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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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ISAIAH

The Prophetic Book about Christ and His Love for His People, and the story of His plan and His power to deliver them, and the essential truth that they needed to see, that deliverance comes in his power alone.

INTRODUCTION

Isaiah’s name means “The Lord is Salvation”. This is the substance of the book; God’s message into the great time of crisis that Isaiah ministers within; that deliverance from the enemy is from God alone. The arm of flesh will fail but the hand of the Lord is always strong to deliver his own. 

Isaiah was born of an aristocratic family on both sides; with his mother and father’s people being either descendents of priests or royalty.  He moved at the top levels of his society from his birth and that was the area of his ministry. He stood at a crossroad in history, when a time of crisis came that could have swept away the entire nations of Israel and Judah. 

The people stood on the brink of the fifth cycle of divine discipline, Leviticus 26, due to their sin of rejection of the Lord’s path for them. Isaiah was God’s prophet of warning to them. He was faithful in his message and the Lord gave him the greatest of revelations since the days of Moses regarding the Messiah who was to come. 

The Lord prepares all of us for our specific and unique ministries, and we are born and born again into a context, both historical and cultural, in which we are called to serve. Isaiah reminds us that we are to seek the Lord’s face about where we minister, and that our background is God ordained and will often provide the clue as to where we are to serve. 

He spoke in the darkest days of the history of the people of God. The Assyrian Empire was at it’s height. They controlled much of the Middle East and were cruel and tyrannical masters of other nations. They practised genocide regularly, deported populations who rebelled and murdered their captives in the most cruel of ways. They practised psychological warfare against those they came against, destroying their will to fight by their great evils well before they besieged a city. 

Isaiah was called to prophetic ministry in 740 BC in the southern kingdom of Judah, the year King Uzziah died. Uzziah had been a great believer in his early days, and a militarily strong king, but walked away in disobedience later, was struck with leprosy, and his son shared a co-regency in his last years. 

Jotham ruled from 750-732 BC, then Ahaz, from 732-715 BC, then Hezekiah from 715-686 BC. The role call of the kings of Judah does not give a sense of awe, for they were weak and carnal men who failed God and chose badly. The days of Isaiah remind us that our destiny rests not in the hands of men but in the hands of God whose plan will work out. 

We are all called to pray for our leadership, and if Isaiah could be obedient to this command then so can we be. He didn’t run them down, he faithfully preached the truth to them; just so we are called to proclaim the Lord’s policy whether the leaders will hear or not, and we are not to be dismayed at their paganism.

To the north in the kingdom of Israel there were a series of palace coups and the kings were evil men, but patriots who hated the Assyrians and were aggressively opposed to the growth of the Assyrian Empire. They were the men of strength and would have been admired by many in the South as they stood against the evil empire, although they themselves practised paganism. They stood for military strength rather than dependence upon almighty God. 

In the south, Ahaz of Judah followed a pro-Assyrian policy, trusting in diplomacy rather than truth and faith. Both policies were wrong and Isaiah found himself standing up and proclaiming the unpopular truth to all. Isaiah’s message was to trust in the Lord  alone, not to any devices and plans of mere men. Isaiah’s days are like our own, and this book reminds us to place our trust in the Lord alone and lean not to our own understanding, but in all ways to acknowledge the Lord, who alone can direct our paths safely in the midst of an evil world.

Ahaz even ignored the Temple itself and through his reign the sacrificial system fell into decay. Genuine worship all but ceased in the land and the great Temple of Solomon itself fell into disrepair and became a junk storage area. The sacrifices may have continued to be offered but the Temple was no longer a glory, it became a disgrace. Under Hezekiah there were reforms and the Temple was cleansed of the filth of the years, and the books of Moses, and likely of David and others were found under the rubbish. 

Under Ahaz Isaiah had been unable to minister fully due to the total rejection of the truth by those in power, but he had maintained his testimony and so under Hezekiah was recalled to lead the revival in the face of an Assyrian invasion of the land. Isaiah led the great revival during the year long siege of Jerusalem and the people were saved by the Lord’s divine deliverance.

Isaiah ministered to Hezekiah faithfully throughout his reign and saw the king’s days lengthened by God, but also saw his evil son come to power. Hezekiah’s son Manasseh did great evil in his early reign and martyred the old prophet by having him sawn in half. Hebrews 11:37. 

Can we say that Isaiah was blessed? This man challenges us to examine the service of the Lord, just as Hebrews chapter eleven challenges us to look at what “blessing” really is. Isaiah was blessed by the Lord and in heaven received great reward and will enjoy them forever, but in time he suffered and endured a painful death as a sacrifice to truth in a day where truth was not valued. 

From God’s perspective he was honoured with the martyr’s crown, and the testimony of his life and death may have finally led Manasseh himself to repentance. Isaiah certainly challenges the falsity of the “prosperity gospel” so called!

ATTACKS UPON THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH

Since the 1770s there has been sustained attack upon the unity of the book, with the German critics arguing that chapters 1 – 39 and 40 – 66 are two separate books, with at least two authors. The second part of the book they ascribe to an author they called, “Deutero-Isaiah”. The Isaiah scroll, discovered at Qumran, dates from at least 100BC, and is a unified document, nor is there any Jewish tradition other than that Isaiah is one book. 

The pagan German “critics” produced a philosophy of theology that led to Nietzsche and directly to Nazism with it’s anti-Semitism. Their views and their legacy betray their source! There never was historical evidence of two Isaiahs. The two sections of the book differ in style because of their different purpose; the later part of the book are a series of collected sermons and so their style differs from the early section. 

What the critics cannot stand and must explain is predictive prophecy. In Isaiah 44:26-28 there is specific reference to Cyrus of Persia. If Isaiah wrote this around 700 BC, his occurs several hundred years before Cyrus reigns over the Persian Empire, and is something that the pagan Germans could not allow, for they rejected all reference to the miraculous, in both Old and New Testaments. 

Our position is that prophetic truth is to be expected from the God who rules over history, and in this book the presence of predictive history is to be seen as “normal”, given the supernatural deliverance of the people during this time directly by the hand of God. God moves in history, and saves or judges his people. 

It is of note that the Germany people were judged twice with destruction and defeat within 150 years of their acceptance of the evils of so called “higher criticism”. Do not be misled by this apparent “scholarly” viewpoint, for it reflects a deviousness in logic that ignores the testimony of history and rejects the supernatural as real. 

Our faith is an historical faith and a supernatural faith! The god of the liberal “critics” has never existed and their views were spun by deists in the university towns of Germany, not through any knowledge of biblical archaeology or biblical faith.   In the 200 years since the critics launched their attack there is no evidence that proves Isaiah is an older invention and every reason to believe in “One Isaiah”, especially with the Dead Sea Scroll’s discovery.  The New Testament writers clearly believed in one Isaiah and the Lord quotes from both sections referring to the one author. It was a key book for the early church, as they saw in it the revelation of the Lord and the message of hope under great pressure. Isaiah was the great Prophet of the past and the church looked to him, as also did Ezekiel and Jeremiah a century later, as setting the standard of the classic prophet, as both fore-teller and forth-teller. 

As you will see below the book does not fall into two sections, but into three with the third being a prose section binding the other two. The themes of the book are unified and speak of God’s work amongst his people as part of his plan, and the importance of, what we would call, “walking in the Spirit”. The book details the plan of God and the need for all men to walk in obedience to the plan, or face the consequences of disobedience; failure to fulfil their purpose upon the earth, and judgment in eternity. 

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH

(Following Dr J Vernon McGee – Thru the Bible Radio Commentary)

SECTION 1
CHAPTERS 1- 35 (POETRY SECTION)

THE REVELATION OF THE SOVEREIGN KING UPON THE THRONE OF HEAVEN AND EARTH

Uzziah has died but the Lord almighty reigns over all of history. When his man dies the plan continues, because it does not depend upon frail and foolish men but upon the character of God. 

	CHAPTERS
	TOPIC

	1
	God as judge of the court of heaven gives out his charges against the evil of the nation of Israel.

	2
	God gives prophetic history of Judah and the city of Jerusalem.

	3
	The present situation in Judah and Jerusalem before Isaiah starts preaching.

	4
	Preview of the future – God has a plan and obedience begins participation in that plan.

	5
	Parable of the Vineyard – and woes predicted if they will not repent. Echoes of Moses and John 15.

	6
	Isaiah’s call and commission as a prophet, underlining the need for certainty in each call to preach and lead.

	7-10
	Numerous predictions of the prophetic future of man’s kingdoms in relation to Israel and God’s plan.

	11-12
	The final stage of this world’s history in God’s plan – The Millennial Kingdom.

	13-14
	The history in advance (prophecies concerning) of the kingdoms of Babylon.

	15-16
	The prophetic history of Moab.

	17
	The prophetic history of the kingdom of Damascus.

	18
	The prophetic history of the Kingdom of the Rivers of Ethiopia.

	19-20
	The prophetic history of Egypt.

	21
	Babylon, Edom and Arabia.

	22
	The Valley of Vision.

	23
	The prophetic history of  the kingdom of Tyre.

	24-34
	The policy, process, and program by which the throne of the Lord is established upon the earth. All prophetic history is moving towards the climax of history, which is the Lord’s rule over the earth, before the earth and the universe itself is replaced with the new heavens and earth. Isaiah’s visions cover all of time future from his day until the end of time and space in this creation.

	35
	The blessings of the Millennial Kingdom of the Lord for mankind at that time.


SECTION 2
PROSE

HISTORIC INFORMATION

This section gives the details of the Assyrian invasion as “a case history” of God’s deliverance. This is a passage of encouragement for all of God’s people when under maximum pressure, to ensure they keep on standing in faith in the plan of God, assured that his will and plan is going to work out.  2 Kings 18-19, 2 Chronicles 29-30.

	CHAPTERS
	TOPIC

	36
	The invasion of Sennacherib King of Assyria and Hezekiah’s response.

	37
	King Hezekiah’s prayer and the destruction of the Assyrian Army.

	38
	Hezekiah’s sickness unto death, his prayer, and his healing.

	39
	His act of arrogant foolishness with the Babylonians.


SECTION 3
POETRY

THE MESSAGES OF SALVATION IN THE LORD ALONE

	CHAPTERS
	TOPIC

	40-48
	Salvation comes only through the Servant of the Lord, not through religious activities.

	49-57
	Salvation comes only through the Suffering Servant

	58-66
	The Glory of God comes through the Suffering Servant


Chapters 49 to 66 can be further subdivide as follows

	SECTIONS
	TOPIC

	49:1-52:12
	God’s Saviour for the whole world is the Suffering Servant

	52:13-53
	He is God’s sacrificial Lamb

	54-57
	He is God’s effective Saviour who gains redemption for all

	58-59
	Sin hinders God’s glory

	60-66
	Redemption and Salvation will come – nothing can stop the victory of God’s servant. Sin will be effectively and finally judged.


There are sixty six direct quotes from Isaiah in the New Testament – it is a vital book for us to understand. It’s themes encompass the entire of human history from it’s own day until the end of the Millennial kingdom. This is a vital book to understand. Let us enter it with anticipation as to what the Holy Spirit will bring to our attention. 1 Peter 1:10-11, 2 Peter 1:19-21.


CHAPTER 40

This begins a section that has been described as “the poetry of salvation”. It speaks of comfort, and the only true source of comfort is the Lord, his prophets, his Word of Truth. The only comfort there can be is the comfort of knowing the truth and being able to apply it into your life and rest upon the promises knowing they are dependable. 

In chapters 40-66 we have a series of doctrinally powerful poetic form sermons that Isaiah gave at different times, although most may come from the terrible year of the siege in 701-700 BC that we have just seen discussed. These messages were the ones that changed the remnant of the nation of Judah hold up within the city of Jerusalem. 

The liberal critics, who hate all doctrinal teaching refer to these sermons as coming from a man of the return of the exiles period who they call “Deutero-Isaiah”. Such a man never existed; these are the words of Isaiah, and are recognized as such by the Lord himself, who quotes from both segments of Isaiah as from one man. In the Dead Sea Scroll of Isaiah there is no indication that the people of 200 BC believed Isaiah was two books. Choose your company here! 

I select that of the Lord and the apostles, all of whom were 2000 years closer to the time of Isaiah. I reject the company of liberals who I wont have to put up with in heaven anyway, for they not only reject Isaiah, they reject the miracles, the virgin birth, the resurrection and the reality of the second advent. We have no company with such pagans who simply play act the Christian faith like the hypocrites of Jesus and Isaiah’s day. No more distractions, let us enter the book’s last section and see the truths that the servant of the Lord has of the great servant who he prophecies is coming.
1  Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.

The message is one of comfort to a people in sore need of encouragement given the pressure they find themselves facing. The Lord calls them “my people”, and is known as “your God”. There is ownership taken here by the Lord over them. They can cast their cares upon him for he is their God. We can have confidence and comfort in our soul because we are his. The prophet will give solid doctrinal promises and principles which give comfort, whereas the emotional religion they have practiced has provided nothing but false hope, for it was built upon false premises. Bible doctrine is the comfort in tight places. Isaiah 35:3-4, 41:10-14, 49:13-17, 57:13-19, 61:1-3, 66:10-14, Jeremiah 31:10-14, Zephaniah 3:14-17, 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18, Hebrews 6:16-20. Refer to the doctrinal study of CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONFIDENCE.
2  Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD's hand double for all her sins.

The comfort is for Jerusalem, for she will be saved from the enemy. Her iniquity, which is real, has been pardoned. She has received double for her sins; with both Sargon II and now Sennacherib attacking their land. This time they have lost up to 80% of their people also! Is this fair of the Lord? They have received double blessings for many years and they have ignored the truth, now they have paid the price of rejecting the words of prophets and ignoring their obligation to be holy before their God in the city called for him.  Judgment is God’s “strange work”, Isaiah 28:21, but it is God’s response to persistent and deliberate rejection of His Word and His Prophets.
Isaiah is to speak and to “cry” out to them with passion, urgency, and power in his words. He is to put heart, mind and body into this presentation, for it is the most important message for these people. From those who have received much, then much is required. Judgment begins in the house of the Lord. God has done everything to avoid this judgment.
My wife and I were reflecting upon a crooked minister today in regard to this. Two of his trusted elders, who were good men, died within a year of each other after his fall. They had failed to rein this bad man in and so had allowed things to occur that ought not to have. The Lord appeared to have judged them quite harshly, but they were the blessed of the Lord in that place, and their responsibility was to speak the truth, and they apparently failed to do so! 

With the Lord’s judgment of Israel there is a set time for them to suffer because of their rejection; the plan has specific details that in the last days will be their encouragement. There are “days appointed” for their suffering in accordance with the plan, and then blessing forever. Daniel 9:24-27, 11:35, 12:4-13. There is no redemption until salvation; no forgiveness until confession. The nation must face their sin, and they will, and they will at that time be purged of all evil and the saved remnant will enter the Millennial Kingdom.  Jeremiah 33:6-9, 1 Corinthians 6:9-11.
3  The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Sennacherib has boasted that he will destroy this people and their city, yet this is the very city that the Messiah will come to, and he will have his herald go before him to prepare his way. He will speak into the wilderness, for even in his day the powers that rule will not want the truth told too close to their capital city! There is good news for the people of Jerusalem, but there is also bad news in the message of both Isaiah and the coming messenger and his king, for the people have come close to disaster both times through their apostasy. They will heed Isaiah for one generation but within one hundred years they will go into captivity totally and the city will be lost. Jeremiah will be the prophet in the wilderness then, but John the Baptist will be the one whose death will begin the count down to destruction for the second time. He announces Messiah, and when Messiah is “cut off” the city will have less than forty years before it falls totally and utterly to the Romans. Daniel will complete this prophetic word 150 years later than Isaiah. Daniel 9:25-26. 

Notice some facts about John the Baptist. He is referred to as a voice. It is his message not his person that is significant. He had to be a humble man, ready to be just the voice, not a star in his own right. John passed this test many times and passed his own disciples over to the Lord once his job was done. John was a mature believer and had a strong knowledge of doctrine and communicated it well to all who would come and hear him. People had to desire the truth a great deal for he made them come a day’s march into the desert to hear him. Matthew 3:1-3, Mark 1:2-5, Luke 3:2-6, John 1:23.  Refer to the study of the life of JOHN THE BAPTIST.

The message required action before they even met the one he spoke of. They had to prepare the way for the Lord in their own hearts. Malachi 3:1, 4:5-6, Luke 1:12-17, 59-80. The message was in effect, you are all not ready to meet the king, get ready now, for he is close! Luke 3:7-20. The response was to be doctrinal, to learn of him from the scriptures, but it was pre-eminently moral and social. They were to do right in their moral and family lives. Isaiah of course did exactly what John would later do. 

God provided the people with positive volition to hear the truth, John’s job was to teach the truth, and leave the crowd pulling to the Lord. God lifts us up, we are best to leave the marketing to him and not trust the marketing agencies! When we do the Lord’s work we must aim to spiritually position ourselves so as to receive what the Lord gives, not what man can give us.   Safety is purely and solely found exactly where the Lord would have us, doing what he would have us do.

4  Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain:

We do not have to speculate about this being a reference to geography, for John has lived now, and we can see that nothing happened to the geographical status of the land. There will be a change to the geography of the land when the Lord returns but this reference is to something other than mountains and valleys. The reference is to the road makers of the day, who achieved amazing feats in moving mountains and cutting through areas that others did not believe possible. 

Sennacherib was one such man. He did it for evil, but the people are urged to be mentally and physically ready to make the rough places smooth so that all of the people, no matter how frail can walk, see and hear the words of the Lord’s servant. It is a call to spiritual readiness, not major road engineering! They have been walking in dark and rough places; they have been avoiding the open gaze of the Lord upon them, and are also poetically urged to walk in the plains, to deal with their spiritual dark places, and live now where they may be seen and see. They have hidden in hypocrisy and need to be open in repentance. Luke 18:9-14.  
5  And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

The Lord’s glory will be seen, for he will reveal himself and all the people will see his glory together. Now this has moved from the day’s of John to the days of the Second Advent, for all the people of the earth did not, indeed could not see anything “together” until our days of instantaneous television/internet. Only in our day is this possible and this word is looking into our day. 

Isaiah links the two advents in his prophecies as from his viewpoint the great events are both far off and merge without him being able to see at the time of the great gap between them. This happens to all who walk towards great mountains; they see from a distance what appears to be a solid wall of mountains, but once they have reached the first they see that what looked like a part of that same mountain is actually another higher one many miles away across a great valley separating them. Jesus had spoken of the messenger coming again before his second advent, as John the Baptist had come before his first. Others from the prophets recorded that there were in fact two witnesses who would come in the terrible days of the Great Tribulation, and the words above, like those of John, would be their message. Psalms 72:18-19, 96:1-13, 102:16-22, Luke 2:10-14, John 1:14, 12:41, 2 Corinthians 3:18, 4:5-6, Hebrews 1:1-4.
6  The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field:

The message of the voice is the message of God to the people to confront the reality of their lives and the reality of the price of their sinful state. The prophet is told to cry aloud, with passion, focus, purpose and total devotion to the truth so that all hear these words and understands them. They are first to reflect upon the temporary nature of their lives and the frailty of all the great achievements of men. 

All we do, no matter how beautiful, even if it is like the beauty of a flower, and all men say, “it is wonderful”, it is still as frail as a flower, and it dies and is forgotten. Human good works is all “wood, hay and stubble”; it makes good fire starting material, but it does not last. All work done in the power and under the direction of the Holy Spirit is “gold, silver and precious stones”. Cast them in the fire and they are refined and still there at the end. Isaiah’s message is good news; there is hope and a lasting destiny for man, but it is within the plan of God and under the guiding hand of the Lord. Romans 2:5-11, 8:8, 1 Corinthians 2:16-3:17, Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5, Hebrews 6:1.

7  The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. 8  The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.

The grass withers under the winds and is finally blown away and become dust. No matter how great the man, he is still heading for dust, and all he does is dust. All that is purely physical goes away and leaves no discernable trace, but the Word of God stands firm through all the ages of men and is there as a testimony to what truly matters and what genuinely lasts. Psalms 138:2, 1 Corinthians 2:16, Hebrews 3:7, 4:12, 1 Peter 1:20-25. There is deliverance for the saints in the midst of the perils of the fires, or the raging waters of this life; for the Lord preserves us through all troubled times. Psalms 32:6-7, 46:1-3, 69:1-7, 144:1-10, John 14:1, 27.
9  O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!

This also is a verse that the Lord indicates applies to a time later than his first advent. Matthew 24:15-23, Mark 13:14, Luke 17:31-33. With the unfolding nature of revelation, we now stand with more information that Isaiah had, for he is the second, after Moses, to speak of these things fully. Daniel will follow him, Daniel 9 and 12, and so add more, then Zechariah, and finally John will draw on all sources to write Revelation under the guidance of the Lord. The times that the people of that day face will be awful like no other time before or afterwards, but there is good hope in the midst of the great evil that surrounds them, for the Messiah is coming and he will arrive at Jerusalem on schedule. There is glory and deliverance in the end, but first they must flee in order to survive. 

The Word gives us our orders, and we had better get them right. To stand when the order is to flee, is to die! At the darkest time the Lord is coming and he will be there for his people. The people are told to lift up their voice and cry out their glory shout, for their God reigns and he has returned to establish his kingdom. Refer to the www.ebcwa.org.au website and study the book by Dr Peter Moses, “From Here To Eternity”. Isaiah 59:15-21, 1 Timothy 3:16, Acts 1:6-11.
10  Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.

He comes with power and majesty to establish his reign. He has work to do and does it in judgment of the enemy, but then he has rewards to give out on the battlefield, and he will do that also, rewarding the saints for their steadfastness in the battles. Zechariah 2:2-11, John 12:13-15. The people of Jerusalem thought it was all about to be fulfilled in their day, but they were wrong, and their disappointment turned to resentment against the Lord within days. Refer to the study on REWARDS AND CROWNS.  

He came meekly riding upon an ass the first time, as the prince of peace, but he comes the second time with the arm of power and in power and majesty he will rule the nations. Psalms 2:8-12, 66:3, 110:1-7. Even before the second advent of the Lord he has, through his work upon the earth during his first advent all “power and authority” to rule, and gives us orders in the present age to be followed absolutely. Matthew 28:18, Ephesians 1:19-23, Philippians 2:9-16.
11  He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.

Although he has total and absolute power right now, it is withheld at present and he operates through the church and the Holy Spirit upon the earth through grace. He is the Saviour and the offer remains open for man at this time to accept him as such. For the saved through all the ages of mankind upon this earth he is also the shepherd of our souls. The Lord is the Good Shepherd, Psalms 23, the Chief Shepherd, Psalms 24, and the Great Shepherd, Psalms 25. With this Davidic picture firmly in the people’s minds, Isaiah is able to draw upon the doctrine they know and build new things into it. Psalms 77:20, 80:1, Jeremiah 13:17, 31:10, 19, Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23-28, Matthew 9:36, 12:10-15, John 10:1-15.  

The total picture of the Lord’s care over the flock is that of a loving and kind carer of the soul of the loved ones. The Lord loves us and seeks our loving response to that love of his. John 21:15-19. If we love him we care for and feed his sheep!  Refer to the doctrinal studies on CHRIST - SHEPHERD, and also for pastoral application CHURCH - SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP.
12  Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance? 13  Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or being his counsellor hath taught him? 14  With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understanding?

These verses, like a number through Isaiah, sound a lot like some of the passages of Job, the most ancient of all books in the Bible predating Moses by possibly a thousand years. Look at the words of God to Job in Job chapters 11:7-9, then chapters 38-41. The Lord’s words here echo much of this and underline the message of the temporary nature and general frailty of man, and the permanence of God the creator of all we see. The Lord will not be taught by men, nor can man criticize God with any legitimacy in the criticism. We start to recover from our sins when we come to our senses and face God as God and stop fooling ourselves about who we are; it is the Lord alone who makes the rules, and decides who we are and where we are to serve and how. 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 12-13. Only God can reveal God, and when he does we ought to listen carefully. These verses echo also the Psalms 102:24-28, 104:1ff, especially 31-35, also Proverbs 8:22-31, 30:4-6.
15  Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up the isles as a very little thing. 16  And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering. 17  All nations before him are as nothing; and they are counted to him less than nothing, and vanity.

The great nations are, in the context of even the history of man, a drop in the bucket of time, let alone the bucket of eternity. They are weighed in the balances of God and are found to be of no significance in the values of the universe. All that man can do in his own strength is of no worth, yet what we do in the power of the Holy Spirit is of supreme value before the Lord, for he has done it through us. Through the filling of the Holy Spirit we have transformed ourselves from earthbound to heavenly, from human good to divine good, from what decays to what lasts forever. Refer to the study the doctrinal sections, CARNALITY - SPIRITUALITY (HUMAN GOOD VERSUS DIVINE GOOD). 

There is not enough timber to burn, nor animals to be burnt for burnt offerings to impress the Lord. What the Lord wants to see, is not more works of men to impress him, but obedience from men, and for them to walk in the Spirit and so do his work. All that man can do is “vanity” (Hebrew word = tohu = chaos); it has no lasting value, for it is chaotic, confusion, useless, and is swept away by the winds of time itself. Psalms 50:7-15, Micah 6:6-8, Zephaniah 2:11, Hebrews 10:5-14. Refer back to the testimony of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon who was led to the Lord by Daniel to see him praise God for these things. Daniel 4:34-37.
18  To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him? 19  The workman melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver chains. 20  He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved.

If man seeks to “make” an image of God he seeks to do a truly foolish thing, for the creator is unable to be likened to anyone or thing, for he is the maker of them all, and to compare him to his works is to mix the origin with the effect, the mover with the moved! Isaiah speaks ruthlessly of the maker of idols here. 

The idol factories of Nineveh and Babylon operated smelters and workshops just like he describes here, and given the idolatry of the day it is likely that a small operation worked in or outside Jerusalem and Isaiah mocks it here. Here we have clever men smelting and covering their god; man is making the representation of the maker and does not see the stupidity of it. The people who don’t have that sort of money to buy gold, select a strong and rot resistant piece of wood, a cunning carver and he makes them a little wooden god! In our day we would say, he makes himself a little Pinocchio and worships it! To worship anything other than the true God who made the heavens and the earth is stupidity, yet man continues to ignore this truth. Jeremiah 2:11-12, 16:20-21.       

The true God keeps you standing, but your false god, made with men’s hands, you need to be careful of, or it falls over. Today we worship money, power, sex, position, car, job, a sport or an art or culture, yet all these things depend on the works of men! Let us worship the Lord alone. Moses’ words rang loudly in the ears of the people of Isaiah’s day but they had ignored them. Exodus 8:10, 9:14, 15:1-6, 26, 18:10-11, 19:5-6, 20:1-7, Deuteronomy 33:26-29. 

The Psalmist echoes these words also, Psalms 86:8-15, 89:5-8, 113:1-5, 115:4-16, 135:15-21. The people were without excuse, even before Isaiah warns them again! God was truly gracious to these people, and he remains gracious to us, until this very day; man still may respond to the Lord freely and be saved, but the clock is ticking towards the last day, when it will be to late.
21  Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the beginning? have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth? 22  It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in:

Isaiah now spells out the futility and lack of logic behind all forms of heathenism; that idolatry is a most stupid thing for in all it’s ways it acknowledges that the one who made all things is superior to the god they serve. Within man there is a God consciousness that to worship an idol you have to ignore or over ride. All people innately know that they are creations of a creator. They have also heard the Gospel message and so are without excuse before their God. All man must do is look upwards to the heavens and ask obvious questions and they will be led directly to the creator God. Psalms 19:1-4, 7-14, Proverbs 8:22-31, Romans 1:18-23. 

It is clear that the earth had a foundation; there is no eternity of matter. Psalms 2:4, 29:10, 68:33-34, 102:25-27, 104:2. This is a matter that has been debated right through to our own day when physics and astronomy have come together with the “Big Bang” theory or origins and now no-one argues for eternity of matter, for it is obvious that everything that is was created at a point in time. Isaiah argues 2700 years ago that this is obvious to a thinker then, and as for the fools who will not ask the right question, they are responsible for their fate! The universe is simply a tent for man’s dwelling; there is no other reason for the existence of this world and all the others out there, but to provide a stage for the drama of redemption to be played out upon. Man is like a grasshopper upon the earth; an annoying pest that could be eradicated, yet God does not deal with us that way! God’s grace plan is so different to the thing we deserve, yet he persists with us, and keeps the door of salvation open to us all.
23  That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity. 24  Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble.

God’s character is such that all men have a choice as to their eternal outcome, and the right to decide what they do with their life. There is unlimited atonement provided, sufficient for all mankind through the ages and the only reason a person is in then Lake of Fire with Satan and his fallen angels, is that this is the company they preferred rather than face the creator God. God is ready to save to the uttermost, all who come to him by faith, and the Holy Spirit is active in his work of conviction upon mankind that none might be without excuse before their maker. 

Throughout scripture there is the dynamic reality of man’s choice and God’s choice interwoven so that the holiness and righteousness of God, and the freedom and responsibility of man are both maintained. Jeremiah 29: 11-16, Matthew 20:28, John 6:32-40, 7:17, 8:21-36, 9:39-41, 10:7-11, 11:25-27, 12:27-33, 15:16, 16:7-11, Acts 17:26-28, 2 Corinthians 5:18-20, Colossians 2:14, 2 Peter 3:9, 1 John 2:2. Refer to the doctrinal study of ATONEMENT.

The princes of this world exercise power and think they are pretty special, yet they have no power at all that the Lord does not let them have, and the judges may consider themselves wise and great, but all their concepts of justice flow only from the one who made the worlds with order! All is brought to “tohu”, a state of chaos because these men have left the obvious existence of the true God out of their calculations. Psalms 2:1-5, 46:8-10, 102:12-18. 

They will all be blown away like chaff because they have ignored the obvious. They feel they have planted themselves in strength and power and will last forever. Just like all the others Hitler’s “thousand year Reich” was swept away after less than twenty years! As a great historian once said, “Man proposes, God disposes”! People and nations are judged because they have rejected the King of kings and mocked the Lord of lords. Romans 1:18-32, Revelation 19:11-21, 20:11-15.
25  To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. 40:26  Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth.

Just like the words to Job, God speaks again here through Isaiah, reminding man that the creator has no simile, nor comparison, for the maker cannot be compared to anything made. There are no comparisons, nor equals with God, for he is the unmade maker.  Just look up and see the stars and be amazed man! The stars do not fail in their assigned purpose, and until they “fall from the sky” at the appointed time the heavens will remain in place as they were made, for all things are there for God’s purpose not man’s purposes. God has the power; man has no power here at all. Bluntly Isaiah challenges his generation and ours to face the facts of the world’s existence and get on our knees before the Lord of all. Deuteronomy 4:14-31, Ephesians 1:19-23, Colossians 1:16-17. The right response to reality is to praise the Lord with all our hearts and minds. Psalms 148:1ff.
27  Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the LORD, and my judgment is passed over from my God? 28  Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding.

Why is it that stupid men think they can hide their sins and foolishness from the God who sees all things. Psalms 31:22, 77:7-15. The Jewish people of Isaiah’s day are referred to as both Israel and Jacob. The prophet uses both names for the nation, indicating there is foolishness on the part of both believer and unbeliever in the nation. Both will be judged for their stupidity in these matters. Mark 8:17-21, 9:19-24, 16:14-16, 1 Corinthians 6:1-11, 16-20. 

The rebuke from earlier verses is repeated; why have they not heard and understood the words of the Lord’s prophet. They all stand without excuse, for the Lord’s man has spoken clearly to them all. God is wearied with man’s sin, idolatry, and stupidity in one sense, Isaiah 7:13, but yet he does not extinguish men without warning, and he maintains grace and mercy towards them until there is no other alternative but judgment. Look at the Lord’s parable in Luke 18:1-8. Once again we are reminded how pitifully small the remnant of the saved are at the end of the Great Tribulation period.
29  He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength. 30  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall:

There is hope right until judgment falls. God is a never exhausted source of strength for all who will come to him to seek his blessing. There is never a power shortage, nor does he have a will power problem in any way; for the Lord consistently seeks man’s good and blessing, only man selects the other option by persistent disobedience and insult towards the plan of God. The Lord turns all weaknesses into strengths in Christ Jesus. There is nothing that man faces that God cannot turn to blessing for him, if he turns to the living God, who made the heavens and the earth. 2 Corinthians 12:5-10, Ephesians 6:10, Philippians 4:10-13, Colossians 1:9-14, 2 Timothy 2:1. 

Even the strongest and mightiest young man may grow tired in the battles of life but the Lord never tires of blessing mankind. Even the weakest who expresses positive volition towards the plan will receive all the strength they need to fulfil the plan. Hebrews 11:32-40. God increases strength and power for all who seek him so that they may serve him. Once again the message is strongly given; no one can stand before the Lord with any excuse as to why they have not served the living God. Romans 11:30-36.
31  But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

The secret of power is to wait for the Lord’s deliverance and it will always come; to wait means to pay attention to and be looking to the Lord for strength and power and direction. When we look only to the Lord we will renew our strength that might have gone under pressure, and we will be made stronger than we were before. Psalms 25:2-14, 27:14, 37:34, 39-40, 40:1, 84:7-11, 123:1-4. 

The Lord does not restore the tired person to their pre-tired state, but he lifts them up higher! The broken limb is healed and can carry more weight, and the broken person is lifted up and soars like an eagle. The person who has become so tired that they can only walk haltingly is able to run and leap for joy with power in their step. The Lord seeks powerful service from us all and he provides the power to serve mightily! In Christ, and through the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit we are renewed in strength and lifted up like the eagle. Psalms 27:13-14, 84:7-12, 103:5, 138:2-3, Zechariah 10:12. 

We will grow weary at times and come near to fainting under the pressures we may face, but we face them in Him and in the filling of the Holy Spirit so while we fall over at times we do not lie down and give up. 2 Corinthians 1:8-10, 4:1, 16-18, Galatians 6:9, Hebrews 12:1-13. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
There is always comfort for the believer who stabilizes themselves upon the promises of the Word of God. We are to be comforted by the grace and mercy of the Lord, who has forgiven us our sins and lifted us up to the place of blessing again. Any other outcome in life is due to our deliberately and persistently walking away from the Love and Plan of the creator God who has done all to save us from sin and death.

2. 
Judgment begins with the house of God. Those who forget that fact and become careless in matters of holiness can expect troubles from the Lord. These are not the troubles of damnation or doom, but the discipline of a Father who will not allow his child to wander too far away from truth before reproving that child and bringing them back to him in love and forgiveness, if they will let him! 

3. 
God has always provided plenty of evidence of his work from the beginning of the plan until today, with many messengers going before the Lord, and many preachers of truth since him. We are reminded again and again by the people of God that he cares and oversees everything. His messengers down the ages have made his plan clear and ignorance is no excuse for all men can know the truth.

4. 
Facing our own mortality is the start of reality therapy for mankind. We have all the glory and permanence of the flowers of the fields; even in our greatest glory, we are people of dust and will certainly leave this earth one day. The fact of death and the reality of the rise and fall of civilizations ought to give us pause for thought, and the truth of our limitations and the need for humility before our creator should be the most obvious fact of our life! The only reason a man or woman does not face the truth is that they do not want the truth!

5. 
The message to us, as to the people of the besieged city of Jerusalem, is “Behold your God”. We need to spend more time just sitting with the reality of the person, work and plan of the mighty God who has saved us. He is the Good Shepherd, the Great Shepherd, and the Suffering Shepherd; the carer of our souls. As we contemplate the wonder of the Lord we can be stabilized in the beauty of his grace. We all need to spend more time in contemplative prayer and reflection of the character of God, and the beauty of his holiness 

6. 
Idolatry is such a foolish thing, yet so many spend their time and effort following after things that cannot save their souls, nor deliver their bodies from disease or harm. We are strongly challenged by Isaiah to look upwards and think of the maker of the universe and live our life by divine viewpoint rather than the viewpoint of man who fails to use the fullness of logic that would otherwise lead him to God. 

7. 
When the Lord God restores our soul he restores us to a fullness of energy and power that we may not have experienced before; he always lifts us up beyond our level from which we fell. God is an abundant God who delights in blessing and is never stingy in giving his children all they need and more besides. 

When we fall we can have the assurance of his Holy Word that we will be lifted up, after confession, to a level higher than we were before we fell. He places our feet on higher ground! He wants us to advance, not retreat and he provides everything we need to achieve all he has left us here to complete. If we fail to follow his plan we will be removed from the earth, and so miss the rewards that could have been ours. Let us advance in the power of the Holy Spirit with joy in our glorious Lord!  Psalms 37:22-24. Halleluiah!  

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFIDENCE

1. The source of confidence. (Jeremiah 17:7)

2. The results of confidence:-

a) Protection. (Proverbs 3:25-26)

b) Strength. (Isaiah 30:15)

c) Blessing. (Jeremiah 17:7)

3. Examples of confidence:-

a) in God's provision. (Genesis 22:18)

b) in God's sovereignty. (Genesis 50:20)

c) in God's deliverance. (Daniel 3:17-18)

d) in God's power. (1 Kings 18:36-39)

e) in God's presence. (Psalm 71:5)

f) in extremity. (Job 13:15)

4. Confidence relating to prayer:-

a) confident access. (Ephesians 3:12)

b) confidence to draw near. (Hebrews 4:16)

c) confidence to enter. (Hebrews 10:19-22)

d) confidence to ask. (1 John 5:14-15)

5. Confidence in the day of judgment. (1 John 4:17)

6. Confidence to complete His work in the believer. (Philippians 1:6)

7. Exhortation to maintain confidence. (Hebrews 10:35-39)

JOHN THE BAPTIST  - HERALD

1. SCRIPTURE  Matthew 3:1-15; Mark 6:14-29; Luke 1:5-25, 57-80.

2. BIOGRAPHY

John the Baptist (or Baptiser) was born in 6 BC to Zacharias the priest of the course of Abia (Luke 1:5) and Elisabeth, both of whom were descended from Aaron. He was related to Jesus through his mother, who was a cousin of Mary (Luke 1:36). He grew to manhood in the wilderness of Judea (Luke 1:80). He received his prophetic call (Luke 3:2) and became famous as an unorthodox preacher calling for national repentance. Jesus called John the greatest prophet (Luke 7:28) under the old covenant. He dressed in a coat of camel hair and ate locusts and wild honey. Many flocked to hear him preaching. He baptised those who had repented but refused the religious leaders who considered baptism as a possible source of power, calling them vipers (Matthew 3:1-7). Jesus was baptised by John to commence His ministry, John pointing to Him as the Messiah and contrasting his water baptism with the future spirit baptism of Christ (Matthew 3:11). John returned to the area of Herod Antipas (or Herod the Fox) causing turmoil with his messianic teaching. He also criticised Herod for marrying his brother Philip's wife Herodias. He was imprisoned in the Perean fortress of Machaerus and eventually beheaded (Mark 6:17-29). John was the herald of the king, Jesus Christ the Messiah.

3. EVALUATION:  Matthew 3:1-12.

a) John preached in the wilderness. There are no people in the desert but people flock to hear him (verse 1).

b) His message is four-fold:

c) Identification of Jesus Christ (John 1:29).

d) The message is more important than the messenger (John 3:30).

e) A call to repentance (Matthew 3:2).

f) Faith in Christ brings salvation (Acts 19:4).

g) He shows he is fulfilling Isaiah 40:3 (verse 3).

h) The crowds did not go to see a fine dresser but went to hear his message (verses 4,5).

i) He baptised in the Jordan those who had confessed their sins (verse 6).

j) Religious leaders from Jerusalem approached John for baptism. John was intolerant of them and warned them of the baptism of fire to come (verse 7).

k) He tells them to produce good of eternal value which can only be performed after conversion (verse 8).

l) The Pharisees and Sadducees were proud of their ancestry to Abraham but John warns them that this will not save them (Romans 9:6-8) (verse 9).

m) The future dispersion of Israel is prophesied (verse 10) and that unbelievers will be judged.

n) John announces Jesus Christ as one who would give the superior baptism of the Holy Spirit or fire (verses 11,12).

o) The herald, who, through a fore-shadowing of Elijah (Malachi 4:5), is not Elijah (John 1:20-34), baptises the king, Jesus Christ to commence Jesus' ministry (verses 13-15) (Acts 10:37,38; 13:24,25).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Before the king are heralds:  John the Baptist and the Herald angels for the first advent, and Moses and Elijah and the mighty angel for the second advent (Revelation 11:3-6).

b) As a herald, John emphasised the person and ministry of the king rather than his own ministry (John 3:30).

c) There are many messengers but only one message. Messengers pass away but the Word of God abides forever (Luke 21:33).

d) Tradition and religion are antagonistic to the truth (Matthew 23).

e) Divine good can only be produced by believers (Hebrews 11:3-39; James 2:18).

f) Ritual without reality has no meaning; in fact it can be a stumbling block (Isaiah 1:11).

g) Your ancestry or culture is unimportant as far as God is concerned (Romans 2:10,11). God treats everyone on an individual basis.

h) Christ is the answer to every problem (John 14:6).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS

1. Rewards and Salvation are carefully separated in the scriptures. Salvation is a free gift from God, rewards are for meritorious service in the power of the Spirit.

2. Salvation - a free gift to the lost. (Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 6:23, John 4:10) - an everlasting possession. (John 3:36, John 5:24, John 6:47)

3. Rewards - to the saved who faithfully work for the Lord. (1 Corinthians 9:24, 25, Revelation 22:12) - distributed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10)

4. Rewards as Crowns:-

a) The incorruptible crown - for faithfulness in exercising self control. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

b) The crown of glory - for faithfulness in suffering. (1 Peter 5:4)

c) The crown of life - for faithfulness under trial. (James 1:12, Revelation 2:10)

d) The crown of righteousness - for faithful testimony. (2 Timothy 4:8)

e) The crown of rejoicing - for faithful service. (1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20, Philippians 4:1

CHRIST – THE SHEPHERD

1. In the Bible, sheep represent believers. Matthew 25:33,34 - they are contrasted with goats (unbelievers)

2. Sheep are helpless, they need to be led, fed and protected. They cannot defend themselves. 

3. In the Old Testament Israel was called the sheep of his fold Psalm 74:1, 79:13, 95:7, 100:3 Jeremiah 23:1

4. The Lord Jesus Christ, the true shepherd came to the fold of Israel and while some responded most rejected him and the Lord called out a flock to establish a new group ‑ John 10:10-16

5. He is the only door to fellowship Acts 4:12 John 3:36, John 10:28,29

6.Judaism is the fold out of which the Lord led his sheep to form a new flock on the hills in freedom , the contrast between the fold and the flock. The fold no longer exits it was Jewish and legal and is gone, there is neither Jew or Gentile but we are all in Christ Jesus. This is the theme of the book of Galatians, Romans and Hebrews, the just will live by faith. Our church should be a place where we learn to walk with the Lord under the control of the Holy Spirit.

7. In the fold the sheep are within four walls under the protection of the man in charge of the fold whereas the flock is moving, feeding and are under the control of the shepherd. This is where the walk in the spirit occurs. Christianity is a relationship and is active.  Galatians 1:6‑9 ‑ here Paul says we must walk in the spirit not a lot of rules such as in Judaism. We are to fight the enemy  on the hills and be in the world but not of it.

8. There is only one flock and all sheep should know it. Believers show their character as sheep by how they respond to the shepherd.

9. The Lord Jesus Christ is seen as the shepherd in five different ways in (1 Peter 2:21-25).

a) The suffering shepherd. (v 21)

b) The sinless shepherd. (v 22)

c) The submissive shepherd. (v 23)

d) The substitutionary shepherd. (v 24)

e) The seeking shepherd. (v 25)

10. The Shepherd as Christ appears in three successive Psalms.

a) Psalm 22 - the good shepherd gives his life for the sheep (John 10:11). He is the Door (John 10:9).

b) Psalm 23 - the Lord is my shepherd - the great shepherd of the sheep. (Heb 13:20).

c) Psalm 24 - the chief shepherd appears as the Man of Glory. (1 Pet 5:4).

d) These show the shepherd dying for His sheep, the resurrected shepherd tending and caring for His sheep and the future shepherd ruling over His sheep.

CHURCH: -SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP

1Peter 5:2-4  “Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 3  neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being examples to the flock. 4   And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.”

1. As pastors we are all “fellow-elders”, equals before God, tried by suffering, focused and empowered by the Holy Spirit, and  with a heart for service, and an expectation of glory  within to drive us. 

2. We are to “shepherd the flock; loving, self sacrificial service is in view here.

3. We are to feed the flock; they must not starve when they are with us.

4. They are God’s flock, not ours. We have the care and responsibility, but we answer to the Lord himself for our work with the flock he has given us.

5. We are to exercise oversight, so as to receive a good report from the Lord, and we are to be focused, as we serve Him, on His well done not anything else (Matthew 25:21-23).

6. We are to serve in a free way, under the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, not from any other “constraint”. No compulsion is to drive us except the desire coming from within from love for our Lord.

7. We are to be as keen as a volunteer, and with all the passion that this involves.

8. Lust for money, power, authority, position, or reputation, are not to be a part of our lives at all. Such lust for power is illustrated by Diotrephes (3 John 9-10).

9. We are to be filled with passion, ready to serve, with total zeal for the task to which we are called.

10. Not lording it over the flock, as monarchs or dictators.

11. Being patterns, role models that others can follow in holy and joy filled living.

12. Being focused on winning the crown of glory, that is the eternal reward for the pastor who serves well. This involves being prepared to wear the crown of suffering in time with glory in our hearts, for they are fixed on eternal realities, where our true reward will be received.

Lazy pastors, power or money hungry pastors, are strongly rebuked here, and are reminded that the Lord’s expectation of them is serious, and the consequences of failure or success (as the Lord determines it), are eternal. The Lord is the Chief Shepherd, he is the one to whom we must give account, and it is his well done that we are to focus on. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SPIRITUALITY

1. All Christians have the Holy Spirit indwelling them.  When we allow Him to control our lives, we are said to be "filled with the Spirit" or "walking in the Spirit".

2. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be lost by

a) Grieving the Spirit - by sin

b) Quenching the Spirit - by not submitting to His leading

c) This is called being carnal, or controlled by the flesh, the old sin nature.

3. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be regained by 

a) confessing sin (1 John 1:9)

b) surrendering your life to God (Romans 12:1-2)

c) This is called being spiritual, or controlled by the Holy Spirit.

4. Only the Holy Spirit in us can produce good works acceptable to God - anything in our own strength is unacceptable (Romans 8:8-9, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15)

5. The spiritual believer

a) Imitates God. (Ephesians 5:1, 1 John 3:9)

b) To glorify Christ. (John 7:39, John 16:14)

c) Fulfils the Law. (Romans 8:2-4, Romans 13:8)

6. In the Bible the human race is divided in three Categories:-

[a] Natural Man - A person born physically alive, but not regenerated. He may be highly sophisticated, civilised, gentle and kind, but is completely ignorant of any spiritual phenomena. (1 Corinthians 2:14) Equivalent to the cold person in the church in Laodicea.

[b] Carnal Man - A person regenerated or born again but living his life under the power of his old sin nature. Prolonged activity in this area produces a Christian who is still a baby. (1 Corinthians 3:1-4). Equivalent to the lukewarm person in the church of Laodicea.

[c] Spiritual Man - A person regenerated and living generally in the power of the Holy Spirit. He discerns the difference between the things of God and man. (1 Corinthians 2:11-13) He has fellowship with God in his daily life. (Ephesians 5:18-20) Equivalent to the hot person in the church of Laodicea.

7. Carnality

[a] The believer possesses an Old Sin Nature after salvation (1John 1:8, Romans 7:14,15).

[b]. The Old Sin Nature is desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9).

[c]. The believer under the control of the Old Sin Nature is called carnal (1Corinthians 3:1-3, Romans 7:14).

[d]. The Old Sin Nature frustrates bona fide production in the life of the believer (Romans 7:15).

[e]. The Old Sin Nature is acquired at the point of physical birth (Psalm 51:5).

[f]. We are therefore considered spiritually dead at the point of physical birth (Romans 5:12).

[g]. The Old Sin Nature has several facets:  areas of weakness produces sins, areas of strength produces human good. It has trends towards asceticism or lasciviousness. In many cases asceticism is considered to be spirituality.

[h] The Old Sin Nature is not found in the resurrection body.

GOOD WORKS – ORIGINALLY TITLED WORKS

1. Anything we can do in our own strength (human good) is unacceptable to God (Isaiah 64:6, Romans 8:8).

2. Only those things we do in the power of the Holy Spirit (divine good) are acceptable to God, since it is God Himself who produces the work in us (Ephesians 2:10).

3. When a believer produces human good he imitates an unbeliever (Galatians 5:19-21, 1 John 2:11, 3:4).

4. When a believer produces divine good he imitates Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:1-2).

5. Human good is:

a) Identified as dead works (Hebrews 6:1).

b) Cannot save mankind (Titus 3:5).

c) Is condemned by God (1 Corinthians 3:11-16; Ecclesiastes 12:14).

d) Is the basis of indictment at the Last Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15).

e) Has no place in the plan of God (2 Timothy 1:9).

f) Is destroyed at the Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11-15).

6. Divine good is the basis of rewards (1 Corinthians 3:11-15).

7. God is satisfied with His own work in four general areas:

a) IN SALVATION

God approves of what God has done in the form of Jesus Christ. God the Father is propitiated by the work of God the Son on the cross. To be saved is to believe or trust on God the Son (Acts 16:31). Belief has no human merit, all the merit is in the work of Jesus Christ. God does not approve of human good. (Isaiah 64:6).

b) IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

God approves of the works, done under the filling of the Holy Spirit. Spirituality depends on who and what the Spirit is. The way to the filling of the Holy Spirit is confession of sins (1 John 1:9). Confession has no human merit. The Holy Spirit also provides at least one spiritual gift to each believer at salvation (1 Corinthians 12:8-11).

c) IN THE WORD OF GOD

The word of God is inspired by the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20,21). It is the mind of Christ (1Corinthians 2:16). The Holy Spirit makes the Word of God effective in our lives.

d) IN ETERNITY

In eternity human works are removed (1 Corinthians 3:12-15). God provides us with a new body (1Corinthians 15:51-3). God provides us with an incorruptible inheritance (1 Peter 1:3-5). God provides everything for our eternal future (1 Thessalonians 4:17-18). God approves of His provision.

8. Spiritual growth in the full knowledge and application of Bible doctrine produces divine god in the life. Divine good in our lives is the production of the Holy Spirit filled and led believer. Ephesians 2:8-10, Colossians 1:9-10, 2 Timothy 2:21, 3:17.

9. As we produce much spiritual fruit in our life we demonstrate before all the victory of the Holy Spirit over the enemy.  2 Thessalonians 2:17. In heaven we are rewarded for all divine good production in time.  2 Corinthians 5:10, 9:8.

10. Spiritual production of divine good, through the ministries of the Holy Spirit, is contrasted to the production of human works (good and evil), the fruit of the Old Sin Nature.  Refer HOLY SPIRIT,  OLD SIN NATURE.

11. Human good; even the best that man can do in his own strength, has no value before God at all and has no place or part to play in the plan of God for the believer. 2 Timothy 1:9, Titus 3:5.

12. Human good works apart from God’s power and direction, is the basis of man’s condemnation before the throne of God. 1 Corinthians 3:11-16, Revelation 20:12-15.

SALVATION - ATONEMENT:  UNLIMITED ATONEMENT

1. Definition:

a) The totally effective work of Christ on the cross to pay the penalty of sin on behalf of mankind.

b) Atonement as a noun means reconciliation after enmity and includes reparation made for wrong or injury.

c) The verb has several related meanings such as to be at one, to be in accordance, to make reparation or amends, to make up for errors or deficiencies, to reconcile.

d) In the Old Testament, the true meaning of atonement is related to the Hebrew verb "to pass over, to cover" - it is also the word for 'pitch' used to seal Noah's Ark.

2. In Old Testament times, animal sacrifices were used to cover sin.

a) God forgave and restored where sin was covered by the blood of animal sacrifices.

b) However, the true basis for atonement was not found in these animal sacrifices.  This is why the sacrifices needed to be repeated time and time again.

c) Animal sacrifices were used as a cover for sin until the true sacrifice, Jesus Christ, could be offered on the cross.

d) Atonement in the Old Testament refers to the use of animal sacrifices to picture the saving work of Christ.

e) The two concepts of atonement (Old and New Testament) are brought together in Romans 3:23-26)

3. Atonement is unlimited

a) When Jesus Christ was judged on the cross for sins he paid for the sins of the entire human race, not just the elect. (Romans 5:6, 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, 1 Timothy 2:6, 4:10, 2 Peter 2:1, 1 John 2:2)

b) "Limited Atonement", the concept that Christ died for believers only is incorrect.

4. Unlimited Atonement eliminates sin in the unbelievers' indictment at the Last Judgment.

a) When Christ died on the cross, He was judged for all sins of the human race.

b) Therefore the issue in salvation is not sin, but faith in Christ.  People choose either to accept the work of Christ (John 3:18,36), or their own "good" works to gain the approval of God.

c) Therefore, human good will be the basis of the unbelievers' indictment at the Last Judgment. (Revelation 20:12)

CHAPTER 41

The King is on his throne in this chapter and he speaks of the coming king who will bring deliverance to the people and finally restore them to nationhood under Ezra and Nehemiah. The prophecy is about the great king Cyrus who will restore them after the Babylonian captivity. This is why the liberal critics do not want to believe that this is prophecy, for they do not believe in the God of Isaiah; their god must wait until the events have occurred and then write retrospective “prophecy” to justify the king and the nation. This is why we reject the liberals and all their works!

1  Keep silence before me, O islands; and let the people renew their strength: let them come near; then let them speak: let us come near together to judgment.
We are in the throne room of God here and are listening to the words of judgment from the throne room to all who have criticized the plan of God. Psalms 46:10, Micah 6:1-8, Habakkuk 2:20, Zechariah 2:13.Those who are a long way off, in the islands of the sea, are ordered to be silent, for their distance has distorted their viewpoint of what has happened. We are often too flippant before our God, and need to learn from passages like these to stand in awe and be silent before him with our moaning.

2  Who raised up the righteous man from the east, called him to his foot, gave the nations before him, and made him rule over kings? he gave them as the dust to his sword, and as driven stubble to his bow.

God lifts up and the Lord sets the path before us. Our task in this life is to find the path he has called us to walk and do so with Holy Spirit empowered energy. The two men who the Lord raised up in this day were great leaders and mighty conquerors, and both came to a saving knowledge of the Lord through the ministry of Daniel in Babylon. The two men were Nebuchadnezzar and Cyrus the Great. A third man was also used to save the Jewish people through Esther; he was Artaxerxes.  2 Chronicles 36:22, Ezra 1:1-8, 5:13-17, Isaiah 44:28, 45:1 Daniel 6:28.

These great men were mighty in the terms of man, but were great through their part played in the plan of God to deliver Israel and prepare the world for the coming of Messiah. Cyrus is the main man in view here, and he is raised up from the East, from Persia. He was given rule over kings and peoples, and place upon his feet in power by the power and in accordance with the plan of God. All we can do that is meaningful is in accordance with this same plan; each of us have a part to play in it. 

3  He pursued them, and passed safely; even by the way that he had not gone with his feet.

Each of these first two men defeated great armies and they were stubble before them, and great kings bowed to them and he formed two great empires, the first merging into the second. Their feet barely touched the ground, things moved so fast. When you look at the history of the defeat of Assyria by Nebuchadnezzar and the establishment of his empire and then the capture of Babylon by the Medes and the establishment of their empire things moved incredibly fast. You are forced to look in amazement and ask, how was it all possible so quickly? The answer is given here; God ordained this and it happened under his economy in his way to prepare the way for his plan to be fulfilled. Man is lifted up or cast aside according to how they work with God, not how they work! They went in ways that amazed them, and achieved things that they were baffled about looking back. God did it!  God is still working his purposes out – look out for them.
4  Who hath wrought and done it, calling the generations from the beginning? I the LORD, the first, and with the last; I am he.

The prophet tells us bluntly here that God is working his plan out in the affairs of man. From the beginning to the end it is the Lord who works all things out in every generation. The plan covers all peoples and all generations, for he is Lord of All. God rules the nations. Deuteronomy 32:8, Acts 17:26. Note the title for the Lord that we are used to think of as a New Testament title; the “first and the last”. Refer to the doctrinal studies on GOD –  NAMES AND TITLES OF GOD, and also NAMES OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. Also look at the three sub doctrines in the TRINITY studies. Isaiah 43:10-11, 44:6, 48:12, Revelation 1:10-11, 17-18, 2:8, 22:13.

5  The isles saw it, and feared; the ends of the earth were afraid, drew near, and came.

The theme of the ruling servant’s of the Lord, Nebuchadnezzar and Cyrus, is taken up again in verse 25, and until then there is a parenthesis. These verses tell us God’s attitudes towards the religions of man that do not have spiritual truth at their heart. These verses give us an insight into the nature of religion where genuine spirituality is missing. What do men do when they see the power and majesty of God revealed and yet do not really want to serve the true God because of the life demands that may be put on them? This is at the heart of religion that ignores God; the people who adopt religion rather than saving faith select a less onerous option. They seek for a comfortable religion that they can feel good about without much life change or have too many directives be received.

The viewpoint shifts back out to the “isles of the far off seas”. These are people far enough away to be able to be fooled as to the full facts about what has happened. God only teaches by disaster when people will not learn by doctrinal Bible study! The correct response to seeing God move in history is to be alert to his will through his Word and not head off to “do your own thing”; rather the smart person seeks to discover “God’s thing” and then does that. Psalms 65:2-9, 66:1-4, 76:5-7. Smart people confront reality quickly when God is moving in judgment!

6  They helped every one his neighbour; and every one said to his brother, Be of good courage.

When men are facing calamity they will express either their best or worst side of their nature. As the unsaved men of the earth see the works of God they call out encouragement to each other, to be strong in their resolve and hold out, in effect, against the will of God. Persistence in false religion is not a good thing, any more than holding tenaciously to a lie is to be admired. The “brotherhood of man” movement is called in here to help men stand against God’s plan, but all the alliances of men can do nothing to stop the plan of God.  Joel 3:9-17.

7  So the carpenter encouraged the goldsmith, and he that smootheth with the hammer him that smote the anvil, saying, It is ready for the sodering: and he fastened it with nails, that it should not be moved.

Once again we have the workers uniting to make their own gods and form the things they want to worship, then fall before the works of their own hands and be “holy” before them. Isaiah is sarcastic towards such false religion for it’s root is stupidity, but it is culpable stupidity and will cost the men involved their lives and eternal destiny.  The words here are almost more vivid than in chapter 40. The humour of the prophet is expressed even more here, right down to the attaching of the idol together with the hidden nails and the nailing of it to it’s support so it doesn’t fall over. Jeremiah goes even further, building upon this earlier work in Jeremiah 10:3-15. 

8  But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend.

Notice the three proper names used here and the significance of each by how they are spoken and the characteristics of each. Israel is “my servant”, Jacob is “whom I have chosen”, and “seed of Abraham” who is, “my friend”. There are wonderful things in each of these phrases that encourage and challenge us. Israel is the spiritual name for old Jacob and encapsulates all the twelve tribes who came from him. It reminds us of the grace and mercy of God, for Jacob in his old sin nature was as big a rascal as you could hope to find. He became the prince of God through grace by faith and he is blessed by God in order that the nation might be the servants of God upon the earth. 

We are here to serve, and all leadership is servant leadership because it is based upon the nature and work of the Lord who lifted up Jacob. Refer to the study on JACOB THE PATRIARCH, also ISRAEL, and also refer to ISRAEL – JACOB AS A TYPE OF ISRAEL.  Deuteronomy 7:6-11, 10:12-15, 14:1-2.

 Israel was chosen while still Jacob, and a man unlovely in many ways. We also were saved while still sinners. We were redeemed by grace and mercy, and the Lord cannot love us less now as his children than he did when he saved us as rebellious creatures. Ephesians 2:8-9. 

Like Jacob we were found by the Lord and made into his people. 1 Peter 2:9-10. As Jacob shows us God’s transforming ability to change a nature over time, so Abraham shows us the importance as faith as the agent of change in our life. Abraham believed God, and as Isaiah has made clear, it is taking God’s Word as a more secure foundation than fear or man’s plans that makes a person grow in spiritual terms. 

Abraham sets the example of growth through daily faith-rest application of the principles of the Word of God. What Abraham had he applied and so built his spiritual strength through time. We are “sons of Abraham” in direct proportion to the reality that God’s promises have for us. Abraham believed God and took his words seriously, and so we need to take the promises and instructions of the Word seriously if we are to grow and serve as Abraham did. Romans 4:1 – 5:8, Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-21. 

Notice in the Hebrews passage that Abraham gets eleven verses and Isaac and Jacob get one each. Abraham is the “seed source” example of living faith through the ups and downs of life. Isaac and Jacob get with the plan eventually, as sons of the promise made to Abraham, and in the end illustrate grace and faith in action, but Abraham, through failures and success keeps up his application of the Word to life and so transforms his reality through time. The challenge of Isaiah’s day is whether the people will follow through on their faith application and grow like Abraham, or will they fall back into idolatry?  Will they become in truth the “sons of the promise” that they were born to be? 

Also we ought to ask, who is the friend of God? Jesus answers this for us in John 15:14. We are his friends if we do all he has commanded us to. John 15:1-17.  Our faith must always “work out” in actions in our daily life. Faith unexpressed is hypocrisy. Faith without works in life to bless and challenge others is not biblical faith. As one biblical commentator has said, faith alone saves, but the faith that saves will not be alone for long! James 2:14-26.

9  Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called thee from the chief men thereof, and said unto thee, Thou art my servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away.

Israel and all within it is a nation blessed; taken from Ur of the Chaldeans and made a new people. God made them a nation from amongst the Semitic peoples. They are not racially different to the other Iraqis of today from the Chaldean area. Abraham became a Hebrew by crossing the river and moving into Palestine. Israel became a nation by and through their obedience to the call of God on their national and individual life. Psalms 107:1-7, Corinthians 1:26-31. 

Having chosen his people and called them out the Lord commits to them and they are not cast off and away. We speak of ETERNAL SECURITY (refer to the BTB CHRISTIAN LIFE study of this) and rightly so, for the Lord upholds us by his powerful hand. The Lord does not cast off his own; he holds us secure. Psalms 94:14, Jeremiah 33:25-26, John 6:36-40, 44-47, Romans 11:1-2, 26-29.

10  Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

A series of encouraging orders are now given to the people of Israel and to all believers who share in the faith of Abraham. Each order depends on trusting the character of God rather than the fears that surround us.

1.
Fear not - for I am with you.

2.
Do not be dismayed at any circumstances – for I am your God.

3.
I will strengthen you – yes I will help you.

4.
I will uphold you with the right hand of my righteousness.

The first order is the direct one to the problem at hand. Do not let fear get hold of you, see and rest upon the powerful one who is with you in the trouble. The Lord’s message through his prophet is, get your eyes off the troubles that produce fear and your eyes onto me your God who is always with you. Deuteronomy 31:6-8, Matthew 28:20.

The second order identifies the common action of people facing troubles; they are dismayed at events and so look around at their fellows for help. The warning of the Lord through his prophet is blunt; do not trust in your peers to save or deliver you, only look to your God. Man’s deliverance does not come from alliances or strong men, but from remembering that God is there to help and we look to him rather than man.  Both orders are backed by the reality of the person and activity of God; he is their God and he is there for them.

Having stabilized themselves in the reality of the reality of the character and presence of God the people are called to be encouraged that the Lord will provide what they need to confront their difficulties. They will receive strength to cope with pressures, and they will be upheld by the righteous power of God. The hand of the Lord refers to power normally but here it refers to his righteousness. God’s power is righteous power; when he moves it is with righteousness, not any arbitrary actions. Deuteronomy 33:27-29, Psalms 29:11, 37:17, 24, 41:12-13, 89:13-14.

