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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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INTRODUCTION
Jonah is one of a series of books called the twelve prophets or the minor prophets. This is not a good name for them for whilst they are often short in length they often are very powerful in content. In no way could they be considered "minor".   Often reading tomorrow's newspaper you feel you are reading things from the twelve. There are things here that will make the hairs on the back of your neck stand up. This is an area where you have to apply all your knowledge of Biblical prophecy. The name of the total group to the Jews is, "the twelve". In the Hebrew Bible they are one book known as,  "the twelve".

The concept of them being minor prophets came in at the time of Augustine in the fourth century.   When you put them all together you have a book about the size of Jeremiah.

THE TWELVE 

The books that make up the twelve have been ordered in an interesting way. If you want to group them in an historical order it would be different to what we have. There were three prophets of Israel, the northern kingdom, Jonah, Amos and Hosea, six prophets of Judah, Obadiah, Joel, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk and Zephaniah and three from the post exilic period Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi.

In historical order they are Obadiah, Joel, Jonah, Amos, Hosea, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi.

It is essential to remember 1 and 2 Kings and Chronicles, and Ezra, when you are studying these books to look at them in their historical spiritual and political context.

JONAH AND HIS MISSION

Jonah is remembered as a prophet from Israel (rather than to Israel) who first went towards Spain and then went to Nineveh the capital of Assyria. This was the empire that was threatening the kingdom of Israel at this stage. Jonah is an historical figure.

Turn to and read 2 Kings 14:23-28. Prior to his mission to Assyria he was mentioned as a prophet in the northern kingdom. However in the Scriptures we have not got anything that was said to Israel in his ministry. When he was called to go to Nineveh he was serving in his own country. 

This is a common occurrence that the Lord will call those who are currently working in an area where they have been called to serve. If you are serving the Lord do not worry what the future holds. The Lord will always guide you. Only the already active are called to further service! The message is be active in anything the Lord gives you to do.

Jonah is placed historically in the period 790-756 BC. The liberal critic attacks Jonah with great vigour placing the writing of Jonah in the second century BC. Dismiss these attacks, for we are face to face with a man of his age here. There is no whale in Jonah, it is a big fish with its species not being specified. It is a story about evangelism; it is not a tale about a whale, nor a whale of a tale! It is history, not a myth.

JONAH THE PROPHET

Turn to and read Matthew 12:39 ff - here the Lord Jesus Christ referred to Jonah as a prophet. He wrote the history of his own day not working 600 years later on a myth. It was history written by the prophet who was involved in it. The Lord indicates that he died and was in the belly of the fish and that he was resuscitated. The Lord also indicates that the visit to Nineveh was a real visit Luke 11:9-32. The liberals are saying, in their attacks upon the truth of Jonah, that the Lord made an error and they know better than Him. Choose your own company here! I prefer the Lord’s!     

Josephus in his "Antiquities of the Jews", writing in 80 AD also believed that Jonah was a prophet in book 9 chapter 10 : 2. He records, "Now one Jonah a prophet foretold signs to the king of Israel that he would make war with the Syrians  and would expand the kingdom". Josephus had access to information which we do not have nowadays and was in a good position to know the facts.

If you take on the liberals you can win every time. The only thing they have to back them up is their own unbelief. Do not be afraid of people who have written a lot of books and have a lot of degrees. The liberals also say that there is too much that appears to be Aramaic in Jonah thus casting doubt on its age. 
However recent excavations have shown that Ugaritic script has many common features to Aramaic and it was in common usage some 800 years before the time of Jonah, also Jonah served in Assyria and so would be expected to have many Aramaic influences on his language as he was ministering in that area.    

The arguments against Jonah evaporate on study with an open mind and an acceptance that God can keep a man alive inside a great fish. 

JONAH'S MISSION

Jonah came from an insignificant place. The Lord chooses the obscure often, and does not take people from the places where others would choose. Here you can also see a man who fails, comes from nowhere and goes somewhere. As he is obedient to God he is lifted up and sees the greatest revival in world history.   

When Jonah preached in Nineveh the whole city was eventually influenced, with enough converted to ensure the Empire would be saved. No one has remotely equalled Jonah's record to date. It was because of the message that it happened not because of him. He resisted giving it at first but he repented and gave it.

The history of Assyria is very interesting in that in 612, some 150 years after the Jonah’s crusade, the capital of Assyria ceased to exist having been crushed by a coalition of the Chaldeans, Medes and Scythians. When Heroditus, travelling with the Greek army some 300 years later, passed by Nineveh it was a mound covered with sand. Its literature was lost and only recovered a hundred or so years ago out of the earth it had laid buried in for 2500 years. 

The religious revival that Jonah tells us about are mentioned in the tablets recovered. Monotheism suddenly came into the Assyrian empire at this time. This was during the time of the king who reigned from 810 -784 BC. The God is called Nebo in Assyrian.  There were certain plagues in 765 and 759, there was an eclipse of the sun in 763. You can walk down the rebuilt hall Jonah may have walked down within the British Museum where it has been restored (what survived of it).   There is evidence behind the story of Jonah.

Jonah comes in after Elijah and Elisha. He was teaching, preaching and prophesying in a nation before he goes up to Nineveh. It was quite likely that Jonah was taught by Elisha and the torch that he had received from Elijah was passed onto Jonah. There is no period of time when God does not leave a messenger. 

Many people get Elijah complexes thinking they are alone and that when they die it will all fall apart but everything depends on God not us. When you have done your job someone else will be doing their job. Jonah's mantle after his death was then placed on to Amos and Hosea.

MOTIVATION

Jonah goes to Joppa to get on the boat; God has said go East, he goes west!  The type of writing is a biographical narrative and reads very much like the book of Kings. It is in fact an insert into the book of Kings. Jonah recognises that the Lord did everything. The only prophecy recorded in Scripture given by Jonah is about the fate of the Assyrians if they do not repent. 

The purpose of the book is to teach God's people that they have to give God's message to everybody. Jonah knew God's character and that if God was sending him to Nineveh that there were Assyrians who were ready to be saved and Jonah did not want any Assyrians in heaven. He did not want to see these people saved because they were terrible people, extremely cruel, who had attacked his country in recent times torturing and killing fellow citizens and perhaps even relations of his. He had seen what they did to people and hated the Assyrians for that.

The message however was that the Lord loved the Assyrians too, and wanted Jonah to give them the gospel. We should therefore be willing to give the gospel to those whom we find obnoxious. If Assyrians can be saved, anyone can be saved. Jonah wanted to see the Assyrians rot in hell. They had been so evil, he did not want them to be saved. He knew the grace of God, he knew that if they repented they would be forgiven their sins!  He did not want to give the gospel, and gave it reluctantly. 

He enjoyed telling them what would happen if they refused to repent, and he was therefore depressed when they responded to the gospel.  Jonah enjoyed being a hell fire and damnation preacher however the gospel is for all, and repentance opens the door to acceptance, and they were saved. Jonah's attitude was just as bad as the Assyrians. Both were sinners in need of a relationship with their Saviour. This also shows that any person who repents is heard by God.

JONAH AS A TYPE

It also shows that the death and resurrection of our Lord was prefigured in the experience of Jonah and the large fish and shows that it was part of the plan of God from the beginning. There was no doubt that the Lord was going to go to the Cross, that he would be in the grave for three days and three nights and that he would be resurrected. The type also extended to the weed around his head a type of crown of thorns representing the curse of sin.

It is sure as everything in God's Word is sure; If that is sure so is everything in the future. This is not blind faith that we are following, it is common sense. If 90% of the prophecies have been literally fulfilled, the other 10% are sure. 
Why do Christians lack faith? The most common reason is that they do not know what God has done in history. Why panic if you can trust God. There is nothing that is too hard for the Lord. We should be stabilised on the Word of God realising God's performance at keeping his word in the past and his character. Why trust God if you can panic is the attitude of many people.   

Is there anything that is too hard for the Lord - no! If he died for you and you are His child is he going to do less for you now as His child than he did when you were His enemy? Are you part of a plan? - Yes! Seeing God's plan and past track record we have confidence as to our future. How do we know the Lord is going to come again? We know it because He said he would and what he has promised will come to pass. You can teach your people that God can be trusted by teaching every book in the Bible, but this little book will cover much. He has never let anyone down.

When we see how Jonah ran and failed and yet was used by the Lord we can understand ourselves a little better, and be more relaxed in our service of the Lord. We need to test our own motives at times. Jonah became emotional and asked God to send him anywhere other than to Assyria. If you say that to the Lord at any time it is a guarantee that you will be asked to go to that place. What you think does not count, what the Lord thinks is all important. You have to be obedient.    My plan must be followed, says the Lord. You are either on a bulldozer, well away from it, or you are under it!

SIX LESSONS FROM JONAH

There are six lessons from Jonah says Dr J Vernon McGee

[a] The resurrection.   Matthew 16 : 4.

[b] Salvation is not by works but by faith. Jonah is read on the day of Atonement.

[c] It teaches the principle that the grace of God cannot be frustrated. If Jonah had got away God would have raised up another man. The quicker you get with God's plan for your life the better it will be.  2 Timothy 2 : 12, 13.

[d] If you are alive even if you have failed there is a purpose for your life.

[e] It teaches that God is gracious and good and that he is not willing that any should perish. 2 Peter 3:9.

[f] That God is God of the Gentiles as well as the Jews. Before the age of the Gentiles comes He goes to the Gentiles.   

The progress of Jonah as per Dr McGee - this is quite a good way to see the book.

Jonah leaves Israel and arrives in the fish - chapter 1

He leaves the fish and arrives on the land - chapter 2

He leaves the beach and arrives at Nineveh - chapter 3

He leaves Nineveh and arrives at the heart of God.  - chapter 4

Jonah shows the principle of preaching the gospel to everybody. Greater Nineveh was in fact three cities. The liberals criticise the Scriptures over how long Jonah took to traverse the city. They say that they know the Tell (surviving mound of one of the citadel of one of the three cities) at Nineveh and it would not take three days to crawl around it. However the metropolis was three cities around which a wall was built. There was a plain in between the three cities with towns and dwelling places there also. Ancient greater Nineveh was a vast place.

Jonah would have looked very unusual, ghost like as the stomach juices of the great fish would have bleached his skin of all pigment. This was shown by the condition of a whaler in the late 19th century, who had been swallowed by a whale and was later cut out of the stomach of the animal after it had been killed.   The man survived but his skin was dyed completely white due to the gastric juices of the whale's stomach. He was a man who had been brought back from the dead, and looked like it. Nineveh was brought back from the dead truly by his repentance under the wilted gourd plant.   We have the message of resurrection and life in Jonah.    John 10:10.

DOCTRINE

JONAH – MOTIVATION 

1. SCRIPTURE  2 Kings 14:25; Jonah.

2. BIOGRAPHY

A Jewish prophet of the reign of Jeroboam II of Israel in the 8th Century BC. He came from Gath-hepher, a Zebulunite town located in the vicinity of Nazareth. His father's name was Amittai. He predicted the territorial expansion achieved by Jeroboam at the expense of Syria (2 Kings 14:25). 
His name means "dove", and he was a contemporary of Hosea and Amos. The ministry of Jonah to Assyria probably occurred when the fortunes of that empire were at a low point prior to the ascension of Tiglath-Pileser II in 745 BC. 
The Ninevites, through the problems that were affecting them, could well have been sympathetic to the prophet's command to repent. This they did in large numbers and rather than the Assyrian Empire being destroyed in 40 days, they survived until 612 BC when they were destroyed by a combination of Chaldeans, Medes and Scythians. 
The Assyrians were destroyed while they were strong, this being a unique event in the demise of an empire. Jonah remained in Nineveh. Archaeologists have found the remains of his mausoleum, showing that he became a very famous citizen of Nineveh and a much-respected person in Assyria.

3. EVALUATION

a) God instructs Jonah to go to Nineveh (Jonah 1:2).

b) Jonah disobeys and goes towards Tarshish (Jonah 1:3).

c) God sends a great storm (Jonah 1:4). The sailors are terrified but Jonah sleeps.

d) Jonah admits he is the cause of the storm and states he worships the true God (Jonah 1:8-14).

e) Sailors attempt to row the boat but the storm worsens (Jonah 1:13).

f) As soon as Jonah is thrown overboard the storm ceases (Jonah 1:15).

g) This demonstration of God's power impresses the sailors (Jonah 1:16).

h) God provides a fish to save Jonah (Jonah 1:17).

i) He spends three days and nights in the fish (Jonah 1:17).

j) Jonah repents, prays to the Lord and the fish vomits Jonah onto the beach (Jonah 2).

k) Jonah is again told to go to Nineveh (Jonah 3:1,2).

l) Nineveh was a major city at this time (Jonah 3:3).

m) Jonah warns the Assyrians of the coming destruction (Jonah 3:4).

n) The Assyrians repent from the king downwards, and humbled themselves (Jonah 3:5-9).

o) God showed mercy to the Assyrians because of their repentance (Jonah 3:10).

p) Jonah reacts to God's mercy and asks to die (Jonah 4:1-3).

q) God asks Jonah what right he has to be angry (Jonah 4:4).

r) Jonah went and sulked. Comfort was given him even though he didn't deserve it. The gourd dies overnight and Jonah is again angry (Jonah 4:6-9).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Jonah is seen as a lesson in service and motivation:

i) Disobedient (Jonah 1:1-11).

ii) Afflicted (Jonah 1:12-17).

iii) Praying (Jonah 2:1-9).

iv) Delivered (Jonah 2:10).

v) Recommissioned (Jonah 3:1-3).

vi) Powerful (Jonah 3:4-9).

vii) Perplexed but not forsaken (Jonah 4:1-11).

b) The sailors attempt to row and not cast Jonah overboard can be seen as human good which is not acceptable to God (Isaiah 64:6; Genesis 3:7).

c) Jonah's life still has purpose, God provides deliverance from a hopeless situation. It works together for good (Romans 8:28).

d) His imprisonment in the fish is used later by Jesus Christ in relation to His entombment. Three days and three nights in the tomb proved to the Jews that Jesus had truly died (Matthew 12:39-41, 16:4; Luke 11:29-32).

e) God is everywhere and hears Jonah's prayer (Jonah 2; Psalm 139:8-10).

f) Jonah complied with wrong motivation. He uses the equivalent of the word of God to great effect (Isaiah 55:11) in when you do God's will in His plan for your life amazing things happen. If we are motivated correctly we will receive additional blessing (Matthew 5:9, 6:33).

