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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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INTRODUCTION

Zechariah’s was born a priest and became a prophet. He was a contemporary of Haggai, who had a very short recorded ministry from August to December 520 BC, and with him encouraged the Jews to recommence building the Temple. In the Bible there are 28 men who have the name Zechariah. The author of this book is therefore not identifiable. His name means God remembers and the theme of the book is that God has not forgotten His people. It is a book that Jewish Christians love, and gentile believers also need to fall in love with this little book as it speaks of times yet to come.  God has still not forgotten his people Israel and they will be picked up again in the Tribulation Period.
Zechariah has returned with the Exiles, and in these visions he sees what God is going to do for them in the future. It is a source of encouragement in time of pressure. In this book the Jewish people have been able to look down the corridors of time and see how their future history is going to work out. We can all see where we are going with God through application of His Word. It does not matter what pressure we are under at the moment, we can look into eternity and see how it is all going to work out. We do not know where the world economy is going to be next year, but we know where we are going to be in eternity. Jesus often quoted Zechariah to his disciples. 

THE BOOK OF ZECHARIAH FOCUSES ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, and HIS THEN FUTURE ROLE TO DELIVER HIS PEOPLE ISRAEL. 
1. The rider of the red horse – Zechariah 1
2. The wall of fire  - Zechariah 2 
3. The Branch  - Zechariah 3

4. The Lord of the whole earth – Zechariah 4

5. The Branch and the Two crowns – Zechariah 6

6. The King of Palm Sunday – Zechariah 9

7. The betrayed shepherd – Zechariah 11.

8. The one who is pierced – Zechariah 12

9. The smitten one – Zechariah 13

10. The returning one  - Zechariah 14
THE FUTURE OF THE JEWS

The world is going to exist even through the events of the Tribulation, even though half of the world's population at that time will be killed. The Millennium will still be established and the Lord will restore creation at the start of it. Zechariah has always confirmed to the Jews that they have a future for their nation. A Jewish Christian can read this book and thank God that the Lord has not finished with Israel.

Saul of Tarsus could write Romans Chapters 10 and 11 in which he is able to thank the Lord that he is not finished with Israel. Many Gentile Christians believe that they have replaced Israel. Zechariah clearly shows that while the gospel message, and the Lord in particular, is a rock of offence to those people, there is a future for Israel. There are many as yet unfulfilled prophecies to Israel even though at this time they are a highly atheistic nation as a whole.  The logic of prophetic truth states blintly, if all 100+ prophecies relating to the First Advent were fulfilled literally then, we should expect all the prophetic words relating to the Second Advent to be fulfilled also literally.
There are many prophecies in Zechariah involving the Lord Jesus Christ. It is second only to Isaiah in that regard. There are many prophecies but there are ten pictures or "types" of Messiah here. He is a servant, a branch, the lowly king, a cleansing fountain, humanity, deity, a crowned king, amongst others are described in this book.

Haggai prophesied for two months whilst Zechariah prophesied for two years although chapters 9-14 could have been later. All the dates given by Zechariah are identifiable. It is between 520 and 518 BC. The message and content from chapter 9 contains very accurate prophecies about the Greek invasion, and the textual critics attack it because of this. This section could have been written after the temple was completed, but is prophecy not history (it wasn't written in 300BC!).

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND THE WRITING OF THE BOOK

Three dates are given for different sections of the book of Zechariah. The book opens with a date of October 520 BC. In Zechariah 7:1 we have the date of 4th December 518 BC. In Zechariah 9:13 the rest of the prophetic section is dated as 480 BC. 480 BC was a period of great unrest in the world as the Persians were attacking the Greeks.
After the Babylonian Captivity, which commenced in 606/586 BC, about 50,000 Jews returned to the land in 535BC and started to rebuild the temple [Ezra 3:11-13]. After the placing of the foundations and some superstructure, work was suspended because of opposition from the Samaritans [Ezra 4], and was not recommenced until 520 BC. It was eventually completed in 516 BC [Ezra 6:15], some 70 years after the destruction of Solomon’s Temple.

The Persian king who was the contemporary of Zechariah was Darius I [522-486 BC]. At this stage the Persian Empire, which had been started by Cyrus who was noted in the Scriptures as God’s shepherd, was highly civilised and pro Semitic. Over the next 200 years they declined so that by the time Alexander the Great arrived they were decadent.

The return of the Jewish Exiles to the Land was under two leaders, Zerubbabel who was descended from David, and Joshua the High Priest.  These men are waved off on their journey by Daniel the prophet, and the people have been spiritually revived in captivity by the work of Jeremiah’s written words and Ezekiel’s prophetic and written ministry.
OVERLAPPING PERIODS OF JUDGMENTS AND THE JEWS

1. 
There are three overlapping periods of judgements in relation to the Jews in the period between 606 BC and 516 BC.
2. 
In studying historical books such as Daniel and Zechariah it is important to distinguish between the judgments of Servitude, Captivity, and Desolations.
3. 
Servitude – because of national sin Judah was brought under servitude to Babylon for 70 years in the third year of Jehoiakim in 606/605 BC. On this occasion Nebuchadnezzar left the city and people undisturbed taking only a few prisoners such as Daniel and his three companions. 

4. 
Captivity – however the people of Judah did not respond to this so in 598/597 BC Nebuchadnezzar was back and deported the mass of the inhabitants to Chaldea.  This was the group in which Ezekiel was a member.
5. 
Desolations – Nebuchadnezzar returned a third time in 589-586 BC and besieged Jerusalem eventually destroying the temple and city and the rest of the inhabitants were removed to Babylon. 

6. 
Both Servitude and Captivity were ended with the decree of Cyrus in 536 BC, permitting the exiles to return but according to Daniel 9:2 it was the seventy years of the Desolations that were the basis of the prophecy of the Seventy weeks.   Jeremiah 25:11-15, 29:8-114.
7. 
The time of the Desolations commenced with the besieging of the city of Jerusalem by the Babylonians which was the 10th day of the 10th month of the 9th year of Zedekiah and terminated on the 24th day of the 9th month of the 2nd year of Darius; a period of exactly 70 Jewish years.
8. 
It is also of interest that multiples of 70 years particularly 7 times 70 are repeated in relation to God’s relationship with Israel.
[1] 
The most commonly known is the 70 weeks of years of Daniel 9:24-27.
[2] 
There were 490 years between the dedication of Solomon’s Temple and that of the Second Temple in 520 BC.
[3] 
There was also a 490 year period between the entrance into Canaan and the foundation of the kingdom under King Saul.
REFLECTION

The required period by God of 70 years of desolation shows how the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem could be held up for some years after the giving of the edict by Cyrus for the return of the Jews to the Land.

This shows the relationship between God’s dispersion of the Jews and their restoration. It is the existence of a Temple in Jerusalem. There were Jews back in the Land as a national group in 535 BC but no Temple. The Desolations ended in 516 BC. Currently we have had Jews back in the land as a national group since 1948 but no Temple as yet exists. It would appear that the completion of the third Temple will represent the end of the dispersion of the Jews from 70 AD.
MESSAGES OF ZECHARIAH

Zechariah 6:9.   "Turn ye to me", is the message. Who is the "me"? - This tells us that it is the branch, the Lord Jesus Christ. We have messages, visions and burdens. It comes down to the simple point of, one Saviour, one hope for the nation. The one is the one who they have pierced. Zechariah 12:10ff.
Zechariah 1:8-21 shows we need to learn the symbols. This was written by a Jew for Jews, with Jewish symbolism that the Jews understood and still do. The imagery is accessible, so do not think it cannot be understood. This is a comfort if you know what he is talking about but confusion if you cannot understand it. When you go through the Hebrew you will find that the KJV records the word order accurately in most places but this does not make for good or simple English.

Zechariah 3:1-2 is quoted in the New Testament and had a great more effect on the church than any other in the ancient world. When you get to the heart of Zechariah you get to the heart of Paul. There are a number of very good and powerful quotations.  

Zechariah 4:7-10 shows the vocabulary is apocalyptic. It is symbolic. You cannot just sit down with your KJV and read it and understand it. This requires study as to what these things meant in Zechariah’s day, but there are wonderful things here. The people were discouraged and ready to halt. They had started building but they had stopped again. Haggai had come and told them to get moving again. Then Zechariah says that God has shown him that Zerrubabel will place the cap stone on; in other words, that they will succeed.

ATTITUDE

If you see yourself in terms of eternity, you will live in time as you should. If you can see where you are going it will affect your life here. No Christian can sin without thinking about the Cross, and that Christ died for them. The significance of the precious blood of Christ must be at the front of our minds always.  1 Corinthians 6:20, 7:23, 1 Peter 1:18-19.

Where you are going to be in the future must be in the front of the mind now. If you are truly heavenly minded you will want to do everything that you can to glorify His name and honour Him.  The end goal should determine every decision.
Zechariah says that he has been shown by the Lord what will happen. The principle of chapter 4 is, "who will despise the day of small things"?  These two prophets only served for two years, yet they change the world!  Its not time of service, nor the numbers of “converts”, but that you were obedient to the Lord and played your part 100%.
To the outside world, a small room with people in it studying the Bible, your Bible school, is nothing, it is a small thing, but if we are obedient in our study, the "small thing" can change the world. In verse 10 the old timers were saying that they had seen Solomon's Temple and the Second Temple was nothing compared with the first. Do not be discouraged, the message is, because Messiah will in fact visit this little house and he never came to the big one.  Herod beautified it but it was the same house Jesus came to.

The Jewish people despised the small gathering at the last supper but look what eventuated from that despised group. You may be in a very small ministry. Relax and enjoy it. Let the Lord lift up and magnify the ministry. If it is His ministry he will honour it and you will be lifted up with it and blessed. Make sure it is His ministry and not yours.

In chapter 5 we have the vision of the flying scroll, which is flying through the air. It is 10 metres long. This is a vision of the Word of God, not a flying cigar, or UFO, and it is of significant meaning. Explore it yourselves as we study it below.

Chapter 7 gives 8 fasts. Turn to and read, Zechariah 7:1- 10. It is important to see the whole meaning behind it and the Lord criticising them because of what they were doing. The Lord was not impressed by their fake fasting. God was looking at the soul and the spirit and the heart. He is interested in what you are thinking and not on what is passing your lips. Many Christians are strong on fasting and praying, and that is good, but it must be with the right heart. The rumbling of empty stomachs is not necessarily good for concentrating on prayer. There is a time to fast and there is a time to eat, but all the time we must pray.

It is not ritual but reality that the Lord wants. Do not think that fasting is going to make points with God. It will not, it is a change of heart that will, as shown in Romans 12:1-2. 

Then your prayers will count. These people have been fasting for two months a year for seventy years but the Lord says that they are all phoneys. “Whatever you do, do unto the Lord”.  Colossians 3:20-24.  What is going to get you right before the Lord is confession of your sins.  1 John 1:9.    

The so called “signs and wonders” groups today sometimes use fasting, but there is nothing spiritual about the results. If you get people going without food enough, and have them standing for long you will get them hallucinating. If you want to have a mystic experience go without food for 72 hours, then stand and sing for two hours.  A lot of the mystic experiences of the monks were of this sort, and anyone can have them. This is not spirituality, it is just biology; and pagans do this. Remember the principle, that anything the unbeliever can do is not the Christian way of life!  Fasting is bona fide but this is hypocrisy.  If you fast, do so as unto the Lord, but don’t enter into phoney spirituality.

Many people have listened to Zechariah and shivered, but that is not enough to save them. James 2:19.   His message is very clear, "Victory to the Lord, victory is certain". The Lord is going to redeem His people, and there is no doubt to this. God is going to finish history His way no matter what man might think. God is in control and He is going to work His purposes out. It is sure and certain. It will be totally and utterly successful in the midst of great disaster.

Once you have the key to Zechariah you have the key to the books of Daniel and the Revelation. The meanings are parallel but not identical and in the differences and similarities is the key to understanding end times.

DOCTRINES
ZECHARIAH – VISIONARY 

1. SCRIPTURE - Nehemiah, Ezra, Zechariah.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Zechariah, whose name means "He who Jehovah remembers", was the son of Berechiah and grandson of Iddo (Zechariah 1:1). He was born in Babylon of the tribe of Levi. He was, therefore, both priest and prophet (Nehemiah 12:1,4,7,10,12,16). Ezra called him the son of Iddo, probably because his father Berechiah died early. He would, therefore, have grown up to head his grandfather's family. He was contemporary with Haggai the prophet, Zerubbabel the governor, and Joshua the high priest (Ezra 5:1,2; Zechariah 3:1; 4:6; 6:11). His first prophecy was given in the second year of Darius in 520 BC (Ezra 4:24; 5:1; Zechariah 1:1). Zechariah's prophecy is the eleventh of the so-called twelve minor prophets. He functioned for about two years as a prophet. The prophecies originated in Jerusalem and Judea. Zechariah concentrated in the earlier chapters with the Temple, the priesthood and government of Israel. He was concerned with establishing spiritual priorities for the Jews.

3. EVALUATION

Zechariah received promises for the future of Israel in a series of visions:

a) The red horses, which showed that the world was at peace (Zechariah 1:7-17).

b) The four horns, the four nations who had scattered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem (Zechariah 1:18,19; Daniel 7:24; Revelation 17:12).

c) The four carpenters or carvers (charad, Heb.), who destroy the four horns, the four world empires (Zechariah 1:20,21). These may refer to the four judgments of Revelation 6:1-8.

d) The man with the measuring line, which indicated a great future for Israel (Zechariah 2:1-13). This has still to be fulfilled, as it requires the Lord to appear in glory in Jerusalem (Matthew 24:29,30), the restoration of Israel (verse 6), the judgment of Jehovah upon the nations (verse 8) after the glory (Matthew 25:31,32), the full blessing of the earth in the kingdom (verses 10-13).

e) Joshua the high priest is cleansed with new garments, showing a new spiritual start for Israel (Zechariah 3:1-7).

f) Jehovah the Branch is now portrayed as the promise of the Messiah (Zechariah 3:8-10).

g) The seven branch lampstand with two olive trees shows Zerubbabel and Joshua as spiritual leaders of Israel (Zechariah 4:1-14).

h) The flying roll of judgment portrays punishment of God upon all evil doers (Zechariah 5:1-4).

i) The woman and the ephah removed to Babylon shows the banishment of spiritual apostasy from Jerusalem. Again probably this vision is a millennial prophecy (Zechariah 5:5-1 1).

j) The four horse drawn chariots portray the world under the peaceful rule of God (Zechariah 6:1-8).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) At times of national depression the Lord can provide messengers of encouragement (Judges 2:16).

b) There is a great future for Israel (Joel 3:18-20).

c) God will judge those guilty of anti-Semitism (Genesis 12:3).

d) Jesus Christ will return personally to reign (Revelation 20:4).

e) God is in total control of our future (Matthew 6:31,32).

f) Evil doers will eventually be judged by God (Psalm 37:9).

g) Spiritual leaders prosper a nation (Judges 2:7-14).

h) Apostasy will be removed in the millennium (Revelation 20:7-9).

CYRUS – THE PERSIAN SHEPHERD

1. SCRIPTURE   Ezra 1:1 - 6:14.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Cyrus II The Great was the son of Cambyses I, King of Anshan, and Mandane, a daughter of the King of Media. On the death of Cambyses in 559 BC he unified the Persians before attacking Media and welding the Medes and the Persians into an empire. He proceeded to defeat Croesus the fabulously rich King of Lydia in 546 BC before commencing an assault on Babylon itself. Cyrus eventually took Babylon, slaying the last King of the Chaldean empire, Belshazzar. On entering Babylon Cyrus proved to be a merciful conqueror allowing enslaved peoples to return to their own lands. This included the Jews, who were encouraged by Cyrus to return to Palestine and rebuild the temple (2 Chronicles 36:22,23; Ezra 1:1-5). He returned the sacred vessels plundered by Nebuchadnezzar from Solomon's temple (Ezra 6:5). About 50,000 Jews returned to Palestine under the leadership of Joshua and Zerubbabel (Ezra 2:64,65). The famous Cyrus Cylinder found by Hormuzd Rassam in the 19th Century confirms Cyrus' noble nature. The foundation stone of the second temple was laid in 536 BC (Ezra 3:8) exactly 70 years after the captivity, the time of desolations. In the autumn of 530 BC Cyrus died in battle. He was buried in Pasargadae where his small tomb is still visible.

3. EVALUATION

a) Cyrus was named by Isaiah in 712 BC (Isaiah 44:28).

b) It was prophesied that he would issue an edict ordering the rebuilding of the temple.

c) The Jews were warned by Jeremiah of a period of 70 years of desolations (Jeremiah 25:11,12).

d) The prophecy states that the Chaldean empire will be destroyed as a result.

e) Daniel recognised the 70 year desolation period in Daniel 9:2 and that the Jews would return to Israel.

f) The foundation stone for the temple was laid by Zerubbabel in 536 BC (Ezra 3:8), being 70 years from the original servitude commencing in 606 BC.

g) Cyrus therefore fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah some 200 years after it was given.

4. PRINCIPLES

a) God is in control of every circumstance in history. He knows our problems (Psalm 93:l; Matthew 6:8).

b) God is aware of what role we will play in His plan but does not coerce our free will (Esther 4:14-16).

c) Cyrus as a gentile had a central position in the history of the Jews. Race or origin are no barrier in the plan of God (Psalm 87:4; Colossians 3:11).

d) There is a common author of scripture, the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16).

e) God will provide a means of release from times of trouble for His chosen ones (1 Corinthians 10:13).

f) Oppression of the Jews brings disaster but a pro-Jewish policy brings national prosperity (Genesis 12:1-3).

g) A great leader should be both strong and merciful  (Proverbs 11:17; Matthew 5:5).

h) We should place God first in our lives (Exodus 20:3).

i) Knowledge and application of the scriptures is a source of comfort in times of adversity (Joshua 1:8).

j) God's timing is perfect (Acts 1:7).

ATTITUDE

1. Definition: Attitude or Mental attitude is the state of mind where the mind is set on a course of action on the basis of the whole function and thinking of the soul.

2. Every believer faces the inner conflict of divine versus human viewpoint. These two attitudes are at war in humanity in human history from the time of the fall. (Isaiah 55:7-9)

3. We are commanded to have divine viewpoint in our souls not the viewpoint of Satan (worldliness). 2 Corinthians 1:7, 10:5.  (via Doctrine in the Soul). 

3. Attitude determines both the life and character of a person - what you think is what you are (Proverbs 23:7)

4. As Christians we are commanded to have our thinking in tune with the mind of Christ. Gods plan for our lives calls for a new attitude in our souls, a new viewpoint, without any human viewpoint or mental attitude sin (1Corinthians 2:16, 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 Romans 12:2, Philippians 2:5, 2 Timothy 1:7)

5. Fellowship within a church is based on believers all being in tune with what the Bible teaches. Philippians 2:2.

6. Knowledge of the Bible (the mind of Christ, 1 Corinthians 2:16) and control by the Holy Spirit renews the mind of the believer, giving divine viewpoint. (Romans 12:2)

7. The right mental attitude produces joy (Philippians 2:2), confidence (2 Corinthians 5:1,6,8), stability (Isaiah 26:3-4, Philippians 4:7, 2 Thessalonians 2:2), true giving (2 Corinthians 9:7), love (1 Corinthians 13:5)

8. Human viewpoint is called worldliness. (Romans 12:2, Colossians 3:2)

9. Evil is what you think as you are following Satan’s policy. Matthew 9:4, Galatians 6:3. Mental attitude sins produce self induced misery. (Proverbs 15:13)

10. Without clear thinking there is conflict in the mind of the believer. Isaiah 55:6-9, James 1:7-8.

11. True stability of Character comes only this way. Philippians 4:7, 2 Thessalonians 2:2.

12. Giving is a mental attitude. 2 Corinthians 9:7. Love is a mental attitude. 1 Corinthians 13: Deuteronomy 6:5,10:12.

13. Worldliness is a mental attitude: It is all non-grace thinking i.e. Anti Gods Plan, Colossians 3:2.

14. Confidence in service and living generally flows from having "Divine Viewpoint" which has other advantages such as 

a) Stability in life - James 1:8

b)  Prosperity of soul  - Philippians 4:7

c) Giving to the Lord - 2 Corinthians 9:7

d) Spiritual rather than  worldly - Romans 12:2, Colossians 3:2

e) Purity rather than evil - Matthew 9:4

f) No arrogance - Galatians 6:1-5.

g) Inner beauty - 1 Timothy 2:9,10,15.

CHAPTER 1

ZECHARIAH 1:1-6

1  In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, 2  The LORD hath been sore displeased with your fathers. 3  Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. 4  Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets have cried, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the LORD. 5  Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live for ever? 6  But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not take hold of your fathers? and they returned and said, Like as the LORD of hosts thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and according to our doings, so hath he dealt with us.

KEY WORDS

	Eighth
	Shemiyniy
	Eight

	Month
	Chodesh
	Month

	Second
	Shenayim
	Second

	Year
	Shaneh
	A revolution of time, Year

	Came
	Hayah
	Come, Come to pass

	Word
	Dabar
	Spoken of thing, Word

	Lord
	Yehovah
	Jehovah, Lord, God

	Son
	Ben
	Son

	Prophet
	Nabiy
	Inspired man, Prophet

	Saying
	Amar
	Say

	Been sore displeased
	Qatsaph Qetseph
	Very angry

	Fathers
	Ab
	Father, Forefather

	Say
	Amar
	Say, Answer

	Hosts
	Tsaba
	Crowd of people

	Turn
	Shub
	Turn

	Be
	Hayah
	Be 

	Former
	Rishon
	Before, Ancestor

	Cried
	Qara
	Call out, Cry out

	Now
	Na
	Now

	Evil
	Ra
	Evil

	Ways
	Derek
	Custom, Way of life

	Doings
	Maalal
	Works

	Hear
	Shama
	Hear and understand

	Hearken
	Qashab
	Give heed

	Are
	-
	Not in the original

	Live
	Chayah 
	Live

	For ever
	Olam
	Eternity, For ever

	Statutes
	Choq
	Commandments

	Commanded
	Tsavah
	Command

	Servants
	Ebed
	Servant, Bondman

	Did they not
	No
	No, Not

	Take hold
	Nasag
	Take hold of

	Returned
	Shub
	Turn, Return, Repent

	Like as
	Asher
	That

	Thought
	Zaman
	Think, Consider

	Do
	Asah
	Do, Make

	According to our ways
	Derek
	Custom, Way of life, According to ways

	So
	Ken
	Rightly, Justly, So 

	Hath dealt
	Asah
	Do, Make

	With
	Eth
	Close [ethnic], with 


BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying,
The date of this prophecy is in our solar calendar in October 520 BC. The first word of the Lord was addressed to the prophet Zechariah in the eighth month of the second year of the reign of Darius, and therefore about two months after Haggai's first prophecy and the re-commencement of the rebuilding of the temple, which that prophecy was intended to promote and after Haggai's prophecy of the great glory which the new temple would receive (Haggai 2:1-9). 

The lineage of Zechariah is seen here. In the verse it could initialy be understood that Iddo was the prophet, but it is Zechariah who is both prophet and priest, as Iddo is from the priestly line but not a prophet as far as we know.  The prophet is going to be “saying” the things God wants said.  He will be judged on the basis of his accuracy to the revealed Word of the Lord.  All prophets must be assessed and judged on what they say.  Deuteronomy 13:1-11, 18:9-22.
2  The LORD hath been sore displeased with your fathers. 3  Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. 4  Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets have cried, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the LORD. 
The word translated “sore displeased” literally is “angry with a great anger”. God has been very angry with the previous generation which went into captivity because of their spiritual adultery. The nation had experienced the severe anger of God at the destruction of the kingdom of Judah, and of Jerusalem and the temple, and also in their hard exile.
“Turn ye” means to turn or repent in attitude and behaviours. God is pleading with them to repent or turn to God and he will turn to them. God is seen here to have a plan for the Jews even though they have been under maximum discipline for constantly turning away from Him. 

He commands them not to be like their ancestors to whom former prophets had ministered but they had not responded to the prophet’s call.  2 Chronicles 36:13-16.
It is of interest that the “earlier prophets” are those before the captivity pointing to the fact that there was a gap between Zechariah and his predecessors, namely the period of the exile, so that Daniel and Ezekiel, who lived in exile and are overlooked. This is because Daniel’s main ministry is not addressed to the common people while the greater part of Ezekiel’s ministry fell in the very commencement of the exile, and although revival occurred it needed to occur again now that the people had arrived back in Judah.  Each generation needs to experience renewal or they will go cold or apostacize.   Revelaiton 3:15-22.
God calls to the generation he is addressing through Zechariah to turn from their evil ways and deeds and to listen to Him. The previous generation’s attitude could be represented by the following example, for they had bene faithful – but to pagan exampels not godly ones. “The statutes of Omri were diligently kept, and all the works of the house of Ahab were followed, and ye walked in their counsels that I should make thee a desolation”.  Micah 6:16a. “They turned back and were treacherous like their forefathers; they turned themselves like a deceitful bow”. Psalm 78:57.   This is God’s summary of the history of Israel and Judah. 

To some extent they had now returned to God, and in grace they had now returned to their land; and now after delay for some time, they have resumed the rebuilding of the temple.

God had said, “I am with you”. Haggai 1:13.  But there needed yet a more inward, more complete turning to the Lord. God promises if that occurs an even closer presence. This is reflected by James 4:8. “Draw nigh to God and He will draw nigh to you”.   The writer to the Hebrews also catch this.  Hebrews 4:1-4.
The life of the prophet Hosea is also seen as an example of God’s relation with Israel where even though Gomer his wife was unfaithful Hosea still loved her and eventually bought her back from the slave market and restored her. 
5  Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live for ever? 6  But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not take hold of your fathers? and they returned and said, Like as the LORD of hosts thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and according to our doings, so hath he dealt with us.

In verse 5 God asks, do the prophets live forever? The answer is actually “yes”, they do live forever as they have been born again, and will spend eternity ith the Lord whom they serve.  The next question has a sting in its tail, “Where are your fathers?”  If they have believed in the provision of God they are also living forever.  Both are on the basis of grace. 
However many of their the fathers did not believe and await final judgment in hell, and others accepted the Lord but failed to get and apply any knowledge of doctrine. This does not means that they are excluded from heaven it just means that they had wasted their lives as believers on the earth.  Will this generation follow them in wasting time?
In verse 6 we see that God keeps His Word;  He had promised blessing and cursing and both occurred.  The word ”but” in the Hebrew should be translated “nevertheless”. Words are general Scripture, while statutes are categories of Scripture.  Did they not take hold of or overtake your fathers?  They had been warned about dispersion through the Lord’s servants and prophets and it overtook them through their disobedience. God says, “I kept my word and it happened”.  The challenge is for them to experience God’s blessing, for God will keep his Word on those promises, just as the Lord’s Word regarding consequences for disobedience were kept!
They were warned through Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and others. 
The word “returned” means to turn, return, or repent. God has dealt with them for a godly purpose, and the challenge they now face is to embrace that purpose. These people are a generation past slavery and God says to them, “do not walk back into it”.  The principles of cursing and blessing apply until time ends.  Deuteronomy 29:29 – 30:20.   Will they “choose life” or choose death as so many of their fathers did?
APPLICATION

We need to ensure that we confess our sins to God so that the fellowship we can enjoy with Him can be restored. God will not coerce man’s free will.  We must respond to the Holy Spirit’s conviction or we will not be useful to God.
Even if we have failed on a number of occasions, or find ourselves at this time in a state of failure as we are still alive this promise of God that if we will repent and return to Him he will turn to us still remains.  Psalm 103:8-16.
Those who have turned to God need ever to turn more into the centre of the narrow way. As the soul opens itself more to God, God, whose fellowship with us is hindered by our closing the door of our hearts against Him, enters more into it. “If a man loves Me, he will keep My words, and My Father will love him, and We will come unto him, and make Our abode with him”. John 14:23.
Failure to study the Word of God and apply it as a believer is the spiritual equivalent of starving yourself to death.

God wishes us to have great blessing in this life. He will continue to warn us of forthcoming disaster and what he predicts will come to pass. We need to heed the Word of God.  Hebrews 3:17 – 4:4, 12-16.
God keeps His Word even though man may not.  2 Timothy 2:12-13.
DOCTRINES

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - FREEWILL

1. Definition :- Volition or free will is the responsibility before God to choose different ends and means in life.

2. The above definition does not say that one has the power to do what you choose but it does give the opportunity to choose.

3. God gave Adam a choice in the garden in (Genesis 2:16,17) where God told the man "thou shalt not eat" in the imperative mood which is a command.

4. Free will gives you the opportunity to want to accomplish things in conformity with God's will without having the natural ability to do so. (1 Kings 3:5-10) Solomon in this case wanted to judge but could not because of his own limitations.

5. In (Psalm 13) David's free will continued to be positive even though he had not been successful.

6. One of the reasons for the delay in the answering of prayer requests is to allow the strengthening of free will to desire to do God's will. 

7. Free will in both believer and unbeliever. (John 7:17)

8. Free will in giving. (2 Corinthians 8:12)

9. Free will cannot be coerced or compromised thus Christianity is a matter of obedience. (2 Corinthians 5:10)

10  As God is to judge all men it means that man is responsible for his actions and that all normal members of the human race have free will. (Revelation 20:11-15)

11.  Relationship of free will is vertical, between man and God not man and man. (Ephesians 6:5-9)

12.   Because man is subject to judgment there is an age of accountability as portrayed by the "rich young ruler". 

13.   Animals and plants are not judged.

14.   Free will also puts the responsibility on both ends and means. An example of the right end but wrong means is the sin unto death of Moses. (Numbers 20)

15.  By application just because God is blessing a ministry, in the case of Moses by providing water it does not mean that the person is necessarily in God's will. God blesses through his grace and not necessarily because they are doing things by God's way.

16.  Human viewpoint attack on free will - Determinism. 

(a)
The concept is that if one starts out with any physical item and I know everything there is regarding it and the laws that control it then I can dogmatically predict the future state of that item. 

(b)
This concept is incorrect as shown by the power of prayer (James 5:17).

(c)
It is possible for God to manipulate His universe. (Acts 16:26).

17.
Types of miracles in the bible 

(a)
natural - a variation of a natural law 


(i)
Elijah and the drought 


(ii)
Paul and the earthquake 

(iii)
Moses at the Red Sea with the east wind 


(b)
supernatural - a direct violation of a natural law 


(i)
The resurrection of Christ 


(ii)
Being born again

18.   In physics this concept is called "Heisenburg's Uncertainty Principle" after the German Nobel prize winner who postulated it. Modern science now views a lot of the formulae of physics as occurring the vast majority of times but on odd occasions not complying with observed laws. Such non compliance would include miracles or manipulation by God.

19.    Evolution is an attack on free will as it states that man is evolved from animals and is a higher form of animal. This is often reinforced in text books which state "men and the other animals" indicating that man differs in degree only and not in "kind". 

(a)
"Difference in degree" - hot and cold is a matter of relative heat; ice, water and steam are all water and of the same kind.

(b)
"Difference in kind - a square and a triangle.

(c)
Solomon in (Ecclesiastes 3:21), a believer out of fellowship assesses man as different only in degree from animals.

(d)
Based on evolutionary principles abortion can be justified and atrocities condoned against other races such as the Nazi reaction to Jews, gipsies and the Slavs. From this comes the concept that if we knew everything about animal behaviour we could then describe man. 

(e)
The Biblical view however is that we do vary in kind, not in degree (Genesis 2:16) with the thing that sets man apart from the animals being volition.

(f)
By implication man is never totally determined by his environment.

(g)
Hell is a monument to the fact of free will because if you do not have a choice you cannot be judged.

20.
Three problems which the Bible solves regarding free will - 

(a)
What about babies who die before they hear the gospel or those who are mentally not able to decide ?

Solution - (2 Samuel 12:18) where a child born to David and Bathsheba dies on the 7th day, the day before circumcision which would have brought the child into a covenant relationship.

David says that he will go to be with the child indicating the child has been automatically saved without a covenant requirement. 

This is the principle of "unlimited atonement". (1 John 2:2)

(b)
What about the physical damage which hinders the person causing a restriction of free will ?

Solution - (John 9:1-7) where a man blind from birth is healed. Jesus did not bypass the free will but made up for the blindness. He breaks down the barriers for a person to do God's will but the free will of the person is not manipulated. 

(c)
What about spiritual damage to free will ?

Solution - (Genesis 3:8) where after the fall God sought out Adam and Eve in the garden where they had hidden from him. God who is all knowing asked the question "Where are you ?"

The principle of the "total depravity of man" is seen here in the fact that man will not of his own free will seek God.

In (Deuteronomy 5) Moses and all the Israelites heard a public address by God which the Israelites shrank back from.


God speaks to man in three areas:- 


(a)
He speaks to all men. (Matthew 5:45, Acts 14:17)


(b)
He has a more intense form of calling. (Genesis 6:3, Romans 13:1)


(c)
He calls through the gospel of Jesus Christ. (John 16:8-11)

It is however possible to so damage the free will regarding spiritual matters that it becomes impossible to believe or repent. 


Examples 


(a)
the Amorites and Canaanites of Joshua's day. (Genesis 15:16)


(b)
the Pharaoh of the Exodus. (Exodus 7- 11)


(c)
those who accept the mark of the beast. (Revelation 13:8)


(d)
the reaction of unbelievers at the second advent. (Revelation 6:16)

21.   However there are many areas over which even those who have had limited free will have control and the person who searches will find. (John 7:17)

22.   If God is truly sovereign how can man have genuine free choice? God has absolute sovereignty as shown by a study of His character. It is also clear that man has free will.

God uses his free will as creator whilst man uses his as a part of creation.

23.   One way of looking at this is fatalism which is the basis of most eastern religions which state that man's destiny is set and certain.

24.   Another way is autonomy which says that all things are uncertain and therefore history goes on chaotically.

25.  True biblical sovereignty is based on the creator/creation concept with the creator outside the universe and the created beings within. 

Three non salvation examples:- 

(a)
Paul as a prisoner on a ship bound for Rome predicts, having received advice from the angel of God, that there will be no loss of life but the ship will become a wreck. The guarantee is a sovereign guarantee and therefore absolute. Paul however tells the soldiers that they must stay on the boat to be saved. They do and they are saved. Sovereign decrees by God therefore contain free will decisions by man. (Acts 27)

(b)
The sovereign decree is that all things work together for good towards the goal of predestination and eventual glorification. We have a guarantee that we will be in heaven. We need to be actively involved in the chain of events. (Romans 8:28)

(c)
Daniel understood the time of "desolations" as seventy years as prophesied by Jeremiah and knew that it would end on time. He now seeks by supplication with sackcloth and ashes forgiveness for Israel's sin on the basis that no discipline is going to be removed without the sin having been forgiven. (Daniel 9:2)

God promises certain things but they are contingent on our prayer Using the principle of the sovereignty of God we can be confident in prayer if we are controlled by the Holy Spirit. (James 4:2)

26.   Can free will be neutral ? The answer is no, one is either positive or negative towards God. For instance if a young man is keen on a girl and is asked if he is going to marry her and he answers he does not know. As long as he debates the question he will not marry her and is therefore negative to marriage.

27.    Every attack in the Christian life has one common feature, the denial of the Word of God as shown in the temptation of our Lord. Each of them therefore is an attack on the character of God.

28.   The act of negative free will to the plan of God is given in (Romans 1:18-32.)

In this passage:- 

(a)
the unbeliever hold the truth in unrighteousness. (v18)

(b)
the power of God is clearly seen by all men. (v19-20)

(c)
they became vain in their imaginations and worshipped part of the creation rather than the creator. (v21-23)

(d)
the result is sexual and other perversions. (v24-31)

(e)
they end up encouraging others to defy God. (v32)

29.   Are the majority always right ? A scriptural example of this was Elijah and the prophets of Baal in (1 Kings 18) where on a public opinion basis Elijah would have been considered wrong. 

The concept that public opinion is always correct comes from the French philosopher Rousseau who stated "the most general will is always the most just also, the voice of the people is in fact the voice of God".

Another good example of this would be the public opinion that happened at the crucifixion of Christ.

30.   There are therefore two classes in the Christian life, positive or negative to God's will.

31.   In Old Testament times physical idols were common. The idols nowadays are commonly abstract in the form of ideas and concepts. It is up to the Christian to challenge these concepts where they occur.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

1. Forgiveness is by the death of Christ (Matthew 26:28, Revelation 1 :5)

2. Divine forgiveness is to all who believe in Christ (Acts 10:43, Acts 16:31)

3. The penalty of sin was paid by Christ on the cross. (Hebrews 9:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

4. When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.  God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins. (1 John 1: 9).

5. Jesus Christ is our propitiation. (I John 2:1,2 )

6. In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).  This can only be accomplished by the filling of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23)

7. Steps towards restoration of fellowship

[a] Examine yourself for genuineness of motivation. [2 Corinthians 14:5]

[b] Act on what you see [Romans 4:7-8]

[c] Deal with any sin by confession. [1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18]

[d] Forget the sin which you have confessed. Do not proceed into a pattern of guilt.[Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12]

[e] Resume your active spiritual walk. Avoid areas where you might be tempted by the sin which so easily besets us. [Hebrews 12:12-13] 

[f] Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God. [James 5:16]

[g] Get moving and grow up. [2 Peter 2:17-18]

BIBLE:  THE BIBLE AND THE BELIEVER

1. The Scriptures are designed to have the following effect on the believer.

a) Illuminating. (Psalm 119:130)

b) Making wise the simple. (Psalm 19:7)

c) Producing faith (John 20:31), hope (Psalm 119:49, Romans 15:4), and  obedience (Deuteronomy 17:19-20)

d) Cleansing the heart (John 15:3, Ephesians 5:26) and  the ways (Psalm 119:9)

e) Keeping us from destructive paths. (Psalm 17:4)

f) Supporting life. (Matthew 4:4 cf Deuteronomy 8:3)

g) Building up in the faith. (Acts 20:32)

h) Comforting. (Psalm 119:82, Romans 15:4)

i) Promoting growth in grace. (1 Peter 2:2)

j) Admonishing. (1 Corinthians 10:11)

k) Rejoicing the heart. (Psalm 119:18,111)

l) Sanctifying. (John 17:17, Ephesians 5:26)

2. The Scriptures should be:-

a) Believed (John 2:22) and obeyed (James 1:22)

b) The standard for teaching. (1 Peter 4:11)

c) Appealed to. (1 Corinthians 1:31, 1 Peter 1:16)

d) Read publicly to all. (Acts 13:15)

e) Known. (2 Timothy 3:15)

f) Received as the Word of God (1 Thessalonians 2:13) with meekness (James 1:21)

g) Searched. (John 5:39, Acts 17:11)

h) Used against our spiritual enemies. (Ephesians 6:11,17)

i) Taught to everyone including children. (Deuteronomy 6:7, 11:19, Nehemiah 8:7-8)

j) Talked about continually. (Deuteronomy 6:7)

k) Not handled deceitfully. (2 Corinthians 4:2)

3. For the unbeliever the Scripture should be for:-

a) Regeneration. (James 1:18, 1 Peter 1:23)

b) Quickening. (Psalm 119:50,93)

c) Converting the soul. (Psalm 19:7)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ETERNAL SECURITY

1. When a person truly trusts Jesus Christ for salvation, he is saved forever.  He cannot lose his salvation.

2. POSITIONAL APPROACH (Romans 8:38-39)

We are united with Christ ("in Christ").  Absolutely nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ.

3. LOGICAL APPROACH (Romans 8:32, Romans 5)

As unbelievers we are enemies of God (Romans 5), as believers we are his children. If he did the most for his enemies what will he do for his children? This excludes loss of salvation for he saved us while we were his enemies.

4. GOD'S HANDS APPROACH (John 10:28, Psalm 37:24)

Neither shall anyone seize them out of my hand. God is all powerful.

5. EXPERIENTIAL APPROACH (2 Timothy 2:12-13)

If we deny Christ He is going to deny us rewards (context=suffering and rewards). If we renounce Him, HE REMAINS FAITHFUL. The believer is in Christ and Christ indwells the believer. He cannot deny Himself.

6. THE FAMILY APPROACH (Galatians 3:26, John 1:12)

When you believe in Christ you are born again as a child of God. You cannot be unborn, once a child always a child.

7. THE INHERITANCE APPROACH (1 Peter 1:4-5)

We have an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled which fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us who are kept by the power of God.  Perfect tense - it will always be reserved, since it is kept by God, not us.

8. THE SOVEREIGNTY APPROACH (2 Peter 3:9, Jude 24)

He is not willing that any should perish - refers to the whole human race (2 Peter 3:9) Now unto him who is able to keep you from falling (from perishing). Once you are saved, it is His will that you don't perish.

9. THE BODY APPROACH (1 Corinthians 12:21, Colossians 1:18)

Christ is the head, we are the members of the body.  If any are lost, the body of Christ is incomplete.

10. THE GREEK TENSE APPROACH (Ephesians 2:8-9)

"For by Grace are ye saved". Perfect tense of the verb "sozo". For by Grace have you been saved in the past so that you go on being saved forever.

11. THE SEALING MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT APPROACH (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30)

In the ancient world the seal was a guarantee for protection. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit guarantees our security. 

ZECHARIAH 1:7-11

7  Upon the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Sebat, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, 8  I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood among the myrtle trees that were in the bottom; and behind him were there red horses, speckled, and white. 9  Then said I, O my lord, what are these? And the angel that talked with me said unto me, I will shew thee what these be. 10  And the man that stood among the myrtle trees answered and said, These are they whom the LORD hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth. 11  And they answered the angel of the LORD that stood among the myrtle trees, and said, We have walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest. 
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

7  Upon the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Sebat, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo, the prophet, saying, 
The time of the vision is 24th February 520 BC which was exactly five months after the building of the temple was resumed and two months after Haggai’s last prophecy.  A definitive word of the Lord comes to the prophet and the vision is announced as such for the people to hear, discern, understand, believe and apply.   This is not “ear warming” message, for all prophetic words are for application into the faith-rest life daily.  James 2:19-26. 
The lineage of Zechariah is given showing that Zechariah himself was a priest. From the English it would appear that his grandfather Iddo was a prophet but in fact it is Zechariah who has both the office of prophet and priest, and the inserted comma above makes it clear.
8  I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood among the myrtle trees that were in the bottom; and behind him were there red horses, speckled, and white. 9  Then said I, O my lord, what are these? And the angel that talked with me said unto me, I will shew thee what these be. 10  And the man that stood among the myrtle trees answered and said, These are they whom the LORD hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth. 11  And they answered the angel of the LORD that stood among the myrtle trees, and said, We have walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest.
Here we see the first of three visions in this chapter, and it is of the man on a red horse standing among the myrtle trees with different types of horses standing behind him. In verse 11 we see that the man is the Angel of Jehovah, or a pre-incarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is sitting upon his horse which is standing in the perfect camouflaged hiding place before launching an attack upon any enemy – in the dappled shade of the myrtle trees.
The red horse identifies the Lord Jesus Christ as the Saviour. It is analogous to sin being poured out on him and judged 2 Corinthians 5:21. It shows not only salvation but the level of killings that will occur at the Second Advent of Christ.  It is a sobering reminder of the cost of salvation, and the cost to those who reject it through history, but especially in the last days.
The myrtle tree is the indigenous shrub of Palestine. The Angel of the Lord is therefore identified with the nation Israel during a time of great pressure. It reminds one of verse 4 of the 23rd Psalm where it states,  “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.”  This vision is a reminder that the Lord is the protector of Israel, and has always had his “troops” to send out and protect his people when they turn to him and obey his Word.  Joshua 1:1-9, 
The troops of horses behind the Lord are the red, the speckled, and the white. In cavalry terms the red troop are the sorrel troop, the speckled are the bay troop and the white troop would be called the greys. The sorrel horse is a reddish brown horse and has a red mane and a red tail. The sorrel troop is a troop of slaughterer’s. These are responsible for the slaughter of the invading armies who come up against Israel both historically and prophetically in the future. 
God has his sorrel “slaughterer” troop, which removes people or groups of people, such as resolving the Sennacherib invasion of Judah, where in one night 185,000 Assyrians were killed and Sennacherib retired from his siege of Jerusalem. The Lord in the future will come at the height of the Armageddon campaign to destroy the armies who are attempting to eliminate the Jews.
The Bay troop have a brown body and a black mane and tail. These are the “separators” who are described in Matthew 13. They separate the wheat from the tares. This is the group which separates the believer from the unbeliever on the return of Christ as described in the separation of the sheep and the goats, and they also separate judgments during times before the end.   Each person received what they deserve, and each judgment is tailor made by the Lord an executed by his “separators”. Jeremiah 15:1, 24:4-7. 
The white horse troop are the greys. The white horse represents victory as seen in Revelation 19 where the Lord Jesus Christ is riding a white horse at the Second Coming.  This group bring victory out of carnage where-ever God’s people turn to Him and seek it.   Romans 8:26-28, 29-39.
In verse 10 we see that there has been a reconnaissance and it is reported that the believers upon the earth are at peace. The word for walk to and fro is in the infinitive mood showing that it was the purpose of the reconnaissance group to survey the world and they are reporting back on their work.

This is at the commencement of the Persian Empire, commenced by Cyrus, who was stated in Isaiah to be a shepherd, and while there have been two rulers who were anti-semitic things are now settled under Darius the Great. He and a number of rulers which succeeded him were pro Semitic and under their rule the Jews had an era of prosperity for nearly 200 years at the end of which the Persian Empire had declined to a degenerate stage and was superseded by the Greek Empire under Alexander the Great.

It is very important that the world is at rest for the Jewish people because from this time in 520 BC until the time of Nehemiah in 445 BC the temple will be rebuilt but there will be no walls around Jerusalem to protect the Jews from their enemies. They have however their priority right in building the Temple and relying on the Lord for protection.   They will have it in the land through this time, although those who stay in Babylon will have strife due to rebellions there.
APPLICATION

God is in control of history. He will always protect Israel as they are always before him in the Plan of God, and anyone who tries to harm them other than in His plan are going to be dealt with severely.  Deuteronomy 32:10, Zechariah 2:18.
God disciplines Israel, but Israel has a centre piece future in the plan of God, not only in the Tribulation which finalises their period of responsibility for spreading the Word of God, but also in the Millennium where God fulfils the unconditional covenant with Israel.

Victory is not something that we do, it is something which Christ does for us.   The victorious life is what God the Father planned for you and is based on what Christ did at the Cross, and the provisions of the Holy Spirit in our day to day lives.

The Bible often interprets itself. Zechariah seeking guidance from his superiors is given an interpretation. We if we seek explanations from the Bible will be given guidance often by reading the biblical text , but always in its context.

We need to ensure that our priorities are right, putting worship and service for the Lord as the priority for our life and trusting him for the provision of all the details of life. This does not mean that we sit around and wait for provision but that we have the correct order in the priorities for our life.

Angels are used by God to control leaders of civilisations who may be under demon influence. c.f. Adolf Hitler.   It was noted that the angel who taught Daniel was delayed by the demonic activity in the court of Persia. Daniel 10:12-14. The work of angels are used that God’s will is accomplished in history. 
We as Christians wrestle against demons [Greek “kosmocrator” – world rulers] as seen in Ephesians 6:12 and therefore need to ensure that our armour is fully on.

DOCTRINES

CHRIST - ANGEL OF JEHOVAH

1. The Angel of Jehovah is identified as Jehovah (Genesis 16:7-13, 22:11-18, 31:11-13, Exodus 13:21 cf 14:19, Judges 6:11-23).

2. The Angel of Jehovah is distinguished from Jehovah (Genesis 24:7, Exodus 23:20, 1 Chronicles 21:15-18, Zechariah 1:12-13).

3. The Angel of Jehovah is therefore a member of the Trinity - the same as Jehovah, but distinct from Jehovah.

4. God the Father and Holy Spirit cannot be seen by man face to face (Exodus 33:18-23; John 14:17).

5. Therefore, the Angel of Jehovah is the second Person of the Trinity:  the pre-incarnate Lord Jesus Christ.

a) Jesus Christ identifies Himself as Jehovah (I AM) (John 8:58)

b) The Lord Jesus Christ is the visible/manifest member of the Trinity (John 1:18, 6:46, 1 Timothy 6:15-16).

c) The Angel of Jehovah never appears after the Incarnation (John 1:18, 6:46, 1 Timothy 6:15, 16, 1 John 4:12)

d) Both the Angel of Jehovah and Jesus Christ are sent by Jehovah (the Father).

6. The Angel of Jehovah appeared only in the Old Testament.

a) He wrestled with Jacob. (Genesis 32:24-30)

b) He redeemed Jacob from all evil. (Genesis 48:16)

c) He spoke to Moses from the burning bush. (Exodus 3:2)

d) He protected Israel at the Red Sea (Exodus 14:19)

e) He prepared Israel for the Promised Land. (Exodus 23:20-23)

f) He reassured Joshua (Joshua 5:13-15)

g) He commissioned Gideon (Judges 6:11-23)

h) He ministered to Elijah. (1 Kings 19:5-7)

i) He saved Jerusalem from Sennacherib. (Isaiah 37:36)

j) He preserved Shadrach, Meshech and Abednego in the furnace. (Daniel 3:25)

ISRAEL

1. Israel has a future which was promised to Abraham. (Genesis 12:1-3)

2. Israel's future is based on regeneration. (Romans 9:6-14)

3. Israel's future is related to the land of Palestine. (Genesis 15:18, Numbers 34:1-12, Deuteronomy 30:1-9)

4. Israel has a King forever - the Son of David, the Lord Jesus Christ in the Millennium. (2 Samuel 7:8-16, Psalm 89:20-37)

5. The promises were confirmed to Jeremiah in the New Covenant  (Jeremiah 31:31ff, Hebrews 8:8-13)

6. Israel's future begins as a nation at the Second Advent of Christ. (Zechariah 14:1-9)

7. Israel's future is guaranteed, even though the nation is now in dispersion under the discipline of God. (Isaiah 5:26-30, 14-1-3, 10:20-23, 11:11-16, Zechariah 10:6-12)

8. Israel had a purpose

a) To witness to the holiness of the one true God. (Deuteronomy 6:4, Isaiah 43:10,12)

b) To illustrate to the nations the blessings derived from serving the one true God. (Deuteronomy 33:26-29, 1 Chronicles 17:20-21, Psalm 144:15)

c) To receive, record and broadcast the Scriptures. (Deuteronomy 4:5-8, Romans 3:1-2)

d) To receive and proclaim the promised Messiah. (Genesis 3:15, 12:3, 2 Samuel 7:12-16, Isaiah 7:14, 9:6)

9. The nation Israel is now in dispersion under the discipline of God.  The Church has replaced the mission of Israel during the Church Age. (Romans 11)  When the Church is removed in the Rapture, Israel will again take up its purpose during the Tribulation (Revelation 7:4-8)

CHRISTIAN LIFE - PRIORITIES 

1. The First Person - Jesus Christ has ultimate priority - Colossians 1:16-18

2. The First Possessions - The kingdom of God, the greatest gift - Matthew 6:33

3. The First Offering - the giving of oneself - 2 Corinthians 8:5

4. The First Denial - the denial of self - Matthew 7:5

5. The First Discipline - the discipline of prayer - 1 Timothy 2:1-4

6. The First Commandment - to love God supremely - Matthew 22:37-38

7. The First Excuse - too busy to have time for God - Matthew 8:21-22

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRIORITIES - CROSS – TAKING UP YOUR CROSS

1. Scripture – Matthew 10:38  “And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.”
2. What does it mean to take up the cross?

[a] This is the first reference to the cross in Matthew.

[b] This does not refer to the cross of Christ but to the Roman custom of crucifixion. The Romans crucified many thousands of Jews during their occupation of Judea.

[c] It was common practice for the person who was being crucified to carry his cross to the point of execution. The condemned person carrying his cross was seen to be in disgrace and viewed with contempt and rejected by bystanders.

[d] Carrying the cross therefore means placing Christ and His Word which is the mind of Christ [1 Corinthians 2:16] ahead of everything even though this means contempt and derision from those around you.

3. By going to the Cross Jesus Christ had his relationship with his family severed.

[a] By giving his mother Mary into the care of the Apostle John

[b] He was also separated from His Father during the period of judgment of the sins of the world on the Cross

4. See Christian Life:  Priorities – Hate your Father and Mother [below] for Matthew 10:37 – a parallel illustration

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRIORITIES - HATE YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER

SCRIPTURES 

Luke 14:26 "If any man come to me and hate not his father, and mother and wife and children, and brethren and sisters yea and his own life, he cannot be my disciple."

Matthew 10:37  He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.

2. Apparent problem in Luke  - In order to be a disciple of Jesus Christ a person has to hate others.

3. Evaluation

a) The main problem in this verse is the verb hate.

b) "hate" - MISEO - in the Greek this word has a comparative connotation and can be translated "to love less" to "abandon " , "to hold in less esteem".

c) When viewed in this light the person being a disciple of Christ has to hold his family and even his own life in less esteem than Jesus Christ, Christ has to be first.

4. Conclusion

In the Christian life for a person to be a disciple of Christ, the Lord Jesus must have pre-eminence in that person's life.(Colossians 1:18)  With sin in one's life self becomes more important than Jesus Christ and therefore while one is out of fellowship technically the carnal believer is not a disciple.

ANGELS:  SATAN AND SATANIC ATTACK

1.- Pre Adamic

	Original Creation
	Genesis I:1
	Perfection and unity.

	Creation of Satan
	Ezekiel 28:13-15
	Created the most beautiful creature, a genius.

	Fall of Satan
	Isaiah 14:12-15
	"I will" 5 times. Satan sets himself up as God.

	1/3 of Angels follow Satan
	Revelation 12:4
	

	God's Judgment
	Matthew 25:41
	Lake of fire created for Satan and his angels.

	Satan appeals
	
	Man created with a free will to show the fairness of God's judgment.


Man having been created, Satan firstly attacks man in order to get man to rebel against God and sin, secondly having had a Saviour promised then attacks the line of Christ, thirdly a personal attack on the Saviour Himself until He completed His work and fourthly after the session of Christ to attack the Word of God and the individual believer.

2. - Stage 1 - Innocence-Sinfulness

	
	Scripture
	Remarks

	Man created
	Genesis 1:26, 27
	God provides everything. One tree a test of free will.

	Woman falls
	Genesis 3:1-6
	Through ignorance of God's Word

	Man falls
	1 Timothy 2:13, 14
	Man chooses deliberately to go against God's provision.

	Salvation promised
	Genesis 3:15
	


3. - Stage 2 - Attack on the Line of the Saviour
Object:- If Satan can prevent the Saviour being physically born he has proved that God does not keep His promise in Genesis 3:15 and is therefore not perfect.

	Attack 1. Cain kills Abel (Attack on the seed of the woman)
	Genesis 4:8, 9
	An unbeliever kills a believer but Seth, another believer is provided for the line of Christ.

	Attack 2. Infiltration of Fallen Angels. (Attack on the humanity)
	Genesis 6:1-8
	Infiltration until only Noah's family left as the humanity. Flood removes angel/men demons incarcerated in Tartarus (Hades)

	Attack 3. Tower of Babel (Attack on nationalism)
	Genesis 11:1 -7
	An attempt by Satan to bring in the Millennium without God. The original U.N. God forms nations and confuses their tongues.- Tower of Babel.



	Abraham promised the Saviour will be descended from him.
	Genesis 12:1-3
	Attack on the line of Abraham.

	Attack 4. Pharaoh of Egypt.
	Exodus 1:22
	Using Pharaoh by ordering the slaughter of the male Jews Satan attempts to eliminate the Jews.

	David promised a King descended from him will reign forever
	2 Sam 7:12-16
	Satan now attacks the descendants of David

	Attack 5. Against the Kings of Judah
	2 Kings 22:1, 2
	Josiah, boy King of Judah divinely protected comes to throne at age of 8 after coup d'etat eliminates every other member of the royal line.

	Attack 6. Against the Jews
	Esther 3:6
	Satan attempts to destroy the Jews using Haman. Haman eventually executed.

	Attack 7. Against Jerusalem.
	Isaiah 37:36
	185,000 Assyrian troops under Sennacherib killed by God outside Jerusalem.


4.
Stage 3. Attack on the Person of Christ

	Attack 1. Possible stoning of Mary
	Matt 1:18-20
	The nobility of Joseph defended the as yet unborn Jesus.

	Attack 2. Herod the Great.
	Matt 2:16-18
	Satan using Herod attempts to eliminate the Christ child by murdering all the young males in Bethlehem. Joseph takes Jesus to Egypt.

	Attack 3. Temptation in Wilderness
	Matt 4:9
	A sinner cannot redeem other sinners. Satan offers the crown (Millennium) before the cross. Jesus follows God's plan.

	Attack 4. Temptation not to go to the Cross.
	Matt 16:21-23
	Jesus follows God's plan although the cross was obnoxious to him.

	Attack 5. Attempt to stone Jesus.
	John 8:59
	It was prophesied that the Saviour would die on wood. Stoning would have cut across this prophecy.

	Attack 6. Attempt to tempt Jesus down from the cross.
	Matt 27:40
	If Jesus had come down from the cross there would have been no salvation.

	Attack 7. The drugged wine.
	Matt 27:34
	Gall was a drug which if Jesus had accepted it would have impaired his free will and there would have been no salvation.


5. Stage 4. -  Attacks since the Cross.

	Attack 1. Against Scripture.
	Attempting to get false books accepted in the canon of Scripture. Liberalism and Modernism, Humanism and Evolution.

	Attack 2. Revival of Roman Empire
	Under Charlemagne in 800 and Charles V in 1500. Roman Catholic Church.

	Attack 3. Massacre of Jews.
	Hitler's final solution attempts to eliminate Jews. No Jews no Kingdom for Jesus to reign over. Inquisition, Crusades, Russian pogroms.

	Attack 4. One World Government.
	Revival of the Tower of Babel concept under the League of Nations and U.N.

	Attack 5. Socialism.
	Satan's millennium.

	Attack 6. Persecution.
	Nero, Reformation, Inquisition


6.
Strategy of Satan at the Present Satan's strategy is divided into 3 sections.

(a)
Towards unbelievers. - 


To blind them regarding the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3, 4, 2 Thessalonians 2:9, 10)

(b)
Towards believers.


He accuses believers. (Revelation 12-9, 10, Job 1:6-11)


He persuades the believers to ignore the will of God through disobedience (Genesis 2:17), through worry (1 Peter 5, 7-9), ignoring doctrine (1 Chronicles 21:1)


He seeks to entice the believer from the will of God. (James 4:7, 8)


He seeks to destroy the believer's focus by getting eyes on self (1 Corinthians 1:10, 11 on people (1 Corinthians 1:12) by getting eyes on things (Hebrews 13:5, 6)


To get the believer frightened of death. (Hebrews 2:14, 15)

(c)
Towards the world in general.


Satan tries to deceive the nations. (Revelation 20:7-10)

Principle:- The more you know about the Word of God the more you will be able to be effective as a Christian. c/f. Jesus in Matthew 4.

ANGELS:  SATANIC ATTACK ON BELIEVERS

1.  As believers we battle two enemies; the Old Sin Nature from within (Romans 7:18, 8:8, Galatians 5:16-19) and Satan without. (John 8:44, 1 John 3:8)

2. We must know what Satan is up to and learn his strategies so that we might be ready and alert. (2 Corinthians 2:11)

3. Satan's most potent attack is to install false pastor teachers within the church who teach just enough false doctrine to sidetrack foolish believers. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

4. Satan attacks believers assurance of salvation.

5. He also accuses believers of sin both to God and to the believer in the form of guilt. (Revelation 12:9-10)

6. Satan wants us to trust our feelings; God wants us to trust His Word. (Romans 8:1)

7. Satan lures believers away from the Word (Genesis 3:4) whilst God wants believers stabilised upon His Word. (Isaiah 26:3)

8. Satan hinders believers from doing the geographical and operational will of God.

9. Satan will do all he can to hinder the believer's growth: (2 Peter 5:18)

a) by getting the believer's eyes off Christ and onto self, others or circumstances

b) by encouraging lust for material things over spiritual growth

c) by encouraging mental attitude sins.

10. Satan is the author of sin and the founder of fear. We are not called to fear but to faith. (2 Timothy 1:7)

ZECHARIAH 1:12-17

12  Then the angel of the LORD answered and said, O LORD of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years? 13  And the LORD answered the angel that talked with me with good words and comfortable words. 14  So the angel that communed with me said unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy. 15  And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was but a little displeased, and they helped forward the affliction. 16  Therefore thus saith the LORD; I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it, saith the LORD of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem. 17  Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad; and the LORD shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem.

KEY WORDS

	Angel
	Malak
	Angel , Messenger, Ambassador

	Lord
	Yehovah
	Jehovah

	Answered
	Anah
	Respond, Take heed, Answer

	Said
	Amar
	Say

	Hosts
	Tsaba
	A mass of people, Hosts

	How long
	Ad Mathay
	As long as extend

	Wilt thou
	Attah
	Thou, You

	Have Mercy
	Racham
	Have mercy on, Have compassion on

	Cities
	Ayar
	City

	Hast had indignation
	Za’am 
	Be enraged, Be angry

	Threescore and ten
	Shibyim
	Seventy

	Years
	Shaneh
	Year

	Talked
	Dabar 
	Answer, Talk, Say [Strongs 1696]

	Good
	Tob
	Good

	Words
	Dabar
	Words [Strongs 1697]

	Comfortable
	Nichum
	Consoling, Comforting

	Communed
	Dabar 
	Answer, Talk, Say [Strongs 1696]

	Said, Saith 
	Amar
	Say

	Cry
	Qara
	Call out

	Hosts
	Tsaba
	Many people

	Jealous
	Qana
	Zealous, Jealous, Envious

	Great
	Gadol
	Great, Mighty

	Very
	Gadol
	Great, Mighty

	Sore displeased
	Qatsaph
	Angry

	Heathen
	Goy
	Foreign nation, Gentiles

	At ease
	Sha anan
	Secure, At ease, Quiet

	Little
	Meat
	Little

	Helped
	Azar
	Help, Aid

	Forward the affliction
	Ra ah
	Evil

	Returned
	Shub
	Return, Turn back

	Mercies
	Racham
	Compassion, Have mercy 

	House
	Bayith
	House

	Built
	Banah
	Build

	Line
	Qav
	Cord

	Stretched forth 
	Natah
	Stretch or spread out

	Cities
	Ayar
	City

	Through prosperity
	Min Tob
	From good, Prosperity

	Spread abroad
	Puts
	From the root word to dash to pieces i.e. Disperse, Spread abroad

	Comfort
	Nacham
	Comfort, Console

	Choose
	Bachar
	Select, Choose


BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

12  Then the angel of the LORD answered and said, O LORD of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years? 13  And the LORD answered the angel that talked with me with good words and comfortable words. 14  So the angel that communed with me said unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy. 15  And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was but a little displeased, and they helped forward the affliction. 16  Therefore thus saith the LORD; I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it, saith the LORD of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem. 17  Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad; and the LORD shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem.

In verses 12 and 13 Jesus Christ prays for the Jews to God the Father. He asks God the Father how long will he still disciplining Jerusalem and the Jews since He has been angry with them for seventy years. The Jews have been in dispersion from the Land for that period and now everything is in order to go to a new stage with the construction of the Temple. [See the section on the overlapping period of judgments for the Jews on page 4 above.] The answer that was received deals with good words, which relate to the plan of God, and comfortable or consoling words, words of encouragement for them.
Zechariah is told to preach and proclaim the fact that the desire of God is to be zealous rather than jealous for Jerusalem and Zion. The word jealous implies a mental attitude sin which of course is not possible with God so the Hebrew word Qana can be rendered zealous, an intense desire for His plan for the nation Israel to go ahead after the Babylonian captivity.
In verse 15 we see that God is angry with the Chaldeans who had inflicted the fifth cycle of discipline or dispersion of the Jews from the land. They had been used by God as an instrument, but they could not take the responsibility of the authority given to them and had become evil. They had been responsible for discipline of the Jews but had over done their actions and had become arrogant and had ceased to recognise their actions as that coming from God. 
In verse 16 the restoration of Israel requires the rebuilding of the Temple and later the entire city itself. The temple will be rebuilt and once that has been done the dispersion of the Jews will be over. In future times there will be a surveyor’s line and walls about Jerusalem.  God is telling the prophet and the people that He is not finished with Jerusalem, and its greaest times are still to come.  They were historically in 445 BC – 60 AD, but prophetically they are yet to come in the Millennial Kingdom.
The future of Israel is from verse 17 where Zechariah is told to preach some more and tell the Jews of this coming golden age where cities will be built and abound indicating great blessing and prosperity as well as future glory for Jerusalem. We notice that the city of Jerusalem is still firmly in the focus of the Lord and that this city will feature in the reign of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Millennium.

APPLICATION

God is in control and he appoints and judges nations on their activity within His plan. He can use heathen nations to discipline those nations including Israel who have departed from the truth.
Jerusalem and the Jews have a critical part to play in the Plan of God, and nothing is going to be able to thwart this plan. Even though circumstances look poor we know that God is in control, and irrespective of what people can attempt to do God’s plan will be fulfilled in detail.

DOCTRINES

ISRAEL - NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE

1. Leviticus 26 states the five cycles of discipline

If the people in the nation do not want to do things in God’s way God will hit them in five cycles of increasing discipline until He completely destroys the nation.

2. First cycle - v 14-17 - sickness, depression, economic problems, people losing their strength of character, lack of power in the nation.

3. Second cycle -v 18-20 - this is an intensified form of the first cycle with recession turning into depression, they become even less enthusiastic. 

4. Third cycle - v 21-22 - the situation further intensifies, psychological problems in the nation multiply, people behave like animals, the wild animals are prowling on the streets both physically and symbolically.  It was not safe to go out.  Here you have a breakdown in a nation with psychiatric problems and criminal problems.

5. Fourth cycle - v 23 - 26 - this is the invasion of your land with defeat with all the things that go with it, with food rationing, with privation.

6. Fifth cycle  - v 27-39 - this shows nation collapse and the removal of the nation from the land.

7. The parallel passage in Deuteronomy 28 indicates that God deals with the nation that rejects his Word in a systematic way.   They can “choose life” or rebel and receive death!   Deuteronomy 30:15-20.
GOD:  PLAN OF GOD

1. In eternity past, God designed a plan for every believer, which takes into account every event and decision in human history.

2. The plan centres around the person of Jesus Christ. (1 John 3:23, Ephesians 1:4-6)

3. Entrance into the plan is based on the principle of grace. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) where the sovereignty of God and the free will of Man meet at the cross. God brings salvation which is complete, Man brings his faith.

4. God's plan was so designed so as to include all events and actions. (1 Peter 1:2)

5. Under his plan God has decreed to do some things directly and some through agencies, Israel, the Church.

6. Without interfering with human free will in any way God has designed a plan so perfect that it includes cause and effect, as well as provision, preservation and function.

7. There are many functions in the Plan of God. They all constitute one whole comprehensive plan which is perfect, eternal and unchangeable.

8. The plan of God is consistent with human freedom and does not limit or coerce human free will. Distinction should be made between what God causes and what God permits. God causes the Cross but permits sin. God is neither the author of sin nor sponsors sin.

9. His plan portrays that man has free will. God never condones sin in the human race. Man started in perfect environment and innocence. Man sinned of his own free will. Man will sin in the perfect environment of the Millennium.

10. Distinction should be made between the divine plans which are related to the plan of God and divine laws which regulate human conduct on the earth. Divine laws occur in time, divine plans occur in eternity.

11. God's plans derive from His foreknowledge. He recognised in eternity past those things which are certain. The foreknowledge of God makes no things certain, but only perceives in eternity past those things that are certain.

12. There is a difference between foreknowledge and fore ordination. Fore ordination establishes certainty but does not provide for the certainty which is established. It is the plan that provides. (Romans 8:29, Acts 2:23, 1 Peter 1:2)

13. Therefore the elect are foreknown and the foreknown are elect. God knew in eternity past what way each free will would go for each particular problem in life. God does not coerce human free will but he does know what way each freewill will choose at any given time. As free will decides so God provides.

14. Since God cannot contradict his own character he plans the best for the believer. God is perfect, his plan and provisions are therefore perfect.

15. The cross was planned in eternity past but the human free will of Christ decided for the cross at Gethsemane. (Matthew 26:39-42) God has provided salvation through the cross and it is a free will decision as to whether one accepts it or not.

16. No plan in itself opposes human freedom but once a choice is made from the free will then the plan limits your human freedom. At the same time it gives you the freedom to love and appreciate God. God lays down the means of living the Christian life. 

GOD:  COMFORT FOR BELIEVERS

1. God is in control. Nothing will ever happen to you as a Christian that you have not had the opportunity to develop resources to deal with. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

2. God's character is stable.

(a) if God is for you who can be against you. (Romans 8:31-34)

(b) no matter what happens God's love is stable. (Romans 8:35-39)

3. God's promises are secure for he is always with us. (Matthew 28:19-20, Jeremiah 1:19)

4. God's power is always the same:-

(a) He will always keep us. (John 10:29, 2 Timothy 1:12,)

(b) God does not forget us or loose His power to keep. (Jude 24)

(c) Even if we fall away from fellowship we still are saved. (2 Timothy 2:13)

5. God knew before time what we would need in time and has provided for the supply of all our needs. (Philippians 4:19, Hebrews 4:16, Ephesians 3:12,)

6. God has the power to bless us. (2 Corinthians 9:8)

7. God is able to make all grace abound towards us. (Ephesians 3:20)

8. We should grow to the place of real confidence and blessing. (2 Peter 3:18)

9. We do this by feeding on His Word. (John 6:29, 33, 63)

JERUSALEM

1. Jerusalem is the Holy City of three monotheistic faiths.

a) JUDAISM:  Jerusalem has always been the focus of the Jewish homeland as it was the capital of the first Jewish kingdom.  The Western Wall (the Wailing Wall) is a remnant of the great temple, built by King Herod and is the most sacred of all Jewish shrines.

b) CHRISTIANITY:  For Christians, Jerusalem is the site of Jesus Christ's last days on earth.  It is the place of His trial and crucifixion, and also of His resurrection.

c) ISLAM:  The Arabs call Jerusalem "Al Quds", which means "The Noble (or Holy) Sanctuary".  After Mecca and Medina, it is the holiest city in the Muslim world.  On the place where the Temple stood now stands the Dome of the Rock (or mosque of Omar).  It is built over a rock from where Mohammed is said to have ascended to Heaven.

2. The name 'Jerusalem' is sometimes abbreviated to "Salem" which is the Hebrew word for peace (Genesis 14:18; Psalm 76:2).  Jerusalem means "City of Peace" (Psalm 122:6,7; Isaiah 66:12; Haggai 2:9).

3. It was the city of Melchizedek (Genesis 14:18).

4. Although the Israelites captured its "suburbs", they never took the citadel of Mount Zion (Judges 1:8,21 ; 19:12; Joshua 15:63).  This fortress was called Jebus, after its inhabitants the Jebusites, descendants of Hittites and Amorites (Ezekiel 16:3).  It was finally taken by King David and renamed City of David (2 Samuel 5:6-9).

5. It was a suitable place for a capital as it had not played a role in the history of any of the tribes and was not in any of the tribes' territory, but on the boundary between Benjamin and Judah (Joshua 15:8; 18:16).

6. It was a strong fortress and had its own water supply in the spring Gihon.  This could be reached from the city through a tunnel (2 Samuel 5:8), later improved by King Hezekiah (2 Kings 20:20; 2 Chronicles 32:30).

7. The real spiritual meaning of Jerusalem began when King David brought the Ark of the Covenant to the City of David on Mount Zion (2 Samuel 6:16).  Zion became synonymous with Jerusalem as the place where God dwelt among His people. (Psalms 48:1-3; 50:2; 87:2,3; 132:13,14; 137:5,6; 1 Kings 12:26-28)

8. Jerusalem the "City of Peace", was the scene of many battles and it changed hands many times during its 4,000 year history.  Since 1967 it has been back in Jewish hands. (Luke 21:24)

9. ITS FUTURE:

a) A new temple is to be built on the old temple site. The Antichrist will enter this temple to declare himself God. (2Thessalonians 2:4)

b) The armies of all nations will be drawn against her. Its inhabitants will suffer terribly but they will be delivered by the Lord. (Zechariah 14:1-9)

c) The Lord will enter the city through the East Gate (Golden Gate) which, at present, is bricked in. (Ezekiel 44:1,2; Psalm 24:7-9)

d) Jerusalem will be the capital during the Millennium. (Zechariah 2:10-13; 8:22; Isaiah 2:3,4)

e) But this Jerusalem is only a shadow of things to come. (Hebrews 11:10,16).  After the Millennium there will be a new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven. (Hebrews 12:22; Galatians 4:26; Revelation 3:12; 21:2,10).

DISPENSATION OF THE MILLENNIUM

1. General Scripture:  Many Old Testament passages, Revelation 20

2. Limits:  Second Advent to Great White Throne Judgment

3. Characteristics:

a) Length of Age - 1,000 years.

b) Means of Salvation - Faith in Christ.

c) Scripture - the person of Christ.

d) Evangelists - the person of Christ.

e) Major Judgments

i) Baptism of Fire (Matthew 3:12, 24:36-41)

ii) Last Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15)

iii) Destruction of Universe (2 Peter 3:7-13)

f) Death extremely rare in the Millennium. Extended life span. (Isaiah 65:20)

g) At death, unbelievers - Torments.

h) Priesthood - Christ.

i) The Law - no Law, Jesus Christ has fulfilled the law. (Matthew 5:17)

j) Holy Spirit - universal indwelling of the believer. (Joel 2:28-29)

k) Environment - perfect (Isaiah 11:1-9)

l) Satan - chained in the abyss until the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:2-3)

m) Rebellion - unbelievers at the end of the Age. (Revelation 20:7-9)

n) Spirituality - filling of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28,29)

o) No human religion - Satan bound - no influence on the earth. (Isaiah 2:3, John 8:44 cf Rev 20:1-3)

p) Israel -restored (Isaiah 35:3-10)

q) Universal peace (Psalm 46:9, Hosea 2:18, Micah 4:3)

r) Perfect government with Christ as King (Isaiah 11:1-5, Zechariah 14:9)

s) Universal prosperity (Psalm 72:7)

t) Universal knowledge of God. (Isaiah 11:9)

u) Radical changes in nature - restored to perfection as in the Garden of Eden

i) Mankind loosened from the bondage of sin. (Romans 8:19-22)

ii) Sin has no adverse effect on nature (Genesis 3:17-18 cf Isaiah 35:1-2,7)

iii) Animals will lose their ferocity (Isaiah 11:6-8, 65:25)

v) Millennium - begins with believers only.

ANTI-SEMITISM

1. God's promise to Abraham - whoever blesses the Jews, God will bless; whoever curses the Jews, God will curse (Genesis 12:1-3).

2. History shows a correlation between the rise and fall of Empires and their treatment of the Jews.

a) Anti-Semitic - Spanish Empire 16th century, Russian Empire 19th - 20th century, Nazi Germany 20th Century.

b) Pro-Semitic - Britain in 19th century, United States of America in 20th.

3. The concept of Israel

a) Racial Jew - one who is descended from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

b) Religious Jew - one who practices Judaism.

c) Regenerate Jew - born again, now part of the body of Christ (Romans 9:6-8)

CHURCH AND ISRAEL

The Church is different to Israel.

1. The Jews started with Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3).  The Church started at Pentecost. (Acts 2; Galatians 3:26-28)

2. Israel was promised blessings on earth. (Deuteronomy 28:1-14)  The Church is promised blessings in heavenly places. (Ephesians 1:3; Hebrews 3:1)

3. Israel's relationship to God was based on a Covenant. (Genesis 17:7,8)  The Church's relationship to God is based on new birth. (John 1:12;13; 1 Peter 1:23)

4. Israel's prophecy is mainly in the Old Testament.  Prophecy of the Church is only in the New Testament.

5. Israel worshipped at Jerusalem. (Psalm 122:1-4)  The Church worships where two or three are gathered together in Christ's name. (Matthew 18:20)

6. Israel lived under the law. (Ezekiel 20:10-12)  The Church is under grace (John 1:17; Romans 6:14).

7. Israel's destiny is with Palestine. (Isaiah 60:18-21 )  The Church will be removed from the earth.(l Thessalonians 4:13-18)

8. Christ is King and Messiah to Israel.  Christ is Head and Bridegroom to the Church.

9. Israel contained Jews only.  The Church is made up of both Jews and Gentiles.

ZION

1. Zion occurs over 150 times in the Old Testament, appearing primarily in the Psalms, Lamentations and Isaiah.  It was the ancient Jebusite stronghold in Jerusalem (2 Sam 5:7).  David captured this city in the 11th century BC.

