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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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JEREMIAH - THE “WEEPING PROPHET”

INTRODUCTION

JEREMIAH WHO WAS CALLED TO SPEAK INTO DARK DAYS OF APOSTACY AND TOTAL JUDGMENT

In the generation after Jeremiah, the prophet-leader of returned Israel, Nehemiah, spoke powerfully into the national heart of the re-gathered nation, when he said, “the Joy of the Lord is my strength”. Nehemiah 8:10. He repeated the principles of the earlier prophets Isaiah and Habakkuk.  Isaiah 12:2, and 49:13, Habakkuk 3:17-19. The same thoughts sung about by David before them all. Psalms 28:7. 

Jeremiah had faced the greatest test in Israel’s history regarding this principle of worship and praise when facing disaster, and had passed the test. Jeremiah faced the total destruction of all he loved, except his faith in the Lord who loved him, and reminded him of this through his presence within him. He faced the greatest challenge any believer can face; the challenge in the short term to see all destroyed except his faith in the plan of God, and the certain hope for the long term blessing of his people. He had to pray an ancient prayer many times. “Though you slay me, yet will I trust in and praise your name”. Job 13:15.

Jeremiah gives a timely call to meditation for our days, in order that we might learn to praise the Lord under pressure and darkening times. We may have great pressure, with extreme mourning for our days, yet Jeremiah encourages us to feel the pain of the lost, weep for the death of the foolish, but yet replace the ashes of our grief for the joy of the Lord, in the midst. The Fruit of the Spirit must have victory over the spirit of despair. 

In our days it has become fashionable in church circles to speak of the great times of blessing and world wide renewal and salvation that many expect to occur in the last days of the church before the Tribulation period and the Lord’s Advent. The fact that those who expect this speak of the “Great Tribulation” as occurring shortly after this period of great renewal, should give them cause to pause and reflect on the possible error of their view.

Can we expect the “latter rains” or did they begin already in Peter’s day, Acts 2:14ff, and we can expect different things again in the “last days” of the church age? What do Jesus and the apostolic writers, through the Spirit, say of the last days of the church age? There is a grave danger of teaching believers to expect a great revival, and setting up that expectation, if the opposite is going to occur, for then people will be disheartened and dismayed. 

The church has known great revivals throughout it’s history, and will again, and we all ought to be in prayer for our part in them, but if the days darken, are our trained men and women ready for the reality that the Lord and apostles speak of? Jeremiah was tasked with the delivery of the hard message of judgment; a call to “reality therapy” in an age that wanted to believe the “good news” and prosperity gospel message. Jeremiah calls us to be ready to stand in difficult places and times; to maintain the truth when people want their ears itched with pleasant words. 2 Timothy 4:1-5.

Let us look at the testimony of the New Testament regarding the last days of the Church Age, leading into the Great Tribulation period:

1.
Luke 17:26-30
Days of Lot and Noah.

2.
1 Timothy 4:1-2
Denial of Faith.

3.
1 Timothy 4:3-4
Denial of liberty.

4.
2 Timothy 3:1-8
Denial of spirituality.

5.
Jude 18

Impact on holiness, separation, respect for authority.

6.
2 Peter 3:3-4
Denial of reality of the Second Advent.

7.
1 John 2:18, 4:3
Denial of the Lord.

Let us be actively seeking the Holy Spirit’s forward plan for our lives as Jeremiah did in dark days in his own generation. Let us expect the moving of the Holy Spirit upon unsaved men and women leading to salvation and pray for it always. 

Even if in our day the churches go steadily into apostacy and compromise, let us set our face towards the Lord Jesus Christ and hold to the truths that we are called to represent as his ambassadors. Let us speak of his grace always, irrespective of the light or the darkness of the days!

Ministry involves service to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords and his people where ever they are. We are here as his pastors to serve his people in love and truth. Jeremiah had the fruit of the Spirit in his life, and had joy in the Lord in the midst of great pain. 

Tears are not incompatible with ministry, but we must ensure they are as Jeremiah’s were; tears that came from love for the lost. Isaiah 53:3-12, 61:3.

There are three goals in all ministry to the saved body of Christ:

1. Equipping the Saints. We interact with God’s people, we teach them, we pray with and for them, and we suffer with them. Luke 6:40, 1 Corinthians 1:10, Galatians 6:1, Ephesians 4:12, 1 Thessalonians 3:10, 1 Peter 5:10.

2. Serving the Saint’s needs. We are always ready to give of our self, our time, and our money, for the needs of the saints, even to the “spoiling” of our own resources. 2 Corinthians 8:3-5, 7-15, Hebrews 10:34, James 1:22-25, 2:14-19.

3. Building up the body of believers. We seek the building up in unity of all the believers for whom the Lord has given us responsibility. We seek both corporate unity, and personal growth. Ephesians 4:14-16.

The Anatomy of prophetic and pastoral ministry should be studied before we enter this book, because we see in Jeremiah a mentor and inspiration for all pastors and teachers in the Lord. 

TOPICS 

Refer to the BTB topics at the end of this chapter for the following studies in the following sub sections and read them carefully:

CHRISTIAN LIFE – GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION, 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – IMITATE CHRIST 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – STEWARDSHIP

CHRISTIAN LIFE – SUFFERING.

CHURCH - OFFICER – PASTORS/ELDERS.

CHURCH – SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP.

HOLY SPIRIT – TEACHER.

PILGRIM.

PROPHET.

Each of these provides introductory principles for a full understanding of the prophet Jeremiah, who wonderfully sets us the example of service under the maximum pressure to which we all may be called in our own generation, as he was to his.

JEREMIAH THE MAN AND JEREMIAH IN HIS HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Jeremiah faced days when his people believed they were safe and secure in their false theologies and habitual worship, but their hearts and lives were far from God and his holy demands. The people were religious but not spiritual, and so they compromised with evil on a day by day basis. Jeremiah was told to be quiet by most, and criticized as “too negative” by all but a few faithful servants of the Lord left in the land. 

The good people had been deported with Daniel and his friends and afterwards leaving only the “worst” of people in the land for the final years until their fateful last rebellion against the Babylonians in 586 BC. Jeremiah 52:28-30. The day chosen by the Jewish people as the commemoration, that is closest to the actual day in our modern calendar, when the city and Temple were destroyed is this very day that I write these words; my birthday, 14 August. 

The apostle John would hear from the other side of the Jordan that the second temple and rebuilt city had been taken and destroyed the same day in 70 AD, for the same reasons. This day is a sad day for Israel’s history and is remembered even to our own days as a solemn fast. 2 Kings 25:3-10, Jeremiah 52:1-14.

Study the topic on JEREMIAH – GOD’S MESSENGER.

Jeremiah’s name means, “The Lord be exulted”, or the Lord is exulted. Such a name was appropriately given with prayer by his father. From earliest years he sanctified himself for the task of destiny that he believed he had. As we will see as we enter this book, this man’s life ran a parallel course in early years to Josiah’s, but he was unable to recall that king from his fatal error based decision to oppose Pharaoh Necho. In 607 BC, 2 Kings 23:29. 

He may have gone so far as John the Baptist would later go and become a life long Nazarite. Jeremiah 1:5, Lamentations 4:7. 

He was a sensitive man, who felt the pain of his people, and grieved for them because of what he knew their sin would lead them to. To pray for those we care about means we feel the pain of their judgment. It remains the truth to our day, that those who do not feel the suffering caused by sin cannot powerfully pray for the sinner. Jeremiah powerfully prayed for his people and he told them the truth consistently throughout his long life, until his death in exile in Egypt.

After the death of Josiah in battle at Megiddo against Necho, the people chose Jehoahaz as their king, but his reign was only three months until Necho came and demanded his replacement with a pro-Egyptian ruler as his vassal. 

The Egyptian appointee was Jehoiakim, who ruled from 607 – 597 BC, and followed the pleasure principle, which is the common choice of men who are in office because they lack other principles! He was, what we would call, a “plastic politician”, who is bendable to the will of all. Necho was beaten by the Babylonians at the world turning battle of Carchamesh. 

Jeremiah was busy during this reign trying to call the court and people to holy obedience to the Lord.  Jeremiah received the Lord’s revelation that the Babylonians were his instrument to punish the wicked, and their rule was not to be plotted against, but supported. 

They had been the instrument to destroy the Assyrians (610 BC – Fall of Nineveh, then 607 BC the final battles around Haran, associated with Carchamesh), and would discipline Egypt and create the peace under which the ancient world would be stabilized until taken over by the Persian Empire.

Jeremiah missed the first two deportations of exiles into Babylonia; the first in 605 BC involved Ezekiel and others like Daniel and his three friends, and the second in 597 BC. Jeremiah was the mentor of Ezekiel and possibly of Daniel also. 

To lose such men from daily contact made Jeremiah’s life the more lonely, and to be known as the man who spoke for Babylon rather than standing like a true patriot, against their conqueror made him appear to be a traitor, or a Quisling to many. Even though his people misunderstood his motives, this man stood for the unpopular truth of God in a time when patriotism would be identified with his opponents.

He was opposed strongly by false prophets in his days; notable amongst them were Zedekiah, Ahab, and Shemaiah. Jeremiah 29:26. They spoke of him as “a madman”, mocking his words, his Nazarite life, his poverty and his friendships. They were the rich and powerful men of their age and spoke to those who ruled, but after the second deportation there were few who could be respected amongst them. 

Jeremiah, as we will see, faced a power confrontation with another false prophet, Hananiah, recorded in Jeremiah 28, where the false prophet speaks as many today do, with confidence in their dreams, and assurance of their legitimacy. We are going to be reminded many times in this study, that sincerity is not truth, and is not to be confused with it. All who walk away from God’s path may have sincerity, but they are sincerely wrong, and their judgment will be the more harsh, because of the lies with which they deceive God’s people.

Jeremiah consistently chose to stand with God’s suffering people, keep speaking purely the Word of God, and turned away from clear promises of personal favour and wealth in Babylon, that were offered to him. Jeremiah 40:1-6. This man looked only to what his part was in the plan. He knew Daniel and Ezekiel’s paths were Babylon, and though he may have longed for their company there, he chose to dwell with the survivors in the land and try to be the Lord’s voice to these people. 

Dr McGee notes ten things about Jeremiah that stand as examples or service and challenges to us all.

1. He was born a priest, as we are born again into priesthood to the Lord. Jeremiah 1:1, 1 Peter 2:9.

2. He was chosen a prophet, to speak the Lord’s words only. Jeremiah 1:5, 2 Timothy 4:1-5.

3. He was called while still young. Jeremiah 1:6, 1 Timothy 1:11-16.

4. He was commissioned to be a prophet of God’s truth. Jeremiah 1:9-10, 1 Corinthians 12:7-11.

5. He begins his ministry in mourning, when many feel the plan of God has failed them, yet the truth is God has not failed, they have failed to follow God. 2 Chronicles 35:25, 1 Corinthians 1:22-31.

6. He was forbidden to marry, for the distraction of marriage and family would have pulled him away from the hard words he had to preach. Jeremiah 16:1-4, 2 Timothy 2:1-10. 

7. He was rejected by his people, not making numbers of converts. As most judge success today he would be deemed a failure, as he never “had the numbers”. Jeremiah 11:19-21, 12:6, 18:18, 1 Timothy 6:20, 2 Timothy 4:3-4.

8. He was beaten, imprisoned, tortured, and threatened with death. Jeremiah 20:1-3, 37:11-16, Matthew 5:11-12, 10:16-18, John 15:18-21, 1 Peter 4:12-19.

9. His work broke his heart, so that he wanted to resign from the work and retire to a comfortable place, but the Lord reminded him that his call, like ours, was “unto death”. Jeremiah 20:9, 2 Corinthians 4:8-18, Hebrews 12:11-15.

10. He saw the destruction of his city and the Temple of Solomon, and saw that he had become a pilgrim, without city or temple on this earth. Jeremiah 42-43, Hebrews 11:13, 13:14, 1 Peter 2:9-12.

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK
(After Dr J Vernon McGee, Thru The Bible with J Vernon McGee, 1982, Thomas Nelson and Co, Nashville, TN, Volume 3, Page 353).

SECTION 1 - HISTORICAL- THE CALL OF JEREMIAH - CHAPTER 1.

Jeremiah was called to ministry during the short reign of the good but foolish king Josiah and he was told from the beginning, as Paul would be later, Acts 9:15-16, that he would suffer greatly for the message he had responsibility to deliver consistently to God’s rebellious people. He was called into a hard ministry and the Lord tells him that he will strengthen him for the task, as he strengthened Isaiah one hundred years before. He ministers under the tragic king Jeconiah and then the evil king Zedekiah, and finally dies in exile in Egypt after the murder of the Babylonian and Jewish governor Gedaliah. 

SECTION 2 - PROPHEPHIES BEFORE THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH - CHAPTERS 2-20.

Chapters 2- 3:5
The indictment against the kingdom of Judah – that they had rejected God’s truth.

Chapter 3:6 – 6
Their “back sliding” steadily away from the truth they had been taught.

Chapters 7 – 10
Warnings given at the Temple Gate by the Lord’s prophet.

Chapters 11 – 12
The Facts given – they have walked away from the Mosaic revelation.

Chapter 13
The Parable of the Line Girdle.

Chapter 14 – 15
The Cycles of Discipline unfold. Leviticus 26:18-26. 

Chapter 16 – 17:18
The prophet is forbidden to marry because his suffering will be so great.

Chapter 17:19-27
The message to the King in the Gate of the city.

Chapters 18-19
The sign at the Potter’s house.

Chapter 20
The cost of telling the truth – Jeremiah’s persecution.

SECTION 3 - PROPHECIES DURING THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH 

Chapters 21-22
Nebuchadnezzar’s part in the plan of God described to King Zedekiah.

Chapter 23
Light shining in a very dark day.

Chapter 24
The Parable of the basket of figs.

Chapter 25
The Seventy Year captivity.

Chapter 26
A sermon in the Temple court during the short reign of Jehoiakim.

Chapters 27-28
The Parable of the Yokes.

Chapter 29
The first delegation of the Captivity receives hope. 

SECTION 4 - PROPHECIES RELATING TO THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL

Chapter 30
The Great Tribulation.

Chapter 31
God’s power in the midst of adversity – “I Will”.

Chapter 32
Buying Real Estate as a testimony to faith in the future.

Chapter 33
The Coming Kingdom of David.

Chapter 34
Zedekiah’s captivity foretold.

Chapter 35
The obedience of the Rechabites.

Chapter 36
Jehoiakim shows his true colours by destroying the Word of God.

Chapter 37-38
Jeremiah suffers direct persecution through imprisonment.

Chapter 39
Jeremiah is released from prison as the city is captured. 

SECTION 5
PROPHECIES TO THE REMNANT LEFT BEHIND IN THE LAND

Chapter 40 – 42
Hope and guidance given to those who feel dispossessed and bereft.

SECTION 6 - PROPHECIES DURING JEREMIAH’S LAST DAYS IN EGYPT

Chapters 43-44
To the remnant in Egypt.

Chapter 45
To Baruch – his faithful servant.

Chapter 46
To Egypt.

Chapter 47
To the Philistines.

Chapter 48
To the Moabites.

Chapter 49
To Ammon, Edom, Damascus, Kedar, Hazor, Elam.

Chapters 50-51
To Babylon itself.

SECTION 7 – HISTORICAL - THE FALL OF JERUSALEM 

Chapter 52
The Fall of Jerusalem, exactly as the prophet had foretold it would occur. 

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION

Listed below are the 34 things God provides for every believer at the point of salvation.

1. In the eternal plan of God. (Sharing the destiny of Christ)

a) Foreknown (Acts 2:23, Romans 8:29, 1 Peter 1:2)

b) Elect (Romans 8:33, Colossians 3:12, 1 Thessalonians 1:4, Titus 1:1

c) Predestined (Romans 8:29, 30, Ephesians 1:5, 11)

d) Chosen (Matthew 22:14, 1 Peter 2:4)

e) Called (1 Thessalonians 5:24)

2. Reconciled

a) By God (2 Corinthians 5:18, 19, Colossians 1:20)

b) To God. (Romans 5:10, 2 Corinthians 5:20, Ephesians 2:14-17)

3. Redeemed (Romans 3:24, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18)

4. Condemnation removed. (John 3:18, 5:24, Romans 8:1)

5. Under Grace instead of judgment; God is satisfied with the death of His Son. (Romans 3:24-26, 1 John 2:2)

6. All sins judged by the death of Christ. (Romans 4:25, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 2:24)

7. Dead to old life - alive to God.

a) Crucified with Christ. (Romans 6:6, Galatians 2:20)

b) Dead with Christ. (Romans 6:8, Colossians 3:3, 1 Peter 2:24)

c) Buried with him. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 2:12)

d) Raised with Christ. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 3:1)

8. Free from the law.

a) Dead. (Romans 7:4)

b) Delivered. (Romans 6:14, 7:6, 2 Corinthians 3:11, Galatians 3:25)

9. Regenerated. (John 13:10, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:5)

a) Born again. (John 3:7, 1 Peter 1:23)

b) Children of God. (Galatians 3:26)

c) Sons of God. (John 1:12, 2 Corinthians 6:18, 1 John 3:2)

d) A new creation. (2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15, Ephesians 2:10)

10. Adopted. (Romans 8:15, 8:23 (future) Ephesians 1:5)

11. Acceptable to God. (Ephesians 1:6, 1 Peter 2:5)

a) Made righteous (Romans 3:22, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9)

b) Sanctified positionally. (1 Corinthians 1:30, 6:11)

c) Perfected forever. (Hebrews 10:14)

d) Made meet (qualified) (Colossians 1:12)

12. Justified (declared righteous). (Romans 3:24, 5:1, 5:9, 8:30, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:7)

13. Forgiven all trespasses. (Ephesians 1:7, 4:32, Colossians 1:14, 2:13, 3:13)

14. Made nigh. (Heavenly citizenship based on reconciliation) (Luke 10:20, Ephesians 2:13, 19)

15. Delivered from the kingdom of Satan. (Colossians 1:13, 2:15)

16. Transferred into God's kingdom. (Colossians 1:13)

17. On a secure foundation. (1 Corinthians 3:11, 10:4, Ephesians 2:20)

18. A gift from God the Father to Christ. (John 10:29, 17:2, 6, 9, 11, 12, 24)

19. Delivered from the power of the sin nature. (Romans 2:29, Colossians 2:11)

20. Appointed priests unto God.

a) Holy priesthood. (1 Peter 2:5)

b) Royal priesthood. (1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:6)

21. Under the care of God as a chosen generation and a peculiar people. (Titus 2:14, 1 Peter 2:9)

22. Given access to God. (Romans 5:2, Ephesians 2:18, Hebrews 4:14, 16, 10:19, 20)

23. Within the "much more" care of God. (Romans 5:9, 10)

a) Objects of His love. (Ephesians 2:4, 5:2)

b) Objects of His grace.

i) For salvation. (Ephesians 2:8, 9)

ii) For keeping. (1 Peter 1:5)

iii) For service (John 17:18)

iv) For instruction (Titus 2:12)

c) Objects of His power. (Ephesians 1:19, Philippians 2:13)

d) Objects of His faithfulness.(Philippians 1:6, Hebrews 13:5,6)

e) Objects of His peace. (John 14:27)

f) Objects of His consolation. (2 Thessalonians 2:16)

g) Objects of His intercession. (Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:25)

24. God's inheritance (Possession). (Ephesians 1:18)

25. Beneficiaries of an inheritance as heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:17, Ephesians 1:14 Colossians 3:24, Hebrews 9:15, 1 Peter 1:4)

26. A new position. (Ephesians 2:6)

a) Partners with Christ in life. (Colossians 3:4)

b) Partners with Christ in service. (1 Corinthians 1:9)

c) Workers together with God. (1 Corinthians 3:9, 2 Corinthians 6:1)

d) Ministers of the New Testament. (2 Corinthians 3:6)

e) Ambassadors. (2 Corinthians 5:20)

f) Living epistles. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

g) Ministers of God. (2 Corinthians 6:4)

27. Recipients of eternal life. (John 3:15, 10:28, 20:31, 1 John 5:11, 12)

28. Members of the family and household of God. (Galatians 6:10, Ephesians 2:19)

29. Light in the Lord. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 Thessalonians 5:4)

30. United to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

a) In God. (1 Thessalonians 1:1) of "God in you" (Ephesians 4:6)

b) In Christ. (John 14:20 of "Christ in you" Colossians 1:27)

i) A member in His body. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

ii) A branch in the vine. (John 15:5)

iii) A stone in the building. (Ephesians 2:21, 22, 1 Peter 2:5)

iv) A sheep in the flock. (John 10:27-29)

v) A part of His bride. (Ephesians 5:25)

vi) A priest of the kingdom of priests. (1 Peter 2:9)

vii) A saint of the "new species". (2 Corinthians 5:17)

c) In the Spirit. (Romans 8:9) of "the Spirit in you"

31. Recipients of the ministries of the Holy Spirit.

a) Born of the Spirit. (John 3:6)

b) Baptized with the Spirit. (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13)

c) Indwelt by the Spirit. (John 7:39, Romans 5:5, 8:9, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19, Galatians 4:6, 1 John 3:24)

d) Sealed by the Spirit (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 4:30)

e) Given spiritual gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:11, 27-31, 13:1, 2)

32. Glorified. (Romans 8:30)

33. Complete in Him. (Colossians 2:10)

34. Possessors of every spiritual blessing provided in eternity past. (Ephesians 1:3)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  IMITATE CHRIST

1. Imitation is the foundation of discipleship, the surest and quickest method of training - 1 Corinthians 4:16

2. The Corinthians could imitate Paul, for he was imitating Jesus Christ. In context the imitation has to do with self sacrifice for the cause of the ministry - 1 Corinthians 10; 23-33, 11:1

3. As the believer imitates Christ he reflects the character of the invisible God. Here the imitation relates specifically to God's love expressed in forgiveness - Ephesians 4:32, 5:1-2

4. Peter illustrates the fact that the minister of God's Word is to be an example to those he teaches - 1 Peter 5:2-3

5. To become an example you first must be an imitator. - 1 Thessalonians 1:6-7

6. Imitation is the primary teaching method of Jesus Christ - 1 Peter 2:21

7. The call of "follow me" was used by ancient rabbis to call their disciples to a life of learning by imitation - Matthew 4:19, John 21:19,22

8. The principle of imitation is conformity. - Matthew 10:24-25; Luke 6:40

9. This principle was fulfilled when the training of the disciples was finally completed. - Acts 4:13

10. The quest of the pastor teacher must be to imitate Christ and to be imitated in the faith. - Hebrews 13:7

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  STEWARDSHIP

1. There are a number of promises related to good stewardship. (Luke 6:38, Acts 20:35, 2 Corinthians. 9:6, Hebrews 6:10, 13:16)

2. We are to distribute to the saints. (Romans 12:13)

a) Cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7)

b) simply (Romans 12:8)

c) to the glory of God (1 Corinthians 10:31)

d) faithfully (1 Corinthians  4:2, Luke 21:1-4)

3. Stewardship in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 15:7-11; Psalm 112:9; Proverbs 11:24,25; Ecclesiastes 11:1; Malachi 3:10).

4. Stewardship for the rich is given in (1 Timothy 6:17-19).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING

1. Ultimately, all suffering is a result of the sin of Adam.

2. God is sovereign and allows even undeserved suffering to come upon the world for a reason (Romans 8:28)

a) To bring people to a point of helplessness where they call out to Him

b) To test and develop faith, so bringing glory to Himself.

3. There will be no suffering for believers in eternity (Revelation 21:4).

4. Unbelievers will suffer forever in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:12-15).

5. Suffering can be caused by:

a) Discipline for your own sins

b) The effect of the sins of others on you - gossip, war, crime

c) Self-induced suffering as a result of your own actions – e.g. sickness from smoking, poverty from poor stewardship

d) The sovereign will of God - health, weather.

6. Premise of Suffering:

a) All suffering is designed for blessing in the Christian walk (1 Peter 1:7, 8, 4:14)

b) Even discipline is designed to restore fellowship (Hebrews 12:6)

c) Suffering follows the principle of grace (Romans 8:28, 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

7. Purpose of Christian Suffering:

a) To receive discipline for carnality or backsliding (Psalm 38)

b) To glorify God (Job 1:8-12, Luke 15:20, 21)

c) To illustrate doctrine (Book of Hosea)

d) To learn obedience (Philippians 2:8, Hebrews 5:8)

e) To keep down pride (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

f) To develop faith (1 Peter 1:7, 8)

g) To witness for Christ (2 Corinthians 13:4)

h) To demonstrate the power of God (2 Corinthians 11:24-33, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

i) To manifest the fruit of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 4:8-11)

j) To help others who suffer (2 Corinthians 1:3-5)

k) From indirect action - because other believers get out of fellowship (Romans 14, 1Corinthians 12:12, 13, 26, 1Samuel 21, 1Chronicles 21).

8. Dealing With Suffering - Applying Spiritual Daily Orders:

To be a believer is to be associated with suffering.  It is not a strange thing, it is our duty, and we are to take it as a soldier takes the rigours of a long campaign;  without complaint, and with dignity and strength.  

The five  “Daily Orders” for the battle against the adversary, to be applied in the church age, in the power of the Holy Spirit are found in 1Peter 5:8,9.  They will protect us against the cunning of the “lion”.

a) Be Sober! - At all times be self controlled, not under the control of any emotion, or any other substance(drink or drugs), but only by the Holy Spirit. Romans 13:11-13. 1 Thessalonians 5:6 -8.

b) Be Vigilant! - At all times, stay awake to danger, don’t relax your guard, don’t get careless.

c) Resist! - Stand up to, resist, oppose everything he stands for. Zero tolerance of evil is to be the standard for our lives. Also refer, Luke 4:3-12,  Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-13,  James 4:7.

d) Be steadfast in the faith once delivered to the apostles! Be unbreakable, stand as a solid mass of soldiers resisting attack.  Stand with the apostolic doctrines, and their practices.  As a local church be united, stand together, tight and committed to each other.

e) Keep on knowing you are not alone!  All believers suffer pressures when they stand for their Lord. 

CHURCH OFFICERS - PASTORS/ELDERS

1. Acts 20:17,28 shows that the elder/pastor/bishop/overseer are the same.  Each word simply emphasizes a different role.

2. Greek words used of the pastoral role and responsibility. 

a) Presbuteros (elder) - the authority in the church (cf the elders were the wise judges who sat at the gates of ancient cities). Acts 20:17

b) Poimenos didaskalos (pastor-teacher) - the shepherd, to feed the flock and protect them. Jeremiah 3:15

c) Episkopos (bishop/overseer) - the leader/overseer of the church. Acts 20:28, 1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:7

d) Diakonos (servant/minister) - the servant in humility.

3. It is therefore concluded that an elder is a pastor holding the office of bishop, overseer or shepherd in the Church.  They deal with spiritual matters within the church, shepherding, feeding and protecting the flock.

4. An elder should have the spiritual gift of Pastor/Teacher or Evangelist.

5. Function

a) To rule. (1 Timothy 3:4,5; 5:17) - the pastor/elders in a church are the authority in the church, under God.

b) To guard the body of revealed truth from error and perversion. (Titus 1:9).

c) To oversee the Church as a shepherd of his flock. (Acts 20:28; John 21:16; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:1-3).

d) Elders are given to the church by the Holy Spirit (Acts 20:28).

e) Great stress is laid upon their due appointment. (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5)

f) At first they were ordained by an apostle. (Acts 14:23)

g) Later Church guidance was required in such appointments. (Titus 1:5; 1 Timothy 3:1-7)

6. Qualifications (1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1)

a) blameless - you will be blamed for many things - make sure they are not true. You must deal with sin in your life.

b) be the husband of one wife or a one-woman man (ie faithful, not lusting after other women) - v 11  He may have been legitimately divorced according to scripture.

c) be vigilant -  clear headed or cool

d) be sober - has self control

e) be of good behaviour - orderly and well co ordinated, respectable

f) be hospitable - always ready to invite people into your home 

g) be keen to teach - keen to share the Word of God with them.

h) not given to wine - he should not be addicted to alcohol.

i) not be a striker - he must not be a hot head

j) must not be greedy of filthy lucre - he must not be greedy for money.

k) must not be a contentious arguer

l) must not be covetous -

m) if married, his wife and children must be dignified and under control.

n) not a new convert.  Train candidates for ministry as deacons, in Sunday Schools and youth groups before appointing them.

o) he must have a good witness to the unbelieving world.

7. The appointment of pastors is described in (1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11).

8. The gift of pastor-teacher is given to men only - it is not the role of the woman to teach or exercise authority over men in the church  1 Timothy 2:12, 1 Corinthians 14:34-35.

9. Pastoral authority is not a cause for boasting, it is based on service with all humility John 13:5 -17 2 Corinthians 10:8,  Galatians 6:3-5.  The pastor's authority is to teach the Word of God so that all will see the truth clearly.

10. Age is not a barrier 1 Timothy 4:9-12.

11. If the pastor does not fulfil his responsibilities

a) He is to be warned, then rebuked by the elders if he continues.  Titus 2:15, 2 Corinthians 13:10, 2 Timothy 4:2.

b) The Lord will discipline him 1 Timothy 6:3-5, James 5:19-20.

12. The reward of the pastor. (Hebrews 6:10; 1 Peter 5:4).

13. Key verses for the pastoral role  1 Peter 5:4, Ephesians 3:7-13,  1 Timothy 2:24-26, 3:1-9, Colossians 1:23-29, Titus 1:6-9, 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20, Hebrews 13:7, 17, 6:10.

CHURCH: -SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP

1Peter 5:2-4  “Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 3  neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being examples to the flock. 4   And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.”

1. As pastors we are all “fellow-elders”, equals before God, tried by suffering, focused and empowered by the Holy Spirit, and  with a heart for service, and an expectation of glory  within to drive us. 

2. We are to “shepherd the flock; loving, self sacrificial service is in view here.

3. We are to feed the flock; they must not starve when they are with us.

4. They are God’s flock, not ours. We have the care and responsibility, but we answer to the Lord himself for our work with the flock he has given us.

5. We are to exercise oversight, so as to receive a good report from the Lord, and we are to be focused, as we serve Him, on His well done not anything else (Matthew 25:21-23).

6. We are to serve in a free way, under the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, not from any other “constraint”. No compulsion is to drive us except the desire coming from within from love for our Lord.

7. We are to be as keen as a volunteer, and with all the passion that this involves.

8. Lust for money, power, authority, position, or reputation, are not to be a part of our lives at all. Such lust for power is illustrated by Diotrephes (3 John 9-10).

9. We are to be filled with passion, ready to serve, with total zeal for the task to which we are called.

10. Not lording it over the flock, as monarchs or dictators.

11. Being patterns, role models that others can follow in holy and joy filled living.

12. Being focused on winning the crown of glory, that is the eternal reward for the pastor who serves well. This involves being prepared to wear the crown of suffering in time with glory in our hearts, for they are fixed on eternal realities, where our true reward will be received.

Lazy pastors, power or money hungry pastors, are strongly rebuked here, and are reminded that the Lord’s expectation of them is serious, and the consequences of failure or success (as the Lord determines it), are eternal. The Lord is the Chief Shepherd, he is the one to whom we must give account, and it is his well done that we are to focus on. 

HOLY SPIRIT:  TEACHER

1. He is the Spirit of Wisdom. (Isaiah 11:2, 40:13-14)

2. He reveals the things of God. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

3. He reveals the things of Christ. (John 16:14)

4. He guides into all truth. (John 14:26, 16:13)

5. He enables ministers to teach. (1 Corinthians 12:8)

6. He teaches the saints to answer persecutors. (Mark 13:11, Luke 12:12)

7. He directs in the way of godliness. (Isaiah 30:21, Ezekiel 36:27)

8. He brings the words of Christ to remembrance. (John 14:26)

PILGRIM

1. A pilgrim is a sojourner in a strange place; a stranger in a foreign country.

2. The believer is a pilgrim in this world as our real home country is a heavenly one (John 15:19 Ephesians 2:19; 1 Peter 2:11).

3. This is illustrated in the lives of the patriarchs (Genesis 47:9; Exodus 6:4; Hebrews I I:8-10; 13 -16).

4. When the people of Israel were living in the promised land they were, from a spiritual point of view, still pilgrims (Psalm 39:12; 119:54).

5. So too are Christians, even when living in peace and prosperity under a Christian government (Matthew 6:19-21; Luke 12:34).

6. The life of a Christian is a pilgrimage.  This theme is worked out in great detail in John Bunyan's well-known allegory, "The Pilgrim's Progress".

7. Our heavenly home will not come gradually.  The existing system will be destroyed and replaced by God Himself (2 Peter 3:12-13; Revelation 3:12; 21:2,10).
PROPHET

1. The gift of prophecy and the office of the prophet are distinguished in scripture.  In the Old Testament there were those who had the office of prophet, and served in an official capacity within the worship system of Israel but there were also those who at times were given the gift of prophecy to give a special prophecy even though they were not full time prophets.  Elijah was a man with the office and the gift, where-as David had the gift at times but not the office.

2. The roles of the person with the office of prophet were many and varied: 

a) Aaron was a preacher (Exodus 7:1).

b) In Nehemiah's time the prophet-preacher had a role to exegete the Word of God clearly so that the people would know the truth (Nehemiah 6:7, Hosea 6:5). 

c) As revivalists they were to call people to repentance (Judges 6:7-12, Zechariah 7:7-12).

d) They were to oppose apostasy so that those who were likely to be misled by a false teacher would have no excuse (1 Kings 18:36-39, 40, 2 Chronicles 25:15,  Ezekiel 2:5, 2 Kings 20:11).

e) They were encouragers of the people (Ezra 5:2). 

f) They were sometimes song/worship leaders for the people (1 Samuel 10:5).

g) They led in prayer at worship (2 Chronicles 32:20).

h) They were the advisors to the kings and they were associated with coronations (1Samuel 10:1, 1Kings 11:28, 29, 2 Kings 9:1-6, 2 Chronicles 12:5,    2 Chronicles 12:6,  15:2-7).

i) They were spiritual advisors or seers for the kings; they "saw" the immediate future and so were able to advise the kings of the right decisions (1 Samuel 9:9, 2 Samuel 24:11, 1 Chronicles 21:9, 24:29,  2 Chronicles 19:2, 33: 18, 2 Kings 17:13,  Isaiah 29:10). 

j) They were fore-tellers of significant future events (2 Samuel 7:5-16,  Amos  9:11, Isaiah 9:6,7, Isaiah 53, Ezekiel 34:22ff, Micah 5:2,  Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 13:8, Joel, Zechariah 14) and many more.  

k) God intended them to be the shepherds and vine-dressers of the nation.  As such they were to be the type of Christ, who is referred to in the Old Testament as "the   great prophet" (Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Zechariah 13:5-6,  Matthew 21:11 ,  Luke 7:16,  8: 18-20, 24:19, 23-26, John 7:40,41).

3. There was no "set" formula for the prophets to follow, but certain things were established as "tests" for the people to be sure the prophet was genuine.

a) The prophet had to have a spiritual life witness that was like Moses (Deuteronomy  34:10 - 12).

b) God spoke to the prophets by dreams and visions.  God spoke to Moses face to face but he was an exception (Numbers 12:6-7). 

c) The prophet had to be totally confident of his message, as he was judged by God if there was any falsehood in it (1 Kings 22:13, 14, 2 Kings 5:8). 

d) There were to be no secret prophecies, everything was to be open and clear, so that all the people might be warned of God (Jeremiah 23:25-29).

e) The prophet had to be specific in his message and had to be obeyed literally (2 Kings 5:10-19, note especially verse 13).

4. There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day (Jeremiah 2:8,  Ezekiel 13:1-23).  Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about (Matthew 7:15 - 23). NOTE THE LORD'S WORDS here in that the personal walk of the prophet is to be paid attention to. No spiritual fruit in their life = no truth in their words. God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgement upon them, so that believers are always presented with an obedience test, to see whether we will obey the scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgement.  False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching.  Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil (Hosea 4:5, 6,  9:7, 8).

5. Tests that believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy:

a) The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God (Jeremiah 23:33-36, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 1 Corinthians 14:32). 

b) The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God (Deuteronomy 13:1- 5). 

c) The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested (Deuteronomy 18:20-22,  Jeremiah 28:9).

d) Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false (Jeremiah 8:10). 

e) Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false (Micah 2:11).

f) Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife,.....etc in their life , they were false! (Jeremiah 23:11).

g) God's prophets were generally men alone, not in groups (1 Kings 22:5-8, 18:22).

h) Does the prophecy accord with scripture? (1 Corinthians 14:37, 38,  2 Kings 23:2).

JEREMIAH – GOD’S MESSENGER

1. SCRIPTURE  Jeremiah.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Jeremiah, whose name means "Jehovah exalts", was born into the priestly family of Hilkiah in Anathoth, a city in Benjamin assigned to the Levites under Joshua (Jeremiah 1:1, cf. Joshua 21:18), c. 65O BC. He was called to the prophetic ministry in 627 BC (Jeremiah 1:6). He was informed by God that he had a ministry to the nations as well as Israel. Jeremiah worked under the last five kings of Judah:  Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin and Zedekiah. Late in his reign Josiah instituted reforms (621 BC) (2 Kings 23) which Jeremiah supported (Jeremiah 11:1-8). Josiah was killed at the battle of Megiddo in 608 BC (2 Kings 23:29) with Jeremiah mourning his death (Jeremiah 22:10). Jehoahaz, who succeeded Josiah, was replaced by Pharaoh Necho after three months by Jehoiachim in whose reign Nebuchadnezzar defeated the Egyptian forces at the battle of Carchemish in 606 BC (Jeremiah 44). Jeremiah, who spoke out against the kings, was persecuted (Jeremiah 12:6; 15:15-18), plotted against (Jeremiah 18:18), imprisoned (Jeremiah 20:2), declared worthy of death (Jeremiah 26:10f.), His written prophecies were destroyed (Jeremiah 36:27). 

Despite this, Jeremiah continued interceding for Judah, pleading with God for them. He predicted the destruction of the nation, temple and lamented over things to come (Jeremiah 14:17). Jehoiachin (or Coniah) was cursed by God (Jeremiah 22:28-30). He reigned for only three months before being replaced by his uncle, Zedekiah (2 Kings 24:17). It was to Zedekiah he sent his famous letter (Jeremiah 29:1). Jeremiah foretold an exile of 70 years and future restoration (Jeremiah 32:36-44). Nebuchadnezzar treated Jeremiah well but after the murder of the governor of Judah he fled into Egypt (Jeremiah 42:1 - 43:7), where he continued to rebuke the idolatrous Jews (Jeremiah 44:1). He eventually died in Egypt.

3. EVALUATION

Jeremiah's message can be divided into various groups:

a) God was seen by Jeremiah as the,

i) Creator and sovereign Lord who governs all things (Jeremiah 27:5; 23:23f.)

ii) He is the supreme will in the universe.

iii) He is the source of eternal life (Jeremiah 2:13; 17:13).

iv) He loves His people tenderly (Jeremiah 2:2; 31:1-3).

b) Idolatry is condemned in many places where Jeremiah speaks out against Baal, Molech and the queen of heaven. Idols were found in the temple (Jeremiah 32:34) and children were sacrificed to Molech and Baal (Jeremiah 7:31; 19:5; 32:35).

c) Jeremiah emphasised the precedent of the moral law over the ceremonial law,

i) Reverence for the ark (Jeremiah 3:16).

ii) Tables of the Torah (Jeremiah 31:31f.).

iii) Sign of circumcision (Jeremiah 4:4; 6:10; 9:26).

iv) The Temple (Jeremiah 7:4; 27:16).

v) Sacrificial system (Jeremiah 6:20; 14:12).

d) His hope for the future of Israel,

i) Her exile in Babylon would not last forever (Jeremiah 25:11; 29:10).

ii) As it became darker his message shines brighter (Jeremiah 23:1-8).

iii) His hope gave him the great act of faith in the darkest days (Jeremiah 32:1-15).

e) His view of the end times,

i) Samaria will be restored (Jeremiah 3:18; 31:4-9).

ii) Abundance will be common-place (Jeremiah 31:12-14).

iii) Jerusalem will be holy to the Lord (Jeremiah 31:23).

iv) Gentile nations to share in the blessing (Jeremiah 16:19; 30:8,9).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) God always provides a messenger (Matthew 9:38; John 16:23).

b) The message never changed even with changes in kings (Psalm 117:2).

c) In a period of decline God's message becomes of greater comfort (Psalm 43:5).

d) A messenger from God is not normally popular (John 15:20).

e) One has to be consistent even when under pressure (Hebrews 12:1).

f) There is a future for Israel (Romans 11:1,26, 27).

g) Jesus Christ will return and reign (Luke 1:33; 2 Thessalonians 2:2).

h) God will bless a nation or individual who truly repents (Deuteronomy 30:2,3,9,10)-

i) God is supreme and in final control (Proverbs 8:15).

SECTION 3:  PROPHECIES MAINLY GIVEN DURING THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH 

Chapters 21-22

Nebuchadnezzar’s part in the plan of God described to King Zedekiah.

Chapter 23

Light shining in a very dark day.

Chapter 24

The Parable of the basket of figs.

Chapter 25

The Seventy Year captivity.

Chapter 26

A sermon in the Temple court during the short reign of Jehoiakim.

Chapters 27-28

The Parable of the Yokes.

Chapter 29

The first delegation of the Captivity receives hope. 

INTRODUCTION TO SECTION 3

We now enter a section where there are detailed and precise dating of each of these requests and answers into the situation they arose from. There is an exception to this in chapter 22, where one message may have been given twice, during both sieges, to the two foolish sons of Josiah, both the corrupt Jehoiakim and Zedekiah and their extended families. The message here I believe was given twice, initially to the group under Jehoiakim in the rebellion he led, and then repeated in slightly modified form to the family and court of Zedekiah referring to their relatives and friends/lovers who had already paid the price of rebellion by ignoring the initial message. That would explain why Baruch, when he gathered these messages, grouped them here rather than in the earlier section.

The bulk of these prophetic words of Jeremiah come then with maximum force directly into the final days of Zedekiah, after he had decided to rebel, and when the great king of Babylon had declared war upon him. He and his court had seen the price paid for rebellion by those who had been taken at the surrender of the city by Jeconiah, yet they felt they were special enough to get away with such stupidity, when they had already lost all their best army leadership. 

The weasel nature of the king and his stupidity in declaring rebellion is covered by his request in this first chapter but behind his words lie the truth of his rebellion. He had ignored the prophet’s words of warning and so he faces the full might of Babylonian power. It may be he had launched his rebellion after he had heard of Nebuchadnezzar’s mental illness, thinking the king was weak and unable to respond to rebellion, but the system this king had set up was efficient and effective and was run by men like Daniel, and he had loyal and mighty generals like Nebuzaradan! God knew all the facts and had given them to Jeremiah and so the rebellion was as doomed as Josiah’s leading his army to Megiddo. Neither man asked God for directions before they acted. 2 Kings 23:29-30, 24:18-20, 25:8-10, 2 Chronicles 36:35:20-25, 36:11-20, Daniel 4:28-37. 

These chapters record the danger of asking God to sanctify man’s choices, especially when they are misguided! God is not the one to “bail stupid man out”, he is the one to be obeyed from the beginning; with his plan followed, not the will of man. Matthew 26:39, Mark 14:35-36, Luke 22:41-44.   Even when we have been stupid there is hope in repentance.
We all stand in danger of being like Zedekiah; of not heeding God’s direction, but second guessing the Lord, then asking him to bless our stupidity! God does not sanctify stupidity! Such things can be confessed, but their consequences must be taken on the chin, or on the neck! Zedekiah will pay the ultimate price for this rash and traitorous act towards the great king who gave him the throne in the first place!  He could have turned things around, but only by obeying Jeremiah.
JEREMIAH 21:1-7

1  The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, when king Zedekiah sent unto him Pashur the son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, saying, 2  Enquire, I pray thee, of the LORD for us; for Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon maketh war against us; if so be that the LORD will deal with us according to all his wondrous works, that he may go up from us. 3  Then said Jeremiah unto them, Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah: 4  Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Behold, I will turn back the weapons of war that are in your hands, wherewith ye fight against the king of Babylon, and against the Chaldeans, which besiege you without the walls, and I will assemble them into the midst of this city. 5  And I myself will fight against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in anger, and in fury, and in great wrath. 6  And I will smite the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast: they shall die of a great pestilence. 7  And afterward, saith the LORD, I will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, and his servants, and the people, and such as are left in this city from the pestilence, from the sword, and from the famine, into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of those that seek their life: and he shall smite them with the edge of the sword; he shall not spare them, neither have pity, nor have mercy.

REFLECTION
1  The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, when king Zedekiah sent unto him Pashur the son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, saying, 2, Enquire, I pray thee, of the LORD for us; for Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon maketh war against us; if so be that the LORD will deal with us according to all his wondrous works, that he may go up from us.

We have already met Pashur in the earlier chapter, and heard his judgment from the prophet after he had ordered the prophet beaten and humiliated. This man will be humiliated himself and will die in exile. The other man, also a priest, is Zephaniah, but not the man who authored the book that bears his name. Zephaniah 1:1. The events described here are also recorded in the historical section of Jeremiah. Read chapter 32, verses 1-5, chapter 37:1-3, and chapter 52:1-5. 

Pashur was to live and suffer in Babylon, but Zephaniah was to die with the three other men who shared the role that Pashur did. This is recorded in Jeremiah 52:24-27. This last chapter of Jeremiah makes very sobering reading, for it records how few captives were taken alive to Babylon from the city of Jerusalem this last time. Jeremiah 52:28-30. If you work out how many thousands of people would have been in the city during the last siege you will see the terrible carnage of it. Archaeological excavations of this siege indicate the terrible violence of the end of it.

The king has asked his men to “enquire” of Jeremiah, yet this is after the fact! The fact is that the king has already rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar and had not sought advice on that matter and now seeks a “happy ever after” ending. Notice the different spelling of the king of Babylon’s name here. This form here and later in the chapter is the real pronunciation of his name, rather than the more common one that we are used to. 

There is a time to seek advice and a time to seek surrender, and it is the latter now for this foolish Jewish king, who has rebelled against the very man who lifted him up to kingship! For Jeremiah there is a real challenge in this question from Zedekiah. To be a consultant means you must be ready to tell the truth and also be ready to withdraw from a job because the real decisions are already taken and they simply want a “fall guy” to blame when all goes wrong. 

The king apparently wants help, or does he? Is he simply covering his options and trying to do what evil men do who compromise truth; he is trying to keep his personal paganism and pleasure loving life style intact and yet secure God’s prophet as his adviser also! In racing gambling terms this “bet” is called “a dollar each way”. It is the active collusion in this that apparently costs Zephaniah his life. Pashur is a thug initially and Zephaniah is more subtle, but both will be judged for their part in this charade; each perfectly in accordance with their own heart, which God alone knew thoroughly.

Zedekiah the king has a clear expectation of what God is to do to help him. He makes it clear by his request to Jeremiah. In his own arrogant way he indicates to Jeremiah the sort of reply that will guarantee royal favour. The king wants Jeremiah to stand as Isaiah did against Sennacherib in 701BC and call upon the Lord to defeat Nebuchadnezzar, and for the Lord to rise up and deliver the city from the siege, just as God alone had delivered the city by the supernatural plague in that day of Assyrian power. 2 Kings 19:29-37, 2 Chronicles 32:16-23. 

The problem with this was clear however; Sennacherib was Satan’s man, but Nebuchadnezzar was God’s man, who he had used to destroy the Assyrians, and the people were to bow to him and follow him, not rebel against him. The question put by the two courtiers is stated as if the Babylonian king has unjustly declared war on Judah (which is what Sennacherib did), whereas the truth is Zedekiah has declared war on Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon. 

The people of Hezekiah and Isaiah’s days were saved by religious revival and biblical obedience. There was no repentance on Zedekiah’s part, nor any prayer wholly offered to the Lord God of Israel. There will therefore be no deliverance from the consequences of their disobedience!  Psalms 44:1-4, 46:8-11, 48:4-8, Isaiah 59:1-2, 66:1-5. The question is built upon lies and deception and so there will be no comfort for the evil king and his henchmen.

3  Then said Jeremiah unto them, Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah: 4  Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Behold, I will turn back the weapons of war that are in your hands, wherewith ye fight against the king of Babylon, and against the Chaldeans, which besiege you without the walls, and I will assemble them into the midst of this city.

Jeremiah stands firmly for the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. He begins by seeming to say what they ask, but his prophecy of upholding the army refers to the enemy not the defenders of the city, few of whom were apparently believers, we can deduce from the few survivors. We know that the Lord defends his own, even in the midst of a war, and the few survivors within the city indicate few were true to the Lord and the Word of God. 

God will “turn back the weapons of war” but it will be the ones in the hands of the king, not the Babylonians.  The Lord will certainly move the Babylonian Army; they will move in good order outside the walls to full victory parade inside the walls. They will march right in through the walls. They will take the city and all others in the land. Ezekiel is even more blunt. Ezekiel 16:35-43.

