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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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The Book of Zephaniah

INTRODUCTION

AUTHOR

The prophet Zephaniah was possibly of the line of David and the royal family of Solomon’s sons, if we take the name Hizkiah (Hezekiah) in 1:1 as referring to the king of Judah at the times of Isaiah. This would make King Hezekiah his great-great-grandfather.  We do not know his relationship to the last evil kings, Manasseh and Amon, but he may begin to speak in the days of Amon and serves in the early years of Josiah’s infancy and teenage years.  He is possibly the spiritual mentor of Josiah and possibly of the prophet Jeremiah as a teenager also.
He was a contemporary of Jeremiah the prophet (cf. Jeremiah 1:2), and of Habakkuk. They were the last three voices who prophesied during the reign of the last good king Josiah (640-609 B.C.) and in the years afterwards as the nation of Judah moves steadily towards the Babylonian Captivity.  They move in this direction under divine discipline due to their persistent and repeated sinfulness.  2 Chronicles 36:14-16.
His name, Zephaniah, means ‘hidden or guarded by the Lord’. This could be alluding to the faith of his parents during the evil reign of Manasseh at the time he was born. (cf. 2 Kings 21:16, Hebrews 11.)  They named him as a reminder of God’s grace and provision in the midst of evil days.  Manasseh was saved at the end of his reign, but he had laid the seeds of evil so deeply in the nation that there was not a significant revival in his last days and his son followed him in evil rather than salvation and died under judgment.  2 Kings 21:1-26, 2 Chronicles 33:1-25.  

Manasseh’s salvation is described in verses 12-17, of the Chronicles 33 passage, but the writer sadly notes that the people continued their compromised faith and mixed idolatry with truth.  It was this mixing of truth and falsehood that would kill the nation’s spiritual life.  The people of Judah used the temple of Solomon as their “good luck charm”, and believed that while they worshipped there each week that they could do anything through the week.  Jeremiah 7:1-5.  They had what I have referred to as a “lucky rabbit’s foot” type of religion, and as I note to my students, “If it wasn’t lucky for the rabbit it wont be anything but a curse for you”!
The paganism that infected the nation was a synchronistic religion that combined fertility cult worship with temple worship, and so was compromised and the Lord had made it clear to Moses that he would not put up with such things.  Exodus 20:1-5.  These people would bake their little offering cakes for the “queen of heaven”, the fertility goddess Astarte and worship at her statue in their homes and at that of the fertility god Baal.  These “gods” were actually backed by demons, for all paganism is demonism!  Leviticus 17:7,  Deuteronomy 32:17, Jeremiah 7:18, 44:17-25.
BACKGROUND

Zephaniah was one of the last groups of prophets to prophesy in Judah before the nation fell to the Babylonian invaders with the loss of up to 95% of the population.   The carnage in the land is terrible indeed and the suffering immense of his people, but it is all caused by their half hearted revival, and their failure to follow through on Josiah’s reforms and reform their hearts and be devoted to God.

It is estimated by most commentators that the period of his public ministry was 636-623 BC, and so it may be that he is the first of the three last prophetic voices to the nation, with Jeremiah beginning his ministry afterwards (around 620BC), and Habakkuk coming just before the first and second invasions of the land.   There is great apostasy at the time of his writing, but we cannot deduce from this alone that he writes before Josiah’s reforms of 621 B.C. (cf. 2 Kings 23:4ff), for these reforms were sadly only “skin deep”. They were soon forgotten and cast aside for the paganism the people actually preferred.  The people of Judah will be judged because they prefer compromise to truth and their judgment was to be total, exactly as Moses had warned them it would be.  Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 27-32.
OUTLINE

The book can be divided into three sections after the introduction in verse one.

1:1 Identity of the writer and circumstances of writing

1:2-2:3 Announcement of the “Day of the Lord” – the day of judgment for them, and for a later time.

1:2,3 

It is universal


1:4-13 

As it centres on Jerusalem


1:14-18 

It is imminent


2:1-3 

Hope is extended for repentance

2:4-3:8 Description of the “Day of the Lord”

2:4-15 

Impending on the nations


3:1-8 

Impending on Jerusalem

3:9-20 Restoration from the Lord Promised to his people when they repent

3:9-13 

For Jerusalem


3:14-20

For Israel

KEY VERSES

1:14
 The great day of the LORD is near…a coming day is announced

1:15
 That day is a day of wrath…the nature of the day

1:17
 And I will bring distress upon men…because they have sinned against the LORD…the reason - sin

2:3 
Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth…it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD’s anger…hope held out for the penitent

3:9 
For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD to serve him with one consent…purified hearts produce sanctified words and desires
3:17
The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, 
he will joy over thee with singing…the LORD rejoices over his people (the outcome for believers in all generations)

KEY WORDS AND PHRASES

The phrase “Day of the LORD” occurs 12 times as:-

announcing the Day of the LORD (1:7) 

in terms of sacrifice (1:8); punishment (1:9); 

of crying, howling and crashing (1:10); 

as a great day; a hasting day; as the voice of the LORD (1:14); 

of wrath; trouble and distress; wasteness and desolation; 

darkness and gloominess; clouds and thick darkness (1:15); 

of trumpet and alarm (1:16); of the LORD’s wrath (1:18); 

of the LORD’s anger (2:2,3);

For those who “wait upon The Lord” it becomes a day when the LORD 

rises “up to the prey” (3:8) and delivers
and a day without fear (3:16) for it is replaced by faith-rest
KEY WORDS

Consume


suph

come to an end (1:2,3)

Sacrifice



zebach

a slaughtering (1:7,8)

Wrath



ebrah

overflow, fury (1:15,18)

Desolation


mezuqah
distress (1:15)

Seek



(baqshu)

seek earnestly pl (2:3)

The Lord in the midst

(beqirbah)
in her midst (3:5)





(beqirbek)
in your midst fem. (3:15)





(beqirbek)
in your midst fem. (3:17)

MESSAGE OF THE BOOK

1.
The message of the book is that sin inevitably leads to judgment even though it may be delayed and grace may be given for many years.   There is a day when judgment always will fall upon those who persist in evil.
2.
The nation of Judah had witnessed the fate of its sister nation, the northern kingdom of Israel, which had been taken captive in 721 BC, some 100 years previously.  They should not have become lulled into a sense of complacency assuming that as God’s chosen people they was secure, for their grand-parents had seen their northern neighbours, and fellow sons of Jacob, all go into captivity and not return.

