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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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The Book of Zephaniah

INTRODUCTION

AUTHOR

The prophet Zephaniah was possibly of royal heritage, if we take the name Hizkiah (Hezekiah) in 1:1 as referring to the king of Judah. This would make King Hezekiah his great-great-grandfather.

He was a contemporary of Jeremiah the prophet (cf. Jeremiah 1:2). They both prophesied during the reign of the good king Josiah (640-609 B.C.). 

His name, Zephaniah, means ‘hidden or guarded by the Lord’. This could be alluding to the evil reign of Manasseh at the time he was born. (cf. 2 Kings 21:16)

BACKGROUND

Zephaniah was one of the last to prophesy in Judah before the nation fell to the Babylonian invaders and followed a period of prophetic silence of about two generations.

It is estimated that the period of his public ministry was 636-623 B.C.

Because of the apostasy at the time of his writing, it is likely that he wrote before Josiah’s reforms of 621 B.C. (cf. 2 Kings 23:4ff) of which there is no mention in the book.

Previous to King Josiah there had been two wicked kings, Manasseh and his son Amon.

There was rampant idolatry and corruption in the nation which called for judgment.

Judgment has a twofold result depending on the response of the people:

- for those who repent - restoration and blessing.

- for those who disregard the warnings - inevitable disaster and perdition.

OUTLINE

The book can be divided into three sections after verse one.

1:1 Identity of the writer and circumstances of writing

1:2-2:3 Announcement of the day of the Lord


1:2,3 

It is universal


1:4-13 

As it centres on Jerusalem


1:14-18 

It is imminent


2:1-3 

Hope is extended for repentance

2:4-3:8 Description of the day of the Lord


2:4-15 

Impending on the nations


3:1-8 

Impending on Jerusalem

3:9-20 Restoration from the Lord


3:9-13 

For Jerusalem


3:14-20

For Israel

KEY VERSES

1:14
 The great day of the LORD is near…a coming day is announced

1:15
 That day is a day of wrath…the nature of the day

1:17
 And I will bring distress upon men…because they have sinned against the LORD…the reason - sin

2:3 
Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth  it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD’s anger. hope held out for the penitent

3:9 
For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD to serve him with one consent. purified hearts produce sanctified words and desires
3:17
The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, 
he will joy over thee with singing. the LORD rejoices over his people (the outcome for believers in all generations)

KEY WORDS AND PHRASES

Day of the LORD
 Occurs 12 times as:-

announcing the Day of the LORD (1:7) 

in terms of sacrifice (1:8); punishment (1:9); 

of crying, howling and crashing (1:10); 

as a great day; a hasting day; as the voice of the LORD (1:14); 

of wrath; trouble and distress; wasteness and desolation; 

darkness and gloominess; clouds and thick darkness (1:15); 

of trumpet and alarm (1:16); of the LORD’s wrath (1:18); 

of the LORD’s anger (2:2,3);

For those who wait upon Him as a day when the LORD 

rises “up to the prey” (3:8) 

and a day without fear (3:16).

Consume


suph

come to an end (1:2,3)

Sacrifice



zebach

a slaughtering (1:7,8)

Wrath



ebrah

overflow, fury (1:15,18)

Desolation


mezuqah
distress (1:15)

Seek



(baqshu)

seek earnestly pl (2:3)

The Lord) in the midst

(beqirbah)
in her midst (3:5)





(beqirbek)
in your midst fem. (3:15)





(beqirbek)
in your midst fem. (3:17)

MESSAGE OF THE BOOK

The message of the book is that sin inevitably leads to judgment even though it may be delayed.

The nation of Judah had witnessed the fate of its sister nation, the northern kingdom of Israel, which had been taken captive some 100 years previously.

It could have become lulled into a sense of complacency assuming that as God’s chosen people it was secure.

God’s judgments are always just, even as believers are disciplined in their private lives.

However when warnings are continually ignored by the impenitent, there is only one result - removal.

For the unbeliever it is perdition

For the believer (after successive warnings) removal from the earth (but eternally saved)

While the book of Zephaniah is warning of a soon coming wrath, it also predicts another time of wrath that will finally pave the way for Messiah’s glorious kingdom when His people will be restored in peace.

This pattern of a near and distant prophecy written in close proximity is not uncommon in the Old Testament canon.

When any nation is under judgment, it can be viewed either positively or negatively depending upon its relationship with the Lord.

A godly ruler, such as Josiah, can be an influence for good but at best it is temporal. He was followed by two evil kings.

God’s choice of Israel to be His own nation makes them more accountable because of the grace they have received.

Likewise because He is the Creator of all things, the nations of the world are held accountable.

Judah had become a separate kingdom along with the tribe of Benjamin following the split at Solomon’s death.

When Josiah ascended the throne, Judah was suffering from the evils of two wicked kings, Manasseh and Amon.

Although there were reforms introduced by Josiah, it did not stop the slide which eventually resulted in Judah’s judgment and captivity.

The severity of the judgments described so vividly in this book is contrasted by the tender words and joy of the Lord God when His people are restored.

Therefore the book sharply illustrates both sides of God’s dealings with men. To those who harden their hearts-wrath. For those who humble themselves-loving kindness.

APPLICATION

Everyone is a citizen of the world. Citizens are morally responsible for their conduct and God has ordained the institution of human government to keep law and order. However, if any government or authority is corrupt then that nation must inevitably go into decline.

In Judah’s history there are both good and evil kings. Josiah was the last of the good kings but he was followed by Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim and Zedekiah. Jehoahaz reigned for 3 months (2 Chronicles 36:2). Of each of the last two it is recorded “and he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD his God.” 2 Kings 23:37; 24:19

As judgment begins at the house of God, that is, with his people, He judges first his nation Israel, the northern kingdom, which had a succession of wicked kings and then Judah.

Then the surrounding nations are held to account for their violations against God and against His people.

In the future seven year tribulation predicted upon the nation Israel and upon ungodly Gentiles there will be a final outpouring of judgment; a repeat of what took place in Judah in 586 BC and on the surrounding nations.

For the believer in the present church age, whether Jew or Gentile, judgment in the form of punishment for sin has already passed onto their Messiah and Saviour. Any judgment a believer receives in this life is for correction, not simply for punishment. 

The analogy is that of a child under the guardianship of a parent. The judgment for the human race both in this mortal life and forever is how it is responding to light and truth revealed.

The issue for everyone today is the same as it has always been: Do we accept the substitutionary work of Christ (portrayed in past times by blood sacrifices and fulfilled in the Cross of Christ) or do we depend on our own good works.

A believer out of fellowship with his or her Lord must be resorting to their own works (being out of fellowship means not living according to the revealed will of God).

The solution is repentance and obedience (faith) in accordance with truth revealed. We cannot obey what we do not know therefore it is incumbent upon us to know God’s word which also reveals his will. This starts with the gospel of Christ.

Ignorance of God’s word inevitably stunts spiritual growth; hence believers cannot reach the full potential of their sojourn on earth which is preparation for glory and rewards. Rewards signify God’s work in us and through us therefore they glorify Him.

In any generation, it behoves us to take notice of the standards we accept. Are they in accordance with divinely revealed truth or are they simply customs and traditions handed down that man has generated from his fallen nature.

Much of what is accepted today in western society as normal or acceptable would be considered unsociable or unacceptable a generation or two ago. We live in a society that is in decline.

Once a society or culture strays from Bible truth with laws that undermine the divine institutions of free will, marriage, family and duly constituted government it inevitably brings on itself a self-destructive process.

DOCTRINES

DIVINE INSTITUTIONS

1. Divine Institutions is the name given by the Reformists to the Biblical building blocks, which are absolutely necessary for the efficient working and stability of the human race.  They are applicable for both believer and unbeliever alike.

2. There are four divine institutions:-

a) Free Will
(Genesis 2: 16-17; John 7:17)

b) Marriage
(Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:5-6)

c) Family
(Genesis 2:24, 4:1; Psalm 68:6; Ephesians 6:1-4)

d) National Governments
  (Genesis 9:6, 11:9; Romans 13:1-7)

3. Within the four are principles ordained by God for the protection, orderly function, survival and blessing of the human race.

4. Satanic attack on the things that God holds sacred is evil.  Anything that attacks, or violates the four “divine institutions” is evil: -

a) All violation of the free will of human beings is evil doing.

b) All violation of marriage is evil doing. Adultery and all forms of promiscuity, pornography, or other perversions (child abuse, etc), is evil doing.

c) All attacks on the sacredness of the family is evil doing. Child abuse comes into all three categories as one of the great evils.

d) All attacks upon the integrity of the nation state are evil, for God has established the nations as his way to limit evil and enhance opportunities to spread the gospel, reversing the curse of the tower of Babel.

5. Every divine institution is dependent for its function on the previous institutions: nations depend on families, families depend on marriage, marriage depends on freedom.

6. Believers are not to be known for attacking these four divine institutions; we are to be known as people who respect them and uphold them at all times.

FREE WILL

1.  Free will is the responsibility before God to choose a course of action.

2.  God gave Adam choice in the garden (Genesis 2:16-17).

3.  Free will exists in both believer and unbeliever (John 7:17).

4.  In Christianity free will cannot be coerced - it is a matter of obedience (2 Corinthians 5:10).

5.  Man is responsible for his actions, and must give an account to God (Revelation 20:11-15).

6.  Because man is subject to judgment there is an age at which children become accountable before God for their actions.

7.  Three problems which the Bible solves regarding free will:

a)  What about babies who die before they hear the gospel or those who are mentally not able to decide?

Solution - (2 Samuel 12:18) where a child born to David and Bathsheba dies on the 7th day, the day before circumcision which would have brought the child into a covenant relationship.  David says that he will go to be with the child indicating the child has been automatically saved without a covenant requirement. 

b) What about the physical damage which hinders the person causing a restriction of free will?

Solution - (John 9:1-7) where a man blind from birth is healed. Jesus did not bypass the free will but made up for the blindness. He breaks down the barriers for a person to do God's will but the free will of the person is not manipulated. 

c) What about spiritual damage to free will?

Solution - (Genesis 3:8) where after the fall God sought out Adam and Eve in the garden where they had hidden from him.  God will seek out all men and give them the opportunity of salvation.

8.  It is possible to harden your heart that it becomes impossible to believe or repent.  Examples in Scripture:

a) the Amorites and Canaanites of Joshua's day (Genesis 15:16)

b) the Pharaoh of the Exodus (Exodus 7- 11)

c) those who choose to worship the creation rather than the Creator (Romans 1:1-32)

d) those who accept the mark of the beast (Revelation 13:8)

e) the reaction of unbelievers at the Second Advent (Revelation 6:16).

9.  The person who desires to know God will find Him (John 7:17).

10.  If God is truly sovereign how can man have genuine free choice? 

In eternity past, God foreknew every decision and event which would occur in all creation.  He worked all things to work together to achieve His sovereign purpose. God uses His sovereign will as planner and creator, man uses his free will as a part of the creation.  

a) Paul as a prisoner on a ship bound for Rome predicts, having received advice from the angel of God, that there will be no loss of life but the ship will become a wreck.  The guarantee is a sovereign guarantee and therefore absolute.  Paul however tells the soldiers that they must stay on the boat to be saved.  They do and they are saved. Sovereign decrees by God therefore contain free will decisions by man (Acts 27).

b) The sovereign decree is that all things work together for good towards the goal of predestination and eventual glorification.  We have a guarantee that we will be in heaven.  Yet we continually make free will decisions in the process (Romans 8:28).

c) Daniel understood the time of "desolations" as seventy years as prophesied by Jeremiah and knew that it would end on time.  He now seeks by supplication with sackcloth and ashes forgiveness for Israel's sin on the basis that no discipline is going to be removed without the sin having been forgiven (Daniel 9:2).

11.  Free will can never be neutral - you are either obedient or disobedient to God (Isaiah 55:7-9).

MARRIAGE

1.  Man and angels have personality but only men and animals have "nephesh" and experience physical death. Angels do not die because they are spirits.

2.  Marriage requires both personality and life, therefore it is only applicable to man. There is no marriage in the angelic realm (Matthew 22:30).

3.  Definition:- the personal relationship between a male and female member of the human race which typifies the saving relationship between Christ and believers.

4.  God's instruction - "Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish and the fowl and every living thing". This shows that man should subdue and have dominion over the animal kingdom. 

5.  If God was a solitary personality there would be no divine example of relationships, however with the three personalities in the Godhead relationships are demonstrated. He is a personal God and we can therefore have a relationship with him.