5  And I myself will fight against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in anger, and in fury, and in great wrath. 6  And I will smite the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast: they shall die of a great pestilence.

There isn’t much doubt about who the Lord is fighting for here! There is a total repudiation of the people who live in Jerusalem and round about. They have lost the Lord’s protection and will feel the Lord’s judgment and all but a few will die. The Lord is furious with them! Note the anger of the Lord here, for this is a subject that is still spoken of in the New Testament, for those who walk away from love and grace must expect fury! When you persistently insult the Cross there is no hope for you!  
These people have rejected the God of Moses while they claim to be keeping the Mosaic Law. Their hypocrisy is hated by the Lord with a mighty fury that will be unleashed upon them. There will be both famine and pestilence, with people dieing of hunger and disease well before the army breaks in and kills the survivors. They will be dealt with in judgment, but there will be a remnant of the believers saved, even then. Ezekiel 14:13-23, 20:30-36, 33:27-33.  

​7  And afterward, saith the LORD, I will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, and his servants, and the people, and such as are left in this city from the pestilence, from the sword, and from the famine, into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of those that seek their life: and he shall smite them with the edge of the sword; he shall not spare them, neither have pity, nor have mercy.

The prophecy is specific for the king and his family and associates in the palace. They obviously felt pretty good as servants of the king and they lived a high life with their pagan pleasures, but all would change. The few survivors of the famine, the plague and the actual capture of the city will be taken before the great king of Babylon and will there be killed by him face to face, for their treachery to his rulership and his mercy in sparing this city twice before. 

Under the ancient world’s rules a city and all it’s people belonged to the captors and death or slavery was the norm. For Nebuchadnezzar to spare them twice was merciful beyond anything that they could have expected, yet they had not learned from this and rebelled again. There would be no mercy the third time for such people were considered beyond redemption and forgiveness. There would be neither mercy nor pity to young or old. The children of such rebels were considered polluted by their parents and likely to grow up worse than their fathers had been, so there was no mercy shown to them. It was a terrible thing to be caught on the wrong side of history at this time. These people were without excuse for the Lord had warned them not to do this evil thing and rebel against the one the Lord had raised up to discipline them. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. DO NOT GET ON THE WRONG SIDE OF HISTORY, disobedience to the will of God places a person on the wrong side of history and that means there is nothing but discipline for those so caught by their own evil. 

2. DO NOT ASK GOD TO BLESS YOUR DECISIONS; HE BLESSES SOLELY HIS OWN. It is time to pray before decisions are made, not afterwards. The Lord seeks our obedience and our quiet patience regarding his will. Once a mistake has been made it is time to bow before the Lord and seek his way out, not try to sanctify a lie or an act of stupidity.  When caught by stupidity, cast yourself upon the Lord and wait for his direction/deliverance, for even at the end there is hope if we cast ourselves at the foot of the Cross.
JEREMIAH 21: 8-14
8  And unto this people thou shalt say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I set before you the way of life, and the way of death. 9  He that abideth in this city shall die by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that goeth out, and falleth to the Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall live, and his life shall be unto him for a prey. 10  For I have set my face against this city for evil, and not for good, saith the LORD: it shall be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire. 11  And touching the house of the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the word of the LORD; 12  O house of David, thus saith the LORD; Execute judgment in the morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings. 13  Behold, I am against thee, O inhabitant of the valley, and rock of the plain, saith the LORD; which say, Who shall come down against us? or who shall enter into our habitations? 14  But I will punish you according to the fruit of your doings, saith the LORD: and I will kindle a fire in the forest thereof, and it shall devour all things round about it.

REFLECTION
8  And unto this people thou shalt say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I set before you the way of life, and the way of death. ​9  He that abideth in this city shall die by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that goeth out, and falleth to the Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall live, and his life shall be unto him for a prey.

Even at this late stage there is a choice for the people to make. If they believe the prophet of the Lord they will flee from the city and join the Chaldeans besieging them. This was an act of cowardice and traitorous intent as far as the king and others were concerned but it was now ordered by the Lord, because loyalty to the State was to be traitor to God. Jeremiah repeated this advice again and again. Jeremiah 27:11ff, 38:1ff, 17ff. Many people took his advice apparently and fled by night to the enemy’s camp. 38:19, 39:9, 52:15. As far as the king and his staff were concerned this was treason on Jeremiah’s part. 37:13, 38:4. 

Jeremiah advised others to flee but did not himself leave the city, or was unable to. He certainly considered his duty to the people higher than his life, and determined to keep on announcing the Lord’s judgment, that even as they were slain the people might repent and be saved. He valued the eternal results of his work far higher than the pleasant results of joining the enemy, for the Babylonians valued him as a truth teller and prophet of God. 

This section is a challenge to all of us who have been brought up with nationalism being associated with spirituality. We are used to having our nation’s flag in our churches and the church has come close to power in some places, and is critical of those in power in others. We justify either position with reference to Scripture but we often ignore this sort of chapter.   Jeremiah wins the battle against self interest, and stands like Job, as all of us must be prepared to do. “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him. .   .   .   He also shall be my salvation.” Job 13:15-16.   “I praise His Holy Name”.  
There is a limit to nationalism and there comes a time when we have to be prepared to walk away from our loyalty to our flag when loyalty to God and his Word is compromised by our nation’s life. A study of Paul’s interactions with authority figures in Acts is worthy of close scrutiny. Refer to the verses by verse study of ACTS and see how Paul interacted with especially AGRIPPA, FELIX, and FESTUS, in Acts 23ff. 

Paul faced many different men in power in Acts, some very immoral, some corrupt, some noble, but his attitude was always the same. Paul saw all the men of power as rulers under the final authority of God and he saw his role as an ambassador of heaven’s court upon the earth, and therefore he was not to criticize nor abuse the government for their personal lives or policies, but he was to declare the policy of his king and Lord. He was not distracted by any personal nationalism or political desire, but solely focused upon his task to deliver the Gospel message. Refer to the doctrinal studies, GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. Also refer to CHRISTIAN LIFE – AMBASSADORSHIP, PRIORITIES, and then finally WORLD.

10  For I have set my face against this city for evil, and not for good, saith the LORD: it shall be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire.

The actual fulfilment of this prophecy is in Jeremiah 52:13. The king is told bluntly that there is no good that will come from his rebellion, nor will any survive it except to suffer more, as will be his lot. The city will surely fall and the King of Babylon will seize it and burn it to the ground. No walls of the city will be left standing at all. It will be a total destruction.

11  And touching the house of the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the word of the LORD; 12  O house of David, thus saith the LORD; Execute judgment in the morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings.
The judgment will not only fall upon the king and the people in this day but upon the very kingship of the nation itself. This man is not in the direct true line of kings, for he was the uncle of the previous king, and has been made king only by the grace of the Babylonians. 2 Kings 24:17-20. 

It was really dumb of this man to raise rebellion against the very man who made him king in the first place! The whole house of David will be judged for this final rebellion and they will lose their right to be kings after this. Only the final king, great David’s greater son, will rule as King and Messiah, but no member of this family will every take the title king again. Zerubbabel was of the kingly line but never claimed the title, for the prophecy of Jeremiah had made it clear that the kingship was gone from the house of David until Messiah came to deliver them. Ezra 2:2, Matthew 1:12-16.

There is clearly great favouritism, corruption and injustice in the land at this time, with innocent people suffering injustice and the guilty “mafia” types ruling. The house of David under Zedekiah is warned for the last time that unless they reverse their dishonest business practises they will be judged. God hates injustice and the wrongful treatment of the poor and needy. 

Corruption is not a small thing to the Lord, for it strikes at the very heart of the State and the role of government to protect the poor and needy. God is not mocked by such things and when a nation gets a justice system that runs by wealth and power rather than justice that nation will fall, no matter how powerful it appears to be. If justice does not deliver the innocent out of the hands of the oppressive person by nightfall the Lord will act against the corrupt rulers. The Lord’s promise is to destroy all their pomp and ceremony by fire unless they deal with this.

13  Behold, I am against thee, O inhabitant of the valley, and rock of the plain, saith the LORD; which say, Who shall come down against us? or who shall enter into our habitations? 14  But I will punish you according to the fruit of your doings, saith the LORD: and I will kindle a fire in the forest thereof, and it shall devour all things round about it.

Lest there be any doubts about the extent of the judgment upon them, the prophet identifies that all who have benefited by the corrupt nature of the government will partake also of their judgment. The Lord is fair and just, so those who have enjoyed the fruit of their immorality and injustice will reap their rewards by sharing in the judgment of the corrupt system they profited from. 

Of those who “jumped the wall” and fled to the enemy, most were the poor and the wrongfully used, for the wealthy had “too much to lose” and so stayed with their ill gotten gains until too late. These people felt confident in their natural defences and had an arrogance that was out of proportion to their actual strength. They will receive the wages for their sin in full.  God is a God of equity, and so each will get exactly what they deserve. None will be able to complain about the actions of God as he judges. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH. There has been no change to the policy of the Lord, and we either work with this reality or face the full weight of judgment from it.

2. THERE IS HOPE FOR SALVATION EVEN AT THE VERY END. God is gracious way above and beyond the deserving of man. All that it takes is obedience to the Lord.

TOPICS

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

1. National Government is the fourth Divine Institution, the others being volition or freewill, marriage and family. It should be noted that all Divine Institutions are for the human race as a whole and are not for Christians only. They allow for the orderly function of humanity and each Institution is built on a previous one. For instance marriage is built on freewill, family is based on marriage and freewill and so on.

2. The first three were instituted at creation whilst National Government did not occur until after the Flood.

3. Definition - God's delegated authority to mankind to judge it's own evil until Christ returns. It is therefore a temporary divine institution lasting from the Flood to the second advent of Christ.

4. Prior to national governments the rule of law was by God - Genesis 4:17. Here Cain was jealous of his brother and killed him with a sacrificial knife. As a result he was excluded from the family but he was not killed. God said that anyone who killed him would be avenged 7 times over. Obviously at that time God was doing the judgment Himself. If there was to be any killing it would be done by God. The delegated authority was therefore capital punishment.

5. The change to national governments is given in Genesis 9:4-6 where God stated that a person shall not murder and if a person does murder that man rather than God will take his life. This indicates a delegation of responsibility to man for judgment and execution of penalty.

6. Capital punishment was used in the nation Israel. In Exodus 20:13 it says you shall not kill. The word used RATSACH means to murder rather than kill. In the rest of the law there is capital punishment by stoning as well as warfare showing that this commandment cannot mean "thou shalt not kill" but "thou shalt not murder" as you cannot have one part of the law countermanding another part.

7. In Romans 13:4-6 capital punishment in the New Testament is given. Paul confirms his agreement with the principle of capital punishment in Acts 25:11. In addition when the Lord returns at the Second Advent he uses capital punishment on a large scale.

8. Two limitations are put on government 

[a] The government shall be national with linguistic, geographical and racial fractures and not international as the post Flood group tried to set up at the Tower of Babel. God had to divide the human race to allow for the human race to survive. Genesis 11:1-9. An attempt to create a world wide Satanic millennium will occur just prior to the Second Advent but this will also be judged by the Lord. Revelation 13:16-18, 19:19-21. This changes at the Second Advent when the Lord Jesus Christ sets up a true worldwide kingdom for the 1000 year reign of the Millennium Revelation 20:1-6

[b] In Matthew 22:21 where if a national government has laws which are anti Biblical the Christian should passively and prayerfully disobey the laws and take the consequences. Christians are not revolutionists.

9.Three classic objections are raised to the question of capital punishment.

[a] Capital punishment does not deter crime - Two fallacies :- 

[i]capital punishment was never created to deter crime, but it is the retributive justice of God against evil. 


[ii] Also if it were properly administered it would deter. In the Old Testament capital punishment was never given unless there had been two eye witnesses to the crime and was only the punishment for certain crimes. Conviction was not possible through circumstantial evidence as it had to be by direct witness. After the trial the executioners were the witnesses. The execution was public and the body had to be displayed until sundown indicating the wrath of God on guilty man.

[b] The retributive justice theory which states that a society which has capital punishment is exacting it's vengeance on the guilty. Two fallacies:-

[i] Who is the one who owes the debt? There are three parties involved, the criminal, the victim and the State. If the criminal kills the victim he has broken the law of the State and therefore the crime is against the State, not the victim. Capital punishment therefore comes out of God's vengeance.


[ii] Retributive justice would have a redemptive element if it were carried out correctly as it was in Israel.

[c] It cannot be justly administered as the poor cannot engage as good a lawyer as the rich and are therefore more likely to get convicted. God knew that capital punishment could not be justly administered when He set it up, Jesus Christ being a prime example.  

10. Although God has delegated the authority He has not defined the type of government unlike marriage or family where there is just one form of structure.

11. John Calvin said that there were three types of government:- monarchy, aristocracy and democracy. Monarchy can easily deteriorate to despotism, aristocracy to oligarchy, the rule of an elite few and from democracy to sedition. He said that by far the best form of government was either aristocracy or the combination of aristocracy and democracy.

12. Government is based on two foundations law and power. The power is based on police internally and military for external power. Those who campaign against either are apostate. There must be a balance between law and power. Law without power is destroyed or ignored, power without law destroys the people.

13. Law comes from one of four sources.

[a] verbally from God as to the nation Israel. Israel's law was the Bible.

[b] those nations based on Christian principles draw their law from the Bible.

[c] there are nations who base their law on what the State requires, the liberal, view.

[d] the law can be based on what an individual desires such as a despot, the conservative view.

14. From the human viewpoint there are two types, the conservative which bases its concepts on the rights of the individuals and the liberal who bases his law on the right of the State. Both these views are apostate as it presupposes that law comes from man and not God.

15. The Christian therefore has to say that God has designed a number of elements such as the divine institutions. The government is therefore not allowed to coerce freewill nor bring in polygamy in place of marriage. The State has no sovereignty over volition, marriage or family. In addition there are areas such as economics, education, religion, natural resources, the arts and the sciences.

16. In judging evil the government has to judge the balance between all these elements but does not have rights over the building blocks of society. This lasts until the return of Christ.

17 The model for a nation is given under 8 areas. If any of the areas are weakened the nation is weakened.

[a] Geographical proximity - where a nation should be compact and not inhabit a long thin strip with people strung out over hundreds of kilometres [Deuteronomy 3:18-20]. In the ancient world the river Jordan dividing the two and a half tribes to the east from their brethren on the west caused a weakening of the nation Israel.

[b] The domination by one race, so that a large majority should be of one race. All the nations are called by the father of the nation such as Israel or the sons of Esau which was the name of Edom. You cannot have a melting pot of all peoples without melting the pot. Whilst you can absorb a large number of minorities you must have a dominant race. Deuteronomy 2:4

[c] There must be a strong national feeling of belonging whether the person is an immigrant or not. Deuteronomy 16:11

[d] There must be a common way of thinking about life's problems. If you have two diverse ways of looking at things you have a weak nation.  Deuteronomy 6 The talk in the home should be on the basis of divine viewpoint. All children should be instructed in the Word of God by their parents.

[e] A dominance by one language. When God divided the nations He did it linguistically at the Tower of Babel. Two historical examples of people who saw the value of a common language:- Alexander the Great and Koine Greek and Lenin who modified Russian at the time of the Russian revolution to improve the cohesion of the Soviet Union. 

[f] The principle of harmony between neighbourhoods. Deuteronomy 22:1-4 There were no police in Israel in those days, the inhabitants acting as policemen. 

[g] Patriotism strengthens a nation Deuteronomy 19:13

[h] Dominance of the sovereignty of God over a nation. The destiny of the country is either in God or in man Deuteronomy 21:18     

18. Government's job is to form a balance between the various elements which make up a national entity. For instance the government does not have the right to legally enforce polygamy as marriage is a God given monogamous state. They do have the right however to regulate divorce.

19. Deuteronomy 22:1-3 illustrates how the Old Testament society functioned. The right of the individual had to be respected. Individual rights come because they were created in us. This says to respect your brother's property even if there are no policemen present. This passage gives the ability to have private property. This is confirmed in Exodus 20 where it states you shall not steal. You cannot steal something which is your own. 

Charity also presumes private property. Property allows you to make choices and is the basis for giving. 2 Corinthians 8,9 You cannot give what is not yours. The act of the government giving money extracted from the population by taxes is not an act of charity. However there is a great danger that the possessions possess the possessor and you become materialistic. You can only enjoy property when you are in fellowship with the Lord. [Ecclesiastes 2]

20. Government must defend and strengthen marriage by guarding against adultery and rape. With the strengthening of a marriage a person who had just got married did not have to go to war for a year but stayed at home to cheer up his wife. [Deuteronomy 24:5]

21. Education should deal with the technical things but should not deal with the philosophy of life as this is the parent's responsibility. Ephesians 6:4 This includes such items as sex education and humanistic philosophies 

22. Economics - the basis for economics is given at the point of creation. Deuteronomy 25:13-16 Government cannot create an economy it can only regulate it. John Witherspoon's essay on money is an excellent example of a Biblical approach to economics. 

"Fractional reserves" is a form of the government stealing from the population as they do not have the full weight of gold or silver to back it. Isaiah 1:22 With banknotes it states that the paper money is "legal tender" and therefore has to be accepted in transactions. The Christian response. Matthew 6:19-21                             ]

23. Natural resources. - people say that Christianity is responsible for the present problems in the ecology because of Genesis 1:28. The Biblical answer to this is in Romans 8:20-23 which shows why man destroys the environment, not because of Christianity but because of the fall. 

Thus it is not because of God's design but what man has done. This is further amplified in Isaiah 65:25 where it is clear that God is concerned with ecology showing the balance that will occur in the Millennium. The believer should also be concerned about the environment. Deuteronomy 20:19-20

24. Arts and Sciences - some governments dictate aesthetic tastes for artists.

25. Church - Government has no right to interfere with the Church nor the Church with the Government.  As an example in the case of slavery the Christians eat away from the inside rather than rising in rebellion. [Philemon]

26. Courts and the Police - in Deuteronomy 16:18 -18:22 the Bible states that they are necessary. The Christian should defend the principle of the Courts and Police Force. The law enforcement and court officials are not to take inducements or be biased Deuteronomy 16:18-20 The groves of trees in v21 are the place of the Baal worshippers. As God was Head of State this meant that they were to be faithful and patriotic.

27. To secure a capital conviction there had to be two or more witnesses Deuteronomy 17:6. The individual citizen was the informant showing a civic responsibility and acted as the police. Upon securing conviction the witnesses were the ones to throw the first rock in the execution. Perjury was seen as a major crime. Punishment for a false witness was that which he had accused the other party. Deuteronomy 19:18

The court procedure was such that the trials were quick and soon after the offence. The complaint was brought by the plaintiff and not by a lawyer. The judgment was considered to be not against the state but against God. Deuteronomy 1:17 The penalties were either a fine, corporal punishment or capital punishment but apart from waiting to appear in court no imprisonment. Any corporal punishment was undertaken in front of the judge to ensure fairness. Deuteronomy 25:1-3                 

28. God has set the geographical and historical boundaries for nations. Acts 17:26, Genesis 10:25; Deuteronomy 32:8

29. All nations and races are descended from Noah's three sons Ham, Shem and Japheth. Genesis 9:19

30. The nations were dispersed after the Tower of Babel Genesis 11:9

31. Internationalism and one-worldism is therefore against the will of God. cf Genesis 11:4,9  Satan is attempting to unite the world as a counterfeit to the Millennium, when Christ will reign as King.

32. Nations are established by God to protect the freedoms and rights of people so that they may serve God peacefully. 1 Timothy 2:1-2

33. The importance of free will - a government should not force people to accept or reject Christianity.

34. Freedoms in a nation are to be protected

a) Externally by military forces

b) Internally by police forces and courts Romans 13:4 

35. The effectiveness of believers within a nation determines its blessing or cursing Deuteronomy 11:26-28, Genesis 18:17-33, Matthew 5:13

36. When nations become evil, God must destroy them.  Examples include

a) Amorites  Genesis 15:16, Deuteronomy 7:2

b) Chaldea Daniel 5

37. Jews were forbidden to intermarry with other nations, so that the Jewish religion would not be defiled by heathen practices. Deuteronomy 7:1-3, Ezra 10:2,14

a) Solomon's union with foreign women was evil. Nehemiah 13:23-27

b) Abraham forbade Isaac to marry outside his people. Genesis 28:1

c) Esau's marriage to Hittites brought grief Genesis 26:34,35

d) Moses' marriage to an Ethiopian caused trouble. Numbers 12:1

38. The threefold split of humanity appears in the book of Acts as examples of salvation.

a) An Ethiopian (Hamitic) is saved in Acts 10:1 -48

b) Saul (Semitic) is saved in Acts 9:1-16

c) Cornelius (Japhetic) is saved in Acts 10:1-48

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - NATIONS -NATIONAL DISCIPLINE

1.  Discipline upon the damned. These nations have lived out their purpose in history and must be eliminated. This is shown in the story of Sodom in (Genesis 19). This also shows that God will not punish a nation if He can find a remnant in that nation.

God will never damn a people to extinction in history as long as there is a remnant left. Believers are the salt of the earth and are the insurance policy for the nation in which they reside (Matthew 5:13).  God protects the believer from judgment (Genesis 19:17-23; Romans 8:1). This was done without any external armies by means of a natural catastrophe.

2.  The principle is given in (Acts 17:26) where God has set the geographical and historical boundaries for nations.   God is therefore sovereign in history and geography.  This is done so that they should seek after the Lord (Acts 17:27).  No nation is that apostate that a person does not have a chance to be saved as when a nation becomes apostate it is either destroyed or changed.

3.  Another damned culture is the Amorites of (Genesis 15:16) where Abraham's seed would be in Egypt until such time that the apostasy of the Canaanites had matured.  However when the Israelites came out of Egypt they were used by God to destroy the Amorites (Deuteronomy 7:2).  As they were doing it for God they were not allowed to take booty (Joshua 6:17).  This discipline was by direct military action and not by natural means.  As the discipline continues they are warned about their attitude (Deuteronomy 9:3-6).

4.  The fall of the Chaldean empire under Belshazzer to the Medio - Persians and the Scythians is an example of the destruction of a powerful empire overnight (Daniel 5).  Daniel pointed out the God made Nebuchadnezzar king but when he became proud he was discipline until such time as he acknowledged the source of his prosperity.  No nation can attain power unless God grants them it.  Belshazzer had the testimony of Nebuchadnezzar but chose to ignore it.

5.  Part of our responsibility is to pray for our country and its rulers (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:   AMBASSADORSHIP

1. An Ambassador does not appoint himself, he is appointed by the nation he represents, the king he represents, the person he represents. We are appointed by God. (2 Corinthians 5:20).

2. An Ambassador does not support himself. We are sustained and protected by God (Philippians 4:19).

3. An Ambassador does not represent himself. We represent God on earth. (Matthew 28:19-20).

4. An Ambassador does not belong to the nation to which he is sent. Positionally we are in heaven, experientially we are in the world. (Philippians 3:20, John 15:19).

5. All Ambassadors have instructions in written form. We have the Word of God. (1 Thessalonians 4:1-2).

6. An Ambassador representing his country does not treat any insult as personal. (Matthew 5:11-12).

7. When an Ambassador is recalled from a country it is tantamount to declaration of war. After the Rapture there will be massive warfare on earth. All Christians will be recalled at the Rapture.(1 Thessalonians 4:13-17).

CHRISTIAN LIFE - PRIORITIES 

1. The First Person - Jesus Christ has ultimate priority - Colossians 1:16-18

2. The First Possessions - The kingdom of God, the greatest gift - Matthew 6:33

3. The First Offering - the giving of oneself - 2 Corinthians 8:5

4. The First Denial - the denial of self - Matthew 7:5

5. The First Discipline - the discipline of prayer - 1 Timothy 2:1-4

6. The First Commandment - to love God supremely - Matthew 22:37-38

7. The First Excuse - too busy to have time for God - Matthew 8:21-22

WORLD

1. World under control of Satan:

a) ruler of this world (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11)

b) god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4)

c) he deceives the world (Revelation 12:9).

d) Satan is filling the world with his propaganda (1 Timothy 4:1).

2. Jesus Christ created earth (Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 45:18). He gave control to original mankind (Genesis 1:28) but man lost it at the fall (Genesis 3:6).

3. Sin and spiritual death are the basis of Satan's rule over this world. Therefore, God so loved the world that He gave a Saviour (John 3:16), hence Christ as a title in this connection. Christ is the light of the world (John 8:12; 9:5).

4. Therefore Christ is the saviour of the world (John 3:17; 4:42; 1 John 4:14).  The Saviour who gave His life for the' world (John 6:33); hence Christ has a title in this connection.  Christ is the light of the world (John 8:12; 9:5).

5. Therefore Christ has overcome the world (John 16:33), so that the believer can overcome the world (1 John 5:4,5).

6. Consequently believers in Christ must not love the world (1 John 2:15,16).  Nor must believers conform to the world (Romans 12:2).  Worldliness is what you think, which may be demonstrated by what you do.

7. World control by Satan will stop at the Second Advent.  However, believers will continue forever (1 John 2:17).

8. Also, the Word of God abides forever (1 Peter 1:23,25), and is designed to overcome the ruler of this world (1John 2:14). Therefore, not conforming to the world and overcoming the world are accomplished through Bible doctrine, by which God has made foolish the wisdom of the world (1 Corinthians 1:20; 3:19).

9. It is therefore of greatest importance that the believer's attitude is based on the Word of God (Philippians 2:5; 2Timothy 1:7; Isaiah 26:3,4; Philippians 4:7; 2 Corinthians 10:4,5; 1 Corinthians 2:16; 2 Corinthians 1:5,6,8).

10. Backsliding is characterised as friendship with the world (James 4:4).

CHAPTER 22

JEREMIAH 22:1-9

1  Thus saith the LORD; Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and speak there this word, 2  And say, Hear the word of the LORD, O king of Judah, that sittest upon the throne of David, thou, and thy servants, and thy people that enter in by these gates: 3  Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor: and do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place. 4  For if ye do this thing indeed, then shall there enter in by the gates of this house kings sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, he, and his servants, and his people. 5  But if ye will not hear these words, I swear by myself, saith the LORD, that this house shall become a desolation. 6  For thus saith the LORD unto the king's house of Judah; Thou art Gilead unto me, and the head of Lebanon: yet surely I will make thee a wilderness, and cities which are not inhabited. 7  And I will prepare destroyers against thee, every one with his weapons: and they shall cut down thy choice cedars, and cast them into the fire. 8  And many nations shall pass by this city, and they shall say every man to his neighbour, Wherefore hath the LORD done thus unto this great city? 9  Then they shall answer, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the LORD their God, and worshipped other gods, and served them.

REFLECTION
1  Thus saith the LORD; Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and speak there this word,  2  And say, Hear the word of the LORD, O king of Judah, that sittest upon the throne of David, thou, and thy servants, and thy people that enter in by these gates:

The direct speaking of the last chapter was to be followed up by another direct confrontation with the truth for this king; he was to be left thoroughly without excuse for his stupidity. All those who entered in and out his gates are also to be warned. The only people who entered or left through a king’s gates were those he was either, related to, approved of, or had as his servants. They were all people who were implicated in his decision making, or at least had some input into the process. They certainly were the people who would gain from the decisions, and finally pay for them also. These were the “new rich” of the family of Zedekiah who had all risen to prominence after the arrest and captivity of the family of Jeconiah. 1 King 24:12-17. 

Rather than feeling some sense of concern at the fate of the previous man on the throne and being cautious and obedient to the Babylonians who had given them all their chance at power, these arrogant fools puffed themselves up and acted as if they belonged on David’s throne, whereas in fact they had been given it by a Gentile conqueror! The real king, Jeconiah, was in prison in Babylon and would be there many more years before he was “lifted up” and was treated well.

3  Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor: and do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place.

These evil and stupid people are still given the recipe for success; even at this late time they are given the path to life and safety, if they will only take it. The nature of their corrupt government and mafia type systems is apparent from the things they are instructed to do; all things that a normal and just government would be doing anyway. There is nothing strange, new or unusual about the demands of God upon them; they are the normal standards for good government, none of which were being met in this case. 

When we look at the commands it is staggering to think about just how awful these people were to their subjects and how evil the nature of rulership was in the city and land under Zedekiah. When we read about how many died and how awfully they did die it is tempting to feel human compassion upon them but reading these words that concern can be let go of! The family of Zedekiah were cruelly abusing their power for their own ends and they persisted in their evil after the warnings of the prophet.  Do not waste any emotion on such people, then or now in your own day.
4  For if ye do this thing indeed, then shall there enter in by the gates of this house kings sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, he, and his servants, and his people.  5  But if ye will not hear these words, I swear by myself, saith the LORD, that this house shall become a desolation.

If they hear and obey the Lord’s direct warnings they will continue as kings and have their position that they value so highly. All the good things about money and power will be theirs and their children’s, but they would not do it. In our day we refer to this sort of person as a “Narcissistic Personality Disorder”. They are people who can pluck defeat from the jaws of victory!  These people are disordered in their thinking and decision making by their own deliberate choices.
They will do baffling things that rob themselves of the very benefits that they seek to hold. They are so self centred that they do not see the actions that will save them, for they have such a high view of their entitlement to blessing that they refuse to do the things that guarantee blessing. The result of their evil self centeredness is that their entire house will be desolated. The family of Jeconiah was sent into slavery or prison, but they would survive and their descendent Joseph would be Mary’s husband and Jesus’ earthly father, but Zedekiah’s entire family would be killed before his eyes and then he was blinded and left to die in prison. 2 Kings 25:5-7.

6  For thus saith the LORD unto the king's house of Judah; Thou art Gilead unto me, and the head of Lebanon: yet surely I will make thee a wilderness, and cities which are not inhabited.  7  And I will prepare destroyers against thee, every one with his weapons: and they shall cut down thy choice cedars, and cast them into the fire.

They will all pay the price for their sin if they persist in it. The nation is like the Vale of Gilead, a place of beauty and prosperity, and the Lord’s desire is to prosper them all permanently. They are judged because they have worked hard to force God to deal with them. They have been judged because they leave the Lord without any other option. These verses remind us that God’s strange work is judgment; it is not his preferred option and for a person to go to Hell, they need to work VERY hard to avoid the grace of God that continually seeks to bless them. Isaiah 28:21. 

For great trees to grow there must be peace for at least one hundred years. The great cedars take at least 100 years before they can be milled for wonderful furniture and great buildings. It was a sign of peace and prosperity for great trees to abound in a land and to be able to be used for building projects, and was a sign of judgment for all the great trees to be cut down and burned. Habakkuk 1:5-10.

8  And many nations shall pass by this city, and they shall say every man to his neighbour, Wherefore hath the LORD done thus unto this great city?  9 Then they shall answer, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the LORD their God, and worshipped other gods, and served them.

The destruction of this great city will be an amazement to all who pass by and see it. They will be baffled by the destruction of such a great city that was the home of the great God of Solomon. The Temple was a wonder of the ancient world and the king of Babylon held off the destruction of this place because it was such a place of fame and wonder. 

Nineveh was a great city but the cruelty of the people had made the city loathed, and so it’s temples and palaces were not mourned, but Jerusalem was not the home of tyrants as far as the pagan world was concerned, it was the home of the God of Israel; the God who was different to their gods. It was the destruction of the witness of the city that so saddened the prophet and the Lord. 

The disobedience of these people cost them their place amongst the nations as God’s witness to the truth. They lost their place because spiritually they had lost their way, and walked away from the path of God. They lost their place amongst the nations and would win it back only through years of suffering and subjugation to other powers. Jerusalem would be trodden down of the Gentiles for at least another 2500 years.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. TO LOSE OUR SPIRITUAL WAY IS TO LOSE BLESSING. Spirituality is the key to all forms of prosperity. When people walk away from God and his Word they will be walking away from all blessing over time.

2. CORRUPTION IN POLITICS AND MORALS LEADS TO PHYSICAL CORRUPTION. The destruction of businesses, families, nations and marriages all begins with moral corruption. When people walk away from the standards of the Lord they walk away from safety and security.

3. IF YOU SHARE THE WEALTH OF EVIL MEN YOU MUST EXPECT TO SHARE THEIR JUDGMENT. These people believed they deserved wealth and power, yet they forgot that they were rebelling against the very people who made them rich. If we forget the source of our blessings we will lose them, and if we treat people badly then we will be treated that way, without any mercy being show. There is no mercy shown to those who show none.

JEREMIAH 22:10-19
10  Weep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan him: but weep sore for him that goeth away: for he shall return no more, nor see his native country. 11  For thus saith the LORD touching Shallum the son of Josiah king of Judah, which reigned instead of Josiah his father, which went forth out of this place; He shall not return thither any more: 12  But he shall die in the place whither they have led him captive, and shall see this land no more. 13  Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong; that useth his neighbour's service without wages, and giveth him not for his work; 14  That saith, I will build me a wide house and large chambers, and cutteth him out windows; and it is cieled with cedar, and painted with vermilion. 15  Shalt thou reign, because thou closest thyself in cedar? did not thy father eat and drink, and do judgment and justice, and then it was well with him? 16  He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it was well with him: was not this to know me? saith the LORD. 17  But thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetousness, and for to shed innocent blood, and for oppression, and for violence, to do it. 18  Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah; They shall not lament for him, saying, Ah my brother! or, Ah sister! they shall not lament for him, saying, Ah lord! or, Ah his glory! 19  He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem.

REFLECTION
10  Weep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan him: but weep sore for him that goeth away: for he shall return no more, nor see his native country.

It is an inconceivable thing for us to wish we were dead rather than to be made a captive, but for these people it was almost better to be killed than to live and know that all the people who you loved have been killed, to have their dead bodies always before your mind’s eye, and to know that you will die and be buried in a land far away from your home. 

In our day we call the terrible mental anguish of people who live with horrible images in their minds day and night, “Post Traumatic Stress Disorder”. It can drive people completely mad and lead to suicide, and this is the lot of many who went into Babylon. These people had no hope of deliverance as far as they thought; they were doomed to die in captivity. Some of the younger ones would return as old people. The final small group left Jerusalem in 586 and the first exiles returned in 536 BC. The ten to twenty year olds who survived the march would have been sixty to eighty years old on their return. Few returned.

11  For thus saith the LORD touching Shallum the son of Josiah king of Judah, which reigned instead of Josiah his father, which went forth out of this place; He shall not return thither any more: 12  But he shall die in the place whither they have led him captive, and shall see this land no more.

This man was the king after his father was killed at the battle of Megiddo. He was appointed by the people but his father had lost his army and the power was all in the hand of the Egyptians and Pharaoh Necho simply captured him and after three short months he was taken a captive into Egypt and disappears. There is no mention of him later in the book of Jeremiah or in the Kings or Chronicles. He simply goes down to Egypt and disappears from the record and from this passage clearly dies there. 2 Chronicles 36:1-4. He was a potential hope for the Israelites but there was no hope in anyone from this doomed family after Josiah’s great mistake in opposing Necho.

13  Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong; that useth his neighbour's service without wages, and giveth him not for his work; 14  That saith, I will build me a wide house and large chambers, and cutteth him out windows; and it is cieled with cedar, and painted with vermilion.

The Mosaic Law was very clear relating to morality and equitable business dealings. Honesty in business was to be encouraged as it produced lasting prosperity, whereas dishonesty produced short term gain and then disaster and the loss of everything. Just so the same principle applies to today. The corrupt business practises that have been applauded by many as “good business” are not sustainable, for dishonesty never is and the pursuit of wealth for it’s own sake without reference to the fate of the poor is always going to lead to social collapse. 

Those who are enjoying their great wealth do not see the assassins and robbers coming and believe that hiring more and more security is the answer, but there are no security teams to defend against the collapse of the economy of a nation, for the men then cannot be paid, and if their relatives have been impoverished by the wealthy, their loyalty to their employer will eventually break down. Corrupt business practises lead from fraud and theft to robbery, from abuse of others to murder, and eventually all breaks down into chaos. Leviticus 19:11-18, Deuteronomy 24:14-22. 

Those who do not care for the poor and weak will be made poor and weak by disaster. God loves equity and hates favouritism and corruption. From these two verses above we can see the sort of government system being run by the house of Jehoiakim and Zedekiah. They were both corrupt men, and their family/courts clearly were taking advantage of the population while they built great palaces on the backs of slave labour. Habakkuk 2:9-13, Malachi 3:5-11, James 5:1-9. Refer to doctrinal studies on POVERTY and WOMEN:  WIDOWS

15  Shalt thou reign, because thou closest thyself in cedar? did not thy father eat and drink, and do judgment and justice, and then it was well with him?  16  He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it was well with him: was not this to know me? saith the LORD.

These wealthy, “new rich” and “new royalty” have started to believe their own publicity! It is a dangerous thing to take yourself too seriously and start to believe that you are invincible and that your wealth will last for it will not unless you take very good care to keep the conditions of blessing intact. The Lord, through his prophet, reminds them that the conditions of blessing are the Mosaic Law provisions. Just because you build in cedar cladding into your walls and feel very secure, does not mean you are safe and secure! Our sense of security is a strange thing, for it depends on feelings and may not be rooted in fact at all. 

These people had gone back on their promises to pay their labourers, much like many property developers today, who reduce the final accounts of their sub contractors and refuse to pay them in full, knowing that these poorer men cannot take them to court and so lose that reduced amount of money. The property developer pockets the money and becomes wealthier while those who work for him become impoverished. God hates this! James 5:1-6.  These evil people then plan great building projects, to enlarge their houses, build second stories on them, and beautify them. Refer to Topical Study WORK:  WORK RELATIONS.
Now remember, this is in a city that has had several thousand members of the ruling classes taken into captivity just years before! This is a nation under judgment and where the sudden loss of all wealth was a thing they had all seen, yet they keep their life emphasis upon wealth and the self centred enjoyment of it. The houses and properties of those already taken into captivity were probably given to these people by the Babylonians, to secure their loyalty, but also to remind them of the cost of rebellion. Instead of facing reality these people have become besotted with wealth that was not theirs in the first place, and titles that were other people’s, and only given to them by the ruling power to whom they owed everything. Yet they will rebel against them!  

They have expanded their houses, panelled and painted them in the style of the rich and famous of their day and they are determined to live the life of the famous. Their rulership is as fragile as their wall coverings! The depth of their nobility is as thin as the vermillion paint that they have covered their walls in. They are all of the extended family of Josiah the last true King.  They owe their wealth to the Babylonians and yet they will forget that!   They owe their lives to God and yet they will forget Him and despise his prophet when they are warned not to rebel.
They are minor royals who have been lifted up to rule but have not the character to take such things and relax with them in honest toil and honest business. The old saying that we have seen before has come to fruition. “All power corrupts, but absolute power corrupts absolutely”. Psalms 72:1-4, 12-13, 82:3-4, 109:31, Proverbs 22:22-29.

The fragile nature of human life is held up before them, and the fragile nature of political success also. Their grand father Josiah also ate and drank, and if he stopped doing either he would have died; just so they will die when the famine strikes them in the besieged city. Their great grand father Josiah however, did execute righteousness and judgment and ruled as well as he could. 

The blessing of his reign was due to his righteousness and the wealth of it was lost because of his stupidity in attacking the Egyptians without God’s blessing upon the expedition. He had not asked the prophet of God about the attack. Just so his descendents will suffer because they have failed to ask for directions from the prophet of God, but rather sought his blessing for their foolishness. Psalms 128:1-2, Isaiah 3:10-11. Note the last part of verse sixteen; to know God is to deal justly, and the opposite also applies, to do unjustly with man is not to know God in truth! John 8:19, 31-32, 1 John 2:3-6, 9-11, 3:11-23, 4:19-21.

17  But thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetousness, and for to shed innocent blood, and for oppression, and for violence, to do it.  18  Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah; They shall not lament for him, saying, Ah my brother! or, Ah sister! they shall not lament for him, saying, Ah lord! or, Ah his glory!  19  He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem.

God hates the hypocrisy that speaks great prayers in the Temple and yet robs a child of God in the market place! Luke 18:9-14, 15-17. It is honesty and truth that God seeks from us; the fruit of genuine righteousness in our lives rather than the fruit of our lips that are not backed up by evidence in daily life. Faith without righteous works is phoney faith! James 2:14-26.  See how many of the principles here are picked up by James as being relevant in his own day.
The crimes and sins of these people were not minor things as we can see by the prophet’s words. Once again let us with hold our pity from these rich fools, for all they had to do was be honest and moral and they would have lived. They were guilty of murder for financial gain, because they were the Law, they felt they could get away with murder! They did get away with it at the time, but the Lord does not pay his bills on the twentieth of the month. Their wages were to be paid in full but the debt collectors were the Babylonians and they were ruthless. 

This was a violent and ruthless government that practised extortion, theft, fraud, and murder as part of it’s policy. Their days were to be limited and their end just as violent as their life style had been. God is absolutely fair and just, and in exactly the way you have treated others, just so you will be treated. Matthew 6:9-13. 

It appears from the English translation of this section that this prophetic word was given in the second siege rather than the third and final one. There are several possibilities. It may be out of place here, as these chapters are supposed only to be references to Zedekiah’s day, or it is possible that the tenses were past rather than future here, the prophet referring back to the nature of the death of Jehoiakim several years before. 

It is clear that both Jehoiakim and Zedekiah were men much like each other and their courts were equally and similarly corrupt, with the latter kings being far worse than all who went before with the exception of Manasseh. My suspicion is that this message was given to both courts, as both had identical sins and attitudes. The text we have is a blend between the first message and the second. 

Both Jehoiakim and Zedekiah’s deaths were terrible. Jehoiakim’s death was the death of an animal and his body was denied any burial, but was either thrown out to the enemy, or taken by them in chains with the captives and then cast into a ditch somewhere along the route of march of the Babylonians Army as they returned to their city. He was denied decent burial, which was always the consequence of all rebellion for kings, as was the loss of the kingship for his sons, by death (Zedekiah’s sons), or captivity (Jehoiakim’s sons). 

Zedekiah went into captivity blinded and bound in chains and lived in darkness, poverty and hunger all his days until he died in jail in Babylon and had his body thrown on the town rubbish dump. They lived like kings, and both had their bodies treated like animals in their deaths. This prophecy applies to both men and I believe was given twice by the prophet, the second time with increased power as the family of Zedekiah had seen Jehoiakim’s body towed away behind the Babylonian Army in disgrace. They knew the outcome of rebellion, but in their self centred, narcissistic minds they refused to accept the truth and repent, and so they would fulfil the prophet’s words.  

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THE PAST GIVES CLUES AS TO THE FUTURE. The exile and death of the sons of Josiah is warning to the rest of the extended family. Jehoahaz dies in exile in Egypt, Jehoiakim dies in the midst of his rebellion and has his body dishonoured by the enemy. Zedekiah can simply reflect on the evidence of past reality and predict his end if he persists in rebellion, but like all sinner he believes that he is the exception. The biblical position is clear; there are no exceptions to the principle, “the wages of sin is death”.

2. PRE-OCCUPATION WITH THE TRAPPINGS OF WEALTH IS FOOLISHNESS. Demas loved the things of this world and so betrayed and left the apostle Paul at a crucial time, and the same sin is seen here with these people. They are attached to their wealth and will do anything to amass more and enjoy it more thoroughly. Because they do not see the spiritual reality they will lose everything they have robbed others for to obtain.

3. MAN’S LIFE IS FRAGILE, AND ONLY THE WILL OF THE LORD LASTS. The painting of walls with rich paint does not preserve the walls any longer than cheap paint. All things fall, and all stuff decays. Only the person doing the will of the Lord lasts forever in blessing.

JEREMIAH 22:20-30
20  Go up to Lebanon, and cry; and lift up thy voice in Bashan, and cry from the passages: for all thy lovers are destroyed. 21  I spake unto thee in thy prosperity; but thou saidst, I will not hear. This hath been thy manner from thy youth, that thou obeyedst not my voice. 22  The wind shall eat up all thy pastors, and thy lovers shall go into captivity: surely then shalt thou be ashamed and confounded for all thy wickedness. 23  O inhabitant of Lebanon, that makest thy nest in the cedars, how gracious shalt thou be when pangs come upon thee, the pain as of a woman in travail! 24  As I live, saith the LORD, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet upon my right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence; 25  And I will give thee into the hand of them that seek thy life, and into the hand of them whose face thou fearest, even into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans. 26  And I will cast thee out, and thy mother that bare thee, into another country, where ye were not born; and there shall ye die. 27  But to the land whereunto they desire to return, thither shall they not return. 28  Is this man Coniah a despised broken idol? is he a vessel wherein is no pleasure? wherefore are they cast out, he and his seed, and are cast into a land which they know not? 29  O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the LORD. 30  Thus saith the LORD, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days: for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah.

REFLECTION
20  Go up to Lebanon, and cry; and lift up thy voice in Bashan, and cry from the passages: for all thy lovers are destroyed.

Cry from the mountains of Lebanon through to the “passages”, or part of this mountain range around Gilead. Weep and mourn along the whole length of these great mountains, for they will remain but the people will not. Also these mountains are the route along which the Babylonian Army marches. The people are urged to go up to these mountain ranges and see the really solid hills that last, and reflect upon their own fragility and the power of the created world. There is both this existential challenge to see and feel their mortality and be humbled, and also there is the reminder that the army will walk past these hills and they will then, if they survive also walk back that way themselves. They have loved strange gods and played the harlot with people who were not their own husbands and wives, and so just as they have lived like pagans so they will die like pagans.

21  I spake unto thee in thy prosperity; but thou saidst, I will not hear. This hath been thy manner from thy youth, that thou obeyedst not my voice.

The reality of their lives has been the reality of stupidity and rebellion. From the beginning of Israel’s life with Moses they rebelled against the truth of God as given to them. They fought against God’s men and women and they rejected or avoided the demands of his holy Word. Stephen was stoned to death pointing this out! Acts 7:51-59. Stephen, as we have seen before, was simply retelling the history of Israel as the Psalmist had done, and as Daniel, Ezekiel and Nehemiah would later also. Nehemiah 9:7ff, Psalms 78:17ff, 106:6ff, Ezekiel 20:8ff, 23:3ff. 

None of this honesty was new, and the repetition to the kings of Judah was crucial to underscore the integrity of the warning process, that they were a nation without excuse before their God. The outcome of the rebellion is settled; they will all die or go into captivity. It is now too late for them, but not too late to provide “evidence for the prosecution” for when they stand before the Lord their God at the last judgment. Revelation 20:18ff.

22  The wind shall eat up all thy pastors, and thy lovers shall go into captivity: surely then shalt thou be ashamed and confounded for all thy wickedness.  23  O inhabitant of Lebanon, that makest thy nest in the cedars, how gracious shalt thou be when pangs come upon thee, the pain as of a woman in travail!

Logic is behind all the words of the prophet. Surely they will see the truth here, yet they will not! Surely they will pause, reflect and see that they have been fools, yet they will not do so! As their lovers and partners in crime head into the second captivity exile group with Jeconiah, will they not see it? No!

These people are so bound up in themselves that they persist in their error of thinking they are so special that they will escape the judgment that is falling on all else around them. It is like the person who has lots of sexual partners and then is baffled, sad and resentful that they have caught a sexually transmitted disease. 

What did they expect? The truth is they expected to be safe and have no consequences from their actions, for they believed they were so special that nothing bad would happen to them.  God had spoken to them in their prosperity, when all was blessed and happy, and there was no want, and when they could not argue necessity or suffering as a reason why they didn’t hear the Lord’s warning to them. 

There is none so blind than they who will not see. The wind will blow them away. There is no substance to mere mortal man anyway; for we are all just hot air! The people they admire will be blown away like the tumble weed. Their lovers, who shared their beds and their parties will all head away to Babylon as slaves in the second deportation, yet they will not say to themselves that they need to be careful and circumspect. The survivors will consider themselves “charmed” in some way and so will fail to reflect upon the fate of their lovers and so they will die as fools who did not heed warnings. They felt no guilt or shame for their wicked behaviours, even though they saw their old friends die. 

I have seen this so many times in my own life. I saw it again and again in the 1980s in New Zealand, during the days of the “Bull Market” in the stock exchange, when rich people partied and partied and drank and fornicated with gay abandon. When a suicide occurred, or an overdose of drugs, or a violent death, they would all simply gather, drink, and party some more. There was even a funeral where the party crowd placed a full bottle of French Champagne into the coffin to celebrate the dead woman’s life! Hundreds recently gathered for another party girl who suicided on the very party drugs they all use. They are determined to keep partying and will not be put off by the death of one or two!

Some facing the awful reality of death or coming disaster sell up their town houses and move to their villas in the country where they can retire and enjoy quieter self centred pleasures. Just as today many moved into the mountains for quietness and privacy. Both those who have “headed for the hills” and those who have brought the hills to their town house, with their cedar lined rooms; both have to face the coming disaster and how will they sigh and moan then?  How will they face the loss of all they value? The quiet beauty and wonder of the great mountains will not solace their souls when this disaster comes upon them. As the army moves to kill everything that moves there will be no escape from the sadness of it all. 

24  As I live, saith the LORD, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet upon my right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence;  25  And I will give thee into the hand of them that seek thy life, and into the hand of them whose face thou fearest, even into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans.