3.
God’s judgments are always just and fair, and all believers who persist in sinfulness are disciplined in their private lives.  Hebrews 12:1-12.   When warnings are continually ignored by the impenitent, there is only one result – removal from the place of blessing initially, and then from the earth itself under the “SIN UNTO DEATH”.

4.
While the book of Zephaniah is warning of a soon coming wrath upon Judah, it also predicts another time of wrath that will finally pave the way for Messiah’s glorious kingdom when His people will be restored in peace.  This pattern of a near and distant prophecy written in close proximity is not uncommon in the Old Testament canon.

5.
Revival is often temporary, and unless it is followed up by a thorough feeding upon the Word of God by God’s people, that nation/group will see moral and spiritual decline again.  A godly ruler, such as Josiah, can be an influence for good, but at best it is for a time only.   He was followed by three foolish and evil kings, and they reject the words of the prophets sent to warn them.

6.
Although there were reforms introduced by Josiah, they did not stop the slide, which eventually resulted in Judah’s judgment and captivity.  Zephaniah illustrates, as do his contemporaries, both sides of God’s dealings with men. To those who harden their hearts - wrath. For those who humble themselves - loving kindness.    2 Peter 3:9.
APPLICATION

1.
We are morally responsible for our conduct and God has ordained the institution of human government to keep law and order. However, if any government or authority is corrupt then that nation will inevitably go into decline.   Let us pray for our national rulers that they might maintain moral and legal standards.  Proverbs 24:21-22, Romans 13:1-5.
2.
God’s judgment upon any nation begins at the house of God, that is, with his people, He judges first his nation Israel, the northern kingdom, which had a succession of wicked kings and then Judah.  So today, if the nation decays the churches will be judged first for their failure of witness and prayer.  Let us be rebuked by the spiritual apostasy of our nations and pray more vigorously for our people.  John 16:8-11. 
3.
Ignorance of God’s word inevitably stunts spiritual growth, and walking away from systematic Bible teaching in churches destroys them.   Believers cannot reach their full spiritual potential for their sojourn on earth (which is preparation for glory and rewards) unless they grow spiritually strong in the Word of Truth.   2 Peter 3:18.   Rewards signify God’s work in us and through us therefore they glorify Him.   Let us allow the Holy Spirit to work his best through us and so win eternal rewards and achieve temporal results for the glory of the Lord in time and eternity.
DOCTRINES

GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS
1. Divine Institutions is the name given by the Reformists to the Biblical building blocks, which are absolutely necessary for the efficient working and stability of the human race.  They are applicable for both believer and unbeliever alike.

2. There are four divine institutions:-

a) Free Will
(Genesis 2: 16-17; John 7:17)

b) Marriage
(Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:5-6)

c) Family
(Genesis 2:24, 4:1; Psalm 68:6; Ephesians 6:1-4)

d) National Governments
  (Genesis 9:6, 11:9; Romans 13:1-7)

3. Within the four are principles ordained by God for the protection, orderly function, survival and blessing of the human race.

4. Satanic attack on the things that God holds sacred is evil.  Anything that attacks, or violates the four “divine institutions” is evil: -

a) All violation of the free will of human beings is evil doing.

b) All violation of marriage is evil doing. Adultery and all forms of promiscuity, pornography, or other perversions (child abuse, etc), is evil doing.

c) All attacks on the sacredness of the family are evil doing. Child abuse comes into all three categories as one of the great evils.

d) All attacks upon the integrity of the nation state are evil, for God has established the nations as his way to limit evil and enhance opportunities to spread the gospel, reversing the curse of the tower of Babel.

5. Every divine institution is dependent for its function on the previous institutions: nations depend on families, families depend on marriage, marriage depends on freedom.

6. Believers are not to be known for attacking these four divine institutions; we are to be known as people who respect them and uphold them at all times.

GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FREE WILL
1.  Free will is the responsibility before God to choose a course of action.

2.  God gave Adam choice in the garden (Genesis 2:16-17).

3.  Free will exists in both believer and unbeliever (John 7:17).

4.  In Christianity free will cannot be coerced - it is a matter of obedience (2 Corinthians 5:10).

5.  Man is responsible for his actions, and must give an account to God (Revelation 20:11-15).

6.  Because man is subject to judgment there is an age at which children become accountable before God for their actions.

7.  Three problems which the Bible solves regarding free will:

a)  What about babies who die before they hear the gospel or those who are mentally not able to decide?

Solution - (2 Samuel 12:18) where a child born to David and Bathsheba dies on the 7th day, the day before circumcision which would have brought the child into a covenant relationship.  David says that he will go to be with the child indicating the child has been automatically saved without a covenant requirement. 

b) What about the physical damage which hinders the person causing a restriction of free will?

Solution - (John 9:1-7) where a man blind from birth is healed. Jesus did not bypass the free will but made up for the blindness. He breaks down the barriers for a person to do God's will but the free will of the person is not manipulated. 

c) What about spiritual damage to free will?

Solution - (Genesis 3:8) where after the fall God sought out Adam and Eve in the garden where they had hidden from him.  God will seek out all men and give them the opportunity of salvation.