6.  Marriage typifies the relationship between Christ and the church:

a) in the form of grace and faith (Ephesians 5:22), the word submit meaning to fall into line to the law of God which the carnal mind cannot do (Romans 8:7; 10:3).

b) you submit yourself by an act of freewill.

c) a family can strain marriage relationships if they are not submissive (Romans 13:1,5).

7.  Grace is typified by the male and faith by the female. If this pattern is not adhered to it results in misery and suffering.

8.  Grace and the man:

a) the man is in the role of an initiator

b) the man provides information to which the woman can respond but must not coerce her free will

c) the man has to show his character to the woman

d) the man has to be patient, a form of grace.

9.  Faith and the woman:

a) the woman is in the role of a responder

b) the woman makes the choice of her free will

c) she is the one who uses faith

d) the woman needs time to grow.

10.  Glory revealed:

a) The glory of God is shown in the man in the form of a changed life through regeneration.

b) The glory of the man is shown in the woman by changes in the woman. 

11.  Compatibility:

a) The important area of compatibility is that in the spiritual realm as one can be psychologically compatible with many people.

b) Spiritual compatibility is indicated by the phrase "one flesh" and is a picture of the union of Christ and the church.

12.  Satan will attempt to blur the differences between man and woman and cause role reversals. The degree to which this occurs reflects the level of decadence in a society.

13.  Legitimate reasons for the termination of marriage:

a) the death of one of the partners

b) the desertion of a believer by an unbelieving spouse where one of the two partners has become a Christian after marriage (1 Corinthians 7:10-16)

c) inappropriate marriage partners such as close relations as specified in (Leviticus 18)

d) adultery or fornication as this causes the destruction of the one flesh principle by forming another one flesh (Matthew 5:32; 19:9).

FAMILY

1. God instituted families and marriage from the start of mankind on earth (Genesis 2:24).

2. Marriage was to be monogamous (Genesis 2:24). They are classified as 'one flesh'. They must leave mother and father and set up their own house (Genesis 2:24; Ephesians 5:31; Matthew 19:4-5).

3. Adultery or breakdown of marriage was so serious a matter that it was included in the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:14).

4. The husband is the head of the family (Genesis 3:16).

a) He should be willing to die for her (Ephesians 5:22-23).

b) He provides for his family (Genesis 3:19; 1 Timothy 5:8).

c) He should rear the children in the fear of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4; Deuteronomy 6:6,7).

d) He should not provoke his children (Colossians 3:21).

5. Wives are subject to their husbands (Genesis 3:16; Ephesians 5:22,23. 1 Peter 3:1-6).

a) She has the place of honour in the home (1 Peter 3:7).

b) She has a deep desire for her husband (Genesis 3:16).

6. Children should be obedient to both parents (Ephesians 6:1-3; Proverbs 22:15; 23:13).

a) They must honour (Ephesians 6:2; 1 Timothy 5:4; John 19:26).

b) If they honour their father and mother they will have long lives (Exodus 20:12).

7. Three ways in which normal family life parallels the relationship that God the Father has with "The Christ"

a) It is grounded from one head - (1 Corinthians 15:45-50).

i) In the garden of Eden Adam was created first and Eve was taken from Adam's side. Eve had to be taken from Adam.  The second Adam was Jesus Christ and out of Him will come a new spiritual race. 

ii) I am my father's child because I have received from him his image. Similarly when we are born again we receive the image of God.

b) The family is subject to discipline - (Hebrews 12:3-15)

i) It is important to train your children to live righteously. 

ii) God's discipline trains us to walk in His will, in the place of blessing.

iii) The child must learn wisdom from the parents. (Exodus 12:24-28, Deuteronomy 6:6-25, Joshua 4:5-8) God is wisdom.

c) The parents are responsible for their family's conduct, morally and legally.  Our witness reflects on God.

8. In a survey in the U.S.A. eight reasons were given as to why the family unit was being weakened in that country.

a) The rise of promiscuity.

b) Transfer of the protection of the family from the head of the family to the State.

c) Transfer of the education of the child from the parents.

d) Movement of family recreation from the family to outside including television.

e) Transfer of the place of production from the home to the factory.

f) The use of aged accommodation for senior members of the family rather than them staying in the home.

g) The loss of traditional homemaking skills and the rise of the supermarket society.

h) Transfer of religious instruction from the home to outside. 

NATIONS AND RACES

1. God has set the geographical and historical boundaries for nations (Acts 17:26, Genesis 10:25; Deuteronomy 32:8).

2. All nations and races are descended from Noah's three sons Ham, Shem and Japheth (Genesis 9:19).

3. The nations were dispersed after the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:9).

4. Internationalism and one-worldism is therefore against the will of God (cf. Genesis 11:4,9).  Satan is attempting to 

unite the world as a counterfeit to the Millennium, when Christ will reign as King.

5. Nations are established by God to protect the freedoms and rights of people so that they may serve God peacefully 

(1Timothy 2:1-2).

6. The importance of free will - a government should not force people to accept or reject Christianity.

7. Freedoms in a nation are to be protected:

a) Externally by military forces

b) Internally by police forces and courts (Romans 13:4).  Capital punishment is an integral part of law enforcement (Genesis 9:6).

8. The effectiveness of believers within a nation determines its blessing or cursing (Deuteronomy 11:26-28, Genesis 18:17-33, Matthew 5:13).

9. When nations become evil, God must destroy them.  Examples include:

a) Amorites (Genesis 15:16, Deuteronomy 7:2)

b) Chaldea (Daniel 5).

10. Jews were forbidden to intermarry with other nations, so that the Jewish religion would not be defiled by heathen 

practices (Deuteronomy 7:1-3, Ezra 10:2,14)

a) Solomon's union with foreign women was evil (Nehemiah 13:23-27)

b) Abraham forbade Isaac to marry outside his people (Genesis 28:1)

c) Esau's marriage to Hittites brought grief (Genesis 26:34,35)

d) Moses' marriage to an Ethiopian caused trouble (Numbers 12:1).

11. The threefold split of humanity appears in the book of Acts as examples of salvation:

a) An Ethiopian (Hamitic) is saved in (Acts 10:1 -48)

b) Saul (Semitic) is saved in (Acts 9:1-16)

c) Cornelius (Japhetic) is saved in (Acts 10:1-48)

JERUSALEM IN ZEPHENIAH

Jerusalem is described in the days of Zephaniah. (3:3,4)

“Her princes within her are roaring lions” 

“her judges are evening wolves” 

“her prophets are light and treacherous persons” 

“her priests have polluted the sanctuary, they have done violence to the law” 

The authorities mentioned here are:

1) princes for the establishment and maintenance of law and order.

2) judges for the implementation of justice 

3) prophets and priests for teaching the form of worship and lifestyle as revealed in the Mosaic law.

Today we have their counterparts in the form of governments however constituted, and laws, and whatever religion or faith is prevalent. Each carries responsibility in the light of revealed truth.

Notwithstanding, every individual makes up society and each is responsible in their conscience to God. 

Man cannot destroy the divine institutions yet they can be greatly undermined as is the case in this the 21st century A.D.

ZEPHANIAH CHAPTER ONE

1:1  The word of the LORD which came unto Zephaniah the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hizkiah, in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah.

This is the longest genealogy given of any of the prophets whose books comprise part of the Old Testament canon.

If his ancestry goes back to King Hezekiah, then having royal blood, he would have access to the king’s court.

Being a generation older than the young king Josiah, he may have had some influence on the reforms the king later implemented.

The name of his father “Cushi” means ‘Ethiopian’ and may indicate some African element in his family.

1:2  I will utterly consume all things from off the land, saith the LORD.

The English transliterations of the Hebrew words appearing in this commentary are my own and do not necessarily reproduce the various pronunciations of the consonants or the short and long vowel sounds 

The Hebrew word “ha-’edamah” can be variously translated the ‘ground’, ‘land’ or ‘earth’ depending on the context.

Here the prophet is announcing a universal judgment that is going to extend to all creatures (v3) and not only to man, even though man’s sinfulness will be the cause of it.

The opening two words in the original are in such a construction as carrying a sense of certainty and finality. 

An early appearance of this construction is in Genesis 2:17 “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” 
Gen. 2:17 is the first warning of judgment upon man and the past 6000 years has demonstrated that death, both spiritual and physical, has prevailed.

There is a counterpart in the N.T. The Hebraism “Amen, amen” “verily, verily” introducing a solemn statement; often a matter of life or death

I will utterly consume all things from off the face of the earth, declares the LORD. In Noah’s day not every living creature was removed from the earth. All is never ended in its final sense.

At the final hour when the universe is dissolved God will create a new one. Eternity is called “the day of God”. Neither men nor angels will defile the new creation as they have done the first one. cf. 2 Peter 3:12,13

Psalm 102:25,26 “Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens are the work of thy hands.

They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed.”
1:3  I will consume man and beast; I will consume the fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of the sea, and the stumbling blocks with the wicked: and I will cut off man from off the land, saith the LORD.

As is often found in the Hebrew text, an overall statement occurs (v2) then the details are spelled out. cf. Genesis 5:1,2 ff

The pairing of creatures corresponds with their pairing at creation. 

On the fifth day God created the sea creatures and fowl that fly above the earth. “I will consume the fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of the sea,”

On the sixth day He created the living creatures, cattle and creeping things and beasts of the earth and also man. “and I will cut off man from off the land,”
The stumbling blocks in this passage are synonymous with idols (KJV margin).

Ezekiel 7:19 describes the response of people when judgment falls. “They shall cast their silver in the streets…their silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the LORD: they shall not satisfy their souls… because it is the stumbling block of their iniquity.” 

cf. Ezekiel 14:3,4,7  3  Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face: should I be inquired of at all by them?  4 Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; I the LORD will answer him that cometh according to the multitude of his idols;  7 For every one of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that sojourneth in Israel, which separateth himself from me, and setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to a prophet to inquire of him concerning me; I the LORD will answer him by myself: 

Stumbling blocks are often connected with valuables that come from wealth. At the final judgment before the Second Advent the tremendous wealth and power of merchant Babylon will suffer utter destruction (Revelation 14:8; 18:2-24)

In the following verses of this chapter the various forms of idolatry in Zephaniah’s day are described.

Man-made stumbling blocks obscure that which they claim to be. A clever device used by the devil. Such are the counterfeit religions that plague the world and lead humanity to perdition.

DOCTRINE

RELIGION

1.
Satan's religion is a humanly acceptable one: no sin, no judgment, no Saviour and no Hell. Satan appears as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:13-19,26).

2.
Many pastors in the churches are servants of Satan's policy, knowingly or unknowingly (Isaiah 30:12, Jeremiah 2:8, 2 Peter 2:1-10).

3.
Satan's strategy towards unbelievers is to keep them blinded to the gospel (2 Corinthians 4:3-4, Colossians 2:8, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10).

4.
Satan's strategy towards believers is: 


a)
to confuse by false teaching (Matthew 7:15, Romans 16:18)


b)
to appeal to pride (2 Corinthians 10:12)


c)
to promote idolatry (Habakkuk 2:18,19)


d)
to promote legalism (1 Timothy 1:7-8).

5.
Satan's policy calls for counterfeit faith:


a)
counterfeit gospel (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)


b)
counterfeit pastors (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)


c)
counterfeit communion (1 Corinthians 10:19-21)


d)
counterfeit doctrine (2 Timothy 4:1)


e)
counterfeit righteousness (Matthew 19:16-28)


f)
counterfeit way of life (Matthew 23)


g)
counterfeit power (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)


h)
counterfeit gods (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4).

1:4  I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place, and the name of the Chemarims with the priests;

After the Lord’s declaration of universal judgment He turns specifically to the nation bearing the name of His own royal tribe and the city of which He said, “In Jerusalem will I put my name.” (2 Kings 21:4)

Likewise in 2 Kings 23:27 judgment is predicted on Judah and Jerusalem: “And the LORD said, I will remove Judah also out of my sight, as I have removed Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house of which I said, My name shall be there.”
This verse commences with “I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah…” God being Spirit does not have hands so this is one of the many figurative expressions to convey truth in human terms. 

The Lord told Moses to tell Aaron to take his rod and stretch out his hand upon the waters of Egypt (Exodus 7:19); then followed the plagues of judgment upon Pharaoh and upon the idols of Egypt.

The ultimate idolatry will be when the world acclaims the Antichrist as Christ. When mankind worships the devil on a worldwide scale it will signal the universal judgment predicted by Zephaniah in verse 2 and elsewhere.