CHAPTER 1
JONAH 1:1-10

1  Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, :2  Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me. 3  But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. 4  But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. 5  Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. 6  So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not. 7  And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 8  Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou? 9  And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land. 10  Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him. Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION

During the Age of the Jews the nation was both responsible for the security of the Word of God as well as teaching from it. This made the Jews a missionary nation.
Abraham was the first missionary. He was a Gentile called from Ur of the Chaldees. He was called a Hebrew meaning “he crossed a river” Abraham crossed the River Euphrates to evangelise the Canaanites. Three of his converts are mentioned in Genesis 14:24

When Abraham as Abram crossed into Canaan he has a mixture of assets and problems as seen below.

Scripture (Genesis 12:6-10) "And Abram passed through the land into the place of Sichem into plain of Moreb. And the Canaanite was then in the land. And the Lord appeared unto Abram a said.- 'Unto thy seed will I give this land and there builded be an altar unto the Lord who appeared unto him. And be removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent having Bethel on his west and Hai on the east and there he builded an altar unto the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord. And Abram journeyed going on still toward the south and there was a famine in the land.

What does He have in Canaan?

He went to Sichem - "shoulder or power" (Genesis 12:6)

Principle: In fellowship a believer has power (of the Holy Spirit) (Philippians 4:13).

He went to Moreh - "instruction or teaching " Genesis 12:6

Principle: You only take in the Word of God when in fellowship

The Caananite was in the land. (Genesis 12:6) This represents both opposition from unbelievers and opportunity to witness to those around you.

Principle: You should only witness when in fellowship.

Unto thy seed will I give this land. (Genesis 12:7)  -This is a promise to Abraham.

Principle: You can claim the promises of God in fellowship.

"And there builded be an altar unto the Lord" (Genesis 12:7) This represents relationship with Jesus Christ.

Principle: In fellowship we have close relationship with Jesus Christ and keep our eyes on Him. (Heb. 12:2)

"and pitched his tent" (Genesis 12:8) - This represents total reliance on the Lord - he will receive a city in eternity, living in a tent showed that Abram believed God.

Principle: As believers we are protected by Jesus Christ.  We are to look to eternity, not to this temporal world. (1 Peter 1:3-5)

"Bethel" (house of God) (Genesis 12:8) - Abraham's tent was at the house of God.

Principle: When we are in fellowship we dwell with the Lord (worship).

"Ai" - heap of ruin (Genesis 12:8) - This is equivalent to the old sin nature.

Principle: Even as Christians we still retain our fallen nature, although it is in a frustrated state.  The old sin nature is the source of all sin. There are three sources of temptation - the world, the flesh, and the devil, but the old sin nature combined with free will turns temptation into sin.

A famine in the land (Genesis 12:10) - This represents testing.

Principle: When you are in fellowship you will receive testing in order for you to rely upon God. When we have the victory of being in fellowship that victory will be tested.  
With the exception of Ai all the other items are encouragement to stay in fellowship.

The Jews however failed in general to take the gospel to the Gentiles  - Romans 9:30-33. Jonah however reluctant was an exception. He evangelised even though it was from a poor attitude and the effect was the greatest historical mass evangelisation success in history
1. Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, : 2  Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.
By what means the word of the Lord came to Jonah we do not know. The Lord approached prophets in many ways, including person, by dreams and visions or using angels. 

However when it did come it was in the form of a command to go to evangelise the Assyrians. Jonah’s name means “dove” while the name of his father Amittai means “truth” or “truthful”

In the case of Jonah it is of interest that this is the only time that a prophet was sent out to minister to the heathen 

Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrian Empire which at that time was the super power of the region. It had a very large population at the time perhaps up of several hundred thousand and as such was possibly the largest city in the world at that time. We have an idea of the population of the city from Jonah 4:11 which says “11  And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more then sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?” which indicates that there were 120,000 children in the city.
Nineveh was located on the eastern bank of the Tigris River about 800 kilometres north east of Samaria. It  was made the capital of Assyria by Sennacherib and it was eventually taken and destroyed by the Medes, Persians and Scythians in 612 BC

Classical writers inform us that it was in the form of a trapezium. The city was in fact a series of cities with a circumference of nearly 100 kilometres. The walls of the city were so wide that several chariots were able to pass on them. They were 30 metres in height and adorned with 1500 towers. It was therefore a most imposing city. 

In order to get to Nineveh it would have taken about a month to cover the distance if Jonah went that way. However one can appreciate the dread of a person going there from a human point of view as the Assyrians were renowned for the atrocities that they inflicted on their war hostages.

However what is more was the level of wickedness in the city. The city was also idolatrous and had large temples dedicated to the gods Nabu, Asshur, Addad as well as Ishtar who was a goddess of love and war.

They were so wicked that the smell of their evil so to speak had reached God in heaven. In effect God was saying that Nineveh stinks. As a result God says to Jonah get up and go to Nineveh. 
3  But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. 
Jonah obeyed only part of the command. He rose up but he sought a way to flee in exactly the opposite direction. He headed for Tarshish. Tarshish was a famous Phoenician seaport in southern Spain which was well known for its smelters. It is noted that Nineveh was due east of Israel and Jonah set course to go directly westwards away from the city to which he had been directed.
He went down to Joppa which is the modern seaport of Jaffa where he caught a ship. The ship was almost certainly Phoenician since all the trade was undertaken using these ships. He paid the fare showing he had the financial means to go to Nineveh as well. The only thing stopping him going was his disobedience to God’s instruction.

The prophet had the ability to resist the command of God however this is the only recorded example of a prophet refusing to undertake his mission. He may have thought that the repentance of the Assyrians might have caused the downfall of his own people. 

He knew from Hosea 9:3 that Assyria was to be God’s scourge for Israel. He also knew that God was all knowing and everywhere Psalm 139:7-12,  

It is interesting that Jonah set off on his journey to Nineveh and the Gentiles from Joppa and many centuries later Peter received his call to go to see Cornelius , a Gentile, from Joppa. 

OUTLINE OF THE REST OF CHAPTER 1

The rest of this chapter is in a form which is called a chiasmus which means a series of phrases which are then repeated in similar parallel actions in reverse

The pivot or turning point is verse 9 where Jonah makes his confession

	FORWARD
	REVERSE

	The sailors fright - 4-5a
	The sailors fear of the Lord  - v 15-16

	The sailors prayers to their gods – v 5b
	The sailors prayers to the Lord – v 14

	The sailors unloading of the ship – v 5c
	The sailors rowing of the ship – v 13

	The captain’s speech to Jonah – v 6
	Jonah’s words to the sailors - v 12

	The sailors words to each other – v 7a
	The sailors question “What will we do? – v 10b-11

	The sailors question to Jonah “Who are you  - v 7b-8
	The sailors question to Jonah “What have you done v 10a

	Jonah’s confession  - v 9


4  But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. 5  Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. 
We see God controlling certain areas to overcome Jonah’s rebellion and allow the people of Nineveh to hear the gospel. Here he altered the direction of his servant’s itinerary.

The word translated sent out in verse 4 is “Tul” which means to cast out or hurl an object. It was a tremendous wind and it disturbed the surface of the Mediterranean Sea that it caused a mighty storm.

It was grace that sent a great wind into the Mediterranean sea causing huge waves and a massive storm. On the ship Jonah was attempting to get to Tarshish which in his days was considered to be the last place before one fell off into oblivion once the Pillars of Hercules or Gibraltar had been passed. Jonah was therefore fleeing to the ends of the earth.
The mariners on the ship were Phoenicians who lived most of the time on the sea. These were the Sea People of the ancient world. The Phoenicians had a number of gods and the storm was so bad that they all cried out to their gods to protect them. They were totally panic stricken. 

The normal Hebrew word for cry is “Qara” which means to cry out, proclaim or address. This would be categorised in relation to God as petition in prayer. The word used in verse 5 however is Za aq which means to shriek in anguish. These sailors are screaming out to their gods for protection, they are totally out of control and completely lack confidence as to their future.

Not only were they shrieking in anguish but also they were lightening the ship by throwing the goods that they were taking to Tarshish overboard. They were looking at every possibility as to how they might be able to survive the storm of the century.

There was one member of the ships company who was not stressed beyond measure and that was Jonah who was down in the body of the ship and fast asleep. He was apparently not aware of the drama occurring aboard. He also must have been a good sailor to sleep through a storm of this size!

6  So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not. 7  And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 

It is noted that one of those on board is not participating in this desperate work so the captain goes to find Jonah. It is noted that the Hebrew word translated shipmaster is “Chobel” while that for the mariners or sailors is “Mallach” 

The captain tells Jonah to wake up and join in the urgent prayer meeting topside. The captain is interested in getting everybody to pray to their particular gods so that the whole range of deities are addressed to solve their urgent problem.
The storm however continued so they decided to cast lots to see who was the person responsible for this unusual storm. The lots were cast and Jonah was found to be the offender, it was because of him that the storm had come upon the ship.

Casting of lots was not an inappropriate action as its use is recorded several times in the Scriptures as a legitimate way of seeking the Lord’s guidance in Joshua 7:16 in relation to Achan, in Joshua 15:1 for allocation of land, 1 Samuel 14:36-42 in relation to Jonathon’s sin and in the choosing of Matthias in Acts 1:26. 

However after the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost we do not hear of the use of lots in this manner. For the believer the indwelling Holy Spirit is all sufficient for guidance as the Holy Spirit works in accordance with the will of God.
8  Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou? 9  And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land. 10  Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him. Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them.

As a result of cast of lots and Jonah being the problem the mariners questioned him about his background. They entreat Jonah to advise how this has come to be. They ask him his occupation, where he comes from and to what country and tribe he belongs to. 

Jonah now gives them his background. He tells them that he is a Hebrew. This means that he is from Israel whose founder Abram had been called a Hebrew meaning a person that crosses a river. This honesty shows him in a better light here than in any other part of the book. It took real courage to advise them as he did.
He also tells them that he fears the Lord God, the creator who has made both sea and land. This means that Jonah is able to tell the heathen sailors that he worships the God of creation who is able to use His creation to His purpose. At this point the sailors probably wish they were firmly situated on the dry land as they see that they are now under tremendous pressure from God. It is seen here that Jonah is a believer who is obviously out of fellowship with the Lord.

The insignificant value of their gods in their own eyes is now seen as they become exceeding afraid. In the Hebrew it says that they had a great fearful reverence for their situation. Jonah also tells them that he is running away from God. 

They ask Jonah why did you flee from God, what made you do it. Obviously because of the peculiar nature of the storm which none of the mariners had experienced before they appreciated that the God of Jonah was very powerful.

APPLICATION 

God shows His grace in this section. He has always stated that He is not willing that any should perish. Here he is treating the Assyrians in grace. Their evil stench has reached heaven yet He has chosen to give them another chance through Jonah. The Lord is very longsuffering and gracious.
You can never get to a place where God is not there. Jonah tried to get to the ends of the earth as He knew it but God steered him back on course. 

God’s plan is not caused to fail by the failure of a member of the human race for if Jonah had not been preserved God would have sent another messenger to Nineveh to effect the great revival in the Assyrian empire.

It is a foolish thing to do to get out of the geographical will of God as it can not only affect you but others as well. Whilst the lives of the sailors were spared they however lost a lot of their cargo in the great storm that Jonah’s rebellion caused.

Often a great crisis in life will cause people to consider the possibility of God and seek a solution to a problem through entreating Him.

Sometimes people prefer to contemplate the judgment of God on a people rather than see a manifestation of God’s grace and mercy towards them.

Jonah being asleep in a storm is a picture of the Christian acting in an apathetic manner. We are not to be apathetic to the problems surrounding us and need to address the Lord in prayer when such a crisis occurs causing people to perish on the sea of life.

The heathen sailors were more aroused and alarmed by the flagrant disobedience of Jonah than Jonah himself which is a terrible rebuke to him for not realising what a serious sin he had committed.

It may appear strange that Jonah claimed to believe in God when he did not obey Him but this is quite a common trait with believers

DOCTRINES

ABRAHAM - FAITH

1. SCRIPTURE  Genesis 11:26 - 25:10; Acts 7:2-8.

2. BIOGRAPHY

A descendant of Shem and son of Terah, who was born in Ur of the Chaldees about 2030 BC. Known as Abram (father of high and windy places) he was renamed Abraham (father of many nations) (Genesis 17:5) prior to the birth of Isaac. Known as a friend of God (2 Chronicles 20:7) he left Ur at the command of God (Genesis 12:1). He was told to leave his kindred, but he took with him his father Terah and his nephew Lot. He settled for a while in Haran (the dried up place) until his father died (Genesis 11:32). Entering the promised land he graciously allowed his nephew Lot to have the choicest grazing land for his cattle (Genesis 13:8-11) and was instrumental in releasing Lot from the spoils of the kings who attacked Sodom (Genesis 14). Abraham's faith was tested by worry in Genesis 15 and he took his future into his own hands with the birth of Ishmael through Hagar the maidservant (Genesis 16). After both Abraham and Sarah were past the age of child-bearing, Abraham was told he would have a son Isaac (laughter) (Genesis 18:10-15). Isaac was born (Genesis 21:2) and grew up to his adolescence. Abraham was told to sacrifice his miracle child Isaac (Genesis 22:2). Isaac bore the wood up Mt Moriah and was about to be killed when Abraham's faith was confirmed by the provision of the ram in a thicket (Genesis 22:10-13). Abraham died at the age of 175 (Genesis 25:7) and was buried in Mamre (Genesis 25:9).

3. EVALUATION

Abraham's faith is seen in many areas of his life:

a) He left the security of Ur of the Chaldees (Genesis 11:32).

b) He went to a new land (Genesis 12:1-3).

c) His first act was to build an altar (Genesis 12:8).

d) He trusted God for provision (Genesis 13:8,9,18).

e) Abraham pursued Lot and rescued him even though he had only 318 men under arms (Genesis 14:14).

f) Abraham used faith to resist fear and doubt (Genesis 15:5-6).

g) He had faith that provision would be made for Isaac (Genesis 22:8).

h) He recognised that God had provided (Jehovah Jireh) (Genesis 22:14).

i) He had faith that a bride would be miraculously provided for Isaac from his own people (Genesis 24:3,4).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) The whole process of the Christian life starts and depends on faith (Romans 3:28).

b) It takes faith to become a missionary (Genesis 12:4; Hebrews 11:8).

c) Abraham's faith caused him to put God first (Genesis 12:8; Hebrews 11:10).

d) Faith in God is reflected in a gracious attitude (Galatians 5:23).

e) Faith provides courage in time of danger, especially in relation to war (Psalm 18:39).

f) Knowledge of the Scriptures, doctrines and the principles applied by faith are a cure for worry (Genesis 15:6; Psalm 43:5).

g) Even in hopeless situations, God provides. Faith seeks and causes comfort in those who are in great difficulty (Psalm 18:6).

h) Faith looks to God as the great provider for His children (Matthew 6:26).

i) Faith is the only acceptable form of relationship between man and God as it is the only form of perception which has no human merit (Romans 3:27).

j) Faith gives confidence in one's future and the future of one's family (Deuteronomy 5:10).

k) With faith everything is possible (Matthew 17:20).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:   AMBASSADORSHIP

1. An Ambassador does not appoint himself, he is appointed by the nation he represents, the king he represents, the person he represents. We are appointed by God. (2 Corinthians 5:20).