8.  It is possible to harden your heart that it becomes impossible to believe or repent.  Examples in Scripture:

a) the Amorites and Canaanites of Joshua's day (Genesis 15:16)

b) the Pharaoh of the Exodus (Exodus 7- 11)

c) those who choose to worship the creation rather than the Creator (Romans 1:1-32)

d) those who accept the mark of the beast (Revelation 13:8)

e) the reaction of unbelievers at the Second Advent (Revelation 6:16).

9.  The person who desires to know God will find Him (John 7:17).

10.  If God is truly sovereign how can man have genuine free choice? 

In eternity past, God foreknew every decision and event which would occur in all creation.  He worked all things to work together to achieve His sovereign purpose. God uses His sovereign will as planner and creator, man uses his free will as a part of the creation.  

a) Paul as a prisoner on a ship bound for Rome predicts, having received advice from the angel of God, that there will be no loss of life but the ship will become a wreck.  The guarantee is a sovereign guarantee and therefore absolute.  Paul however tells the soldiers that they must stay on the boat to be saved.  They do and they are saved. Sovereign decrees by God therefore contain free will decisions by man (Acts 27).

b) The sovereign decree is that all things work together for good towards the goal of predestination and eventual glorification.  We have a guarantee that we will be in heaven.  Yet we continually make free will decisions in the process (Romans 8:28).

c) Daniel understood the time of "desolations" as seventy years as prophesied by Jeremiah and knew that it would end on time.  He now seeks by supplication with sackcloth and ashes forgiveness for Israel's sin on the basis that no discipline is going to be removed without the sin having been forgiven (Daniel 9:2).

11.  Free will can never be neutral - you are either obedient or disobedient to God (Isaiah 55:7-9).

GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – MARRIAGE 
1.  Man and angels have personality but only men and animals have "nephesh" and experience physical death. Angels do not die because they are spirits.

2.  Marriage requires both personality and life, therefore it is only applicable to man. There is no marriage in the angelic realm (Matthew 22:30).

3.  Definition:- the personal relationship between a male and female member of the human race which typifies the saving relationship between Christ and believers.

4.  God's instruction - "Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish and the fowl and every living thing". This shows that man should subdue and have dominion over the animal kingdom. 

5.  If God was a solitary personality there would be no divine example of relationships, however with the three personalities in the Godhead relationships are demonstrated. He is a personal God and we can therefore have a relationship with him.

6.  Marriage typifies the relationship between Christ and the church:

a) in the form of grace and faith (Ephesians 5:22), the word submit meaning to fall into line to the law of God which the carnal mind cannot do (Romans 8:7; 10:3).

b) you submit yourself by an act of freewill.

c) a family can strain marriage relationships if they are not submissive (Romans 13:1,5).

7.  Grace is typified by the male and faith by the female. If this pattern is not adhered to it results in misery and suffering.

8.  Grace and the man:

a) the man is in the role of an initiator

b) the man provides information to which the woman can respond but must not coerce her free will

c) the man has to show his character to the woman

d) the man has to be patient, a form of grace.

9.  Faith and the woman:

a) the woman is in the role of a responder

b) the woman makes the choice of her free will

c) she is the one who uses faith

d) the woman needs time to grow.

10.  Glory revealed:

a) The glory of God is shown in the man in the form of a changed life through regeneration.

b) The glory of the man is shown in the woman by changes in the woman. 

11.  Compatibility:

a) The important area of compatibility is that in the spiritual realm as one can be psychologically compatible with many people.

b) Spiritual compatibility is indicated by the phrase "one flesh" and is a picture of the union of Christ and the church.

12.  Satan will attempt to blur the differences between man and woman and cause role reversals. The degree to which this occurs reflects the level of decadence in a society.

13.  Legitimate reasons for the termination of marriage:

a) the death of one of the partners

b) the desertion of a believer by an unbelieving spouse where one of the two partners has become a Christian after marriage (1 Corinthians 7:10-16)

c) inappropriate marriage partners such as close relations as specified in (Leviticus 18)

d) adultery or fornication as this causes the destruction of the one flesh principle by forming another one flesh (Matthew 5:32; 19:9).

GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FAMILY 
1. God instituted families and marriage from the start of mankind on earth (Genesis 2:24).

2. Marriage was to be monogamous (Genesis 2:24). They are classified as 'one flesh'. They must leave mother and father and set up their own house (Genesis 2:24; Ephesians 5:31; Matthew 19:4-5).

3. Adultery or breakdown of marriage was so serious a matter that it was included in the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:14).

4. The husband is the head of the family (Genesis 3:16).

a) He should be willing to die for her (Ephesians 5:22-23).

b) He provides for his family (Genesis 3:19; 1 Timothy 5:8).

c) He should rear the children in the fear of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4; Deuteronomy 6:6,7).

d) He should not provoke his children (Colossians 3:21).

5. Wives are subject to their husbands (Genesis 3:16; Ephesians 5:22,23. 1 Peter 3:1-6).

a) She has the place of honour in the home (1 Peter 3:7).

b) She has a deep desire for her husband (Genesis 3:16).

6. Children should be obedient to both parents (Ephesians 6:1-3; Proverbs 22:15; 23:13).

a) They must honour (Ephesians 6:2; 1 Timothy 5:4; John 19:26).

b) If they honour their father and mother they will have long lives (Exodus 20:12).