“I will cut off the remnant of Baal” (Zepheniah1:4) Baal meaning ‘owner, master, lord or husband’. Baal was a Canaanite deity. All that remained of Baal worship will be cut off.

Following the conquest of Canaan under Joshua the Israelites defected from their exclusive worship of Yahweh. “And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim.” (Judges 2:11)

The plural ending (im) signifies that the people were syncretizing Baal worship with their own religion.

This is reflected in such names as Jerubbaal ‘let Baal plead or contend’ given to Gideon by his father Joash. (Judges 6:32)

It seems there is an inherent tendency in man to turn to idols in place of the true God. This degeneration is graphically outlined in Romans 1:18-32

“I will cut off …the name of the Chemarims with the priests” (Zeph.1:4 b)

The Chemarims are understood as referring to idolatrous priests who embraced foreign gods along with the priests of Judah who have mixed Yahweh worship with other deities.

Also they could have been junior priests that effected the slaying of the sacrifices. The root of the Hebrew word is ‘black’ which may refer to the black robes they wore unlike the Jewish priests.

Cutting off the names as well as the deeds signifies an end to their heritage or a complete blotting out of their existence in human history.

DOCTRINE

IDOLATRY

1.
Idolatry is forbidden (Exodus 20:3,4,23; 23:24; Deuteronomy 4:28; 5:7; 6:14; 7:16; 8:19).

2.
In the Ten Commandments, the first commandment prohibits mental idolatry; the second commandment prohibits overt idolatry.

3.
Idolatry is spiritual adultery, an attack on the believer's love towards God (Jeremiah 3:8-10; Ezekiel 16:23-43; 23:24-30; Revelation 17:1-5).

4.
Idolatry of mind precedes idolatry of practice. Mental idolatry occurs before overt idolatry (Judges 2:10-13; Ezekiel 14:7).

5.
Idolatry occurs when the creation, rather than the Creator, is worshipped (Romans I:18-25).

6.
Demons function through idols and practices of idolatry (Zechariah 10:2).

7.
Idolatry is the devil's communion table (1 Corinthians 10:19-21).

8.
Idolatry is related to sexual sins under the phallic cult (Ezekiel 22:3-18; 23:37-49). Consequently idolatry has a adverse effect on both soul and body (1 Corinthians 6:9).

9.
Idolatry causes the national judgment of destruction and enslavement (Isaiah 2:8; 2:18-20; 21:9; 36:18-20; Jeremiah 2:27:30; 3:6-11; 7:17-20; 17:1-4; Ezekiel 6:4-6).

1:5  And them that worship the host of heaven upon the housetops; and them that worship and that swear by the LORD, and that swear by Malcham;

After the priests the prophet addresses the common people.

The housetops gave a clearer view with an increased sense of nearness to the heavenly bodies from the flat-roofed dwellings. There they would offer incense to their gods. This is worship of creation rather than the Creator.

The first recorded occurrence of this practice in Scripture is the tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9). At that time their intention of unity against God was countered by their scattering because they could not understand each other’s speech.

2 Kings 21:1-9 records what King Manasseh did at the time of Zephaniah’s childhood. “he reared up altars for Baal” (v3) “he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the LORD” (v4)

King Solomon introduced the worship of Milcom or Molech the Ammonite god to please his foreign wives. “For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods…For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites.” 1 Kings 11:4,5

Ashtoreth was the female counterpart of Baal and represented the fertility cult.

It has been noted that after the captivity of the nation of Judah in Babylon idolatry was eradicated from Israel.

“…them that worship and that swear by the LORD and that swear by Malcham” [v 1:5 b]
Rather “swear to the LORD” (KJV margin), the prepositions are different.

There is a divided loyalty as when Elijah confronted the people at Mount Carmel. “And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? If the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.” 1 Kings 18:21

The Lord demands our whole heart. It is either all or nothing. If Satan can capture half of our heart he has got us for what he wants (getting us away from the Lord).

The Lord Jesus addressed this issue in His Sermon on the Mount. “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” Matthew 6:24

DOCTRINE

DEMONS

1.
Occult practices such as astrology, divination and spiritism are condemned by the scriptures (Leviticus 19:31; Deuteronomy 18:9-12).  This was punishable by death in Israel (Leviticus 20:27).

2.
Demonism has exercised much influence in history (Ezekiel 21:21, Daniel 10:13).  Evil is associated with the rule of demon possessed kings (2 Kings 21:1-17).

3.
The judgment of demons involved the destruction of demon possessed people and religious systems associated with idolatry (Isaiah 19:1-3, cf. Deuteronomy 7:5).

4.
Many nations have been destroyed for demon practices:

a) Canaanites (Deuteronomy 18:9-12)

b) Babylonians (Isaiah 46:1-7, 47:1-15)

c) The judgment of Egypt's first born included the judgment of demons (Exodus 12:12).

5.
The return of nations to the battle of Armageddon is by demon influence (Revelation 16:13-16).

6.
Satan and the occult forces will be imprisoned during the Millennium (Isaiah 24:21-23; Revelation 20:1-3).

7.
Demons are called "hairy ones" (Leviticus 17:7), destroyers (Deuteronomy 32:17) and demons.

8.
Demons:

a) seek to possess men or animals (Mark 5:1-13)

b) deceive man into false doctrines (1 Timothy 4:1)

c) believe and tremble (James 2:19)

d) speak both truth and lies (2 Chronicles 18:21; Acts 16:17-18)

9. Satan rules the demon world (Matthew 12:24-28).  Demons have a heirarchy (Daniel 10:12,13,20; Ephesians 6:12).

10. Sacrificing to idols is worship of demons (Deuteronomy 32:17, Psalm 106:36-38, 1 Corinthians 10:19-21).

11. The following activities can lead to demon possession (for the unbeliever) or demon influence (for the believer):

a) Submission to demons through idolatry (1 Corinthians 10:19-21) and occult practices such as mental telepathy, clairvoyance and spiritism (Deuteronomy 18:9-12)

b) Specific dedication of one's body to demons, such as the Hindu soma and shamanism

c) Any practice in which you "lose control" of your mind and senses, such as drugs and alcohol (Galatians 5:20, the Greek word for "sorcery" is "pharmakeia"), meditation and trances, hypnotic rhythms in music and dance

d) Sexual cults, such as the asherah (Judges 6:25-28, 2 Kings 21:3).

12.
When people reject God, He may allow Satan and demons to administer discipline, even death (John 8:44, 1Corinthians 5:5, 1 Timothy 3:6-7).

13.
Demon influence can cause abnormal psychological behaviour, physical strength, sickness, etc (Mark 5:1-5, Job 2:6-8).

14.
Jesus Christ has conquered all demon power (Matthew 10:8).

1:6  And them that are turned back from the LORD; and those that have not sought the LORD, nor enquired for him.

This could infer that some reforms had been implemented and those that had at first followed were now turning back

“He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.” Matthew 12:30

“…those that have not sought the LORD, nor enquired for him.” [1:6 b]
As is the tendency of those who have turned from the light they stumble on and fail to seek the Lord or enquire of him. Thus a sin of deliberation is compounded by a sin of neglect.

How many injuries to ourselves would have been avoided if we had sought the Lord and asked him for guidance or wisdom in difficult circumstances.

DOCTRINE

PAGAN TRADITIONS

The following have their roots in pagan or pre-Christian ritual which have been combined with Christianity and are condemned in the scriptures:

1.
The use of pictures in worship (Numbers 33:52; Exodus 20:4,5).

2.
The decking of images in gold, silver and precious stones (Deuteronomy 7:25; Ezekiel 16:17,18).

3.
Monks' tonsure (Leviticus 21:5).

4.
Pagan worship in high places (Deuteronomy 12:2,3).

5.
Green trees (Deuteronomy 12:2,3).

6.
Astronomical objects (Deuteronomy 17:3).

7.
Use of loose standing pillars (phallic symbols) (Deuteronomy 12:3).

8.
Communion with the dead (Isaiah 8:19; 1 Samuel 28:3,9; Deuteronomy 18:10,14).

9.
Calling their priests 'father' (Matthew 23:9; Judges 17:10; 18:19).

10.
Kissing of images (Hosea 13:2; 1 Kings 19:18).

11.
Burning of incense to idols (2 Kings 18:4).

12.
Image processions (Isaiah 46:5-7).

13.
Drink offerings of blood (Psalm 16:4; Acts 15:29).

14.
Repetitious prayers (Matthew 6:7).

1:7  Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord GOD: for the day of the LORD is at hand: for the LORD hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests.

Literally - Hush, at the presence of the Lord GOD. In the presence of a holy God, we like the prophet Isaiah must cry within ourselves, “Woe is me! For I am undone”  How much more the man without a wedding garment. He will be speechless cf. Matthew 22:11,12

Whereas so far the writer has used the Tetragrammaton (YHWH) ‘LORD’ expressive of the self-existent God, now it is preceded with (Adonai). It brings in the aspect of God’s lordship or authority.

We see this in Genesis. Starting in 2:4 where it focuses on man and his relationship with God although the word Elohim follows the Tetragrammaton in the Genesis account.

Here it seems as if the Lord GOD is drawing our attention to His absolute sovereignty and holiness. 

“…for the day of the LORD is at hand” [1:7b] There is a sense in which a day of the Lord is at hand for each one of us. We do not know when our mortal lives will be terminated. That moment will be our personal day of the Lord.
We all face judgment in one form or another. “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” Hebrews 9:27,28

It is the sovereign ministry of God the Holy Spirit to convict (convince, warn) us of the three factors that are paramount; viz. sin, righteousness and judgment. It is the sin of unbelief that condemns us both now and forever. John 3:36

Likewise our own righteousness, goodness or human works are regarded as “filthy rags” by a pure and holy God. We need the righteousness of Christ that is given to everyone who believes (accepts, trusts in) Him. 2 Corinthians 5:21

The judgment of separation from God forever is reserved for the devil and his angels and all who reject or disregard the judgment that Christ received instead of us. Cf. John 16:7-11

History demonstrates that grace always precedes judgment therefore hardening of the heart is our greatest danger. This ultimately brought about the day of the Lord upon Judah.

The people of Noah’s day were given 120 years while the ark (symbolic of salvation) was being prepared. We are given an allotted time that may end any moment.

“…for the LORD hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests.” [1:7 c]

The word sacrifice comes from the verb (zabach) ‘to slaughter’. Something offered either willingly or unwillingly. As believers we are reckoned as sheep for the slaughter Romans 8:36 cf. Romans 12:1,2. 

Isaiah 34:6 “The sword of the LORD is filled with blood…for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea.” (cf. Jeremiah 46:10)

If man does not accept the supreme sacrifice of Christ made on man’s behalf, man himself becomes the sacrifice; the victim of his own choice. 

The LORD has “sanctified” his guests (see KJV margin). 

The word ‘guests’ is the qal passive participle of the verb  (qara’) ‘to call out, to summon’ hence the LORD has sanctified or set apart his “called out ones”. 

God uses any instrument he may choose to carry out his will. cf. Proverbs 16:4 “The LORD hath made all things for himself, yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.”
This terminology (sanctified or called out ones) is used in Isaiah of the impending invasion of Babylon by the Medes.

“The burden of Babylon…I have commanded my sanctified ones, I have also called my mighty ones for mine anger…They come from a far country…Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them…” Isaiah 13:1,3,5,17

So it is in our context in which time Jeremiah the prophet also lived and prophesied. “For thus saith the LORD unto the king’s house of Judah; Thou art Gilead unto me, and the head of Lebanon: yet surely I will make thee a wilderness, and cities which are not inhabited. And I will prepare destroyers against thee, everyone with his weapons…” Jeremiah 22:6,7

Gilead, east of Jordan had rich woodlands with grazing pastures. Joseph was sold to a company of Ishmaelites coming down “from Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh”

Lebanon was known for its dense forests as well as its produce of various fruit trees and nuts together with its springs and streams. So the contrast of it becoming a “wilderness” describes the severity of the devastation.

In later years the area that now comprises Lebanon and Israel lost much of its forest due to the devastating slash and burn tactics of occupying forces.

As in our context God uses any instrument He chooses, so in the days of King Ahab God allowed an evil spirit to persuade the king to go into battle. He lost and died. For Ahab that was a personal judgment for his wickedness. 1 Kings 22:1-40

In other cases God stirs up an ungodly nation to war against another nation in line for judgment. Then in turn the ungodly nation is judged.

Much evil that would otherwise prevail in the world is being restrained by God. Sometimes nations are completely obliterated because they have sunk to a level where they would be a threat to civilisation if they were allowed to continue.