This is another verse that tells us that the date of this message is while Jeconiah is still prince or king. It is before the taking of rulership by him and before his surrender. He was treated badly initially by the Babylonians because he didn’t immediately surrender when he became king; he waited several months before it became clear that resistance was hopeless. He saved his life and the lives of his nobles, but he paid in jail for many years for his three month delay in obedience to God. 2 Kings 24:8-16. 

He could have been a ring on the finger of God had he been good, but he enjoyed the pleasures of being king and “did evil” rather than faced reality initially. He was only eighteen, yet he had “wives” (plural). He shouldn’t have been marrying and having sex, he should have been negotiating his nation’s surrender! This is the evidence of his stupidity, that was not as bad as his father’s but was enough to delay the inevitable and pay for it!

He was fearful of the Babylonians, and his fear should have taught him truth! He was not able to win against them and yet he delayed his surrender! It is this stupidity that cost him his life enjoyment, and the life style of all his court who joined him in chains on the march to Babylon. He went to jail for possibly thirty years before he was “lifted up” and ate like a king again. Thirty years for three months delay in facing the truth! This was a high price to pay, but the message of the Lord is clear to us all. He seeks our obedience and any delay may prove fatal or serious for us. 

Verse 25 tells us that the Babylonians actively sought Jeconiah’s death, so they clearly felt he was a part of his father’s rebellion, and his mother may have argued for him to the Babylonian King against her own dead husband. She is mentioned specifically as going out with him in the account and this would only be due to her speaking to Nebuchadnezzar on her son’s behalf. Jehoiakim was certainly held most responsible, hence his body being dug up and dragged back towards Babylon until the decaying corpse fell apart on the way and was dumped in a ditch. Imagine the queen and her son walking past his body! What a price they all paid for their foolishness in rebellion against the king of Babylon. 

26  And I will cast thee out, and thy mother that bare thee, into another country, where ye were not born; and there shall ye die. 27  But to the land whereunto they desire to return, thither shall they not return.  28  Is this man Coniah a despised broken idol? is he a vessel wherein is no pleasure? wherefore are they cast out, he and his seed, and are cast into a land which they know not?

This prophetic word is clearly given initially at least to Jeconiah, although it may also have been given to Zedekiah, for he also did live, and possibly his mother also in Babylonian captivity. The two men’s lives run a parallel course of disaster, although the former king realizes more quickly his sin and repents and surrenders. I still believe, as I read these words, that this prophetic word could have been given twice, once before the end of the second siege, as a direct warning to Jeconiah and his court (including Zedekiah), but also again, as a reminder of the judgment of God, to Zedekiah, who as a member of the extended royal family would have been there the first time to hear it also. 

These are powerful words both before and after the deportation of Jeconiah, for they indicate the absolute finality of God’s judgment. Every word that was uttered against Jeconiah came true, and so Zedekiah was also warned that there was no hope for him if he persisted in his rebellion. Over time the punishments would only get worse, for he had the Lord’s clear word to Moses on that matter. Leviticus 26:18, 21, 24, 28, 40-46, Deuteronomy 28:45-46.

The Queen Mother and the king will suffer and die in Babylon. They will desire their old houses and gardens in Jerusalem but they will not return there ever again. They will desire greatly the land of their birth, and their pain will be greater because they know they have lost everything in the perfect justice of God. The contents of verse 28 indicate that this young prince (remember he was only eighteen when he ruled) was the “darling of the people”. Taking up the image of the potter and the broken pot, Jeremiah 19, the prophet refers to the young king as a broken art work (not idol – as in KJV). He had lived for pleasure and encouraged others in the pursuit of pleasure also. In today’s terms he was a “jet setter”, living for the Hollywood gossip column writers, and enjoying the fame that his immorality brought him. It is for this that he is cast out of the land and Jeremiah, on God’s authority, identifies this pleasure centred life as the reason for the judgment on the young king. God’s standards remain the same. 2 Timothy 2:19-26.

29  O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the LORD.  30  Thus saith the LORD, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days: for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah.

The three fold repetition is dramatic and meant to be arresting. The solemn curse upon Jeconiah, and I believe also upon Zedekiah, is fulfilled completely, with the first man denied rulership and his sons denied kingship forever, and with the second man having all his sons killed and then dying himself in Babylon childless, so that no-one from his line survived at all. The curse unfolds in two parts, firstly upon the foolish but finally repentant Jeconiah, and then upon the evil and unrepentant Zedekiah. The curse increases in it’s destructive power as the rebellion of the men deepens. Jeconiah and his sons entered captivity, but at least one of his descendents did rule as a leader (Zerubbabel) Ezra 2:2, 5:2, Matthew 1:11-12, and his descendent Joseph was the step father to the true King of Israel. Matthew 1:16.

Neither king had lasting prosperity, for they denied the source of their prosperity, and refused to worship the Lord their God alone, but they followed after the pleasures of the flesh and ignored the spiritual truths that would have given them lasting peace and prosperity. Both men were “childless” when it came to men sitting on the throne of their father David, for neither had a son who ruled. Every son of the evil Zedekiah paid with his life for the sins of his father and died at Riblah before the old king Nebuchadnezzar. 2 Kings 25:5-7. 

Jeconiah’s grand son Zorobabel (or Zerubbabel) led the exiles and helped in the rebuilding of the Temple, but his descendents did not financially prosper, nor did they hold power through the generations and when we meet the family again it is poor, homeless and wandering around avoiding King Herod. The Lord grew up in the household of the direct family of David through both his father and his mother. His father’s line was cursed and never to sit upon the throne again. This is a significant reason for the Virgin Birth being necessary for the Lord’s kingship, for if Joseph is biologically involved then the Lord Jesus is under the same curse of Jeconiah that Joseph was. The Lord’s line by virgin birth runs through the son of David, Nathan. Luke 3:31. Refer to the doctrinal study of CHRIST:  VIRGIN BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THERE IS NO ESCAPE FROM THE ANGELIC CONFLICT. Too many believers seek “retirement” away from the turmoil of the daily battles in the Lord’s Army, but we are not down here to retire; we rest in heaven. Stop planning your villa in the country believer, and seek the Lord’s next role for you to fulfil before you are called home in death. Do not emphasize the cedar lined rooms, or the homes in the mountains to avoid troubles, for evil will find you everywhere, and your call is to stand, fully armoured and fight the Lord’s war, not quietly slip away and retire.

2. DENIAL OF REALITY IS ALWAYS DANGEROUS. There is no escape from the wages of sin; they will be paid, unless taken by another! The Lord will take all our sins and their consequences but we must be obedient to him and walk where he calls us to walk. Denial does not save anyone; it never has.

3. THERE IS TIME FOR ENJOYMENT OF PLEASURE AND THERE IS TIME FOR ACTION TO SAVE YOURSELF AND OTHERS. Jeconiah was entitled to marriage and the joys of sexual pleasure with his wife (singular), but the time he inherited the throne was not the time to marry, it was the time to act decisively to save himself and his nation from the evil of his father’s decision making. We must utilize God’s Word to make our decisions appropriately to divine assessments of reality, not the lusts of the flesh.

4. THERE IS NO SECURITY IN ANY PHYSICAL THING, ONLY IN THE WILL OF GOD. Lift up your eyes from the “stuff” you own believer, for you don’t own it, you only have use of it until you die and leave it all! Let us keep our eyes on the realities, not the myths of man’s foolishness.

5. THERE IS NO LASTING PROSPERITY WITHOUT OBEDIENCE TO GOD. The “prosperity Gospel” teaches lies, but is corrected by scripture, here and elsewhere. There is no prosperity without active obedience to the Lord God of the scriptures. Jeremiah was finally and eternally prospered, and he is the one who could rejoice alone in the plan of God forever, while all those who enjoyed the pleasures of sin for a season have had eternity to regret their short term choice. 

Remember the context of pleasure, for all lust based pleasures last for the moment of their enjoyment and then there is only regret or memory; it is eternal reward alone that has lasting power to rejoice the heart forever. Refer to the Doctrinal study of CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS.

TOPICS 

POVERTY

1. God can raise the poor out of the poverty of their circumstances. (1 Samuel 2:8, Psalm 113:7)

2. There is a special happiness for those who help the poor. (Psalm 41:1, 2, Proverbs 19:17, Proverbs 29:14)

3. The poor are not only delivered by God from poverty but in the reality of their poverty they often see their need of salvation and respond to the gospel. (Psalm 72:12-14, Matthew 11:5)

4. Whilst charity is good and honourable, it can be abused (Proverbs 14:30-31, 19:17) Charity is for the poor, but excessive dependence upon welfare makes the poor lazy (2 Thessalonians 3:10-11)

5. There is a special curse for those who ignore helping the poor. (Proverbs 21:13, 22:16, 28:3). There is also a special curse for those who take advantage of the poor. (Proverbs 22:22-23)

6. Until the Millennium there will always be poverty in the human race. (Mark 14:7)

7. The poor are a target for hypocrisy and its victim. (John 12:5). They are also the victims of backsliders. (James 2:2-4)

8. Poor believers have the same spiritual privileges as rich believers.(James 2:5). A person can be poor in material things but rich in doctrine.

WOMEN:  WIDOWS

1. In the ancient world the widow was very vulnerable.  If a woman did not have a husband or family to care for her, she would starve to death on the streets.

2. God is very concerned for widows and children  Psalms 68:5, 6, 146:9, Exodus 22:22

3. God punishes those who abuse the widow and children. Psalms 94:6-12,   Malachi  3:5.

4. In Israel, if a man died without producing a son to carry on his family name, his brother was to marry the widow.  Deuteronomy 25:5-10, Genesis 38:6-11, Matthew 22:23-33.

5. The Pharisees abuse of the widows led to a major attack upon them by the Lord. Matthew 23:14, Mark 12:40.

6. Care for widows became a hallmark of the church, since many early Christians were martyred, leaving their families as widows and orphans.

7. The office of Deacon was created to look after the widows and their children. Acts 6:1- 6.

8. To qualify for the support of the church a widow would have to fulfil certain requirements. 1 Timothy 5:3-16.

a) had to be over sixty years of age

b) married only to one husband, and faithful to him as long as he lived  (if a woman had two husbands it was likely she would have others to support her)

c) she had to have supported good works in the church, and had to commit herself to praying daily for the church and its ministries. 

9. Paul advised the older widows to remain unmarried, so that they could devote themselves fully to the God's service.  1 Corinthians 7:8-9,32.

WORK – WORK RELATIONS

A glimpse into the early churches view of labour relations, and how both workers and managers should conduct themselves is found in three passages (Ephesians 6:5-9, Philemon, and Colossians 4:1-6). 

Peter identifies principles that apply to the slaves of the Roman Empire in 1 Peter 2:18-25; principles that apply to workers of any day.

1. Be in subjection - place yourselves under the authority of the boss/owner.

2. Be respectful with awesomeness towards them, so there is no hint of disrespect.

3. Have this attitude towards those who are good and those who are “two faced” and untrustworthy. Believers are to trust God in this matter.

4. This behaviour is worthy of honour, and enhances your reputation before the world.

5. Knowing what is unjust before God, and enduring it for the Lord’s sake, brings glory and the “well done” of God.

6. Enduring wrongful pain and sorrow, and taking it to the Lord, is the “school of maturity”, where we can learn more of the Lord and his suffering than in any other place in this life.

7. Do not suffer for your own wrongdoing! There is no glory in that.

8. Imitate the character of Christ; see any unjust suffering that comes your way as an opportunity to learn more of him, and become more like him as you place yourself totally in the Father’s hands.

We are ambassadors of the court of heaven, and have a role of witnessing to the Lord whatever our human job, which, whatever status it has or form it takes, must not get in the way of our witness. 

CHRIST - VIRGIN BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST

1. Jesus Christ had to be born of a virgin to fulfil prophecy. (Isaiah 7:1 4)

2. Jesus had to be born of a virgin to confirm the curse of Coniah. (Jeremiah 22:28-30)

a) Coniah was a believer but an evil king at the time of the Babylonian captivity.

b) Coniah is also in the direct line of Christ in Joseph's lineage from David (Matthew 1:6, 1:11, 1:16) through Solomon. This is the Kingly line.

c) Mary was also in the direct line of Christ from David (Luke 3:23, Luke 3:31) through Nathan. In Luke 3:23 Joseph is the son-in-law of Heli, Mary's father.

d) Both lines, Solomon's and Nathan's meet in the person of Jesus Christ but by the virgin birth Coniah's line is cut off as Joseph is the legal but not natural father of Jesus Christ.

3. Jesus had to be born of a virgin to not have the sin nature of Adam. The sin nature of man comes down through the male. (1 Timothy 2:14)

a) Adam, as the head, was responsible for his wife.

b) Eve was deceived and sinned.

c) Adam made deliberate choice.

4. In order to be the God-Man Jesus had to be conceived of the Holy Spirit to Mary.

5. The virgin birth is therefore critical especially in the doctrine of Redemption, Imputation and Propitiation. NO virgin birth - NO salvation.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS

1. Rewards and Salvation are carefully separated in the scriptures. Salvation is a free gift from God, rewards are for meritorious service in the power of the Spirit.

2. Salvation - a free gift to the lost. (Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 6:23, John 4:10) - an everlasting possession. (John 3:36, John 5:24, John 6:47)

3. Rewards - to the saved who faithfully work for the Lord. (1 Corinthians 9:24, 25, Revelation 22:12) - distributed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10)

4. Rewards as Crowns:-

a) The incorruptible crown - for faithfulness in exercising self control. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

b) The crown of glory - for faithfulness in suffering. (1 Peter 5:4)

c) The crown of life - for faithfulness under trial. (James 1:12, Revelation 2:10)

d) The crown of righteousness - for faithful testimony. (2 Timothy 4:8)

e) The crown of rejoicing - for faithful service. (1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20, Philippians 4:1

NOTES
CHAPTER 23

JEREMIAH 23:1-8

1  Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD. 2  Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD. 3  And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase. 4  And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the LORD. 5  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. 6  In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 7  Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that they shall no more say, The LORD liveth, which brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; 8  But, The LORD liveth, which brought up and which led the seed of the house of Israel out of the north country, and from all countries whither I had driven them; and they shall dwell in their own land.”

REFLECTION

INTRODUCTION

If we look at the placement of these words, after the curse on Jeconiah’s line, then we see the incredible wisdom of God in prophetic truth. Five hundred years before the Lord is born the chapter that refers to him is written after the curse upon Jeconiah’s line. Five hundred years before Joseph is betrothed to Mary it is made clear that their natural sons cannot rule over the kingdom, but that this last son of Jeconiah before the prophecy is fulfilled will see his Lord, the true Son of David, supernaturally born, and that his other sons will call the true Son of David their Lord. James 1:1, Jude 1.

This is also a section that reminds us that to be pastor is to be a shepherd of the flock of the Lord, and that means to serve the Lord through service of the Lord’s people. To desire to be a pastor-teacher is to desire a good thing, but also to desire a dangerous thing, for to fail in ministry is to come under double discipline from the Lord. Luke 12:48, 1 Timothy 1:7, 3:1, James 3:1. Refer below from the doctrinal studies on CHURCH:  PASTORAL DISCIPLINE, and also on page 11 CHURCH:  SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP.

23:1  Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD.

In today’s world, as in Jeremiah’s, there are those who love the lime light, who seek the approval and admiration of others. They seek the titles and “respect” of the Rabbi title in the market place. Jesus reserved his harshest words for those who in pride seek pastoral roles. This discourse of the Lord occurs just after he has spoken of his being David’s greater Son. Matthew 23:1-36, Mark 12: 35-40, Luke 20:41-47. 

To fail to exercise true pastoral leadership is to place oneself under judgment. True pastoral leadership is “SERVANT LEADERSHIP”; God’s way being always that which leads by service, love and self sacrifice, never “as the Gentile’ rulers do”. Matthew 20:25-28, Mark 9:35-37, Luke 22:24-27, 1 Peter 5:5-7. Refer to EBCWA book 112 “CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP” for a full study of this vital principle.

The pastor is called to feed and protect the flock, not destroy and scatter the flock. There is clear direction given to Peter regarding this in John 21:15-23. Peter is told repeatedly to focus all his attention on the feeding of the flock as the true testimony to how much he loves the Lord, and to get his eyes off others.

2  Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD.

There are serious consequences for failure in ministry to God’s people. Exodus 32:31-34, Hosea 2:12-13, Micah 7:3-4. The task is clear; they are to feed and protect the flock from false teaching. Give the people of the Lord God the truth and thereby build up their defences against evil and the seductive power of sin. 

To fail to do this opens the people of the Lord to the seduction of sin and evil, and these Satanic devices will always destroy the flock and lead them away from the path of truth into the deserts of discipline. Lack of doctrine destroys. Proverbs 29:18, Hosea 4:6-8. 

The role of the shepherd in the Middle East was to lead their sheep to pasture, never drive them. The shepherd led the sheep so that he was exposed to danger first and could deal with it before any sheep were injured. They did not lead God’s flock they drove them into danger. John 10:4-5, James 1:27. 

They have failed to “visit”, or care for and deal with the problems of, their flocks and so the Lord will “deal to” them. They have failed to exercise their stewardship and so they will both lose their stewardship and also lose rewards and blessings and instead endure judgment. Matthew 25:26-46, Titus 1:7. We stand under the same rules as the leaders of Jeremiah’s day.  If we fail the people, we fail God, and we receive great punishment upon us.

3  And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase.

Even before the final deportation to Babylon the promise of full return is given. More will be “driven” away in 586 BC and then again in 70 AD and 135 AD more will be dispersed and the nation will only start it’s re-gathering in the 1900s, and the real one has not yet begun! The promise we read here is not fulfilled in any manner today, for the Jews have gathered themselves today in unbelief, and have yet to endure their greatest suffering in the Great Tribulation period before this last and greatest of re-gatherings occurs. The nation will be reduced to a remnant of what it was and yet it will be brought back together, each tribal remnant to it’s area in the land and they will grow and prosper there again. Refer to the EBCWA study of the book of ISAIAH for further study of this topic. Deuteronomy 30:1-6, Isaiah 11:11f, 27:12ff, 43:5-6, Amos 9:14-15, Zechariah 10:8-12.

4  And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the LORD.

The greatest blessing will be that of godly and intelligent leadership for the people. They will be fed well and will never want again. The blessing of the Lord’s re-gathering is that fear is eliminated for the land and there is no need for anything for the people. This verse is evidence that the present re-gathering is not the one referred to here. Psalms 78:70-72, Hosea 3:4-5, 1 Peter 5:1-4. We can be dismayed at times, fearful at others, concerned often, and baffled by events, yet the Lord is our Great Shepherd and we can relax in his care for us. He will raise up the good shepherds to care for us with his heart guiding theirs. 

5  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.

The last king of Judah will go into captivity without living sons, and yet there will be a king to come, and he will be of the line of David, but not the corrupt one. These corrupt men wanted to prosper and they loved the power to rule that they exercised. They would have been avid supporters of “prosperity gospel” preachers today, in fact their prophets were all of this type, constantly preaching this message of positivity, and referring to all who sought holiness as weak and negative. 

The prophetic expectation of the one called “the Branch” was well known by Jeremiah’s day. He was to be the king who would rule in righteousness and justice only; being a true son of the national vine with eyes only for the blessing of the people. Psalms 72:1-5, 80:14-15, Isaiah 4:2, 11:1-12, 32:1-8, 40:9-11, 53:1-12. Notice in the Isaiah passages how the one referred to is both king and “their God”, and how he is like David, yet perfect in his love, unlike David, and how he is also the shepherd of Israel, the suffering servant who pays for their sins, and he is the one who in power re-gathers them. All the themes come together in Jeremiah and his contemporaries and their words with Isaiah’s point only to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The prophetic hope that Jeremiah announces is backed up by the work of Ezekiel and other also, for the Lord never leaves himself short of witnesses for these things. Ezekiel 17:1-10, 22-24, 34:29-31. Daniel saw that the Messiah, who was to come, would be “cut off like a branch” after his sin bearing was completed, and that his rulership would be delayed. Daniel 9:24-27. Amos had already seen that the Temple would be rebuilt by him after a gap of time with the nation under judgment. Amos 9:11-15. 

Zechariah would later build upon the revelation of both Jeremiah and Ezekiel and see in the Spirit that it was the man called “Branch” who was finally to rebuild the Temple of the Lord fully and finally. He saw that even though there were good men serving the Lord, all had stood before the Lord with “dirty garments” before this man would come.  Zechariah 3:3-5, 6:12-13. The apostles saw that it was the Lord who had fulfilled many of these things and would finally bring in the last of them that were then yet unfulfilled. John 1:1-5, 14, 32-36, 15:1-10, Revelation 19:6-13. Refer to the doctrinal study below on CHRIST – BRANCH, also from the same section, CHRIST – ISAIAH 53, CHRIST – RETURN OF OUR LORD, and CHRIST – SHEPHERD. 

6  In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Both the parts of the ancient State will be delivered and be safe in the day of Messiah, but not before. Safety and security and prosperity itself depends solely upon the relationship of the people with their Lord and King. It is only through relationship with the right power that mankind is blessed. It is also underlined here that the only righteousness that counts is that provided by the Lord himself. Job 15:16, Psalms 53:3, Isaiah 64:6, Ezekiel 37:24-28. It is the Lord who pardons and forgives; who heals and restores the lost. It is the Lord alone who establishes covenants of peace, for he alone has power to keep the peace. Psalms 130:7-8, Isaiah 12:1-2, Ezekiel 34:25-28.

Jeremiah gives the nation a new name for their God, JHWH Tsdknu; “the Lord our righteousness”. Isaiah 45:22-25, 54:17, Jeremiah 33:16, Daniel 9:24. This revelation is picked up strongly by Paul in the New Testament. Romans 3:21-24, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 2 Corinthians 5:20-21, Philippians 3:9-11. Refer to the doctrinal study below from the BTB on GOD – NAMES AND TITLES OF GOD.

​7  Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that they shall no more say, The LORD liveth, which brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; 8  But, The LORD liveth, which brought up and which led the seed of the house of Israel out of the north country, and from all countries whither I had driven them; and they shall dwell in their own land.

The acts of God to deliver the people from Babylonians captivity, and later their two thousand year exile since 70 AD, will be greater than anything before. Note that it was 2000 lunar years (of 360 days) since 70 AD by 1993. The bringing back of Israel and Judah from Assyrian and Babylonian exile was miraculous enough, after 200 and 70 years respectively, but to bring any people back from exile after 2000 years is unheard of. Isaiah 14:1-4, 27:12-13, 43:5-7, 18-19, 65:8-10, Ezekiel 36:24-27, 37:24-25, 39:28-29.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. Israel as a nation has re-gathered in unbelief in our days, but it does have prophetic significance, for no nation has ever come back like they have. GOD IS NOT FINISHED WITH ISRAEL. The calls of the Arab and Moslem nations to destroy them will be silenced by treaty and then by salvation for both groups, and then the Lord himself moves in judgment. We do not need to try to “make peace” between Moslem and Jew, for the one who will sign the peace is the Anti-Christ, and we want no part in his work at that time! Peace comes by salvation and we have God’s Word upon it that it will occur between at least a third of the Jews and the Arabs to the east of Israel. Zechariah 12:10ff, Daniel12:41ff, Matthew 24:15:ff. The only one who will bring lasting peace on his return is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Moslem world looks forward to Jesus’ (Isa in the Koran) return, for it is prophesied in the Koran, and we need to be urging the Moslem world to read Isaiah and Jeremiah, and this is why at EBCWA we have worked so hard to have these commentaries available. Many Moslems will be converted to faith in the Lord Jesus as they read the words of the ancient prophets, who they recognize as such, and they will see that the Arab nations are mentioned throughout both prophets, especially Isaiah, and that many in those nations will rejoice at the Lord’s coming. Let us not get distracted into politics and the false views of commentators but rather get the Word out to the Moslem world that they might have the truth.

2. WOE TO PASTORS WHO FAIL TO CARE FOR THE LORD’S SHEEP. It is a frightening thing to fail the Lord’s charge and fall under the Lord’s judgment, and any pastor who fails to fulfil their tasking is under the Lord’s judgment.

3. FEED THE FLOCK, GUARD THE FLOCK, PROTECT THE FLOCK. All pastoral ministry centres around the provision of good doctrinal food for the people of God. As pastors let us ensure the people of the Lord are fed.

4. THE LORD WILL RULE IN JERUSALEM. There is no doubt about the Lord’s victory and rulership over the earth. He is going to be victorious and the nation Israel will survive to be relieved by his return. Let us support the gospel ministries to both Jew and Moslem that each might find peace within their hearts in the one who will rule them both.

JEREMIAH 23:9-15
23:9  Mine heart within me is broken because of the prophets; all my bones shake; I am like a drunken man, and like a man whom wine hath overcome, because of the LORD, and because of the words of his holiness. 10  For the land is full of adulterers; for because of swearing the land mourneth; the pleasant places of the wilderness are dried up, and their course is evil, and their force is not right. 11  For both prophet and priest are profane; yea, in my house have I found their wickedness, saith the LORD. 12  Wherefore their way shall be unto them as slippery ways in the darkness: they shall be driven on, and fall therein: for I will bring evil upon them, even the year of their visitation, saith the LORD. 13  And I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria; they prophesied in Baal, and caused my people Israel to err. 14  I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit adultery, and walk in lies: they strengthen also the hands of evildoers, that none doth return from his wickedness; they are all of them unto me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah. 15  Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets; Behold, I will feed them with wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall: for from the prophets of Jerusalem is profaneness gone forth into all the land.”

REFLECTION

9  Mine heart within me is broken because of the prophets; all my bones shake; I am like a drunken man, and like a man whom wine hath overcome, because of the LORD, and because of the words of his holiness.

There is nothing so evil as those who masquerade as good people and yet they teach things that lead the foolish into moral and physical disaster. They are self righteous, confident in their own beliefs and certain of their philosophy and message of positivity, yet they spread a filthy lie, for their own wealth and power and their hearer’s destruction. When you are a true servant of the Lord God, and a preacher of his truth, you will feel powerfully the great evil of all false teaching. Those who are fooled by false teachers are responsible for themselves; for they have preferred error to truth, for remember, Satan’s viewpoint is always more pleasant and less demanding. 

Notice the impact of the false prophets upon the true man of God. Jeremiah physically feels the evil done and the terrible consequences of the people’s stupidity. The symptoms he describes are those I have seen often in my clinic over the last fifteen years of my specialist practise in Stress Related Disorders. They are classic stress and depression indicators; they tell of a person’s Adrenal System being totally overloaded and their experiencing depressive emotional and physiological distress. He experiences chest pain, even to a severe breaking feeling deep within the chest wall. He has waves of adrenalin that create shaking of the legs and arms so that he staggers like a drunk.

Jeremiah dies as an old man so we know that he did not have a fatal heart disease, but severe stress will mimic heart attack at times and will create pressure across the upper chest with the adrenalin surges that he describes here. This is a man under great distress due to the effect he sees from the evil of the false prophets. As we read this we need to ask ourselves, do we care for the flock of the Lord as this man did? He loved these foolish people and desired their blessing, and so was distressed when they received delusion instead of truth, for he saw the great distress that would be the result of their choice. They hated and despised him yet he still cared for them. He shows us the love of the Lord for the lost, and gives us an example of the love that we are called to ourselves. We need to care this much for the lost. Matthew 23:37-39, Luke 13:33-35,  John 11:33-35.

The Lord seeks our whole hearted worship of him, with emotional and mental faculties united in praise and prayer, and he seeks our unified expression of love and care for the lost also. If a pastor does not care for the lost walking past his church, then he has not got the spirit of the living God active within him at that time. If we despise the lost who abuse us, then that is the “fruit”, or evidence that it is our Old Sin Nature and pride that rules us, not the Spirit of the living God who gave himself for the lost. If we do not feel our faith it probably is no deeper than the Pharisee’s faith, for they felt nothing for the lost except disdain also! Matthew 5:20. God wants us to feel our faith in every cell of our body. There is judgment awaiting those whose “faith” is not real! Our feelings do not save us, but they give testimony that our faith has sunk into our very being. 

If we do not share the pain of the Lord regarding sin and evil we do not understand his doctrines, nor have we drawn near to his heart for the lost. 2 Kings 22:14-20, Jeremiah 14:17-18, Ezekiel 9:3-10, Romans 7:14-25. Do not fear or resent the deep feelings of revulsion you may feel towards sin and evil at times; do not be concerned at the tears you may shed for the impact of evil thoughts upon yourself, or evil and sin upon others. You are in good company if you weep for the works of sin and evil, for you join with your Lord and all the saints down the ages. We long for the day of the Lord’s return for then all this is swept away forever. This was the Psalmist’s desire and it will be ours today if we love him. Psalms 63:1, 84:2, 119:20, 174, Revelation 22:14-21.

10  For the land is full of adulterers; for because of swearing the land mourneth; the pleasant places of the wilderness are dried up, and their course is evil, and their force is not right. 11  For both prophet and priest are profane; yea, in my house have I found their wickedness, saith the LORD.

The result of false teaching has been that the people have let go of the truth and followed after the lies of the pagan gods, so that they have committed adultery with foreign gods and worshipped them. They have sworn oaths in the names of other gods, and taken worship of them as their own. The land that the Lord gave them is now in mourning; even the land itself grieves for their sins. Nature turning against man is one of the signs of God’s displeasure with the attitudes of the people. Even our present “global warming” is a sign of this, for it stems from man’s uncontrolled greed for financial profit without concern for others. All pollution becomes a judgment upon the greed of man. Even today we come under these laws, for they are basic within the universe, as God has made it. Leviticus 26:18-22.  

The course of their lives is not right before God, nor is their energy positive and correct. People often wonder why nothing is going well with them, and why the “blessing” is not there in their life, and that the harder they work the less they achieve. The answer is here in these verses.  There is something wrong with their spirit, which has separated them from the path that God would have them walk. If we walk as God intends and believe and do the things God desires, then life flows as it is meant to flow.  We can rest in our spirit only on God’s path for us.
This does not mean we have great wealth necessarily, but we do have exactly the wealth we are intended to have on our path; we have everything that the Lord wants for us. These people need not be baffled, for they have left the path of God and all they can have then is the chaos of the enemy. Both the prophet and the priest have left the path of God and become “profane”; fit only for base work, not spiritual at all. They have practised wickedness in the very Temple itself in worship of false gods. Ezekiel 22:23-31, 23:36-49.

12  Wherefore their way shall be unto them as slippery ways in the darkness: they shall be driven on, and fall therein: for I will bring evil upon them, even the year of their visitation, saith the LORD. 

The Lord compares the paths of these people through life to that of a person stumbling on a dark and wet night; they are completely at the mercy of the elements and will fall over again and again, having no control over their footsteps. The Lord makes it clear that it is he who will bring evil upon them, and it is he who will drive them along to destruction. He it was who would have taken them forward to blessing, and so having rejected that, it is he who will drive them on to destruction. They have acted as if God has no power and no interest in them. They have been so arrogant as to act as if they are beyond being touched by God, as if they can get away with murder, and so they have murdered others and then entered the Temple as if all is fine! They pay the price for evil, for the Lord will ensure they receive their wage sin full for all their work against him and his people. Psalms 35:5-8, 73:16-28, Proverbs 4:10-19, Isaiah 8:19-22. 

We need to keep in remembrance the great evil that was being done at this time lest we feel any sympathy or those who died in the final siege; we are to save our sympathy for those they murdered and those they stole from!

13  And I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria; they prophesied in Baal, and caused my people Israel to err. 14  I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit adultery, and walk in lies: they strengthen also the hands of evildoers, that none doth return from his wickedness; they are all of them unto me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah.

The amazing thing was that the Northern Kingdom of Israel had entered into idolatry first, worshipping the Baalim and serving evil and immorality through their evil worship. The people of the south had seen them be destroyed as a nation completely and yet they took nothing from that, forgetting the complete destruction of Samaria and not believing that the Lord would do the same to Jerusalem if they went the same way as their northern cousins. They had entered into all the sin of immorality that those in the north had and they felt no shame nor did they see that their path was the path of death. 

We had better be alert to such stupidity for our own day is rushing headlong towards equally foolish things. 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12, 1 Timothy 4:1-5, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 14-19, Revelation 19:20. Sodom and Gomorrah were not condemned for their homosexuality alone, for that was just one manifestation of their evil; they perished because of their total disregard for the rules of God in all areas of life. They had actively chosen to be God’s opponents in justice and morality, and they paid the price for that, but that was their deliberate choice! Matthew 25:41-46, Revelation 20:12-15.  It is the selection of the company of evil men that condemns the Israelites of Jeremiah’s day. We all choose our own company by what we select as our life style, our friends and our pastimes and daily work. If we select the company of the Sodomites and Baal worshippers then we cannot complain when we share their final fate.

​15  Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets; Behold, I will feed them with wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall: for from the prophets of Jerusalem is profaneness gone forth into all the land.

The Lord is very concerned about those who claim to be his prophets and yet do not perform as such, indeed show themselves as evil men. They have claimed to speak as the Lord’s servants and so the Lord takes it as his responsibility to discipline them and other people had better step well back from such men and women before the axe of God falls upon them and they are cut off from amongst the people of God. Those who refused to obey the statutes of the Lord were to be “cut off” from the people, in order that the nation might be pure. The consequences of not doing that is seen in Jeremiah’s day. Exodus 9:15, 12:15-19, Leviticus 20:1-17, Numbers 9:13-14, 15:30-31, 16:23-35. 

There is bitterness for such people in their lives. There is neither peace nor joy for the wicked. Isaiah 55:7, 56:20-21. The teachers of the Lord’s Word and the proclaimers of the Lord’s promises have a privileged position, and their words are to be a blessing to all, but if they tell lies they pollute all the land. This is the sad state of affairs in the land of Jeremiah’s day. Refer to the doctrinal study on BITTERNESS

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. IF WE DO NOT LEARN FROM HISTORY WE WILL SUFFER AS EARLIER FOOLS HAVE! The Lord has ensured that we have all the evidence we need to do what is right and good. If we select the path of foolishness then we can relax with it’s consequences, for we have chosen them. As preachers of the truth we have the responsibility to speak the Lord’s truth before the people whether they will hear or whether they will ignore us! We are responsible to the Lord to tell the truth, just so, let us proclaim it fully and thoroughly. Ezekiel 3:3-11.

2. TRUE SERVANTS OF THE LORD ARE GRIEVED BY FALSE TEACHERS. When you love the Lord and his truth you will hate those who stand for evil and lies. When you love the Lord you will care that his people are misled by those who seek to pervert them from the true path. Great sadness within God’s people is normal about both Satanic attacks upon the truth (both theological liberalism and false Pentecostal prophets who add falsehood to scripture in order to gain power for themselves). Genuine prophets glorify the Lord, and genuine theologians glorify the Lord, but the enemy has his men and women in both extreme camps of the organized church. 

3. STRESS RELATED DISORDERS ARE NOT SIGNS OF SIN. Jeremiah is extremely distressed because he feels the greatness of the evil around him. Many of God’s choicest servants have been stressed, depressed, or suffered from major anxieties at times. The great Jewish psychiatrist of last century, Dr Viktor Frankl said, “there are some things, if they happen to you, and you don’t lose your mind, it is only because you didn’t have one to lose!” Jeremiah loses his composure, gets depressed, stressed and sick physically because of what eh sees, and he is having a “normal” response to the awful reality he is experiencing.

4. GOD SEES THE SECRET SINS AND THEY DISQUALIFY US FROM SPIRITUAL SERVICE UNTIL THEY ARE DEALT WITH. Sin can be dealt with by confession and life change, but if it is not, the sin remains a barrier to service and the person is disqualified from their called role in the Lord’s service.  Unconfessed sin disqualifies us from service in the Lord’s work!!! This is a lasting and final principle that runs from one end of scripture to the other.

5. BAD COMPANY PERVERTS MORALS AND DESTROYS WITNESS. We are known by our friends and our pastimes. If we take pleasure in evil then our heart is evil. Let us not fool ourselves over this matter; if we harbour secret sins and evils that we enjoy within, they need to be dealt with before they disqualify us from service.

Refer below to the following doctrinal studies from the BTB as follow up from this section. CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS, and also in the same section, SEPARATION.

JEREMIAH 23:16-22
16  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the LORD. 17  They say still unto them that despise me, The LORD hath said, Ye shall have peace; and they say unto every one that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you. 18  For who hath stood in the counsel of the LORD, and hath perceived and heard his word? who hath marked his word, and heard it? 19  Behold, a whirlwind of the LORD is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall grievously upon the head of the wicked. 20  The anger of the LORD shall not return, until he have executed, and till he have performed the thoughts of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly. 21  I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied. 22  But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words, then they should have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of their doings.”

REFLECTION

INTRODUCTION

Jeremiah now gives the Lord’s specific warnings against the lying prophecies of the false prophets. We must remember that Jeremiah was well outnumbered by the false prophets. God’s people are not the majority in any nation through the centuries in any time frame you may study. The remnant is the common reference and it is to be remembered that a few people working with the Lord may preserve their nation. We are not to expect the majority to serve the Lord at any time until the Lord rules upon the earth, and we are not to be disturbed by this, but to relax and get on with the job of spreading the Word of the Lord and acting as his ambassadors. 

16  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the LORD.

The people are formally warned against the words of the false prophets as is right and proper. We do not take this responsibility seriously enough today. When a false teacher spouts evil nonsense often God’s people sit idly by and are silent. We have a responsibility to speak up and tell the people of the Lord that that person is not speaking for God, nor are his words in accordance with God’s Word. There is a balance here, for we are told not to criticize nor take down another of the Lord’s servants. 1 Samuel 24:1-13, Romans 14:10-13. This prohibition is over however when a person says things that are going to lead astray the foolish sheep into disaster. If a person claims to be “of the Lord” and yet their life or lips are evil then we are to openly oppose them and call them for the phoney they are.

It is clear from the prophetic books that if we do not raise our voice to stop such evil we are held responsible by the Lord for the injury to the sheep as if we caused it our self. We are to tell the truth and call a lie a lie, so that all may be without excuse before the Lord. Jude 22-23. We are to be bold in our condemnation of false prophets and we are to name them and shame them. If any doubt that this is apostolic policy, then please refer to all the following verses. Matthew 7:15-23, 2 Corinthians 11:13-20, 2 Timothy 4:14-15, 2 John 7, 3 John 9-10. 

17  They say still unto them that despise me, The LORD hath said, Ye shall have peace; and they say unto every one that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you.

These people despised the true prophet of the Lord yet still claimed to speak for the Lord, and upon their lips were constantly the words “the Lord says”. These people were not speaking for God at all, it was all just hot air, but they still claimed to stand for God. Do not be offended or surprised today when people do and say such things. This evil has been Satan’s strategy since the beginning, for by means of a false prophet he can discredit the true prophets and through false prophecy lead the sincere but deluded people who have believed it astray from the truth and into disaster, and so finally away from God and his people. Ezekiel 13:3-7, 10-16, Luke 10:16, Galatians 1:6-9, 1 Thessalonians 4:8. 

They have claimed that there will be peace and this is not true; there will be no peace at all for the evil people in this corrupt land. They have claimed that this is the word of the Lord, but they have spun these words from the imagination of their own empty minds. Their promises are no better than their empty heads. 

Sadly too many “prophets” today are in this category and speak great swelling words that have no substance at all, for they are simply hot air, and those who believe them will discover them to be false and dangerous. I have personally assisted people in my clinic who received “prophecies” over themselves by some self important and self appointed prophet, and the result was devastating, for it was based upon nothing other than their own empty headed vanity. 

I have seen people who were prophesied over to marry another person and the marriage occurred with resulting disaster to both the adults and the children born into the family falsely created! The people involved were fools to give their power over to such a prophet, but the church involved is under God’s judgment for failing to control prophetic utterances. Deuteronomy 29:16-21. Refer to the doctrinal study of PROPHET on page 12 which looks at this topic. 

18  For who hath stood in the counsel of the LORD, and hath perceived and heard his word? Who hath marked his word, and heard it? 19  Behold, a whirlwind of the LORD is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall grievously upon the head of the wicked.

Who amongst men has been called to the secret council of the Lord? Who has heard the plans of God from the Lord’s table and so is in a position to announce that they know the full counsel of the Lord?  The most ancient of books in the Bible has said it.  “Who has known the secret things of God?” Job 15:8-12, 38:1-11. 

These foolish men and women have claimed to know what no person can ever know. The true prophet is humble because they realise that the Lord has revealed only a few things to them, and they realise that the Lord holds them responsible to deliver what they know with humility and prayerful concern. Isaiah 40:12-17, 1 Corinthians 2:16. Through the revelation of scripture taught to us by the Holy Spirit’s ministries, we have the knowledge of the Lord, but it is held through spirituality not arrogance. Refer to the doctrinal study of HOLY SPIRIT:  TEACHER on page 12

We have heard the Lord’s Word because we have listened to it and focused all our attention upon it, and because we have heeded the ministries of the Holy Spirit within us. The beginning of real knowledge is the holy fear of the Lord; a real understanding of the holy awesomeness of the creator God. Psalms 25:12-14, Proverbs 1:7, 9:10, Amos 3:7, John 15:7-15. 

The most powerful force known to the peoples of Israel was the fierce whirlwind, or whirling wind associated with a great storm; the hurricane force storm winds that would appear to come from no-where, with little or no warning and destroy trees, houses, crops and dreams in minutes of violent destruction. The sudden destructive force of this wind was used as the potent symbol of sudden judgment as it falls upon those who ignore or oppose the Lord. It had been used by David, Solomon, Amos, and more recently by Isaiah and Nahum, so formed a good picture for Jeremiah’s generation of the sudden violence of the judgment that was coming to them. Psalms 58:9, Proverbs 1:24-33, 10:25-27, Isaiah 5:25-29, 40:21-24, 66:15-16, Amos 1:14, Nahum 1:3-8. 

20  The anger of the LORD shall not return, until he have executed, and till he have performed the thoughts of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly.

There was now no turning back of the judgment that was coming, for the plan of God was settled against the evil that was settled in the hearts of the people in their daily persistence in the paths of unrighteousness. Until he had executed his judgment there would be no stopping the plan unfolding upon them now, for they had decided to remain under the hold of evil. The plan is hidden in the heart of God and so there is no access by any man to change things. Isaiah 14:24. It will only be later, at the exile and return to the land that the people will look back and thoroughly see what had occurred and why. 

Psalm 119 records the initial realization of the second group of captives under Jehoiakim and they realize why they are marching into captivity and sing mournfully of their fate, but praise God for his grace and mercy in the midst and recognize their being worthy of such a judgment as falls. Nehemiah 8-9, Ezekiel 14:22-23, Zechariah 1:5-6, 8:14-15. Sadly it is often only after great discipline that people realize that they have deserved the punishment of the Lord and face the consequences of their sins and repent. Proverbs 5:11-14, 21:29-31.

21  I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied. 22  But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words, then they should have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of their doings.

These words must give us pause in our own day, for many believers seek the dramatic and do not exercise the discernment regarding these things as they ought. There will always be more false prophets than true prophets and unless we are studying the scriptures we will be led astray by evil. As we have seen above, a major push by the enemy is the fake prophet and false prophecy, and all believers must exercise great discernment over these matters. They speak as if from the Lord and yet the Lord has not spoken to or through them. The call to these people and to us is to, “stand in the Lord’s counsel”, that is, to stand firmly in the truth of the Word of God, and then allow the Holy Spirit to transform us through the truth of the Word as it is applied into our daily life. Ezekiel 2:6-7, 3:10-17, Acts 26:18, 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10, 5:6-8.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. FALSE PROPHETS WILL ABOUND ALWAYS. Let us continue to be discerning in all things spiritual, for the enemy’s main tool is deception, not dramatic things. The false teacher and false prophet are always the most dangerous tools of the enemy. 

Neither fervour, nor dramatic signs and wonders, nor even great numbers indicate truth; only holding to the revelation of the Lord indicates truth. The false teachers, priests, and prophets of Jeremiah’s day were the popular men and had the wealth, power and the numbers with them. Their message was the dominant one and they were the most numerous, with their “schools” of prophecy being more powerful and wealthy than Jeremiah’s despised hovel and few followers, yet they were all wrong. 

2. WE HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY TO SPEAK AGAINST FALSE PROPHETS. We can be too polite with paganism. We are not called to politeness but to stand for truth and confront error without being obnoxious. 

JEREMIAH 23:23-32

23  Am I a God at hand, saith the LORD, and not a God afar off? 24  Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD. 25  I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed. 26  How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies? yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart; 27  Which think to cause my people to forget my name by their dreams which they tell every man to his neighbour, as their fathers have forgotten my name for Baal. 28  The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? saith the LORD. 29  Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces? 30  Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that steal my words every one from his neighbour. 31  Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that use their tongues, and say, He saith. 32  Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them: therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith the LORD.”
REFLECTION

The false prophets have acted as if they were untouchable. Perhaps they believed they were the true servants of the Lord, or perhaps they believed that the Lord was so attached to the city and temple that it and them would never be wiped away. Whatever their delusion, it was a delusion, for the Lord will remove his most powerful past place when it no longer serves his glory. Cities in the West are filled with empty churches, where in past days the Gospel was preached powerfully by wonderful men and women of God, but now that building is a warehouse. The principle of judgment needs to be grasped by each generation.

23  Am I a God at hand, saith the LORD, and not a God afar off? 24  Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD.

The starting point for wisdom is a correct appreciation of the truth about who God is. That is why theology starts with an examination of the principles of revelation, examining how we can know God and then it looks at the character of God as he has revealed himself through direct or indirect revelation. The Lord’s question to these people is a humorous one, but with a serious result! They have acted as if the Lord is there with them and spoken on his behalf all the time. 

The problem was not that these people didn’t believe in the existence of God, for they did, but they did not believe that he would act to deal with their sins. They believed that the Lord would tolerate their immorality and that he was not too concerned about sex and money, and that they could get away with things that the scriptures had expressly forbidden. Do I not notice all that occurs upon the earth? The Lord asks us this directly. The true prophets of God through the ages have always had a sense of the presence of the Lord everywhere, the fakers act as if he is on holiday and left the world to them! 

Contemplating the true nature of the Lord is helpful for all things, for it reminds us of the realities of our life and eternity and the one who made all things and upholds all things. Once we really rest in the reality of the nature and actions of the Lord God we can be secure in his world. Psalms 139:1-10. There is no hiding from the Lord, and no need to hide from him if we walk honestly before him. Psalm 139:16-24, Jonah 1:3-4. Refer to study GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

25  I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed. 26  How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies? yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart;

These people think they can get away with things, yet the Lord hears their words and judges them. The Lord labels their words as “lies”, and identifies the origins as the deceit of their own hearts. These foolish and arrogant people have deceived themselves into believing they are prophets when they are nothing of the sort! Deceit is the key word here, for it is the clue to the origin of false prophecy; it comes from the enemy himself. They claim that they have dreamed dreams and seen visions in their dreams that give guidance as to the will of the Lord for them. God speaks through dreams at times, but not at all times, and not all dreams are either of God, or give guidance. 

Dreams have many sources, the least common of which is divine revelation. These people loved the fame of their “dreaming” and this was the clue that their dreams were spun from their own arrogance and self importance rather than from God. These people loved the drama, and when people are show men or stage women in the spiritual area then it is a good indication that their “dreams” are phoney and their revelation is from the deceit of their own hearts. Numbers 12:6, Joel 2:28-29, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11, 1 Timothy 4:1-2, 2 Timothy 4:3, 2 Peter 2:13-16. Refer back to the study on the PROPHET from the BTB because being clear about this important subject keeps a church and it’s members safe from “nutters” and deceivers, for both categories can be wittingly or unwittingly used by the enemy. We have more fools today than demonic indwelt prophets, but they are equally dangerous to those who are deluded enough to believe their utterances.

27  Which think to cause my people to forget my name by their dreams which they tell every man to his neighbour, as their fathers have forgotten my name for Baal.

The sign of falsehood with a prophet is that he or she will cause people to forget the name, character and will of God for them as believers. They will lead the foolish person away from truth and into disaster. From the days of Moses the criteria for spotting the false prophet rested on three things; firstly they would magnify the name of the Lord, not themselves. Secondly they would always lead people to worship the true Lord God and never lead the people to worship Baal. Thirdly they would live holy lives and have holiness as their words and daily life pattern. Deuteronomy 13:1-11, 2 Timothy 2:17-18, 3:6-9. To lead anyone into the worship of a false god was a clear indication that the prophet was not from the true God of Israel.

28  The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? saith the LORD.

Just because there are fakes about you do not ban prophecy. This must be remembered in non-Pentecostal churches today. To ban the prophetic gifting is an equal error to that of not testing the gifting against the revelation of scripture. If a tested prophet has a dream then that person should tell their dream, and all that hear it should discern what is said to see what the Holy Spirit ministers to them. Let the wind of exposure blow upon the prophetic words and the wind will blow away the chaff, leaving only the grains of wheat. When the fake prophet speaks and the true speaks the difference is startling and the Holy Spirit reveals the truth quickly. 

29  Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?