7. Three ways in which normal family life parallels the relationship that God the Father has with "The Christ"

a) It is grounded from one head - (1 Corinthians 15:45-50).

i) In the garden of Eden Adam was created first and Eve was taken from Adam's side. Eve had to be taken from Adam.  The second Adam was Jesus Christ and out of Him will come a new spiritual race. 

ii) I am my father's child because I have received from him his image. Similarly when we are born again we receive the image of God.

b) The family is subject to discipline - (Hebrews 12:3-15)

i) It is important to train your children to live righteously. 

ii) God's discipline trains us to walk in His will, in the place of blessing.

iii) The child must learn wisdom from the parents. (Exodus 12:24-28, Deuteronomy 6:6-25, Joshua 4:5-8) God is wisdom.

c) The parents are responsible for their family's conduct, morally and legally.  Our witness reflects on God.

8. In a survey in the U.S.A. eight reasons were given as to why the family unit was being weakened in that country.

a) The rise of promiscuity.

b) Transfer of the protection of the family from the head of the family to the State.

c) Transfer of the education of the child from the parents.

d) Movement of family recreation from the family to outside including television.

e) Transfer of the place of production from the home to the factory.

f) The use of aged accommodation for senior members of the family rather than them staying in the home.

g) The loss of traditional homemaking skills and the rise of the supermarket society.

h) Transfer of religious instruction from the home to outside. 

NATIONS AND RACES
1. God has set the geographical and historical boundaries for nations (Acts 17:26, Genesis 10:25; Deuteronomy 32:8).

2. All nations and races are descended from Noah's three sons Ham, Shem and Japheth (Genesis 9:19).

3. The nations were dispersed after the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:9).

4. Internationalism and one-worldism is therefore against the will of God (cf. Genesis 11:4,9).  Satan is attempting to 

unite the world as a counterfeit to the Millennium, when Christ will reign as King.

5. Nations are established by God to protect the freedoms and rights of people so that they may serve God peacefully 

(1Timothy 2:1-2).

6. The importance of free will - a government should not force people to accept or reject Christianity.

7. Freedoms in a nation are to be protected:

a) Externally by military forces

b) Internally by police forces and courts (Romans 13:4).  Capital punishment is an integral part of law enforcement (Genesis 9:6).

8. The effectiveness of believers within a nation determines its blessing or cursing (Deuteronomy 11:26-28, Genesis 18:17-33, Matthew 5:13).

9. When nations become evil, God must destroy them.  Examples include:

a) Amorites (Genesis 15:16, Deuteronomy 7:2)

b) Chaldea (Daniel 5).

10. Jews were forbidden to intermarry with other nations, so that the Jewish religion would not be defiled by heathen 

practices (Deuteronomy 7:1-3, Ezra 10:2,14)

a) Solomon's union with foreign women was evil (Nehemiah 13:23-27)

b) Abraham forbade Isaac to marry outside his people (Genesis 28:1)

c) Esau's marriage to Hittites brought grief (Genesis 26:34,35)

d) Moses' marriage to an Ethiopian caused trouble (Numbers 12:1).

11. The threefold split of humanity appears in the book of Acts as examples of salvation:

a) An Ethiopian (Hamitic) is saved in (Acts 10:1 -48)

b) Saul (Semitic) is saved in (Acts 9:1-16)

c) Cornelius (Japhetic) is saved in (Acts 10:1-48)

HEATHENISM AND GOD-CONSCIOUSNESS 

1. Three systems of human understanding:

a) Empiricism - understanding through experimentation and observation.

b) Rationalism - understanding through logic and reason

c) Faith - believes an established fact as the basis of reality.

2. Faith is the only means of understanding which does not rely on our own abilities - there is no earned merit in faith. Therefore, everybody, even a young child, is able to believe.

3. Faith is compatible with God and grace - God provides, we trust Him and accept. (Ephesians 2:8-10)

4. God-consciousness:  The existence of God:

a) Religious

i) God must exist because man universally believes in his existence.

ii) In this case the human mind establishes faith as the criteria for reality.

iii) Men do seek after God. (Psalm 42:1-2, Acts 17:27)

b) Moral

i) Man possesses a conscience with the urge to choose right over wrong.

ii) Human recognition of virtue and truth. The ultimate virtue - God.

c) Rational

i) The human mind possesses the idea of a Perfect and Absolute Being, therefore such a being must exist.

ii) In this case, the mind uses rationalism for reality.

d) Design

i) Structure of the universe demands a designer (Romans 1:19,20)

ii) In this case empiricism is the criteria for reality.

e) Cause and Effect

i) The law of cause and effect demands the existence of God.

ii) This is process of rationalism plus logic.

5. The reaction to God-consciousness:

a) When man becomes conscious of God he then exercises his freewill.

b) Acceptance - desire to know God and have fellowship with God.

c) Rebellion - no interest in fellowship with God. 

d) Once a person reaches God-consciousness and has no desire for fellowship with God, God has no further obligation to that individual.

e) In the case of acceptance, God is responsible to provide gospel information on which to be saved. (Jeremiah 29:13, John 7:17, Acts 17:27, Luke 11:9)

6. Heathenism:  What about the people who have apparently never heard the Gospel?

a) Application of Divine Character

i) Since God is perfect justice it is impossible for Him to be unfair to any member of the human race.

ii) God promises that every generation will be evangelised. (Isaiah 51:8b)

b) Application of Unlimited Atonement

i) Christ died for all members of the human race. (2 Corinthians 5:14,15,19, 1 Timothy 2:6. 4:10, Titus 2:11, Hebrews 2:9, 2 Peter 2:1, 1 John 2:2)

ii) Therefore obviously God desires salvation for everyone. (2 Peter 3:9)

c) Application of Divine Sovereignty

d) It is God's will that all members of the human race be saved. (2 Peter 3:9)

i) If people are not saved, it is because of their own rejection of Christ as Saviour, not because of God.

e) Application of the Principle of God-consciousness 

i) Human free will is tested in the two areas in which a decision must be made.

At the point of God-consciousness – Do I want a relationship with God?