2. An Ambassador does not support himself. We are sustained and protected by God (Philippians 4:19).

3. An Ambassador does not represent himself. We represent God on earth. (Matthew 28:19-20).

4. An Ambassador does not belong to the nation to which he is sent. Positionally we are in heaven, experientially we are in the world. (Philippians 3:20, John 15:19).

5. All Ambassadors have instructions in written form. We have the Word of God. (1 Thessalonians 4:1-2).

6. An Ambassador representing his country does not treat any insult as personal. (Matthew 5:11-12).

7. When an Ambassador is recalled from a country it is tantamount to declaration of war. After the Rapture there will be massive warfare on earth. All Christians will be recalled at the Rapture.(1 Thessalonians 4:13-17).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

1. Forgiveness is by the death of Christ (Matthew 26:28, Revelation 1 :5)

2. Divine forgiveness is to all who believe in Christ (Acts 10:43, Acts 16:31)

3. The penalty of sin was paid by Christ on the cross. (Hebrews 9:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

4. When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.  God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins. (1 John 1: 9).

5. Jesus Christ is our propitiation. (I John 2:1,2 )

6. In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).  This can only be accomplished by the filling of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23)

7. Steps towards restoration of fellowship

[a] Examine yourself for genuineness of motivation. [2 Corinthians 14:5]

[b] Act on what you see [Romans 4:7-8]

[c] Deal with any sin by confession. [1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18]

[d] Forget the sin which you have confessed. Do not proceed into a pattern of guilt.[Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12]

[e] Resume your active spiritual walk. Avoid areas where you might be tempted by the sin which so easily besets us. [Hebrews 12:12-13] 

[f] Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God. [James 5:16]

[g] Get moving and grow up. [2 Peter 2:17-18]

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE

1.  Obedience is better than offerings (1 Samuel 15:22; Proverbs 21:3; 28:9).  If we are not in God's will, any "worship" we offer is unacceptable.

2.  Obedience is something you have to learn.  The basic training in obedience has to start in childhood.  As it says in (Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16) "Honour your father and your mother. " (Proverbs 4:3,4; 22:6; 29:15-17; Hebrews 5:8)

3.  Teaching your child obedience is an act of love (Proverbs 3:12; 19:18; 23:13-14).

4.  We have to obey those who are in authority over us (Exodus 20:12; 22:28; Leviticus 19:3; Deuteronomy 5:16; Romans 13:1-5; Ephesians 6:1-5; Colossians 3:18-22; Titus 3:1).

5.  Those in authority have been put in that position by God (Romans 13:1).

6.  Obedience to those in authority is obedience to God (Proverbs 24:21; Ephesians 6:7; Colossians 3:23-24; Romans 13:5).

7.  Disobedience to those in authority is disobedience to God (Romans 1:30; 13:2).

8.  But when we are ordered to do something that is against God's Will we have to disobey (Acts 4:19; 5:40-42).

9. The fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16) is the only commandment with a promise (Proverbs 10:17; Ephesians 6:1-3).  Social life in a society is only possible when the people in it have learned to obey.

10.  If this commandment is ignored, if the authority of the family is denied or not exercised, society will quickly slide into anarchy (Isaiah 3:12; Proverbs 29:21; 30:21-23; Romans 1:30).

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - FREEWILL

1. Definition :- Volition or free will is the responsibility before God to choose different ends and means in life.

2. The above definition does not say that one has the power to do what you choose but it does give the opportunity to choose.

3. God gave Adam a choice in the garden in (Genesis 2:16,17) where God told the man "thou shalt not eat" in the imperative mood which is a command.

4. Free will gives you the opportunity to want to accomplish things in conformity with God's will without having the natural ability to do so. (1 Kings 3:5-10) Solomon in this case wanted to judge but could not because of his own limitations.

5. In (Psalm 13) David's free will continued to be positive even though he had not been successful.

6. One of the reasons for the delay in the answering of prayer requests is to allow the strengthening of free will to desire to do God's will. 

7. Free will in both believer and unbeliever. (John 7:17)

8. Free will in giving. (2 Corinthians 8:12)

9. Free will cannot be coerced or compromised thus Christianity is a matter of obedience. (2 Corinthians 5:10)

10 As God is to judge all men it means that man is responsible for his actions and that all normal members of the human race have free will. (Revelation 20:11-15)

11.Relationship of free will is vertical, between man and God not man and man. (Ephesians 6:5-9)

12.Because man is subject to judgment there is an age of accountability as portrayed by the "rich young ruler". 

13.Animals and plants are not judged.

14.Free will also puts the responsibility on both ends and means. An example of the right end but wrong means is the sin unto death of Moses. (Numbers 20)

15.By application just because God is blessing a ministry, in the case of Moses by providing water it does not mean that the person is necessarily in God's will. God blesses through his grace and not necessarily because they are doing things by God's way.

16.Human viewpoint attack on free will - Determinism. 

(a)
The concept is that if one starts out with any physical item and I know everything there is regarding it and the laws that control it then I can dogmatically predict the future state of that item. 

(b)
This concept is incorrect as shown by the power of prayer (James 5:17).

(c)
It is possible for God to manipulate His universe. (Acts 16:26).

17.
Types of miracles in the bible 

(a)
natural - a variation of a natural law 


(i)
Elijah and the drought 


(ii)
Paul and the earthquake 

(iii)
Moses at the Red Sea with the east wind 


(b)
supernatural - a direct violation of a natural law 


(i)
The resurrection of Christ 


(ii)
Being born again

18.In physics this concept is called "Heisenburg's Uncertainty Principle" after the German Nobel prize winner who postulated it. Modern science now views a lot of the formulae of physics as occurring the vast majority of times but on odd occasions not complying with observed laws. Such non compliance would include miracles or manipulation by God.

19.Evolution is an attack on free will as it states that man is evolved from animals and is a higher form of animal. This is often reinforced in text books which state "men and the other animals" indicating that man differs in degree only and not in "kind". 

(a)
"Difference in degree" - hot and cold is a matter of relative heat; ice, water and steam are all water and of the same kind.

(b)
"Difference in kind - a square and a triangle.

(c)
Solomon in (Ecclesiastes 3:21), a believer out of fellowship assesses man as different only in degree from animals.

(d)
Based on evolutionary principles abortion can be justified and atrocities condoned against other races such as the Nazi reaction to Jews, gipsies and the Slavs. From this comes the concept that if we knew everything about animal behaviour we could then describe man. 

(e)
The Biblical view however is that we do vary in kind, not in degree (Genesis 2:16) with the thing that sets man apart from the animals being volition.

(f)
By implication man is never totally determined by his environment.

(g)
Hell is a monument to the fact of free will because if you do not have a choice you cannot be judged.

20.
Three problems which the Bible solves regarding free will - 

(a)
What about babies who die before they hear the gospel or those who are mentally not able to decide ?

Solution - (2 Samuel 12:18) where a child born to David and Bathsheba dies on the 7th day, the day before circumcision which would have brought the child into a covenant relationship.

David says that he will go to be with the child indicating the child has been automatically saved without a covenant requirement. 

This is the principle of "unlimited atonement". (1 John 2:2)

(b)
What about the physical damage which hinders the person causing a restriction of free will ?

Solution - (John 9:1-7) where a man blind from birth is healed. Jesus did not bypass the free will but made up for the blindness. He breaks down the barriers for a person to do God's will but the free will of the person is not manipulated. 

(c)
What about spiritual damage to free will ?

Solution - (Genesis 3:8) where after the fall God sought out Adam and Eve in the garden where they had hidden from him. God who is all knowing asked the question "Where are you ?"

The principle of the "total depravity of man" is seen here in the fact that man will not of his own free will seek God.

In (Deuteronomy 5) Moses and all the Israelites heard a public address by God which the Israelites shrank back from.


God speaks to man in three areas:- 


(a)
He speaks to all men. (Matthew 5:45, Acts 14:17)


(b)
He has a more intense form of calling. (Genesis 6:3, Romans 13:1)


(c)
He calls through the gospel of Jesus Christ. (John 16:8-11)

It is however possible to so damage the free will regarding spiritual matters that it becomes impossible to believe or repent. 


Examples 


(a)
the Amorites and Canaanites of Joshua's day. (Genesis 15:16)


(b)
the Pharaoh of the Exodus. (Exodus 7- 11)


(c)
those who accept the mark of the beast. (Revelation 13:8)


(d)
the reaction of unbelievers at the second advent. (Revelation 6:16)

21.However there are many areas over which even those who have had limited free will have control and the person who searches will find. (John 7:17)

22.If God is truly sovereign how can man have genuine free choice? God has absolute sovereignty as shown by a study of His character. It is also clear that man has free will.

God uses his free will as creator whilst man uses his as a part of creation.

23.One way of looking at this is fatalism which is the basis of most eastern religions which state that man's destiny is set and certain.

24.Another way is autonomy which says that all things are uncertain and therefore history goes on chaotically.

25.True biblical sovereignty is based on the creator/creation concept with the creator outside the universe and the created beings within. 

Three non salvation examples:- 

(a)
Paul as a prisoner on a ship bound for Rome predicts, having received advice from the angel of God, that there will be no loss of life but the ship will become a wreck. The guarantee is a sovereign guarantee and therefore absolute. Paul however tells the soldiers that they must stay on the boat to be saved. They do and they are saved. Sovereign decrees by God therefore contain free will decisions by man. (Acts 27)

(b)
The sovereign decree is that all things work together for good towards the goal of predestination and eventual glorification. We have a guarantee that we will be in heaven. We need to be actively involved in the chain of events. (Romans 8:28)

(c)
Daniel understood the time of "desolations" as seventy years as prophesied by Jeremiah and knew that it would end on time. He now seeks by supplication with sackcloth and ashes forgiveness for Israel's sin on the basis that no discipline is going to be removed without the sin having been forgiven. (Daniel 9:2)

God promises certain things but they are contingent on our prayer Using the principle of the sovereignty of God we can be confident in prayer if we are controlled by the Holy Spirit. (James 4:2)

26.Can free will be neutral ? The answer is no, one is either positive or negative towards God. For instance if a young man is keen on a girl and is asked if he is going to marry her and he answers he does not know. As long as he debates the question he will not marry her and is therefore negative to marriage.

27.Every attack in the Christian life has one common feature, the denial of the Word of God as shown in the temptation of our Lord. Each of them therefore is an attack on the character of God.

28.The act of negative free will to the plan of God is given in (Romans 1:18-32.)

In this passage:- 

(a)
the unbeliever hold the truth in unrighteousness. (v18)

(b)
the power of God is clearly seen by all men. (v19-20)

(c)
they became vain in their imaginations and worshipped part of the creation rather than the creator. (v21-23)

(d)
the result is sexual and other perversions. (v24-31)

(e)
they end up encouraging others to defy God. (v32)

29.Are the majority always right ? A scriptural example of this was Elijah and the prophets of Baal in (1 Kings 18) where on a public opinion basis Elijah would have been considered wrong. 

The concept that public opinion is always correct comes from the French philosopher Rousseau who stated "the most general will is always the most just also, the voice of the people is in fact the voice of God".

Another good example of this would be the public opinion that happened at the crucifixion of Christ.

30.There are therefore two classes in the Christian life, positive or negative to God's will.

31.In Old Testament times physical idols were common. The idols nowadays are commonly abstract in the form of ideas and concepts. It is up to the Christian to challenge these concepts where they occur.

GOD:  PLAN OF GOD

1. In eternity past, God designed a plan for every believer, which takes into account every event and decision in human history.

2. The plan centres around the person of Jesus Christ. (1 John 3:23, Ephesians 1:4-6)

3. Entrance into the plan is based on the principle of grace. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) where the sovereignty of God and the free will of Man meet at the cross. God brings salvation which is complete, Man brings his faith.

4. God's plan was so designed so as to include all events and actions. (1 Peter 1:2)

5. Under his plan God has decreed to do some things directly and some through agencies, Israel, the Church.

6. Without interfering with human free will in any way God has designed a plan so perfect that it includes cause and effect, as well as provision, preservation and function.

7. There are many functions in the Plan of God. They all constitute one whole comprehensive plan which is perfect, eternal and unchangeable.

8. The plan of God is consistent with human freedom and does not limit or coerce human free will. Distinction should be made between what God causes and what God permits. God causes the Cross but permits sin. God is neither the author of sin nor sponsors sin.

9. His plan portrays that man has free will. God never condones sin in the human race. Man started in perfect environment and innocence. Man sinned of his own free will. Man will sin in the perfect environment of the Millennium.

10. Distinction should be made between the divine plans which are related to the plan of God and divine laws which regulate human conduct on the earth. Divine laws occur in time, divine plans occur in eternity.

11. God's plans derive from His foreknowledge. He recognised in eternity past those things which are certain. The foreknowledge of God makes no things certain, but only perceives in eternity past those things that are certain.

12. There is a difference between foreknowledge and fore ordination. Fore ordination establishes certainty but does not provide for the certainty which is established. It is the plan that provides. (Romans 8:29, Acts 2:23, 1 Peter 1:2)

13. Therefore the elect are foreknown and the foreknown are elect. God knew in eternity past what way each free will would go for each particular problem in life. God does not coerce human free will but he does know what way each freewill will choose at any given time. As free will decides so God provides.

14. Since God cannot contradict his own character he plans the best for the believer. God is perfect, his plan and provisions are therefore perfect.

15. The cross was planned in eternity past but the human free will of Christ decided for the cross at Gethsemane. (Matthew 26:39-42) God has provided salvation through the cross and it is a free will decision as to whether one accepts it or not.

16. No plan in itself opposes human freedom but once a choice is made from the free will then the plan limits your human freedom. At the same time it gives you the freedom to love and appreciate God. God lays down the means of living the Christian life. 