2. In the Old Testament Zion is used for the temple hill:

a) City of the great King (Psalm 46:4; 48:2)

b) a holy hill (Zech 8:3; Psalm 2:6)

c) the place of God's abode (Psalm 9:11; 132:13)

d) His sanctuary (Psalm 20:2)

e) the goal of pilgrimage (Psalm 84:5,7)

f) the place of deliverance and salvation (Psalm 20:2; 69:35)

g) the place of praise and worship (Psalm 9:14; 65:1 ).

3. Zion is also used for Jerusalem: (Isaiah 40:9; Micah 3:12)

a) Mountains of Zion (Psalm 133:3)

b) Sons of Zion (Lamentations 4:2)

c) Daughters of Zion (Song of Solomon 3:11; Isaiah 10:32)

d) Inhabitants of Zion (Jeremiah 51:35)

e) Fortified city (Jeremiah 4:5,6; Lamentations 5:11).

4. Zion is known as the land of Judah and the nation Israel when the nation went into exile:

a) The nation in exile (Zechariah 2:7)

b) The land (Psalm 126:1 cf. Jeremiah 50:5)

c) Daughters of Zion as the nation (Jeremiah 6:23; Jeremiah 4:31)

d) The sons of Zion as the nation (Zechariah 9:13).

5. In the New Testament Zion is used for:

a) New Jerusalem (Hebrews 12:22-24)

b) Israel (Romans 11:26-27; Romans 9:33; 1 Peter 2:6)

c) Millennial capital (Romans 11:26)

d) Jerusalem (Matthew 21:5; John 12:15)

e) The mountain on which Jesus will stand in triumph at the Second Advent (Revelations 14:1) and from which He will go forth to rule forever (Romans 11:26).

ZECHARIAH 1:18-21

18  Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four horns. 19  And I said unto the angel that talked with me, What be these? And he answered me, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. 20  And the LORD shewed me four carpenters. 21  Then said I, What come these to do? And he spake, saying, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, so that no man did lift up his head: but these are come to fray them, to cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

18  Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four horns. 19  And I said unto the angel that talked with me, What be these? And he answered me, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. 

In this section we have four horns and four artisans. The artisan is called a carpenter in the King James Version but these artisans have the job of removing or counteracting the horns and are therefore horn cutters rather than carpenters.
The horns which are mentioned in verses 18 and 19 is always taken as an image of strength, and mostly of arrogance, violence and pride also, as David said to some, “I said unto the fools, Deal not so foolishly, and to the ungodly, Lift not up the horns. Lift not up your horns on high and speak not with a stiff neck”.   Psalm 75:4.
The horn therefore relates to power as seen in Daniel 8:3-7. “3  Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a ram which had two horns: and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher came up last.  4  I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward; so that no beasts might stand before him, neither was there any that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and became great.  5  And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the  face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a  notable horn between his eyes. 6  And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power.  7  And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and  stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand.  8  Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven.”
Here the ram with two horns represents the Medio Persian Empire with the Persian horn being more powerful than the Median one. In verse 5 Alexander the Great is seen as the power from the west as the goat with a notable horn between its eyes who at the height of his power is eliminated as seen inn verse 8 and four horns, the generals who succeeded Alexander come up and carve his empire up.
The other famous horns are those of the end time when the ten leaders of a one world government give their allegiance to the world ruler. This appears in Daniel 7:20-22.  “And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up, and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows.  21  I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them;  22  Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.”
Notice that the termination of the world leader is undertaken by the Lord himself coming back to set up the Millennium which is again noted in Revelation 17:12-14, “And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.  13  These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.  14  These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.”
In verse 19 the teacher now identifies the horns as those which have scattered Judah, Israel, and abused/destroyed Jerusalem. The first horn is Assyria which in 721 BC deported the Northern Kingdom of Israel into captivity, the second was the Babylonian or Chaldean Empire which deported the southern Kingdom of Judah into captivity in 586 BC, the third are the Romans which dispersed the Jews in 70 AD, while the fourth will be the world empire of the Antichrist which is at the point of dispersing the Jews for another time when the Lord Jesus Christ intervenes at His Second Advent.
20  And the LORD shewed me four carpenters. 21  Then said I, What come these to do? And he spake, saying, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, so that no man did lift up his head: but these are come to fray them, to cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it.

In these verses we see the horn cutters which counter those who abuse/disperse the Jews. 

The first horn the Assyrians were cut off by the Babylonians in 612 BC, where in conjunction with the Medes and Scythians, Nabopolassar the father of Nebuchadnezzar crushed the Assyrians at the height of their power.
The second horn the Babylonians were themselves cut off by the Medio Persian Empire under Cyrus the Great in 538 BC, with the judgment of the Writing on the Wall incident involving Belshazzer in Daniel chapter 5. 
The third horn the Romans who sent the Jews into dispersion in 70 AD, were cut off by the Goths, Visigoths and Huns after their Empire had provided some security for the spread of the Gospel.  While cut back this “Roman Horn” grows again and becomes the empire of the Anti-Christ in the last days.
The fourth and final horn is the attempted world wide empire of the Tribulation which replaces the services in the new Temple with worship of the Antichrist; the erection of the Abomination of Desolation. This is a prelude to attempting to disperse or kill all the surviving Jewish people. This horn is cut off with the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ as seen in Daniel 2:36-45, 7:7-14, 15-28, 8:9-14, 23-27, 9:25-27, 11:29-45, Revelation 19:19-21.

Revelation 19:19-21.  “And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.  20  And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21  And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.”
We note that the horns that tear and abuse Israel are all Gentiles - Assyria, Babylonia, Rome and the Neo-Roman Anti-Christ’s so called “One World Empire” – although he doesn't get control of the whole world – Daniel 11:40-45.
APPLICATION

It is seen that there is a general trend towards decadence in the history of nations. A group that rise due to morality or vigour to become an empire over time will tend to degenerate into an arrogant or amoral/immoral society which is consequently judged by God.  This judgment is certain if that empire attacks the Jewish people.
Judgment often comes as an unexpected tragedy to these groups, who have arrogantly believed that they are invincible and no one can touch or destroy them. God’s intervention means man by man’s efforts are not secure and arrogance will be judged especially if that arrogance is directed towards God of God’s people Israel.
DOCTRINES

NEBUCHADNEZZAR - PRIDE

1. SCRIPTURE  2 Kings 24,25; Jeremiah 22:21-39,43-52; 2 Chronicles 36; Daniel 1-4; Ezra.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Nebuchadnezzar was the eldest son of Nabopolassar, the founder of the Chaldean Empire. He married Nitocris whose son-in-law Nabonidus and grandson Belshazzar were the last co-rulers of the empire. Nebuchadnezzar, as the crown prince, led the Babylonian forces that defeated the Egyptians at Carchemish in 605 BC. At this time he brought Daniel and others of the Judean nobility as hostages back to Babylon. On the death of his father he ascended the throne on September 6, 605 BC. Jehoiakim of Judah submitted to him (2 Kings 24:1). He captured Jerusalem on March 16, 597 BC, taking Jehoiakim captive and replacing him with Zedekiah (2 Kings 24:11-20). Zedekiah eventually revolted and he was taken into captivity with the remnant of Judea in 586 BC. Nebuchadnezzar had much contact with Daniel. The Jewish captive with God's help interpreted the visions of the arrogant man in Daniel 2 and of the Tree in Daniel 4. Late in life he suffered from zoantrophy and was in the fields for seven years. He rebelled against God's plan of history by erecting a huge statue of gold on the plain of Dura. Because they would not worship the idol, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were cast into the furnace (Daniel 3). There is some evidence that late in life Nebuchadnezzar became a believer (Daniel 4:34-37). He died in 562 BC.

3. EVALUATION

Using the Daniel passages in chapters 1 - 4 we see Pride and its result. The main cause of Nebuchadnezzar's pride was his position:

a) As conqueror (Daniel 1:1,2).

b) As the taker of hostages (Daniel 1:3-6).

c) As the judge with power of life or death (Daniel 1:10, 2:5).

d) As King of Kings (Daniel 2:37).

e) As the recipient of power, strength and glory (Daniel 2:37).

f) As world ruler (Daniel 2:38).

g) As the controller of religion (Daniel 3:3-6).

h) As a great builder (Daniel 4:30).

4. However, he failed to see that his position was not of his own making but of God, and that God can demote as well as promote:

a) God caused Jehoiakim to fall (Daniel 1:1,2).

b) God gave Nebuchadnezzar his position (Daniel 2:37,38).

c) God gave Nebuchadnezzar the dream of his fall (Daniel 4:13-18).

d) God provided an interpreter (Daniel 4:19-27).

e) He ignored God's direction (Daniel 4:30).

f) God brought Nebuchadnezzar to act as an animal and demoted him (Daniel 4:31-33).

g) Nebuchadnezzar believed and recognised God (Daniel 4:34-37).

5. PRINCIPLES

a) Pride is the worst of all sins (Proverbs 6:16,17).

b) Leaders of men often suffer from pride (2 Chronicles 32:25,26; 1 Timothy 3:6).

c) Pride leads to abuse of power (Isaiah 3:13-16).

d) God controls the destiny of man (Job 1:21).

e) Those who oppress believers will be disciplined by God (1 Kings 21:19).

f) God controls the individual and will not allow continual abuse of power (Amos 4:1-3).

g) Great rulers can be brought down to the dust (Psalm 135:10).

h) The choice is between pride (own will) and the Scriptures (God's will) (Proverbs 8:13).

i) God will respond to the penitent soul (Psalm 51:17).

j) God will have no other gods before Him (Exodus 20:3) - the first commandment.

ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION

1. The Abomination of Desolation is an image erected by the Antichrist in the Temple during the Tribulation. This occurs in the middle of the Tribulation when the covenant with Israel is broken (Daniel 9:27) At this point he violates the temple and begins desolating the people of the remnant

2. It continues for a period of 1290 days (Daniel 12:11). (Apparently staying for 30 days after the end of the Tribulation, since the second half of the Tribulation lasts for 1260 days). These 30 days are involved in the judgment of nations, etc

3. "Abomination of Desolation" begins with the setting up of the image of the beast Daniel 11:31, Revelation 13:14-15.

4. It is a warning sign for the believing Jews to flee to the mountains of southern Jordan (Matthew 24:15-16). 

5. It is said to be standing in the Holy Place. 

6. It is associated with the Gentile takeover of temple in Jerusalem (Revelation 11:1-2). 

7. The Antichrist will sit in the Temple of God claiming to be God in (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4) 2. It is based on the pride of Antichrist who seeks to "alter times and law" by starting his false millennium. - Daniel 7:8,25.

8.  The Antichrist does not stay in the Temple but he is replaced by a living image of him by the False Prophet (Revelation 13:11-15).

9. Two historical prototypes are:

a) Antiochus Epiphanes  King of Syria (BC 168 June to 165  Dec.) places a statue of Zeus Olympus in the temple having violated the Temple in Jerusalem with pigs blood followed by the blood of the priests.

b) Also Caligula (AD 37-41) the Roman Emperor attempted to set up his image in the temple.

KINGDOM:  MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

1. "Thy will be done on earth, " will be fulfilled in the Millennium. (Matthew 6:10)

2. The Kingdom is the Millennium, the first 1,000 years of Jesus' eternal reign. It will be after the second advent, on the old earth. (Revelation 20:4-6)

a) Promised (2 Samuel 7:8-17, Psalm 89:20-33)

b) Prophesied (Isaiah 2:1-5, 2:11, 12, 35, 55, 56, 62:11)

c) Presented (Matthew, Mark, Luke ) Israel, not the church)

d) Postponed Epistles of New Testament (for church age)

e) Proclaimed (Revelation 10) (Angelic herald) (Revelation 11:1-1 4) (Human heralds)

f) Plagiarized (Revelation 13)

g) Perfected (Revelation 11:15-19)

3. Issues relating to the Kingdom

a) The Character of God - will He keep His word to Israel? Yes. Jesus Christ will reign.

b) Unconditional Covenant - will He keep Covenant? Yes. Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, New - all fulfilled in the Millennium.

c) Dispersion of Israel - will He recover them again? Yes. At the second advent.

d) Advent - will He return to earth at the worst period in history? Yes. At the end of the Tribulation.

e) Millennial - The Kingdom of Jesus Christ is eternal, why the emphasis on the first 1,000 years? Jesus will do what Satan has been trying to do for 6,000 years; He will create perfect environment in an instant, as a demonstration to prove that perfect environment is not the answer; regeneration is.

4. Principles from  Micah 4:1-8

a) The Kingdom will be supreme. (Micah 4:1)

b) The Kingdom will be universal. (Micah 4:2)

c) The Kingdom will be peaceful. (Micah 4:3)

d) The Kingdom will secure universal prosperity.(Micah 4:4-5)

e) The nation of Israel ruled by the Lord for the Kingdom. (Micah 4:6-8)

CHAPTER 2

ZECHARIAH 2:1-5

1  I lifted up mine eyes again, and looked, and behold a man with a measuring line in his hand. 2  Then said I, Whither goest thou? And he said unto me, To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof. 3  And, behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and another angel went out to meet him, 4  And said unto him, Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein: 5  For I, saith the LORD, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her. 
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  I lifted up mine eyes again, and looked, and behold a man with a measuring line in his hand. 2  Then said I, Whither goest thou? And he said unto me, To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof. 

In the Scriptures measurements especially regarding Jerusalem occur such as the measuring of the temple in Revelation 11:1-2.  “And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein.  2  But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.”  Again it should be noted that the Gentiles are involved and “pollute” the Temple site at the time of the end. 

In verses 1 and 2 Jesus Christ is the surveyor/assessor, indicating that the Lord is particular about the details of the fate of his people and their city and temple site. The man with the measuring line shows that God is intimately interested in Israel and specifically Jerusalem. God had made unconditional covenants with Israel. This passage shows that after 70 years of captivity, new life is being prepared for the people with the surveyors going out to survey Jerusalem. This shows that Israel has a future even though they are under divine discipline from time to time.
PROPHECY 

JERUSALEM'S EXPANSION

PROPHECY

Jeremiah 31:38-40 (606 BC):   “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that the city shall be built to the Lord from the tower of Hananeel unto the gate of the corner. 39 And the measuring line shall yet go forth over against it upon the hill of Gareb, and shall compass about to Goah. 4O And the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the ashes, and all the fields unto the brook of Kidron unto the corner of the horse gate toward the east, shall be holy unto the Lord; it shall not be plucked up, nor thrown down any more for ever.”
PROPHECY

Zechariah 14:10 (487 BC): 
“All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the king's wine presses.”
FULFILLMENT

"Jerusalem will encompass the Tower of Hananeel - Gate of the Corner - Gareb - Hill Goah - Valley of dead bodies - Ashes - Fields - Brook Kidron - Horse Gate." A study of the expansion of Jerusalem reveals that it has expanded point by point in close relation to the prophecy of Jeremiah 31:38-40, most of the expansion being undertaken in the twentieth century.

At the time of Zechariah there are no intact walls around Jerusalem and there will be no defencible walls until 445 BC. Jerusalem will go for many years without walls and without one shot fired in their direction as they are protected by a wall of fire from the Lord.  2 Kings 6:17.  This is specific divine protection based on application of the Scriptures to a situation.

In verse 2 the measuring of Jerusalem is for the purpose of measuring for the walls for construction purposes. The walls will be constructed by Nehemiah in the mid 4th century BC.

3  And, behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and another angel went out to meet him, 4  And said unto him, Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein: 5  For I, saith the LORD, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her.
In verse 3 we have two angels, the first being an interpreting angel, the second one who comes out to meet him is a messenger from God. This angel gives additional information from the Lord himself.

Commonly in prophecy there are two fulfilments, the prophet was to advise the people of his day who were hearing him but often there was a longer term fulfilment also, or even specifically. An example of this was the early fulfilment of the giving of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 on “all flesh”, all 120 of them, and then the future giving of the Holy Spirit to all people at the start of the Millennium.

The Lord will restore Jerusalem in a similar way to the Lord protecting the Jews at the Second Advent when Jerusalem is almost totally destroyed.

In verse 4 we note that Zechariah is a young man showing that you do not need to be old in years to be able to serve the Lord in an important way. It is not the man it is the message but it is also the maturity of the person and not their physical age which is important.

He is told that Jerusalem will be inhabited without walls, showing protection. This only occurs twice as a sign of prosperity, once historically at the time of Zechariah and through to Nehemiah, and secondly during the 1000 year reign of the Lord Jesus Christ in the Millennium. Both of these periods are those of maximum Bible doctrine in the land. 

Prosperity is shown by a multitude of cattle, which is a symbol of prosperity in an agricultural economy. Combined with that is a population explosion in the region. The word “towns” means that there are going to be many suburbs, that Jerusalem will expand.

In verse 5 God tells them that he is going to be a wall of fire for Jerusalem. They were safe in Jerusalem. There were however many who disobeyed and stayed in Babylon, and so were not under the “wall of fire” principle.   At a human level the walls of Babylon should have givne more protection but the rebellions there against Persian rule will be put down with ferocity and tens of thousands will perish, but unwalled Jerusalem will be safe.
We will see further of this in chapter 4 where “three” hear the message. In 516 BC Babylon revolted and Darius went down and defeated them killing many including Jews who thought themselves safe by the city’s physical walls. There were other rebellions in the 480s and they were ruthlessly crushed as Persia was fighting the Greeks at this time and rebellion was seen as traitorous.  There is no safety for any believer outside the “walls of fire” that God provides.  2 Kings 2:11, 6:17, Psalm 68:20, 115:16, Jeremiah 15:1, 24:4-7.
APPLICATION

God looks after his own even though he also disciplines them if they are rebellious. In Hebrews we are told that whom He loves he chastises as sons in order to bring them back into a position of blessing because out of fellowship we cannot receive blessing.
God protects nations and individuals. With the individual believer the greatest national entity cannot remove you before your time of removal, nor can the greatest surgeons keep you here once your work for the Lord has been completed.

In the case of the nation Israel, God’s protection centres on the number of believers who are active in the Word of God, who are acting as the salt of the earth. Matthew 5:13. However when a client nation becomes degenerate they are disciplined often by heathen nations. 

We need to get our priorities right by putting God first in our lives rather than our own personal ambitions, just as the Jews had to build the Temple first, and all the other things came along as a result.  Matthew 6:33.  “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”

The principle is that, “the battle is the Lord’s”. 1 Samuel 17:47, Psalm 55:22, Ecclesiastes 9:11.  If you have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ you belong to him and he is responsible for you. A promise is no stronger than a person who makes the promise. We are perfectly safe because of the one who makes the promise is perfect and his promises are therefore sure. 

Where are we as believers, are we in Jerusalem safe and being protected by the wall of fire or are we in Babylon protected by physical walls but in an unsafe situation? Are we in fellowship with the Lord in Jerusalem or out of fellowship in Babylon?

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE – BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER

1. Scripture views blessing as a sense of "peace and happiness". Peace (eirene) in the New Testament means both inner tranquillity of soul and great prosperity of Life. This is Paul’s prayer for all believers that they might know the blessing of true God given prosperity. Romans 1:7, 1Corinthians 1:3, 2Corinthians 1:2, Galatians 1:3, Colossians 1:2, Ephesians 1:2, Philippians 1:2, 1Thessalonians 1:1, 2Thessalonians 1:2, 1Timothy 1:2, 2Timothy 1:2, Titus 1:4, Philemon 3

2. To be spiritually minded is peace, (Romans 8:6), i.e. to be thinking as God would have us think. Peace means contentment, tranquillity and spiritual prosperity in life. Paul uses this prayer as a greeting in many of his letters. It is similar to the Hebrew greeting, Shalom, which implies peace and prosperity.
3. Blessing comes by giving God and His righteousness first place. The details of life such as money, house, car, job, marriage partner are then able to be sorted out correctly. Matthew 6:31-34, 1Corinthians 10:13, cf.  Philippians 4:11. 

4. Believers should not have it as their aim in Life to be the richest person in the cemetery. Luke 12:16-21. Having eyes on money first is a foolish thing. Matthew 6:21 cf. James 5:1-6. Godliness and contentment are God's will for your life, irrespective of wealth or possessions (1 Timothy 6:6-12)
5. Our intimate relationship with Jesus Christ is our treasure (2 Corinthians 4:6-7).

6. We have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ - we share everything that He is (Ephesians 1:3)

7. God often uses material blessings to accompany spiritual blessing (3 John 2).  However, we are to be content in all circumstances (Philippians 4:11-13)

8. Blessings from God include such things as:

a) Peace (Psalm 29:11)

b) Comfort (Matthew 5:4)

c) Riches (Proverbs 10:22)

d) Rain (Ezekiel 34:26)

9. The believers who enjoy God's blessings are:

a) Righteous (Psalm 5:12)

b) Just (Proverbs 3:33)

c) Faithful (Proverbs 28:20)

d) Pure in heart (Psalm 24:4,5)

10. God's blessings are secured by:

a) Delighting in His Word (Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1 -3)

b) Obeying the Word (Deuteronomy 28:1,2; James 1:25)

c) Teaching from the Word (Psalm 94:12; Hebrews 12:5-11)

d) Kindness to Jews (Genesis 12:3; Psalm 122:6).

e) Generosity (Proverbs 11:26; Malachi 3:10)

f) Walking in God's way (Psalm 128:1-4)

g) Prayer (James 5:16).

11. There are blessings in the book of the Revelation for those who

a) those who heed the words of the book - 1:3, 22:7

b) those who die in the Lord - 14:13

c) those who are alert in the Tribulation regarding the Second Advent  16:15

d) those who attend the marriage supper of the Lamb - 19:9

e) those who are part of the first resurrection - 20:6

f) those who as believers will have eternal blessings in heaven. - 22:14 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS

1. Divine discipline is the result of a believer disobeying the will of God.

2. God disciplines all true children. Those who are not true children do not know discipline. (Hebrews 12:8; 1 Peter 5:9-10).

3. God's discipline of believers is shown in

a) Old Testament (Proverbs 3:11,12);

b) New Testament (Hebrews 12:3-13; Revelation 3:19).

4. Attitudes towards God's discipline (Hebrews 12:3-15).

a) Think lightly of it (v 5).

b) Faint or become disheartened (v 5).

c) Endure discipline (v 7).

d) Learn and benefit from discipline. (v 11).

5. The effect of God's discipline

a) Discipline blesses the believer (Psalm 94:12)

b) Lives are changed (Hebrews 12:11)

c) It is for a limited time. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

d) It is for the believer's benefit (Hebrews 12:10)

6. The believer who refuses to repent may be disciplined to the extent of death (1 Corinthians 11:30-31, 1 John 5:16)

7. Divine discipline never implies a loss of salvation. Galatians 3:26, 2 Timothy 2:11-13.

COVENANTS

1. A covenant is a contract or agreement between God and man.

2. Some covenants are unconditional - God will fulfil them, irrespective of man's obedience.  Other covenants are conditional upon man's obedience.

3. Christ is central to all of the covenants in Scripture:

a) EDENIC - Christ is the second Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45-47).

b) ADAMIC - Christ is the seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15).

c) NOAHIC - Christ is the greatest son of Shem (Luke 3:36; Genesis 9:23-27).

d) ABRAHAMIC - The seed to whom the promises were made (Genesis 22:18).

e) MOSAIC - He fulfilled this covenant (Matthew 5:17).

f) PALESTINIAN - He lived as a Jew in the land and will inherit the land

g) DAVIDIC - Christ is the King of the Jews and will rule forever (Luke 1:31-33; John 19:19-22).

h) NEW - Christ's sacrifice is its foundation and focus in the Millennium (1 Corinthians 11:25).

COVENANT:  PALESTINIAN COVENANT

1. The Palestinian Covenant deals with the Jews controlling an area of land in the Middle East which was unconditionally given to Abraham. It should be noted that the Jews have never possessed the land as specified, but will do so during the Millennium. (Deuteronomy 30:1-9, Isaiah 11:10-12, Jeremiah 23:3-8, Ezekiel 37:21-25).

2. The Palestinian Covenant gives:

a) Dispersion for disobedience (v 1) (Deuteronomy 28:63-68).

b) The future repentance of Israel (v 2).

c) The return of the Lord (v 3) (Amos 9:9-14; Acts 15:14-17).

d) Restoration to the land (v 5) (Isaiah 11:11,12; Jeremiah 23:3-8; Ezekiel 37:21-25).

e) National conversion (v 6) (Romans 11:26-27; Joel 2:14-16).

f) Judgment of Israel's enemies (v 7) Joel 3:1 -8).

g) National prosperity (v 9) (Amos 9:11-15).

3. It is unconditional - God will fulfil it.

COVENANT:  DAVIDIC COVENANT

1. Israel will have a king forever  2 Samuel 7:8-17.

a) A descendant of  David in the Davidic line (v 12)

b) He will have a kingdom to rule over. (v 12)

c) God will provide a throne. (v 13)

d) The throne will be forever. (vs 13,16)

e) The Davidic Covenant is restated in (v 16)

2. The covenant has one condition - disobedience will be rewarded with discipline but will not cause the cancellation of the covenant. (2 Samuel 7:15; Psalm 89:20-37)

3. Discipline came with the division of the kingdom under Rehoboam. (1 Kings 12:16-20)

4. Discipline continued with the captivity of Samaria in 721 BC and Judah in 586 BC.

5. Since then the only King of David crowned in Jerusalem has been crowned with a crown of thorns. (Matthew 27:29).

6. The Davidic Covenant was confirmed to Mary. (Luke 1:31-33; Acts 2:29-31).

7. The Davidic Covenant will be fulfilled at the Second Advent of Christ when He will commence His everlasting rule with the 1,000 year reign of the Millennium. ((Luke 1:32, Acts 2:29-30, Revelation 20:4-6)

SALT

1. Salt is a preserver and speaks of eternal life.

2. Salt is a seasoner and speaks of the richness of life designed by God for every believer.

3. Salt is the antithesis of leaven. Leaven corrupts, salt preserves.

4. The believer on earth is the salt of the earth in Matthew 5:13. Salt is an unseen preserver.

5. Since believers living in nations are often the reason for the preservation of the nations, when people turn away from God, nations are destroyed.

6. The salt of the covenant - when a contract was drawn up in the ancient world both parties ate salt to seal the contract. The eating of salt depicts receiving salvation.

7. In the ancient world, if your guest ate salt with you, you guaranteed to protect him from harm while he was with you.

GOD - SHEKINAH GLORY

1. The Shekinah glory is the visible manifestation of the presence of God. The usual title used is the glory of God 

2. It is from the Hebrew word "shachan" meaning dwelling.

3. It took the form of light, fire, cloud or a combination of these.

4. At times it is associated with the following, the Angel of Jehovah, the Holy Spirit, The Cherubim and the motif of thick darkness.

5. Appearances of the Shekinah Glory in the Old Testament

a) The Garden of Eden [Genesis 3:8]

b) The time of the Abrahamic Covenant  [Genesis 15:12-18]

c) The burning bush [Exodus 3:1-5]

d) At the Exodus [Exodus 13:21,22]

e) At Mount Sinai [Exodus 19:16-20]

f) The special manifestation to Moses [Exodus 33:17-23]

g) The Tabernacle and the Ark of the Covenant [Exodus 29:42-46]

h) The book of Leviticus [Leviticus 9:6-7, 22-24]

i) The Book of Numbers [Numbers 13:30-14:45, 16:1-50, 20:6-13]

j) The period of Joshua and the Judges [ 1 Samuel 4:21-22]

k) Solomon's Temple [1 Kings 8:1-13, 2 Chronicles 5:2-7:3]

l) The departure of the Shekinah Glory [Ezekiel 1:28, 3:12,23, 8:3-4, 9:3a, 10:4, 18-19, 11:22-23]

m) The Shekinah glory was not in the second Temple Haggai 2:3,9

6. Appearance of the Shekinah Glory in the New Testament.

a) To the Shepherds Luke 2:8-9

b) The Christmas star Matthew 2:1-12

c) It comes in a new form John 1:1-14

d) The transfiguration Matthew 17:1-8, Mark 9:2-8, Luke 9:288-36, 2 Peter 1:16-18

e) The reflection of that glory. 2 Corinthians 3:12-18

f) The Book of the Acts Acts 2:1-3, 9:3-8, 22:6-11, 26:13-18

g) The Revelation Revelation 1:12-16, 

h) In the Tribulation Revelation 15:8

i) The Second Coming of Christ Matthew 16:27, 24:30, Mark 13:26, Luke 21:27

j) The Millennium Ezekiel 43:1-7a, 44:1-2, Zechariah 2:4-5, Isaiah 36:1-2, 58:8-9a, 60:1-3

k) The Eternal State Revelation 21:1-3, 21:23-24

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

1. Whilst God is three persons all three persons have exactly the same essence or character:

a) SOVEREIGNTY

The Father (Ephesians 1:11 , cf Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 6:10, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

The Son (John 5:21, Revelation 19:16)

The Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11 , cf Hebrews 2:4)

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS

The Father (John 17:25)

The Son (Luke 1:35, Hebrews 7:26, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

The Spirit The Holy Spirit

c) JUSTICE

The Father (Job 37:23, cf 8:3)

The Son (Acts 3:14, John 5:22, Revelation 19:11

The Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20)

d) LOVE

The Father (John 3:16)

The Son (Ephesians 5:25, 1 John 3:16)

The Spirit (John 16:7-11, 1 Corinthians 2:10)

e) ETERNAL LIFE

The Father (John 5:26)

The Son (Micah 5:2, cf John 1:1-2, 1 John 5:11

The Spirit (Isaiah 48:16)

f) ALL-KNOWING

The Father (Hebrews 4:13, cf Matthew 11:27, 1 Peter 1:2)

The Son (John 18:4, cf Matthew 9:4, John 2:25, 1 Corinthians 4:5)

The Spirit (Isaiah 11:2, cf 1 Corinthians 2:11

g) EVERYWHERE

The Father (2 Chronicles 2:6)

The Son (Matthew 28:20, cf Ephesians 1:23)

The Spirit (Psalm 139:7)

h) ALL-POWERFUL

The Father (Mark 14:36, cf 1 Peter 1:5)

The Son (Hebrews 1:3, cf Matthew 24:30, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 3:21) 

The Spirit (Romans 15:19)

i) UNCHANGEABLE

The Father (Hebrews 6:17, Psalm 33:11)

The Son (Hebrews 13:8)

The Spirit (John 14:16)

j) TRUTH

The Father (John 7:28, John 17:3)

The Son (1 John 5:20, cf John 1:14, 14:6, Revelation 19:11)

The Spirit (1 John 5:6, cf John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13)

ZECHARIAH 2:6-9

6  Ho, ho, come forth, and flee from the land of the north, saith the LORD: for I have spread you abroad as the four winds of the heaven, saith the LORD. 7  Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon. 8  For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. 9  For, behold, I will shake mine hand upon them, and they shall be a spoil to their servants: and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me.

KEY WORDS
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

6  Ho, ho, come forth, and flee from the land of the north, saith the LORD: for I have spread you abroad as the four winds of the heaven, saith the LORD. 7  Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon. 8  For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. 9  For, behold, I will shake mine hand upon them, and they shall be a spoil to their servants: and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me.

This section deals with those who are not back in the Land. The passage starts with “Ho Ho” which is the equivalent of an officer giving orders to troops. It is saying most strongly, “take notice of this”. It is a military phrase to move these people out of Babylon. It is in the imperative mood, which means that it is an order.

It says to flee from the land of the north. This may seem to be incorrect because Babylon is not north of Jerusalem but because of the desert which separates Babylon from Jerusalem one in the ancient world had to travel to the north from Babylon before travelling south to Jerusalem. 

The author as a young man travelled across from Jerusalem to Baghdad near Babylon following the sealed roads near the oil pipe line across the desert and can vouch for the inhospitable nature of the country if one tried to cross directly without a motor vehicle.
“Spreading abroad” deals with the dispersion of the Jews by God using Nebuchadnezzar of Chaldea while deliver thyself is targeted towards the Jewish remnant which has not followed the command to go back to Jerusalem and has stayed in Babylon.  All who stayed in Babylon after the return of the Exiles were disobedient and many died in the rbellions that occurred over the next forty years.  The survivors did repent and joined Nehemiah and Ezra and returned in the 550s and 440s and were saved.
Deliver thyself is a niphal imperative of malat meaning to deliver or rescue. The niphal stem is passive so the order is to receive deliverance by leaving Babylon. The deliverance is by God through grace, but is to be received through obedience to God’s clear instructions. Many people get the idea that they should wait around for God to do something, sitting on a park bench until a job falls into their laps. Deliverance is there but they have to obey the Lord’s commands and walk in his paths for them, and utilise all provided resources. If you do not have your security behind the “wall of fire” of God’s plan for you, then you have no security. They have to remove themselves from the city of Babylon.

Within a couple of years of being told this, disaster struck Babylon, which had revolted against the Medio Persian empire resulting in Darius sacking the city and putting many of the people, including resident Jews to the sword. Many of the Jews who rejected this message got caught. In 518 BC the remnant of the aristocracy of the old Babylonian Empire is going to be wiped out never to rise again.
After this there is going to be a reckoning and the Lord is going to go to the nations and destroy them. Because they had been arrogant with the Jews God was going to give them extra discipline. He said that he who touches you touches the pupil of my eye. Deuteronomy 22:10, Zechariah 2:8. The word translated apple is in fact pupil and means that the Lord has the Jews in his attentive focus. The word pupil was changed to apple by the rabbis.
In verse 9 we have the principle of God punishing anti Semitism with the conquerors becoming the conquered, and they will all eventually recognise that God has sent Jesus Christ.  Zechariah 12:10ff.
APPLICATION

It is of the greatest importance for the Christian to be in the correct geographical position as far as the Plan of God is concerned. In the author’s experience the choice has had to be made from time to time to proceed on missions which from a human point of view was a far more hazardous thing to do than to stay at home in what one would see as a safe environment. One of these included going to a location where most of the missionaries were apparently going in the opposite direction due to bombs going off and threats of terror. Here I was asked, “why did you come?” I answered I had come because the Lord had guided me to do so. The mission was successful and I was protected.
Those who stayed behind in Babylon could be compared with Lot who was so involved with the world and its apparent riches that he escaped with nothing while those going to Jerusalem could be compared with Noah who followed God’s instructions amid ridicule and gained everything.

We need to remember that we have an active role to undertake in the Plan for our life, and our role with interaction with others. We do not wait around for work to be put in our lap neither do we go so rapidly ahead that we get ahead of the plan. In the case of the college there has been a series of steps, study, missions, writing of books and the opening up of learning centres which have followed one after another over a period of 20+ years.

It is the height of foolishness to become anti Semitic because even though the Jews are out under dispersion due to discipline from God they are still in the centre of the focus of the Lord’s eyes and those who discipline them without the sanction of God will themselves be disciplined by God.
DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE

1.  Obedience is better than offerings (1 Samuel 15:22; Proverbs 21:3; 28:9).  If we are not in God's will, any "worship" we offer is unacceptable.

2.  Obedience is something you have to learn.  The basic training in obedience has to start in childhood.  As it says in (Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16) "Honour your father and your mother. " (Proverbs 4:3,4; 22:6; 29:15-17; Hebrews 5:8)

3.  Teaching your child obedience is an act of love (Proverbs 3:12; 19:18; 23:13-14).

4.  We have to obey those who are in authority over us (Exodus 20:12; 22:28; Leviticus 19:3; Deuteronomy 5:16; Romans 13:1-5; Ephesians 6:1-5; Colossians 3:18-22; Titus 3:1).

5.  Those in authority have been put in that position by God (Romans 13:1).

6.  Obedience to those in authority is obedience to God (Proverbs 24:21; Ephesians 6:7; Colossians 3:23-24; Romans 13:5).

7.  Disobedience to those in authority is disobedience to God (Romans 1:30; 13:2).

8.  But when we are ordered to do something that is against God's Will we have to disobey (Acts 4:19; 5:40-42).

9. The fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16) is the only commandment with a promise (Proverbs 10:17; Ephesians 6:1-3).  Social life in a society is only possible when the people in it have learned to obey.

10.  If this commandment is ignored, if the authority of the family is denied or not exercised, society will quickly slide into anarchy (Isaiah 3:12; Proverbs 29:21; 30:21-23; Romans 1:30).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  WALKING AND LIVING IN THE LIGHT

1. Light is a metaphor of God's manifestation in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and his work. John 1:4, 8:12, 9:5, 12:46

2. The Lord's coming was prophesied in Isaiah 49:6 cf Acts 13:47

3. Light was seen in the darkness of the world. Matthew 4:16, Luke 2:32

4. The Lord brought life and light to the gospel. 2 Timothy 1:10

5. We as believers are light bearers Matthew 5:14-16, or sons of the light . John 12:36. The Lord is to be seen in us.

6. We are children of the light 1 Thessalonians 5:5, 1 Peter 2:9, Ephesians 5:8, John 11:9,10

7. Doctrine is the light of the soul 1 Peter 1:19.

8. Satan is an angel of light and the distorter of the truth. 2 Corinthians 11:14.

9. Satan's strategy is to outshine the true light with his own false gospel 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

10. The Lord's resurrection body was composed of light Matthew 17:2.

GOD:  DIVINE GUIDANCE:  THE WILL OF GOD

1. Three categories of will in history

a) Divine will (sovereignty)

b) Angelic will.

c) Human will.

2. Main areas of the will of God (1 John 3:23)

a) For the unbeliever - salvation (2 Peter 3:9)

b) For the believer - spirituality (Ephesians 5:18)

3. Christ has free will (Matthew 26:42, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

a) No free will in mankind would imply no free will in Christ.

b) The basic principles of divine guidance however is based on the fact that man possesses free will to choose for or against God.

4. Type of will of God as related to the human race (e.g. Balaam)

a) Directive (Numbers 22:12) -what God directs.

b) Permissive (Numbers 22:20) - What God allows

c) Overruling (Numbers 23) - When God overrules

5. Principles of Guidance

a) Knowledge of biblical principles in the believer (Psalm 32:8, Proverbs 3:1-6, Isaiah 58:11, Romans 12:2)

b) Surrender and filling of the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:13, Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 5:17-18, 1 John 1:9)

c) Growth - to eat meat and not rely on milk (1 Corinthians 3:1-4)

6. Categories of the will of God

a) Viewpoint will of God - What does He want me to think?

b) Operational will of God - What does He want me to do?

c) Geographical will of God - Where does He want me to be?

7. An example of the will of God (Acts 11) - the Guidance of Peter

a) Guidance through prayer (vs 5)

b) Guidance through the mind (vs 6)

c) Guidance through the word (vs 7-10)

d) Guidance through providential circumstances (vs 11)

e) Guidance through the filling of the Spirit (vs 12)

f) Guidance through fellowship and comparison of data (vs 13-15)

g) Guidance through remembering Scripture (vs 16)

LOT - CARNALITY

1. SCRIPTURE: Genesis 11:27, 19:36; Luke 17:28.36; 2 Peter 2:7-9.

2. BIOGRAPHY: 

Lot was the nephew of Abraham, the son of Haran (Genesis 11:27,31; 12:5). He was born in Ur of the Chaldees and migrated to the city of Haran with his grandfather Terah and his uncle and aunt, Abram and Sarai.  After the death of Terah at Haran (Genesis11 :32), Lot continued into the land of Canaan and Egypt with Abram.  In Canaan, Lot prospered, concentrating on cattle production.  With Abram also becoming wealthy in cattle, problems broke out between their employees because of a lack of grazing land.  As a result, Lot and Abram parted ways: Lot choosing to descend into the plains near the Dead Sea and Sodom (Genesis 13:11).  The cities of the plains were raided and routed by the four kings from the east under Chedorlaomer, Lot being captured with all his goods and taken towards Damascus. Abraham, hearing of his nephew's plight, pursued Chedorlaomer and defeated him; rescuing Lot, who proceeded to move into Sodom.  

Because of its wickedness, God determined to destroy Sodom and its sister town Gomorrah. Abraham, warned by messengers from God, pleaded for its preservation (Genesis18:23-32). The messengers proceeded into Sodom to arrange for Lot to be spared from the approaching judgement.  Lot showed weakness of character by offering a lusting homosexual mob his virgin daughters rather than his male guests.  Lot left Sodom with his wife and two daughters and went to the city of Zoar (Genesis19:23), the only city of the five plains cities not destroyed by God.  Lot relocated to a cave near Zoar where his daughters made him drunk and committed incest on successive nights; their union creating the Moabite and Ammonite nations.  Ruth, an ancestor of David and Jesus, was a Moabite. Despite his failings, Lot is called a righteous man (2 Peter 2:7.9).

3. EVALUATION

On their return from Egypt, Lot looks across the plains (Genesis 13:11).

He sees it is well-watered, garden-like, just like Egypt (Genesis 13:10).

He separates from Abram (Genesis 13:12).

Lot goes to dwell in the cities with unbelievers (Genesis 13:12).

Sodom was a very wicked place (Genesis 13:13).

Judgement by military defeat is inflicted on the city of Sodom and Lot is taken captive (Genesis 14:12).

Lot is rescued by his uncle Abram (Genesis 14:16).

He returns, however, to live in Sodom (Genesis 19:1).

Messengers from God arrive to warn him and have to be strongly persuaded to stay with him (Genesis 19:2,3).

Homosexuals crowd around his house (Genesis 19:4,5).

Whilst protecting his visitors from their lustful advances, he offers his unmarried daughters to the mob (Genesis 19:7,8).

Lot tries to warn his sons-in-law but they laugh at him (Genesis 19:14).

Lot is led out of Sodom and goes to Zoar (Genesis 19:15-22).

God judges Sodom (Genesis 19:24).

He dwells in the mountains with his daughters and they commit incest (Genesis19:30-38).

4. PRINCIPLES

Lot and Abram are contrasting figures. Lot is carnal while Abraham is spiritual.

The carnal person :

i) Views life's problems through physical eyes (Colossians 3:2).

ii) Chooses what seems best from a human viewpoint (Mark 10:22).

iii) Leaves believing companions to dwell with unbelievers (Luke 15:13).

iv) He ignores gross immorality and has no discernment (I Corinthians 5:9).

v) He shares by association the judgement of unbelievers (Acts 2:40).

vi) Even though rescued, he falls back into bad associations (2 Peter 2:22).

vii) He has no sense of protection, and compromises with wickedness (I Corinthians 15:33).

viii) He has no impact with unbelievers (Joshua 7:11-13).

ix) He can get involved in highly immoral acts (Galatians 5:16.18).

God, however, protects the carnal believer (Luke 15:4.7).

God still regards Lot as a righteous man because he is a believer. Lot was not lost.

NOAH - OBEDIENCE

1. SCRIPTURE  Genesis 5:29 - 9:29.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Noah, whose name means "to rest", was born approximately 3000 BC. He was the tenth generation from Adam, being the son of Lamech in the line of Seth, the regenerate line. He lived to be 950 years of age and was a contemporary with Abram for some 50 years near the turn of the second millennium BC (Genesis 9:29). We are told of three sons of Noah: Ham Shem and Japheth (Genesis 6:10) who were all regenerate as were their wives. Noah was righteous (Genesis 6:9), having the righteousness that comes from faith (Hebrews 11:7) and close communion with God (Genesis 6:9). Noah attempted to evangelise in his area but completely without success outside his family (2 Peter 2:5). When Noah was 480 years old God informed him of the forthcoming judgment of the flood which was to occur 120 years later (Genesis 6:3, 7:11). 

During this period Noah constructed the Ark under God's direction and to His specification. He preserved the animal kingdom, ensuring continuity of the human race and animals on the earth. Subsequent to the flood, Noah prophesied the future of the human race as descendants from his three sons (Genesis 9:25-27). One of his greatest characteristics was obedience to God's will irrespective of human wisdom or ridicule.

3. EVALUATION

a) The Lord gives a warning to the world that judgment would come on the earth in 120 years (Genesis 6:3).

b) Noah was a believer and had a pure lineage from Adam, being not perverted by the wickedness of the world current at that time (Genesis 6:8,9).

c) He had three sons:  Ham, Shem and Japheth (Genesis 6:10).

d) God advises Noah of the Ark's dimensions (Genesis 6:14-16).

e) God makes a covenant with Noah through the provision of the Ark (Genesis 6:18).

f) Noah obeys God and builds the Ark (Genesis 6:22).

g) God instructs Noah regarding unclean and clean animals to be placed in the Ark (Genesis 6:19-21, 7:2-5).

h) After embarkation God closes the door (Genesis 7:13-16).

i) The storm breaks (Genesis 7:11,12).

j) The judgment of the flood (Genesis 7:17-23).

k) The flood abates and dry land seen (Genesis 8:1-5).

l) The dove has three flights (Genesis 8:6-12).

m) Noah builds an altar as his first act. God is pleased, with the offering (Genesis 8:20-22).

n) Man given dominion by fear over the animal kingdom and allowed to eat meat (Genesis 9:1-4).

o) God gives the first rainbow to show His faithfulness and covenant with Noah (Genesis 9:10-17).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) God always gives grace before judgment. This is demonstrated clearly in the book of Revelation (Exodus 20:6).

b) God has a special relationship with believers (Romans 8:16).

c) God's instructions are the means of our eternal existence. Salvation (John 3:16) by faith alone; Fellowship (1 John 1:9) by confession of sins, etc. We live by principles, promises, doctrines applied to our lives by obedience to God's will (Psalm 119:1-3).

d) Ridicule by the world requires obedience rather than embarrassment (Romans 1:16; Matthew 5:11,12).

e) God provides the obedient believer a way of escape. He protects us in our testing (1 Corinthians 10:13).

f) God provides eternal security. He closed the door (John 10:27-30).

g) God judges the unbeliever or disobedient believer (Hebrews 3:16-19).

h) Noah shows an obedient attitude in sacrificing to God as soon as he disembarks (Matthew 6:33).

i) God confirms His promise to His obedient servant with a perfect rainbow, one of seven colours, God's perfect number (Hebrews 13:5).

WORLD

1. World under control of Satan:

a) ruler of this world (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11)

b) god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4)

c) he deceives the world (Revelation 12:9).

d) Satan is filling the world with his propaganda (1 Timothy 4:1).

2. Jesus Christ created earth (Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 45:18). He gave control to original mankind (Genesis 1:28) but man lost it at the fall (Genesis 3:6).

3. Sin and spiritual death are the basis of Satan's rule over this world. Therefore, God so loved the world that He gave a Saviour (John 3:16), hence Christ as a title in this connection. Christ is the light of the world (John 8:12; 9:5).

4. Therefore Christ is the saviour of the world (John 3:17; 4:42; 1 John 4:14).  The Saviour who gave His life for the' world (John 6:33); hence Christ has a title in this connection.  Christ is the light of the world (John 8:12; 9:5).

5. Therefore Christ has overcome the world (John 16:33), so that the believer can overcome the world (1 John 5:4,5).

6. Consequently believers in Christ must not love the world (1 John 2:15,16).  Nor must believers conform to the world (Romans 12:2).  Worldliness is what you think, which may be demonstrated by what you do.

7. World control by Satan will stop at the Second Advent.  However, believers will continue forever (1 John 2:17).

8. Also, the Word of God abides forever (1 Peter 1:23,25), and is designed to overcome the ruler of this world (1John 2:14). Therefore, not conforming to the world and overcoming the world are accomplished through Bible doctrine, by which God has made foolish the wisdom of the world (1 Corinthians 1:20; 3:19).

9. It is therefore of greatest importance that the believer's attitude is based on the Word of God (Philippians 2:5; 2Timothy 1:7; Isaiah 26:3,4; Philippians 4:7; 2 Corinthians 10:4,5; 1 Corinthians 2:16; 2 Corinthians 1:5,6,8).

10. Backsliding is characterised as friendship with the world (James 4:4).

WORLDLINESS

1. Worldliness  means to follow the beliefs and philosophy of man rather than that of God

2. Worldliness is the opposite to Godliness;  it is thinking/doing in opposition to God's revealed word. Titus 2:11-14.

3. All people are faced with the constant choice of following God's way or the world's. Romans 5:12, 3:19, 1 Corinthians 1:21, Ephesians 2:12,  James 1:27, 2 Peter 1:4, 2:20.

4. Satan is the "prince of this world", and has power to deceive those who are negative to God's plans.  John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, 1 Corinthians 4:4, 1 Peter 5:8,9.

5. We must not love the world, 1 John 2:15-17.

6. We must hate all the world stands for, in thought and in deed. 1 Corinthians 5:9-13, 11:30-32, Galatians 6:14, James 1:27, James 4:4, 2 Peter 1:3,4, 1 Corinthians 3:18, 19. 

7. We must not return to our old behaviour patterns, Ephesians  2:1-7.

8. This evil world system and the prince of this world will be condemned. Matthew 18:7, John 12:31, 16:11, 1 Corinthians 6:2, 2 Peter 3:7, 2 Peter 2:1ff.

ZECHARIAH 2:10-13

10  Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the LORD. 11  And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto thee. 12  And the LORD shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem again. 13  Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD: for he is raised up out of his holy habitation.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

10  Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the LORD. 11  And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto thee. 12  And the LORD shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem again. 13  Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD: for he is raised up out of his holy habitation.

In verse 10 “sing and rejoice” is literally shout and rejoice. The word for rejoice, Samach, is one of outward happiness. This passage deals with the Second Advent and the setting up of the Millennial Reign of Christ. 

It is clear that He is going to come back and live among His people. During the 1000 years there will be perfect environment. There will be a lack of sickness, death, poverty, injustice, and environmental catastrophes and yet at the end of this period unbelievers who have been born to the believers who commence this period will revolt against the Lord under the leadership of Satan.   Revelation 20:1-9.
In verse 11 the phrase “many nations” could also be translated “many Gentiles” as the word “goy” covers both. In any case the Nations or Gentiles are believers who have a relationship with the Lord. They survive the Baptism of Fire at the end of the Tribulation.

In these verses it is seen that Jesus Christ is going to dwell or have His habitation among His people and fulfil to the Jews the so far unfulfilled promises to them. He is going to choose Jerusalem again which indicates the termination of the dispersion or 5th cycle of discipline.

The phrase “Be silent” in verse 13 “Hasah” is in the Pihel imperative. This deals with the concentration ordered on learning the truths or doctrines of the Lord. The Pihel stem is an intensive stem and the imperative mood is a command. It demands concentration. They are commanded to learn and apply the doctrines of God. The Plan of God calls for a worship response before the Lord

APPLICATION

The Millennial reign of the Lord Jesus Christ is a literal one thousand year reign on this earth where the Lord will return as the King of the Jews to fulfil the Davidic and Palestinian covenants.
Perfect environment whilst desirable is not the answer to man’s problems as demonstrated by the revolt at the end of the Millennium. Perfect environment is not required or even helpful to enter heaven, regeneration is.

It is noted that the end of the dispersion or 5th cycle of discipline relates to the provision of a Temple or the presence of Christ on the earth as the period of desolations was not complete until 516 BC even though there were Jews back in the land.  In a similar manner while there are a significant number of Jews back in the land at the present time the Jews are still under the 5th cycle of discipline and will remain so until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Part of the legitimate worship of the Lord is to learn, understand and apply doctrine to our lives. We are told to be silent before the Lord 

DOCTRINES

HAPPINESS:  HAPPINESS AND EXPERIMENTS IN ECCLESIASTES

1. This is the state of well being in the soul when the person is content in whatever situation they find themselves.

2. True happiness is unrelated to the circumstances of life.  Philippians 4:11, 12, Hebrews 13:5, 6.  

3. The Lord has promised to provide everything we NEED.  2 Corinthians 9:8.

4. Even in pain and persecution the truly mature believer can be happy. 1 Peter 3:14,  4:14, Psalms 146:5,  Proverbs 16:20,  28:14.

5. The more we know God the more truly happy we will be in this life Psalms 43:4,  1 Timothy 6:15, 16.

6. Many consider that great wealth, position or education will ensure happiness.  King Solomon searched for happiness in all of these things, and concluded that true happiness can only be found in God.

a) EXPERIMENT 1 - EDUCATION (Ecclesiastes 1:12-18)

i) Solomon introduces himself as the king and states that he undertook many educational courses. By hard study he attains a high standard in all his subjects but finds, with improved vocabulary, he is able to explain more to others how sad he is.
ii) Solomon's conclusion on education - "All vanity and vexation of spirit" (v 14). Education does not produce happiness.

b) EXPERIMENT 2 - PLEASURE (Ecclesiastes 2:1 -11)

i) Having spent time with study, Solomon decides to relax and pursue pleasure. He seeks pleasure in laughter (v 2), wine (v 3), great buildings (vs 4-6), servants (vs 7-9).

ii) Solomon's conclusion:  "All vanity and vexation of spirit" (v 11). Pleasure does not produce happiness.

c) EXPERIMENT 3 - A POSTERITY (Ecclesiastes 2:12-26)

i) Solomon reflects that when his time came he would die just as the foolish man. When that day came, unless he had a number of children, he would be forgotten, together with his works. Solomon becomes depressed. He is sleepless at night and comes to the conclusion that one should eat, drink and be merry to eke out a little happiness.

ii) Solomon's conclusion:  "all vanity and vexation of spirit" (v 26). Posterity does not produce happiness.

d) EXPERIMENT 4 - PHILOSOPHY (Ecclesiastes 3:1-22)

i) Solomon, in his philosophy, starts with facts and degenerates through rationalism to agnosticism.

ii) He commences with looking at man in time. God's eternal existence, provision and future judgment of the world is given. (vs 13-15). By (v 19) however, Solomon has degenerated to common origin evolution that man is just another member of the animal kingdom and his future destiny is exactly the same as the animals (v 20).

iii) He arrives at agnosticism (v 21) and finally humanism (v 22) where he "perceives [that there is nothing better than a man should rejoice in his own works".

iv) Solomon concludes this in (Chapter 4) with "This also is vanity and vexation of spirit." Philosophy does not produce happiness.

e) EXPERIMENT 5 - MONEY (Ecclesiastes 5:10-16)

i) Solomon who was one of the richest people who ever lived, soon concludes that money or wealth does not bring happiness. He finds that wealth does not satisfy (v 10), you support more and more people (v 11), you do not sleep well at night (v 12). When you die you cannot take your wealth with you (v 15).

ii) Solomon concluded money does not produce happiness.

f) EXPERIMENT 6 - A GOOD REPUTATION (Ecclesiastes 7:1-15)

i) With the forming of a good reputation over a long period of time, it is necessary to act in a sober, serious way (vs 2-5) rather than in a light-hearted, flippant way. By (v 15) however, Solomon has found that a good reputation does not ensure success or happiness.

ii) Solomon concluded a good reputation does not produce happiness.

g) EXPERIMENT 7 - MORALITY (Ecclesiastes 8:9-15)

i) Solomon observes that whilst the wicked will be punished in life many times, the wicked succeed and prosper to the human eye whilst the moral do not. He believes this is not fair (v 14) and as a consequence, returns to his solution of eating, drinking and making merry.

ii) Solomon concludes that morality does not produce happiness.

7. THE TRUE SOURCE OF HAPPINESS (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14)

Having examined a whole range of ways which the world believes will make you happy, Solomon concludes:  "Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment with every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil. " In this, Solomon is reflecting the principle of (Joshua 1:8).

JUDGMENT:  BAPTISM OF FIRE

1. The Baptism of Fire is mentioned in 3 passages- (Matthew 3:11-12; 24:36-41, Luke 3:16-17, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8).

2. It refers to the judgment and removal of all unbelievers from the earth at the Second Advent.  In this way, only believers who survive the Tribulation, and resurrection saints, will enter the Millennial Kingdom.

3. There are parables of the baptism of fire in:

(Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) - (the Wheat and the Tares)

(Matthew 13:47-50) - (the good and bad fish)

(Matthew 25:1-13) - (the Ten Virgins)

4. The Jewish baptism of fire is mentioned in (Ezekiel 20:34-48, Isaiah 1:25-26, Matthew 3:7-12)

5. The Gentile baptism of fire in (Matthew 25:31-46) (the sheep and the goats)

6. At the baptism of fire the books that are opened in (Daniel 7:10) are the ones that contain the names of unbelievers who have accepted the strong delusions from Satan during the Tribulation (2 Thessalonians 2:11-12)

DISPENSATIONS: THE TRIBULATION OR THE TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE

1. The Tribulation is actually the last seven years of the Age of Israel (see above)

2. General Scripture (Revelation 4-19)

3. Limits:  Rapture to Second Advent

4. Characteristics:

a) Length of Age - 7 years. (Daniel 9:27)

b) Means of Salvation - faith in Christ.

c) Scripture - completed Canon.

d) Evangelists - 144,000 Jewish evangelists (Revelation 7). Also angelic evangelists (Revelation 14:6-7)

e) Major judgments - a succession of judgments upon the unbelieving world  (Matthew 24:21)

f) At death believers - Heaven (Revelation 15:12)

g) At death unbelievers - Torments, Hades.

h) Priesthood - specialised priesthood - Jews.

i) The Law - no Law (Matthew 5:17)

j) Holy Spirit - assists believers but does not indwell.

k) Environment - sinful - Antichrist and Satan rule the whole world.

l) Satan - in Heaven or on earth for first 3 1/2 years; cast down to earth for second 3 1/2 years (Revelation 12:9)

m) Rebellion - Armageddon, one world political and religious system

n) Spirituality- resting in the promises of God.

o) Three sets of Judgments - seals (Revelation 6), trumpets (Revelation 8), judgments (Revelation 15,16)

SALVATION:  REGENERATION:  BORN AGAIN

1. General Scripture - (John 3:5-8) 'Ye must be born again [born from above]  (v7). You are born of the Spirit. (v8) We then become new creatures in Christ.

2. Natural man cannot understand spiritual phenomenon (1 Corinthians 2:14). He lacks the ability to enter the Kingdom of God. (John 3:5). They are unable to please God. (Romans 8:7, 8)

3. New birth is a creation of the Holy Spirit. (John 1:12, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 2:10, 4:24). Through the Holy Spirit we become aware that we are joint heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:16, 17)

4. The requirement for the new birth is belief on Christ, that He is crucified and risen. (John 1:12, 3:16-18,36). New birth occurs at the instant of belief.

5. Through new birth (Regeneration) the believer lives in Christ, and Christ in the believer. (Galatians 2:20, Ephesians 2:10, 4:24, 1 Peter 1:23-25, 1 John 5:10-12).

6. Once you are born you cannot be unborn.

CHAPTER 3

ZECHARIAH 3:1-5
1  And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. 2  And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 3  Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel. 4  And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment. 5  And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD stood by. 
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
After the end of the captivity in Babylon the Jews had three areas of leadership; the political leadership of Zerubbabel who was descended from David, the prophets Zechariah and Haggai, and the priestly leadership with Joshua the High Priest from the tribe of Levi.
This chapter deals with Joshua the High Priest and the priesthood. There were actually 13 tribes in Israel with the two sons of Joseph receiving full tribe status. Of these tribes one, the tribe of Levi was chosen to be the priestly tribe and so was not numbered as one of the twelve to inherit the land.  All are still in the statement “Twelve Tribes”.  James 1:1.
Because of his very cruel attitude Levi was put under a curse that he would never inherit the Land, yet cursing became blessing. In Number 16:5ff they had to be chosen by God to serve forever, with Aaron as the first high priest.
Moses may have been scheduled to be the High Priest but he had not circumcised his sons and because of this rejection of the Word of God to him later, God put him under the sin unto death. Moses had two sons whose children eventually served the Lord, as the descendants of Gershom, but Aaron had four sons two of whom became the forefathers of the Levitical High Priesthood. Refer to the EBCWA Commentary on Exodus 4, and Exodus 18.
In verse 1 Zechariah is shown the high priest Joshua. Here he is standing before the altar before the Angel of Jehovah with Satan challenging his right to be able to function as a High Priest because of the dirt of sin covering him. The phrase “to resist” is the Hebrew word Satan and means to accuse him. Literally Satan was at His right hand to “satan/resist” him.   He remains the accuser of the brethren.  Revelation 12:10.
The word “resist” is in the infinitive mood which indicates that it was Satan’s purpose to accuse Joshua. He points out that Joshua has committed personal sins and as such is not eligible to act as the High Priest of Israel. Hosea 6:9, Micah 3:11, Jeremiah 5:31.  Satan’s aim is to try and show that the priesthood had no right to function and thwart the Plan of God by doing so. By implication if he cannot function through personal sin then the construction of the Temple should stop.
However Satan’s challenge is rejected and he is told that God has selected Jerusalem and that Joshua is a person who is a believer covered by the blood. He is no longer under eternal judgment. He is a brand plucked from the burning. Joshua has passed the point of propitiation using the grace of God. By choosing Jerusalem it implies that God’s dispersion of the Jews is now over and it is His will that a Temple in Jerusalem will function. 

However Joshua has a problem as in God’s sight his white robes, portraying symbolically the righteousness of God, are covered in excrement. He therefore is not presentable for service as there are items in his life which need cleaning up. In this condition he was in no condition to be able to serve the Lord so Satan had quite a powerful case to propose.
The fact that Joshua’s white robes are covered in excrement is evidence that his life has been sinful and there has been no confession of sin for cleansing. 1 John 1:5-9. In verse 4 however his filthy garments are taken from him and Joshua becomes clothed in white linen showing he is now eligible for service. 

The removal of the polluted garments is seen as a sign that the iniquity, or condemnation because of sins, has now been taken away from Joshua and he is now in a condition where he is able to minister for God. He is the recipient of God’s love. It should be noticed that it is God who provides the clean clothes as he forgives because of what the Lord has done on the Cross.  Psalm 103:8-16.
The word remove in relation to the clothes in verse 4 is in the hithpahel stem which is causative meaning cause them to be removed whilst the removal of the iniquity is in the perfect tense meaning it has been completely removed. Adam and Eve after the fall put on fig leaves to clothe themselves but it was not a solution, it was human good which is filthy rags the sight of God.  Isaiah 64:1-9.  They had become humanly speaking respectable. They had spiritually however filthy garments, on which was sin and evil, and it had to be solved God’s way, with coats of skin (blood shed) provided by God. It continues “I will clothe” which is in the infinitive showing purpose. This is in fact the High Priest’s uniform.
In verse 5 Zechariah gets excited about his cousin getting back into fellowship and said to him, “do not forget your hat”, or high priest’s head dress.
APPLICATION

In our own righteousness none of us are able to stand in front or represent a completely holy God. We are imperfect and God is totally perfect.

At salvation we receive the imputed righteousness of Christ so that we are acceptable to God. As we are in Christ we are loved as much by the Father as he loves His own Son.
It was very important for the spiritual leader to be able to lead the nation before God. As goes Joshua so goes the nation Israel. It is important as believers that we keep short accounts with God.

Satan introduces a false sense of human merit as being able to serve God while Christ introduces His own merit as the means of serving God. The turban or priests hat is now placed on his head and he is clothed with new garments so that He is able to function as the High Priest.
DOCTRINES

PRIESTS:  LEVITICAL PRIESTHOOD

1. Aaron was the first appointed High Priest in the Levitical priesthood. (Exodus 28:1, Numbers 18:7, 8).

2. In the Levitical priesthood sons followed their father by physical birth into the priesthood.

3. Any descendants of Aaron who had physical defects were eliminated (Leviticus 21:21-23)

4. The function of the Levitical priesthood

a) To teach the law (Leviticus 10:11)

b) To offer the sacrifices (Leviticus 9)

c) Maintain the tabernacle. (Numbers 18:3) (Levites)

d) To function in the Holy Place where they changed the shewbread and trimmed the candlestick. (Exodus 30:7-8, Leviticus 24:5-8)

e) They inspected diseased persons in order to declare them unclean. (Leviticus 13, 14)

f) They acted as the supreme court of the land and judged major controversies. (Deuteronomy 17:8, 19:17, 21:5)

g) Priestly blessings. (Numbers 6:22)

5. Some priests also received the office of prophet.  Eg - Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Zechariah.

6. The tribe of Levi

a) The Levites descended from Levi who was chosen by God for the care and protection of holy things. (Numbers 3:5 ff, 8:14-19)

b) The first-born of all tribes of Israel were consecrated to the Lord. They were ransomed back by five shekels of silver, this money paying for the tribe of Levi who were their representatives.

c) The period of service for the Levites was from 25 to 50 years of age because of the tremendous pressures of being involved in spiritual activity.

d) The function of the Levites:-

i) To preserve the law, transmit it for posterity, constantly writing out the scripture. (Leviticus 10:11, Nehemiah 8:9, Ezekiel 44:23)

ii) They were to assist the priests in the service of the tabernacle and later the temple. (Numbers 18:4)

iii) There were two tasks that were not done by the Levites. The hewing of wood and fetching of the water by the Gibeonites. (Joshua 9:21) The gatekeepers. (1 Chronicles 26:1, 19)

iv) Classification of the Levites:-

Kohath responsible for the ark, table of shewbread, the two altars, the lamp stand, the sacred vessel and the veil. Gershom, for the coverings, hangings from the tabernacle, the doors. Merari, for the planks, the bars, the pillars, the sockets, the pins and the cords.

v) The Levites were responsible for the transportation of the tabernacle.

vi) The Levites were also responsible for all the music.

7. Dress of the High Priest (Exodus 28)

Except on ceremonial occasions, the dress of the priests and the high priest was no different from that of the common people. On ceremonial occasions the High Priest's uniform consisted of the following:  white linen shorts, a white linen coat approximately hip length, a belt in the same colour as the curtains - white, blue, scarlet and purple, a turban-like cap with a golden crown inscribed 'Holy to Jehovah' (his badge of rank), an ephod of blue lavishly embroidered with colours, a breastplate of gold and cloth with the twelve stones representing the tribes engraved with their names and fastened with gold clasp. (see Priestly Garments).

8. The consecration of the priests and High Priests described in (Exodus 29)

9. The Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16) On that high holy day, the high priest donned his ceremonial robes and entered the Tabernacle where he sprinkled the blood of the bullock of the sin offering for himself over the top of the mercy seat. (v6, 14). 

If he emerged from the Holy of Holies his priesthood was assured for another year. He re-entered a second time with the blood of the goat of the sin offering for the people to do likewise for them. His return to the Israelites signified that he had obtained national pardon. The people of Israel were spared. (v30).

10. The descendants of the High Priest

a) Succession occurred upon the officiating high priest's death with the eldest surviving son's installation. (Numbers 20:28)

b) The line was promised to pass down through Phinehas eldest son of Eleazer, the son of Aaron. (Numbers 25:10-13). Eli was a legitimate priest and descendant of Ithmar, but not an high priest; the switch in the time took place during Saul's reign. It was rightfully restored to the line of Eleazer during Solomon's reign. (1 Kings 2:26, 27, 35). When Israel was about to go under dispersion in Jeremiah's day, Seraiah was high priest. He was captured by Nebuzar-adam and executed at Riblah. (2 Kings 25:18-2 1). His son Josedech, who should have inherited the office, never served as high priest but lived and died in captivity at Babylon. (Haggai 1:1-14). His son Joshua assumed the office when the High Priesthood was restored in the days of Zechariah and Zerubbabel. (Zechariah 3. )

c) His successors were Jothum, Eliashia, Joiada, Johanan and Jaddua, who served in time of Alexander the Great. He met Alexander's conquering army with a scroll of Daniel in his hand. By reading him those passages dealing with him Jaddua won Alexander's friendship for the Jews.

d) Jaddua's successors were Onias I and Simon the Just. Onias II, too young to become the high priest, was set aside in favour of Simon's brother Eleazer.

e) The high priesthood was passed down to the Asmonaean family of the course (class or order) of Joiarits. (1 Chronicles 9:10, 24:7, Nehemiah 11:10) and continued in that line until Herod the Great destroyed that family, the last high priest, Aristobul being murdered by order of Herod (Herod the Great's brother in law) in 35 BC

f) There were twenty-eight high priests until the year 70 AD Two high priests related to the death of Christ were Caiaphas and Annas. 

PRIESTS:  PRIESTLY GARMENTS

1. General Scripture:- (Exodus 28)

2. The priestly garments of the High Priest of Israel consisted of seven items.

a) The linen garments

b) The robe of the Ephod

c) The Ephod

d) The Urim and Thummim

e) The Girdle

f) The Crown

g) The Breastplate

3. The priestly garments were designed by God and every detail points to the person and work of Christ. In Exodus 28 the garments are called Holy (v2) fine linen (v5) pure gold (v4) precious stones (v17-20) anointed with costly ointment (v41) made by the wise hearted (v3) . This speaks that the garments are made of the very best materials by the finest craftsmen.

4. The Linen Garments (Exodus 28:39-43)

All the priests wore fine twined linen clothes. The fine twined linen shows the absolute perfection of Christ. The garments of the High Priest were built up and covered the white linen clothes.

Principle: All works in the Christian life are based on the work of Christ on the Cross. We stand justified by his righteousness alone.

The Material-. Fine twined linen was an art which died with the Egyptians. The only linen of this type in existence today covers mummies in museums. The fine twined linen was finer than the finest muslin.

Principle:  Only the finest material can speak of his holiness and righteousness. The fabric was embroidered with colour. (v39). 

Two words are used for embroidery in the bible. One to add colour to a basic garment the other to weave into the base garment a design as an integral part of the garment. The latter is used in this verse. From afar the coat looked like a white garment. Close up however the garment appeared beautifully coloured and exquisite.

Principle:  From afar Jesus may appear as a great teacher or prophet. Close up however he is revealed in his full beauty as the Son of God.

The Coat:  The word for coat is used in only one other location in the bible - in Genesis 3, where Adam and Eve were covered by a coat of skin (singular) - one death sufficed for Adam and Eve.

Analogy:  The death of Christ availed for all mankind.

The High Priest on the Day of Atonement:  On that day the High Priest wore a linen coat, hat and trousers when he offered his sacrifice in the Holy of Holies.

Analogy:  Christ in his human body (the linen coat) offered once and for all the sacrifice of his body for the sins of the world. Having been judged satisfactory by God he put on his High Priest's garments- the resurrection body.

5. Robe of the Ephod. (Exodus 28:31-35)

The robe of the Ephod was of blue with golden bells and pomegranates around the hem. The robe, unlike the coat, signifies an office. The placing on of the robe was appointment or commissioning to a high calling.

Analogies:  Our High Priest was commissioned to be a High Priest for us. Christ means commissioned one. The robe is almost always associated with royalty in the bible. Christ is a royal priest after the order of Melchizedek. (Psalm 110:4). We also are of the royal priesthood because of our union with Christ.

The holiness of Christ (the linen coat) is covered by the blue robe of the Ephod (the deity of Christ). This has its counterpart in the Tabernacle where the broken tablets of stone in the Ark of the Covenant was covered by the solid gold (deity) of the mercy seat.

The robe of the Ephod was woven in one piece. It had neither beginning nor end.

Analogy:  The deity of Christ is eternal, it has no beginning nor end. (Revelation 1:8). All the grace covenants are eternal in nature.

The binding around the neck was as strong as chain mail thus making the robe untearable.

Analogy:  Our salvation is secure through the power of God.

Fruit Symbols:  Pomegranate - peace. Grape - joy. Apple - love.

These three fruits are often found together in the Old Testament. The New Testament equivalent is (Galatians 5:22). Love, Joy, Peace as the first three characteristics of the fruit of the spirit.

The robe with the pomegranates show the King of peace - Melchizedek was the King of Salem (peace).

Principle:  The Melchizedek priesthood is shown within the Aaronic priesthood. The bells represent intercessing prayer. They continuously rang as he moved about in the Holy Place - Christ is constantly interceding for us.

6. The Ephod (Exodus 28:6-14)

The Ephod was made of blue, purple, scarlet and white linen. The colours were interlaced by gold representing the deity of Christ binding together the various facets of the person of Christ.

Blue - Godward - Gospel of John. Purple - Kingly - Gospel of Matthew. Scarlet - Saviour - Gospel of Mark. White - man - Gospel of Luke. (see the Four Gospels)

In the book of Exodus these colours are repeated 24 times.

7. The Urim and Thummim (Exodus 28:30)

a) Urim - lights

b) Thummim - perfection

It appears these were placed in a pouch in the breastplate. It is not known what they were but it is thought that they could have been the white and black stones used in voting either yes (white) or no (black) in the ancient world. (Revelation 2:17)

God's will would therefore have been given by a yes or no answer to questions asked. A check in the Old Testament of the use of Urim and Thummim reveals that it was always positive or negative, never conversational. Our Urim and Thummim today is the Word of God as a completed canon which represents the total revelation of God to man necessary to successfully live the Christian life. (1 Corinthians 2:16)

8. The Girdle (Exodus 28:8)

This was a strip of fine twined linen worked in blue, purple and scarlet. It was around the waist of the High Priest tied tightly so that the garments became an inseparable part of the priest.

The girdle was used in three different ways:-

Working - The Lord washing the disciples feet.

Walking - Exodus generation. (Exodus 12:11)

War - The Girdle of truth. (Ephesians 6:14)

In 1 Peter 1:13 we are commanded to gird up our mind.

9. The Crown. (Exodus 28:36-38)

This was a plate of pure gold inscribed 'Holiness to the Lord' . It was tied to the mitre by a blue ribbon and was positioned on his forehead. This is immediately in front of the thinking part of the brain and over the soul of the High Priest of Israel. (Joshua 1:8)

10. The Breastplate (Exodus 28:15-29)

The Breastplate was made of blue, purple and scarlet on white and had twelve precious stones set in it. Each represented one of the twelve tribes with the exception of Levi. 

It was 20 cm. square, doubled forming a pocket for Urim and Thummim. It was secured from above by chains of gold to the shoulder stones and at the base by ribbons of blue to the Ephod.

The Stones and Tribes were in order

Sardis - Judah; Topaz - Issachar; Carbuncle - Zebulun; Emerald - Reuben; Sapphire - Simeon; Diamond - Gad; Lizure - Ephraim; Agate - Manasseh; Amethyst - Benjamin; Beryl - Dan; Onyx - Asher; Jasper - Naphtali.

On the Two Shoulder Stones - two onyx stones (Exodus 28:9, 10) the names of the tribes were written again with Ephraim and Manasseh being replaced by Joseph and Levi.

The Shoulder Stone names were according to their birth (Exodus 28:10) - representing Salvation - the two stones are the same - Salvation is the same for everybody.

The Breastplate Stone names were according to their precedence in the tribes. (Numbers 10:14-27) all stones are different - representing a variety of spiritual gifts - all have different talents for serving the Lord.

Principle:  All the stones in the breastplate were precious. We are all precious in his sight and important in God's service. We are all necessary as members of the body of Christ.  We have diversity without inferiority.

PRIESTHOOD – COMPARISON OF LEVITICAL AND MELCHIZADEC FORMATS

1.  Perfection which is eternal fellowship with God cannot be produced by the Levitical Priesthood.

2.  Since perfection cannot be produced by the Levitical Priesthood it cannot be produced by the Mosaic Law which authorised the Levitical Priesthood.

3.  Since neither can produce perfection, there must be some change which can produce perfection which means you cannot be saved or spiritual by keeping the law.

4.  The Levitical Priesthood is earthly and limited by death, but the new priesthood is heavenly, eternal and universal among believers in the Christian way of life. (1 Peter 2:5, 2:9, Revelation 1:6, Revelation 5:10, 20:6)

5.  Since the purpose of God is the production of perfection through the new priesthood, the old Levitical Priesthood must be set aside.