At the point of gospel hearing – Do I want to be saved?

ii) If anyone desires relationship with God, God will reveal Himself to them (Jeremiah 29:13, John 7:17, John 4:9,10, Acts 17:27).

Man has the ability to arrive at God-consciousness through observing creation. (Romans 1:20, 21)

When a person reaches the point of God-consciousness, he becomes accountable to God. This age varies with cultures, languages and circumstances.

7. From the above it is obvious that any person can come to a saving knowledge of God.

ANGELS – DEMONS

1. Occult practices such as astrology, divination and spiritism are condemned by the scriptures (Leviticus 19:31; Deuteronomy 18:9-12).  This was punishable by death in Israel. (Leviticus 20:27)

2. Demonism has exercised much influence in history (Ezekiel 21:21, Daniel 10:13).  Evil is associated with the rule of demon possessed kings. (2 Kings 21:1-17)

3. The judgement of demons involved the destruction of demon possessed people and religious systems associated with idolatry (Isaiah 19:1-3, cf. Deuteronomy 7:5)

4. Many nations have been destroyed for demon practices.

a) Canaanites (Deuteronomy 18:9-12)

b) Babylonians (Isaiah 46:1-7, 47:1-15)

c) The judgement of Egypt's first born included the judgement of demons (Exodus 12:12)

5. The return of nations to the battle of Armageddon is by demon influence (Revelation 16:13-16).

6. Satan and the occult forces will be imprisoned during the Millennium (Isaiah 24:21-23; Revelation 20:1-3).

7. Demons are called "hairy ones" (Leviticus 17:7), destroyers (Deuteronomy 32:17) and demons.

8. Demons

a) seek to possess men or animals (Mark 5:1-13).

b) deceive man into false doctrines (1 Timothy 4:1).

c) believe and tremble (James 2:19).

d) speak both truth and lies (2 Chronicles 18:21; Acts 16:17-18).

9. Satan rules the demon world (Matthew 12:24-28).  Demons have a hierarchy (Daniel 10:12,13,20; Ephesians 6:12).

10. Sacrificing to idols is worship of demons (Deuteronomy 32:17, Psalm 106:36-38, 1 Corinthians 10:19-21).

11. The following activities can lead to demon possession (for the unbeliever) or demon influence (for the believer):

a) Submission to demons through idolatry (1 Corinthians 10:19-21) and occult practices such as mental telepathy, clairvoyance and spiritism (Deuteronomy 18:9-12).

b) Specific dedication of one's body to demons, such as the Hindu soma and shamanism.

c) Any practice in which you "lose control" of your mind and senses, such as drugs and alcohol (Galatians 5:20, the Greek word for "sorcery" is "pharmakeia"), meditation and trances, hypnotic rhythms in music and dance.

d) Sexual cults, such as the asherah (Judges 6:25-28, 2 Kings 21:3)

12. When people reject God, He may allow Satan and demons to administer discipline, even death (John 8:44, 1 Corinthians 5:5, 1 Timothy 3:6-7).

13. Demon influence can cause abnormal psychological behaviour, physical strength, sickness, etc (Mark 5:1-5, Job 2:6-8)

14. Jesus Christ has conquered all demon power (Matthew 10:8).

RELIGION

1. Satan's religion is a humanly acceptable one: no sin, no judgement, no Saviour and no Hell. Satan appears as an angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:13-19,26)

2. Many pastors in the churches are servants of Satan's policy, knowingly or unknowingly. (Isaiah 30:12, Jeremiah 2:8, 2 Peter 2:1-10)

3. Satan's strategy towards unbelievers is to keep them blinded to the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3-4, Colossians 2:8, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10)

4. Satan's strategy towards believers is:- 

a) To confuse by false teaching. (Matthew 7:15, Romans 16:18)

b) To appeal to pride. (2 Corinthians 10:12)

c) To promote idolatry. (Habakkuk 2:18,19)

d) To promote legalism. (1 Timothy 1:7-8)

5. Satan's policy calls for counterfeit faith:- 

a) Counterfeit gospel. (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

b) Counterfeit pastors. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

c) Counterfeit communion. (1 Corinthians 10:19-21)

d) Counterfeit doctrine. (2 Timothy 4:1)

e) Counterfeit righteousness. (Matthew 19:16-28)

f) Counterfeit way of life. (Matthew 23)

g) Counterfeit power. (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)

h) Counterfeit gods. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

ANGELS – SATAN’S COUNTERFEITS
1. Doctrine of Demons (1 Timothy 4:1)

2. Communion Table (1 Corinthians 10:20-21)

3. Ministers (2 Corinthians 11:12-15)

4. Gospel (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

5. Spirituality (Galatians 3:2-3)

6. Righteousness (Matthew 19:16-28)

7. Power (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)

8. Gods (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

9. Religions (Matthew 23)

ISRAEL – NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE

1. Leviticus 26 states the five cycles of discipline

If the people in the nation do not want to do things in God’s way God will hit them in five cycles of increasing discipline until He completely destroys the nation.

2. First cycle - v 14-17 - sickness, depression, economic problems, people losing their strength of character, lack of power in the nation.

3. Second cycle - v 18-20 - this is an intensified form of the first cycle with recession turning into depression, they become even less enthusiastic. 

4. Third cycle - v 21-22 - the situation further intensifies, psychological problems in the nation multiply, people behave like animals, the wild animals are prowling on the streets both physically and symbolically.  It was not safe to go out.  Here you have a breakdown in a nation with psychiatric problems and criminal problems.

5. Fourth cycle - v 23 - 26 - this is the invasion of your land with defeat with all the things that go with it, with food rationing, with privation.

6. Fifth cycle - v 27-39 - this shows nation collapse and the removal of the nation from the land.

7. The parallel passage in Deuteronomy 28 indicates that God deals with the nation that rejects his Word in a systematic way.