St Paul uses this sort of language to the Corinthians. 1 Corinthians 3:12-13, 14:24-25, 2 Corinthians 10:4. This reminds us that trifling with the Word of God is a foolish thing to do, for God’s words are fire and they will burn up all that they touch, for good or for judgment. The Lord wants to “light a fire” in the pulpit and he wants all believers to “catch the Spirit’s fire”. We are to be on fire for God! If we are not on fire for God we are in danger of being burned up by God. John 6:63, 15:6, Acts 2:3, 37, 2 Corinthians 2:14-16, 10:3-6, Hebrews 4:12, 12:29. 

30  Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that steal my words every one from his neighbour. 31  Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that use their tongues, and say, He saith.

There are those false prophets that invent things from their own minds and there are others who steal words from godly people and use them as if they are their own; these people con others into thinking they are spiritual giants when actually they are spiritual midgets.  God is against them because they claim to speak for him and they are con-artists. They lie and claim things that are not true and the Lord hates that sort of thing, and has done from the very beginning of Israel’s history. Leviticus 26:14-17, Deuteronomy 18:20-22, 29:18-21, Psalms 34:16, 1 Peter 3:10-12.  

32  Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them: therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith the LORD.

God hates the vain-glorious pride (lightness) of those who claim to be prophets when they are nothing of the sort. God hates the evil of those who would mislead his people in arrogant self importance, pretending they are spiritual giants when they are not. God simply hates pretence! Let us be very scared of these words for they record the Lord’s settled viewpoint upon those who cheat and lie about spiritual things. They claim that the Lord sent them but the Lord didn’t send them at all and so they will neither be helped nor blessed by what is said, because the things said are a tissue of deceit and lies. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION 
1. THERE IS NO HIDING FROM GOD. For good or for evil we will be accountable because the Lord has interest in the affairs of man. The evidence for this is the Cross itself.

2. THE MAJORITY OF PROPHETS HAVE ALWAYS LIED. The challenge remains throughout human history to discern truth from error with those who claim to speak for God.

3. THE WIND OF THE SPIRIT IS TO BE APPLIED TO ALL PROPHETIC WORDS. Let the wind of testing be applied to all who claim to speak for the Lord and let the chaff be blown away, and only the true grains of truth remain.

4. WE ARE MEANT TO BE FIRED UP BY TRUTH. If we do not get fired up by the truth, we will get burned up by the results of the lies of the enemy.

JEREMIAH 23:33-40

33  And when this people, or the prophet, or a priest, shall ask thee, saying, What is the burden of the LORD? thou shalt then say unto them, What burden? I will even forsake you, saith the LORD. 34  And as for the prophet, and the priest, and the people, that shall say, The burden of the LORD, I will even punish that man and his house. 35  Thus shall ye say every one to his neighbour, and every one to his brother, What hath the LORD answered? and, What hath the LORD spoken? 36  And the burden of the LORD shall ye mention no more: for every man's word shall be his burden; for ye have perverted the words of the living God, of the LORD of hosts our God. 37  Thus shalt thou say to the prophet, What hath the LORD answered thee? and, What hath the LORD spoken? 38  But since ye say, The burden of the LORD; therefore thus saith the LORD; Because ye say this word, The burden of the LORD, and I have sent unto you, saying, Ye shall not say, The burden of the LORD; 39  Therefore, behold, I, even I, will utterly forget you, and I will forsake you, and the city that I gave you and your fathers, and cast you out of my presence: 40  And I will bring an everlasting reproach upon you, and a perpetual shame, which shall not be forgotten.”

REFLECTION

33  And when this people, or the prophet, or a priest, shall ask thee, saying, What is the burden of the LORD? thou shalt then say unto them, What burden? I will even forsake you, saith the LORD. 34  And as for the prophet, and the priest, and the people, that shall say, The burden of the LORD, I will even punish that man and his house.

There is serious sarcasm in the questions of the people to Jeremiah. They do not believe he speaks for God at all and so they mock his prophetic “burden” and make him appear more negative and hopeless, while they retain their positive feeling about the future that is all roses as far as they are concerned. They have the expectation of a positive outcome for all their plans, but that is because they have the Baal worship of wishful thinking! Too many today continue with this worship. 

Wishful thinking is not faith, it is foolishness! When these people mock the prophet he is to snap back at them that they are forsaken by the Lord they have mocked. There will also be personal punishment upon the individual asking the foolish question and mocking the prophet as they have. The Lord will specifically target the individuals and the families of those who mock the Lord’s servants. 

The Lord is not being cruel to children here, for from the words of Jesus we have seen the value God places upon the protection of children, Matthew 18:2-6, but the adult members of every evil household will answer for the evil they have spoken against the man of God. Adult personal responsibility is what is in view here. 

Sadly many of their children will die in the famine and afterwards, but they will be carried directly to heaven into the arms of the Lord who tried to stop their parent’s evil. We have God’s word on this matter, for even a child born of adultery, where the parents are judged through the child’s death; that child is still under God’s loving care, even through it’s death, and upon death is carried directly into heaven. 2 Samuel 12:15-23, Matthew 18:10. David was sure that he would join this child in heaven, but most of these people in Jeremiah’s day will not be joining their children in heaven, for they have rejected their Lord and their God.  The children are secure in God’s love, but the parents have rejected that love!
35  Thus shall ye say every one to his neighbour, and every one to his brother, What hath the LORD answered? and, What hath the LORD spoken? 36  And the burden of the LORD shall ye mention no more: for every man's word shall be his burden; for ye have perverted the words of the living God, of the LORD of hosts our God.

The daily sarcasm of the people, each to his neighbour will all be answered in that final day when the Lord judges them for their evil. They have mockingly asked one another, “what is the burden of the Lord?” they mocked the very word “burden” for they did not believe there was any burden coming to them. Their own words will be the burden they will carry, as they remember how they mocked the prophet of God when they are judged by him. They have perverted the words of the living God and so they will pay the price. Psalms 12:3-5, 64:7-9, 120:3, Isaiah 3:8, Matthew 12:36, 2 Peter 2:15-19.

37  Thus shalt thou say to the prophet, What hath the LORD answered thee? and, What hath the LORD spoken? 38  But since ye say, The burden of the LORD; therefore thus saith the LORD; Because ye say this word, The burden of the LORD, and I have sent unto you, saying, Ye shall not say, The burden of the LORD;

Their sarcasm will cease and none will say in that day anything cruel or mocking to the prophet. Instead of their sarcasm they should have been urgently asking the prophet what the Lord had told him, for their lives depended upon it. 

They ought to have been keen to hear all that the Lord had said to the prophet for it might have saved them, but they kept chanting “the burden of the Lord” and probably mocked Jeremiah by gesture also, holding their head in their hands mocking his concerns for them. God told them not to mock the prophet’s burden, for he felt their pain and knew what was coming to them and wept for them, and they mocked him. It was for this great evil that they would all die or enter captivity. 

39  Therefore, behold, I, even I, will utterly forget you, and I will forsake you, and the city that I gave you and your fathers, and cast you out of my presence: 40  And I will bring an everlasting reproach upon you, and a perpetual shame, which shall not be forgotten.

It is a serious thing to be forgotten by God, for it means he has turned his protective oversight away from you and you are left bereft of support and any certainty other than death and judgment. Hebrews 9:27. The earth had experienced one cataclysmic world wide disaster with the great flood of Noah where the people of Jeremiah’s day could look back and reflect that only those who were obedient to the Lord were “remembered” and saved. Genesis 6:8-9, 17-22, 8:1. 

As we have seen above, they could look north to the ruins that marked the site of Samaria and remember that the Northern Kingdom disappeared because of their evil just over one hundred and twenty years before this time. They had the testimony of the scriptures that the Lord God of all flesh judges those he has made and casts away those who reject his ways. They had the specific words of Moses into just such a situation as they find themselves in. Leviticus 26:14-17, 18, 21, 24, 27-28, Deuteronomy 32:26-29, 36-42. These are terrible words, but they are absolutely clear and the people had them, and the priests had them, and they all ignored them, thinking they were exceptions to the rule, but there are no exceptions to God’s rules! Proverbs 13:13, Matthew 25:41-46, 2 Thessalonians 1:6-9.

One hundred and twenty years before Jeremiah uttered these words, in the last days of the Northern Kingdom and the great distress of the Assyrian invasion of the south, Isaiah had reminded the people of Moses’ words, and warned them strongly that they were in danger of seeing the curses of Deuteronomy 27:15ff fulfilled in their day upon themselves and their families. Isaiah 48:9-22, 51:12-22. All of Isaiah’s word have backed Jeremiah’s words and were confirmed in the words of Ezekiel also. Ezekiel 5:8, 6:3, 34:17-24. Refer to doctrinal study ISRAEL:  NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE

Through their judgment will come blessing eventually, and they will finally be restored as a godly nation (not yet) under the rulership of the Messiah, their true King. They have the facts but they have ignored them! They have been consistently told the truth by their prophets but they have despised the truth and clung to a lie. Hosea 4:6, 5:14-15, 9:10-17.  God is finished with them as a generation, but not them as a people, for their children will be obedient.
All the warnings of Hosea to the North were known in Jeremiah’s day and they could see the place where Samaria had been from the walls of Jerusalem, yet they ignored the physical evidence before them. Such is Satanic deception. Jesus tells the parable of the rich man and Lazarus to illustrate this principle in his own day. Luke 16:19-31. Until they bow like David bowed, after his great sin with Bathsheba, and confess their guilt before their God, until that time they will remain under judgment, and the only ones who will walk alive into captivity will be the ones who confess. Psalms 51:10-17. 

They will be judged as a nation in such a manner that all thereafter will know they were judged by God. Deuteronomy 28:37, Ezekiel 5:14-17. Daniel reflected back on these events as he struggled, with all the others of the exile, to come to terms with what had happened because of the sins of the people. Daniel 9:14, 16, 19. Daniel’s confession on behalf of his people opens the door for the Lord to give him the answer through the revelation of the prophetic history of Israel through the seventy weeks. Daniel 9:22-27. There is still hope for the nation through the prophetic word, as spoken by the genuine prophets, and that hope is the plan and purposes of their God for them after they repent and return to his path.   

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. SARCASM TOWARDS GOD’S SERVANTS IS SEVERELY PUNISHED BY THE LORD. We do not need to defend ourselves in these matters, nor do we need to feel offended, for the offence is against God, not ourselves as his ambassadors. No ambassador takes any insult personally for it is directed through them to the power they represent. We stand as representatives of the Lord and so it is his business when his servants are insulted. Leave your case with the Lord believer! Vengeance is the Lord’s! Refer to doctrinal study CHRISTIAN LIFE:  AMBASSADOR on page 22

2. THE LORD JUDGES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR WORDS AND DEEDS. The Lord tailors discipline to the carnal and judgment to the lost so that the foolish people involved receive exactly what they have said or done against him.

3. TO BE FORGOTTEN BY THE LORD IS A TERRIBLE THING. Many unbelievers ask for this and they will get their wish in time and eternity.

Refer to the doctrinal bible study from the BTB – ANGELS – SATANIC ATTACK, and also SATANIC ATTACK UPON BELEIVERS.

TOPICS

CHURCH: PASTORAL DISCIPLINE

1. Those who will not heed the Word of God within the church are to be first warned and then rebuked (privately if the error is private, or publicly if their error is public). 2 Thessalonians 3:14, Titus 1:13, 14.

2. If they still will not listen to the truth then the individuals are to be isolated from the fellowship and others are to separate themselves from them. 1 Timothy 6:3-5.

3. If they still refuse to change their false views they are to be expelled from the fellowship. Titus 3: 10

There is to be no hesitation at this point nor any exceptions made as false doctrine if not dealt with will effect others;  any perversion of the gospel demands drastic action. Galatians 1:6-10.

4. Paul warns about false doctrine 1 Timothy 1:4,11.

Then he expels the two false teachers, Hymeneus, and Alexander, that they might learn the truth and stop blaspheming. 1 Timothy 1:18-20.

5. Any expulsion is only temporary, it applies only so long as the person is involved in heresy, or false practices. When they repent they are to be received back again as was the prodigal son, Luke 15:11-32, and the man in adultery who repented in the church at Corinth. 1 Corinthians 5:1-13. 2 Corinthians 2:5-11.

CHURCH: -SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP

1Peter 5:2-4  “Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 3  neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being examples to the flock. 4   And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.”

1. As pastors we are all “fellow-elders”, equals before God, tried by suffering, focused and empowered by the Holy Spirit, and  with a heart for service, and an expectation of glory  within to drive us. 

2. We are to “shepherd the flock; loving, self sacrificial service is in view here.

3. We are to feed the flock; they must not starve when they are with us.

4. They are God’s flock, not ours. We have the care and responsibility, but we answer to the Lord himself for our work with the flock he has given us.

5. We are to exercise oversight, so as to receive a good report from the Lord, and we are to be focused, as we serve Him, on His well done not anything else (Matthew 25:21-23).

6. We are to serve in a free way, under the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, not from any other “constraint”. No compulsion is to drive us except the desire coming from within from love for our Lord.

7. We are to be as keen as a volunteer, and with all the passion that this involves.

8. Lust for money, power, authority, position, or reputation, are not to be a part of our lives at all. Such lust for power is illustrated by Diotrephes (3 John 9-10).

9. We are to be filled with passion, ready to serve, with total zeal for the task to which we are called.

10. Not lording it over the flock, as monarchs or dictators.

11. Being patterns, role models that others can follow in holy and joy filled living.

12. Being focused on winning the crown of glory, that is the eternal reward for the pastor who serves well. This involves being prepared to wear the crown of suffering in time with glory in our hearts, for they are fixed on eternal realities, where our true reward will be received.

Lazy pastors, power or money hungry pastors, are strongly rebuked here, and are reminded that the Lord’s expectation of them is serious, and the consequences of failure or success (as the Lord determines it), are eternal. The Lord is the Chief Shepherd, he is the one to whom we must give account, and it is his well done that we are to focus on. 

CHRIST - BRANCH: A PICTURE OF CHRIST

1. Christ is known as the branch in four ways, which corresponds to the four gospels.

a) MATTHEW is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the King of Israel. Jesus is called the BRANCH OF DAVID (Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah. 23;5; Jeremiah. 33:15) and as such is shown as the coming King of Israel which will be fulfilled in the Millennium

b) MARK is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the Suffering Servant. Jesus is called MY SERVANT THE BRANCH (Zechariah. 3:8) which he fulfilled during the incarnation at the first advent. (Isaiah 53)

c) LUKE is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the Perfect Man. Jesus is called THE MAN WHOSE NAME IS THE BRANCH (Zechariah 6:12) specifically referring to His reign on the earth during the Millennium.

d) JOHN is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as God. Jesus is called THE BRANCH OF THE LORD (Isaiah 4:2) and refers to Jesus as God with us-Emmanuel. (Isaiah 7:14)

2. THE FALSE BRANCH -At Christmas it is common practice in Europe to kiss under the mistletoe as a form of reconciliation. The mistletoe is a parasite which is called a branch and is a false parody on the reconciliation provided by the true BRANCH.

CHRIST:  ISAIAH CHAPTER 53:  SUFFERING OF JESUS CHRIST

Isaiah 53 is one of the most famous chapters in the Bible and portrays prophetically the sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Prophecy - 53:1 “Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?” 

Fulfilment - John 12:38

Prophecy - 53:2  “For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.” 

Fulfilment - Philippians 2:5-8

Prophecy - 53:3  “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not” 

Fulfilment - John 1:11, Matthew 26:38; 27:20-22,

Prophecy - 53:4  “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.”

Fulfilment - Matthew 8:16, 27:41-43

Prophecy - 53:5  “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”

Fulfilment - Matthew 27:26-29, Colossians 1:20, 1 Peter 2:24

Prophecy - 53:6  “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 

Fulfilment - Romans 3:23, 2 Corinthians 5:21.

Prophecy - 53:7  “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.” – 

Fulfilment - Matthew 27:12-14, 1 Peter 2:23.

Prophecy - 53:8  “He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.”

Fulfilment - Luke 23:4-33, John 18:3-30

Prophecy - 53:9  “And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.”

Fulfilment - Matthew 27:24, 57-60

Prophecy - 53:10  “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.” 

Fulfilment - John 3:16, Romans 8:32

Prophecy - 53:11  “He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.:

Fulfilment - John 19:34, Romans 4:25

Prophecy - 53:12  “Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”

Fulfilment - Mark 15:27, Luke 23:34, John 19:28-31

CHRIST – RETURN OF OUR LORD

This is the hope of the church from the day it was announced at his ascension - Acts 1:10,11, and recalled at every communion service, where the believers took the cup with the words, "until he comes" - 1 Corinthians 11:26.  This was the focus and confidence (hope) of the early church, the Lord is risen and he is coming again.    

The great truth of the Lord's coming and all it will mean for mankind and the earth brings Paul to the point of praise filled worship towards the Lord, and he "sings" a doxology to the glory of God – 1Timothy 6:13-16.

The Lord is referred to as the:

1. “Blessed and only potentate”. The Lord is perfectly happy/blessed as he is in control of the universe and his plan is working out. He is the real ruler of the world and this will one day be seen by all.

2. “King of kings”, emphasises that he is ruler over all men who have ever ruled the earth as kings.

3. “Lord of lords”, indicates his victory over the angels, so that he is recognised by all as supreme ruler.   Every knee will bow to him. Isaiah 45:23,  Romans 14:11,  Philippians 2:10.

4. “Who only has immortality”. He alone has by nature and deed true immortality, in that as God he has always been in existence and as man he has defeated sin and death through the cross and resurrection, and it is in his power and because of his position that we have everlasting life (we had a beginning but we will like him, have no end).

5. “Dwelling in the light”. Light was the clothing of Adam and Eve before the fall and is the clothing of the resurrected Lord. He lives in the purity and radiance of unapproachable light. This made the elders of John's vision in Revelation sink to their knees and sing praises. Revelation 4:3-11. 

We do not have the right "vision" of the Lord today in many churches; we see him only as he was on earth, not as he is in heaven now. The phrase of Paul directs Timothy to look up and get a clear view of the Lord as he is in glory and so worship and serve him more appropriately.

6. “Who no man has seen or can see”. This is a confusing passage for the Lord has been seen in his resurrection body and visions of his glory have been given to John and Paul at least. 

What does Paul mean? He means that we see only the Lord in resurrection body since the cross, but not in his full glory as God, for that would completely and literally "blow us away". 

Even John who was granted such a great series of visions that he recorded for us in Revelation, says, "no man has seen God at any time",  1 John 4:12, John 6:46. Maybe we will see him fully as he is, in heaven when we have our resurrection bodies. 1 Corinthians 13:12.

7. “To him belong all honour and power everlasting”. The only one fully deserving honour or reverence is the Lord and he is the only one with true power that lasts forever.

Paul ends this doxology with the "amen", or "so be it". It is the way of saying, "I believe it, it is so", and we must all say amen to the above points, or we will continue worshiping an inadequate view of the Lord.

Do we serve the Lord with an accurate picture in our minds of how he is today? It is easy to be slack when we think of him only as the one who walked the lanes of Israel, but consider the visions of John and bow down before him as he sits or stands in radiant light the all powerful King of kings and Lord of lords, the true ruler of the universe in his full power.

The Lord's coming for the church, terminates the church age and opens the door to the Great Tribulation and then for his final victory over sin and death and the establishment of his kingdom. 

CHRIST – THE SHEPHERD

1. In the Bible, sheep represent believers. Matthew 25:33,34 - they are contrasted with goats (unbelievers)

2. Sheep are helpless, they need to be led, fed and protected. They cannot defend themselves. 

3. In the Old Testament Israel was called the sheep of his fold Psalm 74:1, 79:13, 95:7, 100:3 Jeremiah 23:1

4. The Lord Jesus Christ, the true shepherd came to the fold of Israel and while some responded most rejected him and the Lord called out a flock to establish a new group ‑ John 10:10-16

5. He is the only door to fellowship Acts 4:12 John 3:36, John 10:28,29

6.Judaism is the fold out of which the Lord led his sheep to form a new flock on the hills in freedom , the contrast between the fold and the flock. The fold no longer exits it was Jewish and legal and is gone, there is neither Jew or Gentile but we are all in Christ Jesus. This is the theme of the book of Galatians, Romans and Hebrews, the just will live by faith. Our church should be a place where we learn to walk with the Lord under the control of the Holy Spirit.

7. In the fold the sheep are within four walls under the protection of the man in charge of the fold whereas the flock is moving, feeding and are under the control of the shepherd. This is where the walk in the spirit occurs. Christianity is a relationship and is active.  Galatians 1:6‑9 ‑ here Paul says we must walk in the spirit not a lot of rules such as in Judaism. We are to fight the enemy  on the hills and be in the world but not of it.

8. There is only one flock and all sheep should know it. Believers show their character as sheep by how they respond to the shepherd.

9. The Lord Jesus Christ is seen as the shepherd in five different ways in (1 Peter 2:21-25).

a) The suffering shepherd. (v 21)

b) The sinless shepherd. (v 22)

c) The submissive shepherd. (v 23)

d) The substitutionary shepherd. (v 24)

e) The seeking shepherd. (v 25)

10. The Shepherd as Christ appears in three successive Psalms.

a) Psalm 22 - the good shepherd gives his life for the sheep (John 10:11). He is the Door (John 10:9).

b) Psalm 23 - the Lord is my shepherd - the great shepherd of the sheep. (Heb 13:20).

c) Psalm 24 - the chief shepherd appears as the Man of Glory. (1 Pet 5:4).

d) These show the shepherd dying for His sheep, the resurrected shepherd tending and caring for His sheep and the future shepherd ruling over His sheep.

GOD:  NAMES AND TITLES OF GOD

1. Father, Son and Holy Spirit  Matthew 28:19,20.  These titles emphasise the function of each member of the Trinity.

a) Father - the sovereign authority, who decreed the plan of salvation

b) Son - the obedient Son, who offered Himself as a sacrifice for sin according to the Father's will

c) Holy Spirit - the one who reveals the Son to mankind, thereby bringing honour and glory to Him

2. At the Lord's Baptism ‑ Matthew 3 where the Spirit descends, the Father speaking from heaven and the Son being baptised.

3. We have the Father sending the Son in John 3:16, in John 14‑17 we have the Son sending the Spirit.

4. We have the three fold titles of God Romans 5, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 1, Romans 15

5.  The Holy Spirit is called God in Acts 5, 1 Corinthians 3 and called the Lord in 2 Corinthians 3:17.

6. The works of the Lord are ascribed to the Father John 17, the Holy Spirit responsible for the procreation of the Son  Luke 1:35, 2:11; the Son doing the will of the Father John 8, 10, the Holy Spirit sustaining the Son. Matthew 18:28, John 3:34

7. The Trinity are involved in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ in the first advent. The death of the Lord Jesus Christ is the co operative work of the Trinity, the Father gives the son Romans 8:32, the Lord lays down his life John 10:18, the Holy Spirit empowers Him to offer Himself on the Cross Hebrews 9. On the Cross He addresses the other two members of the Trinity when He cried out "My God, My God why has thou forgotten me?"

8. All three were involved in the resurrection

[a] the Father ‑ Colossians 2:12

[b] the Son as the person who was raised ‑ John 2:19, 10:18, 1 Peter 3:18

[c] The Holy Spirit was involved in His resurrection ‑ Romans 8:11 The Father, Son and the Holy Spirit will be involved in our resurrection.  

9. The indwelling of the believer ‑ John 14:23, we are the temple of the Holy Spirit ‑ 1 Corinthians 6:19, we have the power in us ‑ Ephesians 4:6, the Lord in us ‑ Colossians 1:27

GOD - NAMES OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

God reveals Himself and His character by His names.

1. EL - The strong one (singular) - 2 Samuel 22:33

2. EL ELYON - The most high God - Genesis 14:18-22

3. EL OLAM - The everlasting God - Genesis 21:33

4. EL SHADDAI -The almighty one - Genesis 17:1

5. ELOHIM - The all powerful one. (plural) - Genesis 1:1

6. JEHOVAH - The self-existent one - I AM  Exodus 3:14

7. JEHOVAH-ELOHIM - Lord God, Creator - Genesis 2:4

8. JEHOVAH-JIREH - Jehovah will provide - Genesis 22:13, 14

9. JEHOVAH -NISSI - Jehovah is my banner - Exodus 17:15

10. JEHOVAH-RAAH - Jehovah is my Shepherd - Psalm 23:1

11. JEHOVAH-RAPHA - Jehovah that Heals - Exodus 15:25, 26

12. JEHOVAH-SABOATH - Lord of hosts - Psalm 46:7, 11

13. JEHOVAH-SHALOM - Jehovah is peace - Judges 6:24

14. JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH - Jehovah is there - Ezekiel 48:35

15. JEHOVAH TSID KENU- Jehovah our righteousness - Jeremiah 33:16

BITTERNESS

1. Bitterness can get hold of the soul of man if we do not deal with temptation, pressure or sin in a godly way. Bitterness is self centeredness, and a deep resentment at what has happened to us, as if we are being unfairly treated. It is an expression of lack of faith in the plan of God for our life, or a reflection of the discipline we have received in our life because of our walking away from the plan. Refer, SIN, DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS, REPENTANCE.

2. If we confront our inner oppression of spirit, and take it before the Lord our bitterness and deep self centred hurt can be healed. Isaiah 38:14-20.

3. Bitterness is the active state of all who reject the plan of God, the Word of God and the Will of God. Isaiah 33:2-16, Romans 3:10-19.

4. If we get caught in bitterness of spirit, we have previously been caught in sin and disobedience and repentance is needed quickly or the bitterness will deepen. Ephesians 4:30-32, Hebrews 12:9-15. Refer DEPRESSION.

5. If bitterness is not dealt with as a sin it will destroy the marriage relationship. Colossians 3:19.

6. Bitterness distracts us from getting right with God and dealing with the true source of our suffering, and the will of the Lord within it. Job 7:7-21, 42:1-6. Refer SUFFERING.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

1. Forgiveness is by the death of Christ (Matthew 26:28, Revelation 1 :5)

2. Divine forgiveness is to all who believe in Christ (Acts 10:43, Acts 16:31)

3. The penalty of sin was paid by Christ on the cross. (Hebrews 9:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

4. When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.  God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins. (1 John 1: 9).

5. Jesus Christ is our propitiation. (I John 2:1,2 )

6. In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).  This can only be accomplished by the filling of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23)

7. Steps towards restoration of fellowship

[a] Examine yourself for genuineness of motivation. [2 Corinthians 14:5]

[b] Act on what you see [Romans 4:7-8]

[c] Deal with any sin by confession. [1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18]

[d] Forget the sin which you have confessed. Do not proceed into a pattern of guilt.[Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12]

[e] Resume your active spiritual walk. Avoid areas where you might be tempted by the sin which so easily besets us. [Hebrews 12:12-13] 

[f] Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God. [James 5:16]

[g] Get moving and grow up. [2 Peter 2:17-18]

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SEPARATION

1. Believers are instructed to be separated from habitually carnal believers. (1 Corinthians 5:10, 11

2. Separation is ordered from apostate religious organisations. (2 Corinthians 6:17)

3. Separation is commanded from unbelievers where scripture is compromised by the relationship or marriage, business partners. (2 Corinthians 6:14 ff)

4. Separation is commanded from the human viewpoint. (Romans 12:2, Romans 16:17, 18)

5. Separation is commanded from pseudo spirituality. (Romans 16:17, 18)

6. Separation is commanded from those who seek pleasure in fast living - pursuit of parties, immoral situations. (1 Peter 4:4)

7. Separation is commanded from other believers who reject Bible doctrine. (2 Thessalonians 3:14, 15)

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

1. Whilst God is three persons all three persons have exactly the same essence or character:

a) SOVEREIGNTY

The Father (Ephesians 1:11 , cf Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 6:10, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

The Son (John 5:21, Revelation 19:16)

The Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11 , cf Hebrews 2:4)

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS

The Father (John 17:25)

The Son (Luke 1:35, Hebrews 7:26, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

The Spirit The Holy Spirit

c) JUSTICE

The Father (Job 37:23, cf 8:3)

The Son (Acts 3:14, John 5:22, Revelation 19:11

The Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20)

d) LOVE

The Father (John 3:16)

The Son (Ephesians 5:25, 1 John 3:16)

The Spirit (John 16:7-11, 1 Corinthians 2:10)

e) ETERNAL LIFE

The Father (John 5:26)

The Son (Micah 5:2, cf John 1:1-2, 1 John 5:11

The Spirit (Isaiah 48:16)

f) ALL-KNOWING

The Father (Hebrews 4:13, cf Matthew 11:27, 1 Peter 1:2)

The Son (John 18:4, cf Matthew 9:4, John 2:25, 1 Corinthians 4:5)

The Spirit (Isaiah 11:2, cf 1 Corinthians 2:11

g) EVERYWHERE

The Father (2 Chronicles 2:6)

The Son (Matthew 28:20, cf Ephesians 1:23)

The Spirit (Psalm 139:7)

h) ALL-POWERFUL

The Father (Mark 14:36, cf 1 Peter 1:5)

The Son (Hebrews 1:3, cf Matthew 24:30, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 3:21) 

The Spirit (Romans 15:19)

i) UNCHANGEABLE

The Father (Hebrews 6:17, Psalm 33:11)

The Son (Hebrews 13:8)

The Spirit (John 14:16)

j) TRUTH

The Father (John 7:28, John 17:3)

The Son (1 John 5:20, cf John 1:14, 14:6, Revelation 19:11)

The Spirit (1 John 5:6, cf John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13)

ISRAEL - NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE

1. Leviticus 26 states the five cycles of discipline

If the people in the nation do not want to do things in God’s way God will hit them in five cycles of increasing discipline until He completely destroys the nation.

2. First cycle - v 14-17 - sickness, depression, economic problems, people losing their strength of character, lack of power in the nation.

3. Second cycle -v 18-20 - this is an intensified form of the first cycle with recession turning into depression, they become even less enthusiastic. 

4. Third cycle - v 21-22 - the situation further intensifies, psychological problems in the nation multiply, people behave like animals, the wild animals are prowling on the streets both physically and symbolically.  It was not safe to go out.  Here you have a breakdown in a nation with psychiatric problems and criminal problems.

5. Fourth cycle - v 23 - 26 - this is the invasion of your land with defeat with all the things that go with it, with food rationing, with privation.

6. Fifth cycle  - v 27-39 - this shows nation collapse and the removal of the nation from the land.

7. The parallel passage in Deuteronomy 28 indicates that God deals with the nation that rejects his Word in a systematic way.

ANGELS:  SATAN AND SATANIC ATTACK

1.- Pre Adamic

	Original Creation
	Genesis I:1
	Perfection and unity.

	Creation of Satan
	Ezekiel 28:13-15
	Created the most beautiful creature, a genius.

	Fall of Satan
	Isaiah 14:12-15
	"I will" 5 times. Satan sets himself up as God.

	1/3 of Angels follow Satan
	Revelation 12:4
	

	God's Judgment
	Matthew 25:41
	Lake of fire created for Satan and his angels.

	Satan appeals
	
	Man created with a free will to show the fairness of God's judgment.


Man having been created, Satan wages war firstly to get man to sin, secondly having had a Saviour promised to attack the line of Christ, thirdly an attack on the Saviour until He completed His work, fourthly to attack the Word of God and the individual believer.

2. - Stage 1 - Innocence-Sinfulness

	
	Scripture
	Remarks

	Man created
	Genesis 1:26, 27
	God provides everything. One tree a test of free will.

	Woman falls
	Genesis 3:1-6
	Through ignorance of God's Word

	Man falls
	1 Timothy 2:13, 14
	Man chooses deliberately to go against God's provision.

	Salvation promised
	Genesis 3:15
	


3. - Stage 2 - Attack on the Line of the Saviour
Object:- If Satan can prevent the Saviour being physically born he has proved that God does not keep His promise in Genesis 3:15 and is therefore not perfect.

	Attack 1. Cain kills Abel (Attack on the seed of the woman)
	Genesis 4:8, 9
	An unbeliever kills a believer but Seth, another believer is provided for the line of Christ.

	Attack 2. Infiltration of Fallen Angels. (Attack on the humanity)
	Genesis 6:1-8
	Infiltration until only Noah's family left as the humanity. Flood removes angel/men demons incarcerated in Tartarus (Hades)

	Attack 3. Tower of Babel (Attack on nationalism)
	Genesis 11:1 -7
	An attempt by Satan to bring in the Millennium without God. The original U.N. God forms nations and confuses their tongues.- Tower of Babel.



	Abraham promised the Saviour will be descended from him.
	Genesis 12:1-3
	Attack on the line of Abraham.

	Attack 4. Pharaoh of Egypt.
	Exodus 1:22
	Using Pharaoh by ordering the slaughter of the male Jews Satan attempts to eliminate the Jews.

	David promised a King descended from him will reign forever
	2 Sam 7:12-16
	Satan now attacks the descendants of David

	Attack 5. Against the Kings of Judah
	2 Kings 22:1, 2
	Josiah, boy King of Judah divinely protected comes to throne at age of 8 after coup d'etat eliminates every other member of the royal line.

	Attack 6. Against the Jews
	Esther 3:6
	Satan attempts to destroy the Jews using Haman. Haman eventually executed.

	Attack 7. Against Jerusalem.
	Isaiah 37:36
	185,000 Assyrian troops under Sennacherib killed by God outside Jerusalem.


4.
Stage 3. Attack on the Person of Christ

	Attack 1. Possible stoning of Mary
	Matt 1:18-20
	The nobility of Joseph defended the as yet unborn Jesus.

	Attack 2. Herod the Great.
	Matt 2:16-18
	Satan using Herod attempts to eliminate the Christ child by murdering all the young males in Bethlehem. Joseph takes Jesus to Egypt.

	Attack 3. Temptation in Wilderness
	Matt 4:9
	A sinner cannot redeem other sinners. Satan offers the crown (Millennium) before the cross. Jesus follows God's plan.

	Attack 4. Temptation not to go to the Cross.
	Matt 16:21-23
	Jesus follows God's plan although the cross was obnoxious to him.

	Attack 5. Attempt to stone Jesus.
	John 8:59
	It was prophesied that the Saviour would die on wood. Stoning would have cut across this prophecy.

	Attack 6. Attempt to tempt Jesus down from the cross.
	Matt 27:40
	If Jesus had come down from the cross there would have been no salvation.

	Attack 7. The drugged wine.
	Matt 27:34
	Gall was a drug which if Jesus had accepted it would have impaired his free will and there would have been no salvation.


5. Stage 4. -  Attacks since the Cross.

	Attack 1. Against Scripture.
	Attempting to get false books accepted in the canon of Scripture. Liberalism and Moderism, Humanism and Evolution.

	Attack 2. Revival of Roman Empire
	Under Charlemagne in 800 and Charles V in 1500. Roman Catholic Church.

	Attack 3. Massacre of Jews.
	Hitler's final solution attempts to eliminate Jews. No Jews no Kingdom for Jesus to reign over. Inquisition, Crusades, Russian pogroms.

	Attack 4. One World Government.
	Revival of the Tower of Babel concept under the League of Nations and U.N.

	Attack 5. Socialism.
	Satan's millennium.

	Attack 6. Persecution.
	Nero, Reformation, Inquisition


6.
Strategy of Satan at the Present Satan's strategy is divided into 3 sections.

(a)
Towards unbelievers. - 


To blind them regarding the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3, 4, 2 Thessalonians 2:9, 10)

(b)
Towards believers.


He accuses believers. (Revelation 12-9, 10, Job 1:6-11)


He persuades the believers to ignore the will of God through disobedience (Genesis 2:17), through worry (1 Peter 5, 7-9), ignoring doctrine (1 Chronicles 21:1)


He seeks to entice the believer from the will of God. (James 4:7, 8)


He seeks to destroy the believer's focus by getting eyes on self (1 Corinthians 1:10, 11 on people (1 Corinthians 1:12) by getting eyes on things (Hebrews 13:5, 6)


To get the believer frightened of death. (Hebrews 2:14, 15)

(c)
Towards the world in general.


Satan tries to deceive the nations. (Revelation 20:7-10)

Principle:- The more you know about the Word of God the more you will be able to be effective as a Christian. c/f. Jesus in Matthew 4.

ANGELS:  SATANIC ATTACK ON BELIEVERS

1.  As believers we battle two enemies; the Old Sin Nature from within (Romans 7:18, 8:8, Galatians 5:16-19) and Satan without. (John 8:44, 1 John 3:8)

2. We must know what Satan is up to and learn his strategies so that we might be ready and alert. (2 Corinthians 2:11)

3. Satan's most potent attack is to install false pastor teachers within the church who teach just enough false doctrine to sidetrack foolish believers. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

4. Satan attacks believers assurance of salvation.

5. He also accuses believers of sin both to God and to the believer in the form of guilt. (Revelation 12:9-10)

6. Satan wants us to trust our feelings; God wants us to trust His Word. (Romans 8:1)

7. Satan lures believers away from the Word (Genesis 3:4) whilst God wants believers stabilised upon His Word. (Isaiah 26:3)

8. Satan hinders believers from doing the geographical and operational will of God.

9. Satan will do all he can to hinder the believer's growth: (2 Peter 5:18)

a) by getting the believer's eyes off Christ and onto self, others or circumstances

b) by encouraging lust for material things over spiritual growth

c) by encouraging mental attitude sins.

10. Satan is the author of sin and the founder of fear. We are not called to fear but to faith. (2 Timothy 1:7)

NOTES
CHAPTER 24

JEREMIAH 24:1-10

1  The LORD shewed me, and, behold, two baskets of figs were set before the temple of the LORD, after that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the princes of Judah, with the carpenters and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought them to Babylon. 2  One basket had very good figs, even like the figs that are first ripe: and the other basket had very naughty figs, which could not be eaten, they were so bad. 3  Then said the LORD unto me, What seest thou, Jeremiah? And I said, Figs; the good figs, very good; and the evil, very evil, that cannot be eaten, they are so evil. 4  Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 5  Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Like these good figs, so will I acknowledge them that are carried away captive of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place into the land of the Chaldeans for their good. 6  For I will set mine eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them again to this land: and I will build them, and not pull them down; and I will plant them, and not pluck them up. 7  And I will give them an heart to know me, that I am the LORD: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God: for they shall return unto me with their whole heart. 8  And as the evil figs, which cannot be eaten, they are so evil; surely thus saith the LORD, So will I give Zedekiah the king of Judah, and his princes, and the residue of Jerusalem, that remain in this land, and them that dwell in the land of Egypt: 9  And I will deliver them to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth for their hurt, to be a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places whither I shall drive them. 10  And I will send the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, among them, till they be consumed from off the land that I gave unto them and to their fathers.”

REFLECTION
We are left in no doubt about when this vision occurred. Verse one tells us exactly when the vision occurs and that the captivity of Jehoiachin has occurred, exactly as prophesied by Jeremiah.

1  The LORD shewed me, and, behold, two baskets of figs were set before the temple of the LORD, after that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the princes of Judah, with the carpenters and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought them to Babylon.

They had all heard the words of Jeremiah and had all ignored them, and under Jehoiakim, has rejoiced in the opportunity to rebel against Babylonian power, even though they had been beaten by Necho at Megiddo and lost their best men there. They were beaten by Necho and Nebuchadnezzar had totally defeated all Egyptian power and every other power in the Middle East! 

These fools deluded themselves into thinking they could win by pseudo-spirituality; their false prophets and priests had said that God would protect his Temple and his city, and that as in the days of Hezekiah just so there would be deliverance in their day for their city. The evidence against this was clear, after the death of Josiah and the capture of Jerusalem by the Pharaoh, then the quick capture of the city for a second time by the Babylonians! 

It should not have required any intelligence at all to realize that they were under God’s judgment, no longer under his protection, but they persisted in their self delusion, until the day that Jehoiachin went out of the city and surrendered to the King of Babylon. 2 Kings 24:1-16, 2 Chronicles 36:1-10. Notice from the passages that Nebuchadnezzar took all the people needed for the war industries of the nation; the carpenters, and metal smiths, and the military and political leadership. He left only the thick and useless behind, and these survivors ought to have listened to the prophet of God, but their stupidity proved fatal, just as Zedekiah’s arrogance and stupidity proved fatal.

2  One basket had very good figs, even like the figs that are first ripe: and the other basket had very naughty figs, which could not be eaten, they were so bad. 3  Then said the LORD unto me, What seest thou, Jeremiah? And I said, Figs; the good figs, very good; and the evil, very evil, that cannot be eaten, they are so evil.

The vision is a common sight in the ancient world; it involves two baskets of figs, but one is full of good eating figs, and the other basket is filled with rotten figs, fit for nothing other than the compost heap. The Lord asks Jeremiah to repeat back to him what he has seen so that the vision is very clear, and the evil nature of the rotten figs is emphasized to the prophet. The vision will illustrate the sorting nature of the Lord in his actions and judgments. Matthew 25:31-36. Refer to th4 doctrinal study DREAMS

4  Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 5  Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Like these good figs, so will I acknowledge them that are carried away captive of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place into the land of the Chaldeans for their good. 6  For I will set mine eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them again to this land: and I will build them, and not pull them down; and I will plant them, and not pluck them up.
This is the first indication that the captives at this time are being protected not solely punished. There is punishment for them, for they lose all the worldly goods they owned but their lives are protected and they will learn to serve the Lord truly in that land and there they will prepare their children to return after the exile is over. They will never serve idols again, nor will they worship things, power, or money, for all these things are swept away. Zechariah 13:8-9, John 10:27-30, 1 Corinthians 8:2-3. Galatians 4:9, 2 Timothy 2:19. These people realized early that they were delivered, not destroyed or cast off through the exile. Psalms 94:12-14, 119:1ff. 

The principle of these verses is summed up by Paul in Romans 8:28, where he recognizes that the Lord delights in turning cursing into blessing, and brings joy from sadness. Hebrews 12:5-13, Revelation 3:19. We also need to reflect upon these verses and examine ourselves, in order that we might deal with any sin that places us under judgment. 1 John 1:5-10. Refer to the doctrinal study JOSEPH AND ROMANS 8:28

7  And I will give them an heart to know me, that I am the LORD: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God: for they shall return unto me with their whole heart.

There was certainty of judgment in the Mosaic Law, and sadly that was fulfilled, for the people left the Lord with no option but to judge them, but there was also the provision for great blessing and for the restoration of all things when the people turned back to their Lord and worshipped him alone again. This will be the place they come to through their exile in Babylon. Deuteronomy 30:6, Ezekiel 11:19-20, 36:24-31, 37:23-28, Zechariah 8:8, 13:8-9. It is not partial obedience that the Lord seeks from us, but total obedience to his word and his will for us. He wants all of us! Refer to doctrinal study CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE

8  And as the evil figs, which cannot be eaten, they are so evil; surely thus saith the LORD, So will I give Zedekiah the king of Judah, and his princes, and the residue of Jerusalem, that remain in this land, and them that dwell in the land of Egypt:

The “new nobility” of Zedekiah’s court were low level aristocracy, by birth, behaviour, and morality. Those left behind were the dregs of society, and Nebuchadnezzar clearly hoped that by giving them status he would win their loyalty as robber barons under a powerful king, but they were beyond logic! Most “thick” and stupid thugs are brainless in their logic and cannot even be “loyal” to the bigger thug who puts them in power! Some had already fled to Egypt, or had been taken there under Necho, and they also were to be dealt with by the Lord, for even though they had left the land they had not left the jurisdiction of God. Ezekiel 12:8-16, 17:11-21.

9  And I will deliver them to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth for their hurt, to be a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places whither I shall drive them. 10  And I will send the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, among them, till they be consumed from off the land that I gave unto them and to their fathers.

Just as Moses had said nearly eight hundred years before, they would be removed from the land that God had given them. Deuteronomy 28:25, 37, 64-68. They will become an astonishment to their enemies who will be amazed at the stupidity of these people in their rejection of their God and the total destruction that their God brought upon them. Psalms 44:12-16, Isaiah 65:15, Lamentations 2:15-17, Ezekiel 36:2-3, They have become so base and evil that they become a curse rather than a blessing to those around them. Psalms 109:18-19, Jeremiah 29:18-23. 

Those who have persisted in rebellion, even after the two earlier deportations will be eliminated from the earth that the Lord gave them, by famine, disease and sword, until none are left. The deaths of these people will be systematic, giving the last to die the longest chance to repent. Some it would appear are saved, but too late to save their own lives. Like the thief on the Cross next to the Lord’s they are saved but must die for their sins, as they have left their repentance too late to save their bodies, but their final obedience does at least save their eternal souls!  Isaiah 51:19, Ezekiel 5:12-13, 6:11-14, 14:12-21, 33:27-30.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD’S MORAL POLICY DOES NOT CHANGE OVER TIME. The standards of the Lord are eternal regarding morality and those who ignore them pay the ultimate price for their ignorance.

2. BAD FIGS ARE GOOD FOR NOTHING. Today we speak of “bad eggs” but the meaning is the same. Once eggs, fruit, or people have become rotten there is nothing for them but to be thrown away and buried deep so that their stink does not offend all passers by. It is a reminder that we can all go too far into evil and so render ourselves useless except for burial. 

3. IN THE MIDST OF JUDGMENT THERE IS DELIVERANCE FOR THE OBEDIENT. Those who went into Babylonian captivity were actually delivered from evil rather than delivered unto evil. They did not see it at the time but the Lord was saving them from evil and giving them the chance to transform the next generation.

TOPICS

DREAMS

1. Dreams have been used by the Lord in the history of his revelation to man to communicate specific warnings and prophetic truth. Of the seventy references to them, all but eight occur in the Old Testament period, and the others before the establishment of the church. 

They do not appear to be a common phenomenon for guidance or direction within the church age. This is likely due to the role of the Holy Spirit which is expanded from the Old Testament times, and is directive in this age. Refer Holy Spirit Ministries.

2. Dreams occurred many times in the history of Israel as a direct means for specific guidance. Genesis 20:3-6, 31:11, 24, 37:5-10, Daniel 7:1ff. They were used to direct Mary and Joseph, and the Wise men, quite specifically regarding the birth of Jesus. Matthew 1:20, 2:12-22.

3. Dreams, or visions of significance were either self explanatory or the person had to go to a person skilled in dream interpretation. Genesis 20:3, 28:12, Numbers 12:6, Deuteronomy 13:1.

4. Visions, like dreams were unusual events, and appear to be restricted to key personnel who were tasked with communicating God’s Word to others. 1 Samuel 3:1-15, Isaiah 1:1ff, Ezekiel 7:13, Daniel 2:19.

5. In Acts there are specific visions given to the apostles for very specific purposes. Acts 9:10-16, 10:27-29, 16:6-9, 18:1-11, 2 Corinthians 12:1-7.

6. Dreams and visions may still occur, but they will occur in very unusual situations, for very specific reasons (as we see in Acts). They will occur in situations where, for some reason, the Holy Spirit chooses this means rather than directly speaking to the soul of the indwelt believer. While we must allow for the Lord to speak any way he chooses, this will be an unusual means nowadays because it is unnecessary due to the indwelling and filling ministries of the Holy Spirit for all believers; a situation not occurring in the Old Testament period.

JOSEPH AND ROMANS 8:28 
1. "And we know that all things work together for good for those who love God for those who are the called according to His purpose. " (Romans 8:28)

2 It was bad, that Joseph was favoured by his father - but it worked together for good as it gave him leadership training. (v. 3,4)

3 It was good, that Joseph had the Word of God shown to him and it worked together for good as it gave him confidence when it was fulfilled. (v 5-11)

4 It was bad that his brothers hated him but it worked together for good for if he had not been sold he would not have been in a position to help his brothers in the future. (v 20)

5 It was good that the camel train was on time and it worked together for good. If it had been late or early, Joseph would have perished in the pit. (v 25-27)

6 It was bad that he was sold for 20 pieces of silver but it worked together for good. (v 28)

7 It was both bad and good that he was sold into Potiphar's household but it worked together for good. It was bad that he was a slave but it was good that it was Potiphar as it gave him training in management. (v 36)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE

1. Obedience is better than offerings (1 Samuel 15:22; Proverbs 21:3; 28:9).  If we are not in God's will, any "worship" we offer is unacceptable.

2. Obedience is something you have to learn.  The basic training in obedience has to start in childhood.  As it says in (Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16) "Honour your father and your mother. " (Proverbs 4:3,4; 22:6; 29:15-17; Hebrews 5:8)

3. Teaching your child obedience is an act of love (Proverbs 3:12; 19:18; 23:13-14).

4. We have to obey those who are in authority over us (Exodus 20:12; 22:28; Leviticus 19:3; Deuteronomy 5:16; Romans 13:1-5; Ephesians 6:1-5; Colossians 3:18-22; Titus 3:1).

5. Those in authority have been put in that position by God (Romans 13:1).

6. Obedience to those in authority is obedience to God (Proverbs 24:21; Ephesians 6:7; Colossians 3:23-24; Romans 13:5).

7. Disobedience to those in authority is disobedience to God (Romans 1:30; 13:2).

8. But when we are ordered to do something that is against God's Will we have to disobey (Acts 4:19; 5:40-42).

9. The fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16) is the only commandment with a promise (Proverbs 10:17; Ephesians 6:1-3).  Social life in a society is only possible when the people in it have learned to obey.

