the Lord. Matthew 23:14, Mark 12:40.

6. Care for widows became a hallmark of the church, since many early Christians were martyred, leaving their families as widows and orphans.

7. The office of Deacon was created to look after the widows and their children. Acts 6:1- 6.

8. To qualify for the support of the church a widow would have to fulfil certain requirements. 1 Timothy 5:3-16.

a) had to be over sixty years of age

b) married only to one husband, and faithful to him as long as he lived  (if a woman had two husbands it was likely she would have others to support her)

c) she had to have supported good works in the church, and had to commit herself to praying daily for the church and its ministries. 

9. Paul advised the older widows to remain unmarried, so that they could devote themselves fully to the God's service.  1 Corinthians 7:8-9,32.

WORK

1. Since the Fall, man has had to work for a living by the sweat of his brow.  Genesis 3:17-19.

2. Our attitude to work ,as believers, should be an offering of praise to God. Romans 8:19-32, 1 Corinthians 10:31

3. Our attitude to work is witness to all.  Workers are told to follow some simple guidelines to open the door for witness in the work place - Titus 2:9,10.

a) "Be Obedient"  - The Greek verb hupotasso is the same one used for wives of their husbands, and involves responsiveness to the will of the other. The believer is to be the best worker in the situation and is to be known as the one who can be trusted to perform what is required.

b) "Not answering again" - Talking back, or "back chat" has always been a problem where authority is resented. Such resentment is to have no place in the Christian's life as they are to see every situation they find themselves in as one where they are called to show themselves servants of their master in heaven and live up to his standards and their high calling as ambassadors of Christ.

c) "Not purloining" - It was always a temptation for slaves to steal, as they had been "stolen" and the only way to get freedom was to buy it with money they saved. Paul's point here and elsewhere, was that freedom was not to be the goal, rather service for the Lord. Freedom was not to come at any price! The believer was to pay taxes and to recognize others wealth as the other person's property and not steal it, even if that other person was not "entitled to it".   Ephesians 4:28.

d) "Showing good fidelity" - The Christian worker was to show by all he or she did that they were trustworthy in all things.

e) "Adorn the doctrine of God" - Become a credit to the doctrine of God.  The English word for cosmetics comes from the word adorn.  It means to decorate or present in a good light.  As men will take a second look at a woman who is well made up with cosmetics so Paul wanted the masters to take a second look at slaves who served well and so hear what made them different from the rest, namely the gospel.   2 Corinthians 5:20.

These principles apply to all workers and managers in industry today.

4. Christian employers must be a just and fair. Ephesians 6:5-9, Colossians 3: 22-4:1, 1 Timothy 6:1-8.

5. All Christians who can should be working for their living.  If they are unable to work they will be able to do something for the Lord, and such service should be supported by the church.  1 Thessalonians 3:10-12

6. Even Paul who ministered nearly full time was a tent maker by day and a preacher and Bible teacher by night.  1 Corinthians 9:18, 1 Thessalonians 2:9-12, 4:11-12

7. Paying the pastor is legitimate, following the principle of the oxen treading out the grain; it ate whatever it needed to keep doing the job.  1 Corinthians 9:6-14, Galatians 6:6, Romans 15:27, Deuteronomy 25:4,  

1 Timothy 5:17, 18.

8. Everything we do is to be looked upon as service to the Lord.  Colossians 3:23.

Ecclesiastes 4:6.  Better a handful with quietness than both hands full, together with toil and grasping for the wind.

Compare this verse with Proverb 17:1:  (see also Proverbs 15:16,17 & 16:8).

“Better is a dry morsel with quietness, than a house full of feasting with strife.”

“Dry morsel” means very little, which is the exact opposite of feasting.  

“Quietness” means peace, which is the exact opposite of strife, or problems, or stress, or contentions.

This thinking can also be applied in a financial sense:

Prov 16:8.  Better is a little with righteousness, than vast revenues without justice.

Solomon knows how lazy people think.  They make the decision that they would rather go without than have more stress.

In the Book of Proverbs, wealth is often said to be a reward for being wise and virtuous, but not always.  The real treasure in life is RIGHTEOUSNESS.

APPLICATION:

Prov 15:16, 17:  Better is a little with the fear of the LORD, than great treasure with trouble.  Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a fattened calf with hatred.

Ecclesiastes  4:7  Then I returned, and I saw vanity under the sun:

This verse would have to go into the draw for one of the most pessimistic verses in the whole Bible!

Remember that Solomon accurately predicted the results of modern, western humanistic philosophy.  Pessimism is the logical outcome of a “there is no god” belief.  High suicide rates in the western world do not happen by accident.

KEY WORDS:

“Returned”:  This word in the Hebrew means to “turn back”, but not necessarily to go back to your starting point.

Solomon is saying "I turned from considering the words of this fool, and I saw another fool, the reverse of the former.''  And what the second fool was doing was also vanity, or utter futility, under the sun.  Thus he starts to describe this other fool in verse 8:

Ecclesiastes 4:8  There is one alone, without companion:  He has neither son nor brother.  Yet there is no end to all his labours, nor is his eye satisfied with riches.  But he never asks, “For whom do I toil and deprive myself of good?”
This also is vanity and a grave misfortune.

This verse is very similar to verse 1 where the oppressed have no comforter.  This time Solomon is assessing the man who has no companion or family.

“Neither son nor brother” means there is no family.  Why does Solomon restrict family to sons and brothers?  The answer is that he is talking about family inheritance.  

In Old Testament times inheritance was determined by “birthright”.  

The first born son got the special deal.  This special deal was that he received a double portion of the father’s possessions (Deut 20:15 –17).  The double portion was a mark of the father’s blessing.  Also, the firstborn had special privileges, respect and special duties to fulfil.  Why was the first born regarded as so important?

In Genesis 49:3 Jacob said; “Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might and the beginning of my strength.  The excellency of dignity and the excellency of power.”
But the father also had the power to forfeit the rights of his firstborn son.  See the next verse.

Gen 49:4.  Unstable as water, you shall not excel, because you went up to your father’s bed; then you defiled it – he went up to my couch.

Reuben tried to cement his claim by sleeping with his father’s concubine, (Gen 35:22) which was a huge act of disrespect.  So Jacob did the only honourable thing under such circumstances and stripped Reuben of his birthright.

Also, it was possible for the birthright to be mistakenly transferred like Isaac did, when as an old blind man, he blessed Jacob thinking he was Esau.  (Genesis 27:33).

Briefly the order of inheritance was as follows:

1. Sons

2. If there were no sons, then the daughters were next in line.  In this case the daughter had to marry within the tribe to ensure the property was kept in the family.

3. If there were no daughters, then to his brothers.

4. If no brothers, to his uncles on the father’s side, or to their next of kin.  (Num 27:8-11).  (Zondervan Pictorial  Encyclopedia of the Bible Vol 3, p277).

Like modern law, this is a fairly involved topic to study because the land of Canaan was inherited by the Hebrews from God.  

· Deut 21:15-17 is a good place to start if you want to do your own study.

It is interesting that our system of writing last wills and testaments originates from the Romans.

Solomon in verse 8 asks the logical question “why does the man who has no family work so hard for riches?”  

KEY WORD.

“satisfied”.  Means “to have enough to be full.”  

This type of person works, and works, and works to get more and more and more until they die.  The gains from all their work do not satisfy them.  Eventually they die and all their wealth is left for others to fight over.

Matthew Henry states:

“His eye is not satisfied with riches. Covetousness is called the lust of the eye (1Jo_2:16) because the beholding of it with his eyes is all that the worldling seems to covet,”
This is why the phrase “But he never asks,” is in italics because it is not in the original text.  Solomon has got his hands up in the air saying “has not this person stopped to ask themselves for whom are they working so hard for and depriving themselves of good in the meantime?”

Notice how Solomon asks the pertinent question “and deprive myself of good?”
Have you met people who work like Trojans, they are always looking out for the next great investment and have so much luxury, yet you never see them taking the time to enjoy all their wealth?  They just get more and more yet never seem to be happy.  

Matthew Henry:

“He denies himself the comfort of what he has: he bereaves his soul of good. If our souls are bereaved of good, it is we ourselves that do bereave them.”
In other words the emptiness these people experience, even though they work so hard and have so much, is self inflicted.

Solomon had already dealt with this aspect of his own life in chapter 2:18 –21.  The difference is that with 700 wives and 300 concubines he had lots of companions and family!  One can only ponder the number of children he had!  But he also had the intelligence to see the futility of it all.

Eccl 2:18.  Then I hated all my labour in which I had toiled under the sun, because I must leave it to the man who will come after me.  (A smart realization.)
Eccl 2:19.  And who knows whether he will be wise or a fool?  (A smart question!)
Yet he will rule over all my labour in which I toiled and in which I have shown myself wise under the sun.  This is also vanity. (A smart conclusion).

Eccl 2:20.  Therefore I turned my heart (mind or intellect) and despaired (totally gave up all hope of finding answers) of all the labour in which I had toiled under the sun.

Eccl 2:21.  For there is a man (meaning himself) whose labour is with wisdom, knowledge and skill; yet he must leave his heritage to a man who has not laboured for it.  This also is vanity and a great evil.

“great evil”:  This is evil in the sense of deception causing distress, not sinfulness.

The idea that a man can build up wealth through wise investments and skilful business decisions, only to leave it to someone else who never worked for it or doesn’t deserve it, is a huge disaster, and the biggest of all self deceptions!  It means that the great achievement is really empty.  How can you get lasting satisfaction and enjoyment from your labour knowing this?

So King Solomon’s conclusion in chapter 8 verse 4 is exactly the same as in verse chapter 2 verse 21: 

This also is vanity and a grave misfortune.

The KJV uses even stronger language in place of grave misfortune:

“it is a sore travail.”

Sore = very vain and wicked; "an evil business", as it may be rendered; a very great sin and folly indeed; it is the worst type of covetousness, most cruel and unnatural.

Travail = generally means employment, or specifically business affairs.

Solomon is stressing that this type of activity is not only futile, but also the most evil, wicked, activity because of the 10th commandment “thou shalt not covet”, which is a mental attitude sin.  

These people work continually to feed their own greed and selfishness.  Nothing else matters to them.  This type of person will use you, stomp on you and abuse you just to get what they want.  They don’t care if you get hurt or become physically, mentally or emotionally damaged for the rest of your life.

This is why Solomon uses such strong language.

The tenth commandment, “You shall not covet”, forced the Apostle Paul to admit that he too was a sinner.

Romans 7:7(b).  For I had not known covetousness unless the law had said “You shall not covet.”

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  HEIRSHIP

1. Believers are heirs of God and based on Sonship and union with Christ (Romans 8:17).

2. Heirship demands and guarantees eternal life (Titus 3:7).

3. The Christian's inheritance is:

a) In Christ (Ephesians 1:11

b) In light (Colossians 1:12)

c) Guaranteed by the Spirit (Ephesians 1:13,14)

d) In heaven (1 Peter 1:4)

e) Incorruptible (1 Peter 1:4)

f) Everlasting (1 Peter 1:4)

g) Pure (1 Peter 1:4)

h) For believers only (1 Peter 1:5)

i) Kept safe for us (1 Peter 1:5).

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON AND APPLICATION.

Solomon has stated two problems.  

Problem 1:

Eccl 4:4  Again I saw that for all toil and every skilful work a man is envied by his neighbour.  This also is vanity and grasping for the wind.

· The problem of competition motivated by envy, the “keeping up with the Jones’” mentality.

Problem 2:

Eccl 4:8  There is one alone, without companion:  He has neither son nor brother.  Yet there is no end to all his labours, nor is his eye satisfied with riches.  But he never asks, “For whom do I toil and deprive myself of good?”
This also is vanity and a grave misfortune.

· The problem of what is your purpose in life?  What inheritance will you leave?

What are the lessons that we can put into our lives right now from problems identified 3000 years ago?  (There is nothing new under the sun! Eccl 1:9,10)

Maybe the answer lies in the earthly life of Jesus Christ.  

WHAT IS THE ANSWER TO PROBLEM 1?

We all know that Christ was not motivated by envy, jealousy or the need to have what other people had materially.  

So, what was Christ’s motivation for his work and life?  Remember that in human terms, as King Solomon points out, the Lord Jesus had no family for the purpose of inheritance because He did not marry or have children.

Matthew 8:19, 20.

Matt 8:19.  Then a certain scribe came and said to Him, “Teacher, I will follow You wherever you go.”

Note that the scribe addressed Jesus as “teacher” and not “LORD”.  

· The scribe was a Jewish theologian, a religious unbeliever.

If the scribe did not recognize Jesus as Lord, why would he want to follow Him?

There were huge crowds following the Lord Jesus Christ and the scribe was probably quite impressed with all the publicity.  He was envious of Jesus’ attention and glory, and this envy drove him to be with Jesus.  He had seen Jesus’ miracles, and saw a money making business.

Jesus knew that the scribe was motivated by the things of the world and answers him in verse 20 accordingly:

Matt 8:20.  And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”

On the surface this seems a very strange reply.  Jesus was saying that if you follow me, you will live in poverty.  Are you prepared to do that?  Isn’t it strange that the Creator of the Universe had nowhere to live?  Instead, God the Son relied and trusted totally on God the Father’s provision of His needs to enable Him to complete His purpose!

Matthew Henry:

“Here is one that was too hasty in promising; and he was a certain scribe (Mat_8:19), a scholar, a learned man, one of those that studied and expounded the law; generally we find them in the gospels to be men of no good character; usually coupled with the Pharisees, as enemies to Christ and his doctrine.” 

From Matthew Vol 2 EBCWA p19:

“The Scribe, a Jewish theologian and an unbeliever, was probably impressed by the crowds and Jesus’ miracles.  The Scribe addresses the Lord as master which is the Greek word Didaskalos which could be translated teacher. He recognises the Lord as a religious leader of note but not as the Messiah. The Scribe says to Jesus “I will follow you”. This is in the future tense which shows that it is the logical thing to do. 

He does not believe that Jesus will leave this crowd for the uncertainties of the remote side of the Sea of Galilee and expects Him to stay. Jesus however understands where the Scribe is coming from and points out the life that He is leading in His ministry on earth.

Jesus points out to the Scribe that foxes and birds have homes either in the form of a burrow or nest but He has no reservations on the far side of the lake. This statement by our Lord stops the religious man in his tracks. To follow Jesus was going to interfere with his comfort.”  

I like Matthew Henry’s Commentary:

“He and his disciples lived upon the charity of well-disposed people, that ministered to him of their substance, (Luke_8:2). Christ submitted to this, not only that he might in all respects humble himself, and fulfil the scriptures, which spake of him as poor and needy, but that he might show us the vanity of worldly wealth, and teach us to look upon it with a holy contempt; that he might purchase better things for us, and so make us rich, (2Co_8:9).

It is strange that such a declaration should be made on this occasion. When a scribe offered to follow Christ, one would think he would have encouraged him, and said, Come, and I will take care of thee; one scribe might be capable of doing him more credit and service than twelve fishermen: but Christ saw his heart, and answered to the thoughts of that, and therein teaches us all how to come to Christ. 

First, The scribe's resolve seems to have been sudden; and Christ would have us, when we take upon us a profession of religion, to sit down and count the cost (Luke_14:28), to do it intelligently, and with consideration, and choose the way of godliness, not because we know no other, but because we know no better. It is no advantage to religion, to take men by surprise, ere they are aware. They that take up a profession in a pang, will throw it off again in a fret; let them, therefore, take time, and they will have done the sooner: let him that will follow Christ know the worst of it, and expect to lie hard, and fare hard. 

Secondly, His resolve seems to have been from a worldly, covetous principle. He saw what abundance of cures Christ wrought, and concluded that he had large fees, and would get an estate quickly, and therefore he would follow him in hopes of growing rich with him; but Christ rectifies his mistake, and tells him, he was so far from growing rich, that he had not a place to lay his head on; and that if he follow him, he cannot expect to fare better than he fared. Note, Christ will accept none for his followers that aim at worldly advantages in following him, or design to make any thing but heaven of their religion. We have reason to think that this scribe, hereupon, went away sorrowful, being disappointed in a bargain which he thought would turn to account; he is not for following Christ, unless he can get by him.”
DOCTRINES

ISRAEL - PHARISEES, SADDUCEES AND SCRIBES

1. Pharisees- Their name originates from the Aramaic name for "Separated".

a) Believed in immortality of the soul.

b) Resurrection.

c) Existence of Spirits.

d) Rewards and punishment in future life.

e) Wicked held in prison (Hell) forever.

f) Virtuous would ascend to live again. (Acts 23:8)

g) They saw religion as an outward way of life rather than inner change.

h) Worst persecutors of Jesus.

i) Jesus criticised them. (Matthew 23-13-29, Luke 11:42, 43)

j) Creators of tradition which they added to the Mosaic Law, specifically regarding the Sabbath.

2. Sadducees - A Jewish party opposed to the Pharisees.

a) Educated, and usually wealthy.

b) Denied the resurrection. (Matthew 22:23-33)

c) Denied the existence of angels and spirits. (Acts 23:8)

d) Did not believe in the supernatural.

e) Had membership in priesthood and Sanhedrin.

3. Scribes - Or writers.

a) They were public writers and drew up legal documents and copies of the scriptures. They studied and interpreted religions and civil laws.

b) They studied scriptures and were teachers.

c) Many belong to the Sanhedrin. (Matthew 16:21, 26:3)

d) Some believed in Jesus Christ. (Matthew 8:19)

e) Most were antagonistic to him. (Matthew 21:15)

f) They were associated with the persecution of Peter and John. (Acts 4:5)

g) They were involved with the martyrdom of Stephen. (Acts 6:12)

WHAT IS THE ANSWER TO PROBLEM 2?

· The problem of what is your purpose in life?  What inheritance will you leave?
The Lord Jesus knew his purpose:  The first example is from Luke 2:49:

And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about my Father’s business?”
Mary and Joseph have just spent a frantic and worried three days looking for their dear son.  The Passover Feast had just finished, so there would have been thousands of people everywhere.

(Note:  Jesus was in Jerusalem for the same feast 20 years later, to be crucified.  Then He was resurrected after 3 days – Joseph and Mary spent 3 days looking for Him.  Do you see the connection with His purpose?)

They finally found the boy Jesus in the temple engaged in theological discussions with the Rabbis.  

A very strange place and activity to find a boy in wouldn’t you say?  How many parents would expect to find their children in church of their own free will, and doing Bible study as well!!  

So Mary and Joseph, as loving, caring parents who suffered 3 days of worry, ask Jesus a reasonable question; “Why did you cause us so much stress and worry….didn’t you realize we would be looking all over the place for you thinking the worst….what do you think you were doing?”

Now look at Jesus’ reply:

Luke 2:49.  And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about my Father’s business?”
Remember that Jesus was only 12 yrs old.  From His reply it is obvious that He was not about Joseph’s business!