SIN – SIN UNTO DEATH

1. There is a sin unto death (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11:31,32)

2. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, where ultimate discipline is administered to the Christian due to unconfessed sin of a serious nature.

3. Confession of sin under the concept of I John 1:9 is the way to forgiveness.

4. Examples of sin unto death:-

(a)The Corinthian pervert - (1 Corinthians 5)

(b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's Table in an unworthy manner. (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

(c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)

(d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)

(e) Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11)

5. Whilst there is a sin unto death there is no condemnation to them in Christ Jesus - all believers (Romans 8:1).

6. The effect of the sin unto death is to reduce the time which a believer can spend on earth accumulating good of eternal worth.  The gold, silver and precious stones of 1 Corinthians 3:11-15.

CHAPTER ONE

Zephaniah 1:1-2

1   The word of the LORD which came unto Zephaniah the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hizkiah, in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah.

2   I will utterly consume all things from off the land, saith the LORD.

KEY WORDS
Utterly


awsaf

put altogether and take away
Consume

awsaf

doubled up verb = eat up/remove completely

From off


pawneh

from the face of (the land – ha eretz)

Saith


nee-oom

oracle of/statement of (the Lord – YHWH)
REFLECTION
Zephaniah may have been in active public ministry calling the people to revival for many years before the specific prophetic word came to him that is recorded here.  Moses had called the people to face the generational challenge of revival, and in both Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 27-32, he had called the people to face the issue of life and death in the spiritual realm and choose life!  Deuteronomy 30:19-20.   Moses had spoken of the captivity that would come upon disobedient Israel/Judah and his challenge to revival is made strongly in Deuteronomy, which records his last sermon to the Israelites before they crossed into the land.
Deuteronomy 30:1-6, 15-20

“1 And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind among all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath driven thee,

2 And shalt return unto the LORD thy God, and shalt obey his voice according to all that I command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul;

3 That then the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath scattered thee.

4 If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the LORD thy God gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee:

5 And the LORD thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers.

6 And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.

15 See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil;

16 In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it.

17 But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them;

18 I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess it.

19 I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:

20 That thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”

Zephaniah will build upon Moses words and may be preaching powerfully for ten to fifteen years before he writes all these words down, and it may even be many years before he has the specific visions recorded.  Jeremiah will preach for many years under Josiah also, and only under the last of the evil and foolish kings will his words be written down and powerfully and fully revealed for the people in Babylon to read also. Jeremiah 29:1ff, 36:2ff, 32, 45:1ff.  Every printed or recorded message has at least two points of impact in time, and for these words of Zephaniah there have been multiple points of impact, and in many ways his greatest audience, in the Great Tribulation period, is still to be blessed by his obedience.

Many pastor-teachers and prophets even today will minister for years before what they, or others, later see as their “great work” was revealed and accomplished.  This man is “waiting upon the Lord”, and he hears the Holy Spirit’s voice at the right time, with the right message, and he delivers it to the people.  We are to speak as the “oracles of God”, taking passages of the scripture and teaching them systematically as we are led by the Holy Spirit, and the Word will never return void.  Isaiah 55:11, 1 Peter 4:11. At times the Holy Spirit will move us in a new direction to the one we intended in our “preaching program”, with new power and renewed urgency, and like Zephaniah we are to be obedient and preach powerfully all that the Lord calls us to preach.  
2 Timothy 4:1-5

“1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.”
Psalm 102:25,26 
“Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens are the work of thy hands.

They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed.”  Also refer to 2 Peter 3:10-18.
Zephaniah tells us of his family, and in this ancestry his hearers in King Josiah’s day could check his pedigree and know his history.  It doesn't help us however as we cannot be sure of the actual people involved, as these are all common biblical names.  Being able to “cite our genealogy” is important even today, but it is no longer our natural one, but our spiritual ancestry that matters; we are adopted members of the Royal Family of Heaven, sons and daughters of God.  1 Peter 2:9-10.
The message of the Lord is a powerful and shocking one; it is the removal of all the majority of all people from the land, with their houses and their livestock.  The Lord bluntly tells the prophet that the land will be scrapped clean, just as Moses had warned, due to the total disobedience of the people.  The shock of this message, with so many preaching hope, and a spiritual revival about to break out, must have shocked the prophet to the core of his being.  He hopes for revival, he prays for revival, and he may live to see one begin under Josiah, but even before it starts he is tasked with the solemn duty to warn the people that it will not be enough, it will not save them from the fifth cycle of divine discipline.  
Prophets inevitably have “bad news”, for the preacher of the scriptures has the good news of salvation.  The prophet is there to warn of the serious consequences of sinfulness, and counsel revival, and seriously urge repentance.   The Old Testament prophet had a word above and beyond the scriptures as they had been revealed to that date, and they were meant to shock and challenge, and to stand their ground when the people preferred the pleasant lies of the false prophets, who always preached hope, good news and joy to come. Jeremiah 14:14, 23:14-32, Ezekiel 13:8-22. 

Zephaniah, like the psalmist, has “joy to come”, but it is in heaven; sadly for this generation it will be slavery or death while they are on the earth.   He is told strongly that this message is the oracle of God, and will not be broken or falsified – the pitifully small remnant of the nation will go into captivity, but over 95% of those hearing the prophet will die. 
APPLICATION
1.
Our genealogy is changed forever in Christ Jesus, who has become our Saviour and Lord and in whose family we now belong forever.  Praise Him for his grace gift.
2.
Prophetic words, when legitimate, are always warnings to repent, change direction, or respond differently.  They are serious things to receive, and few have them, for few prophets have been needed through history.  God’s prophetic voices are Holy Spirit anointed men and women, and they have a serious role, with great need for spiritual power.  Let us praise God for the obedience of the great biblical prophets, and let us commit to heeding the Word of God daily, so that we receive blessing rather than warning.
DOCTRINES
PROPHECY AND PROPHET

1. The gift of prophecy and the office of the prophet are distinguished in scripture.  In the Old Testament there were those who had the office of prophet, and served in an official capacity within the worship system of Israel but there were also those who at times were given the gift of prophecy to give a special prophecy even though they were not full time prophets.  Elijah was a man with the office and the gift, where-as David had the gift at times but not the office.