10. If this commandment is ignored, if the authority of the family is denied or not exercised, society will quickly slide into anarchy (Isaiah 3:12; Proverbs 29:21; 30:21-23; Romans 1:30).

CHAPTER 25

JEREMIAH 25:1-14

1  The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that was the first year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon; 2  The which Jeremiah the prophet spake unto all the people of Judah, and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, 3  From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, even unto this day, that is the three and twentieth year, the word of the LORD hath come unto me, and I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye have not hearkened. 4  And the LORD hath sent unto you all his servants the prophets, rising early and sending them; but ye have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to hear. 5  They said, Turn ye again now every one from his evil way, and from the evil of your doings, and dwell in the land that the LORD hath given unto you and to your fathers for ever and ever: 6  And go not after other gods to serve them, and to worship them, and provoke me not to anger with the works of your hands; and I will do you no hurt. 7  Yet ye have not hearkened unto me, saith the LORD; that ye might provoke me to anger with the works of your hands to your own hurt. 8  Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Because ye have not heard my words, 9  Behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, saith the LORD, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations. 10  Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle. 11  And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 12  And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the LORD, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations. 13  And I will bring upon that land all my words which I have pronounced against it, even all that is written in this book, which Jeremiah hath prophesied against all the nations. 14  For many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of them also: and I will recompense them according to their deeds, and according to the works of their own hands.”

REFLECTION
25:1  The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that was the first year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon;

The year is clearly dated here for us. Nebuchadnezzar (or Nebuchadrezzar) became regent for his father Nabopolassar in 605/606 BC. It was this year that he took charge of the Babylonian Army again (he had led the army that defeated the Assyrians in 612 - 610 BC) and attacked the Egyptians. They had challenged his power in the North of what is modern Syria at Carchemish, and he soundly defeated them there, chasing the remnants of the Egyptian army south through Judah back into Egypt, from where they did not venture north again. 

It was during the pursuit of the Egyptians that the Babylonians besieged and captured Jerusalem. It was later in this year that while campaigning in what is now Turkey that Nebuchadnezzar became a full king with his father’s death, and it was also the fourth year (inclusively speaking) since Jehoiakim had been made king by Pharaoh Necho who had marched north in 609 and killed Josiah at Megiddo. The siege of Jerusalem started in Jehoiakim’s third year, Daniel 1:1, and the result was all the gold and silver that Necho had not taken was taken by Nebuchadnezzar and he took the best of the young men of the royal house to train them as Chaldeans. Daniel tells the story of himself and his friends from this group. Daniel 1: 2-7. 

2  The which Jeremiah the prophet spake unto all the people of Judah, and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, 3  From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, even unto this day, that is the three and twentieth year, the word of the LORD hath come unto me, and I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye have not hearkened.

The year 606 BC is very significant for the Jewish people, for it starts officially the seventy years of the captivity, which end in 536 BC when the edict to return by Cyrus is published. The Temple and city will be destroyed in 586 BC, a full twenty years after this date and message, and the first group of exiles, including Daniel and his friends, will have been twenty years in captivity when the news of the destruction of the city breaks upon them like a grief filled storm. The second group of exile, the largest group, was taken with Jehoiachin after the second capture of the city in 598/597 BC. At this time of Nebuchadnezzar’s capture of the city for the first time Jeremiah has been preaching for twenty three years (he was called to ministry in 629 BC). 

Jeremiah is half way through his ministry at this point, and has been tirelessly working to tell these foolish people the truth against the odds, and they have consistently resisted and rejected all he has said. They have not seen the lessons of history and so they will be judged, but look at the long time frame the Lord gave them. They had 23 years of preaching before the Babylonian Army took the city for the first time, then seven or eight years before the city was taken for the second time, and Jeremiah had consistently warned them through this time also, and then another eleven years before the final fall of the city and the deaths of the remaining people, except for a few thousand that joined the others in Babylon. 

Jeremiah was tasked to “rise early and speak”, but he could not guarantee the response to the message. This is exactly the case with us all as the Lord’s servants today. We are all tasked with a job to do and we are held accountable for that job, but we are not held responsible for the response of the people, for that is between the Holy Spirit and them. Psalm 81:13-16, Isaiah 55:1-7. 

4  And the LORD hath sent unto you all his servants the prophets, rising early and sending them; but ye have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to hear. 5  They said, Turn ye again now every one from his evil way, and from the evil of your doings, and dwell in the land that the LORD hath given unto you and to your fathers for ever and ever:

Many prophets ministered at this time. Urijah, son of Shemaiah, Huldah the prophetess, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Ezekiel later, and Daniel later all prophesied around this time. The people were spoiled for true men and women of God, and they kept on preaching the Word of the Lord to the people, but the people kept on ignoring or opposing the message. 2 Chronicles 36:14-16, Jeremiah 7:25-29, 11:6-8, 26:5-7, 29:19, 32:33, 35:13-15, 44:4-6, Zechariah 7:8-12, Acts 7:51-53.

The prophets rose early to speak; they were not lazy or slack in their work, but got up early in the day and were active in preaching and teaching who-ever would hear, and persisted in their messages even if people refused to hear and obey. They saw the seriousness of the message and the need to be accountable for giving it fully. Hebrews 12:25.  The promise to inherit the land was for as long as the world exists, but they have walked away from the Lord and so will not have the land all that time. The choice was theirs and they have persistently made the wrong choice. They are urged to “turn” from evil to the good. This is the concept of repentance. Isaiah 55:6-7, Ezekiel 18:30-32, 33:11, Jonah 3:8-10, Zechariah 1:2-5, James 4:7-12. Refer below to the doctrinal study on CHRISTIAN LIFE - REPENTANCE. 

6  And go not after other gods to serve them, and to worship them, and provoke me not to anger with the works of your hands; and I will do you no hurt. 7  Yet ye have not hearkened unto me, saith the LORD; that ye might provoke me to anger with the works of your hands to your own hurt.

The instructions given to the people through Moses were clear; they had the land for their occupancy, but they had to meet conditions that were laid down, and the basic one was no idols! Like Adam in the Garden, there was one basic rule that the people had, from which all things flowed. They were to obey the Lord their God and serve Him alone. If they did this all the evil and sin of paganism would have been kept well away from their daily lives. Exodus 20:1-7, 23, Deuteronomy 6:10-15, 8:17-20, 13:1-5, 28:14. Refer to the doctrinal study on IDOLATRY

It was so clear from the beginning. Now at this point I must stop to comment on the liberal hypothesis regarding the Torah; that it was not written by Moses, but by Ezra and others after the return on the basis of some brief pages that survived the exile. The Torah reads and is laid out like a book written at the time of Moses, and it is logical, given the history described in Joshua and Judges that they were written in the reign of either Saul or David. The books of Chronicles and Kings certainly have received their final form in the days of Ezra, being built upon the earlier texts referred to in them, and leading directly into Ezra’s account of his own day. Liberals since the 18th century have tried to reject all the books of the Old Testament as history, yet as you go through their pages you are clearly reading records from the time, even if re-written and edited by godly men, like Ezra, later. Those of us who have read other ancient texts see a great difference between these books and the Bible; the Bible has, as J B Philips put it, the “ring of truth” to it on every page.

The habits of the conquering Babylonian Armies was to loot everything of value from places destroyed, and to take selective things from captured cities that had been left under governors. A complete ceremonial and ornate and jewelled, Temple copy of the Jewish scriptures would have been taken into Babylon, with the Temple plates in 606, and possibly new copies in 597, and then later the entire Temple paraphernalia was carried into Babylon, just as the Romans carried off everything into Rome in 70 AD.   Books and scrolls were valued by the ancients and would have been taken into captivity with the Jews, so Daniel certainly would have access to all the pre-exile books.  It is clear in Ezekiel’s work that he also had access to the Torah at least.
Captured copies of other scriptures, and the paraphernalia of the worship of other gods was stored in the treasuries of the conquering nations to illustrate their dominance and remind their people that their gods ruled! Copies of the pre-exile scriptures therefore would be expected to survive and were clearly passed back over, with the Temple items for re-starting worship, to Ezra and Zerubbabel, when they led the exiles back. 2 Chronicles 36:7, 10, 18, Ezra 4:1-11. God’s preservation of his people runs parallel to his preservation of his system of worship for these people. Nothing gets “lost” in God’s economy for his people. Their great pre-exilic sin was idolatry. Rather than obey the Lord and serve the one who made their hands, they worshipped the objects they made with their own hands. Deuteronomy 32:21, 2 Kings 17:14-17, 21:15, Nehemiah 9:25-27, Proverbs 8:36. It was their choice and their “blood was upon their own heads”; they were responsible for their own judgment here.  

8  Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Because ye have not heard my words, 9  Behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, saith the LORD, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations.

The prophet refers directly to Nebuchadnezzar as his servant, as David and Cyrus also are referred to as such. 2 Samuel 7:8, Psalms 78:70, Isaiah 13:1-6, 44:21-28, 45:1. By this time he may have been saved, as Daniel records. Daniel 2:28-37. It may be that he was still unsaved at this point, but it is still made clear that he is doing the Lord’s will in all he does as the hand of discipline over the disobedient people and as the hand of preservation over those taken into captivity in the first two exile groups. 

The nation of Judah is not the only one disciplined at this time by the Lord. Tyre, Egypt, and other nations will be destroyed, or so defeated they will all roll over into the Persian Empire after Babylon falls to Cyrus. Ezekiel 26:7-14, 27:2-7, 29:18ff. The death of Nabopolassar will lead many foolish kings to think they can challenge the new Babylonian ruler, yet he was the great general who defeated the Assyrians and so there is no chance of him being defeated by mere men. It is God alone, like with the apostle Paul, who humbles Nebuchadnezzar and brings him to faith, but God’s assessment of this man is that he is a head of gold of all kings. The certification of God upon this man is that he was the greatest king of the Gentiles who has ever lived. Daniel 2:1-9, 27-45, 4:23-37. 

10  Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle. 11  And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.

Daniel is known for the so called “prophecy of the seventy weeks”, but he was also the one who first understood Jeremiah’s words here relating to the seventy years of captivity, in these verses, and wrote of them for the exiles to hear and understand the plan of God for them. Daniel 9:1-23. He responds to his understanding of the seventy years that Jeremiah prophesied by solemn prayer and confession of his sin and the nation’s sins. 

After several hours of prayer the Angel Gabriel, the Arch-Angel who God has assigned to be his specific messenger for great times of crisis and change in history, spoke to him. Gabriel then revealed that the seventy years of exile would be paralleled by a further period of seventy prophetic “weeks” that would be the history, revealed in advance, of the nation of the Jews, right through until Messiah came. Daniel 9:24-27. Refer to the doctrinal study on ANGELS.

The judgment upon Judah is expressed by using the sounds of normal happy daily life; the sound of humour, the sounds of joy, the sounds of a wedding feast, the soft pleasant words of lovers finally together, the steady grinding sounds from a millstone grinding grains, and finally the image of a candle shedding light into a house, and then being snuffed out. All these things are normal, natural and good. There is no sin in any of these images, for they express all the joys and details of happy family, community, and national life. In just the same way Jesus words in Matthew 24:36-39, indicate the suddenness of judgment, not the wrongness of the activities mentioned. 

What was the sin of Noah’s day? Was it not the same as Jeremiah’s day and the days of the Lord’s own ministry? Their sin was ignoring the truth and focusing only on the daily details of life rather than the eternal realities that needed to be embraced. Their great sin was not facing spiritual reality and being distracted by the details of this temporary earthly life. 2 Timothy 4:10.

Having made it clear that everything will be different because of the failure of the people to face reality the prophet repeats then the words of total judgment. The land will be desolated, and the people who walk through it afterwards will be amazed at the extent of the destruction and will marvel at the rebellion of the people that led to this. 

Jeremiah tells the people that from this first capture of Jerusalem and the first group of exiles leaving, there will be exactly seventy years until the decree of Cyrus to return. That is exactly what occurs. 2 Chronicles 36:6-7, 20-23, Isaiah 27:15-18 (notice that Tyre also has it’s 70 years – refer to the EBCWA study on ISAIAH to examine this prophetic word), Daniel 9:2, Zechariah 7:3-14. 

12  And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the LORD, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations.

The story does not end with the first chapter, yet many despair when there is adversity and don't keep plodding forward. We don't stop reading a book because there is tragedy in the first chapter.  All disaster comes and it passes, and it is where it leads rather than the nature of it that must be the focus of the believer caught up in great and terrible events. Romans 8:26-28 is the key passage at these times, and looking at events with the eyes of faith is the only hope against despair at times. 

Moses had decreed, through the prophetic words of the Lord, over seven hundred years before, exactly this judgment upon the nations that destroyed Israel and Judah.  Deuteronomy 32:35-42. Babylon will be destroyed and will not rise again as a great city. Today there are villages on the site and a museum and great ruins. Isaiah refers to this many times. Isaiah 13:19, 14:23, 15:6, 39:1ff, 48:20. Refer to the ISAIAH book study to go further here. 

Even today the land of the ancient Chaldeans (Iraq) is an amazement; this is the place that civilization started and yet they are still tribal, primitive, unhealthy, and fight amongst themselves. Some are university educated yet their behaviours towards each other are feudal and baffling, and so their economically rich nation remains poor and life primitive for most. Western nations and people stand amazed at these nations, where tribalism persists, and feudal attitudes and corruption continually destroy reform and economic advancement. Other than the nation of Israel the Middle East remains an economic and political enigma. 

This is the judgment upon them and it will persist until the days of the Great Tribulation when many from amongst the Arab peoples will embrace the reality of Jesus’ return and so they will be transformed personally and after his return nationally. Jesus urges the Israeli believers of the Great Tribulation to specifically flee into the Arab Nations to the East of Israel, an order that would be suicidal now, but will not be after the Anti-Christ’s stupid idolatry in the rebuilt temple. Jew and Arab will find unity in Jesus/Y’Shua/Isa! The bible is clear, there will be great blessing again in all the Middle East, and once again it will be the centre of civilization, but only after Jesus has his rightful place in their hearts as the King of kings and Lord of all lords. Refer to Isaiah again for discussion of this.

13  And I will bring upon that land all my words which I have pronounced against it, even all that is written in this book, which Jeremiah hath prophesied against all the nations.

The message is directed to the people who have mocked Jeremiah for over twenty years, and the Lord makes it clear to them all that he is speaking through the prophet and all the words he speaks will come to pass. Jeremiah 1:5-10, Daniel 5:28-31. The last king of the Chaldeans in Babylon dies drunk, and his father, who was in spiritual retreat/retirement to the north, shortly thereafter resigns his claims to the throne and passes control of the Chaldeans to the Medio-Persian Empire as their successors. 

14  For many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of them also: and I will recompense them according to their deeds, and according to the works of their own hands.

Many great kings and peoples will be involved in the Lord’s judgment of the Chaldeans and will learn from the whole process. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. HISTORY IS HIS STORY, AND WE CAN TRUST THE ACCOUNT HERE OF EVENTS. It became fashionable for biblical scholars to attack the credibility of the biblical accounts of things, but as we read these words we can be certain of their historical veracity.

2. JUDGMENT IS GOD’S STRANGE WORK. It only occurs when people fail to hear the words of the Lord clearly preached to them again and again.

3. GOD’S RULES ARE BASIC. Man is challenged to worship the Lord God alone and not be side tracked by things, by power or by emotion from this true worship.

4. THE GREATEST DANGER COMES FROM FAILURE TO SEE THE SPIRITUAL REALITIES THAT THE LORD DEMANDS WE FACE AND RESPOND TO. The peoples who have faced divine discipline have faced it because they have failed to confront spiritual reality and have chosen to live in the unreal escapist world of money, power and earthly pleasure.

5. ALL WHO CREATE CARNAGE FOR OTHERS WILL FACE CARNAGE THEMSELVES. The great Babylonian Empire was powerful but not all powerful (for only God is), and they fell as all do who fail to show mercy. There is no mercy shown to those who show no mercy. Man receives exactly what he has weighed out to others.

JEREMIAH 25:15-29
“15  For thus saith the LORD God of Israel unto me; Take the wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send thee, to drink it. 16  And they shall drink, and be moved, and be mad, because of the sword that I will send among them. 17  Then took I the cup at the LORD's hand, and made all the nations to drink, unto whom the LORD had sent me: 18  To wit, Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, and the kings thereof, and the princes thereof, to make them a desolation, an astonishment, an hissing, and a curse; as it is this day; 19  Pharaoh king of Egypt, and his servants, and his princes, and all his people; 20  And all the mingled people, and all the kings of the land of Uz, and all the kings of the land of the Philistines, and Ashkelon, and Azzah, and Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod, 21  Edom, and Moab, and the children of Ammon, 22  And all the kings of Tyrus, and all the kings of Zidon, and the kings of the isles which are beyond the sea, 23  Dedan, and Tema, and Buz, and all that are in the utmost corners, 24  And all the kings of Arabia, and all the kings of the mingled people that dwell in the desert, 25  And all the kings of Zimri, and all the kings of Elam, and all the kings of the Medes, 26  And all the kings of the north, far and near, one with another, and all the kingdoms of the world, which are upon the face of the earth: and the king of Sheshach shall drink after them. 27  Therefore thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Drink ye, and be drunken, and spue, and fall, and rise no more, because of the sword which I will send among you. 28  And it shall be, if they refuse to take the cup at thine hand to drink, then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Ye shall certainly drink. 29  For, lo, I begin to bring evil on the city which is called by my name, and should ye be utterly unpunished? Ye shall not be unpunished: for I will call for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the LORD of hosts.”

REFLECTION
This section has been called by some, “the cup of the Lord’s fury”. It is a vision that Jeremiah sees and recounts to the people of his day. It is clear that the Lord is angry to a high level at all these people and the reasons need to be reflected upon lest we fall under the Lord’s fury. Some will argue, this is the “God of the Old Testament”, a God of fury and judgment, whereas we have the God of Love. This argument is false, for the Lord’s standards do not change, nor do his judgments alter through time. 

Nations rise and fall today for the same reasons they always have. We need to stand humbly before the Lord and learn from the fate of others lest we follow them in their stupidity. If Paul and Peter were concerned for these things we ought also to be concerned we do not fall short of the Lord’s standards. Read the words of the Lord and the Apostles on this very matter of keeping moving forward spiritually and not being slack concerning our ministry. Matthew 12:39-45, Luke 12:35-50, 1 Corinthians 9:27, Hebrews 4:2, 6:4-8, 2 Peter 2:20-22. 

15  For thus saith the LORD God of Israel unto me; Take the wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send thee, to drink it. 16  And they shall drink, and be moved, and be mad, because of the sword that I will send among them.

It was common in all the religions of the ancient world for libations to be poured into the ground as a prayer for blessing, or of thankfulness for the grapes and the wine. It was also common to share a cup of wine as a sign of fellowship. The prophet is told in the vision to take a cup and symbolically lift it up to the Lord and share this cup with all the nations around Judah, as a sign that they will all share in the judgment that is about to fall upon the Jews. Psalms 11:6, 75:2-8, Isaiah 51:17-23. They have all said, with the unbelieving Jews, that Jeremiah is “mad”, and these nations all have joined the rebellion against Babylonian power, but it will be these nations who are made mad because of the “sword” that will scythe through them all. Ezekiel 23:28-35.

17  Then took I the cup at the LORD's hand, and made all the nations to drink, unto whom the LORD had sent me: 18  To wit, Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, and the kings thereof, and the princes thereof, to make them a desolation, an astonishment, an hissing, and a curse; as it is this day;

In the vision the prophet takes the cup from the Lord’s hand and he forces all the nations, who are represented in some form around him, to drink the cup. The judgment began at Jerusalem and went out from there. The result of the cup being drunk was that they all became desolate, and all who saw were astonished at the destruction amongst them. It became clear to all that they were cursed. Psalms 60:3, Isaiah 51:17-23, Ezekiel 9:5-8.  Refer to the doctrinal study of CUP.

The reference to the present day at the end of verse 18 indicates that this prophecy was written down after the destruction of Jerusalem and all could then see it’s application. This would be at an early date, for Ezekiel and Daniel both had a full copy of the book of Jeremiah in the 570s. It may be Baruch added this last phrase as he brought the book together after Jeremiah’s death, or that Jeremiah himself put these words into the account during his time with Gedaliah, before the last rebels carried him off to die in Egypt. 2 Kings 25:22-26.

19  Pharaoh king of Egypt, and his servants, and his princes, and all his people; 20  And all the mingled people, and all the kings of the land of Uz, and all the kings of the land of the Philistines, and Ashkelon, and Azzah, and Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod,

Egyptian power had been broken by the great battle of Carchemish in 606 BC, and the pursuit of the remnants of this once great Egyptian Army humiliated their nation and kept them quiet for the next eighty years. Egypt had been conquered by the Assyrians in the 670s, and was held by them for twenty years, and would be conquered by the Persian Empire in 525 BC, within ten years of the fall of Babylon. Egypt would be a Persian Province in the Empire that went from Libya right across to India. Egypt would remain a province until the next conqueror, Alexander the Great, arrived in the 330s. It would then be ruled by the descendents of one of his generals Ptolemy, who established his Greek dynasty there, who ruled the nation from 300 BC through until the arrival of the Romans under Pompey and then Julius Caesar. 

The last of the Ptolemies was the last Queen of the name Cleopatra, who was actually of mixed Greek and Egyptian lineage. This last Cleopatra was a power hungry and immoral woman who would hold power by sexual means, first with Pompey, then Julius Caesar and then with Marc Anthony. She and Marc Anthony were defeated at the battle of Actium in 31 BC. From 30 BC Egypt became a Roman province and remained one for six hundred and fifty years until the Arab Moslem armies took it in 628 AD. 

The other nations mentioned here, from the south northwards are the Arab and Philistine powers that also rebelled against the Babylonians and all paid with defeat at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar’s armies. Look in your biblical atlas and see exactly where each of these nations were. Most do not exist any more, their genetic material lost into the Arab world.  

21  Edom, and Moab, and the children of Ammon, 22  And all the kings of Tyrus, and all the kings of Zidon, and the kings of the isles which are beyond the sea, 23  Dedan, and Tema, and Buz, and all that are in the utmost corners, 24  And all the kings of Arabia, and all the kings of the mingled people that dwell in the desert,

In the other prophetic books we find these nations mentioned and their fates recorded. Each nation or people group will pay the price of opposing Babylon, and being on the wrong side of history. As we have seen in Isaiah and the earlier chapters of Jeremiah there is a right side of history and a wrong side, and to be out of step with the Lord’s plan for things is to pay the ultimate price. Edom, Moab and Ammon had all opposed the Israelites when they tried to enter the land under Moses, and they had persisted in their opposition, even though, through Lot, the Moabites and Edomites were related to Abraham. They had hated Israel and would pay for their hatred. Psalms 137:7, Isaiah 63:1-6, Ezekiel 25:1-14, Amos 1:11-15, 2:1-3, Zephaniah 2:8-10. Refer to the EBCWA book 121: REDISCOVERING THE FAITH OF THEIR FATHERS - THE ARABS IN THE LAST DAYS.
Tyre was an ally of David and Solomon’s and there were close contacts with this great sea faring nation and the interior. It suffered under Assyria and Babylon, and then was re-established by the Persians, and finally conquered by Alexander the Great in one of the most famous sieges of history in which he scrapped the old city and built a causeway to the island off the coast. The city fell on a day when Alexander gave the majority of his army a day off and he led a smaller force across the causeway and attacked the weakened wall and forced the breach. It became an important sea port for his Empire, as it was for the Romans later. So important was the judgment of Tyre and Sidon that Ezekiel devotes nearly four chapters to it’s story. Ezekiel 26-29.   

Dedan, Tema and Buz are more stranger names to us and their locations less well known to us now. These are places to the east of Edom in the deserts of modern Jordan and Saudi Arabia. Tema is on the pilgrim route from Damascus to Mecca. These places occur before reference to all the tribes and peoples of Arabia. All these peoples would feel the judgment of the Lord upon them because of their attitudes towards the Jews of Jerusalem. Nebuchadnezzar’s flying cavalry forces swept through this entire area over the next years and the sword fell upon many of these places, but not all of them. The tribes of the Sinai and close by Arabian Peninsula are also referred to, as they were the raiders who swept in at times into Judea. The scope of this prophecy goes well beyond the immediate situation that Jeremiah faced.

25  And all the kings of Zimri, and all the kings of Elam, and all the kings of the Medes, 26  And all the kings of the north, far and near, one with another, and all the kingdoms of the world, which are upon the face of the earth: and the king of Sheshach shall drink after them. 27  Therefore thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Drink ye, and be drunken, and spue, and fall, and rise no more, because of the sword which I will send among you.

Once again we have a list of names that had significance to the peoples of Jeremiah’s day. They were well known to his people but not to us, for some were obliterated as part of this judgment and so have ceased to exist. Zimri is unknown outside biblical references. Note the language here for it goes beyond just the impact of the campaigns of Nebuchadnezzar. It is Anti-Semitism that is in view here and the full and final judgment that will fall upon all that practise hatred towards the Jewish people and the Jewish State. The Lord has set his mark over Israel and he will work his purposes out through this nation in the end.

28  And it shall be, if they refuse to take the cup at thine hand to drink, then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Ye shall certainly drink. 29  For, lo, I begin to bring evil on the city which is called by my name, and should ye be utterly unpunished? Ye shall not be unpunished: for I will call for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the LORD of hosts.

If God has punished his own city and his own land and his own people who are called after his name, then will he not judge the peoples of the earth who have ignored him also? Ezekiel 21:4-5, 24:20-27. This is Ezekiel and Jeremiah’s point. The Lord will judge his own people and his precious city. The false prophets did not believe God would and so they believed they could get away with murder there! Jeremiah’s point is that no one, anywhere, no matter how isolated, can get away with evil of any sort, without the Lord noticing and taking action at some point. Proverbs 11:21, 30-31, 17:5. All people will have to drink the cup of justice and righteousness; no-one can avoid drinking the consequences of their actions, except by accepting the sovereignty of the one who took the cup for all! Isaiah 14:24, 46:8-13, 51:21-23, Habakkuk 2:15-16, Matthew 26:36-42, John 18:36-38, Acts 4:28, Ephesians 1:9-12.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THERE IS PUNISHMENT FOR SIN FOR ALL. There is a cup of punishment that those who refuse Jesus’ cup must drink. He offers full and complete forgiveness, but it is only to those who come to Him and accept him and his work, acknowledging him for who he is and what he has done. If a person rejects the free offer of salvation then they are left without hope when they face a holy God who WILL demand they give account of their lives. They must depend on their own works having rejected the work of Jesus for them. None will be able to avoid the inevitable consequences of their abuse of the Lord and insulting behaviours towards his precious sacrifice.

2. THE LORD GOD RULES AND SEES ALL THINGS. Our behaviours and thoughts are open books to the one who made all things. We are forgiven and we are lifted up and blessed in and through the grace and mercy and love of God alone. Let us rejoice in our great salvation.

JEREMIAH 25:30-38
30  Therefore prophesy thou against them all these words, and say unto them, The LORD shall roar from on high, and utter his voice from his holy habitation; he shall mightily roar upon his habitation; he shall give a shout, as they that tread the grapes, against all the inhabitants of the earth. 31  A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the LORD hath a controversy with the nations, he will plead with all flesh; he will give them that are wicked to the sword, saith the LORD. 32  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth. 33  And the slain of the LORD shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the ground. 34  Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye principal of the flock: for the days of your slaughter and of your dispersions are accomplished; and ye shall fall like a pleasant vessel. 35  And the shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape. 36  A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and an howling of the principal of the flock, shall be heard: for the LORD hath spoiled their pasture. 37  And the peaceable habitations are cut down because of the fierce anger of the LORD. 38  He hath forsaken his covert, as the lion: for their land is desolate because of the fierceness of the oppressor, and because of his fierce anger.”

REFLECTION
30  Therefore prophesy thou against them all these words, and say unto them, The LORD shall roar from on high, and utter his voice from his holy habitation; he shall mightily roar upon his habitation; he shall give a shout, as they that tread the grapes, against all the inhabitants of the earth.

It is as if the Lord has declared war upon all these peoples, but it is for their repentance, if they will let it be and respond to him in obedience Hosea 5:14-15, 13:7-9, Joel 2:10-13, Zechariah 13:7. They will feel the sword of the Lord’s anger upon them for their sins and great evil, and for their fake religion and false spirituality. They have pretended to be spiritual, yet they have been grossly carnal and filled with all forms of evil. Their fake ideas will all be exposed for what they are in this day, and their evil will be seen clearly for what it is then. They will call to the true Lord and their God in that day, for all the nonsense they have followed will be blown away, like chaff in the wind. Psalms 11:4, 78:59-72, Isaiah 42:13-15, Amos 1:2, 3:8, Revelation 14:17-20, 19:11-16. 

The Lord will judge this world in totality one day soon. God is not mocked and the day draws closer and closer when the rebellion of man will be over. They have made their production sour grapes, when the Lord made them to be the sweet wine of service to him. They will have their vintage pressed out in full and they will drink the cup of the lives they have lived. Isaiah 5:1-6, Jeremiah 31:29-30, Hosea 4:18, Matthew 21:33-41. They were made to serve and honour the one who gave them all they needed to be productive, but they have chosen to go wild and be sour and bitter towards the one to whom they owe all things. They are judged and they are found wanting. John 15:1-11. They are fit only for burning, but it has been their choice all the way. 

31  A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the LORD hath a controversy with the nations, he will plead with all flesh; he will give them that are wicked to the sword, saith the LORD. 32  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth.

A quick glance at these verses reinforces the impression of the former ones;  that these verses apply to a far wider event than the movements of Nebuchadnezzar’s armies. It is common for commentators to refer to these things as “prophetic exaggeration for emphasis”, but that does not fit the picture here, which is drawn as the content of a real vision of the prophet, given from the Lord to teach him something. As with many prophetic visions in the Old Testament, the vision here combines the near and the far as one. Many of the references to the Lord’s Advent combine both advents a verse apart as if they are one event. 

Writers have used the image of a man viewing far mountain ranges to explain this. From a great distance several ranges of mountains merge together against the sky, yet there may be vast valleys between them. Just so here with Jeremiah and also with the visions we have seen in Isaiah; they see the advents of the Lord as one for from their perspective in time they do not see the time period between the two. It appears the same thing happens here with the immediate destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians being combined with the wider destruction of the city, land and world itself in the final battles of the last days before the Lord’s Second Advent.

There was a great slaughter around this region by the Babylonian armies, but it was not to the “ends of the earth”, it was comparatively localized. The Lord certainly used them to discipline the nations and then they were disciplined themselves by the Medes and Persians. Isaiah 34:8, Hosea 4:1-6, 12:2, Micah 6:2-8. When we look at the parallel passages to this one, we can see that the reference is a mixed one, to both the immediate days of Jeremiah and the second advent of the Lord. Isaiah 66:15-18, Ezekiel 20:33-44, 38:18-23, Luke 21:10-31.

33  And the slain of the LORD shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the ground.  34  Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye principal of the flock: for the days of your slaughter and of your dispersions are accomplished; and ye shall fall like a pleasant vessel.

These words make it clear that this is now solely the Second Advent, the only passages explaining this being the one we have already seen in Isaiah 34:1-8, 66:15-17, and then Revelation 19:11ff. The two great sacks of Jerusalem in 586 BC and 70 AD both had so many bodies that there was no-one to bury the dead. Psalms 79:1-4, 83:1-10, Ezekiel 39:4-22. There were no people alive who were able to bury the dead and they were left to rot in the sun and were finally buried by the houses and walls that were collapsed upon them when the Babylonians and then the Romans flattened the once great city and left it a heap of ruins.  The shepherds of Israel had failed in their task and so the people had been misled by lies, rather than protected by truth, and so they all perished together. 

35  And the shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape. 36  A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and an howling of the principal of the flock, shall be heard: for the LORD hath spoiled their pasture.

The shepherds of Judah were the leadership of state and Temple and they were fat, well fed in the famine and ready to escape with their corrupt king when the walls fell down. They all escaped and were chased by the enemy and captured. They were all killed by Nebuchadnezzar at Riblah. 2 Kings 25:3-7, Isaiah 2:12-22, 24:21-23. Ezekiel 17:15-21. They were well fed and able to run away while the poor of the city died of starvation. They were neither leaders nor carers for the Lord’s sheep, but had fleeced them for years and then left them to die in the doomed city while they made their run for freedom. 

These people all “howled aloud” as they were slaughtered like the fat pigs they were! They screamed aloud as they were killed one by one, for the Babylonians had as little mercy towards them as they had showed to the people under their care! The only ones who went into captivity went having seen all their loved ones killed before their eyes and they were only left alive because that was more punishment than an easy clean death. Amos 9:1-4.

37  And the peaceable habitations are cut down because of the fierce anger of the LORD.  38  He hath forsaken his covert, as the lion: for their land is desolate because of the fierceness of the oppressor, and because of his fierce anger.

The anger of God is fierce towards those who persecute and murder his children, and that is what the “shepherds” had done; instead of caring they had corrupted and abused. They had made merchandise of the Lord’s people and so they were the recipients of his judgment. Lest any think this is Old Testament only, look at the Lord’s words in Matthew 18:1-10. The shepherd who fails to protect God’s “little ones”, or who deliberately makes money out of them, or takes self centred pleasure from them; such people are in danger of hell fire on earth and in eternity. These evil men quoted the scriptures, but they did so to suit their own ends and to support their own positions. 

Remember the wise words of Dr David L Cooper, “a text out of its context is a pretext”. These people loved to quote Isaiah’s prophecy of deliverance, Isaiah 37: 33-35, but would fail to quote the many passages of Isaiah that reinforced the need for repentance and obedience to the Mosaic Law. They deceived by their apparent spirituality and so led astray the people, who preferred the pleasant deceptions they spoke to the hard truths of Jeremiah. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. BEWARE OF BEING ENTICED BY PROSPERITY GOSPEL PREACHING. The people who are judged here are people who have been prosperous through the exercise of their religious privileges. They have made great amounts of money, and have wielded great power through their corruption. Do not be envious of those who prosper by robbing the poor of the Lord and living like kings here! Do not envy them, for their joy is short, and their prosperity easily swept away by the fierce anger of the Lord.

2. WORLD WIDE JUDGMENT WILL COME UPON THE EARTH IN ONE DAY. The “Day of the Lord” is coming at his advent and all who have mocked him and his people, or ignored his legitimate claims upon their lives will face the eternal consequences of their rejection of truth. The lie of Satan has a limited time to run and then it is over. Flee from all association or identification with the enemy’s camp, his view points, strategies and people. Touch not the filthy thing! Isaiah 52:11, 1 Corinthians 6:18, 2 Corinthians 6:15-18, 1 Timothy 6:11, 2 Timothy 2:22, James 4:7.

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REPENTANCE

1. Two words are translated repentance in the New Testament:-

a) Metanoia - META - to change , NOIA - the mind, which means to change one's opinion or mind about something or someone.

b) Meta Melamai - to feel sorry for - an emotional reaction because of acts undertaken.

2. Repentance in salvation is to change one's attitude toward the person and work of Christ. (Luke 13:3,5, 15:7, 10, 16:30, 3 1, Acts 17:30, 31, 20:2 1, Romans 2:4, 2 Peter 3:9)

3. Repentance is used in salvation mainly for the Jews. The Jews had seen Christ as a great teacher, a wise man, a prophet. They repented and now recognised him as the Son of God. In the case of the Gentiles, the word believe is used. (Acts 16:3 1 ) as they had no previous ideas about the person of Christ.

4. The Fruit of Meta Melamai, such as penance and sorrow does not save. e.g. Judas repented of his actions and went to eternal damnation.

5. However, Godly sorrow works repentance. (2 Corinthians 7:8-11)

6. The Holy Spirit is responsible for repentance in salvation. (1 Corinthians 2:14, John 16:8-11) It convicts of sin, righteousness and judgment.

7. The Believer is told to repent from dead works or human good.

8. When God repents it is symbolic (Genesis 6:6, Exodus 32:14, Judges 2:18, 1 Samuel 15:35, Jeremiah 15:6, Amos 7:3, 6, Hebrews 7:21)

IDOLATRY

1. Idolatry is forbidden (Exodus 20:3,4,23; 23:24; Deuteronomy 4:28; 5:7; 6:14; 7:16; 8:19).

2. In the Ten Commandments, the first commandment prohibits mental idolatry, the second commandment prohibits overt idolatry.

3. Idolatry is spiritual adultery, an attack on the believer's love towards God (Jeremiah 3:8-10; Ezekiel 16:23-43; 23:24-30; Revelation 17:1-5).

4. Idolatry of mind precedes idolatry of practice. Mental idolatry occurs before overt idolatry (Judges 2:10-13; Ezekiel 14:7).

5. Idolatry occurs when the creation, rather than the Creator, is worshipped (Romans I:18-25).

6. Demons function through idols and practices of idolatry (Zechariah 10:2).

7. Idolatry is the devil's communion table (1 Corinthians 10:19-21).

8. Idolatry is related to sexual sins under the phallic cult (Ezekiel 22:3-18; 23:37-49). Consequently idolatry has a adverse effect on both soul and body (1 Corinthians 6:9).

9. Idolatry causes the national judgment of destruction and enslavement (Isaiah 2:8; 2:18-20; 21:9; 36:18-20; Jeremiah 2:27:30; 3:6-11; 7:17-20; 17:1-4; Ezekiel 6:4-6).

ANGELS

1. There are two kinds of angels:

a) Elect Angels (1 Timothy 5:21) - those which have chosen to remain with God.

b) Fallen angels - those which have rebelled against God and followed Satan:

i) imprisoned ones (Jude 6, 2 Peter 2:4) - apparently active on earth prior to the Flood (Genesis 6)

ii) demons, currently active on earth (1 Corinthians 10:20,21, Mark 5:1-20)

2. There are various orders in the angelic realm.

a) Cherubim (highest order) -. (Genesis 3:24, Exodus 25:19-20) Cherubs were originally the defenders of divine holiness. Lucifer (Satan) was a cherub (Ezekiel 28:14)

b) Seraphim - (Isaiah 6:2). Seraph means burning ones.

c) Rulers, Principalities and Powers - can refer to human authorities, but usually refers to angels (and generally to fallen angels).  (Ephesians 3:10, 6:12, Colossians 1:16). They control certain segments of the human race, they can control the voice and the mind. (Mark 5:1-20).

d) Ministering Angels

i) Guardian angels. (Hebrews 1:14).  Protect and assist believers.

ii) Angels of the waters. (Revelation 16:5). Water is used as a prison. Abyss (Greek), refers to an underwater prison.

iii) Angels of the abyss. (Revelation 9:1,11 ). An angel which has a special responsibility for the abyss.

iv) Angel of fire. (Revelation 14:18).

v) Angels of judgment. (Revelation 8:2, ch 15,16) - trumpets and bowls.

vi) Watcher angels. (Daniel 4:13).

3. Appearance of angels:

a) Angels can appear as human beings (Genesis 18:1-2, Hebrews 13:2)

b) Angels are described variously as having wings, many eyes, many faces (Isaiah 6:2, Ezekiel 1) and often glow with brilliant light (Matthew 28:2-3).

c) Lucifer (Satan) was the most beautiful creature ever to come from the hand of God (Ezekiel 28:12-17)

d) Angels are NOT pink fat babies with wings, or red skinned creatures with horns and forked tails.

4. Named angels:

a) Lucifer, son of the morning, was the covering cherub over the Throne of God (Isaiah 14:12).  His name is now Satan, the accuser/slanderer (Revelation 12:10)

b) Gabriel a messenger angel (Daniel 8:16, 9:21, Luke 1:19,26)

c) Michael a fighting angel (Revelation 12:7, Jude 9) and guardian angel of Israel. (Daniel 10:21, 12:1)

5. Angels and Christ's Incarnation

a) At his birth - (Luke 2:9-15)

b) At his temptation - (Matthew 4:11)

c) At his resurrection - (Matthew 28:2)

d) At his ascension - (Acts 1:10)

e) At the Second Advent - (Matthew 13:37-39, 24:31, 25:31, 2 Thessalonians 1:7)

6. Angels and Man

a) Angels were watching at the time of creation. (Job 38:7)

b) Angels were present when God gave Moses the Law. (Galatians 3:19, Acts 7:53).

c) Angels are watching us now. (1 Corinthians 4:9, Ephesians 3:10, 1 Timothy 5:21, 1 Peter 1:12.)

d) The elect angels rejoice whenever someone is saved (Luke 15:7-10).

7. Many times revelations from God were mediated through angels - 

a) The Law of Moses -, Exodus 3:2 , Galatians 3:19, Acts 7:53, Hebrews 2:2

b) Prophetical announcements to Daniel - Daniel 7:16, 8:16-26, 9:20-27, 10:1-12:13

c) Prophetical announcements to Zechariah - Zechariah 1:9, 2:3, 4:1,5, 5:5, 6:4,5

d) Announcement of the birth of John to Zacharias - Luke 1:11-20

e) Announcement of the birth of Jesus to Mary - Luke 1:26-38, and Joseph - Matthew 1:20-21

CUP

1. The content of the cup or vessel forms the basis for every Biblical analogy.

2. Divine discipline of a nation. (Isaiah 51:17, Jeremiah 25:15-18). In these passages the nation drinks the goblet of God's wrath. A nation is disciplined for rebellion.

3. Blessing from God. (Psalm 23:5) "my cup runneth over" The cup was always full for the widow and Elijah.

4. Salvation (Psalm 116:13). In the cup of salvation free will is involved, faith drinks, disbelief rejects.

5. Sins of the world. Jesus Christ used his own free will when he went to the cross and bore the sins of the world. As he drank them God the Father poured out his wrath on Jesus. (1 Peter 2:24, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Matthew 20:22, 26:39,42)

6. A remembrance of the cross in the Church Age. (1 Corinthians 11:25-27) the Lord's table.

7. Satanic Doctrine which people willingly receive. (1 Corinthians 10:21)

8. Anti Semitism (Zechariah 12:2) God disciplines the Jews himself. Do not get in God's way.

9. The religious system of the beast. (Revelation 14:9-11, Revelation 18:3)

PROPHECY - ARABS IN PROPHECY

1. The Arabs Nations will be in conflict with Israel until the Great Tribulation Period.

2. The "Root of the Conflict" is given in (Genesis 12) where we have the beginning of Israel, through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (v 1-3) and also the beginning of the Arabs, through Ishmael and Esau (v 8-20).

3. During a famine, Abraham chose to go to Egypt rather than remain in the Promised Land.  This was a lack of faith on his part.  The Pharaoh takes Sarai into his harem and pays the bride price to Abraham who pretends to be her brother. Included in the bride price is an Egyptian maidservant called Hagar, who will become the mother of Ishmael.

4. Because Sarai is barren, she suggests to Abraham that he have children by Hagar (Genesis 16).  This was in accordance with the laws of that day where, if a wife was unable to produce children, it was her responsibility to provide a servant so that the line would continue.  Again we have a lapse of faith.

5. In those days barren women were despised, and Hagar openly gloats to Sarai over the birth of Ishmael.  Sarai reacts and causes Hagar to flee in a pregnant state from Abraham. In her flight she has an encounter with the Angel of the Lord, who gives a series of prophecies as to the future of her son.

6. The prophecies regarding Ishmael 

a) "He will be as a wild ass of a man". This is not as derogatory a statement as it would be today as in the ancient world many herds of wild asses roamed. The prophecy therefore means that the descendants of Ishmael would be nomadic. 

b) "His hand shall be against every man". The characteristic of Ishmael is that of aggression and he will attack those with whom he comes in contact. 

c) "Every man's hand shall be against him". His aggression will bring retaliation upon himself. 

d) "He shall dwell over against his brother". This is a Hebrew idiom indicating that the Arabs will dwell in a state of hostility side by side with his brother.

7. In the meantime, God opens Sarah's womb, and Isaac is born.  In (Genesis 21) we have the weaning party of Isaac, which would have occurred between the ages of three and five, at which we find Ishmael mocking his half brother, Isaac.   As a result of this mocking Hagar and Ishmael are expelled from Abraham's presence on God's orders and their wanderings begin.  Ishmael eventually marries an Egyptian.

8. The other father of the Arabs is Isaac's son, Esau, twin brother of Jacob (Genesis 25).  Esau was born first and therefore had the birthright which gave him the kingship, priesthood and the double portion.

9. Isaac's family had become wealthy and therefore Esau's hunger was not a life threatening situation.  He despised his birthright, and was willing to sell it for a mere bowl of soup. 

10. The patriarchal blessing is for the person holding the birthright thus Jacob is entitled to the blessing.  The sin is in the deception by Jacob and his mother.  In (Genesis 27:41) it states that Esau hated Jacob because of the patriarchal blessing, and plots his murder. This again shows the antagonism between the Arabs and the Jews.

11.  By  (Numbers 20) Esau's descendants have become the great nation of Edom and those of Jacob have been slaves of Egypt for several generations.  The Jews are miraculously released to travel towards their inheritance in Canaan.  The easiest route is through the land of Edom. Moses petitions the Edomites for passage through their land by means of the King's highway but is refused with violence.

12. In the book of Judges we read of the Ishmaelites inflicting damages against Israel and subjugating them.

13. In (Psalm 83) the writer views prophetically the union of nations which comprise the modern Arab states, conspiring together to eliminate Israel. 

The nations are as follows:- 

(v6)  Edom - Southern Jordan, Ishmael is the father of one segment of the modern world, Moab is in Central Jordan, the Hagarines were from Egypt. 

(v7)  Gibal is in Lebanon, Amon is in Northern Jordan, Amalek was in the Sinai Peninsula, Philistia is in the Gaza Strip, Tyre is in Lebanon. 

(v8)  Assyria comprises all of Iraq and much of modern Syria. 

14. The Future of the Arab Nations.  The individual prophecies are as follows:- 

a) Lebanon - peace will come by means of occupation. Scripture gives the borders of Israel during the Messianic kingdom. It shows Israel occupying all of modern day Lebanon during that period. (Ezekiel 47:13-48:29)

b) Jordan - comprises three ancient nations; Edom, Moab and Ammon. In all three cases peace comes between Israel and Jordan by destruction though not all to the same extent.  These are the areas also indicated by the Lord in Matthew 24 into which believers are to flee in the last days and that indicates that many amongst the Arabs are to be saved at this time. Daniel 11:40-45.
i) Edomites - in (Ezekiel 35:6-9) it becomes a perpetual desolation whilst in (v 14-16) it remains desolate even when the rest of the world is beautified during the Millennium. This is again confirmed in (Isaiah 34:8-15) and in (Jeremiah 49:14-22).

In (Obadiah 17-21) it is noted as part of Israelite territory though no one gets to live there. 

Finally in (Ezekiel 25 :12-14) the cause of their destruction is the nation Israel. War will therefore break out between Israel and Jordan and the southern part of Jordan will be destroyed as a result. 

ii) Moab - which comprises central Jordan will also be destroyed but not to the same degree according to (Jeremiah 48:1-46.) In (v 47) the Scriptures indicate that there will be a Moabite land during the Millennium. 

iii) Ammon or northern Jordan will also be destroyed but will be inhabited according to (Jeremiah 49:1-6)

c) Egypt - peace comes to Egypt by destruction initially followed by conversion as stated in (Isaiah 19 :1-22).  In the first ten verses God's punishment of Egypt is described with economic collapse and wide scale unemployment. 

The conversion of the Egyptians will occur in three stages:- 

i) in (v 16-17) the Egyptians will develop a fear of Israel;

ii) in (v 18) we note that five cities in the land of Egypt will be speaking the language of Canaan which is Hebrew;

iii) in (v 19-22) we are told that the Egyptians will fall under a cruel dictatorship which will cause them to turn away from their god to worship the true God, the Messiah. 

According to (Joel 3:19) Egypt was to suffer a similar fate as Edom but not quite the same. 

In (Ezekiel 29:8-14) the land of Egypt will be desolate without inhabitants with the Egyptians dispersed among the nations for the first forty years of the Millennial Kingdom. After the forty year period the Egyptians will be regathered to form a nation in the Kingdom. 

According to (Zechariah 14) they will have an annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles 

d) Syria and Iraq - peace with Israel will occur through conversion according to (Isaiah 19:23-25) and will be blessed in the Kingdom with the exception of the city of Babylon which will be a perpetual desolation.

CHAPTER 26

JEREMIAH 26:1-7

1  In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah came this word from the LORD, saying, 2  Thus saith the LORD; Stand in the court of the LORD's house, and speak unto all the cities of Judah, which come to worship in the LORD's house, all the words that I command thee to speak unto them; diminish not a word: 3  If so be they will hearken, and turn every man from his evil way, that I may repent me of the evil, which I purpose to do unto them because of the evil of their doings. 4  And thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD; If ye will not hearken to me, to walk in my law, which I have set before you, 5  To hearken to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I sent unto you, both rising up early, and sending them, but ye have not hearkened; 6  Then will I make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the nations of the earth. 7  So the priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of the LORD.”