Such will be the situation when the Church departs from the world as the restraining effect of the Holy Spirit working through them is also removed. Cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:7 “…only He who now letteth (restrains) will let, until He be taken out of the way”.

In the imagery of a feast, the sanctified ones (Judah’s enemy) will be the ‘guests’ and the sacrifice itself will be the rebellious Jews.

1:8  And it shall come to pass in the day of the LORD's sacrifice, that I will punish the princes, and the king's children, and all such as are clothed with strange apparel. 

Note the king himself will be spared; in the context, godly Josiah.

The word (paqad) punish’ has the basic meaning of a superior visiting or examining a subordinate to make a change either for better or worse.

“clothed with strange apparel” - the royalty are aping their pagan neighbours some of whom wore gorgeous apparel. Cf. the “goodly Babylonish garment” that Achan coveted (Joshua 7:21)

A more serious trend was embracing the pagan customs and lifestyle which excluded Yahweh.

1:9  In the same day also will I punish all those that leap on the threshold, which fill their masters' houses with violence and deceit. 

“leap on the threshold” is a problematic expression but as we read it is synonymous with an intrusion for the purpose of deceit. It could be a proverbial term for those who by violence enrich themselves.

As households were superstitiously thought to be guarded by household gods it may have been an attempt to bypass them.

Servants of the wealthy were stealing from the poor to enrich their masters’ houses.

1:10  And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD, that there shall be the noise of a cry from the fish gate, and a howling from the second, and a great crashing from the hills. 

There is progressive alarm as the invading forces are pictured entering the city. Jerusalem is evidently the city not named.

The entrance to the city was at the fish gate. The fish gate probably was next to the market on the north side where the fish caught in the Sea of Chinnereth (Galilee) or the River Jordan was brought in.

The second level is where Huldah the prophetess lived described in 2 Kings 22:14 as the “second part” (KJV margin).

The third part or level (the hills) would be Zion, Moriah and Ophel and the fortified sections where the inhabitants would feel most impregnable.

The phrase (me-ha-geba‘oth) “from the hills” is often used as referring to the high places of illicit worship to false gods. Certainly this had occurred in Jerusalem.

As the invaders advance so does the intensity of what follows: a cry, a howling and a great crashing. Those who live at the top have further to fall.

DOCTRINE

DAY

The word "Days" is used in the Bible in three different ways:

1. The Day which is less than 24 hours

a) The day of salvation is the moment of time when an individual believes in the Lord Jesus Christ and refers to that moment of faith in Christ. (2 Corinthians 6:2)

b) The day of Christ - is the rapture of the Church which will be instantaneous "in the twinkling of an eye" (Philippians 1:10, 2:16, 1 Corinthians 15:52)

c) The day of wrath - is the Great White Throne Judgement when the unbeliever is judged by Jesus Christ and cast into the Lake of Fire. (Romans 2:5-6, Revelation 20:11-15)

d) The day of declaration - refers to the Judgment Seat of Christ, when the works of Church Age believers will be judged. (1 Corinthians 3:13, 2 Corinthians 5:10)

2. The Day which is more than 24 hours

a) The day of redemption which refers to the resurrection of believers for all eternity. (Ephesians 4:30)

b) The day of the Lord can refer to the Tribulation, Second Advent or Millennium, depending on the context. (Isaiah 2:12, 13:6, Joel 1:15, 2:1 Zechariah 14:1, 1 Thessalonians 5:2, 2 Peter 3:10)

c) The day of God - which refers to eternity. (2 Peter 3:12)

3. The Twenty-four Hour Day - the solar day

a) The six days of the earth's restoration were literal 24-hour days. (Genesis 1:3-31)

b) The Sabbath (Exodus 20:10) a holy day in the dispensation of Israel.

c) The Lord's Day - which is Sunday, in remembrance of the Resurrection. (Revelation 1:10)

d) Living "one day at a time" concept in the Christian life. (Romans 14:5-6)

1:11  Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh, for all the merchant people are cut down; all they that bear silver are cut off. 

“Maktesh” literally ‘mortar or trough’. This may refer to the depression called the Tyropoeon Valley (valley of the cheesemakers), an area of merchandise where merchants traded in a daily lifestyle of fraud. The sound of the pestle would be heard pounding the grain in the mortars (bowl-shaped vessels). Like the grain that was being crushed, they themselves would be crushed.

“the merchant people” – literally ‘all the people of Canaan’ signifying the pagan practices they were using.

Cf. Hosea 12:7 (describing the reproof of Ephraim) “He is a merchant, the balances of deceit are in his hand: he loveth to oppress (deceive - KJV margin).”

“all they that bear silver” literally ‘all that are laden with silver’. The merchants were exploiting the people and becoming rich by fraudulent means.

Cf. James 5:1-8  Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten.  Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days. Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you. Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also patient; establish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 
It should be noted that in these last few verses (Zephaniah 1:4-11) the Lord has focussed His attention upon His own heritage, His own city and His own people.

The clear implication is that the people to whom God has given greater revelation shall be required to answer for the grace given.

As was the case before the flood and later at the time of Abraham’s call, there was universal degeneracy and idolatry.

In both instances God intervened. 

Because of the infiltration of fallen angels which corrupted the human race He wiped out the cancerous element in Noah’s day.

Later in Abraham’s day because of the widespread idolatry and for other reasons including the Messianic line He set apart one person which led to one family, one tribe and finally one descendant who was born of that line through a virgin.

Likewise in Zephaniah’s day God is preserving a faithful remnant (people like Jeremiah and those who survived in captivity: Daniel and his three friends).

Later we shall see that the poor and lowly escaped the captivity and were left behind to cultivate the land.

As in the days of Zephaniah so it is today. There are warning signs for those who are alert. 

“For the wrath of God is revealed (present tense – is continuously being revealed) from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth (who are actively holding down or suppressing the truth) in unrighteousness”. Romans 1:18

DOCTRINE

WEEP AND HOWL

"WEEP AND HOWL" – A PHRASE USED AS A PROPHETIC WARNING

1. It is used in association with the Fifth Cycle of National Discipline for Israel.  (Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 30, 31)

2. It is a phrase that indicates the "Day of the Lord" is at hand. (Isaiah 13:6)

3. It is a phrase associated with the destruction of the land of Palestine in war. (Isaiah 14:31, Ezekiel 21:8 –13)

4. It is also associated with the destruction of other cities and nations:

Moab - Isaiah 15:1ff


Tyre - Isaiah 23:1

Heshbon - Jeremiah 49:3


Babylon - Jeremiah 51:8

Philistia - Jeremiah 47:1, 2 


Egypt - Ezekiel 30:1,2

Maktesh - Zephaniah 1:11


Lebanon - Zechariah 11:1-3.

5. Howling is associated with people longing for deliverance (Isaiah 52:5).  Also associated with people repenting of evil in the midst of divine judgement for their sins (Jeremiah 4:8, Micah 1:8).

6. Howling is also associated with believers who have got way out of fellowship with the Lord (Isaiah 65:14).

1:12  And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are settled on their lees: that say in their heart, The LORD will not do good, neither will he do evil. 

The word “search” is the verb (chaphas) which in the qal stem is ‘to search out’ but here in the piel stem means ‘to search out thoroughly or diligently’. “I will thoroughly search out Jerusalem with lamps.” Nothing is hidden from the Lord both now and in the day of judgment.

“The spirit of man is the candle (lamp) of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly” Proverbs 20:27

“For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.” 1 Corinthians 2:11

“But the natural (unregenerate) man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 1 Corinthians 2:14. This emphasises how hopeless it is for unregenerate man without the Holy Spirit to understand spiritual things.

“I will…punish the men that are settled on their lees” The imagery comes from wine which if not transferred from bottle to bottle forms a hard sediment.

Cf. Jeremiah 48:11 “Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and he hath settled on his lees, and hath not been emptied from vessel to vessel…”
Therefore it becomes synonymous with those who have become complacent and presume that God is so far away that He does neither evil nor good; as though God created the universe and then left it to its own resources. Or as if it were a clock He wound up and just left ticking.

To live without God while we are conscious of Him is tantamount to insanity or self delusion.

DOCTRINE

CONSCIENCE

1. Conscience is awareness of what is right and what is wrong, the ability to discern between good and evil (Hebrews 5:14).

2. Conscience is imperfect, since it is based on human knowledge and ability.

3. Conscience is found in both saved and unsaved.

4. In the believer:

a) it testifies (2 Corinthians 1:12)

b) it bears witness in the Holy Spirit (Romans 9:1)

c) it should be good (1 Timothy 1:5)

d) it leads to submission (1 Peter 2:19)

e) it is pure (1 Timothy 3:9).

5. In the unbeliever:

a) it justified Paul's actions (Acts 23:1)

b) it convicted the scribes (John 8:9)

c) it bears witness (Romans 2:15)

d) it may be defiled (Titus 1:15)

e) it can be seared (1 Timothy 4:2).

6. A believer with a weak conscience has no right to evaluate any other believer (1 Corinthians 10:27-30).

7. The conscience in (1 Corinthians 8:1,13) causes Christians to act in a compassionate and thoughtful way in relation to weaker brothers. 

8. The conscience works in conjunction with the Holy Spirit and the Word of God: (Romans 9:1)

a) People who refuse to heed the conviction of God in the conscience "harden their hearts" and their conscience becomes less receptive (Ephesians 4:17-19, 1 Timothy 4:2).

b) When the conscience is completely blinded, God delivers people over to their own delusions  (Romans 1:18-32, Revelation 17:8, 1Timothy 4:1,2).

1:13  Therefore their goods shall become a booty, and their houses a desolation: they shall also build houses, but not inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, but not drink the wine thereof. 

What was forewarned in the law, either blessing for obedience or cursing for disobedience, (Lev. 26:32,33; Deut. 28:39) is soon to become a reality.

Leviticus 26:32, 33  And I will bring the land into desolation: and your enemies which dwell therein shall be astonished at it. 33  And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword after you: and your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste.

Deuteronomy 28:39  Thou shalt plant vineyards, and dress them, but shalt neither drink of the wine, nor gather the grapes; for the worms shall eat them.
For the rich, ‘goods’ are their wealth. In fact the word (chelam) is a term used elsewhere as ‘strength of the people’.

The very possessions they cherish shall become booty. There is an expression “you can’t take it with you”.

“For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.” 1 Timothy 6:7

Expectations can be short-lived if they are not based upon godly desires. “Go to now, ye that say, Today or tomorrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” James 4:13,14

Wealth in itself is not spoken against in Scripture. Some saintly people were very wealthy such as Abraham. Others put their possessions at the disposal of the Lord during His incarnation.

The misuse of wealth or its unlawful acquisition is wrong. “For the love of money is a root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” 1 Timothy 6:10

1:14  The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. 

The day of the LORD is a subject that looms large in the OT prophets, not least in the ‘Twelve’. Amos predicts the judgment coming upon Israel and the surrounding nations.  Compare also the prophet Joel who ministered in Judah.

Zechariah chapters 12-14 describes the time immediately preceding the Second Advent which together with the millennium reign is included elsewhere as the day of the LORD.

As Zephaniah describes the judgment upon Judah and the nations immediately surrounding so it is a picture of the events leading up to the Second Advent when all nations will descend on Jerusalem. As it was in the past so it will be in the future; the Lord God controls all the powers of heaven and earth.

Whereas all things in history are not His sovereign will, yet He permits evil to run its course before it is finally judged.

In the preceding verses the writer has been describing the various sinful activities that have precipitated judgment. In verses 14-18 there is the calamity of judgment when it is too late to try and escape. The nearness of the great day of the LORD is emphasised and its rapid approach. 

The voice of the day of the LORD in holy wrath is contrasted with the cry of mighty men in bitterness. Cf. Isaiah 42:13 “The LORD shall go forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy like a man of war: he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall prevail against his enemies.” 

1:15  That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 

A day of God’s wrath is described in word pairs.

Trouble and distress in the lives of people.

Wasteness and desolation implying destruction of the landscape.

Darkness and gloominess as in blindness and hopelessness.

Clouds and thick darkness, symbolic of the condition when light is hidden. 

Each pair having their spiritual counterparts when people have turned away from God and are reaping the consequences of sinful lives.

It will be the lot of those in a soon coming age upon whom God will send “strong delusion…because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved” cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:10,11

1:16  A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers. 

The practice was to build walls around the cities with indentations and towers at the corners so that the enemy would be exposed on both flanks.

Whatever men build around themselves in this world or count on as a means of strength is but for a moment.

Empires, nations and cities have fallen that once were mighty. Only what God builds remains.

1:17  And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. 