11  Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they shall be as nothing; and they that strive with thee shall perish.

The believers have had serious enemies throughout history but the Lord will deal with them all. Some are incensed against the believers; the hatred of those who reject God can sometimes surprise the believer. They hated the Lord first and we cannot expect to be treated better than he was, and we have the Lord words clearly spelling out this reality for us all! Matthew 24:9, Mark 13:13, Luke 6:22, 21:17, John 15:18-25, 17:14, 1 John 3:13. 

Those who hated the believers will then be ashamed and confounded. They will be ashamed of themselves for holding false viewpoints and their embarrassment will be open for all to see in that day for the truth about God will be clear.  They will see too late that they were deceived and wrong in all they believed, did and said. They will feel the reproach of God and saved men who see their shame in judgment. Just as they insulted and abused the believers under their power when they were persecutors, just so will they feel the shame they intended others to feel. 

There is no abuse heaped upon them by God or saved men; they make their own misery and condemn themselves as they confront the truth and despair as they see no escape from their judgment. They feel sorry for themselves and are overwhelmed by shame. They have been so “cool” and self satisfied in their choices in life and now they confront their emptiness. Isaiah 60:12-14, Acts 13:6-11.

12  Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, even them that contended with thee: they that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought.

The mighty attackers of the believers will not even be able to be found, nor will their monuments be seen, for they will be wiped away from the earth in judgment. The evil ones are no more once the Lord moves finally in judgment. Job 20:5-9, Psalms 37:32-36. They declared war on God but such stupidity will be over thrown in a moment and they will be eliminated permanently from the earth. Joel 3:9-14. 

The finality of judgment is the truth in view here and we had better feel the power of this, for it is a major theme running behind the “good news” of the Gospel message. The lost are forever lost and the concern we have for them must keep moving us to speak the truth in love to all who will hear that none might come to Hell without every opportunity to hear the truth. This is to be our approach even when they declare active war on us. Pity for them in their final defeat can still enable and encourage us to try to reach them with the truth, even through their hatred. Isaiah never gloated over nor rejoiced in the state of the lost, even though they insulted and abused him, and would finally murder him. He, like the other saints is our example. Hebrews 11:32-40.

13  For I the LORD thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.

The comforting words of the Lord are repeated now to the people.  Even though the people are being disciplined for their sin and evil it is not too far, and the Lord still holds their hand. They are safe if they look to him. Judgment upon the Lord’s people ends when they look back to him and start to follow his path again. Romans 8-9. As we have seen above, Moses had promised these things over seven hundred years before Isaiah speaks these words before us. Deuteronomy 33:26-29. The believer restored to fellowship and now walking back on the path of life can be confident in the Lord’s deliverance and comfort in the darkest places, right until the moment of death, and then through glory enter his presence. 2 Timothy 4:16-18.

14  Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the LORD, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.

Jacob is reminded that he is but a “worm”. Job 25:6, Psalm 22:6. The worm referred to by Isaiah and David is the sea slug/worm that when crushed gave out of it’s body the deep purple dye that was so valued by the Romans for their royal togas. Bildad in the book of Job simply refers to that fact that the “rotting” body of man, like that of the earthworm, decays. Carnal Jacob when restored to spiritual life can produce great glory for the Lord in all things through the Spirit of God who will always strengthen the saints. 

The Lord will help; the promise is certain. He helps because he is their redeemer, and has already paid the price for them. The people of his name are his and he will deliver those he has redeemed with his precious life blood. Refer to the doctrinal study of REDEMPTION.

Even though our flesh rots and we all die, we can have the faith of the living God to enliven our dry bones! We are the redeemed of the Lord and can rise up to praise him from the midst of our frail humanity, for we know that we will be lifted up to heaven and receive a resurrection body like that of our Lord one day. Job 19:23-27, Psalms 19:12-14, Jeremiah 50:31-34, Galatians 3:11-14, Titus 2:11-14, Revelation 5:9-10. 

Isaiah delights in referring to the Lord God of all as “the redeemer” to remind the people of his day and our own, that the nature of the Lord is gracious towards us and that he has already paid the redemption money for our lives to be set free in Christ Jesus. Even 700 years before the cross occurs Isaiah speaks to the people of the redemptive nature of their God. Isaiah 43:14, 44:6, 21-24, 47:4, 48:16-17, 49:6-10, 15-16, 25-26. Our God saves, Halleluiah!!!   

15  Behold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing instrument having teeth: thou shalt thresh the mountains, and beat them small, and shalt make the hills as chaff. 16  Thou shalt fan them, and the wind shall carry them away, and the whirlwind shall scatter them: and thou shalt rejoice in the LORD, and shalt glory in the Holy One of Israel.

Israel has been “chaff to the nations”, beaten again and again in battle, but the day will come when they will defeat their enemies utterly. The day will come when those who seek their death will find their own death! The tables will be turned on the evil ones who are so confident in their destructive power to destroy Israel and all who worship the true God. The enemies of the believer will rejoice in their power to kill the innocent right up until the end. They will kill and maim the saints until the Lord’s return ends their evil rampage. The Lord will protect his obedient servants, and even in this worst of times, as we have seen, the remnant according to grace will come through with rejoicing, and the enemies of the truth will be destroyed in the midst of their hatred. Psalms 18:46-47, Micah 4:13, Habakkuk 3:10-19, Matthew 3:11-12, 2 Corinthians 10:3-7.  

The order given to us all today is “rejoice in the Lord”. Philippians 3:1, 4:4.  This is not a new order, or a strange description for God’s people. Mature believers down the ages have rejoiced in the Lord in the midst of their pressure situations and thereby gained victory over their enemies. 1 Samuel 2:1-10, Isaiah 12:4-6, 25:1-9, 45:17-25, 61:10-11, Jeremiah 9:23-24, Habakkuk 3:17-18, Luke 1:46-55. Note the songs of the two great women here; how they rejoice in the Lord and glory in his plan for the salvation of mankind. These are the examples for us to follow. Romans 5:8-11, 1 Corinthians 1:30-31.

17  When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the LORD will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them.

Those who hunger and thirst, both physically and spiritually, are blessed and protected by the Lord, as they look to him for deliverance. The Lord looks after all those who rejoice in him, even though they may go through great times of pressure. Psalms 68:9-10, 72:12-15, 102:16-22, Isaiah 61:1-2, 66:1-2, Matthew 5:3. The lazy and rebellious are not delivered for they do not look up except to curse God for their own sins, but those who look to the Lord are delivered. Many hunger due to their deliberate and consistent patterns of sin, and they can expect nothing but the consequences of their sins until they turn to God. There is no rest for the wicked! Isaiah 48:22, 57:20-21. 

There is always rest in the soul for the saint, who has rested upon the grace provisions of God. Man is as miserable as he chooses to be; the way remains open for blessing, but the doorway is Christ! John 10:1-10, 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, 5:14-18, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13.  Refer to the doctrinal studies of, REFRESHMENT, REVIVAL, and WORK. 

18  I will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys: I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water.

God delights in providing rivers of water in difficult places, and streams in the desert. This promise is spiritually relevant for all time for saved man but this verse is physically fulfilled in the day of the Lord’s coming, when he supernaturally delivers the saints in their hiding places in the mountains and deserts, just as he did for the Exodus generation. Psalms 46:1-4, 78:14-15, 105:39-45, Isaiah 30:25, 32:1-3, 35:3-7, 43:18-20, 44:3-8, 48:21, 49:8-11, 58:11. Millennial blessings are great, as we have seen above. Ezekiel 47:1-9, Joel 3:18, Zechariah 14:8ff.

19  I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree; I will set in the desert the fir tree, and the pine, and the box tree together: 20  That they may see, and know, and consider, and understand together, that the hand of the LORD hath done this, and the Holy One of Israel hath created it.

The prophet mentions the trees of blessing that will grow again after the blasting force of the battles of the Great Tribulation have destroyed most living things. The land will be like desert again after the terrible days of struggle during the evil three and a half years of terror, but all will be restored by the Lord and the trees will grow again and men find both shade beneath them and enjoy the fruit of their production. 

Each of the trees mentioned were associated with peace, prosperity and grandeur in the days of the prophet.  For there to be great groves of these productive, and also simply grand trees, was the sign of peace for many years and good climatic conditions. All these things are restored during the Millennial Kingdom and the park like nature of the open hills and valleys is testimony to the prosperity and wonder of those days. All the lands not under active cultivation are like grand wilderness national parks.

The people are urged to look and reflect upon this scene and ponder deeply it’s meaning. Note the order; that they may “see, consider, know and understand together”. God’s purpose in doing all things is that there is an outcome in the heart of man who benefits from all the grace provisions of the creator. Man is urged to look hard, think and reflect upon the grace and mercy of God, and then go further to really know God and understand his plan and purpose for man and the earth. Refer to the doctrinal studies on CHRISTIAN LIFE – EPIGNOSIS, also MATURITY, and the concept of WISDOM. Ephesians 2:6-10. 

21  Produce your cause, saith the LORD; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob. 22  Let them bring them forth, and shew us what shall happen: let them shew the former things, what they be, that we may consider them, and know the latter end of them; or declare us things for to come.

Verse 1 is repeated here, and men who have complained to God about his justice and plan are invited to come forward and bring their formal case against God. Job 38:1-6, 40:1-10, Micah 6:1-7. The Lord invites all men to stand up and state their case against him, for he is righteous and none can moan to him with justice. We need to remember these things when we moan, as we are apt to do! 

No man can declare “things to come” unless God has revealed them to him. Only God knows the end from the beginning and the end of all things will prove the righteousness and justice of the plan; for nothing is finally clear until the last chapter is completed. We need to reflect upon these things as we move through these last times of the ages of man. The end will give meaning to all things, and we are told enough in the Bible to praise him now for his wonderful grace and love towards us all. No idol ever taught truth, nor did idol worship ever lead any man to understanding. The religions of man deceive, they do not enlighten, although they speak much of it. God’s plan and doctrine alone relieves the burden of man and brings light into the dark places. Refer to the doctrinal study of LIGHT.

23  Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it together. 24  Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work of nought: an abomination is he that chooseth you.

The challenge is given to the idols; let them utter true prophecy as the prophets of the Lord speak true prophecy! Only God can tell the future and do so with accuracy. This is a reminder that Satan is limited in his foreknowledge to the things declared by God and through prophets. This is why séances and all contact with demonic forces are forbidden. Refer to the study on ANGELS: SATANIC STRATEGY AND TACTICS. Isaiah 44:6-22, Jeremiah 10:1-15. 

The prophets mocks the false gods, with the demand of Elijah, 1 Kings 18:21-39. He challenges them either to do good, or to do evil. This is interesting, for many believers think that the demons have great power that they control and so they are dangerous to us. Isaiah reminds us that they have no power to do either good or evil unless it is by permission of the mighty creator God. Only God is the “Almighty” One: demons are simply creatures, operating only under permission.
They do have power to act, but only under God’s permission.  Since their fall they are playing their part in the divine plan and will once day be judged for their persistent rebellion. They operate under the plan of God alone, and yet they hate their maker and all those who serve him, but they are still controlled by the power and direction of the Lord God. They are “nothings”, powers of no consequence and evil forces that are playing out their frantic time until judgment. They are neither to be feared nor followed, for they are functionaries of evil, rebels against the almighty power of the creator God; they are as doomed as those they fool into thinking they are powerful. God has already judged them and the sentence will be carried out on the return of the Lord as we have seen above. Refer back to the book on our website by Dr Peter Moses, “FROM HERE TO ETERNITY”.

25  I have raised up one from the north, and he shall come: from the rising of the sun shall he call upon my name: and he shall come upon princes as upon morter, and as the potter treadeth clay. 26  Who hath declared from the beginning, that we may know? and beforetime, that we may say, He is righteous? yea, there is none that sheweth, yea, there is none that declareth, yea, there is none that heareth your words.

So as to underline the superiority of God’s prophet over the enemy’s seers Isaiah gives a prophecy about the coming of the one who will destroy all the idols that the people worship. The route of both Nebuchadnezzar and Cyrus was “from the North”, and as far as the land of Israel was concerned they lived in a land of the sunrise. Both men would play their part in delivering Israel from idolatry. 

I am not sure which man is referred to in this section, for both are candidates, although only one is identified by Isaiah and as the references at the end of the section on these verses makes clear Isaiah refers to him by name as Cyrus. Nebuchadnezzar would play his part by taking into captivity the bulk of the saved people and destroying the rest. He would listen to Daniel who preached and ruled in the Palace, and Ezekiel would be protected and preach in the marketplaces of Babylon. He would be saved, as we have seen above in an earlier section. Daniel 4:34-37. 

Isaiah’s man, Cyrus, would capture the kingdom from Nebuchadnezzar’s evil son from the north of Babylon, and so deliver the children of Israel from evil, and order the protection of them. His successors would allow and direct the later returns from exile under Nehemiah and Ezra. One of his successors would marry Esther and deliver the people from potential genocide. Both these great men destroyed all kings who stood for evil against Israel, and both ruled this area and brought a time of peace under which the nation restored it’s numbers. 

None from amongst the gods of the nations has accurately foretold the history of Israel, only the God of all nations has foretold these events and they are certain and sure. Deuteronomy 27:15 – 28:68. Moses had already foretold the history of Israel to 70AD ending in the slaves markets of Alexandria for the rebel survivors from the fall of Jerusalem. Refer to the doctrinal study of JERUSALEM to see the Lord’s plan and purpose for that city. It’s future is secure and it’s destiny is still greater than any place upon the earth. 

The Lord’s plan is working out and all the hatred of the forces of evil will not stop the plan’s fulfilment. There will be none left alive who heed the demons and their dumb idols and lying prophets, but those who serve the Lord will rise up to worship him in Jerusalem. Great kingdoms will rise and fall in accordance with their obedience or disobedience to their part to play in the protection of God’s people and fulfilment of God’s plan.  God’s Plan is the key to understanding history.
Cyrus is the key person identified by name by Isaiah as the one who fulfils these prophecies. Isaiah 21:2, 44:24-28, 45:1-13, 46:8-12, Jeremiah 51:6-10, 25-33. Also refer to the fulfilment of the hope of captive Israel. Ezra 1:1-4, Habakkuk 2:18-20. The day’s of idols are over in Israel after the days of Cyrus, for the people have learned the truth in and through their captivity.

27  The first shall say to Zion, Behold, behold them: and I will give to Jerusalem one that bringeth good tidings. 28  For I beheld, and there was no man; even among them, and there was no counsellor, that, when I asked of them, could answer a word. 29  Behold, they are all vanity; their works are nothing: their molten images are wind and confusion.

There will be bafflement in the day of deliverance for Jerusalem by all peoples, as they look and reflect that only God could have done it! The people of God are delivered only by the Lord God, by no other. Good tidings are brought to Jerusalem by the Lord and all are amazed at his victory, but it has been prophesied for thousands of years. Isaiah looks at the vision for any of the great pagan wise men to ask them now what they think, but there are none who even try to speak, for all are silenced by the acts of the Lord God. None stand up and rebuke the Lord in that day, for all see the truth and tremble! Psalms 115:4-18, James 2:19-20.  

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
The Lord challenges man straight and hard! Many today are like the devils they will share hell with! They know that the Lord is God but refuse to bow their knee or live for him; they prefer to run their own lives. This is why they will be in Hell, they prefer independence from the one who made them to obedience to the Lord who gave his all for them. They have no excuse before the Lord of all.  Remember that this is the key issue for the lost; obey or rebel/reject.
2. 
How often have we moaned in this last week to the Lord about some detail of our earthly life? How often have we failed to factor in our eternal life into our calculations and worries? The Lord challenges us to remember who he is and who we are! He reminds us that we are creatures, he is creator, but more than that, he is our Saviour and Lord. He has all the details of our life in the palm of his hand. We are challenged to relax in his care and protection.

3. 
We have a path to walk in our life; it is our path, not any others.  We are called to find our path in the guidance of the Holy Spirit and walk it. We are told to be attentive to the Word and heed the Spirit. Have you discovered your path yet believer? If not, seek the Lord through his Word with fervent Bible study and prayer and the doors will open for you; then simply walk in obedience through them. We have one life and the Lord wants it lived for him, walking the path that he has for us. Let us find our destiny and fulfil it in Christ Jesus, and then we will rejoice in him every day.

4. 
God is working his plan out in the affairs of men. Our task is to look, reflect, study, pray, and see the plan working out and praise the Lord for his mighty works. Nebuchadnezzar and Cyrus both became believers and played their part in the plan, and so can we. As we look around we stand amazed at the works of God through history and yet we need to be amazed at what the Lord has us doing, and simply be obedient and rejoice in the Lord. 

5. 
Like Jacob we have been chosen while still “in sin”, and we have been entered into the Royal Family of God through faith, by grace. We are recipients of grace, mercy and love, and so can rest secure in the love and care of the one who gave his blood for us. 

How secure have you felt in this last week believer? How strongly do you preach eternal security pastor? This is a vital stabilizing concept yet it is so little taught. We are members of an amazing family of grace that involves people as tough and obnoxious as Isaac and Jacob and Paul! If God loved them and us as sinners, how much more secure are we now as his children by his own grace, mercy and love? Rest believer in the Lord!

6. 
Notice how strongly the Bible teaches “fear not!” Fear will not get hold of us if God’s truth has captured and daily holds our mind! Let doctrine rule every day, or fear will deceive and get hold of you some days. Teach the truth pastor so that your flock may be stabilized and protected from evil of all sorts.   Keep teaching it as often as you are able.
Do not be deceived by the temporary power of the evil ones, nor be worried about their threats, for they and all they stand for will be wiped away. The nations who exercise power and the people who rejoice over us are simply chaff to the mills of God; they will be swept away like the straw of life, and like dust they will be evaporated in judgment. See all things in terms of the final judgment and be fearful only of falling short of the Lord’s will for your life.   Hebrews 4:2ff.
Remember Satan’s strategy and be alert to danger and attack the task before you in the power of the Holy Spirit without any satanic distraction leading you from the chosen path. The idols of man will all fall, and none who oppose God will be left standing; the Lord’s own will alone be standing in the end. Remember which side you are on and rejoice now in the certain victory that he will bring in.

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

GOD:  NAMES AND TITLES OF GOD

1. Father, Son and Holy Spirit  Matthew 28:19,20.  These titles emphasise the function of each member of the Trinity.

a) Father - the sovereign authority, who decreed the plan of salvation

b) Son - the obedient Son, who offered Himself as a sacrifice for sin according to the Father's will

c) Holy Spirit - the one who reveals the Son to mankind, thereby bringing honour and glory to Him

2. At the Lord's Baptism ‑ Matthew 3 where the Spirit descends, the Father speaking from heaven and the Son being baptised.

3. We have the Father sending the Son in John 3:16, in John 14‑17 we have the Son sending the Spirit.

4. We have the three fold titles of God Romans 5, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 1, Romans 15

5.  The Holy Spirit is called God in Acts 5, 1 Corinthians 3 and called the Lord in 2 Corinthians 3:17.

6. The works of the Lord are ascribed to the Father John 17, the Holy Spirit responsible for the procreation of the Son  Luke 1:35, 2:11; the Son doing the will of the Father John 8, 10, the Holy Spirit sustaining the Son. Matthew 18:28, John 3:34

7. The Trinity are involved in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ in the first advent. The death of the Lord Jesus Christ is the co operative work of the Trinity, the Father gives the son Romans 8:32, the Lord lays down his life John 10:18, the Holy Spirit empowers Him to offer Himself on the Cross Hebrews 9. On the Cross He addresses the other two members of the Trinity when He cried out "My God, My God why has thou forgotten me?"

8. All three were involved in the resurrection

[a] the Father ‑ Colossians 2:12

[b] the Son as the person who was raised ‑ John 2:19, 10:18, 1 Peter 3:18

[c] The Holy Spirit was involved in His resurrection ‑ Romans 8:11 The Father, Son and the Holy Spirit will be involved in our resurrection.  

9. The indwelling of the believer ‑ John 14:23, we are the temple of the Holy Spirit ‑ 1 Corinthians 6:19, we have the power in us ‑ Ephesians 4:6, the Lord in us ‑ Colossians 1:27

GOD - NAMES OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

God reveals Himself and His character by His names.

1. EL - The strong one (singular) - 2 Samuel 22:33

2. EL ELYON - The most high God - Genesis 14:18-22

3. EL OLAM - The everlasting God - Genesis 21:33

4. EL SHADDAI -The almighty one - Genesis 17:1

5. ELOHIM - The all powerful one. (plural) - Genesis 1:1

6. JEHOVAH - The self-existent one - I AM  Exodus 3:14

7. JEHOVAH-ELOHIM - Lord God, Creator - Genesis 2:4

8. JEHOVAH-JIREH - Jehovah will provide - Genesis 22:13, 14

9. JEHOVAH -NISSI - Jehovah is my banner - Exodus 17:15

10. JEHOVAH-RAAH - Jehovah is my Shepherd - Psalm 23:1

11. JEHOVAH-RAPHA - Jehovah that Heals - Exodus 15:25, 26

12. JEHOVAH-SABOATH - Lord of hosts - Psalm 46:7, 11

13. JEHOVAH-SHALOM - Jehovah is peace - Judges 6:24

14. JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH - Jehovah is there - Ezekiel 48:35

15. JEHOVAH TSID KENU- Jehovah our righteousness - Jeremiah 33:16

GOD – TRINITY

1. There is one God.  He has manifest Himself in three personalities. (2 Samuel 23:1-3, Isaiah 48:16, Isaiah 63:7-10, Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:33, 2 Corinthians 13:14)

2. The oneness of God refers to the unity or sameness of character.  All three members of the Trinity are equal (Philippians 2:6, Deuteronomy 6:4, Acts 17:29, Romans 1:20, Colossians 2:9), although they have different functions/purposes in relation to man.

3. The three members are distinguished according to their function in the plan of salvation (1 Peter 1:2-3)

a) The Father - the authority, who planned our salvation (Isaiah 14:27, John 4:34, 5:17, 12:44, 1 Corinthians 8:6a, Ephesians 3:11)

b) The Son - the obedient son, who was born as a man, died for our sins, and rose from the dead  (John 4:34, 5:17, Hebrews 10:7)

c) The Holy Spirit - the ministering servant, who reveals the Son and sanctifies us  (John 16:8-11).

4. The Son is the only visible member of the Trinity. (John 1:18, 6:46, 1 Timothy 6:16, 1 John 4:12).  He was revealed in the Old Testament in Christophonies (eg the Angel of Jehovah) and became flesh in the New Testament. (Exodus 3:14 cf John 8:58; Psalm 10:16 cf Revelation 11:15; Zechariah 14 cf Revelation 19)

5. Evidences of the Trinity

a) Affirmed by the use of the title Elohim (plural, Gods) in the Old Testament and the plural pronoun "us" in (Genesis 1:26, 3:22, 11:7).

b) The worship of God we have repeated three times "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty  (Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4)

c) The name (singular) of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit indicates Trinity. (Matthew 28:19-20)

d) The Lord's Baptism - the Spirit descends, the Father speaks from heaven and the Son is baptised. (Matthew 3)

6. Light is a good illustration of the Trinity. (1 John 1:5)  Light is one, but has three elements.

a) Father - actinic light - that part of light which is invisible, nor felt.

b) Son - luminiferous - that part of light which is both seen and felt.

c) Spirit - calorific - that part of light which is not seen but felt.

GOD:  TRINITY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

1. The plurality of God is given by the plurality of the word Elohim which is not only a word of magnitude but also of number ‑ Genesis 1, 3, 11 

2. The Tetragrammaton JHWH also refers to three personalities in the Trinity ‑ Numbers 6:24‑27

3. The Father speaks of 

[a] The Son ‑ Psalm 2:6,7,  

[b] The Holy Spirit ‑ Isaiah 11:2

4. The worship of God we have repeated three times "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty ‑ Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4

5. The Lord Jesus Christ is revealed in the Old Testament ‑ Exodus 3:14 cf John 8:58; Psalm 10:16 cf Revelation 11:15; Zechariah 14 cf Revelation 19

6. The Lord Jesus Christ is noted as the angel of Jehovah ‑ Genesis 16, 22, 33, Exodus 13, 14; Judges 6, 13. The angel of the Lord is the Lord Jesus Christ.

7. The Lord Jesus Christ is the visible and audible person of the Godhead. ‑ Genesis 3:8 cf John 1:18 ‑ Adam; Genesis 18 ‑ Abraham, Genesis 32 ‑ Jacob; Exodus 3 ‑ Moses; Exodus 25, Leviticus 16 ‑ Shekinah glory

GOD:  TRINITY IN THE TITLES OF GOD

1. The three in one Matthew 28:19,20, 

2. The Lord's Baptism ‑ Matthew 3 where the Spirit descends, the Father speaking from heaven and the Son being baptised.

3. We have the Father sending the Son in John 3:16, in John 14‑17 we have the Son sending the Spirit.

4. We have the three fold titles of God Romans 5, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 1, Romans 15

5. The Holy Spirit is called God in Acts 5, 1 Corinthians 3 and called the Lord in 2 Corinthians 3:17.

6. The works of the Lord are ascribed to the Father John 17, the Holy Spirit responsible for the procreation of the Son  Luke 1:35, 2:11; the Son doing the will of the Father John 8, 10, the Holy Spirit sustaining the Son. Matthew 18:28, John 3:34

7. The Trinity are involved in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ in the first advent. The death of the Lord Jesus Christ is the co operative work of the Trinity, the Father gives the son Romans 8:32, the Lord lays down his life John 10:18, the Holy Spirit empowers Him to offer Himself on the Cross Hebrews 9. On the Cross He addresses the other two members of the Trinity when He cried out "My God, My God why has thou forgotten me?"

8. All three were involved in the resurrection

[a] the Father ‑ Colossians 2:12

[b] the Son as the person who was raised ‑ John 2:19, 10:18, 1 Peter 3:18

[c] The Holy Spirit was involved in His resurrection ‑ Romans 8:11. The Father, Son and the Holy Spirit will be involved in our resurrection.  

9. The indwelling of the believer ‑ John 14:23, we are the temple of the Holy Spirit ‑ 1 Corinthians 6:19, we have the power in us ‑ Ephesians 4:6, the Lord in us ‑ Colossians 1:27

JACOB – THE PATRIARCH

1. SCRIPTURE - Genesis 25:21 - 50:13; Hebrews 11:21.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Jacob received his name at birth when he was born second, clutching the heel of his elder brother Esau. Jacob means "he clutches" or "the supplanter". The eldest son received rulership of the family. He was the priest and had the double portion as a birthright. Esau sold Jacob his birthright for a meal. This custom of selling the birthright is confirmed on the Nuzi tablets which were found south east of Nineveh. Isaac blessed Jacob irrevocably (Genesis 27:35f.) thus Jacob became the inheritor of Canaan (Romans 9:10-13). Esau received Edom. After the blessing Jacob fled to Bethel where his grandfather had built an altar (Genesis 12:8). Here he received the vision of Jacob's ladder. Continuing to the north east he travelled to Haran where he met Rachel at the well as Eleazer had met Rebekah (Genesis 24:11) (see Isaac). Jacob served Laban 20 years, seven for Leah, seven for Rachel and six for flocks. Whilst there he was blessed with eleven sons and a daughter. He became very prosperous and left Haran while his father-in-law Laban was out shearing (Genesis 31:22f.). Laban pursued Jacob to Gilead where a pact was drawn up between them. Travelling to Mahanaim, Jacob sent out scouts to discover Esau's attitude (Genesis 32:1f.). Just as he was about to ford the river Jabbok, he wrestled with a "man", receiving a permanent hip injury. His name was changed here from Jacob to Israel, and is probably the place of Jacob's conversion (Genesis 32:24-30, cf. Genesis 28:20,21; Hosea 12:4). Jacob now purchased land at Shechem. After Isaac's death he settled in Hebron (Genesis 35:28,29). Jacob the patriarch gave one of the three great prophecies in Genesis - the prophecy of the twelve tribes (Genesis 49) prior to his death at the age of 130. He was buried at Machpelah near Hebron (Genesis 50:13).

3. EVALUATION

a) Jacob is considered the child of favour (Malachi 1:2; Romans 9:10-13).

b) He is described as the heir of the divine promise (Hebrews 11:9).

c) Jacob is a man of blessing (Hebrews 11:20,21).

d) He is linked with Abraham and Isaac (2 Kings 13:23; Mark 12:26,27).

e) Israel is called the house of Jacob (Isaiah 8:17; Micah 2:7).

f) Israel is called the sons of Jacob (1 Kings 18:31; Malachi 3:6).

g) Israel is called the seed of Jacob (Isaiah 45:19; Jeremiah 33:26).

h) Israel is called the community of Jacob (Deuteronomy 33:4).

i) Israel is called Jacob (Hosea 10:11).

j) God had a plan for Jacob's life, to form a major role in His nation Israel.

k) Jacob went from Bethel, "the house of God", to Haran, "a dried up place".

l) He spent a night at Bethel and twenty years at Haran.

m) He eventually entered fully into God's plan after a long and arduous struggle.

n) The supplanter Jacob became the prince Israel.

4. PRINCIPLES

a) God in His foreknowledge loves the believer even prior to his birth (Romans 9:10-13).

b) Yet He does not coerce the free will of the believer (Revelation 3:20).

c) We become new creatures in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17).

d) Preferential treatment in a family causes jealousy (1 Samuel 1:5,6).

e) God can convert our weakness of character and stubbornness to His glory (2 Corinthians 12:10).

f) The plan of God is always superior to the plan of man (Job 42:2-6).

ISRAEL

1. Israel has a future which was promised to Abraham. (Genesis 12:1-3)

2. Israel's future is based on regeneration. (Romans 9:6-14)

3. Israel's future is related to the land of Palestine. (Genesis 15:18, Numbers 34:1-12, Deuteronomy 30:1-9)

4. Israel has a King forever - the Son of David, the Lord Jesus Christ in the Millennium. (2 Samuel 7:8-16, Psalm 89:20-37)

5. The promises were confirmed to Jeremiah in the New Covenant  (Jeremiah 31:31ff, Hebrews 8:8-13)

6. Israel's future begins as a nation at the Second Advent of Christ. (Zechariah 14:1-9)

7. Israel's future is guaranteed, even though the nation is now in dispersion under the discipline of God. (Isaiah 5:26-30, 14-1-3, 10:20-23, 11:11-16, Zechariah 10:6-12)

8. Israel had a purpose

a) To witness to the holiness of the one true God. (Deuteronomy 6:4, Isaiah 43:10,12)

b) To illustrate to the nations the blessings derived from serving the one true God. (Deuteronomy 33:26-29, 1 Chronicles 17:20-21, Psalm 144:15)

c) To receive, record and broadcast the Scriptures. (Deuteronomy 4:5-8, Romans 3:1-2)

d) To receive and proclaim the promised Messiah. (Genesis 3:15, 12:3, 2 Samuel 7:12-16, Isaiah 7:14, 9:6)

9. The nation Israel is now in dispersion under the discipline of God.  The Church has replaced the mission of Israel during the Church Age. (Romans 11)  When the Church is removed in the Rapture, Israel will again take up its purpose during the Tribulation (Revelation 7:4-8)

ISRAEL:  JACOB AS A TYPE OF ISRAEL 

After Jacob has been to Bethel ("the House of the Lord") (Genesis 28), where the Abrahamic Covenant was confirmed to him, he spends many years at Haran ("the place of dryness"). (Genesis 29)

1. Jacob at Haran becomes an analogy to the nation of Israel.

2. He was out of the place of blessing. (Genesis 26:3).  Israel is dispersed during the Church Age.

3. He did not have an altar (Hosea 3:4,5).  The Temple was destroyed in 70 AD by the Romans.

4. He gained an evil name (Genesis 31:1; Romans 2:17-24).  The Jews have often been persecuted by Gentiles (anti-Semitism)

5. He remained under the care of God. (Genesis 28:13,14; Romans 11:1,25-30).  God still has a purpose for Israel.

6. He was ultimately brought back. (Genesis 31:3; 35:1-4; Ezekiel 37:21-23).  Christ will regather believing Israel at the Second Advent and take them into the Millennial Kingdom.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ETERNAL SECURITY

1. When a person truly trusts Jesus Christ for salvation, he is saved forever.  He cannot lose his salvation.

2. POSITIONAL APPROACH (Romans 8:38-39)

We are united with Christ ("in Christ").  Absolutely nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ.

3. LOGICAL APPROACH (Romans 8:32, Romans 5)

As unbelievers we are enemies of God (Romans 5), as believers we are his children. If he did the most for his enemies what will he do for his children? This excludes loss of salvation for he saved us while we were his enemies.

4. GOD'S HANDS APPROACH (John 10:28, Psalm 37:24)

Neither shall anyone seize them out of my hand. God is all powerful.

5. EXPERIENTIAL APPROACH (2 Timothy 2:12-13)

If we deny Christ He is going to deny us rewards (context=suffering and rewards). If we renounce Him, HE REMAINS FAITHFUL. The believer is in Christ and Christ indwells the believer. He cannot deny Himself.

6. THE FAMILY APPROACH (Galatians 3:26, John 1:12)

When you believe in Christ you are born again as a child of God. You cannot be unborn, once a child always a child.

7. THE INHERITANCE APPROACH (1 Peter 1:4-5)

We have an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled which fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us who are kept by the power of God.  Perfect tense - it will always be reserved, since it is kept by God, not us.

8. THE SOVEREIGNTY APPROACH (2 Peter 3:9, Jude 24)

He is not willing that any should perish - refers to the whole human race (2 Peter 3:9) Now unto him who is able to keep you from falling (from perishing). Once you are saved, it is His will that you don't perish.

9. THE BODY APPROACH (1 Corinthians 12:21, Colossians 1:18)

Christ is the head, we are the members of the body.  If any are lost, the body of Christ is incomplete.

10. THE GREEK TENSE APPROACH (Ephesians 2:8-9)

"For by Grace are ye saved". Perfect tense of the verb "sozo". For by Grace have you been saved in the past so that you go on being saved forever.

11. THE SEALING MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT APPROACH (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30)

In the ancient world the seal was a guarantee for protection. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit guarantees our security. 

SALVATION:  REDEMPTION

1. Redemption is the work of the Lord Jesus Christ towards sin. The implications of the Greek words (lutron, lutrosis, apolutrosis, antilutrosis) is ransom, redeem, pay money to set a slave free, pay a price, or (exagorazo) purchase from the slave market (of sin). 

2. The principle of redemption is found in (John 8:31-36).
3. The Lord paid the price for us, redeeming us from the slave market of sin by his perfect sacrifice for sin on the cross. Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 2:14. 

4. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only qualified redeemer. Through His virgin birth he has no inherited Old Sin Nature, by His perfect life He had no acquired sin or sin nature, and through His hypostatic union He is equal with both parties: God and man. Isaiah 53:9, John 8:46, 19:4, 2Corinthians 5:21, Hebrews 1:3,4:15,7,25,28, 1 Timothy 3:16. 

5. In the Old Testament redemption was taught by means of the shed blood of an animal sacrifice. Hebrews 9:22, Job 5:19,25,26. 

6. Blood was the purchase price for redemption. Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18,19. The blood of Christ relates this work of redemption to that which was pictured in these Old Testament sacrifices. 2 Corinthians 5:21. 

7. The soul of the believer not the body is redeemed. Psalm 34:22, Matthew 8:17.

8. Redemption removes the demands of the Old Testament Law. Galatians 3:13,10, 4:4-6.

9. Redemption is a doctrine which the believer can apply in times of pressure and catastrophe (Job 19:25,26), thereby finding both blessing and happiness.

10. Redemption results in adoption (Gal 4:4-6).

11. Redemption provides the basis for the believer's eternal inheritance (Heb 9:15).

12. The blood of Christ is the ransom money or the purchase price of redemption (Eph 1:7; Col 1:14; 1 Peter 1:13,19; 1 John 1:7).

13. Redemption includes forgiveness of sin (Heb 9:22).

14. Redemption provides the basis of justification and immediate cleansing at salvation (Rom 3:24).

15. Redemption is the basis of our cleansing from sin during our Christian walk. (Lev 4:5; 6:1-6; 1 John 1:7,9).

REFRESHMENT

1. We are called to be a refreshment to others; a source of blessing and rejoicing in the Lord. 

2 Corinthians 1:12-14, Philippians 1:26, 1 Thessalonians 2:19.

2. David was a  source of refreshment with his ministry of music to King Saul. 1 Samuel 16:23.

3. The Word of God is a source of refreshment, and the teacher of the Word is to see their work as that of a refresher of the souls of the Lord’s people. Proverbs 25:13.

4. When people reject God’s refreshment through his Word they become depressed and open the door to discipline and distress. Isaiah 28:8-14.

5. When we respond to God’s Word we receive refreshment from the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:32, 2 Corinthians 7:13.

6. We have a ministry of refreshment to others as mature believers. 1 Corinthians 16:17-18, Philemon 7, 20, 2 Timothy 1:16-18.

REVIVAL

Twenty four Biblical revivals and Reforms are examined.

1. Jacob - On his return from Bethel he ordered his whole household to put away their false gods and to wash and change their garments. The false gods were buried. Jacob then built an altar to the Lord. (Genesis 35:1-4)

2. Moses - This occurred when the Israelites saw the parting of the Red Sea as a mighty act of God. Moses led the Israelites with the Song of Moses whilst his sister Miriam provided the music. (Exodus 14:31-15:21)

3. Samuel - He exhorted the nation to put away false gods and prepare to worship the one true God. (1 Samuel 7:3-6)

4. David - When the Ark of the Covenant was brought into Jerusalem for the first time. (1 Chronicles 15:25-28, 16:1-43, 29:10-25)

5. David - At the dedication of the materials for the future Temple. (1 Chronicles 29)

6. Solomon - At the dedication of the Temple. (2 Chronicles 7:1-3)

7. Asa - Who removed the idols and Sodomites out of the land. (1 Kings 15:11-15)

8. Jehosophat - Who led a revival when he cleansed the Temple and ordered the sanctification of the Levitical priesthood. (2 Chronicles 19)

9. Elijah - After the contest with the prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel. (1 Kings 18:21-40)

10. Jehu - When he exterminated all worshipers of Baal and their temples. (2 Kings 10:15-28)

11. Jehoida - As High Priest he led the people in a covenant to turn from their idols and worship God. (2 Kings 11:17-20)

12. Hezekiah - He cleansed the Temple resulting in a revival. (2 Chronicles 29-31)

13. Manassah - When this wicked king became a believer he ordered the destruction of all idols. (2 Chronicles 33:11-20)

14. Josiah - When in cleaning up the Temple the Book of the Law was accidentally discovered. Its public reading before the king and nation had a profound effect. (2 Kings 22-23)

15. Ezra - When as a result of his preaching on separation the nation Israel turned from their practice of marriage alliances with the heathen in the land. (Ezra 9-10)

16. Nehemiah - After he had rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem, Ezra publicly read and taught from the Word of God, causing a great revival. (Nehemiah 13)

17. Jonah - Despite a negative attitude, his preaching caused a mass conversion of the Assyrians at Nineveh. (Jonah 3)

18. Esther - Following the repentance of the Jews with the overthrow of Haman. (Esther 9:17-22)

19. John the Baptist - Who preached of the coming Messiah, warning them to repent. (Luke 3:2-18)

20. Jesus - When, after speaking to the Samaritan woman there was a revival in Samaria. (John 4:28-42)

21. Philip - Whose preaching regarding the kingdom of God produced a great revival in Samaria. (Acts 8:5-12)

22. Peter - At Pentecost after his great sermon. (Acts 2)

23. Peter - At Lydda after he had healed Aeneas. (Acts 9)

24. Paul - At Ephesus during his third missionary journey. (Acts 19:11-20)

WORK

1. Since the Fall, man has had to work for a living by the sweat of his. Genesis 3:17-19.

2. Our attitude to work as believers should, however, be an offering of praise to God. Romans 8:19-32, 1 Corinthians 10:31

3. Our attitude to work is witness to all.  Workers are told to follow some simple guidelines to open the door for witness in the work place - Titus 2:9,10.

a) "Be Obedient"  - The Greek verb hupotasso is the same one used for wives of their husbands, and involves responsiveness to the will of the other. The believer is to be the best worker in the situation and is to be known as the one who can be trusted to perform what is required.

b) "Not answering again" - Talking back, or "back chat" has always been a problem where authority is resented. Such resentment is to have no place in the Christian's life as they are to see every situation they find themselves in as one where they are called to show themselves servants of their master in heaven and live up to his standards and their high calling as ambassadors of Christ.

c) "Not purloining" - It was always a temptation for slaves to steal, as they had been "stolen" and the only way to get freedom was to buy it with money they saved. Paul's point here and elsewhere, was that freedom was not to be the goal, rather service for the Lord. Freedom was not to come at any price! The believer was to pay taxes and to recognize others wealth as the other person's property and not steal it, even if that other person was not "entitled to it".   Ephesians 4:28.

d) "Showing good fidelity" - The Christian worker was to shew by all he or she did that they were trustworthy in all things.

e) "Adorn the doctrine of God" - Become a credit to the doctrine of God.  The English word for cosmetics comes from the word adorn.  It means to decorate or present in a good light.  As men will take a second look at a woman who is well made up with cosmetics so Paul wanted the masters to take a second look at slaves who served well and so hear what made them different from the rest, namely the gospel.   2 Corinthians 5:20.

These principles apply to all workers and managers in industry today.

4. Christian employers must be a just and fair. Ephesians 6:5-9, Colossians 3: 22-4:1, 1 Timothy 6:1-8.

5. All Christians who can should be working for their living.  If they are unable to work they will be able to do something for the Lord, and such service should be supported by the church.  1 Thessalonians 3:10-12

6. Even Paul who ministered nearly full time, was a tent maker by day and a preacher and Bible teacher by night.  1 Corinthians 9:18, 1 Thessalonians 2:9-12,  4:11-12

7. Paying the pastor is legitimate, following the principle of the oxen treading out the grain; it ate whatever it needed to keep doing the job.  1 Corinthians 9:6-14, Galatians 6:6, Romans 15:27, Deuteronomy  25:4,  1  Timothy 5:17, 18.

8. Everything we do is to be looked upon as service to the Lord.  Colossians 3:23.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EPIGNOSIS - KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S WORD

1. There is a big difference between knowing about something and truly knowing some-thing so that your life is changed by it. The Greek uses two words;  gnosis which was simply knowing about, and epignosis which was knowing the facts to the point where your life was transformed by them.

2. Our understanding of the Bible doesn't depend upon our own intellect - it depends on the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit  John 14:16-20, 15:26, 16:7-15 and on our willingness to let the Holy Spirit use His word to change us 1 Corinthians 1:19-2:16.

3. Paul's prayers for the churches were that the believers would grow in full knowledge and the application of the word that would bring the fruits of the Holy Spirit in the life. Colossians 1:9-11, Philippians 1:9-11.

4. God has provided everything for the believer so that we might grow in the fullness of the stature of Christ.  As we use it we grow and enjoy the life that God intended for us. James 4:6,  Ephesians 4:12, 16,  5:16, 18, 6:10, Colossians 4:5,

5. Synonyms for spiritual growth are;

[a] - Putting on the whole armour of God Ephesians 6:11-13,

[b] - Following the pastor Hebrews 12:1,2, Philippians 3:13-17,

[c] - Godliness  1 Timothy 6:3-6, 2 Peter 1:3, 

6. Only believers who advance in their Christian walk are suited for service for the Lord, as only they are used to listening regularly to the teaching of the Holy Spirit within and therefore are able to be led into more and more service.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  MATURITY

Categories of Believers

1. Standpoint of Spirituality:

a) Spiritual believer - the Holy Spirit controls the inside of the believer (Romans 8:6b).

b) Carnal believer - the sinful nature controls the inside of the believer (Romans 8:6a).

2. Standpoint of Growth:

a) Baby - one who has just received Christ as Saviour.

b) Adolescent - one who has learned some doctrine but is not yet in the application state.

c) Mature - one who knows and applies doctrine and spends a maximum amount of time in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

3. Relationship of Maturity and Spirituality:

a) Spirituality is an absolute. The Holy Spirit either controls or He does not. One cannot be a little bit carnal. If he is carnal he is NOT spiritual.

b) Maturity is speeded up by spirituality, but a baby believer can be either carnal or spiritual, and a mature believer can be carnal or spiritual.

WISDOM

 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” Psalm 111:10

1. Wisdom is identified as understanding  (Proverbs 8:1, 5).

2. Wisdom will speak of things that are right, i.e. just and unbiased  (Proverbs 8:6).

3. Wisdom will speak truth and will abstain from wicked or malicious words (Proverbs 8:7).

4. Wisdom results in righteous (just, honest) words and will refrain from perverse or slanderous speech (Proverbs 8:8).  

5. Words of wisdom will be heard and understood by those who have understanding and knowledge (Proverbs 8:9).  

6. Wisdom will seek after instruction rather than wealth (Proverbs 8:10).   

7. Wisdom is better than material gain (Proverbs 8:11).

8. Wisdom is identified with prudence (discretion), it is discerning regarding ‘witty inventions’ (evil plots) (Proverbs 8:12).

9. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Psalm 111:10); therefore, to hate evil, pride and arrogance is a sign of wisdom (Proverbs 8:13).

10. There is strength (mastery) in wisdom (Proverbs 8:14).

11. Wisdom is necessary to leadership (Proverbs 8:15-16).

12. Wisdom will come to those who seek her early in life (Proverbs 8:17).

13. Those things that God considers true riches, i.e. a good name, humility and fear of the LORD are the rewards of wisdom (Proverbs 8:18-19 cf. Proverbs 22:1, 4).  

14. Wisdom is eternal (Proverbs 8:22-23).

15. Wisdom was before the creation; was instrumental in creation and for creations benefit (Proverbs 8:24-35).   

16. He that falls short of wisdom does wrong (does violence) to his eternal soul (Proverbs 8:36).

LIGHT 

1. God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all. (1 John 1:5)

2. The Lord is the visible manifestation of that light. (John 1:4, 8:12, 12:46)

3. The Lord's coming as the Light of the World was prophesied. (Isaiah 49:6)

4. The light was seen in the darkness of the world. (Matthew 4:16, Luke 2:32)

5. The Lord brought light and immortality through the gospel. (2 Timothy 1:10)

6. Believers are said to be light bearers. (Matthew 5:14-16, John 12:36)

7. We are said to be the children of the light. (John 11:9-10, Ephesians 5:8, 1 Thessalonians 5:5, 1 Peter 2:9)

8. Light is necessary for man's existence on the earth. (Ecclesiastes 11:7; Jeremiah 31:35)

9. Divine guidance of Israel was provided by God through light. (Exodus 14:20)

10. Bible doctrine in the soul is portrayed by light. (Psalm 119, 105,130)

11. The gospel is called light. (2 Corinthians 4:3,4; 2 Timothy 1:10)

12. Salvation brings the believer out of darkness into light just as the planet Earth was brought out of darkness into light by God. (Luke 1:79; 1 Peter 2:9).

13. Satan is the distorter, the angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:14)

14. Satan's strategy is to outshine the true light with his own false gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3-6)

ANGELS – SATAN’S STRATEGY AND TACTICS

STRATEGY

Whilst God is trying to call out personnel for the angelic council Satan is trying to confuse and blind minds as to what God’s plan is. He does this by deceit. He tries to keep the gospel from the unbeliever and to keep doctrine from the believer so that they will not grow.

His other strategy is to try and eliminate Israel by pogroms and anti-Semitism. It is said that Christ will gather the Jews not Zionism as is happening at the moment. If he could destroy all the Jews which he cannot he will destroy the Plan of God.

TACTICS

These are the techniques used by Satan to try and achieve his strategy. His main tactic is implied in John 8:44 where he is seen as the father of lies. There is no truth in Satan. He is a liar and has been from the beginning. The only truth is Christ the Word. Any one who deliberately distorts the truth is working for Satan. Rejection of Christianity is a rejection of the truth. By application all religions are therefore false.

Christians as a whole have failed to move out into all the areas of life and therefore have not claimed leadership in these areas and they have been forfeited to the unbeliever. Such areas as literature, history, philosophy, music, science and the like. 

The Christian should be a conqueror ideologically and not militarily. During this time Satan tries to cause conflicts such as creation versus evolution, relativism versus absolute values, internationalism versus nationalism. In the international area he causes war and strife.

Satan tries to confuse the believer. In Romans 6:6-11 the Bible says that the sin nature shall not have dominion over you. We are told to resist the devil and he will flee from you. Sometimes when we resist it does not work because the temptation is from your sin nature. You need to apply relevant Scriptures to your situation.

Satan will try and mislead you in the area of divine guidance. Satan can set up situations that will lead you out of the geographical will of God which can even extend to martyrdom. You need to do things in the Lord’s timing. Satan also perverts Scripture as seen in Luke 4:11 with the temptation of the Lord Jesus Christ where he misquotes Psalm 91:10,11

When people wrote the Scriptures they did not sit around with a blank mind. They used their minds and were led by the Holy Spirit as to what to write. When they had visions or dreams their minds were not turned off. When confronted by the Lord Jesus Christ Paul spoke to Him, He used his mentality.

In 2 Corinthians 11 ministers can act as messengers from Satan. Part of the Satanic attack is to get people to look inwardly rather than at their position at the right hand of the Father. With the case of suffering and sickness its source is sometimes difficult to determine as it can be the purpose of God or it can be an attack of Satan. This is hard to discern. 

Often the more spectacular manifestations is the method used to distract one from more important things such as studying and applying the Word.

With regards to the Word we have the teaching of false doctrine such as saying that Christ did not actually die on the Cross, that He was not truly human nor divine.

In relation to the gospel we have the picture in the parable of the Sower and the Seed of the bird coming down and taking away the seed that is sown. In regard to worship he will mock God through senseless words. Matthew 16 tells of Christ commanding Peter to get behind him as Peter is enthusiastic but has wrong concepts which Jesus saw as Satanic in origin as they did not conform to the Word of God. In Acts 5 Satan filled the heart of Ananias and Sapphira. He works in the children of disobedience.

Later on we will look at the strategies and tactics of the church. Spiritism and Occultism is something that the Christian should not dabble in. In Deuteronomy 18:9 the Jews were told not to seek guidance from spiritism or occultism. The main attacks on the church nowadays is not through cults but through spiritism and eastern religions and drugs. This is an attempt to break down the mentality of the soul. By these means you are opening the person up to demonic forces.

NEBUCHADNEZZAR - PRIDE

1. SCRIPTURE  2 Kings 24,25; Jeremiah 22:21-39,43-52; 2 Chronicles 36; Daniel 1-4; Ezra.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Nebuchadnezzar was the eldest son of Nabopolassar, the founder of the Chaldean Empire. He married Nitocris whose son-in-law Nabonidus and grandson Belshazzar were the last co-rulers of the empire. Nebuchadnezzar, as the crown prince, led the Babylonian forces that defeated the Egyptians at Carchemish in 605 BC. At this time he brought Daniel and others of the Judean nobility as hostages back to Babylon. On the death of his father he ascended the throne on September 6, 605 BC. Jehoiakim of Judah submitted to him (2 Kings 24:1). He captured Jerusalem on March 16, 597 BC, taking Jehoiakim captive and replacing him with Zedekiah (2 Kings 24:11-20). Zedekiah eventually revolted and he was taken into captivity with the remnant of Judea in 586 BC. Nebuchadnezzar had much contact with Daniel. The Jewish captive with God's help interpreted the visions of the arrogant man in Daniel 2 and of the Tree in Daniel 4. Late in life he suffered from zoantrophy and was in the fields for seven years. He rebelled against God's plan of history by erecting a huge statue of gold on the plain of Dura. Because they would not worship the idol, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were cast into the furnace (Daniel 3). There is some evidence that late in life Nebuchadnezzar became a believer (Daniel 4:34-37). He died in 562 BC.

3. EVALUATION

Using the Daniel passages in chapters 1 - 4 we see Pride and its result. The main cause of Nebuchadnezzar's pride was his position:

a) As conqueror (Daniel 1:1,2).

b) As the taker of hostages (Daniel 1:3-6).

c) As the judge with power of life or death (Daniel 1:10, 2:5).

d) As King of Kings (Daniel 2:37).

e) As the recipient of power, strength and glory (Daniel 2:37).

f) As world ruler (Daniel 2:38).

g) As the controller of religion (Daniel 3:3-6).

h) As a great builder (Daniel 4:30).

4. However, he failed to see that his position was not of his own making but of God, and that God can demote as well as promote:

a) God caused Jehoiakim to fall (Daniel 1:1,2).

b) God gave Nebuchadnezzar his position (Daniel 2:37,38).

c) God gave Nebuchadnezzar the dream of his fall (Daniel 4:13-18).

d) God provided an interpreter (Daniel 4:19-27).

e) He ignored God's direction (Daniel 4:30).

f) God brought Nebuchadnezzar to act as an animal and demoted him (Daniel 4:31-33).

g) Nebuchadnezzar believed and recognised God (Daniel 4:34-37).

5. PRINCIPLES

a) Pride is the worst of all sins (Proverbs 6:16,17).

b) Leaders of men often suffer from pride (2 Chronicles 32:25,26; 1 Timothy 3:6).

c) Pride leads to abuse of power (Isaiah 3:13-16).

d) God controls the destiny of man (Job 1:21).

e) Those who oppress believers will be disciplined by God (1 Kings 21:19).

f) God controls the individual and will not allow continual abuse of power (Amos 4:1-3).

g) Great rulers can be brought down to the dust (Psalm 135:10).

h) The choice is between pride (own will) and the Scriptures (God's will) (Proverbs 8:13).

i) God will respond to the penitent soul (Psalm 51:17).

j) God will have no other gods before Him (Exodus 20:3) - the first commandment.

CYRUS – THE PERSIAN SHEPHERD

1. SCRIPTURE   Ezra 1:1 - 6:14.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Cyrus II The Great was the son of Cambyses I, King of Anshan, and Mandane, a daughter of the King of Media. On the death of Cambyses in 559 BC he unified the Persians before attacking Media and welding the Medes and the Persians into an empire. He proceeded to defeat Croesus the fabulously rich King of Lydia in 546 BC before commencing an assault on Babylon itself. Cyrus eventually took Babylon, slaying the last King of the Chaldean empire, Belshazzar. On entering Babylon Cyrus proved to be a merciful conqueror allowing enslaved peoples to return to their own lands. This included the Jews, who were encouraged by Cyrus to return to Palestine and rebuild the temple (2 Chronicles 36:22,23; Ezra 1:1-5). He returned the sacred vessels plundered by Nebuchadnezzar from Solomon's temple (Ezra 6:5). About 50,000 Jews returned to Palestine under the leadership of Joshua and Zerubbabel (Ezra 2:64,65). The famous Cyrus Cylinder found by Hormuzd Rassam in the 19th Century confirms Cyrus' noble nature. The foundation stone of the second temple was laid in 536 BC (Ezra 3:8) exactly 70 years after the captivity, the time of desolations. In the autumn of 530 BC Cyrus died in battle. He was buried in Pasargadae where his small tomb is still visible.

3. EVALUATION

a) Cyrus was named by Isaiah in 712 BC (Isaiah 44:28).

b) It was prophesied that he would issue an edict ordering the rebuilding of the temple.

c) The Jews were warned by Jeremiah of a period of 70 years of desolations (Jeremiah 25:11,12).

d) The prophecy states that the Chaldean empire will be destroyed as a result.

e) Daniel recognised the 70 year desolation period in Daniel 9:2 and that the Jews would return to Israel.

f) The foundation stone for the temple was laid by Zerubbabel in 536 BC (Ezra 3:8), being 70 years from the original desolation commencing in 606 BC.

g) Cyrus therefore fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah some 200 years after it was given.

4. PRINCIPLES

a) God is in control of every circumstance in history. He knows our problems (Psalm 93:l; Matthew 6:8).

b) God is aware of what role we will play in His plan but does not coerce our free will (Esther 4:14-16).

c) Cyrus as a gentile had a central position in the history of the Jews. Race or origin are no barrier in the plan of God (Psalm 87:4; Colossians 3:11).

d) There is a common author of scripture, the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16).

e) God will provide a means of release from times of trouble for His chosen ones (1 Corinthians 10:13).

f) Oppression of the Jews brings disaster but a pro-Jewish policy brings national prosperity (Genesis 12:1-3).

g) A great leader should be both strong and merciful  (Proverbs 11:17; Matthew 5:5).

h) We should place God first in our lives (Exodus 20:3).

i) Knowledge and application of the scriptures is a source of comfort in times of adversity (Joshua 1:8).

j) God's timing is perfect (Acts 1:7).

JERUSALEM

1. Jerusalem is the Holy City of three monotheistic faiths.

a) JUDAISM:  Jerusalem has always been the focus of the Jewish homeland as it was the capital of the first Jewish kingdom.  The Western Wall (the Wailing Wall) is a remnant of the great temple, built by King Herod and is the most sacred of all Jewish shrines.

b) CHRISTIANITY:  For Christians, Jerusalem is the site of Jesus Christ's last days on earth.  It is the place of His trial and crucifixion, and also of His resurrection.

c) ISLAM:  The Arabs call Jerusalem "Al Quds", which means "The Noble (or Holy) Sanctuary".  After Mecca and Medina, it is the holiest city in the Muslim world.  On the place where the Temple stood now stands the Dome of the Rock (or mosque of Omar).  It is built over a rock from where Mohammed is said to have ascended to Heaven.

2. The name 'Jerusalem' is sometimes abbreviated to "Salem" which is the Hebrew word for peace (Genesis 14:18; Psalm 76:2).  Jerusalem means "City of Peace" (Psalm 122:6,7; Isaiah 66:12; Haggai 2:9).

3. It was the city of Melchizedek (Genesis 14:18).

4. Although the Israelites captured its "suburbs", they never took the citadel of Mount Zion (Judges 1:8,21 ; 19:12; Joshua 15:63).  This fortress was called Jebus, after its inhabitants the Jebusites, descendants of Hittites and Amorites (Ezekiel 16:3).  It was finally taken by King David and renamed City of David (2 Samuel 5:6-9).

5. It was a suitable place for a capital as it had not played a role in the history of any of the tribes and was not in any of the tribes' territory, but on the boundary between Benjamin and Judah (Joshua 15:8; 18:16).

6. It was a strong fortress and had its own water supply in the spring Gihon.  This could be reached from the city through a tunnel (2 Samuel 5:8), later improved by King Hezekiah (2 Kings 20:20; 2 Chronicles 32:30).

7. The real spiritual meaning of Jerusalem began when King David brought the Ark of the Covenant to the City of David on Mount Zion (2 Samuel 6:16).  Zion became synonymous with Jerusalem as the place where God dwelt among His people. (Psalms 48:1-3; 50:2; 87:2,3; 132:13,14; 137:5,6; 1 Kings 12:26-28)

8. Jerusalem the "City of Peace", was the scene of many battles and it changed hands many times during its 4,000 year history.  Since 1967 it has been back in Jewish hands. (Luke 21:24)

9. ITS FUTURE:

a) A new temple is to be built on the old temple site. The Antichrist will enter this temple to declare himself God. (2Thessalonians 2:4)

b) The armies of all nations will be drawn against her. Its inhabitants will suffer terribly but they will be delivered by the Lord. (Zechariah 14:1-9)

c) The Lord will enter the city through the East Gate (Golden Gate) which, at present, is bricked in. (Ezekiel 44:1,2; Psalm 24:7-9)

d) Jerusalem will be the capital during the Millennium. (Zechariah 2:10-13; 8:22; Isaiah 2:3,4)

e) But this Jerusalem is only a shadow of things to come. (Hebrews 11:10,16).  After the Millennium there will be a new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven. (Hebrews 12:22; Galatians 4:26; Revelation 3:12; 21:2,10).

GOD:  PLAN OF GOD

1. In eternity past, God designed a plan for every believer, which takes into account every event and decision in human history.

2. The plan centres around the person of Jesus Christ. (1 John 3:23, Ephesians 1:4-6)

3. Entrance into the plan is based on the principle of grace. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) where the sovereignty of God and the free will of Man meet at the cross. God brings salvation which is complete, Man brings his faith.

4. God's plan was so designed so as to include all events and actions. (1 Peter 1:2)

5. Under his plan God has decreed to do some things directly and some through agencies, Israel, the Church.

6. Without interfering with human free will in any way God has designed a plan so perfect that it includes cause and effect, as well as provision, preservation and function.

7. There are many functions in the Plan of God. They all constitute one whole comprehensive plan which is perfect, eternal and unchangeable.

8. The plan of God is consistent with human freedom and does not limit or coerce human free will. Distinction should be made between what God causes and what God permits. God causes the Cross but permits sin. God is neither the author of sin nor sponsors sin.

9. His plan portrays that man has free will. God never condones sin in the human race. Man started in perfect environment and innocence. Man sinned of his own free will. Man will sin in the perfect environment of the Millennium.

10. Distinction should be made between the divine plans which are related to the plan of God and divine laws which regulate human conduct on the earth. Divine laws occur in time, divine plans occur in eternity.

11. God's plans derive from His foreknowledge. He recognised in eternity past those things which are certain. The foreknowledge of God makes no things certain, but only perceives in eternity past those things that are certain.

12. There is a difference between foreknowledge and fore ordination. Fore ordination establishes certainty but does not provide for the certainty which is established. It is the plan that provides. (Romans 8:29, Acts 2:23, 1 Peter 1:2)

13. Therefore the elect are foreknown and the foreknown are elect. God knew in eternity past what way each free will would go for each particular problem in life. God does not coerce human free will but he does know what way each freewill will choose at any given time. As free will decides so God provides.

14. Since God cannot contradict his own character he plans the best for the believer. God is perfect, his plan and provisions are therefore perfect.

15. The cross was planned in eternity past but the human free will of Christ decided for the cross at Gethsemane. (Matthew 26:39-42) God has provided salvation through the cross and it is a free will decision as to whether one accepts it or not.

16. No plan in itself opposes human freedom but once a choice is made from the free will then the plan limits your human freedom. At the same time it gives you the freedom to love and appreciate God. God lays down the means of living the Christian life. 

ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD

1. Definition.

All believers of the Church Age belong to a unique system of royalty.  Revelation 1:6. This royalty is based on spiritual principles of Bible doctrine. While regeneration has occurred in every generation since the beginning of time, it is only the believers of the Church Age who form this eternal nobility.

2. Basis of royalty in the Church Age.

a. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the basis of royalty.  Acts 1:5; Romans 6:3,4 

b. No believer before or after the Church Age receives at salvation the baptism of the Holy Spirit; it is peculiar 
to this Age of history. Colossians 1:25,26

c. In every dispensation, the believer is regenerated by the Holy Spirit at the moment he believes in Christ; but in the Church Age the Holy Spirit  also baptises the believer into the Body of Christ. I Corinthians 12:13

3. Precedent for Royalty.

a. The order or battalion of Melchizedek provides both the pattern and precedent. Hebrews  5:6,10

b. However, Melchizedek acquired his royalty by becoming king of Salem, while Jesus Christ was born Royalty in the line of David. Matthew 1

c. Through the baptism of the Spirit, every believer is entered into union with Christ; hence, believers are known as the Body of Christ.  Colossians 1:18

d. As a member of the Body of Christ, every believer of the Church Age is eternally and personally related to the King of Kings. Galatians 3:26-29

d. When the Body of Christ is completed, the Church Age terminates with the resurrection or the Rapture, at which time the Body of Christ becomes the Bride of Christ.  Matthew 25:1-13; I Thessalonians 4:16-18

e. During the Tribulation, the Bride is prepared for, "Operation Footstool", the second phase of Christ's strategic victory, when all enemies are put under His feet.  Heb 1:13

4. Sign of Royalty.

a. The sign of royalty is the unprecedented universal indwelling, of the Holy Spirit. I Corinthians 6:19-20

b. The purpose of this indwelling is to glorify Jesus Christ. John 7:37-39

5. Security of Royalty.

a. The sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit guarantees the eternal security of the believer. Ephesians 1:13,14

b. Positional sanctification places every believer in the "palace" (heaven) forever.  Ephesians  1:3,4,11

6. Function of Royalty

a. The believer must advance toward the objective of spiritual maturity, at which time he receives the  accoutrements of royalty as well as the tactical victory of the angelic conflict. 

b. The believer fulfils the status of royalty in the modus operandi of the new priesthood. Hebrews 7-13

7. Future of Royalty.

As members of the Body of Christ and the Royal Priesthood (I Peter 2:9) all  Church Age believers will return with Christ at the Second Advent to participate in the strategic victory of the overthrow of Satan and the  Millennial reign of Christ. I Thessalonians 3:13; Revelation 5:10

PROPHECY

1. The gift of prophecy and the office of the prophet are distinguished in Scripture. In the Old Testament there were those who had the office of prophet, and served in an official capacity within the worship system of Israel but there were also those who at times were given the gift of prophecy to give a special prophecy even thought they were not full time prophets. Elijah was a man with the office and the gift, where-as David had the gift at times but not the office.