REFLECTION
Section three is headed “Prophecies given during the reign of Zedekiah”, and most in this section were given in that time, but two were initially given during the reign of Jehoiakim, and are included by Baruch, who puts the final form to the book before sending it to the exiles in Babylon. His reason for including this chapter and the one earlier from the same time period is that they all relate to the certainty of Babylonian victory and the destruction of the very Temple they depend on like a good luck charm. 

Having been given in the reign of this doomed king, they were then recorded as evidence of the truth of the prophet’s words, and as written warnings to the later king Zedekiah, who persisted in the sins of Jehoiakim and went further into evil than he had. All our preaching and writing has two areas of ministry also; initially to the people who hear our words first, and then to succeeding generations who read or hear the words later. 

One of the great mentors for me was Dr J Vernon McGee, of the Thru the Bible Radio Ministry. He faithfully recorded several series of Bible studies through the entire Bible for radio work and they continue to be heard through the short wave radio stations, and read in written form many years after his death. He has a lasting ministry as do all true servants of the Lord, whereas the books of the false teachers are used a door stops, fire starters, or simply take up dusty shelves in forgotten theological sections of liberal seminaries. Let us aim to be like Jeremiah, and have several ages and areas of ministry, by simply doing the Lord’s called work and leaving the lasting blessing to the Lord’s plan. The Lord provided Jeremiah with his faithful servant Baruch and this mighty man compiled the book and spread the words of his beloved master to those of Egypt and Babylon and through the latter group the prophet was heard in the rebuilt Temple and believed by a new generation and all since. Let us rejoice in our place in the Plan of God and serve as we are called.

1  In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah came this word from the LORD, saying, 2  Thus saith the LORD; Stand in the court of the LORD's house, and speak unto all the cities of Judah, which come to worship in the LORD's house, all the words that I command thee to speak unto them; diminish not a word:

The time of this message is clearly dated. It is after the Egyptian invasion and their installation of the client king Jehoiakim, possibly  before the Babylonians re-install him after their capture of Jerusalem.  It is a formal warning to this evil man to change his ways, and for the people to change their hearts and follow the ways of their former king rather than his evil son. 

Jeremiah is told to “stand” in the Temple Court and preach the words of the Lord. To be the herald of a King you stood to proclaim the truth of the King to the king’s subjects. You were not standing because you were important, but because the inferior stood while the king sat! The herald stood to announce the king’s policy and the formal nature of this underlined the vital importance of the people hearing and obeying the herald and hence obeying the king. The Temple Court was the place for the policy and acts of God to be announced. The apostles were told to go there also to proclaim the truth. Acts 5:20-21. The King, the Lord Jesus Christ, taught openly in the Temple, and sat to teach as was appropriate for the king. John 8:2, 18:20. 

Isaiah had been told to speak for the Lord in just this way, challenging the people to obedience and holiness of life. Isaiah 58:1-10. He was told to preach every word the Lord gave him and change nothing. He was not to leave anything out nor minimize any challenge to make it more palatable. The truth was to be proclaimed without apology, and the challenge given that the people might be without excuse. This is also our call today, just as it was to Moses, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and John. Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 12:32, Proverbs 30:5-6, Ezekiel 2:3-9, 3:1-17, 27, Revelation 22:18-19.

3  If so be they will hearken, and turn every man from his evil way, that I may repent me of the evil, which I purpose to do unto them because of the evil of their doings.

This verse is, with variations, the repetitive theme of the Lord to these people, as it is through the generations and right up to us today. The Lord seeks to bless us and desires this above all else, but we limit the grace operation of the Lord in our lives by our disobedience. Isaiah 1:16-20, Jeremiah 18:6-10, 36:3, Ezekiel 18:23-32. God does not seek to “nail us to the wall” because of our sins, he seeks to resolve the sin problem and for us to live holy lives before him. This is well illustrated in John 8:3-11.

4  And thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD; If ye will not hearken to me, to walk in my law, which I have set before you, 5  To hearken to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I sent unto you, both rising up early, and sending them, but ye have not hearkened;

Notice the repetition of the message with earlier ones. This is deliberate and necessary, even today, for people forget the past and ignore messages in the present and need constant reminders of truth. As before the word used parallel those of Moses. Leviticus 26:14ff, Deuteronomy 28:15ff, 29:18-28, 31:16-18. Joshua’s last words also repeated the Mosaic principles. Joshua 23:14-16. The Lord spoke to Solomon the same way. 1 Kings 9:6-9, 2 Chronicles 7:12-22. Isaiah also was told the same things. Isaiah 1:16-20, 42:23-25. Once back in the land, Nehemiah reminded the people, again using words drawn from all these earlier saints, noting that the Lord God was serious about his Word, and the demand to obey was a permanent one. Nehemiah 9:25-37. 

The Lord is not left without witness in every generation. God’s servants are those who seek to do his will alone and to stand for him alone in the midst of the people. The Lord has his prophets and preachers in every generation; people called and set apart to witness to his truth in the midst of the people. Daniel 9:6-14, Acts 7:51-60. As Stephen found, such messages as come from the Lord are not well received at times. He was in good company for many of the Lord’s choice saints have died and won the martyrs crown for their message in times past and they will in the future also. 2 Kings 9:7, Hebrews 11:32-40. It is another timely reminder that the norm is for the servants of the Lord NOT to be believed! It is easy to get discouraged in the service of the Lord and we need to remember these passages of scripture and be strong in our work whether the hearers believe us or not.

6  Then will I make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the nations of the earth. 7  So the priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of the LORD.

Jerusalem was the home of the Temple and in previous days the Ark itself. It is not clear when the Ark was removed, but it is reputed to have been “lost” either to the Assyrians during the reign of evil Manasseh, or to the Egyptians under Necho, during the time he held Jerusalem and appointed Jehoiakim. It was no longer there by this day, for it is not mentioned as part of Nebuchadnezzar’s booty, and had it been taken to Babylon it would have been returned by the Persians when they gave permission to rebuild the Temple. The first time the Ark was “lost” was when it was taken by the Philistines after a battle defeat by the arrogant Israelites. The Israelites took the Ark into battle as their “good luck symbol” and their two evil priests and 30,000 of their army fell as a reminder to the people that God does not work by “lucky charms”. 1 Samuel 4:5-22. Shiloh itself was destroyed and by this day of Jeremiah it was a ruined wilderness. The Ark did not protect them, nor their men folk in battle, for they needed to obey the God of Israel, not just pretend to be religious. God intended them to be a blessing, but they became a curse because of their disobedience.

NOTES
PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. NOT BEING BELIEVED DOES NOT ALTER THE TRUTH OF WHAT IS SAID. We are called to preach the truth, whether anyone believes us or not, for all must be left without excuse before the Lord of all. 

2. THERE ARE NO LUCKY CHARMS. Only obedience to the Lord gives security in this life. When we walk with the Lord in spiritual status we are as safe as we can be upon the planet, for even in the midst of battle, we will not die unless it is the Lord’s specific will for our life, and not one second before our time.

3. REPETITION OF PRINCIPLES IS ORDERED. We are not to shy away from repetition of doctrinal principles, rather we are to preach the truth with focused determination and say the same thing again and again, to ensure that everyone has heard and knows the truth.

4. GRACE REMAINS OPEN UNTIL A PERSON’S DEATH. There is hope for each until their end!

JEREMIAH 26:8-19
8  Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to speak unto all the people, that the priests and the prophets and all the people took him, saying, Thou shalt surely die. 9  Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate without an inhabitant? And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in the house of the LORD. 10  When the princes of Judah heard these things, then they came up from the king's house unto the house of the LORD, and sat down in the entry of the new gate of the LORD's house. 11  Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and to all the people, saying, This man is worthy to die; for he hath prophesied against this city, as ye have heard with your ears. 12  Then spake Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all the people, saying, The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and against this city all the words that ye have heard. 13  Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the LORD your God; and the LORD will repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced against you. 14  As for me, behold, I am in your hand: do with me as seemeth good and meet unto you. 15  But know ye for certain, that if ye put me to death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon this city, and upon the inhabitants thereof: for of a truth the LORD hath sent me unto you to speak all these words in your ears. 16  Then said the princes and all the people unto the priests and to the prophets; This man is not worthy to die: for he hath spoken to us in the name of the LORD our God. 17  Then rose up certain of the elders of the land, and spake to all the assembly of the people, saying, 18  Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to all the people of Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Zion shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of a forest. 19  Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at all to death? did he not fear the LORD, and besought the LORD, and the LORD repented him of the evil which he had pronounced against them? Thus might we procure great evil against our souls.”

REFLECTION
8  Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to speak unto all the people, that the priests and the prophets and all the people took him, saying, Thou shalt surely die. 9  Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate without an inhabitant? And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.

These verses are a reminder of two of the principles we saw above. They remind us that telling the truth is not necessarily popular. They are disturbed and baffled that the name of the Lord had been used as a part of the prophetic words, for their thinking was that the Lord could not anything other than protect his city, his people, and his temple. 

They could not conceive of being judged, for they had been taught they were invincible within the walls of Jerusalem and the temple compound. They had believed the false prophets completely and felt that the Lord was with them, seeing the Egyptian and first Babylonian capture of the city, and it’s subsequent deliverance from destruction each time, as evidence of their position, rather than a warning of the Lord. 

It was not as if there were two schools of thought amongst the people on this day; there was only one, the anti-Jeremiah group! Jeremiah has named the prophets and priests as false and polluted. They were the heroes of the people, for they told them comforting words about the certainty of their deliverance, so the people wanted their men protected against the “ravings” of this negative prophet. The message of warning of destruction is not a pleasant one, but it was the truth and Jeremiah was called to stand and proclaim it, just as Jesus would do many years later. Lamentations 4:13-14, Matthew 21:34-46. 

The people of Jesus’ day also sought to “take hold of him also” for the same message. In both cases the message was true, just as the message of Amos and Isaiah had been also. Isaiah 30:8-14, Amos 7:7-17.    The rules for prophetic utterance were noted clearly in Deuteronomy where Moses repeated all the principles of the Law and gave instructions to keep the nation doctrinally safe. Deuteronomy 4:1-9, 13:1-5, 18:15-22.   Lies are not an option if you want to live!
10  When the princes of Judah heard these things, then they came up from the king's house unto the house of the LORD, and sat down in the entry of the new gate of the LORD's house. 11  Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and to all the people, saying, This man is worthy to die; for he hath prophesied against this city, as ye have heard with your ears.

The princes of the people are tasked with judging all matters in accordance with the Law of Moses, and so will turn to the scriptures we saw above and see whether Jeremiah has erred from the truth of the Mosaic Covenant. They sat at the doorway known as the “King’s Gate”, which was possibly the one built by Jotham and then blocked up by Ahaz. 2 Kings 16:10-18, 2 Chronicles 27:3, 28:19-25. King Jotham built the entranceway in the 750s, but he never used it to enter the Temple, for he feared the worship of God, lest he be struck down like his father. Ahaz, his evil son, used the gate for private coming and going, but used the Temple sacrifices as personal “lucky charms” or for divination for himself. He cared not for the sins and needs of the people, and entered into pagan worship of the “gods who smote him”. 

It was not an auspicious gateway with good associations, for it was built at a time of compromise with the gods of their enemy Assyria. It may have been a place associated later with Josiah’s revival and have been renewed by him as part of his rebuilding program as they rededicated the Temple. By the days of Jehoiakim it had clearly become the king’s place for judgment to be pronounced, so it is more likely it was associated with the judicial murders of that reign.

Jeremiah enters into a corrupt judicial process here. He has no hope for acquittal as far as the public and the officials of the Temple are concerned, and they don’t want him set free, they seek his quick death. They use the phrase from Deuteronomy, saying that he is, “worthy of death”. Deuteronomy 18:20, 19:6, 21:22-23. 

The case turns on one point; is he a true prophet of the Lord or is he not? Is he entitled to speak in the Lord’s name or is he not? The evidence is clear, for he has prophesied in the hearing of them all, so the accusation is absolute; he has prophesied against the city. The only question remains, is this prophecy a warning to the people and therefore legitimate, or is he a presumptuous prophet and worthy of death. Deuteronomy 12:29-13:11, Jeremiah 23:16, 1 Corinthians 14:32, 2 Peter 1:19-21.

12  Then spake Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all the people, saying, The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and against this city all the words that ye have heard. 13  Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the LORD your God; and the LORD will repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced against you.

Jeremiah gives his defence, and illustrates the principle of faith in the one who called him that the Lord calls us all to in our own Age. Matthew 5:11-12, 10:16-31. Jeremiah does not try to excuse himself, nor defend himself, he lets his message be the evidence for death or acquittal. Amos 3:7-8, 7:12-17, Acts 4:19-20, 5:29-32. He is absolutely clear in his calling and the Lord’s purpose and will for them. He is sure he has been called to do this and he can do nothing else, for the Lord constrains him. This remains a principle today; if a person can stop their spiritual work, then it is not spiritual work! If the Lord has called us we are driven, and we will not be stopped from the work, for the Holy Spirit within drives us forward.

Jeremiah does not just stop by reiterating the message, he reminds them also of the Lord’s desired outcome; that they might repent of the great evil they have done and serve him once more. He gives both warning and threat, and then the promise of blessing, if and only if, they repent and serve their God again. They must change their ways. Jeremiah 7:1-11, 35:15, 36:3, 38:20-21.

He has been consistent with his message, and there is hope mixed with judgment here. This is the sign of the true prophet, for the true prophet will speak correctly of the character of God and the Lord is gracious towards his sinning servants. He is eager to forgive if there is repentance. He stands with Amos, Hosea, Isaiah and Ezekiel in Babylon, all of these men preaching truth without compromise. The princes are aware of the earlier prophets and knew that Jeremiah did no more than Isaiah had done. Isaiah 1:16-20, 55:6-11, Hosea 14:1-9. Refer to the doctrinal study of GRACE 

14  As for me, behold, I am in your hand: do with me as seemeth good and meet unto you. 15  But know ye for certain, that if ye put me to death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon this city, and upon the inhabitants thereof: for of a truth the LORD hath sent me unto you to speak all these words in your ears.

Having fully reiterated the truth of his prophetic words to them from the Lord he places himself at the mercy of the court, recognizing that he is in the Lord’s hands, for death or life. He reminds them that they run the risk of total judgment if they kill the Lord’s prophet, and there were some in recent times that had been killed and the result was always bad for the murderers. Jeremiah uses the language of Moses just as they had done to remind them that to shed innocent blood was to bring blood upon them. Exodus 23:6-7, Deuteronomy 19:10-13, 21:7-9, Proverbs 6:17. He asserts the truth that he has been sent by the Lord to warn them, and every word that he has spoken is from the Lord.

16  Then said the princes and all the people unto the priests and to the prophets; This man is not worthy to die: for he hath spoken to us in the name of the LORD our God.

There is acknowledgement by the princes, backed by the general population that has gathered around the scene, that Jeremiah has spoken in the Lord’s name and that they must take his words as from the Lord. This does not mean they have believed and obeyed him, for we know they did not, but they do acknowledge that he clearly believes he is the Lord’s voice to them and his motivation is that they might be repentant, not that he might be rich and powerful. Jeremiah’s life backs his message and there is no evil that they can find to condemn him. 

Evil men and women love to “dig the dirt” on the servants of the Lord and will publicly destroy a preacher through the press for the same sins that they practise nightly. This hypocrisy is “normal” with Satan’s people, and is a reason why the pastor-teacher must be beyond reproach, unable to be accused truthfully of any sin or evil that would bring disgrace upon the words of the Lord preached through them. 1 Timothy 3:2, Titus 1:7. Refer to the doctrinal study of EVIL

17  Then rose up certain of the elders of the land, and spake to all the assembly of the people, saying, 18  Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to all the people of Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Zion shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of a forest.

The argument from history is always the strongest one, for it is in history that we identify how God has acted, and so can predict how it is more likely today how he will act. One of the princes or elders of the land rises up and addresses the crowd that is still likely to riot or demand Jeremiah’s death. He gives an historic reason why Jeremiah should be given his life and liberty to speak to them. 

He refers to the prophet Micah, who had prophesied exactly the same thing in his day. The time period was the early days of Hezekiah, before the prophet Isaiah had fully begun his ministry. The quote here is from Micah 3:12. The prophecy occurs before that which announces the restoration of the kingdom in greater blessedness, Micah 4:1-2, and it is paralleled by the words of Isaiah in Isaiah 2:2-3. 

These prophecies are important for the day of Jeremiah, because both Micah and Isaiah had been accepted as prophets, their words believed and the people saved from the fulfilment of the words through their repentance. The Elder here argues that the same thing can occur in their day; that as the people respond to in effect the same words as their grandparents had then they will be delivered as their grand-parents were. In this they speak the truth, for Jeremiah himself has argued this point repeatedly. 

19  Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at all to death? Did he not fear the LORD, and besought the LORD, and the LORD repented him of the evil which he had pronounced against them? Thus might we procure great evil against our souls.

Hezekiah’s response to Isaiah from another time of crisis was well known. Isaiah 37:1-20. When he came to power as king he had begun a revival, possibly at Micah’s preaching. He was not as serious as Josiah would be later. 2 Chronicles 29:1-11, 32:22, 25-26, 34:21-28, 31-33. There was revival because there was a return to the Lord and his Word. None of these prophets minced their words, and nor did the kings hold back from obedience. Isaiah 26:3-4, 20-21. 

By the evidence of precedent, Jeremiah is found to stand in the tradition of the true prophets and be calling for exactly the same things they had already called the people to. It was clear to the rulers that Jeremiah was warning them about the same things as Micah, Isaiah and Huldah had in previous generations, and that they could procure deliverance or judgment for themselves on the basis of their response to his words. There was blessing in obedience to the words of the prophet, for they were the reiteration of the words of Moses, and so would receive the blessing recounted by Moses. The path to judgment was also quite clear; all they had to do was murder the prophet, or do nothing!

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THE TRUTH IS TO BE TOLD UNTO DEATH. We are to leave our case in the Lord’s hands for deliverance to more life, or through death into heavenly glory.

2. GOD HAS HIS PEOPLE EVERYWHERE AT ALL LEVELS IN SOCIETY. Do not despise any group within society for often your deliverance or support for ministry will come from a strange place to you, but a place where God has his saints. The princes save the prophet through the agency of just one well placed elder who speaks doctrine into a situation where he also could have died with the prophet. Do the right thing pastor and let the Lord raise up those who will support and encourage you.

3. PROPHETS OUGHT TO BE TESTED AGAINST HISTORICAL PRECEDENCE. If a prophet looks, lives or sounds like a prophet of Baal, then he or she probably is! True servants of the Lord resemble their antecedents in history. We have plenty of biblical examples of the genuine and it is against these mentors and examples that we compare the modern claimants. Remember the principle from history, that the false have always outnumbered the true! Let us be discerning and ruthless in our application of scripture to test those who claim to speak for the Lord. 

4. TO OPPOSE A MAN OR WOMAN OF GOD IS TO FIGHT GOD. It is a dodgy thing to oppose a genuine servant of the Lord, but it is a necessity and responsibility to oppose all who teach lies as if truth and who mislead the Lord’s people into error. We must be sure of our biblical ground and solid in our stand for the Lord’s truth with absolute fearlessness.

JEREMIAH 26:20-24
20  And there was also a man that prophesied in the name of the LORD, Urijah the son of Shemaiah of Kirjathjearim, who prophesied against this city and against this land according to all the words of Jeremiah. 21  And when Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men, and all the princes, heard his words, the king sought to put him to death: but when Urijah heard it, he was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt; 22  And Jehoiakim the king sent men into Egypt, namely, Elnathan the son of Achbor, and certain men with him into Egypt. 23  And they fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt, and brought him unto Jehoiakim the king; who slew him with the sword, and cast his dead body into the graves of the common people. 24  Nevertheless the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, that they should not give him into the hand of the people to put him to death.”

REFLECTION
Jeremiah is protected by the Lord and preaches truth in all things, but there was one prophet who preached similar things to Jeremiah and he paid the ultimate price for his prophetic ministry. This man did not have the support of anyone and died at the hands of the evil king Jehoiakim. As you read these words it is clear that this is not the words of the “Elder”, and is not a continuation of the previous speech, for to say this would be to open up the debate again and indicate death was an option for Jeremiah also.

These verses appear to be the words of either Jeremiah or Baruch, added afterwards, as they compiled the book ready to send it into the Exiles in Babylon, for the readers and hearers of these stories of Jeremiah need to know that while he was divinely delivered, others were not saved from death. Jeremiah’s deliverance throughout his prophetic career was God’s work alone.

Urijah is well identified by the author here, both by family and village of origin, so that all who read or hear these words can identify the person clearly and possibly recall his words, that were obviously well known at the time. The author’s silence is accounted best for the common knowledge of the events and person involved at the time. This man prophesied in the name of the Lord, and he repeated all the words of Jeremiah. 

Was he a genuine prophet of the Lord, or simply a man taking advantage of the truth spoken by the prophet and repeating that, so as to gain additional fame for him self? We need to with-hold judgment on this man at this point.  Was he a true prophet or simply a person who claimed prophetic ministry for fame, and very quickly found himself out of his depth in a ministry to which he was not really called at all.  It is a dangerous thing to minister when you have not been called. Matthew 23:8-13, Mark 12:38-40, Luke 12:48, James 3:1-9.  Refer to EBCWA book 112 on CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP, for the genuine leader in the Lord’s work will be humble, obedient and not seek fame, renown or reputation, but be focused on delivering the truth the Lord has delivered to them to preach. 

What do we know of this man other than these words here? The answer is, very little indeed. He came from a town that was associated with the recovery of the Ark in the days of Samuel; a place known for it’s devotion to the Lord and his true worship, so that the people of other places looked to them to deliver them from the disaster that befell them for their foolishness. 1 Samuel 6:17-21, 7:1-6. It was not far from Anathoth and so Urijah may have known the prophet of Anathoth, for he certainly had no other message than that of Jeremiah. Jeremiah 1:1. 

We are called to remember that the Lord’s prophets at times suffer or die for their devotion to the truth. 2 Chronicles 16:7-10, Psalms 119:105-112, Matthew 14:1-12, Hebrews 11:32-40. The evil king Jehoiakim finally dies the sin unto death in his late thirties and is followed by his young son Jehoiachin. 2 Kings 23:36-37. As with all evil men, the worst of men gather themselves around him, ever ready to do evil deeds, and one of which is the murder of the prophet Urijah. Psalms 12:6-8, Proverbs 29:10-12. Refer to the doctrinal study SIN: SIN UNTO DEATH

Amongst the “new men” of Jehoiakim’s court were those ready to slay the enemies of their king to win renown. They hear of Urijah’s words and go after him. Urijah does not stand and speak with the King and defend himself in open court, but in fear runs for Egypt. Given that it was Egypt that initially placed Jehoiakim on the throne, this was not necessarily a good move. He is easily found amongst those already there in exile and brought back. 

There is a time to flee and a time to stand and fight. Did Urijah make a mistake here, or was he doing the work of the Lord and so even his flight to Egypt and any work he did there, serve a purpose and the nature and manner of his death prepare in some way for the deliverance of Jeremiah? We simply do not know, and perhaps the Lord has caused this record to be here simply to remind us that we need to be cautious of either praising or abusing his servants when we lack all the facts. 

Some commentators celebrate this man as a supporter of Jeremiah, yet there is no evidence of this in the book and this is the only reference to him; a most unusual thing if this man was a genuine prophetic voice and supporter of Jeremiah. 

Others note that he did not have his own message but simply parroted Jeremiah’s, and then when he was challenged did not stand for truth but ran for his life; a sure sign of a man without spiritual strength, who found himself out of his depth in a ministry he had not really been called into. Both positions are logical, but both lack facts to support them! We simply do not know enough to make any biblically sound assessments of this man’s worth and must await heaven to find out the truth about him.

Baruch or Jeremiah in their record have one purpose; that is to record that Jeremiah’s fate could have been as this man’s was, for those who killed Urijah were still there. Fortunately there was still one old man from the days of Josiah around and his counsel prevails at this time. 

We meet two men in these last verses of the chapter; Elnathan son of Achbor, and Ahikam, son of Shaphan. We meet the older man Ahikam, and the father of Elnathan in 2 Kings 22:14-15.  There is also an Elnathan mentioned as the father of King Jehoiakim’s wife in 2 Kings 24:8. It may be the same man, or another, as this was not necessarily an uncommon name at the time. The two older men were part of the revival team gathered together by Josiah. 

The old man remains a supporter of truth, but he has been cast aside as a regular voice in government, but at this time justifies his life upon the earth by stepping in to save Jeremiah with the king and court, and stopping him following Urijah. It appears that there was a revulsion, or even a wave of fear that may have swept through the court after the murder of Urijah and this enabled the old counsellor of Josiah to stop forward and exercise his ministry one last time to save the Lord’s servant. 

Elnathan is remembered as the slayer of the Lord’s prophet, Ahikam as the saver of the Lord’s prophet. One gained wealth and power from his evil deeds, but what gain was there in that? He is not mentioned again and given the fate of Jehoiakim we can only guess at the fate of this man. He certainly was not there for Jehoiachin to save him from capture, and only his daughter, the Queen mother is mentioned as saving the nation by urging surrender. 

This story reminds us that we can leave all evil men to the justice of the Lord. He will always do a far better job than we are capable of in dealing with those who claim power to which their character or spiritual status gives them no legitimate right. Look at the life of king Herod Agrippa in this light also. Acts 12:1-2, 20-25, 1 Thessalonians 2:14-16, Acts 23:10-11, 12-24.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. LET US NOT BE QUICK TO ABUSE A PERSON SPEAKING IN THE NAME OF THE LORD. They may be a fake, a pretender, or a deluded believer who has stepped over a line they shouldn’t have, but whatever the truth the Lord will deal with his own. We have a responsibility to rebuke clear error, and stand against clear false teaching and deception, but where things are not clear let us be cautious.

2. IF WE STAND FOR THE LORD WE CAN CLAIM HIS PROTECTION. Jeremiah did not run for Egypt and neither should have Urijah. If we stand for the Lord we must stand where he calls us to, and run when he orders us to, for our own place of safety is where the Lord wants us, doing what he wants us to do. There is a time to stand and a time to run, but if the servant of the Lord runs from the enemy, it is not to hide, but to preach else-where or prepare for greater ministry. 

We see this again and again in Acts with the apostle Paul. Refer to the EBCWA studies on the book of ACTS. In the life of Paul we see him walking in the Spirit and that means he stands and takes punishment at times, and at others he removes himself and heads for another place to minister there. Great men of God, like Elijah, have at times been urged to hide themselves, but it is walking in the guidance of the Holy Spirit that gives us the safety we require. 

3. AHIKAM STANDS WHEN HE NEEDS TO. We do not know for what reason the Lord has left us here upon the earth, and are challenged to be alert to the role he may have for us each and every day. Ahikam was called to be a leader in the revival under Josiah, but then he was not to retire to the hills and live in pleasant ease under his grape vines. 

If we live, it is to serve and if there is no task on the horizon we are called to keep growing spiritually and positioning ourselves spiritually every day, so that when the Lord calls us to action we can spring to the task to which we are called. Ahikam was ready to serve and did not let his advanced years hinder his activity. Do not retire pastor! If you still breath there is a task for you to do; find it and do it daily, and be ready to step up to the mark for the greatest service ever in life even on your last day of this life. 

Winston Churchill took over the leadership of the British nation at a time when most have retired, yet that was his destiny, and by stepping forward he saved a nation and the world from evil. This is the calling of all before the Lord. There is NO RETIREMENT from the Lord’s service until he calls you home to heaven. It is only then that we can say, we have retired. 

Heaven is our retirement home, all else beforehand is our military barracks for service in the Lord’s Army until that last day upon this earth. Let us see our homes as the tent or barracks of the Lord’s army and so serve every day as we are called to. Refer to EBCWA book 112 on CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP for a full discussion of this vital topic.

TOPICS

GRACE

1. Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. Therefore Grace is unmerited favour from God.

2. Grace depends on the character of God therefore Grace depends on who and what God is. Grace is what God can do for man and still be true to his own character.

3. The believer must recognise the difference between legalism and grace. Legalism is man's work intruding upon the plan of God.

4. The greatest thing God can do for the saved person is to make him exactly like His Son Jesus Christ. This is accomplished in three stages of sanctification.

5. Positional Sanctification:  At Salvation every believer enters into union with Christ. (Hebrews 1:2) Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father and is therefore superior to all angels in his humanity. At the point of salvation we are entered into union with Christ thus we are positionally higher than angels. We are positionally seated with Christ at God's right hand.

6. Experiential Sanctification:  During the Christian's life on the earth the time spent under the power of the Holy Spirit. During this time we produce the character of God in our lives - gold, silver, precious stones. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

7. Ultimate Sanctification:  When the believer receives a resurrection body he loses the sin nature and all human good. At this point the believer is physically superior to all angels. He remains in this perfect state eternally.

8. All believers have tasted of Grace at least once (1 Peter 2:3). This refers to the point of Salvation at which the believer receives at least 34 things which he did not earn or deserve. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) Disorientation to grace is the believer's greatest occupational hazard in his Christian life. (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 12:15)

9. The divine attitude to grace is expressed in (Isaiah 30:18, 19) God is constantly waiting to pour out his blessing on all believers in the Christian life.

10. Grace in salvation is expressed in many ways. It is always the same - believing in Jesus Christ (Psalm 103:8-12, Romans 3:23-4, Romans 4:4, 5:20, Ephesians 2:8, 9)

11. There are many ways in which the Christian life expresses GRACE:

a) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

b) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) Growth (2 Peter 3:18)

d) Stability (1 Peter 5:12)

e) Lifestyle (Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 1:12)

f) Production of Divine Good (1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 6:1

12. Grace is the correct attitude in relation to giving. (2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

13. Grace is the only means of coping with suffering in the Christian life. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) Through Grace God is able to bless the believer in the midst of the pressures and adversities of life. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

14. Implications of grace:

a) God is perfect, his plan is perfect.

b) A perfect plan can only originate from a perfect God.

c) If man could do anything in the plan of God the plan would no longer be perfect.

d) A plan is no stronger than its weakest link. Grace therefore excludes all human merit, all human ability.

e) Legalism, human works is the enemy of Grace.

f) The works of human righteousness have therefore no place in the plan of God. (Isaiah 64:6)

EVIL

1. DEFINITION: Evil is Satan's policy in opposition to God's doctrine. Evil is therefore a collection of beliefs and practises that back up Satan's viewpoint rather than God’s.

2. Evil is not necessarily bad, it is simply a policy that will take you away from the path that God prepared for you. 

3. False religion may be very moral and even ascetic (and therefore look "holy"), but if it is leading people away from God's revealed will it is evil.

4. Often evil can masquerade as "good". People who believe that their "good works" can satisfy God's holy demands are deceived by evil doctrine. Romans 7:19,20,    

5. Only God’s Word, Bible Doctrine can help the believer distinguish between true good and evil, Hebrews 3:13,14.

6. Only a soul saturated in God’s Word is truly protected from the subtlety of Satan's policy of evil. Proverbs 2:10-14, 3:7, 19:23.

7. Only applied knowledge of God's Word negates and neutralises evil. Psalms 54:5, Romans 12:21,   Isaiah 45.

8. The issue for the believer is the daily choice to accept God's Word and therefore protect oneself against evil.  God watches for our choices. Proverbs 11:18,19, 22:3, 24:1-4, Ephesians 5:16, 2 Thessalonians 3:2,3.

9. The company of evil people will distort the thinking of the believer and confuse his/her witness. Isaiah 5:20,  1 Corinthians 15:23.

10. There is no evil in God at all. Psalm 5:4, 1 John 1:5, 4:4.

11. God judges evil and will condemn it to the lake of fire for ever at the final judgement.  Psalm 34:16, Isaiah 13:11, Revelation 20:11ff

12. In spite of evil still existing in the world due to Satan's on-going presence throughout the Church Age, the Lord is still on the throne, and his hand is on all things. 

13. Satan only does things by "permission" and we are in the Lord's hands and so are, in Christ, safe. Job 1:6-12, Proverbs 16:3, 4, Isaiah 45 : 6, 7.

SIN:  SIN UNTO DEATH

1. There is a sin unto death (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11 :31,32)

2. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, where ultimate discipline is administered to the Christian due to unconfessed sin of a serious nature.

3. Confession of sin under the concept of I John 1:9 is the way to forgiveness.

4. Examples of sin unto death:-

(a)The Corinthian Pervert - (1 Corinthians 5)

(b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's table in an unworthy manner. (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

(c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)

(d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)

(e) Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5: 1 -1 1)

5. Whilst there is a sin unto death there is no condemnation to them in Christ Jesus - all believers (Romans 8:1).

6. The effect of the sin unto death is to reduce the time which a believer can spend on earth accumulating good of eternal worth.  The gold, silver and precious stones of I Corinthians 3:11-15.

CHAPTER 27 - THE YOKE OF BABYLON

JEREMIAH 27:1-11 THE YOKE OF THE NATIONS

1.  In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah came this word unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2  Thus saith the LORD to me; Make thee bonds and yokes, and put them upon thy neck. 3  And send them to the king of Edom, and to the king of Moab, and to the king of the Ammonites, and to the king of Tyrus, and to the king of Zidon, by the hand of the messengers which come to Jerusalem unto Zedekiah king of Judah; 4  And command them to say unto their masters, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Thus shall ye say unto your masters; 5  I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by my great power and by my outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet unto me. 6  And now have I given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve him. 7  And all nations shall serve him, and his son, and his son's son, until the very time of his land come: and then many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of him. 8  And it shall come to pass, that the nation and kingdom which will not serve the same Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and that will not put their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation will I punish, saith the LORD, with the sword, and with the famine, and with the pestilence, until I have consumed them by his hand. 9  Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to your enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: 10  For they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you far from your land; and that I should drive you out, and ye should perish. 11  But the nations that bring their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him, those will I let remain still in their own land, saith the LORD; and they shall till it, and dwell therein.”

REFLECTION
1.  In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah came this word unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2  Thus saith the LORD to me; Make thee bonds and yokes, and put them upon thy neck.

Jeremiah was asked by the Lord to act out what would happen to all the nations around about Judah as a result of their plots and schemes to defeat the rise of Babylonian power. The many small states, frustrated after over 200 years of Assyrian dominance now did not taste freedom, but rather simply another power that would rule over them. They sought independence and freedom from the great powers that extorted money from them at all times.

Tribute money would be demanded every year from these “client states”. It was in effect “protection money” and was demanded from all conquered people, and was a considerable burden, and it was meant to be. The superior power kept control of the finances to ensure no-one else was powerful enough to raise the money for weapons and the training of an army to challenge them.  If the tribute state served faithfully however, they saved money and they made money!
Jeremiah is told to make model yokes and chains for each of the nations mentioned by the Lord and he is to approach the ambassadors of each nation or city state as they visit Zedekiah in Jerusalem and present them with a yoke and length of chain each. This tells us that the foolish king of Judah was engaged in political intrigue with all these states and was carrying on secret meetings with their ambassadors planning an insurrection against the Babylonians. It was a “patriotic movement”, and to oppose it was to support excessive taxation and dominance; it was to be a traitor to Jewish nationalism. 

Pause and realise fully just what the Lord is asking Jeremiah to do here. He is being asked to stand against his own people and their desire for freedom from the Babylonian yoke of taxation. The American Revolution began with the cry, “no taxation without representation”, and so all of us understand the great drive to be free from the dominance of a foreign power. God’s words to Jeremiah indicated that Babylon was his chosen instrument to punish his people and that they were to accept the yoke and wait upon the Lord, not take up arms in any patriotic war. This was a time for patient humility and spiritual recovery; it was not the time for political action.  The spiritual here clashes head on with the political.
Nearly four hundred years before this time the prophet Ahijah had acted out the division of the kingdom after Solomon to Jeroboam. 1 Kings 11:26-40. One hundred years before Isaiah had been asked by the Lord to act out the slavery that was coming to the people because of their sins. Isaiah 20:2. In both cases the reasons for the judgment announced was idolatry; the worship of foreign gods. It remained the sin of the people. God was saying to them in effect, if you worship foreign gods, then get used to serving foreigners! If you seek freedom find it in serving the foreigners and restoring your spiritual status with me the true God of all, and then you will be set free by me. Ezekiel continued this form of address to the people, acting out various lessons for the people in Babylonian exile. Ezekiel 4, 5, 12, 24.

3  And send them to the king of Edom, and to the king of Moab, and to the king of the Ammonites, and to the king of Tyrus, and to the king of Zidon, by the hand of the messengers which come to Jerusalem unto Zedekiah king of Judah; 

The kings who were all plotting against Babylon were the ones named in these verses. Their messengers have been coming and going, and while they are meeting in secret, the King of Babylon will be aware of things through his spies and will be preparing his counter measures; both diplomatic and military. They were all fools to think they could prepare to rebel without this great king hearing of things through spies. 

Also, other than Tyre, these nations and cities had been Israel and Judah’s sworn enemies for over seven hundred years, and their paganism had caused judgments to be visited upon them all by God, both directly and through the agency of other nations. What hope was there in a rebellion that depended upon pagans, especially when they were being judged because of their own paganism? 

There was also a series of covenants with the king of Babylon whereby all these nations had sworn loyalty to the king of Babylon, and sworn to serve him. This oath had been sworn by Zedekiah in the name of God, and so he was under a solemn obligation before God to obey his oath and fulfil it by loyalty to the Babylonians. Patriotism was not a reason to break his oath! Ezekiel makes this point very clearly, as does Jeremiah in a number of later chapters. Ezekiel 17:11-18. All these nations will be judged for their oath breaking behaviours and patriotism will not be a reason that God will accept. 

Today we tend to believe that there are things that can be used to break our word, but the Lord makes it clear we are not to swear oaths we are not prepared to keep. Matthew 5:31-37, James 5:10-12.  

4  And command them to say unto their masters, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Thus shall ye say unto your masters; 5  I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by my great power and by my outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet unto me. 

Jeremiah is to command these ambassadors to deliver a message from the God of Judah, but who is also the God and Lord of all. These men would have been very concerned to receive such a message, for their embassy was meant to be secret, and this prophet approaches them in the palace streets and gives them a formal message and a “gift” of a yoke and chains! 

The message is that of what theologically is called “general revelation”. It is the message of power and control by the Lord of all. It is God’s way of saying to them that they have sovereignty over their nations and the areas around them only by the grace and mercy of God, and that they must be obedient to the Lord God or they will lose it all. It is God’s plan that is being followed not their own. Exodus 20:11, Job 26:5-14, Psalms 115:15-18, 135:10-12, 136:4-9, 146:3-6, 148:2-6, Isaiah 40:21-26. The creator God is also the God who rules over the earth and controls the governance of nations. Daniel 4:17ff. This is why the prophecies of Daniel could be so specific, for they are history written in advance by the one who controls all history.  

6  And now have I given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve him. 7  And all nations shall serve him, and his son, and his son's son, until the very time of his land come: and then many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of him. 

All the earth is the Lord’s to give to whosoever he desires, and he does decide to give over lands and peoples at times to discipline and when that occurs nothing will change things except repentance. Nebuchadnezzar is referred to as “my servant”, thereby making it clear to all who hear this prophecy that to oppose that king is to oppose the Lord God of the heavens and the earth who has made him king and ruler of nations for this time.  The “days of the Gentiles” have begun.
The prophecy makes it clear that he will not rule forever and that he too will be punished, but that the people must wait for the Lord to deliver them from Babylon, and must not raise up rebellion before they are delivered. They are to depend upon the Lord alone, set themselves right spiritually, and they are to wait for the Lord to deliver. They will serve him, his son and his grandson and then they will be delivered from him into a new rulership. They will have seventy years of servitude to Babylon, from 606 – 536 BC and then the kingdom will fall into the hands of the kings of the Medes and the Persians, just as Isaiah had prophesied. Isaiah 14:3-11.  The Jews will find their freedom spiritually only.
Nebuchadnezzar and his son and grandson will rule and serve themselves of the nations around about, but then “his time will come” and his nation will serve up a banquet of plunder for all around them. He has rulership of the land and even the animals, and they taxed them! Psalms 50:10-15. The Psalmist reminds us all that the Lord owns everything, we simply have use of things here, and he will deliver us in troubled times, for he has all the resources in his control. Notice the phrase, “the very time of his land come”. 

This reminds us that there is a plan that is being worked out and it is the Lord’s plan not man’s plan. The great king himself was told of this through Daniel, and possibly had a copy of Jeremiah’s words also, given his sending a special unit of soldiers to rescue the prophet after the final siege was broken. Daniel 2:36-38. The rise and fall of great Babylon is a warning to all who build great wealth without thought of the temporary nature of all wealth. The Lord gives us wealth to be used for his glory through the completion of his work, and if we practise this we will be prospered and useful upon the earth, but we will not be attached to our wealth, for we will see it as the great king of Babylon finally did. Daniel 4:23-37. 

It was Nebuchadnezzar’s grand-son Belshazzer who finally heard the words that his time was up, and even then tried to buy God’s judgment off by promoting his servant Daniel. Daniel 5:22-30. Daniel does not suffer in his post and is recognized by the conquering king and rules under him. Daniel 5:31-6:3. 

8  And it shall come to pass, that the nation and kingdom which will not serve the same Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and that will not put their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation will I punish, saith the LORD, with the sword, and with the famine, and with the pestilence, until I have consumed them by his hand. 9  Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to your enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: 

King Nebuchadnezzar is given sovereignty by God himself to rule over all the surrounding nations, for he is a central part of the plan of God for this day. Those who do not voluntarily serve the great king will be made slaves by him. The yokes and chains are to be given to the ambassadors of all the plotting nations to be solid evidence against them, that God has heard their plots and given formal warning to them, and if their plots are known to God they can be sure the King of Babylon, the “servant of the Lord”, will know of their plotting also. Ezekiel 17:19-21. Jeremiah persistently makes this point clear in all his messages throughout all of his ministry. There is no escaping the plan of God, nor the destiny that the Lord has for them. Those who seek to either fight the great king of Babylon or flee from him into Egypt will suffer death, for they are out of the plan of God for their lives. They must be obedient to the plan and walk where God wants them to or they will be lost to history. Jeremiah 25:17-29, 38:17-23, 42:7-22, 52:1-14. 

Jeremiah was persistently telling the truth and there were many false teachers and prophets who were just as consistently telling the lies that the people preferred to hear. As the false prophets, diviners and magicians opposed Moses, Exodus 7:11ff, just so the enemy has his false prophets through the ages to oppose all who stand for truth. In all ages discernment is called for, and ruthless strength to oppose evil in all it’s forms. Deuteronomy 18:9-22, Isaiah 8:19-22, 47:11-15, Micah 3:5-8, Zechariah 10:2. 

10  For they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you far from your land; and that I should drive you out, and ye should perish. 11  But the nations that bring their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him, those will I let remain still in their own land, saith the LORD; and they shall till it, and dwell therein.

There is blunt speaking here, and that is God’s way all through history. We either face the truth or reap the consequences of believing a lie. The enemy’s purpose in sending lying prophets is that the nations who believe the lies might be removed from their land and destroyed as peoples. Satan has a hatred of mankind at the core of his being, for it is man who condemns him by their response to the Gospel. 

The Angelic Conflict centres on the role of man in the condemnation of Satan and the fallen angels who went with him in rebellion against the sovereignty of God. Satan is the creator of discord and rebellion and uses it to destroy fallen men and women. He is a murderer from the beginning, for every person he can kill in unbelief is another human being joining him in the Lake of Fire. He seeks to bring as many down in rebellion against God, and the resultant life misery, as he can. He is malice personified. Refer to the doctrinal study on ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT.

This study explains why rebellion and all manner of evil has been a part of his policy since the beginning. Satan’s main desire is to secure unbelieving men and women in total rejection of God’s Plan and so make them willing pawns for his malice. All those caught in such an evil place perish both temporally and eternally, but they perish die to their own wilful choice against the Creator and Saviour God. Refer to doctrinal study of JUDGMENT: GREAT WHITE THRONE

The false prophets are deceived within their own hearts because they have idols there. They worship other forces, powers and things, rather than the Lord their God alone. The evil of Satan centres in pride, lusts and arrogance. It is pre-occupation with wealth, power, fame, sex, and position in society that deceives foolish men and women. They start to think such temporary things are important and so are open to satanic dominance and deception. Ezekiel was told this in Babylon several years after this time we are studying here. Ezekiel 14:1-11. 

The Lord says to Ezekiel that he deceives the false prophets. How can this be? If we reflect upon the study of the Angelic Conflict we see it quickly; the false prophets and the foolish elders of Israel are in the same place. Both groups have rejected doctrinal truth and are harbouring false viewpoints within, they worship “things” and so the Lord simply “hardens their hearts” – that is, he puts pressure upon them in their place of ignorance and foolishness – and so they are self deceived into greater foolishness. The Lord tests the hearts of man; he seeks obedience in the heart and life of us all. He seeks for us to deal with the idols in our hearts; to clear away any worship of things, and make the heart purely devoted to him alone. Refer to the doctrinal study CHURCH – WORSHIP AND PRAISE.

The promise from God, through the prophet, is transparent and honest. If the peoples around Judah will serve the great king of Babylon they will have prosperity in their lands. They will have enough prosperity to pay their taxes/tribute to him and have plenty over for their enjoyment of life, and they will have his peace and safety from attack, because that is the will of the Lord for them at this time. They will have security and prosperity because this is the path and will of God for them at this time. If they will accept the Lord’s will for them, put aside their nationalism, put aside their patriotism, put aside their pride and arrogance, then they will have the blessing that God has for them under Nebuchadnezzar. 

The Lord does not want us distracted by politics of any shape or form; he wants us solely fixed in our gaze upon his will for us upon the earth, in order that we might do it. We can carry nothing from this earth except the good works done in the power of the Holy Spirit, so let us focus upon Holy Spirit filled lives only and forget who “rules us”! The apostles did not care who was the Caesar of their day, and all were bad men at their time. All of the apostolic band focused upon the Lord’s will for them to fulfil, and that is to be our focus also. God’s plan accomplished in God’s power for His glory.
PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. WE HAVE ONE GOAL ALONE – THE LORD’S WILL FOR OUR LIFE. We are not here to be wealthy, powerful or famous. We are here to be his ambassadors, and so in whatever state or financial status we find ourselves, there we are to serve him. We are not to be distracted by anything that we cannot take with us out of this life.

2. THERE IS A YOKE TO BE WORN IN THIS LIFE. We have the choice as to whether we wear the yoke of the Lord Jesus Christ or that of deception and death. He wants us to wear a yoke and serve him, and he makes no secret of that. We are not here to relax and retire; we are here to work ploughing his field! His yoke is well made and fits perfectly for us; it is our path through life. If we reject the creator’s legitimate demands upon our service and life, then we will end up wearing the ill fitting yoke of slavery to the enemy of all mankind. His yoke is true slavery and ends in death.

3. THE LORD IS GOD OF HISTORY. We are either on the right side of history or the wrong side, but either way the path of history has been already set by God! It is the Lord who rules over this earth and the wise man and woman recognizes this and select their path according to what honours God and places them in the place of maximum service.

4. NATIONS RISE AND FALL ACCORDING TO THEIR PART IN THE PLAN. Politics is only understandable as you look back and see how God wove his purposes out through the will of fallen men. The Lord is working his purposes out and so let us not be distracted by power and the exercise of it, for the only one with real power is the Lord of all.

5. NATIONALISM AND PATRIOTISM MAY BE DISTRACTIONS FROM THE LORD’S PURPOSE FOR US. The Lord’s plan for this age is that nation states rule over their own areas, but at times the land and properties of one nation are seized by another. When this occurs we are not necessarily to take up arms and fight for that land and people’s return to their own sovereignty, we are to stop, pray and seek the Lord’s will in the matter, for he may be working his purpose out through the domination of one nation by another. Remember pastor, it is our obedience to the Lord’s Will to which we are called, not to national identity and integrity. Nebuchadnezzar was an imperialist tyrant, but he was God’s man for his time. Let us beware of jingoistic slogans, but rather let us hold to biblical revelation!

JEREMIAH 27:12-15 - WORDS TO THE KING CONCERNING THE YOKE

12  I spake also to Zedekiah king of Judah according to all these words, saying, Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and his people, and live. 13  Why will ye die, thou and thy people, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, as the LORD hath spoken against the nation that will not serve the king of Babylon? 14  Therefore hearken not unto the words of the prophets that speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you. 15  For I have not sent them, saith the LORD, yet they prophesy a lie in my name; that I might drive you out, and that ye might perish, ye, and the prophets that prophesy unto you.”

REFLECTION
12  I spake also to Zedekiah king of Judah according to all these words, saying, Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and his people, and live. 13 Why will ye die, thou and thy people, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, as the LORD hath spoken against the nation that will not serve the king of Babylon? 

Jeremiah directly addresses the client king of Judah and warns him of the path to life and the path to death. The king has already started negotiating with the foreign kings mentioned above but the Lord wants him warned again, so that he has no excuse for his disobedience to Nebuchadnezzar. Proverbs 1:28-33. From Jeremiah’s words it is clear that the king has already chosen the pathway of death, but he may still repent, so he is given opportunity. He is to serve the king of Babylon; that is the direct order from the Lord God of Judah and Israel. It will be personal pride that stops this man from living, and in his desire for renown and victory he will see his entire family and nation wiped out. His foolish people are enthusiastic supporters of his rebellion also and they will join him in death.