JONAH 1:11-17

11  Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous. 12  And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you: for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you. 13  Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they could not: for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against them. 14  Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, We beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as it pleased thee. 15  So they look up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging. 16  Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows. 17  Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

11  Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous. 12  And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you: for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you. 
Jonah suggests a radical solution to the problem the sacrifice of himself so that the judgment will not continue to fall on the heathen sailors. The necessity of this action however is self inflicted rather than our Lord who gave his life for us as the supreme act of the love and grace of God. Jonah may well have considered this to be the ultimate way of not going to Nineveh.
13  Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they could not: for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against them. 
Throughout the whole of this incident the sailors behaved in a commendable fashion where they tried to lighten the ship to make it more seaworthy as seen in verse 5 and even though they know who is causing the problem rowed hard towards land to try and avert the need to follow Jonah’s advice to throw him overboard to what they as seamen see as without doubt causing Jonah’s death.  It is of interest in verse 13 that the phrase “hard to bring” is the Hebrew word “shub” which means to turn. The sailors try and turn the boat towards land and are rowing with all their energy to do this.
14  Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, We beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as it pleased thee. 15  So they look up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging. 16  Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows. 
The sailors are caught up in  a real problem. They have rowed mightily and it has been ineffective, they have been told by the one responsible for the storm to throw him overboard. To do so was in their opinion condemning the person without doubt to death. They realise that Jonah’s God is real and fear that this real God will judge them worthy of death by killing one of His believers. The sailors do not want to be responsible for the death of Jonah which is in contrast to Jonah’s attitude towards Nineveh.
Jonah was now cast into the sea and it instantly became calm. With the sudden ceasing of the raging tempest the sailors are going to witness the power of God. In reverential fear they offer sacrifice to the Lord and make promises or vows as to what they were going to do once they reached land. The sailors felt helpless at trying to appease someone else’s God especially when the God they are dealing with is demonstrably real and powerful.
17  Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 
In verse 17 the Hebrew word for fish is “Dag” from which the name of the fish god “Dagon” is derived. The provision of the fish was the first of four things the Lord provided. The fish was prepared to miraculously protect Jonah so that he would undertake the most successful evangelistic mission in history. 
Nineveh had Dagon, the fish god which they worshipped and this will be important later on . As the Creator of the whole of creation the provision of a fish for this situation is no problem for our Lord.
APPLICATION 

The heathen sailors had more concern about the fate of one person than Jonah, the believer, had about the eternal future of hundreds of thousands of heathen.
God controls not only the sea but all that is in it. If you still have work for the Lord in His plan the Lord will preserve you. It is however unwise to start off in exactly the opposite direction than that ordained by the Lord! 

How interested are we for the lost. Jonah was not interested at all he went in the opposite direction.

God is interested in us receiving His grace and may have to put us through some tempests before we catch on. If we are sensible we will save ourselves a number of these storms 

DOCTRINES

TYPES:  JONAH AS A TYPE OF ISRAEL

1. Jonah like Israel was chosen by God to be His people and His witness Deuteronomy 14:2 Ezekiel 20:5
2.Jonah like Israel was commissioned by God Isaiah 43:10-12, 44:8

3. Jonah like Israel was disobedient to the will of God  Exodus 32:1-4, Judges 2:11-19, Ezekiel 6:1-5 Mark 7:6-9
4. Just as Jonah found himself among men of different nationalities so Israel has been dispersed in disobedience has been scattered among the Gentiles  Deuteronomy 4:27, Ezekiel 12:15

5. When Jonah was among the heathen they came to a knowledge of God. While Israel is among the nations the heathen will come to know the Lord.  Romans 11:11

6 Jonah was miraculously preserved in the sea, Israel is miraculously preserved in the sea of Gentiles Hosea 3:3, Jeremiah 30:11, 31:35-37
GOD - GOD CARES FOR YOU

1. God knows ...

a) Our sorrows. (Exodus 3:7)

b) Our devotions. (2 Chronicles 16:9)

c) Our thoughts. (Psalm 44:21)

d) Our foolishness. (Psalm 69:5)

e) Our frailties. (Psalm 103:14)

f) Our deeds. (Psalm 139:2)

g) Our words. (Psalm 139:4)

h) The composition of the universe. (Psalm 147:4)

i) All things. (Proverbs 15:3)

j) Our needs. (Matthew 6:32)

k) About animal creation. (Matthew 10:29)

l) Mankind. (Matthew 10:30)

m) What might or could have been. (Matthew 11:23)

n) His own. (John 10:14)

o) Past, present and future. (Acts 15:18)

2. God is able to ...

a) Save forever those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ - Hebrews 7:25

b) Supply every need - 2 Corinthians 9:8

c) Deliver all who are tempted - Hebrews 2:18

d) Sustain the weak believer and make him stand - Romans 14:4

e) Keep us from falling and make us blameless - Jude 24,25

f) Surpass all that we could ask or think - Ephesians 3:20

g) Raise us up in resurrection in the likeness of His Son - Hebrews 11:19

3. With God, all things are possible - Matthew 19:26

4. God is in control. Nothing will ever happen to you that you are not able to deal with. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

5. God's character is stable.

a) if God is for you who can be against you. (Romans 8:31-34)

b) no matter what happens God's love is stable. (Romans 8:35-39)

6. God's promises are secure for he is always with us. (Matthew 28:19-20, Jeremiah 1:19)

7. God's power is always the same:-

a) He will always keep us. (John 10:29, 2 Timothy 1:12,)

b) God does not forget us or lose His power to keep. (Jude 24)

c) Even if we fall away from fellowship we still are saved. (2 Timothy 2:13)

8. God knew before time what we would need in time and has provided for the supply of all our needs. (Philippians 4:19, Hebrews 4:16, Ephesians 3:12,)

9. God has the power to bless us. (2 Corinthians 9:8)

10. God is able to make all grace abound towards us. (Ephesians 3:20)

PROPHECY
THE SIGN OF JONAH
PROPHECY
Matthew  12:40  (31  AD):  For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
 Jonah 1: 17 (862 BC): Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah.  And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.
1. This prophecy is unusual in that the main prophecy is found in the New Testament and only predates its fulfillment by about a year.

2. The Lord Jesus Christ told the Jews that this would be their only sign that he would be observably dead for three days and three nights.

3. The Jews had a tradition that the spirit of a person hovered around the dead body of that person for three days before departing.  Thus if a person was dead over three days he was observably dead according to that tradition.

4.  The death of Lazarus in John 11 clearly portrays this principle:

(a) Jesus was approached by Lazarus' sisters, Mary and Martha, stating that he was very ill (verse 3).

(b) Jesus, however, delayed a couple of days (verse 6).

(c) Jesus was informed that his friend Lazarus had died (verse 14) and when he arrived at Bethany he found he had been dead four days already (verse 17).

(d)  Martha claimed that Lazarus was completely without hope as he had been in the grave for four days and had begun to decay (verse 39).

(e) Jesus, however, raised observably dead Lazarus to life, causing many to believe in him (verse 45).  Lazarus was, however, only resuscitated.

5. In a similar manner many believed on Jesus when he rose from the dead, although he was resurrected rather than resuscitated.

6. The sign of Jonah also shows that paradise is in the heart of the earth where, prior to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ all saints went at death.

7. Samuel demonstrated that this was the case in his days when, on being summoned up during the witch of Endor episode, he said to Saul, "Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up" (1 Samuel 28:15).  This is further amplified by the story of the rich man in torments and Lazarus in paradise in (Luke 16:19-31).
FULFILLMENT

1 Corinthians 15:4 (32 AD): And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.
The Scriptures indicate clearly that the Lord Jesus Christ did not die on a Friday as currently celebrated by most of the Christian church but either on the Wednesday or Thursday. The apparent discrepancy between rising on the third day in 1 Corinthians and three days and three nights in Matthew, can be explained by the fact that 1 Corinthians was written to the Gentiles, who had the Roman reckoning of time, whilst Matthew was addressed to the Jews whose day commenced at 6pm.

CHAPTER 2

JONAH 2:1-10

1  Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the fish's belly, 2  And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice. 3  For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me about: all thy billows and thy waves passed over me. 4  Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will look again toward thy holy temple. 5  The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped about my head. 6  I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was about me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my God. 7  When my soul fainted within me I remembered the LORD: and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple. 8  They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy. 9  But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD. 10  And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the fish's belly, 2  And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice. 

In this chapter we have Jonah’s prayer of confession to the Lord rather than a prayer of deliverance. Jonah by going in the opposite direction to that which the Lord wanted him to go is clearly not in the geographical will of God. 

We notice in verse 1 that Jonah was a believer as it states that he prayed unto the Lord his God. He is a believer who is currently inside a large fish.

It is noted that the word “Hell” is a translation of the Hebrew word “Sheol” He was in a place of death and yet he was still alive. Taking this as a sign of deliverance Jonah does not scream out for deliverance but recognises that the Lord has a purpose in his survival and future work for God.
3  For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me about: all thy billows and thy waves passed over me. 4  Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will look again toward thy holy temple. 

It is noted that Jonah did not consider that the Phoenician sailors had cast him into the deep but that it had been God who had done it. We see a similar concept with the Apostle Paul where Paul saw himself as a prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ and not of the emperor Nero. He recognises that all things work together for good, it is not good he is in the big fish but he is still alive
As the currents of the Mediterranean swirled around Jonah, he knew God controls the waves and breakers .He could well have been quoting from Psalm 88:7 “Thy wrath lieth hard upon me, and thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves.”
In verse 4 we see the confidence of Jonah now that he has confessed his sin and is in fellowship with the Lord. Even though he is in  a real predicament yet he has faith enough to know that he will again look on the Temple. This is the perfect combination of confession and resting on the promises of God.
5  The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped about my head. 6  I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was about me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my God.
Jonah however recognises that he is in a completely hopeless situation as far as human hope is concerned. Here he is in the middle of a fish deep in the sea. 

The weeds wrapped around his head is a type of Christ with the crown of thorns adorning the brow of our Lord on the cross. In Genesis 3 we are told that because of man’s fall thistles and thorns would occur. 17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee;  Thus the weeds around Jonah’s head while in a fish is a symbol of the Lord tasting death because He who knew no sin was made sin for us.

Jonah again expresses his faith in the Lord, that his God has saved him from certain death as shown in the word corruption. We have the same phrase in 1 Corinthians 15 51-55 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

PROPHECY
CROWN OF THORNS

PROPHECY

Jonah 2:5 (862 BC): The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped about my head.
FULFILLMENT

Matthew 27.29 (32 AD): And when they had plaited a crown of thorns they put it upon his head.

1 . The crown of thorns on the head of the Lord Jesus Christ represents the sins of the world being placed on the Saviour.

2. One of the judgments on Adam in the garden was the production of thorns. Genesis 3:17,18 states, And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 18  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;
3. It is also clear that at the second advent of our Lord the pristine nature of the world will be restored (Romans 8:19-22).
4. That the Bible mentions the weed around Jonah's head and Jonah is the only sign given to the Jews just prior to Jesus' crucifixion is significant and can be seen as a prototype of the thorns on the Saviour's brow.

7  When my soul fainted within me I remembered the LORD: and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple. 

Jonah mentions here that even though he fainted he knew that his prayer had been heard. Jonah was totally confident that even though he was at the bottom of the Mediterranean Sea inside a large fish the prayer would go straight to God. It needs to be remembered that at the time of Jonah God in the form of the Shekinah Glory was in the Temple in Jerusalem not departing from the Temple until the time of Ezekiel.
8. They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy. 9  But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD. 
Lying vanities in the Hebrew means to deceive yourself. If they deceive themselves that they can do  things other than by God’s way they forsake God’s plan of grace or mercy in action. Their own mercy is in fact forsaking the Lord Jesus Christ which is their only source of mercy.
We notice that the sacrifice mentioned by Jonah in verse 9 is not an animal sacrifice under the Levitical code but a sacrifice of the lips as he brings praise to the Lord as he identifies the source of his salvation. Jonah indicates here that he will go to Nineveh as commanded by the Lord and evangelise the enemies of Israel.

No one wanted to go anywhere near the Assyrians He was concerned that if he evangelised the Assyrians they might be saved and because of his hatred of the Assyrians he did not want any of them to be saved. He did not want them to go to heaven. He wanted them to roast in hell forever.

Jonah understood the grace of God and for three days and nights he thanked God for deliverance rather than asking God for deliverance. He showed that he trusted God could release him from his situation which was a humanly impossible one.

God now takes this poorest of prophet and gets him back onto dry land so that he can have the greatest evangelistic success in the history of evangelism. There were up to a million converts for a preaching time of about three days which must be a world record for open air evangelism.

There is not one word of petition in Jonah’s prayer. It consists of thanksgiving in verses 2-6 contrition verses 7-8 and rededication verse 9. It is really a psalm of praise, a doxology. The singing of a doxology inside a great fish in mid ocean is unique.

10  And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.

Here we have a great contrast between the great fish and Jonah. The great fish obeyed the Lord’s command and regurgitated Jonah onto the beach while Jonah rejected God’s command and went in the opposite direction.

APPLICATION 

Confession of sin is one of the most important features in the life of a believer because without it one is unable to allow the Holy Spirit control in one’s life. Living under the control of the Holy Spirit is of course essential for the production of good of eternal worth. I John 1:9, I Corinthians 3:12

The confession of sins also means that divine discipline which may accompany sinful acts will be removed 1 Corinthians 11:30. Thus cursing is turned to blessing through confession.
Every sin that has ever occurred or will occur has been judged in Christ on the cross. By confessing the sin we are able to receive forgiveness allowing for God to provide restoration of fellowship with the person without contravening His own perfect character.

If we are alive we are to assume that the Lord has still some works to be accomplished for him. You know when your work for the Lord is over  as you will be absent from the body and present with the Lord in heaven. Irrespective of where we are we need to confess our sins and get moving in the plan of God.

If you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ your life belongs to Him. Nothing in this world will make you happy other than having fellowship with the Lord

It is better to be a dull unintelligent person and obey the Lord rather than a self asserted smart person and disobey the voice of God.

Even though Jonah did not literally die and rise again Jesus Christ used Jonah’s experience as a parallel to his literal death and resurrection. 

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE - BACK-SLIDING AND RECOVERY

1. Definition - falling from the standard of living that the Lord calls us to and living at a lower level of belief, behaviour, and emotion. Living in a state of embarrassment at the gospel, thinking as an unbeliever would.

2. The Lord knows who are his, we don't. 2 Timothy 2:19. A backslider is out of fellowship, and may resemble an unbeliever in every way yet still be saved. They are like the prodigal son. Luke 15:3ff. These people are different (although they appear to be the same) to religious unbelievers. 2 Peter 2:1 -22,  Jude 4 -13, 18, 19, 22.