6.  The Melchizadec priesthood is therefore infinitely higher and superior to the Levitical Priesthood.

7.  Summary of the Comparison of the Priesthoods

a) The Melchizedek priesthood was a picture of the priesthood of Christ (Hebrews)

b) The Levitical Priesthood 

i) Was based on the Law, which could not save

ii) Was based on physical birth into the family of Aaron

iii) Was available only to the family of Aaron

iv) The priests came from the tribe of Levi.  The kings came from the tribe of Judah.  No person could be a priest and a king.

v) Was based on mere men, with their own weaknesses and sin

vi) Ended when the priest died

c) The Royal Priesthood of Christ

i) Is based on Christ's sacrifice, which took away all sin for all time

ii) Is based on spiritual birth, being born again into the family of God

iii) Is universal to all believers in the Church Age

iv) It is a royal priesthood - because of the Kingship and Priestly office of Jesus Christ

v) Is based on the perfect person of Christ

vi) Is eternal, since Christ lives forever

AARON  - HIGH PRIIEST

1. SCRIPTURE - Exodus 4:14 - 40:31; Leviticus 1:5 - 24:9; Numbers 1:3 - 33:39; Deuteronomy 9:20, 10:6.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Aaron was the first high priest of Israel. He was a Levite of the family of Kohath and was the elder brother of Moses. Both were younger than Miriam their sister. He had four sons, the two oldest, Nadab and Abihu, being killed by God (Numbers 3:4), leaving Eleazer and Ithamar to serve in the priestly line. Eventually, due to the size of the families during David's reign, 24 courses of priests from the younger sons were formed (1 Chronicles 24:3-19). He acted as spokesman for Moses (Exodus 4:14-16). Aaron was not as strong a character as his brother Moses for whilst he helped Moses with the defeat of the Amalekites (Exodus 17:8-13) and performed miracles in God's power in the Egyptian court (Exodus 7:10-13, 19-21), he also sided with the people in the building of the golden calf (Exodus 32:1-5) and with his sister Miriam in criticising Moses because of his Ethiopian wife (Numbers 12:1-10). God, however, used Aaron as the high priest of Israel, who, adorned in his high priestly uniform (Exodus 28) served in the tabernacle. In a plain linen uniform he made atonement for the nation and himself (Leviticus 16:1-23). He was prevented from entering into the promised land (Numbers 20:12) and died at the age of 123 (Numbers 33:39) on Mt Hor; while his garments were removed and placed on his eldest surviving son Eleazer (Numbers 20:23-29).

3. EVALUATION

The function of the high priest on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16)

a) The high priest was not allowed unrestricted access into the Holy of Holies (16:2).

b) He enters the holy place having offered a bullock for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering (16:3).

c) Aaron was to remove the ornate high priestly garments, put on a plain linen uniform, and wash himself (16:4).

d) The bullock is offered for Aaron, since he, also, is a man. The bullock is the highest value offering in Leviticus 1. The blood from the bullock is sprinkled on the mercy seat seven times (16:6, 11-14).

e) Aaron was to select two goats and then select (by casting lots) which goat would be slain and which would be the scapegoat (16:5,7,8).

f) One goat is slain as a sin offering for the nation of Israel (16:9,15,16), whilst the scapegoat is released into the wilderness (16:10).

g) He has to go in alone (16:17) and offer the blood of the animals (16:18,19).

h) The scapegoat is then symbolically made the sin bearer of Israel by the placing of the hands on its head and confessing Israel's iniquities (16:20-22).

i) Aaron changed from his linen uniform to his high priestly garments (16:23-24).

j) It was to occur on the feast of atonement (16:29,30).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) A priest is a man who represents other men before God (Hebrews 5:1).

b) We have a high priest, Jesus Christ, who at the right hand of God makes intercession for us (Hebrews 7:24-27).

c) Because Jesus Christ was perfect He had to enter only once into the Holy of Holies for the sins of mankind (Hebrews 7:27, 9:28a). He was the sacrifice.

d) The linen uniform worn by Aaron represents Jesus Christ becoming true humanity and dying on the cross (Hebrews 2:9a).  He laid aside his embroidered priestly garments (glory) for a plain linen ephod (humanity).

e) The high priest's uniform with its glorious richness represents the glorified resurrection body which Christ received after His death (Hebrews 2:9a).

f) The scapegoat shows our sins are removed far from us (Psalm 103:12).

g) When Christ satisfied God's holiness on the cross, the veil was torn from top to bottom (Matthew 27:51).  This allows us, through our High Priest Jesus Christ, direct access to the throne of God (Hebrews 4:14-16; 10:19-22).

h) Even with Aaron's failures, God still used him mightily (2 Corinthians 12:9).

ANGELS:  SATAN - ADVERSARY

1. SCRIPTURE  Genesis 3; Isaiah 14; Ezekiel 28; Matthew 4; Revelation.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Satan is the most beautiful creature ever to be created by God. He is an angel who rebelled against God before the creation of man (Isaiah 14:12-15). Originally he was the covering angel, the personal attendant of Jesus Christ in the very throne room of God. Unlike God, Satan is a created being and as such can only be in one place at any one time. He is attended by a vast number of angels (called demons) who have given him unswerving allegiance. After the creation of man, he tempted Adam and Eve to be as gods and to know good and evil by disobeying God. Satan then became the ruler of this world (Genesis 3:1-7). He attacked the human race in many ways prior to the birth of Jesus Christ. Throughout Jesus Christ's life, Satan attacked the Lord. Since Christ's victory at the cross he attacks believers. Satan still has access into heaven where he accuses the brethren. Halfway through the tribulation period Satan is thrown out of heaven (Revelation 12:7-9). This causes him to intensify his attack on the human race. During the millennium he is confined to the bottomless pit, allowing a perfect environment on the earth (Revelation 20:1-3). After a brief rebellion at the end of the millennium (Revelation 20:7-10), Satan is condemned to the eternal lake of fire which was created for the devil and his angels.

3. EVALUATION

Satan is called:

a) The destroyer (Revelation 9:11).

b) The accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12:10).

c) The adversary (1 Peter 5:8).

d) Beelzebub, prince of devils (Matthew 12:24).

e) The deceiver of the whole world (Revelation 12:9).

f) The great dragon (Revelation 12:9).

g) An enemy (Matthew 13:28,29).

h) The wicked one (Matthew 13:19,38).

i) The father of lies (John 8:44).

j) The god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4).

k) A murderer (John 8:44).

l) The prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2).

m) The ruler of this world (John 12:31; 14:30).

n) The ancient serpent (Revelation 12:9).

o) The tempter (Matthew 4:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:5).

p) A blinder of minds (2 Corinthians 4:4).

q) A roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Believers are in Christ and therefore in a position of supremacy over Satan (Romans 8:37).

b) Satan was defeated at the cross once and for all (Colossians 2:14,15).

c) He can therefore only use devices and schemes, trying to convince the believer that he can still win the battle against God.

d) Satan, through religion, tries to get man to work independently from God.

e) A Christian out of fellowship can promote principles proposed by Satan (Matthew 4:8-10; Mark 8:33).

f) Satan will use Scripture slightly changed, or added to, to try and confuse believers and lead them astray (Matthew 4:3-10; cf. Psalm 91:11,12).

g) If Satan the adversary is resisted he will flee from you (James 4:7).

h) Knowledge and application of the Scriptures is essential in understanding the wiles of the devil (Ephesians 6:11 ).

CIRCUMCISION

1. Circumcision was designed by God as a sign of the Abrahamic covenant. (Genesis 17:10-14)

2. It was both a physical operation and at the same time a circumcision had ritual connotations. (Romans 2:25)

3. No Jew could partake of the Passover without first being circumcised. (Exodus 12:48)

4. Circumcision indicates dedication of the male. It occurred on the eighth day. Medical science has shown, from an infection viewpoint as well as coagulation of the blood, that the eighth day is the optimum. (Leviticus 12:2,3)

5. The ritual of circumcision has no significance in the Church Age and only intrudes as a false standard. (1 Corinthians 7:18,19; Galatians 5:2,3; Ephesians 2:11)

6. Circumcision became a rallying point for legalism. (Acts 15:1,24; Galatians 6:12,13)

7. Circumcision is used to designate the Jews by race and by nation. (Galatians 2:8; Colossians 4:11; Titus 1:10; Ephesians 2:11)

8. During their period of slavery in Egypt, the Jews started to fail to circumcise their male children. (Exodus 4:24-26)

9. This neglect continued into their wilderness wanderings. (Joshua 5:4,5)

10. Moses neglected to circumcise his sons. (Exodus 4:24,25)

11. Circumcision to the Jewish baby is the equivalent of dedication in the modern church. The adult circumcision (Genesis. 17:24-27) can be analogised to believers' baptism in the Church Age.

SALVATION:  EXPIATION AND PROPITIATION

1. Expiation and Propitiation are two sides of the same coin with propitiation being in relation to God while expiation looks at the problem from man’s side. 

2. By expiation the offence which renders the person guilty in the sight of God is covered from the eyes of God by the effective dealing with the problem by propitiation.

3. The Mercy Seat (the top of the Ark of the Covenant) in the Tabernacle was the place of propitiation.

4. The concept of the Mercy Seat must be understood in the light of the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:10-22, 37:1-9).

5. The Ark of the Covenant was a wooden box (45" x 27" x 27") constructed of acacia wood (the humanity of Christ) overlaid with gold (the Deity of Christ).

6. Contents of the Ark: the golden pot of manna, the tablets of stone and Aaron's rod that budded (Hebrews 9:4). The tablets of stone represented man's transgressions against God's perfect standard, the rod that budded stood for man's rebellion against established authority, the pot of manna showed man's rejection of divine provision.

7. The content of the Ark is a picture of Christ bearing our sins in His body on the tree (2 Corinthians 5:21).

8. The Mercy Seat was a solid gold lid which fitted over the ark and bore two golden cherubs, one on each end representing God's holiness (Hebrews 9:5).

9. Once every year, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest entered twice into the Holy of Holies with a bowl of blood (once for his own sins and once for the sins of the people) (Hebrews 9:7). He sprinkled the blood on the Mercy Seat. God's righteousness and justice were satisfied.

10. Because of propitiation, or satisfaction of His holy character, God is free to love the believer.

11. The Mercy Seat represented propitiation with emphasis on the person of Jesus Christ, our own great High Priest.

12. "Mercy Seat" in Hebrews 9:5 has the same concept as the word propitiation (Gk. hilasterion) in Romans 3:25.

13. Propitiation is used to express the true and perfect love of God for all believers regardless of their status (1John 4:10).

14. Propitiation is used to relate the person of Christ and the "covering" of God's character (Romans 3:25).

ZECHARIAH 3:6-10
6  And the angel of the LORD protested unto Joshua, saying, 7  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by. 8  Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH. 9  For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes: behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 10  In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall ye call every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig tree.
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	Country, Land

	One
	Echad
	United, One

	Day
	Yom
	Day

	Call
	Qara
	Call out, Proclaim

	Every man
	Iysh
	Man, Mankind

	Neighbour
	Rea
	Associate, Neighbour

	Under
	El Tachath
	Literally near the bottom, Under

	Vine
	Gephen
	Vine, Tree

	Fig Tree
	Teenah
	Fig tree


BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

6  And the angel of the LORD protested unto Joshua, saying, 7  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by. 

In verse 6 we have the angel of the Lord “protesting” which means to communicate and is in the hithpahel imperfect, the imperfect tense showing that he kept on communicating.  

In verse 7 the key word is walk. The function of the Levitical Priesthood is to undertake the function of judging as well as leading in the teaching of the Word of God. The Hebrew does not have the same split up with the word “if” as the Greek and is the equivalent of the third class condition maybe yes, maybe no. 

What is being said here is that Joshua as a believer cannot function unless he is in fellowship. This has the concept of faithfulness, consistency and walking with the Lord on a day by day basis. That walking also has the concept of service is shown in the phrase in Isaiah 52:7, “How beautiful are the feet of them that bring good tidings”.  Also refer, Galatians 5:16, 25, Ephesians 5:2, Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonains 2:12.
Joshua is told that if he walks in the ways of the Lord and keeps the doctrines or charge then he will be in the right position to judge Israel and to function as the High Priest and he will be protected.  If he serves in righteousness he will be as the ring upon the finger of God, but if he does not, he is to be judged.  Jeremiah 22:24 – 23:1, Haggai 2:20-23.
8  Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH. 
In verse 8 Joshua and the other priests are challenged to hear and apply what is being said as they are the spiritual leaders of Israel and as such are looked at as special people [wondered at]. They therefore have a critical role to play in the life of the nation.

He now states that He will bring forth his servant the branch. Christ is known as the branch in four ways, which corresponds to the four gospels with a second reference to the Branch, this time, “The man whose name is the Branch in Zechariah 6:12.

The occurrences and relation to the four gospels is now given:  

MATTHEW is the Gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the King of Israel. Jesus is called the BRANCH OF DAVID (Isaiah 11:1, Jeremiah. 23:5, Jeremiah. 33:15) and as such is shown as the coming King of Israel, which will be fulfilled in the Millennium.
MARK is the Gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the Suffering Servant. Jesus is called MY SERVANT THE BRANCH (Zechariah. 3:8), which he fulfilled during the incarnation at the first advent. (Isaiah 53)

LUKE is the Gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the Perfect Man. Jesus is called THE MAN WHOSE NAME IS THE BRANCH (Zechariah 6:12), specifically referring to His reign on the earth during the Millennium.

JOHN is the Gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as God. Jesus is called THE BRANCH OF THE LORD (Isaiah 4:2) and refers to Jesus as “God with us”  - Emmanuel. (Isaiah 7:14)

There is also the false branch. At Christmas it is common practice in Europe to kiss under the mistletoe as a form of reconciliation. The mistletoe is a parasite which is called a branch, and is a false parody on the reconciliation provided by the True Branch.  Psalm 2:7-12.  Our Christmas Trees are also a parody of the truth, being trees that were north European pagan symbols of the German gods/demons.  We don't need to abolish all these things as the puritans did, but just be aware of their pagan origins and ensure the truth is told and contrasted to the old pagan symbols.
9  For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes: behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 10  In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall ye call every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig tree.

The stone in this passage is the Lord Jesus Christ. He is laid before Joshua so that the High Priest will constantly have the Lord as his focus. The seven eyes here relate to the perfect character of God. Seven is the perfect number and each character is perfect. The seven eyes also represents the Holy Spirit, as seen in reference to the seven spirits before the throne in heaven as seen in Revelation 4:5.
The removal of iniquity from the land is the commencement of the era of great blessing to Israel which will date from the completion of the Temple and result in prosperity as seen in verse 10. 

This like many other prophecies has a dual fulfilment, an historical one in 516 BC with the completion of the Temple and at the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ which will usher in the 1000 year reign of the Lord Jesus Christ on the earth.

The sign of prosperity is given by the presence of the fig tree and the vine and everybody having fellowship in security under these symbols of blessing under an agricultural economy. There will be economic prosperity for nearly 200 years.

APPLICATION

In order to serve the Lord we not only need to be believers but also be walking in fellowship with the Lord. The walk in the Spirit allows for the production of divine good.
Joshua is told to walk in the ways of God. There are many techniques and doctrines involved if we are going to do this. We therefore need to learn, utilise and apply all categories if we are going to be successful.
We are in an unseen battle and it is critical we keep in fellowship, as it is there we are fully protected by the Lord. Even if we are in physical danger when we are doing His will we are in His hands.

We as Christians have a critical role to play in the life of our nation as the salt of the earth. We therefore have a responsibility to the Lord as His representatives in our nations.
Whatever we do in this life Jesus Christ must be first.
DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE WALKING  see page 38

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD  see page 35
ANGELS:  SATANIC ATTACK ON BELIEVERS – see page 20

CHRIST – ROCK –CHRIST AS THE ROCK

1. Christ is the rock of salvation. (Exodus 17:1-7, 1 Corinthians 10:4)

2. Christ is the rock of judgment. (Isaiah 8:1 4, 1 Peter 2:8)

3. Christ is the rock of provision. (Isaiah 26:3, 4) Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee because he trusteth thee. Trust ye in the Lord forever for in the Lord is the rock of ages.

4. Christ is the foundation rock. (Isaiah 28:16, Psalm 118:22)

5. Christ is the foundation rock of the Church. (Matthew 16:16, 18, 1 Corinthians 3:11, Ephesians 2:20-22)

6. Christ is the destroying rock of the second advent. (Daniel 2:35)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PROSPERITY OF THE CHURCH AGE BELIEVER

1. Nearly every letter of Paul opens with the prayer greeting,  "Grace mercy and peace to you all from God...." i.e. Gods love in action, unmerited favour and blessing in all areas of life and peace. Eirene = prosperity, a relaxed mental attitude, rest in soul, no strife.  

2.  "Peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus" Philippians 4:7.  Peace of mind = greatest prosperity of all! This is what the wealthy crave for and the lack of it is why they often suicide !

3. Israel looked to blessing in time as the key thing.   For them, power/money/status = sign of spiritual blessing!   This is not necessarily so for our age of history. There is no direct promise to Christians that spirituality = monetary wealth. The principle of Matthew 6:31 -34 applies to us. Put God first and do not worry about future, i.e. apply doctrine and get to work. (Lord will not see you short, 1 Corinthians 10:13, you will never be pushed beyond what you are able, with doctrine, to stand). In Israel to be in poverty = judgement, but this is not so for the Christian, Philippians 4:11,  "In whatever state I find myself there I am content." 

4. Christian maturity = spiritually minded + Peace and Prosperity, c.f. carnally minded = death. Romans 8:6.   To be carnally minded = concerned for things that decay! =  living death! We are to be concerned for things of eternal consequence = liberated. 

5. Not having our eyes on earthly treasures. Matthew 6:21 - for where your thoughts are = there your soul rests and lives!    Question for you, Where does your soul  live today?  Turn to James 5:1-6 (Read). NB:    James is writing to believers with unjust business practises. Turn to Luke 12:16-21 (Read). The warning is clear, don't be the richest man in the cemetery!

6. Our treasure is hidden in earthen vessels = doctrine  in the soul! 2 Corinthians 4:6&7

7. Riches = Gods word.   Colossians 3:15&16. The result of this = others blessed and comforted. 

8. Prosperity for believer = fruit of Spirit in the Soul. Galatians 5:22, Ephesians 1:3. Love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,..... 

9. The overflow of this spiritual status may be physical and monetary prosperity. It is bona fide for mature believer to pray for money!  3 John 2 "I wish that you may prosper and be in health, even as your soul prospers." This is a good prayer = that a persons wealth keeps us with their spiritual resources to cope with it!   Such a believer will use their wealth to honour God.

If this physical prosperity is part of Gods will for us, then we can relax with it, for can only give as we prosper! 1 Corinthians 16:2 should The point in these verses is that God pours when we have the spiritual capacity to cope and use it. Read 1Timothy  6:6-12 
CHAPTER 4

ZECHARIAH 4:1-5
1. And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep. 2  And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof: 3  And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof. 4  So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord? 5  Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. 
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep. 
The angel who talked with him is the teaching angel. He came again means that he returned showing that the teaching angel had been regularly teaching him. The stem of the verb to wake is a causative one which shows that the angel caused him to be awake. He was exhausted but was awoken so that he could get going again. The teaching angel shakes Zechariah and he gets up.  It is a reminder that we are to work hard in the Lord’s service, and be ready to go without sleep.   2 Corinthians 11:23-31.
2  And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof: 3  And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof. 
This is the fifth vision. The teaching angel said to him, “what do you see?”  Zechariah sees a golden candlestick or lampstand with two olive trees as well. 

What he sees is the seven stick Jewish candlestick but with a bowl for the oil above it and feeding each individual candlestick. He therefore saw the candlestick with which he would have been familiar but with a rather unusual oil supply system.

The fact that there is individual access to each of the candlesticks is a symbol of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Age of the Jews where a few selected believers were given the Holy Spirit so that they could perform certain tasks.
The lampstand, which was constructed out of a solid piece of gold, was the only light source in the Tabernacle. The central branch represents the Lord Jesus Christ whilst the six other lamps represent man. We are complete in Christ.

In the Church Age we are in union with Christ and therefore the Holy Spirit comes from the candlestick representing the Lord Jesus Christ and from our union with Him the spirit is available to all believers.

In the ancient world they extracted oil from olives and out of fish and used it for lighting. Here we see the two olive trees who are the political and spiritual leaders of Israel, Zerubbabel from the tribe of Judah, and Joshua from the priestly line of Levi.  There are to be the lights to their people.  Matthew 5:14-16.
4  So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord? 5  Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. 
Zechariah does not understand what he is seeing and asks the teaching angel what are these. The teaching angel then checks back with him as to his level of understanding and Zechariah confirms that he does not understand it. He recognises that it is of course essential for him to understand it and realises where he is going to get his information from.

APPLICATION

When the body is fatigued the mind does not function as well. When the body demands rest the mind cannot function properly. There has to be a balance between rest and exercise 

In the Church Age we see the fact that six is the number of man and by union with Christ we are made perfect as seven is a perfect number. Also in our age the oil to light the candles comes from a bowl under the central stem showing union with Christ enable the believer to have the ability to do things of eternal worth. Without Christ we can do nothing.

The light comes from the central stem and shows that Jesus Christ is the light of the world John 8:12, 1 John 1:5 It also represents God being revealed to man John 1:18 thus revelation of salvation is available to all. John 14:6.
Each of the six branches had the light which speaks of the believers as witnessing. We therefore have the privilege of taking gospel information and communicating it to the unbeliever so that they might believe in Christ. Ephesians 5:8, Matthew 5:16.
The oil represents the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit sustained the Lord Jesus Christ during His earthly ministry.
The Holy Spirit is essential in the production of divine good, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD”.   Zechariah 4:6.
There are seven concepts of oil in the scriptures: 

1.
Oil lubricates and therefore abolishes friction. When one is filled with the Holy Spirit we are relaxed and filled with agape love thus providing no impediments to others.

2.
Oil heals wounds.  Luke 10:34. The ministry of the Holy Spirit heals the wounds of heartaches, stress and pressures
3.
Oil provides light and was used as the basic system of lighting in the ancient world. The teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit enlightens us. John 14:26, 16:12-15, 1 Corinthians 2:9-14.
4.
Oil warms the believer with its capacity for love, grace, tenderness and compassion.
5.
Oil invigorates. The athletes in the ancient Olympic games were not allowed to wear anything other than oil. The Holy Spirit invigorates and provides the basis for divine good.

6.
Oil adorns. Oil was used for hair dressing and for various beauty preparations. The Holy Spirit provides the fruit of the spirit which adorns the believer.
7.
Oil is used in polishing and the Holy Spirit removes the rough edges of the carnal life by his ministry.
The wick of the lamp, the believer is the wick. God made the lamp – God made each of us to fulfil his purpose for our lives. The wick sets up a partial vacuum and draws the oil out of the bowl.  Once the wick is burnt it destroys the vacuum so that it becomes ineffective so the wick has to be trimmed. In the Tabernacle and Temple the priests would go in and trim the wicks and place these burnt pieces in a golden snuff box. 

This represents the Lord remembering the good works of the believer. The divine good you produced yesterday should be forgotten but God keeps it in remembrance. We need to live one day at a time. You cannot live on past victories. 

All the divine good you produce will be brought out at the judgment seat of Christ and be the basis of eternal rewards.
One of the great areas of progress in learning occurs when you admit that you do not understand a subject. At that point a teacher is able to clarify matters so that that situation can be remedied. It is essential to be honest about our understanding.

If a person is skilled in one area it does not mean that they are experts in others. For instance great athletes may be asked by the media about political policies to which they may foolishly give an answer. Because of their expertise in one area the media erroneously gives weight to their answer in the other area where they may have less knowledge of than the most stupid man in the street.

DOCTRINES

LIGHT 

1. God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all. (1 John 1:5)

2. The Lord is the visible manifestation of that light. (John 1:4, 8:12, 12:46)

3. The Lord's coming as the Light of the World was prophesied. (Isaiah 49:6)

4. The light was seen in the darkness of the world. (Matthew 4:16, Luke 2:32)

5. The Lord brought light and immortality through the gospel. (2 Timothy 1:10)

6. Believers are said to be light bearers. (Matthew 5:14-16, John 12:36)

7. We are said to be the children of the light. (John 11:9-10, Ephesians 5:8, 1 Thessalonians 5:5, 1 Peter 2:9)

8. Light is necessary for man's existence on the earth. (Ecclesiastes 11:7; Jeremiah 31:35)

9. Divine guidance of Israel was provided by God through light. (Exodus 14:20)

10. Bible doctrine in the soul is portrayed by light. (Psalm 119, 105,130)

11. The gospel is called light. (2 Corinthians 4:3,4; 2 Timothy 1:10)

12. Salvation brings the believer out of darkness into light just as the planet Earth was brought out of darkness into light by God. (Luke 1:79; 1 Peter 2:9).

13. Satan is the distorter, the angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:14)

14. Satan's strategy is to outshine the true light with his own false gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3-6)

CHRISTIAN LIFE – UNION WITH CHRIST

1. At the point of salvation, every believer in the Church Age is entered into the Body of Christ, and is therefore united with Christ.  Our position is now, "in Christ".

2. The baptism of the Spirit is how we are united with Christ. (Acts 1:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:5) The Holy Spirit places the believer in union with Christ.

3. Union with Christ belongs to the carnal as well as the spiritual believer, to the apostate believer as well as to the mature believer. (1 Corinthians 1:2,30)

4. Union with Christ protects the believer from divine judgment in eternity. (Romans 8:1)

5. Union with Christ qualifies the believer to live with God forever: Eternal life (1 John 5:11,12) Imputation of God's righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21).

6. Union with Christ is the key to both election and predestination (Ephesians 1:3-6).

7. Union with Christ creates a new creature. (2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 2:10) based on who and what Christ is, therefore what grace accomplishes - not what changes we make - at salvation or thereafter.

8. Union with Christ guarantees the eternal security of the believer (Romans 8:38,39).

9. Union with Christ has two aspects:

[a] Past - identification with Christ in His death (Romans 6; Colossians 2:12; 3:3)

[b] Present (and Future) - identification with Christ in His "new resurrection life".

10. Union with Christ implies that the believer shares certain things with Christ:

Eternal life (1 John 5:11,12)

Righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21)

Election (Ephesians 1:4)

Destiny (Ephesians 1:5)

Sonship (John 1:12; 1 John 3:1,2)

Heirship (Romans 8:16,17)

Sanctification (1 Corinthians 1:2,30)

Kingdom (2 Peter 1:11)

Priesthood (Hebrews 10:10-14; 1 Peter 2:5,9).

11.  Our new position in Christ means we are and must be separated from the world (Ephesians 2:6).

12.  As new creatures in Christ, we have a new ministry as ambassadors for Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17-21, 1Corinthians 3:6, 6:4).

13.  In Christ, we are never alone, (Colossians 3:4, John 17) we have communion with Him, and with His body (other Christians).

14. We are united with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit forever- we are in the Father, He is in us  - Ephesians 4:6, we are in Christ, He is in us - John 14:20, Colossians 1:26, we are in the Spirit, He is in us - Romans 8:9.

15. We are members of His body, branches of His vine, living stones of His building, sheep of His fold, part of his Bride, priests in his kingdom, saints set apart for his glory.

16. The characteristics of positional truth are six-fold:

It is not an experience - neither emotional nor ecstatic.

It is not progressive - cannot be improved in time or eternity.

It is not related to human merit, ability, or human good. Here are the implications of retroactive positional truth. There is no place in the plan of God for human good.

It is eternal in nature, it cannot be changed by God, angels or mankind.

It is known only through the Word of God.

It is obtained in total at the point of salvation.

GOOD WORKS

1. Anything we can do in our own strength (human good) is unacceptable to God (Isaiah 64:6, Romans 8:8).

2. Only those things we do in the power of the Holy Spirit (divine good) are acceptable to God, since it is God Himself who produces the work in us (Ephesians 2:10).

3. When a believer produces human good he imitates an unbeliever (Galatians 5:19-21, 1 John 2:11, 3:4).

4. When a believer produces divine good he imitates Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:1-2).

5. Human good is:

a) Identified as dead works (Hebrews 6:1).

b) Cannot save mankind (Titus 3:5).

c) Is condemned by God (1 Corinthians 3:11-16; Ecclesiastes 12:14).

d) Is the basis of indictment at the Last Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15).

e) Has no place in the plan of God (2 Timothy 1:9).

f) Is destroyed at the Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11-15).

6. Divine good is the basis of rewards (1 Corinthians 3:11-15).

7. God is satisfied with His own work in four general areas:

a) IN SALVATION

God approves of what God has done in the form of Jesus Christ. God the Father is propitiated by the work of God the Son on the cross. To be saved is to believe or trust on God the Son (Acts 16:31). Belief has no human merit, all the merit is in the work of Jesus Christ. God does not approve of human good. (Isaiah 64:6).

b) IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

God approves of the works, done under the filling of the Holy Spirit. Spirituality depends on who and what the Spirit is. The way to the filling of the Holy Spirit is confession of sins (1 John 1:9). Confession has no human merit. The Holy Spirit also provides at least one spiritual gift to each believer at salvation (1 Corinthians 12:8-11).

c) IN THE WORD OF GOD

The word of God is inspired by the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20,21). It is the mind of Christ (1Corinthians 2:16). The Holy Spirit makes the Word of God effective in our lives.

d) IN ETERNITY

In eternity human works are removed (1 Corinthians 3:12-15). God provides us with a new body (1Corinthians 15:51-3). God provides us with an incorruptible inheritance (1 Peter 1:3-5). God provides everything for our eternal future (1 Thessalonians 4:17-18). God approves of His provision.

8. Spiritual growth in the full knowledge and application of Bible doctrine produces divine god in the life. Divine good in our lives is the production of the Holy Spirit filled and led believer. Ephesians 2:8-10, Colossians 1:9-10, 2 Timothy 2:21, 3:17.

9. As we produce much spiritual fruit in our life we demonstrate before all the victory of the Holy Spirit over the enemy.  2 Thessalonians 2:17. In heaven we are rewarded for all divine good production in time.  2 Corinthians 5:10, 9:8.

10. Spiritual production of divine good, through the ministries of the Holy Spirit, is contrasted to the production of human works (good and evil), the fruit of the Old Sin Nature.  Refer HOLY SPIRIT,  OLD SIN NATURE.

11. Human good; even the best that man can do in his own strength, has no value before God at all and has no place or part to play in the plan of God for the believer. 2 Timothy 1:9, Titus 3:5.

12. Human good works apart from God’s power and direction, is the basis of man’s condemnation before the throne of God. 1 Corinthians 3:11-16, Revelation 20:12-15.

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

1. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit did not indwell all believers, since Christ was not yet glorified (John 7:39).  Instead, He only came upon some Old Testament saints to perform special functions.

a) JOSEPH, a believer who was a prime minister. (Genesis 41:38)

b) Believers who were artisans occupied in the construction of the Tabernacle. (Exodus 28:3, 31:3)

c) Believers involved in administration. (Numbers 11:17, 25)

d) A believer who was both a political and military leader - JOSHUA (Numbers 27:18)

e) Certain Judges:  OTHNIEL (Judges 3:9, 10) GIDEON (Judges 6:34) JEPHTHAH (Judges 11:29) SAMSON (Judges 13:24, 25, 14:5-6, 15:14)

f) Kings of Israel (1 Samuel 10:9, 10, 16:13)

g) DANIEL (Daniel 4:8, 5:11, 6:3)

h) Post exilic rulers (Zechariah 4:3, 12-14)

2. Believers in Israel could be disciplined by the removal of the Spirit:

a) SAUL (1 Samuel 16:14)

b) DAVID (Psalm 51:11)

3. A believer could obtain the Holy Spirit by request, but not as an indwelling presence. (2 Kings 2:9, 10, Luke 11:13)

4. Jesus gave the Holy Spirit without request to the disciples just before the ascension. Purpose:  To sustain them for the ten day interim before the Church Age would begin. (John 20:22)

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY TO JESUS CHRIST

1. The ministry of the Spirit in sustaining Jesus Christ was prophesied in the Old Testament. (Isaiah 11:1-3, 42:1, 61:1-3)

2. The virgin birth was only possible by the work of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 1: 18,  20, Psalm 40:6, Hebrews 10:5.

3. The Holy Spirit was given without measure (constant unhindered filling) to the humanity of Christ. (John 3:34)

4. The Holy Spirit was related to the baptism of Jesus. (Matthew 3:16)

5. The Holy Spirit sustained Jesus Christ during his earthly ministry. (Matthew 12:18, 28, Luke 4:14,15,18)

6. The Lord acknowledged the work of the Spirit in his works and miracles. Matthew 12:8 (Quoting Isaiah 44:1), 18, 28,  Luke 4:14-21.

7. The sustaining ministry of the Holy Spirit was withdrawn from the Lord when he bore our sins on the cross. Matthew 27:46, Psalms 22.

8. The Holy Spirit had a part in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. (Romans 8:11, 1 Peter 3:18)

9. The present ministry of the Holy Spirit to Jesus Christ  (John 7:39, 16:14)

10. The same sustaining ministry of the Holy Spirit is passed on to us at salvation, and we are commanded to make use of this ministry

11. to grow thereby. Galatians 4:19,  5:16,  Ephesians  3:16, 17, 5:18, Romans 13:14. 

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

1. TO THE UNBELIEVER

a) RESTRAINING (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

If unbelievers were unrestrained in the Church Age the one world system which Satan is trying to establish would come. After the rapture of the Church it will come.

b) CONVICTING (John 16:7-11)

i) Sin - the barrier which remains in unbelief.

ii) Righteousness - God is totally righteous, man is only relatively righteous and needs God's righteousness for salvation.

iii) Judgment - Satan and all unbelievers are judged.

c) REGENERATION (John 3:5)

Man without the spirit cannot understand spiritual things. The Gospel is spiritual, the Holy Spirit makes the gospel a reality to the unbeliever when one believes and is "born again" or regenerated. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

2. TO THE BELIEVER AT SALVATION

a) Regeneration (John 3:1-16, Titus 3:5)

b) Baptism (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5) We are baptized into union with Jesus Christ and become part of the body of Christ.  This is not to be confused with the Filling of the Holy Spirit.

c) Indwelling (Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20) From salvation on the believer is indwelt by the Spirit.

d) Sealing (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30). This ministry relates to your future with God, the guarantee of eternal security.

e) Distribution of spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:11) Each believer receives a spiritual gift at the point of salvation in order to function in the body of Christ.

3. TO THE BELIEVER AFTER SALVATION (Spirituality)

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit after salvation is the means by which we live the Christian life ordained by God  (Ephesians 2:10, 5:18)

a) The Filling of the Holy Spirit (spirituality through confession of sin and surrender of the life). (1 John 1:9 Ephesians 5:18)

b) The character of Jesus Christ is produced by the believer when he is filled with the Spirit. (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23)

c) Glorification of Christ (John 7:39, 16:14, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

d) Fulfilment of the Law. (Romans 8:2-4)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS

1. Rewards and Salvation are carefully separated in the scriptures. Salvation is a free gift from God, rewards are for meritorious service in the power of the Spirit.

2. Salvation - a free gift to the lost. (Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 6:23, John 4:10) - an everlasting possession. (John 3:36, John 5:24, John 6:47)

3. Rewards - to the saved who faithfully work for the Lord. (1 Corinthians 9:24, 25, Revelation 22:12) - distributed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10) which takes place after the Rapture of the Church  Revelation 19:7,8
4. Rewards are often pictured in the form of crowns:-

a) The incorruptible crown - for faithfulness in exercising self control. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

b) The crown of glory - for faithfulness in suffering. (1 Peter 5:4)

c) The crown of life - for faithfulness under trial. (James 1:12, Revelation 2:10)

d) The crown of righteousness - for faithful testimony. (2 Timothy 4:8)

e) The crown of rejoicing - for faithful service. (1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20, Philippians 4:1

5. Rewards come after you have entered into the Plan of God through regeneration

6. Rewards are based on the use of divine operating assets including the filling of the Holy Spirit
7. You can lose rewards but never salvation 1 Corinthians 3:14-15, 2 Timothy 2:12,13

ZECHARIAH 4:6-10
6  Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. 7  Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. 8  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 9  The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. 10  For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
6. Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. 7  Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. 
The teaching angel who does know the whole implication of the vision, now gives Zechariah and us a full explanation of what Zechariah has seen. We see that this is the word of God to Zerubbabel the political leader and not to Joshua the Spiritual leader of Israel.
Zerubbabel is legitimately qualified as the King of the Jews as shown in Matthew 1:12 where he is shown in the direct line of Christ from David. There will not be a King of Israel from Jechoniah onwards until the Lord Jesus Christ takes the position in the Millennium because God cursed the line of Christ.  This is one of the reasons for the Virgin conception or birth of Christ.
The advice to Zerubbabel is that the work cannot be done by might or power but through the Holy Spirit.  The problem confronting Zerubbabel is pictured as a great mountain, which will become a great plain, that is to say the problem will be solved.
It is noted in verse 7 that the problem or mountain is a person or living group of people rather than a physical object. These are items that have been placed in opposition to the plan of God to rebuild the Temple and are satanic in origin.
There are a number of words added in the King James Version of verse 7 which are not there in the original. The actual words occurring are “Who…..thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel……a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone……shoutings,……Grace, grace unto it.  The headstone is the last stone which goes into the Temple in 516 BC.  In Ezra chapter 4 and Haggai we have the evaluation of the “great mountain”.
To get a background on Ezra, we note in Ezra 1 that the book opens in the first year of Cyrus King of Persia. The Lord guides Cyrus to send back people to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. He provides them with the temple vessels which have been rescued from the Chaldean Empire, which he has just defeated.

Some of these vessels had been used by Belshazzer during the drunken orgy on the night of the writing on the wall incident. This was the night of the fall of his empire.  Daniel 5.
The Jews were sent back as an autonomous group to rebuild the temple, and establish themselves as a separate province of the Persian Empire under their “satrap” - Zerubbabel. The list of people who are mentioned as going back is in Ezra 2:2, and involves Zerubbabel, Joshua, and nearly 100 years later Nehemiah.

In Ezra 3:8 work was started, “Now in the second year of their coming unto the house of God at Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the remnant of their brethren the priests and the Levites, and all they that were come out of the captivity unto Jerusalem; and appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to set forward the work of the house of the LORD.”
In Ezra 3:10-11 we see great rejoicing that the foundation of the house of the Lord is completed in 535 BC. This is a dedication of the foundation. When the last block goes into place there is a great shout.

Verse 12 however starts with the word “but” contrasting this shout of joy with sorrow Ezra 3:12-13,  “But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for joy:  13  So that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off.”
Here the old people who had been captured as youngsters, and had survived the period of captivity, on observing the foundations realised that the new Temple was very much smaller than Solomon’s original, and so one wept aloud as the new structure was seen to be hugely inferior. 

The inhabitants of the land, the Samaritans, standing afar off were confused by the noise with the combination of shouts of joy and great weeping heard at a distance. They do not discern that there is division among the Jews who have arrived from Chaldea.
In Ezra chapter 4 the Samaritans and those who were against the Jews came to Zerubbabel and Joshua and said that on the basis that they worship the same god they could help the Jews constructing the Temple. Zerubbabel rejected this approach. 

As a result the opposition went to the new King of Persia who had followed Cyrus, who was anti Semitic, and so the critics were temporarily successful in stopping further building at the site, until the second year of the reign of Darius in 520BC. This was part of the “mountain” that had to be moved, and it illustrates the reality of the angelic conflict, where a satanic counter attacks can be expected, but where God’s timing and power is always paramount.

The restarting of the building of the Temple and the situation for those who have returned is seen in Haggai 1:1-6,  “In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, saying,  2  Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time that the LORD's house should be built.  3  Then came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying,  4  Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste?  5  Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways.  6  Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.”
This passage dates from 520 BC and is again to both the political and spiritual leaders of Israel. Israel during the years have built comfortable homes for themselves and say that the time is not right yet for us to build the Temple, which is still in foundational form. 
They themselves are comfortable in their houses and know that if construction recommences the Gentiles are going to react against them by again trying to stop them building.  They don't want the hassle and trouble that rebuilding will provoke from the Samaritans and even amongst their own people.
Haggai however gives God’s perspective and says that this is not so, rather it is time to get back on the job and they should consider this. If the people are to get going it must start with the leadership. 

The prosperity in the land at this time was meagre, and true blessing from the Lord for the nation is not going to occur until the Temple is completed.
Their positive response is given in Haggai 1:12-14, “Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him, and the people did fear before the LORD.  13  Then spake Haggai the LORD's messenger in the LORD's message unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith the LORD.  14  And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their God,”

Zerubbabel and Joshua and a remnant of the people respond positively to the Lord and the work on the Temple recommences after a gap of 16 years in 520 BC. The Lord will protect them and the mountain is made a plain.
The final act of the building is to put in position the gable stone or headstone. The placing of this will be accompanied with great celebration and joy with shouts of, “Grace, Grace unto it”.

There were two critical points in the construction of the Temple with celebrations at the laying of the cornerstone to mark the construction of the foundation and the capstone to complete the building of the Temple.

With the Temple completed economic prosperity commenced for the Jews, and they will have a golden age from this period to the death of Alexander the Great in 323 BC.
8  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 9  The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. 10  For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth.
Here there is encouragement for Zerubbabel where the Lord says that he has laid the foundation stone and will place the gable stone in position, which will happen some 4 years after this prophecy. 

This generation will succeed with their situation going from failure to success in 14 years, which is in contrast with the Exodus generation, who failed, and by their reaction to the report of the spies from their visit to the Land, continued to fail, and so all, with the exception of another Joshua and Caleb died in the desert, free but not enjoying the benefit of the prosperity of the Land due to unbelief.  Hebrews 3:7 – 4:10.
As a result of the completion of the Temple and Zerubbabel being there to place in position the headstone the prophecy of the Lord and his protection of the builders is fully vindicated and they know it is the work of God and that Zechariah is a true prophet from God. The word “Know” in verse 9 is in the kal perfect the perfect tense of the verb showing that once you have known this you will never forget it. 

The concept of “the day of small things” reverts back to the whole of the plan of God, and the construction of the Temple is a matter of grace within the plan. The Temple, which like the Tabernacle which predated it, speaks of the character and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore brings great glory and honour to God. It is high on God’s priority list for reconstruction.

It is however interesting that the timing of the completion of the Temple in 516 BC some 70 years from the destruction of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC conformed with the 70 years of Desolations [see overlapping periods of 70 years on page 4].  Thus we have 70 years for political desolation, 605 – 535, and 70 years for spiritual/religious desolation, 586 – 516 BC.   The delay was actually God ordained, but it is time to move now for the people.
In verse 10 we see the removal of the mountain and opposition to the building based on the Holy Character of God as seen in the seven eyes. The word “with” does not occur in verse 10, it should be “and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel ……those seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth”.  

The building of the Temple project was protected by God, and all the negative attempts to disrupt or prevent its construction on time will not succeed, as the Plan of God proceeds on time, and will be fully fulfilled, as God is in control.

APPLICATION

It is impossible for man to do the work of God by human talent or strength. God’s work must be done God’s way through the workings of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

Huge problems that appear before us are opportunities to use the grace of God and His plan to make the mountains into plains which can easily be traversed.

In this present age we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and providing we have no un-confessed sin in our lives we are in a prime position to solve problems in our lives.
The size of a building or the congregation of a church is not important, but the production of the group and their understanding and application of the Word of God to their lives and the resultant production is however critical.
How you handle your failures will determine your spiritual success. There is success in the Christian life with the putting of the priorities of God’s work at the top of your own priority list.

Knowledge and application of prophecy will enhance ones confidence in God and in His word. When we work by grace in God’s plan He gets the credit and glory and we are blessed. Any work the Lord begins, He finishes.
There is no problem which is too great for the Plan of God. The reason we have a Bible available to us is the grace of God. We cannot meet all the problems of life in our own strength, but God has provided for the big and small pressures.

The nation Israel is today back in the land. They live in fairly comfortable conditions, but there has been no activity to build a new temple. The temple will be functioning however, albeit in error during the Tribulation period. There is a parallelism between Israel in the time of Zerubbabel, where the time of desolation or dispersion was not over until the temple was completed even though they were in the land, and today where Israel is back in the land but there is no temple yet.

DOCTRINES

CYRUS – see page 6

JERUSALEM  - see page 24 

ANTISEMITISM – see page 25

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRIORITIES – see page 17

CHRIST:  ROCK – see page 55

GOD:  PLAN OF GOD  see page 22

CHRIST - VIRGIN BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST

1. Jesus Christ had to be born of a virgin to fulfil prophecy. (Isaiah 7:1 4)

2. Jesus had to be born of a virgin to confirm the curse of Coniah. (Jeremiah 22:28-30)

a) Coniah was a believer but an evil king at the time of the Babylonian captivity.

b) Coniah is also in the direct line of Christ in Joseph's lineage from David (Matthew 1:6, 1:11, 1:16) through Solomon. This is the Kingly line.

c) Mary was also in the direct line of Christ from David (Luke 3:23, Luke 3:31) through Nathan. In Luke 3:23 Joseph is the son-in-law of Heli, Mary's father.

d) Both lines, Solomon's and Nathan's meet in the person of Jesus Christ but by the virgin birth Coniah's line is cut off as Joseph is the legal but not natural father of Jesus Christ.

3. Jesus had to be born of a virgin to not have the sin nature of Adam. The sin nature of man comes down through the male. (1 Timothy 2:14)

a) Adam, as the head, was responsible for his wife.

b) Eve was deceived and sinned.

c) Adam made deliberate choice.

4. In order to be the God-Man Jesus had to be conceived of the Holy Spirit to Mary.

5. The virgin birth is therefore critical especially in the doctrine of Redemption, Imputation and Propitiation. NO virgin birth - NO salvation.

BELSHAZZER - DECADENCE

1. SCRIPTURE  Daniel 5.

2. BIOGRAPHY

For many years Belshazzer was considered a mythical character. His existence was,. however, confirmed in 1854 when archaeologist J. E. Taylor uncovered in Ur of the Chaldees clay cylinders containing a prayer to the Moon god for Belshazzer from Nabonidus his co-ruler. This confirms the statement in Daniel 5:29 where Daniel was made the third ruler in the nation. 

Belshazzer, the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar through Queen Nitocris, was co-ruler of the Chaldean Empire from 556 BC until its destruction by the Medes and Persians in 539 BC. Daniel 5 presents the last night of the Chaldean Empire which had been the greatest empire of the ancient world, being represented by the head of gold (Daniel 2:32,38) and the winged lion (Daniel 7:4). Apparently secure within the walled city of Babylon, Belshazzar gave a party for 1000 nobles (Daniel 5:1). The party was decadent with much drinking, using holy vessels ransacked from the Temple in Jerusalem (Daniel 5:3). The party was uneventful until God intervened, writing on the wall. In the ancient world great deeds of kings were written on the walls, and here the judgment on the king is given.

3. EVALUATION

a) Wine, women and idols. Belshazzer by his lifestyle demonstrates many negative traits.

i) He drank excessively as a leader (Proverbs 31:4-5, Titus 1:7).

ii) He was a self-centred egoist which causes national disaster.

iii) He lived in a world of self indulgence.

iv) By using the vessels from the Temple to drink to his gods he was placing them above the God of Israel. God will not tolerate this (Exodus 20:3).

b) The warnings. The destruction of the Chaldean (Babylonian) Empire had been prophesied in other Old Testament books (Jeremiah 50:10; Isaiah 47:1-3). In Daniel 5:5,6 the warning of the imminent fall of the empire is given by the writing on the wall.

c) His reaction.

i) Panic (Daniel 5:7).

ii) Consulting the wise men (Daniel 5:8).

iii) Fear (Daniel 5:9).

d) Sound advice.

i) From Queen Nitocris (Daniel 5:10-12).

ii) From Daniel (Daniel 5:13-28).

e) Belshazzar's reaction.

i) He rewards Daniel (Daniel 5:29)

ii) He is killed and the empire ends (Daniel 5:30).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Belshazzer should have known of the Old Testament prophecies (Daniel 2:48).

b) Righteousness preserves a nation; sin destroys it (Proverbs 14:34).

c) Prepared people can give accurate information in catastrophes (2 Kings 6:17; Daniel 5:11).

d) God uses your apparently bad circumstances to assist others (Genesis 40:3,8).

e) Escapism solves nothing as problems must be faced (Genesis 3:8,9).

f) Pleasure is never a substitute for fellowship with God (Ecclesiastes 2:1).

g) Drunkenness is a sign of degeneracy (Proverbs 23:21).

h) God will not tolerate blasphemy and irreverence to Himself  (Leviticus 24:16).

i) God's Word judges those who ignore it (Psalm 1:6).

j) Man never knows the day or hour of his death (Luke 12:20).

k) The fall of a nation is preceded by decadence of leadership (Isaiah 9:16-17).

l) God is in control of history (Proverbs 8:15-16).

TABERNACLE

1. The Tabernacle was set up as the basic system of worship in Israel and was a part of the spiritual code of the Mosaic Law portraying the person of Christ, the unique High Priest, the unique person, the unique Saviour.

a) The tabernacle also speaks of the human body in a tent or temporary storage place for the soul.

b) The tabernacle also portrays God's dwelling place and portrays God's dwelling with man in grace.

c) The tabernacle is also the place where man meets God and as the tabernacle represents the Lord Jesus Christ this shows that God meets people at the cross.

d) Only the priest was able to enter the tabernacle and only the believer today has fellowship with God.

e) The tabernacle was given in fine detail and shows that God plans things down to the finest detail.

f) The tabernacle was divided into two parts - the outer area which represented the earth and the inner which represented God's domain.

g) The inner area was divided into two, the holy place in which the Levitical priests functioned, the Holy of Holies in which the high priest functioned once a year.  The holy place represents heaven, the Holy of Holies representing the throne room of God where our High Priest Jesus Christ constantly intercedes for us.

2. The Tabernacle was located in the centre of the camp.  All around the tabernacle were the tribes of Israel, three to each cardinal compass point.

Principle:  Everybody starts on the outside, only those who enter the tabernacle (i.e. are born again) have fellowship with God.

3. The specifications which start in Exodus 25 commence with the Holy of Holies.  This is to show that salvation starts with God and not man.  All blessing comes from God.

4. The tabernacle is a perfect rectangle 100 cubits by 50 cubits, 175 feet long, 871/2 feet wide and 8'9" high.  It was always that way and never changed - God is unchangeable (Exodus 27:9-15).

5. The side of the tabernacle was supported by 60 brass pillars on the outer court, 60 brass sockets.  Brass judgment, Pillars - cross.  On the top of the pillars was a silver chapter.  Silver - redemption.  Twenty on the north and south side and 10 on the east and west sides (Exodus 27:9-15).

6. The outside of the tabernacle was of fine white linen - representing the righteousness of God (Exodus 27:9).

7. There was one door into the tabernacle - there is only one way to God - through Christ. 

The door was blue in colour and 35' wide. Once you had passed through the door you were inside the tabernacle representing imputed righteousness.  The large width meant that all could pass through, the material was very fine showing that minimal faith was needed to enter in (i.e. weak people could push the material aside). 

There were four layers of material.  In order they were blue, purple, scarlet, white:- 

blue - deity of Christ, 

purple - Kingship of Christ, 

red - redemptive work of Christ, 

white - total righteousness of Christ. Thus by the time you had fully passed through the door the white righteousness of Christ encompassed you completely (Exodus 26:36).

8. The pillars supporting the doors were of acacia wood overlaid with gold - the unique person of Christ.  5 pillars:  5 = grace, gold - deity,  wood - humanity (Exodus 26:37).

9. The floor of the tabernacle weighed 6 1/2 tonne.

10. The roof had four layers: (Exodus 26:1-14)

a) Outer:  Badger skin - Humanity,  Ram's wool dyed red - Redemption,  White Goat's hair - Sinlessness

b) Inner:  Fine linen - Righteousness

11. There were seven articles of furniture in the tabernacle:

a) The brazen altar outside the door

b) The brazen laver near the door

c) The table of shewbread

d) The golden lamp stand

e) The golden altar near the veil

f) The mercy seat

g) The ark of the covenant.

The veil was between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies; the golden altar was associated with the Holy of Holies.

12. THE BRAZEN ALTAR (Exodus 27:1-8)

This was situated adjacent to the entrance into the tabernacle.  Brass represents judgment.  You could not enter into the Holy Place unless you had sacrificed on the brazen altar.  Fire burnt the sacrifice. Fire judgment.

Application:  You cannot enter the plan of God unless you have trusted in Christ at the cross.

13. THE BRAZEN LAVER (Exodus 30:17-21)

The brass bowl filled with water. This was also situated outside the tabernacle. Prior to entering the tabernacle the priest washed his hands representing confession of sin. Brass - sins judged on the cross. Water - cleansing.

Application:  Before we can have fellowship with God we have to confess our sins.  In the Church Age we are all priests, we have to confess our sins before we fellowship. Our brazen laver is 1 John 1:9

14. TABLE OF SHEWBREAD (Exodus 25:23-30)

This was in the Holy Place, constructed of acacia wood overlaid with gold.  Laying on top of the table was the shewbread, 12 loaves, one for each of the tribes except Levi.  The loaves were made of fine flour without leaven baked with frankincense and baked in fire. Bread - fellowship, Fine flour - righteousness of Christ.  No leaven - no sin.  Frankincense - propitiation. Fire - judgment. The priests ate the loaves after they had been exhibited for 1 week.  Eating represents intake of Bible doctrine.  Each loaf was placed under a crown showing the Lord Jesus Christ is the King of Israel.  No leper priest allowed to eat, neither a stranger.

15. THE GOLD CANDLESTICK (Exodus 25:31-40)

This was also in the Holy Place constructed of gold - the candlestick represents Christ as the light of the world.  There were seven candlesticks with a central stick, the other six branching off the central stick, three on either side.  Six is man's number, seven is God's number - the perfect number.

Analogy - Man is made perfect in Christ.

The candlestick was the only light in the Holy Place. The fuel in the candlestick was oil.  Oil represents the Holy Spirit.  Oil in the centre stick represents Christ being empowered and relying on the Holy Spirit during his incarnation.  Oil in the other lamps shows the Christian way of life walking in the Spirit (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23).  The six candlesticks branching off the central stick represents the Christian in union with Christ and fellowship between Christians.

The candlestick weighed 48 lbs. (21 kg) and was beaten out of one piece of gold.  It was very valuable and shows the preciousness of Christ.  The candlestick was fashioned by beating and represents Christ suffering for the sins of the world. On the top of the centre candlestick they had knops or pomegranates representing the eternal life and perfection of Christ. There were also almond buds opening up representing Christ being the fount of all life.

Flowers occurred on all seven candlesticks.  The flowers represent the beauty of the character of Christ which we produce when we are filled with the Spirit.  Each lamp had a wick which drew the oil up through the lamps.  The wick has to be soaked in oil before it burns otherwise it emits smoke.  Light - divine good or production. Smoke - human good or production.

Application:  If the believer is empowered by the Holy Spirit he produces works which are noticeably different from the unbeliever.  The burnt wick represents work for the Lord Jesus Christ.  The priest used to collect the burnt wick and put it in a snuff box.  God remembers our works for Him. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

An alternate interpretation of the candlestick likens the seven stems as the seven spirits of God as found in (Isaiah 11:2, Revelation 1:4).  The spirit of the Lord, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.

16. THE GOLDEN ALTAR OF INCENSE (Exodus 30:1 -10)

This is located just outside the Holy of Holies and represents intercessory prayer.  The altar was made of gold overlaying wood and was in the form of a crown.  The priest would go to the brazen altar, pick up coals, pass through the holy place and place the coals into the crown.  Incense was then sprinkled onto the coals and the fumes coming up from the incense represented prayer to God.  

By taking coals from the brazen altar it showed that the basis for effective prayer is the death of Christ.  The unbeliever cannot pray effectively except for accepting Christ as saviour.  The only person who could obtain the coals was a priest representing a believer.

The crown is also significant.  The cross must come before the crown, the crown also speaking of Christ the King priest after the order of Melchizedek.  Fire spoke of judgment, the judgment of the cross being the basis for effective prayer.  The Incense which was put on the altar contained four ingredients which speak of the work of Christ:

a) Stukti - liquid from a gum tree representing the Father who is the recipient of prayer.

b) Onoika - a ground-up shell (representing judgment). The burnt shell gave off a perfume (propitiation).

c) Galbanin - the fat of a plant showing prosperity and representing the resurrection of Christ.

d) Frankincense - a white gum used in crowning kings - representing the session of Christ.

17. THE ARK OF THE COVENANT AND MERCY SEAT (Exodus 25:10-22)

Located in the Holy of Holies the mercy seat was of gold.  Over the seat were two golden cherubs which covered the mercy seat with their wings and looked down at the top of the mercy seat.  In a box under the mercy seat were three objects representing sin, the tables of the law representing -transgression against moral laws, the pot of manna showing rejection of provision and Aaron's rod that budded showing rejection of authority.  This was the ark of the covenant.  

Once a year on the feast of the atonement, blood from a sacrifice at the brazen altar was brought into the Holy of Holies and sprinkled on the mercy seat.  The blood from the brazen altar represents the death of Christ. The cherubs, one representing the righteousness of God, the other the Justice of God look down, see the blood and are satisfied.  The sin of the human race is removed by the death of Christ.

PROPHECY

1. The gift of prophecy and the office of the prophet are distinguished in Scripture. In the Old Testament there were those who had the office of prophet, and served in an official capacity within the worship system of Israel but there were also those who at times were given the gift of prophecy to give a special prophecy even thought they were not full time prophets. Elijah was a man with the office and the gift, where-as David had the gift at times but not the office.

2. The roles of the person with the office of prophet were many and varied:

[a]. - Aaron was a preacher Exodus 7:1

[b] - In Nehemiah's time the prophet-preacher had a role to exegete the Word of God clearly so that the people would know the truth. Nehemiah 6:7, Hosea 6:5,

[c] - As revivalists they were to call people to repentance. Judges 6:7-12, Zechariah 7:7-12.

[d] - They were to oppose apostasy  so that those who were likely to be misled by a false teacher would have no excuse. 1 Kings 18:36-39, 40, 2 Chronicles 25:15 Ezekiel 2:5, 2 Kings 20:11. 

[e] - They were encouragers of the people. Ezra 5:2.

[f] - They were sometimes song/worship leaders for the people. 1 Samuel 10:5.

[g] -They led in prayer at worship. 2 Chronicles 32:20.

[h] - They were the advisers to the kings and they were associated with coronations. 1 Samuel 10:1, 1 Kings 11:28, 29, 2 Kings 9:1-6, 2 Chronicles 12:5, 2 Chronicles 12:6, 15:2-7.

[i] - They were spiritual advisers or seers for the kings; they "saw" the immediate future and so were able to advise the kings of the right decisions. 1 Samuel 9:9, 2 Samuel 24:11, 1 Chronicles 21:9, 24:29, 2 Chronicles 19:2, 33:18, 2 Kings 17:13, Isaiah 29:10,  

[j] - They were fore-tellers of significant future events. 2 Samuel 7:5-16, Amos  9:11, Isaiah 9:6,7, Isaiah 53, Ezekiel 34:22ff, Micah 5:2, Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 13:8, Joel, Zechariah 14, and many more. 

[k] - God intended them to be the shepherds and vine-dressers of the nation. As such they were to be the type of Christ, who is referred to in the Old Testament as "the great prophet". Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Zechariah 13:5,6, Matthew 21:11, Luke 7:16, 8:18-20, 24:19,23-26, John 7:40,41.

3. The Methodology of the prophets. There was no "set" formula for the prophets to follow, but certain things were established as "tests" for the people to be sure the prophet was genuine.

[a] - The prophet had to have a spiritual life witness that was like Moses. Deuteronomy  34:10-12.

[b] - God spoke to the prophets by dreams and visions. God spoke to Moses face to face but he was an exception. Numbers 12:6-7.

[c]. - The prophet had to be totally confident of his message, as he was judged by God if there was any falsehood in it. 1 Kings 22:13,14, 2 Kings 5:8.

[d] - There were to be no secret prophecies, everything was to be open and clear, so that all the people might be warned of God. Jeremiah 23:25-29.

[e] - The prophet had to be specific in his message and had to be obeyed literally. 2 Kings 5:10-19, note especially verse 13.

4. There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day. Jeremiah 2:8, Ezekiel 13:1-23.

Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about. Matthew 7:15-23.   

Note The Lord's Words here in that the personal walk of the prophet is to be paid attention to:- 

No spiritual fruit in their life = no truth in their words.

God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgement upon them, so that believers are always presented with an obedience test, to see whether we will obey the Scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgement.

False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching. Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil. Hosea 4:5,6, 9:7,8.

5. Tests that believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy.

[a] - The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God. Jeremiah 23:33-36,    2 Peter 2:1-3, 1 Corinthians 14:32.

[b] - The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God. Deuteronomy 13:1-5.

[c] - The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested. Deuteronomy 18 : 20 - 22,  Jeremiah 28 : 9.

[d] - Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false.  Jeremiah 8:10.

[e] - Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false. Micah 2:11.

[f]  Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife, etc in their life , they were false! Jeremiah 23 : 11.

[g] - If they were found only in groups they were probably false, as God's prophets were men alone. 1 Kings 22:5-8, 18:22.

[h] - Does the prophecy accord with Scripture (this is more than just not contradict)? 1 Corinthians 14:37,38, 2 Kings 23:2. 

ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT

1. There is an angelic conflict and it is intimately related to our presence in this world.

2. ETERNITY PAST

[a] Initially God created angels. At creation we are told that there was unity as all the angels sang in unison.

[b] Satan as Lucifer with the title Son of the Morning was the head of the angels. Isaiah 14. Ezekiel 28:12-15

[c] It is noted that the Lord Jesus Christ is now called Son of the Morning in 2 Peter 1 showing that the Lord replaced Satan as a result of His victory at the Cross.

3. FALL OF SATAN

[a] Satan became proud and attempted a coup d’etat against God in Isaiah 14:12-17 

[b] When Satan fell he took one third of the angels with him. Revelation 12:9. 

[c] The angels who exist forever therefore fall into two permanent groups

(i) Elect Angels  who remained faithful to God (1 Timothy 5:21)

(ii)
Fallen angels who chose to follow Satan who fall into two categories:-


(1)
Imprisoned ones who were made inoperative at the time of the Flood (Jude 6, 2 Peter 2:4)


(2)
Demons who are currently operative (1 Corinthians 10:20,21, Mark 5:1-20)

[d] There is therefore a spiritual warfare between elect and fallen angels, which affects the human race. (Ephesians, 6:12, Revelation 12)

4. SENTENCE ON THE FALLEN ANGELS

[a] In eternity past Satan and the fallen angels were judged and sentenced to the Lake of Fire - Matthew 24;51

[b] It would appear that Satan appealed against his sentence and said "how can a God of Love sentence any of his creatures to the lake of fire?"

[c] The answer is in the character of God who is HOLY as well as LOVE. His holiness can only judge sin and rebellion.

[d] The lake of fire therefore was not created for man. Man ends up in the lake of fire due to his own negative attitude towards God.

5. MAN’S ROLE IN THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

[a] This sentence which was given before man existed has not yet executed and will not be so until the end of the Millennium in Revelation 20:10. 

[b] There must be a long lapse of time before the sentence is executed with this period being taken up with the whole of human history. Therefore the purpose of the existence of the human race and its relation to God can only be explained as a testimony to the angels.

[c] Through the creation of man God provides a clear legal witness to Satan and his angels of their sin. The whole of human history is to prove certain points to the angels. Things can happen in your life as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ and these can only be explained as a testimony to the angels.

6. FALL OF MAN AND VICTORY OF THE GOD MAN

[a] Man starts off lower than the angels. Hebrews 2:9 tells us that Jesus Christ made Himself a little lower than the angels.

[b] Although Adam failed to be victorious the Lord Jesus Christ replaces Adam in history and won the battle in His humanity. 1 Corinthians 15:22 tells us that in Adam all die, in Christ shall all be made alive.

[c] A new form of creature judges come into existence and will judge the angels 1 Corinthians 6:1-3

7. SIMILARITIES BETWEEN ANGELS AND MAN

[a] Angels and mankind have a number of parallels with human free will being tested in exactly the same way as angelic free will.

[b] Angels began in innocence and full obedience to God (Job 38:7 Ezekiel 28:14-15)

Man began in innocence (Genesis 2:25)

Angels sinned - rebellion of Satan (Isaiah 14:12-14)

Man sinned - rebellion of Adam (Genesis 3:1-7)

Angels are divided into two categories - elect or fallen.

Man is divided into two categories - believers and unbelievers. (John 3:36)

8. ADAM AND FREEWILL

[a] God created Adam and Eve, to show Satan that mankind, created lower than angels (Hebrews 2:6-7), would choose to obey God. Mankind therefore, by a choice of freewill, would decide whether to obey God and be blessed, or to disobey God and be judged (the same choice that Satan had).

[b] A test was instituted for man's freewill - obedience to God or disobedience. (Genesis 2:16-17).  Adam - and therefore all mankind - sinned and thereby rebelled against God.  All of mankind, therefore, is in the same condition of sinful rebellion as Satan.

[c] However, God instituted another test of freewill for mankind - will they choose to return to God through Jesus Christ, or will they choose to continue in sin and rebellion (John 3:16, 2 Peter 3:9).

[d] Anyone who chooses to return to God will be saved; anyone who chooses to remain in rebellion to God will be judged in the lake of fire, the same fate as Satan (Matthew 25:41)

[e] Therefore, by the work of Christ on the cross, and man's freewill faith in Christ, God has vindicated His love to save and His justice to judge.

9. RESOLUTION OF THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

Stage 1 - Salvation - by faith, man is saved and made positionally superior to angels (Hebrews 2:6-7)

Stage 2 - Christian Walk - by faith, the believer overcomes Satan (Ephesians 6:10-17)

Stage 3 - Eternity -in Christ, the believer will judge Satan and his fallen angels (Hebrews 2:8, 1 Corinthians 6:3)

10. THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES

Angels watch the human race. (1 Corinthians 4:9, Ephesians 3:10, 1 Timothy 5:21, 1 Peter 1:12).  Elect angels rejoice 

every time someone is saved (Luke 15:10)

11. THREE BASIC QUESTIONS

The angelic conflict answers three basic questions:-

[a] Why man? Inside man is a soul with mentality and freewill which when linked together resolves the angelic conflict, (Colossians 2:14-15, Hebrews 2). The cross is the real victory in the angelic conflict.

[b] Why sin? Sin resolves stage 1 of the plan of God (see paragraph 9). At the cross sin was judged and the barrier between man and God was removed so that man's relationship with God depends on his free will. Every time a person accepts Christ, elect angels rejoice. In the garden man was innocent and all he had to do was stay away from one tree. Now man is guilty he has to come to a tree (the cross). (Genesis 2:17, 1 Peter 2:24).

[c] Why suffering? Suffering resolves the issue in Stage 2. Suffering involves the promise principle. (1 Peter 1:7-8, Romans 5:2-4). Suffering is designed for blessing and is a further blow to Satan. It is to demonstrate the love of God in a way that cannot be done in eternity as in eternity there is no more sorrow, pain or death. (Revelation 21:4)

12. STAGES IN THE CONFLICT [SEE SATANIC ATTACK ON THE PLAN OF GOD]

[a] From the fall of man to the ascension of Christ the line of Christ and Jesus Christ himself were the target of attack. Once the ascension was a fact in history Satan was unable to attack the line of the Saviour.

[b] The resurrection, ascension and session of the Lord Jesus Christ caused intensification in the angelic conflict.

[c] Once Christ is glorified at the right hand of the Father the angelic conflict becomes intensified in the Church age. 

[d] Every Church Age believer is now a target and because of this every believer has had special provisions made for him:

(i) Indwelling of the Holy Spirit (John 14:17)

(ii) Indwelling of Jesus Christ (John 14:23)

(iii) Completed canon of Scripture (1 Corinthians 13:10)

13. PROGRESSION TO THE LAKE OF FIRE

This explains the actions of the Lord Jesus Christ from the time he sat down at the right hand of the Father until the Last Judgment. Psalm 110:1 says “The Lord [God the Father] said to my Lord [God the Son], Sit thou at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool.”

[a] The first stage – Insurgency warfare – Pentecost - Rapture

During this time He calls out the personnel who will replace the angelic council members who have been condemned 1 Corinthians 4:8, 6:1-3, 2 Timothy 2:12, Revelation 3:21

The angelic council comprises God and all the angels as seen in 1 Kings 22:19-23 and 2 Chronicles 18:18-23

[b] The second Stage – Rapture to Second Advent - Confrontation

During this time the new members of the angelic council are evaluated in relation to their divine and human good, rewarded [1 Corinthians 3:11-15], they lose their old sin nature and have a resurrection body. The rebellious members, Satan and his followers are cast out of heaven Revelation 12:4

[c] The third stage – Second Advent – Victory Stage

Christ casts Satan and the fallen angels into hell for a thousand years and rightfully asserts His authority.

[d] The fourth stage – The Last Judgment. The Lake of Fire was created for Satan and his angels Matthew 25:41 

Satan is cast into the Lake of Fire with the demons and the unbelievers. Unbelievers join them in the Lake of Fire because they have not accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. The old creation is destroyed and a new heavens and a new earth provided by God. At that point all knees shall bow and the promise of making His enemies His footstool will have been fulfilled.

14. THE BELIEVERS AND RESULT OF THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

The result of the angelic conflict:

Stage 1 - Salvation - saved mankind is positionally superior to angels;

Stage 2 - Christian Walk - through suffering the believer develops his faith towards Christ to such an extent that he thereby shows the fallen angels the certainty of their doom;

Stage 3 - Heaven - In eternity the believer in his resurrection body will be physically superior to angels.

15. CONCLUSION

Through the fall of man Satan obtained control of the world though not necessarily control of mankind. 

What makes it possible for man to live in the Devil's world and not be under his control? - free will. 

By using The Word of God you can make decisions that are completely against Satan and his concepts. 

Satan is the ruler of this world. (2 Corinthians 4:4, John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, Ephesians 2:2) 

However we have the Bible - the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16) We should know it and use it.

HOLY SPIRIT:  SEVEN SPIRITS

The Seven Spirits of God is a description of the one Holy Spirit. (Isaiah 11:2, Revelation 1:4)

1. The Spirit of the Lord.

2. The Spirit of Wisdom.

3. The Spirit of Understanding.

4. The Spirit of Counsel.

5. The Spirit of Might.

6. The Spirit of Knowledge.

7. The Spirit of the Fear of the Lord.

ZECHARIAH 4:11-14

11  Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof? 12  And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves? 13  And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. 14  Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the LORD of the whole earth.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

11  Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof? 12  And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves? 13  And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. 14  Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the LORD of the whole earth.
Zechariah now asks the teaching angel what are the two olive trees or branches. These are emptying golden oil out of them. These are Zerubbabel and Joshua, the personification of Israel as it works for God, and both of them are working and using the doctrines from the Word of God and pouring forth the Spirit giving light to their people.

The leadership of Israel has become strong and stable with it being based on the Word of God. There is going to be prosperity due to this. These two leaders have been anointed and will be channels of blessing to the Lord’s people. 

It is seen here that these two leaders having been cleansed from sin in the case of Joshua in chapter 3 and motivated for the work of the Lord in the case of Zerubbabel in this chapter are standing by the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ is there for protection and fellowship with the political and spiritual leadership of Israel.

APPLICATION

People in general will try and use details of life, such as money, power, success, friendships, social life, to find happiness in this life, but true happiness can only be obtained through a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Once the relationship with God is established and is made a priority in the life of the believer then items such as money social functions or other details of life can bring happiness through association with the purpose/meaning that Jesus gives to the believer.

As Christians we are designed for happiness in the devil’s world, which is very frustrating for Satan.
It is essential that if we are going to serve God we have a relationship with him through being born from above and having no un-confessed sin in our lives so that the Holy Spirit can minister through us.

It is essential that the believer know doctrine, so they know what God thinks about issues.

Man’s helplessness and hopelessness is taken by God and converted to happiness and dynamic impact through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

Opposition to the Plan of God must be removed by God. We cannot do it in our own strength. 

DOCTRINES

HAPPINESS – see page 43
MONEY

1. Money in coin form was unknown until the 7th century BC Prior to coins, money or valuable metal was measured in terms of ingots or rings. Croesus, King of Lydia first preserved his money in coins. When Cyrus the Great conquered Lydia, he picked up the concept of coinage and gave it to the entire world.

2. Money is not evil.  It has a legitimate function. (Genesis 23:9, Jeremiah 32:44)

3. The believer is urged  to be content with what he has received, in his position, from the Lord. 1 Timothy 6:6-10, Philippians 4:11-13, Hebrews 13:5-6.

4. It is the lust for money and goods that corrupts a man   Jude 11. 

5. The giving of money is an expression of the believers' priesthood. (1 Corinthians 16:2, 2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

6. Coveting money makes one a slave to his desire. (Matthew 6:24). Money is a useful servant but a harsh master.

7. The danger of money to the unbeliever.

a) Salvation cannot be purchased with money. (Mark 8:36-37)

b) Money causes the rich man to put his trust in the wrong things. (Mark 10:23-25)

c) Money often hinders the unbeliever from seeking salvation. (Luke 16:19-31)

d) Money has no credit with God. (Proverbs 11:4,28)

8. The danger of money to the believer:

a) Money can become part of a slavery to a vain search for happiness. (Ecclesiastes 5:10-6:2)

b) Love of money becomes a root of all kinds of evil. (1 Timothy 6:6-12, 17-19)

c) Money can contribute to pride and self-centredness. (Acts 5:1-10)

9. Wealth is deceitful if a person believes it will buy him happiness or provide security Matthew 6:24-33, Luke 12:16-21. Proverbs 18:10-12, Proverbs 13:7.

10. It is the believer's duty to wisely use his possessions, time, abilities and spiritual gifts which God has entrusted to us.

11. Three illusions about money.

(a) Money can bring happiness:- for the believer the Christian way of life is the only source of happiness.

(b) Money provides security:- Grace provides the only real security. (Matthew 6:24-33)

(c) Money can buy many things such as salvation, love, happiness, tranquillity.
CHAPTER 5

ZECHARIAH 5:1-4

1  Then I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a flying roll. 2  And he said unto me, What seest thou? And I answered, I see a flying roll; the length thereof is twenty cubits, and the breadth thereof ten cubits. 3  Then said he unto me, This is the curse that goeth forth over the face of the whole earth: for every one that stealeth shall be cut off as on this side according to it; and every one that sweareth shall be cut off as on that side according to it. 4  I will bring it forth, saith the LORD of hosts, and it shall enter into the house of the thief, and into the house of him that sweareth falsely by my name: and it shall remain in the midst of his house, and shall consume it with the timber thereof and the stones thereof.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  Then I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a flying roll. 2  And he said unto me, What seest thou? And I answered, I see a flying roll; the length thereof is twenty cubits, and the breadth thereof ten cubits. 3  Then said he unto me, This is the curse that goeth forth over the face of the whole earth: for every one that stealeth shall be cut off as on this side according to it; and every one that sweareth shall be cut off as on that side according to it. 4  I will bring it forth, saith the LORD of hosts, and it shall enter into the house of the thief, and into the house of him that sweareth falsely by my name: and it shall remain in the midst of his house, and shall consume it with the timber thereof and the stones thereof.

This is an example why Israel fell apart and went under dispersion again. It originally went into dispersion in 586BC when the Temple was destroyed. They were in captivity until 536 and while some went back to the land many remained in Babylon where they were involved in commercialism. 

These people were succeeding in business but through dishonest business practice. They became so addicted to luxury and comfort that the thought of returning to Jerusalem was not appealing to them. In 520 BC they were warned to move but few did and in 518 BC a revolt in Babylon was put down by the Persians. Many of the Jews that ignored the warning we killed in the suppression of Babylon.   Other rebellions occurred in the 480s and were put down severely.
In 70 AD the Romans will come in and destroy Jerusalem and the Temple as the Jews will have reverted into a religious commercialism with the leadership of the country and many others getting rich illegally. Religion rejected the Lord Jesus Christ, and commercialism didn't want a Saviour, and they are now scattered until the Second Advent of Christ.

In this passage we have the visions of the flying roll or flying scroll. Scrolls in the ancient world were of two types, a papyrus or paper roll and a vellum roll which was made of cured animal skins. 

The word for flying is in the kal active participle. On one side of the scroll is the eighth commandment  while on the other is the third commandment. It is the breaking of these two commandments which form the basis for dishonest practice. The scroll as it flies is partially open, like a flying carpet still curled up at each end. On one side of the roll are the five cycles of discipline as outlined in Leviticus 26 while on the other are the curses which is found in Deuteronomy. The flying scroll represents the Torah or Word of God.

The dimensions of the scroll are given it is twenty cubits long by ten cubits wide so it is a very large scroll. As the cubit is about half a metre the scroll measures 10 metres by 5 metres. These are the same dimensions as the Holy Place in the Tabernacle and Solomon’s porch in the temple. 1 Kings 6:3.
Both of these places talked about the Lord, the Holy Place where the priests serviced the lamp speaking of Jesus as the light of the world, the Table of Showbread picturing Jesus as the Bread of Life and the Golden Altar representing Prayer. The Porch of Solomon in the Temple was the place where the word of God was read and taught.