Now, as a stressed parent, what would your attitude be if your child said that to you?

(Happy to see your child, quickly followed by anger and frustration and wanting to throttle them all at the same time!)

How would you have responded to Jesus’ reply? 

Is it any wonder Joseph and Mary did not understand His reply in Luke 2:50?

“And they understood not the saying which He spake unto them.”kj

PRINCIPLE:  The Lord Jesus always worked according to God’s Will.  John 10:30 says:

“I and My Father are one.”

LESSON:  At 12 yrs of age, the Lord Jesus knew his reason for being, He knew God the Father’s will for His life.  He knew His purpose!  

Furthermore Jesus was doing the groundwork that would lead to the completion of His purpose 20 years later, in the same city, at the same festival!
John 19:30:  So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said “It is finished!”  And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.

What was Jesus Christ’s purpose?  (Bible Topic Book, Omnibus Edition, p50).

5. His purpose:

a) He came as God's perfect sacrifice for sin. (John 1:29)

b) He came to be lifted up. (John 3:13-15)

c) He came as the Bread of Life. (John 6:50-51)

d) He came as the Good Shepherd. (John 10:10-11)

e) He came to die for the people. (John 10:49-52)

f) His cross came before His crown. (John 12:23-24)

g) On the Cross righteousness and justice met, only then was God free to love man in Christ. (John 15:12-14)

DOCTRINES

CHRIST:  CRIES OF CHRIST FROM THE CROSS

1. There are seven phrases that our Lord uttered on the cross.

2. During the six hours between the crucifixion and our Lord's death, the following is the sequence of events that took place.

3. Christ having been scourged, the crucifixion party arrives at Golgotha, The Place of the Skull (Matthew 27:33).

4. A drink of red wine and a narcotic gall is offered to Jesus but he refuses because it would impair his free will (Matthew 27:34)

5. Jesus is crucified between two gangsters followed by the first cry from the cross, "Father, forgive them for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:32-34).

6. The first cry recorded of Jesus Christ on the cross was a prayer asking the Father to forgive those who had crucified Him. This was important because He was about to be judged for their sins.

7. The soldiers gamble for his clothes (Matthew 27:35,36,  Psalm 22:18).

8. Monies raised from the sale of the clothes would be spent on rough red wine. Traditionally, those crucified were naked.

9. The Jews mock Him (Matthew 27:39-43).  They tempt Him to come down from the cross. They say that they would believe if He did. (Psalm 22:7-8)

10. One of the gangsters trusted in Him (Luke 23:42)- It is of interest that all the gangster could do was believe. He was not baptised, he did not come from a church.

11. Principle: Faith in the work of Christ for one personally is the means of salvation.

12. The second cry:  "Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise. " (Luke 23:43)

13. Principle: The soul of Jesus went to Paradise, the body of Jesus went to the grave, the spirit went to the Father (Luke 23:46).

14. Paradise, or Abraham's Bosom, was a temporary holding place for OT saints in Sheol or Hades pending the cross becoming an historical fact. The unbelieving gangster, at death, would go to Torments, an area separated from Paradise by a great gulf fixed.

15. The two gangsters represent humanity in its two categories - believers and unbelievers (John 3:36).

16. The third cry: He said unto his mother "Woman, behold thy son. "  Then said He to the disciple, "Behold thy mother." (John 19, 26,27)

17. Jesus never called His mother 'Mother'.  He always called her 'Woman'.  He emphasised that she was the mother of the humanity of Jesus Christ, the seed of the woman (Genesis 3.:15) and not the mother of God.  By not using the word 'mother' He was seeing problems in the future involving Mary, the mother of God.

18. He also made provision for His mother complying with the fifth commandment "Honour thy father and mother." (Exodus 20:12) by saying to John, "Behold thy mother" ' John would appear to have lived to be 100 years old, which confirms the second portion of the fifth commandment "that thy days may be long".

19. At 12 noon darkness covered the earth (Matthew 27:45).

20. The fourth cry: "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?" (Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34).  "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" (cf. Psalm 22:1) Christ was forsaken. This cry showed that Jesus Christ was being judged for our sins (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24).  The Father and Spirit forsook Him because they can only judge sin.

21. The fifth cry:  "Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, 'I thirst' " (John 19:28).  His work on the cross now completed, He fulfilled the scripture of (Psalm 69:21) which was a drink of vinegar and gall.

22. Even in His greatest extremity, Jesus put the greatest of emphasis on the Word of God and fulfilled the total prophetic spectrum in the correct sequence. He had refused the drink previously

23. The sixth cry:  "When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar he said, 'It is finished ' " (John 19:30).  Christ's work on earth is completed.  He has been judged for the sins of the whole world. Salvation is complete.

24. Principle: You cannot add man's works to salvation.  It was completed in total in AD 32 at Golgotha.  The attitude of each individual to the sacrifice of Christ determines their eternal future.  Either they attempt by their own works to enter heaven (Isaiah 64:6; Ephesians 2:9; Titus 3:5) or by Christ's work through belief.

25. The seventh cry:  "Father, into thy bands I commit My spirit " (Luke 23:46).  It is of great significance that there is the change of vocative towards God here.  Christ is no longer bearing our sins.  He is back in an intimate relationship with His Father, rather than forsaken.  (See fourth cry, 12.)  Jesus Christ's timing is perfect as he dismissed His spirit to the Father at the very instant that was the Father's will.

26. Christ dies physically on the cross at 3.00 p.m. (Matthew 27:50), thus fulfilling the Mosaic Law that no person who is killed on wood should hang overnight. So Christ was buried before sunset on that day. (Matthew 5:17; Deuteronomy 21:22,23).

SUMMARY

The Lord Jesus’ purpose was to rebuild the bridge over the turbulent river of sin so that man could once again have a relationship with God, just like Adam did before the fall.
· DO YOU KNOW GOD’S WILL FOR YOUR LIFE?  

· DO YOU KNOW YOUR PURPOSE?

If yes, then do you structure your life to minimize distractions and obstacles so that you can work according to God’s will and fulfil your purpose?
How does the purpose of Jesus’ life relate to Solomon’s point concerning inheritance?

Ask yourself these questions.

· What inheritance are you leaving for others? (Proverbs 22:6.  Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.)

· If you are leaving a Christian inheritance then for whom are you really working?  (Answer is God).

· Are you depriving yourself of the Christian comfort available to you?  (That is the ministry of the Holy Spirit).

What is the inheritance of Lord Jesus Christ?

· He restored us back into fellowship with our real Father in Heaven.  

· He paid our sin debt.  

· He made our salvation possible.  

Did you know that there are 34 Gifts given at salvation?  (Bible Topic Book Omnibus p103.)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION

Listed below are the 34 things God provides for every believer at the point of salvation.

1. In the eternal plan of God. (Sharing the destiny of Christ)

a) Foreknown (Acts 2:23, Romans 8:29, 1 Peter 1:2)

b) Elect (Romans 8:33, Colossians 3:12, 1 Thessalonians 1:4, Titus 1:1

c) Predestined (Romans 8:29, 30, Ephesians 1:5, 11)

d) Chosen (Matthew 22:14, 1 Peter 2:4)

e) Called (1 Thessalonians 5:24)

2. Reconciled

a) By God (2 Corinthians 5:18, 19, Colossians 1:20)

b) To God. (Romans 5:10, 2 Corinthians 5:20, Ephesians 2:14-17)

3. Redeemed (Romans 3:24, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18)

4. Condemnation removed. (John 3:18, 5:24, Romans 8:1)

5. Under Grace instead of judgment; God is satisfied with the death of His Son. (Romans 3:24-26, 1 John 2:2)

6. All sins judged by the death of Christ. (Romans 4:25, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 2:24)

7. Dead to old life - alive to God.

a) Crucified with Christ. (Romans 6:6, Galatians 2:20)

b) Dead with Christ. (Romans 6:8, Colossians 3:3, 1 Peter 2:24)

c) Buried with him. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 2:12)

d) Raised with Christ. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 3:1)

8. Free from the law.

a) Dead. (Romans 7:4)

b) Delivered. (Romans 6:14, 7:6, 2 Corinthians 3:11, Galatians 3:25)

9. Regenerated. (John 13:10, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:5)

a) Born again. (John 3:7, 1 Peter 1:23)

b) Children of God. (Galatians 3:26)

c) Sons of God. (John 1:12, 2 Corinthians 6:18, 1 John 3:2)

d) A new creation. (2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15, Ephesians 2:10)

10. Adopted. (Romans 8:15, 8:23 (future) Ephesians 1:5)

11. Acceptable to God. (Ephesians 1:6, 1 Peter 2:5)

a) Made righteous (Romans 3:22, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9)

b) Sanctified positionally. (1 Corinthians 1:30, 6:11)

c) Perfected forever. (Hebrews 10:14)

d) Made meet (qualified) (Colossians 1:12)

12. Justified (declared righteous). (Romans 3:24, 5:1, 5:9, 8:30, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:7)

13. Forgiven all trespasses. (Ephesians 1:7, 4:32, Colossians 1:14, 2:13, 3:13)

14. Made nigh. (Heavenly citizenship based on reconciliation) (Luke 10:20, Ephesians 2:13, 19)

15. Delivered from the kingdom of Satan. (Colossians 1:13, 2:15)

16. Transferred into God's kingdom. (Colossians 1:13)

17. On a secure foundation. (1 Corinthians 3:11, 10:4, Ephesians 2:20)

18. A gift from God the Father to Christ. (John 10:29, 17:2, 6, 9, 11, 12, 24)

19. Delivered from the power of the sin nature. (Romans 2:29, Colossians 2:11)

20. Appointed priests unto God.

a) Holy priesthood. (1 Peter 2:5)

b) Royal priesthood. (1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:6)

21. Under the care of God as a chosen generation and a peculiar people. (Titus 2:14, 1 Peter 2:9)

22. Given access to God. (Romans 5:2, Ephesians 2:18, Hebrews 4:14, 16, 10:19, 20)

23. Within the "much more" care of God. (Romans 5:9, 10)

a) Objects of His love. (Ephesians 2:4, 5:2)

b) Objects of His grace.

i) For salvation. (Ephesians 2:8, 9)

ii) For keeping. (1 Peter 1:5)

iii) For service (John 17:18)

iv) For instruction (Titus 2:12)

c) Objects of His power. (Ephesians 1:19, Philippians 2:13)

d) Objects of His faithfulness.(Philippians 1:6, Hebrews 13:5,6)

e) Objects of His peace. (John 14:27)

f) Objects of His consolation. (2 Thessalonians 2:16)

g) Objects of His intercession. (Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:25)

24. God's inheritance (Possession). (Ephesians 1:18)

25. Beneficiaries of an inheritance as heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:17, Ephesians 1:14 Colossians 3:24, Hebrews 9:15, 1 Peter 1:4)

26. A new position. (Ephesians 2:6)

a) Partners with Christ in life. (Colossians 3:4)

b) Partners with Christ in service. (1 Corinthians 1:9)

c) Workers together with God. (1 Corinthians 3:9, 2 Corinthians 6:1)

d) Ministers of the New Testament. (2 Corinthians 3:6)

e) Ambassadors. (2 Corinthians 5:20)

f) Living epistles. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

g) Ministers of God. (2 Corinthians 6:4)

27. Recipients of eternal life. (John 3:15, 10:28, 20:31, 1 John 5:11, 12)

28. Members of the family and household of God. (Galatians 6:10, Ephesians 2:19)

29. Light in the Lord. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 Thessalonians 5:4)

30. United to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

a) In God. (1 Thessalonians 1:1) of "God in you" (Ephesians 4:6)

b) In Christ. (John 14:20 of "Christ in you" Colossians 1:27)

i) A member in His body. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

ii) A branch in the vine. (John 15:5)

iii) A stone in the building. (Ephesians 2:21, 22, 1 Peter 2:5)

iv) A sheep in the flock. (John 10:27-29)

v) A part of His bride. (Ephesians 5:25)

vi) A priest of the kingdom of priests. (1 Peter 2:9)

vii) A saint of the "new species". (2 Corinthians 5:17)

c) In the Spirit. (Romans 8:9) of "the Spirit in you"

31. Recipients of the ministries of the Holy Spirit.

a) Born of the Spirit. (John 3:6)

b) Baptized with the Spirit. (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13)

c) Indwelt by the Spirit. (John 7:39, Romans 5:5, 8:9, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19, Galatians 4:6, 1 John 3:24)

d) Sealed by the Spirit (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 4:30)

e) Given spiritual gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:11, 27-31, 13:1, 2)

32. Glorified. (Romans 8:30)

33. Complete in Him. (Colossians 2:10)

34. Possessors of every spiritual blessing provided in eternity past. (Ephesians 1:3)

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAMILY - RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXAMPLE

1. In Titus 1:5-6, we read of the importance of a holy and spiritually active family behind all who wish to lead in Christian work. The principle here is important; for the first area of witness for a man is his family, and if they are not right he can have no greater ministry. If a man cannot run his family properly then he cannot run the church. 1 Timothy 3:1-13.

2. The father must take the responsibility for setting the standard of godliness and love in the home. To fail at this point is to fall short of God’s standards that we see in Christ’s love for the church. Ephesians 5:21-29. 

3. The man must be worthy of the loving, respectful, and responsive love of his wife. When children see this sort of love they will learn about love, about God and about respect themselves. Ephesians 5:31, 1 Peter 3:1-12.

4. Children respond to consistency of discipline from loving, stable and respectful parents. Yelling and screaming, and other disgraceful behaviours only guarantee that the children will follow the parent in disgraceful behaviours. Proverbs 13:24, 23:14, Ephesians 6:1-4, Colossians 3:20-21. 

5. Sexual life between the husband and wife should be healthy, robust and regular, with no frustrations for either that might open the door to the enemy’s temptations. 1 Corinthians 7:1ff. [Refer study of Corinthians, and BTB topic Marriage]

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - MARRIAGE

1. Man and angels have personality but only men and animals have "nephesh" and experience physical death. Angels do not die because they are spirits.

2. Marriage requires both personality and life, therefore it is only applicable to man. There is no marriage in the angelic realm. (Matthew 22:30)

3. Definition:- the personal relationship between a male and female member of the human race which typifies the saving relationship between Christ and believers.

4. God's instruction - "Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish and the fowl and every living thing". This shows that man should subdue and have dominion over the animal kingdom. 

5. If God was a solitary personality there would be no divine example of relationships, however with the three personalities in the Godhead relationships are demonstrated. He is a personal God and we can therefore have a relationship with him.

6. Marriage typifies the relationship between Christ and the church. 

a) in the form of grace and faith (Ephesians 5:22), the word submit meaning to fall into line to the law of God which the carnal mind cannot do. (Romans 8:7; 10:3)

b) you submit yourself by an act of freewill. 

c) a family can strain marriage relationships if they are not submissive. (Romans 13:1,5)

7. Grace is typified by the male and faith by the female. If this pattern is not adhered to it results in misery and suffering.

8. Grace and the man. 

a) the man is in the role of an initiator. 

b) the man provides information to which the woman can respond but must not coerce her free will. 

c) the man has to show his character to the woman. 

d) the man has to be patient, a form of grace.

9. Faith and the woman. 

a) the woman is in the role of a responder. 

b) the woman makes the choice of her free will. 

c) she is the one who uses faith. 

d) the woman needs time to grow.

10. Glory revealed.

a) The glory of God is shown in the man in the form of a changed life through regeneration.

b) The glory of the man is shown in the woman by changes in the woman. 

11. Compatibility.

a) The important area of compatibility is that in the spiritual realm as one can be psychologically compatible with many people.

b) Spiritual compatibility is indicated by the phrase "one flesh" and is a picture of the union of Christ and the church.

12. Satan will attempt to blur the differences between man and woman and cause role reversals. The degree to which this occurs reflects the level of decadence in a society.

13. Legitimate reasons for the termination of marriage :- 

a) the death of one of the partners. 

b) the desertion of a believer by an unbelieving spouse where one of the two partners has become a Christian after marriage. (1 Corinthians 7:10-16)

c) inappropriate marriage partners such as close relations as specified in (Leviticus 18).

d) adultery or fornication as this causes the destruction of the one flesh principle by forming another one flesh. (Matthew 5:32; 19:9)

Maybe this is the type of inheritance we should be aiming for?  Do you want to pass this inheritance of eternal value to you children, family and friends? 

Parents:  Are you applying Proverbs 22:6?  Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.  (See also 2 Tim 3:15).

We learn in Romans 8:29:  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.

In your everyday life are you learning how to be conformed to Jesus Christ? 

Is the way you live and talk and think pointing people to Jesus Christ?

Are you studying your Bible so that you become more able to lead people to Christ and also to answer questions about Him?  

Why has God has preserved His Word? 

1. So that you can study and learn your purpose while taking up space on Earth, 

2. You can discover His Will for you, 

3. You learn how to pass on His inheritance of Salvation and eternal life in Heaven, and through it all 

4. You learn how to identify and rely on all His provisions and comforts through the good times and bad.

POINT:  Everybody, even unbelievers, knows the command “Love your neighbour as yourself”.  (Matthew 22:39).

But sadly the commands in 2 Tim 2:15; 3:15,16 & 4:2-5 are totally ignored by many Christians.

The best way to evangelise and pass on an eternal inheritance is to learn about Christ and imitate Him.  And the only way to do that successfully is to obey the command to study our Bibles.  This is one important way to show our love and obedience to God.

Are you able to say honestly to yourself what the boy Jesus said in Luke 2:49:

Luke 2:49.  And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about my Father’s business?”
The Apostle Paul lists the attributes of living a life according to God’s purpose in 2 Corinthians 6:4.

2 Cor 6:4.  But in all things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses, (5)  in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in sleeplessness, in fastings; (6).  by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love, (7)  by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, (8)  by honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true; (9)  as unknown and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as chastened, and yet not killed; (10)  as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.

DOCTRINE

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  IMITATE CHRIST

1. Imitation is the foundation of discipleship, the surest and quickest method of training - 1 Corinthians 4:16

2. The Corinthians could imitate Paul, for he was imitating Jesus Christ. In context the imitation has to do with self sacrifice for the cause of the ministry - 1 Corinthians 10; 23-33, 11:1

3. As the believer imitates Christ he reflects the character of the invisible God. Here the imitation relates specifically to God's love expressed in forgiveness - Ephesians 4:32, 5:1-2

4. Peter illustrates the fact that the minister of God's Word is to be an example to those he teaches - 1 Peter 5:2-3

5. To become an example you first must be an imitator. - 1 Thessalonians 1:6-7

6. Imitation is the primary teaching method of Jesus Christ - 1 Peter 2:21

7. The call of "follow me" was used by ancient rabbis to call their disciples to a life of learning by imitation - Matthew 4:19, John 21:19,22

8. The principle of imitation is conformity. - Matthew 10:24-25; Luke 6:40

9. This principle was fulfilled when the training of the disciples was finally completed. - Acts 4:13

10. The quest of the pastor teacher must be to imitate Christ and to be imitated in the faith. - Hebrews 13:7

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 4:9-12

Eccl 4:9.  Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their labour.