3. The Lord desires these people to be restored. Matthew 18:12 -14, Luke 15:3 -32. In the Old Testament this message is also clear. Hosea 4:14-19, 11:7, 8, 14:1-4, Jeremiah 2:19, 3:6, 8, 11, 12, 14, 22,  5:6, 8:5, 14:7,Jeremiah 31:22, 49:4.

4.Believers who are "offended' at the Word have failed to grow spiritually John 6:61 -63, Matthew 11:6, 1 Corinthians 10: 13, Matthew 13:21, Mark 4:17, John 16:1, Matthew 24:9, 10.

5. The disciples all were offended at the Lord at his death. Matthew 26:31, 33-35, cf. 67-75.

6. Falling from grace is another way of expressing backsliding. Colossians 1:23, Galatians 5:4, 2 Peter 3:17. It means to fall from a place where you stand for grace and adopt an inferior way of living the Christian way of life, like legalism.

7. God disciplines the backslider, but their eternal security is secure. Hebrews 12:5 -13, 16, 17, 1 Corinthians 3:12-15, 1 Peter 1:4, 5, 2 Timothy 2:11- 13, John 1:12, Ephesians 1:13.

8. The Lord is able to keep us from falling, although we can walk away from his provision by following our pride rather than his truth. Jude 24. 1 Corinthians 10:11 -14, 1 Timothy 3:6, 7.

9. At the end of the church age the Lord prophesied that there would be a time of almost total backsliding on the part of the organised church.2 Thessalonians 2:3, 1 Timothy 4:1- 6, 2 Timothy 4:3, 4.

10. The Lord warns all backsliders very directly in Revelation 2 : 5. No fruit for too long = sin unto death! John 15:1-5.

11. Backsliding and Recovery

Seven Steps Downwards

a Trifling with Sin Romans 13:14

b. Yielding to Sin Romans 6:13

c. Habitually Serving Sin 2 Peter 2:8

d. Abandoning Ourselves to Sin Ephesians 4:19

e. Being Abandoned by God to Sin Romans 1:24,26,28

f. Encouraging Others to Sin Romans 1:32

g. Experiencing Hell on Earth James 3:6, 1 Timothy 5:6

Seven Steps Upwards

a. Resisting Sin in our Attitudes James 4:7

b. Overcoming Sin by Faith in Christ Galatians 5:16

c.  Habitually being Victorious over Sin Romans 6:14, 1 John 5:4-5

d. Entering into the Secret of a Victorious Life Hid with Christ in God Romans 8:37, 2 Corinthians 2:14, Colossians 3:1-3

e. Being Taken by God into Deeper Fellowship 1 Timothy 1:12, 1 Corinthians 4:2

f. Delivering Others from Sin. Jude 22-23

g. Experiencing Heaven on Earth Jude 24-25, Philippians 4:6-7

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH

1. The Christian life can be divided into three sections or stages.

a) Stage 1 - Salvation.

b) Stage 2 - The Christian Walk

c) Stage 3 - The Christian in Heaven.

2. Man has three means of obtaining knowledge:

a) Faith - to believe or trust that something is true

b) Reasoning - using human logic to deduce that something is true

c) Experimentation - to test and prove something to satisfy yourself that it is true

3. The only acceptable method of gaining grace is by faith, since this means depending upon God without our human merit.

a) Stage 1 - Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved - salvation (Acts 16:31).

b) Stage 2 - Trusting in the promises and principles of the Word of God - the Christian walk.

c) Stage 3 - Trusting in God's provision - Heaven.

4. To illustrate belief and unbelief we follow the Jews from the plagues in Egypt to crossing the Jordan:

	Incident
	God’s Promise
	Scripture
	Response
	Result

	Last plague
	Passover Lamb
	Exodus 12:21-30
	Trust
	Jews spared last plague.

	Egyptian Army
	Red Sea Crossing
	Exodus 14:1-31
	Trust
	Moses leads Jews over Red Sea.

	No Water
	Water
	Exodus 17:1-7
	Trust
	By striking rock (Christ) water obtained.

	Gold Calf
	God's Doctrine
	Exodus 32:15-28
	Distrust
	Sons of Levi (Priests) slaughtered for leading

	Quails
	Manna
	Num 11:10-33
	Distrust
	Many deaths due to quails

	Giants
	Enter Canaan
	Num 13:1-14:38
	Distrust
	Death of fearful spies. Wandering in desert

	No water
	Water
	Num 20:2-13
	Distrust
	Moses strikes rock in disobedience. Will not enter Promised Land.

	Wanderings
	Cross Jordan
	Joshua 3:1-17
	Trust
	Israel crosses Jordan on dry ground


5. Salvation faith is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for your sins and rose from the dead to give you eternal life.  (Acts 16:31, Romans 4:20-25)

6. Anything added to becomes works, and therefore nullifies faith (Romans 4:4)

7. Faith is shown outwardly by confession with the mouth. (Romans 10:9-10)

8. Since faith does not depend on our own abilities, anybody can believe.  Even little children (Matthew 18:2-4)

9. Assurance is by faith (Hebrews 10:22)

10. Faith is trust which does not ask to know all about God but believe all that God has said.

11. Salvation faith receives Christ as Saviour and Lord. (John 1:12, 3:16, 3:36)

12. Faith of salvation is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as having been delivered from our transgressions and raised again for our justification. (Romans 4:20-25)

13. By Faith God gives the soul assurance of the reality of things never yet seen by the natural man. (Hebrews 11:1-3)

14. The triumphs of faith in daily life are illustrated for the believer in Hebrews 11:1-39. Abel, Noah, Moses etc.

15. Faith comes from hearing and hearing from the Word of God. (Romans 10:17)

16. Faith is the only non meritorious means of understanding things the other being rationalism and empiricism.

17. To become like a little child is an analogy to faith as a young child only has faith. (Matthew 18:2-4)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REPENTANCE

1. Two words are translated repentance in the New Testament:-

a) Metanoia - META - to change , NOIA - the mind, which means to change one's opinion or mind about something or someone.

b) Meta Melamai - to feel sorry for - an emotional reaction because of acts undertaken.

2. Repentance in salvation is to change one's attitude toward the person and work of Christ. (Luke 13:3,5, 15:7, 10, 16:30, 3 1, Acts 17:30, 31, 20:2 1, Romans 2:4, 2 Peter 3:9)

3. Repentance is used in salvation mainly for the Jews. The Jews had seen Christ as a great teacher, a wise man, a prophet. They repented and now recognised him as the Son of God. In the case of the Gentiles, the word believe is used. (Acts 16:3 1 ) as they had no previous ideas about the person of Christ.

4. The Fruit of Meta Melamai, such as penance and sorrow does not save. e.g. Judas repented of his actions and went to eternal damnation.

5. However, Godly sorrow works repentance. (2 Corinthians 7:8-11)

6. The Holy Spirit is responsible for repentance in salvation. (1 Corinthians 2:14, John 16:8-11) It convicts of sin, righteousness and judgment.

7. The Believer is told to repent from dead works or human good.

8. When God repents it is symbolic (Genesis 6:6, Exodus 32:14, Judges 2:18, 1 Samuel 15:35, Jeremiah 15:6, Amos 7:3, 6, Hebrews 7:21)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  THANKFULNESS

1. In everything we are told to give thanks.  In (1 Corinthians 1) Paul gives thanks for a number of items concerning God's provision.

2. Thanksgiving for grace (v 4).

3. Thanksgiving for spiritual wealth (v 5).

4. Thanksgiving for witnessing (v 6).

5. Thanksgiving for spiritual gifts (v 7).

6. Thanksgiving for ultimate sanctification (v 8)

7. Thanksgiving for divine faithfulness (v 9):

a) Faithful to forgive us our sins (1 John 1:9)

b) Faithful in not allowing too great a temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13)

c) Faithful is He who calls you (1 Thessalonians 5:24)

d) Faithful in keeping us from evil (2 Thessalonians 3:3)

e) Faithful even when we are unfaithful (2 Timothy 2:13).

HELL AND HADES

1. HELL is from the Greek GEHENNA. This was a place where children were burned as offerings to Molech. (2 Chronicles 33:6, Jeremiah 7:31). Molech was a huge idol with outstretched paws on which the children were tied prior to being burnt to death.

2. HELL is the same as the Lake of Fire where the lost spend eternity. (Revelation 19:20, 20:10)

3. Hades (Gk) in the New Testament is often translated HELL. SHEOL (Heb) is the Old Testament equivalent. Hades and Sheol are in the centre of the earth, cf. Saul, Samuel (from Paradise or Abraham's Bosom) and the Witch of Endor. (1 Samuel 28:7-19) Hades or Sheol is the place of the souls and spirits of people who died while awaiting the resurrection. Hades is also the place of imprisonment of a certain group of angels - TARTARUS.

4. HADES is divided into three sections, one section being divided from the other two by a "Great Gulf' Fixed". (Luke 16:19-31)

It should be noted that the story of Lazarus is a true story, and not a parable, because it mentions proper names (Lazarus) and a geographical location - Hades.)

a) Abraham's Bosom or Paradise - The abode of the saved until the ascension of Jesus Christ. The Lord said to the repentant thief - "This day shall thou be with me in Paradise. (Luke 23:43)

b) Torments - The abode of the unsaved, reserved until the last judgment at the end of the millennium. This is a place of great sorrow and suffering. (Revelation 20:13)

c) Tartarus - The prison of fallen angels who kept not their first estate. These are fallen angels from Genesis 6. This is a place of imprisonment (2 Peter 2:4)

5. Since the ascension of Christ - Paradise has been empty, with the saved being transferred to the Third Heaven. (2 Corinthians 12:1-4, Ephesians 4:7-10)

6. Those who die now as believers go directly to the Third Heaven ("at home with the Lord"), with soul and spirit but no resurrection body. (2 Corinthians 5:8)

7. Those in Hades (Torments) will be brought before the Great White Throne after which they will be thrown into the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:13-15). This is the Last Judgment.

8. Hades is in the heart of the earth. (Matthew 12:40; 1 Samuel 28:7-15)

9. There are no degrees of punishment in the Lake of Fire.

a) Degrees of punishment tend to deny the literal lake of fire. Nothing to indicate the temperature of the lake of fire is not constant.

b) Degrees of punishment is contrary to the doctrine of unlimited atonement. Christ died for every sin that has ever been committed. Man is not judged on the basis of his sins but human good. (Revelation 20:11-15)

c) Degrees of punishment destroys the principle of salvation. Its concept is that one rejecter of grace gets less fire than another rejecter of grace. The unsaved are unsaved because they reject grace.

d) Degrees of punishment is based on the theory that for a thesis there is an antithesis and when they come together you have synthesis (the Hegelian fallacy).

e) False concept:- One person commits a bad sin, one person performs a marvellous good work. Obviously there must be different degrees of punishment in eternity.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRAYER

1. We may know the provision of God but we must communicate with Him in order to obtain this provision.

a) Prayer is the believer's means of communicating with God.

b) The Bible is God's way of communicating with man.

2. Promises Involving Prayer

a) Matthew 21:22 We should ask believing.

b) Matthew 18:19 The power of corporate prayer.

c) Psalm 116:1, 2 God is always available to hear our prayer.

d) Isaiah 65:24 God will answer while we are yet praying.

e) Matthew 7:7 We are commanded to pray.

f) John 14:13-14 We can ask for anything in His name.

g) Philippians 4:6 The prayer should be with thanksgiving.

h) 1 Thessalonians 5:17 We should pray without ceasing.

i) Hebrews 4:16 We can come boldly to the throne of Grace.

3. Prayer Divided into 4 Segments

a) Confession of sins (1 John 1:9)

b) Thanksgiving (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

c) Intercession for others (Ephesians 6:18)

d) Petitions for one's own needs (Hebrews 4:16)

4.  Power of Prayer

a) Individual - Elijah and the burnt offering (1 Kings 18:36-39)

b) Corporate - the release of Peter from prison (Acts 12:1-18)

5.  One Prayer that could not be Answered The prayer of our Lord on the Cross (Psalm 22:1-18)

6.  To Whom are Prayers Addressed?

a) Directed to the Father - (Matthew 6:5-9) 

b) In the name of the Son - (Hebrews 7:25)

c) In the power of the Spirit - (Romans 8:26-27)

The Son (Jesus) and Spirit are interceding for us.

7.  Prayers can be Divided into Petition and Desire

a) Petition - What you ask God for (e.g. a new car).

b) Desire - The desire behind the petition (e.g. happiness because you have a new car).

8.  Four Possible Combinations

a) Petition answered - Desire not answered.  Psalm 106:15 - The quails of the Exodus generation.  1 Samuel 8:5 - A King to reign over Israel.

b) Petition not answered - Desire answered. Genesis 18:23 - The preservation of Sodom.  2 Corinthians 12:7 - Removal of the thorn in Paul's side.

c) Petition answered - Desire answered.  1 Kings 18:36-37 - Elijah requests fire for the offering.  Luke 23:42 -The penitent thief's prayer.  Type c) represents the perfect prayer.

d) Petition not answered - Desire not answered.  Type d) unanswered prayer has 8 main reasons which are shown in paragraph 9.

9.  Reasons for Unanswered Prayer

a) Lack of belief (Matthew 21:22)

b) Selfishness (James 4:3)

c) Unconfessed sin (Psalm 66:18)

d) Lack of compassion (Proverbs 21:13)

e) Pride and self righteousness (Job 35:12-13)

f) Lack of filling of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:18)

g) Lack of obedience (1 John 3:22)

h) Not in the Divine will (1 John 5:14)

Most of the reasons for unanswered prayer, is some form of sin in the life, which can be solved by confession of known sins as per paragraph 3 a) under the concept of  1John 1:9.

10.  Intercessory Prayer

a) This is one of the four factors in a prayer, which are:-

i) Confession of sins

ii) Thanksgiving

iii) Intercession

iv) Own needs.

b) The power of intercessory prayer is taught in (1 Kings 18:42-46) the principle being found in (James 5:16-18)

c) The power of prevailing prayer is shown in (Acts 12)

d) The prayer for the unbeliever (Romans 10:1)

e) Prayer for an unknown believer (Colossians 1:3-11)

f) Prayer for the known believer (Ephesians 1:15-23)

PROPHECY

1. The gift of prophecy and the office of the prophet are distinguished in Scripture. In the Old Testament there were those who had the office of prophet, and served in an official capacity within the worship system of Israel but there were also those who at times were given the gift of prophecy to give a special prophecy even thought they were not full time prophets. Elijah was a man with the office and the gift, where-as David had the gift at times but not the office.