Having started off well after the captivity with the exception of those staying behind in Babylon for commercial reasons the Jews started to deteriorate after a couple of hundred years and by the time the Lord Jesus Christ the leadership of Israel was highly religious and totally immersed in sharp and unfair commercial practices constantly breaking the third and eight commandments.  Zechariah sees the sadness of their determined rejection of Messiah and the Law itself.
The contents of the scroll are given in verses 3 and 4. He says in verse 3 that the curse of discipline and the dispersion is due to stealing and false oaths. On one side is the 8th commandment “Thou shalt not steal” Exodus 20:15. By corrupt commercial practices stealing from people occurs.  

On the other side was the 3rd commandment, “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord in vain”, Exodus 20:7, which means that it was common practice to swear by God that you are going to do something and then deliberately break a contract so you can fleece the victim.

Either way by stealing or deliberately not keeping a solemn oath meant that the person would be disciplined. The Jews after a time have started to worship money. Living in luxury in Babylon they saw no reason to leave. Jerusalem was still a mass of rubble. There was no logical/commercial reason to relocate. We will see however that there were three very wealthy Jews who heeded the call and relocated to Jerusalem. 

The word swear is sheba which can be translated “to seven oneself”. This goes back to the concept of making a solemn promise before seven witnesses. It came to mean to take an oath in the name of God. Having made a solemn oath the businessmen would then break the promise to make money. 
The curse it says in verse 4 will come into the house and destroy the house. In most societies the house is considered the most important asset and will contain all or most of the other assets so destruction of a person’s house indicates total judgment.  The Jews who were successful, but were minus the Word of God, were to be stripped of everything. Their lives would be in a state of complete ruin. They had everything but it was all to be removed. 

The situation at the time of our Lord’s ministry had got to such a poor state that swearing an oath in the Temple had to be accompanied by a monetary payment, it was a golden oath.  Matthew 23:16-22.
By that time the Sanhedrin was deeply involved in taking profits from the many brigand groups which preyed on people coming particularly to Jerusalem, and many amongst the leadership received a significant percentage of their banditry. Once in Jerusalem they then stole money through the workings of the Temple. We therefore have religion and commercialism combined 

APPLICATION

In the church age we are in union with Christ which in a way is demonstrated by the Levitical Priests who ministered in the Holy Place. We are to show the Light of Christ by evangelism, offer prayers as seen in the golden altar and show Him as the bread of life. Man cannot live by bread alone.

In the age of the Church the unrepentant Jew is under a double curse, he is under the curse of Adam as he like the Gentiles has an old sin nature. However he is also under the curse of dispersion. When a Jew becomes a believer however they lose both curses, and just as the Gentiles, becomes a member of the body of Christ.

While this is specifically dealing with the Lord and the Jews the effect on a nation by forgetting about one’s priority in worshipping God and relying on commercialism especially of a dishonest type and deceit is seen here.  The end of this present age sees Anti-Christ push rampant commercialism, and people setting aside the principles of Law in their greed to be wealthy while the world burns and the innocent die.  The entire earth will be judged by the Second Advent for the same reasons that the Jews went into captivity.
We also need to be in the right place as far as our geographical situation is concerned. If we are out of the geographical will of God we are in great danger even if from a human point of view we appear to be very secure.

When people leave the Word of God they often go to commercialism as the alternative. This choice is a disaster. If however you stay with the Word of God it is possible to be blessed with riches but it is done in the right way and the blessings can be then used to help others.

DOCTRINES

TABERNACLE – see page 66

ISRAEL - NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE – see page 22

WEALTH

1. Wealth may be in the form of money, gold or silver, goods or land. Wealth is always relative to the values within a society. What is wealthy within a poor culture is poor within a more wealthy culture. What individuals feel is wealthy will differ from person to person; some will never feel they are wealthy enough. The believer is urged to be content with what he has received, in his position, from the Lord. 1 Timothy 6:6-10, Philippians 4:11-13, Hebrews 13:5-6.

2. Money has a legitimate function, and wealth generally is, like money, a neutral thing; something to be used to facilitate daily life. Money and goods are used to pay taxes, buy goods needed for the family, and give towards the Lord's work in the church. Money is not evil. Genesis 29:3, Jeremiah 32:44,  .

Money and goods are used for taxation, Matthew 22:17-22, Luke 20:20-26.

3. It is no evil to have wealth or lots of money, it is the lust for money and goods that corrupts a man, as it did Baalam,   Jude 11.

Money, and wealth generally, are great slaves but terrible masters. Wealth is deceitful if a person believes it will buy him happiness, provide him with security, or give him immortality. Matthew 6:24-33, Luke 12:16-21 Proverbs 18:10-12, Proverbs 13:7.

5.  Money and wealth will not buy respectability with God, nor will it purchase salvation. Mark 8:36,37, Acts 8:18-24, Mark 10:23-27.

6. Wealth may get in the way of the simple message of salvation, as the Rich Young Ruler found. Matthew 19:16, Luke 18:19,20, Mark 10:17-27.

7. Money may get in the way of spiritual growth, when we pay more attention to our wealth than we do to applying doctrine in our lives. Solomon in Ecclesiastes 5:10 6:2, Baalam in Jude 11, Ananias' and Saphira in Acts 5:1-10, All of us in James 5:1-6.

8. God is not impressed with money and pride filled shows of wealth. Luke 16:10-31,   Proverbs 11:4,28.

9. Wealth can be a great blessing received by believers in maturity, and if it is it is to be used for the Lord's work, as well as for life style. Proverbs 13:8ff, Hebrews 13, Refer Doctrine Of Giving.

RELIGION

1. Satan's religion is a humanly acceptable one: no sin, no judgment, no Saviour and no Hell. Satan appears as an angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:13-19,26)

2. Many pastors in the churches are servants of Satan's policy, knowingly or unknowingly. (Isaiah 30:12, Jeremiah 2:8, 2 Peter 2:1-10)

3. Satan's strategy towards unbelievers is to keep them blinded to the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3-4, Colossians 2:8, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10)

4. Satan's strategy towards believers is:- 

a) To confuse by false teaching. (Matthew 7:15, Romans 16:18)

b) To appeal to pride. (2 Corinthians 10:12)

c) To promote idolatry. (Habakkuk 2:18,19)

d) To promote legalism. (1 Timothy 1:7-8)

5. Satan's policy calls for counterfeit faith:- 

a) Counterfeit gospel. (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

b) Counterfeit pastors. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

c) Counterfeit communion. (1 Corinthians 10:19-21)

d) Counterfeit doctrine. (2 Timothy 4:1)

e) Counterfeit righteousness. (Matthew 19:16-28)

f) Counterfeit way of life. (Matthew 23)

g) Counterfeit power. (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)

h) Counterfeit gods. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

APOSTASY

1. Apostasy means falling away.

2. Apostasy differs from backsliding. A true Christian can backslide, an apostate is never born again. eg. Judas Iscariot.

3. The backslidden Christian breaks fellowship, but doesn't lose his salvation. (John 5:24)

4. The apostate is declared in (2 Timothy 4:3-4) and (1 John 2:19)

5. Apostates may do good works calling themselves Christians but they should not be accepted as such. (2 John 9-11, John 10:12-13).

6. There will be a great apostasy prior to the Rapture (2 Thessalonians 2:3)

ZECHARIAH 5:5-11

5  Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see what is this that goeth forth. 6  And I said, What is it? And he said, This is an ephah that goeth forth. He said moreover, This is their resemblance through all the earth. 7  And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead: and this is a woman that sitteth in the midst of the ephah. 8  And he said, This is wickedness. And he cast it into the midst of the ephah; and he cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof. 9  Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came out two women, and the wind was in their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heaven. 10  Then said I to the angel that talked with me, Whither do these bear the ephah? 11  And he said unto me, To build it an house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be established, and set there upon her own base.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

This vision deals with the woman and the ephah. She is a symbol of religious apostasy while the ephah deals with commercialisation and corrupt business practise.

5  Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see what is this that goeth forth. 6  And I said, What is it? And he said, This is an ephah that goeth forth. He said moreover, This is their resemblance through all the earth. 7  And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead: and this is a woman that sitteth in the midst of the ephah. 8  And he said, This is wickedness. And he cast it into the midst of the ephah; and he cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof. 9  Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came out two women, and the wind was in their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heaven. 10  Then said I to the angel that talked with me, Whither do these bear the ephah? 11  And he said unto me, To build it an house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be established, and set there upon her own base.

Zechariah saw the woman and the ephah and recognised both items but did not understand what it meant. An ephah is a dry measure used for measuring grain. It has a 22 litre capacity. It was the largest grain measure.

The Jews after the captivity cornered the grain market in Babylon and developed a monopoly. As part of the way of getting rich the Jews made the Ephah smaller but still charged the Babylonians the cost of a standard ephah of grain.  The ephah therefore represents the means of how the Jews made their money including that it was an illegal form of commercialism. They got into real estate and became bankers. By doing this however they built up Anti-Semitism, as people felt cheated by the wealthy merchants, and so when the days came to “get even” the Gentiles judged the corrupt Jewish merchants severely – they wiped their debts to them by death!
Whilst they became rich the means by which they obtained their riches violated the 3rd and 8th Commandments which had been the subject of the flying roll in the previous vision. Amos 8:4-5 “Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail,  5  Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit?”
When the Jews are out of the Land the ephah becomes their symbol, they concentrate on making money. Outside the land their aims are money and the details of life.  Their corruption however always leads to their judgment.
On top of the ephah was a large slab of lead. There was a woman in the ephah and the lead slab kept the woman inside the ephah. The lead weighed over 50 kilograms. 
The woman represents the harlot of Babylon as portrayed in Revelation chapters 17 and 18. Revelation 17 shows the political and religious side of this evil while the following chapter shows the commercial side. 

The restraining of this is seen in 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12, where the Holy Spirit is the restraining agent throughout the Church Age but when the restraint is removed great evil is generated as demonstrated in the Tribulation period which follows. There are prototype systems in existence at the moment. It is called the “mystery of iniquity” which Paul tells the Thessalonians is already at work but not in full bloom because of the restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit.

When he looks again he sees two women with wings like storks. These two women lift up the ephah between heaven and earth. One represents religious Babylon the other commercial. They have stork’s wings. It should be noted that the stork was an unclean bird as seen in Leviticus 11:19. In the 11th Chapter of Leviticus a number of birds are noted as unclean, Leviticus 11:13-19.  “And these are they which ye shall have in abomination among the fowls; they shall not be eaten, they are an abomination: the eagle, and the ossifrage, and the ospray,  14  And the vulture, and the kite after his kind;  15  Every raven after his kind;  16  And the owl, and the night hawk, and the cuckow, and the hawk after his kind,  17  And the little owl, and the cormorant, and the great owl,  18  And the swan, and the pelican, and the gier eagle, 19  And the stork, the heron after her kind, and the lapwing, and the bat.”
Satanic Religion carried the people into satanic and corrupt commercialism in those who stayed behind in Babylon, as well as in our Lord’s Day, and to a major extent today, and satanic religion will carry commercialism into the Tribulation.
Zechariah now asks the teaching angel where the ephah is being taken. He is told to build it in the land of Shinah, the site of the tower of Babel. It will be sited there on its base. It all relates to the Jews. This is the last call before the 520 BC rebellion and only 2 years before the disaster of 518 BC when large number sof these religious and corrupt Jewish merchants would be murdered by the people they had ripped off. 

APPLICATION

All the details of life including making money, or having other success, can distract us from the real purpose of our life which is to serve God and fulfil the plan for our individual path for our brief time here on earth.

If we rely on the details of life for happiness we are going to be disillusioned, as without our life being based on the Word of God the details of life do not become satisfying.

When the Jews put the Lord first they had a time of great spiritual prosperity and receive associated blessings from God.

However there is a trend towards degeneracy into commercialism and religion, which if actively pursued results in the domination of Israel by foreign nations and eventually to their dispersion from the Land

After the church age and before the imprisonment of Satan at the start of the Millennium the restraint is removed from the mystery of iniquity and religion combined with commercialism become rampant in the Tribulation period. Revelation 17,18.
DOCTRINES

HAPPINESS – see page 43

MEASUREMENTS AND WEIGHTS

1. Weights were carried in pouches (Deuteronomy 25:13; Micah 6:11; Proverbs 16:11) to enable a purchaser to check the weight of metals used for exchange (Genesis 23:16).

a) Talent - the heaviest weight, usually about 30 kg, used to weigh gold (2 Samuel 12:30), silver, iron (1Chronicles 29:7) and bronze (Exodus 38:29).

b) Mina usually weighed about 500 grams and was used to measure gold (1 Kings 10:17), silver (Ezra 2:69).

c) Shekel was the most common weight used in the Middle East, varying in weight from 10 to 13 grams.

i) Royal shekel (2 Samuel 14:26)

ii) Common shekel (1 Samuel 17:5; 2 Kings 7:1; Ezekiel 4:10).

iii) Temple shekel (Exodus 30:13; Leviticus 5:15).

d) Bekah or half shekel (Genesis 24:22).

e) Gerahs (Exodus 30:13; Ezekiel 45:12) was one twentieth of a shekel.

f) Pound (John 12:3; 19:39) weighed 330 grams.

2. Linear measurement of objects consisted of:

a) The reed - approximately 3 metres in length or 6 cubits (Ezekiel 40:5; Revelation 21:15).

b) Cubit - the distance from the elbow to the fingertip, approximately 1/2 metre (Deuteronomy 3:11 Genesis 7:20).

c) Span - was half a cubit (1 Samuel 17:4; Exodus 28:16.

d) Palm - was one sixth of a cubit (1 Kings 7:26).

e) Finger - was one quarter of a palm.

3. Measurement of distance included:

a) Bowshot (Genesis 21:16).

b) Length of a ploughed furrow (1 Samuel 14:14).

c) A day's journey (Numbers 11:31 ; 1 Kings 19:4).

d) A journey of three days (Genesis 30:36; Exodus 3:18).

e) Fathom (Acts 27:28) measured 1.8 metres.

f) Furlong (Luke 24:13; Revelation 14:20), 165 metres.

g) Mile (Matthew 5:41), 1480 metres.

h) Sabbath Day's journey (Acts 1:12), 1,000 metres.

4. Measurements of capacity:

a) A donkey load (Leviticus 27:16) 220 litres

b) Firkin (John 2:6) 40 litres

c) Ephah (Zechariah 5:6-10; Amos 8:5) 22 litres

d) Bath (1 Kings 7:26; 2 Chronicles 2:10) 22 litres

e) Bushel (Matthew 5:15; Mark 4:21) 9 litres

f) Hin (Leviticus 19:36) 4 litres

g) Omer (Exodus 16:16-33) 2.2 litres

h) Log (Leviticus 14:10) 2.2 litres

i) Measure (Revelation 6:6) 1 litre

BABEL:  TOWER OF BABEL

1. MEANING - Babel means confusion.

The tower was build under the direction of Nimrod in Babylon as a tower to reach heaven (Genesis 9:8-10; 11:1-9) The Tower of Babel  had seven stages, each made of different coloured bricks, representing five planets, the sun and the moon. The colours from the base were black, orange, red, gold, yellow, blue and silver.

2. HISTORICAL EVIDENCE OF THE TOWER OF BABEL

Evidence of the Tower of Babel came from all the continents.

a) AFRICA - In Egypt, dating from a few hundred years BC, a Chaldean priest at the temple of Osirus wrote the following:  In the temple it is stated, "It is said that the first men puffed up out of all measure by their strength, despised the gods and reared a tower of prodigious height which is now at Babylon. It had nearly reached the heavens when a wind overthrew the building and the men, who until then had only one language, began from that time to speak different dialects.

b) ARABIA - In Arabia a writer stated that, "Mankind swept together by the winds into a plain afterwards called Babel, was scattered again by the same means." Wind, in context, is speech. They were united by speech at Babel and then divided by speech.

c) CENTRAL AMERICA - A legend tells that one of the seven giants rescued from the deluge (flood) built a great pyramid in Mexico) to storm heaven. The gods destroyed the tower by fire and confounded the builders in their languages.

d) NORTH AMERICA - The Indians had a legend which states, "There was a great flood, many people were drowned. Others took refuge in a great floating building. It eventually grounded on a rock and broke into two pieces. In one half were those who spoke the Indian language, in the other were those who spoke other tongues.

e) EUROPE - In Estonia there is a tradition of the confusion of tongues.

f) AUSTRALIA - The Aborigines have a tradition regarding the diversity of languages.

g) INDIA - The variety of languages are related to a high tower.

h) CENTRAL AFRICA - Livingstone, when exploring Central Africa, found a tradition of a high tower being connected with a diversity of tongues.

3. At the time of Nebuchadnezzar, Babylon was 25 kilometres square. Almost within the city limits was a huge tower, the mightiest ruin in the whole of Mesopotamia. It was on an unburnt brick base with burnt bricks for the tower with bitumen for mortar. The name given to the tower means "the house of the platform of the foundation of the tower between heaven and earth".

4. Hamurabbi the great lawgiver who lived at about the time of Abraham, rebuilt the tower of Babel. He dedicated it to Marduk or Nimrod, the original builder. This tower was one of the wonders of the ancient world at his time.

5. In the 3rd century BC Alexander the Great, who was making the world capital Babylon, gave orders to rebuild the Tower of Babel. He died soon after issuing the order.

6. It would be expected that different cultures would have something about the Tower of Babel in their traditions:

a) MESOPOTAMIA - Major cities in the area have stepped towers called ziggarettes. Ziggu is Arabic for remember. These towers are buildings of remembrance. They are always associated with the temples.

b) EGYPT - The oldest pyramids were always stepped pyramids. Most of these buildings were built in seven steps and were a means by which the pharaoh would, at death, be able to ascend into heaven.

c) CENTRAL AMERICA - These are the biggest pyramids ever built, covering 20 hectares. There are 500 pyramids in Yucatan in Mexico.

d) BAHRAIN - Pyramids are attached to the graves of the dead.

e) INDIA - The vast majority of temples have a tower adjacent to the temple called a pagoda. These have seven steps. It is a sacred tower to reach up into heaven.

f) BURMA - In this country are thousands of pagodas.

g) CHINA - In most of the temples they have seven-staged pagodas.

h) TAHITI - When Captain Cook went to Tahiti to observe the transit of Venus, he found a huge coral pyramid. He was told that it was associated with the kings. The kings were mummified and it was believed they went up to heaven through this stepped pyramid.

7. There is a comparison between Babel and the Church.

a) Man commenced in unity at the tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1).

The church commenced in unity (Acts 2:1 ).

b) The tower, a great structure, was built using vast resources and human energy. (Genesis 11:3-4) They were still of one language (Genesis 11:6) but had wrong motivation.

During the period of the early Roman Catholic Church, great structures were built, they had a common language (Latin) and a common unity.

c) There came upon the people a multitude of languages (Genesis 11:7-9)

With the Reformation, a multiplicity of churches in native languages spread across the face of the earth.

8. The Tower of Babel represents internationalism. God dispersed the people into different languages and nations.

The antichrist and his system known as "Mystery Babylon" will unite the world politically, religiously and economically.  Jesus Christ will destroy this system at the Second Advent.

CHAPTER 6

ZECHARIAH 6:1-8

1  And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four chariots out from between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass. 2  In the first chariot were red horses; and in the second chariot black horses; 3  And in the third chariot white horses; and in the fourth chariot grizzled and bay horses. 4  Then I answered and said unto the angel that talked with me, What are these, my lord? 5  And the angel answered and said unto me, These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the LORD of all the earth. 6  The black horses which are therein go forth into the north country; and the white go forth after them; and the grizzled go forth toward the south country. 7  And the bay went forth, and sought to go that they might walk to and fro through the earth: and he said, Get you hence, walk to and fro through the earth. So they walked to and fro through the earth. 8  Then cried he upon me, and spake unto me, saying, Behold, these that go toward the north country have quieted my spirit in the north country.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION

This chapter starts with the vision of the four chariots and ends with the coronation of Joshua the High Priest. As with many prophecies in the Scriptures this prophecy has a near and far fulfilment, it was meaningful to the generation Zechariah was ministering to but it also referred to a situation in the far future from his time.

At the time of this prophecy in 518 BC there are two main concentrations of Jews in the Middle East, a group who under Zerubbabel and Joshua have returned to Jerusalem to reconstruct the temple and city and a group in Babylon who were living well in deceptively prosperous surroundings.

The temple is in the process of being constructed with the process being restarted in 520 after a lengthy period of inactivity. It will be completed four years later and dedicated in 516 BC, exactly 70 years after its destruction in 586 BC. There is no physical wall around Jerusalem at this time but there is a wall of fire provided by the Lord Jesus Christ which will protect the Jews in Jerusalem while they are about the Lord’s work.
The Jews in Babylon had been warned that they should get out of the city but many ignored this warning and in 518 tragedy struck Babylon. The Chaldeans based in Babylon saw that they had grown rich and had a very strong economy. The people in Babylon were in better economic shape than the Persians and felt that there was an opportunity to reclaim their empire which had fallen on the night of the writing on the wall incident.

The Persians naturally reacted to this. A Persian general used a ruthlessly cunning means of easily defeating them as he approached the city having cut his own nose and ears off and claimed that he had been mutilated as part of his removal from the Persian army. He said he wanted to join the Chaldeans because of that. He was accepted into the city but soon afterwards opened the gates of the city allowing the Persian army to sweep into Babylon and completely defeat those within. As a result many Jews who had ignored the Lord’s warning were killed. The Chaldeans never recovered from this incident as the Persians eliminated all the rebellious leadership bye xecution.
For the Jews in the land from the completion of the temple in 516 BC to the death of Alexander the Great in 323 BC there is going to be a time of great prosperity even though there are times of wars and problems in the earth as a whole.

The chariot was the ancient equivalent of the modern day tank. It was made of wood and iron, with iron wheels and originated from the Assyrians, who had received their knowledge of iron from the Hittites. As Egypt was good horse country they sold many chariots to Egypt. Therefore Israel was well aware of chariots. The chariots were a super weapon until the Chaldeans released their lions causing the horses to bolt.

1  And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four chariots out from between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass. 2  In the first chariot were red horses; and in the second chariot black horses; 3  And in the third chariot white horses; and in the fourth chariot grisled and bay horses. 

Zechariah now receives yet another vision. He turned around, which means Zechariah got back to studying which in his case was by means of a vision. The lifting up of his eyes and beholding are stages in concentration. However what he sees he does not understand.

He sees four chariots come out from between two mountains drawn by different types of horses. As we see in verse 5 these are four groups of angelic beings which are used to protect the Jews in Jerusalem but also to judge those who have remained behind in Babylon. This is using angels to bring God’s plan into being and protect believers who are in the right place. The angels also deal with those who practice anti-Semitism. Genesis 12:3

The number four speaks of the universality of God’s control. We know of the four corners of the earth as an example of this overriding control. They are from between the two mountains, Mt Moriah and the Mount of Olives. 

They are of brass representing judgment for it was on Mount Moriah at Golgotha that Jesus was crucified and it will be to the Mount of Olives that He will return to judge those who have battled against him. The two mountains are also places of deliverance for the believer at the Cross and for those besieged in Jerusalem at the Second Advent of Christ.

In verses 2 and 3 we have a description of the horses that pull the chariots. 

The first chariot has red horses which speak of war and bloodshed. During the time that there is a wall of fire at Jerusalem outside there is war and bloodshed throughout the world. This has its counterpart in the second horse of the seal judgments Revelation 6:3,4 “And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see.  4  And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.”
The second horse is black which is the equivalent of famine and disaster and depression. Revelation 6:5,6  And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand.  6  And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. The Jews in Babylon stayed behind as they were economically doing well but with the judgment of Babylon under the Persians this turned to disaster.

The white horse in verse 3 is victory and triumph. Whilst there is a white horse in Revelation 6:1-2 this is the false Messiah and the victory is seen with the white horse in Revelation 19:11 “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.” God protects the Jews who are behind the wall of fire whether it was in Zechariah’s day or the days of the Tribulation.

The grizzled one is a spotted horse and represents disease, pestilence, plague and epidemic causing death as seen in Revelation 6:7-8  “And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see.  8  And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.”
The bay horse has a red body and black mane and tail. The red represents the blood of Christ and the black the judgment on Christ so is most likely a picture of evangelism which is covered in Revelation 7:9-14.

4. Then I answered and said unto the angel that talked with me, What are these, my lord? 5  And the angel answered and said unto me, These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the LORD of all the earth. 6  The black horses which are therein go forth into the north country; and the white go forth after them; and the grisled go forth toward the south country. 7  And the bay went forth, and sought to go that they might walk to and fro through the earth: and he said, Get you hence, walk to and fro through the earth. So they walked to and fro through the earth. 8  Then cried he upon me, and spake unto me, saying, Behold, these that go toward the north country have quieted my spirit in the north country.

In verse 4 Zechariah again asks the teaching angel what all this means as he can understand the physical chariots and horses but does not know the explanation. The angel tells him that these are then four spirits of the heavens which go out from the Lord. The word spirits in the plural deal with angels, be they elect or fallen, while the singular spirit deals with either the Holy Spirit or the spirit of a human.
We notice that these angels go out from standing before the Lord of all the earth. They are therefore going out to do God’s bidding. These are the means by which the Lord gives a wall of fire. He is able to do this because of His absolute character. 

The Bible cites cases of a continual battle between the angels such as the angel who visited and taught Daniel being delayed for three weeks in the court of Persia Daniel  10:12-14  “Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words.  13  But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia.  14  Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the vision is for many days.”
The operation of the four chariots is given in verses 6 and 7. There is a detachment for each of these groups. We notice that they do not all go in the same direction.

The black horses go north, and they are heading for Babylon. While Babylon is generally east from Jerusalem being close to the modern day Baghdad people in the ancient world travelling from Mesopotamia such as Abraham coming from Ur of the Chaldees travelled north to Haran before heading south into the Promised Land due to the desert which separates the two areas. The black troop is therefore going to Babylon to bring economic disaster to the Jews and Gentiles in that area.
The white horse represents victory and in 518 BC the Persians who were the group which God had selected for this period of history to rule the area and they were victorious against the rebellion of the Chaldeans. Babylon was destroyed and later it was Baghdad which started to take precedence over Babylon. Ur of the Chaldees had been replaced by Babylon which itself was replaced by Baghdad. 

We notice that the grizzled horse goes towards the south. They head towards Egypt rather than Babylon. When the Jews went into captivity a remnant of the Jews were left in the land. These people kidnapped Jeremiah and took him south into Egypt and the grizzled horse is a judgment on Egypt to prevent her advancing north to interfere with the work of the Jews at Jerusalem.
The other horse mentioned is the bay horse which now travels world wide on its work of evangelism. The economic problems in Babylon, the judgment on Egypt and other catastrophes give opportunities for evangelism. This indicates also that angels have a role in evangelism. This is also seen in Revelation 14:6-7 “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,  7  Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”
In verse 8 we have the judgment of the north country or Babylon. The phrase “quietened my spirit” means to satisfy the wrath of God. The Hebrew word Ruach can mean spirit, anger or wind among other things. He has righteous anger with the Jews who have remained in Babylon and his anger has been fulfilled by the black troop. It is of interest that the Septuagint rendering of verse 8 is “And he cried out and spoke to me, saying, Behold, these go out to the land of the north, and they have quieted mine anger in the land of the north.”
APPLICATION

We have a wall of fire around us when we are attending to the Lord’s work. We may appear to be safe in our comfortable conditions but if we are not where the Lord wants us to be such appearances can be fraught with danger.
Many people put their emphasis on the details of life such as money, pleasure, health, success, status symbols and social standing. However if these are taken away from a person they have nothing left. The wise person places their priority on God and even if the details of life are removed they still have the Lord. 

We can have inner happiness irrespective of whether we have the details of life or not.
God uses angels to bring His plan into being. Since this is Satan’s world and run by fallen angels God will protect us using elect angels. We know as Christians we each have guardian angels.
God is not only a God of grace but also a God of judgment. We do things in God’s way and we are the subject of His grace, we do it our way which is not satisfactory to God and we will be judged for it.

When God promises something he is not only able to do so but will do so because of His matchless character. What happens is dependant on Him and His character.

If you keep details in your life as of greater importance than the Lord it will become a thorn in the flesh.
We cannot afford to continually go against the word and will of God as demonstrated by the fate of the Jews in Babylon.

It does not matter how smart you are from an academic viewpoint if you do not know the Lord and His word you are foolish.

DOCTRINES

ANTISEMITISM  - see page 25

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD  - see page 35

HAPPINESS: - see page 43

ANGELS

1. There are two kinds of angels:

a) Elect Angels (1 Timothy 5:21) - those which have chosen to remain with God.

b) Fallen angels - those which have rebelled against God and followed Satan:

i) imprisoned ones (Jude 6, 2 Peter 2:4) - apparently active on earth prior to the Flood (Genesis 6)

ii) demons, currently active on earth (1 Corinthians 10:20,21, Mark 5:1-20)

2. There are various orders in the angelic realm.

a) Cherubim (highest order) -. (Genesis 3:24, Exodus 25:19-20) Cherubs were originally the defenders of divine holiness. Lucifer (Satan) was a cherub (Ezekiel 28:14)

b) Seraphim - (Isaiah 6:2). Seraph means burning ones.

c) Rulers, Principalities and Powers - can refer to human authorities, but usually refers to angels (and generally to fallen angels).  (Ephesians 3:10, 6:12, Colossians 1:16). They control certain segments of the human race, they can control the voice and the mind. (Mark 5:1-20).

d) Ministering Angels

i) Guardian angels. (Hebrews 1:14).  Protect and assist believers.

ii) Angels of the waters. (Revelation 16:5). Water is used as a prison. Abyss (Greek), refers to an underwater prison.

iii) Angels of the abyss. (Revelation 9:1,11 ). An angel which has a special responsibility for the abyss.

iv) Angel of fire. (Revelation 14:18).

v) Angels of judgment. (Revelation 8:2, ch 15,16) - trumpets and bowls.

vi) Watcher angels. (Daniel 4:13).

3. Appearance of angels:

a) Angels can appear as human beings (Genesis 18:1-2, Hebrews 13:2)

b) Angels are described variously as having wings, many eyes, many faces (Isaiah 6:2, Ezekiel 1) and often glow with brilliant light (Matthew 28:2-3).

c) Lucifer (Satan) was the most beautiful creature ever to come from the hand of God (Ezekiel 28:12-17)

d) Angels are NOT pink fat babies with wings, or red skinned creatures with horns and forked tails.

4. Named angels:

a) Lucifer, son of the morning, was the covering cherub over the Throne of God (Isaiah 14:12).  His name is now Satan, the accuser/slanderer (Revelation 12:10)

b) Gabriel a messenger angel (Daniel 8:16, 9:21, Luke 1:19,26)

c) Michael a fighting angel (Revelation 12:7, Jude 9) and guardian angel of Israel. (Daniel 10:21, 12:1)

5. Angels and Christ's Incarnation

a) At his birth - (Luke 2:9-15)

b) At his temptation - (Matthew 4:11)

c) At his resurrection - (Matthew 28:2)

d) At his ascension - (Acts 1:10)

e) At the Second Advent - (Matthew 13:37-39, 24:31, 25:31, 2 Thessalonians 1:7)

6. Angels and Man

a) Angels were watching at the time of creation. (Job 38:7)

b) Angels were present when God gave Moses the Law. (Galatians 3:19, Acts 7:53).

c) Angels are watching us now. (1 Corinthians 4:9, Ephesians 3:10, 1 Timothy 5:21, 1 Peter 1:12.)

d) The elect angels rejoice whenever someone is saved (Luke 15:7-10).

7. Many times revelations from God were mediated through angels - 

a) The Law of Moses -, Exodus 3:2 , Galatians 3:19, Acts 7:53, Hebrews 2:2

b) Prophetical announcements to Daniel - Daniel 7:16, 8:16-26, 9:20-27, 10:1-12:13

c) Prophetical announcements to Zechariah - Zechariah 1:9, 2:3, 4:1,5, 5:5, 6:4,5

d) Announcement of the birth of John to Zacharias - Luke 1:11-20

e) Announcement of the birth of Jesus to Mary - Luke 1:26-38, and Joseph - Matthew 1:20-21

PROMISES

1. FROM GOD'S VIEWPOINT

When a person promises you something the promise is only as strong as the character of the person making the promise. The character of God is perfect therefore His promises are totally reliable.

a) Unchangeable - A promise in the Bible is the same for us in the 20th Century as it was to Paul.

b) All-knowing - God knows all our problems so there is always a promise or doctrine to cater for our difficulties.

c) Love - God will provide for His children.

d) Truth - All the promises are totally true.

2. FROM MAN'S VIEWPOINT

a) We must know the promises.

b) We must believe the promises.

c) We must want to trust in God.

3. THERE ARE ABOUT 7,000 PROMISES THAT DEAL WITH THE CHRISTIAN ON EARTH

4. TYPICAL PROMISES FOR VARIOUS STAGES IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

a) Stage 1 - Salvation (John 3:16; Acts 16:31)

b) Stage 2 - Christian on earth (1 John 1:9; Romans 8:28; 1 Peter 5:7)

c) Stage 3 - Believers in Heaven (1 Peter 1:3-5; Revelation 21:4)

5. FOR THE CHRISTIAN ON EARTH - HOW DO WE MAKE THEM WORK?

a) We must be a believer in Jesus Christ.

b) Take every promise to mean what it says.

c) Confess all your known sins using the promise in (1 John 1:9)

d) If a promise says to do something, do it (i.e. pray, believe, confess etc.)

e) Wait for answers, the Lord will answer in His time.

f) Keep a promise notebook, learn the promises.

6. GENERAL SCRIPTURE ON THE PROMISES OF GOD (Hebrews 3:7 - 4:11)

a) The geographical areas in which the Exodus generation found themselves can represent stages in the Christian.

i) Egypt - unbelief.

ii) Red Sea crossing - salvation by faith (i.e. leaving Egypt)

iii) Wilderness - the carnal and immature Christian life claiming only some promises and failing regularly.

iv) Jordan crossing - full realisation of God's favour by faith.

v) Promised land - the mature Christian resting in God and only failing occasionally.

b) The author of Hebrews in (Chapter 3:7,19) exhorts the Jews at Jerusalem and us not to fall into the same traps as the Exodus generation in unbelief.

c) Questions And Answers on Hebrews (Chapter 4) refers to the Christian on earth.

Verse 1:  What happens if we fail to claim a promise? - We lack peace of mind.

Verse 2:  What characteristic of God does this verse highlight? - Unchangeable.

How are the promises made active? - By being mixed with faith.

Verse 3:  Which came first, man or the promises of God? - The promises, God is all-knowing.

Verse 4:  Why did God rest? - Because He had provided all things necessary for man.

Verses 5 & 6:  Will any succeed in this area? - Yes, some will.

Verse 7:  Are the promises still available today? - Yes.

What must we do? - Accept God's provision.

What must we not do? - Harden our hearts.

Verse 8:  Jesus in some translations is, in fact, Joshua.

Verse 9:  To whom are the promises available? - Believers only.

Verse 10:  What choice have we as a Christian? - Human works or God's works and provision.

Verse 11:  What is the great trap? - Unbelief. We should actively pursue the promises of God.

7. MAJOR PROMISES

Learn to claim these when:

a) In difficulties (Romans 8:28)

b) You have sinned (1 John 1:9)

c) You are worried (1 Peter 5:7)

d) You have been wronged (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

e) Prayer (Matthew 7:7)

f) You are lonely (Hebrews 13:5)

g) You have doubts (Philippians 4:13)

h) The Bible (Hebrews 4:12)

i) You cannot sleep (Psalm 4:8)

j) You are unhappy (Psalm 147:3)

k) You are tempted to retaliate (Romans 12:17,19)

l) You are in danger (Psalm 23:4)

BIBLE:  BIBLE AND THE BELIEVER

1. The Scriptures are designed to have the following effect on the believer.

a) Illuminating. (Psalm 119:130)

b) Making wise the simple. (Psalm 19:7)

c) Producing faith (John 20:31), hope (Psalm 119:49, Romans 15:4), and  obedience (Deuteronomy 17:19-20)

d) Cleansing the heart (John 15:3, Ephesians 5:26) and  the ways (Psalm 119:9)

e) Keeping us from destructive paths. (Psalm 17:4)

f) Supporting life. (Matthew 4:4 cf Deuteronomy 8:3)

g) Building up in the faith. (Acts 20:32)

h) Comforting. (Psalm 119:82, Romans 15:4)

i) Promoting growth in grace. (1 Peter 2:2)

j) Admonishing. (1 Corinthians 10:11)

k) Rejoicing the heart. (Psalm 119:18,111)

l) Sanctifying. (John 17:17, Ephesians 5:26)

2. The Scriptures should be:-

a) Believed (John 2:22) and obeyed (James 1:22)

b) The standard for teaching. (1 Peter 4:11)

c) Appealed to. (1 Corinthians 1:31, 1 Peter 1:16)

d) Read publicly to all. (Acts 13:15)

e) Known. (2 Timothy 3:15)

f) Received as the Word of God (1 Thessalonians 2:13) with meekness (James 1:21)

g) Searched. (John 5:39, Acts 17:11)

h) Used against our spiritual enemies. (Ephesians 6:11,17)

i) Taught to everyone including children. (Deuteronomy 6:7, 11:19, Nehemiah 8:7-8)

j) Talked about continually. (Deuteronomy 6:7)

k) Not handled deceitfully. (2 Corinthians 4:2)

3. For the unbeliever the Scripture should be for:-

a) Regeneration. (James 1:18, 1 Peter 1:23)

b) Quickening. (Psalm 119:50,93)

c) Converting the soul. (Psalm 19:7)

GOD:  ABILITY OF GOD

1. The declaration of Divine Power - Matthew 19:26

2. God is able to save forever those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ - Hebrews 7:25

3. God is able to supply every need - 2 Corinthians 9:8

4. God is able to deliver all who are tempted - Hebrews 2:18

5. God is able to sustain the weak believer and make him stand - Romans 14:4

6. God is able to keep us from falling and make us blameless - Jude 24,25

7. God is able to surpass all expectations and requests - Ephesians 3:20

8. God is able to raise us up in resurrection in the likeness of His Son - Hebrews 11:19

ZECHARIAH 6:9-15

9  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 10  Take of them of the captivity, even of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, which are come from Babylon, and come thou the same day, and go into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah; 11  Then take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest; 12  And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying,

 Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD: 13  Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both. 14  And the crowns shall be to Helem, and to Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a memorial in the temple of the LORD. 15  And they that are far off shall come and build in the temple of the LORD, and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. And this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

9  And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 10  Take of them of the captivity, even of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, which are come from Babylon, and come thou the same day, and go into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah; 11  Then take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest; 

We now see the coronation of Joshua the High Priest and the three rich men who had come from Babylon with much riches having heeded the words of Zechariah. The scene we have here is another step in the ending of the dispersion and the recommencement of the worship in the Temple at Jerusalem. The two events that will terminate the dispersion; the building of the temple, and the restoration of the priestly ministry.

In these verses again we have the concept of dual fulfilment the coronation of Joshua the High priest in 518 BC and the commencement of the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ at the Second Advent. The two sources of information were the prophets and the priests. The priests taught from the written Word, as it existed in those days, while the prophets filled in the detail from visions, dreams and direct messages from the Lord. These were eventually recorded in writing expanding the written word from which the priests could teach.
Zechariah starts with the phrase the word of the Lord came to me saying indicating that this would become a permanent part of the Word of God. He tells about the three who came back from Babylon
The original crown which was a single crown did not come back into the Land with the group from Babylon. The original had been lost. These people will provide the funds for a double crown. Joshua wore this crown once at the coronation and that was it. 
The three men are told to go to a person called Josiah the son of Zephaniah. This Zephaniah is not the author of the book of the same name. It was a common name in use in Israel at this time. 

The first man from Babylon Heldai has a name meaning “to be smooth or to glide”, which indicates a transient or temporal life. His name reflects a fleeting happiness with emphasis on the details of life. He represents the people who have made a lot of money. It is noted that of the three from Babylon he was the only one to change his name as he is called Helem in verse 14. This means a person who is the recipient of doctrine or God’s Word.
The second man Tobijah has a name which means “pleasing to the Lord”, who returned to Jerusalem as he was pleasing to the Lord, and he clearly desired to continue to be so. He therefore represents the believer who is the producer of divine good. The third man is Jedaiah which means the Lord provides for him. His name is based on a verb meaning God knows and therefore God provides.
The host in Jerusalem is Josiah which means God heals which in its Old Testament form means reconciliation and is related to sewing a wound together so that both sides of the wound are brought back into contact. Josiah is also given another name in verse 14 “Hen”, which means Grace.

The double crown represents that Jesus Christ is a king while the second is that He is also a priest. At the time of Joshua, which incidentally is Jesus in the Hebrew, and this Joshua was from the tribe of Levi while Zerubbabel was from the ruling line of Judah. With Jesus Christ however He is a king priest after the order of Melchizedek; hence the double crown.  Hebrews 6:16 – 7:19.
The two crowns will be put up in the Temple as a memorial to the Lord Jesus Christ just as the bones of Joseph were not buried in Egypt but brought back to the Promised Land for burial with the Exodus generation. We as the Church are a nation of king priests because we are in union with Christ. The silver in the crown represents redemption while the gold is the character of God.  1 Peter 2:6-10.
12  And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying,  Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD: 13  Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both. 
These two verses are a parenthesis, and they speak of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Branch, in this case the man whose name is the branch, and this relates to the Gospel of Luke, where the emphasis in Jesus Christ as the perfect man. In the previous times there would be stress between the tribes of Judah and Levi, but in Christ there is unity.

As God Jesus Christ could not die, therefore he had to become a true and perfect man. Four functions that Jesus Christ fulfilled as a man, being a king who is a man who rules over other men, a priest who is a man who represents other men before God, a mediator who has to be equal with both parties, God and man and a Saviour to die for the sins of mankind.
He will also fulfil the Abrahamic, Davidic, Palestinian, and New Covenants to Israel at the Second Advent. This is why the crowd on Palm Sunday cut down palm branches and waved them, because in error they thought they were greeting the Branch coming in to set up His Millennium. Psalm 118:18-29.  However the Lord had to go to the Cross before He could receive the Crown; he had to become the stone rejected by the builders, before he would build his church and then return to establish his millennial kingdom.
In verse 12 the word translated Branch which is Tsemach is repeated here, as it is the same root word for grow up as = Tsamach. What is being said here is that the branch will grow and branch out. It continues saying that He shall build a temple which will be the Millennial Temple.   Ezekiel chapters 40-48, Micah 4:1-7, Isaiah 56:4-7.
In verse 13 we see that the King Priest will reign from the Temple. In the Tabernacle and Solomon’s Temple was the Shekinah glory but in the Millennial Temple the Lord will be seated in glory. There will of course be peace between the political and spiritual areas because they are now in one person, the person of the God-man the Lord Jesus Christ.

There will be a temple during the Tribulation but it will be a false temple where priests will offer blasphemous sacrifices. 

14  And the crowns shall be to Helem, and to Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a memorial in the temple of the LORD. 15  And they that are far off shall come and build in the temple of the LORD, and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. And this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God.
The crowns will also be a memorial to four men as well as a memorial to Christ. It is a memorial to the grace of God. They were promised that when visitors or their children went into the temple and looked at the double crowns and understood what it meant, and if they heard the truth and obeyed, they would receive blessings.
APPLICATION

The Lord provided the Word of God by different means until the canon of Scripture is completed. He also provided potential salvation for all as He is not willing that any should perish. 2 Peter 3:9. 
It is noted that at the end of each cycle of dispersion the sign of its termination is a temple, at the exodus under Moses they had a tabernacle, at the end of the Babylonian captivity the temple finished by Zerubbabel and at the Second Advent the temple for the Millennium built by Christ Himself.

The Lord will give people opportunities to not only be saved but to be used in an important way in the Plan of God. In the case of the three men from Babylon they left their exit from the apparent safety of Babylon to just before disaster occurred.

By your work and participation in the plan of God, others following on are affected, and you bring glory to the Lord.
Without the Millennium it is not possible for God to literally fulfil the Davidic and Palestinian covenants with Israel where Jesus Christ reigns in Jerusalem as the King of the Jews and the nation of Israel inherits and occupies the area of land promised to Abraham.

The Temple which will be built for the Jews to worship during the Tribulation will be a false Temple with the Lord Jesus Christ creating the new Temple to officially end the dispersion at the beginning of the Millennium when He personally will call all the Jews back to the land as a shepherd calls his sheep.
DOCTRINES

COVENANTS:  see page 33

COVENANTS:  DAVIDIC see page 34

COVENANTS:  PALESTINIAN  see page 34

GOD - SHEKINAH GLORY – see page 34
DREAMS

1. Dreams have been used by the Lord in the history of his revelation to man to communicate specific warnings and prophetic truth. Of the seventy references to them, all but eight occur in the Old Testament period, and the others before the establishment of the church. They do not appear to be a common phenomenon for guidance or direction within the church age. This is likely due to the role of the Holy Spirit which is expanded from the Old Testament times, and is directive in this age. Refer Holy Spirit Ministries.

2. Dreams occurred many times in the history of Israel as a direct means for specific guidance. Genesis 20:3-6, 31:11, 24, 37:5-10, Daniel 7:1ff. They were used to direct Mary and Joseph, and the Wise men, quite specifically regarding the birth of Jesus. Matthew 1:20, 2:12-22.

3. Dreams, or visions of significance were either self explanatory or the person had to go to a person skilled in dream interpretation. Genesis 20:3, 28:12, Numbers 12:6, Deuteronomy 13:1.

4. Visions, like dreams were unusual events, and appear to be restricted to key personnel who were tasked with communicating God’s Word to others. 1 Samuel 3:1-15, Isaiah 1:1ff, Ezekiel 7:13, Daniel 2:19.

5. In Acts there are specific visions given to the apostles for very specific purposes. Acts 9:10-16, 10:27-29, 16:6-9, 18:1-11, 2 Corinthians 12:1-7.

6. Dreams and visions may still occur, but they will occur in very unusual situations, for very specific reasons (as we see in Acts). They will occur in situations where, for some reason, the Holy Spirit chooses this means rather than directly speaking to the soul of the indwelt believer. While we must allow for the Lord to speak any way he chooses, this will be an unusual means nowadays because it is unnecessary due to the indwelling and filling ministries of the Holy Spirit for all believers; a situation not occurring in the Old Testament period.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD

1. Definition.

All believers of the Church Age belong to a unique system of royalty.  Revelation 1:6. This royalty is based on spiritual principles of Bible doctrine. While regeneration has occurred in every generation since the beginning of time, it is only the believers of the Church Age who form this eternal nobility.

2. Basis of royalty in the Church Age.

a. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the basis of royalty.  Acts 1:5; Romans 6:3,4 

b. No believer before or after the Church Age receives at salvation the baptism of the Holy Spirit; it is peculiar 
to this Age of history. Colossians 1:25,26

c. In every dispensation, the believer is regenerated by the Holy Spirit at the moment he believes in Christ; but in the Church Age the Holy Spirit  also baptises the believer into the Body of Christ. I Corinthians 12:13

3. Precedent for Royalty.

a. The order or battalion of Melchizedek provides both the pattern and precedent. Hebrews  5:6,10

b. However, Melchizedek acquired his royalty by becoming king of Salem, while Jesus Christ was born Royalty in the line of David. Matthew 1

c. Through the baptism of the Spirit, every believer is entered into union with Christ; hence, believers are known as the Body of Christ.  Colossians 1:18

d. As a member of the Body of Christ, every believer of the Church Age is eternally and personally related to the King of Kings. Galatians 3:26-29

d. When the Body of Christ is completed, the Church Age terminates with the resurrection or the Rapture, at which time the Body of Christ becomes the Bride of Christ.  Matthew 25:1-13; I Thessalonians 4:16-18

e. During the Tribulation, the Bride is prepared for, "Operation Footstool", the second phase of Christ's strategic victory, when all enemies are put under His feet.  Heb 1:13

4. Sign of Royalty.

a. The sign of royalty is the unprecedented universal indwelling, of the Holy Spirit. I Corinthians 6:19-20

b. The purpose of this indwelling is to glorify Jesus Christ. John 7:37-39

5. Security of Royalty.

a. The sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit guarantees the eternal security of the believer. Ephesians 1:13,14

b. Positional sanctification places every believer in the "palace" (heaven) forever.  Ephesians  1:3,4,11

6. Function of Royalty

a. The believer must advance toward the objective of spiritual maturity, at which time he receives the  accoutrements of royalty as well as the tactical victory of the angelic conflict. 

b. The believer fulfils the status of royalty in the modus operandi of the new priesthood. Hebrews 7-13

7. Future of Royalty.

As members of the Body of Christ and the Royal Priesthood (I Peter 2:9) all  Church Age believers will return with Christ at the Second Advent to participate in the strategic victory of the overthrow of Satan and the  Millennial reign of Christ. I Thessalonians 3:13; Revelation 5:10

SALVATION:  RECONCILIATION

1. Reconciliation is the removal of the barrier between God and man, or peace between God and man. While redemption is sinward and propitiation is Godward, reconciliation is manward. (2 Corinthians 5:18, Ephesians 2:16, Colossians 1:20, 21)

2. Reconciliation and the blood of Christ.

a) The blood of Christ is a synonym for the saving work of Christ on the Cross and the basis for reconciliation. (Colossians 1:20)

b) Hence the work of the Cross is associated with reconciliation. (Ephesians 2:16)

3. Reconciliation and Mankind: mankind is regarded as the enemy of God, and needs to be reconciled to God  (Romans 5:10, Colossians 1:2 1)

4. Peace, a synonym for reconciliation, reconciliation finds man the enemy of God, but the saving work of Christ on the Cross gives peace between God and man. (Ephesians 2:14 cf. 2:16 cf. Colossians 1:20)

5. Reconciliation portrayed in the Levitical Offerings:  the peace offering of Leviticus 3 depicts reconciliation or Christ's removing the barrier between God and man. (Leviticus 7:11-38, 8:15)

6. Application of reconciliation to the Church Age believer:  every member of the Body of Christ is an ambassador representing Christ on earth. Therefore each member of the Body of Christ has the ministry of reconciliation. (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)

7. The prophecy of reconciliation. (Isaiah 57:19)

8. The means of reconciliation - the removal of the barrier:

a) Sin removed by unlimited atonement. (2 Corinthians 5:14, 15, 18, 1 Timothy 2:6, 4:10, Titus 2:11, Hebrews 2:9, 1 John 2:2)

b) Penalty of Sin removed by expiation. (Psalm 22:1-6, Colossians 2:14)

c) Problem of physical birth removed by regeneration. (John 3:1-18, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:23)

d) Relative righteousness removed by imputation. (Romans 3:22, 9:30, 10:10, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9, Hebrews 10:14) and justification (Romans 4:1-5, 4:25, 5:1, 8:29, 30, Galatians 2:16, Titus 3:7)

9. The barrier of God's perfect character removed by propitiation. (Romans 3:22-26, 1 John 2:1, 2)

10. Problem of position in Adam removed by positional sanctification. (1 Corinthians 15:22, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 1:3-6)

CHAPTER 7

ZECHARIAH 7: 1-3

1  And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius, that the word of the LORD came unto Zechariah in the fourth day of the ninth month, even in Chisleu; 2  When they had sent unto the house of God Sherezer and Regemmelech, and their men, to pray before the LORD, 3  And to speak unto the priests which were in the house of the LORD of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done these so many years?
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter written in 518 BC we have a description of a delegation who were sent from Bethel to Jerusalem to investigate specific fasting. They have come to see the priests and the prophets from a place called the “house of God”. 

There were four fasts instituted during the Babylonian captivity from 586 BC to this time. The feasts had been set aside but as the nation was back in the land they had restarted, but the fasts continued. The four fasts were as follows:

[1]  Fast of Tammuz, the fourth Jewish month commemorated the famine in Jerusalem in the 11th year of Zedekiah as recorded in Jeremiah 52:6-7, “And in the fourth month, in the ninth day of the month, the famine was sore in the city, so that there was no bread for the people of the land.  7  Then the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled, and went forth out of the city by night by the way of the gate between the two walls, which was by the king's garden; (now the Chaldeans were by the city round about:) and they went by the way of the plain.”
[2]  Fast of Av, the fifth Jewish month commemorated the destruction of the Temple in 586 BC as recorded in Jeremiah 52:12-13, “Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the month, which was the nineteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, which served the king of Babylon, into Jerusalem,  13  And burned the house of the LORD, and the king's house; and all the houses of Jerusalem, and all the houses of the great men, burned he with fire:”
[3]  Fast of Tishri, the seventh Jewish month commemorated the death of Gedoliah who had been made governor of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar as shown in Jeremiah 41:1,2, “Now it came to pass in the seventh month, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah the son of Elishama, of the seed royal, and the princes of the king, even ten men with him, came unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah; and there they did eat bread together in Mizpah.  2  Then arose Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and the ten men that were with him, and smote Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan with the sword, and slew him, whom the king of Babylon had made governor over the land.”
[4]  Fast of Tebeth, the tenth Jewish month commemorated the besieging of the city of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar as shown in Jeremiah 39:1,  “In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, came Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon and all his army against Jerusalem, and they besieged it.” 

These fasts had been observed for 68 years, the first section being while under captivity but then continued for around twenty years after their release from captivity in 536 BC. The fasts include self abasement, with the beating of the chest and crying out “woe is me”. They drank water, but went without food. As they were now back in the land this delegation was sent to seek guidance from the priests and the prophets as to whether the fasts were still in operation or not.

1  And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius, that the word of the LORD came unto Zechariah in the fourth day of the ninth month, even in Chisleu; 2  When they had sent unto the house of God Sherezer and Regemmelech, and their men, to pray before the LORD, 3  And to speak unto the priests which were in the house of the LORD of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done these so many years?

The fourth year of King Darius is 518 BC. It even tells us the exact day, the 4th December of that year. The house of God we would normally think of as the Temple, but in the case of verse 2 the “house of God” is Bethel, a town away from Jerusalem. The house of God (Temple) had not yet been rebuilt completely.
It should be noted that the complete phrase “unto the house of God” is the singular word Bethel so the word unto is not in the original. Verse 2 should be therefore be translated, “When Bethel had sent Sherezer and Regemmelech and their men to pray before the Lord. These were delegates sent from Bethel to Jerusalem to seek spiritual guidance. 
They were to go to the priests and prophets to seek guidance using as their test case the fast of Av which related to the destruction of the Temple. This would be the one which was specifically of greatest interest to the priests, as well as the most “spiritual” of the fasts, as it dealt with the Temple. In essence they thought if they got an answer on this feast the others which were spiritually less legitimate would fall away of their own accord.
The priests were those who were knowledgeable about the written Scriptures such as the Torah, Psalms, Proverbs and many of the Old Testament books while the other group, the Prophets took up the slack by giving God’s word which as yet had not been committed to writing. The priests are now functioning reasonably fully because of the coronation of Joshua, although until the temple is completed there will be some rituals that will be incomplete. 
The delegation from Bethel now asked the priests whether there was a need to continue with the ritual fasting which had commenced many years before as some 20 years ago they had been released, and the Temple was now obviously under construction, and had been for the last 2 years, and would be under two years away from completion. 
His discussions with the priests were unproductive, as at this stage there was nothing in the written Scripture to give guidance to that question. They had everything up to Jeremiah and Lamentations, but there was nothing related to fasting. The four fasts were man made;  they were an attempt by man by man’s effort trying to please God.

APPLICATION

Ritual without reality is meaningless. If we are going to utilize certain rituals we need to seek guidance as to whether the ritual is legitimate or meaningful, or is it just a human tradition which has been handed down over the years in our particular denomination.
The prophets had a message for their day as well as often a future fulfilment which is known as the double fulfilment principle.

It is of critical importance that what one does in the Christian life is undertaken in a Biblically compatible way. There is no means by which man’s merit can be part of the Plan of God. The Plan of God depends on God’s character not the character of man.

DOCTRINES

FEASTS OF ISRAEL

1. In the Jewish calendar seven feasts were ordained by God for the Jews to follow and to be a sign to all believers.

2. In order the feasts were:-

a) Passover

b) Unleavened Bread

c) First Fruits

d) Pentecost

e) Trumpets

f) Atonement

g) Tabernacles

3. THE PASSOVER (Deuteronomy 16:1-8, Leviticus 23:5) 

Historically

a) This feast originated on the night when the angel of the Lord passed over the land of Egypt immediately prior to the children of Israel leaving their bondage under Moses.

b) A male lamb without blemish was killed on the 14th Nisan having been brought into the house 4 days before, great care being taken that not a bone in its body was broken. (Exodus 12:1-6)

c) The lamb was roasted, eaten with bitter herbs and any portion left was burnt. (Exodus 12:7-10)

d) In the original Passover the blood of the Lamb was daubed on the doorposts and lintels, any such house being spared from the last plague against Egypt. (Exodus 12:21-28) All plagues were against the gods of Egypt.

e) The Passover was on the anniversary of the promise to Abraham. (Exodus 12:41)

Fulfilment

a) The sacrificial lamb represents the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 5:7)

b) Christ died on the 14th Nisan on the cross having entered Jerusalem, the Holy city 4 days before on the 10th Nisan.

c) When the Roman soldiers broke the legs of the thieves they found Jesus dead so no bone in His body was broken. (John 19:32, 33)

d) The roasting of the lamb represents judgment, the bitter herbs representing sins or failures.

e) The eating of the lamb represents faith in the work of Christ i.e. eating and drinking at the communion table.)

f) By faith in Christ we are protected from the final judgment of God. (Romans 8:1)

Currently

a) Each time we celebrate the Lord's supper we are looking back to the cross and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

b) This could also represent salvation to the believer.

4. UNLEAVENED BREAD (Leviticus 23:6-8)

a) This feast lasted for seven days starting on the 15th Nisan and portrays the provision and fellowship with God.

b) The bread was unleavened due to the need to leave Egypt with utmost haste. In addition the wine was without leaven or alcohol - the wine being boiled during this feast. This has been found in Chaldean army instructions when it was feared that the Jews could revolt during the time of unleavened bread if they were served with alcoholic Chaldean beer.

c) As God can have nothing to do with sin God's provision is without leaven as leaven represents evil in the scriptures.

d) There are various forms of leaven in the Bible:-

i) Leaven of the Sadducees - human viewpoint. (Matthew 16:6)

ii) Leaven of the Pharisees - ritualism (Mark 8:15)

iii) Leaven of Herod - worldliness (Mark 8:15)

iv) Leaven of the Corinthians -wantonness(l Corinthians 5:6, 7)

v) Leaven of the Galatians - legalism (Galatians 5:9)

e) Bread made without leaven shows the perfection of Christ. (Leviticus 2:11)

f) This could represent the Christian walk for the believer.

g) The unleavened bread was cooked on a griddle which caused the bread to have stripes. It also had holes. By his stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:5) They will look upon him whom they have pierced.(Zechariah 12:10)

5. FIRST FRUITS (Leviticus 23:9-14)

a) This feast always occurred on a Sunday and was celebrated on the 17th Nisan.

b) This feast portrayed the resurrection of Christ and occurred half-way through the feast of Unleavened Bread.

c) Christ is said to be the first fruits of them that sleep. (1 Corinthians 15:20)

d) Christ rose 3 days after his death on the Passover.

e) The Jews crossed the Red Sea 3 days after leaving bondage.

f) The ark rested on Ararat on this very day after the flood. (Genesis 8:4)

g) This could represent the resurrection body for the believer.

6. PENTECOST (Leviticus 23:15-21)

a) Pente - fifty - this occurred always on a Sunday 50 days or a week of weeks after the first fruits, generally in May or June. (Leviticus 23:15)

b) It represents the dispersion of the Jews which occurred historically in AD 70 and there followed a long gap to the next feast representing the long time the Jews would be out of the land.

c) Pentecost in the year of the crucifixion was the day on which the Church age started with the baptism of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem. (Acts 2:1-4).

d) At Pentecost, 3,000 were born again; at the giving of the law, 3,000 were killed.

7. TRUMPETS (Leviticus 23:23, 24)

a) This occurred in September, the blowing of the trumpets representing the coming of the king. It is the Jewish New Year Day.

b) This represents the return of the Lord Jesus Christ for his Church at the Rapture. The Jews recognise this as the day on which God would again have a relationship with the Jews.

8. ATONEMENT (Leviticus 23:26-32)

a) This occurred ten days after the feast of trumpets. It represents the fact that believing Jews only enter into the Millennium.

b) From evaluation of (Daniel 12:11 & 12) and parallel passages it is apparent that there is a period of judgment at the second advent of some 45 days. This is a period of the wheat and tares, the sheep and the goats. The unbelievers are baptised with fire. (Matthew 3:11,12.) The believers enter the Millennium.

c) This was the only day of the year that the high priest was able to enter the Holy of Holies bringing a bowl of blood, once for himself and once for the nation. (Hebrews 9:6-7). His entry represents the sacrifice of Christ.

d) Christ's sacrifice is the fulfilment of this ritual. Christ only had to make one offering, as he was sinless, for the sins of the world. (Hebrews 9:11-14) On the feast of Atonement red wool, the Atonement Lot, was tied to the temple pillar. After the blood was spilt the lot turned white until the time of the cross. Afterwards it stayed red. This sign showed Christ's once and for all sacrifice.

9. TABERNACLES (Leviticus 23:33-36)

This occurred five days after the feast of Atonement and lasted a week. It represents the Millennial reign of Christ and the perfect provision and environment provided. (Deuteronomy 16:13-15, Romans 8:19-22)

10. It is of interest that the two feasts that speak of God's perfect provision - Unleavened Bread and Tabernacles - were a week duration whilst the others were for a day, speaking of a point in time occurrence such as the crucifixion, resurrection or rapture of the Church.

11. SUMMARY

a) PASSOVER fulfilled at The Crucifixion on Passover AD 32

b) UNLEAVENED BREAD fulfilled at Burial of Christ on Unleavened Bread AD 32

c) FIRST-FRUITS fulfilled at Resurrection of Christ on First-Fruits AD 32

d) PENTECOST fulfilled at End of Jewish Age on Pentecost AD 32

e) TRUMPETS to be fulfilled at Rapture of Church

f) ATONEMENT to be fulfilled at Second Advent of Christ

g) TABERNACLES to be fulfilled at Millennial reign of Christ

12. As Paul had seen the literal fulfilment of the first four feasts in some 8 weeks in AD 32 it is hardly surprising that he would expect to be in the "rapture generation" (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 2 Thessalonians 2:1)

WEEPING

1. Weeping is an expression of unbelief. e.g. The weeping of Numbers 14:1 and Hebrews 3:19.

2. Sinful type weeping

a) David's tears of failure. (2 Samuel 18:33, 19:1-4)

b) Breakdown of the mentality in catastrophe. (1 Samuel 30:4, Psalm 42:3)

c) Weeping of the frustration and bitterness of old timers at the dedication of the second temple. (Ezra 3:12, 13)

d) The crying of the drunkards in national disaster. (Joel 1:5)

e) The weeping of fear because of the giants in the land. (Numbers 14:1)

f) The weeping of unbelievers at judgment. (Matthew 8:12, 25:30, Luke 13:28)

3. Bona-fide areas of weeping.

a) Jesus wept at the tomb of Lazarus (John 11:35). Weeping is therefore bona-fide at bereavement.

b) Jesus wept over the city of Jerusalem (Luke 19:41) Weeping of patriotism.

c) Jesus wept on the cross (Hebrews 5:7)

d) As a mourner (1 Thessalonians 4:13)

e) An expression of happiness and faith

f) A reaction to pain.

4. There comes a time when all weeping is going to cease. (Isaiah 30:19, Revelation 21:4) after death.

LEGALISM

1. There are some areas of God's law which the believer would never violate because it is his area of strength.

2. No two people have the same area of strength, no two people have the same area of weakness in their human nature.

3. Violation of one part of the law makes a person a sinner just as another part of the law - all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

4. Legalism and self righteousness is prone to forget that all sin comes from the sinful nature.

5. Everyone has a sinful nature. Violation of law demonstrates its existence.

6. The legalist emphasises the commandments he keeps. The honest person recognises the commandments he breaks.

7. Doctrine removes legalism and self righteousness on the basis of grace.

8. Legalism minimises the weakness or besetting sin of the sinful nature while emphasising the weakness or besetting sin of someone else.

9. Legalism condemns those who fail in their own area of strength but legalism does not recognise that all have sinned.

10. Sometimes legalism is so strong that it fulfils both categories of 1 John 1:8, 1 John 1:10.

11. To be guilty one only has to sin once not the thousands of times one does (James 2:10)

12. Legalism hinders rewards

[a] Every believer has exactly the same position in Christ, the same assets and responsibilities except for spiritual gifts.

[b] Faithfulness or the utilisation of more grace is the basis of rewards

[c] This means that legalism which is the enemy of grace will keep many prominent believers from rewards in eternity.

[d] Legalism keeps the believer from depending on the filling of the Spirit which is the basis of divine production

[e] Faithfulness not prominence is the basis of reward Matthew 25:21

ZECHARIAH 7:4-7

4  Then came the word of the LORD of hosts unto me, saying, 5  Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the priests, saying, When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh month, even those seventy years, did ye at all fast unto me, even to me? 6  And when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did not ye eat for yourselves, and drink for yourselves? 7  Should ye not hear the words which the LORD hath cried by the former prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and in prosperity, and the cities thereof round about her, when men inhabited the south and the plain?
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

4  Then came the word of the LORD of hosts unto me, saying, 5  Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the priests, saying, When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh month, even those seventy years, did ye at all fast unto me, even to me? 6  And when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did not ye eat for yourselves, and drink for yourselves? 

The answer now comes back from the Lord via the prophet and over the next chapter and a half it is seen that this fast is in fact not legitimate. The Word of the Lord is the only thing that clarifies the issue.
In verse 5 the Lord says to him tell all the people of the land including the priests. The people who are asking are tired of the phoney ritual, and are looking to see whether it is still required, for deep within they actually already know it is not truly spiritually meaningful. However with nothing in the Word of God about this subject, light on what to do must be shed by God direct through the prophets.
God asks the question to the people through the prophet, whether when they fasted year after year, and fast after fast, did they do it really for God? What God is saying is that they had ritual without reality. This was weeping and wailing over past problems and disasters, but without genuine repentance towards God for the reasons that led to the disasters. They are crying over losing things and personal tragedies, but without real spiritual insight.
Eating and drinking again deals with the subject of faith. God says in verse 6 that even when they ate and drank as a symbol of faith they did it for selfish reasons. In the communion meal eating and drinking relates to faith in Christ. They continued the ritual of eating and drinking at the feasts, but without the spiritual understanding of what these things meant, and so it too was, like their fasts, empty ritual and meaningless.

7  Should ye not hear the words which the LORD hath cried by the former prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and in prosperity, and the cities thereof round about her, when men inhabited the south and the plain?

The former prophets were people like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Hosea. The Lord takes them back to the time of prosperity prior to the dispersion into Babylon. He goes back to a time when Jerusalem was fully inhabited.

We see this in Hosea 4:1-6, “1  Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land”.  Hosea 

Commences this section with the exhortation from God to hear and obey the Word of the Lord. It is addressed to the children of Israel, which is the northern kingdom before 720 BC when they entered dispersion. 

The Lord had a controversy with these people, and was about to discipline them because of the lack of their knowledge and application of Bible doctrine. There was no application of Bible truths into their national life, so there is no mercy or grace in action in the community, and complete ignorance of the Bible in the land.
2  By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood. The results of this are now given, with breaking of contracts and lying, and the development over time of a society where killing, stealing and sexual assault and promiscuity abounds, and there is violence all through the land.
3  Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein shall languish, with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea also shall be taken away.  As a result of this failure the land will start to fall apart, and there will be a lack of character, as showed by the verb languish. Even the animals are affected by this great evil.
4  Yet let no man strive, nor reprove another: for thy people are as they that strive with the priest.  There is such a breakdown in society and revolt against the laws and rule of God that no-one stands for righteousness. The priest’s job was to teach the people the Word of God, but this is rejected, and people fight with any priest who teaches truth.
5  Therefore shalt thou fall in the day, and the prophet also shall fall with thee in the night, and I will destroy thy mother.  The Lord through Hosea states that their destruction will be very sudden. The country is full of apostasy. 

6  My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. The cause of the destruction is because they have refused to learn about God, and because of this, God will also reject the nation Israel. God says that the northern kingdom will no longer represent Him and as they have forgotten their God He will forget their children. They disappear in 720 BC, and their few survivors flee to the south and seek safety within Judah and Benjamin.
In verses 6 and 7 of our passage they were going through meaningless ritual but had no real knowledge of the Lord. The former prophets warned about this but it was rejected by the northern kingdom. The southern kingdom at that time responded to Isaiah’s preaching, and were protected from the total dispersion undertaken by the Assyrians, as the Lord killed the flower of the Assyrian army in the period of one night. 

The former prophets warned them while they were prosperous but the southern kingdom learnt nothing from the fate of the northern kingdom.

APPLICATION

We are to walk day by day on the basis of the Word of God. In every age where you find people depending on grace you will also find the satanic alternative - religion and legalism.
The Christian is never a loser in the Christian life, for we are overcomers because of what the Lord Jesus Christ has done for us and through our union with Him. We overcome through our faith. We are to forget our past failures and after confessing them we are to get going and advance in faith. We are to make God’s Plan our priority in life.
Faith is not an inferior mode of thinking, and is the prior requirement for both rationalism and experimentation. God’s plan is perfect and is therefore the way one comes into and uses the plan of God as the other two methods of perception have human merit and is dependant on human ability.
When the nation Israel is without knowing and applying the doctrines of the Word of God they become dispersed by the judgment of God but if they are applying doctrine they are protected from dispersion.

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FASTING

1. The true purpose of fasting is to spend time ordinarily spent in things such as eating and sleeping to prayer and Bible study.

2. Fasting is not only the denial of food, although it often involves it.

3. The Jews fasted on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16:29-31; Numbers 29:7). Fasting in these passages is covered by the words, "afflict their souls".

4. Fasting with the wrong attitude becomes human works, and therefore is unacceptable to God (Isaiah 58:3-4, Jeremiah 14:12).

5. Fasting should always reflect an attitude of humbleness toward God (Psalm 69:10).

6. Jesus fasted forty days and forty nights during his temptation (Matthew 4:2).

7. When Christians fast it should be a matter between the individual and God (Matthew 6:16-18) The fasting Christian should not make a public spectacle.

8. Fasting in the form of extra time in prayer and bible study is beneficial:

[a] for major decisions in the Christians' or church's (Acts 13:2,3)

[b] to remove certain types of demons (Matthew 17:21; Mark 9:29)

[c] in revival (e.g. the post-war revival in South Korea).

PRIESTS

1. A priest is a man who represents himself or other men before God.

2. There are three categories of priesthood in human history:

a) Family priest - from Adam until Levi

b) Levitical priesthood. - appointed under the Law of Moses

c) Royal priesthood

i) Melchizedek - king of Jerusalem, but also priest of the Most High (Genesis 14:18)

ii) Jesus Christ - King of Kings and the Great High Priest (Hebrews 10:17)

iii) Church Age believer - we share Christ's priesthood, since we are united with Him (1 Peter 2:9)

3. Until the Law was given the head of each family was the priest for that family. (Genesis 8:20, 26:25, 31:54)

4. When the Law was proposed the whole nation of Israel was to be "a kingdom of priests unto God". The nation of Israel however failed in unbelief.

5. God appointed Aaron and his family in the tribe of Levi as a specialised priesthood (Exodus 28:1)

6. All believers in the Church Age have become a kingdom of priests in Christ (1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:6)

7. The chief privilege of being a priest is to be able to approach God directly. (Hebrews 4:14-16, 10:19-22)

8. In their role as a priest the believer offers:-

a) Their own body. (Romans 12:1, Philippians 2:17)

b) Praise to God. (Hebrews 13:15-16)

c) Their possessions. (Romans 12:13, Galatians 6:6)

d) Intercession on behalf of others. (Colossians 4:12,1 Timothy 2:1)

9. The priest must be a partaker of the nature of the people he represents. Jesus Christ had to be a human too. (Hebrews 5:1, 7:4, 5, 7:14-28, 10:5, 10:10-14)

10. Comparison of the priesthoods

a) The Melchizedek priesthood was a picture of the priesthood of Christ (Hebrews 

b) The Levitical Priesthood 

i) Was based on the Law, which could not save

ii) Was based on physical birth into the family of Aaron

iii) Was available only to the family of Aaron

iv) The priests came from the tribe of Levi.  The kings came from the tribe of Judah.  No person could be a priest and a king.

v) Was based on mere men, with their own weaknesses and sin

vi) Ended when the priest died

c) The Royal Priesthood of Christ

i) Is based on Christ's sacrifice, which took away all sin for all time

ii) Is based on spiritual birth, being born again into the family of God

iii) Is universal to all believers in the Church Age

iv) It is a royal priesthood - because of the Kingship and Priestly office of Jesus Christ

v) Is based on the perfect person of Christ

vi) Is eternal, since Christ lives forever

PROPHET

1. The gift of prophecy and the office of the prophet are distinguished in scripture.  In the Old Testament there were those who had the office of prophet, and served in an official capacity within the worship system of Israel but there were also those who at times were given the gift of prophecy to give a special prophecy even though they were not full time prophets.  Elijah was a man with the office and the gift, where-as David had the gift at times but not the office.

2. The roles of the person with the office of prophet were many and varied: 

a) Aaron was a preacher (Exodus 7:1).

b) In Nehemiah's time the prophet-preacher had a role to exegete the Word of God clearly so that the people would know the truth (Nehemiah 6:7, Hosea 6:5). 

c) As revivalists they were to call people to repentance (Judges 6:7-12, Zechariah 7:7-12).

d) They were to oppose apostasy so that those who were likely to be misled by a false teacher would have no excuse (1 Kings 18:36-39, 40, 2 Chronicles 25:15,  Ezekiel 2:5, 2 Kings 20:11).

e) They were encouragers of the people (Ezra 5:2). 

f) They were sometimes song/worship leaders for the people (1 Samuel 10:5).

g) They led in prayer at worship (2 Chronicles 32:20).

h) They were the advisors to the kings and they were associated with coronations (1Samuel 10:1, 1Kings 11:28, 29, 2 Kings 9:1-6, 2 Chronicles 12:5,    2 Chronicles 12:6,  15:2-7).

i) They were spiritual advisors or seers for the kings; they "saw" the immediate future and so were able to advise the kings of the right decisions (1 Samuel 9:9, 2 Samuel 24:11, 1 Chronicles 21:9, 24:29,  2 Chronicles 19:2, 33: 18, 2 Kings 17:13,  Isaiah 29:10). 

j) They were fore-tellers of significant future events (2 Samuel 7:5-16,  Amos  9:11, Isaiah 9:6,7, Isaiah 53, Ezekiel 34:22ff, Micah 5:2,  Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 13:8, Joel, Zechariah 14) and many more.  

k) God intended them to be the shepherds and vine-dressers of the nation.  As such they were to be the type of Christ, who is referred to in the Old Testament as "the   great prophet" (Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Zechariah 13:5-6,  Matthew 21:11 ,  Luke 7:16,  8: 18-20, 24:19, 23-26, John 7:40,41).

3. There was no "set" formula for the prophets to follow, but certain things were established as "tests" for the people to be sure the prophet was genuine.

a) The prophet had to have a spiritual life witness that was like Moses (Deuteronomy  34:10 - 12).

b) God spoke to the prophets by dreams and visions.  God spoke to Moses face to face but he was an exception (Numbers 12:6-7). 

c) The prophet had to be totally confident of his message, as he was judged by God if there was any falsehood in it (1 Kings 22:13, 14, 2 Kings 5:8). 

d) There were to be no secret prophecies, everything was to be open and clear, so that all the people might be warned of God (Jeremiah 23:25-29).

e) The prophet had to be specific in his message and had to be obeyed literally (2 Kings 5:10-19, note especially verse 13).

4. There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day (Jeremiah 2:8,  Ezekiel 13:1-23).  Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about (Matthew 7:15 - 23). NOTE THE LORD'S WORDS here in that the personal walk of the prophet is to be paid attention to. No spiritual fruit in their life = no truth in their words. God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgement upon them, so that believers are always presented with an obedience test, to see whether we will obey the scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgement.  False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching.  Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil (Hosea 4:5, 6,  9:7, 8).