Eccl 4:10.  For if they fall, one will lift up his companion.  But woe to him who is alone when he falls, for he has no one to help him up.

Eccl 4:11.  Again, if two lie down together, they will keep warm; but how can one be warm alone?

Eccl 4:12.  Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him.  And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

Whereas in verse 8 Solomon was reporting on the futility of working when one has no friends or family to share or enjoy his wealth with, now in verses 9 -12 he examines friendship.

THE VALUE OF FRIENDSHIP.

Friendship is a big part of most people’s lives.  Friendship is something that we become aware of from early childhood.  

We determine our future and what sort of people we become according to the quality of friends that we choose.

So what is friendship?  How do we know if someone is a true friend?  How do I know if I am a true friend to someone else?  

· If someone asked for your definition of a true friend, how would you answer?

Maybe you would use some of the following words:

· Accepting of faults.

· Comforting.

· Loyal.

· Faithful.

· Forgiving.

· Fun.

· Honest.

· Trustworthy, they don’t gossip.

· Reliable.

· Helpful.  When I’m down and out, they will take me in.

· A true friend will protect me or stand up for me.

Lets compare our answer to what King Solomon says about friendship.  Remember that Solomon is representing human viewpoint.  These 4 verses are 4 benefits of why friendship is better than solitary effort.

FIRST BENEFIT
Ecclesiastes  4:9.  Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their labour.

Key Word:

Reward:  The Hebrew use refers to payment, a salary.  It is a monetary benefit.  

These are selfish reasons for having a friend.  You can get more things teaming up with someone else.  In other words two heads are better than one.

SECOND BENEFIT
Ecclesiastes 4:10.  For if they fall, one will lift up his companion.  But woe to him who is alone when he falls, for he has no one to help him up.

This is something that perhaps we have all experienced at some time.  If there is an accident at home or at work it’s terrific to have someone help you get out of trouble.

This is why it is good advice to take someone with you when you go hiking or swimming.

Example: 

Early Australian Explorer and devout Christian:  Edward John Eyre (1815 – 1901). 

Eyre was the first man to cross Australia east to west from Adelaide to Albany via the unknown Nullabor Plain.  

In 1840 Eyre was leading an expedition traveling west across the Eyre Peninsular.  His original party of ten men, 13 horses, 40 sheep and 3 months of supplies was reduced to just himself and a faithful Aboriginal companion.  

At one stage of their journey, they had gone 7 days with no water before finding a native waterhole.  In June 1841 the two friends staggered, near to death, into Thistle Cove near Albany, where they were amazed to find a French whaler ship called the Mississipi anchored in the harbour.  The two men lit a fire and were able to attract the attention of the ship.

If they were on their own it would be highly unlikely that they would have survived.  Eyre regarded that God brought him and his Aboriginal friend together to enable their survival.  His Aboriginal friend showed him how to break off the roots of gum trees and suck them to relieve their thirst.  They killed kangaroos and ate their sick and dying horses to survive.  

I’m sure Eyre provided protection and support to his Aboriginal friend once in the company of white men who might otherwise have regarded an Aboriginal with hostility or suspicion.

Later aboard the ship Eyre wrote in his journal:

“Sincerely grateful to the Almighty for having guided us through so many difficulties, and for the inexpressible relief afforded to us when we were much needed, but so little expected.  I felt doubly thankful for the mercy we experienced, when as I lay awake, I heard the wind roar and the rain drive with unusual wildness, and I reflected that by God’s blessing, we were now in safety, and under shelter from the violence of the storm, and the inclemency of the wet season, which appeared to be settling in, but which, under the circumstances we were in but a few short hours ago, we should have been so little able to cope with or to endure…” (Discovering Australia’s Christian Heritage, Col Stringer, page 63).

In other words, the storm would have finished them off.

This is a benefit of friendship that Solomon was talking about in verse 10.

THIRD BENEFIT
Ecclesiastes  4:11.  Again, if two lie down together, they will keep warm; but how can one be warm alone?

It could be that Solomon was reminiscing about the care that his father received when he was dying as recorded 1 Kings 1:1-4.

1 Kings 1:1.  Now King David was old, advanced in years; and they put covers on him, but he could not get warm.

King David was about 70 years old.  His body was paying the price for all the soldiering and fighting done in his youth.  He could not get warm, even with coverings and clothes because there was no body heat in him.  

So what did his servants do?

1 Kings 1:2.  Therefore his servants said to him, “Let a young woman, a virgin, be sought for our lord the king, and let her stand before the king, and let her care for him; and let her lie in your bosom, that the lord the king may be warm.”

Why a virgin?  Why not any young beautiful woman?

The woman had to be a virgin to marry King David and to care for him around the clock.  This was also acceptable because Jewish law permitted polygamy.  

Key Words:

and let her stand before the king:  This phrase means to help, serve and nurse him. 

let her care for him; and let her lie in your bosom, that the lord the king may be warm.  

This was an accepted and successful medical treatment for an illness like King David’s.  In fact, the 2nd century Greek medical doctor Galen noted and used this treatment with his patients.  Josephus, the Jewish historian, also noted this method of treatment.

The young lady would lie next to King David and hug him in order to keep him warm.  

Who was the young lady/wife?

1 Kings 1:3.  So they sought for a lovely young woman throughout all the territory of Israel and found Abishag the Shunanmmite, and brought her to the king.

What was a Shunanmmite?

This was a native of the city Shunem, in the tribe of Issachar, (Joshua 19:18); and located west of the southern tip of the Sea of Galilee.

However, if you thought something immoral happened, then read the next verse.

1 Kings 1:4.  The young woman was very lovely; and she cared for the king, and served him; but the king did not know her.

The phrase “did not know her” is a polite way of saying they did not have a sexual relationship.

DOCTRINE

DAVID - NOBILITY

1. SCRIPTURE - 1 Chronicles 11-29; 1 Samuel 16 - 1 Kings 2:12

2. BIOGRAPHY

David was born in the 10th Century BC into the tribe of Judah. He was the youngest of eight brothers (1 Samuel 17:12). His father was Jesse. Unlike his brothers, David was a shepherd, in which capacity he learnt courage which he later used in battle (1 Samuel 17:34,35). He also learnt tenderness and care for his flocks, a side of David which was reflected in his writings of God (eg Psalm 23). Like Joseph before him, his many talents were a cause of jealousy for his brothers (1 Samuel 17:28). When Saul was rejected, Samuel, guided by God, anointed David at Bethlehem (1 Samuel 16:1-13). God selected David to minister to Saul (1 Samuel 16:17-21), which he did, utilising his musical skills. David in his famous contest with Goliath showed himself as a courageous believer. Saul's attitude continued to decline. He became jealous of David, which resulted in David's flight from the King (1 Samuel 22:6-19). Eventually Saul was killed in the battle of Gilboa in 1056 BC. David mourned his passing (2 Samuel 1:17-27). At 30 years of age (2 Samuel 5:4) David began his reign of 40 years in Hebron as King of Judah. Seven years later he became King of the whole of Israel, reigning from Jerusalem (2 Samuel 5:5), which he captured from the Jebusites. David's life, however, was not without sin and anguish. His scheming in conjunction with his taking of Bathsheba and consequent loss of his children is well known. He is nevertheless held up as the prime example of a man after God's heart and the great King from whom the King of Kings was to descend. David died aged 70 and was buried at Jerusalem (1 Kings 2:10,11).

3. EVALUATION

a) David was not highly regarded by his father (1 Samuel 16:11).

b) Samuel however was able to discern that the youngest son of Jesse was the chosen one of Israel (1 Samuel 16:12,13).

c) He was able to assist Saul in times of stress with his skillful playing of the harp (1 Samuel 16:23).

d) While acting as a shepherd he had killed both a lion and a bear (1 Samuel 17:34-37).

e) He uses this experience when he faces Goliath of Gath, the Philistine champion (1 Samuel 17:39-51).

f) He selects five smooth stones as there were five giants in the Philistine army, comprising Goliath, Goliath's brother (2 Samuel 21:19), Ishbi-benob (2 Samuel 21:16), Saph (2 Samuel 21:18), and six fingers and six toes (2 Samuel 21:20).

g) In his flight from Saul, David has opportunities to ascend the throne by killing Saul, but does not (1 Samuel 24:4-7; 26:7-12).

h) David showed compassion to Mephibosheth, the crippled descendant of Saul (2 Samuel 9).

i) David's desire for Bathsheba causes him to cause the murder of one of his greatest warriors Uriah (2 Samuel 11).

j) David confessed his sin asking that the Holy Spirit be not taken from him (Psalm 51:11).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) God uses people who may not be of great importance in the world's view (1 Corinthians 1:26-28).

b) Spiritual values are spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians 2:14).

c) Music has therapeutic values for some types of disorders.

d) Previous experience and skills can be utilised by God in His service (Acts 22:3).

e) With God nothing is impossible (Luke 1:37).

f) The Christian soldier must be adequately prepared for all eventualities (the five stones).

g) Violent revolution and coup d'etats never achieve anything as the new regime is almost always worse than that overthrown (Judges 9).

h) The timing for change is in the hand of the Lord. Whether one is promoted or not is dependent on God's plan for your life (Psalm 113:7,8).

i) True nobility is showing generosity and compassion to your enemies (Matthew 5:44).

GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - MARRIAGE - POLYGAMY

1. Polygamy was never authorized by the Word of God (Leviticus 18:18; Deuteronomy 17:17).

a) Polygamy is never the will of God.

b) Only man in apostasy or humanism condones polygamy.

2. Polygamy is related to apostasy.

a) Found in the time of Lamech because of apostasy (Genesis 4:19).

b) Jacob's polygamy (Genesis 29) set a precedent for the Jews but was not approved by God.

3. Polygamy violates the doctrine of marriage.

a) By an act of free will, a man can destroy his wife.

b) Man is not designed for an intimate relationship with more than one woman.

4. Polygamy is a form of self -induced misery and unhappiness for man.

5. Monogamy is God's order (Genesis 2:24).

6. Many great believers had one wife, therefore they understood the principle of monogamy e.g. Noah, Joseph, Joshua, Samuel.

7. Trouble related to polygamy.

a) Concentration of jealousy of wives under one roof illustrated by Jacob's wives (Genesis 29, 30), and Elkanah's wives (1 Samuel 1:6ff.).

b) Gideon's polygamy compounded the problems in the children and the discipline carried to the second generation (Judges 8:30 - 9:5).

c) David's polygamy compounded the problems in the children, and the discipline carried to the second generation (1Chronicles 3:1-9).

FOURTH BENEFIT
Ecclesiastes 4:12.  Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him.  And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.
This is another value of friendship.  There is safety in numbers.  If you are with a group of friends, you are less likely to be attacked.  
APPLICATION.  
Satan attacks the single and weak Christian, just like he did with Eve.  The Bible warns that Satan prowls like a roaring lion.  

1 Peter 5:8.  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

Wild lions will stalk a pack of animals and lie in wait, searching for the slowest and weakest animal.  

Someone = singular.

This is why Christian fellowship is so important.  Fellowship bolsters our faith, encourages us and offers greater protection through the prayer of many saints.

The Christian who drifts away becomes a much easier and more vulnerable target for Satanic influence.

“A threefold cord is not easily broken.”  In fact, three strands twisted together, are more than three times stronger than three separate strands.

DOCTRINES

ANGELS – SATAN’S STRATEGY AND TACTICS

STRATEGY

Whilst God is trying to call out personnel for the angelic council Satan is trying to confuse and blind minds as to what God’s plan is. He does this by deceit. He tries to keep the gospel from the unbeliever and to keep doctrine from the believer so that they will not grow.

His other strategy is to try and eliminate Israel by pogroms and anti-Semitism. It is said that Christ will gather the Jews not Zionism as is happening at the moment. If he could destroy all the Jews which he cannot he will destroy the Plan of God.

TACTICS

These are the techniques used by Satan to try and achieve his strategy. His main tactic is implied in John 8:44 where he is seen as the father of lies. There is no truth in Satan. He is a liar and has been from the beginning. The only truth is Christ the Word. Any one who deliberately distorts the truth is working for Satan. Rejection of Christianity is a rejection of the truth. By application all religions are therefore false.

Christians as a whole have failed to move out into all the areas of life and therefore have not claimed leadership in these areas and they have been forfeited to the unbeliever. Such areas as literature, history, philosophy, music, science and the like. 

The Christian should be a conqueror ideologically and not militarily. During this time Satan tries to cause conflicts such as creation versus evolution, relativism versus absolute values, internationalism versus nationalism. In the international area he causes war and strife.

Satan tries to confuse the believer. In Romans 6:6-11 the Bible says that the sin nature shall not have dominion over you. We are told to resist the devil and he will flee from you. Sometimes when we resist it does not work because the temptation is from your sin nature. You need to apply relevant Scriptures to your situation.

Satan will try and mislead you in the area of divine guidance. Satan can set up situations that will lead you out of the geographical will of God which can even extend to martyrdom. You need to do things in the Lord’s timing. Satan also perverts Scripture as seen in Luke 4:11 with the temptation of the Lord Jesus Christ where he misquotes Psalm 91:10,11

When people wrote the Scriptures they did not sit around with a blank mind. They used their minds and were led by the Holy Spirit as to what to write. When they had visions or dreams their minds were not turned off. When confronted by the Lord Jesus Christ Paul spoke to Him, He used his mentality.

In 2 Corinthians 11 ministers can act as messengers from Satan. Part of the Satanic attack is to get people to look inwardly rather than at their position at the right hand of the Father. With the case of suffering and sickness its source is sometimes difficult to determine as it can be the purpose of God or it can be an attack of Satan. This is hard to discern. 

Often the more spectacular manifestations is the method used to distract one from more important things such as studying and applying the Word.

With regards to the Word we have the teaching of false doctrine such as saying that Christ did not actually die on the Cross, that He was not truly human nor divine.

In relation to the gospel we have the picture in the parable of the Sower and the Seed of the bird coming down and taking away the seed that is sown. In regard to worship he will mock God through senseless words. Matthew 16 tells of Christ commanding Peter to get behind him as Peter is enthusiastic but has wrong concepts which Jesus saw as Satanic in origin as they did not conform to the Word of God. In Acts 5 Satan filled the heart of Ananias and Sapphira. He works in the children of disobedience.

Later on we will look at the strategies and tactics of the church. Spiritism and Occultism is something that the Christian should not dabble in. In Deuteronomy 18:9 the Jews were told not to seek guidance from spiritism or occultism. The main attacks on the church nowadays is not through cults but through spiritism and eastern religions and drugs. This is an attempt to break down the mentality of the soul. By these means you are opening the person up to demonic forces.

SUMMARY

These verses are Solomon’s reasons why friendship is better than solitude from man’s point of view.

Most people would agree with Solomon’s ideas of friendship because in human terms they make sense.

But how does our idea of friendship compare with God’s?

ABRAHAM – THE FRIEND OF GOD.

Why was Abraham given this unique title?  Why did God call him His friend? (2 Chronicles 20:7 and James 2:23).

A quick survey of Abraham’s life reveals the following points:

· He was born in Ur of the Chaldees (Southern Iraq probably in the general vicinity of the modern city of Nasiriyah) around 2030 BC.

· He came from a family of idol worshippers. (Joshua 24:2 & 14).

· God commanded Abraham to leave the security and familiarity of his home for a new promised land.  If anyone has left family, friends and country they would understand how Abraham must have felt.  This is a big step of faith in itself!

· En route to the promised land Abram stayed in Haran (meaning the dried up place) until his father Terah died.  Abram was 75 years old when he left Haran (Gen 12:4).

· The first thing he did when he arrived in Canaan was to build an altar to the Lord God.  As he was in a hostile land occupied by the Canaanites, this was an act of a man walking by faith.  (Genesis 12:8).

· He showed his faith and trust for God to provide when he gave Lot first choice of grazing land. (Gen 12:8,9).

· Abraham used his faith to fight worry and doubt when God told him that his descendents shall be as numerous as the stars.  He was an old man and his wife Sarai was barren, yet he believed God and God accounted it to him for righteousness.  This proves that Abraham was saved by faith! (Genesis 15:1-6).

· He relied on God to protect him and give him victory when he pursued King Chedorlaomer and three other kings to rescue Lot, even though he was an old man with only 318 armed men. (Gen 14).

· God spoke with Abraham when He visited with two angels to foretell the birth of Isaac.  Abraham’s response was of pure hospitality and obedience.  Although he initially offered them water to wash their feet and a morsel of bread, he actually ran and provided a 5 star meal for them! Sarah cooked a huge supply of fresh cakes and Abraham organized for a tender, good calf (the best in his flock) to be cooked as well.  (Gen 18:1-9).

· Abraham spoke directly to the Lord when he interceded for Sodom.  (Genesis 18:16-33).

· Nobody else in the Old Testament had more personal visits from God than Abraham – five in all.

FINALLY:

Abraham showed his fantastic faith when he obeyed God’s command to sacrifice his only son, his promised son, his miraculous son Isaac.  You can feel the closeness and love that Abraham had for Isaac, and also the love and respect that Isaac had for his old father.

I try to put myself in Abraham’s place and I have to admit I could not do it.  I could not have even picked up the knife.  I would not be able to compose myself.  Instead I would be a bumbling, tearful wreck of a man asking God why, why, why???  I would fail God’s ultimate test of faith and obedience miserably!

· What would you have done in Abraham’s place?

So consider this question:

· Why would God ask Abraham to kill his only son who was part of God’s plan to fulfill the covenant?  Does this not seem strange and contradictory?

The answer is amazing:

· Abraham had faith that God would provide a sacrifice even to the point of getting ready to plunge the knife into Isaac.

· He had faith that even if he did kill Isaac, God was able to raise him up again!  This is even more remarkable when you realize that at this point of time in world history there was no recorded case of resurrection.  And add to this Abraham’s faithful statement in verse 5 to his traveling party “stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we (not I) will come back to you.”

THIS ASTOUNDING FAITH TOTALLY SHAMES US HERE IN THE 21ST CENTURY, DESPITE OUR KNOWLEDGE, TECHNOLOGY AND PRIDE.

Of course we all know that this is a powerful and emotional picture of what God the Father was going to do with His own innocent, obedient Son at the same place 2000 years later!

When Isaac asked Abraham “where is the lamb?” Abraham’s reply of “God will provide for Himself the lamb” was a promise that was ultimately fulfilled by the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross.  (W MacDonald, Believers Bible Commentary, page 59).