Sin in any form brings darkness. Satan, the god of this world, has blinded the minds of unbelievers. cf. 2 Corinthians 4:4

The full tragedy of the effect of sin upon man is clearly spelt out in this verse , blindness, death and destruction.

DOCTRINE

SIN

1. Sin means to fall short (like an arrow falling short of the target) of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).

2. Therefore, anything which does not meet God's standard of righteousness and holiness is sin.

3. It is clear to see, then, that mankind, in his own strength, cannot achieve the righteousness of God (Romans 3:9-10).

4. The sin of Adam:

a) Sin entered the world with Adam (Genesis 3:1-5, Romans 5:12).

b) The penalty of sin is death (Romans 6:23)

i) spiritual death - separation from God in time (Genesis 3:8)

ii) physical death - separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 3:19, 5:5)

iii) eternal death - separation from God in the Lake of Fire Revelation 20:13-14).

c) The man, Adam, as head over the woman, was therefore held responsible for sin (Romans 5:12).

d) The penalty of sin is imputed to all people, and, apparently, passed down through the male in birth.

e) Because Jesus was born of a virgin, He did not inherit the sin nature from Adam.

f) As a sinless man, He was therefore qualified to offer Himself as a sacrifice to pay the penalty of sin (death - spiritual and physical).

g) Because Christ has paid the penalty for sin for us, those who trust in Him are no longer condemned (Romans 5:19, 8:1).

5. All of creation is corrupted as a result of sin (Genesis 3:16-19, Romans 8:20-22).

6. Three types of sin:-

a) Adam's sin is imputed to all mankind

b) As a result, we all inherit a sinful nature

c) As a result, we therefore commit personal sins.

7.  Sin manifests itself in three categories:

a) Sins of action/deed

i) Examples include murder, adultery, stealing

b) Sins of the tongue/spoken

i) Examples include lying, slander, gossip, blasphemy

ii) Out of the seven "worst" sins, three are sins of the tongue (Proverbs 6:16-19)

iii) Can result in the sin unto death (Psalm 12:3)

iv) God protects and blesses the believer who is victimised by the sins of the tongue (Matthew 5:11-12)

v) Troublemakers are always characterised by sins of the tongue (Psalm 52:2).

c) Sins of the mind

i) Examples include pride, coveting, jealousy, bitterness, hatred, vindictiveness.

8. Recovery from sin:

a) When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.  The Holy Spirit is grieved, and can no longer control your life.

b) Confess the known sin (1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18) God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins.

c) Examine your motivation - this involves full surrender to God (Romans 12:1-2, 2 Corinthians 13:5).

d) Move on from the sin which you have confessed. Don't get tied up with guilt - this is another sin. (Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12)

e) Resume your active spiritual walk.  Avoid areas where you might be tempted. (Hebrews 12:12-13) 

f) Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God (James 5:16).

g) In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).

9. Jesus washed the feet of the disciples (John 13:10):-

a) The body is clean - we were eternally forgiven once and for all at the cross (Hebrews 10:1-12).

b) The feet need regular washing - we must confess our sins to the Father to restore fellowship (1John 1:9).

10. Satan constantly accuses us of our sins before God (Revelation 12:10).  However, the Lord Jesus Christ is our Advocate/Lawyer in heaven (1 John 2:1).  He pleads for us by saying that the penalty for that sin has been paid in full.

11. Names for sin include:-

a) Unbelief - denial of the truth. (John 16:9, Hebrews 3:12)

b) Lawlessness - rejection of rules of life. (1 Timothy 1:9)

c) Iniquity - evil acts. (Acts 8:22, 23)

d) Trespass - encroachment on God's authority. (Ephesians 2:1)

e) Disobedience - refusal to obey. (Hebrews 2:2)

f) Transgression - violation of law. (Luke 15:29, Galatians 3:19)

12. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, due to habitual unconfessed sin or rebellion against God. (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11:31, 32)  Examples:

a) The Corinthian Pervert - (1 Corinthians 5)

b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's table in an unworthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)

d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)

e) Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1 -11).

13. There is only one sin which can't be forgiven - the unpardonable sin - rejection of Jesus Christ.

a) It is based upon rejection of the ministry of the Holy Spirit to reveal the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour. Genesis  6:3,  John 16:7-11,  Hebrews 10:29.

b) Synonyms for the unpardonable sin are:  willful sin (Hebrews 10:26-31),  blasphemy against the Holy Spirit  (Matthew 12:31),  resisting the Holy Spirit (Acts 7:51),  insulting the Holy Spirit (Hebrews 10:29).

14. The first recorded sin was that of Satan - pride (Isaiah 14:12-14).

15. God is not the author of sin nor the author of temptation. It is incompatible with the nature of God for Him to create sin because of His divine character.  (James 1:13)

16. Temptation comes from the world, the flesh (sin nature within man), or Satan.  If he entertains the sin, man then chooses to sin - sin is therefore a result of man's own free will. (James 1:14)

SIN:  THE BARRIER BETWEEN MAN AND GOD

INTRODUCTION

1. The Character of God:

a) God is sovereign, absolute righteousness, justice, love, eternal life, all powerful, all knowing everywhere, unchangeable and truth.

b) God is one in essence but three in personality:  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. These three personalities have the same essence.

c) God the Father is the planner of man's salvation; God the Son is the executor of the plan of salvation, and God the Holy Spirit is the revealer of this plan.

2. God's Divine Plan:

a) A conference was held in eternity past between God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Divine Planning) whereby it was made possible for man to have fellowship with God.

b) God's foreknowledge recognized a barrier would exist in time and that all people would be behind this barrier. (Romans 3:23)

c) Sin is a failure to measure up to God's perfect righteousness, a failure to possess "The perfect righteousness". Man cannot remove this barrier. God's Righteousness and Justice must be satisfied before His love can come to man.

d) God the Father is the author of a plan whereby He decided to treat the human race on the basis of Grace (all the Father does for us). Grace is receiving a gift. It is undeserved and unmerited, and contrary to all human concepts.

e) God the Son removed the barrier by His death on the cross. We receive Him as our personal Saviour, and perfect righteousness is credited to us. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

AN EXPLANATION OF THE BARRIER AND ITS REMOVAL

1. Problem of Sin:

a) Sin exists in three categories:  imputed sin, (all sinned when Adam sinned) inherent sin (the sinful nature) personal sin (sins committed).

b) Man is a sinner because Adam sinned and passed down the sin nature to the human race. The penalty of sin is spiritual death (Romans 5:12, 6:23) Every member of the human race is a sinner as far as God is concerned. (Romans 3:23)

c) In John 8:31-32 Jesus Christ addressed the Jews who believed on Him and told them to go on in truth and use what He provided. Truth sets us free from the Mosaic Law to serve the Lord and operate in grace.

d) The unbelieving, religious Jews (v 33) said they were Abraham's seed and not in bondage. They were actually in bondage to the Roman Empire, their religious leaders, and the Mosaic Law. He told them about the bondage of sin.

e) They are all born in the slavery of sin, for no member of the human race can free himself or other members of the human race. Jesus Christ became true humanity to liberate the human race. He was born outside the slavery of sin by the virgin birth as the God-Man. He paid the price for freedom of the human race - this is redemption.

2. Solution to the Problem of Sin:  Redemption and Atonement:

a) The "son abides in the house forever" (John 8:35), for Jesus Christ is "the son". He is eternal life and holy and when man believes on Him man is free and enters into union with Jesus Christ. Christianity is a relationship to Jesus Christ, not a religion.

b) The purchase price of our redemption is His blood (1 Peter 1:18,19, Ephesians 1:7, Revelation 1:5, Hebrews 9:11-14, Galatians 3:13), representing His death. Jesus Christ bore the sins of the whole world (past, present and future) on the cross.

c) God is absolute righteousness and justice; the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23, Colossians 2:14). Jesus Christ cancelled the "IOU" the human race owed God. The human race owes God perfect righteousness.

d) God is perfect righteousness and we cannot pay perfect righteousness. Jesus Christ died on the cross, paying the penalty of our sins. This is expiation (Romans 5:8)

e) The doctrines of Redemption and Expiation are found in Psalm 22:1-6. God the Father and Holy Spirit left the Son because He was bearing our sins on the cross. (Matthew 27:46)

3. The Problem of Physical Birth (John 3) and its Solution:  Regeneration:(John 3:1-15)

a) Nicodemus (v 1) was a Pharisee. He was a very religious man, attending church three times a day and praying seven times a day. He was sincere and was a product of "salvation by works".

b) He was also a ruler of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night because he was too busy during the day doing "good". (v 2)

c) He called Jesus Rabbi or "Doctor". He admitted more than most Pharisees for he said they knew Jesus came from God, for no one could keep doing the miracles He did except God was with Him. (v 2)

d) Jesus interrupted, knowing his problem.  "Except a man be born again".  Nicodemus needed to be born again. (v 3)

e) Why is the new birth necessary? Man is born in this world with a soul (ability to understand and categorize human phenomena), a conscience (standard by which we judge right or wrong), and a sin nature (the source of all personal sins). The human spirit is unactivated. We are born physically alive and capable of having fellowship with members of the human race, but we are spiritually dead and cannot have fellowship with God (Ephesians 2:1). We need to be born again.

f) Nicodemus' response (v 4). He cannot think in terms of spiritual things for he has no human spirit. He asked if he could be born again physically.

g) The new birth is a spiritual birth (v 5), so Jesus Christ uses spiritual language, - water.

i) The context determines the meaning of "water" (1) Salvation - (Isaiah 55:1, Revelation 22:17) (2) God the Holy Spirit - (John 7:37-39) (3) God's Word - (1 Peter 1:23, Ephesians 5:26, James 1:18)

ii) Here "water" is used symbolically for God's Word. The new birth is a spiritual birth. The Kingdom of God is the kingdom of eternal relationship with God.

h) Contrast of two births (v 6). "That which is born of the flesh is flesh (physical birth). That which is born of the Spirit is spirit (spiritual birth)." Nicodemus should not be surprised (v 7). He needed to be born again.

i) The illustration (v 8) the wind. It can be heard but not seen. The new birth is not visible. Nicodemus still does not understand (v 9).

j) Jesus Christ used sarcasm (v 10,11) to shock Nicodemus. He is a doctor of divinity and does not understand. The Trinity ("we") knows what they speak (all knowing). Nicodemus does not have an open mind.

k) No member of the human race (v 13) ever ascended, but Jesus Christ who came from heaven (as the God Man). As God He is everywhere, and as God and Man, Jesus Christ is on earth at the same time.

l) How to be born again (v 14,15). Jesus Christ refers to (Numbers 21:4-9) the incident of the brazen serpent which was raised on a pole. This pictures Jesus Christ hanging on the cross bearing the sins of the world. (Colossians 2:14,15)

m) The result (v 15). Whoever believes in Jesus Christ shall not perish but have eternal life. The problem of physical birth is removed by the new birth. We are born spiritually by regeneration or the new birth.

4. Problem of Human Righteousness and Its Solution:  Justification and Imputation:

a) Man has no righteousness in himself as far as God's viewpoint is concerned although he may be more righteous than other members of the human race when he compares himself with them. (Isaiah 64:6)

b) God is absolute righteousness and He cannot have fellowship with us when we have human righteousness. Good deeds put us more in debt to God. (Romans 4:1-4)

c) Perfect or absolute righteousness is credited or imputed to us at the moment of salvation. (2 Corinthians 5:21) -imputation.

d) We are justified or made righteous on the basis of the absolute righteousness which God gives us.

5. Problem of the Character of God and Its Solution:  Propitiation and Reconciliation.

a) Propitiation is an act of God whereby He is satisfied with the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. Jesus Christ satisfied the righteousness and justice of God.

b) Reconciliation looks at the cross from man's viewpoint. Man is reconciled to God. God is never said to be reconciled. Propitiation looks at the cross from God's viewpoint.

6. Problem of Position in Adam and Its Solution:  Positional Truth:

a) At the moment of salvation we enter into union with Jesus Christ (Romans 8:38,39, 2 Corinthians 5:17). This is called the baptism of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13)

b) By our first birth we are "in Adam" (1 Corinthians 15:22). By the new birth we share Christ's eternal life, His righteousness, His destiny, His sonship, His priesthood. etc. Everything He is, we are-, and all He has, we have.

c) Christianity is a relationship to Jesus Christ that cannot change. The barrier between God and man has been removed by Jesus Christ on the cross.

d) The issue now is the person of Jesus Christ. He has solved the problem of sin in the human race.