2. The roles of the person with the office of prophet were many and varied:

[a]. - Aaron was a preacher Exodus 7:1

[b] - In Nehemiah's time the prophet-preacher had a role to exegete the Word of God clearly so that the people would know the truth. Nehemiah 6:7, Hosea 6:5,

[c] - As revivalists they were to call people to repentance. Judges 6:7-12, Zechariah 7:7-12.

[d] - They were to oppose apostasy  so that those who were likely to be misled by a false teacher would have no excuse. 1 Kings 18:36-39, 40, 2 Chronicles 25:15 Ezekiel 2:5, 2 Kings 20:11. 

[e] - They were encouragers of the people. Ezra 5:2.

[f] - They were sometimes song/worship leaders for the people. 1 Samuel 10:5.

[g] -They led in prayer at worship. 2 Chronicles 32:20.

[h] - They were the advisers to the kings and they were associated with coronations. 1 Samuel 10:1, 1 Kings 11:28, 29, 2 Kings 9:1-6, 2 Chronicles 12:5, 2 Chronicles 12:6, 15:2-7.

[i] - They were spiritual advisers or seers for the kings; they "saw" the immediate future and so were able to advise the kings of the right decisions. 1 Samuel 9:9, 2 Samuel 24:11, 1 Chronicles 21:9, 24:29, 2 Chronicles 19:2, 33:18, 2 Kings 17:13, Isaiah 29:10,  

[j] - They were fore-tellers of significant future events. 2 Samuel 7:5-16, Amos  9:11, Isaiah 9:6,7, Isaiah 53, Ezekiel 34:22ff, Micah 5:2, Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 13:8, Joel, Zechariah 14, and many more. 

[k] - God intended them to be the shepherds and vine-dressers of the nation. As such they were to be the type of Christ, who is referred to in the Old Testament as "the great prophet". Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Zechariah 13:5,6, Matthew 21:11, Luke 7:16, 8:18-20, 24:19,23-26, John 7:40,41.

3. The Methodology of the prophets. There was no "set" formula for the prophets to follow, but certain things were established as "tests" for the people to be sure the prophet was genuine.

[a] - The prophet had to have a spiritual life witness that was like Moses. Deuteronomy  34:10-12.

[b] - God spoke to the prophets by dreams and visions. God spoke to Moses face to face but he was an exception. Numbers 12:6-7.

[c]. - The prophet had to be totally confident of his message, as he was judged by God if there was any falsehood in it. 1 Kings 22:13,14, 2 Kings 5:8.

[d] - There were to be no secret prophecies, everything was to be open and clear, so that all the people might be warned of God. Jeremiah 23:25-29.

[e] - The prophet had to be specific in his message and had to be obeyed literally. 2 Kings 5:10-19, note especially verse 13.

4. There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day. Jeremiah 2:8, Ezekiel 13:1-23.

Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about. Matthew 7:15-23.   

Note The Lord's Words here in that the personal walk of the prophet is to be paid attention to:- 

No spiritual fruit in their life = no truth in their words.

God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgement upon them, so that believers are always presented with an obedience test, to see whether we will obey the Scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgement.

False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching. Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil. Hosea 4:5,6, 9:7,8.

5. Tests that believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy.

[a] - The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God. Jeremiah 23:33-36,    2 Peter 2:1-3, 1 Corinthians 14:32.

[b] - The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God. Deuteronomy 13:1-5.

[c] - The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested. Deuteronomy 18 : 20 - 22,  Jeremiah 28 : 9.

[d] - Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false.  Jeremiah 8:10.

[e] - Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false. Micah 2:11.

[f]  Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife, etc in their life , they were false! Jeremiah 23 : 11.

[g] - If they were found only in groups they were probably false, as God's prophets were men alone. 1 Kings 22:5-8, 18:22.

[h] - Does the prophecy accord with Scripture (this is more than just not contradict)? 1 Corinthians 14:37,38, 2 Kings 23:2. 

CHAPTER 42 - THE SERVANT OF THE LORD IN WHOM GOD DELIGHTS

This chapter continues the teaching of the nature of the servant of the Lord (the Messiah) to come. The salvation of Israel will comes from the person and work of the Lord alone, not from any religious activity on their part. God is working out their salvation in his grace and mercy, and their role, and ours, upon the earth is to correctly orient themselves to the character and plan of the mighty saving God. These chapters are doctrinally packed as we have seen, and will see, right through till the end of the book.  These are the doctrinal truths that saved the people of Hezekiah’s day.
1  Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul  delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment  to the Gentiles.

We are introduced to the servant in each of these poems/messages that comprise chapters 40-48, and with each chapter we are taught another piece of information about the nature and work of the Messiah, the Servant of the Lord. The first order of this message is to “behold”, or look and think through what they see in this person. This man is to be studied thoroughly and with a focus that indicates he is the most important person they will ever meet. His person and work have the most important significance for mankind; there is no other that man MUST comprehend, believe in, and follow. Isaiah 43:10-11, 49:1-7, 52:13-15, 53:10-12, Matthew 12:18-21, Philippians 2:5-11. As the New Testament references make clear, these passages are directly attributed to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Isaiah is given the supreme role of any prophet, to tell of Jesus and prepare the way for him by proclaiming who he is and what he will do 700 years before he comes. This is prophecy at it’s purest form and these verses, like all through this amazing section must cause us to lift our voices to the Lord in praise for the majesty of his great plan and the certainty of it’s complete fulfilment. As we meditate upon the nature of the Lord as a servant let us also think upon our own inner attitudes and life witness, for as the Philippians passage makes very clear, we are also to be like him in this, and serve our Lord and Saviour as he served us. The Father delights in the Son and his servant work, and he delights in us as we follow the example of the Son in this as in all other things. Isaiah 49:7-12, 50:7-10. 

The Lord God upholds him, and all who follow him and walk in his footsteps are likewise upheld by the same power of the mighty God. We are upheld in the trial and pressures of life by the assurance of his Word, the comfort of his Holy Spirit, and the inner certainties of his plan, of which we are a living part, in Christ Jesus. Psalms 37:17-24, 41:12, 119:116, 145:14, Hebrews 1:3. As the Hebrews passage makes clear, we are upheld through the trials of this life by the power of the one who made and holds together the universe itself.

The Lord as the servant is the “elect one”; chosen to be the one who brings man through to salvation and completes the plan’s provisions to defeat the enemy. He is the chosen one and we enter into this election through his grace and mercy by faith. We are elect ones also in this amazing plan. Refer to the doctrinal study on GOD - ELECTION. The certification of the Lord’s identity as “The Servant” will be the presence of the Holy Spirit coming upon him in his humanity. Matthew 3:16-17, John 1:32-34. Refer to the doctrinal studies, CHRIST – TESTIMONIES ABOUT CHRIST IN ISAIAH, also CHRISTIAN LIFE – SERVICE.

The ministry of the Lord, the Servant of God, is not restricted to the Jews, but he will minister salvation to the Gentiles of all nations, even to the furtherest “Isles of the Sea”; the Antipodean nations of the South Pacific. Malachi 1:11. Fifteen times in the book of Isaiah he mentions this ministry to the Gentiles, and eighteen times he refers to the “Isles of the sea”. As an exercise look up every reference to these words in your concordance and read all the verses and be overwhelmed about the message that the Lord gave to Isaiah. This is a book written to us all! Romans 15:8-16, Ephesians 3:8-12.  As you reflect upon this truth, you will see why this book was the favourite of the early churches.
2  He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street.

The Lord does not come as a conqueror, nor a politician, nor a rabble rouser, but as a humble servant, whose works are seen but he remains inconspicuous. The Lord did not seek great publicity, nor did he court fame and earthly power. If we follow him in truth we ought to also move away from all such things, seeking his service not the fame that man offers. He rode upon the transport of the king coming in peace, and he did not overwhelm men with his power, but gave enough evidence of who he was so that those who truly sought the Lord could find that he indeed was the one they sought. 

Men will seek the Saviour that they would prefer; they will look for the messenger with the message they desire to hear. They want salvation on their terms, but the person and message of the true servant of God, is one that we must hear and accept on his terms, for he is God, and we are to adjust our expectations to him, not expect him to tailor his plan to us. Zechariah 9:9, Matthew 11:28-30, 12:16-19, Luke 17:20-33, 2 Timothy 2:24-26, 1 Peter 2:21-25.  

3  A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth.

The Lord’s servant heart is illustrated by actions here that many today do not understand. This verse refers to the Lord’s tender care and encouragement for those with little faith or strength in their will power. A bruised reed was not much good for paper making or weaving, but was thrown away due to the flaw in it’s stem. We are all flawed people but the Lord does not “break us” and discard us with violence.  In grace we are blessed by Messiah, never cast aside.
Man will sometimes speak of God as the ancient’s spoke of their vengeful gods, but these are the demons behind paganism, not the God revealed in the scriptures. The lost are finally judged, but that is only after they have persisted in rejection of the truth for their entire life. 

The second reference is to volition and spiritual “fire” in the soul. Flax was a fire starter and fire carrying device in the ancient world. When the dry flax began to smoke the fire was just starting and could easily be put out with the slightest action. If the fire was to be got going the smoking flax was protected from sudden gusts of wind and gently blown upon to bring the fire to full life. Just so the Lord deals with us all; the least “fire” in our soul he gently encourages by the soft breath of the Holy Spirit, in order that we might burst into full fire for him. Psalms 103:14-18, 147:3, Isaiah 61:1-3,  Ezekiel 34:16, Matthew 18:11-14, Luke 22:31-34. He comes to save, and finally he will judge, but he will judge in truth. Psalms 72:2-4, 96:13, 98:9, Micah 7:8-9, John 5:30.

4  He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.

Isaiah proclaims the certain victory of the Lord. He will not fail in his mission, nor will he fall short of his goals in anything at all. Everything he intends to accomplish will be accomplished. He will not be discouraged during the walk through this life, for his eyes are fixed on the plan. We can get discouraged at times, but we have our remedy in his example and as we fix our eyes upon him and the great plan of which we have a part, so we are lifted up and put back on the path. Isaiah 8:17, 31:1-3, 45:22, Micah 7:7, Zechariah 12:10, Philippians 3:20, 2 Timothy 4:8, Titus 2:13, Hebrews 12:2, 1 John 1:1-3, Jude 21. 

It’s all about looking to Jesus; it is all about being in love with Him and being focused on his person and work. All the troubles of life will grow strangely dim in the light of his wonderful face, which proclaims the beauty and glory of his grace. Pastor, if you want power, certitude, stability and calmness in your soul, then draw close to Jesus, spend time looking deeply into his wonderful face, and be rested in the beloved.

The whole earth will be ruled over by the Lord.  The far off islands of the seas of the world wait for his glory to be revealed and for him to reign in power and majesty. The plan is certain of fulfilment. He will rule over this earth and every island will give glory to him. The world awaits his law; we groan awaiting his deliverance from the rule of evil. That day will come proclaims Isaiah; the King will return to rule. Refer to the doctrinal study of CHRIST – THE FIRST AND SECOND ADVENTS. Genesis 49:10, Psalms 22:26-28, 72:8-11, 98:1-4. 

5  Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein:

The Lord God reveals himself in this verse with the majesty and glory that is due his name. The Lord is the Creator Saviour God. Our viewpoint of God is often too small and we miss the majesty and therefore the comfort of the true glory of the real God. When we see troubles around us we do not look far enough. The answer to our troubles is to look beyond our troubles to the world and universe beyond them, and reflect upon the power holding all that together, then return to our troubles, and be comforted. 

Surrounded by the armies of Assyria Isaiah practised what he preaches here and in other places, and looks upwards to restore his divine viewpoint of his situation; he, like us, remains in the hands of the one who rules the universe. Isaiah 40:12, 22, 28, 44:24, 45:12, 18, 48:12-13. The psalmist also looks upwards to find strength in the midst of the pressures around about. Psalms 24:1-2, 33:6-9, 102:24-27, 104:1ff. All correction of man’s fear based responses to things that happen begins with the upward look, and the reminder of who it is we worship. Hebrews 1:1-12. We are provided the very breaths we take, and without the blessing of the Lord we will stop breathing and die.  Acts 17:26-30.

6  I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;

The call of the Father to the Son is made in righteousness and accomplished in righteousness. Refer to the doctrinal studies of GOD – CALLING and CHARACTER OF GOD. The holding of the hand did not mean simply affection, it meant identity of purpose and total support provided. The plan of God is a complete plan of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Refer to the doctrinal study of GOD – TRINITY (3 studies - see page 24-25) and also refer to WORKS OF THE FATHER AND THE SPIRIT. 

There is the promises of being kept right through the ministry to it’s completion, and also the promise of double blessing, to both the Jewish people and for the light to be turned on for the gentiles, so that all might see and respond to the truth. Acts 13:47, 26:23, 1 Peter 2:9. The Lord will bring in a new covenant, built upon the solid foundation of his person and work. Refer to the doctrinal study of COVENANTS, and also NEW COVENANT.

7  To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house.

 The power of God alone can free man from the hold of satanic blindness over the soul. The enemy has all mankind in the prison cell of sin and death, and has blinded the eyes, but the power of God breaks these bonds and sets us free. This was the Lord’s earthly ministry during his first advent, but will be his work also after his second advent. Psalms 107:10-16, 146:7-10, Zechariah 7:11-12, Matthew 11:2-6, Luke 4:16-21, John 10:10. God seeks to set the captive free, and that means not just those “captured” by physical debility, but those satanically blinded or captured by false philosophy and religious nonsense. 2 Timothy 2:23-26, Hebrews 2:14-18, 1Peter 2:9-12. 

8  I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.

The Lord is a jealous God; he will not give his praises to another, nor allow the gods of this world to get praise and glory for long. The Lord alone is God and none will be allowed for long to deceive the world. Satan is forced to “recycle” his demons in the guise of different gods, for they rise and fall with the nations they have deceived into believing they have power. We look at the fallen statues of the Greeks now, but none now truly serve Apollo or Zeus! 

There is nothing that can be made by man that deserves honour and glory; that belongs to the Lord alone. Exodus 3:13-14, 20:3-7, Psalms 83:18, John 5:22-29, 8:58.  God has zero tolerance for demonic idolatry.  It will all be swept away.
9  Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them.

Isaiah sees that the things spoken of by Moses and himself earlier in his ministry have come to pass; they are fulfilled in the Northern Kingdom of Israel, and now in the Southern Kingdom of Judah. The end of the present nation is not far away, and it’s restoration will come under Cyrus. Isaiah realizes he stands close to the great events of Israel’s national history, the times of the Gentiles is about to begin and that he has been given the key to understand these things. He is overwhelmed about what God has shown him. He sees that God has forewarned them all of the things that are to come. 1 Peter 1:10-12, 2 Peter 1:19-21.

10  Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof.

Isaiah echoes the prophets a great deal. Here we have echoes of Psalms 33:3, 40:3, 96:1-3, 98:1-4, 117:1ff. Paul picks up the song after the Lord’s first advent and reminds all believers that this is our song! Romans 15:8-16. Once again the nations like New Zealand and Australia, at the “ends of the earth” are included in this song, as are all the islands of the far flung Pacific, Indian and Atlantic oceans. Psalms 97:1, Zephaniah 2:11. All the sailors on the seven seas are included in the song, for all will praise the Lord in that day as they see his works and deliverance. 

11  Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains. 12  Let them give glory unto the LORD, and declare his praise in the islands.

Those in the wilderness areas and those in the cities of the world will all praise the Lord with the same song also. The survivors of the Great Tribulation period will be scattered in hiding all over the known world, but they will all be united in psalms of praise that glorious day when the Lord returns to set up his kingdom. All the nations around about, from the rock of Petra, through to the mountains of the Eastern world they will lift up their voices in praise to the Lord. In the far flung islands of the world there will be the praises of the living God sung aloud for all to hear and glorify the Lord that mankind is at last united, as survivors and servants of the living God.  The enemies of the truth will receive a “speedy riddance”, Psalms 18:7, Jeremiah 25:30, Zephaniah 1:18, 3:8, but the redeemed of the Lord will come with singing into Zion. Zephaniah 3:14-20, Joel 2:21-25, 3:16-18, Amos 1:2, 9:11-15.

13  The LORD shall go forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy like a man of war: he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall prevail against his enemies. 14  I have long time holden my peace; I have been still, and refrained myself: now will I cry like a travailing woman; I will destroy and devour at once. 15  I will make waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbs; and I will make the rivers islands, and I will dry up the pools.

It is hard for many to read these words and remember that they are words about the Lord Jesus Christ. As we saw in the above verses of The Twelve (Minor Prophets), the Lord will come with judgment upon all those who have mocked his grace and mercy and abused and violated those who accepted his peace. They have chosen war with God and war they will certainly get. At present the Lord is the one who loves and waits for man’s repentance, but the day draws closer by the minute when he will judge the creation that he redeemed with his precious blood. 

These words detail, in the poetic language picked up by the Twelve and later by John, the focused judgment of the Lord upon those who have settled with their decision to reject and hate him. The picture of the Lord upon his horse is the opposite of that riding into Jerusalem on his donkey as Prince of Peace. The difference stems from the rejection of the Prince of Peace and the certainty that the Prince will return in War. 

In the ancient world this was well understood and was not the problem it is to our liberal, and “wet” moderns who have not faced reality. If peace is rejected you opt for war; it is as simple as that. If you have calculated correctly then it isn’t a concern, but if you have miscalculated the power equation or reality, then “be very scared”! 

This is the message that is ours to give; it is the “flip side” of the Gospel message. If salvation is rejected, and if the one who claims your allegiance as the Prince of Peace and the King of kings, truly is who he has claimed to be, then you are in deep trouble as his creation. The stakes are high when people reject the Gospel message and we err too often in down playing the decision for salvation, for it carries grave consequences for those who get it wrong. Psalms 114:7-8, Hebrews 9:27, Revelation 19:11-21.

As verse fourteen makes clear the Lord has waited a long time in a place where peace was continually offered, but the time runs out. Habakkuk 2:3-5, Romans 2:3-16, 2 Peter 3:9-18. Grace if offered to all upon the earth and there is forgiveness for all who will come by faith, but for those who reject this the Lord reserves the right to judge them, and they have nothing they can say against this. This theme is repeated many times in the book of Isaiah and repetition here in the text of this commentary is not apologized for. We are challenged by repetition in the Word of God to repeat our own warnings to the lost and remind ourselves again and again of this terrible truth.

16  And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them. 17  They shall be turned back, they shall be greatly ashamed, that trust in graven images, that say to the molten images, Ye are our gods.

There is the contrast here made strongly between the blind who are protected, and the spiritually deceived (blinded by Satanic religion) who are judged. Those who have been disadvantaged by physical debility, or by the results of the persecution of the Great Tribulation are guided by the Lord who makes their way easy to get to the place of blessing, but those who are persistent in their hatred of the Lord are told clearly and finally that their days upon the earth are over. The restoration of the blind and their blessing is a significant metaphor for the loving kindness of God towards those who struggle against debility of any sort. Isaiah 29:18, 24, 30:21, 32:3, 35:5, 8, 48:17, 54:13, 60:1-2, 19-20. The culpably blind are those who trust in fake religion, who follow physical images and false religious and philosophical system, for these are not gods, just self-deceived demons who are simply then the deceivers of self centred men.   

18  Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see. 19  Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the LORD's servant?

These are strange questions here. These verses teach two vital principles. Firstly they remind us that there is none so blind as the person who WILL NOT see. There is none so deaf as the one who WILL NOT hear. This is the heart of the prophet’s message throughout the book, for in Isaiah’s day the nation was nearly destroyed due to this wilful spiritual blindness and deafness. 

You cannot learn anything unless you focus your mind with volition directed to trying to understand what is taught. The best of teachers will always fail to communicate to those who do not want to learn. Negative volition will always fail to connect with excellence in communication, for hatred is more powerful that goodness in the short term. Young children and teenagers illustrate this in the best schools, where they may receive the best teaching but reject the teacher and therefore fail to learn. Do we blame the school? Often the parents do, yet the truth is mostly that there has been a failure in the child, who for some reason rejects learning. We may not blame them, for as minors, there may be familial reasons why they have rejected education, but we do not, if we are wise, blame the teacher if we know they are good at their job. Volition is the key concept of the Divine Institutions and is a concept much attacked by evil today. Refer to the doctrinal study, GOD: DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FREE WILL. 

These people fail to hear Isaiah because they believe themselves to be perfect and so not needing the words of God. It is a dangerous thing to be self satisfied when you have no reason to think yourself either superior or powerful. Man is dust and air; we have our life only courtesy of our creator, and the foolishness of a man who insults God is beyond belief. The smallest cells of our body can turn on us and kill us in days, a accident can befall us, a natural disaster can occur. We have a very tenuous hold on life! To consider yourself perfect is to truly play the fool, and the wages of such sinful play acting is death!  “Kiss the Son and live”: forget you are here courtesy of the Son, and you will die a fool. Psalm 2:12.
20  Seeing many things, but thou observest not; opening the ears, but he heareth not. 21  The LORD is well pleased for his righteousness' sake; he will magnify the law, and make it honourable.

Man may persist in his active rejection of the truth, but it is still the truth. Numbers 14:20-30, Deuteronomy 29:2-6, Nehemiah 9:10-17, Psalms 106:6-13, Isaiah 48:6-8. Men may choose not to hear the message that will save them, but it is still truthful, and their rejection of it will certainly lead to their death. Man is given warning and if he rejects it he must face the consequences of his own rejection. God is well pleased with his own righteousness, for he has done all things well and will continue to do all things well, even if man rejects the truth. Man’s rejection of the law is an irrelevancy to the law maker and creator of all things. Rejection of a truth simply makes you pathetic, it does not make you noble. A rebel with a cause may be considered noble, but a person who argues against the obvious truth is simply a fool and no sane person respects them. John 9:31-41, 11:37-52, Acts 28:21-25. 

22  But this is a people robbed and spoiled; they are all of them snared in holes, and they are hid in prison houses: they are for a prey, and none delivereth; for a spoil, and none saith, Restore.

The people have been spoiled and beaten by the enemies for they chose their enemy’s gods over their own Lord, and they walked in disobedience to the Lord God of Israel rather than truly. Luke 19:41-44. The great sadness of the Lord as he spoke judgment upon Jerusalem is palpable as you read these verses in Luke’s Gospel, for they did not have to suffer as they did, but they chose the path of evil over the path of Goodness. They were snared by evil and so are locked away for judgment that will fall upon them at the end. There is no deliverance for them, for they chose their own fate, and no-one will restore those who rejected their only hope, for they have already turned away from the only one who could save them. Psalms 50:20-21, 51:1-10.

23  Who among you will give ear to this? who will hearken and hear for the time to come? 24  Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers? did not the LORD, he against whom we have sinned? for they would not walk in his ways, neither were they obedient unto his law. 25  Therefore he hath poured upon him the fury of his anger, and the strength of battle: and it hath set him on fire round about, yet he knew not; and it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart.

The appeal is earnest and strong; who will hear and respond to God? Who will be delivered? Only those who love the Lord and hear his words will be restored and delivered. Isaiah includes himself amongst the sinners of the nation, for he also has shared their plight. 

As the pastors of the Lord’s flock we are to identify ourselves with the Lord’s rebellious people in order that we might “win some”. 1 Corinthians 9:19-22. All efforts are made in order to reach others with the Gospel message. Once men have walked away from the Lord’s grace, we must face the facts of God’s law. The law still stands, even though man rejects it. For this very reason the anger of God is poured out upon the people who oppose the Lord and his will. 

Even though the fire has burned all around them, these people have not faced the facts. Isaiah tells them of the signs that are coming and hopes that when they see all these terrible things that they might return and trust their God again. The good news is that they will hear the words of Jeremiah and Ezekiel finally and a remnant according to grace will be delivered; the sadness of the prophet and of the Lord he serves, is that the great majority of each generation do not respond to grace and will perish under judgment.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Free will is a great truth, but a sad one, for most misuse their freedom and abuse the one who gave it. The Lord has made us free to respond to his righteous demands, and we are responsible for our responses and have no case before our Lord when we fail to face a clearly revealed truth. This “flip side” of the Gospel message is to be proclaimed as loudly as the gospel of grace, mercy and peace. We err as pastors in not making the truth of judgment clear. Let us give the Full Gospel, which includes the message of judgment upon those who deliberately turn away from the Prince of Peace! Refer to the doctrinal study on UNBELIEVER.

2. 
There comes a time when there is no deliverance; when the offer of salvation is taken off the table. This day draws closer by the minute and we ought to be the more earnest in the proclamation of this truth to all who will hear, even if they reject it. We are not to be put off by the hatred of man, nor by their bitter arguments against God, for all will be silenced by the judgment of God upon them. With deep concern for the lost let us ensure we make the truth clear to all we speak to of the Lord’s work for them.

3. 
As the Lord is the servant of God just so we are to be the servants of the Lord and his people. Servant leadership is the concept of the scriptures and is to be the standard for believers who would follow the Lord. Let us imitate Christ rather than the princes of men. Pastor, seek the Lord’s face regarding any arrogance within you, and ensure you truly reflect the servant leadership concept that is the Lord’s standard.

4. 
The Lord came as the Prince of Peace, in humility and servanthood and that offer for him to rule in the heart of fallen men by faith remains open. The offer is for a “limited time only” and man must be told clearly of this limit.

5. 
The Lord will be victorious; there is not even the slightest doubt of his final victory. When we doubt or get discouraged we are urged to remember the final victory and rejoice in the Lord, resting in his Holy Spirit’s power to carry us through our troubled times.

6. 
Man is deceived and held firmly under the powers of satanic blindness but the power of the Holy Spirit is able to remove all the blindness from the eyes so that all men can see the truth. The Holy Spirit reveals truth to all but many choose not to see it, nor respond to it, preferring blindness to light, their own version of truth to the correction to life patterns that must come when reality does dawn.

7. 
We all stand at a great junction of history. It is not just Isaiah who stands in a great place, for we all do in Christ Jesus. There is something that the Lord seeks for us to find and complete that is our task alone. Let us get to our knees and seek the Lord’s face for the right direction in each of our lives. We are not called to be like anyone else, but to walk the path the Lord wants us to walk and to be like Christ!

8. 
Every morning we arise we ought to give the Lord thanks for life and health. The smallest cells in our bodies may “go nuts” at any time and become cancerous, for cancer is our own cells turning upon us. I have seen people well one day and dying the next from a cancer they did not know they had. I have seen people who built great wealth and in arrogance made their plans for extensive holidays and great building plans, for all to come to nothing, as they are called to account by the one they have ignored. 

Like the fool in the parable, Luke 12:16-21, many build great empires but fail to face their maker until they are face to face with him in the hall of judgment. Truly they are fools, but we may play the fool ourselves. Jeremiah 17:5-11.  It is foolish to live our lives in compartments, ignoring God on all days except Sunday. In all our plans we need to take the Lord into account and make all our plans in accordance with his will for our lives.

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

GOD:  ELECTION AND PREDESTINATION

1. The Biblical concept of predestination does not conflict with human freewill.

2. Christ was predestined for a specific purpose from eternity past - to go to the cross and be raised to glory   (Isaiah 42:1, 1 Peter 2:4-6, Acts 2:23)

3. All members of the human race are potentially elect by the Father under the concept of unlimited atonement. (2 Peter 3:9, 1 John 2:2)

4. When a person trusts in Christ for salvation, he is united with Christ and therefore shares His election and destiny (1 Corinthians 1:2, 30, Romans 8:28, 32, Ephesians 1-4)

5. Election is closely linked with foreknowledge.  In eternity past, God knew who would believe, He therefore predestined them, called them, and they were saved  (Romans 8:29-30, 2 Timothy 1:9)

6. Therefore, election and predestination applies to the believer only. No person is predestined for hell - it is a choice of freewill (John 3:18, John 3:36).

7. Election is a present and future possession of every believer. (John 15:16, Colossians 3:12)

8. Election is also the foundation of the universal church. (1 Thessalonians 1:4)

9. There are five Greek words used in conjunction with predestination. 

a) Pro Orizo - to predesign (Romans 8:28, 29, Ephesians 1:5, 11)

b) Protithemi - to predetermine (Romans 3:25, Ephesians 1:9)

c) Prothesis - a predetermined plan (Romans 8:28, 9:11, Ephesians 1:11, 3:11, 2 Timothy 1:9)

d) Proginosko - to foreordain, to preordain. (Romans 8:29, 11:2, 1 Peter 1:20)

e) Prognosis - foreknowledge or predetermined purpose (Acts 2:23, 1 Peter 1:2)

10. The life of Judas is a good illustration of predestination and freewill.

a) God's call is to all people, His desire is that all will be saved. (Matthew 28:18-20, John 3:16 1 John 2:2, 3:23)

b) God is long suffering towards the lost, not willing that any should perish. (2 Peter 3:9)

c) God's call is to all, but people must respond. (John 3:36, 16:8-11)

d) God's call is of love. (Jeremiah 31:3, John 3:16)

e) Those who resist become hardened in their souls and open to Satanic influence or possession. (Romans 1:20-32, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12)

f) Judas was chosen in love by the Lord (Matthew 10:1-4, John 13:18) and received the sop of the honoured guest and sat at the Lord's right hand at supper.

g) However Judas was a thief and a traitor. (John 12:6, 13:18)

h) As an unsaved man he was involved in evangelism. Others were probably saved through his reading of the word but he was not. (Matthew 10:1-8)

i) He became the Son of Perdition by his decision, he could not blame anyone else (John 17:12)

11. Drawing (gk. elkuo) means to draw, lead or impel. In this case the drawing or calling is in love. All the elect will freely respond to the work of the Holy Spirit. The drawing provides the motive to respond.

12. All people are called to repent, but only the elect are drawn. (John 3:16, 36 , 12:32 16:8-11, 1 John 2:2)

13. Believers, Called Ones, Elect, are all names for the same person. God calls, the Holy Spirit works, we simply respond to the call of Love. (Jeremiah 31:3, John 3:16)

14. The calling provides the motivation for the expression of love in the unbeliever who is positive towards salvation. (Philippians 2:13)

15. God can thereby give His gift of salvation to the elect. (John 1:13, Romans 9:16 Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5-6)

16. God therefore gets the glory for His work, we get the benefits (Jude 24-25)

(a) God planned it in eternity past.

(b) God provides it at the cross.

(c) God prepares for it in the life by conviction.

(d) God provides the motivation to accept the offer.

(e) God gives the gift of salvation to the elect.

(f) God gives the Holy Spirit to the new believer.

(g) God has prepared a new body for the believer.

17.Christ was elected from eternity past (Isaiah 42:1, 1 Peter 2:4-6). Election of the believer means we share the election of Christ and share the destiny of Christ.

18. This election of Jesus Christ occurred under the concept of Divine Plans (John 15:15, Ephesians 1:4, 2 Timothy 2:13, 1 Peter 1:2)

19. Each believer shares the election of Christ through positional sanctification. (1 Corinthians 1:2, 30, Romans 8:28, 32, Ephesians 1-4)

20. This election occurs at the moment of salvation. (1 Thessalonians 1:4, 2 Thessalonians 2:13, 2 Timothy 1:9)

21. Election therefore depends on the positive application of the free will of man to God's plan. (John 3:16)

CHRIST: TESTIMONIES ABOUT CHRIST IN ISAIAH

1. His Godhead (40:12-18, 51:13)

2. His Incarnation (7:14, 9:6)

3. His Lowly Youth (7:15, 9:1-2, 11:1, 53:2)

4. His Servant hood (11:2, 42:1)

5. His Mildness (42:2)

6. His Tenderness (42:3)

7. His Obedience (50:5)

8. His Message (61:1-2)

9. His Miracles (35:5-6)

10. His Sufferings (50:6, 52:13-15)

11. His Rejection (53:1-3)

12. His Passion (53:4-6)

13. His Vicarious Death (53:8)

14. His Burial (53:9)

15. His Resurrection (53:10)

16. His Ascension (52:13)

17. His High Priestly Ministry (53:12)

18. His Exaltation (52:13-15)

19. His Role as Judge (63:1-6)

20. His Second Advent (59:20-21)

21. His Millennial Reign (9:6-7, 11:3-9)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE

1. Our duty is to surrender our entire lives to God. (Romans 12:1)

2. Willingness is essential. (Judges 5:2, 8:25, Isaiah 1:19, 2 Corinthians 8:3)

3. Service in the big things requires by faithfulness in the small things.

4. Monotony and difficulties are transformed into the opportunities with the correct attitude  (Matthew 6:33)

5. Everything we do should be "as unto the Lord" (Colossians 3:17)

6. Service to Christ is acceptable to God and approved of men (Romans 14:18)

7. Our work should be completed. (John 4:34, 17:4, Acts 20:24, 2 Timothy 4:7)

8. The example of Christ. (Matthew 20:28, Luke 22:27, Philippians 2:7)

9. Qualities of our service:-

a) It is demanded. (Hebrews 12:28)

b) It should be immediate. (Matthew 21:28)

c) It is abundant. (1 Corinthians 15:58)

d) It is according to ability. (Matthew 25:22, Luke 12:48)

e) It is in co-operation with God. (2 Corinthians 6:1)

f) Must be exclusive (Luke 16:13)

g) In the power of the spirit (Romans 1:9)

h) Undertaken in Godly fear (Hebrews 12:28)

i) Motivated by love (Galatians 5:13)

10. It is :-

a) Following Christ (John 12:26)

b) For him whom all Christians serve (Colossians 3;24)

c) Service to God (Acts 27:23).

11. It requires:-

a) Turning from idols (1 Thessalonians 1:9)

b) Fasting and prayer (Luke 2:37)

c) Ministry of the Word (Acts 6:1-4).

12. Benefits of Service:-

a) It glorifies God. (Matthew 5:16, John 15:8)

b) It enriches life. (1 Timothy 6:18-19)

c) It gives a pattern for imitation. (Titus 2:7)

d) It encourages others in their tasks. (Hebrews 10:24)

e) It shows neighbourliness. (Luke 10:36-37)

f) It lightens life's burdens. (Galatians 6:2,16)

g) It demonstrates love. (John 21:15-17)

h) It demonstrates faith. (James 2:17-18, 1 Peter 2:12)

i) It is Christlike. (John 13:12-15)

CHRIST: FIRST AND SECOND ADVENTS

1. Old Testament saints had difficulty in distinguishing between the two advents of Christ. (1 Peter 1:10,11)

2. Old Testament prophecy has Christ coming as a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. (Isaiah 53:7)

3. Old Testament prophecy has Christ coming as the conquering King and Lion of the tribe of Judah. (Isaiah 11:1-12)

4. Jesus commenced his ministry announcing the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. (Matthew 4:17) This connects the first and second advents.

5. Old Testament Prophecy showed that the Messiah would:-

a) be born of a virgin. (Isaiah 7:14)

b) be of the tribe of Judah. (Genesis 49:10)

c) be of the house of David. (Isaiah 11:1, Jeremiah 33:21)

d) die as a sacrifice. (Isaiah 53:1-12)

e) be crucified. (Psalm 22:1-21)

f) be resurrected from the dead. (Psalm 16:8-11)

g) return to earth at his second advent. (Zechariah 8:3)

h) be seated at the right hand of God. (Psalm 110:1)

6. It should be noted that the return of Christ for the Church (the Rapture) as given in (1 Thessalonians 4:14-18) was not revealed in the Old Testament - it is a mystery doctrine of the Church (Colossians 3:4-6)

7. The day of the Second Advent is characterised by supernatural darkness

a) When Christ returns every eye shall see him (Matthew 24:29-30) Christ is the light of the world and he will return to a world covered in darkness (symbolic of sin).

b) The darkness is similar to the darkness of the day of our Lord's crucifixion which hid the Lord Jesus Christ from man's sight whilst he was bearing our sins. (Mark 15:33)

c) The Second Advent delivers the Jewish believers besieged in Jerusalem by the King of the North. (Daniel 11, Zechariah 12:1-3, 14:1-4)

d) Other passages indicating that the day of the Second Advent is a day of total darkness on the earth. (Isaiah 13:9-10, Ezekiel 32:7-8, Joel 2:10-11, Joel 3:14-15, Amos 5:18, Zechariah 14:6, Matthew 24:29-30, Luke 21:25-27, Revelation 6:12-17)

8. Heralds of the Two Advents of Christ

A herald is a person who preceded' a King in ancient times to announce his arrival. The King that we study is the Lord Jesus Christ.

a) First Advent

i) Human herald - John the Baptist (Matthew 3)

ii) Angelic heralds - Angels (Luke 2:1-15)

b) Second Advent

i) Human heralds - Moses, Elijah (Revelation 11)

ii) Angelic herald - The mighty angel (Revelation 10)

GOD - CALLING

1. To Call - KALEO (Greek)

The word 'to call' is used with 3 different prepositions.

2. Kaleo En (Gk) - in the sphere of divine election.

(a) in the sphere of grace - (Galatians. 1:6)

(b) in the sphere of hope - (Ephesians. 4:4) 


(i) hope of a resurrection body.


(ii) hope of eternal life.


(iii) hope of rewards, not spiritual gifts, in heaven.

(c)
in the sphere of peace - (1 Corinthians 7:15). This is the doctrine of reconciliation. (Romans. 5:1)

(d)
in the sphere of holiness. (1 Thessalonians. 4:7)

3. Kaleo Dia (Gk) - through, by means of, through the instrumentality of. By means of the gospel.(2 Thessalonians. 2:14)

4. Kaleo Eis (Gk) - denotes purpose -

(a) for fellowship (1 Corinthians 1:9)

(b) for being part of His Kingdom (1 Thessalonians. 2:12)

(c) for eternal life (1 Timothy 6:12)

(d) for enjoyment of light (1 Peter 2:9)

(e) for purpose of suffering. (1 Peter 5:10)

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

1. Whilst God is three persons all three persons have exactly the same essence or character:

a) SOVEREIGNTY

The Father (Ephesians 1:11 , cf Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 6:10, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

The Son (John 5:21, Revelation 19:16)

The Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11 , cf Hebrews 2:4)

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS

The Father (John 17:25)

The Son (Luke 1:35, Hebrews 7:26, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

The Spirit The Holy Spirit

c) JUSTICE

The Father (Job 37:23, cf 8:3)

The Son (Acts 3:14, John 5:22, Revelation 19:11

The Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20)

d) LOVE

The Father (John 3:16)

The Son (Ephesians 5:25, 1 John 3:16)

The Spirit (John 16:7-11, 1 Corinthians 2:10)

e) ETERNAL LIFE

The Father (John 5:26)

The Son (Micah 5:2, cf John 1:1-2, 1 John 5:11

The Spirit (Isaiah 48:16)

f) ALL-KNOWING

The Father (Hebrews 4:13, cf Matthew 11:27, 1 Peter 1:2)

The Son (John 18:4, cf Matthew 9:4, John 2:25, 1 Corinthians 4:5)

The Spirit (Isaiah 11:2, cf 1 Corinthians 2:11

g) EVERYWHERE

The Father (2 Chronicles 2:6)

The Son (Matthew 28:20, cf Ephesians 1:23)

The Spirit (Psalm 139:7)

h) ALL-POWERFUL

The Father (Mark 14:36, cf 1 Peter 1:5)

The Son (Hebrews 1:3, cf Matthew 24:30, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 3:21) 

The Spirit (Romans 15:19)

i) UNCHANGEABLE

The Father (Hebrews 6:17, Psalm 33:11)

The Son (Hebrews 13:8)

The Spirit (John 14:16)

j) TRUTH

The Father (John 7:28, John 17:3)

The Son (1 John 5:20, cf John 1:14, 14:6, Revelation 19:11)

The Spirit (1 John 5:6, cf John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13)

GOD:  WORK OF THE FATHER AND THE SPIRIT

1. The virgin birth is the work of the Father and the Spirit John 1:18, Matthew 1:18, Luke 1:28

2. At the Lord's baptism the Holy Spirit is given to the Lord without measure John 3:34, Matthew 3:16. The Lord's ministry begins with the special anointing of the Holy Spirit so that He can minister in the power of the Spirit

3. This is illustrated by the miracles of Christ which are done in the power of the Holy Spirit ‑ Matthew 12:18, Luke 4:14‑21

4. All the way through His ministry He expresses his obedience to His Father's will. The Lord Jesus Christ as God was present in eternity past at the divine decrees but he says that He must be about His Fathers business. His Father is the planner. He shows that he is in obedience as a man. We should also be that way. I have come in my Father's name he said Luke 2:49, John 5:30. John 8:28, 38, 54

5. All the works that were done were in the Father's name ‑ John 10:25, 32, 37

6. The Lord speaks of the unity of the Father and himself John 10:30, 14:20. You in the father, I in the Father . We are in Him.

7. The Lord's obedience to the Father was total, in His humanity John 14:28. We must follow him in acknowledge that the Father is superior. The Lord's obedience in His graciousness is seen here. He sets us the example to follow. He takes the Father's will whether it was good or bad. At times you have a hard thing to take, you have a time of suffering John 18:11 

8. The perfect relationship between the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit was suspended for those three terrible hours on the Cross when the Lord became sin for us in perfect obedience to the will of the Father. 2 Corinthians 5:21`, Psalm 22:1, Matthew 27:46, Luke 15:34 

COVENANTS

1. A covenant is a contract or agreement between God and man.

2. Some covenants are unconditional - God will fulfil them, irrespective of man's obedience.  Other covenants are conditional upon man's obedience.

3. Christ is central to all of the covenants in Scripture:

a) EDENIC - Christ is the second Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45-47).

b) ADAMIC - Christ is the seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15).

c) NOAHIC - Christ is the greatest son of Shem (Luke 3:36; Genesis 9:23-27).

d) ABRAHAMIC - The seed to whom the promises were made (Genesis 22:18).

e) MOSAIC - He fulfilled this covenant (Matthew 5:17).

f) PALESTINIAN - He lived as a Jew in the land and will inherit the land

g) DAVIDIC - Christ is the King of the Jews and will rule forever (Luke 1:31-33; John 19:19-22).

h) NEW - Christ's sacrifice is its foundation and focus in the Millennium (1 Corinthians 11:25).

COVENANT:  NEW COVENANT

1. The New Covenant guarantees eternal blessing under the Abrahamic Covenant   (Jeremiah 31:31-37, Hebrews 8:7-9). 

2. It is unconditional - God will fulfil it.  "I will" (Hebrews 8:10,12) rather than "If ye will" (Exodus 19:5).

3. The New Covenant is said to be better than the Mosaic Covenant.  (Hebrews 7:19; Romans 8:3,4).

4. Obedience is from a willing heart (Hebrews 8:10) whilst that for the Mosaic Law was fear (Hebrews 2:2; 12:25-27).

5. In the New Covenant all shall know God, from the least to the greatest (Hebrews 8:11).

6. The sins are forgotten under the New Covenant (Hebrews 8:12).

7. The New Covenant relies on the completed sacrifice of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 9:11-12).

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - FREEWILL

1. Definition :- Volition or free will is the responsibility before God to choose different ends and means in life.

2. The above definition does not say that one has the power to do what you choose but it does give the opportunity to choose.

3. God gave Adam a choice in the garden in (Genesis 2:16,17) where God told the man "thou shalt not eat" in the imperative mood which is a command.

4. Free will gives you the opportunity to want to accomplish things in conformity with God's will without having the natural ability to do so. (1 Kings 3:5-10) Solomon in this case wanted to judge but could not because of his own limitations.

5. In (Psalm 13) David's free will continued to be positive even though he had not been successful.

6. One of the reasons for the delay in the answering of prayer requests is to allow the strengthening of free will to desire to do God's will. 

7. Free will in both believer and unbeliever. (John 7:17)

8. Free will in giving. (2 Corinthians 8:12)

9. Free will cannot be coerced or compromised thus Christianity is a matter of obedience. (2 Corinthians 5:10)

10 As God is to judge all men it means that man is responsible for his actions and that all normal members of the human race have free will. (Revelation 20:11-15)

11.Relationship of free will is vertical, between man and God not man and man. (Ephesians 6:5-9)

12.Because man is subject to judgment there is an age of accountability as portrayed by the "rich young ruler". 

13.Animals and plants are not judged.

14.Free will also puts the responsibility on both ends and means. An example of the right end but wrong means is the sin unto death of Moses. (Numbers 20)

15.By application just because God is blessing a ministry, in the case of Moses by providing water it does not mean that the person is necessarily in God's will. God blesses through his grace and not necessarily because they are doing things by God's way.

16.Human viewpoint attack on free will - Determinism. 

(a)
The concept is that if one starts out with any physical item and I know everything there is regarding it and the laws that control it then I can dogmatically predict the future state of that item. 

(b)
This concept is incorrect as shown by the power of prayer (James 5:17).

(c)
It is possible for God to manipulate His universe. (Acts 16:26).

17.
Types of miracles in the bible 

(a)
natural - a variation of a natural law 


(i)
Elijah and the drought 


(ii)
Paul and the earthquake 

(iii)
Moses at the Red Sea with the east wind 


(b)
supernatural - a direct violation of a natural law 


(i)
The resurrection of Christ 


(ii)
Being born again

18.In physics this concept is called "Heisenburg's Uncertainty Principle" after the German Nobel prize winner who postulated it. Modern science now views a lot of the formulae of physics as occurring the vast majority of times but on odd occasions not complying with observed laws. Such non compliance would include miracles or manipulation by God.

19.Evolution is an attack on free will as it states that man is evolved from animals and is a higher form of animal. This is often reinforced in text books which state "men and the other animals" indicating that man differs in degree only and not in "kind". 

(a)
"Difference in degree" - hot and cold is a matter of relative heat; ice, water and steam are all water and of the same kind.

(b)
"Difference in kind - a square and a triangle.

(c)
Solomon in (Ecclesiastes 3:21), a believer out of fellowship assesses man as different only in degree from animals.

(d)
Based on evolutionary principles abortion can be justified and atrocities condoned against other races such as the Nazi reaction to Jews, gipsies and the Slavs. From this comes the concept that if we knew everything about animal behaviour we could then describe man. 

(e)
The Biblical view however is that we do vary in kind, not in degree (Genesis 2:16) with the thing that sets man apart from the animals being volition.

(f)
By implication man is never totally determined by his environment.

(g)
Hell is a monument to the fact of free will because if you do not have a choice you cannot be judged.

20.
Three problems which the Bible solves regarding free will - 

(a)
What about babies who die before they hear the gospel or those who are mentally not able to decide ?

Solution - (2 Samuel 12:18) where a child born to David and Bathsheba dies on the 7th day, the day before circumcision which would have brought the child into a covenant relationship.

David says that he will go to be with the child indicating the child has been automatically saved without a covenant requirement. 

This is the principle of "unlimited atonement". (1 John 2:2)

(b)
What about the physical damage which hinders the person causing a restriction of free will ?

Solution - (John 9:1-7) where a man blind from birth is healed. Jesus did not bypass the free will but made up for the blindness. He breaks down the barriers for a person to do God's will but the free will of the person is not manipulated. 

(c)
What about spiritual damage to free will ?

Solution - (Genesis 3:8) where after the fall God sought out Adam and Eve in the garden where they had hidden from him. God who is all knowing asked the question "Where are you ?"

The principle of the "total depravity of man" is seen here in the fact that man will not of his own free will seek God.

In (Deuteronomy 5) Moses and all the Israelites heard a public address by God which the Israelites shrank back from.


God speaks to man in three areas:- 


(a)
He speaks to all men. (Matthew 5:45, Acts 14:17)


(b)
He has a more intense form of calling. (Genesis 6:3, Romans 13:1)


(c)
He calls through the gospel of Jesus Christ. (John 16:8-11)

It is however possible to so damage the free will regarding spiritual matters that it becomes impossible to believe or repent. 


Examples 


(a)
the Amorites and Canaanites of Joshua's day. (Genesis 15:16)


(b)
the Pharaoh of the Exodus. (Exodus 7- 11)


(c)
those who accept the mark of the beast. (Revelation 13:8)


(d)
the reaction of unbelievers at the second advent. (Revelation 6:16)

21.However there are many areas over which even those who have had limited free will have control and the person who searches will find. (John 7:17)

22.If God is truly sovereign how can man have genuine free choice? God has absolute sovereignty as shown by a study of His character. It is also clear that man has free will.

God uses his free will as creator whilst man uses his as a part of creation.

23.One way of looking at this is fatalism which is the basis of most eastern religions which state that man's destiny is set and certain.

24.Another way is autonomy which says that all things are uncertain and therefore history goes on chaotically.

25.True biblical sovereignty is based on the creator/creation concept with the creator outside the universe and the created beings within. 

Three non salvation examples:- 

(a)
Paul as a prisoner on a ship bound for Rome predicts, having received advice from the angel of God, that there will be no loss of life but the ship will become a wreck. The guarantee is a sovereign guarantee and therefore absolute. Paul however tells the soldiers that they must stay on the boat to be saved. They do and they are saved. Sovereign decrees by God therefore contain free will decisions by man. (Acts 27)

(b)
The sovereign decree is that all things work together for good towards the goal of predestination and eventual glorification. We have a guarantee that we will be in heaven. We need to be actively involved in the chain of events. (Romans 8:28)

(c)
Daniel understood the time of "desolations" as seventy years as prophesied by Jeremiah and knew that it would end on time. He now seeks by supplication with sackcloth and ashes forgiveness for Israel's sin on the basis that no discipline is going to be removed without the sin having been forgiven. (Daniel 9:2)

God promises certain things but they are contingent on our prayer Using the principle of the sovereignty of God we can be confident in prayer if we are controlled by the Holy Spirit. (James 4:2)

26.Can free will be neutral ? The answer is no, one is either positive or negative towards God. For instance if a young man is keen on a girl and is asked if he is going to marry her and he answers he does not know. As long as he debates the question he will not marry her and is therefore negative to marriage.

27.Every attack in the Christian life has one common feature, the denial of the Word of God as shown in the temptation of our Lord. Each of them therefore is an attack on the character of God.

28.The act of negative free will to the plan of God is given in (Romans 1:18-32.)

In this passage:- 

(a)
the unbeliever hold the truth in unrighteousness. (v18)

(b)
the power of God is clearly seen by all men. (v19-20)

(c)
they became vain in their imaginations and worshipped part of the creation rather than the creator. (v21-23)

(d)
the result is sexual and other perversions. (v24-31)

(e)
they end up encouraging others to defy God. (v32)

29.Are the majority always right ? A scriptural example of this was Elijah and the prophets of Baal in (1 Kings 18) where on a public opinion basis Elijah would have been considered wrong. 

The concept that public opinion is always correct comes from the French philosopher Rousseau who stated "the most general will is always the most just also, the voice of the people is in fact the voice of God".

Another good example of this would be the public opinion that happened at the crucifixion of Christ.

30.There are therefore two classes in the Christian life, positive or negative to God's will.

31.In Old Testament times physical idols were common. The idols nowadays are commonly abstract in the form of ideas and concepts. It is up to the Christian to challenge these concepts where they occur.

UNBELIEVER

1. God is Holy and cannot compromise with sin or evil. (Psalm 22:1-3, John 1:5)

2. Sin is solved at the Cross for all. (1 John 2:2)

3. The way is therefore open to all who will believe. (John 3:16,36, Acts 16:31)

4. Those who reject Christ are without hope, promise and God in the world. (Ephesians 2:12, Romans 5:14,17, 6:23)

5. We are born dead to God. (Psalm 51:5)

6. It is only through Christ that we can be born again. (John 14:6)

7. The unbeliever spurns this grace offer and the Lord who died for him. (Hebrews 2:1-4)

8. God is Love, but when love is spurned, that person has chosen darkness rather than light. They are therefore judged on the basis of their works as they have rejected the Lord's work for them. (John 3:16-21, Revelation 20:11-15)

9. The first stop for the unbeliever after death is Torments in Hades or Sheol . This is a place of regret, torment and anguish. It is also called the bottomless pit. (Revelation 9:2)

10. Their ultimate state is the Lake of Fire after they have been judicially sentenced to it by the Lord Jesus Christ at the Last Judgment where they are judged according to their works. (Revelation 14:11, 20:11-15, Matthew 8:12, 25:41, Mark 9:44, Jude 13)

CHAPTER 43 - THE LORD’S GRACIOUS PROMISES TO HIS CHOSEN ONES

There are wonderful promises here in this chapter of Isaiah and all Israel of the future may claim them, just as those of Isaiah’s day could claim them for themselves through faith. The Lord seeks to bless his own and we are fools if we ignore the blessing of the Lord. Who would not consider a man a fool if he ignored the legacy of a dead relative that would give him millions of dollars? Who would not call such a man a fool who lived in poverty when he was entitled to claim a fortune that had his name on it? Yet this is exactly what believers do today in their ignoring of the blessing of the Lord over their lives.

To enjoy the blessing of the Lord you need to have the right mental attitude; you need to be oriented to the grace of the Lord and be seeking the teaching and principles that enable you to take advantage of the things the Lord provides. This chapter refers to the promise for the restoration of Israel after all the suffering they endure. The people need to learn of the Lord so that when they are restored they can enjoy the Lord’s blessing his way in the land.

1  But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine.

The people hear the words of the Lord for them, and are reminded in the very address to them, that they are as nation “created” by the Lord. Isaiah repeats this message to the nation under the great siege, for only if they see who they are, and where they are, in the care and ownership of the Lord God, will they realise that they are safe. Our safety is in our position “in Christ Jesus”. Psalms 100:1-5, Isaiah 44:2, 21-22, Ephesians 2:8-10. 

Notice in these passages how our identity in Christ relates directly to our redemption, for he has paid the price to enter us into the new and secure relationship with him.  Refer to the doctrinal studies on SALVATION: BARRIER BETWEEN MAN AND GOD and also the other sub-category REDEMPTION, and also CHRISITAN LIFE: POSITION IN CHRIST.

Both Jacob and Israel are used to call them by name, reminding them that they are a group called out from unbelief to belief, and then from carnality to spirituality. Then four words of encouragement and promise are given to them. Once again, “fear not” is spoken strongly, and it is backed up by three reasons why they do not need now to fear. Refer to the doctrinal study on FEAR. 

They are “called by God’s name”, and his character and good name is at stake in their survival, and they are under his protection.  Refer to page 45 for the study of GOD: CHARACTER OF GOD. 

They are then reminded that they are “redeemed” of the Lord. He has paid the price to set them free from the slave market of sin and the powers of this present world. Nations captured in war and taken into slavery would rarely survive, and would never be allowed to return to their original homes. The final word is a blunt affirmation of who now “owns” them. “You are mine”, says the Lord, and those who attack Israel attack the apple of the eye of God. Deuteronomy 32:10, Psalms 17:8, Zechariah 2:8. 

God’s encouragement to Israel from the days of Moses has been that they are known to him by name, and he cares for them and is with them. Their survival relates to his love and care over them. Exodus 15:2, 13, 26, 19:5-6, 33:13-17, Zechariah 13:8-9, Malachi 3:16-18. Fear is incompatible with their relationship; if they are walking with the Lord in the truth of his Word they need fear no evil, and nor do we today! Relationship dynamics is the key to spiritual life; as we love Him and walk with the Holy Spirit, in the light of his Word, we draw near in prayer and every step takes us further from fear. Matthew 7:22-23, 2 Timothy 2:19, Hebrews 8:6-12.

2  When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.

Three pictures of deliverance are now drawn by the prophet. They will walk through deep still water where they cannot see the bottom and they will be safe. They will ford dangerous fast flowing rivers and will not be swept away, and they will be safe in the midst of the rivers of danger, or fires of affliction and suffering, with the Lord there alongside them. 1 Peter 1:7. 

The pictures are those of the powers of nature, uncontrollable by man, but able to be walked through on the arm of the Lord. Deuteronomy 31:6-8, Psalms 46:10-11, 66:10-12, 91:1-5, 15. We may be weak and facing difficulties but that is a complete irrelevancy to the Lord, for he is the one providing the strength to live the Christian life under the pressures of this world. Luke 21:12-19, 2 Corinthians 12:9-10, 2 Timothy 4:17-18, Hebrews 11:33-38. 

3  For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.

The Lord proclaims who he is and affirms his nature as the God who saves and delivers. Acts 4:12. He is the holy one of Israel and his people are to be holy before him! Refer to the doctrinal studies on GOD: ABILITIES OF GOD, also ANCHOR OF THE SOUL. 

Our God is able to support us in all that the Plan of God calls us to be involved in. For every part of the plan for our lives there is God’s complete provision. Their freedom has been paid for, with Egypt, Sheba, and Ethiopia paying the price. These nations paid tribute to the Persian Empire and it was the Persians who released the Jews from their Babylonian captivity. The prophet identifies that the Lord is able to “spoil” the nations and bless his people. The blessing comes through their faith in his words and as long as they walk with him in accordance with his plan. The promises of blessing are to those who love him and are called and obedient to his purposes for their lives. Romans 8:28.

4  Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life.

The Jewish nation will have a “Golden Age” after the restoration under Ezra and Nehemiah with prosperity that goes right through to the days of the Lord’s first advent. The Jewish nation will be blessed and will spread following Alexander the Great’s armies throughout the Eastern Mediterranean. They will prosper as merchants, soldiers and sages, with Jewish scripture being translated into Greek in the third century before Christ and many non Jews becoming followers of what they saw as a moral and ethical faith that was superior to anything they had in the Greek world. Their prosperity will flow from their obedience to the scriptures and their magnifying of them in the daily life of the communities. They are blessed most of all because they are loved by God. They are precious in the sight of the Lord and they have become honourable because they have honoured the Word of God and applied it into their lives. Deuteronomy 32:45-47. 

Rather than men falling in battle and defeats for them in the fields, the Lord will add men to their population and they will grow and become strong as a nation again. By 40 AD this was clearly seen by all, for there were more Jews in Alexandria than had been in all the land in the days of Isaiah. This was also true of the numbers in what is now Iraq, with the Jewish population of Babylon and surrounding areas in the hundreds of thousands, and the Jews of Asia Minor outnumbering those in the land of Palestine. 

Where ever the Jews went they took their synagogues and they prospered right up until the time of the Jewish Revolt against Rome 66-70 AD. This date is a turning point for Israel’s history. Forty years after the Lord, their promised Messiah was “cut off”, all was changed in an instant, and pogroms broke out around the Mediterranean with populations of Jews shrinking from that point onwards. From that date onwards the picture of prosperity shifts to become that of the poor and wandering Jew, a minority in strange lands. The words of Daniel and the other prophets are chillingly fulfilled; blessing gives way to cursing once Messiah is “cut off”. Deuteronomy 7:6-11, 32:9-21, Daniel 9:26. 

5  Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west;

This is one of the great verses on the re-gathering of Israel, and it is written 115 years before the Southern Kingdom finally disappears from history. The Northern Kingdom has gone 20 years before, but there will be another three generations of grace before the axe falls on the south. They will come from everywhere that they have been scattered by judgment. Well before they go into captivity the Lord tells them that they will come out! How gracious is this? Can anyone ever raise their voice against the loving kindness of the Lord God of Israel? 

The Lord loves them and for over one hundred years there is written testimony that they will go into captivity but that they will come out and be blessed again in the land. Again and again we have seen the command of the Lord to his people; FEAR NOT!!!  Have we taken this on board yet; we are not meant to be afraid of anything in then Lord!  Refer back to the topic of FEAR. 

The Lord through Moses and all the prophets gives this message consistently through the ages, for it is built upon his immutable character and our union with him through faith in his salvation. If we reject his salvation and insult his character, then we could also say, “be very afraid!” Deuteronomy 29:29, 30:2-3, 11-20, 31:6-8, 32:1ff. Now the Jews of Isaiah and Jeremiah’s days went into captivity in the north and east, but not into the west. Note the directions that Isaiah mentions. This indicates a later re-gathering still yet to occur, for the Jews remain scattered today, with millions in the west; more in the USA than in Israel, more in the rest of the world than in Israel, all to the west of the land of Israel. It would be the aftermath of 70 AD that would start the west wards Diaspora, and the re-gathering has not begun in earnest yet! This verse is still to be fulfilled today.

6  I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth;

The Lord will directly order the exiles, or the scattered ones, to return. From north and south, and from the previous verse, east and west, they will be directly ordered by the Lord to come, even “from the furtherest places in the earth. The Jews of New Zealand, and the Pacific islands will be ordered to return, and any nations holding them will be told to release them. They also are told to “come up” to Jerusalem, and the peoples told not to hinder them. 

Volition is still required, for many remain scattered to this day by choice, and they must obey the words of the Lord in that day, recognizing him as the shepherd of their souls, and the king of their people. John 10:11-16. In that day the restoration of Israel will be total and all will magnify the Lord as they see him achieve the return of all the saved remnant of the Jews to help rebuild the land after the Great Tribulation period. Genesis 31:3, 35:1-4, Isaiah 18:7, Jeremiah 3:14-19, Ezekiel 37:21-23, Hosea 1:10-11, Romans 11:25-36.  

7  Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him.

The re-gathered are the saved of Israel; those called according to the name of God. There is deliverance for the believers only at this time. There is no hope, nor deliverance for the lost, for they have rejected their only hope. The rest of this verse has a parallel in Isaiah 45:18, where the same three verbs are used of the creation of the worlds. God is saying that he has worked on Israel as he worked on the creation itself, and the miracle of the universe itself finds it’s parallel in the survival of the nation of Israel down the centuries. When one great man of the past was asked to give an example of a miracle he pointed to a Jew. Truly when we reflect upon the realities of history the very survival of Israel is miraculous. Their final glory will surpass that of Solomon, for all will see the glory and power of God revealed fully in their Millennial prosperity. Isaiah 62:1-4, 63:16-19. 

There are three creation statement here. Firstly “I have created him for my glory”. God’s plan called for Israel to be magnified and be an example through the ages of God’s gracious provision and mercy through time. They exist to bring glory to God. When we look at them now as a nation we may not see this clearly at all, but the day draws closer by the hour when this will be revealed to all. 

Secondly, “for I have formed him”. God shaped the nation through the centuries so that they still retain the form and beliefs of their fathers. This is the only place upon the earth where an ancestor from 3000 years ago could arrive and speak the same language and enjoy the same culture; only the Temple is missing, and either in, or just before, the Tribulation period, it will be rebuilt. No other nation has ever come back from two total destructions, nor does any other nation have the ancient language intact. All others have changed through time, Israel has not, for it has God’s hand upon it. Stand in awe and worship the God of Israel believer, for you have been grafted into a plan that is sure and powerful. Romans 11:13-25. 

The third statement is, “I have made him”. Israel is made by the Lord; they are who the Lord God needs them to be for the completion of his plan. All pressure situations we may face, can all be bourn, if we keep our lives focused on the one who carries us through. Romans 9:19-24, Ephesians 1:6, 11-12, 2:4-10, 1 Peter 2:9-12, 4:10-19.