· This is the climax of events in Abraham’s life where God called him His friend.  No other human father had the faith and obedience to do this!  I could not.  Abraham is THE unique human father in the whole of human history.  This was God’s test of complete and utter faith and obedience….and Abraham passed with flying colours!

This testimony is confirmed in the New Testament:

James 2:23

And the Scripture was fulfilled which says “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.  And he was called the friend of God.”

This verse sums up the great principle of justification by faith. 

What do we do to strengthen our faith?  God initially deposits our belief into our eternal bank account, and righteous works become the interest payments made into our eternal life bank account.

Matthew Henry:

“Abraham is not only approved, but applauded.  He obtains an honourable testimony that he is righteous as in Genesis 22:12.”

And He (meaning the angel of the Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ) said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the lad and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me,

Notice the phrase “Now know I that you fear God”.  If God already foreknew the result of the test why would He ask Abraham to do it?

· Because it allowed Abraham to provide memorable and powerful evidence of his faith, obedience, love, trust and reverence for God.  

· It was done for our benefit because we, of lesser faith, need such powerful and tangible evidence in order to believe in something and draw inspiration from it and;

· We are more able to understand God’s love for us when He sacrificed His only Son on the cross for our sins.  

Matthew Henry shows two applications:

1. When God, by his providence, hinders the performance of our sincere intentions in his services, he graciously accepts the will for the deed, and the honest endeavour, though it come short of finishing.  In other words, God honours and values our motivation to obey Him.

2.
The best evidence of our fearing (hold in deep reverence and awe) God is our willingness to serve and honour him with that which is dearest to us, and being prepared to give everything up for him.

Now we can appreciate why this special and unique title was bestowed to Abraham…he proved that he was God’s friend.

DOCTRINES

ABRAHAM - FAITH

1. SCRIPTURE  Genesis 11:26 - 25:10; Acts 7:2-8.

2. BIOGRAPHY

A descendant of Shem and son of Terah, who was born in Ur of the Chaldees about 2030 BC. Known as Abram (father of high and windy places) he was renamed Abraham (father of many nations) (Genesis 17:5) prior to the birth of Isaac. Known as a friend of God (2 Chronicles 20:7) he left Ur at the command of God (Genesis 12:1). He was told to leave his kindred, but he took with him his father Terah and his nephew Lot. He settled for a while in Haran (the dried up place) until his father died (Genesis 11:32). Entering the promised land he graciously allowed his nephew Lot to have the choicest grazing land for his cattle (Genesis 13:8-11) and was instrumental in releasing Lot from the spoils of the kings who attacked Sodom (Genesis 14). Abraham's faith was tested by worry in Genesis 15 and he took his future into his own hands with the birth of Ishmael through Hagar the maidservant (Genesis 16). After both Abraham and Sarah were past the age of child-bearing, Abraham was told he would have a son Isaac (laughter) (Genesis 18:10-15). Isaac was born (Genesis 21:2) and grew up to his adolescence. Abraham was told to sacrifice his miracle child Isaac (Genesis 22:2). Isaac bore the wood up Mt Moriah and was about to be killed when Abraham's faith was confirmed by the provision of the ram in a thicket (Genesis 22:10-13). Abraham died at the age of 175 (Genesis 25:7) and was buried in Mamre (Genesis 25:9).

3. EVALUATION

Abraham's faith is seen in many areas of his life:

a) He left the security of Ur of the Chaldees (Genesis 11:32).

b) He went to a new land (Genesis 12:1-3).

c) His first act was to build an altar (Genesis 12:8).

d) He trusted God for provision (Genesis 13:8,9,18).

e) Abraham pursued Lot and rescued him even though he had only 318 men under arms (Genesis 14:14).

f) Abraham used faith to resist fear and doubt (Genesis 15:5-6).

g) He had faith that provision would be made for Isaac (Genesis 22:8).

h) He recognised that God had provided (Jehovah Jireh) (Genesis 22:14).

i) He had faith that a bride would be miraculously provided for Isaac from his own people (Genesis 24:3,4).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) The whole process of the Christian life starts and depends on faith (Romans 3:28).

b) It takes faith to become a missionary (Genesis 12:4; Hebrews 11:8).

c) Abraham's faith caused him to put God first (Genesis 12:8; Hebrews 11:10).

d) Faith in God is reflected in a gracious attitude (Galatians 5:23).

e) Faith provides courage in time of danger, especially in relation to war (Psalm 18:39).

f) Knowledge of the Scriptures, doctrines and the principles applied by faith are a cure for worry (Genesis 15:6; Psalm 43:5).

g) Even in hopeless situations, God provides. Faith seeks and causes comfort in those who are in great difficulty (Psalm 18:6).

h) Faith looks to God as the great provider for His children (Matthew 6:26).

i) Faith is the only acceptable form of relationship between man and God as it is the only form of perception which has no human merit (Romans 3:27).

j) Faith gives confidence in one's future and the future of one's family (Deuteronomy 5:10).

k) With faith everything is possible (Matthew 17:20).

ABRAHAM IN CANAAN:  A PICTURE OF FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD

Scripture (Genesis 12:6-10) "And Abram passed through the land into the place of Sichem into plain of Moreb. And the Canaanite was then in the land. And the Lord appeared unto Abram a said.- 'Unto thy seed will I give this land and there builded be an altar unto the Lord who appeared unto him. And be removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent having Bethel on his west and Hai on the east and there he builded an altar unto the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord. And Abram journeyed going on still toward the south and there was a famine in the land.

What does He have in Canaan?

1. He went to Sichem - "shoulder or power" (Genesis 12:6)

Principle: In fellowship a believer has power (of the Holy Spirit) (Philippians 4:13).

2. He went to Moreh - "instruction or teaching " Genesis 12:6

Principle: You only take in the Word of God when in fellowship

3. The Caananite was in the land. (Genesis 12:6)

This represents both opposition from unbelievers and opportunity to witness to those around you.

4. Principle: You should only witness when in fellowship.

Unto thy seed will I give this land. (Genesis 12:7)

5. This is a promise to Abraham.

Principle: You can claim the promises of God in fellowship.

6. "And there builded be an altar unto the Lord" (Genesis 12:7)

This represents relationship with Jesus Christ.

Principle: In fellowship we have close relationship with Jesus Christ and keep our eyes on Him. (Heb. 12:2)

7. "and pitched his tent" (Genesis 12:8)

This represents total reliance on the Lord - he will receive a city in eternity, living in a tent showed that Abram believed God.

Principle: As believers we are protected by Jesus Christ.  We are to look to eternity, not to this temporal world. (1 Peter 1:3-5)

8. "Bethel" (house of God) (Genesis 12:8)

Abraham's tent was at the house of God.

Principle: When we are in fellowship we dwell with the Lord (worship).

9. "Ai" - heap of ruin (Genesis 12:8)

This is equivalent to the old sin nature.

Principle: Even as Christians we still retain our fallen nature, although it is in a frustrated state.  The old sin nature is the source of all sin. There are three sources of temptation - the world, the flesh, and the devil, but the old sin nature combined with free will turns temptation into sin.

10. A famine in the land (Genesis 12:10)

This represents testing.

Principle: When you are in fellowship you will receive testing in order for you to rely upon God.

When we have the victory of being in fellowship that victory will be tested.  With the exception of Ai all the other items are encouragement to stay in fellowship.

ISAAC – TYPE OF CHRIST

1. SCRIPTURE - Genesis 17:19 - 35:29.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Isaac, whose name means Laughter, was the son of Abraham and Sarah. He was the long awaited child who had been promised to Abraham and is in the direct line of Jesus Christ. Abraham at 100 was sexually dead thus the birth of Isaac at Gerar (about 1900 BC was miraculous. Isaac when a teenager was directed to be sacrificed by his father but was spared by the divine provision of a ram in a thicket. When he was 40 years old he married Rebekah who had been sought out by his father's unnamed servant. The arranged marriage worked well with Isaac and Rebekah proving to be a loving couple (Genesis 26:8). Although there had been difficulties between Isaac and his step-brother Ishmael, the father of the Arabs, they cooperated in the burial of Abraham (Genesis 25:9). Isaac was 60 when the twins Jacob and Esau were born. He prospered being blessed with cattle and became very wealthy. His household increased so much that he became the envy of the land. Unlike his nomadic father, Isaac dwelt at Gerar and Beersheba. Isaac eventually died at the age of 180 having lived the longest of the three great patriarchs, being buried by his sons Esau and Jacob (Genesis 35:29).

3. EVALUATION

a) Isaac is the promised seed (Genesis 17:16).

b) Isaac's birth was a miracle as it was physically impossible for him to be conceived (Genesis 17:17-19).

c) Abraham is instructed to sacrifice his son (Genesis 22:1,2). The sacrifice is on Mount Moriah.

d) Isaac was obedient to his father unto death (Genesis 22:5-12).

e) A ram is substituted for Isaac (Genesis 22:13).

f) After the obedience of Isaac his mother Sarah dies (Genesis 23:1).

g) Abraham sends his oldest servant to select a bride for his son (Genesis 24). The bride responds to the servant even though she is in a foreign country.

h) Rebekah before marrying Isaac acquires silver and gold (Genesis 24:53).

i) Isaac went out and brought Rebekah into his mother's tent (Genesis 24:63-67).

j) After the marriage Abraham takes another bride (Genesis 25:1).

k) Abraham gives all things to Isaac (Genesis 25:5).

l) God's covenant confirmed with Isaac (Genesis 26:3-5).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Jesus Christ is the promised seed (Galatians 3:16).

b) Jesus Christ's birth was miraculous, being conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin (Matthew 1:18-25).

c) God spared not His only Son (John 3:16; Romans 8:32). Jesus died on Mt Moriah.

d) Jesus was obedient unto death (Philippians 2:5-8).

e) Christ's death was substitutionary for us (2 Corinthians 5:21).

f) After the death of Christ, Israel was set aside. After the incident of the ram, Sarah died.

g) The Holy Spirit is sent out into the world to seek out the Church. The Church responds even though she is in the devil's world (Ephesians 6:12).

h) Before the marriage with Christ the bridegroom, the Church acquires gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).

i) Christ meets the Church in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18), and takes her to His Father's house (John 14:1-3).

j) After this marriage, the rapture, another period starts where Israel is used by God (Daniel 12:1).

k) God has given all things to Christ (Ephesians 1:22; Hebrews 1:2).

l) Jesus Christ's spiritual children are the children of promise (Romans 9:8).

WHAT DID THE LORD JESUS CHRIST TEACH ABOUT FRIENDSHIP?

Bible References:  James 4:4; John 15:14; Luke 11:5 - 8; Matthew 26:50; Mat 22:12; Mat 20:13.

WORD STUDY.

Friend:  In the Greek of the New Testament there are three words for friend.

1. Philos (5384).  Loved, dear, close

2. Hetairos (2083).  Comrade, companion.  Used as a kind address to a stranger.

3. Peitho (3982).  To win over by persuasion, even by the use of bribes as in Acts 12:20.

(Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible).

Friendship: One word.

· Philia (5373).  Involves the idea of loving as well as being loved as in James 4:4, regarding friendship with the world:

James 4:4.  Adulterers and adulteresses!  Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?  Whoever wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

In this verse “friendship” is the word “philia” as noted above.

“World” is the Greek word “Kosmos” that refers to the world system.  It is the economics, political, religious, arts, science, technology etc.  

One of my favorite commentators, William MacDonald, explains the world as follows: 

“The system which man has built up for himself in an effort to satisfy the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh and the pride of life.  In this system there is no room for God or His Son.  It may be the world of art, culture, education, science or even religion.”  (Believers Bible Commentary, page 2236.)

So now we can see that a true believer, will not choose to be a dear and affectionate friend of the world system because they do not want to be an enemy of God.

· Remember it was the world system that demanded the death of God’s only innocent Son.

The Lord Jesus Christ defines friendship in John 15:12-17.  However I want to focus more on verses 12 to 15.

John 15:12.  This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

John 15:13.  Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.

· It is of interest that the Greek word for life used in verse 13 is “psuche” which is normally translated soul.  It is the soul that goes to Heaven or to Hell.

John 15:14.  You are my friends if you do whatever I command you.

John 15:15.  No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing, but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.

THE RELATIONSHIP OF BELIEVERS TO EACH OTHER

Context.   The Lord Jesus is ministering to the disciples in the upper room before going to the cross.  The disciples would have been very scared and confused at this time.

John 15:12 – 13.

Key Words.

Love:  In the Greek this is “agape” love.  The grammar is that you keep on loving one another without stopping.

Agape love is not emotional and it is not the highest form of love.  Agape love means you are concerned for someone in a moral and benevolent way, and so you do your best for them.  Agape love is when a christian, motivated by concern for the eternal destiny of someone, says or does something to point them to Christ and His salvation.

Agape type love is a thinking loving concern, 

· You can have agape love for a person, but you do not need to like them.
This is the love that Jesus meant when He commanded that you love your enemies.  (See Matthew 5:44; Luke 6:27 & 35).

Matthew 5:44.

But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.

Notice how this does not fit into Solomon’s benefits of friendship?  Does not this go against the very grain of our being?

APPLICATION:  We all know someone that we don’t like.  However, we are commanded to pray for their salvation motivated by concern for their eternal destiny.  This is not easy to do, but it is even harder, if not impossible, for an unbeliever to even comprehend this concept.  They regard this attitude as a joke and as crazy!

John 15:14.  You are my friends if you do whatever I command you.

Key Words:

You.  The position of the pronoun in the Greek is emphatic: “You I have called friends.”

Friends:  The word “Philos” meaning loved, dear, close.

Phileo love means you like and love the one to whom it is directed. The Lord is challenging us all to enter into this higher form of love with Him and others in the family of God.  It is fellowship that is built first upon your fellowship towards His will. 

We are supposed to show that we are Jesus’ friends by doing whatever He commands us.  This obedience to His will is our witness to other people around us.

“If you do”:  Grammar means maybe yes, maybe no.  Meaning: this is not the obedience of an unthinking robot or of an oppressed servant!

This forces us to ask ourselves the confronting and uncomfortable question “do I have this love for the Lord Jesus?”  “Do I want to do whatever He commands me to do and keep on doing it?”  

These words of Jesus Christ made me ask myself two questions “Am I really His friend?” and “Do I want to be His friend?”

Sadly very few believers get to the stage where they can say that they know this love for the Lord in their life. 

If our answer is YES to these questions then this is the start of true fellowship with the Lord.  This is the joy that is experienced by a mature believer, and this should be the goal of all believers.  This is the true relationship with the Lord, a relationship built on real love.

The Lord goes on to declare:

John 15:15.  No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing, but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.

· Our Lord explains the difference between a servant and a friend.

Key Words.

“No longer do I call you servants”
GRAMMAR:  No longer = occurring in present time with ongoing results.  The disciples receive a new status which is ongoing and which they ultimately prove themselves worthy of.

The big difference between a servant and a friend is that a servant is simply expected to obey whatever his master commands him to do.  A servant does not know or understand or maybe not even care about the meaning or purpose of his master’s activities.  Also a servant does not question his master’s orders.

“but I have called you friends,”
· Meaning that from now on and forever more He will call them friends.

· The word for “friends” comes from the word "philos".  We know about agape, it is a relaxed mental attitude love.  Phileo is the word that goes beyond agape love, it means loving, trusting, friendship. 

Why are the disciples now being called friends?

“for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.”

“All things” does not refer to the omniscience of God because it is impossible for the human brain to comprehend, but rather in the context of the following verses of the chapter where Jesus tells them about His departure, the arrival of the Holy Spirit, about His resurrection and ascension, where sadness will turn to happiness and their responsibilities to Him.

A friend shares experiences, good and bad, happy and sad.  We share confidential information with our true and closest friends.  We tell them about our future plans.  We tell them our worries.  We ask our friends for help and support and we reciprocate.  Friends communicate with each other.

Our Lord Jesus is teaching that you and I can go beyond agape love and reach the highest form of love where you are committed to the person.  

John 15:15 shows that:

· We are not in a master/slave relationship with the Lord Jesus, even though He is always going to be our Lord. 

· We should always approach Him with reverence.  If we choose to obey Him, He calls us friends.

· We call Him Lord, we do not call Him our friend.  

· If we do not love our sisters and brothers in the Lord who we have seen, how can we say we love the Lord who we have not seen?  (1 John 5:20).

APPLICATION to fellowship with other believers.

The standard for us is His behaviour. The idea is that they (other believers) might know Him as you know Him.  Jesus said, “that you might love one another as I have loved you.”

Believers are to be as committed to His will, just as Jesus was and still is totally committed to the Father's will.  We are judged against the standard of Christ and not against any other servant of the Lord.

We are to look at the Lord crucified and model our attitude to the world on the attitude of Christ.

We need to live under His Lordship, and that means daily doing whatever He commands with eyes fixed on him, not with eyes fixed on the things of this world.

Friendship with the Lord means living life in growing faith and obedience to Him.  It’s a relationship based on love, trust and closeness.

God is not impressed by what we can do in our own strength, but He is glorified by what we do in the Holy Spirit’s power.

SUMMARY

The following passages from 1 John are a commentary on John 15. 

1. 1 John 3:16-24:  

1Jo 3:16  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

1Jo 3:17  But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? 

1Jo 3:18  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. 

1Jo 3:19  And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him. 

1Jo 3:20  For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. 

1Jo 3:21  Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. 

1Jo 3:22  And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 

1Jo 3:23  And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. 

1Jo 3:24  And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us. 

2. 1 John 4:7-12:  

1Jo 4:7  Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 

1Jo 4:8  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 

1Jo 4:9  In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 

1Jo 4:10  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

1Jo 4:11  Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. 

1Jo 4:12  No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

3. 1 John 4:17-19.  

1Jo 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 

1Jo 4:18  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 

1Jo 4:19  We love him, because he first loved us. 

Friendship with God requires faith AND obedience.

Abraham proves that faith is not one single act of belief in time, but that it is a lifelong trust in God.

Obedience shows faith.  

A true believer desires to obey Jesus’ words in John 15:14:

Mat 15:14.  You are my friends if you do whatever I command you.