14  Therefore hearken not unto the words of the prophets that speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you.  15  For I have not sent them, saith the LORD, yet they prophesy a lie in my name; that I might drive you out, and that ye might perish, ye, and the prophets that prophesy unto you.

The voice of the false prophets sounded loudly and repetitively in the kingdom, and they were the king’s favourites. He preferred lies to truth for the truth demanded a response that involved rejecting personal pride and arrogance, and this man loved the new position he had and wanted it forever. He was as big a fool as every self centred person (read Narcissist) tends to be. Jehoiakim had been lifted up to kingship by the King of Egypt first, then confirmed by Nebuchadnezzar. He had owed his position to that king and all he had to do was serve him with loyalty and he would live, his family would live, and the entire nation would prosper. He rebelled and lost the lot, with his son Jehoiachin going into captivity in Babylon with most of his house. If Zedekiah wanted to enjoy kingship for all his life he had simply to serve the king of Babylon, and learn from the lessons of his predecessors, but his pride stopped him and so he lost everything. 

The prophets of his court were numerous and all agreed in their message. It was easy to believe the lies for they were numerous and consistently told, whereas the truth was told by Jeremiah and a few others alone; all the truth tellers were despised men by the court. The king had to utilize doctrine and apply wisdom, and he had neither and was found by God guilty on both counts, for he had plenty of opportunity to learn doctrine and to look around him and grow in wisdom. Like Solomon wealth and power turned his heart. 1 Kings 11:1-10, 2 Kings 24:18-20. 

We face the same challenge today, with many who claim to be the prophets of God, yet whose lives are filled with adultery and other lusts. We must confront this challenge and meet it squarely head on. The enemy will always have more voices speaking for him than the Lord has for truth, and we must be alert and discerning, applying the Word of Truth into every situation we face. The enemy has power and oratory! 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12, 1 John 4:1-6, 2 John 7-11, 3 John 9-11.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THERE IS A PATH OF LIFE AND A PATH OF DEATH FOR EACH OF US. We are called to select the path that the Lord would have us walk through this life, that we might honour and serve him alone. We are called to learn, believe, and apply the Word of Truth into daily life and so prosper in his path for us. Refer to the doctrinal study GOD:  DIVINE GUIDANCE

JEREMIAH 27:16-22 - WORDS TO THE PEOPLE CONCERNING THE YOKE.

16  Also I spake to the priests and to all this people, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Hearken not to the words of your prophets that prophesy unto you, saying, Behold, the vessels of the LORD's house shall now shortly be brought again from Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you. 17  Hearken not unto them; serve the king of Babylon, and live: wherefore should this city be laid waste? 18  But if they be prophets, and if the word of the LORD be with them, let them now make intercession to the LORD of hosts, that the vessels which are left in the house of the LORD, and in the house of the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem, go not to Babylon. 19  For thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the pillars, and concerning the sea, and concerning the bases, and concerning the residue of the vessels that remain in this city. 20  Which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took not, when he carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem; 21  Yea, thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels that remain in the house of the LORD, and in the house of the king of Judah and of Jerusalem; 22  They shall be carried to Babylon, and there shall they be until the day that I visit them, saith the LORD; then will I bring them up, and restore them to this place.”

REFLECTION

16  Also I spake to the priests and to all this people, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Hearken not to the words of your prophets that prophesy unto you, saying, Behold, the vessels of the LORD's house shall now shortly be brought again from Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you. 

The vessels of the Lord’s house had been seized by Nebuchadnezzar when he took the city from Jehoiakim, as a warning that more would be taken if rebellion was raised against him. 2 Kings 24:12-17, 2 Chronicles 36:9-16. Notice the last words of the Chronicles passage, “until there was no remedy”. This is the sad truth, for this King rejected the truth consistently and his people urged this policy also. 2 Timothy 2:17-19.

A false prophet is known by the failure of their prophecy to come true. These men and women were preaching lies but they gave false hope to people who wanted to believe that they would be blessed because of where they lived rather than how they lived. This was the root of the error of these people; they believed that being in Jerusalem would save them; that the city itself was blessed of the Lord and he would not see it destroyed. The evidence of three captures of the city in the recent years was ignored and they believed that there would not be a fourth! God kept his servant Jeremiah speaking to these fools so that none of them could say, they were not told. Isaiah 9:15-21, 2 Timothy 3:1-17, 4:1-5.

17  Hearken not unto them; serve the king of Babylon, and live: wherefore should this city be laid waste? 18  But if they be prophets, and if the word of the LORD be with them, let them now make intercession to the LORD of hosts, that the vessels which are left in the house of the LORD, and in the house of the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem, go not to Babylon. 

The king must decide who he is to believe and make his choice public. He must face the issue squarely and open himself up to the possibility of being shown up as wrong in the eyes of the people. He must stand against the common people and identify the truth, even though it is unpopular. If he does this he will live and he will deliver his people. It will be too late for them to wait until the last siege before deciding what is true and what is false, but Jeremiah makes it clear that on that final day they will know he has told them the truth. He challenges them to faith application right now and to repent of their stupidity and serve the Lord rather than simply depending for safety on their proximity to his Temple. James 5:16-20.

19  For thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the pillars, and concerning the sea, and concerning the bases, and concerning the residue of the vessels that remain in this city. 20  Which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took not, when he carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem; 

Jeremiah speaks not just of the plate and other silver and gold from the Temple, he speaks also of the “pillars” and the bronze laver and other great pieces of ornate furniture in the Temple courtyard. There was great wealth left in the city after the second seizure of the city by Nebuchadnezzar. This was unusual and gracious on his part and that fact had been overlooked by the people and their king. A foreign king who took a city could take it all; he was under no obligation to save anything for the people in the city. He did not take it all the first two times, but the third time he took the city he would seize everything, from Temple, palaces, and every common household. 

21  Yea, thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels that remain in the house of the LORD, and in the house of the king of Judah and of Jerusalem; 22  They shall be carried to Babylon, and there shall they be until the day that I visit them, saith the LORD; then will I bring them up, and restore them to this place

Jeremiah now firmly lays his prophetic reputation on the line publicly, as is required of the prophet. All prophecy must be public(unless there are specific secrecy requirements for the safety of those hearing the words), and it must be falsifiable. Jeremiah specifically states what the Lord has revealed to him and makes it clear that they will all, in that day, know who has spoken for the Lord and who has spoken lies in the Lord’s name. 

He gives them also the good news, that a later generation, well after all their deaths, will bring these vessels back to the city and the (rebuilt) Temple. There is good news for the vessels of Solomon’s Temple, but it will be many years until it is fulfilled. Finally these vessels were taken by the Romans into captivity in 70 AD as recorded in stone on the Arch of Titus in Rome. Daniel 5:1-4, Ezra 1:1-11, 2:1-70. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. A PROPHET IS KNOWN BY HIS OR HER TRUTH, AND BY THE HOLINESS OF THEIR LIFE. The truth of words of the lips and the godliness of the life are the twin tests of a prophet and we are ordered to apply this test every time a person claims to speak in the Lord’s name to the church.

2. PLEASANT WORDS ARE NOT NECESSARILY TRUE WORDS. We are called to truth, whether it is pleasant or unpleasant. The Lord wants us to face reality, not live in fantasy. Christianity is a real faith not a fake one, and demands confrontation with reality, not living in fantasy.

3. THE PAST GIVES US CLUES AS TO HOW THE LORD WORKS IN THE PRESENT, AND HOW HE WILL WORK IN THE FUTURE. We are not left without evidence of the working of God through history, and the entire biblical record is an account of his dealings with mankind. The Lord works on the basis of his perfect character, his perfect plan and his purposes in time and for eternity. All that we need to know to predict the future is there in the Biblical record. Our challenge is to open the Bible and get to know the truth there and draw close every day to the author through the filling of the Holy Spirit. Refer to doctrinal study of BIBLE:  WORD OF GOD

TOPICS

ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT

1. There is an angelic conflict and it is intimately related to our presence in this world.

2. ETERNITY PAST

[a] Initially God created angels. At creation we are told that there was unity as all the angels sang in unison.

[b] Satan as Lucifer with the title Son of the Morning was the head of the angels. Isaiah 14. Ezekiel 28:12-15

[c] It is noted that the Lord Jesus Christ is now called Son of the Morning in 2 Peter 1 showing that the Lord replaced Satan as a result of His victory at the Cross.

3. FALL OF SATAN

[a] Satan became proud and attempted a coup d’etat against God in Isaiah 14:12-17 

[b] When Satan fell he took one third of the angels with him. Revelation 12:9. 

[c] The angels who exist forever therefore fall into two permanent groups

(i) Elect Angels  who remained faithful to God (1 Timothy 5:21)

(ii)
Fallen angels who chose to follow Satan who fall into two categories:-


(1)
Imprisoned ones who were made inoperative at the time of the Flood (Jude 6, 2 Peter 2:4)


(2)
Demons who are currently operative (1 Corinthians 10:20,21, Mark 5:1-20)

[d] There is therefore a spiritual warfare between elect and fallen angels, which affects the human race. (Ephesians, 6:12, Revelation 12)

4. SENTENCE ON THE FALLEN ANGELS

[a] In eternity past Satan and the fallen angels were judged and sentenced to the Lake of Fire - Matthew 24;51

[b] It would appear that Satan appealed against his sentence and said "how can a God of Love sentence any of his creatures to the lake of fire?"

[c] The answer is in the character of God who is HOLY as well as LOVE. His holiness can only judge sin and rebellion.

[d] The lake of fire therefore was not created for man. Man ends up in the lake of fire due to his own negative attitude towards God.

5. MAN’S ROLE IN THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

[a] This sentence which was given before man existed has not yet executed and will not be so until the end of the Millennium in Revelation 20:10. 

[b] There must be a long lapse of time before the sentence is executed with this period being taken up with the whole of human history. Therefore the purpose of the existence of the human race and its relation to God can only be explained as a testimony to the angels.

[c] Through the creation of man God provides a clear legal witness to Satan and his angels of their sin. The whole of human history is to prove certain points to the angels. Things can happen in your life as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ and these can only be explained as a testimony to the angels.

6. FALL OF MAN AND VICTORY OF THE GOD MAN

[a] Man starts off lower than the angels. Hebrews 2:9 tells us that Jesus Christ made Himself a little lower than the angels.

[b] Although Adam failed to be victorious the Lord Jesus Christ replaces Adam in history and won the battle in His humanity. 1 Corinthians 15:22 tells us that in Adam all die, in Christ shall all be made alive.

[c] A new form of creature judges come into existence and will judge the angels 1 Corinthians 6:1-3

7. SIMILARITIES BETWEEN ANGELS AND MAN

[a] Angels and mankind have a number of parallels with human free will being tested in exactly the same way as angelic free will.

[b] Angels began in innocence and full obedience to God (Job 38:7 Ezekiel 28:14-15)

Man began in innocence (Genesis 2:25)

Angels sinned - rebellion of Satan (Isaiah 14:12-14)

Man sinned - rebellion of Adam (Genesis 3:1-7)

Angels are divided into two categories - elect or fallen.

Man is divided into two categories - believers and unbelievers. (John 3:36)

8. ADAM AND FREEWILL

[a] God created Adam and Eve, to show Satan that mankind, created lower than angels (Hebrews 2:6-7), would choose to obey God. Mankind therefore, by a choice of freewill, would decide whether to obey God and be blessed, or to disobey God and be judged (the same choice that Satan had).

[b] A test was instituted for man's freewill - obedience to God or disobedience. (Genesis 2:16-17).  Adam - and therefore all mankind - sinned and thereby rebelled against God.  All of mankind, therefore, is in the same condition of sinful rebellion as Satan.

[c] However, God instituted another test of freewill for mankind - will they choose to return to God through Jesus Christ, or will they choose to continue in sin and rebellion (John 3:16, 2 Peter 3:9).

[d] Anyone who chooses to return to God will be saved; anyone who chooses to remain in rebellion to God will be judged in the lake of fire, the same fate as Satan (Matthew 25:41)

[e] Therefore, by the work of Christ on the cross, and man's freewill faith in Christ, God has vindicated His love to save and His justice to judge.

9. RESOLUTION OF THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

Stage 1 - Salvation - by faith, man is saved and made positionally superior to angels (Hebrews 2:6-7)

Stage 2 - Christian Walk - by faith, the believer overcomes Satan (Ephesians 6:10-17)

Stage 3 - Eternity -in Christ, the believer will judge Satan and his fallen angels (Hebrews 2:8, 1 Corinthians 6:3)

10. THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES

Angels watch the human race. (1 Corinthians 4:9, Ephesians 3:10, 1 Timothy 5:21, 1 Peter 1:12).  Elect angels rejoice 

every time someone is saved (Luke 15:10)

11. THREE BASIC QUESTIONS

The angelic conflict answers three basic questions:-

[a] Why man? Inside man is a soul with mentality and freewill which when linked together resolves the angelic conflict, (Colossians 2:14-15, Hebrews 2). The cross is the real victory in the angelic conflict.

[b] Why sin? Sin resolves stage 1 of the plan of God (see paragraph 9). At the cross sin was judged and the barrier between man and God was removed so that man's relationship with God depends on his free will. Every time a person accepts Christ, elect angels rejoice. In the garden man was innocent and all he had to do was stay away from one tree. Now man is guilty he has to come to a tree (the cross). (Genesis 2:17, 1 Peter 2:24).

[c] Why suffering? Suffering resolves the issue in Stage 2. Suffering involves the promise principle. (1 Peter 1:7-8, Romans 5:2-4). Suffering is designed for blessing and is a further blow to Satan. It is to demonstrate the love of God in a way that cannot be done in eternity as in eternity there is no more sorrow, pain or death. (Revelation 21:4)

12. STAGES IN THE CONFLICT [SEE SATANIC ATTACK ON THE PLAN OF GOD]

[a] From the fall of man to the ascension of Christ the line of Christ and Jesus Christ himself were the target of attack. Once the ascension was a fact in history Satan was unable to attack the line of the Saviour.

[b] The resurrection, ascension and session of the Lord Jesus Christ caused intensification in the angelic conflict.

[c] Once Christ is glorified at the right hand of the Father the angelic conflict becomes intensified in the Church age. 

[d] Every Church Age believer is now a target and because of this every believer has had special provisions made for him:

(i) Indwelling of the Holy Spirit (John 14:17)

(ii) Indwelling of Jesus Christ (John 14:23)

(iii) Completed canon of Scripture (1 Corinthians 13:10)

13. PROGRESSION TO THE LAKE OF FIRE

This explains the actions of the Lord Jesus Christ from the time he sat down at the right hand of the Father until the Last Judgment. Psalm 110:1 says “The Lord [God the Father] said to my Lord [God the Son], Sit thou at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool.”

[a] The first stage – Insurgency warfare – Pentecost - Rapture

During this time He calls out the personnel who will replace the angelic council members who have been condemned 1 Corinthians 4:8, 6:1-3, 2 Timothy 2:12, Revelation 3:21

The angelic council comprises God and all the angels as seen in 1 Kings 22:19-23 and 2 Chronicles 18:18-23

[b] The second Stage – Rapture to Second Advent - Confrontation

During this time the new members of the angelic council are evaluated in relation to their divine and human good, rewarded [1 Corinthians 3:11-15], they lose their old sin nature and have a resurrection body. The rebellious members, Satan and his followers are cast out of heaven Revelation 12:4

[c] The third stage – Second Advent – Victory Stage

Christ casts Satan and the fallen angels into hell for a thousand years and rightfully asserts His authority.

[d] The fourth stage – The Last Judgment. The Lake of Fire was created for Satan and his angels Matthew 25:41 

Satan is cast into the Lake of Fire with the demons and the unbelievers. Unbelievers join them in the Lake of Fire because they have not accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. The old creation is destroyed and a new heavens and a new earth provided by God. At that point all knees shall bow and the promise of making His enemies His footstool will have been fulfilled.

14. THE BELIEVERS AND RESULT OF THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

The result of the angelic conflict:

Stage 1 - Salvation - saved mankind is positionally superior to angels;

Stage 2 - Christian Walk - through suffering the believer develops his faith towards Christ to such an extent that he thereby shows the fallen angels the certainty of their doom;

Stage 3 - Heaven - In eternity the believer in his resurrection body will be physically superior to angels.

15. CONCLUSION

Through the fall of man Satan obtained control of the world though not necessarily control of mankind. 

What makes it possible for man to live in the Devil's world and not be under his control? - free will. 

By using The Word of God you can make decisions that are completely against Satan and his concepts. 

Satan is the ruler of this world. (2 Corinthians 4:4, John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, Ephesians 2:2) 

However we have the Bible - the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16) We should know it and use it.

JUDGMENT:  GREAT WHITE THRONE

1. The judgment of the Great White Throne is the last judgment. (Revelation 20:11, 15)

2. Only the unsaved are judged at the last judgment as there is no judgment for Christians. (Romans 8:1)

3. The last judgment occurs at the end of the Millennium. (Revelation 20:7-15)

4. The unsaved are judged according to their works from the Books of Works (Revelation 20:12)

5. The judgment is to show that the Human works of man cannot satisfy the justice of God. God is totally fair and shows that he is only satisfied by "The Good Work". The death of Christ on the Cross.

6. Having shown the unsaved they have failed to satisfy the holiness of God, the condemned are cast into the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:15)

CHURCH: WORSHIP AND PRAISE

1. The Hebrew word used in worship is "Shoko" - to bow down.

2. The Greek words are as follows:-

a) proskueo - prostrate yourself. (1 Corinthians 14:5)

b) sebomai - lack of arrogance. (Matthew 15:9)

c) sebazomai - stand in awe. (Romans 1:25)

d) eusebeo - act with devotion. (Acts 17:23)

3. Worship is the attitude of the believer when he approaches God in awe, fear and respect. (1 Chronicles 29:20, Matthew 22:21, Romans 13:17)

4. We should never be casual or flippant with God. (John 13:13, Hebrew 10:19-21)

5. Worship is an expression of bible doctrine that a believer has in him and is applying. All expression of doctrine is worship. (Nehemiah 8:6-10, 9:3)

6. We must worship the Lord in spirit, controlled by the Spirit, and in truth, reflecting doctrine accurately. (John 4:23-24)

7. It is therefore of critical importance that we worship in accordance with biblical doctrines. This is especially important in singing as because of pleasant music it is easy to forget or ignore the meaning of the words being sung.

8. People worshipped the Lord Jesus Christ. (Matthew 2:11, 9:38)

9. People who do not worship God will worship demons. (Deuteronomy 8:19-20, 11:16, 30:17-20, Romans 1:25)

10. All will eventually bow before Jesus Christ and acknowledge Him as Lord, either for blessing or before they are judged eternally. (Isaiah 45:23, Romans 14:11, Philippians 2:10)

11. In eternity there will be perfect worship as there will be perfect knowledge of doctrine. (Revelation 4:8-11)

12. Worship begins at salvation. (Mark 5:1-10, 18-20)

13. Worship expresses a believers concentration on his Lord. (Psalms 29, 66, 96 , John 12:1-11)

14. The song of worship. (1 Chronicles 16:7-36)

15. We worship through:-

a) Reading God's Word. (Colossians 4:16, 1 Thessalonians 5:27, 1 Timothy 4:13)

b) Studying God's Word. (2 Timothy 2:15, 3:15)

c) Teaching God's Word. (Acts 2:42, 6:7, 12:24, 18:28, 1 Timothy 4:6, 2 Timothy 1:13, 2:2)

d) Preaching God's Word. (2 Timothy 4:2)

e) The sacrifice of our praise. (Hebrews 13:15)

f) The sacrifice of our good works. (Hebrews 13:16)

g) The sacrifice of our bodies. (Romans 12:1)

h) The sacrifice of our substance. (Philippians 4:18)

i) The receiving of His Son. (John 1:11-12)

j) The keeping of the Ordinances. (1 Corinthians 11:2)

k) Through the singing of Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs. (Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16, James 5:13)

l) Prayers, Intercessions, Supplications and Thanksgiving. (Acts 2:42, Ephesians 6:18, Philippians 4:6, Colossians 4:2, 1 Thessalonians 5:17, 1 Timothy 2:1-2, 8)

16. Praise

a) Praise and thanksgiving are linked in worship. (1 Chronicles 23:30)

b) When they praised the Lord at the dedication of Solomon's Temple the glory of the Lord filled the house of God. (2 Chronicles 5:13,14)

c) Praise always glorifies God. (Psalm 50:231

d) When Paul and Silas praised God by singing hymns in prison God acted for them. (Acts 16:25)

e) The Jews were delivered when they sang praises to the Lord. (2 Chronicles 20:21,22)

f) Praise is important in missionary work. (Psalm 96)

g) Praise is a feature of the Godly home. (Psalm 118:15)

h) Jesus Christ praises God in the midst of the Church (Hebrews 2:12)

BIBLE:  WORD OF GOD – HEBREWS 4:12

4:12  “For the Word of God is quick and powerful, sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of the soul and the spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”   

How powerfully this verse points out the marvellous work of the Word of God in our lives. The word truly cuts us about if we let it loose within our hearts and minds. This is God’s purpose.  Note the characteristics of the Word of God here:

1. It is always living.  Religion and its way of life is dead, but God’s Word is alive, and makes the hearer alive and able to enjoy life.  John 10:10.

2. It is powerful.  It is energetic in the soul, always achieving it’s desired results once it is let loose in the soul of the believer.  Power is only effective when the switch is turned one, and we must ensure that the filling of the Holy Spirit is operational (no unconfessed sin in our life and the Bible open before us) so that God’s power is able to channel through us.

3. God’s Word then will do its work and it is “sharp” as a sword.  The Word cuts through to the truth and shows us how we must sort out our life.

4. It is compared to the short fighting sword of the Roman Army, the machaira. This was a weapon that revolutionised warfare, for the soldier was never off balance when using it, and was able to defeat an enemy with a far larger weapon.  It was designed to thrust straight through an enemy to their heart or head, and that is what God’s Word does;   it penetrates our very life.

5. God’s Word pierces us and gets to the real issues straight away, right to joints and marrow.  This was the way in the ancient world that you said, it gets to,  “the heart of the matter”.

6. It separates us from misconceptions, and from the errors of thinking that so easily lead us astray from the path of truth, be they emotional attachments(heart), or false categories of thinking(mind).

7. The word is a discerner.  God’s Word alone lets us see our motivation and it’s implications, and lets us see, as an astute critic does, exactly what we have forgotten or fallen short in.  It corrects us in both the thinking and the emotions, correcting facts and will; showing us if our love has grown cold, or our thinking slack! 

CHAPTER 28 - THE “COUNTER PROPHECY” TO THE TRUE ONE

JEREMIAH 28:1-11 - HANANIAH’S FALSE PROPHECY

1  And it came to pass the same year, in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth year, and in the fifth month, that Hananiah the son of Azur the prophet, which was of Gibeon, spake unto me in the house of the LORD, in the presence of the priests and of all the people, saying, 2  Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. 3  Within two full years will I bring again into this place all the vessels of the LORD's house, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this place, and carried them to Babylon: 4  And I will bring again to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, with all the captives of Judah, that went into Babylon, saith the LORD: for I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon. 5  Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests, and in the presence of all the people that stood in the house of the LORD, 6  Even the prophet Jeremiah said, Amen: the LORD do so: the LORD perform thy words which thou hast prophesied, to bring again the vessels of the LORD's house, and all that is carried away captive, from Babylon into this place. 7  Nevertheless hear thou now this word that I speak in thine ears, and in the ears of all the people; 8  The prophets that have been before me and before thee of old prophesied both against many countries, and against great kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of pestilence. 9  The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the prophet shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that the LORD hath truly sent him. 10  Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from off the prophet Jeremiah's neck, and brake it. 11  And Hananiah spake in the presence of all the people, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Even so will I break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck of all nations within the space of two full years. And the prophet Jeremiah went his way.”

REFLECTION
For every true servant of the Lord, it would appear, there are ten who speak evil as if it is good. The truth has been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah and then the satanically inspired false prophet Hananiah rises up to speak lies in God’s name. This man appears to be a true servant of the Lord, and looks and speaks as if he is, but he is a false prophet. Refer to the doctrinal studies on ANGELS – SATAN’S STRATEGY, ANGELS – SATAN’S WORK, and ANGELS – SATANIC REVIVAL below, ANGELS – SATANIC ATTACK on page 50 and ANGELS – SATANIC ATTACK ON BELIEVERS on page 52. The early apostle said, “we are not ignorant of his devices”, 2 Corinthians 2:11, but sadly many today are. This man Hananiah is a good example of the sort of false prophet and teacher that abound today, spreading falsehood as if it is truth.

1  And it came to pass the same year, in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth year, and in the fifth month, that Hananiah the son of Azur the prophet, which was of Gibeon, spake unto me in the house of the LORD, in the presence of the priests and of all the people, saying,  2  Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. 3  Within two full years will I bring again into this place all the vessels of the LORD's house, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this place, and carried them to Babylon: 

The truth is now clearly spelled out by the prophet of God after the contents of chapter 27 are given to the people and the king’s court, and some would think that the enemy would keep his head down after such a strong prophetic word from Jeremiah, but that expectation is to betray a lack of knowledge of “Satan’s devices” on the part of the believer involved. When the truth is strongly stated the enemy will equally strongly and dramatically state the error.

The date of this confrontation is clearly stated; it is in the fourth year of Zedekiah, in the fifth month of that year. There are exactly five years and five months before Zedekiah will finally rebel, and another one year and eleven months before the city will fall and all that Jeremiah has said be fulfilled. 2 Kings 24:18 – 25:11. 

The false prophet is the court favourite and boldly approaches Jeremiah with all the arrogance of false prophets down the ages. Do not mistake confidence for truth, nor sincerity for accuracy! These people are arrogantly confident in their ignorance, and sincerely wrong. Sincerity is no guarantee of anything, nor is confidence! This man is genuinely deceived and truly sincere in his error, he is not a simple con man. Is he satanic or carnal?  We are left wondering. This man claims a specific prophetic word and meets the challenge to state the time frame of the prophetic word and his words are falsifiable. They will be proved false within two years, but this word will create mischief in the meantime and this man must be silenced before the people create more problems with the Babylonians.

4  And I will bring again to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, with all the captives of Judah, that went into Babylon, saith the LORD: for I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon. 5  Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests, and in the presence of all the people that stood in the house of the LORD, 

This prophetic word is interesting, for it tells us that this man did not curry favour with the present king, and it may give us a glimpse of the hatred felt by most of the people towards Zedekiah as the Babylonian appointment. Of course Jehoiakim was both the Egyptian and Babylonian appointee, but he gained popular approval by rebellion and it may be the psychology of Zedekiah’s rebellion is revealed in this fact. He very precisely prophesies that the young king Jehoiachin will return with the captives, and the goods from the Temple, and that Babylonian power will be broken. What hope did these people have of this?  In our day we have newspapers and television and so information reaches us quickly and reasonably accurately, but in this day people would not hear news of the world outside their village for years at times! 

Even 650 years later in the Roman Empire, where travel was more common and news did travel, Paul meets disciples of John the Baptist in Ephesus, and they had neither heard of John’s death, nor of his testimony towards Jesus, and yet these events had occurred twenty years before! Acts 19:1-7. The people in Jerusalem would not have known much at all of events outside their land and may have believed rumours of Babylonians defeats, and they did not have any means of finding out truth except from the camel drivers who passed through, and they were not met by many, and possibly not trusted anyway in such times of war. The people’s ignorance allows the false prophet to prey upon their gullibility. 

6  Even the prophet Jeremiah said, Amen: the LORD do so: the LORD perform thy words which thou hast prophesied, to bring again the vessels of the LORD's house, and all that is carried away captive, from Babylon into this place. 7  Nevertheless hear thou now this word that I speak in thine ears, and in the ears of all the people; 8  The prophets that have been before me and before thee of old prophesied both against many countries, and against great kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of pestilence
Jeremiah is not being sarcastic, as we would know sarcasm, for he truly wishes the words of this man were true. He recognizes that his desire is for the words of Hananiah to be true, but they are not! Having expressed his desire for the false words to be true Jeremiah then gives the clear and definitive words of the Lord regarding the fate of these people and this city and he reminds the people that the men of God had to announce judgment far more than they announced peace and plenty. If the message was peace and plenty then it was a simple matter of the priest serving and the preacher teaching; there was no need for a prophet to announce peace for it was there in the scriptures. The only bona fide work of the prophet was to warn of the Lord’s judgment.

If we look back we see this is the pattern within the Old Testament, and even within the New. The prophetic message is nearly always a burden and a warning; it is rarely an announcement of good news, for that is the preacher’s role. Refer to Elijah, 1 Kings 17:1ff, 21:21-24, Micaiah, 1 King 22:17, Elisha in 2 Kings 8:1, Joel 1:1-20, Hosea 2:11-12, Amos 1-4, Micah 3:12, Isaiah 2-6. All these prophets bring burdens of judgment and warnings to the people to repent and change their minds before the hand of God moves against them. The pattern of prophetic revelation is a harsh one and the burden of prophecy more a warning than a word of comfort. Acts 13:1, 15:32, 20:22-23, 21:9-10.

9  The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the prophet shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that the LORD hath truly sent him. 10  Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from off the prophet Jeremiah's neck, and brake it. 

The principle that, “fulfilment certifies the prophet’, as stated clearly by Moses, is referred to by Jeremiah here. Deuteronomy 18:15-22. The natural message of the prophet is to warn of war, not promise peace, for peace is the natural outcome of good biblical teaching and obedient response, so no prophet is needed for such a message, as it is so obvious! If this man is from God then his words will be true and will be proved so, but it will be unusual for them to be true, for this is not a normal prophetic message! 

Jeremiah is giving this man Hananiah plenty of time to repent and making it clear what the biblical principles are. This man is left without excuse for his words, and then he compounds his judgment by his next action. He seizes the yoke off Jeremiah’s neck and smashes it on the hard ground. Ezekiel speaks of all the false prophets who prophesied peace when there was none, and condemns them all. Ezekiel 13:1-16. They are roundly and severely condemned because their words deceive and mislead the people to their destruction. Malachi 3:13-15.  Drama certifies nothing except that the person involved is an actor.
11  And Hananiah spake in the presence of all the people, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Even so will I break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck of all nations within the space of two full years. And the prophet Jeremiah went his way

This man is determined to maintain that he is a true prophet and Jeremiah is false. It is this last point that should have caused him to hesitate, and the people to doubt him. He is so sure of himself that he does not pause at all, but plunges further into evil. He has been wrong up to this point, and could have said at any point, “let me pray about this again”, and so bought time for change, but to move on as he does here is to open himself to total judgment, just as Korah, Dathan and Abiram did. Numbers 16:1-38. 

Once again he speaks with a clear prophecy and time frame of two years. Con men are normally more careful than this.  He will be proved a false prophet by failure of fulfilment. Violence on the part of the false prophet against the true is a factor of history, and as we have seen many times before, the people of God must get used to being abused. 1 Kings 22:1-38. All the man of God can do is what Jeremiah does here; he walked sadly away. This tells us that the people welcomed the contest and by acclamation Hananiah was declared the winner. Proverbs 14:6-12.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. BEWARE OF A PROPHET WHO ALWAYS BRINGS GOOD NEWS. This was not the purpose, nor was it the normal message of the biblical prophet. They were traditionally the men and women who warned and advised in difficult times of dangers and judgment. A prophet was unnecessary in days of strong application of doctrine except to encourage by Biblical teaching, for specific prophetic words, coming above and beyond the Word of God were only needed when there was danger. Acts 11:27-30, 21:10-11.


2. EXPECT ARROGANCE ON THE PART OF A FALSE PROPHET. Like Korah, Dathan and Abiram the false prophet and false teacher will always stand firmly against the man or woman of God without any hesitation. They are mighty in their own eyes and have no shame, nor humility. It is this fruit of arrogance that proves the origin of their words.


3.  PUBLIC SUPPORT AND APPROVAL RATINGS MEAN NOTHING.  God does not work by majority vote, nor need man’s “approval ratings”; God requires our obedience to truth only.

JEREMIAH 28:12-17 - THE LORD’S ANSWER TO HANANIAH

12  Then the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah the prophet, after that Hananiah the prophet had broken the yoke from off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 13  Go and tell Hananiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast broken the yokes of wood; but thou shalt make for them yokes of iron. 14  For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; I have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall serve him: and I have given him the beasts of the field also. 15  Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; The LORD hath not sent thee; but thou makest this people to trust in a lie. 16  Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will cast thee from off the face of the earth: this year thou shalt die, because thou hast taught rebellion against the LORD. 17  So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh month.”

REFLECTION
12  Then the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah the prophet, after that Hananiah the prophet had broken the yoke from off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying,  13  Go and tell Hananiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast broken the yokes of wood; but thou shalt make for them yokes of iron. 14  For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; I have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall serve him: and I have given him the beasts of the field also. 

Jeremiah has left the scene and spent likely a great deal of time in prayer after this incident, for it shows just how far gone the nation truly is. During a time of quiet, away from the pagan crowd, the word of the Lord comes to the prophet again. The Lord’s words are once again very specific regarding the judgment to be announced upon the people, and the nations around about, and the prophet who has presumptuously spoken in the Lord’s name. 

The false prophet has dramatically broken the yoke of wood, but it was simply a symbol and it is replaced by a far more serious symbol, that of a yoke of iron. They will not break the Lord’s yoke! Even the animals have been given over to the king of Babylon, so the people have no hope unless they repent quickly. They will all, that is all who survive, serve the king of Babylon, and there will be no escape. Daniel 2:36-38, 9:1-8.

15  Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; The LORD hath not sent thee; but thou makest this people to trust in a lie.  16  Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will cast thee from off the face of the earth: this year thou shalt die, because thou hast taught rebellion against the LORD. 17  So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh month

When a person stands and speaks in the Lord’s name they must take the consequences of their actions fully upon themselves and so Hananiah learns that it is not a light thing to claim what he has claimed unjustifiably. He has caused the people to believe in lies and so misled the flock of the Lord into danger. He has failed as a shepherd and so is judged harshly as the shepherd always is! James 3:1. It is a dangerous thing to speak in the Lord’s name when you lie as we saw with Korah and company! Numbers 16:28-35, Deuteronomy 6:12-15, 13:5-11, Amos 9:8-9, Zechariah 13:2-5. 

Within two months this man dies, who arrogantly spoke for the Lord without authority to do so. Let us be very scared of doing anything that brings us close to this sort of behaviour, for the Sin Unto Death awaits all those who claim what the Lord has not given them and arrogantly oppose the true servant of the Lord. 

I have seen this in operation twice in my own ministry and it was a fearful thing to behold. The first case was unknown to me, the second I had revealed to me before the event. The first case occurred when I was called of the Lord to re-open a church in a provincial town with evangelism and biblical teaching in a community that had only known legalism for many years. The wife of the local Anglican Vicar seriously attacked me in public, without my knowledge of her campaign. Within two months she was dead of a serious cancer that she did not know she had and the people of the town recognized the hand of God in her death.  I simply carried on my work oblivious to what was occurring. 

The second was an elderly prophet in a church I ministered in. He had been a faithful servant of the Lord, but it was time for him to step aside and let the young men who had been trained by myself take leadership, for his public service gifting was over. He stayed leading in his pride based desire to be “up front” still, rather than as a prayer warrior now. The leadership team counselled him to step aside and let others take the lead, but he insisted on being there “on stage” each week, and so the Lord struck him dumb with a stroke, and placed him, until his death a year later, back in the congregation where he could pray, but not participate in any other way. 

It is a dangerous thing to usurp a role in leadership that the Lord has not gifted you for, and called you into, or continue after the Lord has set you aside. Note the two parts of this sentence! Even with the gift of pastor-teacher it may be that the Lord wants you to step aside for others, or remain in the background and simply mentor the new generation. A spiritual gifting does not mean it is always publicly exercised. 

Each gift requires prayer for it’s application into each new situation and none of us as pastors can afford to simply “step into a role” unless the Lord specifically wants us there, at that time and place. We are in the Lord’s work and must seek his face in all our decisions regarding service at all times and in all places. We need to be more fearful of accepting roles and responsibilities than we often are. It is the Lord’s church, not the Elder’s court’s church! Be very scared of stepping into a place to which the Lord has not called you.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. BE VERY SCARED OF TAKING A PASTORAL ROLE THAT IS NOT YOURS AT THIS TIME. Having a spiritual gifting is no guarantee that a role is for you. Prayer and other guidance alone can determine the right course of action in each case. Do not be presumptive, lest you die regretting the decision! Refer to the BTB doctrinal studies below CHRISTIAN LIFE – WALKING, and also, GOD:  DIVINE GUIDANCE – THE WILL OF GOD, also PETER – DIVINE GUIDANCE.

2. GOD JUDGES THOSE WHO STAND AGAINST YOU IF YOU SERVE HIM. We can leave our vindication in the Lord’s hands. The Lord will deal with all who speak in his name, for it is his business. When a person speaks in the Lord’s name, warn them seriously of the dangers and then pull away from them and leave them to the Lord for judgment.

TOPICS

ANGELS:  SATAN'S STRATEGY

1. Believers are warned against him and his tactics. (Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-13, James 4:7, 1 Peter 5:8)

2. We must be ready and alert. (2 Corinthians 2:11)

3. Satan is a deceiver and a counterfeiter.  He uses deception -  not obviously wrong or sinful - but very subtle changes to the truth (Genesis 3:1).  Remember, a counterfeit looks like the original.

4. Satan is described as an "angel of light" - often seeming attractive and "good".  (2 Corinthians 11:14)

5. His tactics

a) Towards unbelievers.

i) to blind them regarding the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3, 4, 2 Thessalonians 2:9, 1 0)

b) Towards believers.

i) Satan seeks to hinder our growth and witness. (1 Peter 5:8)

ii) Satan will mislead into false doctrine and legalism. (1 Timothy 5:14-15)

iii) He persuades believers to ignore the will of God through disobedience (Genesis  2:17, James 4:7-8)

iv) Satan often attacks our assurance of salvation so that we doubt God.

v) Worry (1 Peter 5, 7-9)

vi) Fear of death. (Hebrews 2:14-15)

vii) He accuses believers of sin both to God and to the believer (using guilt). (Revelation 12:9-10, Job 1:6-11

viii) He takes our focus off Christ by getting eyes on self (1 Corinthians 1:10-11), on people (1 Corinthians 1:12), on things (Hebrews 13:5-6)

ix) When we don't allow the Holy Spirit to control our lives, we open ourselves up to Satanic attack. (1 Corinthians 7:5, 2 Corinthians 2:11, 1 Timothy 5:14-15)

x) The Lord will allow Satan to attack a believer as discipline for unconfessed sin. (1 Timothy 1:20 cf 2 Corinthians 12:7)

xi) Satan cannot indwell or possess a believer, only beguile them. (Galatians 3:1)

c) Towards the world in general.

i) The World - Satan tries to deceive the nations. (Revelation 20:71 0)

ANGELS:  SATAN'S WORK

1. Satan's sphere of operations among mankind. (Psalm 109:6--l3)

a) Satan blinds mankind to the truth of the Word of God by means of religion. (v.7)

b) He has the power to shorten life. (v 8a)

c) He can remove persons from a place of authority (v 8b)

d) Satan can kill (v 9)

e) He can persecute children (v 10)

f) He can remove wealth (v 11)

g) Satan can turn people against each other (v. 12)

h) He can cut off man's posterity to the second generation (v. 13)

2. Satan as a killer

a) He has the power of death (Hebrews 2:14, 15)

b) Killed Job's children (Job I:12, 18,19)

c) Motivated Cain to murder Abel (John 8:44, cf 1 John 3:12)

d) Often administers the sin unto death (1 Corinthians 5:5)

3. Satan as a source of disease

a) Was responsible for Paul's "thorn in the flesh" (2 Corinthians 12:7)

b) Produced illness in Job (Job 2:6-8)

c) Uses his demons to inflict diseases (Matthew 12:22, Luke 13:16, Acts 10:38)

d) Causes certain types of deafness, dumbness, paralysis and crippling effect by means of demon possession (Matthew 4:24, 12:22, Mark 9:17, 18)

e) When demon possession causes the affliction, the removal of the demon or demons produces an instant cure (Matthew 10:1, Mark 1:32-34, 6:13, Acts 8:7, 19:12)

4. Satan as an instrument of discipline

a) Desired to discipline Peter (Luke 22:31, 32)

b) Was authorised to discipline the Corinthian adulterer (1 Corinthians 5:5)

c) Was called upon by the Apostle Paul to administer extreme discipline to Hymenaeus and Alexander (1 Timothy 1:19,20)

d) May become involved in the discipline of ministers and deacons (1 Timothy 3:6, 7)

e) Attacks through a believer's lack of forgiveness and orientation to grace (2 Corinthians 2:10, 1I

5. Satan as a healer

a) Healing was a temporary spiritual gift before the completion of the Canon of Scripture (Acts 19:11, 12, cf Philippians 2:27, 2 Timothy 4:20)

b) God still heals today ( Philippians 2:27)

c) Since Satan possesses the power of disease he often counterfeits healing by the removal of demons (Matthew 12:24, 24:24, 2 Thessalonians 2:9, Revelation 16:14)

6. Characteristics of Demon Possession

a) Loss of individuality:  the demon-possessed person no longer has control of faculties of the soul (Mark 5:1-13, Luke 8:27, 9:39, 40)

b) Abnormal behaviour:

i) Convulsions (Mark 1:26, 9:20, Luke 4:35)

ii) Violence (Matthew 8:28)

iii) Abnormal strength (Mark 5:4, Luke 8:29, Acts 19:16)

iv) Raving (Mark 5:5)

v) Foaming at the mouth (Mark 9:20)

vi) Nakedness (Luke 8:27)

c) Loss of health:

i) Dumbness (Mark 9:17, Luke 11:14)

ii) Deafness and dumbness (Mark 9:25)

iii) Blindness and dumbness (Matthew 12:22)

iv) Epilepsy (Mark 1:26, 9:20, Luke 4:35)

v) Mental illness (Mark 5:15)

7. Demon possession explains:

a) So called divine healing

b) Alleged speaking in tongues

c) Faked contact with the dead (1 Samuel 28)

d) Success of self styled exorcists

e) Rise of certain world leaders (2 Thessalonians 2.9, Revelation 16:13, 14)

f) Cause of some wars (Revelation 20:8)

g) Reincarnation

h) Fortune telling (Acts 16:16)

ANGELS:  SATANIC REVIVAL

1. Satan has evangelists. (2 Corinthians 11:13-16)

2. These evangelists preach another gospel. (2 Corinthians 11:3-4, Galatians 1:6-9)

3. Behind every Satanic revival is Satanic doctrine. (1 Timothy 4:1)

4. Satan has a communion table. (1 Corinthians 10:19-22)

5. Satan has counterfeit righteousness in his religious system. (Matthew 23:1-36)

6. In the satanic revival he has a smokescreen. (2 Corinthians 4:3-4)

7. Satan has an angelic organisation. (Ephesians 6:12)

CHRISTIAN LIFE – WALKING

1.Physical walking is analogous to the faith rest life: step by step. Romans 14:5,6, Ephesians 5:16-18, James 4:13-15. 

2. Being regularly filled with the Spirit and feeding on the Word are similar to walking.

3. Attacks on believers occur when they are caught off balance. Romans 13:13.

4. Walking depicts the pattern and function of the believers life in time. Philippians 3:18, Ephesians 4:17.

5. It can also represent a backsliding believer who are said to be walking backwards. Ephesians 4:17.

6. We are all told to:

a) Walk in the spirit. Galatians 5:16, 25

b) Walk in the faith. 2 Corinthians 5:7, Colossians 2:6, 4:5

c) Walk in doctrine 3 John 3. 

d) Walk in the truth  2 John 4

7. Walking is a analogy for spirituality 

a) Walk not after the flesh (Romans 8:4)

b) Walking in Love. (Ephesians 5:2)

c) Walking in newness of Life. (Romans 6:4)

d) Walking worthy of our vocation. (Ephesians 4:1)

e) Walking worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)

f) Walking honestly as in the day. (Romans 13:13)

g) Walking in good works. (Ephesians 2:10)

h) Walking in light. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 John 1:7)

i) Walking in Christ Jesus. (Colossians 2:6)

j) Walking circumspectly. (Ephesians 5:15,16)

k) Walking as ye ought. (1 Thessalonians 4:1)

GOD:  DIVINE GUIDANCE:  THE WILL OF GOD

1. Three categories of will in history

a) Divine will (sovereignty)

b) Angelic will.

c) Human will.

2. Main areas of the will of God (1 John 3:23)

a) For the unbeliever - salvation (2 Peter 3:9)

b) For the believer - spirituality (Ephesians 5:18)

3. Christ has free will (Matthew 26:42, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

a) No free will in mankind would imply no free will in Christ.

b) The basic principles of divine guidance however is based on the fact that man possesses free will to choose for or against God.

4. Type of will of God as related to the human race (e.g. Balaam)

a) Directive (Numbers 22:12) -what God directs.

b) Permissive (Numbers 22:20) - What God allows

c) Overruling (Numbers 23) - When God overrules

5. Principles of Guidance

a) Knowledge of biblical principles in the believer (Psalm 32:8, Proverbs 3:1-6, Isaiah 58:11, Romans 12:2)

b) Surrender and filling of the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:13, Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 5:17-18, 1 John 1:9)

c) Growth - to eat meat and not rely on milk (1 Corinthians 3:1-4)

6. Categories of the will of God

a) Viewpoint will of God - What does He want me to think?

b) Operational will of God - What does He want me to do?

c) Geographical will of God - Where does He want me to be?

7. An example of the will of God (Acts 11) - the Guidance of Peter

a) Guidance through prayer (vs 5)

b) Guidance through the mind (vs 6)

c) Guidance through the word (vs 7-10)

d) Guidance through providential circumstances (vs 11)

e) Guidance through the filling of the Spirit (vs 12)

f) Guidance through fellowship and comparison of data (vs 13-15)

g) Guidance through remembering Scripture (vs 16)

PETER – DIVINE GUIDANCE

1. SCRIPTURE - Gospels, Acts, First and Second Peter.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Born Simon the son of Jonas, he was a native of Bethsaida in Galilee. He was married and lived with his mother-in-law at Capernaum at the time he was called by the Lord. He was a fisherman, fishing with his father and his brother Andrew when Jesus found him. Together with James and John, Peter formed a group of three disciples who appeared to have a closer relationship with Jesus, as they appeared with Him at the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-13), and in the garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46). Peter was the leader of the disciples and often spoke without fully considering the situation. It was Peter who walked on the sea at Galilee (Matthew 14:22-32) before his faith collapsed. He also was the one who was commended by Jesus for recognising Jesus as the Messiah. Peter was disappointed that Jesus was not going to set up a temporal kingdom as the final act of His ministry (Mark 8:32,33). Saying that he would die rather than desert Jesus, he failed miserably later that day and denied Him three times. After Pentecost, Peter was a changed man, preaching boldly about Jesus Christ (Acts 2:14-40). He had, however, to learn that the Gentiles were also subject to the promise of Abraham and that the Mosaic law had been fulfilled at the cross (Matthew 5:17; Acts 11:6-9). Herod imprisoned him but he was released by an angel. Paul admonished Peter regarding his superficial relationship with the Gentiles but Peter eventually commended Paul's writings for the mature believer (2 Peter 3:15,16). Peter then disappears from the scripture but it is said that he was crucified upside down as a martyr.

3. EVALUATION:  Acts 11:1-16.

a) Peter is in Jerusalem for a meeting of church leaders (verse 1).

b) News of the Gentile Pentecost was received (verse 1).

c) Opposition is received from legalists (verse 2).

d) This brought criticism of Peter (verse 3).

e) Peter begins to think back on the Gentile Pentecost (verse 4), bringing out the factors which led Peter to go to Cornelius' house.

f) Peter is given guidance through prayer (verse 5).

g) He is given guidance through pondering the meaning of the animals he saw (verse 6).

h) Peter is informed by God that there had been a change as far as eating of previously unclean animals was concerned (verses 7-10).

i) He is guided by coincidence or providential circumstances by the arrival of three men from Caesarea (verse 11). God opened doors for Peter.

j) The Holy Spirit confirms that he should go to Caesarea (verse 12).

k) When he met Cornelius he compared experiences with him (verses 13-15).

l) Peter is guided also by remembering Scripture (verse 16).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) God's will for Peter depended on his being aware of:

i) Viewpoint will of God - what does He want me to think (Mark 8:33).

ii) Operational will of God - what does He want me to do (Acts 10:20).

iii) Geographical will of God - where does He want me to go (John 21:18).

b) Peter's attitude and maturity also played a part:

i) His knowledge of the scriptures (Psalm 32:8; Proverbs 3:1-6).

ii) The filling of the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:13; 12:1,2).

iii) Maturity (2 Peter 3:18).

c) God will not force His own will on the believer but desires to give guidance to His children (Hebrews 3:7).

d) Guidance is given nowadays through the Bible (1 Corinthians 13:10).

e) Many items of guidance are clearly set out in the Scriptures, e.g. do not marry an unbeliever (2 Corinthians 6:14).

f) The correct following of guidance gives blessing to others as well as the one who is guided.