8  Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and the deaf that have ears.

God’s voice booms out to the people now through the mouth of the prophet Isaiah. They have been wilfully deaf and blind and they are all called to account now for their negative volition. They have created their own problems by their negative volition, now they can solve them by turning to the Lord and obeying his Word. The nation will learn, but it will be the hard way and they will go into Babylonian captivity, just as Moses had prophesied one thousand years before Isaiah. Deuteronomy 28:1 – 29:4, Isaiah 44:18-20, Jeremiah 5:21-25.

9  Let all the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled: who among them can declare this, and shew us former things? let them bring forth their witnesses, that they may be justified: or let them hear, and say, It is truth.

Many unbelievers today say things like this; they argue that the Lord will hear their arguments and agree with them that it was reasonable for them not to believe in the Lord. This sounds good to them, but in that day there will be none who stand and say, “Lord I was right and you were wrong”. No-one is able to stand against the Lord when all the facts are in. Man will see their stupidity then and be silent before the one they now know is creator of all things. Men mock the concept of holiness and awesomeness now, but none will raise a whisper then. 

The Lord mockingly calls the “gods” to account and asks the people who have served them, have any of these “gods” ever predicted accurately any event in history? There is no truth outside the truth of God, and all the predictions of the gods are proven to fall short of the standard of biblical prophetic truth. None will argue for truth then, for all will see the truth and be silenced as they await their judgment. The Psalmist wrote of the frailty and foolishness of men in Psalms 49, and the words echo right down to our own day.  A man away from the plan of God is a fool, who has deceived himself into thinking he has power and majesty that is not his. Such a man will lose all he has built up, for he has failed to distinguish between the permanent and the temporary, and all that man can do is temporary.

10  Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me.

The Lord now addresses the saved of Israel, in Isaiah’s day and right down to the church of today, for we are all the witnesses of the Lord’s truth. Matthew 28:18-20, Luke 24:46-49, Acts 1:8. We are witnesses and we are also servants of the Lord. We are left here to serve, not to relax and take long holidays and retire! Many believers act just like unbelievers in this matter. We are called to serve the Lord all the days of our life; not to think of ourselves as having retired. If we have stopped paid work, then we need to look to prayer for the saints in action if we are unable to be active outside. Either in active service on the road or active prayer on our bed, we are called to serve the Lord all the days of our life.

The purpose of all Bible teaching is that people might, hear, know, believe and fully understand the words of the Lord to them. This is the task of the prophet and the task of every one of us today who is a pastor of the Lord. God’s purpose is that in all our teaching the people who hear might meet the Lord face to face through our words. The challenge of all Biblical exposition is that the pastor teacher not get in the way with his own ideas, but that the Lord may be seen clearly and fully. John 20:31. The people need to know that the Lord God is the creator, the genuine article, and that he is not a creation of man or demon. This is the big divide in being; there is the creator and there is the rest, the created. It is this distinction that man needs to be clear on.

11  I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour.

This is a common statement in the Old Testament and echoes the words of Moses in the SHMA Y’SRAEL in Deuteronomy 6: 1-9. By echoing Moses constantly Isaiah reminds the people that the Lord has not changed his attitudes, nor have the beliefs of the nation shifted; this is the abiding standard for the nation. Isaiah 45:21-25. Titus 3:3-7, 2 Peter 3:17-18. There is no Saviour other than the Lord, and if man rejects him they are without hope for ever! This finality is a theme that we see Isaiah repeating again and again and we are right to be shocked by this, for we do not stand firmly enough upon this foundational truth. Without Christ man is lost forever! Acts 4:12, 16:31.

12  I have declared, and have saved, and I have shewed, when there was no strange god among you: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, that I am God.

Each and every generation lives and is prospered, or dies and is judged on the basis of their response to the truth of the Gospel message. The Lord had declared his salvation message and the people have been saved by their response to it; both physically from the Assyrian invasion and spiritually by a renewed relationship with the Lord. The Lord has demonstrated to them that there is no strange god with any power amongst them, for all their paganism has brought them to nothing but disaster. They have now sung with David Psalms 81, for they have all seen that the gods of the heathen nations are nothings. We ought to reject all things associated with the old paganism ourselves. Refer to the doctrinal study of PAGAN TRADITIONS.

13  Yea, before the day was I am he; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand: I will work, and who shall let it?

Before the day came into existence, “I AM”. This is a powerful verse of the creation of time itself. God created the categories of space and time themselves and all that is created is from Him. We too often forget that we are not even able to have a thought that isn’t limited by space and time. Our very categories of thought are limited, and we worship the one who made all things we now know, but there is so much more that we cannot even think of the wonders that are to be revealed. Psalms 90:1-6, 93:1-2, Proverbs 8:22-23, Isaiah 57:15. The person and work of the Lord brings eternity into time. Micah 5:2, Habakkuk 1:12, John 1:1-2, 8:58. This last verse powerfully confronts the men of the Lord’s day with his eternity, and they demonstrate that they know exactly what he is claiming by trying to stone him on the spot.

No-one can deliver anyone from the judging hand of the Lord God. Psalms 50:22-23, Hosea 5:14-15. These are harsh words and indicate a side of the Lord that grace and mercy do not bring forward, but that is only because this judging side is seen only by those who reject the grace, mercy, and peace of God. As we have seen above, if men reject peace they choose war, and if this is with the creator they are in deep trouble! Proverbs 21:29-31, Daniel 4:34-37. 

God makes it clear that he will work and none can turn back his work, nor hinder it in any way.   What God will do, will be done! This is a vital concept when we consider the issue of fear and doubt. When you remember who God is all fears about doing his will, ought to evaporate. Doctrine will move fear or fears will keep you from doctrine! The two are incompatible.  God is moving in history and in a way from this side of eternity that is inexplicable, he is weaving the free will of mankind into the plan, and yet the plan is still absolutely secure and the outcome sure. This is too amazing for words and men’s problems in systematic theology begin when they try to capture these truths in a neat little formula for here we touch our mental limits.  We are creatures of this space-time creation, and here we touch eternity-infinity……. 
14  Thus saith the LORD, your redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; For your sake I have sent to Babylon, and have brought down all their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whose cry is in the ships. 15  I am the LORD, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King.

The prophet refers here to the many prophetic words he has uttered about Babylon, that is yet to be conquered again by the Assyrians. They will be defeated again and again until the day arrives when they rise up and defeat their hated enemy. They would be defeated by Assyria and later by the very Medes they had joined with the defeat the Assyrians. Their nobles would be brought low at the feast of Belshazzer where they would all die. The ships of the great river would resound to the shouts of the sailors as they see the mighty armies defeat the great city. 

Mental and spiritual stability is vital for survival, in the midst of an even greater crisis for the world than the fall of Jerusalem, like the falls of Nineveh and Babylon, and the change of sovereignty of empires affecting tens of millions of people. The Jewish people can only be delivered if they do not go mad under such pressures of world shattering changes in their world. They will be stabilized only in the person and work of their great God. 

Notice again in verse fifteen how the prophet draws attention to the nature and character of God, for this is the foundation of stability for a believer, and it is upon surety in this that the significance of the acts of God is built. He is the creator God, he is the Holy One calling them out as his holy people, and he is their earthly king. They are to trust him in each area of their experience; as their creator God, as the one who calls them to holiness, and as their king. Each of the names and titles of God reminds us that we are part of a plan, and members of a family that is advancing through history to it’s conclusion; a conclusion that will be for the glory and majesty of the creator God who has had every detail in his hand all along the road. Refer to the doctrinal studies of GOD: THE PLAN OF GOD on page 34 and also GOD: CHARACTER OF GOD on page 45. 

Even as the Babylonian captivity is foretold, it is explained as the actions of the “Lord your redeemer”; indicating to the people that their very captivity will be a means for their deliverance from their idolatry and spiritual errors. God used the captivity as his way of purifying the nation. There were three deportations and in each of the first two the best of the people were taken to Babylon and so preserved from the rebellion in 586 when the worst of the people were to be destroyed with the city. Even as they went into Babylon the Lord was preserving them and through Jeremiah in the land and Daniel and Ezekiel in Babylon and Persia the people were taught and built up through the entire time they were away from the land. God was their deliverer in the process of their discipline. Hebrews 12:5-13. Under the care of the Lord their God the discipline purified the nation and prepared them for their Messiah five hundred years later.

16  Thus saith the LORD, which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters; 17  Which bringeth forth the chariot and horse, the army and the power; they shall lie down together, they shall not rise: they are extinct, they are quenched as tow.

It is vital that we are people of history, and never forget the past faithfulness of God, for it is upon our firm memories of deliverances past that we build hope and confidence for future deliverance. This is why the Israelites built many altars in the land and why they told the stories of the great actions of the Lord their God as he delivered the people through the Exodus period, the days of Joshua and the other judges, and then delivered the kingdom again and again through the days of David. 

The delivery of the nation as they crossed the sea was the foundational deliverance of Israel that illustrated the principle of both the grace and mercy of God, but also his judgment of those who opposed him. Another key event that illustrates the double principle of Grace and Judgment, was the rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram. The history of Israel as a nation is the history of grace and mercy; they do not get what they deserve, they get what the grace and mercy of God gives them. Refer to the doctrinal study on GRACE.

Two specific incidents are referred to by the prophet in verse sixteen; the crossing of the Red Sea (literally the “Sea of Reeds”), Exodus 14:13-31, and the crossing of the River Jordan, Joshua 3:1 – 4:7. The Song of Moses in Exodus 15:1ff, and the building of the altar after the crossing of the Jordan both reflect the principle of this verse in Isaiah; that God’s deliverances are to be recalled and celebrated for strength into the future. The nation of Israel was not built upon the myths of the past, but the solid acts of God testified to by their songs and psalms, and the altars scattered around the land. 

18  Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old. 19  Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.

Even though the nation was urged to remember these great past deliverances the Prophet hears the Lord order for the future, ‘don’t remember these things because I am going to do something even greater’. God’s promise to these people is for greater glory in their day than the days of Moses. The Lord gives us the same promise to be fulfilled in the filling of the Holy Spirit in the church age. John 5:19-21, 14:11-14. 

The Lord will do things in the days of the Millennial Kingdom that will leave all else from the past behind. Over the history of mankind we can write, “the best is yet to come”. There is great hope and confidence in these words. The inaccessible wilderness will be like a highway and there will be rivers in the desert regions, which will be no longer deserts. The deliverance of Israel from Babylonian Captivity under the Medio-Persian Empire is just a curtain raiser to the greater blessings of a later age, still to come. In the Exodus there were rivers from the rock, but this will be universal. Exodus 17:6-7, Psalms 78:13-20. Just as the deliverances of the past were without merit on the part of the people, just so grace will guide the Lord’s future provisions for mankind.

20  The beast of the field shall honour me, the dragons and the owls: because I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to my people, my chosen. 21  This people have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my praise.

Even the animals that man would tend to steer clear of will honour the Lord in that day; the carrion loving “dragons” or jackal, the carrion loving birds, the owls and buzzards, will all honour the Lord for the freely flowing rivers and abundance of food supplies in that day. 

The rivers flow for the chosen people, the delivered of the Lord who have hidden away in the desert places. The Lord provides for them all in that day of deliverance and they all rejoice in the Lord then; both man and other living things. Israel is the chosen of the Lord in grace and they celebrate that position when the Lord delivers them. We are called to celebrate the spiritual rivers in the desert places today; to enjoy the feast of Bible doctrine in the hard places of our life’s journey.  Let the redeemed of the Lord praise his name! Psalms 102:18, 107:2, Isaiah 29:19, Joel 2:28-29, Luke 1:68-75, Ephesians 1:5-12, Revelation 14:1-5. 

22  But thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob; but thou hast been weary of me, O Israel. 23  Thou hast not brought me the small cattle of thy burnt offerings; neither hast thou honoured me with thy sacrifices. I have not caused thee to serve with an offering, nor wearied thee with incense.

The complaint of the Lord breaks into the vision of the wonderful future like a bolt of lightning. Even though the Lord has given them all and provided everything they need yet they have insulted his provisions of bible teaching for them.  They have failed to express their faith in actions that glorify and honour their God. They have not followed the Mosaic Law and brought the offerings that they ought to have. They have not called upon the name of the Lord. Romans 10:13. 

They were so bored with religion that they failed to act upon it’s reality, and ignored the clear call of the Lord to honour his name. God gave them a clear and open way, for all economic classes there was a way to come and offer sacrifices. Leviticus 1:2-4, 10-11, 14. Each person was able to come; wealth or poverty was no barrier to their expression of obedience. The Levitical offerings were given to remind the people of their salvation and the need for daily sanctification; that they required the Lord’s grace, mercy and forgiveness to be able to speak to and hear their God. Refer to the doctrinal studies of SALVATION and also the sub-study SALVATION: SANCTIFICATION. 

24  Thou hast bought me no sweet cane with money, neither hast thou filled me with the fat of thy sacrifices: but thou hast made me to serve with thy sins, thou hast wearied me with thine iniquities. 25  I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.

There is a strange reference here to the calamus reed; the very reed chosen by the mocking soldiers as the sceptre of the Christ as they prepared for his death. Matthew 27:29-31, Mark 15:19. Calamus was a reed that when dried gave off a powerful and beautiful scent, and was an ingredient in perfumes. Exodus 30:23, Song of Solomon 4:14, Ezekiel 27:19. 

Offerings to the Lord are meant to be a “sweet smelling savour” for the Lord.  Our lives are meant to be sweet and lovely before him. The sweet savour of the calamus reed may stand for the sweet perfume of obedience, the sweet smell of the rulership of the King of Kings over our lives. The people had rejected the Lord’s claims upon them. 2 Corinthians 2:15, Philippians 4:18.

They had refused to bring the offerings to keep the Temple sacrificial system and the priesthood running. No money was brought in and so they had also turned their backs on their obligation to support the worship of the nation. To fail to give to the Lord’s work is to fail the Lord! Refer to the doctrinal study on CHRISTIAN LIFE: GIVING. Biblical giving is not coercion, but it is a solemn obligation for all believers to support the place and leaders where they are being fed the Word of God. Malachi 3:8-10.

Instead of bringing sacrifices and offerings the people had brought the “service of their sins”, and they have “wearied him with iniquities”. By this God means they have persisted in the patterns of sinful disobedience and brought their sins into the Temple without any facing of them first. We have no fellowship with the Lord if there is unconfessed sin in our life. Sin must be dealt with, and if it is there is full and merciful forgiveness of the sins we name and the cleansing of the heart from all the unrighteousness that we may not even be aware of at that point. Psalms 25:7, 51:3-4, 130:3-4, Jeremiah 3:13, Micah 7:18-19, Philippians 3:13-16, Hebrews 12:15-25, 1 John 1:5-10.  Refer to the doctrinal studies of SALVATION: RECONCILIATION, and also the sub studies under the topic SIN.

The Lord takes the handwriting recording our sins on the parchment of our life and he erases that handwriting so it is seen no more. It is not only the handwriting of sin on our life, but in the book of our life held in heaven; one for each of us. Revelation 20:12-15. There is a record of all our deeds, but where sin is involved the Lord exercises his right to erase, to sponge away the writing. He does this for all whose sin is covered by the blood of Christ; for all who stand in Him, having received his imputed righteousness. We stand in grace, recipients of the loving mercy of the Lord. He does not even remember our sins any more once they are dealt with before the Cross of Christ. Refer to the studies under SALVATION, EXPIATION AND PROPITIATION, IMPUTATION, JUSTIFICATION, RECONCILIATION, and REDEMPTION. All the great doctrines associated with salvation are referred to in this important section. Take your time over these studies and see how Isaiah builds upon the Levitical offerings and lays the foundation for the New Testament understanding of each of these topics, once the apostles saw the importance of the work of the Lord Jesus Christ upon the cross.  

26  Put me in remembrance: let us plead together: declare thou, that thou mayest be justified.

Instead of them remembering their sins and rejoicing in their pleasures they are challenged to recall the power, majesty and love of the Lord. Pause for a minute and reflect upon the great evil that we have all heard about the “God of the Old Testament” being the God of judgment! Can you see now, having gone through this book so far that God is the God of mercy, love and forgiveness! 

God is not the tyrannical God of the “hell fire and damnation preachers”, he is the God of love and mercy, for whom judgment is his sad and strange work; only received by the persistent rejecter of his love and mercy, and the final result of their rejection of his forgiveness for their sins. God invites the rejecters to present their defence. How will they argue that they should be forgiven? On what basis do they claim forgiveness, and in whose power do they stand? Let them cite their case and argue it! Man is silent before the creator and the unsaved are challenged to face this fact before they stand before him, to whom they will give no defence, for none can be argued. Job 40:1ff, Psalms 139:23-24, 141:2-4, Jeremiah 2:20-35, Luke 19:10, Romans 8:31-34, 10:1-4.

27  Thy first father hath sinned, and thy teachers have transgressed against me.

Even Abraham, the “first father” of the nation sinned, so did Isaac, Jacob and Moses himself. All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God! There is none righteous except the one who came and died for us all. We share in the sins of our fathers, but we can also stand with them in their salvation, for it is provided for all who will come to the one who provides all we need for this life and eternity. Zechariah 1:2-6, Malachi 3:6-7. 

The sadness of the Lord is that even the prophets and priests have misled and failed in their spiritual duties to lead the people in safety and truth. They have failed to teach doctrine and replaced the truths that would have saved with lies and platitudes that have opened them to judgment. Ezekiel 22:23-31. 

God still looks through the church of his people for a man or woman to stand up for truth and proclaim it; pastors this is our role and responsibility. We are the watchmen of the church and are required, in accordance with our call to speak the truth at all times and at all time the truth of God.  Isaiah 29:13, Jeremiah 1:17-18, Ezekiel 3:3-6, Amos 7:12-16, Matthew 15:8-9. 

All these listed verses came together for me on the 19th of February 1976 to call me to ministry, and the Lord made it clear that this was what ministry was and remains!   We are to be the watchmen of the Lord – proclaiming truth.  Let us be true to our call and stir up the gift within us and be faithful to the one who called us. 2 Timothy 1:6-7.

28  Therefore I have profaned the princes of the sanctuary, and have given Jacob to the curse, and Israel to reproaches.

The Chief priests were princes in the sanctuary of God. 1 Chronicles 24:5. All who serve the Lord in service before the people are “princes” before the Lord. Due to their disobedience the priesthood will have no altar on which to bring sacrifice; their office will cease to exist for a time because they failed to perform it correctly before the Lord. Let us all beware lest the Lord judge us for the same slackness towards the things of God of the priesthood of Isaiah’s day. 

Many ministers fall from grace in ministry and through sin are removed by the Lord from their church roles. Many can be restored over time, as they confront their sins and do serious business with the Lord, but it is a tragedy that they were required to be stood down. Disobedience sets us aside from the service of the Lord we love and serve. Let us be careful, walking prayerfully through each day, without the arrogance and carelessness towards the things of God that characterized the priests and people of Isaiah’s day. Psalms 89:38-45. It is a terrible thing when the ministers of the Lord fall into public sin and humiliation, for it disgraces the ministry of the Word and allows the pagans to cast insults at the person and work of the Lord. Deuteronomy 28:15-20, 29:21-29, 1 Corinthians 10:12, James 5:12.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
While judgment is God’s strange work He will begin it with his people when they persist in disobedience. For all pastoral ministers the issue of being “set aside” is an important one. We must be actively set aside by the eldership if there is sin in our lives not faced, and we must be left aside until the sinful patterns are dealt with and there is fruit of repentance in accordance with the Lord’s words in Matthew 7:15-20. 

When a pastor falls short of the qualifications for ministry as recorded in Timothy and Titus, and he does so because of his own sinful life practises then he must be set aside or the church will be judged with him. Refer to the studies on CHURCH: DISCIPLINE  and also PASTORAL DISCIPLINE.

2. 
We are all “the redeemed of the Lord”, and the facts surrounding the wonders of our salvation ought to be well known and celebrated amongst God’s people. It is a shame that pastoral teaching so often falls short of the biblical standard that God’s people be, “thoroughly furnished for all good works”. Anything that falls short of full Gospel preaching robs God’s people of necessary certainties.

3. 
The Lord’s character and works are stable and sure. We have certainty in his person and work. Knowing the character of God is our sure foundation for mental stability in the storms of time. Every message from the Word of God carries encouragement for believers as they rest upon the goodness and love of almighty God. As pastors we have the solemn obligation to teach these things regularly.

4. 
God’s future re-gathering of Israel is a present encouragement to all believers. In God’s great grace towards Israel through the centuries we see the stability and focus of God’s love towards those who call upon his name. We are to recall the past deliverances of God’s people to encourage ourselves in the present distress, and we are to look forward to the future deliverances and draw encouragement from the future as well, for it is, in Christ Jesus, as certain as the past. We are the people of history and the people of the future!

5. 
To be away from the plan of God for your life is to be away from confidence and security. Do not leave your front door, indeed, do not even rise from bed unless you are ready to follow the Lord’s will for you today. The only safe place for the believer is walking in the Spirit in the will of God every moment of every day; walk prayerfully through this otherwise very uncertain world!

6. 
Let us keep our humility in our theological debates and retain our good humour and dignity as well. WE do not have all the secrets of the Lord and need to let love and mercy guide us in all our discussions about the person and plan of the one who is the loving and merciful father of us all.

7. 
Let us ensure that we do not place ourselves in a place of disobedience or fall short of what the Lord requires of us as his servants. This means that we do not fall short in giving to him or in service of him in the local church.
DOCTRINAL TOPICS

SALVATION

1. Salvation is the gift of God by grace through faith.

2. We cannot work for salvation - we must receive it as a gift. (Ephesians 2:8, 9, Romans 4:4-5)

3. The only means of salvation is by trusting that Jesus Christ died for your sins, was buried and raised from the dead.  He therefore paid the penalty for sin, and conquered death.  (Acts 16:30-31, John 3:16, 14:6, 1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

4. We are saved so that we can serve God. (Ephesians 2:8-10)  Our good works show that we have been saved.

5. Salvation includes many other doctrines such as Imputation, Justification, Redemption, Propitiation, Reconciliation and Sanctification.

SALVATION:  SIN – MAN’S NEED FOR SALVATION

1. Sin means to fall short (like an arrow falling short of the target) of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

2. Therefore, anything which does not meet God's standard of righteousness and holiness is sin.

3. It is clear to see, then, that mankind, in his own strength, cannot achieve the righteousness of God. (Romans 3:9-10)

4. The sin of Adam

a) Sin entered the world with Adam. (Genesis 3:1-5, Romans 5:12)

b) The penalty of sin is death (Romans 6:23)

i) spiritual death - separation from God in time (Genesis 3:8)

ii) physical death - separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 3:19, 5:5)

iii) eternal death - separation from God in the Lake of Fire Revelation 20:13-14)

c) The man, Adam, as head over the woman, was therefore held responsible for sin (Romans 5:12)

d) The penalty of sin is imputed to all people, and, apparently, passed down through the male in birth.

e) Because Jesus was born of a virgin, He did not inherit the sin nature from Adam.

f) As a sinless man, He was therefore qualified to offer Himself as a sacrifice to pay the penalty of sin (death - spiritual and physical).

g) Because Christ has paid the penalty for sin for us, those who trust in Him are no longer condemned (Romans 5:19, 8:1)

5. All of creation is corrupted as a result of sin (Genesis 3:16-19, Romans 8:20-22)

6. Three types of sin:-

a) Adam's sin is imputed to all mankind

b) As a result, we all inherit a sinful nature

c) As a result, we therefore commit personal sins

7. Sin manifests itself in three categories:

a) Sins of action/deed

i) Examples include murder, adultery, stealing

b) Sins of the tongue/spoken

i) Examples include lying, slander, gossip, blasphemy

ii) Out of the seven "worst" sins, three are sins of the tongue. (Proverbs 6:16-19)

iii) Can result in the sin unto death. (Psalm 12:3)

iv) God protects and blesses the believer who is victimised by the sins of the tongue. (Matthew 5:11-12)

v) Troublemakers are always characterised by sins of the tongue. (Psalm 52:2)

c) Sins of the mind

i) Examples include pride, coveting, jealousy, bitterness, hatred, vindictiveness.

8. Recovery from sin

a) When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.   The Holy Spirit is grieved, and can no longer control your life.

b) Confess the known sin. (1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18) God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins.

c) Examine your motivation - this involves full surrender to God. (Romans 12:1-2, 2 Corinthians 13:5)

d) Move on from the sin which you have confessed. Don't get tied up with guilt - this is another sin. (Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12)

e) Resume your active spiritual walk. Avoid areas where you might be tempted. (Hebrews 12:12-13) 

f) Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God. (James 5:16)

g) In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).

9. Jesus washed the feet of the disciples John 13:10

a) The body is clean - we were eternally forgiven once and for all at the cross. (Hebrews 10:1-12).

b) The feet need regular washing - we must confess our sins to the Father to restore fellowship (1 John 1:9)

10. Satan constantly accuses us of our sins before God (Revelation 12:10).  However, the Lord Jesus Christ is our Advocate/Lawyer in heaven (1 John 2:1).  He pleads for us by saying that the penalty for that sin has been paid in full.

11. Names for sin include:-

a) Unbelief - denial of the truth. (John 16:9, Hebrews 3:12)

b) Lawlessness - rejection of rules of life. (1 Timothy 1:9)

c) Iniquity - evil acts. (Acts 8:22, 23)

d) Trespass - encroachment on God's authority. (Ephesians 2:1)

e) Disobedience - refusal to obey. (Hebrews 2:2)

f) Transgression - violation of law. (Luke 15:29, Galatians 3:19)

12. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, due to habitual unconfessed sin or rebellion against God. (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11:31, 32)  Examples

a) The Corinthian Pervert - (1 Corinthians 5)

b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's table in an unworthy manner. (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)

d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)

e) Ananias and Sapphire (Acts 5:1 -11)

13. There is only one sin which can't be forgiven - the unpardonable sin - rejection of Jesus Christ.

a) It is based upon rejection of the ministry of the Holy Spirit to reveal the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour. Genesis  6:3,  John 16:7-11,  Hebrews 10:29.

b) Synonyms for the unpardonable sin are: wilful sin  Hebrews 10:26-31, blasphemy against the Holy Spirit  Matthew  12:31,  resisting the Holy Spirit  Acts 7:51,  insulting the Holy Spirit  Hebrews 10:29

14. The first recorded sin was that of Satan - pride (Isaiah 14:12-14)

15. God is not the author of sin nor the author of temptation. It is incompatible with the nature of God for Him to create sin because of His divine character.  (James 1:13).

16. Temptation comes from the world, the flesh (sin nature within man), or Satan.  If he entertains the sin, man then chooses to sin - sin is therefore a result of man's own free will. (James 1:14)

SALVATION:  SIN - BARRIER BETWEEN MAN AND GOD

INTRODUCTION

1. The Character of God:

a) God is sovereign, absolute righteousness, justice, love, eternal life, all powerful, all knowing everywhere, unchangeable and truth.

b) God is one in essence but three in personality:  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. These three personalities have the same essence.

c) God the Father is the planner of man's salvation; God the Son is the executor of the plan of salvation, and God the Holy Spirit is the revealer of this plan.

2. God's Divine Plan:

a) A conference was held in eternity past between God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Divine Planning) whereby it was made possible for man to have fellowship with God.

b) God's foreknowledge recognized a barrier would exist in time and that all people would be behind this barrier. (Romans 3:23)

c) Sin is a failure to measure up to God's perfect righteousness, a failure to possess "The perfect righteousness". Man cannot remove this barrier. God's Righteousness and Justice must be satisfied before His love can come to man.

d) God the Father is the author of a plan whereby He decided to treat the human race on the basis of Grace (all the Father does for us). Grace is receiving a gift. It is undeserved and unmerited, and contrary to all human concepts.

e) God the Son removed the barrier by His death on the cross. We receive Him as our personal Saviour, and perfect righteousness is credited to us. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

AN EXPLANATION OF THE BARRIER AND ITS REMOVAL

1. Problem of Sin:

a) Sin exists in three categories:  imputed sin, (all sinned when Adam sinned) inherent sin (the sinful nature) personal sin (sins committed).

b) Man is a sinner because Adam sinned and passed down the sin nature to the human race. The penalty of sin is spiritual death (Romans 5:12, 6:23) Every member of the human race is a sinner as far as God is concerned. (Romans 3:23)

c) In John 8:31-32 Jesus Christ addressed the Jews who believed on Him and told them to go on in truth and use what He provided. Truth sets us free from the Mosaic Law to serve the Lord and operate in grace.

d) The unbelieving, religious Jews (v 33) said they were Abraham's seed and not in bondage. They were actually in bondage to the Roman Empire, their religious leaders, and the Mosaic Law. He told them about the bondage of sin.

e) They are all born in the slavery of sin, for no member of the human race can free himself or other members of the human race. Jesus Christ became true humanity to liberate the human race. He was born outside the slavery of sin by the virgin birth as the God-Man. He paid the price for freedom of the human race - this is redemption.

2. Solution to the Problem of Sin:  Redemption and Atonement:

a) The "son abides in the house forever" (John 8:35), for Jesus Christ is "the son". He is eternal life and holy and when man believes on Him man is free and enters into union with Jesus Christ. Christianity is a relationship to Jesus Christ, not a religion.

b) The purchase price of our redemption is His blood (1 Peter 1:18,19, Ephesians 1:7, Revelation 1:5, Hebrews 9:11-14, Galatians 3:13) , representing His death. Jesus Christ bore the sins of the whole world (past, present and future) on the cross.

c) God is absolute righteousness and justice; the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23, Colossians 2:14). Jesus Christ cancelled the "IOU" the human race owed God. The human race owes God perfect righteousness.

d) God is perfect righteousness and we cannot pay perfect righteousness. Jesus Christ died on the cross, paying the penalty of our sins. This is expiation (Romans 5:8)

e) The doctrines of Redemption and Expiation are found in Psalm 22:1-6. God the Father and Holy Spirit left the Son because He was bearing our sins on the cross. (Matthew 27:46)

3. The Problem of the Penalty of Sin solved by Expiation (Colossians 2:14)(Romans 6:23) 

a) Expiation and Propitiation are two sides of the same coin with propitiation being in relation to God while expiation looks at the problem from man’s side. 

b) By expiation the offence which renders the person guilty in the sight of God is covered from the eyes of God by the effective dealing with the problem by propitiation.

4. The Problem of Physical Birth (John 3) and its Solution:  Regeneration:(John 3:1-15)

a) Nicodemus (v 1) was a Pharisee. He was a very religious man, attending church three times a day and praying seven times a day. He was sincere and was a product of "salvation by works".

b) He was also a ruler of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night because he was too busy during the day doing "good". (v 2)

c) He called Jesus Rabbi or "Doctor". He admitted more than most Pharisees for he said they knew Jesus came from God, for no one could keep doing the miracles He did except God was with Him. (v 2)

d) Jesus interrupted, knowing his problem. "Except a man be born again". Nicodemus needed to be born again. (v 3)

e) Why is the new birth necessary? Man is born in this world with a soul (ability to understand and categorize human phenomena), a conscience (standard by which we judge right or wrong), and a sin nature (the source of all personal sins). The human spirit is inactivated. We are born physically alive and capable of having fellowship with members of the human race, but we are spiritually dead and cannot have fellowship with God (Ephesians 2:1). We need to be born again.

f) Nicodemus' response (v 4). He cannot think in terms of spiritual things for he has no human spirit. He asked if he could be born again physically.

g) The new birth is a spiritual birth (v 5), so Jesus Christ uses spiritual language, - water.

i) The context determines the meaning of "water" (1) Salvation - (Isaiah 55:1, Revelation 22:17) (2) God the Holy Spirit - (John 7:37-39) (3) God's Word - (1 Peter 1:23, Ephesians 5:26, James 1:18)

ii) Here "water" is used symbolically for God's Word. The new birth is a spiritual birth. The Kingdom of God is the kingdom of eternal relationship with God.

h) Contrast of two births (v 6). "That which is born of the flesh is flesh (physical birth). That which is born of the Spirit is spirit (spiritual birth)." Nicodemus should not be surprised (v 7). He needed to be born again.

i) The illustration (v 8) the wind. It can be heard but not seen. The new birth is not visible. Nicodemus still does not understand (v 9).

j) Jesus Christ used sarcasm (v 10,11) to shock Nicodemus. He is a doctor of divinity and does not understand. The Trinity ("we") knows what they speak (all knowing). Nicodemus does not have an open mind.

k) No member of the human race (v 13) ever ascended, but Jesus Christ who came from heaven (as the God Man). As God He is everywhere, and as God and Man, Jesus Christ is on earth at the same time.

l) How to be born again (v 14,15). Jesus Christ refers to (Numbers 21:4-9) the incident of the brazen serpent which was raised on a pole. This pictures Jesus Christ hanging on the cross bearing the sins of the world. (Colossians 2:14,15)

m) The result (v 15). Whoever believes in Jesus Christ shall not perish but have eternal life. The problem of physical birth is removed by the new birth. We are born spiritually by regeneration or the new birth.

5. Problem of Human Righteousness and Its Solution:  Justification and Imputation:

a) Man has no righteousness in himself as far as God's viewpoint is concerned although he may be more righteous than other members of the human race when he compares himself with them. (Isaiah 64:6)

b) God is absolute righteousness and He cannot have fellowship with us when we have human righteousness. Good deeds put us more in debt to God. (Romans 4:1-4)

c) Perfect or absolute righteousness is credited or imputed to us at the moment of salvation. (2 Corinthians 5:21) -imputation.

d) We are justified or made righteous on the basis of the absolute righteousness which God gives us.

6. Problem of the Character of God and Its Solution:  Propitiation and Reconciliation.

a) Propitiation is an act of God whereby He is satisfied with the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. Jesus Christ satisfied the righteousness and justice of God.

b) Reconciliation looks at the cross from man's viewpoint. Man is reconciled to God. God is never said to be reconciled. Propitiation looks at the cross from God's viewpoint.

7. Problem of Position in Adam and Its Solution:  Positional in Christ

a) At the moment of salvation we enter into union with Jesus Christ (Romans 8:38,39, 2 Corinthians 5:17). This is called the baptism of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13)

b) By our first birth we are "in Adam" (1 Corinthians 15:22). By the new birth we share Christ's eternal life, His righteousness, His destiny, His sonship, His priesthood. etc. Everything He is, we are-, and all He has, we have.

c) Christianity is a relationship to Jesus Christ that cannot change. The barrier between God and man has been removed by Jesus Christ on the cross.

d) The issue now is the person of Jesus Christ. He has solved the problem of sin in the human race.

SUMMARY OF THE BARRIER AND ITS REMOVAL

BARRIER

WORK OF CHRIST

SIN

(Romans 3:23)


Redemption (1 Corinthians 1:29-30, Colossians 1:14)





Atonement (1 John 2:2, 2 Peter 2:1)

PENALTY


Expiation (Colossians 2:14)

(Romans 6:23)

BIRTH



Regeneration (John 3:3, Galatians 3:26, John 1:11-12)

(John 3:6)

CHARACTER OF GOD

Propitiation (1 John 2:2, Romans 3:25)

(Romans 3:23)

RIGHTEOUSNESS OF MAN
Justification (Romans 3:24, Romans 5:1)

(Isaiah 64:6)


Imputation (Romans 3:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

LIFE



Position in Christ (1 John 5:11-12)

(1 Corinthians 15:22)

SALVATION:  EXPIATION AND PROPITIATION

1. Expiation and Propitiation are two sides of the same coin with propitiation being in relation to God while expiation looks at the problem from man’s side. 

2. By expiation the offence which renders the person guilty in the sight of God is covered from the eyes of God by the effective dealing with the problem by propitiation.

3. The Mercy Seat (the top of the Ark of the Covenant) in the Tabernacle was the place of propitiation.

4. The concept of the Mercy Seat must be understood in the light of the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:10-22, 37:1-9).

5. The Ark of the Covenant was a wooden box (45" x 27" x 27") constructed of acacia wood (the humanity of Christ) overlaid with gold (the Deity of Christ).

6. Contents of the Ark: the golden pot of manna, the tablets of stone and Aaron's rod that budded (Hebrews 9:4). The tablets of stone represented man's transgressions against God's perfect standard, the rod that budded stood for man's rebellion against established authority, the pot of manna showed man's rejection of divine provision.

7. The content of the Ark is a picture of Christ bearing our sins in His body on the tree (2 Corinthians 5:21).

8. The Mercy Seat was a solid gold lid which fitted over the ark and bore two golden cherubs, one on each end representing God's holiness (Hebrews 9:5).

9. Once every year, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest entered twice into the Holy of Holies with a bowl of blood (once for his own sins and once for the sins of the people) (Hebrews 9:7). He sprinkled the blood on the Mercy Seat. God's righteousness and justice were satisfied.

10. Because of propitiation, or satisfaction of His holy character, God is free to love the believer.

11. The Mercy Seat represented propitiation with emphasis on the person of Jesus Christ, our own great High Priest.

12. "Mercy Seat" in Hebrews 9:5 has the same concept as the word propitiation (Gk. hilasterion) in Romans 3:25.

13. Propitiation is used to express the true and perfect love of God for all believers regardless of their status (1John 4:10).

14. Propitiation is used to relate the person of Christ and the "covering" of God's character (Romans 3:25).

SALVATION:  IMPUTATION

1. Abraham is the pattern of imputation of divine righteousness. (Genesis 15:6)

2. Divine righteousness is imputed only on the basis of faith in Christ. (Romans 3:22)

3. Many Gentiles of Old Testament times found God's righteousness by believing in Christ while many Jews, relying on the Law, missed imputation. (Romans 9:30-33)

4. Imputation is the basis of Justification. (Romans 4:22, 5:1)

5. Imputation encourages faith in Christ. (Romans 4:24, 25)

6. Imputation is based on the work of Christ on the Cross. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

SALVATION:  JUSTIFICATION

1. Justification means "vindication", therefore it is the judicial act of God whereby he imputes His righteousness to the new believer at the point of salvation, thereby justifying him. (2 Corinthians 5:21

2. Salvation justification occurs at the moment of faith in Christ. (Romans 3:28, 5:1, Galatians 3:24)

3. Salvation justification is based on the principle of grace. (Romans 3:24, Titus 3:7)

4. Therefore salvation justification does not occur through the Mosaic Law. (Romans 3:20, 28, Galatians 2:16)

5. Salvation justification is the imputation of divine righteousness to the one believing in Christ. (Genesis 15:6, Romans 3:22, 4:4, 5, 16, 8:30-32)

6. The work of justification was accomplished by Christ on the cross. (Romans 5:8, 9)

7. Because the work for our justification was accomplished on the cross, Christ was resurrected to relate justification to victory. (Romans 4:25)

8. Post salvation or Christian life justification is the production of maturity. (James 2:21-25)

SALVATION:  RECONCILIATION

1. Reconciliation is the removal of the barrier between God and man, or peace between God and man. While redemption is sinward and propitiation is Godward, reconciliation is manward. (2 Corinthians 5:18, Ephesians 2:16, Colossians 1:20, 21)

2. Reconciliation and the blood of Christ.

a) The blood of Christ is a synonym for the saving work of Christ on the Cross and the basis for reconciliation. (Colossians 1:20)

b) Hence the work of the Cross is associated with reconciliation. (Ephesians 2:16)

3. Reconciliation and Mankind: mankind is regarded as the enemy of God, and needs to be reconciled to God  (Romans 5:10, Colossians 1:2 1)

4. Peace, a synonym for reconciliation, reconciliation finds man the enemy of God, but the saving work of Christ on the Cross gives peace between God and man. (Ephesians 2:14 cf. 2:16 cf. Colossians 1:20)

5. Reconciliation portrayed in the Levitical Offerings:  the peace offering of Leviticus 3 depicts reconciliation or Christ's removing the barrier between God and man. (Leviticus 7:11-38, 8:15)

6. Application of reconciliation to the Church Age believer:  every member of the Body of Christ is an ambassador representing Christ on earth. Therefore each member of the Body of Christ has the ministry of reconciliation. (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)

7. The prophecy of reconciliation. (Isaiah 57:19)

8. The means of reconciliation - the removal of the barrier:

a) Sin removed by unlimited atonement. (2 Corinthians 5:14, 15, 18, 1 Timothy 2:6, 4:10, Titus 2:11, Hebrews 2:9, 1 John 2:2)

b) Penalty of Sin removed by expiation. (Psalm 22:1-6, Colossians 2:14)

c) Problem of physical birth removed by regeneration. (John 3:1-18, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:23)

d) Relative righteousness removed by imputation. (Romans 3:22, 9:30, 10:10, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9, Hebrews 10:14) and justification (Romans 4:1-5, 4:25, 5:1, 8:29, 30, Galatians 2:16, Titus 3:7)

9. The barrier of God's perfect character removed by propitiation. (Romans 3:22-26, 1 John 2:1, 2)

10. Problem of position in Adam removed by positional sanctification. (1 Corinthians 15:22, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 1:3-6)

SALVATION:  REDEMPTION [see page 27]

SALVATION:  SANCTIFICATION

1. Sanctification means to be made holy - to be set apart unto God.  One who is sanctified is called a saint.

2. We are sanctified (made holy) in Christ Jesus (1Corinthians 1:2).

3. Sanctification is in three stages:

a) Stage 1:  At salvation - union with Christ - positional sanctification (1Corinthians 12:13, Romans 1:1-7).

b) Stage 2:  Christian way of life - filling of the Holy Spirit - spirituality (Romans 16:2; 1Corinthians 1-2).

c) Stage 3:  Resurrection body - In heaven - Ultimate sanctification (1John 3:2).

4. Our position in Christ entitles us to share Christ's righteousness.  It therefore:

a) protects us from divine judgment (Romans 8:1)

b) qualifies us to live with God forever

c) makes us a new creature in Christ (2Corinthians 5:17)

d) guarantees eternal security for every believer (Romans 8:38, 39).

5.  However, because we still have the old sin nature, we will still sin during this life (Romans 7:21).  When controlled by his carnal nature however, the believer is positionally sanctified but experientially carnal.

6.  When we receive the resurrection body, we no longer sin - our sanctification will be complete (1Corinthians 15:56, Philippians 3:21, 1Thessalonians 5:23).

CHRISTIAN LIFE - POSITION IN CHRIST

1. We have a position with Christ rather than a position with the cosmos system. We are separated from the world and are different from them. We have a new position in Christ  - Ephesians 2:6

2. We have a new position of partnership with Christ, we are never alone. - Colossians 3:4, John 17. We have a communion with him. He says that he will never put us in a situation without a way of escape. The way of escape is through Christ.

3. We are workers together with God, we are in his service - 2 Corinthians 3:9, 1:9, 6:1

4. We are ministers of a new covenant, we have a new message to man. 1 Corinthians 3:6, 6:4

5. We are ambassadors for Christ - 2 Corinthians 5:20

6. We are living epistles, we are letters to a lost and unsaved world. Our lives should be such that Christ should be read from the book of our lives. Our life and lips should tell of Christ and Him alone.

7. We are members of the Royal family - Galatians 6:10, 1 Peter 2:9

8. We are united with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit:

a) We are in the Father, he is in us - Ephesians 4:6, 

b) We are in Christ - John 14:20, 

c) He is in us - Colossians 1:26, 

d) We are in the Spirit and he is in us - Romans 8:9. 

e) We are united forever to God. 

f) We are not part of a universal soul. That is new age. 

g) We have been entered into a living union with a personal God.

9. We are members of his body, branches of his vine, living stones, his building, sheep of his fold, part of his bride, priests in his kingdom, saints set apart for his glory.

FEAR

1. Fear is seen in two ways in scripture.  

[a] Firstly as a mental attitude sin that is incompatible with our status as children of the most high, the ruler of the universe. 

[b] Secondly it is used to describe the correct attitude towards God the Lord for all his creatures.  

There is godly fear, awe, and respect for God as God, and there is inappropriate fear, which is the cringing fear of one who believes the other is able to hurt them. This second kind is wrong for us as children of God, for none can harm us without God’s permission for we belong to Him.

2. Our occupation with the persons and majesty of God is often spoken of as “fear” in the legitimate sense for believers. 2 Samuel 23:2-3, Nehemiah 5:9, Job 28:28, Psalms 19:9, 34:11-12, 111:10, Proverbs 1:7, 9:10, 10:27, 22:4, Malachi 3:16, Ephesians 5:21. 

3. Fear as a mental attitude sin is spoken of in, 1 Samuel 17:11, 24, Proverbs 29:25.

4. In God’s grace plan for us fear has no place. His plans for us are always divinely good, and any testing situation is for our good. Romans 8:28. 

5. Fear is an expression of a failure of faith in the plan. Exodus 14:13-14, Deuteronomy 31:6-8, Joshua 8:1, 1 Chronicles 28:20, Isaiah 41:10, 2 Timothy 1:7.

6. Spiritual death is one way of describing Satan's kingdom and is the place of the source of fear. Hebrews 2:14,15 

7. In spiritual death, Adam was afraid. Genesis 3:10, this fear motivated Adam to produce religious activity (fig leaves) and lies. Genesis 3:7

8. Salvation removes the basis of fear, which is condemnation from the Justice of God (spiritual death).

9. Spiritual maturity provides freedom from fear. 2 Timothy 1:7; Hebrews 13:6, 1 John 4:18, 1 Corinthians 13:5b

10. Carnality and any form of religious activity that leads us away from grace and daily obedience to the Word enslaves the believer to Satan through fear.  
Galatians 5:1; Romans 8:15

11. The mature believer is commanded to fear nothing he may suffer in life, for by means of God’s grace provision all we ever may need is provided for us. Revelation 2:10

12. The baby believer is sustained by believing God’s Word, obeying his commands hour by hour to daily life, and rest upon his promises. Hebrews 4

13. As we become mature believers we continue with this resting on the promises but in addition to this we are sustained by our understanding / application of entire categories of God’s Word -  we have then  moved beyond the promises to confidence in the very character of God itself.

14. Illustration: A woman who asks every hour, "Do you love me?" needs assurance through many promises, and many actions backing the promises up. Once she gets to truly know her husband, and her love is fully established in him through his faithfulness to her, she has absolute assurance, and doesn't need constant reminders of his love by specific words.  She is full of confidence through knowledge of her husband’s character.

15. Chapter’s 3-6  of Hebrews deal with the falling away from growth and confidence by these believers. The spiritual principle of Chapter 4 is the means of getting them back on target.

16. In Hebrews 13:6, we see the objective of the writer, freedom from fear by their daily, moment by moment living the awareness of the love of Christ for them, and the power of Christ available to them.

17. The writers of Scripture identify correctly that when the believer is fearful, he imitates the unbeliever ("cowardly" – Revelation 21:8), and that is not right given our great position. Hebrews 11:27  "By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, for he endured as seeing Him who is unseen."  This is our standard!

18. Fear is a mental attitude sin that shows our mind has moved away from thinking of the Lord. 1 Samuel 17:11,24

19. Fear is a sign of falling back into domination by the “prince of this world”. 1 Samuel 18:12,29 21:12 28:20

20. Absence of fear is a big part of maintaining a dynamic mental attitude.  Hebrews 13:6 11:27

21.There is only one legitimate fear ; it is the fear of failure to enter spiritual maturity.  Hebrews 4:1

22. Love demands absence of fear. 1 John 4:18  They are two opposing mental attitudes.

23. Fear is not part of the Divine Plan for the Believer. 2 Timothy 1:7 Exodus 14:13-14 Joshua 8:1 Isaiah 41:10 2 Samuel 1:7

24. Courage and lack of fear is a sign of mature spiritual status. Psalm 3:6 Psalm, 56:3 Hebrews 11:27

25. Fear is the power by which the Evil of Satan rules among mankind.  Hebrews 2:14-15 Genesis 19:30 (Lot) 1 Kings 18:9-14 (Obadiah), both Lot and Obadiah show how the failing believer lives in constant fear.

26. Fear is the word used to mean "Occupation with Christ" when related to the attitude of the mature Believer toward Christ. 2 Samuel 23:3 Nehemiah 5:9,15 Ephesians 5:21 Job 28:28 Psalm 19:9 34:10 Proverbs 1:7 9:10 Proverbs 10:27, 1 Peter 2:17

GOD:  ABILITY OF GOD

1. The declaration of Divine Power - Matthew 19:26

2. God is able to save forever those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ - Hebrews 7:25

3. God is able to supply every need - 2 Corinthians 9:8

4. God is able to deliver all who are tempted - Hebrews 2:18

5. God is able to sustain the weak believer and make him stand - Romans 14:4

6. God is able to keep us from falling and make us blameless - Jude 24,25

7. God is able to surpass all expectations and requests - Ephesians 3:20

8. God is able to raise us up in resurrection in the likeness of His Son - Hebrews 11:19

GOD:  ANCHOR OF THE SOUL

1. The only anchor for the soul in the storms of life is the certainty, stability and dependability of the character of God, upon which our salvation, sanctification and eternal life rests. Refer CHARACTER OF GOD.

2. The Lord’s character is sure and steadfast, and upon his character his plan is built. We are part of the plan of God for eternity.  Refer DIVINE DECREES, ELECTION, PLAN OF GOD.

3. The anchor is sure and certain because it is grounded in the heart of God’s love for us, and his holy commitment to his plan of salvation.  All these things depend upon our study, and application of the living Word of God; for without the knowledge of scripture we do not have the certainty we ought to have. Refer GROWTH, SALVATION.

PAGAN TRADITIONS

The following have their roots in pagan or pre-Christian ritual which have been combined with Christianity and are condemned in the scriptures:

1. The use of pictures in worship (Numbers 33:52; Exodus 20:4,5).

2. The decking of images in gold, silver and precious stones (Deuteronomy 7:25; Ezekiel 16:17,18).

3. Monks' tonsure (Leviticus 21:5).

4. Pagan worship in high places (Deuteronomy 12:2,3).

5. Green trees (Deuteronomy 12:2,3).

6. Astronomical objects (Deuteronomy 17:3).

7. Use of loose standing pillars (phallic symbols) (Deuteronomy 12:3).

8. Communion with the dead (Isaiah 8:19; 1 Samuel 28:3,9; Deuteronomy 18:10,14).

9. Calling their priests 'father' (Matthew 23:9; Judges 17:10; 18:19).

10. Kissing of images (Hosea 13:2; 1 Kings 19:18).

11. Burning of incense to idols (2 Kings 18:4).

12. Image processions (Isaiah 46:5-7).

13. Drink offerings of blood (Psalm 16:4; Acts 15:29).

14. Repetitious prayers (Matthew 6:7).

CHRIST - I AM

The use of the “ I AM” means that the Lord was saying that He is God.  In Exodus 3:14 God reveals Himself to Moses as, I AM THAT I AM.  Using this phrase at His arrest in John 18:2-6, He caused the army group to fall backwards due to His power as God flashing forth for a millisecond, before being led away as a willing sacrifice.  We are not confronted with the Jesus of liberalism here, but with the Lord of lords, King of kings, God stepping down to speak authoritatively to mankind.  There are seven “I AM’s” in the New Testament.

1. PROVISION - I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE John 6:30-35 - The feeding of the five thousand - a  miracle involving bread.    God provided miraculous physical food in the desert for forty years - Manna. Christ is our spiritual food.  He says that he is the only source of spiritual food for you. There is life in no other. No one else can satisfy the spiritual hunger in man. He tells us He is the bread from heaven - He shows Himself as God. The bread of the Passover - unleavened, pierced and griddled; speaking of his body.

2. SPIRITUALITY - I AM THE LIGHT John 8:12 - The feast of Tabernacles (where He also told the people to have the everlasting water John 7:37-39).  When the Lord says this He is saying that He is the only source of pure light as shown in His matchless character.  He is stating that He is God. 1 John 1 says that God is light and in Him is there no darkness at all.  We are to walk in the light in fellowship with God.

3. SALVATION - I AM THE DOOR John 10:7 - The Sheepfolds of Jerusalem, Psalms 22-24.   To be the door of the sheepfold, He is the only way into the plan of God.  Anyone that tries to come any other way is a liar and a thief.  If this is not true there is no way to God.

4. GUIDANCE - I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD  John 10:11 - the good shepherd, the only one who really cares.  Many from other religions say that they really care but it is Jesus the good shepherd, the only one who really cares. All other systems drop you into hell.

5. RESURRECTION - I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE John 11:20-25 - The death of Lazarus. Christ conquers death proving He is God, the resurrection and the life, He is the way the truth and life forever. The only way to eternal life is in Christ Jesus. To reject Him is to have eternal life in the Lake of Fire

6. TRUTH/LIFE - I AM THE WAY THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE John 14: 6 - There is no other way to gain meaning in this life and eternal life than through him.   We are related to the King of kings and Lord of lords who came and died for us that we might live.  We should be obedient to our Lord who bought us with His blood. I am the way the truth and the life.  The only way to live is in the truth, the only way to have life and have it more abundantly is in Him. The only way to God is through the God man Jesus Christ.  We need to live in Him as He is the only one who has the truth.

7. PRODUCTION - I AM THE TRUE VINE John 15:1-5 - Walking from the Passover meal past the Temple towards Gethsemane, He talks about the spiritual production that is ours in union with Him. I am the true vine - the only way to spiritual productivity is in Christ Jesus through the fruit of the Spirit.  Love Joy Peace and the other fruit is only available in Christ.  You have to be in the vine to have fruit.  Many unbelievers want joy and peace but they cannot have it without Christ.

GRACE

1. Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. Therefore Grace is unmerited favour from God.

2. Grace depends on the character of God therefore Grace depends on who and what God is. Grace is what God can do for man and still be true to his own character.

3. The believer must recognise the difference between legalism and grace. Legalism is man's work intruding upon the plan of God.

4. The greatest thing God can do for the saved person is to make him exactly like His Son Jesus Christ. This is accomplished in three stages of sanctification.

5. Positional Sanctification:  At Salvation every believer enters into union with Christ. (Hebrews 1:2) Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father and is therefore superior to all angels in his humanity. At the point of salvation we are entered into union with Christ thus we are positionally higher than angels. We are positionally seated with Christ at God's right hand.

6. Experiential Sanctification:  During the Christian's life on the earth the time spent under the power of the Holy Spirit. During this time we produce the character of God in our lives - gold, silver, precious stones. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

7. Ultimate Sanctification:  When the believer receives a resurrection body he loses the sin nature and all human good. At this point the believer is physically superior to all angels. He remains in this perfect state eternally.

8. All believers have tasted of Grace at least once (1 Peter 2:3). This refers to the point of Salvation at which the believer receives at least 34 things which he did not earn or deserve. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) Disorientation to grace is the believer's greatest occupational hazard in his Christian life. (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 12:15)

9. The divine attitude to grace is expressed in (Isaiah 30:18, 19) God is constantly waiting to pour out his blessing on all believers in the Christian life.

10. Grace in salvation is expressed in many ways. It is always the same - believing in Jesus Christ (Psalm 103:8-12, Romans 3:23-4, Romans 4:4, 5:20, Ephesians 2:8, 9)

11. There are many ways in which the Christian life expresses GRACE:

a) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

b) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) Growth (2 Peter 3:18)

d) Stability (1 Peter 5:12)

e) Lifestyle (Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 1:12)

f) Production of Divine Good (1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 6:1

12. Grace is the correct attitude in relation to giving. (2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

13. Grace is the only means of coping with suffering in the Christian life. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) Through Grace God is able to bless the believer in the midst of the pressures and adversities of life. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

14. Implications of grace:

a) God is perfect, his plan is perfect.

b) A perfect plan can only originate from a perfect God.

c) If man could do anything in the plan of God the plan would no longer be perfect.

d) A plan is no stronger than its weakest link. Grace therefore excludes all human merit, all human ability.

e) Legalism, human works is the enemy of Grace.

f) The works of human righteousness have therefore no place in the plan of God. (Isaiah 64:6)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIVING

1. Giving is an important part of spiritual life. It includes your attitude, the giving of yourself, your capacity as well as your possessions. Giving is as much a part of worship as praying, singing, listening to teaching, observing the Lord's Table, reading the Word. It is a function of priesthood for team work and often to sustain the work of leadership.

2. Basic Principles of Giving

(a) Old Testament Giving - this giving was grace giving just as it is in our age. (Proverbs 11:24,25)

(b) New Testament Giving - (2 Corinthians 9:7) also grace giving.

(c) Tithing - this means ten per cent. It was a form of income tax in Israel. Offerings or giving were above this. Tithing was for all Jews, offerings for believers only. It should be remembered that Israel was a theocracy.

[i] In Israel two tithes were required annually

[ii] Tithe 1 - for the maintenance of the Levites (Numbers 18:21, 24) Civil servants in a theocracy.

[iii] Tithe 2 - for national feasts and sacrifices (Deuteronomy 14:22-26)

[iv] Every third year a third tithe was required:-

[v] Tithe 3 - for the poor of the land. (Deuteronomy 14:28, 29) Social security. In (Malachi 3:8-10) it mentions tithes and offerings, the tithes to be brought to the storehouse or treasury.

(d) The time to give - the first day of the week. (1 Corinthians 16:2)

(e) How much - as God has prospered (1 Corinthians 16:2)

3. General Scripture on Giving. (2 Corinthians chapters 8 & 9)

(a) 2 Corinthians 8:1-8. Contrasts the Macedonian givers to the Corinthian givers, the former having been made poor by Roman oppression gave liberally. The Corinthians, the richest Church in Greece, gave sparingly.

(b) Giving is an attitude of grace and inner happiness rather than compulsion or the amount donated (2 Corinthians 8:2)

(c) Before money is given you must give yourself. (2 Corinthians 8:5)

(d) Giving is as important an act as any other act in the fellowship. (2 Corinthians 8:7)

(e) Giving is love giving not law giving (2 Corinthians 8:8)

(f) Giving depends on being oriented to grace, the prime example being the gift of the Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 8:9)

(g) Money given in the Lord's service must be properly administered. (2 Corinthians 8:19-21)

(h) If you give in grace you reap bountifully. If you give in legalism or with strings you reap sparingly. (2 Corinthians 9:6)

(i) How to give. Giving is a reflection of your character, by grace not habit. (2 Corinthians 9:7)

(j) God has given unto us his unspeakable Gift. (2 Corinthians 9:15, 1 Peter 2:24)

[k] Giving should be regular. 1Corinthians 16:2.

[m] As we are prospered so we give: God provides the capital with which to give. 2 Corinthians 9:7-10.

[n] Mature believers are most effective givers. 2 Corinthians 9:10. Generosity of mind leads to generous giving. 2 Corinthians 9:11. Philippians 4:14-18.

[o] The pastor’s logistical support comes from giving:   He makes an issue out of the word never money, if he does his job God will provide the money. Pastor provides spiritual food and receives money for physical needs. Mutual blessing is thus assured, as the people show their appreciation for the ministry of the word. 2 Corinthians 11:7-9, Philippians 1:3-5, 4:10, 4:14. 

CHURCH:  CHURCH DISCIPLINE

1. Those who will not heed the Word of God within the church are to be first warned and then rebuked (privately if the error is private, or publicly if their error is public).  2 Thessalonians 3:14,  Titus 1:13, 14.

2. If they still will not listen to the truth then the individuals are to be isolated from the fellowship and others are to separate themselves from them. 1 Timothy 6:3-5.

3. If they still refuse to change they are to be expelled from the fellowship. Titus 3:10 Galatians 1:6 -10.

4. Paul warns about false doctrine  1 Timothy 1: 4, 11. Then he expels the two false teachers, Hymeneus, and Alexander, that they might learn the truth and stop blaspheming. 1 Timothy 1:18-20.

5. Any expulsion is only temporary, it applies only so long as the person is unrepentant.  When they repent they are to be received back again as was the prodigal son, Luke 15:11-32, and the man in adultery. 1 Corinthians 5:1-13. 2 Corinthians 2:5-11.

CHURCH: PASTORAL DISCIPLINE

1. Those who will not heed the Word of God within the church are to be first warned and then rebuked (privately if the error is private, or publicly if their error is public). 2 Thessalonians 3:14, Titus 1:13, 14.

2. If they still will not listen to the truth then the individuals are to be isolated from the fellowship and others are to separate themselves from them. 1 Timothy 6:3-5.

3. If they still refuse to change their false views they are to be expelled from the fellowship. Titus 3: 10

There is to be no hesitation at this point nor any exceptions made as false doctrine if not dealt with will effect others;  any perversion of the gospel demands drastic action. Galatians 1:6-10.

4. Paul warns about false doctrine 1 Timothy 1:4,11.

Then he expels the two false teachers, Hymeneus, and Alexander, that they might learn the truth and stop blaspheming. 1 Timothy 1:18-20.

5. Any expulsion is only temporary, it applies only so long as the person is involved in heresy, or false practices. When they repent they are to be received back again as was the prodigal son, Luke 15:11-32, and the man in adultery who repented in the church at Corinth. 1 Corinthians 5:1-13. 2 Corinthians 2:5-11.

CHAPTER 44 - COMFORT FROM THE FIRST AND THE LAST TO HIS PEOPLE

Even as sinners we are heard by the Lord as we come before him in repentance. Isaiah 1:16-20, Micah 7:19-19, 1 John 1:9. We all come as Jacob, with our Old Sin Nature still active at times, but God treats us as Israel, his prince, and restores our soul to fellowship with him and lifts us up to the heavenlies. Ephesians 1:3-4. The these first few verses are packed full of significant doctrines that if fully known by believers form a basis for their stability and service for their Lord.

1  Yet now hear, O Jacob my servant; and Israel, whom I have chosen: 2  Thus saith the LORD that made thee, and formed thee from the womb, which will help thee; Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jesurun, whom I have chosen.

The Lord hears us when we call to him, but do we hear him when he speaks to us? Pastor Mwindula, our EBCWA Central African director of Education challenged a church in Perth with the following words. “If your child entered your room at home and asked you for five things and then ran out of the room without waiting for a reply, what would you think of their requests? Would you not think they were joking?” 

The challenge is a good one, for prayer is a two way process. It is not, as the atheists mockingly say, speaking to an imaginary friend! Prayer is speaking directly to the Creator God in the name and power of the Saviour and Lord, through whom we have the privilege of drawing near the throne room of God. It is a place where we are to wait for the Lord to answer. Our prayer time ought to have as much silence as words as we wait upon the Lord. Isaiah, speaking the words of God to all believers through the centuries says, “HEAR!” Psalms 81:8-16, Hebrews 3:7-19.

We are called and chosen ones. Refer to page 42 for the doctrinal study of ELECTION , see Topic at the end of this chapter for the doctrinal study on the HOLY SPIRIT: EFFECTIVE CALLING. God has set his seal upon us through faith in Christ Jesus. WE are his and we are secure in him. Even though sin and stupidity may enter our lives we are still the servants of the Lord and we are beloved of the Lord. He ever sits at the father’s right hand to make intercession for us. Refer to the doctrinal studies on CHRIST: ASCENSION AND SESSION, also the other sub studies in this section, HUMILIATION AND EXULTATION, and MINISTRY AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER. Deuteronomy 7:6-11.

The command is then given again, as we have seen many times before in the book, “fear not”. The two reasons for lack of fear are clearly spelt out. They are chosen of the Lord, and the Lord is with them. We are beloved of the Lord and we are the servants of the Lord; here to serve the one who gave his all for us. The history of the people given in Ezekiel 20 details this activity of God in choosing these people to bring glory to his name. Jesurun is a name that means “the upright one”, and it is a description of the believer when they stand upright and holy before the Lord in the power of his might. Deuteronomy 32:15, 33:5, 26.  Refer to page 30 for the study on CHRISTIAN LIFE: MATURITY, and see Topics at the end of this chapter for the study on CHRISTIAN LIFE: OVERCOMER and the other sub studies of this section, PRIORITIES, and SERVICE.