2. The roles of the person with the office of prophet were many and varied:

[a]. - Aaron was a preacher Exodus 7:1

[b] - In Nehemiah's time the prophet-preacher had a role to exegete the Word of God clearly so that the people would know the truth. Nehemiah 6:7, Hosea 6:5,

[c] - As revivalists they were to call people to repentance. Judges 6:7-12, Zechariah 7:7-12.

[d] - They were to oppose apostasy  so that those who were likely to be misled by a false teacher would have no excuse. 1 Kings 18:36-39, 40, 2 Chronicles 25:15 Ezekiel 2:5, 2 Kings 20:11. 

[e] - They were encouragers of the people. Ezra 5:2.

[f] - They were sometimes song/worship leaders for the people. 1 Samuel 10:5.

[g] -They led in prayer at worship. 2 Chronicles 32:20.

[h] - They were the advisers to the kings and they were associated with coronations. 1 Samuel 10:1, 1 Kings 11:28, 29, 2 Kings 9:1-6, 2 Chronicles 12:5, 2 Chronicles 12:6, 15:2-7.

[i] - They were spiritual advisers or seers for the kings; they "saw" the immediate future and so were able to advise the kings of the right decisions. 1 Samuel 9:9, 2 Samuel 24:11, 1 Chronicles 21:9, 24:29, 2 Chronicles 19:2, 33:18, 2 Kings 17:13, Isaiah 29:10,  

[j] - They were fore-tellers of significant future events. 2 Samuel 7:5-16, Amos  9:11, Isaiah 9:6,7, Isaiah 53, Ezekiel 34:22ff, Micah 5:2, Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 13:8, Joel, Zechariah 14, and many more. 

[k] - God intended them to be the shepherds and vine-dressers of the nation. As such they were to be the type of Christ, who is referred to in the Old Testament as "the great prophet". Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Zechariah 13:5,6, Matthew 21:11, Luke 7:16, 8:18-20, 24:19,23-26, John 7:40,41.

3. The Methodology of the prophets. There was no "set" formula for the prophets to follow, but certain things were established as "tests" for the people to be sure the prophet was genuine.

[a] - The prophet had to have a spiritual life witness that was like Moses. Deuteronomy  34:10-12.

[b] - God spoke to the prophets by dreams and visions. God spoke to Moses face to face but he was an exception. Numbers 12:6-7.

[c]. - The prophet had to be totally confident of his message, as he was judged by God if there was any falsehood in it. 1 Kings 22:13,14, 2 Kings 5:8.

[d] - There were to be no secret prophecies, everything was to be open and clear, so that all the people might be warned of God. Jeremiah 23:25-29.

[e] - The prophet had to be specific in his message and had to be obeyed literally. 2 Kings 5:10-19, note especially verse 13.

4. There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day. Jeremiah 2:8, Ezekiel 13:1-23.

Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about. Matthew 7:15-23.   

Note The Lord's Words here in that the personal walk of the prophet is to be paid attention to:- 

No spiritual fruit in their life = no truth in their words.

God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgement upon them, so that believers are always presented with an obedience test, to see whether we will obey the Scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgement.

False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching. Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil. Hosea 4:5,6, 9:7,8.

5. Tests that believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy.

[a] - The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God. Jeremiah 23:33-36,    2 Peter 2:1-3, 1 Corinthians 14:32.

[b] - The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God. Deuteronomy 13:1-5.

[c] - The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested. Deuteronomy 18 : 20 - 22,  Jeremiah 28 : 9.

[d] - Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false.  Jeremiah 8:10.

[e] - Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false. Micah 2:11.

[f]  Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife, etc in their life , they were false! Jeremiah 23 : 11.

[g] - If they were found only in groups they were probably false, as God's prophets were men alone. 1 Kings 22:5-8, 18:22.

[h] - Does the prophecy accord with Scripture (this is more than just not contradict)? 1 Corinthians 14:37,38, 2 Kings 23:2. 

CHAPTER 3

JONAH 3:1-10
3:1  And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time, saying, 2  Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. 3  So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days' journey. 4  And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown. 5  So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them. 6  For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7  And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water: 8  But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands. 9  Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not? 10  And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

3:1  And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time, saying, 2  Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. 

When the Word of the Lord comes a second time to a person it is pure grace. Jonah did not deserve to be the greatest evangelist of all time. He did not deserve to be a missionary nor preach the gospel but God had taught him a great lesson which he had learned and now he obeyed. 
3  So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days' journey. 4  And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown. 

Jonah now heads in the right direction, he is walking in accordance to the Lord’s guidance. He walks into the capital city of the super power of the day. The city is very large. In verse 3 it states that it takes three days to walk across it. This would mean that it could be up to 80 -100 kilometres wide. 

Going a day’s journey does not mean that Jonah travelled into the city for a full day before preaching. Instead it means on the first day he entered the city he began preaching. The message he was given was that Nineveh would be destroyed in 40 days. 

He must have been a very unusual looking person as his skin would have been bleached by the period he was in the stomach of the large fish as was a whaler who survived a similar but much shorter period in this perilous situation.

We do not have the specific message that he preached but he preached it very effectively. Everywhere he went in Nineveh he would see images of the fish god Dagon. Every time he preached near an image of the fish god he could relate to his being swallowed by a great fish because he had disobeyed the True God. 

He could tell them that he had also been preserved by the True God after he had confessed to Him and unless they also turned from their idolatry and believed in the True God they would be destroyed. He warned the inhabitants on Nineveh that their time was running out because their great sins were a stench as far as God was concerned. Jonah’s appearance was in itself an example of the effect of sin.

God could have sent judgment on this wicked city but he is aware that there are people in the city who will respond to the gospel. This is unlike Sodom where Abram pleaded with the Angel of Jehovah to spare the city if there were 10 believers in it. The city however was destroyed after the believers had left because there were not even ten believers in the city and the rest of society was thoroughly corrupt. Within 200 years however the Assyrians had regressed to such a state that judgment fell on the city at the hands of the Chaldeans, Medes and Scythians. This time there was no reprieve. 

Jonah was a sign to the people of Nineveh . If God in His grace could deliver Jonah from death He could deliver them from their bondage to sin as well as their idolatry concerning the fish god Dagon.

The number 40 is used often in the Scriptures , in relation to the Flood in Genesis 7:17, Moses on Mt Sinai in Exodus 24:18, Elijah and his flight to Horeb  1 Kings 19:8 and the temptation of the Lord in the wilderness in Matthew 4:2

The word overthrown is the word used for the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah and it means to turn upside down indicating complete destruction 

5  So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them. 6  For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 

The response to Jonah’s message was fantastic. They believed what God had said through Jonah. The Hebrew word for believe used here is Amen which is the strongest Hebrew word for faith. It is used of Abram when it stated that Abraham believed [amen] God and it was counted to him for righteousness Genesis 15:6
In this case however we have a whole city of perhaps a million people who turned to the Lord. As a result they started to do a number of things to indicate they had changed their minds and trusted in God. Hearing and believing Jonah’s message the king, the mighty ruler of the greatest empire of that time took off his imperial robe, put on sackcloth and sat in the ashes indicating a humbleness of mind. Such a situation was unprecedented for Assyria where the rulers were arrogant, proud and cruel being subject to no one. 

While Nineveh did not become the capital of the Assyrian empire until some time in the reign of Sennacherib some 60 years after this incident some of her kings did reside there. The king also proclaimed a fast. A fast is a time set aside for Bible Study and Prayer which would otherwise be used for legitimate activities such as eating and drinking, earning a living, social life etc. We notice that from the king to the lowest structures of society in Nineveh all adopted this policy of fasting, all turned to the Lord.

It is of note that the history about Nineveh does not include the great conversion which occurred as a result of Jonah’s ministry. However official histories often remove events especially those that might embarrass them. For instance the histories of Egypt do not include the crossing of the Red Sea by the Israelites nor do the Assyrians record the death of 185,000 troops at Jerusalem under Sennacherib as stated in 2 Kings 19:35.

The genuine nature of the repentance of the Assyrians has been called into question as within 37 years they are back at their violent and bloodthirsty former state with the conquest of the northern kingdom in 722 BC. The people appeared to respond in fear under the power of Jonah’s proclamation. Though they were outwardly contrite as shown by the wearing of sackcloth and sitting in the ashes there appeared to be no long term changer in the attitude of these cruel people. 

7  And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water: 8  But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands. 9  Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not? 

Having led by example the king sent out with his nobles edicts throughout Nineveh telling the whole population including the animals to be covered with sackcloth and to fast. They were also to cry out to the Lord and leave their wicked ways. The king recognised that the whole empire was evil and violent and they were now to follow a very different lifestyle. It is noted that the king together with the nobles sent out the edict indicating that at this stage it was not an absolute monarchy.

It is noted that the fasting applies to the animals as well as the people. This type of relationship was well known in the ancient world. Ancient historians tell us that the Persians after the fall of their commander Masistios clipped the hair of their horses and mules. This action is based on the true fact of the relationship between man and beast as the latter are drawn into suffering because of the sin of man Joel 1:18,20. If God had overthrown Nineveh it would have been the death of the animals as well.  

This must have been very difficult for their neighbours who had been oppressed by the Assyrians that overnight they had changed from a group to greatly fear to one which had been transformed by Jonah’s ministry to a benign group of people.
The king does not know whether God will graciously respond to them by withdrawing the sure judgment which is going to imminently fall on them. He sees however that this is the only way in which the anger of God might be changed. However the appearance of a prophet from Israel gave the king hope for if God was bound to destroy them He would not likely send his representative if there was no chance of escape from the pending disaster.
10  And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.

As a result of their repentance the Lord does not bring judgment on the city of Nineveh. They are preserved. God repented, He changed His attitude towards the Assyrians. One million children gathered in three days. The greatest evangelical success in time as far as we know. If Jonah had been writing this himself this would have been a convenient place to finish but God has more to show us.
By the action of God in allowing the survival of this evil empire because of their repentance He showed how great His grace and mercy was. Some 37 years later at the destruction of the northern kingdom of Samaria the Jews would be able to see that because of their attitude the Lord’s judgment was just and deserved. 

APPLICATION 

Here we have the principle of grace before judgment. The Lord is gracious. He is not willing that any should perish but that all would come to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. The fact that we are alive and able to serve Him is due to the grace of God.

We may be reluctant to play our part in the Plan of God but when we do participate in accordance with God’s wishes the effect on a group of people and even history can be very large.

Why did God change his attitude towards the Assyrian. The reason God changed His attitude was because they had become believers, the now had a relationship with Him

God is always ready to bless but judgment will come if a person or group continually reject Him. He is a God of mercy but also of judgment
DOCTRINES

GRACE

1. Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. Therefore Grace is unmerited favour from God.

2. Grace depends on the character of God therefore Grace depends on who and what God is. Grace is what God can do for man and still be true to his own character.

3. The believer must recognise the difference between legalism and grace. Legalism is man's work intruding upon the plan of God.

4. The greatest thing God can do for the saved person is to make him exactly like His Son Jesus Christ. This is accomplished in three stages of sanctification.

5. Positional Sanctification:  At Salvation every believer enters into union with Christ. (Hebrews 1:2) Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father and is therefore superior to all angels in his humanity. At the point of salvation we are entered into union with Christ thus we are positionally higher than angels. We are positionally seated with Christ at God's right hand.

6. Experiential Sanctification:  During the Christian's life on the earth the time spent under the power of the Holy Spirit. During this time we produce the character of God in our lives - gold, silver, precious stones. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

7. Ultimate Sanctification:  When the believer receives a resurrection body he loses the sin nature and all human good. At this point the believer is physically superior to all angels. He remains in this perfect state eternally.

8. All believers have tasted of Grace at least once (1 Peter 2:3). This refers to the point of Salvation at which the believer receives at least 34 things which he did not earn or deserve. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) Disorientation to grace is the believer's greatest occupational hazard in his Christian life. (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 12:15)

9. The divine attitude to grace is expressed in (Isaiah 30:18, 19) God is constantly waiting to pour out his blessing on all believers in the Christian life.

10. Grace in salvation is expressed in many ways. It is always the same - believing in Jesus Christ (Psalm 103:8-12, Romans 3:23-4, Romans 4:4, 5:20, Ephesians 2:8, 9)

11. There are many ways in which the Christian life expresses GRACE:

a) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

b) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) Growth (2 Peter 3:18)

d) Stability (1 Peter 5:12)

e) Lifestyle (Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 1:12)

f) Production of Divine Good (1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 6:1

12. Grace is the correct attitude in relation to giving. (2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

13. Grace is the only means of coping with suffering in the Christian life. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) Through Grace God is able to bless the believer in the midst of the pressures and adversities of life. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

14. Implications of grace:

a) God is perfect, his plan is perfect.

b) A perfect plan can only originate from a perfect God.

c) If man could do anything in the plan of God the plan would no longer be perfect.

d) A plan is no stronger than its weakest link. Grace therefore excludes all human merit, all human ability.

e) Legalism, human works is the enemy of Grace.

f) The works of human righteousness have therefore no place in the plan of God. (Isaiah 64:6)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM

1. All believers are ambassadors for Christ, and are obliged to give the give the gospel to unbelievers. (Acts 1:8, 2 Timothy 4:5)

2. Two forms of witnessing - with the lips (2 Corinthians 5:18-21 and by the life (2 Corinthians 3:3)

3. The gospel is "good news".

4. Sin is not an issue.  Jesus died for all sin on the cross.  The penalty has been paid.  The issue now is "Do you trust that Jesus Christ has died for your sins, and was raised from the dead to give life to all who believe on Him?"  People choose to either rely upon Jesus Christ, or upon their own good works, to be saved. (Romans 8:1, 9-30-33)

5. What about the heathen who haven't heard?

a) God is totally fair, and everyone has the chance to be saved

b) Unlimited Atonement (Colossians 2:14,15)

c) God's will - none should perish (2 Peter 3:9)

d) Man's negative will - God consciousness - Gospel hearing.

6. Witnessing is impossible except through the power of the Holy Spirit. (John 16:8-13)  The Holy Spirit convicts of

a) Sin because of unbelief.

b) Righteousness.

c) Judgment because of Satan being judged (Matthew 25:41)

7. The natural man needs the Holy Spirit to understand the gospel (1 Corinthians 2:14)  

8. The Bible is the weapon of witnessing. (1 Corinthians 15:3, 4)

9. Biblical Pattern of Witnessing. (1 Thessalonians 2:1-12)

a) Effective contact (v.1 )

b) The gospel must be given even under opposition. (v.2)

c) The gospel must never be compromised or watered down - (v.3)

d) The believer in whom the gospel is deposited is tested by God and should not be for the praise of man. (v.4)

e) Flattery should never be part of the gospel. (v.5-6)

f) Whilst the gospel should not be given to get praise from men it should be given in love without cost (v9)

g) The gospel must be followed up (v 10) with discipleship and teaching (v11) so that the new believer can become spiritually self reliant. (v.10-12)

10. Your obligation to witness (Romans 1:14-16):  you are a debtor (v14), you are ready (v15), you are not ashamed (v16)

11. Win souls, not arguments.  Stay on the gospel, don't get side-tracked.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM – FISHERS OF MEN

We are fishers of men Matthew 4:19

1. A fisherman needs to be prepared and equipped to do the task. You need to be walking in the Spirit and you need to know the gospel. We need to be prepared in knowledge and power. Quite often you need to be trained.