2. The roles of the person with the office of prophet were many and varied: 

a) Aaron was a preacher (Exodus 7:1).

b) In Nehemiah's time the prophet-preacher had a role to exegete the Word of God clearly so that the people would know the truth (Nehemiah 6:7, Hosea 6:5). 

c) As revivalists they were to call people to repentance (Judges 6:7-12, Zechariah 7:7-12).

d) They were to oppose apostasy so that those who were likely to be misled by a false teacher would have no excuse (1 Kings 18:36-39, 40, 2 Chronicles 25:15,  Ezekiel 2:5, 2 Kings 20:11).

e) They were encouragers of the people (Ezra 5:2). 

f) They were sometimes song/worship leaders for the people (1 Samuel 10:5).

g) They led in prayer at worship (2 Chronicles 32:20).

h) They were the advisors to the kings and they were associated with coronations (1Samuel 10:1, 1Kings 11:28, 29, 2 Kings 9:1-6, 2 Chronicles 12:5,    2 Chronicles 12:6,  15:2-7).

i) They were spiritual advisors or seers for the kings; they "saw" the immediate future and so were able to advise the kings of the right decisions (1 Samuel 9:9, 2 Samuel 24:11, 1 Chronicles 21:9, 24:29,  2 Chronicles 19:2, 33: 18, 2 Kings 17:13,  Isaiah 29:10). 

j) They were fore-tellers of significant future events (2 Samuel 7:5-16,  Amos  9:11, Isaiah 9:6,7, Isaiah 53, Ezekiel 34:22ff, Micah 5:2,  Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 13:8, Joel, Zechariah 14) and many more.  

k) God intended them to be the shepherds and vine-dressers of the nation.  As such they were to be the type of Christ, who is referred to in the Old Testament as "the   great prophet" (Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Zechariah 13:5-6,  Matthew 21:11 ,  Luke 7:16,  8: 18-20, 24:19, 23-26, John 7:40,41).

3. There was no "set" formula for the prophets to follow, but certain things were established as "tests" for the people to be sure the prophet was genuine.

a) The prophet had to have a spiritual life witness that was like Moses (Deuteronomy  34:10 - 12).

b) God spoke to the prophets by dreams and visions.  God spoke to Moses face to face but he was an exception (Numbers 12:6-7). 

c) The prophet had to be totally confident of his message, as he was judged by God if there was any falsehood in it (1 Kings 22:13, 14, 2 Kings 5:8). 

d) There were to be no secret prophecies, everything was to be open and clear, so that all the people might be warned of God (Jeremiah 23:25-29).

e) The prophet had to be specific in his message and had to be obeyed literally (2 Kings 5:10-19, note especially verse 13).

4. There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day (Jeremiah 2:8,  Ezekiel 13:1-23).  Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about (Matthew 7:15 - 23). NOTE THE LORD'S WORDS here in that the personal walk of the prophet is to be paid attention to. No spiritual fruit in their life = no truth in their words. God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgement upon them, so that believers are always presented with an obedience test, to see whether we will obey the scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgement.  False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching.  Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil (Hosea 4:5, 6,  9:7, 8).

5. Tests that believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy:

a) The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God (Jeremiah 23:33-36, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 1 Corinthians 14:32). 

b) The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God (Deuteronomy 13:1- 5). 

c) The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested (Deuteronomy 18:20-22,  Jeremiah 28:9).

d) Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false (Jeremiah 8:10). 

e) Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false (Micah 2:11).

f) Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife,.....etc in their life , they were false! (Jeremiah 23:11).

g) God's prophets were generally men alone, not in groups (1 Kings 22:5-8, 18:22).

h) Does the prophecy accord with scripture? (1 Corinthians 14:37, 38,  2 Kings 23:2).

CHRISTIAN LIFE – ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD

1. Definition.

All believers of the Church Age belong to a unique system of royalty.  Revelation 1:6. This royalty is based on spiritual principles of Bible doctrine. While regeneration has occurred in every generation since the beginning of time, it is only the believers of the Church Age who form this eternal nobility.

2. Basis of royalty in the Church Age.

a.) The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the basis of royalty.  Acts 1:5; Romans 6:3,4 

b.) No believer before or after the Church Age receives at salvation the baptism of the Holy Spirit; it is peculiar to this Age of history. Colossians 1:25,26

c.) In every dispensation, the believer is regenerated by the Holy Spirit at the moment he believes in Christ; but in the Church Age the Holy Spirit  also baptises the believer into the Body of Christ. I Corinthians 12:13

3. Precedent for Royalty.

a.) The order or battalion of Melchizedek provides both the pattern and precedent. Hebrews  5:6,10

b.) However, Melchizedek acquired his royalty by becoming king of Salem, while Jesus Christ was born Royalty in the line of David. Matthew 1

c.) Through the baptism of the Spirit, every believer is entered into union with Christ; hence, believers are known as the Body of Christ.  Colossians 1:18

d.) As a member of the Body of Christ, every believer of the Church Age is eternally and personally related to the King of kings. Galatians 3:26-29

e.) When the Body of Christ is completed, the Church Age terminates with the resurrection or the Rapture, at which time the Body of Christ becomes the Bride of Christ.  Matthew 25:1-13; I Thessalonians 4:16-18

f.) During the Tribulation, the Bride is prepared for, "Operation Footstool", the second phase of Christ's strategic victory, when all enemies are put under His feet.  Heb 1:13