3  For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring:

All those who are thirsty for the truth of God will be provided all they need for their thirst to be satisfied. God’s blessings will be poured upon all peoples who love his truth. The metaphor of thirst and water is a common one in scripture. Do a word study through the Bible of “water” and “thirst” and see just how many references there are and how they form a powerful image of spiritual hunger/thirst for the good things of God. Everyone understands being thirsty or hungry at times and we can all identify with this metaphor and be challenged to be hungry and thirsty for the things of God. Psalms 42:1, John 4:10-14, 7:37-39, Titus 3:3-7, Revelation 21:6, 22:17. God provides the water of the Word to wash us clean and the power of the Spirit to strengthen us within as we take the Word in and apply it into all our life.

4  And they shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by the water courses. 5  One shall say, I am the LORD's; and another shall call himself by the name of Jacob; and another shall subscribe with his hand unto the LORD, and surname himself by the name of Israel.

The result of the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word upon the life of the believer is productivity in their earthly ministry and powerful testimony to the Lord Jesus Christ.  The person who is stabilized by the Word of the Living God is like a mighty tree by a river that does not dry up in droughts; even in the midst of the worst times the tree remains green and bears fruit for the hungry. That is how the believer is to be in times of hardship. Psalms 1:1-3, Jeremiah 17:7-15.

Each person in verse five introduces themselves slightly differently, for in the Lord, we are all our own people and each will express their faith and hope differently. Individual differences abound amongst Christians and that is how it ought to be, for the Lord takes us as we are, transforming us into the image of Christ, but with our own individual preferences intact. This is why there are denominations, not because of the “sins” of the people, for each of us prefers slightly different ways of worship and address, and there is to be unity in diversity in Christ Jesus. 

The fruit of the Holy Spirit ensures that all spiritual believers are able to fellowship with all others who love the Lord in spirit and in truth. Pentecostal can pray with Roman Catholic, Presbyterian with Brethren, and Greek Orthodox with Baptist, but only where there is unity in the Spirit. We have unity in our love and service of the Lord of glory, and we will be the more in loving unity with our brethren as we are in faithful obedience to the Word of God. Deuteronomy 26:16-19, Psalms 116:16.

Those who are “make believers” will fight with others who love the Lord over inconsequential matters, whereas the spirit filled believer will allow for differences in the areas that are not central to faith and share the love of the Lord with all who truly call upon his holy name. One old saint said, “In essentials unity, in all else charity”. We must have agreement in the so called “fundamentals” of our faith, but in all other matters spiritual believers will have charity and agree to differ with their brethren, just as all functional families do. Refer to page 14 for the doctrinal studies on, CHRISTIAN LIFE: SPIRITUALITY, and also to the Topics at the end of this chapter for the study on FUNDAMENTALISM.

6  Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.

This begins a new section in which Isaiah repeats the warnings of chapters 41 and 43 against idolatry. The people need constant challenge to turn away from the evils of false religion as well as turning strongly towards truth.  Notice how the first title of God, “the King”, reminds us that it is he who calls the shots for us, not we ourselves. We are servants of the living God and under his orders. Matthew 25:34-46, 27:37. Not only is he the King, he is the redeemer of his nation and the whole world. He has paid the price for sins. Refer to page 27 for the doctrinal study of CHRIST: REDEMPTION.  

He is also the “Lord of Hosts”, referring to the rulership and lordship of the Lord Jesus Christ over all the powers of the creation, angelic and human. He is then referred to as “the first and the last”, reminding us that the Lord is the creator of time and space, the very categories of the being of this universe, but in no way an indication to the limits of the creator God. Refer to page 23 for the study on GOD: NAMES AND TITLES OF GOD.  

When we face all forms of trouble we need to rest in the arms of the God who is truly God and Lord of all, who alone is God. Many act as if the Devil is equal to God, or that he is able to defeat the plan of God. Remember Christian, the Lord alone is God and he alone has the power to deliver and the plan that will be followed through, and will be victorious. Deuteronomy 4:35-40, 6:4, Isaiah 37:16, 20, 42:8, 43:10-11, 45:6, 21-22.

7  And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I appointed the ancient people? and the things that are coming, and shall come, let them shew unto them.

The Lord is a little sarcastic here, and it communicates clearly to all people down all the ages! The Lord does here what he does with Job in Job Chapters 38ff, and asks the series of questions designed to challenge any intelligent person to confront their limits.  The Lord alone calls out and creates; the Lord alone sets things in order, and appoints the details of the future for mankind and the individual nations. 

It is the Lord who made all things and who alone brings things to fruition. Satan may pervert and destroy, but he is not able to create. The Lord appointed the nation Israel to rule amongst the nations eventually, and they will. God decrees the future, and so they are coming and will certainly come! Genesis 17:7-8, Deuteronomy 32:8-12. Refer to page 46 for the topical study of COVENANTS, for in these we see the promises of God that shall certainly be fulfilled.

8  Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any.

This most important order is given again and again; FEAR NOT believer, you rest in the arms of the mighty God, the Lord of all. Fear has no place in us, nor does anxiety have the right to grip our soul. All cares are to be cast upon the Lord. 1 Peter 5:6-7. We either cast our cares upon the Lord or we carry burdens that are not our own! We have been bought with a price and that price was the blood of Christ, so nothing that is a detail of our life is outside the control and protection of the Lord God who gave himself for us! Refer to page 63 for the doctrinal study of FEAR. Isaiah 41:10-15, Proverbs 3:21-26, 

God has proclaimed the truth from the days of Moses until the present days of Isaiah and they people have no excuse not to know the truth.  The people are witnesses of the truth, for they have received it from the prophets for over a thousand years by this time. 

The Lord repeats the foundational principle that can guide them to stability; there is no other God, only fake gods and demons who will all be judged with the fools who follow them. The Lord’s point is clear; Believer, get with the plan, for God alone is the rock upon which is stability of life! Deuteronomy 32:1-4, 2 Samuel 22:2-7, 23:3. Refer to the doctrinal studies of CHRISTIAN LIFE: STABILITY and also the sub study of SUBMISSION.

9  They that make a graven image are all of them vanity; and their delectable things shall not profit; and they are their own witnesses; they see not, nor know; that they may be ashamed.

Those who make idols are the chaos merchants of the day in Isaiah’s eyes. Isaiah uses his word “tohu” for primal chaos to describe the result of the idol being accepted by a man or woman; it is a vanity, a nothingness thing, but it is a chaos creator, for it cannot create anything good. Deuteronomy 27:15, Psalms 97:7, Jeremiah 10:1-13, Habakkuk 2:18-20. 

Only God creates good, the demons behind the idols are chaos merchants; they trade in vanity and emptiness. The only thing that can come from an idol is chaos in the mind and community. They are at the heart of pleasure centred religions, but the pleasure they offer is transient and the chaos lasting. There is simply no profit in fake gods, nor lasting pleasure in activities based in evil. There is no benefit to people who worship a thing that cannot see, speak or hear! It is an empty image of an empty reality that will only lead to judgment. Isaiah is repeating this message again and again, because for his day it was the main problem for the people of God. 

Think today about the activities that are like the worship of the old gods of paganism and you find many activities today that parallel them. Whatever takes our heart away from the Lord is an idol that will interfere with our mental and spiritual stability and growth. 2 Corinthians 4:4, Ephesians 4:17-19, 5:8-10. Refer to the doctrinal study on IDOLATRY. 

10  Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven image that is profitable for nothing? 11  Behold, all his fellows shall be ashamed: and the workmen, they are of men: let them all be gathered together, let them stand up; yet they shall fear, and they shall be ashamed together.

God asks the nation a question. Who is dumb enough to worship an idol that is a nothing? Who would do this and ignore the true God. How dumb is it to ignore the truth and follow a lie? The question that hangs over the nation is, will they be teachable or not? Will they be like Nebuchadnezzar who faced the truth about idols and became a believer? Daniel 3:14-29, 4:34-37.  Those who respond to the truth will live, but those who persist in pagan stupidity will die in it.
What is the inevitable result of false religion? What is the final destination of those who ignore truth and follow after lusts? Where can error lead except to more error and chaos? When you follow eagerly after foolishness the day comes when you look foolish and are ashamed. God calls them to their feet, to stand up and face the truth and see their stupidity and face the consequences of their evil. They have sinned together and so they will be judged together. Revelation 19:19-21.

12  The smith with the tongs both worketh in the coals, and fashioneth it with hammers, and worketh it with the strength of his arms: yea, he is hungry, and his strength faileth: he drinketh no water, and is faint.

Isaiah now mockingly describes the “sacred” task of making the metal idol; the smith works without food or water because it is a special job he does. How can a man take seriously that he is “god maker”, and yet these men do! They take the task so seriously they will fast as they do the work, even becoming weak through hunger, yet the object they make is no more “holy” than if they had made it drunk and full of food! 

13  The carpenter stretcheth out his rule; he marketh it out with a line; he fitteth it with planes, and he marketh it out with the compass, and maketh it after the figure of a man, according to the beauty of a man; that it may remain in the house.

The carpenter takes similar levels of care to select the wood and carve out the figure of a man; he uses all the art and instruments of men to carve and plane the wood so that it resembles a man in the end. The idol is now ready for the temple, or house of the god, made ready by the people.  It is still a man making another image of a god that looks like a big man. It is man worshipping his alter ego! Why worship yourself, for you die, and ignore the truth of the creator who lives forever, and through whom we can find eternal life? Acts 17:22-31.

14  He heweth him down cedars, and taketh the cypress and the oak, which he strengtheneth for himself among the trees of the forest: he planteth an ash, and the rain doth nourish it. 15  Then shall it be for a man to burn: for he will take thereof, and warm himself; yea, he kindleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he maketh a god, and worshippeth it; he maketh it a graven image, and falleth down thereto. 16  He burneth part thereof in the fire; with part thereof he eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied: yea, he warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire: 17  And the residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven image: he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me; for thou art my god.

This section is great farce on the “god-maker’s” part, and pure sarcasm on God’s part. The prophet moves away from the workshop right into the forests from which the trees came. The various trees were all used for different things in the manufacturing process to make gods. Specific trees were planted for the purpose of later generations harvesting them to “replace” their gods with new models. Who ensures the trees grow? It is the Lord who gives the rain, so why does man worship the things that are watered?

The man finally decides that his grandfather’s tree is ready and cuts it down. With part of it he warms himself, and with some of the chips he bakes bread in a camp oven. With the bits left over he makes his god and worships it as the representation of one of the many gods. Why not go for the real thing? He burns part of the tree and roasts meat over the fire embers, and enjoys a meal cooked from tree that is “left over god material”. He is warmed by the fire and rejoices in the fire, yet it burns the wood, and could equally burn up his god and he must be careful not to have his god lost to him. 

Finally he carves out another household, or favourite god from the leftovers and falls down and worships it asking it to deliver him! Deliver him from what? He has made the god, so how can the god deliver him? Is the god so grateful about being made that he will do a great work for the man? Isaiah’s mockery is total! Let us pause here though and remember that many people worship the work of the hands of men; be they cars, clothes, jewellery, shoes, houses, and jobs.

18  They have not known nor understood: for he hath shut their eyes, that they cannot see; and their hearts, that they cannot understand. 19  And none considereth in his heart, neither is there knowledge nor understanding to say, I have burned part of it in the fire; yea, also I have baked bread upon the coals thereof; I have roasted flesh, and eaten it: and shall I make the residue thereof an abomination? shall I fall down to the stock of a tree? 20  He feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?

They have blinded themselves; the term here indicates that they have smeared their eyes so they cannot see. Ask as you read the verses here, who is the one blinding the people? Isaiah is asking why they do not see the truth as they make their gods, and they are indeed blind to the realities that are in front of them. Who blinds them? It is not God, but the very source of the religion of the gods they have chosen to serve. It is Satan who is the author of religion and the blinder of foolish men. Romans 1:18-25. 

God leaves them with the consequences of their choices, and is the one who finally brings judgment. The concept of “hardening” of the heart has led some to think God blinds, and God makes it difficult for men to be saved. Exodus 6:1-8, 7:1-5, 14. The best way to describe hardening is to picture a wet sheet of cloth, or a wet towel. If you twist the fabric from both ends it becomes “hardened” as the water is squeezed out. This is the biblical idea behind “hardening”. 

The Lord puts the pressure on the person who is determined to oppose him and serve other gods, and as the “squeeze” comes on, what is within them is squeezed out and they harden into their position. It is not “double predestination” as Augustine of Hippo and later Calvin, would argue, but the pressure being applied to reinforce men in their free choices. Psalms 81:11-16, Matthew 13:10-17, Romans 11:7-12, 2 Corinthians 4:3-4, 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12.

Once men have selected false premises they cannot have anything other than false conclusions, unless their logic fails them and they stumble onto a truth by accident! A false premise can only lay the foundation for later disaster. Once man has become fixated on lust or other animal passion or desire, there is no real possibility for truth to confront him, for he does not want to see things of God, let alone follow them. Psalms 92:6, Proverbs 2:1-15, 28:5, Jeremiah 5:20-25, Daniel 12:10, Matthew 12:33-37, John 8:41-51, 12:37-48, 2 Peter 2:10-17. Refer to page 47 for the study on the GOD: DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FREEWILL.  

In verse nineteen Isaiah spells out the logic of theism against the illogical position of idolatry. Why is it that a person cannot quietly reflect upon what they have done and see that they have simply made an “abomination”; a thing that is such an insult to logic and then to morality, that the person has no excuse for continuing their practise of idolatry. Why will I bow down to the leftovers from the wood used for cooking a meal? Why bow to a tree and not acknowledge the creator of all things? It is a disgrace and an insult to all logic. 

In verse twenty a powerful image is added into the picture and it is central to the appeal of the prophet to the idolater. He is worshipping ashes, for that is what wood becomes, and it is also what each man becomes! There is sarcasm here, but also challenge, for it was the very ashes of the fire that were put upon the head of the penitent sinner seeking God’s genuine forgiveness. True penitence involves a full facing of the reality of sin, human frailty and death; it involves volition, logic, reason, and emotional response. Psalms 102:1-11, Proverbs 15:14-16, Hosea 4:12-19, 1 Timothy 4:1-6, 2 Timothy 3:12-16. 

 Ashes sum up all the frailty of man and the certainty that this life will end. It sums up the bitterness of loss and grief for those whose dreams can be burned, but that is not to be the place where the believer sits, for we have an eternal destiny. To worship something that can become ashes it to place you hope in as frail a thing as yourself. Seeing this, will these people turn to the one who will not turn to ashes like their false hopes? They cannot at present see that the god they hold in their right hand is a lie! 

The good news for that small remnant of their generation hold up in Jerusalem, is that they will hear the truth and respond to it and be saved. The great sadness we see as we go through this book is that so few are saved, and so many go to death and captivity with lies in their heart, and they do not see the logical connection between the two things.

21  Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art my servant: I have formed thee; thou art my servant: O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of  me.

Familiar themes are repeated here. The nation is reminded that they are the servants of the Lord, chosen to serve, and provided all they need to fulfil their service. They may be stupid at times but they will not be forgotten by the Lord; he will care for them. Isaiah echoes all of the warnings of Moses again and again. Deuteronomy 4:9,23, 29, 31:19-21, 32:18. God has not forgotten his people Israel, even through to our own day. The greatest miracle in history is the resurrection of the Lord, but the one that all can see today with their own eyes, is the survival of Israel, when so much malice has been directed against them through the ages. Romans 11:25-36.

22  I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.

This is one of the great verses on forgiveness in the scriptures, drawing on the Psalmist, and all later writers come back here to draw comfort regarding the grace and love of God. Note the strong language here. The Lord has taken the papyrus or parchment record of sins and “blotted out” all entries against us. The term describes the use of a sea sponge to sponge away all the writing.  Nehemiah 4:4-5, Psalms 51:1-10, 103:10-17, Jeremiah 33:3-9. 

Even though the sins of the people are great, and numerous; like the clouds of the heavens they have darkened the nation, they are all forgiven and washed away. Even though they have “gone too far” according to some they will be forgiven if they confess to their God. Jeremiah 3:1, Hosea 14:1-4, Titus 2:11-14, 1 Peter 1:18-19. We have recently looked at the doctrinal study on repentance and forgiveness. If you need to, revise now both REPENTANCE and FORGIVENESS.

23  Sing, O ye heavens; for the LORD hath done it: shout, ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, O forest, and every tree therein: for the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel.

When the truth of the nature and work of the Lord God is recognized they call is not to debate and argument, but to worship; to sing the glory of God. True theology will always lead to praise and worship, fake theology will lead to argument and violence! The fruit of the spirit is love, joy and peace. Bursting into song is a sign of the true believer; it is a fruit of repentance and forgiveness. A man or woman who cannot sing unto the Lord in their heart at least is either not forgiven or has not realised that they are! 

The heavens themselves sing, and even the earth sings to the Lord; from all corners of the cosmos system the praises of God rebound to his glory. This is not a reference to the “music of the spheres” of the philosophers, but is a statement of the joy of the believer who loves the Lord wherever they are, and of the angels who praise him from everywhere. The entire creation does however sing and is ordered to do so as the glory of the Creator Saviour God! 

Have you not been out in a wild place and felt this music? Have you not stood in an awesome place and sensed this music of nature itself to praise the Lord as the birds welcome the morning sunlight? The key subject of praise is that Israel is delivered! God’s person, plan and power is glorified and honoured before all the present creation, from one end to the other. Psalms 69:32-36, 96:11-13, 98:1-9, Isaiah 49:3, Ephesians 3:20-21, 2 Thessalonians 1:10-12, 1 Peter 4:11.

24  Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself;

The Lord is our redeemer, he has brought us to new birth; we are born again, out of the slave market of sin, into the temple of the most High. We have been, like the little new born baby, “lifted up” to sit in heavenly places, and to rejoice in a new position, purchased for us by the wonderful blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. Isaiah 43:14, 48:16-17, 49:7, 26, 54:5-10, 59:20, 60:16, 63:7-16. The Lord is the creator of the universe; the heavens and the earth. As we have seen above, Isaiah combines the creatorship and Saviourhood of the Lord to emphasize the principle of redemption of the earth, by the one who made it. All is the Lord’s and all provisions for us are made by him. God needed no help to make the universe, and he certainly does not need our help to save the earth! We are in the hands of the Lord of all; there is no danger that the plan will fail!!!  Ephesians 3:8-13, Colossians 1:16-17, Hebrews 1:2, 10-12 (Psalms 102:25-27 quoted).

25  That frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh diviners mad; that turneth wise men backward, and maketh their knowledge foolish; 26  That confirmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the counsel of his messengers; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited; and to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the decayed places thereof:

The fake religious systems and designs of the false prophets are all made to appear to be the nonsense they truly are. The signs of the false prophets are real signs of their demonic power, but their power is inferior to the Lord’s power, and they will be embarrassed by the truth of their inferior position, for they have convinced themselves that they are so great and important. 

Arrogance drives the false religious systems of the world and they will all be made to appear the fools they are. Many of the signs of the false prophets are lying signs, tricks done by conjurors, but even if it is Satanic power, it is made to appear foolish by the power of the Lord God. The diviners can be driven mad by their inability to foretell the future, and the wise philosophers are pushed off their academic perch by the truth that they do not know a fraction of what they claim. Psalms 33:10-11, Jeremiah 27:9-15, 28:9-17, 1 Corinthians 1:19ff, 3:18-20.

 The knowledge of the false prophets is easily shown up by God’s power to be foolishness. Just as the false is able to be shown by events to be false, just so the true servants of the Lord are able to be vindicated and confirmed by the events of history that they predict accurately through the Holy Spirit. Remember the rules of the true prophet involve them being accurate in what they say.  If a prophet speaks for the Lord, or in his name, and spoke falsely, then that false prophet was to be stoned to death! Prophecy is not about averages; it is about truth or falsity! God promises to the people that the city of Jerusalem will be restored and rebuilt, even after it’s destruction by Nebuchadnezzar.  God’s messengers will tell truth; Satan’s people tell lies. We are to be known as people of the truth.  Refer to the doctrinal study, PROPHET. 

27  That saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry up thy rivers: 28  That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.

These verses are a real problem for the liberals who do not want to believe in prophecy being fulfilled. This is an accurate prophecy of exactly what happened over one hundred and fifty years after Isaiah uttered these words. Babylon was taken the night of Belshazzer’s party, Daniel 5, by Cyrus the Great, diverting the river Euphrates into a channel called the Sepharvaim channel, which meant the river ran dry for a few hours and the army of Cyrus entered the city through the water gates, which were left open, by walking across the dry river bed. In their two army groups, under their great generals, Gobrias and Gadatas, they entered the city, swiftly entered the unlocked and insecure palace and broke up the party of Belshazzer and slew him and his drunken nobles. Daniel survived, as did the majority of the population and accepted the Medio-Persian coup. Herodotus in his book records the feat of arms and engineering involved. Daniel later served Cyrus and died under his reign in honour. Cyrus was also the man who gave the decree for the rebuilding of the city and temple of Jerusalem after it’s destruction by the Babylonians. Ezra 1:1ff, 6:1-13. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Do we hear the words of the Lord to us? Do we “wait upon the Lord? Is prayer the formal two way process it is meant to be, or do we rush through our prayer time, with our minds on the daily “to do” list, and the same spirit of busyness drives us along as drives the pagans around us? Let us pause, reflect, plan our prayer requests, and at least daily come before the Lord to pause from rush and bustle and make our requests slowly and carefully, and wait for the Lord’s peace or challenge before we rise and rush to our next appointment. 

No appointment is as important as the one with the King of Kings and Lord of all lords. We enter the throne room of heaven when we pray, and we enter it too casually, and without the pause and dignity that an ambassador requires when approaching his king to request direction and receive daily orders. Hebrews 4:16, 10:19-22, 12:1-3.  

2. 
How hungry are we daily for spiritual food from the Word of God? How thirsty for the cleansing power of the Holy Sprit as he takes the Word and washes us clean from sin, from doubts, and from fears, as we rest upon the promises of God? Audit your days and nights believer. Audit your hours pastor. How many hours are spent wasted with people or activities that have no profit for the kingdom of heaven? 

We need good sleep, we need good exercise, we need good food, we need time spent with spouse and children to strengthen bonds, and these things have legitimate claim upon hours of every day.  Indeed if we fail to do these things we fall short of the Lord’s demands upon us to set the right example to our loved ones, and lay the foundation for our witness to the world. Having said these things, what is done with the rest of your time?
3. 
The image of the mighty green tree by the deep river in times of drought is the image for the strong believer in both the Psalms and Isaiah. It is the image that is to express the reality of our daily life. We only have this reality of stability when our roots have gone deep into the Word of God for year after year, so that when the drought comes we have the habit of faithful obedience to draw upon. Every day we either build our future stability through faith-rest, or we undermine our own future, by inaction or false action. Let us walk in the spirit and so fulfil our destiny as the strong ambassadors for Christ that we are meant to be.

4. 
Regular audits of the fruit of the Spirit in our lives is a vital self help strategy, as a lack of fruit can give us warning of carnality that has been slipping into our lives. As the Holy Spirit moves through our lives we have power and focused action in our lives, and we will have joy and service in the Spirit. Let us not let any slackness creep in and rob us of the eternal rewards that are the lot of all who serve him with consistent focus and energy.

5. 
Let us remember daily who we worship. We worship the Creator, Saviour God, the Lord of all. He is not surprised by any problem we have, nor caught short of power in any circumstance. Let us remember the Lord’s gentle sarcasm to Job and Isaiah’s people, for we need the reminder of who it is we serve. He is able to keep us! We can cast our cares upon him. Philippians 4:7, Jude 24. No details of our life are outside the loving mercy of the Lord God.

6. 
The message regarding idols is clear to us all; we are not to trust our lives to anything that can turn to dust or ashes. If our car rusts, and it does, we are not to spend inordinate amounts of our time worshipping at it’s shrine, no matter how much it cost, nor how beautiful it is.

7. 
All our lusts and desires may blind us to greater truth. We must be careful of our desires, for they can lead us into dangerous places and meet our hearts lust, but rob us of lasting satisfaction. Let us educate our desires through the tutorship of the Holy Spirit, correcting our lusts through the Word and so build stability in the soul rather than erode it from within.

8. 
Forgiveness is guaranteed for the believer in Christ Jesus. Forgiveness is guaranteed because it depends upon the mercy and grace of God, not the works of men, but there are “fruits of repentance” and they ought to be there in the life of the penitent believer. If we do not take sin seriously we will not “seriously” grow. Let us be serious about sin and all the distractions that lead us away from the path of the Lord.

9. 
True faith will be expressed in songs and praises, not in argument and conflict. Let the fruits of the Spirit be seen in our interactions with our brethren at all times. If you are feeling great desire to argue about matters of faith then examine yourself to ensure you are still in the faith! In matters of the fundamentals there must be agreement and unity, but in all else there ought to be charity. If a person disagrees they are either your brother expressing their rights before the Lord, or if they reject a fundamental truth, then they are a pagan, a make believer at best, and are deserving of your prayers. Either way there is no cause for argument. Argument stems from arrogance, and arrogance is a sign of carnality and unconfessed sin. 

10. 
False prophets and false religious systems have abounded throughout the history of this world; they will always remain the devil’s ace card. We are not to be distracted by evil or sin, nor be influenced by the lying wonders of the enemy, but we are to keep our eyes fixed upon Jesus who is the author and the finisher of our faith. We need no other than him, nor any other power than the Holy Spirit. He alone knows the end from the beginning, Satan and his team are operating, like unsaved men, on their best guesses! We alone rest upon the plan, provision and power of the risen Lord who has the universe in the palm of his hand. Daily get this glimpse of the majesty of the living God.

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

HOLY SPIRIT - EFFECTIVE CALLING

1.
Drawing (gk. elkuo) means to draw, lead or impel. In this case the drawing or calling is in love. All the elect will freely respond to the work of the Holy Spirit. The drawing provides the motive to respond.

2.
All people are called to repent, but only the elect are drawn. (John 3:16, 36 , 12:32 16:8-11, 1 John 2:2)

3.
Believers, Called Ones, Elect, are all names for the same person. God calls, the Holy Spirit works, we simply respond to the call of Love. (Jeremiah 31:3, John 3:16)

4.
The calling provides the motivation for the expression of love in the unbeliever who is positive towards salvation. (Philippians 2:13)

5.
God can thereby give His gift of salvation to the elect. (John 1:13, Romans 9:16 Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5-6)

6.
God therefore gets the glory for His work, we get the benefits (Jude 24-25)


(a)
God planned it in eternity past.


(b)
God provides it at the cross.


(c)
God prepares for it in the life by conviction.


(d)
God provides the motivation to accept the offer.


(e)
God gives the gift of salvation to the elect.


(f)
God gives the Holy Spirit to the new believer.


(g)
God has prepared a new body for the believer.

CHRIST:  ASCENSION AND SESSION

1. The resurrection body of Christ was capable of 'space travel', The humanity of Christ in resurrection travelled through all three heavens. (John 20:17). (1st Heaven - the atmosphere, 2nd Heaven - Stellar Space, 3rd Heaven - the Throne Room of God).

2. The purpose of this space travel was to arrive in a human body at the throne room of God the Father. Although covered with no protective space suit, the resurrection body did not burn up as it travelled through the universe, it did not suffer fatigue but arrived in perfect condition (Romans 8:34, Colossians 3:1, Hebrews 1:3, 8:1, 10:12, 12:2). 

Upon his arrival, the Father said "sit down at my right hand" (Psalm 110:1, Hebrews 1:13). Deity does not sit, only Christ's humanity sat down. This indicated the acceptability of the humanity of Christ (Ephesians 1:20) and guarantees the acceptability of regenerate mankind (Ephesians 2:6)-

The seating or session of Christ declared Him superior to all angels, elect or fallen (1 Peter 3:22). Today believers are positionally higher than angels but in the resurrection body believers will be physically superior to angels. 

This is why God gives every believer at least one angelic servant - to some many more - a down payment that we will be one day superior to them (Hebrews 1:1 4). Who made this possible? Jesus Christ through ascension and session.

3. The ascension and session of the humanity of Christ produced victory in the angelic conflict. (Hebrews 1:3-13).

4. The ascension begins a new stage of the angelic conflict (Ephesians 1:20-22), 4:7-10). Hence the believer of the Church age is involved in the intensification of the angelic conflict.

5. The ascension and session begins the subjection of his enemies (Psalm 110:1) as quoted in (Luke 20:42-43, Acts 2:33-34, Hebrews 1:13).

6. The second advent of Christ will conclude the subjection process (Daniel 7:13, 14, Zechariah 13:2, Colossians 2:15, Revelation 20:1-3)

7. The ascension and session also completes the glorification of Christ. (Acts 2:33, Philippians 2:9, 1 Peter 3:22)

8. The ascension explains the uniqueness of the Church Age. (John 7:37-39)

9. With Jesus Christ now in heaven, He has given His Spirit to indwell us on earth. (John 7:37-39)

10. Seated at the right hand of the Father, Jesus now ministers as our great high priest (Hebrews 7:23-25)

CHRIST:- HUMILIATION AND EXALTATION – THE ROAD TO GLORY

1. The Lords Jesus Christ in Exaltation  - Hebrews 8:1 “Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such  an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty  in the heavens;"

2. The Road to Glory  - Philippians 2:5-11 

3 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” [v 5]

[a] "let this mind be in you  - (Present.  Active.  Imperative ) have this attitude. To think objectively, noble thinking of divine viewpoint based on thinking the mind of Christ. 1 Corinthians 2:16 compared to 2 Corinthians 10:4-5

[b] "in yourselves" - among believers Vs. 4 "look"  -  (Present. Active. Participle]  consider, focus  Basis of 4 Laws of the Christian Way of Life.

4.  “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God” [v 6]:

[a] "form of God" - Inner Character.  Divine Essence- in his pre-incarnate state.

[b] "being" - (Present. Active. Participle.) Eternal existence.  Revelation 1:8  John 1:1 Colossians 2:16

[c]“robbery” - "to be grasped" - (Present. Active. Infinitive.)

[i] Used for act of robbery

[ii] Used of a thing robbed

[iii] A prize or thing to be grasped; be won but something to clutch hold of strongly,

5. “But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men” [v 7]

[a] His incarnation: not something to hold. No reputation  - "emptied" - (Aorist. Active. Indicative.) To lay aside privileges, deprive oneself of normal function:

[i] Not loss of deity

[ii] Not loss of divine attributes

[iii] Rather, a choosing not to exercise His essence so as to become "like us:" Hebrews 2:14,17

[b] being the form" - (Aorist. Active. Participle.) human essence - body, soul, spirit  no Old Sin Nature

[c] "being made"  (Aorist.  Middle. Participle.) Having become.  Precedes "humbled"

[d] "likeness of men" - of same condition, nature  and  ability.

6. “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became  obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” [v 8] 

[a] His Humiliation: - "being found" - (Aorist. Passive. Participle) being recognised, discovered.

[b] "in appearance" - In contrast to all that He was, what He appeared outwardly to others.

[c] "He humbled Himself" - (Aorist Active Indicative.) Mental attitude of grace from birth to death.  True humility Romans12:3

[d] "becoming obedient" - ( Aorist. Middle Participle.) to hear & obey.

[e] "to the point of death" - Spiritual death.  Christ learned obedience  through suffering (Hebrews 5:8) maximum self-discipline.

[f] His Humiliation: - "death on a cross" - Most disgraceful form of death.  Reserved for hardened criminals and runaway slaves.

7. “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which  is above every name”:[v 9]

[a] His Exaltation: -"therefore" - because of His humiliation  "highly exalted" - (Aorist . Active. Indicative.) To raise above and beyond.

[b] Christ shared God's glory in Eternity Past, but this is the exaltation of His humanity.  Compare Ephesians 1:20-23

[c] "bestowed" - (Aorist. Middle. Indicative.) Freely bestowed, as Christ gave Himself freely.

[d] "name" - The rank, office, dignity.  The name, Hebrews 1:4-8

8. “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in  heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth”; [v 10]

Celebrityship Recognised/Universal Acknowledgment: "at the name" - In sphere of His exalted position

[i] Those in heaven - angelic

[ii] On earth - human

[iii] Under earth - dead unbelievers and imprisoned demons.

9. “And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  to the glory of God the Father” [v 11].

[a] "every tongue confess" - (Aorist. Middle. Subjunctive.) Openly acknowledge volitionally - self condemned

[b] "Jesus Christ is Lord" - Deity

[c] "to glory of God"

APPLICATION

1. True humility is the way to greatness. Luke 22:24-27 grace-oriented thinking. Romans 12:3

2. The way to lead with authority is to follow with submission.  Luke 7:1-10

3.  True understanding of authority demands that one serve - not be served.  1 Corinthians 9:1-18 The Law of Supreme Sacrifice and the Christian Medal of Honour.

4. Application to the Pastor. 1-Peter 5:1- 4

CHRIST:  MINISTRY AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD

As Christians we never have to face the enemy alone as the Lord Jesus Christ is at the right hand of the Father in the place of commendation. As such: 

1. Jesus Christ as our Advocate defends us -1 John 2:1, Romans 8:1, 32-34

2. Jesus Christ as our Intercessor prays for us - Romans 8:34, John 17, Ephesians 1:3, 20

3. Jesus Christ as our Great Shepherd supplies us. - Psalm 23:1, Philippians 4:19, Hebrews 13:20-21

4. Jesus Christ as our Forerunner open the path to God for us. Hebrews 6:20, 10:20, Romans 5:2

5. Jesus Christ as our High Priest sets us apart for service to God Hebrews 5:5-10, 7:17-27, 10:5-18

6. We have a defender who has promised He will never leave us nor forsake us. Hebrews 13:5

7. He who keeps us never sleeps. Psalm 121

8. God's great power is shown towards us. He is at every moment watching over us for protection and provision.

9. Because of the ascension the Lord has received the promise of the Holy Spirit and poured it forth upon His obedient and believing disciples.

10. He has gone to prepare a place for us. John 14:1-3

11. The power of the glorified Christ is available through the power of the Holy Spirit.

12. Jesus Christ has been exalted above the angels and received a name which is above every name, everything is subject to Him and has become His footstool.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OVERCOMER

1. Definition of an overcomer - "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? (1 John 5:4,5). It is seen that an overcomer is a believer and we become overcomers at the point of salvation.

2. "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God." - believers will live with God in heaven forever. (Revelation 2:7)

3. "He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death" - believers will not be subject to the lake of fire. (Revelation 2:11)

4. "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it." - believers are accepted by God on the basis of His provision. (Revelation 2:17)

5. "And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. And I will give him the morning star." - believers will rule over the nations and will be honoured. (Revelation 2:26-28)

6. "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels." - believers are justified and sanctified by the death of our Lord and their names are permanently in the book of the living. (Revelation 3:5)

7. "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name." - believers will have access to the Holy Places of God and will eternally be identified with Jesus Christ. (Revelation 3:12)

8. "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne." - believers will reign with the Lord Jesus Christ (Revelation 3:21)

CHRISTIAN LIFE - PRIORITIES 

1. The First Person - Jesus Christ has ultimate priority - Colossians 1:16-18

2. The First Possessions - The kingdom of God, the greatest gift - Matthew 6:33

3. The First Offering - the giving of oneself - 2 Corinthians 8:5

4. The First Denial - the denial of self - Matthew 7:5

5. The First Discipline - the discipline of prayer - 1 Timothy 2:1-4

6. The First Commandment - to love God supremely - Matthew 22:37-38

7. The First Excuse - too busy to have time for God - Matthew 8:21-22

FUNDAMENTALISM

1. Fundamentalism requires belief in:- 

a) The deity of Christ and the virgin birth

b) The miracles of Christ

c) The cross of Christ on which He paid for the sins of the world as God's efficacious substitutionary sacrifice

d) The bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ

e) The certainty of the yet to come Second Coming of the Lord for His church and to judge

f) The inerrancy of the Bible as the Word of God

2. False teachers and liberal theologians will distort all or some of these doctrines.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  STABILITY

1.  God is able to keep us and bless us (Ephesians 3:20, Hebrews 7:25).

2. Stability comes when we know God; when we have grown up in his Word. Maturity brings with it stability (2Peter 3:18, 2Timothy 1:12). 

3. The alternative to a stable life of faith is to be tossed about by every pressure; this occurs when there is no doctrinal application in the life (James 1:6, Ephesians 4:14, Revelation 3:8). 

4. Believers need stability to stand fast against the wiles of Satan who is a danger to those with no doctrine: We are told to:

a) Stand fast in the word 1Corinthians 16:13.

b) Stand fast in our liberty Galatians 5:1 cf. Romans 14:1ff, 8:9-13.

c) Stand fast in one spirit (no pettiness) Philippians 1:27.

d) Stand fast in the Lord (in fellowship) Philippians 4:1.

e) Stand fast in doctrine 2 Thessalonians 2:5, 16,17. 

5. Strength and stability comes in a close relationship with the Lord. By faith we stand: 2 Corinthians 1:24, Psalm 59:17, 62:7, 144:1.

6.  God has supreme power at His fingertips for us. Isaiah 59:1. 

7. Our faith should stand secure in this power, for we are kept by it in all things, therefore we should be confident. 1Corinthians 2:5, 1Peter 1:5, John 16:33.

8. God is able to make us stand through the work of the Holy Spirit upon the word in our lives. Romans 14:4, Jude 24. 

9. Strength and stability come from the impact of the Holy Spirit’s work upon the word in our life as we believe and apply it. e.g. Sarah Hebrews 11:11, Paul 2 Corinthians 12:8-10. 

10. Profile of the stable believer under pressure 2 Peter 1:3-16. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUBMISSION

1. This means to humble oneself in willing service to another, with the connotation that it is for your good.  Genesis 16:9,  1 Peter 5:6,  Hebrews 13:17.

2. We must fully surrender ourselves to God. James 4:7, Romans 12:1-2  As the Lord made himself obedient unto death so must we. Philippians 2:18.

3. We are, in Christ to submit ourselves each to the other within the church.  This involves putting the spiritual needs of others ahead of any personal interests. Ephesians 5:21.

4. Within the church believers are to submit to the teaching authority of the pastor as he preaches from the Word. Hebrews 13:17, 1 Corinthians 16:6,  1 Peter 5:5.

5. A wife is to submit herself to her own husband within their marriage.  This involves  respect for him as her spiritual leader and protector. Ephesians 5:22, Colossians 3:18, Titus 2:4 -5. 

6. Children also are to submit in love to their parents' authority under God. Colossians 3:20.

7. All believers are to be in submission to the laws of their land, unless those laws violate the clear command of God.  Romans 13:1 , 2, Matthew 22:21, 1 Peter 2:13-17, exception example, Acts 4:15-20,  5:40-42.

8. Workers are to be under authority of their employers and their managers.  Colossians 3:22-25, Ephesians 6:5-8, Titus 2:9, 10,  1 Peter 2:18-24.

9. Those in authority have a special responsibility to treat those under them with care and respect.  Colossians 4:1

IDOLATRY

1. Idolatry is forbidden (Exodus 20:3,4,23; 23:24; Deuteronomy 4:28; 5:7; 6:14; 7:16; 8:19).

2. In the Ten Commandments, the first commandment prohibits mental idolatry, the second commandment prohibits overt idolatry.

3. Idolatry is spiritual adultery, an attack on the believer's love towards God (Jeremiah 3:8-10; Ezekiel 16:23-43; 23:24-30; Revelation 17:1-5).

4. Idolatry of mind precedes idolatry of practice. Mental idolatry occurs before overt idolatry (Judges 2:10-13; Ezekiel 14:7).

5. Idolatry occurs when the creation, rather than the Creator, is worshipped (Romans I:18-25).

6. Demons function through idols and practices of idolatry (Zechariah 10:2).

7. Idolatry is the devil's communion table (1 Corinthians 10:19-21).

8. Idolatry is related to sexual sins under the phallic cult (Ezekiel 22:3-18; 23:37-49). Consequently idolatry has a adverse effect on both soul and body (1 Corinthians 6:9).

9. Idolatry causes the national judgment of destruction and enslavement (Isaiah 2:8; 2:18-20; 21:9; 36:18-20; Jeremiah 2:27:30; 3:6-11; 7:17-20; 17:1-4; Ezekiel 6:4-6).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REPENTANCE

1. Two words are translated repentance in the New Testament:-

a) Metanoia - META - to change , NOIA - the mind, which means to change one's opinion or mind about something or someone.

b) Meta Melamai - to feel sorry for - an emotional reaction because of acts undertaken.

2. Repentance in salvation is to change one's attitude toward the person and work of Christ. (Luke 13:3,5, 15:7, 10, 16:30, 3 1, Acts 17:30, 31, 20:2 1, Romans 2:4, 2 Peter 3:9)

3. Repentance is used in salvation mainly for the Jews. The Jews had seen Christ as a great teacher, a wise man, a prophet. They repented and now recognised him as the Son of God. In the case of the Gentiles, the word believe is used. (Acts 16:3 1 ) as they had no previous ideas about the person of Christ.

4. The Fruit of Meta Melamai, such as penance and sorrow does not save. e.g. Judas repented of his actions and went to eternal damnation.

5. However, Godly sorrow works repentance. (2 Corinthians 7:8-11)

6. The Holy Spirit is responsible for repentance in salvation. (1 Corinthians 2:14, John 16:8-11) It convicts of sin, righteousness and judgment.

7. The Believer is told to repent from dead works or human good.

8. When God repents it is symbolic (Genesis 6:6, Exodus 32:14, Judges 2:18, 1 Samuel 15:35, Jeremiah 15:6, Amos 7:3, 6, Hebrews 7:21)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

1. Forgiveness is by the death of Christ (Matthew 26:28, Revelation 1 :5)

2. Divine forgiveness is to all who believe in Christ (Acts 10:43, Acts 16:31)

3. The penalty of sin was paid by Christ on the cross. (Hebrews 9:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

4. When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.  God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins. (1 John 1: 9).

5. Jesus Christ is our propitiation. (I John 2:1,2 )

6. In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).  This can only be accomplished by the filling of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23)

7. Steps towards restoration of fellowship

[a] Examine yourself for genuineness of motivation. [2 Corinthians 14:5]

[b] Act on what you see [Romans 4:7-8]

[c] Deal with any sin by confession. [1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18]

[d] Forget the sin which you have confessed. Do not proceed into a pattern of guilt.[Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12]

[e] Resume your active spiritual walk. Avoid areas where you might be tempted by the sin which so easily besets us. [Hebrews 12:12-13] 

[f] Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God. [James 5:16]

[g] Get moving and grow up. [2 Peter 2:17-18]

PROPHET

1. The gift of prophecy and the office of the prophet are distinguished in scripture.  In the Old Testament there were those who had the office of prophet, and served in an official capacity within the worship system of Israel but there were also those who at times were given the gift of prophecy to give a special prophecy even though they were not full time prophets.  Elijah was a man with the office and the gift, where-as David had the gift at times but not the office.

2. The roles of the person with the office of prophet were many and varied: 

a) Aaron was a preacher (Exodus 7:1).

b) In Nehemiah's time the prophet-preacher had a role to exegete the Word of God clearly so that the people would know the truth (Nehemiah 6:7, Hosea 6:5). 

c) As revivalists they were to call people to repentance (Judges 6:7-12, Zechariah 7:7-12).

d) They were to oppose apostasy so that those who were likely to be misled by a false teacher would have no excuse (1 Kings 18:36-39, 40, 2 Chronicles 25:15,  Ezekiel 2:5, 2 Kings 20:11).

e) They were encouragers of the people (Ezra 5:2). 

f) They were sometimes song/worship leaders for the people (1 Samuel 10:5).

g) They led in prayer at worship (2 Chronicles 32:20).

h) They were the advisors to the kings and they were associated with coronations (1Samuel 10:1, 1Kings 11:28, 29, 2 Kings 9:1-6, 2 Chronicles 12:5,    2 Chronicles 12:6,  15:2-7).

i) They were spiritual advisors or seers for the kings; they "saw" the immediate future and so were able to advise the kings of the right decisions (1 Samuel 9:9, 2 Samuel 24:11, 1 Chronicles 21:9, 24:29,  2 Chronicles 19:2, 33: 18, 2 Kings 17:13,  Isaiah 29:10). 

j) They were fore-tellers of significant future events (2 Samuel 7:5-16,  Amos  9:11, Isaiah 9:6,7, Isaiah 53, Ezekiel 34:22ff, Micah 5:2,  Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 13:8, Joel, Zechariah 14) and many more.  

k) God intended them to be the shepherds and vine-dressers of the nation.  As such they were to be the type of Christ, who is referred to in the Old Testament as "the   great prophet" (Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Zechariah 13:5-6,  Matthew 21:11 ,  Luke 7:16,  8: 18-20, 24:19, 23-26, John 7:40,41).

3. There was no "set" formula for the prophets to follow, but certain things were established as "tests" for the people to be sure the prophet was genuine.

a) The prophet had to have a spiritual life witness that was like Moses (Deuteronomy  34:10 - 12).

b) God spoke to the prophets by dreams and visions.  God spoke to Moses face to face but he was an exception (Numbers 12:6-7). 

c) The prophet had to be totally confident of his message, as he was judged by God if there was any falsehood in it (1 Kings 22:13, 14, 2 Kings 5:8). 

d) There were to be no secret prophecies, everything was to be open and clear, so that all the people might be warned of God (Jeremiah 23:25-29).

e) The prophet had to be specific in his message and had to be obeyed literally (2 Kings 5:10-19, note especially verse 13).

4. There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day (Jeremiah 2:8,  Ezekiel 13:1-23).  Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about (Matthew 7:15 - 23). NOTE THE LORD'S WORDS here in that the personal walk of the prophet is to be paid attention to. No spiritual fruit in their life = no truth in their words. God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgement upon them, so that believers are always presented with an obedience test, to see whether we will obey the scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgement.  False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching.  Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil (Hosea 4:5, 6,  9:7, 8).

5. Tests that believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy:

a) The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God (Jeremiah 23:33-36, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 1 Corinthians 14:32). 

b) The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God (Deuteronomy 13:1- 5). 

c) The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested (Deuteronomy 18:20-22,  Jeremiah 28:9).

d) Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false (Jeremiah 8:10). 

e) Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false (Micah 2:11).

f) Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife,.....etc in their life , they were false! (Jeremiah 23:11).

g) God's prophets were generally men alone, not in groups (1 Kings 22:5-8, 18:22).

h) Does the prophecy accord with scripture? (1 Corinthians 14:37, 38,  2 Kings 23:2).

CHAPTER 45 - WORDS CONCERNING CYRUS THE GREAT

This chapter is a mystery to the lost and proved a bafflement to the liberals, who cannot understand prophetic truth, and must find an explanation about such things, saying that they are written after the exile, and therefore after Cyrus’ death. We worship the living God, the author of the universe, and so one who knows all the details, and the actions of men. Cyrus, like Nebuchadnezzar before him, may have become a believer. His destiny and actions were certainly known to God from before the worlds began. 

Many said in the days of Isaiah and later Jeremiah, that Jerusalem was finished, that the history of the people of Israel was over. They erred on two grounds from scripture; for Moses had prophesied the fall of the nation and Isaiah had also, and both had also prophesied that it would be rebuilt and come back to it’s greatness. The people had erred not just in ignoring two prophets, but they had committed the greater sin of ignoring the character and promises of God. Israel was to survive because of the person and plan of God, not the works of men. Cyrus stands in history as a man of God for his time, ready to do the things required to follow his part in the plan of God. We are to stand like Cyrus.

1  Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut;

The great message of this chapter is summed up in verse 23. Read that verse and as you come back to verse 1, call in on and read verses 17-18, 9, and 7. Notice how this sermon of Isaiah’s builds upon the previous and continues the theme of the glory and majesty of the Lord God. Psalms 73:22-28.  

The great “two leaved gates” were the water gates of the city of Babylon, and the Lord through Isaiah foretells the defeat on the Neo-Babylonian Empire through this, for had these gates been closed that fateful night as Gobrias (or Ugbaru), general to Cyrus, led the Medio-Persian army into the city he and his men would have been killed in the river’s bed, but God’s word had foretold it and so it came to pass. It may have been the ability of Daniel to go to this passage that convinced the general and later the king of the mighty power of the God of Israel, for he appoints Daniel as a ruler of the Persian Empire. 

Cyrus (he is also called “Darius the Mede” in some places – Daniel 11:1, as most men had several variants of their name or titles) was the son of Cambyses I  (ruled 600-559 BC), king of Anshan, and his wife Mandane, daughter of King Astyages of Media. His father had been present when the Medes and Persians joined with the Babylonians and Scythians to defeat the empire of Assyria in 610 BC. They had stayed away from the battles of the Babylonians and watched as they had defeated the Jews in 586 BC and took the last of the Jews into captivity then. Cyrus was made King in 559 BC and by 550 BC, he had unified the Medes and the Persians and ruled from the capital of Ecbatana from 550 BC. 

Cyrus campaigned to the north of the Babylonian Empire sphere of influence capturing much of what is now Turkey, and seizing control of the kingdom of Lydia from it’s famous and wealthy ruler Croesus in 546 BC. Nebuchadnezzar had died and his successor Nabonidus had moved to the deserts outside Haran into semi-retirement leaving his pleasure loving son Belshazzar as regent in Babylon. In 539 BC Cyrus moved to defeat the Babylonians and did so in a series of battles, with more Babylonians surrendering to him than being defeated. The morale of the people had been worn down by years of Assyrian conflict and years of Belshazzar’s neglect.  Babylonian armies simply became Cyrus’ armies.
On the night of 12 October 539 BC Belshazzar was killed in his banqueting hall by the Persians as they burst in and “gate-crashed” his party. Daniel 5. Cyrus himself entered the city of Babylon on 29 October and presented himself to the people as their liberator, and was accepted by them as their ruler.

Just as Isaiah’s words were probably read to Cyrus by Daniel, just so the prophet Daniel’s words were read to Alexander the Great as he moved his army up towards Jerusalem after the defeat of Tyre. The result was that he spared Jerusalem and gave the Jews their prominence in his empire as a result. Josephus tells of both events in his History of the Jewish People and there is no reason to doubt him. Ezra 1:1ff, Jeremiah 50:1-5, Daniel  5:22-6:3, 25-28. 

God anointed these men into his plan and they fulfilled his purposes so that the plan of God would be fulfilled through time. They great power of Babylon was loosened like a girdle, and their arrogant king left all his gates open on the night when he was to be destroyed; the Lord loosened his girdle of power and he died. Let us remember that it is he who holds us and he who lifts us up, and he who calls us home or to judgment. God’s prophetic Word has saved his people many times through their history.

Josephus (Antiquities of the Jews, Book XI, chapter 1) had access to many records from the Persian Empire period that had been kept in Babylon by the large Jewish community there, and he records that Daniel did indeed hand Cyrus the scrolls of both Isaiah and Jeremiah to read. He records that when the king read of himself and the return of the people to Jerusalem being foretold, he made it his business to be obedient to the God who had so carefully and accurately foretold of his victory over Babylon and called him both great and the servant of the most high. 

Cyrus decrees that the people are able to return in 538 BC to rebuild their city and temple, and Josephus quotes the entire original decree from the records. 50,000 people obeyed and went back under Zerubbabel and Joshua, with later groups coming under Ezra and Nehemiah. Later Persian kings also supported the people’s return, with Darius I in 518 BC, Ezra 6:1-12, and then Artaxerxes I (465-423 BC) who formally decreed in 458 BC, giving renewed permission for the walls of the city to be rebuilt (Nehemiah 2:1-8). 

The foundation stone for the second temple were laid in the spring of 536 BC. Cyrus died in battle in 530 BC and he was buried in Pasargadae where his tomb’s humble remains may still be seen. We may visit these desolate places today and pray at the sites of the action we read of here and give glory to what God did through these years. These years are also well written up by the Greeks who fought the Persians through the years 500 – 330 BC, when Alexander the Great took over their empire just as Daniel foretold he would. Read the works of Herodotus and Xenophon for further colourful background on the period.  (Given calendar problems and differences between the lunar and solar calendars all dates for this period must have a 2-3 year plus or minus attached.)
Daniel lived to see this first return in 538 BC as a very old man, possibly in his early nineties, having gone into captivity as a young man in 605 BC, with the first group of deportees, and dieing in the third year of Cyrus around 537 BC. He straddles the entire seventy year captivity period, although most Jews actually stayed in Babylon and surrounding areas and their descendents were there until persecution under Saddam Hussein in the 1970s of our era when they were taken into Israel in “Operation Magic Carpet”. 

The book of Daniel contains the timetable of history, and he was mightily used of the Lord in his own day and will be at the centre of Jewish history into the Great Tribulation period. Refer to the EBCWA study on the College CD or website, of the book of Daniel by Dr Peter Moses. It appears that Daniel was buried in Ecbatana, the capital of Media, where he had built a tower for himself, that Josephus claims was still in good repair in his own day and had been used for the burial of the kings of the Persians and Parthians since that time. A Jewish priest was tasked in Josephus’ day with the care of the tower and it’s illustrious graves.   

2  I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron:

God will remove all barriers to Cyrus, so that no matter how powerful the enemy is, he will defeat them. All obstacles in his way will be removed, because he is working and walking in accordance with the Lord’s will for his life and for the destiny of God’s people. Psalms 107:10-16. The gates of brass and bars of Iron are ways of expressing the strongest possible obstacles to freedom of movement, but no matter the power of the industry and plans of man, they will all be swept away by the power and plan of God. At EBCWA we speak of the “3 Ps”; by this we mean, Positioning ourselves within the Plan of God, and utilizing only the Power of God to walk the path following the plan. This is our call in this life; to walk every day, well positioned in obedience to God’s plan, walking in the power of the Holy Spirit alone.

3  And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.

The Lord has said clearly that those who will follow him will receive the blessings they need to accomplish the task he has set before them, and they will have more besides. Cyrus is promised great blessing, great riches and greater wealth from hidden sources than he could even have dreamed of. This occurred for Cyrus when he defeated the king of Lydia, 

Croesus, who was the wealthiest of men, was the king of Lydia. He was so wealthy that there was a saying that lasted over two thousand years, “to be as wealthy as Croesus”. Cyrus captured the wealth of Babylon and of Croesus’ capital Sardis. Isaiah tells him in advance (701 the date of the prophecy – 546 Sardis, and 539 Babylon) that he is to see these great victories and wealth as signs of the Creator God’s seal upon his work, and as an encouragement to press on with his reforms and the return of the Israelites to their home. He heard these very words and rejoiced in Daniel’s advice, having been read the books of Isaiah and Jeremiah.  The accuracy of these prophetic words may account for Daniel’s survival on the night of Belshazzar’s feast, and his on going service as a ruler under the Persians.
4  For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.

Now it is important to note the double affirmation of the Lord regarding both Judah and Israel here. Israel has ceased to exist as a nation, although a remnant is in the south with the people of Judah, and a further remnant was in captivity in Assyria, and they would later be included in the return under Zerubbabel and later by Ezra and Nehemiah. All Israel is blessed of the Lord and those who are obedient to the calling of God are blessed abundantly in Christ Jesus the Messiah. God has not cast away his people, for even today there is a remnant according to grace, and one day as a nation they will see their redeemer and repent. Jeremiah 50:17-20, Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 12:10, Romans 11:13-27. 

Even though they have been under the care and love of the Lord they have not known him! They have been called by his name yet they have walked away from his direction. It is obedience that brings us into relationship with him, nothing else; without obedience to his righteous demands we are simply disobedient creatures, not the sons and daughters we were called to be.

5  I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me:

The Lord makes plain the issue; the issue is the truth of his character and the need of the people to trust in him and his character, plan and power. The echoes back to the days of Moses is unmistakable. The Lord reminds them of his nature and his plan; they are at the centre of the Lord’s plan and concerns. Deuteronomy 4:35, 39-40. 

It is the Lord who has lifted up all those who serve him and has clothed them in righteousness and power. Even though Cyrus did not know the Lord he has been lifted up and strengthened by the Lord God. He has a part to play in the plan and he is ready to be obedient when he hears it. This man experienced the sense that God had lifted him up from before the ages began and he rejoiced in the opportunity to serve the Lord and the Jewish people through his plan. 

We too are known from before the ages of time, and we have been elect since eternity past! We celebrate that assurance in our service for the Lord. Psalms 18:30-39. Cyrus and Nebuchadnezzar both enjoyed their service of the Lord and had a witness, although Nebuchadnezzar needed to be made mad before he found humility, but sadly Alexander the Great did not find peace with God, nor did he serve him as he could have.  He dies poisoned in Babylon. 

Josephus tells the story of some of these events in Book XI chapter 8 of his Antiquities. In section 3 of this chapter he describes how Alexander asked the High Priest for the provisions that were due to Darius to be delivered to his army. The High Priest said that he could not break his oath to supply Darius while Darius lived. Alexander was very angry and determined to give Jerusalem to his soldiers as their pay! This meant the city would be totally plundered with all the goods and people going to the army. 

After Tyre was taken, Alexander took Gaza and then marched on Jerusalem. Jaddua, the High Priest was in serious fear of Alexander, but he was given a dream from the Lord and told to open the city, garland the city with welcoming flowers for the Macedonian Army and go outside the city to welcome the army. The Jews had many enemies in Alexander’s army and they were rejoicing in the expected fact of the city’s destruction. But what happened caught everyone by surprise.

The solemn procession left the city to meet Alexander. All the leading citizens, the temple singers and all the priests; everyone wearing their full ceremonial pure white linen clothes, and the High Priest dressed as for a day of festival, with purples and scarlet and the white mitre upon his head, and golden breastplate upon his chest. Alexander saw the people and the priest leading them and got off his horse immediately, approached the High Priest alone and worshipped him. The Jews all cheered Alexander and surrounded him with praises and celebration. 

Alexander’s closest friend, Parmenio reproached Alexander and asked him if he was mentally well! Alexander then told the story of a dream given to him back in Macedonia, many years before. “I did not adore him, but that God who hath honoured him with his high priesthood; for I saw this very person in a dream, in this very habit, when I was in Dios in Macedonia, who when I was considering with myself how I might obtain the dominion of Asia, exhorted me to make no delay, but boldly to pass over the sea thither, for that he would conduct my army and give me dominion over the Persians.” (Section 5 of chapter 8).  

Josephus goes on, “and when the book of Daniel was shown him, wherein Daniel declared that one of the Greeks should destroy the empire of the Persians, he supposed that intended person was himself and he was glad.” The Jews were treated well by Alexander and many followed him and many joined his army or supply train. Under the Greeks the Jewish people spread into all the cities from Greece through to the gates of India. The synagogues established in these Greek cities were to become the launch pads for the gospel under Paul and the others three hundred and fifty years later. 

Sadly Alexander was perverted by his own lusts for power and he never became the believer that he could have been had he fully acknowledged the God who had revealed himself to him. He continued on his narcissistic path, with alcoholism, committed serious atrocities, and lived for sex, food, war and drink. He died an alcoholic probably poisoned by his generals in Babylon at the same age the Lord would go to the Cross for the sins of the world. His kingdom was divided amongst his four generals, exactly as Daniel had foretold it would be. Daniel 7:6, 8:5-8, 21-22. 

Alexander heard the Word of God but stopped at the texts that delighted him and was not changed by the further revelations that would have forced him to bow his knee to the God of glory. He preferred his life of power and conquest and would not change his habits. Self centeredness is evil, and he received the rewards of his evil in his own body, living drunk and dying early. He was a great man, and a great conqueror, but finally he is a sad man, a shadow of what he could have been in Christ, who revealed his truth to him.

6  That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and there is none else.

God’s truth has always been universal truth; meant for all the nations of the earth. Israel kept the truth, and did take it out, but the explosion of evangelism occurs as the church launches the gospel into all the corners of the earth. Until men hear the truth the Lord deals with them on the basis of the light they have received, but once the truth is fully come man is judged upon acceptance or rejection of the one who is truth. 

Alexander heard the truth and had it read to him, but he picked and choose what suited him. This is a warning to us all. When God speaks directly to us, we had better heed the warnings and obey the truth as we know it, and be ready for more to be revealed. God seeks active obedience and growth in the spirit from us all. From East to West, across all cultures there is only one Saviour and Lord for all mankind and he has not left himself without witnesses upon the earth at all ages of man. Acts 17:16-34. 

7  I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things.

The Lord is the creator of heaven and earth, of light and darkness, or peace and war. All things are in his hands and all things work together to bring about the plan to it’s point of fruition. Psalms 46:10, 83:14-18, 102:12-18, Jeremiah 18:6-10. God does not cause “evil”. The word here is calamity and distress on the part of the disobedient as they face war or other forms of judgment. Their evil leads to the calamity that God brings upon them. Calamity is the divine consequence of evil and persistent sin.  “There is no peace for the persistently wicked”.  Isaiah 57:20-21.
8  Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together; I the LORD have created it.

Isaiah receives a glimpse of the New Heavens and the new Earth, as was granted to John also. Revelation 21-22. There will be a blessed time upon the earth one day, and the Lord will bring all the blessing about for those who have come through this period and made the right choices. Choosing righteousness now opens for showers of righteousness later. The earth will “open up” as it does when new seeds sprout from beneath the earth. The Lord is the creator and he will bring this creation through with the saved remnant intact, and he will bring them through to a new earth with new blessings. The best is yet to come! Ezekiel 34:26, Hosea 10:12, 14:5-9, Joel 2:28-32, 3:18, Titus 3:3-7.

9  Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What makest thou? or thy work, He hath no hands?

This verse hits at the heart of the man who argues with his maker. How dumb is dumb? For the pottery to argue with the potter is unheard of, because it is a thing, but it forms a good picture of stupidity; to illustrate the foolishness of the atheist, or polytheist who refuse to accept the Lord’s direction. Exodus 9:13-19, Job 15:24-35, 40:6-9, Psalms 2:1-12, Jeremiah 18:6-10, Romans 9:16-24. 

The pot has no hands to do any work and so cannot demand of the potter that it be a part of the process and determine the outcome; just so we are creatures of the creator and need to walk carefully and thoughtfully without complaint or criticism. Our task is to ask, “what am I to do Lord?” We are here to serve and the sooner we get with the plan for our lives the sooner we move forward and win the rewards that are there for us in eternity. This is why Isaiah started this section with the glimpse of the new heaven and earth that he had received as encouragement for all men to remember who is the creator and who is the created.

10  Woe unto him that saith unto his father, What begettest thou? or to the woman, What hast thou brought forth?

The analogy shifts to that of a family where the child is asking their parents what they have done bringing about their life and birth. Such a thing is unheard of, to criticize your parents for your birth. Some despair of life and hate their lives but they are seriously ill and recognize that they need help, physically, spiritually, or mentally. Normal people do not ask why they were born. 

It’s a dumb thing to complain about, because once you are here you cannot go back! If we accept the reality of our birth, knowing that neither parent had any say about what we looked like and how we would turn out, then why cannot we accept the reality of our place before the Lord? Malachi 1:6, Hebrews 12:5-10.

11  Thus saith the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me.

The challenge to these people and to us, is to treat the Lord as the Lord and God, and ask him concerning things that are to come, and take the prophetic word seriously. The challenge is to apply the words of life that God gives to us all. The challenge is to take God seriously; he has things he wishes to communicate with us. Why will these men not hear the words of God, and why will they persist in abusing his commands and questioning his directives; he knows the best path and it was chosen before the ages began! Man is challenged; test and see that the Lord is good, and believe and walk in his path for life. Jeremiah 33:3.

12  I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded. 13  I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct all his ways: he shall build my city, and he shall let go my captives, not for price nor reward, saith the LORD of hosts.

God commands the entire creation, for he is was who put all men upon the world and has established the entire creation as it is. He will one day wrap it up like a blanket and put it away. 2 Peter 3:10.  All the host of stars are made by Him and there is not any detail that has escaped from him, so the people may relax and trust in the shadow of his wings to protect and walk confidently in his plan for them. 