DOCTRINES

CHRIST:  OBEDIENCE OF JESUS CHRIST

1.  Jesus Christ was perfect in His obedience (Luke 2:51; Philippians 2:8).  Examples of the Lord's perfect obedience to the Father's will:

2. The Lord's temptation in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11), where the Lord resisted the temptation in His humanity to use His divine power outside the Father's will (Philippians 2:5-8, Hebrews 10:7)

3. In the Garden of Gethsemane the Lord resisted all temptation to the contrary but set His face firmly to go through with the horror of the cross (Matthew 26:38-46, Mark 14:34-42, Luke 22:41-44)

4. During the provocations of the trials the Lord stood firm and resolute.  Although He had the power to resist arrest, as shown briefly in (John 18:6), He voluntarily went with the troops, even chiding Peter for his sword play (Luke 22:49-51). Although abused (Matthew 26:67-68), struck (John 18:22), scourged (Matthew 27:26), mocked and beaten (Matthew 27:27-31), and finally crucified the Lord calmly accepted this all as part of the Father's Plan, resisting any temptation to rebel at the injustice, cruelty and callousness of those who perpetrated this evil.  Rather He prayed for them, acknowledging to Pilate that all this was part of His role as Saviour (Luke 23:34, John 18:37)

5. When miracles were demanded by Herod Antipas (Luke 23:8-11) the Lord resisted any temptation to instantly judge that evil man and his court but saying nothing set His face to the cross on which He would bear even the sins of Herod Antipas (1John 2:2)

6. When He stumbled on the road to the cross He did not call on divine strength but Simon of Cyrene had to be pressed into service to carry the cross (Matthew 27:32, Luke 23:26)

7. When reviled by the crowds as He hung on the cross, taunted to do things which He could have done, He resisted all temptation to step down from the cross but stayed there to bear the sins of all (Matthew 27:39-44, Mark 15:29-32, Luke 23:35-39).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH

1. The Christian life can be divided into three sections or stages.

a) Stage 1 - Salvation.

b) Stage 2 - The Christian Walk

c) Stage 3 - The Christian in Heaven.

2. Man has three means of obtaining knowledge:

a) Faith - to believe or trust that something is true

b) Reasoning - using human logic to deduce that something is true

c) Experimentation - to test and prove something to satisfy yourself that it is true

3. The only acceptable method of gaining grace is by faith, since this means depending upon God without our human merit.

a) Stage 1 - Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved - salvation (Acts 16:31).

b) Stage 2 - Trusting in the promises and principles of the Word of God - the Christian walk.

c) Stage 3 - Trusting in God's provision - Heaven.

4. To illustrate belief and unbelief we follow the Jews from the plagues in Egypt to crossing the Jordan:

	Incident
	God’s Promise
	Scripture
	Response
	Result

	Last plague
	Passover Lamb
	Exodus 12:21-30
	Trust
	Jews spared last plague.

	Egyptian Army
	Red Sea Crossing
	Exodus 14:1-31
	Trust
	Moses leads Jews over Red Sea.

	No Water
	Water
	Exodus 17:1-7
	Trust
	By striking rock (Christ) water obtained.

	Gold Calf
	God's Doctrine
	Exodus 32:15-28
	Distrust
	Sons of Levi (Priests) slaughtered for leading

	Quails
	Manna
	Num 11:10-33
	Distrust
	Many deaths due to quails

	Giants
	Enter Canaan
	Num 13:1-14:38
	Distrust
	Death of fearful spies. Wandering in desert

	No water
	Water
	Num 20:2-13
	Distrust
	Moses strikes rock in disobedience. Will not enter Promised Land.

	Wanderings
	Cross Jordan
	Joshua 3:1-17
	Trust
	Israel crosses Jordan on dry ground


5. Salvation faith is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for your sins and rose from the dead to give you eternal life.  (Acts 16:31, Romans 4:20-25)

6. Anything added to becomes works, and therefore nullifies faith (Romans 4:4)

7. Faith is shown outwardly by confession with the mouth. (Romans 10:9-10)

8. Since faith does not depend on our own abilities, anybody can believe.  Even little children (Matthew 18:2-4)

9. Assurance is by faith (Hebrews 10:22)

10. Faith is trust which does not ask to know all about God but believe all that God has said.

11. Salvation faith receives Christ as Saviour and Lord. (John 1:12, 3:16, 3:36)

12. Faith of salvation is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as having been delivered from our transgressions and raised again for our justification. (Romans 4:20-25)

13. By Faith God gives the soul assurance of the reality of things never yet seen by the natural man. (Hebrews 11:1-3)

14. The triumphs of faith in daily life are illustrated for the believer in Hebrews 11:1-39. Abel, Noah, Moses etc.

15. Faith comes from hearing and hearing from the Word of God. (Romans 10:17)

16. Faith is the only non meritorious means of understanding things the other being rationalism and empiricism.

17. To become like a little child is an analogy to faith as a young child only has faith. (Matthew 18:2-4)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH – OVERCOMING BY FAITH

1. By faith learn to accept conditions as God's will for life and be thankful - Romans 8:28,  1 Thessalonians 3:3; 5:18

2. By faith maintain fellowship with God, walking in the light - 1 John 1:7

3. By faith consistently day by day examine your conduct, confessing all known sins - 1 Corinthians 11:28, 31 1 John 1:9

4. By faith receive the Word of God daily as being more necessary than daily food. - Matthew 4:4; 5:6, 2 Peter 3:18

5. By faith approach the throne of grace boldly in every case of need, requesting aid, casting every care on Him. - Hebrews 4:15-16; 1 Peter 5:7

6. By faith resist the attempts of Satan and he will flee from you. - Ephesians 6:10-13, 1 Peter 5:8

7. By faith maintain the habit of thinking and meditating on spiritual values and priorities - Philippians 4:6-9

8. Walk by faith and not by sight - 2 Corinthians 5:7

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  LOVE

1. Love for God is total appreciation for all He is and has done.

2. Words for love in Greek language 

a) eros (sexual love) not used in the New Testament

b) storge (comradeship) not used in New Testament

c) agape (concerned love for others, great esteem for the loved one, reverence, a love that springs from adoration and veneration, and is a love of the will that chooses the loved one and devotes self to them to the exclusion of lesser objects.  It may mean a self denying and compassionate devotion to the loved one)

d) phile (a love that embraces and kisses. This love is that of the affections and speaks of friendship and all one will do for a friend).

3. Our Lord makes it clear to Peter in John 21: 15-19 that he wants Peter to love him with agape love that flows from a deep occupation with the Lord. Agape, as a love of the will, must work out in service of the Lord, and this will express the believers love (agape) for other believers also. 

4. Do not love of the things the world has to offer  1 John 2:15-17.

5. True love of God will always lead to love of the brethren.  1  John 1:3 -11,  1 John 3:1-3, 10, 4:7 -12, 19,  

6. Love is expressed in worship and in service. 1 John 5:1-5.

7. Love for God will flow and grow from knowledge of his word.  1 Corinthians 2:9.  

8. This deep love will be expressed in witness for the Lord to others,  2 Corinthians 5:14. 

9. God loves every believer with perfect and unchanging love because we are united with His beloved Son.

10. It is also noted that the unbeliever has “agape” love for darkness rather than light John 3:19

11. Love for others is an important feature of the Christian life.

12. There are three types of love:-

(a) love for God.

(b) love for your spouse.

(c) love for other members of the human race.

13. It should be noted that only in type (b) is the body involved. The rest involve the soul or soul and spirit only.

14. Love For God

(a) Love for God is a response to the love of God. (Deuteronomy 6:5) 

(b) The capacity for this love depends on your maturity. ( Philippians 1:20,21; Ephesians 3:17-19; 1 John 4:17-18)

(c) For the Church age believer love for God occurs first through the filling of the Spirit. Confession of sin is therefore critically important. (Ephesians 5:2, c/f 5:18)

(d) Jesus Christ is the initiator of love of God through grace. (Ephesians 5:25-27; 1 John 4:8-10; 4:19)

(e) The believer loves God using his free will.

(f) The believer who does not love Christ is under a special curse and perpetual discipline. (1 Corinthians 

16:22)

(g) Love for God is the true motivator for working for God such as witnessing. (2 Corinthians 5:14)

(h) This love is initiated by grace and increased in the believer who has a gracious attitude towards God and mankind. (Daniel 9:4; Psalm 31:23; 119:132; 1 Corinthians 2:9)

(i) Love for God was commanded to all Old Testament saints. (Deuteronomy 6:5; 10:12; 11:1; 11:13)

(j)] Love for God is the basis of all true happiness as well as capacity for loving members of the human race. (Deuteronomy 30:16)

(k) Love for God provides courage in battle. (Joshua 23:10-11)

(l) As we see God through his Word it is impossible to love God except through his Word. ( Psalm 119:165-167, 1 Peter 1:8)

15. Love For Your Spouse

(a) This is love for a member of the opposite sex designed by God for you in eternity past unless you have the gift of celibacy. ( Song of Solomon 8:6-7)

(b) It is as strong as death and is a provision from God.

(c) Death does not destroy this love. (Ecclesiastes 9:5-6)

(d) This type of love is exclusive to one person. (Proverbs 5:18-19)

(e) This type of love is protective both in absence (Song of Solomon 1:13, 4:6) and in presence. (Song of 

Solomon 2:4) The man is a banner of protection to the woman.

(f) Love for your spouse illustrates relationships with the Lord. (Ezekiel 16:8, Ephesians 5:23-33)

(g) Mental sins attack all forms of love. (1 John 5:18)

(h) God has set aside time in each life for love. (Ecclesiastes 3:8)

16. Love For Others

(a) Love for others has great stability and power. (2 Samuel 1:26, Proverbs 27:9,10, John 15:13, Galatians 5:4)

(b) Love for others provides pleasant and relaxing environment. (Romans 13:10, Proverbs 10:12)

(c) Love for others is free from hypocrisy. (Romans 12:9)

(d) Love for others is outgoing and objective. (Galatians 5:13, 2 Samuel 1:26)

(e) Love for others promotes orientation to grace. (Philemon 9-12)

(f) Love for others has enemies and can be destroyed by:-


(i) Mental attitude sins. (Job 19:19, Proverbs 16:28)


(ii) Sins of the tongue. (Proverbs 17:9)


(iii) National catastrophe. (Jeremiah 6:21-23, 20:4-6)

(g) Love for others can be counterfeited. (Proverbs 19:6-7)

(h) Love for others can be removed because of divine discipline. (Psalm 38:11, 88:18)

17. We are recipients of Gods love (AGAPE=ultimate concern) through the cross. 1 John 4:10,19, John 3:16.

18. We must give out the gospel to all that they might see Gods love towards them Matthew 28:18-20.

19. Our attitudes to one another should show Gods love in action. 1 John 4:12, John 13:35.

20. Love is commanded of all believers towards other believers, John 13:34, 1John 4:7,8, Philippians  2:2-8. 

21. This only becomes possible as we grow in Christ, as his word changes our minds giving us the capacity for love. 1Peter 3:18. Love is a fruit of the Spirit. 

22. Agape love in the believer puts the eternal issues of the other persons life ahead of all else, so that all is done to them with their eternal state in mind. 1 Corinthians 13:1-8. 

23. We show our love towards believers by our practical concern for their spiritual growth and physical welfare. 2 Thessalonians 3:15, James 5:13-16, 1 Timothy 5:1-3, 1 Thessalonians 5:11-24.

24. We have strength to love others through the word in which we see that we are under the much more love of God: We are in the beloved and the beloved is in us, we are always recipients of His love. Romans 8:37, John 13:1, 20:2, 21:7,20, 15:9, Ephesians 2:4, 5:2, 25, Revelation 1:5. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  MATURITY

Categories of Believers

1. Standpoint of Spirituality:

a) Spiritual believer - the Holy Spirit controls the inside of the believer (Romans 8:6b).

b) Carnal believer - the sinful nature controls the inside of the believer (Romans 8:6a).

2. Standpoint of Growth:

a) Baby - one who has just received Christ as Saviour.

b) Adolescent - one who has learned some doctrine but is not yet in the application state.

c) Mature - one who knows and applies doctrine and spends a maximum amount of time in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

3. Relationship of Maturity and Spirituality:

a) Spirituality is an absolute. The Holy Spirit either controls or He does not. One cannot be a little bit carnal. If he is carnal he is NOT spiritual.

b) Maturity is speeded up by spirituality, but a baby believer can be either carnal or spiritual, and a mature believer can be carnal or spiritual.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  MATURITY:  CROSS TO THE CROWN

1. Salvation is only the beginning of the plan for man. After salvation the believer's objective is to advance in stages of spiritual growth on the path from the Cross to the Crown.

2. At each stage the believer faces increasing intense tests that can only be passed by faith. Paul in Romans 1:17 says believers progress from faith to faith. The five Hebrew words for faith illustrate the five stages of growth described in the New Testament.

a) The Babe - 1 Peter 2:2 - AMEN - the leaning faith of Genesis 15:6

All believers enter the family of God as infants when they exercise faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. After the tremendous stress of birth, of coming from darkness into the light the infant's impulse is to nurse.  The objective is nourishment but the baby also receives great comfort in feeding. God's objective for the spiritual infant is for growth, but He commences this with comfort. Not much is expected of a baby in his first few years, he cannot feed or change himself.  Spiritual infants are just as helpless and need a great deal of nurturing, encouragement and patient encouragement and patient instruction.

b)  The Adolescent - 1 John 2:13-14 - BATACH - the wrestling faith of Psalm 37:3

Adolescents young, strong and eager believers. This is the stage where people have grown to the point at which they understand some of the principles of truth and are beginning to apply them to their lives.  But like most adolescents, they have the growing pains of arrogance and rebellion against authority; they are sometimes too eager to act on their own, and this often gets them into trouble. They have knowledge which they mistake for wisdom, but they lack the experience. Their tendency is to want to apply the truth to other people's lives.  Adolescents may be troublesome, but at least they are not apathetic. They must be patiently trained and encouraged to channel their energies. No one makes it to maturity without passing through adolescence.

c) The Mature - Hebrews 5:14, 6:1 - CHASAH - the confident faith that takes refuge in the Lord - Psalm 57:1

The mature believer is able to take meat, the advance doctrine of the Word. A believer who has arrived at spiritual maturity knows enough about the Bible to take responsibility for his own life. He knows how to apply the Word of God to himself so rather than airing all his problems he knows how to solve them.  He is not ready to take on every one else's problems but he can take control of his own life. He understands that God has a plan for his life and sets about fulfilling that plan. He gives himself to training and discipline, exercising himself and building spiritual muscle.

d) The Hero of Faith - Isaiah 53:12, Hebrews 11 - YACHAL - the healing faith of Job 13:15

Heroes of faith are men and women who have gone beyond maturity  and have learned to fight the good fight. They have advanced beyond simply taking responsibility for their own lives to becoming responsible for the lives of other people.  They are always willing to pick up fallen comrades, to treat their wounds, to encourage them and supply their needs. Heroes of the faith still make mistakes, they still fail but they always stand back up and go back into battle.

e) The Friend of God - James 2:23-25 - QAWAH - the enduring faith of Isaiah 40:31

The highest of all possible achievements in life is to become a friend of God. Every believer has the potential and the assets necessary to reach this point, but very few Christians do. It takes persistency and tenacity. The only people who make it this far are those who absolutely refuse to quit.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  MATURITY - SIGNS OF MATURITY (ROMANS 15:1-15)

1. Helping others (v 1-3)  The mature believer should bear the infirmities of the weak (v 1; cf. Galatians 6:2). Paul includes himself as a believer of mature strength.

a) A mature believer is characterised by:

i) Knowing doctrine.

ii) Knowing promises.

iii) Spending a maximum amount of time by the filling of the Holy Spirit.

b) A weak or immature believer may be:

i) A new believer.

ii) An ignorant believer who does not know the Word.

c) A mature believer bears the infirmities of the weak believer by:

i) Giving information about the Word (doctrine, promises, procedures). This may be in private conversation.

ii) Giving advice based on the Word.

iii) Exercising grace; listening to and helping others with problems.

d)  The mature believer is not to "please himself" (v 1,2):

i) He is not to feed his ego or brag about helping others. It should never be done for self-glory or self-stimulation, but for God's glory.

ii) Christ as the supreme example (v 3):

He did not please Himself; but as a man He received more pressure than we will ever have. The Old Testament says, "the reproaches of Israel ('them') that reproached the Father ('Thee') fell on the Son ('Me') on the cross." Paul quotes a Messianic Psalm (Psalm 69:9). Christ was under maximum pressure when He bore our sins on the cross.

2. Knowledge of the Word of God (v 4)

a) The Old Testament ("things written aforetime") was the only scripture existing at the time Romans was written. The canon is now completed.

b) the purpose of the Word:

i) Learning - doctrine God wants us to know.

ii) Patience - faith in the long distance race. Believing moment by moment.

iii) Comfort - in trials and difficulties of life.

iv) Hope - for the future. Believers know where they are going.

3. Attitudes (v 5-6)

Believers are to see others from the divine viewpoint and be "like-minded one toward another". Their one purpose in life, after salvation, is "with one mind and one mouth, glorify God" (v 6). This is only possible from the divine viewpoint.

i) We are all saved by grace. Christ died for us when we were His enemies (Romans 5:8).

ii) We all have the same spiritual privileges and responsibilities (except spiritual gifts).

iii) Every believer has a sinful nature but have different ways of expressing it.

iv) We all get spirituality the same way (filling of the Holy Spirit) and all grow the same way, by the Word.

v) God loves each believer with the same amount of love, whether we are in or out of temporal fellowship.

4. Fellowship as the basis of grace (v 7)

a) Believers are to receive one another as Christ received them.

b) He received them in GRACE to the glory of God.

5. Ability to distinguish between Israel and the Church (v 8-12)

a) Christ was a minister under the Law (v 8).

i) He was born, ministered, died, arose and ascended under the dispensation of the Law.

ii) Therefore all He said (except Matthew 16 and John 14-17) amplified the Mosaic Law, confirmed the four unconditional covenants to Israel and the future of Israel with Him as their King. Some principles He gave are re-stated in the Epistles as the Christian way of life.

b) Before the Law was given (v 9) the Abrahamic and Palestinian covenants promised blessing to the Jews, that the Gentiles may glorify God for His mercy.

c) Paul quotes (Psalm 18:49; Deuteronomy 32:43; Psalm 117; Isaiah 11:1-10). (Jesus Christ as the root of David and Jesse, is to reign over the Gentiles too.)

6. Faith that appropriates (v 13)

a) The God of hope is to fill the believer with joy and peace in the sphere of believing. Faith is the means.

b) Faith appropriates salvation, restoration to fellowship, filling of the Holy Spirit, doctrine, promises.

7. Knowing the operation of grace (v 14,15)

a) A mature believer realises all he has is because of God's grace and he operates his life on the basis of grace.

b) Grace is manifested in the believer in:

i) Salvation (Ephesians 2:8,9)

ii) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

iii) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9)

iv) Releasing power (2 Timothy 2:1

v) Growth and stability (2 Peter 3:18)

vi) Restoration and fellowship (Hebrews 12:15; 1 John 1:9) 

vii) Producing works (1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 6:1; 9:9) 

viii) Christian way of life (2 Corinthians 1:12; Hebrews 12:28).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE

1.  Obedience is better than offerings (1 Samuel 15:22; Proverbs 21:3; 28:9).  If we are not in God's will, any "worship" we offer is unacceptable.