SUMMARY OF THE BARRIER AND ITS REMOVAL

BARRIER






WORK OF CHRIST

SIN (Romans 3:23)




Redemption (1 Corinthians 1:29-30, Colossians 1:14) 






Unlimited Atonement (1 John 2:2, 2 Peter 2:1)

PENALTY





Expiation (Colossians 2:14) 

(Romans 6:23)

BIRTH






Regeneration (John 3:3, Galatians 3:26, John 1:11-12) 

(John 3:6)

CHARACTER OF GOD




Propitiation (1 John 2:2, Romans 3:25) 

(Romans 3:23)

RIGHTEOUSNESS OF MAN



Justification (Romans 3:24, Romans 5:1) 

(Isaiah 64:6)





Imputation (Romans 3:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

LIFE






Positional Truth (1 John 5:11-12) 

(1 Corinthians 15:22)

1:18  Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD's wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land. 

This again speaks of universal judgment on the whole earth, the same word translated ‘the earth’ jerf)fh (ha-’aretz) in 2:3

Whereas the prophet is addressing his own people, the Jews, we should bear in mind that all OT Scripture is recorded for our benefit and provides true illustrations of how God deals with His creation. The lessons so taught in their context provide light for the present day.

“Now all these things (citing the OT experiences and failings of the Exodus generation under Moses) happened unto them for ensamples (examples or types): and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world (aiwnwn ‘ages’) are come”. 1 Corinthians 10:11

As there are ages or dispensations clearly taught in Scripture and as the Cross has completed the work of redemption, the only age remaining is the age of Christ when He returns to rule the world with a “rod of iron”.

Therefore this present age is the last in which men will have dominion over the world. The Lord Jesus referred to “the times of the Gentiles” which have a limited duration.

_Luke 21:24  (The Lord Jesus speaking) “And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”

The day of the Jew is far from being over. They have a glorious future that will follow their refining.

The times of the Gentiles as an era of world ruling power began with the Babylonian empire of Nebuchadnezzar. Since that time until the present day Gentiles have dominated the world scene but their time is drawing to a close. The urgency of these last days cannot be overstressed.

As all Scripture is “God-breathed” (2 Timothy 3:16) we must ‘breathe in’ the everyday lessons it teaches and apply them just as we breathed in air at our birth when God gave us mortal life.

The Lord Jesus said, “…the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” John 6:63

The church age has gone through the seven phases illustrated by the seven churches of Asia in Revelation chs.2 and 3. 

There is no doubt that we are now in the Laodicean phase characterised by lukewarmness. As the church has largely lost its influence compared with the previous Philadelphian era so goes the society in which it lives.

The church is the “salt of the earth”. It acts as a preservative but when it loses its savour it is cast out and trodden under foot. Cf. Matthew 5:13

Most spiritual hunger today is occurring in countries where there is little in the way of material wealth whereas ‘western society’ is witnessing an anti-Christian trend.

ZEPHANIAH CHAPTER TWO

2:1  Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not desired; 

A nation that has become shameless is exhorted to repentance. 

The verb (qashash) is related to the noun (qash) ‘stubble, chaff’. The verb in its literal sense means ‘to gather stubble’ (in order to be burnt).

The imagery could imply the idea of gathering good or noble thoughts rather than those things regarded as dissipations (chaff) which is blown away.

More probably it has the same imagery as Joel 2:16-17  “Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God?

“O nation not desired;” [2:1 b] 
The Lord has announced the coming judgment. His people have become “not desired” - they are dead to shame. 

In light of the pronouncements of 1:14-18 with its total devastation, the Lord extends a word of mercy.

We remember that when Judas met the Lord Jesus at His arrest with a kiss of betrayal; the Lord held out an offer of mercy:

“Friend, wherefore art thou come?” Matthew 26:50

“Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?” Luke 22:48

At the very last Judas could have changed his mind otherwise the Lord would not have put His searching question.

2:2  Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the LORD come upon you, before the day of the LORD's anger come upon you. 

A threefold warning; as that which is in the womb is being prepared, so the day of the Lord’s anger, what He has decreed, will break forth at its appointed time.

Days that pass as the chaff are both fleeting and lost. Eternity for each of us hangs on a moment of time.

Together with the Lord’s unchanging character of love there is the outcome of the violation of His love.

Sinners who go on in their blindness and hardness of heart do so contrary to God’s will for He is not willing that any should perish. (2 Peter 3:9)

2:3  Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD's anger. 

The concept of earnest seeking is established for the humble in Deuteronomy 4:29 “But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul.”
In Psalm 27 David writes about those whom the LORD will hide “in the time of trouble”

Psalm 91:1-9 speaks of the LORD’s protection of him “that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High”.

John 3:16-21 and 36 summarize the state of the believing and the unbelieving and why men love darkness rather than light (because their deeds are evil).

Hebrews 12:5-11 gives the reason for God’s Fatherly discipline.

Following the threefold exhortation of v2, there comes a call to the meek to:“seek the LORD” “seek righteousness” “seek meekness”.

The meek, the (‘anaw) are the humble, the poor and the lowly. They have already trusted in Yahweh but there is always the need for further diligence. Cf. 2 Peter 1:5-8

When the enemy forces conquered Jerusalem under Nebuzaradan the poor were left alive to be husbandmen and vinedressers in the land. Cf. 2 Kings 25:12

This threefold construction is significant in Numbers 6:23-26 and foreshadows the fuller revelation of the Holy Trinity in the New Testament. “Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying,  On this wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto them, The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.” 

Cf. 2 Corinthians 13:14  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen. 

DOCTRINE

TRINITY

1.
There is one God.  He has manifest Himself in three personalities. (2 Samuel 23:1-3, Isaiah 48:16, Isaiah 63:7-10, Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:33, 2 Corinthians 13:14)

2.
The oneness of God refers to the unity or sameness of character.  All three members of the Trinity are equal (Philippians 2:6, Deuteronomy 6:4, Acts 17:29, Romans 1:20, Colossians 2:9), although they have different functions/purposes in relation to man.

3.
The three members are distinguished according to their function in the plan of salvation (1 Peter 1:2-3)

a) The Father - the authority, who planned our salvation (Isaiah 14:27, John 4:34, 5:17, 12:44, 1Corinthians 8:6a, Ephesians 3:11)

b) The Son - the obedient son, who was born as a man, died for our sins, and rose from the dead  (John 4:34, 5:17, Hebrews 10:7)

c) The Holy Spirit - the ministering servant, who reveals the Son and sanctifies us  (John 16:8-11).

4.
The Son is the only visible member of the Trinity (John 1:18, 6:46, 1 Timothy 6:16, 1 John 4:12).  He was revealed in the Old Testament in Christophonies (e.g. the Angel of Jehovah) and became flesh in the New Testament (Exodus 3:14 cf. John 8:58; Psalm 10:16 cf. Revelation 11:15; Zechariah 14 cf. Revelation 19).

5.
 Evidences of the Trinity:

a) Affirmed by the use of the title Elohim (plural, Gods) in the Old Testament and the plural pronoun "us" in (Genesis 1:26, 3:22, 11:7).

b) The worship of God we have repeated three times "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty (Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4).

c) The name (singular) of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit indicates Trinity (Matthew 28:19-20).

d) The Lord's Baptism - the Spirit descends, the Father speaks from heaven and the Son is baptised (Matthew 3).

6.
Light is a good illustration of the Trinity (1 John 1:5).  Light is one, but has three elements:

a) Father - actinic light - that part of light which is not seen or felt.

b) Son - luminiferous - that part of light which is both seen and felt.

c) Spirit - calorific - that part of light which is not seen but felt.

After the appeal to the inhabitants of Judah, the focus now turns to nations surrounding Judah. 

First it is addressed to the nation to the west on the seacoast.

This is the region where the Philistines settled who were constant enemies of God’s people, even in Abraham’s day.

2:4  For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon a desolation: they shall drive out Ashdod at the noon day, and Ekron shall be rooted up. 

There is a play on words here. 

Ashdod - (‘azzah) ‘strong, fortified’ will be (‘azubah)

Ekron - (‘eqron) will be (te‘aqer) – both words are from the same root (‘qr).

Driving out Ashdod at noon day. This is at the time when people rest, therefore at an unexpected time that would surprise those caught unawares; a sudden attack.

There were five cities of the Philistines. Four are mentioned here. King David had previously taken the fifth, Gath, the home town of Goliath. Cf. 1 Chronicles 18:1

It was later subdued under Hezekiah and Uzziah. 2 Kings 18:8; 2 Chronicles 26:6

2:5  Woe unto the inhabitants of the sea coast, the nation of the Cherethites! the word of the LORD is against you; O Canaan, the land of the Philistines, I will even destroy thee, that there shall be no inhabitant. 

Cherethites are thought to have originated in Crete.  Jeremiah 47:4 describes the Philistines as “the remnant of the country (or isle) of Caphtor.”

The Cherethites and Pelethites were associated with David and his army but their loyalty may have ended with his death. Cf. 2 Samuel 20:23

Pelethites may be synonymous with Philistines from which we get Palestine. The word Philistine means ‘emigrant’

2:6  And the sea coast shall be dwellings and cottages for shepherds, and folds for flocks. 

The word “cottages” is (keroth) the plural of ‘well, cistern’.

What formerly were bustling cities will become places suitable for shepherds and their flocks.

2:7  And the coast shall be for the remnant of the house of Judah; they shall feed thereupon: in the houses of Ashkelon shall they lie down in the evening: for the LORD their God shall visit them, and turn away their captivity. 

The ‘remnant’ are the meek who will be preserved from judgment because they humbled themselves before Yahweh.

The LORD their God is a personal God, whereas for the unbeliever He is an awesome judge, a God of wrath.

2:8  I have heard the reproach of Moab, and the revilings of the children of Ammon, whereby they have reproached my people, and magnified themselves against their border. 

Having pronounced judgment on the west, the prophet addresses the nations immediately to the east.

Moab and Ammon were sons born to Lot through incest. Their descendants became the nations bearing their name. Today Amman is the capital of modern day Jordan. Both nations were hostile to God’s people in the time of their distress. The judgment upon both these nations is described at length in Jeremiah chapters 48 and 49.

Because of their relationship with Israel through Lot the nephew of Abraham, God did not permit His people to harm them in any way at the time of the Exodus. cf. Deuteronomy 2:9,19

They skirted their countries as they advanced toward the Promised Land. However these distant relatives became haughty and embraced foreign gods upon whom they relied in battle.

The king of the Moabites returned the compliment of the children of Israel by hiring Balaam the seer to pronounce a curse upon them. However the Lord used the words of an ass to rebuke the seer and then put words of blessing into Balaam’s mouth. Numbers 22,23

“I have heard the reproach of Moab, and the revilings of the children of Ammon…” The LORD has heard although it may appear He has not taken any action.

2:9  Therefore as I live, saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Surely Moab shall be as Sodom, and the children of Ammon as Gomorrah, even the breeding of nettles, and saltpits, and a perpetual desolation: the residue of my people shall spoil them, and the remnant of my people shall possess them. 

The LORD of hosts who is seen as the One who ever lives in contrast with the false gods of the Moabites and the Ammonites. 

As the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob He is a covenant keeping God who swore to Abraham there would be cursing upon those who interfered with His chosen people without His authority.

Moab ‘water (progeny) of the father’ typifies the heretic whose beliefs are contrary to established truth.

As Ammon whose ancestor was named “Ben-am-mi” literally ‘son of my people’ by his mother so “the same is the father of the children of Ammon unto this day.” (Genesis 19:38)

God’s people will in retribution possess their land just as their distant cousins in their treachery exploited the land of Israel.

2:10  This shall they have for their pride, because they have reproached and magnified themselves against the people of the LORD of hosts. 

Pride was the motivation that drove these near neighbours of Israel and Judah to reproach them at the time of their distress.

In fact they were assuming that which is the sovereign prerogative of God; that is to deal with His own. They were seeking to add to the plight of God’s people who were under discipline.

Believers should be wary of taking on the mantle of judging others, as it states in James 4:11,12  “He that…judgeth his brother…judgeth the law…There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy…”
2:11  The LORD will be terrible unto them: for he will famish all the gods of the earth; and men shall worship him, every one from his place, even all the isles of the heathen. 

“The LORD will be terrible…” The niphal participle means ‘to be feared’. The same word appears with the definite article in Joel 2:31 (chapter 3:4 in the Hebrew canon). “The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come”. Joel 2:31

This verse places the fulfilment as yet future as is the case with Joel 2:31.