Directly addressing Cyrus the Lord states that he has been brought up in righteousness and he will rule with the wisdom of God, for the Lord will guide his ways. He will rebuild the city of Jerusalem and let the people go from captivity.  He will not demand payment for releasing the captives, indeed Cyrus will provide money for the rebuilding project from his own treasury. An old pastor once said that you can tell a believer’s spiritual status by how tightly he holds his wallet. This man proved his love for the Lord by his giving freely to the work of rebuilding. Romans 3:24-26.

14  Thus saith the LORD, The labour of Egypt, and merchandise of Ethiopia and of the Sabeans, men of stature, shall come over unto thee, and they shall be thine: they shall come after thee; in chains they shall come over, and they shall fall down unto thee, they shall make supplication unto thee, saying, Surely God is in thee; and there is none else, there is no God.

There will be such a series of conquests that the Persian Empire will surpass all before it, for the Lord will do it. Many nations will welcome their association with the empire and there will be blessing beyond words. The great warriors of other nations will come before him in chains and will all recognize that he is their lord because God is with him and not them. Zechariah 8:18-23.

15  Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour. 16  They shall be ashamed, and also confounded, all of them: they shall go to confusion together that are makers of idols.

God is inscrutable; his ways are beyond our knowing, and although we can speak of his character our very words fall short of the reality. We can study theology, but we are only glimpsing bits of the truth this side of eternity, and until we see him “face to face” we will not know enough to be sure of everything. We are called to humble faith, trusting in what is revealed and depending upon what we can know, for it is enough to trust him and in doing so we will build our faith and hope, and focus our lives forward to heaven where we will know him as we are known now. Psalms 68:19-20, 77:19, Romans 11:33-36, 1 Corinthians 13:12. 

He is our Saviour from sin and death, and there is no other to deliver us from despair and doubt. Our task now is to pray, wait upon the Lord for answers to our prayer, and as we wait to feed upon his Word of Truth until his peace possesses our soul, and strengthens our spirit. 2 Peter 3:18. 

All the “idol makers” will face total confusion and embarrassment. They will realise that they have been fools; that they have trusted in lies and deceived themselves. They have trusted in “nothings” and their trust will be unravelled because there is neither logic nor power in their source. The source of truth is God and all who stand for lies will face the confusion that lies bring. They will all be ashamed of themselves, but it will be too late to change the outcome then. 

The saddest thing in my counselling practise is to see the people who come too late to reverse their evils, or the acts of foolishness they began many years before. The grossly obese person, with back trouble, heart trouble, asthma and diabetes is like that because of years of bad choices, and these cannot be reversed by their tears of sadness now. Tears of regret do not change the final outcome for the choices have been made and the consequences will surely come to them. Isaiah warns us all to check out the objects of our worship and see whether they are truly as they ought to be. Psalms 97:6-7, Jeremiah 2:26-28. 

17  But Israel shall be saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation: ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world without end.

Israel shall be saved in the Lord. That is how we are all saved; “in the Lord”. Outside him there is no hope, nor any salvation. Isaiah 43:11, John 3:5-8, 15-21, 33-36, Acts 4:12, 16:31, Romans 1:16-23, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11.  God has a doorway for the sheep to walk through and find safety, but there is no other doorway to life, only the highways to death! John 10:1-16. No-one who trusts in the Lord will be confounded, confused, ashamed, embarrassed, be overwhelmed with regrets, nor be frightened to death. The promises of God are for life and abundance of life forever; the promise involves eternal life starting now. 

This ought to change our perspective on the things of this world. Matthew 28:20, John 10:10, 1 Corinthians 7:31-34, Galatians 1:4, Ephesians 3:20-21, 1 Peter 1:20-21, 1 John 2:15-17. Refer to the doctrinal study on CHRISTIAN LIFE: ETERNAL LIFE, and see also REWARDS AND CROWNS on page 13, then look at ETERNITY PAST and ETERNITY FUTURE.  

If our eyes are fixed on Christ Jesus, the author and the finisher of our faith, Hebrews 12:2, and our mind is stabilized on the reality of the rewards waiting in heaven, John 14:1ff, then we are secure in the crises of life. Our destiny is eternal, and if that thought gets possession of our spirit we will be built up in and through the pressures of life. 

This last page has been written through a time of deep sadness of spirit, for this study time began with many tears and earnest prayers to the Lord. Pressures still surround me on every side as I write these words, but I am encouraged as I study and pour my heart out to the Lord through this work. We are all to place ourselves upon the altar of prayer and fasting, of study and service, and as we do the peace of God finds us in our dark place and brings the light and encouragement of his promises into the dark night of our soul. God brings light and hope. 

I started this study session later than normal, at 0530 this morning, for I was in prayer for hours beforehand, and I write these words at 0730, and the Lord has taken me from prayerful tears to songs of praise. This is his will for us, that we bring all our concerns to him and as we lift up the word he lifts up our heads and places us on the firm ground of his Word, for it is based upon his unchangeable character and plan. We are in him and in his plan Hallelujah!!! We praise God also for faithful brethren who gave me a gift of a CD of songs by Robin Mark from Ireland, and his strongly doctrinal words have buoyed my spirit through these dark months as I seek the Lord’s face over the matters I face. “His love endures forever. Forever God is faithful, forever God is strong, forever God is with us; Forever!”  Amen.

18  For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else.

When the crisis came to Israel the land was depopulated by the ravages of war. It must have looked as if no-one would survive the war; that there would be no-one left. During the Great Tribulation period a similar thing will occur and men will despair of hope, thinking that there will be no survivors amongst men. The Lord reminds us that the Lord is faithful and he will deliver those who trust in him alone. He is the one who made the earth and all that is in it and he has not made it for destruction, but to be a blessing before it is replaced by an even better creation. 

The Lord’s promise is of his return to this world, not another one! He will return to the Mount of Olives as he promised, and he will return to deliver his people and lead the saved remnant into the millennial kingdom. He will not return to a radio-active potato chip spinning in a nuclear sunset, but to this present world! The vast majority of sinful men will be destroyed in Satan’s last brief fling, but the saved remnant from all the nations will be led through into blessing and will inherit eternal life besides. God’s plan calls for blessing in the end and all who love the lord will see it. Psalms 115:16-18, Ezekiel 36:8-15, Revelation 21:1ff.

19  I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth: I said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain: I the LORD speak righteousness, I declare things that are right.

God has not been into any “secret” doctrines, for his prophets have spoken openly the truth for all to hear. There are no super saints in the church age, nor any other, for the Lord’s teaching was and has always been open and clearly able for all to hear, believe and apply. John 18:20. God didn’t tell the sons of Jacob to seek him if he couldn’t be found. The Lord has not set them up to fail, nor to fall, but to be found by Him and for them to enter into relationship with their God. God speaks righteousness, he does not lie to man who he has made to serve him and bring glory to hid name. When God says a thing it is truth and righteousness, and all his promises will come to pass. Psalms 9:9-10, 12:6-7,19:7-14, 69:13-14, 111:7-11, 119:137-144, Proverbs 30:5-6.  

20  Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, ye that are escaped of the nations: they have no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a god that cannot save. 21  Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the LORD? and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me.

The correct response to the revelation of the mighty God is to assemble in solemn convocation and hear the words that the Lord has for them as a nation. As Moses one thousand years before him, and Ezra two hundred years later, gave the Law aloud to the people, so Isaiah calls on the survivors of the Assyrian conquest in his day to gather themselves humbly before the Lord and hear the words that will save them in the temple of their God. They are told to draw near to the source of their deliverance and acknowledge by their hunger for his words their life long service of the Lord their God. 

The fruit of our love for the Lord is seen in our hunger for his words and our deepest desire to serve him in the path he has chosen for us to walk. The people who gather are people who have literally escaped from their enemies, and they are told first to acknowledge that their deliverer is the Lord and no other has or can save them. No gods of wood or stone or metal can ever deliver men from the evil that has come because of their sin. The Lord forgives and the Lord has lifted them up. The Lord alone has spoken truth from the beginning of time, and the lies of the false gods have been shown up for what they are. Let the people shout aloud the truth and worship their God, their Saviour and their deliverer. Psalms 71:14-19, 96:10-13, Romans 3:25-26, Titus 2:11-14. 

22  Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else. 23  I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.

Look to the Lord only for salvation; there is no-one else able to save and deliver man from sin and evil. This is not the proclamation of a local deity, but to be said unto the ends of the earth, for the Lord is lord and Saviour of all mankind. John 3:13-18, 36. Refer to page 16 for the doctrinal study on SALVATION – ATONEMENT. The Lord swears the truth on the basis of his own character, for there is no greater to swear by. Genesis 22:15-18, Jeremiah 22:5, 49:13, John 14:1-4, Hebrews 6:13-20. We rest with our assurances upon the holy and certain character of almighty God. 

Every knee will bow to the Lord, every language group will confess that he is the Creator, the Lord, the Saviour, and the King of all kings. This knowledge will change our attitudes to everything and every other person. Romans 14:10-15, Philippians 2:9-16. Victory is certain, but it is not yet! The hope here is to be a staff of confidence for all God’s people, where-ever they are. 

24  Surely, shall one say, in the LORD have I righteousness and strength: even to him shall men come; and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed. 25  In the LORD shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.

In him alone do we have righteousness and peace, for outside relationship with him there is no hope, no lasting joy and no eternal life. Refer to the study on CHRISTIAN LIFE – INDWELLING OF CHRIST, and also in the same section, POSITION IN CHRIST, and also SOLDIER. We are called to the courage of the soldier, and we stand in him, fully armoured, ready for battle, and ought not to weep too long before we buckle up and fight with prayer and the Word! 

Tears in prayer are fine, as is fasting and serious prayer, for the Lord wants us to be serious servants and to handle the hardships without too much moaning. I have moaned too much and the Lord rebukes me for it! Let us advance in good order, under what ever pressures we face, with the full knowledge of the final outcome of the plan of God over us and this world of ours! We rest in the “seed of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob”, for he is our Saviour and our confidence for the future. Refer to the study of CHRIST – SEED, and also RETURN OF THE LORD, and then the study on SEAL, for we are sealed secure in his family. In Christ Jesus we have hope and strength, but we need to draw close to him and draw upon it.  

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Let us draw away from all time wasting activities that cannot deliver any lasting good results into our life, and let us draw near to the Saviour God through regularly study of his words and regular prayers to his throne. Are we the people of prayer that we ought to be? Let us draw near to him on our knees.

2. 
The Lord alone can deliver us, there is no other. Let us look to him alone for deliverance. God’s words can be trusted totally and completely and we are to draw close to him, and his words every day. If we lack power and focus it is because we lack good counsel in the truth!  Such weakness is inexcusable for we have the full counsel of the Word available to us every day in our open Bible! Let it be open every day in our homes and work places and draw strength from it.

3. 
Every knee will bow and every language on earth will be open in it’s praise and in it’s acknowledgement of the truth of the nature and character and works of the Saviour, Creator, God. 

4. 
The Lord has imputed his righteousness to us all in Christ Jesus. Let us praise him for his great grace towards us that we have been taken from “in sin” and lifted up through the person and work of the Saviour and are now “In Christ Jesus”, with his righteousness upon us. Have you praised the Lord for this already today, or have you not got to your knees yet and praised God for his great works?

5. 
Israel may be in rebellion now, but a growing saved remnant is emerging from the Jewish people today as a sign to all who would see that the day draws close for the fulfilment of these words of Isaiah. Let us lift up our eyes to the Lord and pray for the peace of Jerusalem, for the Lord will arrive there one day, maybe within a few years of the time you read these words!

6. 
Remember the words concerning Cyrus the Great. This man was selected by the Lord to play a part in the great drama of history, as was Alexander. Both received direct revelation yet only one of them became a believer and served the Lord in truth and strength. Do not seek great revelations believer, other than the clear words of scripture! For those who receive great things are required to do great things, and often they fall short of the standard the Lord sets for those who have received such great things. Be obedient to the clear commands of the Word of God and the Holy Spirit will guide you to play the part you are to play in history, for we are all here to do something. 

7. 
Remember the “THREE Ps” and position yourself in the Plan of God by obedience to his Word, and walk the Path for you in the Power of the Holy Spirit. This is our task upon the earth; we have no other!

8. 
The creator of the universe is our God and he alone is to be worshipped by us all. All men will serve him and we have the privilege of doing so now. Let us serve the one who has the whole world in his hand! WE cannot know all the secrets of God, nor do we need to. We can know enough, this side of eternity to worship him, and daily we ought to do so.

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ETERNAL LIFE

1. DEFINITION: Life belonging to the ages (Greek word aionios). This is the life of the believer who had a beginning in time but whose life will continue through the other side of death into the infinite future.

2. Mankind were created for eternity. God's purpose was to create a being to enjoy fellowship with forever. 2 Peter 3: 9.

3. The issue for entry into eternal life is faith in Christ. The choice for man is clearly stated in John 3:36, 5:24, Acts 13:46,  Galatians 6:8,  Matthew 25:6.

4. Those who are serious about life and concerned about death ask about it. Matthew 13:40-43, 19:16, Mark 10:17, Luke 10:25, 18:18.

5.  The Lord's words provide the answer to the questions about eternal life. John 6:68, Romans 5:20, 21, Romans 6:22, 23.

It is the Lord who gives eternal life, John 5:39, 40, 12:50.

6. The Lord gives eternal life to those who believe on him, John 10:28, 17:2,

The door to fellowship and all that goes with it is opened by faith in him as Saviour. John 3:15,16, Acts 13:48, John 6:40, 47.

“To Eat His Flesh and Drink His Blood” is graphic language to picture his work and our need to appropriate it for ourselves. John 6:54, 4:14.

7. While it may only be fully known in heaven the believer may grasp a glimpse of eternal life here and now by way of anticipation and relationship. Knowing God is a glimpse of eternal life now, John 17:3, and fellowship with him is the joy of every believer now and forever. 1 John 1:1-4, 5:10-12, 20, 1 Timothy 6:12, 19.

8. Eternal life is received in full at the resurrection/rapture when we all receive our new bodies from the Lord. Rewards are received then to enjoy with the Lord forever. We are all urged to live each day with the eternal life perspective in mind, thinking of our place with the Lord forever. Matthew 19:29, 30, Mark 10:29-31, John 12:25, John 4:36, Romans 2:6,7.

9. Eternal Life is the believers hope, associated with the Rapture and Resurrection, and should be on our mind through each day, as it sets us apart from the unbelievers who have no such hope. Philippians 3:20, 21, Titus 1:2, 2:13, 3:7, 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 4:13,  1 Peter 1:3,

10. The assurance of eternal life is grounded in the promise of God given through Christ. 1 John 2:24,25, 1 John 5:13-15.

ETERNITY FUTURE

In eternity future:

1. God reveals to us exceeding riches of His grace (Ephesians 2:7).

2. God brings many sons into glory (Hebrews 2:10).

3. Believers enjoy an inheritance (1 Peter 1:4).

4. It is God's purpose for the church to know the manifold wisdom of God (Ephesians 3:10).

5. All former things pass away. There will be no more death, sorrow, pain, crying, sea, night or sun. (Revelation 21:1-5,23)

6. The curse will be lifted (Revelation 22:3).

7. All things in heaven and earth will be gathered in Him (Ephesians 1:10).

8. The present creation will be forgotten (Isaiah 65:17).

9. A river of water of life will run (Revelation 22:1).

10. The tree of life will be seen again (Revelation 22:2).

11. The Son of God will rule eternally (Daniel 2:44; 7:13,14).

12. He will still be subject to the Father (John 10:29; 1 Corinthians 15:28).

13. The lake of fire will continue forever (Isaiah 66:24; Revelation 14:11).

ETERNITY PAST

1. Jesus Christ existed before the foundation of the world in glory with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit

(John 1:1-2; 17:5,24).

2. In eternity past the Godhead agreed to permit sin to become manifest in the world of men before being eliminated forever from the universe (Hebrews 9:26).

3. In eternity past the Son of God agreed to come to earth as a human being to destroy the works of the devil

(1 John 3:8).

4. In eternity past it was ordained that Christ would be slain for the ungodly (1 Peter 1:18-20; Hebrews 10:5-10).

5. In eternity past the world and stars were created by Jesus Christ (Hebrews I:10; Colossians 1:16).

6. Man was placed on the earth to be made "a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men (1Corinthians 4:9).

7. In eternity past believers were chosen in Christ (Ephesians 1:4). Christ is chosen, we share as believers his election.

8. In eternity past a book was written containing the names of those who would believe and survive the destruction of the universe (Philippians 4:3; Revelation  17:8; 20:15).

However, whilst God knew who would believe, he did not coerce human free will.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  INDWELLING OF CHRIST

1. The prophecy of the indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ. (John 14:18-20)

2. There is a distinction between the indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

3. The Lord Jesus Christ indwells for fellowship (Galatians 2:20), and a sign of the believer's position. (Romans 8:10)

4. In contrast the Holy Spirit indwells to teach, guide, direct, empower and correct. (John 14:26, 16:8-15, Romans 8:11, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

5. The purpose of the indwelling is that the believer may grow in fellowship with the Lord, learning to know and love him more. (Colossians 1:27, Ephesians 3:17-19)

6. We fellowship with the Lord within as we allow the Holy Spirit to teach us through the Word. (John 6:63, 8:31-32, Colossians 3:16)

7. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is permanent even though He may be quenched or grieved, but the Lord Jesus Christ can be locked out of the soul by the presence of sin or a negative attitude towards the Word. (2 Corinthians 13:5)

8. When the Lord is locked out, the Holy Spirit convicts the believer, the believer is miserable, with the Lord knocking at the door for admission. (1 John 1:9, Revelation 3:19-20)

CHRISTIAN LIFE - POSITION IN CHRIST

1. We have a position with Christ rather than a position with the cosmos system. We are separated from the world and are different from them. We have a new position in Christ  - Ephesians 2:6

2. We have a new position of partnership with Christ, we are never alone. - Colossians 3:4, John 17. We have a communion with him. He says that he will never put us in a situation without a way of escape. The way of escape is through Christ.

3. We are workers together with God, we are in his service - 2 Corinthians 3:9, 1:9, 6:1

4. We are ministers of a new covenant, we have a new message to man. 1 Corinthians 3:6, 6:4

5. We are ambassadors for Christ - 2 Corinthians 5:20

6. We are living epistles, we are letters to a lost and unsaved world. Our lives should be such that Christ should be read from the book of our lives. Our life and lips should tell of Christ and Him alone.

7. We are members of the Royal family - Galatians 6:10, 1 Peter 2:9

8. We are united with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit:

a) We are in the Father, he is in us - Ephesians 4:6, 

b) We are in Christ - John 14:20, 

c) He is in us - Colossians 1:26, 

d) We are in the Spirit and he is in us - Romans 8:9. 

e) We are united forever to God. 

f) We are not part of a universal soul. That is new age. 

g) We have been entered into a living union with a personal God.

9. We are members of his body, branches of his vine, living stones, his building, sheep of his fold, part of his bride, priests in his kingdom, saints set apart for his glory.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SOLDIER:  CHRISTIAN SOLDIER IN EPHESIANS 6

1.  General Scripture Ephesians 6:11-17. 

This passage relates to the armour which the Roman soldier wore and analogises its use into the spiritual realm.

2.  USE OF THE ARMOUR Ephesians 6:11 

"Put on the whole armour of God. "  Ephesians 6:11a.  We are instructed to "put on" (ENDUO Gk) - this means "to clothe" - it is a command by God to the Christian soldier.  We are to "clothe ourselves" or to "dress ourselves".  "Whole armour" (PANOPLIA Gk) - the complete armour "of God" (THEOS Gk) true source of the armour is God.

The whole armour of God is given in Ephesians 6:14-17. It comprises:-

a) The Belt of Truth Ephesians 6:14a

b) Breastplate of Righteousness Ephesians 6:14b

c) Boots Ephesians 6:15

d) Shield Ephesians 6:16

e) Helmet of Salvation Ephesians 6:17a

f) Sword of the Spirit Ephesians 6:17b

PRINCIPLES:

i) The Roman soldier wore all his armour for his own safety and protection.

ii) When the Roman soldier was highly disciplined he ruled the world.

iii) When the Roman soldier became degenerate the Empire declined and fell.

iv) The Roman soldier was in the army 7 days a week.

3.  SPIRITUAL ANALOGY

a) As Christian soldiers we wear our armour for our own safety and protection.

b) When we are highly disciplined in the Christian life we are very effective in our warfare.

c) If we become degenerate or apostate our Christian witness and effectiveness declines and we become casualties in the spiritual warfare.

d) The Christian soldier is in the battle 7 days a week. A part time soldier never amounts to an effective soldier.

“That ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil."  Ephesians 6:11 b. 

"to stand" (histemi (Gk) - to hold your ground.  We are in a spiritual warfare and the purpose of the armour is to hold our ground against the foe.  "the wiles (methodeia dia Gk) - tactics, cunning or fraud"  "of the devil” (diabolos Gk).

We therefore have the whole armour of God to enable us to stand firm against the devil's tactics.

PRINCIPLE: By learning the tactics likely to be employed by your opponent the Christian soldier is able to go on the offensive using the sword of the Spirit - the Word of God. (verse l7).

4.  THE ENEMY (Ephesians 6:12)

"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness 

of this world against spiritual wickedness in high places. "

"Wrestle" - "the wrestling" (he pale estin Gk) hand to hand combat not wrestling as a sport.  "not against flesh and blood" 

– not against other members of the human race, but against:-

a) PRINCIPALITIES (arche Gk) Ruling demons.

b) POWERS (exousia Gk) - Demons with authority, officers in the demon army.

c) RULERS OF THE DARKNESS OF THIS WORLD (kosmokrator Gk) - world rulers, demons close to the seats of government such as the demons of (Daniel 10:13, 20).

d) SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN HIGH PLACES (pneu matikos poneria Gk) - the demon army.

Quite clearly our fight is against a spiritual foe.  From Hebrews 2:7 we know that as human beings we are inferior to angels.  Therefore in order to have success against superior forces we must have God's armour.

5.  BE PREPARED (Ephesians 6:13)

"Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day and having done all, 

to stand. "

Since the resurrection ascension and session of Jesus Christ the attack of Satan has moved from the line of Christ to the 

individual believer. Our dependence on the whole armour is imperative yet many believers reject part or all of the armour. 

There are many casualties as a consequence.

We are again exhorted to put on the whole armour of God.

6.  THE BELT OF TRUTH (Ephesians 6:14a, Isaiah 11:5)

"Stand therefore having your loins girt about with truth.”

The Roman belt was a wide girdle of leather worn around the waist from which hung the scabbard for the sword and loops for rations and equipment. The leather belt was supported by a cross shoulder strap studded with metal plates with thick leather strips hanging down to protect the lower body. The belt therefore was the basic armour on which the defence of the soldier was based.

PRINCIPLE: Our basic defence is the truth contained within the Word of God. The sword of the Spirit hangs securely to the believer by means of the promises contained within it. The greater our trust in the truth of God the greater our protection against the enemy.

7.  THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (Ephesians 6:14b, Isaiah 59:17)

"and having on the breastplate of righteousness."

The breastplate (thorax Gk) was usually made of leather overlaid with metal strips. Shaped like a sleeveless coat it was in the higher ranks often covered with gold or silver. The belt held the breastplate firmly in place its primary function being to protect every vital area of the soldiers body.

PRINCIPLE: The righteousness of Christ protects us. We stand in his righteousness alone. He gave us his righteousness at the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21). Our continued protection through his righteousness is through the filling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) (See topic Holy Spirit: Filling of the Spirit).

8.  THE BOOTS (Ephesians 6:15, Isaiah 52:7)

"And your feet shod, with the preparation of the gospel of peace".

The boots (caligae Gk) were made of hobnail studded leather soles 15mm (1/2") thick secured with a leather tie over the instep and round the ankles. Good footwear is essential for the soldier with infantry still being essential even in these days of sophisticated armaments.

PRINCIPLE: In spiritual terms the feet are often analogised to service. The feet take one towards the enemy. The gospel of peace is a direct attack on the enemy. Peace in this context talks of reconciliation between God and man. (Romans 1:1 4-16, 2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

9.  THE SHIELD OF FAITH (Ephesians 6:16; 1 John 5:4)

"Above all taking the shield of faith wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of' the wicked."

The Roman shield (thureos Gk) was shaped like a door being made of glued planks wrapped in canvas or calf skin, the top and bottom edges being protected by iron. The shield was the most active of the defensive armour carried by the Roman soldier. Loss of shield often meant death to the soldier.

PRINCIPLE: The Christian soldier's shield is walking actively in the promises and principles set out in the Word of God. If we do not use our faith we can become spiritual casualties. Using the shield of faith we can claim -the 7,000 promises for the Christian walk including Isaiah 41:10; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 John 4:4.

10.  THE HELMET OF SALVATION (Ephesians 6:17a; Isaiah 59:17)

"And take the Helmet of salvation.”

With the exception of the standard bearer who wore a wolf's head, every Roman soldier wore a metal helmet (perik Gk) 

usually of bronze over an iron skull cap. This protected the most important part of the soldier - his head.

PRINCIPLE: Before a person can be a soldier for Christ, he has to be born again. He has to wear the helmet of salvation. One of the wiles of the devil is to make the believer feel that he has lost his salvation.  If a believer loses his assurance of salvation he takes his helmet of salvation off and is totally vulnerable to the attack of the foe.

11.  THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT (Ephesians 6:17b)

"and the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.

The sword referred to is the machaira or Roman short sword. The sword represents the basic offensive weapon for close 

combat. It was only effective when out of its sheath.

PRINCIPLE: The sword in its sheath is potentially devastating but it is only effective when it is used to combat and defeat the enemy. We must therefore conquer using principles, promises and doctrines from the Word of God.

CHRIST: - SEED – CHRIST THE SEED

Jesus is said to be:

1. The woman's seed. (Genesis 3:15; Matthew 1:18; Hebrews 2:14,15; Revelation 12:1-6)

2. Abraham's seed. (Genesis 12:2,3; 22:18; 26:4; Matthew 1:1; Acts 3:25,26; Galatians 3:8,16)

3. Isaac's seed. (Genesis 21:12; Romans 9:7; Galatians 4:28)

4. Jacob's seed. (Genesis 28:14; Matthew 1:2)

5. Judah's seed. (Genesis 49:10; Hebrews 7:14; Revelation 5:5)

6. Jesse's seed. (Isaiah 11:1, Matthew 1:6; Luke 3:32)

7. David's seed. (Psalm 89:3-4; 35-37; 2 Samuel 7:12-13; Revelation 3:7; 22:16; 2 Timothy 2:8; 1 Kings 9:5)

CHRIST – RETURN OF OUR LORD

This is the hope of the church from the day it was announced at his ascension - Acts 1:10,11, and recalled at every communion service, where the believers took the cup with the words, "until he comes" - 1 Corinthians 11:26.  This was the focus and confidence (hope) of the early church, the Lord is risen and he is coming again.    

The great truth of the Lord's coming and all it will mean for mankind and the earth brings Paul to the point of praise filled worship towards the Lord, and he "sings" a doxology to the glory of God – 1Timothy 6:13-16.

The Lord is referred to as the:

1. “Blessed and only potentate”. The Lord is perfectly happy/blessed as he is in control of the universe and his plan is working out. He is the real ruler of the world and this will one day be seen by all.

2. “King of kings”, emphasises that he is ruler over all men who have ever ruled the earth as kings.

3. “Lord of lords”, indicates his victory over the angels, so that he is recognised by all as supreme ruler.   Every knee will bow to him. Isaiah 45:23,  Romans 14:11,  Philippians 2:10.

4. “Who only has immortality”. He alone has by nature and deed true immortality, in that as God he has always been in existence and as man he has defeated sin and death through the cross and resurrection, and it is in his power and because of his position that we have everlasting life (we had a beginning but we will like him, have no end).

5. “Dwelling in the light”. Light was the clothing of Adam and Eve before the fall and is the clothing of the resurrected Lord. He lives in the purity and radiance of unapproachable light. This made the elders of John's vision in Revelation sink to their knees and sing praises. Revelation 4:3-11. 

We do not have the right "vision" of the Lord today in many churches; we see him only as he was on earth, not as he is in heaven now. The phrase of Paul directs Timothy to look up and get a clear view of the Lord as he is in glory and so worship and serve him more appropriately.

6. “Who no man has seen or can see”. This is a confusing passage for the Lord has been seen in his resurrection body and visions of his glory have been given to John and Paul at least. 

What does Paul mean? He means that we see only the Lord in resurrection body since the cross, but not in his full glory as God, for that would completely and literally "blow us away". 

Even John who was granted such a great series of visions that he recorded for us in Revelation, says, "no man has seen God at any time",  1 John 4:12, John 6:46. Maybe we will see him fully as he is, in heaven when we have our resurrection bodies. 1 Corinthians 13:12.

7. “To him belong all honour and power everlasting”. The only one fully deserving honour or reverence is the Lord and he is the only one with true power that lasts forever.

Paul ends this doxology with the "amen", or "so be it". It is the way of saying, "I believe it, it is so", and we must all say amen to the above points, or we will continue worshiping an inadequate view of the Lord.

Do we serve the Lord with an accurate picture in our minds of how he is today? It is easy to be slack when we think of him only as the one who walked the lanes of Israel, but consider the visions of John and bow down before him as he sits or stands in radiant light the all powerful King of kings and Lord of lords, the true ruler of the universe in his full power.

The Lord's coming for the church, terminates the church age and opens the door to the Great Tribulation and then for his final victory over sin and death and the establishment of his kingdom. 

SEAL

A seal has a number of different implications:-

1. Sanctification. Exodus 28:36-38 -  Example: Seals on official documents set them apart from normal documents.

2. Identification. Ezekiel 9:4 -  Use of the signet ring in 1 Kings 21:8; Esther 8:8-10

3. Possession. 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 -  Example: A "sea!" on one's book

4. Utilisation. Ephesians 1:12-14 - Example: Bank account number.

5. Glorification. Ephesians 4:30 - Example: Letters are stamped and sealed so as to arrive at their destination.

6. Preservation. Revelation 7:3 -Example: Locks on doors or the seal on the tomb of Christ.

7. Destination. Revelation 22:4 

CHAPTER 46 - THE POWERLESSNESS OF THE IDOLS OF BABYLON TO SAVE

It is interesting to reflect that the Babylonians were caught by surprise with the speed of their fall. Nabonidus and his son Belshazzer were cruel to their subjects and had put down a number of uprisings with great loss of life, and so they had lost the support of the population. When Cyrus moved against Babylon the old King Nabonidus moved back from Haran with an army to relieve his son Belshazzer. He returned all the gods of Babylon to their places in the many temples, for he had previously worshiped, or favoured, only one of them and many of the people felt that Babylon’s bad luck came from this, but God was against them, and he was defeated in the field and fled. 

All the statues of the gods that he had returned to their places were simply useless and the city fell anyway, for the hand of the Lord God was against the house of Nabonidus, for they did not follow their godly predecessor Nebuchadnezzar.  On the 12th of October 539 BC Babylon fell. The descendents of the men who defeated the great Assyrian Empire in 610 BC fell to the grandsons of their old allies in that battle. There were other uprisings over the years but all were put down and the city was a Persian one for the next two hundred years.

1  Bel boweth down, Nebo stoopeth, their idols were upon the beasts, and upon the cattle: your carriages were heavy loaden; they are a burden to the weary beast. 2  They stoop, they bow down together; they could not deliver the burden, but themselves are gone into captivity.

Isaiah sees the gods of Babylon being carried away as booty for the Persians. The golden statues and silver and bronze being valuable were often looted and loaded onto carts and carried off to the smelters to be remade as jewellery, other gods, or weapons. Each piece of jewellery from the ancient world that has survived may have been through a number of furnaces and remade many times. A bracelet may have been a god in an earlier city until it fell and was re-smeltered by the conquerors. This is at the heart of Isaiah’s mockery, for these people have worshipped commodities not powers. They have bowed to idols that had no power to save them and that were simply the goods that were traded after the battles were over, and now the idols are “bowed”, bent over the backs of the oxen that haul them away. 

Bel remained the main god of Babylon for a number of years until the Persian gods, and later their monotheism, took over and the last statues of the gods were carried off or buried in the desert. Another form of Bel, or Belus, was Baal, for the word means “lord”, and the worship was sensual and sexual. Nebo was another of the key deities of the pantheon of Babylon. All are unceremoniously loaded onto the beasts of burden, which, as they are heavy, are oxen, who groan under the load.  Animals that were offered as sacrifices to these false gods carry them away on wooden carts.
It is a funny picture to the monotheistic Isaiah, for he sees the humour of these idols that have been a burden to the people who served them for no real gain, and now are a burden to the animals that carry them away to the metal smelters. Idols are simply “burdensome”. They are expensive and heavy burdens for a people to carry and they produce nothing of value for the State. 

The original Babylonian “trinity” comprised firstly, Bel (or Enlil), the god over the earth, secondly Anu the god of the heavens with his wife Antu, and thirdly Ea (Enki), the god of the waters. Ea had a son Marduk, who becomes a major god in the pantheon over time in association with Bel. Anu had a daughter named Ishtar who also became a great goddess, and a famous gate was named for her in Babylon. 

The great god of Babylon by the time of Isaiah was Bel-Marduk, the king of the gods. His symbol was the great lion crouching over it’s victim. Nabu (or Nebo here) was the god under Bel-Marduk and responsible for intellectual activity and learning. Isaiah’s sarcasm can be seen by his selection from the entire pantheon of gods of this one as the second one carried away on the oxen. The actual hauling away of the 18 foot high great golden statue of Bel-Marduk occurred in 482 BC and was organized by Esther’s husband Xerxes who broke it up for it’s gold value after putting down a serious rebellion in the city. 

Real intelligence would have led people away from idols, but this idol looked after intelligence! He was the secretary of the gods, as he had invented writing, according to the myths. His symbol was the serpent headed dragon, and it is from this image that the apostle John draws for the pagan religion of the last days - the “dragon”. Satan is referred to in scripture as both the lion and the dragon; for Satan is the author of all false religion. These two animals are so powerful in their imagery, and stand for the source of evil power and false intelligence, and once again Isaiah mocks, they are strapped to the backs of groaning oxen.  Jeremiah 10:3-13, 43:12-13, 1 Peter 5:8-9, Revelation 12:3ff, 20:2.

3  Hearken unto me, O house of Jacob, and all the remnant of the house of Israel, which are borne by me from the belly, which are carried from the womb: 4  And even to your old age I am he; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you.

Isaiah calls the people to “hear” the prophetic words again and again. Isaiah 44:1, 21, 48:1, 17, 18, 51:1, 7. This is appropriate for the Lord’s prophet, for he stands with Moses, the first and greatest of the line. Deuteronomy 6:1-25, Psalms 81:8-13.  The origin of this nation was in the plan and calling of God. From it’s very birth as Abraham crosses the river (a Hebrew = one who crosses the river – from civilization into the wild lands) and enters Canaan the nation’s growth and development was covered over and protected by God. They were carried by the Lord as a woman carries and protects her unborn child, and they were cared from as a woman cares for her new born infant. Both individually and nationally these promises that follow apply; for all who are the called of the Lord are under his care, from their new birth until their death. Psalms 48:14, 68:20, 116:15. We are called to be fruitful for the Lord until our death; at every age in life to be looking for new ways to serve him. Psalms 92:12-15, 102:16-28, Ezekiel 16:1-14. Faith that does not work out in service is not faith, it is hypocrisy. James 2:14-20.

5  To whom will ye liken me, and make me equal, and compare me, that we may be like? 6  They lavish gold out of the bag, and weigh silver in the balance, and hire a goldsmith; and he maketh it a god: they fall down, yea, they worship. 7  They bear him upon the shoulder, they carry him, and set him in his place, and he standeth; from his place shall he not remove: yea, one shall cry unto him, yet can he not answer, nor save him out of his trouble.

This is another section that repeats, with slight variation, the argument that occurs in a number of Isaiah’s sermons through this period. Isaiah 40:18-25, 44:9-19, 45:20. He hits them again and again to try to get them to see the truth about their previous trust in idols. Sadly, like the Babylonians, who will judge them before they themselves are judged, they will continue to play with worship of false gods until after the Exile. Only ultimate loss of their nation and temple shifts Israel to the full acceptance of the truths that Isaiah speaks here. We need to take comfort from this, for we may be called to speak to people who will not hear the word, but we are still called to speak to them, in order that they might be without excuse before God. Jeremiah 1:17-19, Ezekiel 3:4-11, 17, 27. 

Isaiah’s role was a tough one, but it was his path, and it may be yours pastor! Be ready for the people not to hear, and do not change the message, rather speak more directly, for it is to the Lord Almighty that we must all give account one day. Like the three friends in Babylon we need to stand firm against all compromise with paganism. Daniel 3:1-30. We are to be prepared to stand in the fire of persecution but never to bow to idols.

8  Remember this, and shew yourselves men: bring it again to mind, O ye transgressors. 9  Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me,

Remember the truth and, “be men”, the Lord orders through his prophet. Bring the truth to mind and stand in it and for it! “Quit ye like men, be strong!” 1 Corinthians 16:13, Ephesians 5:14-18. Believers are called to “stand”, on the promises of God, not sit on the premises! Look at the following verses and see how vital this military virtue is and how often it is strongly commanded by Paul. Romans 5:2, 14:4, Galatians 5:1, Ephesians 6:11-14, Philippians 1:27, 4:1, Colossians 4:12, 1 Thessalonians 3:8, 2 Thessalonians 2:13.  They are also encouraged to study the historic deliverances of the Lord so that they might be strengthened today in their battles of life. Deuteronomy 32:7, Nehemiah 9:6ff, Psalms 78, 106, etc. It is vital that we study all the scriptures to build up an unshakeable faith in the power of the Lord to deliver. Daniel 9:6-16, Acts 7. 

10  Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: 11  Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel from a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it. 

The Lord’s message is clear; he will do everything that he has promised he will do. His words from the past are still relevant to us, as either evidence through fulfilment that can be seen, or assertions of what is yet certainly to come. Romans 11:33-36, Ephesians 1:9-12. From the past we can look back at the deliverances of the Lord, as he promised, and also the judgments of the Lord as he threatened, if the people would not be obedient to his counsel. The Lord was fair and just, in warning and in promising. There remains blessing for all who will follow him and there is judgment eventually for all who oppose him. The standard of Cyrus the Great was the golden eagle, and so he would come to judge the judges. Cyrus judges Babylon, just as Babylon was used to judge unrepentant Israel. 

12  Hearken unto me, ye stouthearted, that are far from righteousness: 13  I bring near my righteousness; it shall not be far off, and my salvation shall not tarry: and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory.

The greatest danger to strong men is that they dig themselves into a hole of their own making! Their error is thinking they know too much and becoming so certain of their beliefs that they will not be corrected. Courage of one’s convictions is not a virtue if the conviction is wrong! Being sincere has no value at all if you are sincerely wrong! These “brave men” are in error and unrighteousness; so they have no hope for deliverance until they see their errors. Proverbs 8:1-15. 

The Lord tells them that he is drawing ear to them and will proclaim his salvation for them to see. He tells them where they will see their Saviour, and it is in Zion. The Lord makes it clear to all who will hear that there is one way for each person to walk through this world with his blessing, and that is with a living relationship with his Saviour. There is no other way. Romans 1:16-17, 3:20-26, 10:3-17. God is not “tarrying”; he is not waiting for anything other than the right time in accordance with his plan. He is on a path and man is either on that path with Christ, or they are off the track in the brambles of this life. Where are you believer? The Lord wants you on his path. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
The command is without compromise – BE MEN!! This means, stand like a soldier, and face the enemy. On the negative side it means, do not be a wimp! There is no place in ministry for those who are not robust regarding criticism or who wilt under pressures or direct attacks and abuse. A military level of toughness of called for on the part of all of God’s servants, and anything less that this will not do the job. Let us not make things easy for people in the misguided belief we are helping, for all we are helping to do is ensure they fail when the tests of life come and bowl them over. Anything that falls short of full military preparedness will not “cut it” on the mission fields of the devil’s world.

2. 
How much of God’s Word do we know? Are we sure of the Lord’s deliverances from the past? Do we know them? If we do not know fully what God has done we will have little faith in what the Lord has promised to do and will do! Let us feed upon the living words of the Bible and in the power of the Holy Spirit apply them into our daily lives.

3. 
Let us examine ourselves often to ensure we are not becoming set in our ways rather than the Lord’s way! Let us ensure we are not ever too certain of our grasp of truth that we cannot be corrected by the Word of God. Let us beware lest we dig ourselves a ministry grave, rather than walk the path of the Lord in service his way!

4. 
There is one message and one redeemer. There is one God, no other can save. Let us keep the apostolic faith and turn away from all others. Let us not be distracted from the path of truth.

5. 
God has kept us from the time of our being born again into his family. He has guided us through until this day and will bring us through to glory. No distractions are to be allowed, and no worship is to be given to any other.

CHAPTER 47 - GOD’S JUDGMENT UPON CHALDEA AND BABYLON

We call the days of Nabopolassar, Nebuchadnezzar, and Nabonidus as the days of the Neo-Babylonian Empire, and it was a magnificent Empire in it’s brief day. Built upon the ancient foundation of the greatest city of the ancient world Babylon had a natural defence from the river, greatly enhanced by the high walls that were mighty to behold even five hundred years after this date. 

The civilization was ancient, with hot and cold running water in the cities of this area a thousand years before this date. The Hanging Gardens was a wonder of the ancient world and their other engineering feats and the beautiful work of their artisans were renowned for centuries. This was a truly great city and flourished through until the early centuries of our own era. 

Extra-Biblical History records that Babylon was made a capital of a province of the Persian Empire, with Cyrus making his son Cambyses regent there, with the title of “king of Babylon”.  At the New Year festival of 538 BC Cyrus made his son “take the hands of the god Bel as a symbol that the Persians were embracing and taking over as guardians of the city. There were occasional uprisings in the city with upstart military men seizing power for a few months at a time. Mostly they renamed themselves as “Nebuchadrezzar”. Significant damage was done to the city in putting down some of these uprisings. The Greek Historians and travellers, Herodotus, Ctesias, and Strabo all wrote about their visits to the city through this period and give valuable insights into the life of this day.

On 1 October 331 BC the Babylonians welcomed in Alexander the Great after his great victory over the Median Army at Gaugamela (Close by to the city of Erbil). Nine years later Alexander returned after his invasion of India was turned back, and he died there on the 13th June 323 BC. Babylon continued as a centre of learning for Jewish scribes and the Babylonian Talmud, the most authoritative, comes from here in the early centuries of our era. The city’s importance declined after 100AD as other cities rose in political significance, although parts of the site of the ancient city continued to be used as a city and fortress throughout the ages, to today. 

The cruelty of the Chaldeans was the reason for God’s judgment of them. They remained a cruel and idolatrous people throughout their days of power and even in their rebellions against the Persians showed this part of their character. Their rebellious men would be killed and the women who mocked the captive slaves of Israel would face the same mockery. As you read this chapter do not imagine these women of Babylon as innocents, they were guilty of great evil and great mockery towards the people of God and God himself, and they must pay the price for such things, as all must who oppose God. Psalms 18:27, 137:8, Ezekiel 16:30-41. These are terrible words of judgment, but the worst thing about them is that they didn’t need to be fulfilled; all the evil ones needed to do was repent.

Weep for those who mock you and God, for their end will be terrible. As we have seen before, there is no gloating over the lost, and anyone who rejoices over the judgment of others shows they are spiritually sick, not mature and strong. We weep over those who will suffer for their hatred of us and our Lord, just as he did over Jerusalem for it’s coming judgment for the people’s rejection of Him. He is our guide here and he sets the standard for our own behaviour. As Isaiah speaks of the suffering of Babylon he does not gloat, he writes these words to warn them that some might be saved and spared this. Matthew 23:37-39.

1  Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon, sit on the ground: there is no throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be called tender and delicate. 2  Take the millstones, and grind meal: uncover thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover the thigh, pass over the rivers.

The young women of Babylon will either welcome the conquering Persians or be enslaved. Young women became commodities for sex and work in all ancient wars. The brutal conqueror would kill the old, enslave the strong, and sell the beautiful. For noble people to sit on the ground was a sign of great grief or capture, for all armies will get their captives to sit or lie on the ground, for in that position they are easy to watch for sudden attack, and able to be controlled or killed more easily. These young women are totally helpless and their fine hair styles are gone and their clothing has been torn. To show the hair loose was the sign of a poor woman, unable to afford to have her hair done, and to show the thigh was the sign of a prostitute or captive. 

In a society where women were dressed as Moslem women are now, covered from head to toe, for any woman to be uncovered was a great shame and a disgrace. They previously sat upon thrones and were worshipped as beauty queens; they were “tender and delicate”. This phrase means they were sexually alluring and enjoyed their budding sexuality and the pleasure they could have in the wealth and luxury of the houses where their “thrones” were. 

These girls have lived in great luxury and now are cast down to the dirt. They are no longer being served by their maids, for they are now the slaves at the grinding wheel and they cannot keep their thighs covered as they work. They are slaves now themselves, who once owned slaves, and have been taken across the river Euphrates into another country. Everything is reversed in their world; the rulers have become the slaves and the women who once had Persian maids as their slave girls now have been reduced to slaves of the same Persians.

3  Thy nakedness shall be uncovered, yea, thy shame shall be seen: I will take vengeance, and I will not meet thee as a man. 4  As for our redeemer, the LORD of hosts is his name, the Holy One of Israel.

The judgment upon Babylon comes as “vengeance”; as a payment for what they have done to others. There is justice here. Nothing that they suffer is anything other than what they have done to others. Their cruelty is repaid upon them; just as they delighted in the suffering of others and enjoyed watching others die, so they will suffer in order that they might even then repent, as they see the truth as the thief did on the cross! Psalms 106:4-8, Luke 23:39-43. It is never too late to face our evil and at times it is through the school of suffering that we have to learn certain things, for we have avoided the easier schools of wisdom. Acts 9:13-16. 

The people of Babylon are warned here 160 years before their fall. There is plenty of time for repentance, as Daniel carried this book of Isaiah into captivity with him and showed it to Nebuchadnezzar and Cyrus, if not to Nabonidus also! They had been warned and the only ones who suffered were those who persisted in their disobedience. Hebrews 10:30-31. The destruction of Babylon’s elite ruling class is contrasted to the deliverance of the Israelites from their slavery. The Lord is the redeemer of Israel, and none will stand against his plan to release his people. There is no-one to save the rebels against God, for the Lord alone delivers, and they have rejected him! Jeremiah 50:34.

5  Sit thou silent, and get thee into darkness, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be called, The lady of kingdoms. 6  I was wroth with my people, I have polluted mine inheritance, and given them into thine hand: thou didst shew them no mercy; upon the ancient hast thou very heavily laid thy yoke.

These women had rejoiced in their high position and had looked down upon all “lesser mortals”. They had, like the “rich and famous” today, mocked those who were unable to live at their level. Now they are told to be silent; their opinions are not sought nor valued. In our terms they are told to “shut up”! God was angry with his people and he sent them into captivity in Babylon, but these people had gone beyond their mandate to punish the people of God and so have incurred the wrath of God. 

When Cyrus entered the city few from the ordinary people died, most lived and became willing servants of Persia, so the only women and men who suffered under the Persians were those who had seriously offended against God’s people. God’s judgment is very selective, and those who go beyond their mandate will suffer terribly. In our own day the suffering of Germany under the Allied bombing, their great defeats on all fronts, and then the Soviet occupation, ensured that they paid terribly for their great evil in the Holocaust. This is a lasting principle of justice that God ensures goes through all the generations of mankind.   

7  And thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever: so that thou didst not lay these things to thy heart, neither didst remember the latter end of it.

The sinful stupidity of Babylon was that they believed their own publicity merchants and thought they would prosper forever. Their arrogance, like that of their king Nebuchadnezzar, brought them low as it did him. Daniel 4:27-37. God hates arrogance, and with all men and women arrogance is such a stupid thing! As creatures we have nothing to be arrogant about. Their sin is that they ignored the holy words of warning the Lord gave them. It is a dangerous thing to ignore the words of the Lord. 

8  Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to pleasures, that dwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me; I shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss of children:

It is made clear now that this was their sin, as Isaiah quotes, in advance, the words that they will be saying before they are destroyed by Persia. Their behaviours are listed. They loved pleasure rather than truth, and they were careless with morality and truth. They literally didn’t care about the things of God and they stated it openly. They spoke as if they were gods; saying, “I will do whatever I want!” Then they added to their stupidity by saying, “I will not lose my children; bad things don’t happen to me, I am too important to the gods!” Habakkuk 2:3-8.  Jesus also told a parable about such foolishness. Luke 12:16-21.

9  But these two things shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and widowhood: they shall come upon thee in their perfection for the multitude of thy sorceries, and for the great abundance of thine enchantments.

Both these two things will happen to the Babylonians who were persistently arrogant as the just result of their foolishness. 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12. They will receive these two judgments because they brought to perfection the arts of evil; they made an art form of evil! They rejoiced in their alternatives to truth, and practised all the black arts of sorcery and witchcraft. This remains the reason why men and women are judged right unto this very day, and it will be the reason they perish in the Great Tribulation period also! They refuse to repent. Revelation 9:16-21.  

10  For thou hast trusted in thy wickedness: thou hast said, None seeth me. Thy wisdom and thy knowledge, it hath perverted thee; and thou hast said in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me.

They had faith, but it was faith in their wickedness. They believed that what they did was secret and no-one would tell on them who knew. They believed that there were no consequences of their actions. They had a very full belief system, but it was totally in error. Psalms 52:7-8, 62:6-12. They believed the lies of evil and followed after them, and the result was they paid the price of perversion and self deceit. 

They had what they called “wisdom” and they had great “knowledge” of all things. These people were not dumb; they did not lack good minds, but they treated the truths of God as beneath their intelligence to even contemplate. They also had got to the point where they said, “I am”. They were asserting their own self existence independent of God; they were almost seizing on the divine imperative! The arrogance of these people is at the centre of their judgment. Only pain and the soon reality of death brings such people to their senses. 1 Corinthians 1:18-31. 

11  Therefore shall evil come upon thee; thou shalt not know from whence it riseth: and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be able to put it off: and desolation shall come upon thee suddenly, which thou shalt not know.

They will not know what has hit them. Psalms 50:22. Everything will fall around their ears and they will neither see it coming, nor be able to delay the things that will occur. The change of their situation will be sudden and overwhelming. This was exactly what occurred that night of Belshazzer’s feast. The first the crowd of corrupt nobles knew of the Persian attack was when the troops burst into the banqueting hall and killed them all. 

This occurred and it will occur again to “mystery Babylon” in the last days of the present age also. Jeremiah 51:39-50, Daniel 5:25-31, 1 Thessalonians 5:3, Revelation 18:9-10.  

12  Stand now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein thou hast laboured from thy youth; if so be thou shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail.

The challenge is given to these corrupt people. If they really think their charms and sorceries are powerful, then let them stand up against the Lord and see if they can resist the movement of history at his hand. It is almost as if the Lord is challenging them to a fight to see if they can withstand him. Exodus 7:11-14, Acts 13:6-11, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12, Revelation 17:1-8, 18, 18:1-3, 21-22. The powers of darkness are significant, but only when compared to the powers of men; they have no strength to stand against the mighty God, and only their own self delusion convinces them to try such foolishness.

13  Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come upon thee.

Just like the wealthy of today the Babylonians enjoyed the work of the astrologers and three categories of them are described here. The first is the serious astronomer who then makes astrological predictions based upon his serious study of the stars. The second group of astrologers, loosely called the “star gazers”, were the people who did charts for birth dates and worked out the New Moon festivals and their significance on individuals. The third group are the weekly newspaper people, who put out monthly advice sheets for each star sign. 

None of them have spotted the fall of Babylon! None of these “prophets” have accurately predicted all the deaths of the nobles, who possibly died with their latest star charts in their pockets, and were still looking for “the tall dark stranger who would lift them to new heights of pleasure”.  These people are all con artists. The Bible has nothing positive to say about any form of astrology, although astronomy presents heavenly phenomena that have significance, like the star at the Lord’s birth. 

14  Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves from the power of the flame: there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it.

These worthy astrologers loved to sit by the fires of the night and warm themselves while they learnedly discussed the fate of the people in accordance with the stars and other heavenly bodies. They will all be stubble and swept away by the winds of change that have come.  There will be no fires to sit by that do not have Persians besides them. We select our company and rewards in this life by our works and we select those in the life to come by the same choices! Psalms 83:13-18, Matthew 10:26-31, 16:24-28.

15  Thus shall they be unto thee with whom thou hast laboured, even thy merchants, from thy youth: they shall wander every one to his quarter; none shall save thee.

The merchants of this great city would be wandering aimlessly about for a time because of the city’s destruction. They would be baffled, bewildered and fearful. The great markets that bustled in this day were silent within a few centuries and today they are just large heaps of mud bricks washed with the waters of millennia. This city lies empty today, it’s present town a shadow of it’s former glory and it’s merchant small Arab traders not the mighty Chaldeans of olden days. Ezekiel 27:12-36. There is no escape from the justice and righteousness of God.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Astrology and all forms of magical arts are forbidden for good reason. No believer can remain spiritual and check out their horoscope! Let us avoid all such nonsense. All such people are deluded and they practise delusion.

2. 
The suddenness of their destruction is the frightening thing that Isaiah focuses on. These people do not see the defeat coming and rest within what they considered the “impregnable walls” of the great city, but they were wrong, for the Lord had lifted his hand against them. We move only in his grace and mercy and when we step outside the plan there is nothing but judgment. 

3. 
These people were without excuse, for the Lord’s warning came to them for 160 years before the axe fell upon the nobles of this city. God is just and merciful, bringing these people down only when there was no other option. To receive the Lord’s judgment you must work seriously hard to ignore the truth and avoid his rightful claims upon you. Judgment is God’s strange work, and he prefers to bless. Man is judged only because he has persisted in a path that has no other outcome, and he is always without excuse.

4. 
To love pleasure rather than truth is the common fault of men today. People do not select hell, they think they are choosing heaven! They just get too busy for the rightful claims of God upon them and the day comes when they have run out of luck. 

5. 
So many today think that God does not take interest in them, but he does. There is no action that the Lord ignores and we stand before a holy God, but thankfully a merciful one. We are not saved because we are good, but because we are loved by the Lord. 

6. 
The picture of the young women, now slaves, is a heart wrenching one, but remember they are there because they mocked the truth and believed their wealth would last forever. They were fools and their error in undervaluing or even mocking God’s people comes back to bite them! All sin must be given account of!

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

BELSHAZZER 

1. SCRIPTURE  Daniel 5.

2. BIOGRAPHY

For many years Belshazzer was considered a mythical character. His existence was,. however, confirmed in 1854 when archaeologist J. E. Taylor uncovered in Ur of the Chaldees clay cylinders containing a prayer to the Moon god for Belshazzer from Nabonidus his co-ruler. This confirms the statement in Daniel 5:29 where Daniel was made the third ruler in the nation. 

Belshazzer, the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar through Queen Nitocris, was co-ruler of the Chaldean Empire from 556 BC until its destruction by the Medes and Persians in 539 BC. Daniel 5 presents the last night of the Chaldean Empire which had been the greatest empire of the ancient world, being represented by the head of gold (Daniel 2:32,38) and the winged lion (Daniel 7:4). Apparently secure within the walled city of Babylon, Belshazzar gave a party for 1000 nobles (Daniel 5:1). The party was decadent with much drinking, using holy vessels ransacked from the Temple in Jerusalem (Daniel 5:3). The party was uneventful until God intervened, writing on the wall. In the ancient world great deeds of kings were written on the walls, and here the judgment on the king is given.

3. EVALUATION

a) Wine, women and idols. Belshazzer by his lifestyle demonstrates many negative traits.

i) He drank excessively as a leader (Proverbs 31:4-5, Titus 1:7).

ii) He was a self-centred egoist which causes national disaster.

iii) He lived in a world of self indulgence.

iv) By using the vessels from the Temple to drink to his gods he was placing them above the God of Israel. God will not tolerate this (Exodus 20:3).

b) The warnings. The destruction of the Chaldean (Babylonian) Empire had been prophesied in other Old Testament books (Jeremiah 50:10; Isaiah 47:1-3). In Daniel 5:5,6 the warning of the imminent fall of the empire is given by the writing on the wall.

c) His reaction.

i) Panic (Daniel 5:7).

ii) Consulting the wise men (Daniel 5:8).

iii) Fear (Daniel 5:9).

d) Sound advice.

i) From Queen Nitocris (Daniel 5:10-12).

ii) From Daniel (Daniel 5:13-28).

e) Belshazzar's reaction.

i) He rewards Daniel (Daniel 5:29)

ii) He is killed and the empire ends (Daniel 5:30).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Belshazzer should have known of the Old Testament prophecies (Daniel 2:48).

b) Righteousness preserves a nation; sin destroys it (Proverbs 14:34).

c) Prepared people can give accurate information in catastrophes (2 Kings 6:17; Daniel 5:11).

d) God uses your apparently bad circumstances to assist others (Genesis 40:3,8).

e) Escapism solves nothing as problems must be faced (Genesis 3:8,9).

f) Pleasure is never a substitute for fellowship with God (Ecclesiastes 2:1).

g) Drunkenness is a sign of degeneracy (Proverbs 23:21).

h) God will not tolerate blasphemy and irreverence to Himself  (Leviticus 24:16).

i) God's Word judges those who ignore it (Psalm 1:6).

j) Man never knows the day or hour of his death (Luke 12:20).

k) The fall of a nation is preceded by decadence of leadership (Isaiah 9:16-17).

l) God is in control of history (Proverbs 8:15-16).

NOTES
CHAPTER 48 - GOD’S APPEAL TO THE HOUSE OF JACOB

This could be called a message to the heart of the nation. They think they are saved and secure in their ancestor’s faith but they have no security at all, because they do not share their ancestor’s faith at all. God does not have grand-children, he has children! They have form without reality, and unless they get with the reality of the faith of Moses and David they will share the fate of Babylon. A remnant will be saved but the majority will be destroyed with the paganism they prefer to truth. Idolatry will be eliminated from Israel but this will mean many Israelites will die. They prefer lies to truth, and the Lord makes this appeal to them to face the reality of judgment and be saved from the judgment that will fall upon the disobedient nation. Deuteronomy 5:29-33.

1  Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are called by the name of Israel, and are come forth out of the waters of Judah, which swear by the name of the LORD, and make mention of the God of Israel, but not in truth, nor in righteousness.

The order is given; “hear this house of Jacob”. They are the rebellious descendents of the rebel and all too often carnal Jacob and they need to become more like spiritual Israel – the Prince of God. From the whole family of Israel the focus narrows to the survivors of the tribe of Judah who form the majority of those hold up in Jerusalem during 701 – 700 BC. 

They sound good, but the prophet asks, are they good? They swear by the name of the Lord, and make mention of the God of Israel in their talk, but it is all polite references to the “God of our ancestors”, he is not their living God. They speak of the Lord but not in truth or righteousness; they have not understood the great doctrines of the Word, nor have they practised the behaviours that go with true faith. They are phonies and phonies are in grave danger. Deuteronomy 6:12-15,  10:14-22, Psalms 50:14-23, 63:11, Matthew 7:13-23, 15:1-11, 2 Timothy 2:3-5. 

2  For they call themselves of the holy city, and stay themselves upon the God of Israel; The LORD of hosts is his name.

The people identified themselves as people of Jerusalem; the nation defined itself by the citadel of David and the Temple of Solomon. They defined themselves by these places yet the true spiritual significance of them completely escaped them. They rest and support themselves upon the existence of the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel but there is no reality in their “faith”; their trust is in someone they do not know! Matthew 7:15-23, 25:41-46. True faith does more than assert belief, for true faith does more than talk; it works out in the life of the person in good works, evangelism, and holiness.

3  I have declared the former things from the beginning; and they went forth out of my mouth, and I shewed them; I did them suddenly, and they came to pass. 4  Because I knew that thou art obstinate, and thy neck is an iron sinew, and thy brow brass;

Isaiah reminds them, for the seventh time, of the foreknowledge of God. They are reminded that the Lord has told them all things from the every beginning. None can say they have excuse for their ignorance. They have ignored truth and for that they stand under judgment. When God speaks a wise man listens! Once the words were spoken the Lord could at any time action his promises and policies, and did so without further warning. The people were baffled, surprised and amazed, but they had no reason to be. 

The Lord acts in accordance with his plan and exercises his rights in this matter; man had better accommodate himself to God, and through prayer and obedience draw near to the truth before he is crushed by it. Yet, instead of trusting their God, these people rebelled and gave other gods credit and worship when they ought to have paid homage to the Lord alone. They became hardened in their rebellion and strengthened their disobedience so that they would not bow to the Lord, nor allow their forehead to crease with real worry about their sins. The lines in our foreheads betray our concerns, but these people were hard like brass, with no crease in their forehead to show their sorrow and pain. They refused to budge from their positions, and have maintained their rejection of God’s control over them. Romans 16:25-26.

5  I have even from the beginning declared it to thee; before it came to pass I shewed it thee: lest thou shouldest say, Mine idol hath done them, and my graven image, and my molten image, hath commanded them. 6  Thou hast heard, see all this; and will not ye declare it? I have shewed thee new things from this time, even hidden things, and thou didst not know them.

The Lord exercised great care with these people lest they praise the idols for the deeds of the true God; he revealed the truth and then sent prophets to tell the truth again and again, so it was impossible to claim that the idols were active, for all reasonable people saw that it was the God of Israel. The Lord pleads with them regarding his revelation. They have heard and seen the acts of God. They are without excuse before him for their persistent sin. Repentance, obedience and humility will open the door for wisdom and blessing again. Psalms 40:9-11, 71:14-18, 78:1-8, 107:42-43, 145:1-9.

7  They are created now, and not from the beginning; even before the day when thou heardest them not; lest thou shouldest say, Behold, I knew them.

The events that they see around about them are all created now and are in place. God knew of them from the beginning and Moses spoke of them as the penalty of disobedience, but now they can be seen.  They fell suddenly upon the people so that none could say, “we knew all that; it’s OK”. These people are just like those of today, who pretend to be “cool” and together, but who are simply living in self delusion. John 8:42-51.

8  Yea, thou heardest not; yea, thou knewest not; yea, from that time that thine ear was not opened: for I knew that thou wouldest deal very treacherously, and wast called a transgressor from the womb.

From earliest days these people have closed their ears to the truth of God. They have rejected truth from their infancy and persisted in the convenient, pleasure centred actions of sinful people right through till this day. They have been treacherous from early years in spiritual matters turning away from the Lord whenever they thought that they could get away with it. 

9  For my name's sake will I defer mine anger, and for my praise will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off.

Even though they have violated every rule and abused grace and God’s good name again and again, still the Lord will be gracious to them and not wipe them out, but they must respond to his righteous demands. For the Lord’s own honour and glory he will hold back his legitimate anger towards them, and will give them time to respond. It is God’s holy and perfect character that restrains judgment from us all, for he is loving towards us, not willing that any of us perish. To ask things in accordance with the righteous character of God places the prayer on a firm foundation. 1 Samuel 12:19-25, Psalms 25:11, 79:8-9, 103:6-17, 106:6-8, 143:10-12. 

10  Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.

Silver was the metal of redemption and was refined again and again before use in the holy vessels, so it became a potent symbol of purity and God’s care over his own. Psalms 12:6, Isaiah 1:25, Ezekiel 22:13-22, Zechariah 13:8-9, Malachi 3:2-3. They are to be purified but nor for silver, the implication being, that they are of far more value than silver or gold. Matthew 10:28-31, 1 Peter 1:7, 18-25.  