2.  Obedience is something you have to learn.  The basic training in obedience has to start in childhood.  As it says in (Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16) "Honour your father and your mother. " (Proverbs 4:3,4; 22:6; 29:15-17; Hebrews 5:8)

3.  Teaching your child obedience is an act of love (Proverbs 3:12; 19:18; 23:13-14).

4.  We have to obey those who are in authority over us (Exodus 20:12; 22:28; Leviticus 19:3; Deuteronomy 5:16; Romans 13:1-5; Ephesians 6:1-5; Colossians 3:18-22; Titus 3:1).

5.  Those in authority have been put in that position by God (Romans 13:1).

6.  Obedience to those in authority is obedience to God (Proverbs 24:21; Ephesians 6:7; Colossians 3:23-24; Romans 13:5).

7.  Disobedience to those in authority is disobedience to God (Romans 1:30; 13:2).

8.  But when we are ordered to do something that is against God's Will we have to disobey (Acts 4:19; 5:40-42).

9. The fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16) is the only commandment with a promise (Proverbs 10:17; Ephesians 6:1-3).  Social life in a society is only possible when the people in it have learned to obey.

10.  If this commandment is ignored, if the authority of the family is denied or not exercised, society will quickly slide into anarchy (Isaiah 3:12; Proverbs 29:21; 30:21-23; Romans 1:30).

CHURCH:  BROTHERHOOD OF BELIEVERS

1. All believers are referred to as brothers (gk adelphos), the Greek word used indicating family relationship with both male and female included. As members of the same family who will rule throughout all eternity together it is of the greatest importance to have a special attitude towards our fellow believers. (1 Peter 2:5, 9-10, Revelation 5:10)

2. This attitude should be one of agape love or caring for the ultimate well being of others. (1 Peter 2:17, 3:8, 1 John 3:23, 4:12)

3. We are our brother’s keepers, not by way of interference but by being active and alert for their good. (Genesis 4:9 cf James 5:20, 2 Thessalonians 3:15)

4. Because of family closeness there is a danger that one member may lead another astray, so discipline is required. (1 Corinthians 5:11)

5. In our family there must be a readiness to forgive. (Matthew 18:21)

6. The world has its own brotherhood of evil and sin. (John 15:19)

7. The soul and fruit of a person shows the family to which they belong. (Matthew 12:33)

8. All of us were born into Adam's family. (1 Corinthians 15:22)

9. We either stay there in sin or become a member of the Lord's family. (John 8:42-44)

10. Our attitude towards other believers is given in 1 Peter 3:8-9

[a] Be of one mind. -To be of one mind means to avoid any behaviour that would create an argument leading to a church split, or violence of any kind. Mindless unity is not called for, it is to be a unity of the mind, based on well thought through positions, rooted and grounded in apostolic teaching.    

[b] Show compassion. - Compassion is rooted in the mental attitude that sees others as Christ sees them. The heart that shows compassion, shows it because they see the others needs and short-comings, and feels sorrow for the lack in the life of the other rather than arrogantly despising them.

[c] Love as brethren. - This fruit of the Holy Spirit is demonstrated in life. The word used is philadelphos, the word for brotherly love; the caring practical love for those within the same family. It looks for a practical thing it can do for the much loved brother or sister. It is the reminder that we are in the same family as these fellow believers, and we are being watched by our heavenly father, who looks to us to behave as blood bought brethren.

[d] Be tender hearted to each other. - The Greek word here is a great one; eusplagnos, which literally means, “good intestines”.  It catches what the Greeks meant by the word. It refers to deep feelings in the stomach, the emotional feelings towards one we love that we can literally “feel deep within”. This is the level of the deep tenderness we should feel for our brethren.

[e] Be courteous. - The word here, almost another synonym, brings further encouragement to love in practical ways our fellow believers. Act in such a way that others looking on would know you are friends.

[f] Do not render evil for evil. - This instruction reminds us that believers are not perfect, and at times a young or disobedient believer will verbally attack us, and practice, even ‘evil’ against us. What is to be our response?  It is not to be in accordance with the Mosaic Law (Exodus 21:23,24, Leviticus 24:19-22), which gave the right to all Jews to demand justice and reparation for every blow or insult.  Peter is saying to all believers that we are NOT TO DEMAND our rights under the old law of lex taliones , but to place ourselves under the higher  spiritual laws, the Law of Love, the Law of Supreme Sacrifice. We are now under the “Law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2), and the demands of that law are the ones Peter makes here.

[g] Do not give verbal abuse for verbal abuse (railing). - When we are verbally abused, or lied about, we are not to respond in kind and lash back. We are to treat them as Christ has by showing a love and care that shames the sinning brother rather than copies them.

[h] Give rather blessing. - The Lord’s words come back to us here.  “Ye have heard that it has been said, (Leviticus 19:17,18, Deuteronomy 23:6), ‘thou shalt love thine neighbour and hate thine enemy’.  But I say unto you, ‘Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; (in order that) ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven,    .     .    Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect” (Matthew 5:43-48, Luke 6:27- 36). These commands are clearly our Lord God’s standard of behaviour. 

They are the commands of the Lord Jesus Christ to us all. If we would be his disciples we are to obey, and if we would be called his friends, then we are to be following these commands daily (John 15:9-17, 1John 3: 11-24).

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 4:13-16

INTRODUCTION

Eccl 4:13.  Better a poor and wise youth than an old and foolish king who will be admonished no more.

Eccl 4:14.  For he comes out of prison to be king, although he was born poor in his kingdom.

Eccl 4:15.  I saw all the living who walk under the sun; they were with the second youth who stands in his place.

Eccl 4:16.  There was no end of all the people over whom he was made king; Yet those who come afterward will not rejoice in him.  Surely this also is vanity and grasping for the wind.

POPULARITY PASSES AWAY.

CONTEXT

Has anybody had the thought “if only I was popular I would be happy?”  Or “it must be fantastic to be a celebrity!”

Well King Solomon is going to shoot that theory down in flames too!

To man’s way of thinking friendship and popularity go hand in hand.  Usually the more popular you are, the more friends you have.  But does this apply to high profile people such as national leaders and kings?

Well King Solomon answers that question too!

King Solomon was an old man when he wrote Ecclesiastes.  So it could be that he was recording his own fading popularity.

Ecclesiastes  4:13.  Better a poor and wise youth than an old and foolish king who will be admonished no more.

KEY WORDS:

Admonished.  This word comes from the verb admonish, which means to advise or warn firmly but mildly.  (The Australian Integrated Compact Dictionary, Oxford University Press, 2005.)

The New American Standard Bible has a slightly clearer translation:

Eccl 4:13.  A poor yet wise lad is better than an old and foolish king who no longer knows how to receive instruction.

The late J Vernon McGee makes the humorous observation that “Solomon was both – a wise child and a very foolish king.”  (J Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible, Vol 3, page 119).

Matthew Henry also says:

“Solomon, being a very unique king in history, was well qualified to speak authoritatively about the vanity of kingly state and dignity.  He confirms what he wrote in Proverbs 27:24.

Prov 27:24.  For riches are not forever, nor does a crown endure to all generations.  

Solomon saw that even the highest position of honour only lasts as long as the leader’s wisdom and the love of the population.”

So, who would make a better king?

1. A young man with little life experience but who has a good intellect and is willing to learn and become wiser or;

2. An older man who actually has the experience of being king, and therefore should be wiser, but isn’t because he thinks he knows it all and will not learn anymore? 

Who would you choose?

There have been many kings and national leaders through the ages who caused extreme suffering in their populations.

Modern day examples are Robert Mugabe, Idi Amin, Adolf Hitler, Joseph Stalin and Slobodan Milosevic the first President of Serbia who was on trial for war crimes and genocide before his death in March 2006.

Ecclesiastes  4:14.  For he comes out of prison to be king, although he was born poor in his kingdom.

Most Bible commentators agree that Solomon is referring to the life of Joseph.  As we know, Joseph was sold into Egyptian slavery by his older brothers.  Joseph was bought by Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh and a captain of the guard.  

Joseph served Potiphar as unto the Lord and was promoted to be master of the house.  

Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce Joseph but he did the smart thing and ran away, because of his loyalty to Potiphar.  

Potiphars’ wife then made a false charge against Joseph and he was thrown into prison.

However, Joseph, because of his administrative skills, became the de-facto jail administrator.

The next big event is that Pharaoh has some dreams that nobody can interpret except Joseph.  He successfully interprets the dreams and is made second in command of Egypt, - all by the time he is 30 years of age.  (Genesis 39 and 40).

APPLICATION:  
Relying on God’s provision is the only way to deal with the trials of life.

DOCTRINES

CHRIST TYPES:  JOSEPH AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

JOSEPH



CHRIST

1. Feeding the flock (Genesis 37:2) 


The Good Shepherd (John 10:11,14)

2. Loved (by his father)  (Genesis 37:3) 

My beloved Son  (Matthew 3:17)

3. Hated (by his brethren)  (Genesis 37:4, 5) 

Hated without a cause  (John 15:25)

4. Not believed  (Genesis 37:5) 


Neither did his brethren believe in him  (John 7:5)

5. Obeisance  (Genesis 37:7, 9) 


In all things the pre-eminence   (Colossians 1:18)

6. Envied  (Genesis 37:11) 


Delivered for envy   (Mark 15:10)

7. Sent to his brethren  (Genesis 37-13)

I will send my beloved Son   (Luke 20:13)

8. He came to Shechem  (Genesis 37:14)

To a city of Samaria called Sychar (or Shechem)  (John 4:4-5)

9. I seek my brethren  (Genesis 37:16) 

Come to seek and to save  (Luke 19:10)

10. They conspired against him (Genesis 37: 8)
Took counsel against him  (Matthew 27:1, John 11:53)

11. Stripped  (Genesis 37-.23) 


They stripped him  (Matthew 27:28)

12. The pit  (Genesis 37:24)


The horrible pit  (Psalm 40:2, 69:2, 14,15)

13. They sat down  (Genesis 37:25) 

Sitting down they watched him there  (Matthew 27:36)

14. Twenty pieces of silver  (Genesis 37:28)

Thirty pieces of silver  (Matthew 26:15, 27:9, Exodus 21:32)

15. Into Egypt  (Genesis 37-36) 


Out of Egypt have I called my Son.  (Matthew 2:14, 15)

16. The Lord with Joseph (Genesis 39:2, 21, 23)
The Father is with Me  (John 16:32)

17. All put into his hand (Genesis 39:3)

Hath given all things into His hand.  (John 3:35)

18. Blessed for Joseph's sake (Genesis 39:5)
Blessed in Christ  (Ephesians 1:3, 4:32)

19. A goodly person  (Genesis 39:6) 

Altogether lovely  (Song of Solomon 5:16)

20. Whose feet they hurt (Psalm 105:18, 19)

They pierced my hands and my feet  (Psalm 22:16)

21. Two officers in jail with Joseph (Genesis 40:2-3)
There were also two other malefactors.  (Luke 23:32)

22. He served them  (Genesis 40:4)


I am among you as He that serveth  (Luke 22:27)

23. Think on me  (Genesis 40:14)


This do in remembrance of me  (1 Corinthians 11:24)

24. In whom the Spirit of God is (Genesis 41:38)
Anointed with the Holy Spirit  (Acts 10:38)

25. Over My house  (Genesis 41:40) 

A Son over His own house, whose house are we  (Hebrews 3:6)

26. Bow the knee  (Genesis 41:43) 


At the name of Jesus every knee should bow  (Philippians 2:10)

27. Thirty years old (Genesis 41:46, 

About thirty years of age  (Luke 3:23)

28. Famine over all the earth  (Genesis 41:56, 57)
A mighty famine in that land  (Luke 15:14)

29. All countries came to buy  (Genesis 41:57)
My salvation unto the end of the earth  (Isaiah 49:6)

30. He knew them (Genesis 42:7, 8) 

He knew all men  (John 2:24, 25)

31. But they knew not him  (Genesis 42:8)

His own received Him not.  (John 1:10-11)

32. His blood is required  (Genesis 42:22) 

His blood be on us, and on our children.  (Matthew 27:25)

33. He turned  away and wept (Genesis 42:24)
He wept over the city  (Luke 19:41)

JOSEPH – PLAN OF GOD

1. SCRIPTURE  Genesis 30:24 - 50:26.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Joseph was the eleventh son of Jacob: his first by Rachel (Genesis 30:24, 35:24) and his favourite son (Genesis 37:3, cf. 33:2,7). Joseph was a spoilt boy who was sold into slavery in Egypt by his jealous brothers. By the age of thirty (Genesis 41:46), having spent time in jail as a servant of other prisoners, he is made second rule over Egypt. By wise planning he was able to deflect the scourge of a major famine, saving Egypt, Canaan and his own family from starvation and death. Reconciliation with his brothers followed, the family settling in the pastures of Goshen in the north-east delta area, After burying Jacob in Canaan, Joseph commanded that his bones should be carried into Canaan when the Jews eventually left Egypt (under Moses). When Joseph eventually died his sarcophagus remained as a reminder of the future of the Jews in the promised land. He died at the age of 110 (Genesis 50:26).

3. EVALUATION

a) Jacob gave Joseph a coat of many colours (Genesis 37:3) which gave him rulership over his older brothers.

b) This situation was not improved by his telling them of dreams of his future superiority (Genesis 37:5-11).

c) His brothers plot to remove him from his position and throw him into a cistern (Genesis 37:18-24).

d) He is sold to the Ishmaelites or Midianites (Genesis 37:28; cf. Judges 8:22-28).

e) Joseph is sold to Potiphar, the chief of police in Egypt (Genesis 37:36). There were many young Semites who were servants in Egypt. Papyrus Brooklyn lists 79 servants in an Egyptian household in 1740 BC of whom at least 45 were Semites.

f) Potiphar makes Joseph the administrator over his house (Genesis 39:4-6).

g) Potiphar's wife becomes frustrated and fabricates a false charge against Joseph (Genesis 39:7-20).

h) His administrative skills are soon recognised as shortly after being thrown into prison by Potiphar, Joseph becomes the defacto administrator of the jail (Genesis 39:21-23).

i) Joseph now becomes the servant of two ministers who are imprisoned because of an attempted coup d'etat and interprets their dreams (Genesis 40:1-13, 16-22).

j) Joseph relies on the memory of the cup bearer, who has an attack of amnesia (Genesis 40:14-15, 23).

k) Pharaoh has a series of dreams some two years later, upon which Joseph is released from prison to interpret. He is rewarded by rulership over Egypt (Genesis 41:1-45).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) God provides opportunity to train for future ministry as He did for Joseph with administration experience in various areas (Acts 7:22).

b) God's timing is perfect:  He protects this believer by the prompt arrival of the camel train.

c) Man's hostility can be used for God's future glory (Romans 9:17).

d) Dreams were a legitimate means of giving guidance from God (e.g. Daniel and Ezekiel).

e) In order to rule you have to learn to be a servant (John 13:16,17).

f) You should not rely on the wisdom or skill of man to retrieve you from difficult positions but should rest on the provision of God (Jeremiah 17:5; Psalm 146:3).

g) If you are prepared, God will provide wisdom and understanding in times of crisis (Luke 12:11,12).

h) Life is made up of sunshine and shadows (Job 1:21).

i) God uses obedient and trained personnel (1 Samuel 3:9; 15:22).

5. "And we know that all things work together for good for those who love God for those who are the called according to His purpose. " (Romans 8:28)

a) It was bad, that Joseph was favoured by his father - but it worked together for good as it gave him leadership training. (v. 3,4)

b) It was good, that Joseph had the Word of God shown to him and it worked together for good as it gave him confidence when it was fulfilled. (v 5-11)

c) It was bad that his brothers hated him but it worked together for good for if he had not been sold he would not have been in a position to help his brothers in the future. (v 20)

d) It was good that the camel train was on time and it worked together for good. If it had been late or early, Joseph would have perished in the pit. (v 25-27)

e) It was bad that he was sold for 20 pieces of silver but it worked together for good. (v 28)

f) It was both bad and good that he was sold into Potiphar's household but it worked together for good. It was bad that he was a slave but it was good that it was Potiphar as it gave him training in management. (v 36)

Ecclesiastes 4:15.  I saw all the living who walk under the sun; they were with the second youth who stands in his place.

The literal translation is, ”I saw all the population of the young man’s kingdom.”

The second child - This second youth is generally understood to be the one mentioned in Ecclesiastes 4:13.
“with the second youth who stands in his place”: means the heir, or successor or prince, that shall rise up and take the throne of his father or predecessor, and rule in his place.  

In other words, its only a matter of time before the population switches allegiance to a younger ruler.

Solomon saw this attitude in his own people.  History proves his observation right because immediately after his death, the population complained about his government and wanted his son Rehoboam to be king.  

1 Kings 12:1 says:

And Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone to Shechem to make him king.

And then Solomon writes:

Ecclesiastes 4:16.  There was no end of all the people over whom he was made king; Yet those who come afterward will not rejoice in him.  Surely this also is vanity and grasping for the wind.

Once again Matthew Henry makes an excellent commentary:

1. People are never satisfied:  There is no end, no rest, of all the people; they are continually fond of changes, and don’t know what they want. 

2. This is no new thing, but it has been the way of all that have been before them; there have been instances of this in every age: even Samuel and David could not always please the people.

3. As it has been, so it is likely to be in the future: Those that come after will be of the same spirit, and shall not long rejoice in him whom at first they seemed extremely fond of. Today, Hosanna - tomorrow, Crucify. 

4. It is a great grief to princes to see themselves slighted by those they have faithfully served.  There is no faith in man, no stability or loyalty.  This is vanity and vexation of spirit.
The Living Bible translation is a little easier to understand.

Eccl 4:13.  It is better to be a poor but wise youth than to be an old and foolish king who refuses all advice.

Eccl 4:14.  Such a lad could come from prison and succeed.  He might even become king, though born in poverty.

Eccl 4:15.  Everyone is eager to help a youth like that, even to help him usurp (wrongfully seize) the throne.

Eccl 4:16.  He can become the leader of millions of people, and be very popular.  But then the younger generation grows up around him and rejects him!  So again, it is all foolishness, chasing the wind.

After studying these verses I asked myself the question “Was King Solomon popular?”

It is safe to say that he was more popular as a young king.

Refer to 1 Kings Chapters 1 to 11.

Solomon was only 20 yrs old when he became King.  He was close to the Lord.  He built the magnificent temple for God. This was a very high point in the life of Israel and no expense was spared for the dedication.  God’s glory filled the temple in the form of a cloud.  The temple caused Jerusalem to become known as the city of God.

Under Solomon’s rule, Israel had peace and prosperity.  The standard of living climbed to unprecedented heights for the majority of the population, with the availability of luxury items and materials.  

He turned humble Jerusalem into a magnificent city.  He also constructed the engineering feat called Solomon’s pools, which gave Jerusalem and other towns a reliable water supply. Jerusalem still relies on these pools today!