5. Tests that believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy:

a) The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God (Jeremiah 23:33-36, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 1 Corinthians 14:32). 

b) The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God (Deuteronomy 13:1- 5). 

c) The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested (Deuteronomy 18:20-22,  Jeremiah 28:9).

d) Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false (Jeremiah 8:10). 

e) Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false (Micah 2:11).

f) Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife,.....etc in their life , they were false! (Jeremiah 23:11).

g) God's prophets were generally men alone, not in groups (1 Kings 22:5-8, 18:22).

h) Does the prophecy accord with scripture? (1 Corinthians 14:37, 38,  2 Kings 23:2).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OVERCOMER

1. Definition of an overcomer - "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:4,5). It is seen that an overcomer is a believer and we become overcomers at the point of salvation.

2. "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God." - believers will live with God in heaven forever. (Revelation 2:7)

3. "He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death" - believers will not be subject to the lake of fire. (Revelation 2:11)

4. "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it." - believers are accepted by God on the basis of His provision. (Revelation 2:17)

5. "And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. And I will give him the morning star." - believers will rule over the nations and will be honoured. (Revelation 2:26-28)

6. "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels." - believers are justified and sanctified by the death of our Lord and their names are permanently in the book of the living. (Revelation 3:5)

7. "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name." - believers will have access to the Holy Places of God and will eternally be identified with Jesus Christ. (Revelation 3:12)

8. "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne." - believers will reign with the Lord Jesus Christ (Revelation 3:21)

TRADITIONS

Over the two thousand years an increasing number of traditions have been added to the Bible in the Roman Catholic Church. Some of the most important ones are listed below.

	TRADITION
	POPE OR OCCASION
	DATE

	Prayers for the Dead

Making the sign of the Cross


Wax Candles

Worship of Angels , Dead Saints and Images

The daily Mass

Mary Mother of God

Different dress for the Priests


Extreme Unction

Doctrine of Purgatory

Prayers directed to Mary and Dead Saints

Title of Pope [universal bishop]

Kissing the Pope's foot

Temporal power of Popes given by Pipin 

Worship of cross and relics 

Holy water blessed by a priest

Worship of St. Joseph

College of Cardinals established 

Baptism of bells 

Canonisation of dead saints

Fasting on Fridays during Lent 

Celibacy of the priesthood.

The Rosary ‑ Peter the Hermit

The Inquisition 

Sale of Indulgences 

Transubstantiation 

Confession to a priest not God

Adoration of the wafer [host]

Bible forbidden to laymen.

The scapular invented by Simon Stock 

Cup forbidden to the people at communion

Purgatory proclaimed as a dogma.

Ave Maria

Jesuit Order

Tradition equal authority to the Bible

Apocryphal books added to the Bible

Creed of Pope Pius IV imposed as official creed

Immaculate Conception

Pope's Temporal Authority over all Civil Rulers

Infallibility of Pope in matters of faith and morals

Public Schools condemned

Assumption of the Virgin Mary

Mary proclaimed Mother of the Church


	Council of Ephesus

Gregory 1

Boniface  III

Constantine

Stephen III

Hadrian I

Leo IV

Stephen VI

John X

John XIII

John XV

Gregory V

Gregory VII

Urban II

Council of Verona

Clement III

Innocent III

Lateran Council

Honorius III

Council of Toulouse

Innocent IV

Council of Constance

Council of Florence

Julius II

Loyola

Council of Trent

Council of Trent

Pius IV

Pius IX

Pius IX

Vatican Council

Pius XI

Pius XII

Paul VI


	320

320

320

375

394

431

500

526

593

600

607

709

755

786

850

890

927

965

995

998

1079

1090

1184

1190

1215

1215

1220

1239

1251

1414

1439

1508

1534

1545

1546

1560

1854

1864

1870

1930

1950

1965




Add to these Monks, Nuns, 40 days of Lent, All Saints day, Candlemas day, Incense , Holy Oil, St Christopher medals, charms and many others items indicates the increasing departure of the oldest denomination from relying solely on the Bible and the simplicity of the Gospel

CHRISTIAN LIFE - OVERCOMING BY FAITH

1. By faith learn to accept conditions as God's will for life and be thankful - Romans 8:28, 1 Thessalonians 3:3; 5:18

2. By faith maintain fellowship with God, walking in the light - 1 John 1:7

3. By faith consistently day by day examine your conduct, confessing all known sins - 1 Corinthians 11:28, 31 1 John 1:9

4. By faith receive the Word of God daily as being more necessary than daily food. - Matthew 4:4; 5:6, 2 Peter 3:18

5. By faith approach the throne of grace boldly in every  case of need, requesting aid, casting every care on Him. - Hebrews 4:15,16; 1 Peter 5:7

6. By faith resist the attempts of Satan and he will flee from you. - Ephesians 6:10-13, 1 Peter 5:8

7. By faith maintain the habit of thinking and meditating on spiritual values and priorities - Philippians 4:6-9

8. Walk by faith and not by sight - 2 Corinthians 5:7

ZECHARIAH 7:8-14

8  And the word of the LORD came unto Zechariah, saying, 9  Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Execute true judgment, and shew mercy and compassions every man to his brother: 10  And oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor; and let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your heart. 11  But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they should not hear. 12  Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: therefore came a great wrath from the LORD of hosts. 13  Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried, and they would not hear; so they cried, and I would not hear, saith the LORD of hosts: 14  But I scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations whom they knew not. Thus the land was desolate after them, that no man passed through nor returned: for they laid the pleasant land desolate.

KEY WORDS

	Word
	Dabar
	Word

	Lord
	Yehovah
	Jehovah

	Came
	Hayah
	Come, Come to pass

	Saying
	Amar
	Say, Speak 

	Speaketh
	Amar
	Say, Speak 

	Hosts
	Tsaba
	Crowd, Host

	Execute
	Shaphat
	Judge

	True
	Emeth
	True

	Judgment
	Mishpat
	Judgment

	Shew
	Asah
	Make

	Mercy
	Chesed
	Mercy

	Compassion
	Racham
	Compassion

	Every man
	Iysh
	Man

	Brother
	Ach
	Brother

	Oppress
	Ashaq
	Oppress, Defraud, Do violence

	Widow
	Almanah
	Widow

	Fatherless
	Yathom
	Orphan

	Stranger
	Ger
	Foreigner, Stranger

	Poor
	Aniy
	Poor, Afflicted, Lowly

	Imagine
	Chasab
	Imagine

	Evil
	Ra
	Evil

	Heart
	Lebab
	Heart, Understanding

	Refused
	Mayen
	Refuse

	Hearken
	Qashab
	Hear, Listen, Give attention

	Pulled away
	Nathan sarar
	Gave turn away

	Shoulder
	Katheph
	Shoulder

	Stopped
	Kabad
	Make heavy, Dim

	Ears
	Ozen
	Ear

	Hear
	Shama
	Give attention to

	Made
	Sum
	Put

	Heart
	Leb
	Heart

	Adamant stone
	Shamiyr
	Diamond

	Law
	Torah
	Law

	Sent
	Shalach
	Send, Send away

	Spirit
	Ruach
	Spirit

	Former
	Rishon
	Ancestor, First, Former

	Prophets
	Nabiy
	Prophet, Inspired man

	Came
	Hayah
	Became, Came

	Great
	Gadol
	Great, Mighty

	Wrath
	Qetseph
	Anger

	Come to pass
	Hayah
	Come, Come to pass

	Cried
	Qara
	Cry out, Proclaim

	Scattered whirlwind
	Saar
	Toss out

	Among
	Al
	Among

	All
	Kol
	All

	Nations
	Goy
	Gentiles, Nations

	Knew
	Yada
	Know

	Land
	Erets
	Land, Earth

	Desolate
	Shamem
	Desolate, Devastate

	Passed through
	Abar
	Cross over

	Returned
	Shub
	Turn back

	Laid
	Sum
	Put, Place

	Pleasant 
	Chemdah
	Goodly, Pleasant


BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

8  And the word of the LORD came unto Zechariah, saying, 9  Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Execute true judgment, and shew mercy and compassions every man to his brother: 10  And oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor; and let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your heart. 
The Lord again spoke to Zechariah who authenticates the words that the prophet is going to give to the people. He says to execute true judgment. What does this mean. The word translated execute is one which means to judge. It is in the qal imperative which means a simple command. This phrase means to judge true judgment or look at things from God’s viewpoint.

The New Testament equivalent is 1 Corinthians 11:31, “For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.” Another New Testament verse which applies here is 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all iniquity.”

Showing mercy and compassions means treating others in a gracious manner. Mercy is based on grace on the inside. Which looks better, a person being merciful or one doing ritual?
In verse 10 the Lord warns them not to oppress the widows who were very vulnerable in the ancient world both financially and as a butt of peoples jokes and the young equivalent the orphans. The stranger needs not be someone who is unknown but one who is not included in the social circles of the day with the poor being one who is embarrassing for one to be seen in company with. Mercy treats all of these categories in grace.

The final phrase in verse 10 is a command for people not to imagine evil against others especially believers. The word imagine refers to mental attitude sins such as jealousy which can be combined with pride or hatred. A lot of these people in sackcloth and ashes are full of mental attitude sins. Imagine means to invent something that is not there.
11  But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they should not hear. 12  Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: therefore came a great wrath from the LORD of hosts. 13  Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried, and they would not hear; so they cried, and I would not hear, saith the LORD of hosts: 14  But I scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations whom they knew not. Thus the land was desolate after them, that no man passed through nor returned: for they laid the pleasant land desolate.

The response is now given. The people refuse to hear, they gave the whole Word of God the cold shoulder and even went to the extent of physically putting their fingers in their ears so that they could not and would not hear. This is exactly the same thing that the religious crowd did at the stoning of Stephen for they were greatly offended by Stephen’s address in Acts 7:56-8 “And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.  57  Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord,  58  And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul.”
In verse 12 it says that they made their hearts as hard as a diamond and thus had total rejection of the word of God which had graciously been offered to them by the Lord through the prophets and as a result the Lord was extremely angry.
In verses 13 and 14 we see that because they would not listen to and obey the Word of God when discipline came on them and they cried out God would not hear them but in his judgment God scattered the rejecting nation in dispersion out of the Land. The Land is desolate not as a result of God but due to the totally negative attitude of the people towards God.
APPLICATION

It is of critical importance that we keep in fellowship with the Lord and therefore confess our sins as soon as they have been committed so that we can be cleansed and portray the character of Christ in our life by means of the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

You cannot have jealousy and a raft of mental attitude sins and love one another. Often the mind invents concepts of evil which we must shun.

Any ritual that you have has to be matched up with the Word of God. 

We cause our own discipline because God wants to bless us but he can only do that when we are in fellowship with Him. If by our constant rejection of Him and His word we alienate ourselves from His plan there will be judgment and can include leaving this life through the sin unto death.
DOCTRINES

ISRAEL:  NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE – see page 22
MERCY 

1. The Hebrew and Greek words for mercy carry the meanings of, gentleness, tenderness, and compassion towards others. 

2. It is not a passive concern but an active one that works out to help the one in need of love and concern.  

3. God is merciful towards us all. Exodus 33:19, Romans 9:15, Isaiah 13:18, Jeremiah 6:23, 21:7, cf 1 Kings 8:50, Jeremiah 3:13, 42:12

4. God is rich in mercy towards us. Ephesians 2:4, James 5:11, 1 Timothy 1:2, 2 Timothy 1:2, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:3.

5. People appealed to the Lord on the basis of his mercy towards the weak and needy. Matthew 9:27, 15:22, 17:15, 20:30, Mark 10:47, 48, Luke 17:13, 18:38, 39.

6. The good Samaritan's acts were praised by the Lord as acts of mercy. Luke 10:37

7. When the rich man appealed to Abraham in the story of Dives, he appealed on the basis of mercy Luke 16:24.

8. As we are recipients of mercy so we must be merciful to others. Zechariah 7:9, 10, Luke 1:50.

9. Grace gives us that (blessing) which we don't deserve; mercy withholds that (judgment) which we do deserve.

WOMEN:  WIDOWS

1. In the ancient world the widow was very vulnerable.  If a woman did not have a husband or family to care for her, she would starve to death on the streets.

2. God is very concerned for widows and children  Psalms 68:5, 6, 146:9, Exodus 22:22

3. God punishes those who abuse the widow and children. Psalms 94:6-12,   Malachi  3:5.

4. In Israel, if a man died without producing a son to carry on his family name, his brother was to marry the widow.  Deuteronomy 25:5-10, Genesis 38:6-11, Matthew 22:23-33.

5. The Pharisees abuse of the widows led to a major attack upon them by the Lord. Matthew 23:14, Mark 12:40.

6. Care for widows became a hallmark of the church, since many early Christians were martyred, leaving their families as widows and orphans.

7. The office of Deacon was created to look after the widows and their children. Acts 6:1- 6.

8. To qualify for the support of the church a widow would have to fulfil certain requirements. 1 Timothy 5:3-16.

a) had to be over sixty years of age

b) married only to one husband, and faithful to him as long as he lived  (if a woman had two husbands it was likely she would have others to support her)

c) she had to have supported good works in the church, and had to commit herself to praying daily for the church and its ministries. 

9. Paul advised the older widows to remain unmarried, so that they could devote themselves fully to the God's service.  1 Corinthians 7:8-9,32.

EVIL

1. DEFINITION: Evil is Satan's policy in opposition to God's doctrine. Evil is therefore a collection of beliefs and practises that back up Satan's viewpoint rather than God’s.

2. Evil is not necessarily bad, it is simply a policy that will take you away from the path that God prepared for you. 

3. False religion may be very moral and even ascetic (and therefore look "holy"), but if it is leading people away from God's revealed will it is evil.

4. Often evil can masquerade as "good". People who believe that their "good works" can satisfy God's holy demands are deceived by evil doctrine. Romans 7:19,20,    

5. Only God’s Word, Bible Doctrine can help the believer distinguish between true good and evil, Hebrews 3:13,14.

6. Only a soul saturated in God’s Word is truly protected from the subtlety of Satan's policy of evil. Proverbs 2:10-14, 3:7, 19:23.

7. Only applied knowledge of God's Word negates and neutralises evil. Psalms 54:5, Romans 12:21,   Isaiah 45.

8. The issue for the believer is the daily choice to accept God's Word and therefore protect oneself against evil.  God watches for our choices. Proverbs 11:18,19, 22:3, 24:1-4, Ephesians 5:16, 2 Thessalonians 3:2,3.

9. The company of evil people will distort the thinking of the believer and confuse his/her witness. Isaiah 5:20,  1 Corinthians 15:23.

10. There is no evil in God at all. Psalm 5:4, 1 John 1:5, 4:4.

11. God judges evil and will condemn it to the lake of fire for ever at the final judgement.  Psalm 34:16, Isaiah 13:11, Revelation 20:11ff

12. In spite of evil still existing in the world due to Satan's on-going presence throughout the Church Age, the Lord is still on the throne, and his hand is on all things. 

13. Satan only does things by "permission" and we are in the Lord's hands and so are, in Christ, safe. Job 1:6-12, Proverbs 16:3, 4, Isaiah 45 : 6, 7.

BIBLE:  INSPIRATION

1. The principle of inspiration is found in (2 Timothy 3:16) "All Scripture is God breathed". Gk. THEO PNEUSTOS. 

The Holy Spirit communicated to the human authors God's complete plan (2 Samuel 23:2, 3, Isaiah 59:21, Jeremiah 1:9, Matthew 22:42, 43, Mark 12:36, Acts 4:24, 25, 28:25) 

The human authors of Scripture so wrote that in spite of their personalities, they were able to communicate God's plan with perfect accuracy in the language they wrote.

2. The origin of Scripture is beyond human viewpoint. (2 Peter 1:20, 21)

3. The Bible is the mind of Christ. (1 Corinthians 2:16) Therefore it is the absolute standard for believers. (Psalm 138:2) 

4. Precanon revelation from God occurred through the Holy Spirit. There was no written scripture until the time of Moses. (2 Samuel 23:2, Ezekiel 2:2, 8:3, 11:1, 24, Micah 3:8, Hebrews 3:7)

5. Four categories of Old Testament revelation:

a) The spoken word - thus saith the Lord. (Isaiah 6:9, 10, Acts 28:25)

b) Dreams. (Numbers 12:6, Genesis 15:12, 31:10-13, 31:24, Daniel 10:9) -whilst asleep.

c) Visions. (Isaiah 1:1, 6:1, 1 Kings 22:19) - whilst awake.

d) Angelic teaching. (Deuteronomy 33:2, Acts 7:53, Galatians 3:19, Psalm 68:17)

6. The extent of revelation:

a) The unknown past - the Bible portrays past historical details unknown to man apart from revelation. (Genesis 1-11). The accuracy of these historical facts is guaranteed by inspiration. e.g. Creation, Noah's Flood.

b) Ancient history - whilst the Bible is not a text book of history, all historical citations are accurate.

c) Objective law - the Old Testament contains many laws for both individuals and national life. These laws express perfectly the mind of God to those people to whom they are addressed.

d) Some portions of the Bible contain direct quotations from God. The doctrine of inspiration guarantees that such quotations are properly recorded exactly as God desired.

e) God uses the emotions, trials and triumphs of certain believers to declare His grace in devotional literature like the Psalms, Song of Solomon

f) Inspiration extends to the recording of falsehoods just as they were uttered. Satan Genesis 3:4

g) Inspiration guarantees the accuracy of all recorded prophecies.

SIN:  JEALOUSY

1. Jealousy is the strongest of the mental sins. (Proverbs 27:3,4)

2. Jealousy is the most cruel of all sins; it turns a person into a monster.

3. Jealousy removes all happiness from a believer; it is a mental sin by which you make your own misery.

4. Some people cannot stand the success of others; consequently jealousy destroys the basis of friendship.

5. So great was the sin of jealousy that a whole offering of the Levitical Code was prescribed for it. (Numbers 5:11-31) It is the only offering that was designed for one sin only.

6. Jealousy is the basis for the destruction of married love. (Song of Solomon 8:6)

7. The same jealousy which destroys love can also destroy the normal function of the soul. (Job 5:2; Proverbs 14:30) This is the explanation of some cases of psychoses and neuroses.

8. Jealousy motivates to revenge. (Proverbs 6:34)

9. Jealousy of Joseph motivated his brothers to sell him into slavery. (Acts 7:9)

10. Therefore jealousy takes real or apparent wrongs out of the Lord's hand and intrudes on divine judgment. (Deuteronomy 32:35; Romans 12:19)

11. Jealousy split the nation of Israel. (Isaiah 11:13 - Ephraim's jealousy of Judah)

12. Jealousy was the motivator of the religious leaders who crucified Jesus Christ. (Matthew 27:18; Mark 15:10)

13. Jealousy rejects the teaching of the Bible truths. (Acts 13:45; 17:5)

14. False doctrine of apostasy produces jealousy (1 Timothy 6:3,4).

SIN:  SIN UNTO DEATH

1. There is a sin unto death (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11 :31,32)

2. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, where ultimate discipline is administered to the Christian due to unconfessed sin of a serious nature.

3. Confession of sin under the concept of I John 1:9 is the way to forgiveness.

4. Examples of sin unto death:-

(a)The Corinthian Pervert - (1 Corinthians 5)

(b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's table in an unworthy manner. (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

(c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)

(d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)

(e) Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5: 1 -1 1)

5. Whilst there is a sin unto death there is no condemnation to them in Christ Jesus - all believers (Romans 8:1).

6. The effect of the sin unto death is to reduce the time which a believer can spend on earth accumulating good of eternal worth.  The gold, silver and precious stones of I Corinthians 3:11-15.

CHAPTER 8

ZECHARIAH 8:1-8

1  Again the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying, 2  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great fury. 3  Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain. 4  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age. 5  And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof. 6  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in these days, should it also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the LORD of hosts. 7  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save my people from the east country, and from the west country; 8  And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  Again the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying, 2  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great fury. 
This section tells us that the Lord is jealous with a great jealousy. Jealousy is normally associated with sin and is one of the worst of the mental attitude sins which tends to breed other sins such as envy or hatred.

Because of the perfect character of God such a direct concept is totally impossible. The use of jealousy here is a trait which God does not have but serves to illustrate some features that God has in relation to his people. The parallel meaning of the Hebrew word Qana translated jealous is zealous, so God is zealous for Zion.

If you look at jealousy one sees that the basis for the act of jealousy is one of relationship and possession. A person may be jealous of what others have or an attack on a relationship that one has with another. The background of the jealousy can be the rejection of the love one has for the person who is giving other people rather than yourself their attention.

The Lord from the time of Abraham has had a special relationship with Israel to which the nation has responded in different ways but mostly poorly. 

The period before the Babylonian captivity was particularly negative and while the Lord continued to love the Jews with a perfect love there was a need to discipline the nation to bring it back to the right relationship with God. After many warnings, mainly from Jeremiah, He did this by sending the Jews out of the land and into Babylon. 
3  Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain. 4  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age. 5  And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof. 6  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in these days, should it also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the LORD of hosts. 
The scene from before the exile and after it is very dramatic. During their time in captivity the Jews turned to the Lord in significant numbers and as a result the Lord was now able to bless them and bring into being a golden era for them. 

The return of the close relationship is seen by the statement that the Lord has returned to Zion and with the return of the Jews to teaching doctrine in Jerusalem the status of the city has been normalised in God’s sight with the Jews working in fellowship with Him.
Signs of the prosperity are given by looking at the young and the old. In a society which is peaceful and prosperous the elderly spend many a sunlit day in the streets sitting and watching the people passing by or walking slowly assisted by a walking stick or staff. In addition there are children playing in the streets, the sound of their laughter and chatter adding to a very comfortable scene. 

Of course both of these scenes come from 6th century BC Jerusalem where the fastest moving object was probably a mule or a cart. It is a scene of contentment and comfort.  

The remnant of the people are believers who are being blessed with spiritual and economic prosperity and there is a picture of harmony between God and man.
7  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save my people from the east country, and from the west country; 8  And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness.

These verses deal with the return of the Jews to Jerusalem, those from the east relating to the return from Babylon after the captivity and those from the west in the future at the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It should be noted that the Lord will bring them back to Jerusalem which in the time after Zechariah became a place of teaching the truth as it will after the Second Advent with the Lord Jesus Christ on the earth as the King of the Jews.
APPLICATION

The Lord is always wanting to bless us. He loves us with the intensity as He loves the Lord Jesus Christ as we as believers are in Him. However if we leave our fellowship with Him for a significant period He will discipline us to guide us back into the place of blessing.

The Christian life which is spent out of fellowship with the Lord is a wasted life and can lead to the Sin unto Death where the believer is taken home early as he is unable to be blessed on earth 

The blessing of the Lord is something to be cherished; it is a life of contentment even through the storms of life. It is as blessed in old age as it is in youth. The Lord will provide the blessing, but we need to walk individually and nationally close to the Lord.

DOCTRINES

SALT – see page 34

SIN:  SIN UNTO DEATH  - see page 108

ZION  see page 26

ANGER

1. The explosion of uncontrolled anger is always wrong. Titus 1:7.

2. Exploding does not solve the problem. Only a fool gives way to anger. Proverbs 29:11,  Proverbs 10:19,  Proverbs 15:28.

3. Anger in itself isn't necessarily wrong.  There are some things that we should be angry at, like injustice, evil, sin,  etc. God is righteously angry at sin constantly. Psalms 7:11, John 2:17, Mark 3:5.

4. We should learn to deal with anger without sin getting hold of us. Ephesians 4:26. Anger must be examined, analysed, and dealt with properly so that what caused the anger is being faced and solved.

5. Any anger that has no legitimate source in righteousness must be confessed in accordance with 1 John 1:9 as the sin it is.

6. If the anger has a legitimate source (namely, it is anger at something that God hates also), then the believer is faced with the task of working out what God would have him/her do to follow God's prescription to face the issue.

BITTERNESS

1. Bitterness can get hold of the soul of man if we do not deal with temptation, pressure or sin in a godly way. Bitterness is self centeredness, and a deep resentment at what has happened to us, as if we are being unfairly treated. It is an expression of lack of faith in the plan of God for our life, or a reflection of the discipline we have received in our life because of our walking away from the plan. Refer, SIN, DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS, REPENTANCE.

2. If we confront our inner oppression of spirit, and take it before the Lord our bitterness and deep self centred hurt can be healed. Isaiah 38:14-20.

3. Bitterness is the active state of all who reject the plan of God, the Word of God and the Will of God. Isaiah 33:2-16, Romans 3:10-19.

4. If we get caught in bitterness of spirit, we have previously been caught in sin and disobedience and repentance is needed quickly or the bitterness will deepen. Ephesians 4:30-32, Hebrews 12:9-15. Refer DEPRESSION.

5. If bitterness is not dealt with as a sin it will destroy the marriage relationship. Colossians 3:19.

6. Bitterness distracts us from getting right with God and dealing with the true source of our suffering, and the will of the Lord within it. Job 7:7-21, 42:1-6. Refer SUFFERING.

BEATITUDES

1. The Blessing of Salvation - Matthew 5:3 

2. The Blessing of Suffering - Matthew 5:4 

3. The Blessing of Humility - Matthew 5:5 

4. The Blessing of Spiritual Desire - Matthew 5:6 

5. The Blessing of Grace in Action - Matthew 5:7 

6. The Blessing of Single-Mindedness - Matthew 5:8 

7. The Blessing of Witnessing - Matthew 5:9 

8. The Blessing of Persecution - Matthew 5:10-12

CHRIST – RETURN OF OUR LORD

This is the hope of the church from the day it was announced at his ascension - Acts 1:10,11, and recalled at every communion service, where the believers took the cup with the words, "until he comes" - 1 Corinthians 11:26.  This was the focus and confidence (hope) of the early church, the Lord is risen and he is coming again.    

The great truth of the Lord's coming and all it will mean for mankind and the earth brings Paul to the point of praise filled worship towards the Lord, and he "sings" a doxology to the glory of God – 1Timothy 6:13-16.

The Lord is referred to as the:

1. “Blessed and only potentate”. The Lord is perfectly happy/blessed as he is in control of the universe and his plan is working out. He is the real ruler of the world and this will one day be seen by all.

2. “King of kings”, emphasises that he is ruler over all men who have ever ruled the earth as kings.

3. “Lord of lords”, indicates his victory over the angels, so that he is recognised by all as supreme ruler.   Every knee will bow to him. Isaiah 45:23,  Romans 14:11,  Philippians 2:10.

4. “Who only has immortality”. He alone has by nature and deed true immortality, in that as God he has always been in existence and as man he has defeated sin and death through the cross and resurrection, and it is in his power and because of his position that we have everlasting life (we had a beginning but we will like him, have no end).

5. “Dwelling in the light”. Light was the clothing of Adam and Eve before the fall and is the clothing of the resurrected Lord. He lives in the purity and radiance of unapproachable light. This made the elders of John's vision in Revelation sink to their knees and sing praises. Revelation 4:3-11. 

We do not have the right "vision" of the Lord today in many churches; we see him only as he was on earth, not as he is in heaven now. The phrase of Paul directs Timothy to look up and get a clear view of the Lord as he is in glory and so worship and serve him more appropriately.

6. “Who no man has seen or can see”. This is a confusing passage for the Lord has been seen in his resurrection body and visions of his glory have been given to John and Paul at least. 

What does Paul mean? He means that we see only the Lord in resurrection body since the cross, but not in his full glory as God, for that would completely and literally "blow us away". 

Even John who was granted such a great series of visions that he recorded for us in Revelation, says, "no man has seen God at any time",  1 John 4:12, John 6:46. Maybe we will see him fully as he is, in heaven when we have our resurrection bodies. 1 Corinthians 13:12.

7. “To him belong all honour and power everlasting”. The only one fully deserving honour or reverence is the Lord and he is the only one with true power that lasts forever.

Paul ends this doxology with the "amen", or "so be it". It is the way of saying, "I believe it, it is so", and we must all say amen to the above points, or we will continue worshiping an inadequate view of the Lord.

Do we serve the Lord with an accurate picture in our minds of how he is today? It is easy to be slack when we think of him only as the one who walked the lanes of Israel, but consider the visions of John and bow down before him as he sits or stands in radiant light the all powerful King of kings and Lord of lords, the true ruler of the universe in his full power.

The Lord's coming for the church, terminates the church age and opens the door to the Great Tribulation and then for his final victory over sin and death and the establishment of his kingdom. 

IDOLATRY

1. Idolatry is forbidden (Exodus 20:3,4,23; 23:24; Deuteronomy 4:28; 5:7; 6:14; 7:16; 8:19).

2. In the Ten Commandments, the first commandment prohibits mental idolatry, the second commandment prohibits overt idolatry.

3. Idolatry is spiritual adultery, an attack on the believer's love towards God (Jeremiah 3:8-10; Ezekiel 16:23-43; 23:24-30; Revelation 17:1-5).

4. Idolatry of mind precedes idolatry of practice. Mental idolatry occurs before overt idolatry (Judges 2:10-13; Ezekiel 14:7).

5. Idolatry occurs when the creation, rather than the Creator, is worshipped (Romans I:18-25).

6. Demons function through idols and practices of idolatry (Zechariah 10:2).

7. Idolatry is the devil's communion table (1 Corinthians 10:19-21).

8. Idolatry is related to sexual sins under the phallic cult (Ezekiel 22:3-18; 23:37-49). Consequently idolatry has a adverse effect on both soul and body (1 Corinthians 6:9).

9. Idolatry causes the national judgment of destruction and enslavement (Isaiah 2:8; 2:18-20; 21:9; 36:18-20; Jeremiah 2:27:30; 3:6-11; 7:17-20; 17:1-4; Ezekiel 6:4-6).

OLD AGE

1. Old Age is a time when we should be even more useful for the Lord than we have been able to be before, as we have the chance to use time that previously has been used in work. The age at which "old age" starts in the church is sixty years of age. 1 Timothy 5:9.

2. The Bible makes it clear that the elderly are to be respected.

[a] The elders are to be stood up for by the younger in respect for their age. Leviticus 19:32

[b] Children are to listen to their parents in the Lord, they are not to despise them if they do not agree with them, but prove they are right by their own good deeds. Proverbs 23:22.

[c] Respect is demanded of the believer for the aged. 1 Timothy 5:1,2.

[d] The army is to protect the elderly from evil invaders of the land. Deuteronomy 28:50, 2 Chronicles 36:17.

3. There are problems with old age.

[a] Some will be unteachable, thinking they know everything. Ecclesiastes 4:13-15.

[b] Old people are helpless and  often need care . John 21:18.

[c] They are vulnerable to disease. 1 Kings 15:23.

[d] They will be victims to their own fears. Psalm 71:9.

[e] If they have been disobedient they will feel great terror. Psalm 6:7, 32:3.

4. If the elderly have walked close to the Lord for many years the doctrine in their souls is a bank they can draw on in their old age.

[a] Doctrine is profitable in old age. Proverbs 22:6, Psalm 71:17,18.

[b] Blessings of maturity are there in old age. Psalm 148:12-14.

[c] They have great security and blessing in old age. Psalms 37:25, Proverbs 17:6, 20:29.

[d] They have dying grace with the Lord. Job 42:17, 1 Chronicles 23:1, 29:28, Isaiah 46:4.

5. In the Millennial kingdom old age is blessed. Isaiah 65:20, Joel 2:28, Zechariah 8:4.

6. Standards for old people's service are found in God's Word. Titus 2:2,3.

REVIVAL

Twenty four Biblical revivals and Reforms are examined.

1. Jacob - On his return from Bethel he ordered his whole household to put away their false gods and to wash and change their garments. The false gods were buried. Jacob then built an altar to the Lord. (Genesis 35:1-4)

2. Moses - This occurred when the Israelites saw the parting of the Red Sea as a mighty act of God. Moses led the Israelites with the Song of Moses whilst his sister Miriam provided the music. (Exodus 14:31-15:21)

3. Samuel - He exhorted the nation to put away false gods and prepare to worship the one true God. (1 Samuel 7:3-6)

4. David - When the Ark of the Covenant was brought into Jerusalem for the first time. (1 Chronicles 15:25-28, 16:1-43, 29:10-25)

5. David - At the dedication of the materials for the future Temple. (1 Chronicles 29)

6. Solomon - At the dedication of the Temple. (2 Chronicles 7:1-3)

7. Asa - Who removed the idols and Sodomites out of the land. (1 Kings 15:11-15)

8. Jehosophat - Who led a revival when he cleansed the Temple and ordered the sanctification of the Levitical priesthood. (2 Chronicles 19)

9. Elijah - After the contest with the prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel. (1 Kings 18:21-40)

10. Jehu - When he exterminated all worshipers of Baal and their temples. (2 Kings 10:15-28)

11. Jehoida - As High Priest he led the people in a covenant to turn from their idols and worship God. (2 Kings 11:17-20)

12. Hezekiah - He cleansed the Temple resulting in a revival. (2 Chronicles 29-31)

13. Manasseh - When this wicked king became a believer he ordered the destruction of all idols. (2 Chronicles 33:11-20)

14. Josiah - When in cleaning up the Temple the Book of the Law was accidentally discovered. Its public reading before the king and nation had a profound effect. (2 Kings 22-23)

15. Ezra - When as a result of his preaching on separation the nation Israel turned from their practice of marriage alliances with the heathen in the land. (Ezra 9-10)

16. Nehemiah - After he had rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem, Ezra publicly read and taught from the Word of God, causing a great revival. (Nehemiah 13)

17. Jonah - Despite a negative attitude, his preaching caused a mass conversion of the Assyrians at Nineveh. (Jonah 3)

18. Esther - Following the repentance of the Jews with the overthrow of Haman. (Esther 9:17-22)

19. John the Baptist - Who preached of the coming Messiah, warning them to repent. (Luke 3:2-18)

20. Jesus - When, after speaking to the Samaritan woman there was a revival in Samaria. (John 4:28-42)

21. Philip - Whose preaching regarding the kingdom of God produced a great revival in Samaria. (Acts 8:5-12)

22. Peter - At Pentecost after his great sermon. (Acts 2)

23. Peter - At Lydda after he had healed Aeneas. (Acts 9)

24. Paul - At Ephesus during his third missionary journey. (Acts 19:11-20)

ZECHARIAH 8:9-15

9  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Let your hands be strong, ye that hear in these days these words by the mouth of the prophets, which were in the day that the foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built. 10  For before these days there was no hire for man, nor any hire for beast; neither was there any peace to him that went out or came in because of the affliction: for I set all men every one against his neighbour. 11  But now I will not be unto the residue of this people as in the former days, saith the LORD of hosts. 12  For the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things. 13  And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong. 14  For thus saith the LORD of hosts; As I thought to punish you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith the LORD of hosts, and I repented not: 15  So again have I thought in these days to do well unto Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear ye not.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

9  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Let your hands be strong, ye that hear in these days these words by the mouth of the prophets, which were in the day that the foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built. 10  For before these days there was no hire for man, nor any hire for beast; neither was there any peace to him that went out or came in because of the affliction: for I set all men every one against his neighbour. 
The Lord now addresses the need of this group of believers to be strong, to be orientated to the Lord. The word “hear” in verse 9 means not only to hear but also obey the words from the mouths of prophets. The words of the prophets represent divine viewpoint of the day when the thoughts of the Lord had not been put in writing. 
He tells them that this has been since the foundation of the Temple was laid immediately after the fall of Babylon when in 535BC the foundation of the Temple was laid. The purpose of the prophet’s words is so that the Temple or house of the Lord might be completed.  There is one key task for the eladership and the prophets, and that centres round the worship being re-established properly.
Prior to the foundation of the Temple being constructed there had been total disunity amongst the many different Jewish families and surrounding peoples so that no progress could be made. This was because of the affliction which was a result of the dispersion of the Jews from the Promised Land due to their previous attitude towards God.
11  But now I will not be unto the residue of this people as in the former days, saith the LORD of hosts. 12  For the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things. 13  And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong. 
The word “but” introduces a contrast to the disunity of former times, and God says that He will have a different attitude to the remnant in Jerusalem because, unlike their ancestors, they had looked at the problems and challenges from a divine viewpoint.

The result of this is not only a closer walk with the Lord, but a time of great prosperity. The prosperity is shown by great improvements to the agricultural economy, with increase in grains, the provision of the vines with plenty of grapes, provision of suitable rain, and fertility of the land. The remnant are going to be blessed by these gifts from God.
In verse 13 we have the house of Judah and also the house of Israel. We know that the house of Israel was taken into permanent dispersion by the Assyrians around 721 BC. 

However at that time some believers from the 10 tribes had moved down to the southern house of Judah so that there was representation of all of the tribes in Jerusalem when Judah was taken into captivity.
Rather than being a source of shame as the exiled group had become when brought from Jerusalem to Babylon so the Lord will now bless them. 

The word to save in this verse does not mean spiritual salvation but security. With that security the remnant working in conjunction with God’s plan will be a blessing as the resurgent Jews will teach the truth and be effective spiritually as well as being economically prosperous.
14  For thus saith the LORD of hosts; As I thought to punish you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith the LORD of hosts, and I repented not: 15  So again have I thought in these days to do well unto Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear ye not.

Again we have the contrast between Zechariah’s generation and the previous generation. If you study the history of the Jews prior to their dispersion in 586 BC we note that there was a series of very poor rulers who came to the throne after the death of king Josiah at the hands of Pharaoh Necho. These rulers had no respect for God or His Word as demonstrated by their treatment of the prophet Jeremiah.

All that the Lord wanted to do was to bless the Jews but their constant rejection of Jeremiah and the Word caused God after many warnings to disperse the Jews. God required the members of the southern kingdom to respond on the basis of grace but they did not therefore they were judged. In this He was single minded wishing them to do things His way. Notice in verse 14 that the word for thought can also be translated to plan. God knew what would happen and He made a plan. 

In contrast the exiles had learnt and applied the grace of God which meant that God was now in apposition to bless them. The group Zechariah addresses are within 2 years of completing the Temple which will be the trigger to commence an unprecedented period of spiritual and economic prosperity. 
APPLICATION

We need to read and hear the word of the prophets which in our day and age with a completed canon of Scripture means a thorough working knowledge of the Bible. From this we will get guidance for our daily Christian life. 
The cursing on man for rejection of the Word of God can include economic problems within a nation while the turning of the nation to God will bring spiritual blessing and can bring economic success.

We notice that it is not God’s desire to discipline but constant negative attitude towards God and His provisions will provoke the Lord to wrath.

If we are walking with the Lord we can be a blessing to others, blessing by association, whereas if we are habitually out of fellowship we can be a stumbling block for others.

DOCTRINES

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS

1. Divine institutions is the name given by the Reformists to the Biblical building blocks which are absolutely necessary for the efficient working and stability of the human race. The are available for both believer and unbeliever alike.

2. There are four divine institutions:- 

a) Free Will. (Genesis 2:16-17, John 7:17)

b) Marriage. (Genesis 2:22-24, Matthew 19:5-6)

c) Family.  (Genesis 2:24, 4:1, Psalm 68:6, Ephesians 6:1-4)

d) National Government. (Genesis 9:6, 11:9, Romans 13:1-7)

3. Within the four are principles ordained by God for the protection, orderly function, survival and blessing of the human race.

4. Satanic attack on the things that God holds sacred is evil.  Anything that attacks, or violates the four “divine institutions”  is evil: -

a) All violation of the free will of human beings is evil doing.

b) All violation of marriage is evil doing. Adultery and all forms of promiscuity, pornography, or other perversions (child abuse, etc), is evil doing.

c) All attacks on the sacredness of the family are evil doing. Child abuse comes into all three categories as one of the great evils.

d) All attacks upon the integrity of the nation state are evil, for God has established the nations as his way to limit evil and enhance opportunities to spread the gospel, reversing the curse of the tower of Babel.

5. Every divine institution is dependant for its function on the previous institutions:  nations depend on families, families depend on marriage, marriage depends of freedom.

6. Believers are not to be known for attacking these four divine institutions; we are to be known as people who respect them and uphold them at all times.

JEREMIAH – GOD’S MESSENGER

1. SCRIPTURE  Jeremiah.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Jeremiah, whose name means "Jehovah exalts", was born into the priestly family of Hilkiah in Anathoth, a city in Benjamin assigned to the Levites under Joshua (Jeremiah 1:1, cf. Joshua 21:18), c. 65O BC. He was called to the prophetic ministry in 627 BC (Jeremiah 1:6). He was informed by God that he had a ministry to the nations as well as Israel. Jeremiah worked under the last five kings of Judah:  Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin and Zedekiah. Late in his reign Josiah instituted reforms (621 BC) (2 Kings 23) which Jeremiah supported (Jeremiah 11:1-8). Josiah was killed at the battle of Megiddo in 608 BC (2 Kings 23:29) with Jeremiah mourning his death (Jeremiah 22:10). Jehoahaz, who succeeded Josiah, was replaced by Pharaoh Necho after three months by Jehoiachim in whose reign Nebuchadnezzar defeated the Egyptian forces at the battle of Carchemish in 606 BC (Jeremiah 44). Jeremiah, who spoke out against the kings, was persecuted (Jeremiah 12:6; 15:15-18), plotted against (Jeremiah 18:18), imprisoned (Jeremiah 20:2), declared worthy of death (Jeremiah 26:10f.), His written prophecies were destroyed (Jeremiah 36:27). 

Despite this, Jeremiah continued interceding for Judah, pleading with God for them. He predicted the destruction of the nation, temple and lamented over things to come (Jeremiah 14:17). Jehoiachin (or Coniah) was cursed by God (Jeremiah 22:28-30). He reigned for only three months before being replaced by his uncle, Zedekiah (2 Kings 24:17). It was to Zedekiah he sent his famous letter (Jeremiah 29:1). Jeremiah foretold an exile of 70 years and future restoration (Jeremiah 32:36-44). Nebuchadnezzar treated Jeremiah well but after the murder of the governor of Judah he fled into Egypt (Jeremiah 42:1 - 43:7), where he continued to rebuke the idolatrous Jews (Jeremiah 44:1). He eventually died in Egypt.

3. EVALUATION

Jeremiah's message can be divided into various groups:

a) God was seen by Jeremiah as the,

i) Creator and sovereign Lord who governs all things (Jeremiah 27:5; 23:23f.)

ii) He is the supreme will in the universe.

iii) He is the source of eternal life (Jeremiah 2:13; 17:13).

iv) He loves His people tenderly (Jeremiah 2:2; 31:1-3).

b) Idolatry is condemned in many places where Jeremiah speaks out against Baal, Molech and the queen of heaven. Idols were found in the temple (Jeremiah 32:34) and children were sacrificed to Molech and Baal (Jeremiah 7:31; 19:5; 32:35).

c) Jeremiah emphasised the precedent of the moral law over the ceremonial law,

i) Reverence for the ark (Jeremiah 3:16).

ii) Tables of the Torah (Jeremiah 31:31f.).

iii) Sign of circumcision (Jeremiah 4:4; 6:10; 9:26).

iv) The Temple (Jeremiah 7:4; 27:16).

v) Sacrificial system (Jeremiah 6:20; 14:12).

d) His hope for the future of Israel,

i) Her exile in Babylon would not last forever (Jeremiah 25:11; 29:10).

ii) As it became darker his message shines brighter (Jeremiah 23:1-8).

iii) His hope gave him the great act of faith in the darkest days (Jeremiah 32:1-15).

e) His view of the end times,

i) Samaria will be restored (Jeremiah 3:18; 31:4-9).

ii) Abundance will be common-place (Jeremiah 31:12-14).

iii) Jerusalem will be holy to the Lord (Jeremiah 31:23).

iv) Gentile nations to share in the blessing (Jeremiah 16:19; 30:8,9).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) God always provides a messenger (Matthew 9:38; John 16:23).

b) The message never changed even with changes in kings (Psalm 117:2).

c) In a period of decline God's message becomes of greater comfort (Psalm 43:5).

d) A messenger from God is not normally popular (John 15:20).

e) One has to be consistent even when under pressure (Hebrews 12:1).

f) There is a future for Israel (Romans 11:1,26, 27).

g) Jesus Christ will return and reign (Luke 1:33; 2 Thessalonians 2:2).

h) God will bless a nation or individual who truly repents (Deuteronomy 30:2,3,9,10)-

i) God is supreme and in final control (Proverbs 8:15).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  THINKING BIBLICALLY

1. We must think with Holy Spirit filled discernment.  Refer SPIRITUALITY.

2. Our discernment is determined by the amount of God’s Word we have read, understood and applied into our lives. Colossians 1:9-11.  Refer EBCWA CD or website for detailed study Colossians 1.

3. Our human IQ is of no significance in thinking biblically, for the Holy Spirit will teach us as we seek to learn and are obedient to what we learn. 1 Corinthians 1:19- 2:16. Refer EBCWA CD or website for detailed study of 1 Corinthians 1.

4. To think biblically we must apply what we know. James 1:21-25. Refer EBCWA CD or website for detailed study of James 1. There is no such thing as knowledge that remains unapplied, for such “knowledge” is simply self deception.

ZECHARIAH 8:16-17

16  These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every man the truth  to his neighbour; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates: 17  And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbour; and love no false oath: for all these are things that I hate, saith the LORD.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

16  These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every man the truth  to his neighbour; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates: 17  And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbour; and love no false oath: for all these are things that I hate, saith the LORD.

In verses 16 and 17 we have the positive and negative commandments of the Lord as to how to maintain a state of spiritual health.  The positive commands are given in verse 16. Here the believer is told to speak the truth to his neighbour. 

Who is a person’s neighbour?  It is not necessarily the person who lives next door to you. Your neighbour is anybody you come into contact with. The truth is bible doctrine. This means therefore to give God’s viewpoint to all those with whom you come into contact.  The Parable of the Good Samaritan was told to underline this point.
Part of the action of looking at relationships and problems from God’s viewpoint is to do so using God’s method of looking at it through grace. Such a viewpoint will give an atmosphere of peace in relation to others. 

The phrase “in your gates” in this particular context probably refers to one’s home or area. The gates were also the places where judgment was given as seen in the story of Lot who sat in the gates but it can also refer to the function of family and home.
In verse 17 we have the items which are not recommended. The first area relates to mental attitude sins which is covered by the phrase “imagining evil in your hearts”.  These sins consist of jealousy, envy, lust, hatred, antagonism etc. Again these sins are constructed in the mind before becoming sins of the tongue or overt sins.

A false oath can consist of poor business practice where people are deliberately defrauded by making a false statement. God says he hates both because they are sin and all sin are subject to judgment.
APPLICATION

We are to be very careful in our attitudes towards others. A person who has mental attitude sins which manifest themselves with sins of the tongue or overt sins are a very poor witness to those with whom we come into contact. Poor business practices, making money by false pretences, are despised by the Lord.

We must apply bible doctrine to the situation in a fair and just manner and our houses should be pools of peace in a troubled world so that we can demonstrate to the unbeliever the superiority of the Christian life. Our witnessing is as much by our lives as it is by our lips.

DOCTRINES

GRACE

1. Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. Therefore Grace is unmerited favour from God.

2. Grace depends on the character of God therefore Grace depends on who and what God is. Grace is what God can do for man and still be true to his own character.

3. The believer must recognise the difference between legalism and grace. Legalism is man's work intruding upon the plan of God.

4. The greatest thing God can do for the saved person is to make him exactly like His Son Jesus Christ. This is accomplished in three stages of sanctification.

5. Positional Sanctification:  At Salvation every believer enters into union with Christ. (Hebrews 1:2) Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father and is therefore superior to all angels in his humanity. At the point of salvation we are entered into union with Christ thus we are positionally higher than angels. We are positionally seated with Christ at God's right hand.

6. Experiential Sanctification:  During the Christian's life on the earth the time spent under the power of the Holy Spirit. During this time we produce the character of God in our lives - gold, silver, precious stones. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

7. Ultimate Sanctification:  When the believer receives a resurrection body he loses the sin nature and all human good. At this point the believer is physically superior to all angels. He remains in this perfect state eternally.

8. All believers have tasted of Grace at least once (1 Peter 2:3). This refers to the point of Salvation at which the believer receives at least 34 things which he did not earn or deserve. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) Disorientation to grace is the believer's greatest occupational hazard in his Christian life. (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 12:15)

9. The divine attitude to grace is expressed in (Isaiah 30:18, 19) God is constantly waiting to pour out his blessing on all believers in the Christian life.

10. Grace in salvation is expressed in many ways. It is always the same - believing in Jesus Christ (Psalm 103:8-12, Romans 3:23-4, Romans 4:4, 5:20, Ephesians 2:8, 9)

11. There are many ways in which the Christian life expresses GRACE:

a) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

b) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) Growth (2 Peter 3:18)

d) Stability (1 Peter 5:12)

e) Lifestyle (Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 1:12)

f) Production of Divine Good (1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 6:1

12. Grace is the correct attitude in relation to giving. (2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

13. Grace is the only means of coping with suffering in the Christian life. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) Through Grace God is able to bless the believer in the midst of the pressures and adversities of life. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

14. Implications of grace:

a) God is perfect, his plan is perfect.

b) A perfect plan can only originate from a perfect God.

c) If man could do anything in the plan of God the plan would no longer be perfect.

d) A plan is no stronger than its weakest link. Grace therefore excludes all human merit, all human ability.

e) Legalism, human works is the enemy of Grace.

f) The works of human righteousness have therefore no place in the plan of God. (Isaiah 64:6)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM

1. All believers are ambassadors for Christ, and are obliged to give the give the gospel to unbelievers. (Acts 1:8, 2 Timothy 4:5)

2. Two forms of witnessing - with the lips (2 Corinthians 5:18-21 and by the life (2 Corinthians 3:3)

3. The gospel is "good news".

4. Sin is not an issue.  Jesus died for all sin on the cross.  The penalty has been paid.  The issue now is "Do you trust that Jesus Christ has died for your sins, and was raised from the dead to give life to all who believe on Him?"  People choose to either rely upon Jesus Christ, or upon their own good works, to be saved. (Romans 8:1, 9-30-33)

5. What about the heathen who haven't heard?

a) God is totally fair, and everyone has the chance to be saved

b) Unlimited Atonement (Colossians 2:14,15)

c) God's will - none should perish (2 Peter 3:9)

d) Man's negative will - God consciousness - Gospel hearing.

6. Witnessing is impossible except through the power of the Holy Spirit. (John 16:8-13)  The Holy Spirit convicts of

a) Sin because of unbelief.

b) Righteousness.

c) Judgment because of Satan being judged (Matthew 25:41)

7. The natural man needs the Holy Spirit to understand the gospel (1 Corinthians 2:14)  

8. The Bible is the weapon of witnessing. (1 Corinthians 15:3, 4)

9. Biblical Pattern of Witnessing. (1 Thessalonians 2:1-12)

a) Effective contact (v.1 )

b) The gospel must be given even under opposition. (v.2)

c) The gospel must never be compromised or watered down - (v.3)

d) The believer in whom the gospel is deposited is tested by God and should not be for the praise of man. (v.4)

e) Flattery should never be part of the gospel. (v.5-6)

f) Whilst the gospel should not be given to get praise from men it should be given in love without cost (v9)

g) The gospel must be followed up (v 10) with discipleship and teaching (v11) so that the new believer can become spiritually self reliant. (v.10-12)

10. Your obligation to witness (Romans 1:14-16):  you are a debtor (v14), you are ready (v15), you are not ashamed (v16)

11. Win souls, not arguments.  Stay on the gospel, don't get side-tracked.

HEART

1. The Bible refers to the heart as the seat of consciousness in the soul. The word heart in the Bible refers in general to the mind as there is no understanding available to the physical pump although it is seen as the centre of life.

The brain in the ancient world was divided into two the mind [nous] and the heart [kardia] with academic understanding coming from the mind and its application from the heart. The heart is therefore related to the will. 

A parallel system would be gnosis or knowledge and epignosis working knowledge where the knowledge or understanding is put into effect either for good or bad.

2. There is no emotional reference when the heart is noted. Proverbs 2:2, 10,  15:14,  23:10,  1 Samuel 16:7, Genesis 6:5. Emotional reference is often called bowels in the Bible

3. Doctrines are stored in the heart Deuteronomy  29: 4 Proverbs  2:2, 10:18, Psalms 119:11,  19:14, Job 38:36.  

4. Negative attitudes of the Heart'

a) the heart can become "hardened" to the things of God  Proverbs 5:12, 13,  10:6, 11, 13

b) it is the source of discord - Proverbs 6 :14, 18 

c) it can be subtle and evil - Proverbs 7:10 

d) hatred comes from the heart - 2  Samuel 6:16 

e) disappointment is there - Proverbs 14 :12 

f) mental sins are there - Proverbs 14:10-16,   Isaiah 47: 10 

g) we turn away from God first in our heart - Jeremiah 17:5, 9,   Zechariah 7:12 

h) hypocrisy is in some hearts - Job 36:13

5. The Lord tests our hearts to see if we are true. Psalm  26:2,  Jeremiah 11:20,  17:10,  20:12.

ZECHARIAH 8:18-23

18  And the word of the LORD of hosts came unto me, saying, 19  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts; therefore love the truth and peace. 20  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many cities: 21  And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go also. 22  Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of  hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD. 23  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

18  And the word of the LORD of hosts came unto me, saying, 19  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts; therefore love the truth and peace. 
Here those who have come from Bethel to seek guidance from the Lord as to the celebration of the four traditional fasts which have been practiced since the start of the exile get the answer from the prophet Zechariah. For details of the four fasts please see page 94  They are in essence told that the fasts which relate to past calamities for the kingdom of Judah can now be turned into feasts of joy which is inner happiness and gladness which is the outward demonstration of inner joy. The feasts are to be cheerful as the Jews have now entered into a period of great prosperity which will last around 200 years.

As a result of this the Jews are to love the truth and peace. The “truth” is the doctrines of the Word of God which they are to embrace as the most important items in their life. If they do this they will have peace as mental attitude sins, sins of the tongue and resultant overt sins will not be a feature of their national life. This will give them both as individuals and as a nation a gracious outlook on life. 
20  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many cities: 21  And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go also. 
As a result of this gracious attitude and love of the doctrines of the Word of God there will be a short term blessing for the Jews and the surrounding nations due to the accurate preaching of the Word in Jerusalem in these two verses and also a longer term area of blessing which is covered in verses 22 and 23.
In the period from the completion of the second temple in 516 BC to 323 BC there was a golden age for the Jews based on the teaching of the Word of God based in Jerusalem. People from many towns and cities recognising the availability of the truth at Jerusalem will encourage one another to go to Jerusalem which was the place to go prior to the Church Age for fellowship with God.

The Temple itself like the Tabernacle before it talked of the Person and Work of the Lord Jesus Christ and once completed became operational as a focus on the Plan of God. 
22  Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of  hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD. 23  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.

Similar events will occur during the Millennium when the erection of the Millennial Temple will again focus the world’s attention on the city of Jerusalem. During the Millennium the Lord Jesus Christ himself will be present in Jerusalem ruling the world from this city.

Again we see the predominance of Israel in the Millennium with Jesus Christ reigning over the world as King of the Jews. Here a Jew going up to Jerusalem and passing through a Gentile town or settlement will attract such attention that a large number of Gentiles will be inspired also to go to the city because they recognise the position of Israel at that time. 

APPLICATION

We are to forget past failures once we have confessed them and get on with the Christian life, the fast should become a feast and our relationship with the Lord a source of joy which will overflow to others.

If you or your group walks with the Lord it will attract others who are also looking to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.

It is the Lord who will guide the Jews back to the Lord at the Second Advent when He calls them from the four corners of the earth to assemble in the Land and live in His Kingdom as the subject of the King of the Jews. Jews heading towards Jerusalem will lead others to the source of the truth as we as believers should do so today. 
DOCTRINES

TABERNACLE  - see page 66

CHRIST:  PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING

JESUS THE PROPHET

1. Moses predicted the coming of a perfect prophet, fulfilled in Jesus (Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Acts 3:20-23)

2. Jesus claimed he was a prophet. (John 7:16, 8:28, 12:49-50)

3. Fulfilled predictions

a) His death and resurrection (Matthew 16:21, John 2:19)

b) The destruction of Jerusalem (Matthew 24:1-2, Luke 19:41-44)

c) The Gentile domination of Israel (Luke 21:20-24)

d) The Jewish dispersion (Matthew 24:34)

e) That the scriptures would survive (Matthew 24:35)

JESUS THE PRIEST

1. A priest is a man who represents other men before God, so that sinful man can have relationship with a holy God (Hebrews 5:1). The priest made propitiation for the sins of the people. (Hebrews 2:17, Hebrews 10:12) and also made intercession for the people

2. As a high priest, Christ offered a perfect sacrifice to God to remove sin for all time - His own body (Hebrews 9:26).

3. He also offers intercessory prayer for us (Hebrews 7:23-25) at the right hand of the Father.

4. Characteristics:-

a) He was divinely appointed (Hebrews 5:4-10)

b) He is perfect (Hebrews 7:26-28)

c) He is merciful and faithful (Hebrews 2:17)

d) He is sympathetic (Hebrews 4:14-16)

e) He is everlasting (Hebrews 7:23-25)

f) He is our advocate (1 John 2:1)

5. Because of our union in the Body of Christ, every believer is a priest (1 Peter 2:9).  We have direct access to God the Father (Matthew 27:51, Hebrews 4:16).  Therefore, our lives are to be a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1) of praise (Hebrews 13:15), giving (Hebrews 13:16) and obedience (Hebrews 13:17).

JESUS THE KING

1. At the second advent Jesus Christ will come as King, as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. (1 Timothy 6:15)

a) His Kingdom - On earth (Jeremiah 23:5, Revelation 19:11-16). His kingdom is called the kingdom of heaven, because of its heavenly character, but it is clearly on earth.

b) His Capital - Jerusalem (Psalm 2:6)

c) Its Extent - The whole world. (Psalm 72:6-11, Isaiah 2:2-3, Daniel 7:13-14, Zechariah 8:20-23)

d) When - He will regather believing Israel after the Great Tribulation and will reign on earth for 1,000 years. (Revelation 19:11-16, Zechariah 14:1-4,9. Revelation 20:4-6)

2. Characteristics of the Kingdom:

a) Universal Peace (Isaiah 2:4, Micah 4:2-3)

b) Universal Prosperity (Micah 4:4-7)

c) Righteous and Just rule (Psalm 72:2-7, Isaiah 11:9)

d) Worldwide in extent (Psalm 72:6-8)

e) Glorious (Psalm 72:17-19)

f) Everlasting (Daniel 7:13-14, Luke 1:32-33, Revelation 11:15)

g) Uplifting of the under privileged (Psalm 72:2-4,12-14)

3. Christ's rule on earth will terminate with the Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15). He delivers the kingdom to the Father, (1 Corinthians 15:24) thus commencing the eternal rule of Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:28)

CHURCH: WORSHIP AND PRAISE

1. The Hebrew word used in worship is "Shoko" - to bow down.

2. The Greek words are as follows:-

a) proskueo - prostrate yourself. (1 Corinthians 14:5)

b) sebomai - lack of arrogance. (Matthew 15:9)

c) sebazomai - stand in awe. (Romans 1:25)

d) eusebeo - act with devotion. (Acts 17:23)

3. Worship is the attitude of the believer when he approaches God in awe, fear and respect. (1 Chronicles 29:20, Matthew 22:21, Romans 13:17)

4. We should never be casual or flippant with God. (John 13:13, Hebrew 10:19-21)

5. Worship is an expression of bible doctrine that a believer has in him and is applying. All expression of doctrine is worship. (Nehemiah 8:6-10, 9:3)

6. We must worship the Lord in spirit, controlled by the Spirit, and in truth, reflecting doctrine accurately. (John 4:23-24)

7. It is therefore of critical importance that we worship in accordance with biblical doctrines. This is especially important in singing as because of pleasant music it is easy to forget or ignore the meaning of the words being sung.

8. People worshipped the Lord Jesus Christ. (Matthew 2:11, 9:38)

9. People who do not worship God will worship demons. (Deuteronomy 8:19-20, 11:16, 30:17-20, Romans 1:25)

10. All will eventually bow before Jesus Christ and acknowledge Him as Lord, either for blessing or before they are judged eternally. (Isaiah 45:23, Romans 14:11, Philippians 2:10)

11. In eternity there will be perfect worship as there will be perfect knowledge of doctrine. (Revelation 4:8-11)

12. Worship begins at salvation. (Mark 5:1-10, 18-20)

13. Worship expresses a believers concentration on his Lord. (Psalms 29, 66, 96 , John 12:1-11)

14. The song of worship. (1 Chronicles 16:7-36)

15. We worship through:-

a) Reading God's Word. (Colossians 4:16, 1 Thessalonians 5:27, 1 Timothy 4:13)

b) Studying God's Word. (2 Timothy 2:15, 3:15)

c) Teaching God's Word. (Acts 2:42, 6:7, 12:24, 18:28, 1 Timothy 4:6, 2 Timothy 1:13, 2:2)

d) Preaching God's Word. (2 Timothy 4:2)

e) The sacrifice of our praise. (Hebrews 13:15)

f) The sacrifice of our good works. (Hebrews 13:16)

g) The sacrifice of our bodies. (Romans 12:1)

h) The sacrifice of our substance. (Philippians 4:18)

i) The receiving of His Son. (John 1:11-12)

j) The keeping of the Ordinances. (1 Corinthians 11:2)

k) Through the singing of Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs. (Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16, James 5:13)

l) Prayers, Intercessions, Supplications and Thanksgiving. (Acts 2:42, Ephesians 6:18, Philippians 4:6, Colossians 4:2, 1 Thessalonians 5:17, 1 Timothy 2:1-2, 8)

16. Praise

a) Praise and thanksgiving are linked in worship. (1 Chronicles 23:30)

b) When they praised the Lord at the dedication of Solomon's Temple the glory of the Lord filled the house of God. (2 Chronicles 5:13,14)

c) Praise always glorifies God. (Psalm 50:231

d) When Paul and Silas praised God by singing hymns in prison God acted for them. (Acts 16:25)

e) The Jews were delivered when they sang praises to the Lord. (2 Chronicles 20:21,22)

f) Praise is important in missionary work. (Psalm 96)

g) Praise is a feature of the Godly home. (Psalm 118:15)

h) Jesus Christ praises God in the midst of the Church (Hebrews 2:12)

CHAPTER 9

ZECHARIAH 9: 1-8

1  The burden of the word of the LORD in the land of Hadrach, and Damascus shall be the rest thereof: when the eyes of man, as of all the tribes of Israel, shall be toward the LORD. 2  And Hamath also shall border thereby; Tyrus, and Zidon, though it be very wise. 3  And Tyrus did build herself a strong hold, and heaped up silver as the dust, and fine gold as the mire of the streets. 4  Behold, the LORD will cast her out, and he will smite her power in the sea; and she shall be devoured with fire. 5  Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza also shall see it, and be very sorrowful, and Ekron; for her expectation shall be ashamed; and the king shall perish from Gaza, and Ashkelon shall not be inhabited. 6  And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the pride of the Philistines. :7  And I will take away his blood out of his mouth, and his abominations from between his teeth: but he that remaineth, even he, shall be for our God, and he shall be as a governor in Judah, and Ekron as a Jebusite. 8  And I will encamp about mine house because of the army, because of him that passeth by, and because of him that returneth: and no oppressor shall pass through them any more: for now have I seen with mine eyes.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION
Israel’s future is contained in four unconditional covenants the Abrahamic, Davidic, Palestinian, and New. The New Covenant to Israel reiterates the other three. To be subject to the covenants you need to be born from above. The foundation of the Jews is regeneration as seen in the requirement to have the genes of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to qualify as a racial Jew. 

The Covenants are for the Jews and not the Church and they will not be fulfilled until the Second Advent. They cannot be fulfilled in the dispersion in which we have the Church Age. The dispersion is finally completed when the Temple is completed in Jerusalem.

In this chapter we have the glorious future of Israel after the end of the dispersion in Zechariah’s day and after the Second Advent of Christ. During the dispersion and at other times in history we have Anti-Semitism. In the first part of this chapter we see the prophecy that God will deal with this curse. 

We have great examples of Pro-Semitic people being blessed such as Cyrus the Great, Alexander the Great and Julius Caesar, and Anti Semitic groups such as the Assyrians and Spanish being cursed and falling from power.

Anti-Semitism comes from three areas, from Syria which is Semitic opposition, Phoenicians who were Hamitic and the Philistines who were Japhetic. They are all to be judged in one year almost 200 years after this prophecy. The person in focus here is Alexander the Great and the year is 332 BC where all the opposition was destroyed in nine months.

The Semitic opposition is dealt with in verse 1, the Hamitic in verses 2 to 4 and the Japhetic in verses 5and 6. All three groups were jealous of the Jews. By being Anti-Semitic they wiped themselves out.

1  The burden of the word of the LORD in the land of Hadrach, and Damascus shall be the rest thereof: when the eyes of man, as of all the tribes of Israel, shall be toward the LORD.
The word “burden” could be translated the crushing weight of the judgment of the Lord on Hadrach and Damascus. Syria was divided into two or three sections with Hadrach being the main town of the northern section and Damascus that of the south. Hadrach was wiped out by Alexander the Great immediately after the battle of Issus where 30,000 Greeks had defeated about 350,000 Persians under Darius III.

Alexander having conquered western Turkey headed south. He eliminated Hadrach and then attacked Damascus and totally smashed the city which had closed its gates against him. The booty from this conquest was very large with 300 concubines of the king, a thousand women of noble birth and a huge mule train carrying money.
The elimination of Syria as an antagonist allows resting for the Jews and shows that God keeps His word. In this case the Lord will not tolerate attacks against Israel and will always protect them.
2  And Hamath also shall border thereby; Tyrus, and Zidon, though it be very wise. 3  And Tyrus did build herself a strong hold, and heaped up silver as the dust, and fine gold as the mire of the streets. 4  Behold, the LORD will cast her out, and he will smite her power in the sea; and she shall be devoured with fire.
Adjacent to Syria is a city state called Hamath. It only took a month to remove the Semitic Anti-Semitics from there. 
The Phoenicians were possibly related to the people who lived in Troy and they founded Carthage on the north coast of Africa. They were a Hamitic race with two main cities Tyre and Sidon. Sidon was on the land but Tyre was both on the mainland and also about a kilometre offshore on a heavily fortified island, the double city walls being over 40 metres high.

It was the maritime power of the world at this time with a fleet of 350 ships ranging from single deck to five deck monsters. In addition her maritime fleet ran to about 1000 ships. The word wise does not mean having good policies as they were by this point Anti Semitic, but it means that they were prosperous. 

This is seen in verse 3 where the statement that their streets were said to have been based on gold dust indicates commercial prosperity.

In the heyday of Assyria they competed with that powerful empire in the production of iron, which they had learnt from the Hittites. Rather than having their smelters in Tyre however they set them up in Spain in the far west of the known world, with the Phoenician word for smelter being Tarshish. This is where Jonah was heading rather than to Nineveh as the book of Jonah opens.
Tyre was considered to be impregnable. Nebuchadnezzar failed to take it after spending 13 years besieging it as did the Assyrians after a 5 year siege.  They had destroyed the mainland city, but were unable to take the island.
Alexander sent five people across the water to negotiate with the people of Tyre as he said he would like to offer sacrifices in the Temple of Hercules. However the envoys were killed in front of Alexander and their bodies thrown into the water from the top of the city walls. He repeated the exercise with the same result.

To further dissuade Alexander the people from Tyre arranged with the Arabs in the region to raid Alexander’s group and they started killing some of the Macedonian troops. Alexander now started to build a causeway so the navy of Tyre attacked. Alexander now hired the Cypriot navy. In this way he defeated the navy and it was eliminated. It took seven months to construct the causeway.  He literally “scrapped” the old town of Tyre on the mainland to make the causeway.
Alexander stood in front of his troops to inspire them and eventually was able to breach the walls. There was wholesale slaughter and all were killed apart from 30,000 people who sought shelter in the temples who were sold as slaves. Tyre was then burnt to the ground thus ensuring the Biblical prophecy of the fate of Tyre. 
A parallel passage from 70 years before Zechariah comes from Ezekiel which is evaluated under the prophecy section below. It says Ezekiel 26:3,4,7,8,12,14,21 (588 BC): Therefore thus says the Lord God: Behold I am against thee, 0 Tyre, and I will bring up many nations against thee, as the sea brings up waves. 4 And they will destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers: and I will scrape her dust from her and make her a bare rock  7 For thus says the Lord God: Behold I will bring upon Tyre from the north Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, a king of kings, with horses, chariots, cavalry and a great army. 8 He will slay your daughters on the mainland with the sword: and he will make siege walls against you and raise up a large shield against you .12 And they will make a spoil of your riches and prey for your merchandise, break down your walls and destroy your pleasant houses, and throw your stones and your timbers and your debris into the water .14 And I will make you a bare rock: you will be a place for the spreading of nets. You will be built no more, for I the Lord have spoken, declares the Lord God .21  I shall bring terrors on you and you will be no more: though you will be sought, you will never be found again, declares the Lord.

5  Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza also shall see it, and be very sorrowful, and Ekron; for her expectation shall be ashamed; and the king shall perish from Gaza, and Ashkelon shall not be inhabited. 6  And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the pride of the Philistines. :
This Japhetic (Philistine) group were a remnant of the Mycenaean civilisation who had moved eastwards after the invasion of the Dorians who were the forefathers of the Classical Greeks. The only group left in mainland Greece were the Dorians. Goliath was a Philistine and therefore of proto-Mycenaean Greek descent but his city of Gath is not mentioned in this passage as it had apparently already been destroyed by this time. 

The Philistines were possibly conquered by Ramses II of Egypt who settled many in Egypt and used them as part of his army and settled the rest on the coast. Many of them became professional soldiers and a large part of Nebuchadnezzar’s army consisted of these Greeks who acted as mercenaries.
The effect on the reduction of Tyre on the Philistine cities was interesting with Ashkelon opening its gates to Alexander out of fear of a repeat performance. Alexander put an administrator in charge of the city and left them alone.
Gaza resisted but was depressed and destroyed. The words translated very sorrowful “Meod Chul” means to writhe in pain. The king of Gaza refused to surrender and with a group of Arab and Greek troops Alexander could not get anywhere with Gaza. They made a ramp up to the walls of Gaza and charged three times but were repelled. It looked as if the Macedonians were being defeated until Alexander personally lead the fourth charge and they entered the city.

The king of Gaza had holes made in his feet and he was dragged around the streets of Gaza until he was dead. Zechariah said that Gaza shall writhe in pain and it did. In addition he said that the king of Gaza would die and he did. Ekron was now confronted and the people enslaved. Ashkelon was now emptied of the population as he no longer wanted Philistines in the area.

The word bastard in verse 6 means that a group of foreign people was introduced into Ashdod thus ending any form of Philistine occupation in the area and as stated cut off the pride of the Philistines.  He however kept one of the cities, Ashdod as a fortress but manned by his own man.

7  And I will take away his blood out of his mouth, and his abominations from between his teeth: but he that remaineth, even he, shall be for our God, and he shall be as a governor in Judah, and Ekron as a Jebusite. 8  And I will encamp about mine house because of the army, because of him that passeth by, and because of him that returneth: and no oppressor shall pass through them any more: for now have I seen with mine eyes.

These pagan groups used at times to have human sacrifice. One of the main gods was Dagon which was the equivalent to Neptune being half man and half fish with a trident.

He that remaineth shows that there were believers or people who were destined to become believers. Those who survived received the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. He will be like the governor in Judah relates to the fact that the believers became mature believers like Zerubbabel who was governor and a born again believer in Zechariah’s day. The survivors of Ekron would also believe as the surviving Jebusites did at the time of David.
We notice in verse 8 that Alexander’s relationship with the Jews is now addressed. 

Just before Alexander started out on his conquests he was by a stream in Macedonia and in a trance saw a curiously dressed men with a beard, long garments, a crown and breastplate. The man in the dream told him he would conquer the Persians. He never forgot the dream nor the appearance of the man in the vision God gave him (for God truly gave him the vision and it led to the saving of the Jewish people).

Having removed the Anti-Semitics he came to Jerusalem. The Jews moved out of Jerusalem to greet him with the crowd headed up by the High Priest with the book of Daniel in his hands. Alexander recognised that this was the man in the dream. He gave the command to stack arms and met the High Priest who showed him that he would conquer Persia using the beasts out of Daniel 7.

Alexander said that he would like to offer sacrifices to their God and enter the Temple but the High Priest said that was not possible but he could stand on the steps of the Temple and the High Priest would offer a sacrifice on his behalf. 

As said in verse 8 Alexander on his way to conquer Egypt passed by Jerusalem and did so again on his return as he was so impressed by the Jews. On his return he invited any Jew who was willing to become an administrator in his empire so the Jews became scattered throughout the Greek empire which went from Greece to the Indus River.

APPLICATION

Anti-Semitism will always exist and is always judged by God as the Jews even in dispersion are still a major focus of the Lord. God uses Pro-Semitics to judge Anti-Semitics and will protect the Jews until the end, but also judge them.
Anti-Semitism exists in all branches of the human race as seen in the judgment of descendants of the three sons of Noah Shem, Ham and Japheth. 
Alexander therefore acted as God’s agent to remove the areas of Anti-Semitism in Palestine. Under the concept of the double fulfilment there will be a massive removal of Anti-Semitism at the Second Advent of Christ which celebrates the removal of dispersion for the Jews.

PROPHECIES

GAZA and ASHKELON

PROPHECY

Amos 1:8 (787 BC): And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod and him that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon and I will turn my hand against Ekron: and the remnant of the Philistines will perish, saith the Lord God.

PROPHECY

Jeremiah 47:5 (600 BC): Baldness is come upon Gaza; Ashkelon is cut off with the remnant of their valley: how long wilt thou cut thyself. 

PROPHECY

Zephaniah 2:4,6,7 (630 BC): For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon a desolation: they shall drive out Ashdod at the noon day, and Ekron shall be rooted up . 6 And the sea coast shall be dwellings and cottages for shepherds, and folds for flocks. 7 And the coast shall be for the remnant of the house of Judah; they shall feed thereupon: in the houses of Ashkelon shall they lie down in the evening: for the Lord their God shall visit them, and turn away their captivity.

FULFILLMENTS

"The Philistines would not continue" (Amos 1:8). In 1270 AD Sultan Bibars destroyed Ashkelon and filled up its harbour with stones. Not only was Ashkelon destroyed but the entire nation of the Philistines was cut off completely. The destruction of the Philistines, descendents of the sea people, was so complete that there is not a single Philistine alive in the world today.

"Baldness would come upon Gaza" (Jeremiah 47:5). The ancient city of Gaza of the Philistines is sited some three kilometres nearer to the shore than the modern city which bears its name. The ancient Gaza is covered with sand dunes with not so much as a pillar to indicate its original position. Baldness has therefore come upon Gaza.

"Desolation will come upon Ashkelon" (Zephaniah 2:4). With the destruction of Ashkelon in 1270 AD, and its remains filling its harbour, the area occupied by the city became desolate.  For the last 700 years that desolation has continued.

"Shepherds and sheep will dwell in the area around Ashkelon" (Zephaniah 2:6).  After the destruction of Ashkelon, the site became the grazing place for many flocks of sheep. 

The landscape in the area was dotted with shepherds huts and sheepfolds.

"A remnant of the house of Judah will reinhabit Ashkelon" (Zephaniah 2:7).  In recent years, after centuries of being laid waste, the Jews are transforming the site of Ashkelon to a garden city near the coast.  

The remnant of the house of Judah have reinhabited Ashkelon.

SIDON

PROPHECY

Ezekiel 28:22,23 (588 BC): And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Zidon; and I will be glorified in the midst of thee: and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall have executed judgments in her, and shall be sanctified in her.      23 For I will send into her pestilence, and blood into her streets; and the wounded shall be judged in the midst of her by the sword upon her on every side; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

FULFILLMENTS

There is no Biblical mention of the destruction of Sidon. Unlike Tyre, Sidon exists today, even though it has had one  of  the  bloodiest histories of any city and is inhabited by people other than the original inhabitants.

"Pestilence, blood in the streets, sword on every side, judgment" (Ezekiel 28:23). In 351 BC the Sidonians, who had been subjects of the Persian kings, revolted against their masters and successfully defended their city against the repeated attacks of the Persians.  They were ruled by a weak king, who, in order to save his own life, betrayed the city to the Persians.  Knowing what would befall them, 40,000 Sidonians locked themselves in their houses which they then set on fire, thus perishing at their own hands rather than being slaughtered by the Persians.

In the days of the Crusades, Sidon was taken and retaken three times by the Crusaders and the Muslims.  This caused great bloodshed and death by the sword, including the slaying of many wounded. Up to the l9th century Sidon was the scene of conflict between the Turks and the Druses; and the Turks and the French. In 1840 Sidon was bombarded by the combined fleets of England, France and Turkey. Sidon's bloody history continues to this day with the city being featured in the conflict between Israel and the PLO.