God has chosen them in the furnace of affliction and he will keep them as they go through these things and trust him and follow his path for them, even though there is suffering in the midst. Deuteronomy 4:20, Daniel 3:21-30. The three friends in Daniel’s account were all captives from the first invasion by Nebuchadnezzar, but the Lord turned their captivity into blessing for them through their faith in him and the resultant strength of character they had in Christ Jesus; for it was the Lord who joined them in the furnace.  

11  For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do it: for how should my name be polluted? and I will not give my glory unto another.

The Lord will not have his name “polluted” by association with evil, nor will he be insulted by others saying that he could not deliver his righteous people. For the Lord not to complete his deliverance of his people would be to have his holy name desecrated. Numbers 14:13-19, Deuteronomy 32:27-28, Isaiah 42:8. The Lord will certainly deliver the godly remnant of his people, for his name depends upon it. 

12  Hearken unto me, O Jacob and Israel, my called; I am he; I am the first, I also am the last.

Once again the appeal is directed to them. Both names are used for them; both the carnal and the spiritual, reminding them that the difference is a matter of their choice. They are reminded also again that they are “the called of the Lord”. Our sin and stupidity do not stop our membership of the Lord’s family, any more than our children’s foolishness causes us to reject them as our children. Even if we wanted to disown them we cannot, for they are our own! This is exactly the situation saved Israel is with God; they are his and will be treated as such, in the grace of the father’s love for them. Refer to the doctrinal study of GOD –  FAITHFULNESS OF GOD, and then also the study on the FATHERHOOD OF GOD. 1 Peter 2:9-10.

13  Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand hath spanned the heavens: when I call unto them, they stand up together.

The fact that the Lord God is the creator of the universe is mentioned again and again by Isaiah, as we have seen. It’s significance is powerful, for the only danger that man is in is from an uncertain universe. If there is no plan for mankind and no hand on the universe then we can all be very scared about everything, but the truth of God’s creation power, and upholding of it sets our hearts and minds at rest, for we can trust the one who put all this together! This is the faith challenge for us all. Psalms 119:89-96, 148:1ff.  

14  All ye, assemble yourselves, and hear; which among them hath declared these things? The LORD hath loved him: he will do his pleasure on Babylon, and his arm shall be on the Chaldeans.

The people are challenged strongly again to gather themselves together and hear the words of the Lord. They are asked again to find anyone amongst them who has the power to predict the future as God does. He who does the Lord’s will shows he loves the Lord. Another way of putting this is, he who the Lord loves does his will. The Lord says that he will deal with the Chaldeans. 

It is one whom the Lord loves (namely Cyrus) who will execute judgment upon the Babylonians, and then later the husband of Queen Esther will complete the job in 482 BC and take away their idols as plunder. This is 150-225 years before he does! It is a prophetic word to the Lord’s people in another rebellious generation that will face the Babylonians, as this one has faced the Assyrians. Jeremiah 50:21ff.

15  I, even I, have spoken; yea, I have called him: I have brought him, and he shall make his way prosperous. 16  Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me.

Cyrus is the deliverer of the Jews and the conqueror of Babylon. He is going to prosper in all he does and he will be victorious. Psalms 45:1-6. What God has ordained will work out fully and completely. Cyrus will be victorious into his sixties and he will die in the saddle at war against the wild peoples of the steppes. God calls again through his prophet, for them to express positive volition towards the Word and draw near and hear the things that are being taught openly. Nothing is secret, all is open to them; they have but to accept the truth and walk in it. John 18:20.  Isaiah speaks by the power of the Holy Spirit. Luke 4:18-21, John 3:34, 20:19-23.  

17  Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am the LORD thy God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go.

The Lord teaches us to our profit, not for our detriment. The Lord’s purpose is always for growth, service, and blessing, not for anything negative. We get into judgment with the Lord, only with difficulty; we have to persist in disobedience for a long time before the Lord’s patience wears out. Deuteronomy 8:17-20, 1 Kings 8:35-36, Psalms 25:8-14, Jeremiah 31:33-34, John 6:45, Ephesians 4:20-24. The Lord leads us in paths that are blessed through obedience to his will, and empowered by the Holy Spirit. Psalms 23:1-6, 32:8-9, Jeremiah 6:16.  Volition is still the issue and man can reject the truth and walk in darkness. John 3:19, 12 :35-41.

18  O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea:

The Lord is saddened by their rejection of the Laws of Moses, for had they followed the instructions the nation received at Sinai they would have prospered. They would have known “rivers of blessing”. They would have had “peace like a river” refreshing their spirit every day of their lives. The promises of blessing were given by Moses in Deuteronomy 28:1-14 (The Beatitudes that Jesus completes in Matthew 5:3-12), compared to the curses for disobedience in chapter 27:15-26, and 28:15ff. As we have seen in this and earlier chapters of Isaiah, he refers to thee passages extensively. Deuteronomy 32:28-29, Psalms 81:13-16, 119:161-168.. 

The liberal critics of scripture claim that the Torah was written by Ezra 250 years after Isaiah, yet Isaiah quotes from it! We confront here the evidence of the lies of liberalism as we do with the book of Daniel.  They are liars and deceivers, for first they were themselves deceived. The book of Isaiah is not contemporary with Ezra, nor with Moses, but is when it was claimed to be, in the years circa 730-680 BC. God speaks through his prophet directly to the people to recall them to things that have been recorded and taught for 800 years by this stage. 

The people have heard Moses taught, and can read the Law; the truth is accessible to them. This nation has been literate for over a thousand years, since the days of the Patriarchs who came from literate Ur of the Chaldeans, and from their days in literate Egypt. The German critics erred in assuming they were wandering herdsmen, able to raise sheep, but basically illiterate and some what stupid “hicks” from the back blocks of civilization. These people could read and write for three thousand years before the Germans and English could! Let us remember where the cradle of civilization was!!! It is for this reason that most of my biblical quotes in this study are from books that the people of Isaiah’s day could read, for they had them at the time.

This people have heard the truth and seen the judgment spoken of by Moses fall upon the Northern Kingdom of Israel already, just as Amos prophesied (another book they have in the south now), Amos 5:13 – 6:8. Amos had warned them over fifty years before Isaiah speaks this sermon. Either they have peace like a river (the fruit of the Holy Spirit in their soul) keeping their soul nourished, or the river of judgment will sweep them away. 

The first image is from Amos, the second image Isaiah draws upon is the “waves of the sea”. Waves of the sea were not the comforting thing that many of the northern European peoples consider them. Our ancestors were sea farers and so with their genetics, we love the sea, but the Israelites were hill peoples and the sea was both foreign and frightening. 

Waves were often associated with death. 2 Samuel 22:5, Psalms 42:7, Jonah 2:3. Waves are also associated with awesomeness and emphasize the insignificance of man against God’s forces of nature, which he alone rules, and they can also stand for man’s affliction under great pressures. Psalms 65:7, 88:7, 89:9, 93:1-5, Zechariah 10:11. There was a certain respect and awe towards the sailor’s life, for these men faced the awesome power of God upon the deep waters. Psalms 107:23-30. 

With all these references in mind the righteousness of the people being compared to the waves of the sea now takes on the meaning that Isaiah intended. If these people had been as God intended, they would have been awesome to all the people around them. All people would have seen the awesomeness of God through the Israelites, as the righteousness of the Lord poured through them and witnessed to the power and majesty of their God. 

People are meant to meet the Lord Jesus Christ through us and our lives which are meant to be a testimony to his power and person. In Isaiah’s day the people were meant to lead the pagan peoples to the God of Moses; their lives were to be a testimony to holy separation from the evils around them, and to point to the holiness of the true God in contrast to the fakes of the devil’s world. They had failed as the Lord’s ambassadors and witnesses! Even their failure does not hinder them from getting with the plan, even at this late stage. Refer to the doctrinal study CHRISTIAN LIFE – EVANGELISM.

19  Thy seed also had been as the sand, and the offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof; his name should not have been cut off nor destroyed from before me.

Isaiah now goes back beyond Moses to Abraham and the promises of blessing towards him and his offspring; that they would be as the sand and gravel of the beach, the stars of the sky. The latter reference is not mentioned because Isaiah’s dominant image is of the awesomeness of the sea. Genesis 13:14-18, 21:12-13, 22:16-18. 

Given these promises and the unconditional covenants God made with Abraham, there is certainty that the people will not be totally cut off; they will survive, but not as the numerous peoples they could have been through obedience. The remnant will still prosper and be prospered, but only by and through their obedience to the Lord their God. Hosea 1:10, Jeremiah 33:22, Romans 9:25-33 (in historical sequence from 725 BC to 50 AD).  

20  Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it even to the end of the earth; say ye, The LORD hath redeemed his servant Jacob.

The people will leave Babylon with rejoicing. The first returning exiles will be the lucky ones for they will be relieved by Cyrus and few casualties were caused by his taking of the city. Those who in disobedience stayed behind suffered under the rebellions that broke out from time to time by the Chaldeans and in 482 many thousands were killed when Xerxes retook the city after a major rebellion. Those who are obedient to the command to return to Israel and to rebuild Jerusalem were once again “safe in the plan”, for that is the only place of safety in this world. They are told to sing in joy of the deliverance of Jacob, and to flee the city before they are destroyed themselves by the Persians. Exodus 15:1ff, Psalms 126:1ff. 

The Chaldeans who served the Lord, or even believed the words of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Daniel in this matter alone, were all saved from the Persians. Those who persisted in their rebellions against God and his plan were swept into the dust bin of history. This remains the fate of all who think they know better than God, even to today.  

21  And they thirsted not when he led them through the deserts: he caused the waters to flow out of the rock for them: he clave the rock also, and the waters gushed out.

Isaiah goes back to the Exodus again in this verse to underline the principle that those who walk the path of God’s will for them, in obedience to the plan of God, have God’s provisions to live in the worst of places. The Israelites were kept in the middle of the desert places of Sinai and Arabia, and they were provided water supernaturally by the hand of God through his servant Moses. Exodus 17:6, Numbers 20:7-13, Deuteronomy 8:10-18. As the last passage indicates, all these deliverances from need by the hand of the Lord were indications of his gracious provisions for them that would be theirs throughout all their history, as they trusted and obeyed him. Psalms 78:14-43, 105:37-45.

22  There is no peace, saith the LORD, unto the wicked.

This is a verse that many know but few take deeply into their souls as they ought. There is no peace within the soul, nor any in the society of those who have rejected God’s standards and followed after Satan’s standards of evil. Once the Lord’s way is rejected there is only chaos and darkness left. If people will not walk in the light they have chosen to stumble in the dark! There is not peace of mind, nor any security or safety for those who opt for such a life. Job 15:16-35, Luke 19:41-44, Romans 3:9-20. It is a terrible thing to walk away from the guidance and protection of almighty God, for you let loose then all that is base and self centred in man. Romans 1:24-32.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
People must take the Lord seriously. All of Satan’s strategies focus on making people ignore the truth of the Lord’s Word. If he can keep on making them ignore truth, by distracting them with the details of daily life he wins and they drop into hell without ever facing the reality of this life. Our role as the servants of the Lord is to call people to confront the truth about their responsibilities to their maker. Let us not get tired of calling for mankind to “hear!”

2. 
Let us ensure our faith is better than the demons who tremble! James 2:19. True faith is expressed in love for the Lord, speaking often to him and of him, and deeds of love towards the saints, with the words of the Gospel towards the lost. If faith does not work out in life it is not real. True faith is not formulae; it is a living relationship with the beloved Lord that is expressed in every aspect of daily life. 

3. 
The issue for each man and woman is allowing the Lord to take control of their lives. The Lord wants us to honour him as the creator and honour the Lord as the Saviour. It is man’s rebellion against this legitimate demand that leads him into hell. God’s gracious appeal continues to all people right until the moment of their death. It is only persistence in rebellion that leads to judgment; man must work very hard to enter hell. To enter heaven he needs simply acknowledge his creator and Saviour and serve him in love!

4. 
The choicest of God’s saints often suffer great affliction, and it is through the furnace of great affliction that the Lord often calls his people. Suffering is not always a sign of sin; it can be more often a sign of the call of the Lord upon the life of the saint, to lift them to higher levels of faith and prepare them for greater service at a later time.

5. 
God teaches us through his prophets for our growth and strength and service. The Lord has given us everything we need for service, and so let us walk in his truth and serve him in love. Prophetic truth was given to prove the foreknowledge of God and to build faith in the lives of the Lord’s people, and it remains for us as a record of the power of the creator God who truly knows all things. 

6. 
A man in my clinic this week said to me, “I have wasted my last twenty years, with alcohol and sleeping with many women, and none of it brought any satisfaction, or fulfilment. My life has been empty.”  This was an unsolicited observation by this man, but it expresses the reality of a life of sin. Only holiness before the Lord brings any satisfaction and lasting joy. There is no peace for those who reject God’s way. Do not envy the rich who parade their wealth and their high life of immorality, for in their soul they are brought down low and unless they allow the Lord to lift them up they will continue all the way to hell itself. Remember my observation upon the words of Isaiah several chapters ago; the easy road always runs down hill. 

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

GOD:  FAITHFULNESS OF GOD

1. God's faithfulness is based on his unchangeability - Hebrews 13:8

2. God's faithfulness is renewed "every day" - Lamentations 3:21-24

3. His promises are sure. - Hebrews 10:23

4. The faithfulness of Christ continues even when we are unfaithful. - 2 Timothy 2:13

5. Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest - Hebrews 2:17

6. God is faithful to forgive sins - 1 John 1:9

7. God is faithful to keep us saved - 2 Timothy 2:13

8. God is faithful to deliver us through temptation - 1 Corinthians 10:13

9. God is faithful to keep His promises to us - Hebrews 10:23

10. God is faithful to us in suffering - 1 Peter 4:19

11. God is faithful in fulfilling His plan for us - I Thessalonians 5:24

12. God is faithful to strengthen us - 2 Thessalonians 3:3

13. God is the faithful partner of our union with Christ - 1 Corinthians 1:9

14. Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest - Hebrews 2:17

15. Jesus Christ is synonymous with faithfulness - Revelation 19:11

GOD - FATHERHOOD OF GOD

Fatherhood comes in various concepts:‑

1. The Fatherhood over creation ‑ Ephesians 3:14‑15 ‑ all beings have their origin in God. We get our life and very existence from God. There is therefore a brotherhood in the creation. The liberals however take this a step further and talk about the brotherhood of man and the universal Fatherhood of God which is a lie which is exposed by the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ said that all men are not brothers but only become such in Christ. Even Satan was given his life by God. There is no relationship in the Father creatorship combination.

2. Fatherhood by intimate relationship which is the concept of the relationship between God and Israel. In Exodus 4:22 Israel is my son ‑ this is my firstborn. This is more than God saying that He is their creator but it is less than saying that they are regenerated. In the New Testament it says that all Israel is not Israel. There is however a relationship between the Father and Israel, a care for Israel. He preserves the nation. In the Bible the word father is used a large number of times in relation to the relationship between God and Israel. However only a few Jews were regenerated.

3. A specific relationship between the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ ‑ Ephesians 1:3. The first specific revelation of the New Testament is that God the Father is the father of the Lord Jesus Christ. It also shows without any doubt the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ by His attributes and His works. The words father and son are used in the New Testament to show the intimacy of the relationship between God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ with out fulfilling all the relationships which would be true of a human relationship of Father and Son. This was the error of the Arian theologians who said that he was a son of God but not equal with God. 

4. The second person has been the Son from eternity past. For eternity there has been this close relationship between the Father and the Son. In Isaiah 9:6 it shows that a child is born but a son is given. The baby was born but the Son was given as the Son had existed forever. What they are saying is that you think of the most noble father and the best possible son and the love between those two and you get a small glimpse of the relationship between the Father and the Son.

5. The Father of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 8:15, Galatians 4:6-7)

a) Only in Christ do we become brothers. (Galatians 3:27-29) This is the result of the Holy Spirit who baptizes us into the body of Christ and makes us a new creation in Him. (1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5)

b) God is not the spiritual father of the unregenerate man, they are His creation but not His children. (John 14:6)  Before salvation we were sons of our sinful nature. (John 8:42-47, Ephesians 2:19)

6. In summary therefore 

[a] The Son of God is said to have been begotten of the Father ‑ Psalm 2:7, John 1:14, 18, 3:16,18 1 John 4:9

[b] The Father acknowledged the Lord Jesus Christ as His Son ‑ Matthew 3:17, 17:5, Luke 9:35

[c] The Father is acknowledged by the Son ‑ Matthew 11:27, 26:63‑64, Luke 22:29, John 8:16‑29, 33‑44, 17:1 The Son is subject to the Father's plan but it should be remembered that the plan had been a joint plan when it was conceived with its recognition of role and responsibility.

[d] The fact that God the Father is acknowledged by men to be the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ ‑ Matthew 16:16, Mark 15:39, John 1:34, 49, Acts 3:13

[e] The Son acknowledges the Father by being subject to Him ‑ John 8:29,49 

[f] Even the demons recognise this relationship between the Father and the Son ‑ Matthew 8:29 Satan's eternal damnation relies on this relationship and its permanency

7. Before salvation all members of the human race were "sold under sin", we were strangers before God, not sons. Romans 7:14, Ephesians 2:19.   Spiritually we were dead, we had no relationship with God other than creatures to the creator we did not recognize Ephesians 2:1

8. Before salvation we were all of different races, the only brotherhood we can ever have is in Christ.  Galatians 3:27-29. 

9. Salvation alone makes us children of God. Before we were slaves of sin, sons of our old sin nature, children of rebellion. Ephesians 2:19, John 8:42-47, 1John 3:10-15.

10. Only God can make us his children, for only God has that power. John 1:12,13. We are either 'born-again', born from above or we remain spiritually dead, children of Satan, John 3:3,6,36. 

11. Unbelievers cannot and will not see this unique relationship. 1John 3:1, 1 Corinthians 1:18. As sons of rebellion they believe their father’s lie i.e. the universal fatherhood of God and universal brotherhood of man (both of which are false concepts). John 8:44. This lie perpetrates the idea that God is a “soft-touch” and will not judge man for their sin, but all will be well in the end.    This is declared false by God in his word.

12. Believers sonship guarantees heirship, eternal life and fellowship for them. 1 John 3:2,3, Romans 8:16-18.

13. The Holy Spirit is God’s down payment on the believer’s inheritance - the assurance of more to come, Ephesians 1:14.

14. Believers are heirs of eternal life through relationship with God in Christ John 8:35, 51.

a. receiving rewards: Colossians 3:24,25, 2 John 8, 1 Corinthians 3:8 and,

b. receiving a resurrection body. 1 Corinthians 15:50-54. 

15. The source of our confidence is based in the Lords resurrection. He is therefore our "lively hope", 1 Peter 1:3-5.   He can be depended upon to meet all needs for we will be with him forever. John 14:1-4. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM

1. All believers are ambassadors for Christ, and are obliged to give the give the gospel to unbelievers. (Acts 1:8, 2 Timothy 4:5)

2. Two forms of witnessing - with the lips (2 Corinthians 5:18-21 and by the life (2 Corinthians 3:3)

3. The gospel is "good news".

4. Sin is not an issue.  Jesus died for all sin on the cross.  The penalty has been paid.  The issue now is "Do you trust that Jesus Christ has died for your sins, and was raised from the dead to give life to all who believe on Him?"  People choose to either rely upon Jesus Christ, or upon their own good works, to be saved. (Romans 8:1, 9-30-33)

5. What about the heathen who haven't heard?

a) God is totally fair, and everyone has the chance to be saved

b) Unlimited Atonement (Colossians 2:14,15)

c) God's will - none should perish (2 Peter 3:9)

d) Man's negative will - God consciousness - Gospel hearing.

6. Witnessing is impossible except through the power of the Holy Spirit. (John 16:8-13)  The Holy Spirit convicts of

a) Sin because of unbelief.

b) Righteousness.

c) Judgment because of Satan being judged (Matthew 25:41)

7. The natural man needs the Holy Spirit to understand the gospel (1 Corinthians 2:14)  

8. The Bible is the weapon of witnessing. (1 Corinthians 15:3, 4)

9. Biblical Pattern of Witnessing. (1 Thessalonians 2:1-12)

a) Effective contact (v.1 )

b) The gospel must be given even under opposition. (v.2)

c) The gospel must never be compromised or watered down - (v.3)

d) The believer in whom the gospel is deposited is tested by God and should not be for the praise of man. (v.4)

e) Flattery should never be part of the gospel. (v.5-6)

f) Whilst the gospel should not be given to get praise from men it should be given in love without cost (v9)

g) The gospel must be followed up (v 10) with discipleship and teaching (v11) so that the new believer can become spiritually self reliant. (v.10-12)

10. Your obligation to witness (Romans 1:14-16):  you are a debtor (v14), you are ready (v15), you are not ashamed (v16)

11. Win souls, not arguments.  Stay on the gospel, don't get side-tracked.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM – FISHERS OF MEN

We are fishers of men Matthew 4:19

1. A fisherman needs to be prepared and equipped to do the task. You need to be walking in the Spirit and you need to know the gospel. We need to be prepared in knowledge and power. Quite often you need to be trained.

2. The fishermen go to where the fish are. As a believer you must be in contact with unbelievers so that you can individually target them. This is why monasticism is wrong.

3. Fishermen are patient. They wait. They know the fish are there but they wait until the right time to cast the bait. You do not waste your bait but walk under the guidance of the Holy Spirit so that when you recognise that someone is under the conviction of the Holy Spirit you can fish successfully. You work with unbelievers and look for an opportunity provided by the Holy Spirit to give the gospel. 

You do not give them the gospel when they are five kilometres away. Ignorant Christians are blurting out the gospel to unbelievers who have not been prepared and consequently are disturbing the fish. They are not sensitive, they are not waiting seeing what the Spirit is doing. In Acts the people who were being added to the church were those who were being saved by the work of the Holy Spirit.

4. Fishermen know what bait to use and the different approaches to catch all sorts of fish. You do not have the same bait for all fish. Paul for instance gave a different message in Athens compared to what he gave in Phillipi. This is the danger of having just one tract in your pocket as it constrains you in your approach. You have to be flexible and know where the people are so that it will be meaningful to them and meet them where they are. Paul in Acts 16 is talking to philosophers so he comes in at a different level than in other cases.

5. Fishermen concentrate on fish and not the fishpond. You are to fish for fish and not try and clean the fishpond. We should be concerned with the souls of men and not cleaning up the environment. 1 Peter 1:17, Ephesians 5:16, Colossians 4:5, 1 Corinthians 9:22

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM - NEW TESTAMENT PATTERN

1. The pastor of the local church must practice a Bible saturated, spirit controlled life. By his systematic teaching of the Word he must encourage people to apply it in their life. The vessels that the Lord uses must be clean. 

2. You must have a co‑ordinated prayer life in the Church. This consists of the mid week prayer meeting and organising your prayer warriors. You need specific weekly prayer sheets. 

3. You need to have weekly meetings with your deacons and elders to plan strategies for the church. You need to have that for a prayer plan for the week. It is good to have this on Sunday morning over breakfast so that the prayer points can be noted down and duplicated by the pastor for the morning service. This gives current material. You plan your visitations, your speakers and how it can be co‑ordinated in with the overall preaching plan. There also needs to be a home fellowship strategy and  a strategy for the Bible class and Sunday School.

4. In the preaching everything must tie into the evangelistic, witness function of the church. He must emphasise that they are ambassadors and evangelists.

5. The minister encourages the people to find the fish. Every week they should be reminded of their work in this area.

6. Every believer should have his own list of people who he is praying constantly for. He should have a list of ten unbelievers and as one is converted a new name should be emplaced on the list. 

7. The church contacts should be followed up as part of the strategy. This is the importance of a Sunday School. The Sunday School should be well known in the area. The unbelieving parents who send their children to Sunday School should be followed up by the minister to show friendliness towards them. You may be their only Christian contact.

8. There needs to be a church service follow up. Every visitor should be made to feel welcome but not embarrassed. Never ask a visitor to stand up. After the service have a coffee time and a special room set aside for visitors. It is an advantage to have a service which finishes a bit earlier. The minister follows up the visitors and lets an elder go on the door.

9. Organise visitation and be visible with walking through districts and greeting those you meet. This is far better than driving and parking. The morning should be in the study. Have a meal at home to have time with your wife or family, after lunch visitation. With walking you get exercise and are away from the phone. Plan to visit three or four locations only. Drive to a central location and walk. If you are seen on the street people get to know. You have raised the profile of the church. You are swimming in the sea with the fish. Sit down with street kids, help an old lady. The church needs to draw on the local area. You need to be decently dressed but not suit and tie. 

CHAPTER 49 - APPEAL TO THE FAR OFF ISLANDS OF THE DISTANT SEAS

Even scattered to the ends of the earth the nation of Israel, like the church in our age, has a light function in the world. Matthew 4:14-16. They are to be witnesses wherever they are. This is a chapter that will be fully applied during the Great Tribulational period and the Jewish people will be active world wide in evangelism, and because they are so spread around the Anti-Christ will not be able to silence them all. This is why the re-gathering of Israel has not happened in our day, even with the nation reborn in the land again, for the Lord will not allow them to all return, for they must be scattered to the furtherest corners of the earth until the time when they are to fulfil this passage. Refer to page 26 for the doctrinal study on ISRAEL. 

This chapter reminds us again of the Plan of God, and challenges us again to see things in history God’s way rather than man’s way. The Jews are still scattered around the world and that is important, and the Lord will keep them al over the world, in every country possible, for they have a role in all these places in these last days. Revelation 7:1-17. Refer to the EBCWA CD and read this chapter of Revelation in Dr Peter Moses study of this book, so that you fully understand the role of the Jewish evangelists in the Great Tribulation period and their incredible impact, with vast numbers saved, although facing martyrdom for their faith in this period. 

Those who are saved are in the hundreds of thousands, possibly millions. They are all people who may have received witness from church members before the Great Tribulation begins, but they have resisted the message then. With the church gone and the fulfilment of so many prophecies clearly to be seen, they respond to the Gospel message from the Jewish evangelists then, but many pay the price of being saved years after they should have been, in martyrdom.  Even then, there is great blessing for these people in heaven and they form a group that stands together, separate from the church, as people who praise the glory of God and are honoured for their faith and martyrdom. 

God is gracious, even to the late comers. The Lord’s parable of the men in the marketplace reminds us of that principle. Matthew 20:1-16. God deals with us all in grace, and these people only miss out on the joys of the church age, because they failed to respond then, but they still receive full eternal life and eternal rewards. God is good, God is gracious, God is merciful, God is loving. Refer to page 45 for the doctrinal study on GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD.

1  Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from far; The LORD hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name.

The “Servant of the Lord” now speaks to all the heathen nations of the far off Isles of the Seas. Who is this servant of the Lord? Is it the Lord Jesus himself, the prophet, or is it every minister of the Lord during the Great Tribulation period, and indeed throughout time? As we see the prophet’s words think about who is being referred to here. I believe that it is the Lord Jesus Christ here, speaking as the chief shepherd, the chief servant, to all the under shepherds and servants who follow him through the ages of man. 

Notice first that the person speaking is the servant; the one who serves the Lord. All true servants of the Lord are addressed here, for we are all called to serve the Lord who gave himself for us, following our great Lord, the Saviour of all. He preached to all who would listen, near and far, and he alone has the words of truth. Ephesians 2:14-18.  All men and women are called to hear him and his messengers who carry his words, for to ignore the message of the great servant of the Lord is to ignore God. Matthew 28:18-20, Hebrews 12:25-29. 

He describes himself as having been called to be a servant of the Lord from his mother’s womb. John the Baptist is spoken of this way, as is the Lord himself. Yet all of us have had the Lord’s hand upon us from before our conception, for we are known to him from before time was made. This is the Psalmist’s testimony, and it is also all of ours who love the Lord. Psalms 71:5-9. All of us can look back and give praise for the Lord’s protective hand over us from our mother’s womb right through until this very day. Matthew 1:19-21, Luke 1:12-17, 28-38, 2:8-12. 

Paul speaks of himself in the same way the Psalmist does in Galatians 1:15-17. Peter ties all this together, reminding us all that the Father has predestined us to be his children, and that we are chosen before the foundation of the world. 1 Peter 1:2-5, 18-21. Refer to page 42 for the doctrinal study of GOD – ELECTION AND PREDESTINATION. It is an amazing thing, and too wonderful to fully understand this side of eternity by us who are unable to have a thought that isn’t limited by space and time. It is a glory and the occasion for praise, that he knew our name and called us by name from our mother’s womb. Look back believer and praise God for his wonderful deliverances from evil and death through the years; we are all called according to his purpose, we all have a part to play in the divine drama of redemption. 

2  And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me;

All the imagery here is taken up by John in Revelation and applied to the Lord himself. Revelation 1:16, 2:12, 19:11-16. This would appear to give us the definitive interpretative clue as to who is being referred to in Isaiah’s chapter, the Lord is speaking, and he is speaking to us all, for all who serve the Lord are his ambassadors, and an ambassador stands for the one they represent, and as he stands; as the servants of the most high. We all, that is all the Jewish believers before Pentecost, and all from the Church Age, we all share this position, and in Him and his plan stand as his witnesses, and his servants. We are all called to be holy, we are all called to be like Him. The phrase, “he hath made me”; indicates that the great servant has made all his servants, and all are to serve him and the Father this way.

Three things are referred to about the servants of the great servant in this verse. Firstly our tongues are made like a sharp sword. The Word of God is referred to as the sword of God in scripture, and is compared to a sword both before and after Isaiah’s day. Psalms 45:1-7, Isaiah 11:1-5, Hosea 6:5, Ephesians 6:17, Hebrews 4:12, Revelation 1:16, 2:12, 19:15. Our words are meant to be like the Lord’s words; they are meant to cut deeply into all men, slashing through their excuses and false beliefs and exposing the truth in the deepest parts of the soul.

The second thing spoken of is our secure position as shepherds under the chief shepherd, servants under the great servant. We are hidden, carried in the palm of his hand. Psalms 91:1-2, Isaiah 42:1, 51:16, Luke 23:46, John 10:28-30, Acts 7:25, 11:21. The hand of God stands for both creative and delivering power, and also possession. We hold firmly in our hand a valued possession if it is threatened. We are in the Lord’s hand! We are secure in his hand as his valued servants. We are upheld by his strong right hand; we are protected and lifted up each time we stumble, for we are in his hand and secure in his power. Hallelujah. Psalms 37:17-24, 63:1-8, 145:14-18.

The third image used is of the highly polished and accurately flighted arrow. The best of arrows was straight and polished for aerodynamics, and would in the hand of the expert archer fly straight to their target and pierce it straight through. The next aspect of the image here is being hidden in the Lord’s quiver, and it is missed, or glossed over in some of the commentaries. 

The image is central to Isaiah’s point, as it was to Mordecai in Esther 4:14. The timing of the Lord is central to the work of the believer. We are called to be ready to serve the Lord and do whatever he calls us to at the right time for the specific action we are called to fulfil. For some, they are called to have their whole life as a preparation for one event, while others may be used in the great drama of redemption many times. We are not receiving eternal rewards on the basis of our “much service”, but on fulfilling “our called service”. 

The arrow may be re-used, but it may also have done it’s service with one flight into the heart of the enemy. The Lord calls us to be ready and then to fly to our target when the Lord fires us from his bow. We are in his plan and when we are totally obedient to his plan we do only what he has called us to. It is this for which rewards are given. We are called to be watching our Lord and master and to move into action, Hebrews 12:2, as the Spirit leads and empowers us, to fulfil at the right time his plan in the great battle to which we are called. John 2:4, 3:17, 7:6, 15:18-21, Galatians 4:4. 

3  And said unto me, Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified.

The joy of the believer is that we are all the princes and princesses of God (the meaning of Israel) in Christ Jesus. 1 Peter 2:9-10. We are called his servants by the Lord God and he tells us directly that he will be glorified in and through us. He has promised it to us; we will bring glory to the Lord God through our relationship with Christ Jesus. He is faithful and will bring us through. Refer to page 104 for the doctrinal study, GOD – FAITHFULNESS OF GOD. The Lord is the one in whom all history centres and around whom all meaning exists. In him we have the path of true destiny for saved mankind. The disciples got a glimpse of this on the Mount of Transfiguration. Matthew 17:1-8, John 13:31-32, Philippians 2:5-13.  

4  Then I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought, and in vain: yet surely my judgment is with the LORD, and my work with my God.

When Isaiah sees all this he is overwhelmed with his own sense of inadequacy and past failure. He looks at the Lord as the model servant and sees just how far he falls short of the divine standard. He looks around and feels that he may have wasted all his efforts. All Isaiah could see from the walls of Jerusalem was the burning cities of Judah in ashes and the desolate landscape of a nation destroyed. Had it all been in vain? It is not wrong to feel despair at times. 

As the great Jewish doctor Viktor Frankl said, coming out of Auschwitz, “there are some things, that when they happen, and you don’t lose your mind, it is only because you didn’t have one to lose!” Jeremiah was known as the weeping prophet and for good reason, for he saw the entire nation destroyed by their sinful disobedience, and it is no wonder that Isaiah weeps and falls into despair here. The good thing is that he doesn’t stay there long, for he has the company of the great servant to encourage him, and so do we all in the midst of our dark places.

 At times we will labour with little joy being returned to us, but in Christ we persist, for he sets us the example and provides the strength through the Holy Spirit to continue. John 17:6-10, 2 Corinthians 12:15, Hebrews 12:1-3. Our work is “with the Lord”, and all our efforts are with him for reward. It is his judgment alone that matters of our earthly toil, and let us keep our eyes fixed upon him for his “well done”. Matthew 25:13-30. 

Many seek fame and fortune, many seek renown and respect from their fellows, but the wise man and woman seeks the Lord’s opinion only, for it alone matters eternally. It is given unto us all once to die and then the final assessment of all we have done. It is then that the true value of our work is assessed. 1 Corinthians 3:10-15, Colossians 2:18-19, 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20, 1 John 2:28, 2 John 8. 

5  And now, saith the LORD that formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him, Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the LORD, and my God shall be my strength.

Even though the reality of the nation bringing glory to God is not to be seen in the present day of the prophet it will come to pass. All the promises of God are true and certain, but over some we write, “not yet”. They are certain, just delayed until the right time. Our time is not God’s time! Isaiah 55:8-9. Isaiah, like us, longed to see the full blessing of his beloved people in his own days, but he did not. Like us he had the promise of God to cling to, and the certainty in the Spirit that these days would come. Every day we take communion we are reminded of this, as we lift the cup to our lips and say with the church down the centuries, “until he comes”. 1 Corinthians 11:36.

The hope of Isaiah was the re-gathering of Israel from it’s dispersion. He longed to see the nation whole again, yet it remains a hope and a promise of the Lord, as yet unfulfilled. From 720 BC the Jewish people have been a scattered people, by necessity and by choice, and they will be left in the world, to it’s furtherest corners until they have fulfilled the reason in the plan of God as to why they are now there. 

As we have already seen the very scattering of the Jewish people will serve the greatest purpose during the Great Tribulation period. The Lord will rule, and he will rule in accordance with the plan that comes from eternity past and is secure and certain in all respects. Psalms 110:1-7, John 5:19-29, Ephesians 1:19-23, 1 Peter 3:22. He is the present and future King of kings and Lord of all lords; he has simply not arrived back to claim his throne yet. While we wait we serve him as his ambassadors in the kingdoms of this world that is soon to be completely his, as he made it to be.

6  And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.

The Lord is now directly addressed, and the ministry to the entire world is now mentioned again. The rulership over Israel is a “light thing”. We would say today, “it is no big deal”. It must have seemed overwhelming to Isaiah as he heard these words, but the Lord God tells him that the redemption of Israel is just a minor part in the plan, which will encompass all mankind. All nations are to be brought to hear the truth. 

Seven hundred and thirty years later the Lord Jesus will give his Great Commission and express this prophecy as a command. Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15-16, Luke 24:44-53. Isaiah had a role immediately to teach the remnant as they were restored to the land again after the great sieges around the land had destroyed the forty nine defended cities, but this restoration was but a foretaste of the greater restoration after the Lord returns in glory to take up rulership from Jerusalem. Psalms 98:1-3.

7  Thus saith the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, because of the LORD that is faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose thee.

These are mighty words for Isaiah and remind us that this great prophet’s life ran a close parallel to his lord’s life. He shared the Lord’s rejection by his people and shared a martyr’s death. Isaiah has been faithful as a servant of his lord and has been truthful to these people, speaking for the Lord the Lord’s Word, irrespective of their response to the words. He has been despised and abhorred, and insulted by all, yet kings will bow to him and recognize that he spoke the truth in the end. 1 Corinthians 1:26-31.

All of mankind will be held accountable for the response to the servants of the Lord. Psalms 2:10-12, 72:10-11. We are to be the servants of the rulers of this world, serving them the truths of the Word of God and setting the example of Christian manliness under pressure. Kings would sit in the lesser people’s presence, who had to stand or bow before them, but all will be reversed when the truth is seen. Kings will see the truth and rise from their seats, indicating that they recognize the position of the servant of the King of Kings as superior to their earthly kingship. Princes will worship rather than mock, for they will see the truth. Isaiah had experienced all these things in his ministry; the other members of the royal family had mocked him, but the survivors now bow before him as they behold their shattered country and see that the truth that Isaiah speaks is their only hope.

8  Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to

 inherit the desolate heritages;

The promise is given by the Lord to the people, that there will be blessing again. Salvation will open the door of blessing again. These people have failed in their duty to truth: they have failed in their obligations towards their God who formed them as a nation, but there is still hope in his grace and mercy towards them. Isaiah has felt the bitterness of their rejection of him and his message, and his appeal is to the Lord, as the Psalmist’s was before him. Psalms 69:13-20, Isaiah 50:5-9, Hebrews 5:7-9. 

It is neither sinful nor weak for the man or woman of God to weep as they pray. We can often be broken on the wheel of abuse and hurtful situations we find ourselves in as we stand for the Lord amongst those who mock him. It is not wrong, as we have seen, to fall into despair, it is only foolishness to stay there without fellowshipping with the Lord in the pain we feel. He is the one acquainted with sorrows and griefs. Isaiah 53:3. It is interesting to reflect upon the fact that the greatest verses in the Bible on strength in suffering come fro the servants of the Lord who, in their own day, suffered so much! Gold is not refined except by fire, and these men set us the example of strength under pressure, as they keep plodding on through the pressures they face. 

The Lord reminds them that he has helped them; for they still survive within the walls of their city and the enemy has not fired an arrow over their walls, as the Lord promised.  As the Lord has kept them, he will also deliver them from their enemy. They will continue to be a covenant sign to the people of the earth, so that even 2700 years later the survival of the Jewish people is a sign of the faithfulness of God. They will inherit the desolate places the Assyrians have destroyed and the desert will bloom again. All this will be possible because the Lord will do it. Ephesians 2:11-15. The blessings of restoration of the nation in the latter days of Isaiah are just a foretaste of what will be achieved in the final days of this world when the Lord re-gathers Israel totally from all the ends of the earth. Ezekiel 34:11-28. The next verses refer more to that latter period than to Isaiah’s day directly.

9  That thou mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that are in darkness, Shew yourselves. They shall feed in the ways, and their pastures shall be in all high places.

To stay focused under pressure, to endure personal suffering, to walk in the hardest places of the battlefield; all these things are hard, but they alone open the door to deliverance for those needing it. In the sporting field we refer to this as “doing the hard yards”; slogging towards the opposition’s line with sheer will power driving you. It is this supreme effort that is called for in the Angelic Conflict. 

There are times in life when the effort is super human, and that is why the Holy Spirit is given, for in our own strength there is no hope of keeping moving. If we win this battle over the weaknesses of our human frame and keep moving onwards we will be able to be part of the Lord’s victory, and set the prisoners free and release people, from satanic blindness. Psalms 102:19-23, 107:10-16, 146:1-10, Zechariah 9:11-12, 2 Corinthians 4:4-6, 7-11. There will be blessings for those delivered, and they will receive their food after famine, but all this will occur because the faithful few, the Lord’s choicest servants, kept on serving the Lord and doing the hard yards right up until the end! 

This is our call as the pastors of the Lord’s flock; to fulfil our call and serve in the hard places and walk the hard miles in the Lord’s strength where ours has failed many miles back. In him we can do this, but in ourselves we can do very little; we can do not more than unsaved man in our own strength. We are to wake up each morning to the truth of the battle field we face, and put our armour on and be as tough as the Lord’s call to us demands! As the Lord’s pastors we are to call upon all people to face the reality of the battlefield of the present devil’s world and call upon them to fight for the Lord and his people, and to stand for his truth under pressure. We, as the pastors of the Lord’s flock, we are responsible for obedience to the Lord in these things. Ezekiel 34:7-10, Ephesians 5:8-14. 

10  They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall he guide them.

The Lord meets our legitimate needs and will always do so in abundance in accordance with his plan for our life. At times we will be hungry and thirsty in the battlefields of this life, and at such times we are to cling to the promises of his precious Word, knowing that deliverance will come. The early church practised a twice weekly fast for this reason. They went without solid food between the hours of sun rise and sun set (6am – 6pm) two days a week for concentrated prayer throughout that day. 

They did not do it for reasons of legalism; they were neither trying to win points with God, nor to impress men. Rather they did it to discipline themselves, as a part of their training for battle, so that they could handle testing times when they came on the battlefields of life. A man that cannot stop feeding his grumbling stomach will not achieve much in real physical or spiritual tests. The Lord will bring blessings and meet our needs, but until the deliverance comes we are challenged to be tough under pressure and not be moaners! 

Finally the saved remnant will be led to safety and the Lord will guide them gently through the wilderness paths by streams of water, so they can drink on the way, and through the shade so that the sun does not strike them. God cares for us, and he will deliver us, but the path may be tough for a time before then; let us remember that our troubles “pass away” but his mercy never does.

11  And I will make all my mountains a way, and my highways shall be exalted.

The Lord is ruler of the entire earth. During the days of Noah the deep was broken up, the mountain ranges swelled out of the earth and the earth was changed, but not forever, for the millennial kingdom will apparently be ushered in by equally significant tectonic changes that will put things back to how the earth was in pre-flood days. The mountains will be flattened, or at least ways through opened up between them. The paths of people coming to the Lord will be made easy then; now man must strive in the Spirit to reach the Lord. Today it is a test of volition with all the forces of the enemy ranged against us. We must battle, but in this time Eden will be restored. 

Some on reading this will cry “unfair”. “Why is it that we have had it so tough?” The Millennial Kingdom answers another criticism of Satan and unsaved men; that it was so tough in this age that people found it just too hard to follow the Lord. In the Millennial Kingdom things will be made easy to follow the Lord and after one thousand years of ease, with the only demand, other than morality, being to come to Jerusalem and celebrate each year. Even then the majority of mankind will exercise their volition and go negative to their creator. The toughness of this life does not put off the heart and mind of the person who seeks to love the Lord. Matthew 5:6, John 6:35-40, 10:7-11. 

We have the Holy Spirit to make our paths smooth today. We are without excuse for disobedience, and without reason not to praise God in advance for our deliverance, for it will surely come. Have you praised God already today believer, pastor, for what the Lord will do with your present problems? He will make the mountains smooth; he will open up the way through the difficult places! Hallelujah!!!

12  Behold, these shall come from far: and, lo, these from the north and from the west; and these from the land of Sinim.

People who love the Lord will always express their positive volition in action and in the Millennial Kingdom they will come to see the Lord and worship him in Jerusalem. They will come from the far northern lands, from the far West and from the Eastern lands of the Sinim – the Chinese, Korean, Japanese, and the other eastern peoples. All will worship the Lord and there will not be any nation that does not have a saved remnant within it. We see the church growing strongly in these lands over the last hundred years. This is a testimony to the faithfulness of God and a warning to us that the days grow short before the Lord’s return to this earth. Psalms 72:10-19, Micah 4:2, Zechariah 2:11, 8:20-23, Matthew 8:11, Luke 13:29, Revelation 7:9-10, 11:15. 

13  Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountains: for the LORD hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted.

In that day there is true and world wide rejoicing. Psalms 96:11-13, 98:1-6. For the first time since the Garden of Eden there is righteousness and justice and the peace of God throughout the whole earth. Then the heavens and the earth will sing aloud, with all angelic voices and the voices of all the peoples of the earth united in praise for the creator Saviour and his great plan that has been fulfilled upon the earth. The Lord has then comforted his people and dealt with their affliction. 

Note that the beloved of the Lord are afflicted in the battles of this life, but they are comforted by the Lord afterwards. We are in battle now and there is hardship in battle! Do not let the lies of false theology stop you seeing the truth and thereby rob you of your sanity. It may hurt now at times, because you are in battle; this is not the Millennial Kingdom, it is a site of war with the enemy! The day will dawn when he comforts us all after the battle, and so let us comfort ourselves with this anticipation, and then grit our teeth and be strengthened in the Holy Spirit for the battles of this day. 2 Corinthians 7:4-6, 2 Thessalonians 2:15-17.

14  But Zion said, The LORD hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me.

The prophetic word regarding the future blessings is broken by the complaint of the people of Jerusalem, who feel they have been deserted by the Lord in their present time of distress. Psalms 13:1, 22:1, 31:22, 77:1-9, 89:38-48, Romans 11:1-5. “It is all very well to speak of the future deliverances of the Lord, but what about now?” They are overwhelmed by the sadness of the destruction wrought by the enemy over them and feel destroyed by the events of the last years. The Lord’s answer is expressed in the tenderest terms possible.

15  Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee.

No matter how bad things may get the Love of the Lord for his people is still there. Though they suffer for their sins and at time shave a hard place in the battlefield of this life, his love is ever constant towards those who have been purchased with the precious blood of Christ. Psalms 103:10-18, Malachi 3:17, Matthew 7:7-11, Romans 11:28-36. God’s love is consistently towards all his people.

16  Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me.

Earlier the prophet had said that we were secure in the hands of God, but now he goes even further, with the Lord’s words to us being, that we are engraved upon the palm of his hand. The protective walls of Jerusalem and their strength against the enemy are a constant thought of the Lord, for he cares about the protection of the city. They have not become boring to God, as his worship has been to them for so many years!  Praise God that the Lord does not treat us as we deserve. Psalms 103.

17  Thy children shall make haste; thy destroyers and they that made thee waste shall go forth of thee.

At present all the people, from the youngest to the oldest, all who are able to be active in building defences and repairing the wall are busy doing that. The Lord’s promise to them is that they will be delivered. The destroyers who have been so active in taking apart their nation will leave them and there will be no return of them.  God’s promise is that the walls will stand for this generation. Manasseh will be captured, after a skirmish with the Assyrians, and will be a prisoner and the nation will pay tribute to Assyria, but it will lead to his salvation. 2 Chronicles 33:10-17.  The nation later will suffer defeat, but this time their repentance will lead to their deliverance.

18  Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all these gather themselves together, and come to thee. As I live, saith the LORD, thou shalt surely clothe thee with them all, as with an ornament, and bind them on thee,

 as a bride doeth.

There will be a return of the remnant of survivors and they will become a nation again with these new people adding to their numbers and adorning the population. There will be restoration of pride and joy, and even though through great sadness there will be the rejoicing in this day as of a bride over her future. The evil will be gathered for fire, and the righteous will be gathered for rejoicing. Jeremiah 33:10-11, Matthew 13:37-43, Hebrews 6:9-15.

19  For thy waste and thy desolate places, and the land of thy destruction, shall even now be too narrow by reason of the inhabitants, and they that swallowed thee up shall be far away. 20  The children which thou shalt have, after thou hast lost the other, shall say again in thine ears, The place is too strait for me: give place to me that I may dwell.

Ezekiel 36:8-15. There will be joy and prosperity in that day of full restoration when the land will not be large enough for all the people that are there, and their enemies will be “far away” in hell! Psalms 56:1-4, Hosea 1:10-11. Many have lost children through the great sufferings they have been through, and their new children will speak up one day and say, “this land is too small for us all”.  These parents are both presently overcome with grief at their lost children, killed by the enemy, but also they do not think that they can be happy again, let alone refill the land with people. Their tears will be washed away and the land will be refilled.  

21  Then shalt thou say in thine heart, Who hath begotten me these, seeing I have lost my children, and am desolate, a captive, and removing to and fro? and who hath brought up these? Behold, I was left alone; these, where had they been? 22  Thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people: and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders.

The women and men of the land are baffled at just how many children they now have and how they have been blessed after such a terrible slaughter of the population. The Lord restores the years that the locusts of war have removed. Joel 2:21-25. The very enemies of the people will be active in bringing back the children to the land and it will be done with joy and blessing. Matthew 24:29-33, Romans 11:26-31. The saved remnant from all the nations will have played their part in saving the Jewish evangelists of the Great Tribulation, indeed at risk of their lives they have fed and protected them through this time and the Lord will reward them for it. Matthew 10:34-42, Mark 9:38-41, Luke 21:20-31. 

23  And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers: they shall bow down to thee with their face toward the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD: for

 they shall not be ashamed that wait for me. 24  Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful captive delivered?

The Jewish people will, in that day, be honoured above all people, for they have suffered more than any people, and the whole saved world will see the debt they all owe to Israel. Those with noble birth will act as nurses and tutors to the young Jewish orphans who have come through the Great Tribulation period. There will be a total desire on the part of all the saved of every nation to serve the people of God who have suffered so much to bring the truth to them. Psalms 2:10-12, 68:31-35, 72:10-11, 126:1-6. 

All will acknowledge that the Lord is the God of Israel in that day and all will serve him in truth and show their service to the people of God. The Lord will not allow his good name to be abused, and all of us that wait upon him can depend upon the fact that we will not be made ashamed. We have the Lord’s Word upon this! The people have “little faith”, and they are challenged to greater faith in Christ Jesus, for their security depends upon the character and promises of God, not their greatness or nobility. No one takes away a strong man’s spoils, for the strong man will deal to you! How much more so are we secure as the Lord’s possessions? Luke 11:21-22.  

25  But thus saith the LORD, Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered: for I will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy children. 26  And I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh; and they shall be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine: and all flesh shall know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.

Even the most powerful of people will have their captives seized from them, but the Lord will not, and he will deliver his own by his mighty arm of power. Israel will survive; no-one will ever be allowed to destroy them as a people. Jeremiah 31:35-37. He will deliver all the captives and he will “contend” with those who hold his people. The Lord will pay all accounts that are due and none will escape his justice. Jeremiah 50:17-20, Zechariah 9:12-17, Romans 8:31-39, Hebrews 2:14-15, 1 John 3:8, Revelation 18:20ff. It is quite a violent verse the last one in this chapter, but it is appropriate given the great violence done to the people of Israel through the years by some of these peoples. They will receive the just recompense of reward for their evils. The whole world will know who is “The Lord of all” after the judgment of the peoples who opposed his plan. Psalms 9:16-20, 58:10-11, 83:9-18.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Judgment is secure and certain. The Lord will move to deal with all who have opposed his hand and abused his people. We are all urged to leave our case for justice for wrongs we have received firmly in the Lord’s hands. Vengeance is the Lord’s! Deuteronomy 32:35, Psalms 94:1, Romans 12:19, Hebrews 10:30.

2. 
The Jewish people will survive, that is not even in doubt, irrespective of what is done by perverse governments and United Nations committees. We can be a part of the plan and share in the plan’s glory or we can ignore this great part of the plan. Every believer ought to take a deep and vital interest in Israel and local Jewish affairs, for they are the next torch bearers after the church, and their destiny is central to mankind. Let us always lift up our voice with God’s people Israel. They are set aside for a time but they will re-enter their place in their Messiah Y’Shua, the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us do all we can to be part of this part of God’s great plan.

3. 
Israel will be honoured in that day as they ought to be now. The peoples of all the world will rejoice in the survival of Israel. There will be rejoicing in that day of the Lord’s return like never seen on the earth before, and there will be honour to the people who have carried the truth through the terrible years of the Great Tribulation period, and there will be rewards given to all those who stood with them through those dark days.

4. 
We are challenged again to see history God’s way rather than man’s way. We are challenged to interpret events in terms of the plan of God for the ages. God’s Word is so clear for all to see and hear, and his plan will be fulfilled. Let us rejoice in advance about what will occur.

5. 
All of us now are working to lay a foundation for the knowledge of the Jewish people who will after the removal of the Church become the light bearers for the gospel message and they will be very successful in their work. They will be protected by being far flung and they will be supported by people of all nations who have heard the truth, perhaps from us, and have then, after our removal, got with the message and heed the words of the Jewish evangelists. 

Our role now is to ensure everything is ready for these evangelists and their supporters. This is why we have launched our web site and CDs and broadcast them so widely as the Lord opens doors; every door a CD or book enters is another “corner” where the truth exists and makes it harder for the enemy to hide the truth from people in those days. We work for the people of these days right now! 

6. 
As you read through the first verses of this chapter you are challenged to be like the portrait of the Lord, and to ensure that the sharp two edged sword of the Spirit is active through your mouth. As we give out the Word we are to be encouraged by the security of our place in the Lord; we are secure in Him. In the place of security in his wonderful hands we are also encouraged to see that each of us have a unique part to play in the plan of God. 

We are arrows in his quiver, for him to fire at the right time into the right target. Let us be ready for use, but not use crow bars to open doors, for they will be the wrong ones if we open them! We are in the Lord’s hands for direction and if we relax with him we will be secure in our flight to the target of his choosing. Let us not do another’s work, but only ever our own!

7. 
To despair is not to sin. As we saw, it is normal to lose your mind at times of extreme stress and trauma. We have a great Saviour and we can enjoy his fellowship in the dark places of this world, for we stand with him. We are on the battlefield of the Angelic Conflict, not the playing field! It is overwhelming at times and great suffering may be our lot as we advance to our assigned position on the field as directed by our Lord. We are “In Him” and we are secure with his protection and the Holy Spirit’s power to guide and strengthen us. We can take our moments of brokenness to the Lord who went to the cross for us! He calls us to the fellowship of his suffering and is with us in the midst of it; to keep our focus in the midst of all suffering, because we have our eyes on him. Philippians 3:8-11.

8. 
At times we march forward and at other times we plod by sheer will power in the Spirit. The only important thing is that we keep looking into the face of our Lord and keep facing the right way as we advance in obedience to the task he has given us. There is no haste in the Lord’s path; only determined effort to advance in the assigned tasking.

9. 
Are we testing ourselves as part of our Christian training? The weekly fasts were a part of early church life to train young believers to not listen to their stomach, but to follow their spirit. This can be a good tool to strengthen our faith and focus our mind on prayer, not our bodies. 

10. 
He will make a pathway through the mountains of our life! Have you praised him today for tomorrow’s deliverances? We do not need to wait until the deliverance is seen, for it is as real now as it will be when we see it for it has been there since eternity past!

CHAPTER 50 - THE DIVORCE THAT WASN’T!

The Lord makes it clear that he has not asked for, nor issued any divorce proceedings against Israel. They remain his and they will be until the end of time. He remains ready to save them, he has persisted in his care over them, and he exhorts them to trust him and re-enter their relationship in power and with hope. In Deuteronomy 24:1-4 the rules for divorce are given, and clearly both Israel and Judah have sinned greatly, with spiritual adultery many times being expressed. Mark 10:2-12. The Lord has been gracious, but Israel goes out in 720 BC, and finally Judah will follow in 586 BC. There is still hope for the nation in Isaiah’s day, but by the days of Jeremiah the last chance will have been rejected by the rump of the rebellious nation. Jeremiah 3:1, 7-15, 22-23.   

1  Thus saith the LORD, Where is the bill of your mother's divorcement, whom I have put away? or which of my creditors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, for your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away.

The mother of the people is the nation itself. They are in as great a danger as the Northern Kingdom of Israel was in 725 BC when Hosea wrote to them. Hosea 2:1-7, 3:4-5. Israel “played the harlot” spiritually and so went into captivity and death, yet even then there would be restoration, and there was under Cyrus. Even though Judah has sinned greatly they have not gone too far at this point and have not been handed the “bill of divorcement” as Israel was. The divorce of Israel was “legitimate”, yet even there, God will deal with the remnant by grace and they will be able to be a part of the restoration under Nehemiah. The ten tribes were never “lost”, for all the saved among them were either secured in Judah before Samaria fell, or those saved through their captivity were able to be restored with Nehemiah.

The imagery of divorce was particularly strong for these people, and this must reflect what was being said in the streets at the time. The total destruction of the countryside must have led many to feel that the Lord had deserted them, as he had the Northern Kingdom twenty years before. Isaiah’s words remind them of the facts; which is always a good strategy for the pastor teacher. The Lord has not left them at all, but they have left him. They are under discipline but not forsaken. Jeremiah 4:14-18, Hebrews 12:5-13. 

The Lord also asks them if he has sold them to his creditors; as if he had any! The Lord mocks their concerns with inescapable logic. There is no way these people are cast away, for that is not the Lord’s way with his people; any setting aside is for a time and for repentance and restoration. Greater blessing is always the Lord’s plan for his own. Zechariah 7:4-12. 

They had sold themselves into slavery to other gods and their people. Their sins had separated them from fellowship with their true lord and master, but he was still their lord and master, and he still cared for and loved them. Their challenge is to stop moaning and trust their Lord again. Hebrews 4:6-12, 16. 

2  Wherefore, when I came, was there no man? when I called, was there none to answer? Is my hand shortened at all, that it cannot redeem? or have I no power to deliver? behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the rivers a wilderness: their fish stinketh, because there is no water, and dieth for thirst.

The Lord’s complaint to them is that there was no response to his calls to them. No man stood up as a godly man and answered the Lord’s call to them to repent. Proverbs 1:22-24. There was no response to the words of the Lord through his prophets; the people ignored the truth, or actively rebelled against it. The Lord then asks two questions of them. Firstly he asks if there is a power shortage on his part, or if there ever can be a power shortage? Genesis 18:14. He can always save them, and in his time, in accordance with his plan he will save them all. Isaiah 59:1-2. Even in the darker days of Jeremiah this deliverance would still be possible, had the people responded. Jeremiah 5:1, 7:13, 8:6-7, 35:15. 

The Lord God of Israel is the one who has dried up the seas and made the river Jordan to run dry so that the fish died on the dried up sea or river bed. Exodus 14:18ff, Joshua 3:15-17. The Lord rules and he will act to save his people. There is neither lack of power, nor lack of will on his part. The only question is, will the people respond.

3  I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their covering.

The Lord will deliver and as a sign of this power he tells the people that he has the power to darken the heavens themselves. This will happen at the time of the Lord’s second advent. Isaiah 13:9-10, Ezekiel 32:7-8, Joel 2:10, 3:15, Zechariah 14:6, Matthew 24:29, Mark 13:24, Luke 21:25-27. The darkness will be broken by the Lord’s coming.  As we have gone through the chapters of Isaiah we have seen that the Great Tribulation is a lot more scary than most commentators identify; there are few survivors from the hundreds of millions of man. It is possible that fewer than 5% of the population of the world come through that time as the saved remnant! The final days will be darkened, just as the Cross was darkened when the Lord hung upon it. Matthew 27:45, Luke 23:44-45. Unsaved men will despair of life itself in those dark hours. Luke 23:27-31. 

4  The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.

The nature and person of the Saviour is now introduced to the people. As we go through this entire section until the end of the book we will notice, as has been previously noted, that Isaiah mixes the first and second advent, as a man would confuse two great mountains as one, when seen from a great distance, for from the angle he observes he cannot see the great valley between them. Here we have the Lord introduced and in subsequent chapters more will be revealed of his person and work. As from Isaiah 49:4 – it is the true servant of the Lord – the Messiah who speaks here in the form of a soliloquy.

 The Lord God has given his true servant a tongue to speak truth and glory.  Psalms 45:1-2. He has wisdom and learning that surpasses all that of man and he gives to men the truth fully. He speaks appropriately, “in season”, and with words of comfort to those who are weary of the battles of life. Proverbs 15:23, Matthew 11:28, 12:20, 13:54, 22:46. He wakens each morning with fresh revelation for the people of God; with clear words for the day. Those who rise early to the Word of God will prosper in their work for the Lord. It is a truth in ministry that the men who sleep in achieve very little for their Lord. Psalms 57:8-11, 63:1-4. To wake the ear and then hear the words of the Lord is the best way to start each day ad to make each day count for the Lord.

5  The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back.

The Lord was totally obedient to the Father in all aspects of the work of the incarnation. Philippians 2:5-11. He didn’t turn his back upon the plan of God but followed through all the way to the end. John 8:29, 14:31, 15:10, 19:28-30, Hebrews 5:7-12, 10:5-10. The Lord sets us the example of humble submission to the plan of God and the importance of following through to the end of the race that is set for us. Psalms 40:6-11, 2 Timothy 4:6-8, Hebrews 12:1.

6  I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting.

We are now clear about where we stand, as we listen to the Lord speaking here. He quietly and powerfully tells us that he will face the testing of the evil men of his age before he even gets to the cross itself. The Lord’s volition was tested before he got to the final act and so will ours be. We are to draw on the same spiritual strength as he did, and walk in the power of the Holy Spirit. Micah 5:1-2, Mark 14:65, 15:19, Luke 22:63-71, John 18:22, Hebrews 12:1-3. The Lord did not allow the hatred of evil men to distract him from his task upon the earth, and neither must we. All evil can do is distract us from the path of righteousness; Satan cannot create, he can only turn us away from the truth. The call for all of us is to persevere on the path of righteousness in the same strength as our Lord showed.

7  For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.

There is absolute certainty in the Lord’s words here, for he knows he is totally obedient to the plan, and so he is secure in the protection that the plan gives it’s servants. The Lord will suffer, and he will die but it will be in accordance with the will of the Lord and glory will come from it. There is no fear, nor regret, for he is in the plan and the plan will bring glory to God’s name. This is the mental attitude of the true servant of the Lord God almighty. 1 Peter 4:1, 14-16. 

It is important to look to the Father’s approval only, and see the thoughts of men as the irrelevancy that they are. Jeremiah 1:17-19, Ezekiel 3:8-11, Luke 9:51, 11:37-52.  Ask yourself Christian, do you really care about the thoughts of a pagan towards you? If a person hates the Lord who bought you with his blood, do you then care about his opinion of you? It is only the Lord’s opinion of us that will make us ashamed, not the temporary opinions of fleeting man!

8  He is near that justifieth me; who will contend with me? let us stand together: who is mine adversary? let him come near to me.

This verse is likely where Paul gets the power and joy from to write Romans 8:28-39. The one who justifies us is near always; for he is within us for power and focus, and he stands with us for service. With God alongside and within us, who is it that can stand against us? Can the enemy win against God? Then go the next step Christian, if you stand for God, can anyone stand against you? How secure do you feel? In Him you can be secure and certain of the outcomes that the plan opens up. Psalms 27:1, 1 Timothy 3:16.

9  Behold, the Lord GOD will help me; who is he that shall condemn me? lo, they all shall wax old as a garment; the moth shall eat them up.

The absolute confidence expressed by the Lord in the Father’s plan and power is the example for us in our distress. We can stand in the plan of God with certainty and calm in crisis, for in the plan there is security, for he will come to deliver us. Those who want to argue or confront will all grow old and die, their clothes will all be moth eaten, but the one who comes to rescue us is the Lord God of all. Psalms 102:26-28. 

10  Who is among you that feareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the LORD, and stay upon his God.

This is a direct call to all of us who would be the true servants of the Lord. We are to stand with the Lord in all these things. Note the steps to powerful service. Firstly we are to be in awe of the Lord; to fear the Lord, remembering who he is. Then we are reminded that being obedient to the servant of the Lord is vital if we would serve God; we cannot honour God without honouring the Son, and that means obeying his words. John 15:9-14. Even if we are called to walk in the darkness without any source of light, we are challenged to still trust in the Lord and draw light from the source within our soul for the dark places of this world. Psalms 27:13-14, 28:7, 40:1-4, 42:11, 62:8, John 8:12, 12:46.  There are times when there is no light at all and the believer must just cling to the presence of the Lord within; that is our call, and our Lord did this as the example to us all.  

11  Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.