Then there was the queen of Sheba who heard of Solomon’s wisdom, wealth and fame and had to see for herself what all the fuss was about.  She traveled a great distance and was overwhelmed with what she saw.  (1 Kings Ch 10).

Solomon was responsible for an increase in literature and culture.  Under King Solomon human expression through the spoken and written word flourished.  In Solomon’s day, Hebrew was a new language, when compared with the surrounding languages.  Hebrew is actually a blend of other languages.  Therefore its literary history was very limited.  But Solomon developed it into one of the most important languages of the ancient world to spread the truth of one living God against the falseness of all the pagan gods.  The quality of Solomon’s writings were not matched by anything else in the world at that time.

Culturally, the temple dominated Israel’s worship life and thinking.  So huge was the impact of the Temple that Jerusalem became known as the city of God.

But then his popularity faded as he got older.  One reason is that pagan shrines flourished as a result of his oversized harem – 700 wives and 300 concubines.  So serious a sin was this that God appeared to him a third time and told him that the kingdom would be split under the rule of his son.

He became greedy in his levying of taxes in order to support his personal lavish lifestyle and the administration of his kingdom.  One sure way to lose popularity is to raise taxes!

He experienced two adversaries against his rule.  One was Hadad, and the other was Jeroboam.  God raised these two against Solomon because of his blatant disobedience regarding his 1000 women. Josephus p227, 1 Kings Ch 11.

Finally, Josephus tells us that Solomon died ingloriously, despite all his great achievements, at 94 years of age.  He ruled in Israel for 80 years.

A short test of Solomon’s conclusion.

Having being born in Australia I asked a small group of people the question “Who could name the most popular Australian Prime Minister?”  I then gave them the selection of names below to choose from.

Was it Edmund Barton?  

Edmund Barton was Australia’s first Prime Minister (1 Jan 1901 – 24 Sept 1903).  He was responsible for the passing of the Australian Constitution Act that was approved by Queen Victoria in July 1900.  

As Prime Minister of the new Federal Government he established the courts to hear and judge industrial relations and constitutional matters.  

He also developed a national tariff system to protect Australian industry and jobs.  It was his initiatives that helped Australia grow and prosper economically.  One would have thought this would have made him popular and memorable.

Or:

Was it Australia’s second Prime Minister Alfred Deakin?  What did he do?

· Brought in old age pensions

· Implemented tariffs to protect Local industry

· Founded the High Court and the Arbitration Court

· Founded the Royal Australian Navy

· Selected the sight for the nation’s capital Canberra.

He was so popular that he served as Prime Minister three times.

Again, he was instrumental in developing the laws, ideals and administrative offices that has allowed generations of Australians to have so many freedoms.

I thought his achievements would have made him popular in his day.  But is he remembered now?  Only one or two people had heard of Alfred Deakin.

He also was a strong Christian, and as co author of the Australian Constitution, spent hours praying about the wording.  He was delighted when the Constitutional Convention consisting of all the states, unanimously included in the preamble the words “humbly relying on the blessings of Almighty God.”

I thought that maybe these men went back too far in time.  So I decided to try someone more recent.

Robert Gordon Menzies.

He was Prime Minister (United Australia Party) at the outbreak of World War 2 in 1939.  He resigned in 1941 and became Prime Minister again in 1949 leading the new Liberal Party.  He retired in 1966, making him Australia’s longest serving PM.  One would think he must have been very popular to have earned this distinction!

OR

John Curtin.

He is remembered for his leadership during World War 2.  When the Pacific war started he called troops back from Europe to defend Australia and also adopted a strong stance looking to the USA for support instead of Great Britain.  He bolstered Australian industry to the war effort.  Sadly he died just 6 weeks before the war finished.

Unfortunately, the average Australian walking the streets today does not know these names, let alone what the great achievements of these men were.  So it would seem that King Solomon’s conclusion is right; being a popular leader is foolishness and chasing after the wind because you are soon forgotten!

DOCTRINES

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF AUTHORITY

DEFINITION:   Legal power delegated by God under the Laws of Divine Establishment for the protection of the free will (volition) of others.    This authority exists in both the temporal and spiritual realms.    There is authority within Marriage, the Family, and the State, and the Church.     

In each area legitimate authority will always protect individuals from evil and ensure their freedom to serve God and fulfil the Lord's will for them is maintained.

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF THE STATE

DEFINITION:   The nation state is established by God in history to protect the freedom and lives of people to ensure they have a stable life within which they are free to serve Him, grow spiritually, evangelise others and teach His Word.    Nations that encourage these things prosper in history, and nations that resist these things disappear from history.

REVOLUTION

1. The Word of God does not justify revolution (Numbers 16).

2. Revolution involves mobs which can neither think nor achieve anything worthwhile.

3. Revolution means apostasy and lack of the Word of God (Isaiah 1:3-5; 59:13).

4. Revolution is anti-God (Isaiah 31:6).

5. Revolution is always caused by some failure of the mind (Jeremiah 5:23) e.g. maximum mental sins, drug addiction, alcoholism, lack of morals.

6. Jealousy is a motivator of revolution. (Isaiah 11:13 cf. 1 Kings 12:19; 2 Chronicles 10:19).

7. When Bible doctrine is communicated it tends to stop revolution (Ezekiel 2:3-10) e.g. in England in the 18th and 19th centuries there were no revolutions. In Europe, however, with the lack of doctrine, many revolutions occurred.

8. Principle:

a) When human power and privileges are monopolised by a few, the people become oppressed. (1 Kings 21:1-16; 1 Samuel 8-11-19).

b) Limited in freedom and opportunity, they become slaves, even though they may not have shackles.

c)  Anything accomplished by revolution could have been accomplished without revolution and therefore could have been undertaken in a stabilised form e.g. the reforms in Britain during the 19th century.

d) National trauma occurs in revolution as it is a sharp break with the past.

Now we will look at the question, “Was Jesus Christ popular?”

There were times in Jesus’ ministry when he was very, very popular.

Example 1.  Miracles.  The first recorded miracle is the changing of water into wine (John 2: 1-11).  

The miracle had a purpose, which was to show the Lord’s power to create, and His sovereignty as God.  Miracles also proved that Jesus was whom he claimed to be, the Son of God, that He was God who became man!

· The water was instantly changed into wine!

Other interesting points are that the first supply of wine had been drunk, so the feast had been going on for some time and the guests may have been in a merry mood.

The custom, at such occasions, was to drink the good wine first while sober so that it is appreciated, and then as people became drunk you serve them the lesser quality wine and they are none the wiser, or if they do notice they don’t care and still go on celebrating!

However at this wedding, the opposite happened.  The master of the feast got first taste and, although he had no idea where it came from, he was so impressed with the quality that he called the Bridegroom immediately.

Example 2.  Jesus’ Early Ministry around Galilee.

Matthew 4:23-25, Mark 1:28.

Mat 4:23  And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. 

Mat 4:24  Then His fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were demon possessed, epileptics and paralytics; and He healed them. 

Mat 4:25  Great multitudes followed Him – from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan. 

Mark 1:28.  And immediately His fame spread abroad throughout all the region round about Galilee.

NOTE 1:  25 of the 33 miracles occurred in Galilee.  

NOTE 2: SYRIA.  Josephus, who lived in the times of the apostles, used the name Syria to refer to the area that is now roughly Syria, Lebanon, Israel and Jordan.  

NOTE 3: GALILEE.  Josephus says, There were more than two hundred cities and towns in Galilee, and all, or most of them, Christ visited.  He received His warmest welcomes in this area.  Galilee was not like your average upper middle class suburb.  In those days it was described as being filled with poor, illiterate, vile and wicked people.  A considerable size of the population was Jewish.  Altogether, it was not a very nice place!

The Jews from the south (around The Dead Sea) regarded the northern Jews with contempt, which is why they scoffed at Jesus with the remark “can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  This explains why His claim as Messiah was also not taken very seriously!

However, the point must be made that this popularity for Jesus was superficial.  It could almost be compared to an audience at a circus – they found it amazing, bewildering and entertaining.  It would be safe to assume that the crowds were following Jesus around to see what He would do next!

Off course Jesus being God would have known the thoughts and hearts of every individual in the crowds.  He would have known their motivation for following Him!

Example 3.  The feeding of the 5000.  This miraculous event is recorded in all 4 gospels and the feeding of the 4000 is recorded in Matthew 15 and Mark 8.  These miracles show the Sovereignty of God. 

DOCTRINES

MIRACLES:  PURPOSE

1. Miracles occurred mainly in three periods of history. Of all the miracles recorded in the Scriptures all but twelve fall into the following three periods.

a) The Law and Prophets Group:- prepares for the coming of the Lord

i) At the Exodus through to the giving of the Law, miracles were performed by Moses, Aaron and later by Joshua. 

ii) At the period when the great prophets Elijah and Elisha were teaching many miracles were performed.

b) The Lord and Church Group:- bears witness to His first coming

i) The miracles of the Lord. 

ii) The miracles performed by the apostles.

c) The Future Miracle Group:- attest to His second coming

i) Beginning with the activities of the two witnesses of the Great Tribulation. 

ii) The universal outburst of miracle activity at the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom, when the Lord rules over a restored earth.

2. Their purpose includes the following:-

a) To glorify the nature of God (John 2:11, 11:40)

b) To accredit certain men as spokesmen for God (Hebrews 2:3-4, Luke 7:18-23)

c) To provide evidence for belief in Jesus as Messiah (John 6:2,14, 10:37-38, 20:30-31, 1 Corinthians 15:13-20)

d) To demonstrate the Lord's superiority over the forces of evil (Matthew 9:27-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 4:31-37)

e) To demonstrate the uniqueness of the Lord Jesus Christ, God with us (John 1:14).

3.  Miracles demonstrate the attributes of God.

a) The Sovereignty of God was illustrated in:- 

i) the Lord's creative work of turning water into wine at Cana. (John 2:1-11)

ii) His power when stilling the storm on Galilee. (Mark 4:35-41; Matthew 8:18)

iii) the feeding of the 5000 and the 4000. (Mark 6:33-44; 8:1-9)

iv) walking on the water at Galilee. (Mark 6:47-52)

v) His arrest in Gethsemane. (John 18:6)

b) The Righteousness of God was illustrated in:- 

The Lord's transfiguration before the disciples on the mountain, when they saw the Holiness of God in the Lord displayed. (Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36)

c) The Justice of God was illustrated in:- 

The cursing of the fig tree during the last week before the cross as a sign of His coming judgment upon unresponsive Israel. (Matthew 21:18-22; Mark 11:12-14, 20-26)

d) The Love of God was illustrated in:- 

All the healing ministries as the Lord's compassion flowed into action, even to the exhaustion of His humanity. While thirty-six specific miracles of the Lord are recorded, many thousands of healing miracles are passed over in a few isolated verses. (e.g. Matthew 9:35-36, 14:14, 15:30-31, 8:16-17 etc.)

e) The Eternal Life of God was illustrated in:- 

The great miracle of the resurrection of Christ.

f) The Omniscience of God was illustrated in:- 

i) His knowledge of where unseen shoals of fish were. (Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, John 21:1-14)

ii) Where the fish was with just enough money in its mouth to pay the required tax. (Matthew 17:24-27)

iii) The knowledge about Nathaniel and the woman at the well at Sychar also shows his omniscience (John 1:45-51;4:5-43).

g) The Omnipresence of God was illustrated in:- 

His ability to appear in various places many kilometres apart demonstrating the truth of His promise to be with believers always. (Matthew 28:20)

h) The Omnipotence of God was illustrated in:- 

The raising of people such as Lazarus from the dead.

i) The Immutability of God was illustrated in:- 

The repetition of the miracle of the draught of fishes both before and after the resurrection showing that His character and power were unchanged.

j) The Veracity of God was illustrated in:- 

The healing of the Centurion's servant and the Nobleman's son. The Lord said they were healed, and at that moment, many kilometres away, they were. (Matthew 8:5-13, Luke 7:1-10, John 4:46-54)

k) The Grace of God was illustrated in:- 

The healing of Malchus' ear in the garden on the night of the Lord's arrest (Luke 22:50). It was a testimony to His Grace that as he faced the horror of the cross, our Lord could still stoop and heal one of His captors. It is significant that the last recorded miracle performed by the Lord before the cross benefited an enemy, one who had come to arrest him.

MIRACLES OF CHRIST:  CATEGORIES

1. Healing Miracles of Command 

a) Healing the sick from afar:- 

i) Nobleman's son at Cana. (John 4:46-54)

ii) Centurion's servant. (Matthew 8:5-13)

b) Healing the sick in person:- 

i) Man with the withered arm. (Matthew 12:9-13)

ii) Man by the pool of Bethesda. (John 5:1-15)

iii) The ten lepers. (Luke 17:11-19)

iv) Two blind men between the two Jerichos. (Luke 18:35-43)

2. Healing Miracles of Touch 

a) Simple Touch:- 

i) Peter's mother in law. (Matthew 8:14-15)

ii) A leper. (Matthew 8:2-4)

iii) Woman with a haemorrhage. (Matthew 9:20-22)

iv) Two blind men. (Matthew 20:30-34)

v) Crippled woman. (Luke 13:10-13)

vi) Dropsy case. (Luke 14:1-6)

vii) Malchus' ear. (Luke 22:49-51)

b) Other Activity in the Touching:- 

i) Blind man at Bethsaida. (Mark 8:22-26)

ii) Man born blind. (John 9:1-41)

iii) Deaf and dumb man. (Matthew 15:29-31)

3. Resuscitation Miracles 

a) By Command:- 

i) Lazarus. (John 11:1-46)

b) Touch and Command:- 

i) Widow of Nain's son. (Luke 7:11-17)

ii) Jairus' daughter. (Mark 5:21-43)

4. Miracles where Faith was an Issue 

a) Command:- 

i) Nobleman's son at Cana. (John 4:46-54)

ii) Centurion's servant. (Luke 7:1-10)

iii) Ten lepers. (Luke 17:11-19)

iv) Paralysed man. (Mark 2:1-12)

v) Man at pool of Bethesda. (John 5:1-15)

vi) Withered arm. (Matthew 12:9-13)

b) Touch:- 

i) Two blind men. (Matthew 9:27-31)

ii) A leper. (Mark 1:40-45)

iii) Woman with a haemorrhage. (Luke 8:43-48)

5. Miracles where Sin was an Issue. 

i) Paralysed man. (Mark 2:1-12)

ii) Man by pool of Bethesda. (John 5:1-15)

6. Miracles associated with Parables or Teaching. 

i) Withered arm and lost sheep. (Matthew 12:9-13)

ii) Man born blind and the good shepherd. (John 9, John 10:1-16)

iii) Casting out of the demon from the dumb man. (Luke 11:14)

iv) Unclean spirit who returns. (Luke 11:14 cf. Luke 11:21-28)

v) Cursing of the fig tree and the teaching on faith. (Mark 11:20-26)

7. Miracles associated with the Sabbath Controversy. 

i) Healing of the man at Bethesda. (John 5:1-15)

ii) Healing of the man with a withered arm. (Mark 3:1-6)

iii) Crippled woman healed. (Luke 13:10-21)

iv) Case of dropsy healed. (Luke 14:1-6)

MIRACLES OF CHRIST:  CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER

MIRACLE



MATTHEW
MARK

LUKE

JOHN

Water made wine - at Cana







2:1-11

Healing the Nobleman's Son







4:46-54

The Drought of Fishes






5:1-11

The Man with an unclean spirit



1:23-6

4:33-5

Healing Simon's Mother-in-law

8:14-15

1:30-1

4:38-9

Healing the leper



8:2-4

1:40-5

Healing the Paralytic


9:2-7

2:1-12

5:17-26

The Impotent Man








5:1-15

The Withered Hand


12:9-14

3:1-6

6:6-11

The Centurion's Servant


8:5-13



7:1-10

The Widow's Son at Nain






7:11-17

The Man Dumb and Blind


12:22

Stilling the Storm



8:23-7

4:35-41

8:22-5

The Gadarenes Demoniac


8:28-34

5:1-20

8:26-39

The Daughter of Jairus


9:18-26

5:21-43

8:40-56

The Afflicted Woman


9:20-22

5:25-34

8:43-48

Two Blind Men, Dumb Demoniac

9:27-34

Feeding of the Five Thousand

14:13-21

6:30-44

9:10-17

6:1-15

Syrophoenician Woman's Daughter

15:21-28

7:24-30

Deaf and Dumb Man


15:29-31

7:31-7

Feeding of the Four Thousand

15:32-8

8:1-9

The Blind Man near Bethsaida



8:22-6

The Demoniac Boy


17:14-20

9:14-29

9:37-43

The Temple tax tribute money

17:24-7

The Man born Blind








9:1-41

The Dumb Demoniac






11:14

The Crippled Woman






13:10-17

The Man having Dropsy






14:1-6

The Raising of Lazarus








11:1-46

The Ten Lepers







17:11-19

The Blind Man near Jericho

20:29-34

10:46-52

18:35-43

The Withered Fig tree


21:20-22

11:20-25

Healing the ear of Malchus






22:49-51

The Draught of Fishes








21:6-11

CHRIST:  HYPOSTATIC UNION – GOD - MAN

1. Hypostasis means standing together under one essence, two things united under one with no loss or transfer to the other and no change to either. In the person of Jesus Christ the two natures, divine and human, were inseparably linked with no loss or transfer of properties or attributes, and no mixture or loss of separate identity the union was personal and eternal. The Lord Jesus Christ is still perfectly human and divine  Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6, John 1:1-14, Romans 1:2-5, Romans 9:5, Philippians 2:5-11, 1 Timothy 3:16, Hebrews 1:4

2. The incarnate person of the Lord Jesus Christ included undiminished deity. Jesus Christ is God, He remained co equal and co eternal with the Father while on earth. Christ is eternal because God is eternal life. His deity was never affected by His death, resurrection and session. As God Jesus Christ could not die. However as a baby in the cradle he was holding the universe together.

3. The Lord Jesus Christ was also true humanity; body, soul and spirit although due to the virgin birth he had no old sin nature 1 Peter 2:22

4. The two natures of Jesus Christ are united with no transfer of attributes. Each set of attributes corresponds to the respective natures. The divine attributes such as eternal life, all knowing, everywhere, refers to His divine nature, the human attributes correspond to His human nature. To remove any attribute from His deity would be to destroy deity.

5. No aspect of the divine nature was lacking, although certain attributes were not exercised in line with the Father's plan Matthew 4:1-10

6. The union of the two natures in the person of Christ must be considered personal, human to the human, divine to the divine. They are never mixed. The union was therefore personal and hypostatic; one essence with two natures.