TYRE

PROPHECY

Ezekiel 26:3,4,7,8,12,14,21 (588 BC): Therefore thus says the Lord God: Behold I am against thee, 0 Tyre, and I will bring up many nations against thee, as the sea brings up waves. 4 And they will destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers: and I will scrape her dust from her and make her a bare rock  7 For thus says the Lord God: Behold I will bring upon Tyre from the north Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, a king of kings, with horses, chariots, cavalry and a great army. 8 He will slay your daughters on the mainland with the sword: and he will make siege walls against you and raise up a large shield against you .12 And they will make a spoil of your riches and prey for your merchandise, break down your walls and destroy your pleasant houses, and throw your stones and your timbers and your debris into the water .14 And I will make you a bare rock: you will be a place for the spreading of nets. You will be built no more, for I the Lord have spoken, declares the Lord God .21  I shall bring terrors on you and you will be no more: though you will be sought, you will never be found again, declares the Lord.

FULFILLMENTS

"Many nations would come against Tyre" (Ezekiel 26:3). Alexander the Great, after defeating the Persians at the battle of Issus in 333 BC, marched southwards, demanding the surrender of the cities on the Mediterranean coast This demand was in order to reduce the effectiveness of the Persian fleet, which controlled the sea-lanes at this time. 

Tyre refused to surrender so the city was attacked.  Alexander, because of his weakness in the naval area, found it necessary to obtain naval forces from a number of city states. His navy which attacked Tyre, was drawn from Sidon, Aradus, Rhodes, Mallos, Cyprus, Macedon, Lycia, Soli, and Byblos. Many nations were therefore against Tyre. Alexander sacked the city in 332 BC. 

"Walls broken down, debris removed; it would become like a bare rock" (Ezekiel 26:4).  Alexander the Great, during the sacking of Tyre, demolished the walls of the city.  In order to gain access to the city, which was sited on an island, the site of ancient Tyre was scraped to provide material for a causeway. Thus the old site of Tyre became like a bare rock. 

"Nebuchadnezzar would sack the mainland city, slaughtering the population. He would lay siege to Tyre" (Ezekiel 26:7,8). Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to mainland Tyre in 585 BC.  After 13 years of siege Tyre made terms with Babylon.  When Nebuchadnezzar broke the gates of Tyre down he found it almost empty as the majority of the people had moved by ship to an island about one kilometre off the coast. They had fortified this island, the site of new Tyre. The mainland city was destroyed in 572 BC with the slaughter of its remnant population.

"The sacking of Tyre and throwing its stones and timber into the water" (Ezekiel 26:12). Old Tyre was sacked by Nebuchadnezzar.  In order to attack new Tyre offshore, Alexander demolished old Tyre, throwing the stones, timber and debris into the water to form a causeway.  He augmented this material with timber from Mt Libanus. (See also v.4)

"Made a bare rock, for the spreading of fishermen's nets, never to be rebuilt" [Ezekiel 26:14). The port of Tyre is still in use today with small fishing vessels laying at anchor there. The port has become a haven for fishing boats and a place for spreading their nets. New Tyre on the island was eventually destroyed again by the Muslims in 1291, being laid in ruins.  Sixty years later it was reported that of the ancient walls and port, only traces remained. The existing city of Tyre is built down the coast from the original site of Tyre. (See also v.4)

"Tyre would be no more "(Ezekiel 26:21). With the destruction of Tyre it was not rebuilt

DOCTRINES

JERUSALEM  - see page 24

COVENANTS:  DAVIDIC – see page 34

COVENANTS:  PALESTINIAN – see page 34

COVENANT:  ABRAHAMIC COVENANT

1. Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3) founds the nation of Israel

2. It is confirmed with Abraham with emphasis on the land (Genesis 13:14-18), the spiritual seed (Genesis 15:1-6) and its everlasting quality (Genesis 17:6-8).

3. It is an unconditional covenant - God will fulfil it.  (God caused Abraham to fall asleep as He ratified the covenant alone Genesis 15:12-18)

4. The seven-fold covenant (Genesis 12:1-3) is fulfilled as follows:-

a) PROMISE "And I will make of thee a great nation.

FULFILLMENT  Jews (Genesis. 13:16; John 8:37), Arabs (Genesis. 17:20),  In Christ (Romans 4:16-17, 9:7-8; Galatians 3:7,29).

b) PROMISE "I will bless thee". 

FULFILLMENT To Abraham (Genesis 13:14-17, 15:18-21. 24:35), To believers in Christ (Genesis 15:6; John 8:56)

c) PROMISE "And make thy name great.

FULFILLMENT  Abraham is renowned, not only in Christianity but also in Judaism and with the Moslems.

d) PROMISE "And thou shalt be a blessing.

FULFILLMENT  With the work of fulfilment of Abraham's seed, Jesus Christ, he was a blessing. (Galatians 3:13,14).

e) PROMISE "And I will bless them that bless thee.

FULFILLMENT  This is seen in the rise of many nations eg Britain in the 19th century, the rise of the USA.

f) PROMISE "And curse him that curseth thee.

FULFILLMENT The decline of nations such as the Spanish Empire after the Armada, the fall of Nazi Germany, the fall of the Czars of Russia, the decline of Egypt at the Exodus. Scriptural examples:(Deuteronomy 30:7; Isaiah 14:1-2; Joel 3:1-8; Micah 5:7-9; Haggai 2:22; Zechariah 14. 1-3; Matthew 25:40-46).

g) PROMISE "In thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed.

FULFILLMENT  The whole world can be blessed through Jesus, the son of Abraham. (John 8:56-58; Galatians 3:16).

5. It is clear that the we should support the Jew as it is a sure means of enjoying divine blessing.

COVENANT:  NEW COVENANT

1. The New Covenant guarantees eternal blessing under the Abrahamic Covenant   (Jeremiah 31:31-37, Hebrews 8:7-9). 

2. It is unconditional - God will fulfil it.  "I will" (Hebrews 8:10,12) rather than "If ye will" (Exodus 19:5).

3. The New Covenant is said to be better than the Mosaic Covenant.  (Hebrews 7:19; Romans 8:3,4).

4. Obedience is from a willing heart (Hebrews 8:10) whilst that for the Mosaic Law was fear (Hebrews 2:2; 12:25-27).

5. In the New Covenant all shall know God, from the least to the greatest (Hebrews 8:11).

6. The sins are forgotten under the New Covenant (Hebrews 8:12).

7. The New Covenant relies on the completed sacrifice of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 9:11-12).

ALEXANDER THE GREAT

1. SCRIPTURE - Daniel 8:5-8,21-22; 11:3-4.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Philip, King of Macedon, married an Epirian princess Olympias half-way through the 4th Century BC. In 356 BC in Pella, Macedon, a son Alexander was born. As he grew his tutor was the philosopher Aristotle. In 340 BC Alexander acted as regent while his father was held hostage of the King of Thebes. At the age of 20 Alexander ascended the throne of Macedon in 336 BC. To the south, Thebes, Athens and Corinth were soon brought under his control. To enable him to have good control over a composite Greek army, Alexander developed the Koine ("common") Greek language which spread with his army across the world as he conquered. Koine Greek became the language of the inhabited world, and is also the language in which the New Testament was later written and spread through the world. Crossing into Asia with his army, Alexander went on to conquer the known world in 11 years with the battles of Gramius (334 BC), Issus (333 BC), Gangarilla (331 BC) and Hydaspes (326 BC) being among the most famous of his battles. Having conceived an idea of a super race, he ordered his Greek generals to divorce their wives and marry Persian princesses for he had found the Persians to be very advanced in mathematics and science. Entering northern India he defeated Porus, King of the Punjab; and having marched for some ten years his Greek army refused to go any further. Part of his army built a fleet of boats and sailed, charting the Persian Gulf and making scientific and botanical observations. Eventually Alexander reached Babylon where, after a heavy drinking bout, he took to his bed with a fever. Ten days later on June 13, 323 BC Alexander died.

3. EVALUATION

a) The vision in which Daniel saw the ram and rough goat was in the third year of the reign of Belshazzer (553 BC) (Daniel 8:1).

b) The two-horned ram was the Medeo-Persian Empire (Daniel 8:3,4,20); the large horn paralleling the raised paw of the bear (Daniel 7:5) and the shoulders of silver (Daniel 2:39).

c) The Persian empire pushed west and north (Daniel 8:4) but was met by the goat with a single horn coming at great speed from the west (Daniel 8:5). The goat is the Greek empire (Daniel 8:21), paralleling the leopard (Daniel 7:6) and the belly of bronze (Daniel 2:39; 11:2-4).

d) The breaking of the horn is the death of Alexander (Daniel 8:8), the four minor horns being mirrored in the four heads of the leopard (Daniel 7:6) and the four winds of heaven (Daniel 11:4). These represent the four Greek generals who eventually ruled the Greek Empire in 300 BC, Ptolemy, Seluchus, Cassander and Lysimachus.

e) The vision of the Greek empires in Daniel 11 occurred in 534 BC. The power of Alexander is shown (Daniel 11:3) but his son would not reign in his stead (Daniel 11:4).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) The sovereign God uses some unbelievers to achieve His plan and glory (Romans 9:17).

b) God used Alexander's genius to develop and spread the Greek language in preparation for the writing and spread of the New Testament.

c) God is in control of history and knows the future of mankind in total accuracy (Proverbs 8:15,16).

d) God used Alexander to remove the decadent Persian Empire.

e) The time of the death of any member of the human race is in the hands of God (Luke 12:20).

f) There is a trend from greatness to decadence in empires or nations.

g) Internationalism is anti-Biblical. God's method is individual nations (Genesis 11:1-9; cf. Genesis 10:32;9:1-7; Revelation 13:15-17; cf. Revelation 19:19).

PROPHECY:  EMPIRES IN DANIEL

1. General Scripture(Daniel 7:1-8) portrays empires which would affect Israel as well as world history. In this passage the empires are represented by four great beasts which came from the sea. The sea represents the Gentiles so these empires are Gentile empires.

2. Whilst there are four beasts, five empires are in fact represented, with the fourth beast representing not only the Roman Empire (SPQR) but also the Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation period. Two other empires mentioned in scripture, the Egyptian and Assyrian, are not mentioned here because by Daniel's time these empires were historical. This vision occurred in 556 BC-

3. The Empires are Chaldea (Daniel 7:4), Persian (Daniel 7:5), Greek (Daniel 7:6), Roman (Daniel 7:7) Revived Roman (Daniel 7:8).

4. At the end of the Revived Roman Empire Jesus Christ returns (Dan 7:9-14) and destroys the last of man's empires and sets his everlasting empire in position (Daniel 7:14). This parallels (Daniel 2). (See Nebuchadnezzar's Dream).

5. The Chaldean Empire - the Lion with Eagles wings.

a) The Chaldeans came from the mountains of southern Iran and migrated towards the Arabic Gulf concentrating themselves in the swamps. From time to time they would emerge from the swamps to conquer and as a result ruled from Babylon periodically. King Merodachbaladan (Isaiah 39:1) was one such King.

b) Nabopolassar the father of Nebuchadnezzar was asked to rouse an army to assist Assyria against its enemies. He marched into Babylon and revolted against Assyria and with the help of the Medes and Scythians destroyed the Assyrian empire in 612 BC.

c) The Chaldean Empire became great as portrayed by the Lion and spread quickly over the known civilised world as shown by the wings of the Eagle. Its power reached its zenith under Nebuchadnezzar being the richest empire ever seen on the earth.

d) As often happens a great king was followed by a poor ruler. The Chaldean empire soon declined under Evil-Morodach his son who was killed in a revolution by Nergalsharezer who is mentioned in Jeremiah 39:3 as a prince of Babylon.

e) Nergalsharezer became the king. He succeeded to the throne but only reigned for four years. In 556 BC Nabonidus was elected ruler. Being quite old, Belshazzar was made co-regent and ruled from Babylon. He had no interest in God. The lion with wings had declined to an arrogant man. The empire continued to decline and in 538 BC during a drinking party with 1,000 of his nobles the Persians took Babylon by force. The Chaldean empire was over. (Daniel 5).

f) The Lion with Eagles wings parallels the Head of Gold of the vision of Nebuchadnezzar in (Daniel 2:32,38).

6. The Medio-Persian Empire - The bear with the raised paw.

a) During the relatively short Chaldean Empire, two groups were constantly struggling to gain control over each other, the Medes and the Persians. Whilst they fought with each other, they always united against outside enemies. Eventually the Persians gained ascendancy over the Medes. This is shown in the raised paw of the bear. They became a very powerful force.

b) In 546 BC Cyrus the Great conquered the fabulously rich city of Sardis, the capital of King Croesus of Lydia. Darius the Mede, eight years later, conquered Babylon with the Persian army under Gobryas, entering the city by the only opening in the wall where the river entered the city. (Dan 5:28). Daniel was made chief administrator of the empire (Dan 6:1,2).

c) It is apparent that Cyrus was a believer. He was certainly used by God and is mentioned often in scripture (2 Chronicles 36:22,23; Ezra 1:1,2,7,8; 3:7; 4:3,5; 5:13,14,17; (Isaiah 44:28; 45:1; Daniel 1:21; 6:28; 10:1). Cyrus made it possible for the Jews to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple (Ezra 1).

d) There were a number of Persian kings who followed Cyrus who had influence on the Jews and are mentioned in the Bible. Cyrus' son Cambyses ruled Persia for ten years and is the Ahasuerus of (Ezra 4:6). The next king was anti-Semitic and stopped the building of the temple but he was soon assassinated and Darius 1 The Great confirmed Cyrus' edict with his own in (Ezra 6). It was during his reign (521-486 BC) that the Jews returned to the land in 516 BC after their 70 years of captivity. Darius is also mentioned in the books of Nehemiah, Daniel, Haggai and Zechariah.

e) Darius was succeeded by Xerxes 1 (486-465 BC), the Ahasuerus of the book of (Esther ) who, in turn, was succeeded by Artaxerxes Longimanus who, by his edict in 445 BC, ordered the rebuilding of Jerusalem thus starting Daniel's 70 weeks. He is mentioned in (Ezra 7:1-8 and Nehemiah 2:1).

f) After Artaxerxes the Persian Empire declined. The Greek Empire in the west started to rise. With the invasion of Alexander, the Persian Empire, the silver shoulders of (Daniel 2:32,39), had ceased to exist.

7. The Greek Empire - the leopard with four heads

a) During the height of the Persian Empire, the Greeks and Macedonians had been fighting each other in a series of interstate wars. The Spartans, Thebians, Athenians and Macedonians were but a few of the combatants.

b) Philip of Macedon, having been released as a hostage by the King of Thebes, utilised many of the military tactics he had observed during his captivity in organising his own army in the mountains to the north of mainland Greece. He married a redhead, Olympias of Epirus, and to them was born a son, Alexander.

c) Alexander was tutored by Aristotle and succeeded to the throne when Philip was assassinated. Alexander was 20 years of age. At his death Philip had conquered Greece but a language barrier caused significant weakness in the large Greek army which Alexander was intending using against Persia. With his brilliant mind, Alexander conceived a common or Koine Greek language, a highly accurate and specific language which became the precise language of the New Testament.

d) In 334 BC Alexander started his conquest of the Persians. He successfully campaigned in Asia Minor, Palestine, Egypt and North Africa before overwhelming Persia. He passed through into Northern India. The bear had been replaced by the leopard. His army finally stopped in central India where a group decided to sail home. They cut down a forest and sailed along the Persian Gulf, producing an encyclopaedia of natural science en route.

e) Alexander returned to Persia and settled down in Babylon where he died due, mainly, to excessive drinking at an early age. Like Nimrod, he tried to form a super race and a brotherhood of man in Babylon. His early death can be seen as judgment by God on an international system.

f) His empires did not long survive him. Eleven of his serving generals fought each other for some twenty years until four succeeded in wresting kingdoms to rule SELEUCHUS, PTOLEMY, CASSANDER and LYSIMACHUS. These are the four heads of the leopard, the leopard representing Alexander's empire because of the rapidity of conquest. (See also NORTH AND SOUTH and WINDS OF HEAVEN.) The belly of bronze also represents this empire. (Dan 2:32,39).

8. The Roman Empire - The Iron Monster

a) To the west, whilst the Greek city states were warring, peasant shepherds living on the banks of the Tiber moved up into the safety of the seven hills that were to become Rome. Having consolidated the power of Rome expanded to conquer parts of Italy. Rome therefore took its place with Macedonia, Persia and Carthage as powers in the civilised world.

b) Rome's real expansion commenced with the three Punic wars against Carthage, which resulted in the complete destruction of the Carthaginian empire and its leader, Hannibal. Rome now turned eastwards, pushing against the Seluchids, the King of the North in (Daniel 11). Rome expanded into Syria, Egypt, Gaul, North Africa, with the Mediterranean becoming a Roman lake.

c) The Romans made good use of iron in their conquests with the famous Roman short sword, the Machaira of iron being the main offensive weapon. With very few delays the might of Rome trod and crushed all their enemies.

d) The prosperity under the Roman republic caused decadence to set in and Rome might well have collapsed, had it not been for one of the greatest geniuses of all time, Gaius Julius Caesar who, by the concepts he adopted, was able to extend the life of Roman power by some 500 years.

e) There followed a period of great stability during which Jesus Christ came into the world (Luke 2:l; Gal 4:4). With this stability came the opportunity for Christianity to spread. The Jews, however, after the death and resurrection of Christ, forgot God and the Romans crushed them in the terrible siege and destruction of Jerusalem by Titus and his three legions in 70 AD

f) During the middle of the first century decadence again set in but due to the spread of Christian principles, Rome enjoyed a golden age for almost a hundred years under the Antonine Caesars from AD 96. Again there were peace and maximum evangelism.

g) In the fourth century religion and state were combined under Constantine and slowly the Roman Empire declined until Rome was eventually sacked by Odovacar, the German in 466 AD The legs of iron represent this empire in (Daniel 2:33,40).

9. The Revived Roman Empire - The seven-horned head and the little horn.

a) We now move from history, as far as we are concerned, to prophecy. To Daniel, of course, all of these empires, with the exception of the Chaldean Empire, was prophecy. After the age of the Church which has been inserted into history by God, the Roman empire is revived.

b) The picture we see here is that of ten national groups. Three have to be conquered by the emerging dictator of that empire known as the Beast. The dictator is seen as a horn with eyes and a mouth speaking blasphemies. The little horn plucks out three horns.

c) The revived Roman Empire lasts only for the seven years of the tribulation before being destroyed as the last empire by the return of Jesus Christ at the Second Advent.

d) The toes of clay and iron represent this kingdom in (Daniel 2:33, 41-43).

e) In (Revelation 17:10) it mentions seven kings or empires, five of which had fallen, one is, and the other is not yet come. Remembering these words were written by John in AD 96, 'that which is' is the Roman Empire. The Empires are as follows:

i) Those that have fallen:- Egypt, Assyria, Chaldea, Persia, Greece

ii) That which is:- Roman

iii) That which is to come:- Revived Roman Empire

10. In both Nebuchadnezzar's dream in (Daniel 2) and this passage in (Daniel 7), man-made empires are destroyed by God. Worldwide empires tend to elevate man to a place of self-glorification, whilst an glory should go to God. God promotes nations. (Genesis 10) and judges internationalism. (Daniel 2, 7).

PROPHECY:  DANIEL - GREEK EMPIRE 

1. Scripture (Daniel 11:4):"And when be shall stand up his kingdom shall be broken and shall be divided towards the four winds of heaven and not to his posterity, nor according to his dominion which be ruled for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others besides those. "

2. The four winds of heaven refer to the four Greek generals who eventually took over control of Alexander's empire after his death in Babylon due to excessive drinking of the eleven who originally succeeded to the empire.

3. The four winds of heaven are PTOLEMY, SELUCHUS, CASSANDER and LYSIMACHUS.

4. The prophecy was written in 538 BC and was fulfilled between 331 and 301 BC

5. The seven Greek generals who failed were as follows:-

a) PERDICCAS was a Macedonian aristocrat. He became the Regent for Alexander's son by Roxanne. He initially teamed up with Ptolemy but he split from him, wanting to preserve the empire rather than Ptolemy who wished to start a dynasty. Perdiccas was assassinated by Pelthon and Seluchus.

b) LEONATAS was related to the royal house of Macedonia. He was very handsome which made him unstable. He wanted to be king. He was very proud ,and also was assassinated.

c) PEITHON - was the chief of Alexander's bodyguard. Able, ambitious and overbearing, he was killed in the battle of Gaza in 313 BC

d) EUMENES - Alexander's chief secretary. He decided to bide his time and see how events developed.

e) ANTIPATER - who was very old, being the last great general of Philip, Alexander's father. He became disgruntled.

f) ANTIGINOUS - one-eyed, brilliant, old and cruel, he was the most brilliant of all Alexander's generals.

g) DEMETRIUS - son of Antiginous, a very handsome general who teamed up with his father. As a combination they almost conquered the world. They were eventually defeated at the battle of Ipsus in 301 BC which completed the wars between the generals.

6. The four winds of heaven eventually were reduced to two, the King of the North, the dynasty from Seluchus, and the King of the South, the dynasty of Ptolemy, which ended with the death of Cleopatra in 30 BC The two eventual losers were CASSANDER who took over Macedonia. He found Olympia, Alexander's mother in Macedonia and had her murdered. In 297 BC, having contracted dropsy, he died. It was CASSANDER who renamed the Greek city of Thermes to Thessalonika to which the two letters to the Thessalonians were written. LYSIMACHUS joined the others in the group of four to prevent ANTIGINOUS restoring the empire of Alexander. He was rewarded with Asia Minor after the battle of Ipsus. He was eventually killed in battle in 281 BC

7. The four winds of heaven split up Alexander's empire which was based on the principle of internationalism and brought into existence a number of large nations.

ZECHARIAH 9:9-11

9  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 10  And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth. 11  As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

9  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 
We now turn to a prophecy of the first advent of Christ which would be fulfilled some 550 years later when our Lord rode into Jerusalem. This is the event of Palm Sunday where the inhabitants of Jerusalem tried to bypass the cross to get to the crown. Notice that the Hebrew words for the two words translated as ass are different with the first being “Chamor” a male ass while the second “Athon” means a female ass.
To understand this passage it is necessary to first of all examine Psalm 118:22-26 which is divided into two discrete sections verses 22-23. “22  The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner. 23  This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes”.  This is all dealing with the first advent.

Verses 24-26.  24  This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 25  Save now, I beseech thee, O LORD: O LORD, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. 26  Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the LORD: we have blessed  you out of the house of the LORD”. These refer to the Second Advent and the setting up of the Millennial Kingdom.  
Psalm 118 was sung at two feasts in the Jewish calendar, firstly at the Passover, which relates to the death of Christ, and secondly at the Feast of Tabernacles, which relates to the Millennial reign of Christ. These feasts were the first and last of the seven biblical feasts of Israel.

The words for “save now” in verse 25 is “Hosanna”. Sometimes they transliterate the word, here in Psalm 118 they translate it. It should be noted that the song/chant of the reception crowds consisted of part of verse 25 and 26. 

In the entry of the Messiah into Jerusalem the crowd’s response therefore relates to the Second Advent, however God’s plan requires the cross to come before the crown.

John is the only gospel which mentions palm tree branches with Mathew and Mark mentioning only trees. Josephus records that the Romans cut down most of the forests in Israel to provide timber for their siege works, wood for their fires and wood for crosses. They denuded the hills. 

He also tells us what the vegetation was like in the environs of Jerusalem prior to the siege. There were great forests of palms. There was a large forest around Jericho which was 12 kilometres long and five wide. Up to a hundred thousand people having palm branches to wave implies a lot of palm trees in the vicinity.

Palms, due to the thirty years they require to mature, are a sign of reace and prosperity. They were used for food, oil, wine, rope, timber, beads for jewellery, thatching for their houses. The palm tree was therefore a rich source of goods and a sign of prosperity. You had to have a peaceful land for the palm to prosper. The waving of palm branches indicates that people were expecting a new age of prosperity and peace. The palm was one of the symbols of the future Millennial Kingdom.

The branch of a tree is an important symbol in the Scriptures. The waving of the branch portrayed the Jew as a member of the family of God and a part of the tree. It was a testimony that they were of the stock of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that they were the tree of God and were looking for the Messiah. They believed that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Messiah but their concept as to what Messiah was going to do was in error.

In Zechariah 6:9-13 - he talks about the branch. This is one of the passages that the crowd had in mind when the Lord rode into Jerusalem. Whilst this is speaking of Joshua the high priest it is prophetically speaking of the Lord as our great High Priest. Here we have the First and Second Advent combined together. 

We know from history that the Lord came as our High Priest to offer Himself as an offering for sins. He did not establish his earthly kingdom at that time. He is currently sitting on His throne in heaven. This indicates that He will not only become a priest but that He will become a king. There is at least two thousand years between them. 

This is one of the truths that the Apostles taught later only after they had seen it under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. This is the subject of the book of Hebrews. The people on that Sunday morning were thinking about something different to what we now understand.

Hosanna means, "save us now". It was not a song; it was a chant. The crowd believed that He was coming to His temple which He had called "My House". But they were also expecting Him to come as their king. They were expecting Him to wear the double crown that day. When they were shouting this they were in effect saying "throw out the Romans now". The garden of Gethsemane was the Lord's greatest time of testing but this would have been a great test to.  

If the Lord had acceded to the call of the people a massive Jewish revolt would have happened at this time with the Jewish state being born in violence as it was forty years later. This again points to the perfect sinlessness of Christ. He heard the crowd, knew what they meant and stayed with the plan of salvation which called for the Cross before the Crown.

Palm Sunday came before John 15. Branches were used to remember what the Lord had provided in Leviticus 23. It was also used to sprinkle the blood. Numbers 19, Leviticus 40. The waving of the branch therefore had deep and meaningful significance. In Matthew 24 the Lord says that the rebranching of Israel is a sign of the coming of the end. It has rebranched in our generation.

Hosanna, blessed is the king of Israel who comes in the name of the Lord. The KJV translators changed the order of the words to make it sound better in the English. The Greek order is more powerful, "Hosanna, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, the king of Israel”. 

Blessed is the word "eulogeo", which though it is stated once in the Greek is implied twice in the translation, “Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord and blessed is the king of Israel”.

Studying what they say changes our view of the scene; it is not what most Easter pageants portray. The Romans and the priests were there probably because of the proximity of the walls of Jerusalem with their listening ears and swords ready. "Hosanna" was constantly repeated; they said it again and again.

This did not sound like chorus singing it was more like a grand final. It was political not religious; they were talking about the king and not the priest. They are not looking for the Lord to enter His temple they are looking at Him sitting on his throne.   They wanted revolution and the elimination of the Romans.
The word "blessed" is the perfect, passive, participle of "eulogeo" meaning worthy, praise, blessing, honour. This is a messianic title. This crowd is very highly emotional. They are quoting Scripture, but doing so emotionally and like most who emote rather than think, they get it wrong. This was pressure and adulation that no human being could have taken, but our Lord set his face to the cross, and so he stayed with the father's plan, not the desires of carnal men.

John 12:14  And Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written, 15  Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt.

The Foal of an Ass - he rides this into the city. This is recorded in other gospels as to how the foal was obtained. The ass was the animal of a king who came in peace whilst the horse was the means of transport of a king who came in war within the context of Israel. The Prince of Peace was coming in peace. The King of Israel is not coming as a ruler of battle, he is coming as the prince of peace. Here we have an illustration of the doctrine of reconciliation.

Zechariah 9:9 - is paraphrased by John. It is important that when you have a quote of an Old Testament verse in the New Testament that you examine word for word the Old Testament verse in its context.  He is just, and He is righteous. The Prince of Righteousness is coming in, having salvation as his gift to mankind.

When they cried "Hosanna" they had Zechariah 9:9 in mind. This is the same root word as the word for salvation, but the meaning is political - “Save now” they cried. The Lord is coming for salvation but not the salvation that the crowd is after. The thing that is happening here is that the Lord is doing something in fulfilment of prophecy and it is in contrast with what the people are expecting Him to do.

Salvation is used two ways in Scripture; spiritual salvation through Christ and physical deliverance. They misunderstood, and many still misunderstand the words recorded in Matthew 24:13 which say that they who endure to the end will be saved. 

This passage deals with the physical deliverance by the Lord of believers at the Second Advent and not spiritual salvation or eternal insecurity. These who are delivered at that time enter the Millennium. The Lord wants to save them from their sin. They want physical deliverance from the Romans.

Zechariah 9:9 shows the king coming into Jerusalem as a lowly king riding on an ass. He comes with spiritual salvation as a gift. The Jews who were looking at this were not looking at this verse complete and in context. This is a characteristic of Christians who quote or misquote verses out of context to justify what they are doing. Remember the old quote from Dr David L Cooper, "a text out of its context is a pretext".

He is just, He is righteous. He had to be absolutely perfect to be our Saviour. With the chants of these people in His ears He has a policy which He is following, it is God's policy. It is the Cross before the Crown. The Prince of Peace can only bring peace through His blood. These people want a bloodless Christianity. They want what He stands for in the form of ethics, without relationship to Him as sinners needing a Saviour.  They want a moral teacher, a king, a prime minister; but they do not want a Saviour.

Isaiah 43:11, Acts 4:12, Acts 16:31, show that there is no other Saviour than the Lord. The word "lowly" is better translated poor and afflicted. He has come to die, for he is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.

APPLICATION

The cross must come before the crown, No cross = no crown, as demonstrated by the rejection of Satan’s offer of the kingdoms of the world in the temptation in the wilderness immediately after the baptism of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Kingdom of the regenerate is purchased by the blood of Christ. We must get the Scriptures right. If you lead others astray in these matters you will come under huge discipline. It is of great importance to get and give straight concise instructions in the Christian life.

The word of God provides many areas of guidance, however specific areas need to be evaluated by prayer. We need to be spiritually self sustaining.

See the marvellous deity of your Saviour who through all this has His eyes on the Cross; he is obedient to the Father's plan for our salvation. The challenge to us in this is to follow his example, and also be obedient to the father's plan for our lives.

The only hope for freedom is in personal salvation at the cross not in political solutions. Religion always supplies the wrong answer to spiritual questions. Religion is the greatest enemy the world has ever known.

The branches are only productive when it is in the tree. If a branch is cut off it is no longer productive. The fruit of the branch of a tree that has been cut off will shrivel up. Proverbs 11:28 - the people will flourish as a branch. 

PROPHECY

ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM

PROPHECY

Zechariah 9:9 (487 BC): Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.
The Judges of Israel, their leaders in the time before Saul was anointed king over Israel, used to ride on white asses (Judges 5:10). This tradition continued into the early kings, thus the Lord Jesus Christ was associating himself with the rulership of Israel.  Later kings rode horses but the ass was a sign that the ruler was also a servant

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 21:4,5 (32 AD): All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5  Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.
Of the eight gates of the city, Jesus chose to enter by the eastern gate, the Golden Gate, which, whilst being the most direct entrance when coming from the Mount of Olives, was also situated below the Temple.  This entry was the first fulfilment of Ezekiel 43:1,2: 'Afterward he brought me to the gate, even the gate that looketh toward the east: And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east: and his voice was like a noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his glory.
The eastern gate, as all the gates and walls of Jerusalem, was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD and was not rebuilt until 1535 AD when the Turks restored part of Jerusalem.  Soon after the construction Suleiman the Great sealed up the Golden Gate, which conforms with the prophecy of Ezekiel 44:1,2: 'Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward sanctuary which looketh toward the east; and it was shut. 2 Then said the Lord unto me; This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it; because the Lord, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut.

The Lord Jesus Christ will enter Jerusalem by the Golden Gate in triumph at the Second Advent.

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem at his first advent he went to the Temple, much no doubt to the apprehension and frustration of the priests. He however fulfilled another prophecy, Malachi 3:1: Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the LORD, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.
Jesus the King had arrived at h is capital city on the 10th Nisan, the anniversary over some 15 centuries of the day on which the perfect male lamb was brought into the home to be on the 14th Nisan the sacrifice for sin.

This entry, at which for the only time in his ministry he was acclaimed as the Messiah, was the end of the 69th week of Daniel's 70 weeks.

HIS ACCLAMATION

PROPHECY

Psalm 118:25,26  [1000BC] Save now, I beseech thee, 0 Lord: 0 Lord, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. 26 Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord: we have blessed you out of the house of the Lord.
The general populace of Jerusalem recognised the sign of the Messiah coming into the city, and waved palm branches to celebrate what they thought would be the imminent removal of the Roman yoke.  

They also strew his path with their clothes to indicate their submission.

FULFILLMENT

John 12:12,13 (32 AD): 0n the next day much people that were come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.

Their enthusiasm soon evaporated, and within three days the populace, inflamed by agitators, were calling for the Messiah's death.

10  And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth. 11  As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water.

This section deals with the Second Advent and Millennium as seen by the speaking of peace and the rulership of the Lord.  Here the Lord is seen protecting Israel cutting off the chariot from the King of the North and has a double fulfilment. 

Firstly it refers to the Maccabean war of national deliverance where Judas Maccabeus led an insurrection against Antiochus Epiphanies the ruler of the Kingdom of the North who set up a statue of himself in the Temple in Jerusalem. The result of the war was that Israel enjoyed self government for almost 100 years until conquered by Pompey.

Secondly it relates to the Lord Jesus Christ as the King of the Jews returning to defeat the Antichrist who has set up an image of himself in the Temple erected in the Tribulation.
The Lord in His ministry warned the world that there would be wars and rumours of wars until He returned. He will return as the Prince of Peace and will rule the world as King of the Jews.  The phrase “from sea even to sea” is from the Mediterranean to the Red Sea and river to river from the Nile to the Euphrates. The fact that He in fact rules the whole world is seen by the phrase “even to the ends of the earth”.
“By the blood of the covenant” refers to believers, those who have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. The Maccabeans were believers. Their motivation to fight against hopeless odds was the love of the doctrines of the Word of God. These are people who wanted the Cross (Redeemer to come) before the Crown. 

Both in the case of Judas Maccabeus and the Lord Jesus Christ prisoners were and will be yet set free, with in the case of Judas Maccabeus, the prisoners being the Jews who had been imprisoned by the Greeks, and in the latter case those holed up in Jerusalem in the final stages before the Second Advent of Jesus Christ.   The Lord arrives to deliver.
APPLICATION

Because God is outside time and as He is all knowing the prophecies relating to future events are always sure both in composition and in time. We can therefore see through the study of prophecy that God is speaking to us and showing who He is and His absolute reliability

The Lord will protect His own even if it is against apparently overwhelming odds. 

Those who attack the Jews or try to eliminate them will never succeed as God has a purpose for Israel and all such oppressors will be vanquished and destroyed 
DOCTRINES

CHRIST: PROPHECIES ABOUT THE CRUCIFIXION

1. The Crucifixion, (Genesis 3:15), (John 19:18)

2. No bones broken, (Exodus 12:46, Psalm 34:20), (John 19:32-36) 

3. Leaders of Israel take counsel against Jesus, (Psalm 2:2), (Matthew 26:3-4)

4. Christ's cry on the cross, (Psalm 22:1), (Matthew 27:46) 

5. The crowd despised him, (Psalm 22:7-8), (Matthew 27:39-44)

6. The mob ridicules him, (Psalm 22:7-8), (Matthew 27:39-44)

7. The staring soldiers, (Psalm 22:17), (Matthew 27:36) 

8. Parting of garments, lots for the coat, (Psalm 22:18), (Matthew 27:35) 

9. The rejection of the Jews, (Isaiah 53:3), (John 1:11) 

10. The substitutionary death, (Isaiah 53:5,6,10),(Romans 5:6,8)

11. Christ's silence in Pilate's presence, (Isaiah 53:7), (Matthew 27:13-14)

12. Christ's unfair sufferings, (Isaiah 53:8,9), (Mark 15:1-25)

13. The tomb of the rich, (Isaiah 53:9), (Matthew 27:57-60)

14. Numbered with the thieves, (Isaiah 53:12), (Mark 15:27-28)

15. Messiah cut off - betrayed, (Daniel 9:26), (Matthew 26:24) 

16. Darkness at noon, (Amos 8:9), (Matthew 27:45) 

17. Thirty pieces of silver, (Zechariah 11:12), (Matthew 26:15) 

18. The potter's field, (Zechariah 11:13), (Matthew 27:3-7)

19. The piercing of his side, (Zechariah 12:10), (John 19:34)

20. The disciples scattered, (Zechariah 13:7), (Mark 14:27,50) 

CHRIST - "RIGHT TIME" FOR THE LORDS FIRST ADVENT

Only during the years of the first century was it the right time for the Lord to come as everything that was needful for his first ministry was in existence for these years and disappeared shortly afterwards.

1. The time of the early Caesars in the Roman Empire was a very stable time for the Empire, and this meant that military threats were minimal, although Satan tried to disrupt things later, with the Jewish rebellion 69 - 71AD. The strength and confidence of the Caesars meant that they would decree a census and this would be used by God for the Lord to be born in Bethlehem.

2. The best language for the communication the world has seen was in existence widely throughout the Empire and beyond it. this was the Koine Greek developed by Alexander the Great 300 years before and known and used as the language of commerce from Britain through to India.

3. Under the Persian Empire and then Alexander the Great the Jews had been a privileged people who had been given roles and responsibilities throughout both empires. This meant that there were colonies of Jews and their synagogues throughout the Roman and old Persian Empires as places where the gospel could be preached.

4. With the regular return of the Jews to the Temple in Jerusalem there was an open door for the gospel to spread quickly through visitors to the Temple. An early example of this is the Ethiopian Eunuch, Acts 8:26ff.

5. The completion of the Temple at Jerusalem was an important factor, as it was only complete and used in its final form at the time of the Lord's ministry, although work continued on it in minor areas until four years before its destruction in 70 AD.    

6. Jerusalem was, with its temple a place known throughout the Roman world as a place for the worship of the one true God and many "god fearers" from amongst the Greeks and Romans travelled to the temple through the years AD 1-65 AD.    They were there at the right time to hear about the saviour who came.

7. Trade routes were open throughout the first century in a way that was not so until our own day this century. Travel was possible throughout the known world, and this opened up all countries for the gospel message,  eg, we know that both India and China had churches established before the end of the second century and possibly earlier.

8. Roman justice was established and it was the system within which the Messiah was to die, and at no other time would the death on the cross have been possible.

9. The records of the Temple to prove the Lord's parentage and his right to the throne of David were available during this period; after 70AD these records were destroyed.    

10. The Jewish nation still existed in name at least in the first century and the people were looking for their Messiah. The City of David existed and it would be there for only forty years after the Lord's execution.   

The Lord's advent was the appearance of the mighty God in the form of a man, so that all human beings might see the creator in a way they could understand. In the person, work and words of the Lord Jesus Christ God has made his plan and purpose and provision for salvation clear for all to see. It is this clear message that we have as God's servants to proclaim to all who will hear.
BIBLE :  INSPIRATION  FULFILLED PROPHECY PROOF OF INSPIRATION

All scripture is inspired by God (2 Peter 1:19-21) Therefore all Biblical prophecies must come true.

This is demonstrated in prophecies already fulfilled.

1. Reuben would be unstable and lose his rights as firstborn. Prophecy (Genesis 49:3-4) - Fulfilment (Numbers 26:5-11)

2. Simeon would not have land allotted in the Promised Land. Prophecy (Genesis 49:5-7) - Fulfilment (Joshua 19:1-9)

3. Levi would not have land allotted in the Promised Land. Prophecy (Genesis 49:5-7) - Fulfilment (Joshua 21:4-7)

4. Judah would become the ruler over the nation of Israel. Prophecy (Genesis 49:8-12) - Fulfilment (Numbers 10:14, Joshua 15:1 Revelation 5:5)

5. Zebulun would receive an allotment of land on the coast and it would reach down to Sidon. Prophecy (Genesis 49:13) - Fulfilment (Joshua 19:10-16) as well as history when they took the land to the south of their area previously allocated to Asher and their influence reached right down to Sidon.

6. Issachar would be given a fertile area between two mountains and would be a servant. Prophecy (Genesis 49:14-15) - Fulfilment (Joshua 19:17-22)

7. Dan would be a full member of Israel but would lead the nation away in idolatry. Prophecy (Genesis 49:16-18) - Fulfilment (Joshua 19:40-48) and the fact that idolatry in the nation was led by this tribe. It is also of interest that his tribe is not mentioned as having any part in the 144,000 witnesses in (Revelation 7).

8. Gad would be a warrior tribe. Prophecy (Genesis 49:19) - Fulfilment (1 Chronicles 5:18-20, 12:8)

9. Asher would have a rich and fertile land. Prophecy (Genesis 49:20, Deuteronomy 33:24-25) - Fulfilment - History - Asher enjoyed a rich and fertile area together in more recent times successful oil exploration.

10. Naphtali would be quick to spread good news Prophecy (Genesis 49:21) - Fulfilment (Matthew 4:13-15) as Jesus began his ministry in Naphtali and most of the disciples who gave the good news came from that region.

11. Joseph would receive great blessing. Prophecy (Genesis 49:22-26) - Fulfilment (Deut 33:13-17)

12. Benjamin would be a ferocious group Prophecy. (Genesis 49:27) - Fulfilment (Judges 19, 20:21-47)

13. Joshua and Caleb to enter into the Promised Land after 40 years wandering. Prophecy (Numbers 14:24, 30) - Fulfilment (Joshua 3:7,17 14:6-12)

14. Sisera would be defeated by a woman. Prophecy (Judges 4:9) - Fulfilment (Judges 4:21)

15. Hophni and Phineas would die on the same day. Prophecy (1 Samuel 2:34) - Fulfilment (1 Samuel 4:11)

16. The priesthood would be removed from the family of Eli. Prophecy (1 Samuel 2:27-36, 3:11-14) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 2:26-27)

17. Saul was to be the first king of Israel and would save the nation from the Philistines. Prophecy (1 Samuel 9:15-16) - Fulfilment (1 Samuel 11;14)

18. Saul's kingdom would not continue. Prophecy (1 Samuel 13:14, 15:28, 24:20) - Fulfilment (2 Samuel 3:1, 5:1-3)

19. Saul to die in battle on a certain day. Prophecy (1 Samuel 28:19) - Fulfilment (1 Samuel 31:1-6)

20. Solomon to build the Temple not David. Prophecy (1 Chronicles 17:1-12) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 7:51)

21. The sword not to depart from David's house because of sin. Prophecy (2 Samuel 12:10-12) - Fulfilment (2 Samuel 13:28-29, 16:21-22)

22. The bones of Jeroboam's pagan priests to be burnt upon the false altar that Jeroboam had constructed. Prophecy (1 Kings 13:1-3) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 23:4-6)

23. Jeroboam's dynasty to be destroyed. Prophecy (1 Kings 14:10-11) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 15:27-28)

24. Ahab to be victorious over the Syrians. Prophecy (1 Kings 20:28) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 20:29-30)

25. Ahab to die in battle for killing Naboth. Prophecy (1 Kings 21:19, 22:17) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 22:37)

26. The dogs would then lick his blood from his chariot. Prophecy (1 Kings 21:19) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 22:38)

27. Jezebel to be eaten by wild dogs. Prophecy (1 Kings 21:23, 2 Kings 9:10) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 9:30-37)

28. Elisha to receive a double portion of Elijah's spirit. Prophecy (2 Kings 2:9) - Fulfilment demonstrated by the fact that the Bible records that Elisha performed twice as many miracles as Elijah.

29. Naaman to recover from his leprosy. Prophecy (2 Kings 5:3,8,10) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 5:14)

30. The starving inhabitants of Samaria to receive an abundance of food in twenty four hours. Prophecy (2 Kings 7:1) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 7:16-17)

31. An arrogant aide to the king to see the miracle but not to eat of the food. Prophecy (2 Kings 7:2,19) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 7:17,20)

32. Beb-Hadad, a Syrian king to recover from his sickness, but die anyway.. Prophecy (2 Kings 8:10) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 8:15)

33. Jehu to have four generations on the throne of northern kingdom. Prophecy (2 Kings 10:30) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 15:12)

34. Jehu's dynasty to then be destroyed. Prophecy (Hosea 1:4) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 15:8-12)

35. Joash to defeat the Syrians on three occasions. Prophecy (2 Kings 13:18-19) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 13:25)

36. Jehoram to suffer with a disease because of sin. Prophecy (2 Chronicles 21:15) - Fulfilment (2 Chronicles 21:18-19)

37. Amaziah to die because of his idolatry. Prophecy (2 Chronicles 25:16) - Fulfilment (2 Chronicles 25:20-27)

38. Sennacherib to be assassinated in his own land. Prophecy (Isaiah 37:7) - Fulfilment (Isaiah 37:37-38)

39. Sennacherib's attempt to invade Jerusalem not to be successful. Prophecy (Isaiah 37::33-35) - Fulfilment (Isaiah 37:36-37)

40. Hezekiah to be healed of a terminal disease. Prophecy (Isaiah 38:5) - Fulfilment (Isaiah 38:9)

41. Cyrus to allow the Jews to go back to Jerusalem. Prophecy (Isaiah 44:28) - Fulfilment (Ezra 1:1-2)

42. Zedekiah to be captured by Nebuchadnezzar. Prophecy (Jeremiah 21:7) - Fulfilment (Jeremiah 52:8-11)

43. Jehoahaz to die in Egyptian captivity and not return to Judah. Prophecy (Jeremiah 22:10-12) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 23:33-34)

44. Jehoiachin to be captured by Nebuchadnezzar. Prophecy (Jeremiah 22:25) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 24:15)

45. Coniah was told that no seed of his would sit on the throne of David. Prophecy (Jeremiah 22:28-30) - Fulfilment - historical. This prophecy is in apparent contradiction to the Davidic Covenant of (2 Samuel 7:8-16) where David was promised a "son" who would reign forever on his throne. This apparent contradiction is solved by the virgin birth of the Lord Jesus Christ as Mary was descended from David via Nathan. (Luke 3:23-31)

46. Hananiah, a false prophet to die within a year. Prophecy (Jeremiah 28:15-16) - Fulfilment (Jeremiah 28:17)

47. Nebuchadnezzar to invade Egypt. Prophecy (Jeremiah 43:9-13) - Fulfilment - history

48. Nebuchadnezzar to defeat the Egyptians at Carchemish. Prophecy (Jeremiah 46) - Fulfilment - history.

49. Nebuchadnezzar to be given the mind of an animal because of pride. Prophecy (Daniel 4:19-27) - Fulfilment (Daniel 4:28-37)

50. Belshazzer to have his kingdom removed from him. Prophecy (Daniel 5:5, 25-28) - Fulfilment (Daniel 5:30)

51. Alexander the Great to establish a world empire in a very short time. Prophecy (Daniel 2:32-39, 7:6, 8:5-8, 21, 11:3) - Fulfilment - history.

52. Alexander to defeat the Persians - Prophecy (Daniel 8:5-8) - Fulfilment - history

53. Alexander to die at the height of his power and his kingdom to be divided into four parts. Prophecy (Daniel 8:8, 22, 11:4) - Fulfilment - history tells us that at the height of his power Alexander died of a fever in Babylon at the age of 33. 

After a period of some twenty years of internal struggle and fighting the eleven generals of the Greek army who had survived Alexander were reduced to four called in Scripture the four winds of heaven, Ptolemy, Seluchus, Cassander and Lysimachus.

54. Antiochus Epiphanes to persecute the Jews and desecrate their Temple. Prophecy (Daniel 8:11-25) - Fulfilment - history. The whole of (Daniel 11) represents historical prophecies of the Greek dynasties based on Ptolemy and Seluchus which lasted until the time of Julius Caesar with Cleopatra being the last Greek ruler of Egypt. [SEE Prophecy:  Prophecy and History Fulfilled]

55. Zacharias would be mute until the birth of John the Baptist. Prophecy (Luke 1:20) - Fulfilment (Luke 1:57-64)

56. John the Baptist to be the herald for the Lord Jesus Christ. Prophecy (Luke 1:76-77) - Fulfilment (Matthew 3:1-11, Luke 3:2-6)

57. Simeon to live until he had seen the Messiah. Prophecy (Luke 2:25-26) - Fulfilment (Luke 2:28-30)

58. Peter would deny Jesus Christ. Prophecy (John 13:38) - Fulfilment (John 18:24-27)

59. Peter to die as a martyr. Prophecy (John 21:18-19, 2 Peter 1 :12-14) - Fulfilment - history

60. Judas to give himself over to Satan. Prophecy (John 6:70) - Fulfilment (John 13:27)

61. Judas to betray Jesus. Prophecy (John 13:21) - Fulfilment (John 18:2-5)

62. Paul would suffer a lot for the Lord Jesus Christ. Prophecy (Acts 9:16) - Fulfilment (2 Corinthians 11:23-28, 12:7-10, Philippians 1:29-30)

63. Paul would be a minister to the Gentiles. Prophecy (Acts 9:15) - Fulfilment (Romans 11:13, Ephesians 3:1)

64. Paul would preach before kings. Prophecy (Acts 9:15) - Fulfilment (Acts 24-26)

65. Paul would go to Rome. Prophecy (Acts 23:11) - Fulfilment (Acts 28:16)

GOD:  FAITHFULNESS OF GOD

1. God's faithfulness is based on his unchangeability - Hebrews 13:8

2. God's faithfulness is renewed "every day" - Lamentations 3:21-24

3. His promises are sure. - Hebrews 10:23

4. The faithfulness of Christ continues even when we are unfaithful. - 2 Timothy 2:13

5. Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest - Hebrews 2:17

6. God is faithful to forgive sins - 1 John 1:9

7. God is faithful to keep us saved - 2 Timothy 2:13

8. God is faithful to deliver us through temptation - 1 Corinthians 10:13

9. God is faithful to keep His promises to us - Hebrews 10:23

10. God is faithful to us in suffering - 1 Peter 4:19

11. God is faithful in fulfilling His plan for us - I Thessalonians 5:24

12. God is faithful to strengthen us - 2 Thessalonians 3:3

13. God is the faithful partner of our union with Christ - 1 Corinthians 1:9

14. Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest - Hebrews 2:17

15. Jesus Christ is synonymous with faithfulness - Revelation 19:11

ZECHARIAH 9:12-17

12  Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even to day do I declare that I will render double unto thee; 13  When I have bent Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephraim, and raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy sons, O Greece, and made thee as the sword of a mighty man. 14  And the LORD shall be seen over them, and his arrow shall go forth as the lightning: and the LORD God shall blow the trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds of the south. 15  The LORD of hosts shall defend them; and they shall devour, and subdue with sling stones; and they shall drink, and make a noise as through wine; and they shall be filled like bowls, and as the corners of the altar. 16  And the LORD their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his people: for they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his land. 17  For how great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty! corn shall make the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids.
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	Wine
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	Filled
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	Bowls
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	Altar
	Mizbeach
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	Save
	Yasha
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	Day
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	Day
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	People 
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	People

	Crown
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	Nasas
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	Land
	Adamah
	Soil
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	Beauty
	Yophiy
	Beauty
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	Dagan
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	Young men
	Bachur
	Youth

	Make Cheerful
	Nub
	Make cheerful

	New wine
	Tiyrosh
	Unfermented wine, Pressed grapes

	Maids
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	Maid, Virgin


BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

12  Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even to day do I declare that I will render double unto thee; 13  When I have bent Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephraim, and raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy sons, O Greece, and made thee as the sword of a mighty man. 14  And the LORD shall be seen over them, and his arrow shall go forth as the lightning: and the LORD God shall blow the trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds of the south. 15  The LORD of hosts shall defend them; and they shall devour, and subdue with sling stones; and they shall drink, and make a noise as through wine; and they shall be filled like bowls, and as the corners of the altar. 16  And the LORD their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his people: for they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his land. 17  For how great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty! corn shall make the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids.

Zechariah in verse 12 encourages those who are believers to continue in hope and locate themselves in the geographical will of the Lord for this is where blessing is and the blessing will be doubled. 

This is a call to return to Jerusalem for those who have been in captivity in Babylon for those in Babylon are going to be disciplined. It is also encouragement for those in the Tribulation to show that the Lord is in control.

In verse 13 we specifically see the resistance of Judas Maccabeus and his group who are strengthened by the Lord and are raised up against the Greeks under Antiochus Epiphanes. It is noted that Ephraim is included. Many of the Jews from the northern kingdom which is sometimes noted as Ephraim had come south in search of Bible doctrine and therefore were included in the group of believers ready to resist.

The important features of verses 14 to 16 which continues the Maccabean resistance is the fact of what the Lord God is doing to assist Israel. He is seen as the ruling general using his power and might to attack the enemy. He is in charge and by blowing the trumpet is ordering the advance. The whirlwinds of the south were extremely violent winds much like tornados or cyclones. The Maccabeans are highly effective, ruthless to their enemies, and destructive.

The effectiveness of their warfare is seen in verse 15 where it says that the Lord will defend them and they shall devour or consume their enemies effectively resulting in great celebration by the Jewish people. 
Their triumph would be a decisive one, for they would tread down their enemies and in a figure the blood of their enemies are seen on the horns of the altar and the sacrificial  bowls in the Temple were. Exodus 29:12, Leviticus 4:18.
The ultimate benefit to Israel will be spiritual deliverance after physical victory. Israel will be the flock of the Lord and as a glittering crown on His land and as a rallying flag of the Lord.

In the final verse in this chapter Zechariah exclaims over the goodness, beauty, and prosperity which the Lord displays and views the people in a time of peaceful prosperity in the fulfilment of their Messianic promises. The corn for the young men and new or unfermented wine from the young women is seen as a sign of prosperity as in an agricultural economy such items are in short supply in times of war and especially subjugation of a people.
APPLICATION

It is also a call to be true to doctrine where the believer is doubly blessed by the application of doctrine to difficult circumstances  

While the promise of defence of the believer in this passage is specifically to Israel the same principle also can be applied to the believer in any age.
We need to really appreciate the character of God and constantly apply it to our lives so that we can keep our Saviour constantly in focus.

DOCTRINES

MILITARY FORCES

1. Protection of the national entity is two-fold:

a) INTERIOR - the policeman and the judge

b) EXTERIOR - the military establishment (Nehemiah 4:14,15).

2. In spite of man's effort for peace, warfare will continue until the Millennium (Matthew 24:6; Mark 13:7; Luke 21:9). Therefore warfare is not only a normal part of history (Ecclesiastes 3:8; Numbers 21:14) but very necessary for the maintenance of national sovereignty and freedom.

3. In both the struggle for the perpetuation of Jewish freedom after the Exodus, Jesus Christ Himself was the Lord of the armies under the title "Lord of Hosts" (Joshua 5:13 - 6:2; Isaiah 1:24).

4. Armies both defend freedom and destroy freedom.  In (Jeremiah 34:7) the Jewish Army fought to defend Jewish freedom, while the Chaldean Army fought to destroy Jewish freedom.

5. The issue of national sovereignty, integrity and freedom depends upon which army wins.  The Chaldean Army won and the Jews lost their freedom (Jeremiah 40:1).

6. God uses the military in action, to demonstrate the degeneracy of a nation.  Failure of the military on the battlefield indicates the lack of self-discipline, spiritual incentive, motivation for courage and respect for authority which are so basic in perpetuating freedom.  Failure of the military indicates lack of character and stability among the citizens of a national entity.

7. National military training is important in a nation's life (Numbers 31:3-5; Luke 14:31).

WAR

1. Wars and rumours of war will occur until the Second Advent.  Matthew 24:6. 

2. Christ is the Prince of Peace - peace will only exist in the Millennium Isaiah 2:2,4

3. The role of a government is to judge evil (Genesis 9, Romans 13).  This includes war. (Numbers 35:33, Jeremiah 34:7)

4. All wars are not in the will of God.  Eg the Crusaders attempted to restore Jerusalem before God's appointed time.

5. Eight basic principles of war:-

a) The concept of fighting for your country is Biblical. 

b) In Israel, those 20 years old and above were to train for war.  Numbers 1:3.

c) You need trained people and good weapons. Numbers 31:3-5, Luke 14:31-32, 11:21

d) Only those with a courageous, positive attitude should fight.   (Deuteronomy 20:1-8)

e) If war is to eliminate evil, then eliminate it fully.  Joshua 11:23. 

f) War is to be based on selective destruction - those responsible for evil.  (Deuteronomy 20:10-15).  It is not wholesale destruction (Deuteronomy 20:19-20)

g) Peace is a viable option if there is repentance/change.

h) You need good military leadership (Proverbs 24:6)

i) If the Christian finds a particular war unjust in relation to the Word/will of God, he has two alternatives. 

i) he leaves the country if he can. 

ii) he may have grounds to disobey the authorities  (Acts 5:29) 

6. A walk of faith is not contradictory to warfare.  Nehemiah 2:9, 4:9-20.

7. God's face is set against the war monger and against the pacifist  Psalms 68:30,  55:20, 21,  120:6, 7, Jeremiah 6:14,  8:11, 15, 14:19, Ezekiel 13:10, 16, Micah 3:5 -7.

8. Mankind will never totally destroy himself, either by war or pollution.  God has a purpose for Christ to reign  (Revelation 20:1-6)

CHAPTER 10

This chapter deals with divine blessing on a national entity. As believers we are the salt of the earth and by relying on God through the word of God we can help our country.
ZECHARIAH 10:1-4

1  Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field. 2  For the idols have spoken vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie, and have told false dreams; they comfort in vain: therefore they went their way as a flock, they were troubled, because there was no shepherd. 3  Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I punished the goats: for the LORD of hosts hath visited his flock the house of Judah, and hath made them as his goodly horse in the battle. 4  Out of him came forth the corner, out of him the nail, out of him the battle bow, out of him every oppressor together.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field. 

The first four verses are an encouragement to believers in a nation with an emphasis on prayer as seen in the word ask which is a command. It is the kal imperative of “shaal”. Here the Jews are commanded to pray for the economic prosperity of their nation.

Many believers cannot accept prosperity but we must be orientated to the grace of God. There are two types of believers, those who have doctrine and those who do not.
The prayer is addressed to the author of the plan who is God the Father. The asking of rain is asking for prosperity in a rural economy. There are two times of rain given here the former rain deals with the planting of the crop with the latter rain relating to abundance with these late rains swelling the grown grain. In Australia we call them the finishing rain. If they do not make a good crop their economy collapses.

The Lord “makes bright clouds” is an idiom which means lightning. The rain is coming as shown by the stormy weather. With the storm showers of rain occur allowing for the finishing of the crop and this provides “to every one grass in the field”. The produce from the field in an agricultural economy benefits all. The farmers, the sowers and the reapers are all benefited. The sowers and reapers were paid off when the crop came in.
2  For the idols have spoken vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie, and have told false dreams; they comfort in vain: therefore they went their way as a flock, they were troubled, because there was no shepherd. 
In contrast if you want to avoid blessing get into idolatry. Idolatry of any form is the Devil’s communion table. When you have false doctrine you have confusion. 
The Hebrew word for idols is Teraphim. This is a figurine type idol rather than the gigantic idols that were present in the large pagan temples or that Nebuchadnezzar set up on the plain of Shinar or the Colossus of Rhodes. These idols were a small figurine which you could hold in your hand. These figures in human form represent different gods and were really a type of good luck charm, but as they represent demonic forces there was no “good luck”, only judgment in them. 

We see this type of action where Rachel stole Laban’s Teraphim when she headed off with Jacob. Genesis 31:34. Laban was vigorously pursuing them because he had lost his good luck statues. Those who had teraphims often used to dance before if as a part of worship. The rain gods often doubled up as sex gods in the ancient world as the provision of rain brought physical benefit and expansion.

The word vanity can also be translated wickedness or emptiness. The person who is into idolatry is empty. The figurines say nothing, the person who owns the figurines do all the talking!   In addition if you dropped them they would break.
The diviner is a soothsayer, which was an evil and forbidden. Deuteronomy 18:10, 12. Part of their work involved looking at entrails Jeremiah 29:8, Ezekiel 23:28. The soothsayers have seen a lie and they comfort with false dreams, comforting in vain. When you wake up things are just as bad as they were before. 

The third concept is that demonism produces a confused people, which are like a flock of sheep wandering around with no true guidance given to them. In the end the people went into captivity due to a combination of idolatry and the occult. They went into captivity as they had no spiritual leadership. They were confused, troubled and upset due to this. With the exception of Jeremiah whose ministry they rejected, being deceived by evil before the Babylonian Captivity.
3  Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I punished the goats: for the LORD of hosts hath visited his flock the house of Judah, and hath made them as his goodly horse in the battle. 

Mine anger is divine discipline and in the case of Israel resulted in the dispersion of Israel. Daniel however prayed an intercessory prayer and many of the Jews, who had learnt true doctrine in Babylon, came out of the dispersion a strong and vibrant group. It should be noted that anger when related to God like jealousy we have seen previously has of course no connotation of sin on God’s part. His wrath is against the false teachers or shepherds, those who have led Israel away from Him. The goats are the oppressors of Israel.
Ephraim or Israel, the northern kingdom rebelled against God’s leadership after Solomon’s reign and with a continuous line of poor rulers went into permanent exile under the Assyrians until the Second Advent of Christ. However Judah went into dispersion in 586BC under Nebuchadnezzar and returned as a sovereign nation. They will be visited by the Lord who will empower and guide them including a remarkable defeat of the Selucids by Judas Maccabeus until they are sent into dispersion in 70 AD only to be gathered in the future also at the Second Advent.
The Hebrew word translated goodly is Hod and is better translated as majestic. The phrase therefore could be translated as a magnificent or majestic charger. On the cleansing of the Temple on 25th December 164 BC the Jews initiated the Celebration or Festival of Lights which lasted until January 1st.

4  Out of him came forth the corner, out of him the nail, out of him the battle bow, out of him every oppressor together.
Here we have a progression. The corner or cornerstone points to the Cross and shows that all meaningful work in God’s Plan has to start with salvation.
The nail or peg indicates something on which to hang things and by implication to rely on. In a biblical sense it is the promises and doctrines of God and the Lord Himself who we are to rely on.

As a result of both salvation and growing in the knowledge and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ the correct orientation to defeating the enemy be it physical or spiritual is soundly based. The Jews are not able to fight for freedom without the backing of Bible doctrine.
There are a number of examples when the Jews used the Word of God to defeat enemies, an example being Abraham and the rescue of Lot, Moses and the Exodus, Judas Maccabeus’ defeat of the Greeks and in the future the defence of Jerusalem in the Second half of the Tribulation. Israel’s defeat of overwhelming odds in the wars of 1948, 1956, 1967 and 1973 also shows the Lord’s support for them.

APPLICATION

The Lord provides great economic benefits to groups that seek His will by prayer but from the correct motivation. It is Biblical to pray for your country. We can do something for our country which few can do today, we can pray for our country. 
However if we put anything before the Lord we are out of the will of God and relying on other things than the Lord for our life’s journey. The people held the Teraphim in their hands and prayed to it. God however holds us in His hand. John 10:28.
If you start as a believer getting into idols and such practices you get confused and get further and further away from the Lord.
While the northern kingdom was dispersed over 2700 years ago their believing descendants will be brought back to form part of the nation of Israel under the rulership of the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no such things as the ten lost tribes for God will seal 12,000 from every tribe except Dan for evangelical purposes at the start of the Tribulation Revelation 7:1-8 and they will all survive to the Second Advent  - Revelation 14.
DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRAYER

1. We may know the provision of God but we must communicate with Him in order to obtain this provision.

a) Prayer is the believer's means of communicating with God.

b) The Bible is God's way of communicating with man.

2. Promises Involving Prayer

a) Matthew 21:22 We should ask believing.

b) Matthew 18:19 The power of corporate prayer.

c) Psalm 116:1, 2 God is always available to hear our prayer.

d) Isaiah 65:24 God will answer while we are yet praying.

e) Matthew 7:7 We are commanded to pray.

f) John 14:13-14 We can ask for anything in His name.

g) Philippians 4:6 The prayer should be with thanksgiving.

h) 1 Thessalonians 5:17 We should pray without ceasing.

i) Hebrews 4:16 We can come boldly to the throne of Grace.

3. Prayer Divided into 4 Segments

a) Confession of sins (1 John 1:9)

b) Thanksgiving (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

c) Intercession for others (Ephesians 6:18)

d) Petitions for one's own needs (Hebrews 4:16)

4.  Power of Prayer

a) Individual - Elijah and the burnt offering (1 Kings 18:36-39)

b) Corporate - the release of Peter from prison (Acts 12:1-18)

5.  One Prayer that could not be Answered The prayer of our Lord on the Cross (Psalm 22:1-18)

6.  To Whom are Prayers Addressed?

a) Directed to the Father - (Matthew 6:5-9) 

b) In the name of the Son - (Hebrews 7:25)

c) In the power of the Spirit - (Romans 8:26-27)

The Son (Jesus) and Spirit are interceding for us.

7.  Prayers can be Divided into Petition and Desire

a) Petition - What you ask God for (e.g. a new car).

b) Desire - The desire behind the petition (e.g. happiness because you have a new car).

8.  Four Possible Combinations

a) Petition answered - Desire not answered.  Psalm 106:15 - The quails of the Exodus generation.  1 Samuel 8:5 - A King to reign over Israel.

b) Petition not answered - Desire answered. Genesis 18:23 - The preservation of Sodom.  2 Corinthians 12:7 - Removal of the thorn in Paul's side.

c) Petition answered - Desire answered.  1 Kings 18:36-37 - Elijah requests fire for the offering.  Luke 23:42 -The penitent thief's prayer.  Type c) represents the perfect prayer.

d) Petition not answered - Desire not answered.  Type d) unanswered prayer has 8 main reasons which are shown in paragraph 9.

9.  Reasons for Unanswered Prayer

a) Lack of belief (Matthew 21:22)

b) Selfishness (James 4:3)

c) Unconfessed sin (Psalm 66:18)

d) Lack of compassion (Proverbs 21:13)

e) Pride and self righteousness (Job 35:12-13)

f) Lack of filling of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:18)

g) Lack of obedience (1 John 3:22)

h) Not in the Divine will (1 John 5:14)

Most of the reasons for unanswered prayer, is some form of sin in the life, which can be solved by confession of known sins as per paragraph 3 a) under the concept of  1John 1:9.

10.  Intercessory Prayer

a) This is one of the four factors in a prayer, which are:-

i) Confession of sins

ii) Thanksgiving

iii) Intercession

iv) Own needs.

b) The power of intercessory prayer is taught in (1 Kings 18:42-46) the principle being found in (James 5:16-18)

c) The power of prevailing prayer is shown in (Acts 12)

d) The prayer for the unbeliever (Romans 10:1)

e) Prayer for an unknown believer (Colossians 1:3-11)

f) Prayer for the known believer (Ephesians 1:15-23)

GOD – TRINITY

1. There is one God.  He has manifest Himself in three personalities. (2 Samuel 23:1-3, Isaiah 48:16, Isaiah 63:7-10, Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:33, 2 Corinthians 13:14)

2. The oneness of God refers to the unity or sameness of character.  All three members of the Trinity are equal (Philippians 2:6, Deuteronomy 6:4, Acts 17:29, Romans 1:20, Colossians 2:9), although they have different functions/purposes in relation to man.

3. The three members are distinguished according to their function in the plan of salvation (1 Peter 1:2-3)

a) The Father - the authority, who planned our salvation (Isaiah 14:27, John 4:34, 5:17, 12:44, 1 Corinthians 8:6a, Ephesians 3:11)

b) The Son - the obedient son, who was born as a man, died for our sins, and rose from the dead  (John 4:34, 5:17, Hebrews 10:7)

c) The Holy Spirit - the ministering servant, who reveals the Son and sanctifies us  (John 16:8-11).

4. The Son is the only visible member of the Trinity. (John 1:18, 6:46, 1 Timothy 6:16, 1 John 4:12).  He was revealed in the Old Testament in Christophanies (eg the Angel of Jehovah) and became flesh in the New Testament. (Exodus 3:14 cf John 8:58; Psalm 10:16 cf Revelation 11:15; Zechariah 14 cf Revelation 19)

5. Evidences of the Trinity

a) Affirmed by the use of the title Elohim (plural, Gods) in the Old Testament and the plural pronoun "us" in (Genesis 1:26, 3:22, 11:7).

b) The worship of God we have repeated three times "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty  (Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4)

c) The name (singular) of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit indicates Trinity. (Matthew 28:19-20)

d) The Lord's Baptism - the Spirit descends, the Father speaks from heaven and the Son is baptised. (Matthew 3)

6. Light is a good illustration of the Trinity. (1 John 1:5)  Light is one, but has three elements.

a) Father - actinic light - that part of light which is invisible, nor felt.

b) Son - luminiferous - that part of light which is both seen and felt.

c) Spirit - calorific - that part of light which is not seen but felt.

GOD:  TRINITY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

1. The plurality of God is given by the plurality of the word Elohim which is not only a word of magnitude but also of number ‑ Genesis 1, 3, 11 

2. The tetragrammaton JHWH also refers to three personalities in the Trinity ‑ Numbers 6:24‑27

3. The Father speaks of 

[a] The Son ‑ Psalm 2:6,7,  

[b] The Holy Spirit ‑ Isaiah 11:2

4. The worship of God we have repeated three times "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty ‑ Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4

5. The Lord Jesus Christ is revealed in the Old Testament ‑ Exodus 3:14 cf John 8:58; Psalm 10:16 cf Revelation 11:15; Zechariah 14 cf Revelation 19

6. The Lord Jesus Christ is noted as the angel of Jehovah ‑ Genesis 16, 22, 33, Exodus 13, 14; Judges 6, 13. The angel of the Lord is the Lord Jesus Christ.

7. The Lord Jesus Christ is the visible and audible person of the Godhead. ‑ Genesis 3:8 cf John 1:18 ‑ Adam; Genesis 18 ‑ Abraham, Genesis 32 ‑ Jacob; Exodus 3 ‑ Moses; Exodus 25, Leviticus 16 ‑ Shekinah glory

GOD:  TRINITY IN THE TITLES OF GOD

1. The three in one Matthew 28:19,20, 

2. The Lord's Baptism ‑ Matthew 3 where the Spirit descends, the Father speaking from heaven and the Son being baptised.

3. We have the Father sending the Son in John 3:16, in John 14‑17 we have the Son sending the Spirit.

4. We have the three fold titles of God Romans 5, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 1, Romans 15

5. The Holy Spirit is called God in Acts 5, 1 Corinthians 3 and called the Lord in 2 Corinthians 3:17.

6. The works of the Lord are ascribed to the Father John 17, the Holy Spirit responsible for the procreation of the Son  Luke 1:35, 2:11; the Son doing the will of the Father John 8, 10, the Holy Spirit sustaining the Son. Matthew 18:28, John 3:34

7. The Trinity are involved in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ in the first advent. The death of the Lord Jesus Christ is the co operative work of the Trinity, the Father gives the son Romans 8:32, the Lord lays down his life John 10:18, the Holy Spirit empowers Him to offer Himself on the Cross Hebrews 9. On the Cross He addresses the other two members of the Trinity when He cried out "My God, My God why has thou forgotten me?"

8. All three were involved in the resurrection

[a] the Father ‑ Colossians 2:12

[b] the Son as the person who was raised ‑ John 2:19, 10:18, 1 Peter 3:18

[c] The Holy Spirit was involved in His resurrection ‑ Romans 8:11. The Father, Son and the Holy Spirit will be involved in our resurrection.  

9. The indwelling of the believer ‑ John 14:23, we are the temple of the Holy Spirit ‑ 1 Corinthians 6:19, we have the power in us ‑ Ephesians 4:6, the Lord in us ‑ Colossians 1:27

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

1. National Government is the fourth Divine Institution, the others being volition or freewill, marriage and family. It should be noted that all Divine Institutions are for the human race as a whole and are not for Christians only. They allow for the orderly function of humanity and each Institution is built on a previous one. For instance marriage is built on freewill, family is based on marriage and freewill and so on.

2. The first three were instituted at creation whilst National Government did not occur until after the Flood.

3. Definition - God's delegated authority to mankind to judge it's own evil until Christ returns. It is therefore a temporary divine institution lasting from the Flood to the second advent of Christ.

4. Prior to national governments the rule of law was by God - Genesis 4:17. Here Cain was jealous of his brother and killed him with a sacrificial knife. As a result he was excluded from the family but he was not killed. God said that anyone who killed him would be avenged 7 times over. Obviously at that time God was doing the judgment Himself. If there was to be any killing it would be done by God. The delegated authority was therefore capital punishment.

5. The change to national governments is given in Genesis 9:4-6 where God stated that a person shall not murder and if a person does murder that man rather than God will take his life. This indicates a delegation of responsibility to man for judgment and execution of penalty.

6. Capital punishment was used in the nation Israel. In Exodus 20:13 it says you shall not kill. The word used RATSACH means to murder rather than kill. In the rest of the law there is capital punishment by stoning as well as warfare showing that this commandment cannot mean "thou shalt not kill" but "thou shalt not murder" as you cannot have one part of the law countermanding another part.

7. In Romans 13:4-6 capital punishment in the New Testament is given. Paul confirms his agreement with the principle of capital punishment in Acts 25:11. In addition when the Lord returns at the Second Advent he uses capital punishment on a large scale.

8. Two limitations are put on government 

[a] The government shall be national with linguistic, geographical and racial fractures and not international as the post Flood group tried to set up at the Tower of Babel. God had to divide the human race to allow for the human race to survive. Genesis 11:1-9. An attempt to create a world wide Satanic millennium will occur just prior to the Second Advent but this will also be judged by the Lord. Revelation 13:16-18, 19:19-21. This changes at the Second Advent when the Lord Jesus Christ sets up a true worldwide kingdom for the 1000 year reign of the Millennium Revelation 20:1-6

[b] In Matthew 22:21 where if a national government has laws which are anti Biblical the Christian should passively and prayerfully disobey the laws and take the consequences. Christians are not revolutionists.

9.Three classic objections are raised to the question of capital punishment.

[a] Capital punishment does not deter crime - Two fallacies :- 

[i]capital punishment was never created to deter crime, but it is the retributive justice of God against evil. 


[ii] Also if it were properly administered it would deter. In the Old Testament capital punishment was never given unless there had been two eye witnesses to the crime and was only the punishment for certain crimes. Conviction was not possible through circumstantial evidence as it had to be by direct witness. After the trial the executioners were the witnesses. The execution was public and the body had to be displayed until sundown indicating the wrath of God on guilty man.

[b] The retributive justice theory which states that a society which has capital punishment is exacting it's vengeance on the guilty. Two fallacies:-

[i] Who is the one who owes the debt? There are three parties involved, the criminal, the victim and the State. If the criminal kills the victim he has broken the law of the State and therefore the crime is against the State, not the victim. Capital punishment therefore comes out of God's vengeance.


[ii] Retributive justice would have a redemptive element if it were carried out correctly as it was in Israel.

[c] It cannot be justly administered as the poor cannot engage as good a lawyer as the rich and are therefore more likely to get convicted. God knew that capital punishment could not be justly administered when He set it up, Jesus Christ being a prime example.  

10. Although God has delegated the authority He has not defined the type of government unlike marriage or family where there is just one form of structure.

11. John Calvin said that there were three types of government:- monarchy, aristocracy and democracy. Monarchy can easily deteriorate to despotism, aristocracy to oligarchy, the rule of an elite few and from democracy to sedition. He said that by far the best form of government was either aristocracy or the combination of aristocracy and democracy.

12. Government is based on two foundations law and power. The power is based on police internally and military for external power. Those who campaign against either are apostate. There must be a balance between law and power. Law without power is destroyed or ignored, power without law destroys the people.

13. Law comes from one of four sources.

[a] verbally from God as to the nation Israel. Israel's law was the Bible.

[b] those nations based on Christian principles draw their law from the Bible.

[c] there are nations who base their law on what the State requires, the liberal, view.

[d] the law can be based on what an individual desires such as a despot, the conservative view.

14. From the human viewpoint there are two types, the conservative which bases its concepts on the rights of the individuals and the liberal who bases his law on the right of the State. Both these views are apostate as it presupposes that law comes from man and not God.

15. The Christian therefore has to say that God has designed a number of elements such as the divine institutions. The government is therefore not allowed to coerce freewill nor bring in polygamy in place of marriage. The State has no sovereignty over volition, marriage or family. In addition there are areas such as economics, education, religion, natural resources, the arts and the sciences.