2. The fishermen go to where the fish are. As a believer you must be in contact with unbelievers so that you can individually target them. This is why monasticism is wrong.

3. Fishermen are patient. They wait. They know the fish are there but they wait until the right time to cast the bait. You do not waste your bait but walk under the guidance of the Holy Spirit so that when you recognise that someone is under the conviction of the Holy Spirit you can fish successfully. You work with unbelievers and look for an opportunity provided by the Holy Spirit to give the gospel. 

You do not give them the gospel when they are five kilometres away. Ignorant Christians are blurting out the gospel to unbelievers who have not been prepared and consequently are disturbing the fish. They are not sensitive, they are not waiting seeing what the Spirit is doing. In Acts the people who were being added to the church were those who were being saved by the work of the Holy Spirit.

4. Fishermen know what bait to use and the different approaches to catch all sorts of fish. You do not have the same bait for all fish. Paul for instance gave a different message in Athens compared to what he gave in Phillipi. This is the danger of having just one tract in your pocket as it constrains you in your approach. You have to be flexible and know where the people are so that it will be meaningful to them and meet them where they are. Paul in Acts 16 is talking to philosophers so he comes in at a different level than in other cases.

5. Fishermen concentrate on fish and not the fishpond. You are to fish for fish and not try and clean the fishpond. We should be concerned with the souls of men and not cleaning up the environment. 1 Peter 1:17, Ephesians 5:16, Colossians 4:5, 1 Corinthians 9:22

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM - NEW TESTAMENT PATTERN

1. The pastor of the local church must practice a Bible saturated, spirit controlled life. By his systematic teaching of the Word he must encourage people to apply it in their life. The vessels that the Lord uses must be clean. 

2. You must have a co‑ordinated prayer life in the Church. This consists of the mid week prayer meeting and organising your prayer warriors. You need specific weekly prayer sheets. 

3. You need to have weekly meetings with your deacons and elders to plan strategies for the church. You need to have that for a prayer plan for the week. It is good to have this on Sunday morning over breakfast so that the prayer points can be noted down and duplicated by the pastor for the morning service. This gives current material. You plan your visitations, your speakers and how it can be co‑ordinated in with the overall preaching plan. There also needs to be a home fellowship strategy and  a strategy for the Bible class and Sunday School.

4. In the preaching everything must tie into the evangelistic, witness function of the church. He must emphasise that they are ambassadors and evangelists.

5. The minister encourages the people to find the fish. Every week they should be reminded of their work in this area.

6. Every believer should have his own list of people who he is praying constantly for. He should have a list of ten unbelievers and as one is converted a new name should be emplaced on the list. 

7. The church contacts should be followed up as part of the strategy. This is the importance of a Sunday School. The Sunday School should be well known in the area. The unbelieving parents who send their children to Sunday School should be followed up by the minister to show friendliness towards them. You may be their only Christian contact.

8. There needs to be a church service follow up. Every visitor should be made to feel welcome but not embarrassed. Never ask a visitor to stand up. After the service have a coffee time and a special room set aside for visitors. It is an advantage to have a service which finishes a bit earlier. The minister follows up the visitors and lets an elder go on the door.

9. Organise visitation and be visible with walking through districts and greeting those you meet. This is far better than driving and parking. The morning should be in the study. Have a meal at home to have time with your wife or family, after lunch visitation. With walking you get exercise and are away from the phone. Plan to visit three or four locations only. Drive to a central location and walk. If you are seen on the street people get to know. You have raised the profile of the church. You are swimming in the sea with the fish. Sit down with street kids, help an old lady. The church needs to draw on the local area. You need to be decently dressed but not suit and tie. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FASTING

1. The true purpose of fasting is to spend time ordinarily spent in things such as eating and sleeping to prayer and Bible study.

2. Fasting is not only the denial of food, although it often involves it.

3. The Jews fasted on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16:29-31; Numbers 29:7). Fasting in these passages is covered by the words, "afflict their souls".

4. Fasting with the wrong attitude becomes human works, and therefore is unacceptable to God (Isaiah 58:3-4, Jeremiah 14:12).

5. Fasting should always reflect an attitude of humbleness toward God (Psalm 69:10).

6. Jesus fasted forty days and forty nights during his temptation (Matthew 4:2).

7. When Christians fast it should be a matter between the individual and God (Matthew 6:16-18) The fasting Christian should not make a public spectacle.

8. Fasting in the form of extra time in prayer and bible study is beneficial:

[a] for major decisions in the Christians' or church's (Acts 13:2,3)

[b] to remove certain types of demons (Matthew 17:21; Mark 9:29)

[c] in revival (e.g. the post-war revival in South Korea).

SIN:  SIN UNTO DEATH

1. There is a sin unto death (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11 :31,32)

2. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, where ultimate discipline is administered to the Christian due to unconfessed sin of a serious nature.

3. Confession of sin under the concept of I John 1:9 is the way to forgiveness.

4. Examples of sin unto death:-

(a)The Corinthian Pervert - (1 Corinthians 5)

(b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's table in an unworthy manner. (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

(c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)

(d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)

(e) Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5: 1 -1 1)

5. Whilst there is a sin unto death there is no condemnation to them in Christ Jesus - all believers (Romans 8:1).

6. The effect of the sin unto death is to reduce the time which a believer can spend on earth accumulating good of eternal worth.  The gold, silver and precious stones of I Corinthians 3:11-15.

CHAPTER 4

JONAH 4:1-5

1  But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. 2  And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 3  Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live. 4  Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be angry? 5  So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. 2  And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 3  Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live. 
Here is an evangelist who is not satisfied with his results. A huge number of converts in Nineveh did not mean anything to Jonah because he hated them from the depth of his being. He gets mad at the Lord for saving them. Even though Jonah had been saved by grace he could not bear the thought of the Ninevites being treated in a merciful way by God.
Jonah’s first prayer in chapter 2 was one of confession, faith and thanksgiving. In this prayer however Jonah gave his true motivation for going in the opposite direction. 

In verse 2 the phrase “was not this my saying” is an idiom meaning “didn’t I say to myself”. Jonah is saying that he suspected that there would be a positive result of a mission to Nineveh. He suspected that while he was yet in Israel and as a result, not wishing that the people of Nineveh would escape the heavy judgment of God he headed west rather than north east.

Jonah knew the Character of God. He knew that “thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.” He knew that if he did what God required the result would be blessings for his enemies and he did not want that.

In verse 2 Jonah as a mature believer knew four things about God. Firstly he knew that God was gracious and merciful. Mercy is grace in action. What he did not realise was that God has been merciful to him as He is to all of us. Secondly he knew that God was “slow to anger” This must have been very clear to him because if he was not patient He would have destroyed the Ninevites long before the mission of Jonah.

Thirdly as the other side of the merciful characteristic Jonah recognised God as a God of “great kindness” and that under certain circumstances the judgment could be withdrawn. Jonah wanted and needed grace from God but could not bear for others to receive the same grace and mercy.

In verse 3 we see Jonah over reacting with the situation. He is so fed up with what has happened that he says to God, why don’t you kill me? In chapter 2 verse 7 Jonah had thanked the Lord for his deliverance from certain death, yet soon afterwards he is saying “I’ve had it, take my life”. He has seen the greatest revival in history yet he wishes he was dead. He really disliked the people of Nineveh with a vengeance. 

4  Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be angry? 5  So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city.
Verse 4 gives God’s response to his prayer. God says “Do you have a right to be mad at me Jonah”? Again we see the grace of God. Here He is speaking to a prophet who is again out of fellowship with Him. The answer to the question is obviously No! God has saved Jonah, rescued him from a time of gross disobedience and given him a very effective evangelistic ministry and the only reason that he is alive at this time is the very grace of God he has rejected for his converts.

Jonah’s response is to leave Nineveh on the east side and erect a temporary shelter out of branches to shelter him from the sun to see what God would do to the city. Jonah still had the hope that the Lord would destroy the city. He was waiting in the front row to see this wonderful destruction take place. Jonah is both expectant and fearful that it will not occur. There is no tenderness, compassion, love or grace in his soul just a deep desire that all his recent converts would be killed by the Lord in a city wide judgment. 

APPLICATION 

Believers sometimes get angry with God because what has happened has not been how the believer thinks that things should go. Almost all unbelievers tend to blame God for their misfortunes even when it is obviously self induced. We need to trust God to know what is best for us.

Mercy and grace are God’s way of dealing with man. As human beings with an Old Sin Nature we are not able to have fellowship with God. It is only through the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ that we are able to do so.
A very good idea is to write a short account of one’s life and see how many times the Lord has worked in your life. In Puritan times this was called your Providence. It formed the basis of the eulogy at one’s funeral and is a very effective final witness to others of the grace of God. It is also very good too as a reminder in days when you may feel despondent about your Christian walk.

DOCTRINES

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

1. Whilst God is three persons all three persons have exactly the same essence or character:

a) SOVEREIGNTY

The Father (Ephesians 1:11 , cf Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 6:10, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

The Son (John 5:21, Revelation 19:16)

The Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11 , cf Hebrews 2:4)

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS

The Father (John 17:25)

The Son (Luke 1:35, Hebrews 7:26, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

The Spirit The Holy Spirit

c) JUSTICE

The Father (Job 37:23, cf 8:3)

The Son (Acts 3:14, John 5:22, Revelation 19:11

The Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20)

d) LOVE

The Father (John 3:16)

The Son (Ephesians 5:25, 1 John 3:16)

The Spirit (John 16:7-11, 1 Corinthians 2:10)

e) ETERNAL LIFE

The Father (John 5:26)

The Son (Micah 5:2, cf John 1:1-2, 1 John 5:11

The Spirit (Isaiah 48:16)

f) ALL-KNOWING

The Father (Hebrews 4:13, cf Matthew 11:27, 1 Peter 1:2)

The Son (John 18:4, cf Matthew 9:4, John 2:25, 1 Corinthians 4:5)

The Spirit (Isaiah 11:2, cf 1 Corinthians 2:11

g) EVERYWHERE

The Father (2 Chronicles 2:6)

The Son (Matthew 28:20, cf Ephesians 1:23)

The Spirit (Psalm 139:7)

h) ALL-POWERFUL

The Father (Mark 14:36, cf 1 Peter 1:5)

The Son (Hebrews 1:3, cf Matthew 24:30, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 3:21) 

The Spirit (Romans 15:19)

i) UNCHANGEABLE

The Father (Hebrews 6:17, Psalm 33:11)

The Son (Hebrews 13:8)

The Spirit (John 14:16)

j) TRUTH

The Father (John 7:28, John 17:3)

The Son (1 John 5:20, cf John 1:14, 14:6, Revelation 19:11)

The Spirit (1 John 5:6, cf John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION

Listed below are the 34 things God provides for every believer at the point of salvation.

1. In the eternal plan of God. (Sharing the destiny of Christ)

a) Foreknown (Acts 2:23, Romans 8:29, 1 Peter 1:2)

b) Elect (Romans 8:33, Colossians 3:12, 1 Thessalonians 1:4, Titus 1:1

c) Predestined (Romans 8:29, 30, Ephesians 1:5, 11)

d) Chosen (Matthew 22:14, 1 Peter 2:4)

e) Called (1 Thessalonians 5:24)

2. Reconciled

a) By God (2 Corinthians 5:18, 19, Colossians 1:20)

b) To God. (Romans 5:10, 2 Corinthians 5:20, Ephesians 2:14-17)

3. Redeemed (Romans 3:24, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18)

4. Condemnation removed. (John 3:18, 5:24, Romans 8:1)

5. Under Grace instead of judgment; God is satisfied with the death of His Son. (Romans 3:24-26, 1 John 2:2)

6. All sins judged by the death of Christ. (Romans 4:25, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 2:24)

7. Dead to old life - alive to God.

a) Crucified with Christ. (Romans 6:6, Galatians 2:20)

b) Dead with Christ. (Romans 6:8, Colossians 3:3, 1 Peter 2:24)

c) Buried with him. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 2:12)

d) Raised with Christ. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 3:1)

8. Free from the law.

a) Dead. (Romans 7:4)

b) Delivered. (Romans 6:14, 7:6, 2 Corinthians 3:11, Galatians 3:25)

9. Regenerated. (John 13:10, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:5)

a) Born again. (John 3:7, 1 Peter 1:23)

b) Children of God. (Galatians 3:26)

c) Sons of God. (John 1:12, 2 Corinthians 6:18, 1 John 3:2)

d) A new creation. (2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15, Ephesians 2:10)

10. Adopted. (Romans 8:15, 8:23 (future) Ephesians 1:5)

11. Acceptable to God. (Ephesians 1:6, 1 Peter 2:5)

a) Made righteous (Romans 3:22, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9)

b) Sanctified positionally. (1 Corinthians 1:30, 6:11)

c) Perfected forever. (Hebrews 10:14)

d) Made meet (qualified) (Colossians 1:12)

12. Justified (declared righteous). (Romans 3:24, 5:1, 5:9, 8:30, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:7)

13. Forgiven all trespasses. (Ephesians 1:7, 4:32, Colossians 1:14, 2:13, 3:13)

14. Made nigh. (Heavenly citizenship based on reconciliation) (Luke 10:20, Ephesians 2:13, 19)

15. Delivered from the kingdom of Satan. (Colossians 1:13, 2:15)

16. Transferred into God's kingdom. (Colossians 1:13)

17. On a secure foundation. (1 Corinthians 3:11, 10:4, Ephesians 2:20)

18. A gift from God the Father to Christ. (John 10:29, 17:2, 6, 9, 11, 12, 24)

19. Delivered from the power of the sin nature. (Romans 2:29, Colossians 2:11)

20. Appointed priests unto God.

a) Holy priesthood. (1 Peter 2:5)

b) Royal priesthood. (1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:6)

21. Under the care of God as a chosen generation and a peculiar people. (Titus 2:14, 1 Peter 2:9)

22. Given access to God. (Romans 5:2, Ephesians 2:18, Hebrews 4:14, 16, 10:19, 20)

23. Within the "much more" care of God. (Romans 5:9, 10)

a) Objects of His love. (Ephesians 2:4, 5:2)

b) Objects of His grace.