NOTES
CHAPTER 29

JEREMIAH 29:1-14

1  Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem unto the residue of the elders which were carried away captives, and to the priests, and to the prophets, and to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon; 2  (After that Jeconiah the king, and the queen, and the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, and the carpenters, and the smiths, were departed from Jerusalem;) 3  By the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon) saying, 4  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon; 5  Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them; 6  Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished. 7  And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace. 8  For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed. 9  For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I have not sent them, saith the LORD. 10  For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place. 11  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 12  Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. 13  And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. 14  And I will be found of you, saith the LORD: and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places whither I have driven you, saith the LORD; and I will bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive.”

REFLECTION
29:1  Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem unto the residue of the elders which were carried away captives, and to the priests, and to the prophets, and to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon; 2  (After that Jeconiah the king, and the queen, and the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, and the carpenters, and the smiths, were departed from Jerusalem;) 3  By the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon) saying,

The time period of this event is clearly stated, and tells us that there were at least two formal contacts between Zedekiah and Nebuchadnezzar during the early years of his reign recorded by Jeremiah. Zedekiah himself had to personally visit Babylon in the fourth year of his reign, very likely to answer a “please explain” letter from Nebuchadnezzar regarding the many embassies he had received from surrounding rulers. 

This formal visit by Zedekiah occurs around 593 BC. Jeremiah 28:1ff, 51:59-61. The visit described here in this chapter is a less seriously formal one, and may have been the regular yearly “report” embassy that client kings had to send to their masters. It is likely that it was in the year after the visit of Zedekiah when hope for a return of the exiles would have grown, and when rumours of the effect of Zedekiah’s visit would build such hopes as the exile for Jeconiah’s group had now reached five years, and for Daniel’s group, had been sixteen years by this time. Some commentators place it beforehand, but the sequence of chapters here indicates there is a flow of information and it is likely that this occurred after the fourth year, when the events of chapter twenty eight happen. 

These annual embassies to Babylon would be the opportunity for messages to be sent to relatives and friends in the captivity there. The people taken by Nebuchadnezzar on the first two occasions were nobles and craftsmen who would have been easily tracked down, for they were not enslaved as such, but put to work formally as part of the great king’s building projects, or in Daniel and his friends case, put into government to work for the Empire. Jeconiah himself had been in jail for five years by this time and would have another thirty two years there! He was eighteen when he began his three month reign, and he would be fifty five years old before he was out of jail and would live like a king again! 2 Kings 24:1, 12-17, 25:27-30, Daniel 1:1-7.

The men mentioned here as the embassy of Judah to Babylon were important men to the king; some of the few survivors of the nobility after the second exile group were taken. These men were of the “ruling class”, but the best of the men had been taken by this time, so these were not the most noble, nor the most intelligent of rulers. They were the representatives of the survivors of the ruling class, after the best of their families had been taken.  The purpose of the Babylonians in taking the best was three fold; firstly the exiles were hostages for the “good behaviour” of those left behind, as the exiles could all have been killed when any rebellion broke out in Jerusalem. Secondly the exiles, as intelligent professionals were to be useful for the Babylonians Empire. Thirdly, the exiles removal robbed the nation of Judah of it’s best soldiers and crafts people and so made it harder for them to make good plans for rebellion and carry them out. 

Shaphan is described in 2 Kings 22:8 as a scribe in the Temple in the days of Josiah’s revival. He was likely at least forty at that time circa 625 BC. If the year of the embassy is 593 BC, it makes this man at least seventy when he goes to Babylon. This was not extremely old in this civilized time, as good health and good medicine was common for the aristocracy, and old age was, as with us, well into the eighties for those who had lived a safe and secure life with access to good medicines. 

He is mentioned first of the group, as would be appropriate for the elder statesman of the group. He would have escaped exile because of his age, and death because he had clearly not actively supported the rebellion of Jehoiakim. He may have been re-appointed to a management role in the Temple after the rebellion of Jehoiakim was over, with Jeconiah’s surrender of the city. He was clearly a man that the Babylonians would accept, and so was sent by Zedekiah to lead the embassy, to ensure the best reception for the king’s petitions to Nebuchadnezzar. 

One of this man’s son Ahikam, was a supporter of Jeremiah at a vital time, as we have already seen and so was a good man to carry a letter from the prophet, as he was at least a secret, if not an open supporter of his message. Jeremiah 26:24. The Lord has ensured that Jeremiah has enough friends in high places to secure his safety at crucial times. The son of Ahikam, and grandson of Shaphan was Gedaliah, who the Babylonians made governor after the destruction of the city and temple. Jeremiah 39:11-14. 

Another of Shaphan’s sons was neither as noble nor as spiritual as Ahikam. He was Jaazaniah, one of the exiles, and he worshipped the idols of Babylon. Ezekiel 8:7-16. This family reminds us of the fate of the Jews through this time; that families were divided by the exile, with some of each being taken, and some left behind, and some possibly killed. It also reminds us that a godly father may still be rebelled against by his son, who may, in his maturity still walk away from the truth and serve idols.

The other man mentioned is also from a family associated with the revival of Josiah. Gemariah was a son of the high priest Hilkiah. Now remember Jeremiah’s family. Jeremiah 1:1-2. This man may have been his brother. Both Jeremiah and Gemariah could be in their fifties by this time, as they were probably born in the 650s. He had already stood for truth before the king, as we will study later in the book. Jeremiah 36:22-26. We do not know of the final fate of this man, he may have been killed by Nebuchadnezzar, or been amongst the court of Gedaliah and been killed with him. 

This is another good question to ask when we meet these men in heaven, for they stood for truth and supported the prophet of God at a dangerous time. As Jeremiah 36 reveals, the client king Zedekiah was a weak and venal man, who swayed in his opinions between loyalty to Babylon and rebellion, but finally his lust for sole power got the better of him. At that time he removed Jeremiah to jail and may have killed his supporters amongst the court to rid himself of “defeatists”. 

4  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon; 5  Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them; 6  Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished.

The word of God must be heard by the exiles, for they are the hope for the rebuilding of the nation later and they must be sound in doctrine or else they will fall under judgment quickly again. The first point made strongly here is that the Lord himself has “caused” them to be taken captive. As we have seen in an earlier chapter, the captivity was God’s way of saving these people, although they had not seen this, even at this point. Quite naturally they longed to return to their homes, their lands and see the city of Jerusalem and enter the great Temple of Solomon again to worship. This Temple was a marvel of the world, so their heart’s desire to see things again and be restored to their land was normal, but would have been fatal! Isaiah 5:1-7, Jeremiah 24:4-10, Amos 4:6. The nation was now doomed and there would be no return to the doomed city for any of them, for God’s plan and purpose for them was that they procreate and build up the next generation in godliness, ready for their return to the land to truly serve their Lord and God. 

The order from the Lord is to settle in the strange land of Babylon and make their homes there for the seventy years of the exile. The hearts and minds of the exiles is summed up in Psalm 137:1-9. This was the final group who would come in 586 BC and have “only” fifty years of exile before return in 536 BC. They would see the great destruction of the city and Temple, and preceding that the death of large numbers of men, women and children. All nursing children and toddlers would have been killed before the death march to captivity, hence the awful truth behind verse six. The earlier group of exiles has penned Psalm 119, and it also gives a glimpse into the thinking of these people as they faced their fate. They were not wanting to settle in the place that was home to their oppressors. They are challenged by the prophet to do the opposite of their natural inclination. This is often the way with the Lord, for he seeks his will not ours and often his way is not the one we would have chosen ourselves. Isaiah 55:6-11.  

7  And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.

It is normal to express the desires we have seen in Psalm 137 regarding your enemies. While most of us would not wish the babies of another people group smashed against walls, we may find ourselves heading down that road if that people group had done this to our children and grand children! Do not be quick to judge these people as harsh, for what they had been through, even though it was a result of divine discipline for their sins, was extremely traumatic. They have prayed for the destruction of Babylon, and for the enslavement of it’s people, who would have been quick to mock them as their captives! Racism and a sense of military superiority would have been the norm amongst the Babylonians when they met Jews in their cities. The Babylonians had enjoyed civilization for over two thousand years by this point and had defeated both the other great powers of their day, Egypt and Assyria. They were masters of the Middle East and constantly at war to defend their vast holdings from the Arabs, Medes, Persians, Scythians and Hittites. 

It was quite normal and expected for the Jews to wish ill of the Babylonians, to desire their defeat so that in the chaos of the fall of their Empire, they would be able to rebuild the Jewish State back in the land. The Lord repeats to them that it is he who has decreed their captivity, and even if they are the lowest order of slaves in a place they are to seek peaceful co-existence with their Chaldean neighbours and to pray for the peace of the Empire, for it is in the Empire’s peace that they will have peace and prosperity. 

They are to seek the peace of Babylon for it is the Lord’s will for them to serve him there until they are called back to their land again. They are reminded that they are under God’s orders and they are not to seek their own will, even though their desires may be legitimate. They have been taken back to where Abraham began in order that they might re-learn the faith of Abraham. Genesis 11:31-32, 12:1-11. 

8  For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed. 9  For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I have not sent them, saith the LORD.

No matter what the nature of the prophets of the people, they were all fakes and pretenders, who deceived the people into thinking, saying and doing things that were straight from the pit of hell, and designed to get them there also. Satan’s strategy is to get each person into beliefs, practises and thought patterns that unravel their minds and place them firmly in a place where they can be destroyed, or destroy ourselves.  Satan desires man’s quick death so that they join him in the Lake of Fire. It is sheer malice that motivates Satan!   We forget this biblical truth at our peril!
Remember the studies above on Satan’s strategy. Revisit these and remind yourself that the enemy seeks to deceive people by distracting them from the truth into anything that will keep them away from God so that they can be dropped into hell without their ever facing the truth. He seeks all of mankind to join him in condemnation. These fools who consider themselves prophets and seers are simply tools of the enemy and are used by him to deceive more into disaster. Satan hates mankind! If we forget this we are deceived by him, his people, or his ideas.

10  For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place.
The “bad news” has been that all the good things promised by the false prophets are wrong and deceptive, but the “good news” is that the Lord has not forgotten them and that he will deliver them, but the time frame is seventy years. The Lord will restore them and rebuild them back in the land but the older generation that went into captivity will not see it, only their children and grand-children will see it. Ezra 1:1-4, Daniel 9:1-8, Hosea 2:14-23, 14:1-9, Joel 2:28-32, Amos 9:8-15. From these verses we can see the prophetic law of double reference also applying; the Jewish people still await the final fulfilment of all these verses, for they were only partly fulfilled by the return under Ezra.

11  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 12  Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you.

It is vital that these people do not think that God hates them, for he does not; his love remains towards them, but it is coming to them now through deserved discipline. Hebrews 12:3-13. They will have peace and prosperity, but it will be after they have been purified of their idolatry in captivity. They must turn to their Lord and God, call upon him, and in fervent prayer seek his face, and then they will be restored and blessed.  There is no peace for the ungodly!  Isaiah 26:3-4, 48:22. 

Satan’s will for mankind is personal deception to lead each to their early death, but God’s will is for each person to find him and know his peace through walking in fellowship with the Holy Spirit through this life and into blessing in eternity. Psalms 40:5, Isaiah 55:8-12, Ezekiel 34:11-28, Zephaniah 3:14-20, Zechariah 9:9-17, 12:1-10. The greatest blessing is yet to come for the Jewish people, and it awaits their reception of their Messiah, which will occur within the Great Tribulation period. Refer to the BTB topical study of  PROPHECY – SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS.

13  And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. 14  And I will be found of you, saith the LORD: and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places whither I have driven you, saith the LORD; and I will bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive.

This is a nation that has “come back” into the land three times over 3000 years. No other nation has ever come back from near extinction, and slavery, three times! This remains one of the greatest miracles of the history of the world and is a sign of God’s special protection over these people and their destiny. They returned from Egypt under Moses, then from Assyria and Babylon under Ezra, and recently they have returned from all over the world to Israel. This last gathering is in unbelief, but there will be revival and there will be a greater return than has been seen to date. Under Moses there were between 20,000 and 50,000 people, under Ezra around 43,000, and today around 4,000,000 people are back in the land or actively support those there, but over 10,000,000 are still outside the land! This people remain at the centre of God’s plan for the world, and the Lord himself will yet rule in Jerusalem. Leviticus 26:40-45, Deuteronomy 4:27-31. Refer to the above doctrine again. Refer to doctrinal study ISRAEL 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD IS NOT FINISHED WITH ISRAEL, NOR WITH THE JEWISH PEOPLE WORLD WIDE. They will be re-gathered in belief, and Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, will rule upon and over the earth from Jerusalem.

2. GOD’S PROPHETIC PROGRAMME IS ACCURATE AND SPECIFIC. The Lord’s timetable is on time according to his plan for this world that he made. We must keep this in mind in all our dealings and testing situations, for the Lord rules over time and will rule in person over this earth one day soon. We are called at times to “grow gardens in the place of adversity” and stay there until we receive new orders. It is not our will, nor our desires that are to be followed, but our Lord’s orders. Refer to doctrinal study BIBLE:  INSPIRATION  - FULFILLED PROPHECY

3. TESTING TIMES COME TO US IN THE ANGELIC CONFLICT NOW, BUT BLESSING IS GOD’S PLAN FOR US. We will come under great pressure as we fight in our assigned place in the Angelic Conflict here and now, but the Lord will bring blessing to all who serve him with faith, hope and focus upon him. We are called to be blessed not hammered! In a battlefield we will be hit at times by the enemy; it is war after all, and the enemy hates us with an everlasting hatred! We can rejoice in the plan of the Lord in the midst of our pressure, for the blows we receive here are not even worth the worry when we consider the great eternal rewards we win in heaven as we bear them with strength. 

4. GOD PROVIDES KEY FRIENDS FOR THE BATTLES OF LIFE. The enemy will attack us and the loyalty of fake friends will be seen for the deception it was, but the Lord will provide one or two true friends and encouragers to stand with us and protect us at crucial times. 

I reflect as I write these words on the significance of each one for my own life through this time of writing. As I have written earlier, this time of study and preparation of this manuscript, Ezekiel and Isaiah, has been the most testing of my life. The Lord has let me experience much of the pressures that I have been writing of, with overwhelming attacks at times from the enemy through financial pressure and destructive attacks and damage upon my property, three accidents in my cars (in two of these - people hitting my family as they drove), and sudden expenses that have been over and above what I have earned above normal expenses through this period by two fold. In all these things the Lord has made it clear that I am to stand and wait for his deliverance and both personally pray, and call my whole family to prayer for safety and deliverance. 

This has been done and we have soldiered on for eight years now (2013 revision) under a weight that I would have believed would have killed me had I known of it in advance. Only the Lord can deliver, and it is no accident that he has placed me here to enable me to understand the words of my brothers Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Jeremiah. I am writing of my family and the Lord seeks us to understand our family if we write of them, and so he has given me a glimpse of their suffering so that I can better understand them and their message, all the better then to explain to you as you read this. Eight years after first writing the above words I remain in battle with no sign of final deliverance from the fighting at this point, but with the same faith in the Lord my deliverer.  Psalm 27:14, Isaiah 12:2, 26:3.
I have said it many times in teaching before and repeat it now again; it is a dangerous thing to be a pastor-teacher of the Lord’s holy Word. The Lord hates hypocrisy and so his people must be appliers of the Word before they can teach it properly. Only fakes have settled lives!!! Let us rejoice in the grace, love and mercy of our great God, our Lord and Saviour, for he is and remains my hope and my salvation, now and forever. I bless his holy name from the midst of the pressure of my deep darkness, knowing that he brings light, peace and blessing in his time. Amen. Jude 24-25.

JEREMIAH 29:15-23

15  Because ye have said, The LORD hath raised us up prophets in Babylon; 16  Know that thus saith the LORD of the king that sitteth upon the throne of David, and of all the people that dwelleth in this city, and of your brethren that are not gone forth with you into captivity; 17  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will send upon them the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, and will make them like vile figs, that cannot be eaten, they are so evil. 18  And I will persecute them with the sword, with the famine, and with the pestilence, and will deliver them to be removed to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be a curse, and an astonishment, and an hissing, and a reproach, among all the nations whither I have driven them: 19  Because they have not hearkened to my words, saith the LORD, which I sent unto them by my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them; but ye would not hear, saith the LORD. 20  Hear ye therefore the word of the LORD, all ye of the captivity, whom I have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon: 21  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, of Ahab the son of Kolaiah, and of Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, which prophesy a lie unto you in my name; Behold, I will deliver them into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon; and he shall slay them before your eyes; 22  And of them shall be taken up a curse by all the captivity of Judah which are in Babylon, saying, The LORD make thee like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire; 23  Because they have committed villany in Israel, and have committed adultery with their neighbours' wives, and have spoken lying words in my name, which I have not commanded them; even I know, and am a witness, saith the LORD.”

REFLECTION
15  Because ye have said, The LORD hath raised us up prophets in Babylon; 16  Know that thus saith the LORD of the king that sitteth upon the throne of David, and of all the people that dwelleth in this city, and of your brethren that are not gone forth with you into captivity; 17  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will send upon them the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, and will make them like vile figs, that cannot be eaten, they are so evil.

The people in the exile soon had their own prophets, and these people spoke for God, yet their lives and words were not of God. Jeremiah is going to give the people, both in Babylon and Jerusalem the “basic course” in spotting true prophets from false prophets, and it centres round their lives and lips. 

The true prophet will not say anything that is counter to the scriptures, nor will they encourage the people to do anything forbidden by scripture, and their lives will be characterized by the fruit of the Holy Spirit; they will not be immoral. In physical appearance, behaviour and words they will resemble the true prophets, certified by God of old. If they act, sound and live like the prophets of Baal, then they probably serve Baal! By their fruits you shall know them. Note the Lord’s own words, building upon those of Moses and Jeremiah. Deuteronomy 13:1-11, Jeremiah 23:16-23, Matthew 7:15-23, 12:33-37, Galatians 5:16-26, 2 Peter 2:1-9, 1 John 4:1.

Even today the mentality of these people is found in our churches, where people are proud of the many prophets and healers and tongues speakers in their church, yet they do not look beyond the apparent gifts to the reality of the people’s lives and witness in the community.  If a church is gifted greatly its ministry impact should be exceptional!
We must not be impressed by apparent giftings, for when genuine they are simply the Lord’s gifts to the church for the benefit of all the saints. 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, 18, 14:12, 40. We are not to be distracted by gifts of power or influence, for when genuine the exercise of them will always honour the Lord Jesus Christ and draw attention to him and his message, never magnify and glorify the person exercising the gift. John 14:26, 16:7-15. 

What has happened in Babylon is what continues to happen today; foolish people are pretending they are prophets and saying inane things, repeating scripture, or parroting the message of the true prophet Jeremiah. These people are not genuine prophets, and so they distract people from the message of the true prophet of God. Notice the fact of revelation and gifting here; there is only ONE TRUE PROPHET Jeremiah and lots of fakes. God does not need any more than one true prophet at this time, for there is only one message! As Jeremiah ages and comes to the end of his ministry the Lord replaces him with Ezekiel and Daniel, and they build upon what Jeremiah has said. Multiple prophets are not needed, rather teachers of the revealed truth are needed.  So it is today also.
Jeremiah repeats the message of judgment upon Jerusalem, and upon the king and the people still dwelling in the land of Judah. Clearly the prophets in Babylon are saying the opposite and prophesying wealth, prosperity and an early return to the land flowing with milk and honey. They can take the words of Moses and misapply them to achieve this, just as people do today. There are lots of texts that promise the people of Israel “milk and honey”. Exodus 3:8, 17, 13:5, 16:31, 33:3, Numbers 13:27, 14:8, 16:13, Deuteronomy 6:3, 8:8, 11:9, 26:9-15, 27:3, 31:20, 32:13. 

Now sheer numbers of verses indicate that the promise of the Lord to the people is surely “Milk and Honey”! Remember Dr David L Cooper’s old saying, “A text, out of it’s context, is a pretext!” The promise of “milk and honey” depended upon obedience, and the Exodus generation, to whom it was first given, missed out altogether, and the next generation because of their partial obedience, had some blessing but continual warfare also. Moses also made it clear that judgment would fall if they followed pagan idolatry. Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 26-32. 

In light of the reality of their behaviour, what is the text group that should be quoted from? Now the logic of my argument here is unbeatable, and was so obvious, yet people still plucked texts out of their context and ignored the reality of their behaviour! This is simply a reflection of the sinful nature of man, and is an on-going problem that we will face until the Lord’s return. Let us face the truth and speak the truth into the reality of daily life, not into some fantasy view of the church and the world! Obedience does provide blessing, but disobedience to the Word has always led to judgment, and for these people the judgment that falls will be terrible, as we have seen many times before. Ezekiel will repeat this message to underline its importance. Ezekiel 5:1-17, 14:9-21.

18  And I will persecute them with the sword, with the famine, and with the pestilence, and will deliver them to be removed to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be a curse, and an astonishment, and an hissing, and a reproach, among all the nations whither I have driven them:

Jeremiah identifies that it is the Lord who is judging, and there is no accident in his actions, nor has he lost control of events in this process. It is a deliberate action of God to deal with a sinful and disobedient people. He repeats his earlier prophetic word about the nature of the judgment; the three fold destruction of these evil people and the final removal of the survivors into Babylon. The words for “evil figs” in verse 17 are different to those used earlier, for this word for evil is far stronger, emphasizing that the people are disgustingly evil and obnoxious to the point where they would make a person physically sick. It is a strong point made here about the impact of the evil lives they have lived. Sin makes us stink in God’s sight. Psalms 53:3, Isaiah 64:6, Amos 4:4-13, Zephaniah 3:1.

All words here echo the words of Moses in Leviticus 26, and Deuteronomy 26-32, as we have seen so many times before. Jeremiah is deliberately referring them back to Moses, using his words, so that the people see that all that is said goes back to the very beginning of the nation and the policies of God are totally dependable and must be followed. They have the entire history of Israel to refer to, from the Exodus, through the times of Joshua and the Judges, through Saul, David, Solomon and the divided kingdom. They have all the prophetic words of Elijah, Elisha and so many others, and all point to the facts that Jeremiah keep repeating; God’s standards have not changed, nor do his punishments for sin stop if men do not stop their sin! They are doomed unless they repent. 

19  Because they have not hearkened to my words, saith the LORD, which I sent unto them by my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them; but ye would not hear, saith the LORD.

It is their deliberate volitional choice that has doomed them. They have chosen to reject the truth of God and chase after lies. They have specifically ignored the true prophets and chosen those saying the pleasant things that make no demands upon them. The true prophets have been diligent, “rising early” to speak to them. Energy in the Lord’s service is the sign of a genuine minister of the Word. The Lord does not tend to use lazy men and women! Proverbs 6:6-11, 20:1-4, 26:12-17, Jeremiah 35:12-15, Zechariah 1:2-6, 7:7-14. 

20  Hear ye therefore the word of the LORD, all ye of the captivity, whom I have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon: 21  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, of Ahab the son of Kolaiah, and of Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, which prophesy a lie unto you in my name; Behold, I will deliver them into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon; and he shall slay them before your eyes;

This first verse here reminds us that Jeremiah is the prophet at this time to the captives; they do not need another until Ezekiel comes along to minister to the captives personally, building upon Jeremiah’s words. Daniel was serving in the Palace and had minimal contact with the captives, except later through Ezekiel. Two false prophets are mentioned by name here and solemn judgment is pronounced upon them. These men will be delivered into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar and he will kill them after an investigation, for they support the rebellion of Zedekiah. Jeremiah has no qualms about reporting false prophets who stand for evil and rebellion to the king and seeing them killed. 

Jeremiah did not have the tender conscience of too many who will not see justice executed upon the evil and think that in forgiveness of unrepentant evil people there is some blessing. There is only cursing for the innocent if unrepentant evil men or women are left unjudged. There must be no mercy shown to those who practise evil without repentance, or they will destroy the innocent and the foolish. If you love the people for whom Christ died you will support the execution of the persistently evil. The liberals argue that the Lord died also for the evil, and this is true, but to protect the innocent the guilty practitioners of evil must be executed, for it may be through that process that even they might be saved, as the terrorist was on the cross next to the Lord. To let the persistently evil live is to guarantee that they will mislead and destroy more foolish people. Jeremiah pronounces judgment, and possibly is the informer on these men directly to the king of Babylon. They will die and the people will see that in this the Lord is honoured and the truth is upheld.

22  And of them shall be taken up a curse by all the captivity of Judah which are in Babylon, saying, The LORD make thee like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire;

The evil false prophets had been guilty of sexual immorality; to “commit folly in Israel” indicated that they had not just been immoral, but there was wickedness and even crime involved also. It is a phrase used for the rape of Dinah by the Hivite prince Shechem. Genesis 34:1-7. They have both seduced willing women into sexual liaisons but they have also taken advantage of their position of power and influence to force themselves sexually upon women and young girls. They will be judged for this great evil, whereby they have used spirituality to mask their sexual sins. 

They have compounded their evil lives by lying lips, and so have prophesied lies in the name of God, thereby making out that God is a liar. They have practised the same sin as Satan himself; they have desired to be like God in the eyes of the people, and so to receive honour and worship from them. They have then used this power to satiate their sexual, and probably financial lusts. The punishment of evil within Babylon was to be burned alive in a furnace, and so this was the death that was appointed for these men. They were to die in fire and spend eternity with the one they served with such lust filled fervour, roasting also. Daniel 3: 4-6, 14-15, 19-21, Revelation 19:20, 20:11-15.

23  Because they have committed villainy in Israel, and have committed adultery with their neighbours' wives, and have spoken lying words in my name, which I have not commanded them; even I know, and am a witness, saith the LORD

The word villainy here is used also by Isaiah to indicate actions and behaviours that express the evil of a soul that is given over to deeds that are shameful, wicked and totally self centred. It is a word that ties the person doing such things directly to the self centeredness of Satan. Isaiah 14:12-15, Ezekiel 28:1-19. They have presumed to speak for God when they do not know him, nor understand his will, so they come under direct divine discipline, for their evil deeds and false words. Psalms 50:14-22, 2 Peter 2:9-22, Jude 8-11. 

The Lord sees all the doings of men and takes note of evil, and he will repay it in full. God is just and the wages of sin will be paid directly to those who serve sin throughout their lives. Proverbs 5:21-23, Hebrews 4:13. If a persons pretends to serve the Lord when in reality they are serving Satan and their own lusts, they place themselves in a place where the Lord’s vengeance will be upon them and the Lord will judge them terribly. Vengeance is the Lord’s! It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God whom you have insulted and whose people you have abused. Deuteronomy 32:35, Psalms 94:1, Romans 12:19, Hebrews 10:30-31, 12:29. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD JUDGES PRETENDERS AND ABUSERS OF HIS PEOPLE DIRECTLY. We do not need to be concerned about such people; they are to be exposed by teaching, directly warned against, and we stand well away from them.

2. GOD WATCHES THE DEEDS AND WORDS OF MANKIND. Wages will be paid for actions done. The Lord is fair and just and man will get exactly what is coming to him. Do not doubt God, nor feel sorrow for the guilty.
3. “VENGEANCE IS MINE SAITH THE LORD”. We are called to speak the truth, but we do not have to judge, simply point the truth of judgment out and then stand well back. Truly it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

JEREMIAH 29:24-32

24  Thus shalt thou also speak to Shemaiah the Nehelamite, saying, 25  Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, Because thou hast sent letters in thy name unto all the people that are at Jerusalem, and to Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, and to all the priests, saying, 26  The LORD hath made thee priest in the stead of Jehoiada the priest, that ye should be officers in the house of the LORD, for every man that is mad, and maketh himself a prophet, that thou shouldest put him in prison, and in the stocks. 27  Now therefore why hast thou not reproved Jeremiah of Anathoth, which maketh himself a prophet to you? 28  For therefore he sent unto us in Babylon, saying, This captivity is long: build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 29  And Zephaniah the priest read this letter in the ears of Jeremiah the prophet. 30  Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying, 31  Send to all them of the captivity, saying, Thus saith the LORD concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite; Because that Shemaiah hath prophesied unto you, and I sent him not, and he caused you to trust in a lie: 32  Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite, and his seed: he shall not have a man to dwell among this people; neither shall he behold the good that I will do for my people, saith the LORD; because he hath taught rebellion against the LORD.

REFLECTION
24  Thus shalt thou also speak to Shemaiah the Nehelamite, saying, 25  Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, Because thou hast sent letters in thy name unto all the people that are at Jerusalem, and to Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, and to all the priests, saying,

There is a specific condemnation also to another of the false prophets; one Shemaiah, who prophesied the speedy return from exile and the judgment of Jeremiah for his negative false prophecies. This man directly wrote to the senior priest Zephaniah, asking for Jeremiah to be judged and punished for his messages. Had this man just kept himself to himself he may have avoided judgment, but in his arrogance he believed he was the one to correct and discipline the prophet Jeremiah. He was so sure he was the prophet of the Lord he was not even aware that he did not have the spirit of God at all! How is this possible? How can a person not be aware that the Lord is not even speaking through them at all? 

This man was so self important that he took it upon himself to write to the entire priesthood and complain about the true prophet of the Lord amongst them. He is referred to as “the Nehelamite”, which may be loosely translated “the dreamer”. He sent messages in his own name, as if he was the most important spokes-person for God in Babylon, and spoke great swelling words of vanity and without him even realizing it, self condemnation. The letter he wrote is addressed to Zephaniah, who was the “Sagan” or second priest of the Temple, in charge of Temple discipline. 2 Kings 25:18-21. This man is no friend of Jeremiah. Had he been true to his office he would have disciplined the false prophets, but he rather punishes the true prophet and so denies himself of the one man who could have spoken to save him at Riblah. The next two verses are a quote from the letter of Shemaiah to Zephaniah.

26  The LORD hath made thee priest in the stead of Jehoiada the priest, that ye should be officers in the house of the LORD, for every man that is mad, and maketh himself a prophet, that thou shouldest put him in prison, and in the stocks. 27  Now therefore why hast thou not reproved Jeremiah of Anathoth, which maketh himself a prophet to you?

Note how holy this man sounds and how “righteously indignant” he appears to be, speaking in shock and horror that the Lord God of Israel is being insulted by Jeremiah! He refers to Jeremiah as a “mad prophet”, indicating that his call is insanity and that he is a dangerous charlatan. Such people, indicates Shemaiah, ought to be put in the stocks in jail and severely punished. He asks directly to the number two man in the Temple worship system, “why are you not doing your job here?” It is a very strong and obviously public challenge to deal with Jeremiah and end his convicting ministry. The false prophets have drawn themselves up to their full height and fired their best shot at Jeremiah here, and they are clearly reminding the second priest that he has power and influence, after the deposing of Jehoiada, only by favour of the rebellion party.

There is a not so veiled threat behind these words of Shemaiah. Zephaniah has priestly power as a politician and he is being spoken to by his “constituents” here, and they remind him of the party spirit they share. It is likely that this is the reason why this man’s family, and all the false prophets with them, were wiped out in Babylon, just as Zephaniah was in Riblah. The king of Babylon eliminates the rebel support party in Babylon before he even begins to march his army toward Judah to destroy the rebels there. They have played politics and they have lost. Such games are played “for keeps” in the ancient world and so the losers die and their families and friends join them. Nebuchadnezzar was thorough; he would not march his army towards the enemy leaving a party of enemy supporters in his capital city! They will all be eliminated as traitors and rebels. Jeremiah’s letter has probably given the king new specific information, and he will act on it to destroy the rebels just as he acts upon it and other information he receives to save Jeremiah and Baruch later. Jeremiah 39:11-14. This is, of course, another reason why the rebels hate Jeremiah, for he is obviously a supporter of the Babylonians and their rule over the rump nation of Judah. 

28  For therefore he sent unto us in Babylon, saying, This captivity is long: build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 29  And Zephaniah the priest read this letter in the ears of Jeremiah the prophet.

This first verse here gives us the time frame for this attack by Shemaiah. It occurs after the letter from Jeremiah has arrived in Babylon, and clearly the false prophets who have been preaching the lies have gathered and this is their joint response under their acknowledged leader. Zephaniah receives the letter officially and reads the letter out with Jeremiah there to hear the accusation. It is a court that is assembled here and the second priest of the Temple is calling Jeremiah to defend himself. The Lord gives his man the right words for the moment. Matthew 10:16-22, 23:29-39. 

30  Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying, 31  Send to all them of the captivity, saying, Thus saith the LORD concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite; Because that Shemaiah hath prophesied unto you, and I sent him not, and he caused you to trust in a lie:

The exchange of letters is not over, and after he is read the false prophet’s letter the Lord speaks to Jeremiah again and gives him an answer to be sent to Babylon. Once again the prophet makes it clear that the Lord is speaking through him and that the Lord has not sent Shemaiah, and that he speaks lies in the Lord’s name. There can be no compromise with evil at all; it must always be totally and completed opposed and then avoided.  

32  Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite, and his seed: he shall not have a man to dwell among this people; neither shall he behold the good that I will do for my people, saith the LORD; because he hath taught rebellion against the LORD.

The false prophet has not just lied, he has misled the people and taught them active rebellion against the will of the Lord. The Lord has made his will clear; the people are to serve the king of Babylon and wait for his deliverance, which will come after seventy years of captivity and not one year before. The Lord punishes those who claim spiritual gifts that are not theirs to exercise. Numbers 16:27ff, Joshua 7:24-25, Psalms 109:8-15.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THE FALSE PROPHETS DO NOT HAVE ANY SHAME, NOR DO THEY DOUBT THEIR STATUS. Arrogance leads always to ignorance of the truth about yourself, and deception of others leads to self deception. These men condemn themselves and when the king of Babylon moves against the rebels within the exilic community they die first. The Lord judges. 

2. JEREMIAH DOES NOT DEFEND HIMSELF. Jeremiah does not need to justify, nor defend himself from the attacks of the evil men who abuse him, he simply does his job and speaks the words of the Lord. When we serve the Lord we stand on the right side of history and need no other defence to that the Lord provides. We may be “hammered” for a time, but we are called to focus on the Lord throughout this time and simply await his deliverance. In the Lord’s time, in accordance with his plan we will be lifted up and receive blessing. 1 Peter 5:6-7.

TOPICS

PROPHECY:  SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS

1. Note:  Some of the events in the Tribulation may occur in a slightly different sequence.

2. CHURCH AGE

a) Rapture of the Church (1 Corinthians 15:51-58, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

b) Judgment Seat of Christ (believers only - purpose is rewards) (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).

3. TRIBULATION (first 3 1/2 years)

a) Revival of Roman Empire, Ten Nation Confederacy (Daniel 7:7, 24, Revelation 13:1, 17:3, 12, 13).

b) Rise of Middle East Dictator (Daniel 7:8, Revelation 13:1-8).

c) Temple rebuilt in Jerusalem

d) Seven seals judgments (Revelation 6:1ff) and seven trumpets judgments (Revelation 8:7ff).

e) Two witnesses preach from Jerusalem until killed. 

f) Peace treaty with Israel (Daniel 9:27).

g) World church established (Revelation 17:1-15).

h) Russia attacks Israel about four years before the second coming of Christ (Ezekiel 38, 39).

4. GREAT TRIBULATION (second 3 1/2 years)

a) Peace treaty with Israel broken

b) Antichrist sets up Abomination of Desolation and demands worship (Matthew 24:15,21).

c) World government, world economic system, world religion begins (Daniel 7:23, Revelation 13:5-8, 17:16, 17).

d) Seven bowl judgments (Revelation 16:2ff).

e) Martyrdom of many Tribulation Saints and Jews (Revelation 7:9-17, 13:15).

f) Catastrophic divine judgments poured out on the earth (Revelation 6:17).

g) World war breaks out in Middle East; battle of Armageddon (Daniel 11:40-45, Revelation 9:13-21, 16:12-16).

5. SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST

a) Second coming of Christ (Matthew 24:27-31, Revelation 19:11).

b) Tribulation surviving believers proceed into the Millennium (Matthew 3:12).

c) Unbelievers cast off the earth (Ezekiel 20:33-38, Matthew 3,12, 25:31-46, Jude 14, 15, Revelation 19:15-21, 20:1-4).

d) Satan bound (Revelation 20:1-3).

e) Resurrection of Old Testament saints and Tribulation martyrs (Revelation 20:4).

6. MILLENNIUM

a) Millennial kingdom begins (Revelation 20:5, 6).

b) Christ reigns on earth for 1,000 years in perfect environment and peace (Revelation 20:4-6).

c) Satan released at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7-9).

d) Rebellion of Gog and Magog at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7-10).

e) Resurrection of all unbelievers (Revelation 20:5a).

f) Great White Throne Judgment (unbelievers only - purpose is judgment) (Revelation 20:11-15).

7. ETERNITY

a) New heaven, new earth, new Jerusalem (Revelation 21, 22).

b) Believers blessed forever with Christ (Revelation 21 - 22:5).

c) Unbelievers punished forever with Satan (Matthew 25:41).

ISRAEL

1. Israel has a future which was promised to Abraham. (Genesis 12:1-3)

2. Israel's future is based on regeneration. (Romans 9:6-14)

3. Israel's future is related to the land of Palestine. (Genesis 15:18, Numbers 34:1-12, Deuteronomy 30:1-9)

4. Israel has a King forever - the Son of David, the Lord Jesus Christ in the Millennium. (2 Samuel 7:8-16, Psalm 89:20-37)

5. The promises were confirmed to Jeremiah in the New Covenant  (Jeremiah 31:31ff, Hebrews 8:8-13)

6. Israel's future begins as a nation at the Second Advent of Christ. (Zechariah 14:1-9)

7. Israel's future is guaranteed, even though the nation is now in dispersion under the discipline of God. (Isaiah 5:26-30, 14-1-3, 10:20-23, 11:11-16, Zechariah 10:6-12)

8. Israel had a purpose

a) To witness to the holiness of the one true God. (Deuteronomy 6:4, Isaiah 43:10,12)

b) To illustrate to the nations the blessings derived from serving the one true God. (Deuteronomy 33:26-29, 1 Chronicles 17:20-21, Psalm 144:15)

c) To receive, record and broadcast the Scriptures. (Deuteronomy 4:5-8, Romans 3:1-2)

d) To receive and proclaim the promised Messiah. (Genesis 3:15, 12:3, 2 Samuel 7:12-16, Isaiah 7:14, 9:6)

9. The nation Israel is now in dispersion under the discipline of God.  The Church has replaced the mission of Israel during the Church Age. (Romans 11)  When the Church is removed in the Rapture, Israel will again take up its purpose during the Tribulation (Revelation 7:4-8)

BIBLE :  INSPIRATION  FULFILLED PROPHECY PROOF OF INSPIRATION

All scripture is inspired by God (2 Peter 1:19-21) Therefore all Biblical prophecies must come true.

This is demonstrated in prophecies already fulfilled.

1. Reuben would be unstable and lose his rights as firstborn. Prophecy (Genesis 49:3-4) - Fulfilment (Numbers 26:5-11)

2. Simeon would not have land allotted in the Promised Land. Prophecy (Genesis 49:5-7) - Fulfilment (Joshua 19:1-9)

3. Levi would not have land allotted in the Promised Land. Prophecy (Genesis 49:5-7) - Fulfilment (Joshua 21:4-7)

4. Judah would become the ruler over the nation of Israel. Prophecy (Genesis 49:8-12) - Fulfilment (Numbers 10:14, Joshua 15:1 Revelation 5:5)

5. Zebulun would receive an allotment of land on the coast and it would reach down to Sidon. Prophecy (Genesis 49:13)  Fulfilment (Joshua 19:10-16) as well as history when they took the land to the south of their area previously allocated to Asher and their influence reached right down to Sidon.

6. Issachar would be given a fertile area between two mountains and would be a servant. Prophecy (Genesis 49:14-15) - Fulfilment (Joshua 19:17-22)

7. Dan would be a full member of Israel but would lead the nation away in idolatry. Prophecy (Genesis 49:16-18) - Fulfilment (Joshua 19:40-48) and the fact that idolatry in the nation was led by this tribe. It is also of interest that his tribe is not mentioned as having any part in the 144,000 witnesses in (Revelation 7).

8. Gad would be a warrior tribe. Prophecy (Genesis 49:19) - Fulfilment (1 Chronicles 5:18-20, 12:8)

9. Asher would have a rich and fertile land. Prophecy (Genesis 49:20, Deuteronomy 33:24-25) - Fulfilment - History - Asher enjoyed a rich and fertile area together in more recent times successful oil exploration.

10. Naphtali would be quick to spread good news Prophecy (Genesis 49:21) - Fulfilment (Matthew 4:13-15) as Jesus began his ministry in Naphtali and most of the disciples who gave the good news came from that region.

11. Joseph would receive great blessing. Prophecy (Genesis 49:22-26) - Fulfilment (Deut 33:13-17)

12. Benjamin would be a ferocious group Prophecy. (Genesis 49:27) - Fulfilment (Judges 19, 20:21-47)

13. Joshua and Caleb to enter into the Promised Land after 40 years wandering. Prophecy (Numbers 14:24, 30) - Fulfilment (Joshua 3:7,17 14:6-12)

14. Sisera would be defeated by a woman. Prophecy (Judges 4:9) - Fulfilment (Judges 4:21)

15. Hophni and Phineas would die on the same day. Prophecy (1 Samuel 2:34) - Fulfilment (1 Samuel 4:11)

16. The priesthood would be removed from the family of Eli. Prophecy (1 Samuel 2:27-36, 3:11-14) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 2:26-27)

17. Saul was to be the first king of Israel and would save the nation from the Philistines. Prophecy (1 Samuel 9:15-16) - Fulfilment (1 Samuel 11;14)

18. Saul's kingdom would not continue. Prophecy (1 Samuel 13:14, 15:28, 24:20) - Fulfilment (2 Samuel 3:1, 5:1-3)

19. Saul to die in battle on a certain day. Prophecy (1 Samuel 28:19) - Fulfilment (1 Samuel 31:1-6)

20. Solomon to build the Temple not David. Prophecy (1 Chronicles 17:1-12) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 7:51)

21. The sword not to depart from David's house because of sin. Prophecy (2 Samuel 12:10-12) - Fulfilment (2 Samuel 13:28-29, 16:21-22)

22. The bones of Jeroboam's pagan priests to be burnt upon the false altar that Jeroboam had constructed. Prophecy (1 Kings 13:1-3) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 23:4-6)

23. Jeroboam's dynasty to be destroyed. Prophecy (1 Kings 14:10-11) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 15:27-28)

24. Ahab to be victorious over the Syrians. Prophecy (1 Kings 20:28) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 20:29-30)

25. Ahab to die in battle for killing Naboth. Prophecy (1 Kings 21:19, 22:17) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 22:37)

26. The dogs would then lick his blood from his chariot. Prophecy (1 Kings 21:19) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 22:38)

27. Jezebel to be eaten by wild dogs. Prophecy (1 Kings 21:23, 2 Kings 9:10) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 9:30-37)

28. Elisha to receive a double portion of Elijah's spirit. Prophecy (2 Kings 2:9) - Fulfilment demonstrated by the fact that the Bible records that Elisha performed twice as many miracles as Elijah.

29. Naaman to recover from his leprosy. Prophecy (2 Kings 5:3,8,10) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 5:14)

30. The starving inhabitants of Samaria to receive an abundance of food in twenty four hours. Prophecy (2 Kings 7:1) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 7:16-17)

31. An arrogant aide to the king to see the miracle but not to eat of the food. Prophecy (2 Kings 7:2,19) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 7:17,20)

32. Beb-Hadad, a Syrian king to recover from his sickness, but die anyway.. Prophecy (2 Kings 8:10) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 8:15)

33. Jehu to have four generations on the throne of northern kingdom. Prophecy (2 Kings 10:30) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 15:12)

34. Jehu's dynasty to then be destroyed. Prophecy (Hosea 1:4) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 15:8-12)

35. Joash to defeat the Syrians on three occasions. Prophecy (2 Kings 13:18-19) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 13:25)

36. Jehoram to suffer with a disease because of sin. Prophecy (2 Chronicles 21:15) - Fulfilment (2 Chronicles 21:18-19)

37. Amaziah to die because of his idolatry. Prophecy (2 Chronicles 25:16) - Fulfilment (2 Chronicles 25:20-27)

38. Sennacherib to be assassinated in his own land. Prophecy (Isaiah 37:7) - Fulfilment (Isaiah 37:37-38)

39. Sennacherib's attempt to invade Jerusalem not to be successful. Prophecy (Isaiah 37::33-35) - Fulfilment (Isaiah 37:36-37)

40. Hezekiah to be healed of a terminal disease. Prophecy (Isaiah 38:5) - Fulfilment (Isaiah 38:9)

41. Cyrus to allow the Jews to go back to Jerusalem. Prophecy (Isaiah 44:28) - Fulfilment (Ezra 1:1-2)

42. Zedekiah to be captured by Nebuchadnezzar. Prophecy (Jeremiah 21:7) - Fulfilment (Jeremiah 52:8-11)

43. Jehoahaz to die in Egyptian captivity and not return to Judah. Prophecy (Jeremiah 22:10-12) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 23:33-34)

44. Jehoiachin to be captured by Nebuchadnezzar. Prophecy (Jeremiah 22:25) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 24:15)

45. Coniah was told that no seed of his would sit on the throne of David. Prophecy (Jeremiah 22:28-30) - Fulfilment - historical. This prophecy is in apparent contradiction to the Davidic Covenant of (2 Samuel 7:8-16) where David was promised a "son" who would reign forever on his throne. This apparent contradiction is solved by the virgin birth of the Lord Jesus Christ as Mary was descended from David via Nathan. (Luke 3:23-31)

46. Hananiah, a false prophet to die within a year. Prophecy (Jeremiah 28:15-16) - Fulfilment (Jeremiah 28:17)

47. Nebuchadnezzar to invade Egypt. Prophecy (Jeremiah 43:9-13) - Fulfilment - history

48. Nebuchadnezzar to defeat the Egyptians at Carchemish. Prophecy (Jeremiah 46) - Fulfilment - history.

49. Nebuchadnezzar to be given the mind of an animal because of pride. Prophecy (Daniel 4:19-27) - Fulfilment (Daniel 4:28-37)

50. Belshazzer to have his kingdom removed from him. Prophecy (Daniel 5:5, 25-28) - Fulfilment (Daniel 5:30)

51. Alexander the Great to establish a world empire in a very short time. Prophecy (Daniel 2:32-39, 7:6, 8:5-8, 21, 11:3) - Fulfilment - history.

52. Alexander to defeat the Persians - Prophecy (Daniel 8:5-8) - Fulfilment - history

53. Alexander to die at the height of his power and his kingdom to be divided into four parts. Prophecy (Daniel 8:8, 22, 11:4) - Fulfilment - history tells us that at the height of his power Alexander died of a fever in Babylon at the age of 33. 

After a period of some twenty years of internal struggle and fighting the eleven generals of the Greek army who had survived Alexander were reduced to four called in Scripture the four winds of heaven, Ptolemy, Seluchus, Cassander and Lysimachus.

54. Antiochus Epiphanes to persecute the Jews and desecrate their Temple. Prophecy (Daniel 8:11-25) - Fulfilment - history. The whole of (Daniel 11) represents historical prophecies of the Greek dynasties based on Ptolemy and Seluchus which lasted until the time of Julius Caesar with Cleopatra being the last Greek ruler of Egypt. [SEE Prophecy:  Prophecy and History Fulfilled]

55. Zacharias would be mute until the birth of John the Baptist. Prophecy (Luke 1:20) - Fulfilment (Luke 1:57-64)

56. John the Baptist to be the herald for the Lord Jesus Christ. Prophecy (Luke 1:76-77) - Fulfilment (Matthew 3:1-11, Luke 3:2-6)

57. Simeon to live until he had seen the Messiah. Prophecy (Luke 2:25-26) - Fulfilment (Luke 2:28-30)

58. Peter would deny Jesus Christ. Prophecy (John 13:38) - Fulfilment (John 18:24-27)

59. Peter to die as a martyr. Prophecy (John 21:18-19, 2 Peter 1 :12-14) - Fulfilment - history

60. Judas to give himself over to Satan. Prophecy (John 6:70) - Fulfilment (John 13:27)

61. Judas to betray Jesus. Prophecy (John 13:21) - Fulfilment (John 18:2-5)

62. Paul would suffer a lot for the Lord Jesus Christ. Prophecy (Acts 9:16) - Fulfilment (2 Corinthians 11:23-28, 12:7-10, Philippians 1:29-30)

63. Paul would be a minister to the Gentiles. Prophecy (Acts 9:15) - Fulfilment (Romans 11:13, Ephesians 3:1)

64. Paul would preach before kings. Prophecy (Acts 9:15) - Fulfilment (Acts 24-26)

65. Paul would go to Rome. Prophecy (Acts 23:11) - Fulfilment (Acts 28:16)
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