16. In judging evil the government has to judge the balance between all these elements but does not have rights over the building blocks of society. This lasts until the return of Christ.

17 The model for a nation is given under 8 areas. If any of the areas are weakened the nation is weakened.

[a] Geographical proximity - where a nation should be compact and not inhabit a long thin strip with people strung out over hundreds of kilometres [Deuteronomy 3:18-20]. In the ancient world the river Jordan dividing the two and a half tribes to the east from their brethren on the west caused a weakening of the nation Israel.

[b] The domination by one race, so that a large majority should be of one race. All the nations are called by the father of the nation such as Israel or the sons of Esau which was the name of Edom. You cannot have a melting pot of all peoples without melting the pot. Whilst you can absorb a large number of minorities you must have a dominant race. Deuteronomy 2:4

[c] There must be a strong national feeling of belonging whether the person is an immigrant or not. Deuteronomy 16:11

[d] There must be a common way of thinking about life's problems. If you have two diverse ways of looking at things you have a weak nation.  Deuteronomy 6 The talk in the home should be on the basis of divine viewpoint. All children should be instructed in the Word of God by their parents.

[e] A dominance by one language. When God divided the nations He did it linguistically at the Tower of Babel. Two historical examples of people who saw the value of a common language:- Alexander the Great and Koine Greek and Lenin who modified Russian at the time of the Russian revolution to improve the cohesion of the Soviet Union. 

[f] The principle of harmony between neighbourhoods. Deuteronomy 22:1-4 There were no police in Israel in those days, the inhabitants acting as policemen. 

[g] Patriotism strengthens a nation Deuteronomy 19:13

[h] Dominance of the sovereignty of God over a nation. The destiny of the country is either in God or in man Deuteronomy 21:18     

18. Government's job is to form a balance between the various elements which make up a national entity. For instance the government does not have the right to legally enforce polygamy as marriage is a God given monogamous state. They do have the right however to regulate divorce.

19. Deuteronomy 22:1-3 illustrates how the Old Testament society functioned. The right of the individual had to be respected. Individual rights come because they were created in us. This says to respect your brother's property even if there are no policemen present. This passage gives the ability to have private property. This is confirmed in Exodus 20 where it states you shall not steal. You cannot steal something which is your own. 

Charity also presumes private property. Property allows you to make choices and is the basis for giving. 2 Corinthians 8,9 You cannot give what is not yours. The act of the government giving money extracted from the population by taxes is not an act of charity. However there is a great danger that the possessions possess the possessor and you become materialistic. You can only enjoy property when you are in fellowship with the Lord. [Ecclesiastes 2]

20. Government must defend and strengthen marriage by guarding against adultery and rape. With the strengthening of a marriage a person who had just got married did not have to go to war for a year but stayed at home to cheer up his wife. [Deuteronomy 24:5]

21. Education should deal with the technical things but should not deal with the philosophy of life as this is the parent's responsibility. Ephesians 6:4 This includes such items as sex education and humanistic philosophies 

22. Economics - the basis for economics is given at the point of creation. Deuteronomy 25:13-16 Government cannot create an economy it can only regulate it. John Witherspoon's essay on money is an excellent example of a Biblical approach to economics. 

"Fractional reserves" is a form of the government stealing from the population as they do not have the full weight of gold or silver to back it. Isaiah 1:22 With banknotes it states that the paper money is "legal tender" and therefore has to be accepted in transactions. The Christian response. Matthew 6:19-21                             ]

23. Natural resources. - people say that Christianity is responsible for the present problems in the ecology because of Genesis 1:28. The Biblical answer to this is in Romans 8:20-23 which shows why man destroys the environment, not because of Christianity but because of the fall. 

Thus it is not because of God's design but what man has done. This is further amplified in Isaiah 65:25 where it is clear that God is concerned with ecology showing the balance that will occur in the Millennium. The believer should also be concerned about the environment. Deuteronomy 20:19-20

24. Arts and Sciences - some governments dictate aesthetic tastes for artists.

25. Church - Government has no right to interfere with the Church nor the Church with the Government.  As an example in the case of slavery the Christians eat away from the inside rather than rising in rebellion. [Philemon]

26. Courts and the Police - in Deuteronomy 16:18 -18:22 the Bible states that they are necessary. The Christian should defend the principle of the Courts and Police Force. The law enforcement and court officials are not to take inducements or be biased Deuteronomy 16:18-20 The groves of trees in v21 are the place of the Baal worshippers. As God was Head of State this meant that they were to be faithful and patriotic.

27. To secure a capital conviction there had to be two or more witnesses Deuteronomy 17:6. The individual citizen was the informant showing a civic responsibility and acted as the police. Upon securing conviction the witnesses were the ones to throw the first rock in the execution. Perjury was seen as a major crime. Punishment for a false witness was that which he had accused the other party. Deuteronomy 19:18

The court procedure was such that the trials were quick and soon after the offence. The complaint was brought by the plaintiff and not by a lawyer. The judgment was considered to be not against the state but against God. Deuteronomy 1:17 The penalties were either a fine, corporal punishment or capital punishment but apart from waiting to appear in court no imprisonment. Any corporal punishment was undertaken in front of the judge to ensure fairness. Deuteronomy 25:1-3                 

28. God has set the geographical and historical boundaries for nations. Acts 17:26, Genesis 10:25; Deuteronomy 32:8

29. All nations and races are descended from Noah's three sons Ham, Shem and Japheth. Genesis 9:19

30. The nations were dispersed after the Tower of Babel Genesis 11:9

31. Internationalism and one-worldism is therefore against the will of God. cf Genesis 11:4,9  Satan is attempting to unite the world as a counterfeit to the Millennium, when Christ will reign as King.

32. Nations are established by God to protect the freedoms and rights of people so that they may serve God peacefully. 1 Timothy 2:1-2

33. The importance of free will - a government should not force people to accept or reject Christianity.

34. Freedoms in a nation are to be protected

a) Externally by military forces

b) Internally by police forces and courts Romans 13:4 

35. The effectiveness of believers within a nation determines its blessing or cursing Deuteronomy 11:26-28, Genesis 18:17-33, Matthew 5:13

36. When nations become evil, God must destroy them.  Examples include

a) Amorites  Genesis 15:16, Deuteronomy 7:2

b) Chaldea Daniel 5

37. Jews were forbidden to intermarry with other nations, so that the Jewish religion would not be defiled by heathen practices. Deuteronomy 7:1-3, Ezra 10:2,14

a) Solomon's union with foreign women was evil. Nehemiah 13:23-27

b) Abraham forbade Isaac to marry outside his people. Genesis 28:1

c) Esau's marriage to Hittites brought grief Genesis 26:34,35

d) Moses' marriage to an Ethiopian caused trouble. Numbers 12:1

38. The threefold split of humanity appears in the book of Acts as examples of salvation.

a) An Ethiopian (Hamitic) is saved in Acts 10:1 -48

b) Saul (Semitic) is saved in Acts 9:1-16

c) Cornelius (Japhetic) is saved in Acts 10:1-48

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - NATIONS -NATIONAL DISCIPLINE

1.  Discipline upon the damned. These nations have lived out their purpose in history and must be eliminated. This is shown in the story of Sodom in (Genesis 19). This also shows that God will not punish a nation if He can find a remnant in that nation.

God will never damn a people to extinction in history as long as there is a remnant left. Believers are the salt of the earth and are the insurance policy for the nation in which they reside (Matthew 5:13).  God protects the believer from judgment (Genesis 19:17-23; Romans 8:1). This was done without any external armies by means of a natural catastrophe.

2.  The principle is given in (Acts 17:26) where God has set the geographical and historical boundaries for nations.   God is therefore sovereign in history and geography.  This is done so that they should seek after the Lord (Acts 17:27).  No nation is that apostate that a person does not have a chance to be saved as when a nation becomes apostate it is either destroyed or changed.

3.  Another damned culture is the Amorites of (Genesis 15:16) where Abraham's seed would be in Egypt until such time that the apostasy of the Canaanites had matured.  However when the Israelites came out of Egypt they were used by God to destroy the Amorites (Deuteronomy 7:2).  As they were doing it for God they were not allowed to take booty (Joshua 6:17).  This discipline was by direct military action and not by natural means.  As the discipline continues they are warned about their attitude (Deuteronomy 9:3-6).

4.  The fall of the Chaldean empire under Belshazzer to the Medio - Persians and the Scythians is an example of the destruction of a powerful empire overnight (Daniel 5).  Daniel pointed out the God made Nebuchadnezzar king but when he became proud he was discipline until such time as he acknowledged the source of his prosperity.  No nation can attain power unless God grants them it.  Belshazzer had the testimony of Nebuchadnezzar but chose to ignore it.

5.  Part of our responsibility is to pray for our country and its rulers (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

ZECHARIAH 10:5-12

5  And they shall be as mighty men, which tread down their enemies in the mire of the streets in the battle: and they shall fight, because the LORD is with them, and the riders on horses shall be confounded. 6  And I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring them again to place them; for I have mercy upon them: and they shall be as though I had not cast them off: for I am the LORD their God, and will hear them. 7  And they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man, and their heart shall rejoice as through wine: yea, their children shall see it, and be glad; their heart shall rejoice in the LORD. 8  I will hiss for them, and gather them; for I have redeemed them: and they shall increase as they have increased. 9  And I will sow them among the people: and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children, and turn again. 10  I will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall not be found for them. 11  And he shall pass through the sea with affliction, and shall smite the waves in the sea, and all the deeps of the river shall dry up: and the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall depart away. 12  And I will strengthen them in the LORD; and they shall walk up and down in his name, saith the LORD.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

5  And they shall be as mighty men, which tread down their enemies in the mire of the streets in the battle: and they shall fight, because the LORD is with them, and the riders on horses shall be confounded. 6  And I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring them again to place them; for I have mercy upon them: and they shall be as though I had not cast them off: for I am the LORD their God, and will hear them. 7  And they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man, and their heart shall rejoice as through wine: yea, their children shall see it, and be glad; their heart shall rejoice in the LORD. 

The people who are walking with and relying on the Lord will be men of valour, mighty men. They will be very effective in defeating the enemy. The phrase “which tread down their enemies in the mire of the streets in the battle” is an idiom for running all over the enemy. In the ancient world the streets were the sewers. Their enemies are going to be thoroughly defeated, they are going to be “put in the sewers” so to speak

We notice that the Lord is with them. We need to remember that prior to the session of Christ God was with certain believers. In the Church Age however we should not be asking the Lord to be with us, because all believers in this age has the Holy Spirit indwelling them permanently, John 14:16,17, as well as the indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ for fellowship.  He is already and always “with us”.
In verse 6 the house of Judah, the southern kingdom will be strengthened while the house of Joseph the northern kingdom will be saved. This again shows that all the tribes of Israel will combine and be under the Lord’s protection. The reason for this is that they will return to the Promised Land. 
In verse 7 the word Ephraim is used and often has the concept of cowardice. In Psalm 78:9 it says “The children of Ephraim, being armed, and carrying bows, turned back in the day of battle.” They had the necessary equipment including bows yet they ran away. However the cowards will be come as mighty men or appear to be mighty men. The statement about wine does not mean that they are drunk or intoxicated but more that it is something on the inside has changed them from cowards to men of valour. Because their parents fought the enemy, the children will see the Second Advent of Christ.
8  I will hiss for them, and gather them; for I have redeemed them: and they shall increase as they have increased. 9  And I will sow them among the people: and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children, and turn again. 10  I will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall not be found for them. 11  And he shall pass through the sea with affliction, and shall smite the waves in the sea, and all the deeps of the river shall dry up: and the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall depart away. 12  And I will strengthen them in the LORD; and they shall walk up and down in his name, saith the LORD.

We now have the re-gathering of the Jews at the Second Advent of Christ. The Hebrew word Sharaq translated hiss can also be translated whistle. Hiss as a word in the English has negative meanings. What we have here is the Lord Jesus Christ whistling like a shepherd whistling his flock at the Second Advent and all of the believing Jews will return to Israel to take up their place as subjects of Jesus Christ the King of the Jews. The increase stated in verse 8 deals with the population explosion in the Millennium under the perfect rule of the Lord Jesus Christ.
In verse 9 God sees the dispersion of the southern kingdom in 70 AD where the Jews will be scattered throughout the earth. The remembering me in far countries could also apply to the 144,000 evangelists mentioned in Revelation 7:1-8. When they respond with others at the start of the Tribulation they will turn to the Lord. There will be a national conversion revival for the Jews in that period.

God is going to bring them out of many countries including Assyria which indicates the return of the ten so called lost tribes who went into dispersion in 720 BC. They are scattered but not lost. These people will be under huge pressure but the believing remnant of the Jews will be protected and will have fellowship with Christ during the Millennial reign of our Lord. There is no level of Anti Semitism that will be able to prevent the regathering.

APPLICATION

It is essential to rightly divide the Word of God. This is best done by the application of a dispensational framework to the Scriptures. For instance as the Holy Spirit is in you permanently in the Church Age it is incorrect to pray that that the Holy Spirit not be taken away from you as David did in Psalm 51:11 or ask for the Holy Spirit to be given as He already has been at the point of salvation. See ministries of the Holy Spirit doctrines on pages 60 and 61.
Those who are valiant people due to the word of God will shine out as mighty men. We should be noted for our boldness in the service of our Lord but this can only be done through growing in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Even those who have failed, those who have been cowards, those who have deserted when under pressure can become Christians of great note by being strengthened by the Lord.
Whilst there are Jews in large numbers back in the Land it will not be until the Great Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ whistles for his sheep, the Jews, at the Second Advent that they will return en masse to the Promised Land and no anti Semitic groups will be able to resist this movement.

God knew in eternity pass about the dispersion of various groups of Jews at various times in history but the Jews will always remain because they are God’s chosen people. 

DOCTRINES

DRINKING ALCOHOL

1. Drunkenness is always condemned as a sin in the Bible. (Proverbs 20:1, 23:20, Isaiah 5:11-22, 28:7, 8, Romans 13:13, 1 Corinthians 5:11, Ephesians 5:18)

2. Drinking of alcoholic beverages is to be avoided in certain positions of leadership.


(a) Kings (rulers, government leaders) (Proverbs 31:4, 5)


(b) Pastors (1 Timothy 3:3, Titus 1:7)


(c) Deacons (1 Timothy 3:8)

3. Drinking of alcoholic beverages proved disastrous for certain persons


(a) Noah (Genesis 9:21)


(b) Nabal (1 Samuel 25:36,37)


(c) Ephraim(Isaiah 28:1)


(d) Lot (Genesis 19:32-6)

4. Drinking of alcoholic beverages is condoned in certain areas. For example:- for medicinal reasons, or where customary with meals, moderate amounts of alcoholic beverages are permissible (Proverbs 31:6-7, 1 Timothy 5:23) Normal cough mixture for instance contains a significant amount of alcohol.

5. It is possible that the water which Jesus Christ turned into wine was an alcoholic beverage (John 2:1 -11 ). This passage neither condemns nor condones drinking of alcoholic beverages but was the use of a miracle to focus attention on the person of Jesus Christ as the God-Man-Saviour. Wine produces joy in the heart. (judges 9:13, Psalm 104:15)

6. Alcoholism forms a part of the pattern of national disaster (Joel 1:4-6, Isaiah 28). It leads to economic depression and encourages military invasion. Jeremiah 13:12-17

7. Adverse effects of excessive drinking of alcoholic beverages:-

(a) Leads to impulsive, abusive and irresponsible behaviour, vehicle accidents.


(b) Causes paralysis of the eyes (Wernicke's disease), tunnel vision.


(c) Destroys brain tissue.


(d) Produces cirrhosis of the liver,

(e) Results in delirium tremens (D.T.'s) which cause confusion, anxiety, terror and delusions. Alcoholism is drug addiction which involves destruction of the soul. (Galatians 5:20-2 1

8. Importance of abstinence from alcoholic beverages in youth cannot be over emphasised.

9. Conditions under which indulgence in alcoholic beverage should be avoided from a believer's viewpoint.


(a) Application of the law of love - towards believers.

(b) Law of expediency - towards unbelievers: used when drinking becomes a false issue in presenting the gospel.


(c) Law of supreme sacrifice - towards God: applicable when drinking hinders a specific ministry.

Application - In Australia probably alcohol should be avoided because of major problems, vehicle accidents, social problems. In Greece however, a glass of wine with a meal would be expected and rejection by a Christian could cause a false issue.

10. Drinking is related to degeneracy. Wine and drunkenness are used in the Scripture to represent the entire principle of sublimation involved in rejecting God's way. (Jeremiah 13:12-17)

DISPENSATIONS

1. General Scripture (Ephesians 3:1-5) Key words -

Verse 2 - dispensation - stewardship or administration.

Verse 3 - mystery - Church age.

Verse 5 - other ages - Gentile and Jewish ages.

2. Definition:  A dispensation is a period of time expressing the viewpoint of God in relation to the history of man. During each dispensation God entrusts the spreading of the Gospel to specific people. Failure to fulfil their responsibility causes God to end a Dispensation and usher in a new one.

3. Human history is divided biblically into 4 Dispensations.

(a) Gentile or Family.

(b) Jews.

(c) Church or Grace.

(d) Christ or the Millennium.

4. In all cases salvation is the same - faith in Jesus Christ but due to the position of the cross varies in its viewpoint of the sacrifice from prophetic to historic.

(a) The Gentile and Jewish ages looked forward to the cross by means of animal sacrifices, the Tabernacle and Old Testament scriptures.

(b) The Church age looks back at the cross as an accomplished fact in history.

(c) The Millennial Age looks at the present person of Christ on earth.

5. Greek words related to time.

(a) Chronos - a succession of events - chronology - a history of Israel. e.g. reign of Saul, reign of David, reign of Solomon.

(b) Kairos - an epoch or period of time which is used for categories of times - dispensations.

(c) Oikonomia - translated dispensation - means to administer an estate, be a responsible steward of an important item.

(d) Aion - age - very similar to Kairos but allows for a break in an epoch such as occurs in the Jewish age with the Tribulation occurring after the Church age.

6. Diagrammatic layout of Dispensations.

Gentiles 

Jews 

Church

Jews 

Millennium

Adam     
Abraham 
Pentecost 
Rapture 

2nd Advent

7. Responsible Agents for the Gospel.

(a) Gentiles - the head of the family responsible for the gospel.

(b) Jews - a special race based on regeneration responsible for the gospel. The Jews are often called the sons of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, all 'born again' believers.

(c) Church - a spiritual race based on regeneration responsible for the gospel.

(d) Christ - the God/Man himself responsible for the gospel.

8. Civilisations

As a parallel system to dispensations are civilisations of which there are three. In all cases the civilisation starts with believers only and finishes with judgment.

(a)
Civilisation


Pre Flood 


Post Flood


Millennial


Adam



Noah 



2nd Advent

(b)
Dispensation


Gentile



Jews & Church


Millennium


Adam



Abraham


2nd Advent

We are thus in the Church Age dispensation and Post Flood Civilisation.

CHAPTER 11
INTRODUCTION

This chapter deals with three shepherds; verses 1 to 11 the false shepherd or leadership in Israel at the time of the dispersion of the Jews by the Romans, verses 12-14 the betrayal of the good shepherd the Lord Jesus Christ, and verses 15-17 the idol or worthless shepherd of the Tribulation period.
The first section in verses 1-11 is the prophecy of the second dispersion of the Jews in 70 AD, the first having taken place in 586 BC. This dispersion will last until the Second Advent of Christ. 
At this time there was a complete breakdown in society. Bandits had entered Jerusalem and were roaming from house to house pillaging and robbing all and sundry. They would torture people until they disclosed the location of valuables or later on food.

There was also a civil war between several factions the main ones being the Zealots and the Moderates. The Zealots would assassinate any who were pro Roman. The Jews during the day were fighting the Romans while at night they were killing each other and thereby wiping out the garrison. More were killed fighting each other than were killed by the Romans.

Because of the civil war there was starvation. The granaries in Jerusalem were very well stocked with food but during a skirmish one of the groups of zealots set fire to the granaries destroying years of food. When they ran out of food they ate dogs, rats and mice and eventually became cannibalistic.
The other area of death was just the case of slaughter. Without the use of modern weapons 1.1 million people died in the battles and siege of Jerusalem. The remaining 97,000 survivors of the siege were sent into slavery. Some went to the mines, some to slavery and some of the stronger ones were trained up as gladiators.  Moses words in Deuteronomy 28:64-68, were totally fulfilled and many of those who were sent to Egyptin slave markets were slaughtered there as the slave market was glutted and the weak, elderly and ugly were slain to keep the price up.
ZECHARIAH 11:1-11
1  Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy cedars. 2  Howl, fir tree; for the cedar is fallen; because the mighty are spoiled: howl, O ye oaks of Bashan; for the forest of the vintage is come down. 3  There is a voice of the howling of the shepherds; for their glory is spoiled: a voice of the roaring of young lions; for the pride of Jordan is spoiled. 4  Thus saith the LORD my God; Feed the flock of the slaughter; 5  Whose possessors slay them, and hold themselves not guilty: and they that sell them say, Blessed be the LORD; for I am rich: and their own shepherds pity them not. 6  For I will no more pity the inhabitants of the land, saith the LORD: but, lo, I will deliver the men every one into his neighbour's hand, and into the hand of his king: and they shall smite the land, and out of their hand I will not deliver them. 7  And I will feed the flock of slaughter, even you, O poor of the flock. And I took unto me two staves; the one I called Beauty, and the other I called Bands; and I fed the flock. 8  Three shepherds also I cut off in one month; and my soul lothed them, and their soul also abhorred me. 9  Then said I, I will not feed you: that that dieth, let it die; and that that is to be cut off, let it be cut off; and let the rest eat every one the flesh of another. 10  And I took my staff, even Beauty, and cut it asunder, that I might break my covenant which I had made with all the people. 11  And it was broken in that day: and so the poor of the flock that waited upon me knew that it was the word of the LORD.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

The first three verses are Hebrew poetry in ten lines.
“Open thy doors, O Lebanon, 

That the fire may devour thy cedars. 

Howl, fir tree; 

For the cedar is fallen; 

Because the mighty are spoiled: 

Howl, O ye oaks of Bashan; 

For the forest of the vintage is come down.

There is a voice of the howling of the shepherds; 

For their glory is spoiled: 

A voice of the roaring of young lions; 

For the pride of Jordan is spoiled.”
1  Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy cedars. 
Open thy doors is a kal imperative and relates to the opening of the Temple gates in 70 AD. It is noted that the Hebrew word for open means to open wide. The temple was the last area to be defended in the siege.
From the death of the Lord Jesus Christ to 70 AD the Temple had been a scene of blasphemy as after the Sacrifice of Christ the Jews continued to sacrifice animals. The purpose of the Temple had been fulfilled in 32 AD see TABERNACLE on page 66 which shows the typology of Christ in the Tabernacle. The animal sacrifices should therefore have been discontinued. The blasphemy of the process is given in Hebrews 6 where believers in the Temple were crucifying to themselves the Son of God afresh and putting him to open shame.
Lebanon refers to the type of wood which was used in the Second Temple, it was the cedars of Lebanon forming the framework which was surrounded and overlaid with stone and gold. The fire is the fire that destroyed the Second Temple. The Roman soldiers were rage filled at the Jews and started a fire which spread to the Temple and burnt it down completely even though Titus tried to extinguish it.  Josephus got access and took all the manuscripts he could save from the fires.
The inhabitants of Jerusalem seeing the fire screamed out to stop the fire and all ran towards the Temple and tried to put out the fire by throwing their bodies on the flames. You could hear the screams all over Jerusalem. The destruction of the Temple occurred on 10 August 70 AD the anniversary of the destruction of Solomon’s Temple by Nebuchadnezzar on 10 August 586 BC.  The modern fast of Tisha Ba’Av remembers this double catastrophe. 2 Chronicles 36 14-16.
2  Howl, fir tree; for the cedar is fallen; because the mighty are spoiled: howl, O ye oaks of Bashan; for the forest of the vintage is come down.
The fir trees are the common people. The word “Howl” is in a passive voice, which means that they are caused to howl. They are caused to howl because of the destruction of the Temple. The mighty are the people who resisted the Romans for three months. Some were killed, some were tortured, some were crucified, and some were sold into slavery. There is a huge amount of suffering involved.

The oaks of Bashan are the religious unbelievers. In Psalm 22:12 we see the bulls of Bashan who surrounded the Lord on the cross. The bulls are male, therefore these are male unbelievers. Psalm 22:12,13 says “Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round. 13  They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion.”
The forest of the vintage is the fortifications of Jerusalem. They have come down and been destroyed. There were three areas of defence, the outer walls, the inner walls and the defence adjacent to the Temple and where the Mark Anthony Barracks were situated. In addition the valleys of Jehosophat and Hinnon made the assault almost impossible.
3  There is a voice of the howling of the shepherds; for their glory is spoiled: a voice of the roaring of young lions; for the pride of Jordan is spoiled. 
In this verse we have the screams of the leadership. The shepherds are the leadership of Israel and they are totally unable to cope with the situation so they continually scream. The situation is hopeless and they cannot think their way out of it. There were three lots of leaders in Israel at this time, the religious leadership, the political leadership in the form of the young lions, and occasional leadership from the lower men, the radicals.

The glory is the wealth of the Temple. The Temple acted as a bank and was therefore very wealthy. When Pompey the Roman broke into the Temple in 63 BC at the commencement of the Roman domination of Israel he took a little of the valuables and became immensely rich. The pride of Jordan is these riches and they were all taken to Rome. 
4  Thus saith the LORD my God; Feed the flock of the slaughter
Here we have the example of grace before judgment. The judgment only comes after warning. The believer in a country avoids judgment. God never judges without giving the opportunity of delivery through grace. By regeneration you are placed in a different category from the other people in the national entity. In this case the period from Zechariah to 70 AD was the period of warning. Zechariah is instructed by the Lord to feed the flock of slaughter. Moses had warned about national discipline and the warning will be given very clearly by our Lord during His earthly ministry.
5  Whose possessors slay them, and hold themselves not guilty: and they that sell them say, Blessed be the LORD; for I am rich: and their own shepherds pity them not. 

The people were abandoned by the Romans, the shepherds their leaders and by the Lord. The possessors are the Romans, the shepherds the leaders of the Jews and later in verse 6 is God Himself.

The Romans are the possessors because they are the nation who are in control at the dispersion of the Jews in 70 AD. Pompey one of the triumvirate of Julius Caesar, Crassus and himself led an army into Israel in 63 BC and conquered it. He eventually was killed at the battle of Philippi, Crassus was killed by the Parthians leaving Caesar as the sole ruler. 

From 63BC to 70 AD Rome administered Israel as a third class province with a procurator as their representative. One of the more famous procurators was Pontius Pilate. Another was Felix who was witnessed to by Paul. About the time of Felix the Emperor of the Roman Empire was Nero who considered himself a great actor and musician. He often went to Greece to compete in musical and speaking competitions, as well as chariot races. 

On one such journey he was accompanied by Vespasian, a general who was known for his honesty. When asked by Nero how he thought the Emperor had performed he told him that he thought it was very poorly even though not surprisingly he had won all the competitions. Nero was not used to such statements and plotted to kill him but his aides said that would be unwise, as the gruff old soldier might be better “killed in action”, so Vespasian was sent to Judea. It was here in 67AD that the Jewish war that preceded the final siege of Jerusalem occurred. 

Nero died by his own hand with his last words being “What a shame such a great actor has to leave the stage of life”. Between 67 and 70 AD there was great instability in Rome with several generals trying to take the throne. Eventually Vespasian became Emperor leaving Titus and three legions the 5th, 10th and 15th to deal with Jerusalem and then the fortress of Masada.
Josephus in The Wars of the Jews Book 5 Chapter 12 paragraph 519 states, “However when Titus in going his rounds along those valleys, saw them full of dead bodies, and the thick putrification running about them, he gave a groan and spreading out his hands to heaven, called God to witness that this was not his doing”, which is precisely what Zechariah prophesied some 600 years before in verse 5 A “Whose possessors slay them, and hold themselves not guilty”.
“Those that sold them said Blessed be the Lord for I am rich and their own shepherds pity them not” this was the attitude of those who sold the slaves that they were better off than under the Jewish leadership they had before.
6  For I will no more pity the inhabitants of the land, saith the LORD: but, lo, I will deliver the men every one into his neighbour's hand, and into the hand of his king: and they shall smite the land, and out of their hand I will not deliver them. 
God says that enough is enough. These people have ignored and rejected the Lord en masse and will not assist them. He will allow them to fight among themselves and they will not be delivered. There is civil war going on in Jerusalem at this time and the Lord is going to allow it to come to its conclusion.

7  And I will feed the flock of slaughter, even you, O poor of the flock. And I took unto me two staves; the one I called Beauty, and the other I called Bands; and I fed the flock. 

The poor of the flock are the believers. The word poor “Aniy” means humble or grace orientated as well as poor and refers to believers. In contrast to the others as outlined in verse 6 God says that he will look after believers. During the siege of Jerusalem the believers were able to leave Jerusalem to go to the mountains of Moab, Edom, and Ammon because they saw what was happening and believed the Lord’s Word. 

I will feed is a kal imperative showing that Zechariah assumes the responsibilities of teaching. From here on everything that is written is not only for the Jews of Zechariah’s day but also the day of our Lord. It is also for the Tribulation where the Jews will have the final stage of a siege of Jerusalem. Zechariah has three congregations, one he is talking to, one in 70 AD, and one in the future Tribulation. The messages are for the poor of the flock; those who are orientated to grace.

In verse 7 we also have two staves with rather unusual names. Study of the Hebrew shows that Beauty can be translated grace while Bands can be translated Unity. These two staves represent the defence of a nation with nations surviving external attack through grace and having internal cohesion through unity or functioning government. In verse 10 we see one staff broken whilst in verse 14 below the other is broken indicating a complete breakdown in civil government.
8  Three shepherds also I cut off in one month; and my soul lothed them, and their soul also abhorred me. 9  Then said I, I will not feed you: that that dieth, let it die; and that that is to be cut off, let it be cut off; and let the rest eat every one the flesh of another. 10  And I took my staff, even Beauty, and cut it asunder, that I might break my covenant which I had made with all the people. 11  And it was broken in that day: and so the poor of the flock that waited upon me knew that it was the word of the LORD.

The three shepherds that were cut off in a month at the end of the siege. The three shepherds are the prophets, priests and the political rulers of Israel. The three in Zechariah’s day would be Zechariah the prophet, Joshua the Priest and Zerubbabel the ruler.

When the nation goes down there will be no direct revelation from God in the form of a prophet, the priests will not be evaluating the Word of God from the Scriptures and the Sanhedrin will be in total disarray. These leadership groups are totally negative towards God and God responds by being antagonistic towards the political and spiritual leadership of Israel. He therefore leaves them in their decadence and to their own fate. This even goes to the stage of cannibalism  Leviticus 26:29 foretold this as part of dispersion, “And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters shall ye eat.” [For details see Josephus The Wars of the Jews Book 6 Chapter 3 paragraph 4].
He takes his first staff, the one of grace and external protection for Israel, and breaks it so that the nation Israel is cut free from the covenant that God had made with them. It should be noted that this could not happen unless God broke the staff of Grace.

The believers however, the “poor” of the flock recognised that it was in accordance with the Word of God and rather than going towards Jerusalem headed away from it and were therefore spared the horrors and destruction of the city of Jerusalem. 
The Sanhedrin broke up after Paul escaped from their clutches and few of the Pharisees nor Sadducees trapped in the city survived the fall of Jerusalem. By September 70 AD those who tried to kill Paul were nearly all dead. The few survivors gathered with new members in Jamnia in 78 AD and wrote/gathered the earlier works and developed wjhat we call the Mishna – which has specifically anti-messianic(Jesus) principles spelled out.  They had had multiple warnings but had chosen to ignore them and now they suffered the consequences. This siege was one of the most reported sieges in history by such people as Suetonius, Tacitus and Josephus.

APPLICATION

When a temporary contract between God and man in the typology of the Tabernacle or Temple has been fulfilled in the death of Christ the shadow of good things to come is purely a reminder of an accomplished act.
Our God is a God of order as seen in destruction of the two Temples on 10th August in 586BC and 70 AD. It is of interest that Solomon brought the Tabernacle into Jerusalem and offered sacrifices in the 7th month, 1 Kings 8, and that it was on the 7th month on the first day that they started sacrifices in the New Temple, Ezra 3:6, and Ezra read the Scriptures to the people on that day Ezra 8:2. The first day of the seventh month is also the Feast of Trumpets.

It is also noted that the Jews are in dispersion until the Temple is rebuilt in Jerusalem and there was a period of them residing in Jerusalem prior to the building being constructed.
Grace always precedes judgment on a personal as well as a national basis as God is not willing that any should perish and desires the person who has gone astray to come back into fellowship with Him.
Preservation of any nation together with its freedoms is dependant on the grace of God.

Knowledge of the word of God and its accurate application to ones life can mean the difference between survival and catastrophe in the Christian life 

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EPIGNOSIS - KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S WORD

1. There is a big difference between knowing about something and truly knowing some-thing so that your life is changed by it. The Greek uses two words;  gnosis which was simply knowing about, and epignosis which was knowing the facts to the point where your life was transformed by them.

2. Our understanding of the Bible doesn't depend upon our own intellect - it depends on the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit  John 14:16-20, 15:26, 16:7-15 and on our willingness to let the Holy Spirit use His word to change us 1 Corinthians 1:19-2:16.

3. Paul's prayers for the churches were that the believers would grow in full knowledge and the application of the word that would bring the fruits of the Holy Spirit in the life. Colossians 1:9-11, Philippians 1:9-11.

4. God has provided everything for the believer so that we might grow in the fullness of the stature of Christ.  As we use it we grow and enjoy the life that God intended for us. James 4:6,  Ephesians 4:12, 16,  5:16, 18, 6:10, Colossians 4:5,

5. Synonyms for spiritual growth are;

[a] - Putting on the whole armour of God Ephesians 6:11-13,

[b] - Following the pastor Hebrews 12:1,2, Philippians 3:13-17,

[c] - Godliness  1 Timothy 6:3-6, 2 Peter 1:3, 

6. Only believers who advance in their Christian walk are suited for service for the Lord, as only they are used to listening regularly to the teaching of the Holy Spirit within and therefore are able to be led into more and more service.

BLASPHEMY

1. In word or deed to show insolence, insult, or disrespect to the character of God. Any act that robs God of his majesty, or of the glory and honour due to him.

2. Blasphemy has many objects:  

[a] Blasphemy may be against God. Leviticus 24:11-23, Isaiah 52:5, Ezekiel 20:27, Revelation 13:6, 16:11. 

[b] It may be against Christ. Acts 26:11, James 2:7. 

[c] It may be against the Holy Spirit. Matthew 12:24-32, Mark 3:22-30, Luke 12:10. 

[d] It may be against the Word of God. Psalms 107:11, Isaiah 5:24. 

[e] Against the angels Jude 8, 10. 

[f] Against doctrine itself 1 Timothy 6:1. 

[g] Against believers as servant of the living God. Acts 13:45, 1 Corinthians 4:13, Acts 18:6. 

[h] Against the Name of God. Romans 2:24. 

[i] The messengers of God. 2 Peter 2:10. 

[j] The message of redemption. Romans 14:16.

3. Blasphemy in God's sight is: 

[a] Denial of the truth 1 Timothy 1:13. 

[b] False doctrine 1 Timothy 1:20. 

[c] Idolatry  Nehemiah 9:18, 26. 

[d] Persecuting saints Isaiah 52:5. 

[e] Insulting the poor James 2:6,7. 

[f] Hypocrisy  Romans 2:24, 2 Timothy 3:2.

4. Blasphemy is just another sign of man's rejection of the Messiahship of Jesus and their pride filled belief in their own ability to meet God's standards without any need for a Saviour John 3:16-36.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ETERNAL SECURITY - HEBREWS CHAPTER 6 

1. SCRIPTURE

"Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrines of Christ let us go on unto perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, and the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands and of resurrection of the dead and of eternal judgment. And this we will do, if God permit.  For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost.  And have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the world to come.  If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh and put him to an open shame

2. APPARENT PROBLEM Are these people believers and if they are can a believer lose his salvation?

3. EVALUATION

a) In Hebrews chapter 5 verses 1 To 10 the writer of the book to the Hebrews has been teaching them the advanced doctrine of the High Priesthood of Christ and his comparison with Melchizedek.

b) In Hebrews 5:11 the writer of Hebrews breaks off this theme telling his readers "they are dull of bearing".

c) Further in verses 12-14 of chapter 5 he chides them for not growing up "they need milk (like babies) and not meat (like adults)" vl2, milk is for those unskilled in the scriptures vl3, whilst meat is for the mature v.14

d) In fact Hebrews 6:9 and following continues to encourage them to get back on the right track. In Hebrews 6:9 they are called "beloved" - a term for believers.

e) In Hebrews chapter 7 the writer of Hebrews returns to his dissertation on Melchizedek.

f) Hebrews 5:11 to 6:19 can be seen as a passage in parenthesis, a scriptural aside to chasten his Jewish readers who are within 3 years of 70 AD at which time the Jews will go unto dispersion.

4. GRAMMAR Hebrews 6:1-6 Two points of syntax.

a) In the Greek language when a list is given, rather than repeating the list again the first item of the list is repeated to indicate that the list is to be repeated c.f. "repentance" and v.1 and v.6

b) The action of the participle in the Greek language always precedes the action of the main verb.

c) The layout of v.1-6 is:- a list of 6 basic doctrines followed by 5 participles followed by the first doctrine portraying the list again with the main verb - "impossible to renew" "impossible to renew" - is made up of a noun being used as a verb which in the Greek gives tremendous emphasis to the verb - it can be translated "totally impossible to renew

5. THE BASIC DOCTRINE LIST v. 1-4

Therefore leaving the basic doctrines let us go on to perfection (maturity) not going back to the basics.

a) Repentance from good works (human good)

b) Faith towards God (trusting in the promises)

c) Doctrine of Baptisms (outward witness)

d) Laying on of hands (commissioning)

e) Resurrection of the dead (eventual resurrection)

f) Eternal judgment (the fate of the unbeliever)

REPENTANCE in verse 6 is used as the key word for the list of 6 basic doctrines.

6. THE FIVE PARTICIPLES v. 4-6 The action of the participles precede the action of "impossible to renew".

a) Who were once enlightened - AORIST PASSIVE participle of PHOTIZO. Here the passive voice shows that the subject (the person) received enlightenment. The aorist tense shows the point of time when the believer knew some doctrine. They received knowledge through bible teaching.

b) "and have tasted of the heavenly gift" - AORIST MIDDLE participle of GEUOMA1 This is the same verb and same morphology as in Hebrews 2:9 where "Christ tasted death for all men." Aorist tense point of salvation, middle voice of benefit to us tasting salvation - believing in Christ.

c) "and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit" -AORIST PASSIVE participle of GINOMAI - "to become" this phrase becomes "and became at a point of time partakers of the Holy Spirit" - this refers to the baptism of the Holy Spirit at the point of salvation. "partaker" means partner or sharer.

d) "and have tasted the good word of God" - AORIST MIDDLE participle of GEUOMAI - this draws together every time a person learns the word of God. "and the powers of the world to come deals with their experience of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the start of the church age.

e) "if they shall fall away " - AORIST ACTIVE participle of PARAPIPTO - literally having fallen away. PARA - immediate source, PIPTO - to fall. The person who falls away does so of his own free will. active voice - the person does the action.

7. MAIN VERB

"it is impossible" - "it is" does not occur in the original. "Impossible" is a noun instead of a verb which gives it double emphasis. Literal translation - Impossible, totally impossible. (v.4)

"to renew again" - present active infinitive - renew or restore to fellowship. (v.6)

Looking at the participles these people:-

were once enlightened - they are saved tasted the heavenly gift - they are saved partakers of the Holy Spirit - they are saved tasted the good word of God - they are saved

But these things have been debased by the fifth participle - "shall fall away"

"unto repentance" - with reference to repentance,  the first word in the list of basic doctrines.

"seeing" - does not occur in the original and represents two participles which literally translated mean "so long as".

"they crucify to themselves" - how? - by offering animal sacrifices in the temple in Jerusalem.

"and put him to an open shame this means from the source of your own negative attitude you have shamed Christ.

In verse 7 the believer producing divine good (herbs) is shown whilst under the provision of God (rain oft) this being contrasted with the believer in a carnal state producing human good (thorns and briers) in verse 8.

8. CONCLUSION

The people in Hebrews 6:1-6 are habitually carnal believers who are unable to understand the basic doctrines they once knew let alone the advanced doctrines of the High Priesthood of Christ. You cannot learn God's Word whilst carnal. Their negative attitude is constantly demonstrated by their offering of animal sacrifices in the temple. In v.9 the writer tells them "But beloved, we are persuaded of better things of you. " They are urged to become spiritual again.

FALSE TEACHERS

The eighteen characteristics of the false teachers - 2Timothy 3:1 - 5

1. Lovers of self - To be self centred means that everything is interpreted in terms of selfish concerns; it is a moral relativism that centres on the self rather than God or others.

2. Covetous - Lovers of money so that everything has a price and what is of value is what can be measured in dollar terms.

3. Boasters - We would say people like this are "full of hot air"; they have no substance nor heart but love to speak great words about themselves.

4. Pride - Arrogance knows no bounds when the opinion of God is ignored and the self is the sole criteria for decision making.

5. Blasphemers - When people think they know better than God they very quickly move on to directly insult God and his words, for they don't think they are bound by the rules that govern those who are, in their eyes, foolish enough to believe in God! 

6. Disobedient to parents - At heart a nation's strength is rooted in the strength and respect within the family unit. Where children grow up to despise, disobey, or ignore their parents they will grow up without a healthy sense of discipline.   

The society will then suffer as the child who does not respect its own parents will not often respect the life or property of others. This point applies equally to children and parents; parents must live so as to be worthy of respect and children must respect as far as they are able their parents.

7. Unthankful - This term sums up a trait of people who are in evil that often baffles others. Why is it that you can do wonderful things for some people and they will despise you and insult you for the good you have done them, or they will use your very kindness against you? The answer is here. People who get into evil and false doctrine will lose all perspective and have as their character trait an ungratefulness that is destructive and nasty.

8. Unholy - Holiness means to be set apart for God and his service, and unholiness means the reverse; to be set apart for self and evil rather than God.    To be active in the service of the enemy.

9. Without natural affection - No capacity for love is an indication of deeper and more dangerous aspects of a persons nature. When people love only themselves they are incapable of truly loving others.

10. Trucebreakers - When people have morality that is rooted in self interest you can be sure of only one thing with them; that you cannot be sure of them at all.    They will be as stable as the wind is! These are people whose word you cannot trust.

11. False accusers - Malicious gossips will abound where-ever self is king. If people will not talk about the Lord and his word to them they will talk about everything and anything else, as if it were important.

12. Incontinent - No self control. People who follow their whims and fancies as if they were truth and righteousness, where-as they are simply lust and desires.

13. Fierce - Brutal men are Satan's men. Gentle men are God's. There is no place in the church for those who will tear another person apart with their words or their hands. We are not to be fierce like wild dogs, but gentle like our Lord. A fierce man is a false brother.

14. Despisers of them that are good - A man is known by his company and by those he loves. No good man will despise good men, but every evil man will. Look at the company others keep and see where their hearts are.

15. Traitors - If a person is dishonourable they will betray you without thought. Evil has no standards other than self gratification, and betrayal of the good for temporary gain is to be expected from evil men.

16. Heady - Thoughtlessness is another trait of evil men. They do not think about consequences, they are rash and foolish, lacking foresight and concern for others.

17. High-minded - While being rash and foolish themselves they use such terms of others. They do not see any problems with their own behaviours, they are perfect in their own eyes.

18. Pleasure lovers - Their God is their belly. Philippians 3:19. They do things to feel good rather than because they are good, and will be of benefit for them and others

ISRAEL - PHARISEES, SADDUCEES AND SCRIBES

1. Pharisees- Their name originates from the Aramaic name for "Separated".

a) Believed in immortality of the soul.

b) Resurrection.

c) Existence of Spirits.

d) Rewards and punishment in future life.

e) Wicked held in prison (Hell) forever.

f) Virtuous would ascend to live again. (Acts 23:8)

g) They saw religion as an outward way of life rather than inner change.

h) Worst persecutors of Jesus.

i) Jesus criticised them. (Matthew 23-13-29, Luke 11:42, 43)

j) Creators of tradition which they added to the Mosaic Law, specifically regarding the Sabbath.

2. Sadducees - A Jewish party opposed to the Pharisees.

a) Educated, and usually wealthy.

b) Denied the resurrection. (Matthew 22:23-33)

c) Denied the existence of angels and spirits. (Acts 23:8)

d) Did not believe in the supernatural.

e) Had membership in priesthood and Sanhedrin.

3. Scribes - Or writers.

a) They were public writers and drew up legal documents and copies of the scriptures. They studied and interpreted religions and civil laws.

b) They studied scriptures and were teachers.

c) Many belong to the Sanhedrin. (Matthew 16:21, 26:3)

d) Some believed in Jesus Christ. (Matthew 8:19)

e) Most were antagonistic to him. (Matthew 21:15)

f) They were associated with the persecution of Peter and John. (Acts 4:5)

g) They were involved with the martyrdom of Stephen. (Acts 6:12)

WEEP AND HOWL

"Weep and howl" is a phrase used as a prophetic warning

1. It is used in association with the Fifth Cycle of National Discipline for Israel.  (Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 30, 31)

2. It is a phrase that indicates the "Day of the Lord" is at hand. (Isaiah 13:6)

3. It is a phrase associated with the destruction of the land of Palestine in war. (Isaiah 14:31, Ezekiel 21:8 –13)

4. It is also associated with the destruction of other cities and nations.

[a] Moab - Isaiah 15:1ff


[b] Tyre - Isaiah 23:1

[c] Heshbon - Jeremiah 49:3


[d] Babylon - Jeremiah 51:8

[e] Philistia - Jeremiah 47:1, 2 


[f] Egypt - Ezekiel 30:1,2

[g] Maktesh - Zephaniah 1:11


[h] Lebanon - Zechariah 11:1-3.

5. Howling is associated with people longing for deliverance (Isaiah 52:5).  Also associated with people repenting of evil in the midst of divine judgement for their sins (Jeremiah 4:8, Micah 1:8).

6. Howling is also associated with believers who have got way out of fellowship with the Lord (Isaiah 65:14).

7. False teachers/shepherds days are numbered and they will howl!  (Jeremiah 25:34, Joel 1:11).

8. Alcoholics howl (Joel 1:5).

ZECHARIAH 11:12-14

12  And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. 13  And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the LORD. 14  Then I cut asunder mine other staff, even Bands, that I might break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

12  And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. 13  And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the LORD. 14  Then I cut asunder mine other staff, even Bands, that I might break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel.

Here we have the rejection of the good shepherd. The rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ is the cause of the problem anyway.  The price that is mentioned in verse 12 is belief in the Lord Jesus Christ which is the only way to God John 14:6, Acts 16:31 
“If not forbear”, if you reject the Messiah there is no hope, The people of AD 70 had had almost forty years warning of the disaster. 

He weighed out 30 pieces of silver which was the price of a slave gored by a bull Exodus 21:32  “If the ox shall push a manservant or a maidservant; he shall give unto their master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned.” The goring of the bull might be analogised to the Cross.
Rejection of the Lord is therefore shown in the amount of money given for him. His appraisal was 30 pieces of silver. Judas loved money but he could not keep it. He threw the money back at the Priests with whom he had conspired. They as a sign of total hypocrisy could not accept it into the Temple treasury as it was blood money and therefore they purchased a field off a potter to bury foreigners in or people who could not afford burial.
At this point due to the rejection the second staff is broken that of national unity. This was a feature of the siege of Jerusalem in 70 AD with many factions fighting each other or undermining the unity of the resistance to the Romans. There will again be division in the Tribulation period.
APPLICATION

Prophecy shows that God, who is outside time, knows the end from the beginning. We can be assured that the prophecies in the Bible will come literally true, and by application we can be assured that as we are related to the Lord He knows all our problems as well as opportunities as we progress in our Christian walk until we go home to be with Him.

One of the areas of warning would be the gift of tongues Isaiah 28:11.  “For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.” Israel as part of the warning will be evangelised in Gentile languages. 

There have been three warnings of what was going to happen; warning from Zechariah, warning from Christ Himself and warning by the gift of tongues.
PROPHECY

30 PIECES OF SILVER and THE POTTER'S FIELD

PROPHECY

Zechariah 11:12,13 (487 BC): And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. 13  And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the LORD.

FULFILLMENT

Matthew 27:3-10 (32 AD): Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was  condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4  Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that. 5  And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself. 6  And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said, It is not lawful for to put them into the treasury, because it is the price of blood. 7  And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter's field, to  bury strangers in. 8  Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto this day. 9  Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel did value; 10  And gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed me.

1 . The betrayal price that would be paid for our Lord was stated in Zechariah.  It was 30 pieces of silver.

2. It is of note that Joseph was sold into slavery in Egypt by his brethren for 20 pieces of silver (Genesis 37:28). Joseph in many ways is an antetype of Christ

3. Zechariah, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit also foresaw a problem with Judas' repentance and the return of the money to the Temple treasury.

4.Judas repented [METAMELOMAI]: he felt sorry for what he had done, but this repentance was not for salvation. Another Greek word translated repentance [METANOEO], means to change one's mind. This was the one always associated with salvation.

5. The church government in the form of the chief priests, had difficulties in knowing what to do with the blood money, as they were unable to accept it back into the Temple treasury, so they purchased a potter's field for the burial of strangers.

6. This fulfilled Zechariah 11:12,13.  Allusion is also made to the potter's field in Jeremiah 18:1-4 and 19:1-3.
7.The land purchased was called the field of blood or Akeldama in Acts l:19. It was located south of Jerusalem at the junction of the valleys of Kidron and Hinnom.

8. Excavations in the area have shown first century graves, which confirm that the potter's field was used for the purposes for which it was bought.

DOCTRINES

FIELD OF BLOOD

1. The Field of Blood was an area of land purchased with the betrayal money that Judas received from the Chief Priests. (Matthew 27:3-10; Acts 1:18,19).

2. Judas, seeing the enormity of his betrayal, throws the 30 pieces of silver in the temple and leaves to commit suicide (Matthew 27:5).

3. The Chief Priests realised that as the money had been paid for betrayal, the 30 pieces of silver could not be returned to the temple treasury, so they purchased a field for the burial of strangers which was named The Field of Blood (Matthew 27:6-8).

4. In (Acts 1:19) the field is known as Akeldama - the field of blood. It was located south of Jerusalem at the junction of the valleys of Kidron and Hinnom. Excavations in the area have shown 1st century tombs.

5. The purchase of the Field of Blood was to fulfil prophecy (Zechariah 11:12,13). Zechariah was in the scroll of Jeremiah, thus (Matthew 27:9) quotes it as a fulfilment of Jeremy the prophet.

PROPHECY:  PROPHECIES OF THE CRUCIFIXION

1. General scripture - Psalm 22. A Psalm of David.

2. Crucifixion was a form of Roman capital punishment and not one practised by the Jews at the time of David.

3. The suffering typical of the cross is given in verses 14-17.

[a] "I am poured out like water and all my bones are out of joint. " (v 14). Dislocation of bones occurred in crucifixion, together with profuse sweating caused by intense suffering.

[b] "My heart is like wax, it is melted in the midst of my bowels. " (v 14). Severe depression and helplessness.

[c] "My strength is dried up like a potsherd. " (v 15). Great weakness and exhaustion.

[d] ". . . and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws. " (v 15). Extreme thirst.

[e] "They pierced my bands and my feet. " (v 16). The hands and feet pierced by crucifixion.

[f] "I may tell all my bones" (v 17). Great pain.

[g] "They look and stare upon me (v 17). The person crucified was naked.

4. Sections of Psalm 22 fulfilled at the cross:-

[a] The cry from the cross (v 1) (Matthew 27:46)

[b] The periods of light and dark (v 2) (Matthew 27:45)

[c] The ridiculing crowd (v 7-8). (Matthew 27:39-43)

[d] he parting of the garments (v 18). (Matthew 27:35)

[e] Casting lots on the coat (v 18). (Matthew 27:35)

[f] Gentile unbelievers there (v 16). (Matthew 27:36)

[g] Crucified between gangsters (v 16). (Matthew 27:38).

5. It is of interest that the blood of the worm of v 6 was used in the ancient world to dye the king's robes. By analogy through His death, we receive the robes of kings forever (1 Peter 2:9).

JUDAS - BETRAYAL

1. SCRIPTURE  Matthew 26:14-16, 25; 27:3-10. Mark 14:1-11. Luke 22:3-6. John 12:3-6; 13:2, 27-30. Acts 1:18,19.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Judas was one of the twelve disciples of Jesus Christ. He was the son of Simon (John 6:71) and was known as Judas Iscariot. Iscariot indicates that he was from Kerioth which was located in Moab (Jeremiah 48:24,41  Amos 2:2) or Kerioth Hezron (Joshua 15:25) which was situated 20 kilometres south of Hebron. Judas was the treasurer (John 13:29) and was also a thief (John 12:6). It was Judas who criticised Mary when she anointed the Lord with precious ointment (John 12 3-5). The ointment he saw as a source of income. His avarice eventually became so overpowering that he conspired with the religious leaders of the time to betray Jesus. He did not understand the whole implications of his action because when he saw what the authorities were doing to Jesus Christ, he felt sorry for his actions and eventually committed suicide (Acts 1:18,19).

3. EVALUATION

a) Judas always appeared last on the list of disciples (Mark 3:14-19).

b) He was described as a traitor (Luke 6:16) and betrayer (Matthew 10:4).

c) Judas was an unbeliever who did not address Jesus as Lord (Kurios) but Rabbi - Teacher (Matthew 26:25).

d) At Simon the leper's house, Mary came and anointed the feet of Jesus with ointment while they were eating (Mark 14:3).

e) The disciples, led by Judas, complained about the waste of money, estimating it at a year's salary (Mark 14:5).

f) After this Judas left to barter with the chief priests to betray Jesus (Mark 14:10,11; Zechariah 11:12; Exodus 21:32).

g) At the last supper, Jesus gave Judas his last chance to be saved when he offered the sop, a portion of food reserved for honoured guests (John 13:26).

h) Judas rejected Jesus and was then indwelt by Satan (John 13:27). He then went to betray Jesus.

i) Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss (Matthew 26:47-50).

j) When Judas saw that Jesus was to be condemned he felt sorry (Metamelomai, Gk.) for what he had done (Matthew 27:3) but did not repent (Metanoeo, Gk.) or change his mind about Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 7:10).

k) He went and hanged himself (Matthew 27:5) and his body fell into the Kidron Valley (Acts 1:18,19), at Alcadema - the field of blood (Zechariah 11:12,13).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) We should not doubt the Lord's sincerity in calling Judas to be a disciple. Jesus appealed to Judas on many occasions to believe in Him (2 Peter 3:9).

b) Jesus' fore-knowledge does not imply fore-ordination that Judas must become the traitor.

c) Judas was never a true believer. He remained a son of perdition (John 17:12).

d) Unbelievers are called the sons of Satan (John 8:44).

e) He was lost because he was never truly saved (John 3:36).

f) Judas is an awful warning of the future for the unconverted follower of Jesus (Romans 8:9b).

g) He was doomed and damned because he chose to be, and God confirmed him in that choice (Matthew 26:14-25).

h) The love of money is the root of all evil (1 Timothy 6:10).

i) Feeling sorry for your sins does not save; it is a change to belief in Christ (Hebrews 12:16,17).

j) Religious apostates reject the truth and will dispose of collaborators as soon as they are no longer useful to them (Revelation 17:16).

k) The unbeliever ends his life in misery (e.g. suicide) (Psalm 37:38; Psalm 73:17,18).

JUDAS - OUTLINE OF JUDAS' LIFE

1. His Opportunities

a) He was from the tribe of Judah (John 6:71)

b) He was called by Christ. (Luke 6:16)

c) He was one of the twelve (Matthew 10:4)

d) He was treasurer of the disciples. (John 12:6)

e) He was present at the Last Supper. (John 13:26)

2. His Sowing

a) He was covetous. (John 12:4-6)

b) He was a thief. (John 12:6)

c) He was Satan possessed. (Luke 22:3)

d) He bargained to betray Jesus. (Mark 14:10, 11)

e) He was bribed to become a traitor. (Matthew 26:14-16)

3. His Reaping

a) His repentance. (Matthew 27:3)

b) His act of restitution. (Matthew 27:4)

c) His death. (Matthew 27:5, Acts 1:18)

d) His curse. (Acts 1:20)

e) His replacement. (1 Corinthians 15:7-10)

TONGUES

1. Purpose of Tongues (Isaiah 28:8-11, Leviticus 26:14-39, Acts 2:8-11)

a) The Jews had just crucified their Messiah.

b) God was warning them of coming judgment.

c) The judgment would be the destruction of Jerusalem, and the scattering of the Jews amongst the Gentile nations.

d) Tongues were therefore a call to repentance and salvation of unbelievers. (1 Corinthians 14:21-22)

e) At the time of Passover/Pentecost, many Jews had come to Israel from foreign lands to celebrate the Feasts.  

f) Tongues was used to warn and evangelise them in their own (foreign) languages.  (Acts 2:8-11)

2. Initial fulfilment of the prophecy of tongues. (Acts 2:1-11)

3. Fulfilment interpreted. (1 Corinthians 14:21, 22)

4. Operation of tongues. (1 Corinthians 13)

5. Regulation of tongues. (1 Corinthians 14)

6. Tongues abused. (1 Corinthians 12:12-31)

7. Proper use of tongues:

a) A sign of the dispersion set forth in three Pentecosts of Acts:

i) Jewish (Acts 2:3-11)

ii) Gentile (Acts 10:44-46)

iii) Transitional (Acts 19:2-7)

b) It was also a temporary gift until the canon of scripture was completed.

8. Discontinuance of tongues - when that which is perfect is come then that which is in part shall be done away. (1 Corinthians 13:8, 10)

a) "That which is perfect" - nominative singular, neuter gender indicates a "thing" not a person.

b) The object is often referred to as the word of God. Some teach this is a reference to Heaven, indicating all the gifts could continue until the church enters heaven. If this is true then the gifts will operate, but in accordance with point 10 below.

c) Replacement of the gift of tongues by the Word of God written in Gentile languages. Tongues is therefore related to the completion of the canon of scripture in various languages.

9. Four explanations of the modern phenomena are logical. 

The first is a purely emotional outpouring of feelings through the voice box.  

The second is a learned phenomenon, taught by a pastor to the people to express their spirituality in an acceptable way in that particular church. 

The third is that it is a genuine Holy Spirit gift in accordance with the points listed below. 

The fourth is that it is a false thing, of evil origin, as we see in the Voodoo cults of the Caribbean. Isaiah 8:18-19, 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12, Revelation 16:13-14.

10. Gift of tongues:  its Biblical perspective.

a) Not necessary for salvation. (1 Corinthians 12:10, 11)

b) Never a sign of spirituality. (Galatians 5:22-24)

c) Must not be confused with the Baptism of the Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

d) Should not cause other believers without the gift to have an inferiority complex. (1 Corinthians 12:15, 16)

e) Should not cause the user to have superiority complex. (1 Corinthians 12:21)

f) The least of all spiritual gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:28)

g) Effectively used only when believers exercising the gift are filled with the Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 13)

h) With every other gift, it had its focus in service, not self enjoyment; it ministered to the whole body. 1 Corinthians 12:14ff. 

i) It was given by the Holy Spirit in sovereignty, not taught by any man. 1 Corinthians 12:11. 

j) Only a few had this gift when it operated in a biblical manner. 1 Corinthians 12:29-30.

k) The call to the church to “covet the best gifts”, was a call to the entire church when it gathered together, not to individuals. 1 Corinthians 12:31, cf, verse 11, and verses 14-27. The context of verse 31 gives its true meaning, as does the verb itself, which is a plural verb, indicating it refers to the church as a group, not individuals of the group.

l) In the early church Tongues became a problem quickly, due to its ecstatic effect upon the user. It was not banned, but strictly regulated, as a gift of lesser significance in the church service than the teaching gifts. 1 Corinthians 12:7-11, 14:1ff. 

ZECHARIAH 11:15-17

15  And the LORD said unto me, Take unto thee yet the instruments of a foolish shepherd. 16  For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the land, which shall not visit those that be cut off, neither shall seek the young one, nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that that standeth still: but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces. 17  Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! the sword shall be upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

15  And the LORD said unto me, Take unto thee yet the instruments of a foolish shepherd. 16  For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the land, which shall not visit those that be cut off, neither shall seek the young one, nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that that standeth still: but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces. 17  Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! the sword shall be upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened.

This person is the Dictator who tries to control Palestine during the Tribulation period. He is called Dan the Serpent and the Idol Shepherd and the false Prophet. In Revelation 13 he is the Beast out of the Land.
He is going to be the last warning to man of judgment, together with the Abomination of Desolation, as to the horrible situation at the end of the Tribulation period.  This is total, final, and horrible judgment.
The idol shepherd completely ignores the leadership of his people and misuses them. The young ones are literally the wanderers. He unlike the good shepherd will not chase up and seek the lost sheep. Feeding the sheep is analogous to the leading of the nation. He does not lead them he lives off and abuses them. He will destroy Jewish people. 

He will be responsible for the death of the two prophets of the time - Moses and Elijah. It appears he might have suffered physical damage to his right arm and eye. This is an introduction to the 12th chapter.
APPLICATION

This passage which deals with the Tribulation is again detailed and anyone in that time with knowledge of the pertinent Scriptures will be able to discern what is happening and take the appropriate action. We in our own times should be able to discern the signs of the times.

Paul tells us not to be ignorant brethren. With the complete canon of Scripture there is no excuse for a believer being ignorant of the Word of God.
DOCTRINES

ANTICHRIST

1. SCRIPTURE - Daniel 7:8,21-26; 8:23-25; 9:26,27; 11:36-45; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12; Revelation 13:1-18; 17:16,17; 19:19,20.

2. BIOGRAPHY

The Antichrist is the world ruler who will emerge as a violently anti-God despot, who will emerge after the removal of God's church. He comes from the gentile nations (the sea) in the last times. His power base will be a ten nation empire closely related to the old Roman Empire known as the Revived Roman Empire. The Antichrist is very clever and infiltrates by means of a peace campaign. He is, however, very hungry for power and once he wrests power from his subjects, he destroys the apostate religious system which has been working closely with him until then. He makes a covenant with Israel, allowing them to sacrifice in the temple, but eventually sets himself up to be worshipped as God in the temple. His reign of almost seven years duration becomes increasingly and openly anti-God, involving signs and wonders. He has a close relationship with the false prophet, the leader of Israel at that time. At the end of his empire he moves on Jerusalem, which is being held by believers. Jesus Christ returns at the second advent to deliver those in Jerusalem and capture the Antichrist and false prophet, throwing them into the lake of fire.

3. EVALUATION

a) The Antichrist arises out of the Gentile nations with the final empire of ten nations (Revelation 13:1).

b) The seven heads are seven mountains which speaks of Rome (Revelation 17:9).

c) There are seven kings:  five are fallen, one is, and one is to come (Revelation 17:10). These are empires - the five that are fallen are Egypt, Assyria, Chaldea, Persia and Greece. The one in existence in 96 AD (when John wrote Revelation) was Rome, and the one to come is the Revived Roman Empire.  

d) The ten horns are ten future kingdoms which receive power for a short time.  (Revelation 17:12).

e) He rules empires (Revelation 13:2; cf. Daniel 7:4-6).

f) His power is from Satan (Revelation 13:2; cf. Revelation 20:2).

g) Satan gives Antichrist the world empire (Revelation 13:2).

h) Satanic worship is a key part of Antichrist's regime (Revelation 13:4,8).

i) He is a great orator. He is anti-God and has power for 3 1/2 years (Revelation 13:5).

j) His empire becomes a world empire (Revelation 13:7).

k) The dictator of Palestine who is demon possessed ("the false prophet") promotes him (Revelation 13:11).

l) Great wonders and miracles are a feature of this empire (Revelation 13:13).

m) A statue of the Antichrist is constructed. It has the ability to speak. Worship of it is compulsory on the pain of death (Revelation 13:14,15).

n) The Antichrist controls the world economy by marking members of the human race on the forehead or on the right hand (Revelation 13:16,17; cf. Revelation 14:9-1 1).

o) His number is 666, a number which represents "perfect man" or "perfect sin" (Revelation 13:18).

p) He will not be revealed until the restrainer is removed (2 Thessalonians 2:3-7)

q) The Antichrist's rule features power, signs and lying wonders from Satan himself (2 Thessalonians 2:9).

r) He deceives the unbeliever (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12).

s) The Antichrist is destroyed and thrown into the lake of fire at the second advent (Revelation 19:19,20).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Satan is the ruler of this world (John 16:11).

b) World domination and internationalism is Satanic in origin (Genesis 11:6-9).

c) Miracles, signs and lying wonders are strategies employed by Satan to deceive (John 8:44).

d) Economic control of the individual enslaves that individual (Proverbs 22:7).

e) Ultimately vast power creates the delusion that the person in control is God (Genesis 3:5; Isaiah 14:13,14).

f) The antichrist will not be revealed until after the Rapture of the Church when the Holy Spirit who restrains him (and indwells all Christians) will be removed from the world (2 Thessalonians 2:3-7)

g) A few years of power is not worth an eternity of suffering.

h) Eventually man must account to Jesus Christ as his judge if he does not accept Jesus Christ as Saviour (Revelation 20:12-15).

i) At a point, people become so hardened to God that God gives them over to their own delusions (2 Thessalonians 2:11, Romans 1:28).

j) The Antichrist is a person, not to be confused with the many antichrists of (1 John 2:18) or the "spirit of antichrist" of (1 John 4:3)

5. In the Tribulation there will be a counterfeit trinity with Satan (father), the Antichrist (son) and False Prophet (spirit).

6. Names given to the Antichrist:- 

a) The seed of Satan (Genesis 3:15)

b) The little horn (Daniel 7:8)

c) The king of fierce countenance (Daniel 8:23)

d) The prince that shall come (Daniel 9:26)

e) The desolater (Daniel 9:27)

f) The wilful king (Daniel 11:36)

g) The man of sin (2 Thessalonians 2:3)

h) The son of perdition (2 Thessalonians 2:3)

i) The lawless one (2 Thessalonians 2:8)

j) The Antichrist (1 John 2:22)

k) The beast (Revelation 11:7)

7. Characteristics 

a) He is called the seed of Satan (Genesis 3:15). Just as Jesus Christ had a supernatural birth being born of a virgin, it may be that there will be something supernatural about the birth of the Antichrist. It is likely that Satan will impregnate a human woman and thus be the father of the Antichrist in a similar way to the angelic infiltration of (Genesis 6:2)

b) In (Daniel 9:26) he is said to be of the people who destroyed the Temple. The Roman Empire destroyed the Temple in 70 AD. The Antichrist may therefore be of Roman origin.

c) The identity of the man of sin will not be clear until the start of the Tribulation, although he may be fairly prominent in politics prior to that period. He will not be revealed until after the Rapture of the Church when the Holy Spirit who restrains him (and indwells all Christians) will be removed from the world (2 Thessalonians 2:3-7).  In the middle of the Tribulation, he sets himself in the Temple calling himself God (v4-8).

d) In (Daniel 9:27) the start of the Tribulation is marked by the signing of a seven year covenant between the Antichrist and the nation of Israel. When Israel signs the covenant, God issues a decree of destruction against the whole earth  (Isaiah 28:14-22) - the judgments of the book of Revelation. The Antichrist is shown as the rider on the white horse of (Revelation 6:1) who brings the promise of (false) peace.

e) The rise of the Antichrist to power:- 

i) In (Daniel 8:23-25) he is seen as a skilful leader, involved in the occult power (v23), will war against the Jews (v24), and will rise to power through deceit (v25). 

ii) In (Daniel 11:36-39) he shall do what he wants, claiming to be God and exalting himself (v36), he will repudiate all religious practices from his ancestors (v37). He however will honour a god whom his ancestors did not know (v38) who assists him to power (v39), this god being Satan. He will accept the offer of the kingdoms of the world which our Lord refused in the wilderness. 

iii) In (2 Thessalonians 2:8-9) we are told that his coming is according to the energising of Satan accompanied by miracles, signs and wonders. 

iv) During the first half of the Tribulation, he gains political control of the ten groups that make up a One World Government.  This includes the removal of three of the ten leaders (Daniel 7:23-24, Revelation 17:12-17)

v) He also destroys the One World Church ("Mystery Babylon") that has operated in the first half of the Tribulation (Revelation 17:5,16.) In (Revelation 11) he is able to kill the two witnesses who have been causing him major problems. They however will be resurrected much to his dismay.

f) The death and resurrection of the Antichrist .In (Daniel 11:40-45) he kills the Kings of the North, South and East. and in (v 45) he will come to his end and none shall help him. However in (Revelation 13:3) he receives a fatal wound but the fatal wound is healed. This suggests that the Antichrist dies and is resurrected by the power of Satan. This miracle deceives the world that the Antichrist is god and the world now worships him. 

PROPHECY:  SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS

1. Note:  Some of the events in the Tribulation may occur in a slightly different sequence.

2. CHURCH AGE

a) Rapture of the Church (1 Corinthians 15:51-58, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

b) Judgment Seat of Christ (believers only - purpose is rewards) (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).

3. TRIBULATION (first 3 1/2 years)

a) Revival of Roman Empire, Ten Nation Confederacy (Daniel 7:7, 24, Revelation 13:1, 17:3, 12, 13).

b) Rise of Middle East Dictator (Daniel 7:8, Revelation 13:1-8).

c) Temple rebuilt in Jerusalem

d) Seven seals judgments (Revelation 6:1ff) and seven trumpets judgments (Revelation 8:7ff).

e) Two witnesses preach from Jerusalem until killed. 

f) Peace treaty with Israel (Daniel 9:27).

g) World church established (Revelation 17:1-15).

h) Russia attacks Israel about four years before the second coming of Christ (Ezekiel 38, 39).

4. GREAT TRIBULATION (second 3 1/2 years)

a) Peace treaty with Israel broken

b) Antichrist sets up Abomination of Desolation and demands worship (Matthew 24:15,21).

c) World government, world economic system, world religion begins (Daniel 7:23, Revelation 13:5-8, 17:16, 17).

d) Seven bowl judgments (Revelation 16:2ff).

e) Martyrdom of many Tribulation Saints and Jews (Revelation 7:9-17, 13:15).

f) Catastrophic divine judgments poured out on the earth (Revelation 6:17).

g) World war breaks out in Middle East; battle of Armageddon (Daniel 11:40-45, Revelation 9:13-21, 16:12-16).

5. SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST

a) Second coming of Christ (Matthew 24:27-31, Revelation 19:11).

b) Tribulation surviving believers proceed into the Millennium (Matthew 3:12).

c) Unbelievers cast off the earth (Ezekiel 20:33-38, Matthew 3,12, 25:31-46, Jude 14, 15, Revelation 19:15-21, 20:1-4).

d) Satan bound (Revelation 20:1-3).

e) Resurrection of Old Testament saints and Tribulation martyrs (Revelation 20:4).

6. MILLENNIUM

a) Millennial kingdom begins (Revelation 20:5, 6).

b) Christ reigns on earth for 1,000 years in perfect environment and peace (Revelation 20:4-6).

c) Satan released at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7-9).

d) Rebellion of Gog and Magog at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7-10).

e) Resurrection of all unbelievers (Revelation 20:5a).

f) Great White Throne Judgment (unbelievers only - purpose is judgment) (Revelation 20:11-15).

7. ETERNITY

a) New heaven, new earth, new Jerusalem (Revelation 21, 22).

b) Believers blessed forever with Christ (Revelation 21 - 22:5).

c) Unbelievers punished forever with Satan (Matthew 25:41).

CHAPTER 12

INTRODUCTION

In the history of Jerusalem there have been many sieges. The Jebusites held Jerusalem for many centuries. It was the only part of the Promised Land that was not conquered by Joshua. It was left to David many years later to conquer this stronghold.

Two of the major dates involve the fall of Jerusalem, 586 BC and 70 AD with Nebuchadnezzar taking the southern Kingdom of Judah into captivity in Babylon in the first occasion, while the Romans dispersed the Jews on the second. There will be a third siege of Jerusalem which will not be successful. That will be at the end of the Tribulation. This is the occasion which is dealt with in this chapter.

One phrase that is repeated a number of times in this and subsequent sections is, “in that day”. When the Jews give an account of something they give a summary account and then subsequently go back and give additional details. To ensure that the relevant sections of the passage is tied together the phrase “in that day” is used. In this chapter verses 1 and 2 are the introduction to the subject and verses 3,4,6,8 and 9 are five sections which amplify it. 
The last few verses 10-14 deal with the commencement of the Millennium and the attitude of those who have survived the Tribulation and now see the Lord on earth. Here the phrase “in that day” deals with the period outlined by verse 10 which talks about the second coming of the Holy Spirit after the end of the Tribulation period. 
ZECHARIAH 12:1-2

1  The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him. 2  Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him. 2  Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem.

The burden of the word of the Lord is a title relating to a weight of judgment against a nation. God is going to judge a nation and specifically the nation Israel. This will occur during the Tribulation. We now have a prophecy regarding what is going to happen in the future.
The Lord is the word Jehovah which can relate to any one of the three personalities in the Godhead. Which one of the three is in focus here is given by the fact that He is the Creator. It is Jesus Christ that is in view here, for he is the focus of history; both the beginning and the end. Colossians 1:16,17. He not only created it but maintains it. It also says that he formeth the spirit of man within him. Genesis 2:7, Hebrew 1:10.
In verse 2 we see Jerusalem again as the focus of attention. The word translated “make” is in the kal active participle, which is a continuous situation which will reach its climax at the end of the Tribulation. The city is said to be made a cup of trembling, or literally a cup of reeling from intoxication. At this time in history all the nations will come into the battle of Jerusalem. 

ARMAGEDDON AND THE VICTORY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

The word Armageddon is known throughout the world as a place of ultimate disaster as far as war is concerned. In a similar way to Biblical phrases such as the “writing on the wall”, the “casting of the first stone” the word Armageddon is synonymous with disaster. What is Armageddon, where is it, what is it all about? 

Like so much of great importance in today’s world it is centred on the small country of Israel, the piece of real estate which God promised to the Jews in Genesis 15:18. This promise, or the Palestinian Covenant, was an unconditional covenant made by God. It has never been fulfilled but will be in the future during the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ during the Millennium when He will also fulfil the Davidic Covenant to Israel.

Armageddon represents mans last attempt to thwart the plan of God and will occur in the Great Tribulation which immediately precedes His return in glory to set up His kingdom on earth.

Revelation 16:12-16 is the only passage in which the word Armageddon is mentioned. It deals with the penultimate of the bowl judgments. It states “12  And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. 13  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14  For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 15  Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth  his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. 16  And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.
In this passage we see all the armies of the world being gathered to the battle of the great day of God Almighty. The Greek word for “battle” is POLEMOS rather than MACHE indicating that this is part of a larger campaign.
In verse 12 we see that to facilitate access for the eastern armies the Euphrates is dried up. 

In verse 13 and 14 we see that the means of enticing the armies into the Middle East is very strong demonic deception. With this level of demonic activity it is clear that Satan who knows that his time is short wants to get all the armies of the world into this arena in order to eliminate the Jews for if all the Jews can be eliminated the unconditional covenants cannot be fulfilled.

In verse 15 we see that this development will come unexpectedly and that the closest of walks with God is essential.

The final verse in this passage shows where this is going to occur – Armageddon. Armageddon is derived from the Hebrew Har Megiddo meaning the hill or city of Megiddo which was on the southern rim of the Plain of Esdraelon. Megiddo is situated about 100 kilometres north west of Jerusalem.
It was famous for two great victories , those of Barak and Deborah over the Canaanites in Judges 4:15, and Gideon over the Midianites in Judges 7. There were also two kings killed here, Saul in the battle of Gilboa in 1 Samuel 31:8, and Josiah at the hands of Pharaoh Necho in 2 Kings 23:29-30, 2 Chronicles 35:22.

In the early 19th century Napoleon Bonaparte on seeing it remarked that all the armies of the world could manoeuvre in such a place. 

WHO ARE INVOLVED?