i) For salvation. (Ephesians 2:8, 9)

ii) For keeping. (1 Peter 1:5)

iii) For service (John 17:18)

iv) For instruction (Titus 2:12)

c) Objects of His power. (Ephesians 1:19, Philippians 2:13)

d) Objects of His faithfulness.(Philippians 1:6, Hebrews 13:5,6)

e) Objects of His peace. (John 14:27)

f) Objects of His consolation. (2 Thessalonians 2:16)

g) Objects of His intercession. (Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:25)

24. God's inheritance (Possession). (Ephesians 1:18)

25. Beneficiaries of an inheritance as heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:17, Ephesians 1:14 Colossians 3:24, Hebrews 9:15, 1 Peter 1:4)

26. A new position. (Ephesians 2:6)

a) Partners with Christ in life. (Colossians 3:4)

b) Partners with Christ in service. (1 Corinthians 1:9)

c) Workers together with God. (1 Corinthians 3:9, 2 Corinthians 6:1)

d) Ministers of the New Testament. (2 Corinthians 3:6)

e) Ambassadors. (2 Corinthians 5:20)

f) Living epistles. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

g) Ministers of God. (2 Corinthians 6:4)

27. Recipients of eternal life. (John 3:15, 10:28, 20:31, 1 John 5:11, 12)

28. Members of the family and household of God. (Galatians 6:10, Ephesians 2:19)

29. Light in the Lord. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 Thessalonians 5:4)

30. United to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

a) In God. (1 Thessalonians 1:1) of "God in you" (Ephesians 4:6)

b) In Christ. (John 14:20 of "Christ in you" Colossians 1:27)

i) A member in His body. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

ii) A branch in the vine. (John 15:5)

iii) A stone in the building. (Ephesians 2:21, 22, 1 Peter 2:5)

iv) A sheep in the flock. (John 10:27-29)

v) A part of His bride. (Ephesians 5:25)

vi) A priest of the kingdom of priests. (1 Peter 2:9)

vii) A saint of the "new species". (2 Corinthians 5:17)

c) In the Spirit. (Romans 8:9) of "the Spirit in you"

31. Recipients of the ministries of the Holy Spirit.

a) Born of the Spirit. (John 3:6)

b) Baptized with the Spirit. (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13)

c) Indwelt by the Spirit. (John 7:39, Romans 5:5, 8:9, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19, Galatians 4:6, 1 John 3:24)

d) Sealed by the Spirit (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 4:30)

e) Given spiritual gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:11, 27-31, 13:1, 2)

32. Glorified. (Romans 8:30)

33. Complete in Him. (Colossians 2:10)

34. Possessors of every spiritual blessing provided in eternity past. (Ephesians 1:3)

JONAH 4:6-11

6  And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. 7  But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered. 8  And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live. 9  And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death. 10  Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night: 11  And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more then sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

6  And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. 7  But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered. 

It is apparent that the booth that Jonah had constructed did not work. Exposed to the desert climate and heat Jonah will be a victim of heat stroke unless something happens. He should move on but is transfixed with waiting to see whether Nineveh is going to be destroyed by God. So here he sits in the sun. 

One night a gourd springs up. God provided a gourd. The gourd is the Palma Christi or the Ricinus plant of the Middle East. It grows up to three metres [ten feet] high and gives good shade. Jonah is exceedingly glad of the gourd. This is the first time in the book that Jonah is said to be happy about anything. He really loves the gourd. 

This however was merely a selfish happiness over his own comfort. Jonah was angry and full of self pity because the Lord will not destroy a million people but is personally happy because he has some shade.

God now provided a worm to get Jonah’s eyes off his own comfortable situation. The worm which is insignificant will destroy the gourd and the shade that Jonah is so happy with. The huge plant is destroyed by a small worm. It is fatally affected and withers and dies. 

8  And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live. 9  And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death. 10  Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night: 11  And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more then sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?

The destruction of the gourd again puts Jonah under pressure again. He is no longer happy. To add to his affliction God provides a strong east wind bringing with it the roasting temperature from the desert. The sun beat down on Jonah’s unprotected head and he was subject to heat exhaustion which precedes heat stroke. He again reverts to self pity and a desire to die. With the possible exception of Elijah under the juniper tree we have no example of a man feeling sorrier for himself.
In verse 9 God asked Jonah “Do you have a right to be angry because of the gourd”? to which Jonah said that he has every right to be angry unto death about it. He is defying God now . He is hardening his heart against the Lord. He does not have God’s viewpoint or sense of priorities.

Jonah grieved over the gourd but God grieved far more over the population of Nineveh for whom the Lord Jesus Christ will die on the Cross. God says Jonah concentrated on the gourd which gave him temporary comfort. It grew overnight and was destroyed the following night. Thus the gourd represents temporal comfort. Jonah had been provided with this shade by the grace of God. All our blessings are by His grace

God however points out that by far the more important on the scale of values is the population of Nineveh which if they are converted has eternal implications. The book ends with the fact that there are 120,000 children who have not reached the age of accountability. They are said not to be able to discern between their right and left hands.
APPLICATION 

Do we spend all of our time being satisfied with our own comforts and neglecting or rejecting the needs of thousands who are perishing because they have not received the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour? Are we so preoccupied with the details of life that we have lost the global perspective of grace.
We need to realize that the grace of God is not just a personal monopoly but something which is offered to all of the human race as God is not willing to perish. Certain members of the human race may be not to your own personal liking either by race or background but we need to remember that the Lord Jesus Christ died for all so that all have the potential to be saved.

It is very important that we have our priorities right. In order to do this we must think Biblically and glean from the Scriptures what the Lord thinks about circumstances. We know that the Word of God is the mind of Christ 1 Corinthians 2:16 
DOCTRINES

GOD:  FAITHFULNESS OF GOD

1. God's faithfulness is based on his unchangeability - Hebrews 13:8

2. God's faithfulness is renewed "every day" - Lamentations 3:21-24

3. His promises are sure. - Hebrews 10:23

4. The faithfulness of Christ continues even when we are unfaithful. - 2 Timothy 2:13

5. Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest - Hebrews 2:17

6. God is faithful to forgive sins - 1 John 1:9

7. God is faithful to keep us saved - 2 Timothy 2:13

8. God is faithful to deliver us through temptation - 1 Corinthians 10:13

9. God is faithful to keep His promises to us - Hebrews 10:23

10. God is faithful to us in suffering - 1 Peter 4:19

11. God is faithful in fulfilling His plan for us - I Thessalonians 5:24

12. God is faithful to strengthen us - 2 Thessalonians 3:3

13. God is the faithful partner of our union with Christ - 1 Corinthians 1:9

14. Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest - Hebrews 2:17

15. Jesus Christ is synonymous with faithfulness - Revelation 19:11

CHRIST:  SACRIFICE OF CHRIST 

The sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross had many affects. It was

1. Penal 


Galatians  3:13 2 Corinthians  5:21

2. Substitutional 

Leviticus 1:4 Isaiah 53:5-6 2 Corinthians 5:21 1 Peter 2:24

3. Voluntary 

Genesis 22:9 John 10:18

4. Redemptive 

Galatians 3:13 Ephesians 1:7 1 Corinthians 6:20

5. Propitiatory 

Romans 3:25 1 John 2:2

6. Reconciling 

2 Corinthians 5:18,19 Colossians 1:21,22

7. Efficacious 

John 12:3 20-23 Romans 5:9,10 2 Corinthians 5:21 Ephesians 2:13 Hebrews 9:12

8. Revelatory 

John 3:16 1 John 4:9,10

SALVATION - ATONEMENT:  UNLIMITED ATONEMENT

1. Definition:

a) The totally effective work of Christ on the cross to pay the penalty of sin on behalf of mankind.

b) Atonement as a noun means reconciliation after enmity and includes reparation made for wrong or injury.

c) The verb has several related meanings such as to be at one, to be in accordance, to make reparation or amends, to make up for errors or deficiencies, to reconcile.

d) In the Old Testament, the true meaning of atonement is related to the Hebrew verb "to pass over, to cover" - it is also the word for 'pitch' used to seal Noah's Ark.

2. In Old Testament times, animal sacrifices were used to cover sin.

a) God forgave and restored where sin was covered by the blood of animal sacrifices.

b) However, the true basis for atonement was not found in these animal sacrifices.  This is why the sacrifices needed to be repeated time and time again.

c) Animal sacrifices were used as a cover for sin until the true sacrifice, Jesus Christ, could be offered on the cross.

d) Atonement in the Old Testament refers to the use of animal sacrifices to picture the saving work of Christ.

e) The two concepts of atonement (Old and New Testament) are brought together in Romans 3:23-26)

3. Atonement is unlimited

a) When Jesus Christ was judged on the cross for sins he paid for the sins of the entire human race, not just the elect. (Romans 5:6, 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, 1 Timothy 2:6, 4:10, 2 Peter 2:1, 1 John 2:2)

b) "Limited Atonement", the concept that Christ died for believers only is incorrect.

4. Unlimited Atonement eliminates sin in the unbelievers' indictment at the Last Judgment.

a) When Christ died on the cross, He was judged for all sins of the human race.

b) Therefore the issue in salvation is not sin, but faith in Christ.  People choose either to accept the work of Christ (John 3:18,36), or their own "good" works to gain the approval of God.

c) Therefore, human good will be the basis of the unbelievers' indictment at the Last Judgment. (Revelation 20:12)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE

1. Our duty is to surrender our entire lives to God. (Romans 12:1)

2. Willingness is essential. (Judges 5:2, 8:25, Isaiah 1:19, 2 Corinthians 8:3)

3. Service in the big things requires by faithfulness in the small things.

4. Monotony and difficulties are transformed into the opportunities with the correct attitude  (Matthew 6:33)

5. Everything we do should be "as unto the Lord" (Colossians 3:17)

6. Service to Christ is acceptable to God and approved of men (Romans 14:18)

7. Our work should be completed. (John 4:34, 17:4, Acts 20:24, 2 Timothy 4:7)

8. The example of Christ. (Matthew 20:28, Luke 22:27, Philippians 2:7)

9. Qualities of our service:-

a) It is demanded. (Hebrews 12:28)

b) It should be immediate. (Matthew 21:28)

c) It is abundant. (1 Corinthians 15:58)

d) It is according to ability. (Matthew 25:22, Luke 12:48)

e) It is in co-operation with God. (2 Corinthians 6:1)

f) Must be exclusive (Luke 16:13)

g) In the power of the spirit (Romans 1:9)

h) Undertaken in Godly fear (Hebrews 12:28)

i) Motivated by love (Galatians 5:13)

10. It is :-

a) Following Christ (John 12:26)

b) For him whom all Christians serve (Colossians 3;24)

c) Service to God (Acts 27:23).

11. It requires:-

a) Turning from idols (1 Thessalonians 1:9)

b) Fasting and prayer (Luke 2:37)

c) Ministry of the Word (Acts 6:1-4).

12. Benefits of Service:-

a) It glorifies God. (Matthew 5:16, John 15:8)

b) It enriches life. (1 Timothy 6:18-19)

c) It gives a pattern for imitation. (Titus 2:7)

d) It encourages others in their tasks. (Hebrews 10:24)

e) It shows neighbourliness. (Luke 10:36-37)

f) It lightens life's burdens. (Galatians 6:2,16)

g) It demonstrates love. (John 21:15-17)

h) It demonstrates faith. (James 2:17-18, 1 Peter 2:12)

i) It is Christlike. (John 13:12-15)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE – MODEL SERVANT

1. The unnamed servant in (Genesis 24) is the picture of the model servant as well as a type of the work of the Holy Spirit.

2. The model servant does not pre-empt his master (v2-9).  We should wait upon the Lord and not run ahead of time.

3. The model servant goes where he is sent (v4,10).  We should be in the geographical will of God.

4. The model servant does nothing else. God has specific tasks for every believer to perform. We should concentrate on our own area and not get sidetracked.

5. The model servant is prayerful and thankful. We should always realise where our power comes from and not get proud when we have spiritual blessings and prosperity.

6. The model servant is keen to succeed (v 17-18, 21). We should be keen to evangelise (Romans 1:14-16).

7. The model servant speaks not of himself but of his master. Who and what we are is not important, who and what Christ is of the greatest importance (v 22, 34-36).

8. The model servant presents the true issue and requires a clear decision. [v49]  We should present the gospel and other doctrine clearly and expect results.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUBMISSION

1. This means to humble oneself in willing service to another, with the connotation that it is for your good.  Genesis 16:9,  1 Peter 5:6,  Hebrews 13:17.

2. We must fully surrender ourselves to God. James 4:7, Romans 12:1-2  As the Lord made himself obedient unto death so must we. Philippians 2:18.

3. We are, in Christ to submit ourselves each to the other within the church.  This involves putting the spiritual needs of others ahead of any personal interests. Ephesians 5:21.

4. Within the church believers are to submit to the teaching authority of the pastor as he preaches from the Word. Hebrews 13:17, 1 Corinthians 16:6,  1 Peter 5:5.

5. A wife is to submit herself to her own husband within their marriage.  This involves  respect for him as her spiritual leader and protector. Ephesians 5:22, Colossians 3:18, Titus 2:4 -5. 

6. Children also are to submit in love to their parents' authority under God. Colossians 3:20.

7. All believers are to be in submission to the laws of their land, unless those laws violate the clear command of God.  Romans 13:1 , 2, Matthew 22:21, 1 Peter 2:13-17, exception example, Acts 4:15-20,  5:40-42.

8. Workers are to be under authority of their employers and their managers.  Colossians 3:22-25, Ephesians 6:5-8, Titus 2:9, 10,  1 Peter 2:18-24.

9. Those in authority have a special responsibility to treat those under them with care and respect.  Colossians 4:1

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  THINKING BIBLICALLY

1. We must think with Holy Spirit filled discernment.  Refer SPIRITUALITY.

2. Our discernment is determined by the amount of God’s Word we have read, understood and applied into our lives. Colossians 1:9-11.  Refer EBCWA CD or website for detailed study Colossians 1.

3. Our human IQ is of no significance in thinking biblically, for the Holy Spirit will teach us as we seek to learn and are obedient to what we learn. 1 Corinthians 1:19- 2:16. Refer EBCWA CD or website for detailed study of 1 Corinthians 1.

4. To think biblically we must apply what we know. James 1:21-25. Refer EBCWA CD or website for detailed study of James 1. There is no such thing as knowledge that remains unapplied, for such “knowledge” is simply self deception.
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