The word “famish” is (razah) ‘to make lean’ or ‘cause to waste away’. This looks forward to a time of universal worship when Satan and all demons are cast off the earth during the millennial reign of the King of Kings.

DOCTRINE

HEATHENISM AND GOD CONSCIOUSNESS

1. Three systems of human understanding:

a) Empiricism - understanding through experimentation and observation.

b) Rationalism - understanding through logic and reason

c) Faith - believes an established fact as the basis of reality.

2. Faith is the only means of understanding which does not rely on our own abilities - there is no earned merit in faith. Therefore, everybody, even a young child, is able to believe.

3. Faith is compatible with God and grace - God provides, we trust Him and accept. (Ephesians 2:8-10)

4. God Consciousness:  The existence of God:

a) Religious

i) God must exist because man universally believes in his existence.

ii) In this case the human mind establishes faith as the criteria for reality.

iii) Men do seek after God. (Psalm 42:1-2, Acts 17:27)

b) Moral

i) Man possesses a conscience with the urge to choose right over wrong.

ii) Human recognition of virtue and truth. The ultimate virtue - God.

c) Rational

i) The human mind possesses the idea of a Perfect and Absolute Being, therefore such a being must exist.

ii) In this case, the mind uses rationalism for reality.

d) Design

i) Structure of the universe demands a designer (Romans 1:19,20)

ii) In this case empiricism is the criteria for reality.

e) Cause and Effect

i) The law of cause and effect demands the existence of God.

ii) This is process of rationalism plus logic.

5. The reaction to God consciousness:

a) When man becomes conscious of God he then exercises his freewill.

b) Acceptance - desire to know God and have fellowship with God.

c) Rebellion - no interest in fellowship with God. SNOWFLAKE

d) Once a person reaches God consciousness and has no desire for fellowship with God, God has no further obligation to that individual.

e) In the case of acceptance, God is responsible to provide gospel information on which to be saved. (Jeremiah 29:13, John 7:17, Acts 17:27, Luke 11:9)

6. Heathenism:  What about the people who have apparently never heard the Gospel?

a) Application of Divine Character

i) Since God is perfect justice it is impossible for Him to be unfair to any member of the human race.

ii) God promises that every generation will be evangelised. (Isaiah 51:8b)

b) Application of Unlimited Atonement

i) Christ died for all members of the human race. (2 Corinthians 5:14,15,19, 1 Timothy 2:6. 4:10, Titus 2:11, Hebrews 2:9, 2 Peter 2:1, 1 John 2:2)

ii) Therefore obviously God desires salvation for everyone. (2 Peter 3:9)

c) Application of Divine Sovereignty

i) It is God's will that all members of the human race be saved. (2 Peter 3:9)

ii) If people are not saved, it is because of their own rejection of Christ as Saviour, not because of God.

d) Application of the Principle of God Consciousness 

i) Human free will is tested in the two areas in which a decision must be made.

At the point of God consciousness - Do I want a relationship with God?

At the point of gospel hearing - Do I want to be saved?

ii) If anyone desires relationship with God, God will reveal Himself to them (Jeremiah 29:13, John 7:17, John 4:9,10, Acts 17:27).

Man has the ability to arrive at God consciousness through observing creation (Romans 1:20, 21).

When a person reaches the point of God consciousness, he becomes accountable to God. This age varies with cultures, languages and circumstances.

7. From the above it is obvious that any person can come to a saving knowledge of God.

2:12  Ye Ethiopians also, ye shall be slain by my sword. 

Ethiopia probably included Egypt because they were subjugated by Ethiopia from 720-654 B.C. These were the southernmost nations from Judah.

2:13  And he will stretch out his hand against the north, and destroy Assyria; and will make Nineveh a desolation, and dry like a wilderness. 

Nineveh was noted for its impregnability. It had a surrounding wall some 7 miles in length. Nineveh is covered in detail by the prophecy of Nahum.

2:14  And flocks shall lie down in the midst of her, all the beasts of the nations: both the cormorant and the bittern shall lodge in the upper lintels of it; their voice shall sing in the windows; desolation shall be in the thresholds: for he shall uncover the cedar work. 

What was formerly luxurious will become a dwelling place for wild animals that lodge among the ruined capitals or the ornamental heads of columns that are now lying in ruins.

Where once was the sound of people singing or partying there will be the squawk of wild birds.

2:15  This is the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly, that said in her heart, I am, and there is none beside me: how is she become a desolation, a place for beasts to lie down in! every one that passeth by her shall hiss, and wag his hand. 

It was considered inconceivable that a mighty city like Nineveh could fall. Perhaps the inhabitants of Jericho savoured similar views till the walls suddenly collapsed at the sound of the trumpet.

CHAPTER THREE

3:1  Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing city!

The prophet now addresses Jerusalem again.

The two participles “filthy and polluted” indicate a state of rebellion and pollution. The former done actively  and the latter the condition as a result. From the root comes the shoot then the fruit.

The city which has as a part of its name ‘peace’ (salem) is most unlike what it is portrayed as.

Certainly the authorities mentioned later in Zephaniah 3:3 are behaving in an oppressive manner – roaring lions, ravenous wolves, etc.

DOCTRINE

EVIL

1.
Evil is anything which is against the plan of God.

2.
Evil is not necessarily "nasty" - it is merely anything that will take us away from the path that God has for us.  False religion may be very moral (and therefore look "holy "), but it is evil.

3.
People who believe that their "good works" can satisfy God's holy demands are deceived by evil (Romans 7:19,20).

4.
Only God's Word protects from and negates evil (Psalms 54:5, Romans 12:21, Isaiah 45).

5.
The company of evil people will destroy the effective witness of the believer (Isaiah 5:20,  1Corinthians 15:23).

6.
There is no evil in God at all (Psalm 5:4,  1 John 1:5, 4:4).

7.
God judges evil and will condemn it to the lake of fire (Psalm 34:16, Isaiah 13:11, Revelation 20:11ff ).

8.
The Lord is always in control; Satan only does things by "permission" (Job 1:6-12, Proverbs 16:3, 4, Isaiah 45:6,7). 

3:2  She obeyed not the voice; she received not correction; she trusted not in the LORD; she drew not near to her God.

As God speaks so His character is revealed. To the Jews it was a part of their heritage. Their nation at its foundation received the law directly from the voice of God and inscribed by His finger upon tablets of stone.

The law with its holy demands brings a sense of awe, guilt and unworthiness upon the hearer.

This in turn drives the humble to seek mercy that is offered to the penitent; the invitation to draw near to God.

Rejection of that invitation has a very serious result.

DOCTRINE

MYSTERY OF INIQUITY

1.
General Scripture:   (2 Thessalonians 2)

2.
The mystery of iniquity is the inherent evil which is personified in the lawless one.  This system is being restrained by the Holy Spirit at the moment. 

3.
The mystery of iniquity was already at work at the time of writing of the epistle in 54 AD. (v 7)

4.
There is going to be major apostasy in the professing church. This is pictured in the lukewarm church of Laodicea in (v 3 cf. Revelation 3:14-22)

5.
At some time in the future the restrainer is removed so that the mystery of iniquity can fully develop. (v 6-7)

6.
It is noted that the restrainer is a person. The restrainer is the Holy Spirit. Because the Holy Spirit indwells all believers in this present age, when He is taken out of the way all believers will also be taken out of the way. This will occur at the Rapture of the Church. (v 7 cf. John 14:16-17, 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17)

7.
The manifestation of the lawless one, the Antichrist, will then occur. (v 8-10)

8.
The coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and the destruction of the lawless one and his dispatch to the Lake of Fire. (v8)

9.
The day of the Lord. (v 9-12)

3:3  Her princes within her are roaring lions; her judges are evening wolves; they gnaw not the bones till the morrow.

The princes and judges are likened to animals that are both powerful and hungry.

Evening wolves are ravenous after a day has passed. They devour the bones with the flesh, not leaving anything till the morrow.

DOCTRINE

GOVERNMENT:  NATIONAL

1. God has delegated authority to mankind to judge evil.

2. In Genesis, the rule of law was by God (Genesis 4:7). Here Cain murdered Abel.  God declared the punishment upon Cain.

3. After the Flood, God delegated responsibility for judgment to human governments.  This expressly includes the command to execute capital punishment for murder, so that evil can be removed from the earth (Genesis 9:4-6).  This has not changed throughout the Old Testament or the Church Age (Romans 13:4-6).

4. During the Millennium, Christ Himself will be King and Judge on earth.

5. Two limitations are put on government:-

a) The government shall be national with linguistic, geographical and racial differences.

i) God had to disperse the human race after the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9).

ii) Satan attempts to unite the world during the Tribulation (Revelation 13:16-18, 19:19-21). 

iii) Only the Lord Jesus Christ can truly rule the world as King  (Revelation 20:1-6).

b) They must make laws consistent with the Word of God.  (Romans 13:1-7)  God will ultimately judge all unrighteousness.

6. Three classic objections are raised to the question of capital punishment:-

a) Capital punishment does not deter crime - Two fallacies :- 

i) Capital punishment was never created to deter crime, but it is the retributive justice of God against evil. 

ii) Also if it were properly administered it would deter. In the Old Testament capital punishment was never given unless there had been two eyewitnesses to the crime and was only the punishment for certain crimes. Conviction was not possible through circumstantial evidence as it had to be by direct witness. After the trial the executioners were the witnesses. The execution was public and the body had to be displayed until sundown indicating the wrath of God on guilty man.

b) The retributive justice theory which states that a society which has capital punishment is exacting its vengeance on the guilty. Two fallacies:-

i) Who is the one who owes the debt? There are three parties involved, the criminal, the victim and the State. If the criminal kills the victim he has broken the law of the State and therefore the crime is against the State, not the victim. Capital punishment therefore comes out of God's vengeance.

ii) Retributive justice would have a redemptive element if it were carried out correctly as it was in Israel.

c) It cannot be justly administered as the poor cannot engage as good a lawyer as the rich and are therefore more likely to get convicted. God knew that capital punishment could not be justly administered when He set it up, Jesus Christ being a prime example.  

7. Although God has delegated the authority, He has not defined the form of government (eg monarchy, democracy).

8. Government is based on the fair balance between law and power. (Deuteronomy 16:18 -18:22)  Power is exercised internally by police and externally by the military.

9. Law comes from one of four sources:

a) verbally from God as to the nation Israel (theocracy)

b) those nations based on Christian principles draw their law from the Bible

c) there are nations who base their law on what the people demand (democracy)

d) the law can be based on what an individual desires such as a dictator.

10. Governments should:

a) safeguard the rights and freedoms of the individual (Deuteronomy 22:1-3) 

b) defend marriage and the family, including guarding against adultery and rape (Deuteronomy 24:5)

c) encourage patriotism (Deuteronomy 19:13).

11. Christians should pray for governments (1 Timothy 2:1-3).

12. Rebellion is never condoned.  However, Christians do have the right to passively disobey laws where they are obviously contradictory to the Word of God (Acts 5:29).

3:4  Her prophets are light and treacherous persons: her priests have polluted the sanctuary, they have done violence to the law.

Her prophets are proud, vainglorious and treacherous. This is illustrated by Jeremiah 23:32 ”Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them: therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith the LORD.”

By polluting that which is holy they make no distinction between the clean and the unclean thus the priests show contempt for their office and the One whom they are consecrated to serve.

Violation of the law is akin to teaching the traditions of men rather than the oracles of God. This was rampant among the Pharisees in the days of the Lord’s incarnation.

Today there are ordained ‘priests’ within the church who are teaching what amounts to violations of the law. Ordained priests are not necessarily born again priests as all those in the royal household are priests by virtue of their second birth. cf. 1 Peter 2:9 “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood…”

 3:5  The just LORD is in the midst thereof; he will not do iniquity: every morning doth he bring his judgment to light, he faileth not; but the unjust knoweth no shame.

The LORD being in the midst is a comfort for the penitent but not for the shameless. The just LORD (tsaddiq) is in the midst morning by morning.

Whereas He is said to be far from the wicked yet the light of His justice shines forth.

The inhabitants of Jerusalem: princes, judges, prophets and priests, are surrounded by evidence of a just and righteous LORD.

The first thing our parents experienced in the Garden of Eden after their disobedience was shame. They hid themselves from God yet there is no hiding place because He is everywhere.

3:6  I have cut off the nations: their towers are desolate; I made their streets waste, that none passeth by: their cities are destroyed, so that there is no man, that there is none inhabitant.