There are four groups that are involved with the campaign 

[a] The King of the North  - Daniel 11:40-44

[b] The King of the East – Revelation 16:12 [see above]

[c] The King of the South  - Daniel 11:40

[d] The Antichrist based in New Rome – Daniel 11:35-44

DANIEL 11:36-44

All the events described in Daniel 11 prior to this section have dealt with past events. They have mostly dealt with the intricacies of the relationship between Ptolemy’s dynasty of Egypt and that of Seluchus the two long term lines that came out of the battle for Alexander’s Empire by his surviving generals. 

We are now introduced to the world ruler in verse 36-45 who is designated as the king.

36  And the king shall do according to his will.  The world ruler can do this as a world ruler he has to please no one but himself ; and he shall exalt  himself, and magnify himself above every god.  He also takes on absolute power in the religious realm. 2 Thessalonians 2:4.  “And shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, [He blasphemes against God Daniel 7:25], and shall prosper, [the world will be persuaded to worship him by the miracles the false prophet will perform in his name Revelation 13:11-15], till the indignation be accomplished, [His evil work was known by God and is used for His plan], for that that is determined shall be done. [The length of his successful reign is determined by God who will end it.]
37  Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all. [He sets aside any religious heritage, and any relationship with women in order to promote himself as god himself.] 
38  But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: [He will promote military forces] and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things. [Here as Satan’s man Satan rewards him with great riches.]
39  Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain. [With leaders around the world through Satanic intrigue the world is divided.]

40  And at the time of the end [The end of the Jewish age just before the Second Advent of Christ] shall the king of the south [Pan Arabic group] push at him: and the king of the north [Northern confederation of Russia, Iran etc ] shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over. [Therefore the northern and southern confederation will fight against the Antichrist.]
41  He shall enter also into the glorious land, [The King of the North now moves his forces into Israel and he conquers and subdues much of the Middle East], and many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon.  [These are the areas reserved by God for the fleeing remnant of the Jews to protect them in the 2nd half of the Tribulation.]
42  He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 43  But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps. [He attacks Egypt and the King of the South who initiated the problems and conquers them and approaches both Ethiopia and Libya in a southern and western penetration.]
44  But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make  away many. [While he is dealing with the problems in the south he hears of the Eastern Armies crossing the Euphrates and problems in the North, and so the World Leader must remain active to hold power and returns to/through Israel.]

45  And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace [His army headquarters] between the seas [Mediterranean and Galilee] in the glorious holy mountain; [Mount Zion near to Jerusalem] yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.

We need to remember that the World Leader has been under a cloak of darkness due to the 5th bowl judgment in Revelation 16:10-11. “And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, 11  And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their  sores, and repented not of their deeds.” and that the King of the North has taken advantage of that to make an attack southwards against the southern ruler.

FINAL JUDGMENT

The final judgment is the 7th bowl with great tectonic changes to the earth announcing the return of Christ as Judge and King – Revelation 16:17-21.  

17 “And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. 18  And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 19  And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. 20  And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 21  And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.

We will see the return of Christ to set up His kingdom later when we study Zechariah 14 :1-9.  

APPLICATION

The Lord Jesus Christ who will come back and remove all those who are attacking Jerusalem is the same person who is giving the prophecy. He not only warns about this but also fulfils the prophecy. 
It is totally useless for people to say that they are going to eliminate the Jews as the Lord in His word has set many prophecies which show comprehensively how they will survive.
DOCTRINES

CUP

1. The content of the cup or vessel forms the basis for every Biblical analogy.

2. Divine discipline of a nation. (Isaiah 51:17, Jeremiah 25:15-18). In these passages the nation drinks the goblet of God's wrath. A nation is disciplined for rebellion.

3. Blessing from God. (Psalm 23:5) "my cup runneth over" The cup was always full for the widow and Elijah.

4. Salvation (Psalm 116:13). In the cup of salvation free will is involved, faith drinks, disbelief rejects.

5. Sins of the world. Jesus Christ used his own free will when he went to the cross and bore the sins of the world. As he drank them God the Father poured out his wrath on Jesus. (1 Peter 2:24, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Matthew 20:22, 26:39,42)

6. A remembrance of the cross in the Church Age. (1 Corinthians 11:25-27) the Lord's table.

7. Satanic Doctrine which people willingly receive. (1 Corinthians 10:21)

8. Anti Semitism (Zechariah 12:2) God disciplines the Jews himself. Do not get in God's way.

9. The religious system of the beast. (Revelation 14:9-11, Revelation 18:3)

SOUL AND HUMAN SPIRIT

1.  The real person is in the soul (Genesis 2:7), the body is merely a house for the soul (2 Corinthians 5:1-4).

2.  The soul and the spirit are separate (Hebrews 4:12).

3.  In creation, Adam received soul and spirit (Genesis 2:7).

4.  It is the soul that is saved, not the body (Romans 5:12, Psalm 19:7, 34:22, Mark 8:36,37, Hebrews 10:39, 1Peter 1:9).

5.  The unbeliever has body and soul only (1 Corinthians 2:14).

a) The unbeliever does not have an activated spirit (1 Corinthians 2:14, Jude 19).

b) The Holy Spirit acts as the regenerator of the human spirit (Genesis 6:3, John 16:8-11, 1 Corinthians 2:14-16).

c) At the point of salvation the human spirit is activated.

6.  The believer has body, soul and spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

a) The believer has an activated spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

b) The human spirit deals with spiritual understanding.

c) He understands spiritual phenomena (1 Corinthians 2:14).

d) The believer grows in grace and knowledge (Ephesians 3:16-19).

7.  Characteristics of the Soul

a) Deals with human understanding.

b) Self awareness (Genesis 35:18, 1 Kings 17:21) - either focus on Christ, or on self (either pride or self-pity).

c) Thinking (Luke 12:19) - either divine viewpoint, or human viewpoint.

d) Freewill (Acts 3:23) - either obedient to God's will, or self will.

e) Emotions (Song of Solomon 1:7, Luke 12:19, 2 Peter 2:8) - either controlled, or pleasing self.

f) Conscience (Acts 24:16, Romans 2:15, 9:1,2) - either God's standards, or (either lawlessness or self-righteousness).

g) Sin nature (Leviticus 5:1, Psalm 58:2-5, Ezekiel 18:4, Matthew 15:19) - either controlled, or in control.

h) Departs from body at death (Job 27:8, Psalm 16:10, 2 Corinthians 5:8).

i) Area of love (1 Samuel 18:1).

j) Area of misery (Psalm 6:3, 106:15, 119:25,28,81).

ZECHARIAH 12:3-6
3  And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it. 4  In that day, saith the LORD, I will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: and I will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with blindness. 5  And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength in the LORD of hosts their God. 6  In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

3  And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it. 

Verse 3 gives the first amplification of the situation saying that this will be a great burden to those involved. Those involved are seen in the section on the battle of Armageddon above. The universal nature of the antagonism is given in the phrase “all the people of the earth are gathered against it.” The kings of the east, west, north and south will be destroyed. The Lord promises that all the invading armies will be destroyed.
Over the years the Lord has protected the Jews. This is seen in such times as the crossing of the Red Sea by Moses and the children of Israel where the pursuing armies of the pharaoh were destroyed when the waters returned after the safe passage by Israel

Another example is the destruction of 185,000 Assyrian soldiers under Sennacherib during the ministry of Isaiah when the Angel of Jehovah came and eliminated them overnight. This was after the 39 other fortified cities in Judah had been taken by the Assyrians.
4  In that day, saith the LORD, I will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: and I will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with blindness. 

In verse 4 we see that the Lord will be the one who will finally defeat the hordes who are attacking Jerusalem. This is also given in Revelation chapter 19 where we note that the only person undertaking the fighting is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. There is going to be a day of great confusion which includes total darkness which does not allow people to operate. It also allows the return of Christ to be seen clearly by all the inhabitants of the earth. The phrase “I will open mine eyes” is a simile for protection. 
5  And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength in the LORD of hosts their God. 6  In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem.

In verses 5 and 6 we see believers while awaiting the return of the Lord Jesus Christ having to fight the enemy. The governors are the military leaders who “say in their heart”, or think through the situation. 

In the Greek translation of the Hebrew text, the Septuagint verse 5 is rendered, “And the captains of thousands of Juda shall say in their hearts, We shall find for ourselves the inhabitants of Jerusalem in the Lord Almighty their God.”  This is indicating military men or army generals. “Their God” is a possessive pronoun meaning that these generals and the people under their control are believers

While the situation is desperate the effect of the resistance of the believers in Jerusalem who after the erection of the Abomination of Desolation are instructed to fight will be effective according to verse 6 with two analogies of a fire among wood or in sheaves of corn.  These generals are going to fire up the surviving repentant people in Jerusalem. These people have the willingness to fight and to die for a cause. The generals are going to weave these previously spiritually weak people into an army.  They had previously thought the Anti-Christ was pro-Israel!
In addition this nucleus who are fighting in Jerusalem are also going to make up some of the people who will enter the Millennium in their physical bodies and enjoy 1000 years of perfect environment. They will not be hurt or harmed. They will inhabit Jerusalem. The word translated inhabit is Yashab which means to dwell in blessing. It is in the kal perfect with the perfect stem showing it is going to be a permanent situation. Ezekiel 43-48 Revelation 21:2,10,11.
APPLICATION

We need to stand still and see the victory of the Lord. He has intervened in many cases in the history of the Jews as well as in individual lives such as the Exodus and the Assyrian siege of Jerusalem.
God treats people in grace. In the case of the Exodus God know that this group of believers who crossed the Red Sea were going to utterly fail him and die in the Wilderness, yet he saved them miraculously. God treats us in grace as well. We do not earn or deserve it. 

We need to have enough knowledge of the word of God to be able to think Biblically under pressure.
DOCTRINES

CHRIST: FIRST AND SECOND ADVENTS

1. Old Testament saints had difficulty in distinguishing between the two advents of Christ. (1 Peter 1:10,11)

2. Old Testament prophecy has Christ coming as a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. (Isaiah 53:7)

3. Old Testament prophecy has Christ coming as the conquering King and Lion of the tribe of Judah. (Isaiah 11:1-12)

4. Jesus commenced his ministry announcing the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. (Matthew 4:17) This connects the first and second advents.

5. Old Testament Prophecy showed that the Messiah would:-

a) be born of a virgin. (Isaiah 7:14)

b) be of the tribe of Judah. (Genesis 49:10)

c) be of the house of David. (Isaiah 11:1, Jeremiah 33:21)

d) die as a sacrifice. (Isaiah 53:1-12)

e) be crucified. (Psalm 22:1-21)

f) be resurrected from the dead. (Psalm 16:8-11)

g) return to earth at his second advent. (Zechariah 8:3)

h) be seated at the right hand of God. (Psalm 110:1)

6. It should be noted that the return of Christ for the Church (the Rapture) as given in (1 Thessalonians 4:14-18) was not revealed in the Old Testament - it is a mystery doctrine of the Church (Colossians 3:4-6)

7. The day of the Second Advent is characterised by supernatural darkness

a) When Christ returns every eye shall see him (Matthew 24:29-30) Christ is the light of the world and he will return to a world covered in darkness (symbolic of sin).

b) The darkness is similar to the darkness of the day of our Lord's crucifixion which hid the Lord Jesus Christ from man's sight whilst he was bearing our sins. (Mark 15:33)

c) The Second Advent delivers the Jewish believers besieged in Jerusalem by the King of the North. (Daniel 11, Zechariah 12:1-3, 14:1-4)

d) Other passages indicating that the day of the Second Advent is a day of total darkness on the earth. (Isaiah 13:9-10, Ezekiel 32:7-8, Joel 2:10-11, Joel 3:14-15, Amos 5:18, Zechariah 14:6, Matthew 24:29-30, Luke 21:25-27, Revelation 6:12-17)

8. Heralds of the Two Advents of Christ

A herald is a person who preceded' a King in ancient times to announce his arrival. The King that we study is the Lord Jesus Christ.

a) First Advent

i) Human herald - John the Baptist (Matthew 3)

ii) Angelic heralds - Angels (Luke 2:1-15)

b) Second Advent

i) Human heralds - Moses, Elijah (Revelation 11)

ii) Angelic herald - The mighty angel (Revelation 10)

GOD - GOD CARES FOR YOU

1. God knows ...

a) Our sorrows. (Exodus 3:7)

b) Our devotions. (2 Chronicles 16:9)

c) Our thoughts. (Psalm 44:21)

d) Our foolishness. (Psalm 69:5)

e) Our frailties. (Psalm 103:14)

f) Our deeds. (Psalm 139:2)

g) Our words. (Psalm 139:4)

h) The composition of the universe. (Psalm 147:4)

i) All things. (Proverbs 15:3)

j) Our needs. (Matthew 6:32)

k) About animal creation. (Matthew 10:29)

l) Mankind. (Matthew 10:30)

m) What might or could have been. (Matthew 11:23)

n) His own. (John 10:14)

o) Past, present and future. (Acts 15:18)

2. God is able to ...

a) Save forever those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ - Hebrews 7:25

b) Supply every need - 2 Corinthians 9:8

c) Deliver all who are tempted - Hebrews 2:18

d) Sustain the weak believer and make him stand - Romans 14:4

e) Keep us from falling and make us blameless - Jude 24,25

f) Surpass all that we could ask or think - Ephesians 3:20

g) Raise us up in resurrection in the likeness of His Son - Hebrews 11:19

3. With God, all things are possible - Matthew 19:26

4. God is in control. Nothing will ever happen to you that you are not able to deal with. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

5. God's character is stable.

a) if God is for you who can be against you. (Romans 8:31-34)

b) no matter what happens God's love is stable. (Romans 8:35-39)

6. God's promises are secure for he is always with us. (Matthew 28:19-20, Jeremiah 1:19)

7. God's power is always the same:-

a) He will always keep us. (John 10:29, 2 Timothy 1:12,)

b) God does not forget us or lose His power to keep. (Jude 24)

c) Even if we fall away from fellowship we still are saved. (2 Timothy 2:13)

8. God knew before time what we would need in time and has provided for the supply of all our needs. (Philippians 4:19, Hebrews 4:16, Ephesians 3:12,)

9. God has the power to bless us. (2 Corinthians 9:8)

10. God is able to make all grace abound towards us. (Ephesians 3:20)

REMNANT

The following steps to be taken when choosing to be among the remnant.

1. Make a clear understanding of God’s Word the priority - 1 Timothy 1:3-6, 4:6-16

2. Develop power in intercessory prayer which is exemplified in the ministry of Elijah - 1 Timothy 2:1-5

3. Stir up, develop and exercise your spiritual gift - 2 Timothy 1:6-7, 13,14,  2:15

4. Pursue purification and sanctification - 2 Timothy 2:19-22

5. Prepare for and expect persecution.
2 Timothy 3:10-12

6. Develop endurance, spiritually, mentally and physically - 2 Timothy 2:1-3, 4:5

7. Live expectantly in the light of eternity - 2 Timothy 4:8

ZECHARIAH 12:7-9
7  The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah. 8  In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before them. 9  And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

7  The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah. 

At the end of the Tribulation there is the separation of the believer from the unbeliever as illustrated in the sheep and goats and the wise and foolish virgins. Even with the testing of the Tribulation there will be very many who will be indifferent to the gospel as their emphasis will be on social life. The judgment on the unbeliever is called the Baptism of Fire.
In Jerusalem are people who are saved in the last half of the Tribulation and will go into the Millennial reign of the Lord Jesus Christ. The word Magnify which is Gadal in the Hebrew indicates in this context a mental attitude sin of pride or boasting. The word save in verse 7 deals with physical deliverance not spiritual salvation. 

The tents of Judah are those outside the environs of Jerusalem and they will be delivered first before the city of Jerusalem. This is to ensure that those from Jerusalem have nothing to boast about in the Millennial reign where both groups will have a sinful nature even though the environment will be perfect.
The leaders in Jerusalem as pictured by the glory of the house of David nor the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem who have always had a superiority complex about those from the countryside are not going to be able to boast that the Lord came to them first and saved them.
8  In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before them. 9  And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.

In verse 8 we see the courage of the remnant. The feeble person is the grace orientated person with inferior weapons but with the courage to resist the enemy. These people are not effective with weapons but they resist anyway. The Lord will defend or hedge about the believers who are resisting. This protection is not unlike the protection of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists in Revelation 7:1-8, and the temporary protection of the two witnesses in Revelation 11:3 ff.
The effect of the protection and encouragement is to make the defenders as David who went against Goliath with no armour and the leaders as invincible as God, they will have a stabilised mentality. This is because the Lord Jesus Christ, the Angel of Jehovah is defending and fighting for them. It is noted that the Lord does all the killing and all unbelievers are removed. 

In verse 9 we have killing which is authorised by God. The word “seek” also means to be determined, so that the Lord is determined to destroy all soldiers in the enemy armies. The word translated destroy is in the infinitive mood which means that it is God’s purpose that they all should die. This is given in detail in Revelation 19:11-21.  “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 12  His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 13  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 14  And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16  And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 17  And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; 18  That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great. 19  And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 20  And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21  And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh”.

APPLICATION

There is a tendency for people to look up to, or down on, other believers due to their background and social status. There is no difference in the sight of the Lord or in fact as all believers bring nothing to salvation. We are all equal in Christ; both equally undeserving of salvation, and equally blessed in our salvation.

Where there is total negative attitude towards the Lord, the Lord will totally destroy that national group or group of individuals such as Sodom and Gomorrah, or the Canaanites.
DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE - POSITION IN CHRIST

1. We have a position with Christ rather than a position with the cosmos system. We are separated from the world and are different from them. We have a new position in Christ  - Ephesians 2:6

2. We have a new position of partnership with Christ, we are never alone. - Colossians 3:4, John 17. We have a communion with him. He says that he will never put us in a situation without a way of escape. The way of escape is through Christ.

3. We are workers together with God, we are in his service - 2 Corinthians 3:9, 1:9, 6:1

4. We are ministers of a new covenant, we have a new message to man. 1 Corinthians 3:6, 6:4

5. We are ambassadors for Christ - 2 Corinthians 5:20

6. We are living epistles, we are letters to a lost and unsaved world. Our lives should be such that Christ should be read from the book of our lives. Our life and lips should tell of Christ and Him alone.

7. We are members of the Royal family - Galatians 6:10, 1 Peter 2:9

8. We are united with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit:

a) We are in the Father, he is in us - Ephesians 4:6, 

b) We are in Christ - John 14:20, 

c) He is in us - Colossians 1:26, 

d) We are in the Spirit and he is in us - Romans 8:9. 

e) We are united forever to God. 

f) We are not part of a universal soul. That is new age. 

g) We have been entered into a living union with a personal God.

9. We are members of his body, branches of his vine, living stones, his building, sheep of his fold, part of his bride, priests in his kingdom, saints set apart for his glory.

ZECHARIAH 12: 10-14

10  And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 11  In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. 12  And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the family of the house of David apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart; 13  The family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart; 14  All the families that remain, every family apart, and their wives apart.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

10  And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 

This passage deals with the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Millennium and the sadness that results in believing Jews and Gentiles alike who have survived the time of Tribulation as to how their Saviour had to suffer. This is also shown in the regrets of missed opportunities that have been lost in time.

In verse 10 we note that the group in focus here are the Jews of Jerusalem and their leaders. To understand this passage we need to review the ministry of the Holy Spirit in different eras.
The history of man is divided into a number of sections with the Age of the Gentiles covering the period from Adam to Abraham, the Age of the Jews from Abraham to Pentecost and the Tribulation, the Age of the Church from Pentecost to the Rapture, and the Millennium from the Second Advent to the Last Judgment.

MINISTRY OF THE SPIRIT PRIOR TO PENTECOST AND IN THE TRIBULATION

During this era the believers relied on the promises and doctrines of God resting by faith in the provision of God. 

Prior to Abraham the Spirit of God is mentioned on two occasions, the first in Genesis 1:2 where He has a ministry of restoring the earth. In the second case at the time of Noah in Genesis 6:3 the Spirit strived with man for 120 years before the flood.

The Holy Spirit assisted a few selected believers in the period of time between Abraham and Pentecost and will assist a limited number of believers in the future in the Tribulation such as the 144,000 Jewish evangelists in Revelation 7:1-8,  and the two witnesses in Revelation 11:3ff.   In all cases the Holy Spirit is with them rather than in them permanently.

Throughout the time between Abraham and Pentecost all the different eras had the benefit of ministry of the Holy Spirit for specific tasks for the Lord.

Joseph in the age of the Patriarchs  - Genesis 42:38

The tailors with the Priestly Garments  - Exodus 28:3
The workmen that constructed the Tabernacle – Exodus 31:2-5

The seventy elders who assisted Moses  - Numbers 11:25

Joshua as the deputy for Moses and the future leader  - Numbers 27:18

A number of Judges in the book of Judges - Othniel, 3:10, Gideon, 6:34, Jephthah 11:29, Samson 13:25, 14:6, 15:14

In the period of the Kings of Israel we have Saul 1 Samuel 10:9,10 and David 1 Samuel 16:13

In the period of the exile in Babylon to Daniel, Daniel 4:8, 5:11-12, 6:3

In the period after the exile Zerubbabel  - Zechariah 4:3 

Jesus Christ ministered during the Age of the Jews. He tried to give his disciples the Holy Spirit on three occasions and eventually he breathed on them the Holy Spirit. In Luke 11:9-13, He encourages the disciples to ask for the Holy Spirit.

ADVENTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

In the same way as the Lord Jesus Christ has two advents so does the Holy Spirit and both advents are subsequent to those of Jesus Christ. We have the First Advent of Christ followed by the First Advent of the Spirit. At the Rapture the Spirit’s unique Church Age ministry is withdrawn. After the Second Advent of Christ to start the Millennium the Second Advent of the Spirit occurs.
CHURCH AGE

The ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Church Age is given in John 16:13,14, which says that it is to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Corinthians 6:19,20, states that our bodies are the Temple of the Spirit and we are to glorify Jesus Christ as we are not our own. 

All believers in the Church Age are indwelt by the Holy Spirit.

We are commanded to be filled with the Spirit – Ephesians 5:18.
If we are not filled with the Holy Spirit we are said to be carnal – 1 Corinthians 3:1-3, Ephesians 4:30 1 Thessalonians 5:19.
If we are controlled by the Holy Spirit we are not under the law – Galatians 5:18, 22, Romans 10:4.
During the Church Age the Lord is not present on the earth, He is on the right hand of the majesty on high.
MILLENNIUM

Believers in the Millennium are indwelt by the Holy Spirit Ezekiel 36:27, 37:14

Believers can be filled by the Holy Spirit  - Joel 2:28,29, Isaiah 32:15, 44:3, Zechariah 12:10.
During the Millennium Jesus Christ is present on earth. The ministry of the Holy Spirit then is to appreciate the presence of the Lord and in Joel we see that it is in the form of ecstatics. 

11  In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. 12  And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the family of the house of David apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart; 13  The family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart; 14  All the families that remain, every family apart, and their wives apart.

In these verses we see various groups expressing regret. In verse 11 we have a national confession Revelation 1:7. There was a similar mourning for King Josiah in 2 Chronicles 5:15ff.

The next is individual mourning in groups with the house of David being the ruling group, the family of Nathan representing the group of families in the lineage of Christ, the house of Levi representing the priests, the family of Simeon representing the rest of the Jews. In verse 14 we have all the others which would also involve Gentiles. These therefore represent those who have regrets at the Second Advent of Christ.

APPLICATION

The ministry of the Holy Spirit changes from dispensation to dispensation and it is of the utmost importance to ensure one applies the relevant passages of Scriptures to your own situation. We need to rightly divide the Word of Truth.

In the Millennium unlike in Eternity Future there will be sorrow as the people in their physical body will still have an old sin nature.

As a discipline from God you could lose the Holy Spirit in the Age of the Jews.  This is why David prayed “Take not thy Holy Spirit from me” in Psalm 51:11. It is not appropriate to pray that prayer today in the Church Age as the Holy Spirit is in us forever. John 14:16,17.
You were able to ask for the Holy Spirit in the Age of the Jews. In the Church Age He indwells you from the moment of salvation.
DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  IMITATE CHRIST

1. Imitation is the foundation of discipleship, the surest and quickest method of training - 1 Corinthians 4:16

2. The Corinthians could imitate Paul, for he was imitating Jesus Christ. In context the imitation has to do with self sacrifice for the cause of the ministry - 1 Corinthians 10; 23-33, 11:1

3. As the believer imitates Christ he reflects the character of the invisible God. Here the imitation relates specifically to God's love expressed in forgiveness - Ephesians 4:32, 5:1-2

4. Peter illustrates the fact that the minister of God's Word is to be an example to those he teaches - 1 Peter 5:2-3

5. To become an example you first must be an imitator. - 1 Thessalonians 1:6-7

6. Imitation is the primary teaching method of Jesus Christ - 1 Peter 2:21

7. The call of "follow me" was used by ancient rabbis to call their disciples to a life of learning by imitation - Matthew 4:19, John 21:19,22

8. The principle of imitation is conformity. - Matthew 10:24-25; Luke 6:40

9. This principle was fulfilled when the training of the disciples was finally completed. - Acts 4:13

10. The quest of the pastor teacher must be to imitate Christ and to be imitated in the faith. - Hebrews 13:7

DISPENSATION OF THE GENTILES OR FAMILY

1. Scripture:  Genesis 1-11

2. Limits:  Adam to Abraham.

3. Divided into Three Sections

a) The Age of Innocence (Genesis 1:28-3:22)

b) The Age of Rebellion (Genesis 3:23-8:20)

c) The Age of Nations (Genesis 8:21-11:32)

4. Characteristics

a) One Language. (Genesis 11:6)

b) One race - the Gentiles (Genesis 11:6)

c) No written scripture

d) No missionary agency; every believer responsible for the gospel - particularly the father.

e) Means of salvation - belief in Christ. (Romans 4:3)

f) Time span - approximately 2,000 years

g) Major judgments - Noah (flood) (Genesis 7)

h) At death believers went to Paradise.

i) At death unbelievers went to Torments.

j) Priesthood - specialized - particularly the father.

k) The Law - no Mosaic Law.

l) Holy Spirit - assisted a selected few believers

m) Environment - perfect in the garden, progressively worse after sin (Genesis 1:31, 3:17-18).

n) Satan - In heaven and on earth.

o) Rebellion. Adam and Eve. Tower of Babel. (Genesis 11:1-9)

5.  During this Age, God established four institutions for mankind to live by:-

a) Free Will (Genesis 2:16,17)

b) Marriage (Genesis 2:22-24)

c) Family (Genesis 4:1)

d) Human government and Nations (Genesis 9-11)

6. During this Age, Satan attacked these frameworks.

a) Free Will (Genesis 3) - the fall of Adam and Eve.

b) Marriage and Family (Genesis 6)- the angelic infiltration.

c) Nationalism (Genesis 11:1-9) - Internationalism in the tower of Babel. 

DISPENSATION OF THE JEWS OR ISRAEL

1. Scripture:  Genesis 12 -Acts.

2. Limits:  Abraham to Second Advent.

3. Divided into Three Sections

a) The Patriarchs - Abraham - Moses.

b) The Law. Moses - Pentecost.

c) The Tribulation - Rapture - 2nd Advent.

4. Characteristics

a) Length of Age - approximately 2,000 years.

b) Means of salvation - faith in Christ (James 2:23)

c) Written Scripture - Old Testament completed 425 BC

d) Evangelists - The Jews

e) Four Unconditional Covenants:-

i) Abrahamic (Genesis 12:1-3)

ii) Davidic (2 Samuel 7:8-16)

iii) Palestinian (Genesis 15:18-21)

iv) New. (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

These are fulfilled at the Second Advent, when Jesus, the Messiah returns to earth to reign as King.

f) Specific discipline for failure to comply with Divine Direction include:-

i) Where a foreign country rules the Jews (e.g. Rome from 60 BC. to 70 AD.)

ii) Where the Jews are removed from the land (e.g. Babylonian captivity 586 to 516 BC)

g) Major judgments - Babylonian captivity.

h) At death believers - Paradise (Abraham's Bosom) (Luke 16:19-31

i) At death unbelievers - Torments (Luke 16:19-31)

j) Priesthood - Levitical (Exodus 28-29)

k) The Law - given to Moses (Exodus 19-24)

l) Holy Spirit - assisted a selected few believers - eg Gideon, David, Samson.

m) Environment - sinful.

n) Satan - in heaven and on earth.

o) Rebellion - Idolatry, rejection of the Law of God.

p) Many languages -(Genesis 11:9)

q) Many races of people (Genesis 11:9)

r) Spirituality - resting in the promise of God. (Hebrews 11:8-40)

5. The Jewish Age is interrupted at the crucifixion of Jesus Christ (Daniel 9:26a).  Instead of accepting their Messiah, the Jews rejected and crucified Him. 

God therefore has temporarily set the Jews aside and ordained the Church as His ambassadors on earth Romans 11:17-25. 

When the Church is removed from the earth (known as the Rapture), God will re-institute the Jews as His ambassadors.  This will last for a period of seven years (Daniel 9:26b-27), known as the Tribulation (see below), during which time the Jews will repent and call upon their Messiah.  The Lord Jesus Christ will then come back to earth at the Second Advent to regather Israel and establish His kingdom on earth.

6. See "The Tribulation" below.

DISPENSATION OF THE CHURCH

1. Limits:  Pentecost to Rapture

2. Divided into Two Sections

a) Pre Canon to 100 AD Period of temporary and permanent gifts. (1 Corinthians 13:10)

b) Post Canon - period of permanent gifts only where the whole Bible is complete.

3. Characteristics

a) Length of Age - Unknown - but possibly about 2,000 years.

b) Means of Salvation - Faith in Christ. (Acts 16:31)

c) Written Scripture - Old Testament - Pre Canon; Whole Bible - Post Canon.

d) Evangelists - all believers (Matthew 28:18-20  2 Corinthians 5:20)

e) Major Judgment -- Nil

f) At death (believers) - Heaven, face to face with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8)

g) At death (unbelievers) - Torments, Hades.

h) Priesthood - all believers as priests (1 Peter 2:9)

i) The Law - grace, the law having been fulfilled by Jesus Christ (Matthew 5:17)

j) Holy Spirit - indwells all believers (John 7:39, 1 Corinthians 6:19)

k) Environment - sinful.

l) Satan - in Heaven or on earth

m) Rebellion - Apostasy (2 Timothy 3:1-6)

n) Many languages - (Genesis 11:9)

o) Many races of people - (Genesis 11:9)

p) Spirituality - filling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18)

q) Every believer in union with Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

r) Every believer indwelt by Christ. (John 14:20)

4. The Church Age is not mentioned in the Old Testament.

a) The Church was a mystery to Old Testament writers.(Colossians 1:25-26)

b) The Old Testament Scriptures include everything such as the Incarnation, the Cross, the Resurrection, Ascension and Session of Jesus Christ. The Old Testament Scriptures then skip over the Church Age to the Tribulation, Second Advent and Millennium.

c) Examples of scriptures in the Old Testament where the great parenthesis occurs are Daniel 2:40,41,  7:23,24,  9:26a,26b,  11:35,36, Hosea 3:4,5 , Isaiah 61:2a,2b

DISPENSATION – CHURCH AGE – INTERCATION OR INSERTION

1. The CHURCH AGE is not mentioned in the Old Testament.  It has been inserted later by God.

2. Since the Church is a mystery it was not revealed to Old Testament writers. (Colossians 1:25,26)

The Old Testament Scriptures include everything such as the Incarnation, the Cross, the Resurrection, Ascension and Session of Jesus Christ.  The Old Testament Scriptures then skip over the Church Age to the Tribulation, Second Advent and Millennium.

3. Therefore all doctrine pertinent to the Church Age is intercalated or inserted.

4. Scriptures in the Old Testament where the Great Parenthesis occurs are: 

Daniel 2:40 and 41

Daniel 7:23 and 24

Daniel 9:26a and 26b, 

Daniel 11:35 and 36 

Isaiah 61:2a and 2b

The period of the great parenthesis is a period of the intensified state of the angelic conflict.  It was not included in the Old Testament Scriptures because it would have confused believers of that age.  They would have been quite probably envious of church age benefits such as the universal indwelling of the Holy Spirit, universal priesthood, indwelling of Christ, etc.

5. All believers in the period of intercalation are called into full time Christian service.

SIN:  OLD SIN NATURE

1. We are born with a nature, inherited from Adam, which is against God and prone to sin (Ephesians 2:1, Romans 5:12).

2. The old sin nature is perpetuated in the human race by physical birth (Psalm 51:5, 1 Timothy 2:13, 14).

3. We are therefore considered spiritually dead at the point of physical birth (Romans 5:12).

4. Names for the old sin nature:

a) Flesh - Galatians 5:16

b) Old Man - Ephesians 4:22, Colossians 3:9

c) Carnal - Romans 7:14

d) Sin - Romans 5:12 

e) Heart - Jeremiah 17:9

f) Member - Colossians 3:5.

5. The believer continues to have an old sin nature after salvation (1 John 1:8, 1 Corinthians 3:1).

6. The believer under the control of the old sin nature is called carnal (Romans 7:14, 1 Corinthians 3:1-3).

7. The old sin nature frustrates true production of the Christian life (Romans 7:15).

8. The old sin nature has two tendencies (Romans 6:6)

a) Area of weakness - pushes us towards lawlessness and sins (Hebrews 12:1)

b) Area of strength - pushes us towards asceticism and self-righteousness (Isaiah 64:6).

9. The old sin nature is not found in the resurrection body (1 Corinthians 15:56, Philippians 3:21, 1 Thessalonians 5:23).

10. Victory over the old sin nature is by achieved by considering your old life dead, surrendering to God, confessing sin and relying upon the filling of the Spirit (Romans 6:6,11, Colossians 3:9-10).

CHAPTER 13

ZECHARIAH 13:1-6

1  In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness. 2  And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the idols out of the land, and they shall no more be remembered: and also I will cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land. 3  And it shall come to pass, that when any shall yet prophesy, then his father and his mother that begat him shall say unto him, Thou shalt not live; for thou speakest lies in the name of the LORD: and his father and his mother that begat him shall thrust him through when he prophesieth. 4  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets shall be ashamed every one of his vision, when he hath prophesied; neither shall they wear a rough garment to deceive: 5  But he shall say, I am no prophet, I am an husbandman; for man taught me to keep cattle from my youth. 6  And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness. 
The phrase “that day” refers to the future day of the Lord. This phrase occurs no less than 16 times in the last 3 chapters of the book of Zechariah.
On the day of Christ’s crucifixion the fountain or source of cleansing was opened not only for the Jews but also the whole of humanity. However as far as the Jews as a whole are concerned the effect of the death of Christ will only be a national experience in the period leading up to the Second Advent of Christ.

This spiritual cleansing of the nation is associated in other passages of Scripture with Israel’s spiritual regeneration and the start of the New Covenant.  Jeremiah 31:31-37, Romans 11:26,27.
The two groups involved here are the house of David who are the political leaders of Israel and the inhabitants of Jerusalem include all the people in the land who need cleansing. Here we see the general cleansing of the nation prior to the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2  And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the idols out of the land, and they shall no more be remembered: and also I will cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land. 3  And it shall come to pass, that when any shall yet prophesy, then his father and his mother that begat him shall say unto him, Thou shalt not live; for thou speakest lies in the name of the LORD: and his father and his mother that begat him shall thrust him through when he prophesieth. 
The Lord now announces the removal of all the idols from the land [cf Micah 5:13-14].  He will overcome all things that detract from worship of Him and all idolatry will become extinct.  One of the major areas of idolatry in the land during the second half of the Tribulation will be the worship of the abomination of desolation, the statue of the Antichrist in the Temple in Jerusalem. Other types of idolatry will also abound.
In addition to the removal of idolatry will be the removal of false prophets or their empowering by false spirits as the revelation of the Lord will be complete. These spirits try and deceive people into thinking that the false prophets are telling the truth. 

The method of the removal of the false prophets will be by means of the father and mother who understand that what is coming from their child is false, stabbing them while they are prophesying the lies. The death penalty for false prophets is given in Deuteronomy 18:20 cf Deuteronomy 13:6-11.
FALSE PROPHETS

There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day (Jeremiah 2:8, Ezekiel 13:1-23).  Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about and history teaches us that they will be more numerous than true prophets (Matthew 7:15 - 23). 

God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgement upon them, so that believers are always presented with an obedience test, to see whether we will obey the scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgement.  False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching.  Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil (Hosea 4:5, 6,  9:7, 8).

Tests that believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy:

a) 
The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God (Jeremiah 23:33-36, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 1 Corinthians 14:32). 

b) 
The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God (Deuteronomy 13:1- 5). 

c) 
The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested (Deuteronomy 18:20-22,  Jeremiah 28:9).

d) 
Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false (Jeremiah 8:10). 

e) 
Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false (Micah 2:11).

f) 
Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife,.....etc in their life , they were false! (Jeremiah 23:11).

g) 
God's prophets were generally men alone, not in groups (1 Kings 22:5-8, 18:22).

h) 
Does the prophecy accord with scripture? (1 Corinthians 14:37, 38,  2 Kings 23:2).

4  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets shall be ashamed every one of his vision, when he hath prophesied; neither shall they wear a rough garment to deceive: 5  But he shall say, I am no prophet, I am an husbandman; for man taught me to keep cattle from my youth. 6  And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.

These false prophets when the pressure comes on will distance themselves from the area of prophecy. They will no longer promote or mention the visions and dreams they have pronounced before. They will not wear the standard uniform of the prophet which was a rough coat of camel hair which some of the earlier prophets wore such as Elijah in 2 Kings 1:8 and John the Baptist in Matthew 3:4.

They will even lie about their profession saying that they have been a farmer or cattle hand for their whole life. It is noted that the word husbandman is the translation of three Hebrew words, “Iysh Abad Adamah”, meaning “man work soil” or farmer

In verse 6 they are asked what are these wounds in thine hands. The Hebrew word translated “in” is “beyn” which means between and probably means wounds on the torso. They probably have received these scars as part of rituals involved in idol worship where wounds are self inflicted. An example of this would be the self mutilation of the prophets of Baal during their confrontation with Elijah.

To answer the accusation that they were involved with idol worship the false prophet would blame either excessive discipline by their parents at home or being in a brawl with companions.
APPLICATION

This shows, unlike those who advocate replacement Theology, where the Church has replaced Israel forever, that there will be a time in the future when the Jews will have a mass conversion to the Lord.  The Jews will play a pivotal role in the plan of God in the near future.
Idolatry and false prophets will be removed and there will be such a wave of opinion against those preaching lies that the false prophets will be killed by their parents or they will distance themselves from all association with prophecy by saying they are lifelong farmers. 

When you resist the devil, he will flee from you, as he is aware that he is a conquered foe. When the righteous person stands up against evil and acts in accordance to the word of God they will retire from the situation. We need to know and apply the Word of God to experience.

DOCTRINES

CHURCH:  SECOND ADVENT

1. Israel under dispersion no longer represents Christ on this earth.

2. Israel is replaced by the Church, the Body of Christ. (Acts 2:47, 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, Ephesians 1:22, 23, 2:16, 4:4, 5, 5:23, 24, 30-32, Colossians 1:18, 24, 2:19)

3. The Body of Christ is being completed by entering every believer of the Church Age into union with Christ. (Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 2:10)

4. When the Body is completed, the Rapture of the Church occurs. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

5. Then the Body becomes the Bride, and is prepared for the Second Advent.

(a) The Bride receives a resurrection body like Christ's (1 Corinthians 15:51-57, Philippians 3:21, 1 John 3:1, 2)

(b) The Bride's old sin nature is removed. (Philippians 3:21)

(c) The Bride is cleansed from human good. (1 Corinthians 3:12-16)

6. The Bride returns in triumph with Christ at the Second Advent. (1 Thessalonians 3:13, Revelation 19:6-8)

7. Then follows the conquest-

(a) Satan imprisoned (Revelation 20:1-3)

(b) Demons removed from the earth. (Zechariah 13:2, 1 Corinthians 15:24, 25, Colossians 2:15)

8. The removal of the demons changes the environment of the earth and causes perfect conditions during the Millennium.

(a) Religion removed.

(b) False doctrine removed.

(c) Perfect environment restored.

JEWISH WEDDING

At the time of Christ the wedding was arranged by the father of the groom. In this analogy the relationship between Christ and mankind will be examined.

1. Prior to the first visit of the prospective groom to the bride, the father made arrangements for their relationship. (Hebrews 2:13)

Analogy - God the Father - the Planner made arrangements for mankind in eternity past.

2. The prospective groom would then meet the bride and fellowship with her.

Analogy - Christ came to earth at the first advent and spent time with man.

3. Prior to leaving the bride's house the bridegroom would pay the whole dowry or payment for the bride. (Hebrews 9:23-28)

Analogy - Christ's death on the cross paid the debt of all mankind in full.

4. The bridegroom would return to his father's house and build a future house for the newly married couple to live in. (John 14:1-3)

Analogy - Christ ascended to his father's house to prepare a place for his bride.

5. At the Father's request the Son would go to the Bride's home to pick the bride up.

Analogy - Christ's return to earth for his church at the Rapture.

6. The bride as she left her home was married to the groom. (1 Corinthians 15:51-58)

Analogy - As the body of Christ rises to meet Christ in the air the body becomes the bride.

7. The bride has been preparing her wedding garments waiting for the bridegroom. The bridegroom adorns his bride for the wedding supper. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

Analogy - Whilst waiting for the return of Christ, the body produces gold, silver and precious stones. The final dressing of the body is done by Christ at the Judgment seat of Christ.

8. The bride and groom hold a wedding feast which in rich families could last a month.

Analogy - The wedding feast of Christ will last 1,000 years - The Millennium on earth.

9. Friends of the bridegroom would attend the wedding feast.

Analogy - Old Testament Saints in resurrection bodies will be in the rejoicing of the Millennium.

10. Friends of the bride waited outside the wedding hall, with lamps alight waiting for the bridal couple before they entered the wedding feast. (Matthew 25:1-13)

Analogy - Tribulation Saints who survive the great tribulation will enter into the Millennium in their physical bodies to replenish the earth. Unbelievers will be cast off the earth as they are not invited to the marriage supper of the lamb.

11. The passage of scriptures from the first advent of Christ to the end of the Millennium is clearly seen in its analogy to the Jewish Wedding Ceremony.

HERESY

The procedure for dealing with heresy is clearly set out in the letters of the New Testament:

1. If people will not listen to the Word they are to be warned and rebuked. Titus 1:13, 14, 2 Thessalonians 3:14.

2. If they still will not listen, they should be isolated and all spiritual believers should separate themselves from those who are persistently carnal in behaviour. Romans 16:17, 18, 1 Timothy 6:3-5.

This means that we are not even to invite the carnal believer to dinner at our house. 2 John 10, 11, 1 Corinthians 5:11-13.

3. If at this point the person persists in their wrong teaching and/or behaviour they are to be thrown out of the church for discipline. 1 Corinthians 5:1-13, Titus 3:10. Persistent perversion of the Word of God is most serious. Titus 3:10,11,   Galatians 1:6-10.

4. Paul illustrates this process in the treatment of the Corinthian brother who lived in immorality, and also with the false teachers in 1 Timothy 1:4, 11, 18 - 20. We also see him warning the church of this ever present danger in Acts 20:29, 30.

Expulsion is always for repentance and when a person repents they are to be accepted back into fellowship. This does not mean they are able to take leadership however! 1 Corinthians 5:1 - 13, 2 Corinthians 2:5 - 11.

Pastors who fail to discipline false teachers and carnal believers living immoral lives violate their role as the under shepherds of the flock. We are to be protectors of the flock from wolves and lions. These are words for the ministers of Satan who will always attack from within the church and the pastor is to stop this. 1 Peter 5:8, Matthew 7:15, 10:16,  Luke 10:3, Acts 20:29.    

ZECHARIAH 13:7-9

7  Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones. 8  And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. 9  And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

7  Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones. 
The word awake here can also be translated raise up. When combined with the sword, which is judgment, and the phrase “against my shepherd”, we see that this is the judgment suffered by the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross. Until the Cross God the Father holds off on his discipline for sin, he overlooked sin, as the focus is upon its solution. 
In the phrase “against the man”, that is “my fellow”, we see the Hypostatic Union of Christ, the man being the humanity of Christ while “my fellow” shows that Christ was equal to God and is God. We therefore have the God–man the unique person; the Lord Jesus Christ. The penalty was paid by the humanity of Christ on the Cross.
The shepherd is judged on the Cross in 32 AD and in 70 AD the sheep who are Israel are scattered abroad under the dispersion and are still in dispersion. Jesus also used this as an illustration just prior to the Cross when he prophesied that the disciples would scatter as a result of the Cross.

PROPHECY

ABANDONED BY DISCIPLES

PROPHECY
Zechariah 13:7 (487 BC): Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones.
1 . Although the disciples had been taught by the Lord himself for three years, they had not accepted the concept that the Lord Jesus Christ had to go to the cross.

2. This is clearly shown by Peter telling the Lord that this should not be so, and earning the rebuke of "Get thee behind me Satan" from the Lord (Matthew 16:21-23).
3. As a consequence, when the shepherd was struck the sheep scattered.

4. The smiting of the shepherd reached its maximum at the Cross. The shepherd had however been harassed and smitten throughout His life by the attacks of Satan

5. The Lord Jesus Christ is seen as the shepherd in five different ways in (1 Peter 2:21-25).

a) The suffering shepherd. (v 21)

b) The sinless shepherd. (v 22)

c) The submissive shepherd. (v 23)

d) The substitutionary shepherd. (v 24)

e) The seeking shepherd. (v 25)

6. The Shepherd as Christ appears in three successive Psalms.

a) Psalm 22 - the good shepherd gives his life for the sheep (John 10:11). He is the Door (John 10:9).

b) Psalm 23 - the Lord is my shepherd - the great shepherd of the sheep. (Heb 13:20).

c) Psalm 24 - the chief shepherd appears as the Man of Glory. (1 Pet 5:4).

d) These show the shepherd dying for His sheep, the resurrected shepherd tending and caring for His sheep and the future shepherd ruling over His sheep.

FULFILLMENT

Mark 14:27 (32 AD): And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered.
Matthew 26:56 (32 AD) But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled.

Peter denied that he would be offended by his association with the Lord.  He eventually denied the Lord three times before the cock crowed twice (Luke 22:54-62).
The phrase “turn my hand” shows that the little ones are restored which will occur at the Second Advent of Christ when the believing Jews return to the Promised Land under the concept of the Davidic and Palestinian Covenants. These are the Jews who are saved in the Tribulation period and include the 144,000 Jews outlined in Revelation 7:1-8

8  And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. 9  And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God.

In these verses we have the termination of the second dispersion. Of all the Jews that are alive at the Second Advent two thirds are subject to the Baptism of Fire while the other third goes into the Millennium. The Jewish Baptism of Fire is given also in Ezekiel 20:33-38

The remnant will be brought through the Baptism of Fire. They are tried through testing and found acceptable. The example is the old form of refining gold where after fire is applied to gold bearing rock the gold melts and the slag remains and is useless.
God will respond to their call for salvation and God will affirm that he and they are related through Christ and this will also be the response from the believers to God.
APPLICATION

The Lord’s death on the Cross was not an accident, He was not a victim but was a courageous man who suffered for others who fled the scene. We must realise that God is in control of history and be confident that whatever happens to us God know this in eternity past and made allowance for it within the plan.
The choice is clear; either you are a believer, and destined to spend eternity with God, or an unbeliever with no relationship with God, destined to spend eternity with Satan and his angels.
DOCTRINES

CHRIST – THE SHEPHERD

1. In the Bible, sheep represent believers. Matthew 25:33,34 - they are contrasted with goats (unbelievers)

2. Sheep are helpless, they need to be led, fed and protected. They cannot defend themselves. 

3. In the Old Testament Israel was called the sheep of his fold Psalm 74:1, 79:13, 95:7, 100:3 Jeremiah 23:1

4. The Lord Jesus Christ, the true shepherd came to the fold of Israel and while some responded most rejected him and the Lord called out a flock to establish a new group ‑ John 10:10-16

5. He is the only door to fellowship Acts 4:12 John 3:36, John 10:28,29

6.Judaism is the fold out of which the Lord led his sheep to form a new flock on the hills in freedom , the contrast between the fold and the flock. The fold no longer exits it was Jewish and legal and is gone, there is neither Jew or Gentile but we are all in Christ Jesus. This is the theme of the book of Galatians, Romans and Hebrews, the just will live by faith. Our church should be a place where we learn to walk with the Lord under the control of the Holy Spirit.

7. In the fold the sheep are within four walls under the protection of the man in charge of the fold whereas the flock is moving, feeding and are under the control of the shepherd. This is where the walk in the spirit occurs. Christianity is a relationship and is active.  Galatians 1:6‑9 ‑ here Paul says we must walk in the spirit not a lot of rules such as in Judaism. We are to fight the enemy  on the hills and be in the world but not of it.

8. There is only one flock and all sheep should know it. Believers show their character as sheep by how they respond to the shepherd.

9. The Lord Jesus Christ is seen as the shepherd in five different ways in (1 Peter 2:21-25).

a) The suffering shepherd. (v 21)

b) The sinless shepherd. (v 22)

c) The submissive shepherd. (v 23)

d) The substitutionary shepherd. (v 24)

e) The seeking shepherd. (v 25)

10. The Shepherd as Christ appears in three successive Psalms.

a) Psalm 22 - the good shepherd gives his life for the sheep (John 10:11). He is the Door (John 10:9).

b) Psalm 23 - the Lord is my shepherd - the great shepherd of the sheep. (Heb 13:20).

c) Psalm 24 - the chief shepherd appears as the Man of Glory. (1 Pet 5:4).

d) These show the shepherd dying for His sheep, the resurrected shepherd tending and caring for His sheep and the future shepherd ruling over His sheep.

CHRIST:  SACRIFICE OF CHRIST 

The sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross had many affects. It was

1. Penal 


Galatians  3:13 2 Corinthians  5:21

2. Substitutional 

Leviticus 1:4 Isaiah 53:5-6 2 Corinthians 5:21 1 Peter 2:24

3. Voluntary 

Genesis 22:9 John 10:18

4. Redemptive 

Galatians 3:13 Ephesians 1:7 1 Corinthians 6:20

5. Propitiatory 

Romans 3:25 1 John 2:2

6. Reconciling 

2 Corinthians 5:18,19 Colossians 1:21,22

7. Efficacious 

John 12:3 20-23 Romans 5:9,10 2 Corinthians 5:21 Ephesians 2:13 Hebrews 9:12

8. Revelatory 

John 3:16 1 John 4:9,10

CHRIST:  HYPOSTATIC UNION – GOD - MAN

1. Hypostasis means standing together under one essence, two things united under one with no loss or transfer to the other and no change to either. In the person of Jesus Christ the two natures, divine and human, were inseparably linked with no loss or transfer of properties or attributes, and no mixture or loss of separate identity the union was personal and eternal. The Lord Jesus Christ is still perfectly human and divine  Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6, John 1:1-14, Romans 1:2-5, Romans 9:5, Philippians 2:5-11, 1 Timothy 3:16, Hebrews 1:4

2. The incarnate person of the Lord Jesus Christ included undiminished deity. Jesus Christ is God, He remained co equal and co eternal with the Father while on earth. Christ is eternal because God is eternal life. His deity was never affected by His death, resurrection and session. As God Jesus Christ could not die. However as a baby in the cradle he was holding the universe together.

3. The Lord Jesus Christ was also true humanity; body, soul and spirit although due to the virgin birth he had no old sin nature 1 Peter 2:22

4. The two natures of Jesus Christ are united with no transfer of attributes. Each set of attributes corresponds to the respective natures. The divine attributes such as eternal life, all knowing, everywhere, refers to His divine nature, the human attributes correspond to His human nature. To remove any attribute from His deity would be to destroy deity.

5. No aspect of the divine nature was lacking, although certain attributes were not exercised in line with the Father's plan Matthew 4:1-10

6. The union of the two natures in the person of Christ must be considered personal, human to the human, divine to the divine. They are never mixed. The union was therefore personal and hypostatic; one essence with two natures.

7. Deity did not indwell humanity or possess it. The union was more than sympathy and harmony, it was unique combining the two natures eternally. He is the God – man

8. Christ had two natures in one person, therefore he could be supremely powerful yet weak at the same time.

a) Deity cannot be tempted, humanity can. Matthew 4:1-10

b) Deity cannot thirst, humanity can John 19:28. 

c) Deity is omniscient , humanity learns Luke 2:40,52

9. The necessity of the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in the following:-

a) To be our Saviour he had to be man as God cannot die. Hebrews 2:14,15, Philippians 2:7,8

b) To be our mediator He had to be equal with both God and man  Job 9:2, 32-33,  1 Timothy 2:5-6

c) To be our High Priest He must be a man. Hebrews 7:4,5 14-28; 10:5, 10-14

d) To be a king he must be a man, a Jew in the line of David. Psalm 89:20-37, 2 Samuel 7:8-16

10. There are three categories of sayings or actions of the Lord:

a) From his deity alone John 8:58

b) From his humanity alone John 19:28

c) From his hypostatic union - John 11:25,26

11. The uniqueness of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ is a key doctrine to understand for all believers, for it is on this point that the accurate preaching of the gospel rests. 1 Timothy 3:16

12. The gospel in one word is Immanuel - God with us. John's testimony on this point John 1:14. In Christ we see God's love and favour towards man. As God revealed himself in the Old Testament, so He perfectly reveals himself in the person of the unique person of the universe , the God man the Lord Jesus Christ.

UNBELIEVER

1. God is Holy and cannot compromise with sin or evil. (Psalm 22:1-3, John 1:5)

2. Sin is solved at the Cross for all. (1 John 2:2)

3. The way is therefore open to all who will believe. (John 3:16,36, Acts 16:31)

4. Those who reject Christ are without hope, promise and God in the world. (Ephesians 2:12, Romans 5:14,17, 6:23)

5. We are born dead to God. (Psalm 51:5)

6. It is only through Christ that we can be born again. (John 14:6)

7. The unbeliever spurns this grace offer and the Lord who died for him. (Hebrews 2:1-4)

8. God is Love, but when love is spurned, that person has chosen darkness rather than light. They are therefore judged on the basis of their works as they have rejected the Lord's work for them. (John 3:16-21, Revelation 20:11-15)

9. The first stop for the unbeliever after death is Torments in Hades or Sheol . This is a place of regret, torment and anguish. It is also called the bottomless pit. (Revelation 9:2)

10. Their ultimate state is the Lake of Fire after they have been judicially sentenced to it by the Lord Jesus Christ at the Last Judgment where they are judged according to their works. (Revelation 14:11, 20:11-15, Matthew 8:12, 25:41, Mark 9:44, Jude 13)

CHAPTER 14

ZECHARIAH 14:1-3

1  Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 2  For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3  Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1  Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 

The word day is used in three different ways for time periods in the Bible.
The Day which is less than 24 hours.

a) The day of salvation is the moment of time when an individual believes in the Lord Jesus Christ and refers to that moment of faith in Christ. (2 Corinthians 6:2).
b) The day of Christ - is the rapture of the Church which will be instantaneous "in the twinkling of an eye" (Philippians 1:10, 2:16, 1 Corinthians 15:52).
c) The day of wrath - is the Great White Throne Judgement when the unbeliever is judged by Jesus Christ and cast into the Lake of Fire. (Romans 2:5-6, Revelation 20:11-15).

d) The day of declaration - refers to the Judgment Seat of Christ, when the works of Church Age believers will be judged. (1 Corinthians 3:13, 2 Corinthians 5:10).
The Day which is more than 24 hours

a) The day of redemption which refers to the resurrection of believers for all eternity (Ephesians 4:30)

b) The day of the Lord can refer to the Tribulation, Second Advent or Millennium, depending on the context  (Isaiah 2:12, 13:6, Joel 1:15, 2:1 Zechariah 14:1, 1 Thessalonians 5:2, 2 Peter 3:10)

c) The day of God - which refers to eternity (2 Peter 3:12).

The Twenty-four Hour Day - the solar day

a) The six days of the earth's restoration were literal 24 hour days. (Genesis 1:3-31).
b) The Sabbath (Exodus 20:10) a holy day in the dispensation of Israel.

c) The Lord's Day - which is Sunday, in remembrance of the Resurrection (Revelation 1:10).
d) Living "one day at a time" concept in the Christian life. (Romans 14:5-6).
In this context it refers to a period of time for the days leading up to the Second Advent followed by the Millennium. 

The word “cometh” is in the Kal perfect. It is in the perfect tense showing that the coming of the Lord and the Millennium is a certainty because God knows precisely what is going to happen in the future.

The spoil in verse 1 refers to booty taken by the attackers from people in Jerusalem especially those who do not resist. Those who do not resist are going to be subject to violence. We remember the phrase “Give me liberty or give me death”.
2  For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3  Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.

This is the culmination of the Tribulation period where the armies of the world come to take Jerusalem. We notice that this is part of the Plan of God as it states in verse 2 that He will gather all nations against Jerusalem. The Hebrew word for nations “goy” also means Gentiles or heathen, so the heathen Gentiles attack Jerusalem.

We see that there is success in this attack with a part of the city taken. Spoil is taken from the houses, women are raped, and there is a high level of violence, and many will be enslaved and later murdered.
However there is a believing remnant in the city which is not cut off. They follow the instructions in the Bible saying that they must fight knowing that the return of the Lord is near. Luke 21:24.  And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 25  And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 26  Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 27  And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.

The Lord now returns and fights for the believers with devastating power and destroys the enemy. This passage is in a typical Jewish format with these opening verses of chapter 14 being a summary of events which are amplified further in this chapter.
APPLICATION

It again shows that God is outside of and unlike us not constrained by time. He knows precisely what is going to occur in the future and at what time these events will occur.
God will not leave His people to be oppressed by the heathen but will retaliate with overpowering force at the time of His choosing.

We need to know what God thinks about a whole range of items and therefore as believers we should be knowledgeable about what the Bible says and be able to rightly divide the Word of Truth.

DOCTRINES

CHRIST:  FAITHFULNESS OF CHRIST

1. Christ is immutable (includes stability);  he is absolutely stable/dependable in his character.  Hebrews 13:8

2. Principle of faithfulness if found in Lamentations. 3:21-24.

3. The promises that believers can claim in this life (one day at a time) are based on Christ's faithfulness. Hebrews 10:23

4. Christ is faithful to us in testing, never pushing us too far. 1 Corinthians 10:13

5. Faithfulness of Christ is the basis of human stability; we can be secure because we take our life from Him. 2 Thessalonians 3:3

6. Christ is faithful even when we are unfaithful. 2 Timothy 2:13

7. Christ if faithful to the Father in execution of the Divine Plan.

CHRIST: FIRST AND SECOND ADVENTS

1. Old Testament saints had difficulty in distinguishing between the two advents of Christ. (1 Peter 1:10,11)

2. Old Testament prophecy has Christ coming as a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. (Isaiah 53:7)

3. Old Testament prophecy has Christ coming as the conquering King and Lion of the tribe of Judah. (Isaiah 11:1-12)

4. Jesus commenced his ministry announcing the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. (Matthew 4:17) This connects the first and second advents.

5. Old Testament Prophecy showed that the Messiah would:-

a) be born of a virgin. (Isaiah 7:14)

b) be of the tribe of Judah. (Genesis 49:10)

c) be of the house of David. (Isaiah 11:1, Jeremiah 33:21)

d) die as a sacrifice. (Isaiah 53:1-12)

e) be crucified. (Psalm 22:1-21)

f) be resurrected from the dead. (Psalm 16:8-11)

g) return to earth at his second advent. (Zechariah 8:3)

h) be seated at the right hand of God. (Psalm 110:1)

6. It should be noted that the return of Christ for the Church (the Rapture) as given in (1 Thessalonians 4:14-18) was not revealed in the Old Testament - it is a mystery doctrine of the Church (Colossians 3:4-6)

7. The day of the Second Advent is characterised by supernatural darkness

a) When Christ returns every eye shall see him (Matthew 24:29-30) Christ is the light of the world and he will return to a world covered in darkness (symbolic of sin).

b) The darkness is similar to the darkness of the day of our Lord's crucifixion which hid the Lord Jesus Christ from man's sight whilst he was bearing our sins. (Mark 15:33)

c) The Second Advent delivers the Jewish believers besieged in Jerusalem by the King of the North. (Daniel 11, Zechariah 12:1-3, 14:1-4)

d) Other passages indicating that the day of the Second Advent is a day of total darkness on the earth. (Isaiah 13:9-10, Ezekiel 32:7-8, Joel 2:10-11, Joel 3:14-15, Amos 5:18, Zechariah 14:6, Matthew 24:29-30, Luke 21:25-27, Revelation 6:12-17)

8. Heralds of the Two Advents of Christ

A herald is a person who preceded' a King in ancient times to announce his arrival. The King that we study is the Lord Jesus Christ.

a) First Advent

i) Human herald - John the Baptist (Matthew 3)

ii) Angelic heralds - Angels (Luke 2:1-15)

b) Second Advent

i) Human heralds - Moses, Elijah (Revelation 11)

ii) Angelic herald - The mighty angel (Revelation 10)

ZECHARIAH 14:4-11

4  And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. 5  And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. 6  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: 7  But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light. 8  And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. 9  And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one. 10  All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the king's winepresses. 11  And men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

4  And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. 5  And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. 
After confirming the Lord’s intervention into the defence of Jerusalem Zechariah now explains the way in which it will occur and the way of escape for the final believing defenders of the city. It will begin with the return of the Lord Jesus Christ when His feet will touch the surface of the Mount of Olives just as had been prophesied in Acts 1:11-12. It is of interest that the glory of God in the form of the Shekinah Glory departed towards the east in Ezekiel’s vision of Ezekiel 11:23.
Geological examination of the Mount of Olives has shown a fault that would be conducive to split the mountain in the way outlined in this passage. The resulting valley allows for the people to escape to the East. They will flee as they did in the time of the great earthquake of Uzziah which is mentioned in Amos 1:1.
Josephus regarded this great earthquake as divine judgment on Uzziah who had gone into the Temple to assume the role of the priesthood 2 Chronicles 26:16.
The saints that come with the Lord Jesus Christ are the Church Age believers in their resurrection bodies following the Lord back to earth having been evaluated after the Rapture some seven years previously. Revelation 19:14. 

6  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: 7  But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light. 
The day of the Second Coming of Christ is unique in a number of ways. One is that there will be an unnatural darkness over the earth. This is so every eye will see his coming.  Revelation 1:7.  Even on a dark night without the moon there is still a level of light under which one can operate. This light comes from the stars. This verse however says that even the light of the stars will be concealed or darkened.
Under these conditions armies grind to a halt. Darkness will be the friend of the defenders of Jerusalem. This is the same type of darkness which covered Golgotha at the time our Lord was bearing and being judged for the sins of the world. In the evening however the light will return.
8  And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. 9  And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one. 
As a result of the seismic changes in the area of Jerusalem a perennial spring of water will erupt from Jerusalem dividing its flow between the Mediterranean and Dead Seas. This in effect will create Jerusalem as a port for the first time in history. It is noted that the spring of water emanating from the area of Jerusalem will be continuous and not reliant on rainfall.
It is noted in verse 9 that the Lord Jesus Christ as King of the Jews will not only rule over the Jewish nation, but be the King of all the Earth. He is also called this in Zechariah 4:14, 6:5 and Micah 4:13. The Apostle John confirms this in Revelation 17:14, 19:16.  He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. He is not only a King but also God and will be worshipped as such. With religion cut out of the world he will be universally acknowledged as the unique God man.

10  All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the king's winepresses. 11  And men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited.

The whole of the land in the vicinity with the exception of Jerusalem itself will be levelled from Geba on its northern boundary, Joshua 21:17, to Rimmon fifty kilometres south of the city. This will make Jerusalem more prominent as the capital city of the world and pilgrims will have to ascend when they come to personally worship the Lord at the feast of Tabernacles.
Jerusalem will be inhabited safely at this time. Teaching of the word of God often occurred at the gates with the kings winepress representing happiness and joy.

In verse 11 we have the concept of utter destruction which is translated from the word Cherem. This can also be translated ban or curse. Anything under the ban or curse could not be redeemed and therefore had to die.
Anything under the ban or curse was dedicated to the Lord. Jericho was put under the ban or curse. When Joshua approached Jericho he had the orders to wipe them out. Jericho was inhabited by a branch of the Canaanites. By the time of Joshua they were totally without law and order. The were totally against marriage, family, and the one true God. They were guilty of significant sexual sins such as homosexuality, bestiality, and also offered their children as sacrifices to their gods.

Joshua was told to kill the people and animals. The only people to escape were Rahab and her family due to her being a believer. She demonstrated her faith by hiding the spies and is one of four gentile women in the direct line of Christ. In contrast Achan one of the Israelites took material from Jericho and as a result he became “Cherem” and was killed.
Jerusalem itself became “Cherem” (defiled by sin/evil) with the result that it was destroyed in 586 BC and 70 AD due to the inhabitants participation in religion. However on the return of Christ the Cherem is removed from Jerusalem forever. When it is removed you have a city of happy people. 
In this verse however we are told that there will be no more curse because the Lord has returned and the Millennium is about to commence with perfect environment and the imprisonment of Satan for a thousand years.

APPLICATION

The Lord will protect believers under the most dire conditions. The life and the time of death for the believer is the prerogative of God. 

We are born under a curse and doomed to die. Christ however took the Cherem for us and has therefore redeemed us from the curse of the law. We are redeemed because he was our substitute. 

The curse in us is our Old Sin Nature which condemns us to death, a death which can only be avoided by accepting the payment that Christ made upon the Cross.

Nothing can deliver you from Cherem other than the grace of God.
DOCTRINES

DYING GRACE

1. We are all here upon the earth as in a “strange country”; we are strangers and pilgrims upon the earth, and are not meant to be too comfortable here. Philippians 3:12-17, Hebrews 11:13, 1 Peter 2:11.

2. Death is the strangest thing we confront on this earth; the weirdness of being her one minute, alive, alert and warm, then a second later, dead, cooling and inert. Death is meant to appear strange to us, for it is the evidence before us that we are not permanent inhabitants here, but simply playing out a part as we pass through. This is not a place we are meant to get attached to. Refer Death.

3. The death of believers is a precious thing to the God who has given his life to save us from the judgment of sin and death. 1 Samuel 26:21, 2 Kings 1:13-14, Psalms 49:8, 72:14, 116:15, 1 Peter 1:7, 2:4. Refer Grace.

4. We all must die, but that is not the end. 2 Timothy 4:7-8, Hebrews 11:13. The mature believer facing death see through it, to the other side where they meet with the Lord face to face. 1 Corinthians 13:12, 2 Corinthians 5:6-10.

5. Dying grace is provided to all believers who are looking to their Lord as they die, for his perfect provision for each of us from eternity past has everything we need provided in advance of our life, let alone our death itself. There are no surprises to God, and all things we face have provision for them there to be claimed by faith. 1 Corinthians 10:13, 2 Thessalonians 3:3, 2 Peter 2:9, Jude 24-25.  

SALVATION:  REDEMPTION

1. Redemption is the work of the Lord Jesus Christ towards sin. The implications of the Greek words (lutron, lutrosis, apolutrosis, antilutrosis) is ransom, redeem, pay money to set a slave free, pay a price, or (exagorazo) purchase from the slave market (of sin). 

2. The principle of redemption is found in (John 8:31-36).
3. The Lord paid the price for us, redeeming us from the slave market of sin by his perfect sacrifice for sin on the cross. Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 2:14. 

4. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only qualified redeemer. Through His virgin birth he has no inherited Old Sin Nature, by His perfect life He had no acquired sin or sin nature, and through His hypostatic union He is equal with both parties: God and man. Isaiah 53:9, John 8:46, 19:4, 2Corinthians 5:21, Hebrews 1:3,4:15,7,25,28, 1 Timothy 3:16. 

5. In the Old Testament redemption was taught by means of the shed blood of an animal sacrifice. Hebrews 9:22, Job 5:19,25,26. 

6. Blood was the purchase price for redemption. Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18,19. The blood of Christ relates this work of redemption to that which was pictured in these Old Testament sacrifices. 2 Corinthians 5:21. 

7. The soul of the believer not the body is redeemed. Psalm 34:22, Matthew 8:17.

8. Redemption removes the demands of the Old Testament Law. Galatians 3:13,10, 4:4-6.

9. Redemption is a doctrine which the believer can apply in times of pressure and catastrophe (Job 19:25,26), thereby finding both blessing and happiness.

10. Redemption results in adoption (Gal 4:4-6).

11. Redemption provides the basis for the believer's eternal inheritance (Heb 9:15).

12. The blood of Christ is the ransom money or the purchase price of redemption (Eph 1:7; Col 1:14; 1 Peter 1:13,19; 1 John 1:7).

13. Redemption includes forgiveness of sin (Heb 9:22).

14. Redemption provides the basis of justification and immediate cleansing at salvation (Rom 3:24).

15. Redemption is the basis of our cleansing from sin during our Christian walk. (Lev 4:5; 6:1-6; 1 John 1:7,9).

ZECHARIAH 14:12-15

12  And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth. 13  And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the LORD shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbour. 14  And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the heathen round about shall be gathered together, gold, and silver, and apparel, in great abundance. 15  And so shall be the plague of the horse, of the mule, of the camel, and of the ass, and of all the beasts that shall be in these tents, as this plague.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

12  And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth. 13  And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the LORD shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbour. 14  And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the heathen round about shall be gathered together, gold, and silver, and apparel, in great abundance. 15  And so shall be the plague of the horse, of the mule, of the camel, and of the ass, and of all the beasts that shall be in these tents, as this plague.

In true Jewish style verses 1-3 of this chapter are further expanded showing how the Lord will afflict those who are attacking Jerusalem.

It is noted that the result of exposure to the atomic bombs dropped on Japan at the end of World War 2 had the effect similar to those outlined in verse 12. The use of nuclear weapons cannot be ruled out but we must remember that a lot of this conflict will be quite close quarter. 

In addition we need to remember what happened to the Assyrian troops surrounding Jerusalem at the time of the Sennacherib invasion when overnight the angel of the Lord killed 185,000 troops outside the city causing the besieging army to retire.

In verse 13 we see the effect of darkness on the military situation where there is confusion and panic causing the armies attacking to start killing their own. Night time attacks can be very effective for small groups dealing with an enemy with vastly superior numbers. This can be seen in the account of Gideon and Abraham and the outcome of the battles they were involved with.

Having concentrated on the situation in Jerusalem Zechariah now adds the fact that there is another group of Jews who are also resisting. 

In verse 14 we see that those of Judah also fight and as a result accumulate a large amount of booty from the Gentile or heathen armies. This in large measure will be retrieving the plunder that the enemy has taken earlier from the section of Jerusalem which has been taken from them. 

In verse 15 the fact that the plague not only affects the opposing army but also animals as well.
APPLICATION

We should never be surprised as to what the Lord can do in protecting the believer. He opened the Red Sea, He killed the Assyrians, He gave Joshua the long day, He provided the ram in the thicket. Whilst we may see current means which relate to the effect of the Lord’s work, we need to remember that He is the God of miracles.

If we have not completed our work for the Lord on this earth he will protect us. We are in the hands of the God of the universe.

ZECHARIAH 14:16-19

16  And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. 17  And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. 18  And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. 19  This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

16  And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. 
There are seven Feasts of Israel ordained by the Lord in the Pentateuch and set out in Leviticus 23 [see page 95 and following]. 

The last of these is the feast of Tabernacles, which represents fellowship between God and Israel during the Millennium. In this feast the Jews were to leave their houses and construct booths outside and reside there for a week indicating their relationship and reliance on the Lord.
The feast of Tabernacles as well as Passover and Pentecost were the three feasts that the Jews were commanded to keep in Jerusalem in the year. 

Now in the Millennium they keep the feast that represents the era. Also those of the Gentiles who as believers have survived the Tribulation and entered into the Millennium will also be required to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem at that time to worship the Lord Jesus Christ.

This does not mean that all will return to the Jewish form of worship but a newly instituted worldwide religious order will involve both Gentiles and Jews and incorporate some features identical with or similar to some Old Testament worship.
17  And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. 18  And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. 19  This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles.

As the Millennium progresses children will be born to the Tribulational survivors. These children will be born as unbelievers and under perfect environment still have to make a personal commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Many of them however will not make a personal commitment and will ignore this command. If they do not come to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles they will be punished with drought due to a lack of rain.

It is noted that Egypt is separated out from the rest of the nations as it s water supply is not in the form of rain but due to the water supply of the Nile they will be struck by plague.
APPLICATION

God seeks to have fellowship with man but it is only available through Christ and with a positive attitude on behalf of the person concerned.

It is noted that even under ideal conditions as will be found in the Millennium with a perfect environment, no poverty, no war, a perfect economy and minimal death a huge number of the children born to believing parents will not trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.
At the end of the Millennium this group will rise up and follow Satan as seen in Revelation 20 and they like those who attack Jerusalem in the Tribulation period will be killed by God. The sin of unbelief is the only unforgivable sin.
DOCTRINES

SIN – UNPARDONABLE SIN

1. DEFINITION. This is the sin for which Christ did not die on the cross, and is the only basis for condemnation before the Lord at the last judgement.

It is the sin of volition of total and final rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. John 3 : 18, 36.

2. Rejection of the Lord is called "sin" in Scripture.  John 16:9.

3. It is based upon rejection of the ministry of the Holy Spirit within. Genesis 6:3, John 16:7-11,  Hebrews 10:29.

4. Those who have committed this sin believe the Bible message of salvation is foolishness. 1 Corinthians 1:18, 2:14.

5. Synonyms for the unpardonable sin are:

Wilful sin - Hebrews 10:26-31

Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit - Matthew 12:31

Resisting the Holy Spirit - Acts 7:51

Insulting the Holy Spirit - Hebrews 10:29

6. This sin is characterised by "strong delusion", and has its own path of false religion/evil. 2 Thessalonians 2:11,12,  2 Peter 2:19 -22,  Romans 1:22-32.

ZECHARIAH 14:20-21

20  In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the pots in the LORD's house shall be like the bowls before the altar. 21  Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the LORD of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hosts.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

20  In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the pots in the LORD's house shall be like the bowls before the altar. 21  Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the LORD of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hosts.

In that day there will be great holiness and blessing. The public life is represented by bells on the horses, the spiritual life by the cooking pots or bowls in the Temple. The whole area of concentration for the Millennium will be the Lord Jesus Christ. The word seethe means to roast or boil.

The Canaanite was always seen as ungodly or ceremonially unclean. In the Temple in the Millennium unlike on many other occasions in history there shall not be uncleanness in the Temple.

APPLICATION

The reign of the Lord Jesus Christ is going to provide both spiritual and physical prosperity. There will be no more religion or Satanic deceit because the object of all worship will be on the earth and the source of deceit will be incarcerated in hell.

In addition the worship in the Temple will be pure and without any defilement. The environment will be absolutely perfect.

DOCTRINES

KINGDOM

1. The Kingdom of Heaven is distinguished from the Kingdom of God.

a) Kingdom of Heaven

i) The Kingdom of Heaven will be the visible future Kingdom of the Lord on the earth. (Luke 1:31-33)

ii) Entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven, includes those physically alive going into the Millennium. (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, 47-50)

b) Kingdom of God

i) The Kingdom of God is spiritual (John 3:3, Romans 14:17, Luke 17:20) 

ii) Entrance into the Kingdom of God is through regeneration. (John 3:3-7)

iii) The Kingdom of God covers the divine authority over all creation for all time. (Luke 13:28, 29, Hebrews 12:22, 23)

2. The King was born as prophesied of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14 cf Matthew 1:18-25) and in Bethlehem. (Micah 5:2 cf Matthew 2:1)

3. The Kingdom was announced as at hand (Matthew 4:17) but was rejected by the Jews both from a moral (Matthew 11:20) and official viewpoint (Matthew 21:42-43). As a result the King was crowned with thorns.

4. Afterwards He announced His purpose to build His church. (Matthew 16:18) 

5. The mysteries of the Church and the Kingdom of Heaven were seen as concurrent - they both refer to the spiritual kingdom. (Ephesians 3:9-11)

6. When He returns at the second advent, the Lord Jesus Christ will establish the Kingdom for 1000 years before eternity resumes. (Matthew 24:27-30, Luke 1:31-33, Acts 15:14-17, Revelation 20:1-10)

7. At the end of the Millennium, Jesus Christ will deliver up the Kingdom to the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24-28)

8. The eternal throne is of God and the Lamb. (Revelation 22:1)
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