7. Deity did not indwell humanity or possess it. The union was more than sympathy and harmony, it was unique combining the two natures eternally. He is the God – man

8. Christ had two natures in one person, therefore he could be supremely powerful yet weak at the same time.

a) Deity cannot be tempted, humanity can. Matthew 4:1-10

b) Deity cannot thirst, humanity can John 19:28. 

c) Deity is omniscient , humanity learns Luke 2:40,52

9. The necessity of the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in the following:-

a) To be our Saviour he had to be man as God cannot die. Hebrews 2:14,15, Philippians 2:7,8

b) To be our mediator He had to be equal with both God and man  Job 9:2, 32-33,  1 Timothy 2:5-6

c) To be our High Priest He must be a man. Hebrews 7:4,5 14-28; 10:5, 10-14

d) To be a king he must be a man, a Jew in the line of David. Psalm 89:20-37, 2 Samuel 7:8-16

10. There are three categories of sayings or actions of the Lord:

a) From his deity alone John 8:58

b) From his humanity alone John 19:28

c) From his hypostatic union - John 11:25,26

11. The uniqueness of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ is a key doctrine to understand for all believers, for it is on this point that the accurate preaching of the gospel rests. 1 Timothy 3:16

12. The gospel in one word is Immanuel - God with us. John's testimony on this point John 1:14. In Christ we see God's love and favour towards man. As God revealed himself in the Old Testament, so He perfectly reveals himself in the person of the unique person of the universe , the God man the Lord Jesus Christ.

Example 4.  Perhaps the height of Jesus’ popularity was when He rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 

Luke 19:28-39.  

Luk 19:28  And when he had thus spoken, he went before, ascending up to Jerusalem. 

Luk 19:29  And it came to pass, when he was come nigh to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount called the mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, 

Luk 19:30  Saying, Go ye into the village over against you; in the which at your entering ye shall find a colt tied, whereon yet never man sat: loose him, and bring him hither. 

Luk 19:31  And if any man ask you, Why do ye loose him? thus shall ye say unto him, Because the Lord hath need of him. 

Luk 19:32  And they that were sent went their way, and found even as he had said unto them. 

Luk 19:33  And as they were loosing the colt, the owners thereof said unto them, Why loose ye the colt? 

Luk 19:34  And they said, The Lord hath need of him. 

Luk 19:35  And they brought him to Jesus: and they cast their garments upon the colt, and they set Jesus thereon. 

Luk 19:36  And as he went, they spread their clothes in the way. 

Luk 19:37  And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen; 

Luk 19:38  Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. 

Luk 19:39  And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. 

Luk 19:40  And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out. 

Explanation:

The Lord Jesus was entering Jerusalem to celebrate Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  These festivals celebrated God’s deliverance or saving of the nation.

Passover.  

This feast celebrated how God released Israel from Egyptian slavery when He swept through Egypt killing the firstborn of men and beast (in righteous judgement) but passing over any house that had the blood of a sacrificial lamb painted above the door of the house.  This allowed Moses to lead the nation out.  (Exodus 12:1-15).

The sacrificial lamb represents the Lord Jesus Christ so we can see the great scriptural and spiritual meaning of Jesus entering Jerusalem at this time in history.

Feast of Unleavened Bread.  

This feast went for 7 days, starting on the 15 Nisan, or Abib, corresponding to our months of March and April.

This feast commemorated the provision of God, and fellowship with God.

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem at this time also was the fulfilment of prophecy.

PROPHECY:

	PROPHECY
	CHANCE OF HAPPENING 1 in

	Messiah being born in Bethlehem
	4000

	King entering Jerusalem on a donkey 
	2500

	A herald in front of the Messiah
	1000

	30 pieces of silver buy Potters Field involving the Temple
	100,000

	Messiah to be wounded in his hands
	1000

	As an innocent person do not defend yourself
	100

	Killed with the wicked and buried with the rich
	1000

	His coat gambled for and clothes divided
	1000


ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM

PROPHECY.  Several prophecies were fulfilled at this time.  These are just a couple of examples.

Zechariah 9:9 (487 BC): Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding on a donkey, a colt the foal of a donkey.

KEY WORDS

Donkey/ass.  In Hebrew the word used for the first donkey refers specifically to a male donkey.  The Hebrew word used for the second donkey refers specifically to a female.

The Judges of Israel, before Saul was anointed first king over Israel, used to ride on white donkeys (Judges 5:10).  This tradition continued into the early kings, so the Lord Jesus Christ was associating Himself with the kingship of Israel.  Later kings rode horses but the donkey was a sign that the ruler was also a servant.

FULFILLMENT  (519 years later)

Matthew 21:4,5 (32 AD): All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5  Tell the daughter of Zion, Behold, your King is coming to you, lowly, and sitting on a donkey.  A colt the foal of a donkey.

· Notice the exact fulfilment of prophecy!  Specifically, Jesus entered on a male donkey!  Try and tell me that man wrote this!

3. When Jesus rode into Jerusalem he went to the Temple, no doubt to the apprehension and frustration of the priests. He however fulfilled another prophecy, Malachi 3:1: 

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the LORD, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.

4. Jesus the King had arrived at his capital city on the 10th Nisan, the anniversary over some 1500 years of the day on which the perfect male lamb was brought into the home to be on the 14th Nisan the sacrifice for sin.

5. This entry, which was the only time in His ministry where He was acclaimed as the Messiah, was the end of the 69th week of Daniel's 70 weeks.

(Relevant topic from Bible Topic Book Omnibus:  Prophecy:  Daniel's 70th Week.) 

HIS ACCLAMATION  (The height of His popularity)

PROPHECY

Psalm 118:25,26  [1000BC] 

V25.  Save now, I pray, 0 LORD; 0 LORD, I pray, send now prosperity. 

V26.  Blessed be he that comes in the name of the LORD!  We have blessed you from the house of the LORD.

FULFILLMENT

John 12:12,13 (32 AD): The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 Took branches of palm trees, and went out to meet him, and cried out, Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD! The King of Israel!  

The general population of Jerusalem recognized the sign of the Messiah coming into the city, and waved palm branches to celebrate what they thought would be the imminent removal of the Roman rulers.  

They also put their clothes in His path to indicate their submission.

Jesus was popular for the wrong reason!  The “great multitude” got it wrong thinking He was their political saviour, not their spiritual saviour!

As we know, this height of popularity was very, very short lived.  Three days later this same population rejected Him as king and demanded His death! 

· Aren’t people fickle!  Don’t people have short memories!  

As a leader, your popularity is determined by a fickle group of people who suffer from short term memory loss!

Jesus suffered everything that one could experience:

· He was betrayed by a friend.

· He was persecuted by religious and secular people.

· He was falsely accused and suffered the injustice of an illegal trial.

· He was rejected and abandoned by close friends and family.

· He was innocent but was forced to trade places with Barabbas, who was guilty of sedition against the Romans and of murder.

· He, who was innocent, was physically beaten, whipped, despised, spat on, made fun of and publicly tortured.

· He, who was innocent, was brutally nailed to a cross and hoisted up between two criminals who also delighted in mocking and humiliating Him.

· He, as an innocent Son who perfectly loved His Father, experienced the pain and anguish and emotional confusion of having His Father turn His back on Him, having nothing to do with Him.  Why else would He cry out “My God, My God why have You forsaken Me?”

Such was the animosity towards Jesus that Luke records in Chapter 23 verses 48 and 49:

“And the whole crowd who came together to that sight, seeing what had been done, beat their breasts and returned.  49.  But all his acquaintances, and the women who followed Him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.”

Beating breasts was a sign of mourning (Luke 18:13). 

Jewish women bystanders would offer this as the only public mourning the accused could get because none was permitted after the disposal of their bodies.
Family and friends would usually be present at an execution.  No one stood too close to the cross because that could obstruct the view as most of the crosses were lower to the ground than many modern pictures depict. To Jews, the fact that these women accompanied Jesus‘ group of disciples would have been scandalous.
There were also many who looked on from afar, some knew what was happening but others such as most of the disciples did not see for they were elsewhere nursing their shattered dreams and hiding from fear that they could be rounded up as well. 

There are many other fulfilled prophecies in this event such as the piercing wounds, no bones broken and being buried in a rich man’s tomb.  (Dr P Moses, Harmony of the Gospels Vol 24, p82.)
DOCTRINES

CHRIST TYPES:  PASSOVER AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

1. The Passover is a type of Christ who fulfilled the type on the very day in AD. 32.

2. The Lord Jesus Christ is called our Passover, sacrificed for us.(1 Corinthians 5:7)

3. The Passover lamb was brought into the home four days before the feast to demonstrate that it was without blemish. (Exodus 12:5-6).

4. In fulfilment of the type Jesus Christ had a ministry of over three years to demonstrate that He was eligible to die for the sins of the world due to his unblemished character. (Hebrews 4:15)

5. The lamb tested must be slain by the family to be protected. (Exodus 12:6)

6. The Lord Jesus Christ having been found perfect had to die as a willing sacrifice. (Hebrews 9:22)

7. The blood from the sacrificed lamb had to be applied to the door. (Exodus 12:7)

8. The death of Christ has to be personally recognised and acted upon. This clearly shows the part played by the free will of man and demonstrates the rejection of the concept of universalism which states that not only did Christ die for all, which is true, but that all as a consequence are saved which is not true. (John 3:36)

9 The blood by itself, once applied, was totally able to provide protection against judgment. (Exodus 12:13)

10. The death of Christ once applied to the life is all sufficient in protection against judgment. (Romans 8:1)

11. The firstborn of Egypt died if the protection was not used. (Exodus 12:29)

12. God gave his only begotten Son to save us from the second death. (John 3:16)

FEASTS OF ISRAEL

1. In the Jewish calendar seven feasts were ordained by God for the Jews to follow and to be a sign to all believers.

2. In order the feasts were:-

a) Passover

b) Unleavened Bread

c) First Fruits

d) Pentecost

e) Trumpets

f) Atonement

g) Tabernacles

3. THE PASSOVER (Deuteronomy 16:1-8, Leviticus 23:5) 

Historically

a) This feast originated on the night when the angel of the Lord passed over the land of Egypt immediately prior to the children of Israel leaving their bondage under Moses.

b) A male lamb without blemish was killed on the 14th Nisan having been brought into the house 4 days before, great care being taken that not a bone in its body was broken. (Exodus 12:1-6)

c) The lamb was roasted, eaten with bitter herbs and any portion left was burnt. (Exodus 12:7-10)

d) In the original Passover the blood of the Lamb was daubed on the doorposts and lintels, any such house being spared from the last plague against Egypt. (Exodus 12:21-28) All plagues were against the gods of Egypt.

e) The Passover was on the anniversary of the promise to Abraham. (Exodus 12:41)

Fulfilment

a) The sacrificial lamb represents the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 5:7)

b) Christ died on the 14th Nisan on the cross having entered Jerusalem, the Holy city 4 days before on the 10th Nisan.

c) When the Roman soldiers broke the legs of the thieves they found Jesus dead so no bone in His body was broken. (John 19:32, 33)

d) The roasting of the lamb represents judgment, the bitter herbs representing sins or failures.

e) The eating of the lamb represents faith in the work of Christ i.e. eating and drinking at the communion table.)

f) By faith in Christ we are protected from the final judgment of God. (Romans 8:1)

Currently

a) Each time we celebrate the Lord's supper we are looking back to the cross and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

b) This could also represent salvation to the believer.

4. UNLEAVENED BREAD (Leviticus 23:6-8)

a) This feast lasted for seven days starting on the 15th Nisan and portrays the provision and fellowship with God.

b) The bread was unleavened due to the need to leave Egypt with utmost haste. In addition the wine was without leaven or alcohol - the wine being boiled during this feast. This has been found in Chaldean army instructions when it was feared that the Jews could revolt during the time of unleavened bread if they were served with alcoholic Chaldean beer.

c) As God can have nothing to do with sin God's provision is without leaven as leaven represents evil in the scriptures.

d) There are various forms of leaven in the Bible:-

i) Leaven of the Sadducees - human viewpoint. (Matthew 16:6)

ii) Leaven of the Pharisees - ritualism (Mark 8:15)

iii) Leaven of Herod - worldliness (Mark 8:15)

iv) Leaven of the Corinthians -wantonness(l Corinthians 5:6, 7)

v) Leaven of the Galatians - legalism (Galatians 5:9)

e) Bread made without leaven shows the perfection of Christ. (Leviticus 2:11)

f) This could represent the Christian walk for the believer.

g) The unleavened bread was cooked on a griddle which caused the bread to have stripes. It also had holes. By his stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:5) They will look upon him whom they have pierced.(Zechariah 12:10)

5. FIRST FRUITS (Leviticus 23:9-14)

a) This feast always occurred on a Sunday and was celebrated on the 17th Nisan.

b) This feast portrayed the resurrection of Christ and occurred half-way through the feast of Unleavened Bread.

c) Christ is said to be the first fruits of them that sleep. (1 Corinthians 15:20)

d) Christ rose 3 days after his death on the Passover.

e) The Jews crossed the Red Sea 3 days after leaving bondage.

f) The ark rested on Ararat on this very day after the flood. (Genesis 8:4)

g) This could represent the resurrection body for the believer.

6. PENTECOST (Leviticus 23:15-21)

a) Pente - fifty - this occurred always on a Sunday 50 days or a week of weeks after the first fruits, generally in May or June. (Leviticus 23:15)

b) It represents the dispersion of the Jews which occurred historically in AD 70 and there followed a long gap to the next feast representing the long time the Jews would be out of the land.

c) Pentecost in the year of the crucifixion was the day on which the Church age started with the baptism of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem. (Acts 2:1-4).

d) At Pentecost, 3,000 were born again; at the giving of the law, 3,000 were killed.

7. TRUMPETS (Leviticus 23:23, 24)

a) This occurred in September, the blowing of the trumpets representing the coming of the king. It is the Jewish New Year Day.

b) This represents the return of the Lord Jesus Christ for his Church at the Rapture. The Jews recognise this as the day on which God would again have a relationship with the Jews.

8. ATONEMENT (Leviticus 23:26-32)

a) This occurred ten days after the feast of trumpets. It represents the fact that believing Jews only enter into the Millennium.

b) From evaluation of (Daniel 12:11 & 12) and parallel passages it is apparent that there is a period of judgment at the second advent of some 45 days. This is a period of the wheat and tares, the sheep and the goats. The unbelievers are baptised with fire. (Matthew 3:11,12.) The believers enter the Millennium.

c) This was the only day of the year that the high priest was able to enter the Holy of Holies bringing a bowl of blood, once for himself and once for the nation. (Hebrews 9:6-7). His entry represents the sacrifice of Christ.

d) Christ's sacrifice is the fulfilment of this ritual. Christ only had to make one offering, as he was sinless, for the sins of the world. (Hebrews 9:11-14) On the feast of Atonement red wool, the Atonement Lot, was tied to the temple pillar. After the blood was spilt the lot turned white until the time of the cross. Afterwards it stayed red. This sign showed Christ's once and for all sacrifice.

9. TABERNACLES (Leviticus 23:33-36)

This occurred five days after the feast of Atonement and lasted a week. It represents the Millennial reign of Christ and the perfect provision and environment provided. (Deuteronomy 16:13-15, Romans 8:19-22)

10. It is of interest that the two feasts that speak of God's perfect provision - Unleavened Bread and Tabernacles - were a week duration whilst the others were for a day, speaking of a point in time occurrence such as the crucifixion, resurrection or rapture of the Church.

11. SUMMARY

a) PASSOVER fulfilled at The Crucifixion on Passover AD 32

b) UNLEAVENED BREAD fulfilled at Burial of Christ on Unleavened Bread AD 32

c) FIRST-FRUITS fulfilled at Resurrection of Christ on First-Fruits AD 32

d) PENTECOST fulfilled at End of Jewish Age on Pentecost AD 32

e) TRUMPETS to be fulfilled at Rapture of Church

f) ATONEMENT to be fulfilled at Second Advent of Christ

g) TABERNACLES to be fulfilled at Millennial reign of Christ

12. As Paul had seen the literal fulfilment of the first four feasts in some 8 weeks in AD 32 it is hardly surprising that he would expect to be in the "rapture generation" (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 2 Thessalonians 2:1)

CONCLUSION

We can now see that the Lord Jesus’ popularity was very, very short lived!

· Sadly we have to note that the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is still not popular today.

Why is the Gospel unpopular?

My theory is that people find the Gospel message very confronting.  People do not like to be told that they will go to Hell “just because they don’t believe in Jesus Christ.”

I remember from my non-Christian days what I thought about Jesus Christ and Hell.  I have been an unbeliever for twice as long as a believer!

I used to stand around the bar (strangely enough we used to jokingly call it going to church because it was a Sunday morning) saying that Hell was a good place where we could drink all the time, joke with your mates surrounded by pretty girls and Heaven would be boring because all the “party pooper wowsers” were there.  

In other words, people prefer going to Hell because they think they can continue doing the fun popular things!

How I thank God that He has shown me how wrong I was!  How I thank Him that He saved me from myself!  How I thank Him that He gave me the chance to study Hell!

Hell is nothing like this naïve, mistaken but popular notion.

Why is it popular?  Because it lulls you into a false sense of security, just like how a snail curls up into its shell before you squash it out of existence!

Hell is where sin is given free reign.  Think of all the sin we see and hear around us everyday.  Hell is the addition of all that is evil on earth, just like Heaven is an addition to all that is good on earth.

Who really is in Hell?  

Revelation 21:8

“But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

1. Cowards.  People who refused the Gospel because they were too scared to give up the things of the world or were too scared of losing friends and being made fun of.

2. Unbelieving.  These are atheists, and people who believe in another god, and people who are pretend Christians.  They look like Christians, say all the right things, but in their hearts, the part that only God can see, they do not believe that Jesus Christ is Lord.  They do not believe the gospel or hold to any of its truths.  They are religious.

3. Abominable.  Includes those who live in open sin; who practice detestable crimes; whose conduct causes disgust and abhorrence.  Sadly, this is a large group of people.  

4. Murderers.

5. Sexually immoral.  Another major group of people that is growing.  We are hearing more and more about paedophilia.

6. Sorcerers:  Clairvoyants, fortune tellers, witches (white and black, the Lord does not discriminate), and drug users.  The Greek word for sorcerers is where we get the word pharmacy.  Have you seen how drug addicts behave and live their lives?  It is not a pretty or heart warming sight.

7. Idolaters.  Those who worship devils, or any idols representing God, or Christ, or the Virgin Mary, or saints.  People whose God is money fall into this category.  The living God of the Bible and the person of the Lord Jesus Christ is the only focus of our worship.  Everything else is idolatry.

8. Liars.  Both to God and man.  How do you feel when you find out you’ve been lied to?

Add to this list Satan and all his demons!  Do you still want to pin your eternal destiny on popular opinion?

I would like to end with a proverb, I don’t know its origin, but it made me stop and think.

“WHAT IS POPULAR IS RARELY RIGHT, AND WHAT IS RIGHT IS RARELY POPULAR.”
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