There is a choice for each man and woman, it is, whose light shall we walk in? Psalms 20:7-8, Jeremiah 17:5-8. Do we walk in the light of the fires that man can kindle, or do we walk in the light of the fire of God’s truth burning within our heart? We are called to walk in the light of doctrine, not the fires of man. If you must light your own fire and reject the light and warmth of the Lord, then walk in it, but you will lie down in sorrow! There will be regret for those who reject the truth. Romans 1:20-23, 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10.  

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
It is unpopular to speak of choice when heaven or hell, are the result of the choice, but these are the odds in the race of life. We stand for God or we stand against Him; and we stand for his truth or we stand for the lies of the enemy, or our own thoughts instead of the creators. When we select the works of man over the work of God we walk on the dangerous side of life, and we must face the certainty, and reality of judgment. This is the “flip side” message to the Gospel and it is our responsibility to speak openly of it.

2. 
God does not “divorce” his family members. We are accepted in the beloved and are secure within his grace, mercy, love and provisions. We may be under discipline, but we are never forsaken. 2 Timothy 2:13.

3. 
God calls to us through his preachers, prophets and through his Word that is open to be read and heard. People do not see that they are ignoring the Lord today, they are just too busy for their Creator and Saviour! When people ignore the Word of God they ignore their God. Let us be fearful of judgment over the wasted hours and days of TV watching! We will be held to account for this wasted time; the scriptures make that plain! Romans 14:10-13, Ephesians 5:16-17, 2 Timothy 4:5.

4. 
Do you rise early to feed upon the Word of God and to fellowship with the Lord through prayer? Do you rise to give him glory and honour his holy name? Do you rise each day with the sole desire to serve the one who paid the price for you with his blood? We are to be driven in these matters! Let us not waste our days on fluff and nonsense! 

5. 
The Lord sets us the example of complete trust and confidence in the plan and purposes of the father, and we are to copy this faith in our own daily lives. The same Holy Spirit empowers and leads us, and so we are to trust the Lord in the dark places of this world and lean not on our own understanding in any thing. We may be called to walk down very dark paths, but the Lord is with us and if his Word is powerfully alive within us then we can lean on him and move ahead with confidence.

CHAPTER 51 - FOLLOW ABRAHAM AND SARAH 

PRINCIPLE:  STAND UPON YOUR GODLY HERITAGE BY SERVING THE LORD AS YOUR ANCESTORS SERVED HIM; IN FAITH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS.

We look back, not hankering for a past day, but to draw strength from godly past examples. We look back, if we are wise, to our fathers and mothers in faith, and Abraham and Sarah are two early godly examples of failure and faith. They are great because they never accepted that their failures stopped the grace and plan of God. They saw with eyes of faith and served the Lord with their hearts and minds stabilized upon him. They failed, fell over, got up and looked again to the one who had called them to great things and kept moving forwards to the goal He had set for them. Our failures do not stop the God of grace and mercy from blessing us. 

1  Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the LORD: look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged.

The path back to blessing after failure of any sort is the path of righteousness and obedience to the truth once more. Sin digs a hole into which the digger falls! Sin is both stupidity and time wasting; it distracts us from the correct path for our life. Psalms 94:12-14, Proverbs 15:8-10, 21:21. Back on the path of righteousness we can be the people the Lord intends us to be. Matthew 5:6, Romans 9:30 – 10:4. It is our “occupation with Christ”, having our hearts and minds focused upon him, that keeps us safe on the right road. It is righteousness that comes from a living daily relationship with him. To walk the path of righteousness we walk the path of loving our Lord, and each other. Romans 14:19, Philippians 3:13-17, 1 Timothy 6:11-12, 2 Timothy 2:22-26.

We are challenged to look deep and long into the rock from which we are cut, and also into the pit from which we have been rescued; dug out by the person and work of Christ for us. We are built upon the rock and that rock is faith in Christ! Refer to the doctrinal study on CHRIST – ROCK. How long is it since you have praised God for the multiple blessing received at salvation? How long since we reflected upon our “great salvation”? Ephesians 2:4, Hebrews 2:3. We are blessed people, and ought every day to rise up and bless the Lord who has blessed us in all these things. Psalms 105:1-6. We were taken from the pit of sin and death, and have been lifted up to heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Ephesians 2:5-6, 11-13. Refer to the doctrinal study on CHRISTIAN LIFE – GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION.

2  Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I called him alone, and blessed him, and increased him.

Abraham was also built upon the rock of his faith in Christ, and so like Peter he became a “rock man” through grace by faith. Matthew 16:18, 1 Corinthians 10:4. The image of God as the rock is common in the Psalms, and faith in the rock, upon which we can rest, and within which we can protect ourselves, are powerful symbols of the grace, mercy and love of God towards us. Psalms 18:2, 31, 46, 27:5, 28:1, 31:2, 40:2, 42:9, 61:2, 62:2-7, 71:3, 89:26, 92:15, 94:22. We are cut from the rock of faith and that is beautifully portrayed in the life of Abraham, our mutual father in faith. Romans 4:1-16, Galatians 3:6-18, Hebrews 11:1-2, 6, 17-19.   Refer to the study of the life of ABRAHAM. He was a man who illustrates the grace and power of God to bless against the human odds.

Abraham’s life is a journey of faith. He leaves one place and arrives in another, and must walk each and every day in prayerful dependence upon the Lord his God. Genesis 12:1-3, 15:1-2, 17:15-17, 18:9-15. They fail and doubt, but they also recover their faith and keep plodding forwards in the strength of the Lord and rise up each day to bless the one who called them to advance in his grace path. Romans 4:1-5, 16-25. The Lord delivers Abraham and just so are we delivered; by grace through faith, which we celebrate through deeds of righteousness. Read through the prayer in Nehemiah 9:5-37. Here we see this generation remembering the deeds of God to deliver them and they lay their claim to grace again for their generation through faith. This is the pattern for all who are truly built upon the rock.

3  For the LORD shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.

The promise is clear; the Lord will bring comfort to Zion. Psalms 85:8, Zephaniah 3:14-20. David’s city will be blessed and the people will be delivered. The wasteland will become fruitful again. The wilderness areas and the deserts will bloom as the Garden of Eden. This has not happened, even now, although some like to speak of the deserts blooming as the rose. 

Today they bloom by means of man’s irrigation systems, but then they will bloom because the rains will come regularly and all their inner fertility will be released for the first time. It is not just water, but joy, gladness, thanksgiving and song, all will be found in the land that day. Jeremiah 33:11, 1 Peter 1:8-9, Revelation 19:6-7.

4  Hearken unto me, my people; and give ear unto me, O my nation: for a law shall proceed from me, and I will make my judgment to rest for a light of the people.

Once again the Lord tells them to listen and really hear and understand the things the Lord has for them to apply into their personal and national life. In relationship with the Lord we have an amazing position of blessing. Psalms 33:12, 106:5, 1 Peter 2:9-10. The Lord is the law giver for the new millennium and his law rules the last age of this world’s history for the one thousand years of perfect environment that occurs then. Micah 4:1-4. We already have the “Law of the Spirit”, but there will be more! Romans 8:2-4. What we see today is a glimpse of the great law of the millennium, when the Beatitudes will form the base for a great law code that will rule the world in justice and righteousness. The law of the Lord will be like light to the world. Psalms 119:105, Proverbs 4:23, Matthew 12:18-21, Luke 1:76-79.

5  My righteousness is near; my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the people; the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm shall they trust.

Salvation is always near by to those who fear the Lord and are obedient to his commands. Psalms 85:8-11, John 5:22-23, Romans 1:16-17, 10:6-10. The Lord sends his salvation to his own, and will cause cleansing rivers of life to flow to cleanse and bring physical “salvation” to the whole earth healing the terrible pollution that man has brought in the last years of this world’s history. Ezekiel 47:1-9.  He will judge the world and execute all judgment and justice for the entire thousand years. Psalms 50:4-6, 67:4, 96:13, 98:9, Romans 15:8-13.  The furtherest islands of the seas will “wait upon the Lord” and be recharged and guided by his right arm, and will rest secure in his judgment and wisdom. Hebrews 5:7-10, 9:11-15. 

6  Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished.

When men correctly see the temporary nature of the heavens and the earth they will correctly orient themselves to reality! We are all temporal and will die, and we live now in a universe that will be destroyed and replaced by another one day beyond time! Just to say this moves us beyond “the bounds of sense” for us, for we cannot have a thought that isn’t limited by space and time, yet the universe of space and time will be dissolved into eternity and infinity one day and the Lord will make another. God is beyond our universe, yet it’s author and Saviour! We need to look up and around and identify that we are just limited people in a limited world, and one day it will all be wrapped up like a blanket and put away forever. Psalms 102:24-28, Matthew 24:35, 2 Peter 3:10-13. During the Great Tribulation the Lord will shake the entire earth, but that is but a foretaste of the last actions for this world after the Millennium. Revelation 6:12-17, 20:11-21:1.

We like to think of ourselves as pretty special, but we are just like the insects who live in our rotten old clothing, for they die just like us also! It is a beautiful, or shocking, analogy for the Lord to draw, but it is full of humour. Man who complains is just like the lice in his dirty old tunic; he dies and rots! Even though the bodies of men die and rot the salvation and righteousness of the Lord last forever, and all who share in them go into the next world to worship him forever there in that glorious place. John 10:27-30, 17:2, 16-26, 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17.

7  Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings.

Now the Lord gives encouragement to the people who are feeling the pressures of men in the present day. We can have serious revilings directed at us in today’s world. It is able to be taken without distress if we keep our eyes fixed on him and his final victory. The upward glance to the Lord will always stabilize the soul of the believer under pressure. All those who revile us will themselves die and be no more, but those who serve the Lord will be blessed and rewarded forever. Philippians 3:7-11, Titus 2:11-14. 

With the Lord’s law in our hearts our feet are on stable ground, and we can be secure in places that would otherwise unhinge us. Psalms 37:31, 40:7-11, 2 Corinthians 3:3. With God’s stabilizing Word in our hearts we are in the strong place of faith when we are reviled by foolish and hate filled men, not the unstable ground of fear. If we have doctrine as the garrison of our soul we have inner strength, knowing we are in good company; for the enemy attacked the Lord and all the prophets and apostles before us. We are to stabilize our minds under pressure in the promises of the Word of God and the inner presence of the Holy Spirit, who will either bring us through or lead us into glory with rejoicing, as he did with Stephen, who saw the Lord rise from his seat to welcome him into heaven. Matthew 5:11-12, 10:26-31, 24:9-14, Luke 6:22-23, 12:4-5, 21:14-19, John 15:18-21, Acts 5:41, 7:55-56, 59-60.

8  For the moth shall eat them up like a garment, and the worm shall eat them like wool: but my righteousness shall be for ever, and my salvation from generation to generation.

As moths destroys cloth and worms destroy flesh, so there will be nothing left of what these people worship; their bodies and their adornments. Their finery will be eaten by the moths and their bodies by the worms in the earth. 

After several years there is only dust left of man, often even the bones have been dissolved by the chemicals of the earth, although they may survive. All that is left is, at best the image of death; the skull and the bones! These people are so powerful and feel they are so important, yet they are just bags of bones, food for moths and worms! The great English Playwright William Shakespeare took these thoughts and crafted his great soliloquy, “Alas poor Yorrick…”, in his play Hamlet. 

The Lord through Isaiah, and later Shakespeare, uses the black humour of the grave digger to mock the false pride or fancy men and women who, “strut and fret their weary hour upon the stage” of life, and then are gone forever! All come to dust, and only what is done for the Lord lasts. It is not the great tomb on earth that marks a dead man as great, it is only his spiritual legacy! What really matters in your life believer? What are you doing pastor that has lasting value? Only righteousness lasts forever, and only the message and reality of God’s salvation goes on from generation to generation as a gracious provision of a loving God. 

9  Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD; awake, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon?

The redeemed of the Lord say “amen” loudly here. They call the Lord to deliver them now. They ask for the Lord to “awake”, but he is not asleep! They still have not got the truth clearly in their minds. It is they who need to waken to doctrine and apply truth! God will deliver them but they must be ready, and they are not at this point. They are asking for the right things to be done and they have identified that the Lord was the one who defeated the Pharaoh of Egypt and the power of their crocodile headed gods. They may be quoting the Psalmist here. Psalms 44:22-26. Rahab and the dragon were both symbols of the nation of Egypt and it’s Pharaoh. 

10  Art thou not it which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep; that hath made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass over?

The Exodus generation are referred to as “the ransomed” here, as they are by Paul and the author of Hebrews. 1 Corinthians 10:1-2, Hebrews 11:29. They are reminded again and again of God’s power to deliver in hopeless situations, for that is the one they find themselves as a nation in again. There is no human deliverance that can be given from the Assyrian army outside the city of Jerusalem. They must look to the Lord alone. Psalms 74:10-19.

11  Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.

Isaiah echoes his other, possibly earlier, message in Isaiah 35:10. There is no singing procession to the old city of David within the walls in this day, with the enemy outside the gates, but there will be once they are defeated by the Lord’s angel. These people, once delivered, expressed their joy in the Lord through songs of praises around the king’s palace on the hill of Zion. 

Believers who are conscious of their status as “the redeemed” of the Lord will bind together in prayer, in bible study, in worship, and in praise they will glorify the Lord together. Acts 2:41-47. The “eternal life perspective” that these people show indicates that there is something more happening here, and that these words may find their lasting fulfilment only in the Millennial Kingdom, after the Lord’s final victory. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18. The people of the days of Isaiah right through to our own days will have sorrow at times, but the Millennial saints will see the end of sorrow upon the earth. Revelation 7:17, 21:1-4, 22:1-5.

12  I, even I, am he that comforteth you: who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a man that shall die, and of the son of man which shall be made as grass;

The divine “I AM” is used again here to keep constantly before these people, and ourselves, that the Lord is the self existent one who rules forever and is the power and authority. John 8:58, 14:18-26. The Lord is the God of all comfort, for in his provisions are everything we can ever need for this life and the next. Psalms 118:6-9, 2 Corinthians 1:3-5, 7:5-6. The challenge through the ages is to do what is right, and place our lives firmly into the Lord’s hands. Daniel 3:16-18. 
We are not to be afraid of the attacks of men who will die like the Summer grass, but are to see all attacks in terms of eternal realities. Psalms 90:3-6, 12.  The rewards of heaven are to be more important than the troubles of time. The Lord understands our weaknesses and deals with us in accordance with grace. We need to understand our own and live in the bright light of eternity rather than the candle of time. Psalms 103:10-17, 138:2.

13  And forgettest the LORD thy maker, that hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth; and hast feared continually every day because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy? and where is the fury of the oppressor?

The greatest danger the unsaved people of the earth are in throughout world history is that they forget the creator of the universe and ignore his righteous demands upon them. When you forget the reality of the creation you will find yourself being in fear of all sorts of things and people. Isaiah is simply doing what Moses did many years before; making the truth clear for all to see. Deuteronomy 32:1-4, 18, 45-47. 

The result of their lack of faith and worship of the true God, is that they stand daily in fear of the oppressors around them. They fear every day that the enemy is going to destroy them, whereas the truth is, they remain under the power and protection of their God. Psalms 76:10-11, 102:25-28. Nebuchadnezzar learned this only after years of madness. Daniel 4:27-37, Colossians 1:15-17.

14  The captive exile hasteneth that he may be loosed, and that he should not die in the pit, nor that his bread should fail.

The context here indicates the significance of this verse. These are the people who are straining to deliver themselves from captivity, constantly exerting themselves to break bonds that only the Lord can break, constantly stressing about not having enough food when only the Lord can make sure that they have food. When we are helpless we need to learn quickly to trust the Lord, or else we will simply waste energy. 

The Lord expects us to work for our living until we physically cannot, and then he does the work for us and will provide. Paul sets the example in this, by working for his living right up until the day he became a prisoner of the Romans. These people in jails in Isaiah’s day, and during the Great Tribulation, need to know that the Lord alone can deliver them, and they are ordered to rest in his provisions for them. If we find ourselves in a prison not of our own making, then we too are to trust in the deliverance of the Lord. Jeremiah 38:6-13, Daniel 6:14-28.

15  But I am the LORD thy God, that divided the sea, whose waves roared: The LORD of hosts is his name. 16  And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people.

The Lord now repeats the reality and promises we have already seen. Firstly the people need to stabilize themselves in the reality of who God is. Amos 9:5-6. The roaring of the waves is nothing to the Lord, for he eliminates their power with a wave of his hand. Psalms 89:9, Mark 4:37-40. The believers have had the Word of the Lord given to them and they have it “in their mouth” ready to apply into daily life. They have been carried along in the protecting shadow of the hand of God. Why has the Lord carried them through the centuries? The answer may surprise many people here. The reason the Lord has carried all believers is that he has a new heaven and a new earth to prepare for us all; it is waiting there for us in the mind of God and he will create it for us forever! Deuteronomy 37:27, 29, 2 Peter 3:13, Revelation 21-22.

17  Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand of the LORD the cup of his fury; thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup of trembling, and wrung them out. 18  There is none to guide her among all the sons whom she hath brought forth; neither is there any that taketh her by the hand of all the sons that she hath brought up.

The people of Jerusalem have drained the cup of suffering through the centuries; the people there have suffered more than any people from the evils of unsaved men. The Lord has been far more angry at the Jewish people than at any other people, for they received more blessing and information than any other and ignored more! Their attitude was the more disgraceful because the grace they received was the more extensive. Psalms 60:3, 75:8-10, 76:10. They have paid in full for their sins in this matter; they have drunk the wine of God’s wrath to the end and wrong the wine skin dry. 

They have no more debt to pay for their sin, not just because they have suffered, but because they are forgiven and redeemed by the actions of the Lord himself. Refer to page 27 for the doctrinal study on REDEMPTION. Even though the people are prolific breeders and have many children, there are none who can guide them and lead them to safety. There is no godly and wise leadership left. The good news is that none are needed, for the Lord has guided them and led them in the ways they ought to walk.

19  These two things are come unto thee; who shall be sorry for thee? desolation, and destruction, and the famine, and the sword: by whom shall I comfort thee? 20  Thy sons have fainted, they lie at the head of all the streets, as a wild bull in a net: they are full of the fury of the LORD, the rebuke of thy God.

These two judgments have come upon them for their disobedience. Who out there will be sorry for them?  They will yet receive even more disasters because of their unbelief and lack of obedience to the Word of the Lord. The only person who can comfort them is the Lord, and they must turn to him to receive that comfort. They will eventually be comforted, but will this nation in Isaiah’s day receive it? They will receive the full discipline of the fifth cycle of national discipline because of their persistence in disobedience. 

The soldiers lie dead in the streets and even though they are furious at the enemy, they are trapped like a wild bull in a strong net. They are incapable of delivering themselves because the Lord’s hand is against them. They are beaten and will go into captivity because of their persistency in evil. Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 32. Refer to the doctrinal studies of DELIVERANCE, and ISRAEL – NATIONAL DISCIPLINE.

21  Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and drunken, but not with wine: 22  Thus saith thy Lord the LORD, and thy God that pleadeth the cause of his people, Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs of the cup of my fury; thou shalt no more drink it again: 23  But I will put it into the hand of them that afflict thee; which have said to thy soul, Bow down, that we may go over: and thou hast laid thy body as the ground, and as the street, to them that went over.

There are many repetitions here, as each sermon through this last section of the book repeats the vital principles for the people to understand so that no-one has any excuse for their persistence in evil. These people are to be told again and again the truth so that they know it thoroughly and cannot stand before God and offer any excuse for their evil. They are drunk with their own fear; they stagger in fear and unbelief. Psalms 107:27, Romans 4:20. 

The Lord answers their complaint to him by telling them that he has pleaded their cause before the Father, and that he has taken the cup of suffering out of their hand and will give it to those who hurt them. They will be relieved of that cup of suffering in the day of deliverance at the end of the Great Tribulation period. This verse cannot apply any earlier than that time for only then does the suffering of Israel end permanently. Refer to the doctrinal study of CHRIST – MEDIATORSHIP.

In the last verse of this chapter the Lord speaks again into their hearts a word of justice. The cup that the abusing and persecuting nations have forced Israel to drink they will be forced to drink to the end. There is a principle of justice expressed in the scriptures; it is called the law of “lex talionis” – an eye for an eye. What it means is that the people who sin receive the full consequences of their sins upon their own heads, unless another has taken that upon himself on their behalf. All who have rejected the Lord must face the full consequences of their deeds, and those who have insulted and abused God’s people will pay the ultimate price for that. Refer to the doctrinal study of JUSTICE.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Justice will be done, but only when the last acts of unsaved men have been played out. God leaves men to the very last point to bring his judgment down upon them. Believers may complain that things are unnecessarily tough on them, but the Lord waits to judge and lingers over his final act to ensure grace has been fully offered and no person who will be damned can ever say, “we didn’t have enough time or opportunity”. 

We can feel hard done by, but had better pause and reflect upon the eternal destiny of the lost, for this is why the Lord allows them the time they have. Our own compassion upon the lost ought to lead us to the point where we will put up temporary suffering at their hands, for we can see their eternal pain and anguish. We suffer for a short time at their hands, and our job is to still show Christ to them, for they will suffer forever and ever due to their sins and evil. Let us never lose our sorrow for the lost, for it will strengthen us in times of trouble.

2. 
It is a stark but real choice that is ours to make each day; will it be faith or fear today? We are constantly challenged by Isaiah on this matter. This is the Lord’s challenge to us; to take his words and apply them into the deep recesses of our soul. 

3. 
God has a new heaven and earth ready for us! Get a firm grip of this reality believer! This present world and all the physical things it offers are all a complete irrelevancy, for nothing physical here will last. What lasts is the spiritual capital we build; it alone will lift us up and restore our soul. Nothing temporal ought to concern us other than as a subject for prayer! Money worries will plague us at times, and all need to be cast before the Lord, for we are his and all our problems are his! 1 Peter 5:6-7. 

4. 
Jerusalem, and all within her, will suffer right until the end. There is deliverance only with the Lord’s return. It will be the city of peace, and be true to it’s name in that day, but today it is a city of war and threat and massacre. We are to pray for the peace of Jerusalem, for it means we are praying for the Lord to come! Do we plead for him to come? Most believers would be baffled by such a prayer today, and yet it is very biblical. Revelation 22:20-21.

5. 
Unsaved men worship their clothing, their jewellery, shoes, and bodies, but all are simply food for moths and worms. The black humour of these words ought to rebuke our preoccupation with temporal things. Let us joke with ourselves over these things and not let the temporary distract us from the permanent and eternal.

6. 
Our “eternal life perspective” is important. Only when we see eternal value do we realise the true worth of activities in time. The rewards of heaven are more important than the troubles of time. These people fear every day that they will be destroyed, rather than focusing on the reality of the power and provision of God. Let us keep our eternal perspective, seeing the power and majesty of the one who purchased us with his blood.

7. 
Let us draw strength from our godly spiritual ancestors; from Abraham and Sarah and all the other saints of history. Let us stand as they did in the strength of the Lord. Let us mock our worries, placing them in the light of the glory of God, or our worries will mock us!

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

CHRIST – ROCK –CHRIST AS THE ROCK

1. Christ is the rock of salvation. (Exodus 17:1-7, 1 Corinthians 10:4)

2. Christ is the rock of judgment. (Isaiah 8:1 4, 1 Peter 2:8)

3. Christ is the rock of provision. (Isaiah 26:3, 4) Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee because be trusteth thee. Trust ye in the Lord forever for in the Lord is the rock of ages.

4. Christ is the foundation rock. (Isaiah 28:16, Psalm 118:22)

5. Christ is the foundation rock of the Church. (Matthew 16:16, 18, 1 Corinthians 3:11, Ephesians 2:20-22)

6. Christ is the destroying rock of the second advent. (Daniel 2:35)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION

Listed below are the 34 things God provides for every believer at the point of salvation.

1. In the eternal plan of God. (Sharing the destiny of Christ)

a) Foreknown (Acts 2:23, Romans 8:29, 1 Peter 1:2)

b) Elect (Romans 8:33, Colossians 3:12, 1 Thessalonians 1:4, Titus 1:1

c) Predestined (Romans 8:29, 30, Ephesians 1:5, 11)

d) Chosen (Matthew 22:14, 1 Peter 2:4)

e) Called (1 Thessalonians 5:24)

2. Reconciled

a) By God (2 Corinthians 5:18, 19, Colossians 1:20)

b) To God. (Romans 5:10, 2 Corinthians 5:20, Ephesians 2:14-17)

3. Redeemed (Romans 3:24, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18)

4. Condemnation removed. (John 3:18, 5:24, Romans 8:1)

5. Under Grace instead of judgment; God is satisfied with the death of His Son. (Romans 3:24-26, 1 John 2:2)

6. All sins judged by the death of Christ. (Romans 4:25, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 2:24)

7. Dead to old life - alive to God.

a) Crucified with Christ. (Romans 6:6, Galatians 2:20)

b) Dead with Christ. (Romans 6:8, Colossians 3:3, 1 Peter 2:24)

c) Buried with him. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 2:12)

d) Raised with Christ. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 3:1)

8. Free from the law.

a) Dead. (Romans 7:4)

b) Delivered. (Romans 6:14, 7:6, 2 Corinthians 3:11, Galatians 3:25)

9. Regenerated. (John 13:10, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:5)

a) Born again. (John 3:7, 1 Peter 1:23)

b) Children of God. (Galatians 3:26)

c) Sons of God. (John 1:12, 2 Corinthians 6:18, 1 John 3:2)

d) A new creation. (2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15, Ephesians 2:10)

10. Adopted. (Romans 8:15, 8:23 (future) Ephesians 1:5)

11. Acceptable to God. (Ephesians 1:6, 1 Peter 2:5)

a) Made righteous (Romans 3:22, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9)

b) Sanctified positionally. (1 Corinthians 1:30, 6:11)

c) Perfected forever. (Hebrews 10:14)

d) Made meet (qualified) (Colossians 1:12)

12. Justified (declared righteous). (Romans 3:24, 5:1, 5:9, 8:30, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:7)

13. Forgiven all trespasses. (Ephesians 1:7, 4:32, Colossians 1:14, 2:13, 3:13)

14. Made nigh. (Heavenly citizenship based on reconciliation) (Luke 10:20, Ephesians 2:13, 19)

15. Delivered from the kingdom of Satan. (Colossians 1:13, 2:15)

16. Transferred into God's kingdom. (Colossians 1:13)

17. On a secure foundation. (1 Corinthians 3:11, 10:4, Ephesians 2:20)

18. A gift from God the Father to Christ. (John 10:29, 17:2, 6, 9, 11, 12, 24)

19. Delivered from the power of the sin nature. (Romans 2:29, Colossians 2:11)

20. Appointed priests unto God.

a) Holy priesthood. (1 Peter 2:5)

b) Royal priesthood. (1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:6)

21. Under the care of God as a chosen generation and a peculiar people. (Titus 2:14, 1 Peter 2:9)

22. Given access to God. (Romans 5:2, Ephesians 2:18, Hebrews 4:14, 16, 10:19, 20)

23. Within the "much more" care of God. (Romans 5:9, 10)

a) Objects of His love. (Ephesians 2:4, 5:2)

b) Objects of His grace.

i) For salvation. (Ephesians 2:8, 9)

ii) For keeping. (1 Peter 1:5)

iii) For service (John 17:18)

iv) For instruction (Titus 2:12)

c) Objects of His power. (Ephesians 1:19, Philippians 2:13)

d) Objects of His faithfulness.(Philippians 1:6, Hebrews 13:5,6)

e) Objects of His peace. (John 14:27)

f) Objects of His consolation. (2 Thessalonians 2:16)

g) Objects of His intercession. (Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:25)

24. God's inheritance (Possession). (Ephesians 1:18)

25. Beneficiaries of an inheritance as heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:17, Ephesians 1:14 Colossians 3:24, Hebrews 9:15, 1 Peter 1:4)

26. A new position. (Ephesians 2:6)

a) Partners with Christ in life. (Colossians 3:4)

b) Partners with Christ in service. (1 Corinthians 1:9)

c) Workers together with God. (1 Corinthians 3:9, 2 Corinthians 6:1)

d) Ministers of the New Testament. (2 Corinthians 3:6)

e) Ambassadors. (2 Corinthians 5:20)

f) Living epistles. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

g) Ministers of God. (2 Corinthians 6:4)

27. Recipients of eternal life. (John 3:15, 10:28, 20:31, 1 John 5:11, 12)

28. Members of the family and household of God. (Galatians 6:10, Ephesians 2:19)

29. Light in the Lord. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 Thessalonians 5:4)

30. United to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

a) In God. (1 Thessalonians 1:1) of "God in you" (Ephesians 4:6)

b) In Christ. (John 14:20 of "Christ in you" Colossians 1:27)

i) A member in His body. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

ii) A branch in the vine. (John 15:5)

iii) A stone in the building. (Ephesians 2:21, 22, 1 Peter 2:5)

iv) A sheep in the flock. (John 10:27-29)

v) A part of His bride. (Ephesians 5:25)

vi) A priest of the kingdom of priests. (1 Peter 2:9)

vii) A saint of the "new species". (2 Corinthians 5:17)

c) In the Spirit. (Romans 8:9) of "the Spirit in you"

31. Recipients of the ministries of the Holy Spirit.

a) Born of the Spirit. (John 3:6)

b) Baptized with the Spirit. (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13)

c) Indwelt by the Spirit. (John 7:39, Romans 5:5, 8:9, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19, Galatians 4:6, 1 John 3:24)

d) Sealed by the Spirit (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 4:30)

e) Given spiritual gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:11, 27-31, 13:1, 2)

32. Glorified. (Romans 8:30)

33. Complete in Him. (Colossians 2:10)

34. Possessors of every spiritual blessing provided in eternity past. (Ephesians 1:3)

ABRAHAM - FAITH

1. SCRIPTURE  Genesis 11:26 - 25:10; Acts 7:2-8.

2. BIOGRAPHY

A descendant of Shem and son of Terah, who was born in Ur of the Chaldees about 2030 BC. Known as Abram (father of high and windy places) he was renamed Abraham (father of many nations) (Genesis 17:5) prior to the birth of Isaac. Known as a friend of God (2 Chronicles 20:7) he left Ur at the command of God (Genesis 12:1). He was told to leave his kindred, but he took with him his father Terah and his nephew Lot. He settled for a while in Haran (the dried up place) until his father died (Genesis 11:32). Entering the promised land he graciously allowed his nephew Lot to have the choicest grazing land for his cattle (Genesis 13:8-11) and was instrumental in releasing Lot from the spoils of the kings who attacked Sodom (Genesis 14). Abraham's faith was tested by worry in Genesis 15 and he took his future into his own hands with the birth of Ishmael through Hagar the maidservant (Genesis 16). After both Abraham and Sarah were past the age of child-bearing, Abraham was told he would have a son Isaac (laughter) (Genesis 18:10-15). Isaac was born (Genesis 21:2) and grew up to his adolescence. Abraham was told to sacrifice his miracle child Isaac (Genesis 22:2). Isaac bore the wood up Mt Moriah and was about to be killed when Abraham's faith was confirmed by the provision of the ram in a thicket (Genesis 22:10-13). Abraham died at the age of 175 (Genesis 25:7) and was buried in Mamre (Genesis 25:9).

3. EVALUATION

Abraham's faith is seen in many areas of his life:

a) He left the security of Ur of the Chaldees (Genesis 11:32).

b) He went to a new land (Genesis 12:1-3).

c) His first act was to build an altar (Genesis 12:8).

d) He trusted God for provision (Genesis 13:8,9,18).

e) Abraham pursued Lot and rescued him even though he had only 318 men under arms (Genesis 14:14).

f) Abraham used faith to resist fear and doubt (Genesis 15:5-6).

g) He had faith that provision would be made for Isaac (Genesis 22:8).

h) He recognised that God had provided (Jehovah Jireh) (Genesis 22:14).

i) He had faith that a bride would be miraculously provided for Isaac from his own people (Genesis 24:3,4).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) The whole process of the Christian life starts and depends on faith (Romans 3:28).

b) It takes faith to become a missionary (Genesis 12:4; Hebrews 11:8).

c) Abraham's faith caused him to put God first (Genesis 12:8; Hebrews 11:10).

d) Faith in God is reflected in a gracious attitude (Galatians 5:23).

e) Faith provides courage in time of danger, especially in relation to war (Psalm 18:39).

f) Knowledge of the Scriptures, doctrines and the principles applied by faith are a cure for worry (Genesis 15:6; Psalm 43:5).

g) Even in hopeless situations, God provides. Faith seeks and causes comfort in those who are in great difficulty (Psalm 18:6).

h) Faith looks to God as the great provider for His children (Matthew 6:26).

i) Faith is the only acceptable form of relationship between man and God as it is the only form of perception which has no human merit (Romans 3:27).

j) Faith gives confidence in one's future and the future of one's family (Deuteronomy 5:10).

k) With faith everything is possible (Matthew 17:20).

ABRAHAM IN CANAAN:  A PICTURE OF FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD

Scripture (Genesis 12:6-10) "And Abram passed through the land into the place of Sichem into plain of Moreb. And the Canaanite was then in the land. And the Lord appeared unto Abram a said.- 'Unto thy seed will I give this land and there builded be an altar unto the Lord who appeared unto him. And be removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent having Bethel on his west and Hai on the east and there he builded an altar unto the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord. And Abram journeyed going on still toward the south and there was a famine in the land.

What does He have in Canaan?

1. He went to Sichem - "shoulder or power" (Genesis 12:6)

Principle: In fellowship a believer has power (of the Holy Spirit) (Philippians 4:13).

2. He went to Moreh - "instruction or teaching " Genesis 12:6

Principle: You only take in the Word of God when in fellowship

3. The Caananite was in the land. (Genesis 12:6)

This represents both opposition from unbelievers and opportunity to witness to those around you.

4. Principle: You should only witness when in fellowship.

Unto thy seed will I give this land. (Genesis 12:7)

5. This is a promise to Abraham.

Principle: You can claim the promises of God in fellowship.

6. "And there builded be an altar unto the Lord" (Genesis 12:7)

This represents relationship with Jesus Christ.

Principle: In fellowship we have close relationship with Jesus Christ and keep our eyes on Him. (Heb. 12:2)

7. "and pitched his tent" (Genesis 12:8)

This represents total reliance on the Lord - he will receive a city in eternity, living in a tent showed that Abram believed God.

Principle: As believers we are protected by Jesus Christ.  We are to look to eternity, not to this temporal world. (1 Peter 1:3-5)

8. "Bethel" (house of God) (Genesis 12:8)

Abraham's tent was at the house of God.

Principle: When we are in fellowship we dwell with the Lord (worship).

9. "Ai" - heap of ruin (Genesis 12:8)

This is equivalent to the old sin nature.

Principle: Even as Christians we still retain our fallen nature, although it is in a frustrated state.  The old sin nature is the source of all sin. There are three sources of temptation - the world, the flesh, and the devil, but the old sin nature combined with free will turns temptation into sin.

10. A famine in the land (Genesis 12:10)

This represents testing.

Principle: When you are in fellowship you will receive testing in order for you to rely upon God.

When we have the victory of being in fellowship that victory will be tested.  With the exception of Ai all the other items are encouragement to stay in fellowship.

DELIVERANCE

1. We are delivered from spiritual darkness Colossians 1:13

2. We are delivered from sin 2 Corinthians 5:21, Romans 6:7

3. We are delivered from death Hebrews 2:14

4. We are delivered from judgment Romans 8:1

ISRAEL - NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE

1. Leviticus 26 states the five cycles of discipline

If the people in the nation do not want to do things in God’s way God will hit them in five cycles of increasing discipline until He completely destroys the nation.

2. First cycle - v 14-17 - sickness, depression, economic problems, people losing their strength of character, lack of power in the nation.

3. Second cycle -v 18-20 - this is an intensified form of the first cycle with recession turning into depression, they become even less enthusiastic. 

4. Third cycle - v 21-22 - the situation further intensifies, psychological problems in the nation multiply, people behave like animals, the wild animals are prowling on the streets both physically and symbolically.  It was not safe to go out.  Here you have a breakdown in a nation with psychiatric problems and criminal problems.

5. Fourth cycle - v 23 - 26 - this is the invasion of your land with defeat with all the things that go with it, with food rationing, with privation.

6. Fifth cycle  - v 27-39 - this shows nation collapse and the removal of the nation from the land.

7. The parallel passage in Deuteronomy 28 indicates that God deals with the nation that rejects his Word in a systematic way.

CHRIST: MEDIATORSHIP

1. Greek word is mesites which has as its root meaning, to have a neutral group/nation to stand between two warring nations to arbitrate and judge between them. The two concepts are judgement and peacemaking.  

2. The mediator had to be equal to both parties and acceptable to each.

3. Old Testament usage of this concept is found in Job 9:9, 32, 33. Job calls for an umpire between man and God.

4. The Hypostatic Union of the Lord Jesus Christ qualifies the Lord to be the mediator between man and God as he alone is equal with both parties. 1Timothy 2:5.

5. The Lord's work on the cross forms the basis of his mediatorship as he removes the sin barrier between man and God. Hebrews 9:12 1-5.

6. The Mosaic Law pre-figured the Lord's mediatorship. Hebrews 8:6,  12:24, Galatians 3:19, 20.

JUSTICE

1. God’s character involves perfect justice as an attribute. All he does is just and righteous.  Refer Character of God, Righteousness.

2. We must adjust our lives and attitudes to God’s perfect Justice. We do this at salvation by recognizing our need of a perfect Saviour. We do that when we sin and confess our sins, recognizing that we need the perfect sacrifice for sin, and we do this through Christian growth to spiritual maturity, as we grown more Christ like, so that our lives are characterized by more justice in our dealings. Refer Sin, Salvation, Maturity.

3. God’s grace provides through the Cross what his Righteousness and Justice demands from sinful man. Romans 5:12, 6:23, 1 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 2:24, 1 John 1:9, 2:2.

4. God’s perfect Justice is met by the Cross and he waits for us to appropriate the blessings of salvation through faith in Christ. He waits to bless us without any compromise to his perfect character. Proverbs 1:3, Ecclesiastes 9:13-10:13, Isaiah 30:18.

CHAPTER 52 - HOPE AND A FUTURE FOR JERUSALEM – IN SERVANT-MESSIAH

This chapter continues the themes of the previous one, expressing hope and confidence in the Lord’ provision for his people and for the city closest to his heart of all upon the earth, Jerusalem. 

1  Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. 2  Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.

The people are called to wake up and wake up quickly. The instructions they receive tell us when this chapter is to be fulfilled; it is to be fulfilled in the day of the Lord’s coming. The people are asleep after days and nights of great battle. They are dirty and in battle fatigues and are awoken by the watchmen (verse 8) to get ready for the Lord to come to his city in triumph, for he has defeated the enemies, and those they expect to wake up and fight again they will see no more. 

It appears from this that the same sort of defeat will be handed to the enemies of the last days of the Great Tribulation as was handed to the Assyrians with all the men of war being killed by the plague over night, so that dawn revealed the empty battlefield, devoid of anything other than the corpses of the fallen and their equipment. There are various things described in Isaiah and other places, that indicate the use of nuclear weapons also, but this section indicates that the enemy here will die over night and the defenders will rise on a new day to the victory of the Lord, and are raised up that day to dress and prepare for the Lord’s return in triumph. Final clarity will await the event itself!

From that day of victory no unbeliever will ever enter this city again; it will be the holy habitation of the Lord Jesus Christ as unbelievers are cast off the earth during this period. The city will be truly the Lord’s city then. The people will need to shake the dust off, for they have been living in trenches as they fight in the city. They will need to be told to “sit” like men at ease, for they have not been able to sit at ease for many months in the city. Peace will be unusual for them and they will need to be told to do basic things for a while, for joy has not been in this city for some time.

3  For thus saith the LORD, Ye have sold yourselves for nought; and ye shall be redeemed without money.

They were “sold out” for nothing during the Great Tribulation. As we have seen in the previous chapters and BTB studies on End Times, they were the victims of the Anti-Christ’s scheming and the “treaties” they signed were just to lull them into false security and then the enemy tried to wipe them out. They were conned and abused, but all that is over now! They were abused and made merchandise of by the forces of evil. They had been threatened by evil and told they would have to “pay” a great deal as a nation to have peace again, but the Lord has delivered peace to them at no cost to them. Salvation is on the Lord’s account, never ours. We receive his grace at all times throughout world history.

4  For thus saith the Lord GOD, My people went down aforetime into Egypt to sojourn there; and the Assyrian oppressed them without cause.

God gives the people a history lesson now and reminds them that each deliverance was his work; it was not their work that saved them. From Egypt Moses led them free by miracles worked in God’s power, and from the Assyrians God will also deliver them by sending the plague upon their army. Direct intervention was and will be the order of the day in both cases. 

Like the Nazis of the twentieth century, the Assyrians have no just cause to oppress the Jews; it was simply their lust for power that drives them. The Lord looks to both the present Assyrian crisis and the one that is to come upon the city and countryside in the last days, and sees the same evil at work. The enemy desires to hurt and abuse; their joy is in the pain of others. They make the Jewish people howl in pain through the tortures they apply to them to kill them slowly, and every day the Lord’s name is blasphemed. The Lord holds all these evil men responsible for these blasphemous and sadistic deeds. Psalms 25:1-3, 69:3-4. 

5  Now therefore, what have I here, saith the LORD, that my people is taken away for nought? they that rule over them make them to howl, saith the LORD; and my name continually every day is blasphemed. 6  Therefore my people shall know my name: therefore they shall know in that day that I am he that doth speak: behold, it is I.

For these reasons the Lord concludes two things. Firstly, through their deliverance, the people of Israel will know the Lord’s name and power, and secondly, the enemy will also know who God is and how he works in history. There will be full knowledge of the truth in that day, and none will be in any doubt about who God is and what he does in history and what he has done through it’s course. Exodus 34:5-10, Psalms 74:10, Ezekiel 36:20-23, Romans 2:24. Believers will be in no doubt about the identity of the Lord and the nature of his deliverance. Hebrews 6:13-20.

7  How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!

This verse is quoted in the book of Romans, in chapter 10:12-17. From this passage we get the idea of it’s application. The obedient feet of the Lord and his servant, the Gospel preacher, must continue to tread difficult paths, ignoring any opposition that is received from those who hate the message. Mark 13:9-10, 16:15-16, Acts 10:36-38, Ephesians 2:13-17.  

The most joyful announcement will be made when the Lord reigns in Jerusalem. Micah 4:7, Zechariah 9:9, Matthew 25:34. This is the culmination of every ministry, and the point of completion of the instruction the Lord gave in Jerusalem to “go into all the world”. The first apostles were sent out from Jerusalem, and as all roads led from there, so all roads lead back there at the end of the Great Tribulation period, after Jew and Gentile have completed their assigned tasks in evangelizing the lost of all nations.   

8  Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion.

The watchmen of the army of defenders in the city will be the ones to first see that the Lord is coming towards the city. There is clearly plenty of time for them to prepare. Other passages make it clear that the entire world sees the Lord coming with the saints in a mighty procession from heaven. This may mean a full twenty four hour time frame – or one entire rotation of the earth. They see, possibly on live TV feed, or possibly in the sky, that the Lord is coming and lift up the cry of relief and joy and all cry aloud, bringing the weary defenders from their sleep to rise and get cleaned up and dressed, and then to deck their barricades with welcoming decorations to welcome the King of kings home to his battered city. Ephesians 1:15-18. 

9  Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the LORD hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem. 10  The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

The order is for praise and rejoicing aloud to celebrate the deliverance brought about by the Lord. All sing together the hallelujah psalms. The Lord has both comforted and delivered his people. All the surviving peoples of the earth can see that it is the Lord who has done this great deed. The Lord has shown his arm of power to all the peoples of the world. Psalms 98:1-3,  


11  Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the LORD. 12  For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight: for the LORD will go before you; and the God of Israel will be your rereward.

The people are told to be clean themselves now and be careful of pollution from the evil things left lying around alongside the dead bodies of the enemy forces. One can imagine the evil things carried by the evil men who have set their hearts on the destruction of God’s people. There will be evil pornography lying around, and all manner of other evils. The people will need to light many bonfires and start the bulldozers quickly to move fallen and shattered masonry, the garbage of war, and the bodies and dump the lot before disease spreads. They will be required to bring the hidden temple instruments with clean hands ready to offer sacrifice when the Lord enters the city.  They will not use the Tribulation Temple equipment, as they will be buried in the rubble, as is appropriate for such evil and defiled objects.
This reminds us that the Temple has been rebuilt before the Tribulation, but is defiled by the Anti-Christ.  It is doubtful if any part of it will still be standing given the great earthquake that splits the Mount of Olives in two and creates the totally different topography that is described elsewhere.  The Temple Mount however may be able to be cleared of the rubble and the site of the ancient altar of Solomon purified and readied for the sacrifice to welcome the Lord there.  Given the earthquake described in Revelation 16:17ff the rubble may be able to be pushed clear quickly, as it will be truly small pieces of what were once great buildings. Godly people will have ensured that the implements needed for sacrifices are hidden away in the city and ready for the Levites to gather themselves together and get things ready for the Lord’s entry. This passage from Isaiah is one that gives instructions to the Levites, to ensure they are ready! There is no rush, the Lord is making a stately progress towards the city and there will be plenty of time to do things well. God is never in a hurry!  

13  Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high.

Look at the Messiah! He is the true servant of the father, and he will rule the earth as the King of all. This section repeats and refers back to chapter 42:1.  Jeremiah also describes the Lord in this way. Jeremiah 33:5-7. Three things are said of him. Firstly he will deal prudently with all men. This means he will show great wisdom and precision in decision making, bringing prosperity to the earth again. Secondly he will be exalted; his name lifted up and honoured by all. Many feel this applies to the Lord’s resurrection and ascension. Thirdly he will be “very high”. Why say this when the other two words appear to say the same thing? That is the clue that there is something being said here that is very different. This phrase means, none on earth will ever be, nor have ever been, superior to his position as the God-Man and ruler of all. He will be superior to all who ever have been, or ever will be. Ephesians 1:19-23, Philippians 2:9-16.

14  As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men:

The great contrast between his leaving Jerusalem last time, to go to the cross, is now contrasted with his appearance as he enters this time. He enters as the King and he looks every part a king, but as he left for the cross he looked very far from kingship. He was then more beaten and abused than any man had ever been. Few ever capture the true suffering of Christ. 

The Mel Gibson movie “The Passion of The Christ” appears closest to the truth and will stand through this period as a rebuke to those who ignore the passion. The film “The Passion of The Christ” makes the suffering stark and real and that movie may be playing a great part through this period. Inspite of his acts of stupidity at times, Mel Gibson will be mightily blessed of the Lord for this great work of devotion that he made an offering to Him. God’s hand is seen in the success of this movie around the world also at this time. God’s hand has been in this and it may yet achieve even greater use in the last days. Psalms 22:6-17, 102:3-5.

Isaiah chapter 53 takes these words here in this verse, and goes further with them, giving us a glimpse of the Passion of the Christ from 730 years before it occurs. Refer to the Bible Topic Book doctrinal studies of CHRIST then examine the topics PROPHECIES ABOUT THE CRUCIFIXION, and PROPHETIC PSALMS ABOUT CHRIST, and also RETURN OF OUR LORD, and “RIGHT TIME” FOR THE LORD’S FIRST ADVENT.

15  So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider.

The Cross had to come before the Crown. The Lord’s battlefield royalty won there that terrible day made him as Man our King, for he defeats sin and death there. This verse draws the direct connection between his work of suffering and his purifying of the peoples of the earth, and the silencing of all criticism in that day. We see this even after a screening of the Mel Gibson movie, where people leave in tears and repeat words from the time, “surely no man has ever suffered as this man suffered”. Refer to the doctrinal study of CHRIST: WORK ON THE CROSS.

The nations of the earth at the end of the Great Tribulation period have no idea that they are at “the end”. They have ignored the scriptures, and they have such strong self belief and arrogance that they despise the people of God and are busy with their active persecution of them. They are startled by the Lord’s advent and his slow deliberate procession around the whole earth to arrive at Jerusalem for that first evening sacrifice in the Temple there. As he moves around the earth with his vast army of the saints of all previous ages (ourselves), he brings judgment to each place he passes over. One by one the evil men of the earth are silenced and nation by nation they are judged and die; leaving only the believers alive in the places he has passed over. Matthew 24:29-51, Revelation 19:11-20:6.  

The Hebrew word translated “sprinkle” in the KJV English Bible may also be translated “startle” or “astonish”. The Lord will do both, but as the concept of astonishment occurs later in the verse, it is preferable to render this sprinkle, as this Levitical function is one that the Lord does to the entire earth, and one that the defenders of Jerusalem are urged to do to themselves in verse 11. The Lord purifies the entire earth by judging and removing, by death, all unbelievers from it and by gathering all the saved from the four corners of the earth to be with him at his arrival in Jerusalem. There is a whole world wide process of purification. Leviticus 4:6, 17, Ezekiel 36:24-30, Matthew 24:40-42, Titus 3:5-7.

The kings of the earth who have been part of the Anti-Christ’s world order are now completely shocked, silenced and amazed in fear. They see the one they despised coming in power they cannot match and fall into fear, but interestingly, they do not fall on their knees in repentance. Even in the Lord’s coming there is grace; he allows many hours for the world’s occupants to repent, even at the last moment, like the thief on the cross beside the Lord’s, but the vast majority do not, they prefer their choice to bowing their knee to God! They will however have to bow later! They hadn’t been told just how awesome the Lord’s coming again would be, or if they had been they had not believed it. Now they consider what it means but fear and hatred still rules their hearts and so they remain lost. 

This verse underlines again the fact of hell, that no-one is there who has not deliberately chosen to go there. The slightest volition towards the Lord Jesus Christ will be answered with salvation for the sinner who bows before the one who died for the sins of all. None of his blood shed for mankind was lost or wasted; it is either the grounds of our salvation, or the evidence for damnation for those who turned away from it. Revelation 20:11-15. Refer to the doctrinal studies on JUDGMENT: BAPTISM OF FIRE, and also GREAT WHITE THRONE.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
The absolute awesomeness of the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ is overwhelming. We do not hear enough about the Lord’s coming again in our churches today. He is coming victoriously to rule over this earth and his coming is with grace, mercy, power and finally judgment to all who will not freely bow their knee to him as Lord and Saviour. The earth is cleansed at the start of the Millennial Kingdom, and that means all who reject the truth are eliminated from the land of the living to await the last judgment. Let us not soft peddle the truth of judgment, for it is the flip side of the Gospel and those who persist in being unsaved need to hear of their destiny in advance that they might be warned.

2. 
The Lord’s grace is seen right until the last moment towards the lost. They can at any time bow their knees to him and seek the evangelism of the saints to assist them find Christ, even as he comes, but they do not! Face the reality of heaven and hell squarely believer, and give no apology for the Lord’s judgment, for he is truly just and patient.

3. 
The suffering of the Lord is also a subject that ought to be fully taught more than simply covered briefly at Easter. No-one can be unmoved by the reality of the Lord’s suffering, and that is a vital truth for all believers to comprehend and make a vital part of their Gospel presentation to the lost, for this may be the information they will need in these terrible days to be saved. Our job is to give facts clearly so that all men stand without excuse.

4. 
What joy there is in Jerusalem that morning as the defenders wake up and see that the Lord’s day of return has dawned. Let us ensure that we are gripped now by the joy of his coming. We can and ought to rejoice in the knowledge of his coming again at every communion cup that is taken. 

5. 
God delivers, men cannot. We trust in his power, never in our own. Today you may find yourself in a hopeless situation, then pause and commit your life and problem to the Lord who owns you and your problems. Cast your cares believer, cast them on the Lord, or your cares will cast you to the ground! 

6. 
The men of the earth select hell as their option, God keeps on offering grace and mercy. Notice this throughout the book of Isaiah and the entire Bible. God is gracious and merciful; there is full provision for man in the blood of Christ. Let us all uphold the blood and it’s significance so that all can see what God has done through his Son.

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

RETURN OF OUR LORD see page 92

PROPHECY:  PROPHECIES OF THE CRUCIFIXION

1. General scripture - Psalm 22. A Psalm of David.

2. Crucifixion was a form of Roman capital punishment and not one practised by the Jews at the time of David.

3. The suffering typical of the cross is given in verses 14-17.

[a] "I am poured out like water and all my bones are out of joint. " (v 14). Dislocation of bones occurred in crucifixion, together with profuse sweating caused by intense suffering.

[b] "My heart is like wax, it is melted in the midst of my bowels. " (v 14). Severe depression and helplessness.

[c] "My strength is dried up like a potsherd. " (v 15). Great weakness and exhaustion.

[d] ". . . and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws. " (v 15). Extreme thirst.

[e] "They pierced my bands and my feet. " (v 16). The hands and feet pierced by crucifixion.

[f] "I may tell all my bones" (v 17). Great pain.

[g] "They look and stare upon me (v 17). The person crucified was naked.

4. Sections of Psalm 22 fulfilled at the cross:-

[a] The cry from the cross (v 1) (Matthew 27:46)

[b] The periods of light and dark (v 2) (Matthew 27:45)

[c] The ridiculing crowd (v 7-8). (Matthew 27:39-43)

[d] he parting of the garments (v 18). (Matthew 27:35)

[e] Casting lots on the coat (v 18). (Matthew 27:35)

[f] Gentile unbelievers there (v 16). (Matthew 27:36)

[g] Crucified between gangsters (v 16). (Matthew 27:38).

5. It is of interest that the blood of the worm of v 6 was used in the ancient world to dye the king's robes. By analogy through His death, we receive the robes of kings forever (1 Peter 2:9).

CHRIST : PROPHETIC PSALMS ABOUT CHRIST

1. The prophetic psalms come under two categories:

a) Those dealing with Jesus Christ's first advent (eg Psalm 22).

b) Those related to His second advent (eg Psalms 2, 24).

2. That the Psalms relate to Jesus Christ is given in (Luke 24:44).

3. The person of Christ

a) Son of God (Psalm 2:7);

b) The very God (Psalm 45:6,7; 102:25; 110:1);

c) Son of man (Psalm 8:4-6);

d) Son of David (Psalm 89:3,4,27,29);

4. The work of Christ

a) prophet (Psalm 22:22,25; 40:9,10);

b) priest (Psalm 110:4);

c) king (Psalm 2,24).

5. Psalm 2 gives the order of the establishment of the kingdom.

a) The antagonism of man against God (v 1-3).

b) God's derision against man (v 4).

c) God's discipline on man (v 5).

d) The establishment of His King on Zion (v 6).

e) The King is given total authority over the nations. (v 7-9).

f) God appeals to mankind to serve Him. (v 10-12).

6. Psalm 16 The resurrection of the King. This is precisely stated in verse 10, "For thou wilt not leave my soul in bell, neither will thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption". We know that Jesus went to Hades (Paradise and Tartarus) after He died. He promised to be in Paradise with the repentant thief and He preached to the fallen angels in Tartarus. However, Jesus was resurrected from the dead.

7. Psalm 22 The death of Christ by crucifixion

a) The bones out of joint (v 14).

b) extreme exhaustion and thirst (v 15).

c) hands and feet pierced (v 16);

d) nudity (v 17);

e) the cry from the cross (v 1; Matthew 27:46);

f) the periods of light and darkness (v 2; Matthew 27:45);

g) the casting of lots (v 18; Matthew 27:35).

h) It should be noted that crucifixion was not a Jewish form of punishment but a Roman one, thus showing the accuracy of prophecy.

8. Psalm 40 The Servant of Jehovah. Here we see that God does not want sacrifice and offering (Isaiah 1:10-15) but the obedient servant comes to make the pure offering (v 7-17; Hebrews 10:5-17).

9. Psalm 41 - The Betrayal of Christ. In (John 13-18,19) Jesus says that His betrayal is related to (Psalm 41:9) as he quotes:  "He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me". He told them in advance so that when Judas betrayed Him they would believe that Jesus was He who had been prophesied in this Psalm.

10. Psalm 45 The Glorious Second Advent.

a) The supreme beauty of the King (v 1,2).

b) The coming of the King in glory (v 3-5; Revelation 19:11-21).

c) The God King and the character of His reign (v 6,7; Hebrews 1:8,9; Isaiah 11:I -16).

d) The Queen is presented reigning with Him (v 9-13).

e) The virgin companions of the Queen (v 14,15; Matthew 25:1-10).

f) His name will always be remembered. (v 16,17).

11. Psalm 68 The Victorious King of the Second Advent

The Psalm especially from (v 18) shows the complete defeat of the Antichrist's army. We see the return of Israel (v 21-23) whilst (v 24-35) show the full blessing of the kingdom age under the personal rule of Christ.

12. Psalm 69 The humiliation and rejection of Christ.

a) This facet of Jesus Christ's first advent is shown in (v 4,7,8,10-12).

b) (v 14-20) represents Jesus in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-45)

c) (v 21 ) represents the cross (Matthew 27-34,48; John 19:29).

d) (v 25) refers to Judas (Acts 1:20)

e) (v 22-28) the blindness of Israel (Romans 11:9,10).

13. Psalm 72 Vision of Messiah's Kingdom

a) The investiture of the King's Son into the kingdom (v I ; Daniel 7:13,14; Revelation 5:5-10).

b) The character of the kingdom (v 2-7, 12-14,  Isaiah 11:3-9).

c) The universal nature of the kingdom (v 8-11).

d) The prosperity of the kingdom (v 16).

e) The "handful of corn" in (v 16) is Israel which, by restoration at the Second Advent, commences the spreading of the kingdom over the earth. (Zechariah 8:13; 20-23)

14. Psalm 89 Davidic Covenant

a) That this psalm points to Christ is evident from (v 27). "And I will make Him My Firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth". (Isaiah 7:13-15; Isaiah 9:6,7; Micah 5:2).

b) The covenant rests on God's oath (v 1 -4).

c) God is glorified for His power in the covenant (v 5-18).

d) The response of God is in two parts (v 19-37).

i) Confirmation of the covenant (v 19-29)

ii) Disobedience punished by discipline (v 30-32).

e) The plea of the remnant (v 38-52) (1 Samuel 1:9).

15. Psalm 110 The High Priest

a) The deity of Jesus Christ (v 1 ) (Matthew 22:41-45).

b) The eternal priesthood of Christ (v 4) (Genesis 14:18; Hebrews 5:6).

c) The ascension of Christ (v 1) (John 20:17; Acts 7:56)

d) Christ will rule (v 3)

e) Christ will judge (v 5,6) (Joel 3:12-17; Revelation 19:11-21).

CHRIST - "RIGHT TIME" FOR THE LORDS FIRST ADVENT

Only during the years of the first century was it the right time for the Lord to come as everything that was needful for his first ministry was in existence for these years and disappeared shortly afterwards.

1. The time of the early Caesars in the Roman Empire was a very stable time for the Empire, and this meant that military threats were minimal, although Satan tried to disrupt things later, with the Jewish rebellion 69 - 71AD. The strength and confidence of the Caesars meant that they would decree a census and this would be used by God for the Lord to be born in Bethlehem.

2. The best language for the communication the world has seen was in existence widely throughout the Empire and beyond it. this was the Koine Greek developed by Alexander the Great 300 years before and known and used as the language of commerce from Britain through to India.

3. Under the Persian Empire and then Alexander the Great the Jews had been a privileged people who had been given roles and responsibilities throughout both empires. This meant that there were colonies of Jews and their synagogues throughout the Roman and old Persian Empires as places where the gospel could be preached.

4. With the regular return of the Jews to the Temple in Jerusalem there was an open door for the gospel to spread quickly through visitors to the Temple. An early example of this is the Ethiopian Eunuch, Acts 8:26ff.

5. The completion of the Temple at Jerusalem was an important factor, as it was only complete and used in its final form at the time of the Lord's ministry, although work continued on it in minor areas until four years before its destruction in 70 AD.    

6. Jerusalem was, with its temple a place known throughout the Roman world as a place for the worship of the one true God and many "god fearers" from amongst the Greeks and Romans travelled to the temple through the years AD 1-65 AD.    They were there at the right time to hear about the saviour who came.

7. Trade routes were open throughout the first century in a way that was not so until our own day this century. Travel was possible throughout the known world, and this opened up all countries for the gospel message,  eg, we know that both India and China had churches established before the end of the second century and possibly earlier.

8. Roman justice was established and it was the system within which the Messiah was to die, and at no other time would the death on the cross have been possible.

9. The records of the Temple to prove the Lord's parentage and his right to the throne of David were available during this period; after 70AD these records were destroyed.    

10. The Jewish nation still existed in name at least in the first century and the people were looking for their Messiah. The City of David existed and it would be there for only forty years after the Lord's execution.   

The Lord's advent was the appearance of the mighty God in the form of a man, so that all human beings might see the creator in a way they could understand. In the person, work and words of the Lord Jesus Christ God has made his plan and purpose and provision for salvation clear for all to see. It is this clear message that we have as God's servants to proclaim to all who will hear.
CHRIST – WORK ON THE CROSS

The work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross is:

1. Punitive - It was a payment, a judgment Jesus took on Himself, the judgment of all sin Galatians 3:13, 2 Corinthians 5:21

2. Substitutionary - Jesus Christ died in our place. Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah would be wounded for our iniquities and bruised for our transgressions. Isaiah 53:5,6, Leviticus 1:4, 2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 2:24

3. Voluntary - Jesus knew the plan of the Father and He went willingly to the Cross [John 10:18] Isaiah says that He set His face as flint Isaiah 50:7

4. Redemptive -  “Redeem is exagorazo. Agorazo means “to buy in a slave market” Ek means “out”. When Jesus Christ entered this world we were in the slave market of sin. He walked in, paid the price for all of us, and opened the gate so all who wanted to could go free. Galatians 3:13, 4:15

5. Propitiatory - It satisfied God’s righteous demand for a perfect sacrifice for sin; Christ was the perfect sacrifice. Romans 3:25, 1 John 3:2

6. Reconciling - By it we are restored to a relationship  of peace with God. Romans 5:1

7. Efficacious - It is effective. When anyone puts faith in the work of Jesus Christ on the cross, tat work accomplishes the salvation. Romans 5:9, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Ephesians 2:13, Hebrews 9:11-12

JUDGMENT:  BAPTISM OF FIRE

1. The Baptism of Fire is mentioned in 3 passages- (Matthew 3:11-12; 24:36-41, Luke 3:16-17, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8).

2. It refers to the judgment and removal of all unbelievers from the earth at the Second Advent.  In this way, only believers who survive the Tribulation, and resurrection saints, will enter the Millennial Kingdom.

3. There are parables of the baptism of fire in:

(Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) - (the Wheat and the Tares)

(Matthew 13:47-50) - (the good and bad fish)

(Matthew 25:1-13) - (the Ten Virgins)

4. The Jewish baptism of fire is mentioned in (Ezekiel 20:34-48, Isaiah 1:25-26, Matthew 3:7-12)

5. The Gentile baptism of fire in (Matthew 25:31-46) (the sheep and the goats)

6. At the baptism of fire the books that are opened in (Daniel 7:10) are the ones that contain the names of unbelievers who have accepted the strong delusions from Satan during the Tribulation (2 Thessalonians 2:11-12)

JUDGMENT:  GREAT WHITE THRONE

1. The judgment of the Great White Throne is the last judgment. (Revelation 20:11, 15)

2. Only the unsaved are judged at the last judgment as there is no judgment for Christians. (Romans 8:1)

3. The last judgment occurs at the end of the Millennium. (Revelation 20:7-15)

4. The unsaved are judged according to their works from the Books of Works (Revelation 20:12)

5. The judgment is to show that the Human works of man cannot satisfy the justice of God. God is totally fair and shows that he is only satisfied by "The Good Work". The death of Christ on the Cross.

6. Having shown the unsaved they have failed to satisfy the holiness of God, the condemned are cast into the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:15)
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