The LORD appeals to the evidence of what has overtaken other nations and strongholds. In the days of King Hezekiah, Rabshakeh could rightfully claim that the gods of the nations had not preserved them from the Assyrian armies. Cf. 2 Kings 18:33

As Hezekiah in his prayer acknowledged, “Of a truth, LORD, the kings of Assyria have destroyed the nations and their lands, and have cast their gods into the fire…” 2 Kings 19:17,18

In spite of the internal and external evidence of the truth and the justice of God, turning away from light only brings blindness.

3:7  I said, Surely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive instruction; so their dwelling should not be cut off, howsoever I punished them: but they rose early, and corrupted all their doings.

It is as though the LORD is musing over His people and speaking tenderly to them.

“…but they rose early…” They were eager to continue from the break of day in corrupting all their doings.

3:8  Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey: for my determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy.

Zephaniah now returns to the theme of judgment upon all nations. All kingdoms will be assembled for judgment when they have gathered to make war against “Him that sat on the horse, and against His army” cf. Revelation 19:19

The LORD appeals to the remnant to be patient; to wait upon Him and trust Him.

(According to the Masoretic scholars Zephaniah 3:8 is the only verse in the OT canon containing all the letters of the Hebrew alphabet including the final forms, 27 in total).

3:9  For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one consent.

The scene is now of a restored kingdom that rightfully belongs to the Son of Man but was forfeited by the first man.

Instead of lips uttering blasphemous words in the worship of idols they will be purified and bring forth speech that is praiseworthy of the true God; a picture of universal worship.

3:10  From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants, even the daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine offering.

From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia or from the uttermost parts of the earth “my suppliants…shall bring mine offering.”

The suppliants will come in a spirit of humbleness.  

A universal worship of the Lord is yet to be established as also Malachi 1:11 anticipates: For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts.
3:11  In that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed against me: for then I will take away out of the midst of thee them that rejoice in thy pride, and thou shalt no more be haughty because of my holy mountain.

We can compare this with Zechariah 13:1  In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.
The apostle Paul as he outlined the destiny of the nation Israel from a dispensational point of view made it clear there is a glorious future for that nation on the day when the Lord will take away their sins. Romans 11:25-27 “For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 26  And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 27  For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.”

3:12  I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the LORD.

The word (‘ani) means a people humbled by misfortune. As it was when the Lord chose men to follow Him, they were not of the aristocracy nor men of letters but ordinary men from differing backgrounds. “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus. Acts 4:13

As it also states in 1 Corinthians 1:27-29 “But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;  28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29  That no flesh should glory in his presence.”
3:13  The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make them afraid.

These characteristics are reflected in the 144,000 described in Revelation 14:1-5  “And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads. 2  And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps: 3  And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. 4  These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 5  And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.
3:14  Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem.

This threefold exhortation again implies the later to be revealed Trinitarian personality. 

Whereas God as Creator is the Father of all, Acts 17:24ff; Ephesians 3:14,15, His nation is elsewhere described as being betrothed to Him. Cf. Hosea 2:19,20

Messiah, the perfect God-Man has a bride. His body the Church is to be His bride at the resurrection. (John 3:29)

Zion is the hill on which the citadel of the Jebusites stood at the time David successfully wrested it and made it the site for his capital. Zion is also a synonym for Jerusalem. (2 Samuel 5:6-10)

Israel is the name God gave to Jacob after he had wrestled with a Man at Peniel at the brook Jabbok. (Genesis 32:24-28)

3:15  The LORD hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the LORD, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more.

God’s enemy was effectively cast out at the Cross. He has no lasting hold on believers. “Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.” John 12:31

In this present church age God is in the midst of His people, “Christ in you, the hope of glory” Colossians 1:27

The Lord Jesus is in the midst where two or three are gathered together in His name. Cf. Matthew 18:20

A future prediction appears in Revelation describing the situation of those who “came out of great tribulation” and “He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them”. Cf. Rev.7:14-15

DOCTRINE

PEACE

Three types of peace are referred to in the Bible:

1.
Peace on Earth:- The unlimited peace when Jesus Christ establishes his millennial reign on the earth. (Isaiah 9:6, 7, Isaiah 11:1-12, Luke 2:14)

2.
Peace with God:- Which comes when a believer is born again as a result of justification by faith (2 Peter 1:1,2, Ephesians 2:14-17, Philippians 4:9) - Reconciliation.

3.
Peace of God:- Which is the peace of believers in their soul and spirit who have cast all their cares on the Lord (1 Peter 5.7, Philippians 4:6,7) - The Spirit filled life.

3:16  In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack.

“There is no fear in love” 1 John 4:18

Slack hands are characteristic of our mortal bodies, “Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees” Hebrews 12:12; an exhortation to look to the risen Lord for strength.

A similar appeal is in Galatians 6:9 “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not”.

DOCTRINE

ZION

1. Zion occurs over 150 times in the Old Testament, appearing primarily in the Psalms, Lamentations and Isaiah.  It was the ancient Jebusite stronghold in Jerusalem (2 Sam 5:7).  David captured this city in the 11th century BC.

2. In the Old Testament Zion is used for the temple hill:

a) City of the great King (Psalm 46:4; 48:2)

b) a holy hill (Zech 8:3; Psalm 2:6)

c) the place of God's abode (Psalm 9:11; 132:13)

d) His sanctuary (Psalm 20:2)

e) the goal of pilgrimage (Psalm 84:5,7)

f) the place of deliverance and salvation (Psalm 20:2; 69:35)

g) the place of praise and worship (Psalm 9:14; 65:1 ).

3. Zion is also used for Jerusalem: (Isaiah 40:9; Micah 3:12)

a) Mountains of Zion (Psalm 133:3)

b) Sons of Zion (Lamentations 4:2)

c) Daughters of Zion (Song of Solomon 3:11; Isaiah 10:32)

d) Inhabitants of Zion (Jeremiah 51:35)

e) Fortified city (Jeremiah 4:5,6; Lamentations 5:11).

4. Zion is known as the land of Judah and the nation Israel when the nation went into exile:

a) The nation in exile (Zechariah 2:7)

b) The land (Psalm 126:1 cf. Jeremiah 50:5)

c) Daughters of Zion as the nation (Jeremiah 6:23; Jeremiah 4:31)

d) The sons of Zion as the nation (Zechariah 9:13).

5. In the New Testament Zion is used for:

a) New Jerusalem (Hebrews 12:22-24)

b) Israel (Romans 11:26-27; Romans 9:33; 1 Peter 2:6)

c) Millennial capital (Romans 11:26)

d) Jerusalem (Matthew 21:5; John 12:15)

e) The mountain on which Jesus will stand in triumph at the Second Advent (Revelations 14:1) and from which He will go forth to rule forever (Romans 11:26).

3:17  The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.

Very remarkable throughout all these verses is the use of the sacred number three, secretly conveying to the thoughtful soul the thought of Him, Father Son and Holy Spirit, the Holy and Undivided Trinity by whose operation these things shall be. 

Threefold is the description of their being freed from sins:

(1) they shall “not do iniquity,”

(2) “nor speak lies,”

(3) “neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth.”

Threefold their blessedness; They shall:

(1) “feed,”

(2) “lie down,”

(3) “none make them afraid.”

Threefold the exhortation to joy here. 

“Sing to God the Father; ‘shout’ to God the Son; ‘be glad and rejoice’ in God the Holy Spirit, which Holy Trinity is One God, from whom thou hast received it that thou art:

(1) ‘the daughter of Zion’

(2) ‘Israel’

(3) ‘the daughter of Jerusalem’

‘The daughter of Zion’ by faith, ‘Israel’ by hope, ‘Jerusalem’ by charity.” 

And this hidden teaching of that holy mystery is continued; “The Lord,” God the Father, “hath taken away thy judgments; He God” the Son, “hath cast out (cleared quite away) thine enemy; the king of Israel, the Lord,” the Holy Spirit, “is in the midst of thee!” Zep_3:15. 

The promise is threefold:

(1) “thou shalt not see evil anymore”

(2) “fear thou not”

(3) “let not thine hands be slack”

The love of God is threefold:

(1) “He will rejoice over thee with joy”

(2) “He will rest in His love”

(3) “He will joy over thee with singing””

“In the next few verses Zep_3:18-20 still continuing the number “three,” the prophecy closes with the final reversal of all which, in this imperfect state of things, seems turned upside down, when those who now mourn shall be comforted, they who now bear reproach and shame shall have glory, and those who now afflict the people of God shall be undone.”

3:18  I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden.

“This may refer to those who, during the captivity, mourned for their former religious assemblies; and who were reproached by their enemies, because they could not enjoy their religious solemnities”

3:19  Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven out; and I will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame.

This verse is paralleled in Micah 4:6-7 “In that day, saith the LORD, will I assemble her that halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out, and her that I have afflicted; 7  And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation: and the LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever.

3:20  At that time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you: for I will make you a name and a praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the LORD.

After the promises of taking away sin, follow promises of taking away trouble. When the cause is removed, the effect will cease. What makes a people holy, will make them happy. The precious promises made to the purified people, were to have full accomplishment in the gospel. 

These verses appear chiefly to relate to the future conversion and restoration of Israel, and the glorious times which are to follow. They show the abundant peace, comfort in the happy times yet to come. He will save; he will be Jesus; he will answer the name, for he will save his people from their sins. 

Before the glorious times foretold, believers would be sorrowful, and objects of reproach. But the Lord will save the weakest believer, and cause true Christians to be greatly honoured where they had been treated with contempt. One act of mercy and grace shall serve, both to gather Israel out of their dispersions and to lead them to their own land. Then will God's Israel be made a name and a praise to eternity.

The events alone can fully answer the language of this prophecy. Many are the troubles of the righteous, but they may rejoice in God's love. Surely our hearts should honour the Lord, and rejoice in him, when we hear such words of condescension and grace. 

If now kept from his ordinances, it is our trial and grief; but in due time we shall be gathered into his temple above. The glory and happiness of the believer will be perfect, unchangeable, and eternal, when he is freed from earthly sorrows, and brought to heavenly bliss.”


(Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary)

CONCLUSION

God has a plan which will be accomplished as He knows every detail from beginning to end. It includes us personally as well as the nation Israel. 

Our response to the plan determines our eternal future.

DOCTRINE

PLAN OF GOD

1.
In eternity past, God designed a plan for every believer, which takes into account every event and decision in human history.

2.
The plan centres around the person of Jesus Christ. (1 John 3:23, Ephesians 1:4-6)

3.
Entrance into the plan is based on the principle of grace. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) where the sovereignty of God and the free will of Man meet at the cross. God brings salvation which is complete, Man brings his faith.

4.
God's plan was so designed so as to include all events and actions. (1 Peter 1:2)

5.
Under his plan God has decreed to do some things directly and some through agencies, Israel, the Church.

6.
Without interfering with human free will in any way God has designed a plan so perfect that it includes cause and effect, as well as provision, preservation and function.

7.
There are many functions in the Plan of God. They all constitute one whole comprehensive plan which is perfect, eternal and unchangeable.

8.
The plan of God is consistent with human freedom and does not limit or coerce human free will. Distinction should be made between what God causes and what God permits. God causes the Cross but permits sin. God is neither the author of sin nor sponsors sin.

9.
His plan portrays that man has free will. God never condones sin in the human race. Man started in perfect environment and innocence. Man sinned of his own free will. Man will sin in the perfect environment of the Millennium.

10.
Distinction should be made between the divine plans which are related to the plan of God and divine laws which regulate human conduct on the earth. Divine laws occur in time, divine plans occur in eternity.

11.
God's plans derive from His foreknowledge. He recognised in eternity past those things which are certain. The foreknowledge of God makes no things certain, but only perceives in eternity past those things that are certain.

12.
There is a difference between foreknowledge and fore ordination. Fore ordination establishes certainty but does not provide for the certainty which is established. It is the plan that provides. (Romans 8:29, Acts 2:23, 1 Peter 1:2)

13.
Therefore the elect are foreknown and the foreknown are elect. God knew in eternity past what way each free will would go for each particular problem in life. God does not coerce human free will but he does know what way each freewill will choose at any given time. As free will decides so God provides.

14.
Since God cannot contradict his own character he plans the best for the believer. God is perfect, his plan and provisions are therefore perfect.

15.
The cross was planned in eternity past but the human free will of Christ decided for the cross at Gethsemane. (Matthew 26:39-42) God has provided salvation through the cross and it is a free will decision as to whether one accepts it or not.

16.
No plan in itself opposes human freedom but once a choice is made from the free will then the plan limits your human freedom. At the same time it gives you the freedom to love and appreciate God. God lays down the means of living the Christian life. 
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