4. Sign of Royalty.

a.) The sign of royalty is the unprecedented universal indwelling, of the Holy Spirit. I Corinthians 6:19-20

b.) The purpose of this indwelling is to glorify Jesus Christ. John 7:37-39

5. Security of Royalty.

a.) The sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit guarantees the eternal security of the believer. Ephesians 1:13,14

b.) Positional sanctification places every believer in the "palace" (heaven) forever.  Ephesians  1:3,4,11

6. Function of Royalty

a.) The believer must advance toward the objective of spiritual maturity, at which time he receives the  accoutrements of royalty as well as the tactical victory of the angelic conflict. 

b.) The believer fulfils the status of royalty in the modus operandi of the new priesthood. Hebrews 7-13

7. Future of Royalty.

As members of the Body of Christ and the Royal Priesthood (I Peter 2:9) all  Church Age believers will return with Christ at the Second Advent to participate in the strategic victory of the overthrow of Satan and the  Millennial reign of Christ. I Thessalonians 3:13; Revelation 5:10

Zephaniah 1:3
3   I will consume man and beast; I will consume the fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of the sea, and the stumbling blocks with the wicked: and I will cut off man from off the land, saith the LORD.

KEY WORDS
Consume

awsaf

eat up/consume/take/snatch away all of…..
Stumbling blocks

mak-shey-law
the stumbling blocks to behaviour, enticements to sin/evil…

Wicked


rawshaw

wicked, the wrong/guilty ones, evil, ungodly.

Cut off


kawrath

surgically remove, cut asunder/separate the flesh. 

REFLECTION
The word used here will be repeated again and again through the book.  The Lord will “consume” all living things from the land, and all things that can burn will burn and be “consumed”.   We can make a biblical play on words today in our modern time of “consumerism”, for this is one of the points the Lord is making to these people.  They have been consuming things to satisfy their lusts, and all that they have been using to distract themselves from spiritual realities and been consuming will be consumed!  Romans 1:18-32, 2 Timothy 2:22, James 4:1-3, 1 Peter 2:11. 
The judgment will be thorough, with the animals taken by the enemy, the fish in the Sea of Galilee taken by the enemy, and the birds of the air taken by the enemy, and finally the people killed or taken by the enemy.  The land will be made a wasteland.  The people have set up “stumbling blocks” of evil and materialism in their lives and their cities have centred round the enjoyment of things.  Pleasure has been their god and they have ignored the spiritual realities of their situation, but that will all be over when they face the enemy.  They will be judged and judged fully and finally. 

Ezekiel 7:19 “They shall cast their silver in the streets…their silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the LORD: they shall not satisfy their souls… because it is the stumbling block of their iniquity.” 

Ezekiel 14:3,4,7  
“3  Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumbling block of their iniquity before their face: should I be inquired of at all by them?  4 Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; I the LORD will answer him that cometh according to the multitude of his idols;  7 For every one of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that sojourneth in Israel, which separateth himself from me, and setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to a prophet to inquire of him concerning me; I the LORD will answer him by myself:” 
APPLICATION
1.
What are the “stumbling blocks” to your own witness and ministry today?  What is used by the enemy to separate you from working more fully for the Lord?  What separates you from the available energy that should go into spiritual activities?  Eliminate these things and focus all your available energy on the Lord’s work, for his work alone has eternal significance for you.  We must work to live and pay our bills, but having fulfilled that responsibility let us be careful of the time we have, and use it for the Lord.  1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, 2 Thessalonians 3:5-10.
2.
When the Lord judges the Lord truly judges.  Let us strip away anything that slows us down in our service so that the Lord does not have to judge those things and eliminate them himself.  2 Timothy 2:1-7.  Let us cut down on the divine discipline we receive by obedient and “stripped down” service, like the soldiers, athletes and servants we are called to be.
DOCTRINE

RELIGION   See page 10
Zephaniah 1:4
4   I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place, and the name of the Chemarims with the priests;

KEY WORDS
Stretch out

nawtaw

stretch out, spread out, bend outwards…
Cut off


kawrath

separate pieces of flesh from each other.


Remnant

shawar

the remainder, the last survivors of, remnant.

Chemarim

karmawr

idolatrous, ascetic pagan priests (pl)
REFLECTION
When a king stood up and stretched out his hand it was to pardon or judge the people standing before him.  None sat in the presence of the king, and all feared his hand moving in their direction, for once it did there was no coming back from what was said.  The prophet is told that the Lord has had enough of the sins of Jerusalem and the entire land of Judah.   The days of grace, since the times of Isaiah, are over.
The cause of the judgment is contained in these words before us here.  The people had been practising compromised religion, worshipping God one day and Baal and his consort Astarte another.   They had been attending to the priest of the temple one day and the “chemarims”, the pagan priests the next day.  God had told them from the beginning that he would not allow this to continue, but would judge it, and the Day of Judgment has come.  Exodus 20:1ff, Deuteronomy 30:15-20, 32:36-47.  
Hosea had tried to warn the people of the north for the same reasons, but they had refused, and sadly their southern cousins will also refuse.  Hosea had spoken about forty years (760 – 720 BC) before the judgment fell, and significantly Zephaniah is serving about forty years (736-597, then finally destruction is total in 586 BC) before the judgment falls this second time.

Hosea 10:5-13

“5 The inhabitants of Samaria shall fear because of the calves of Bethaven: for the people thereof shall mourn over it, and the priests thereof that rejoiced on it, for the glory thereof, because it is departed from it.

6 It shall be also carried unto Assyria for a present to king Jareb: Ephraim shall receive shame, and Israel shall be ashamed of his own counsel.

7 As for Samaria, her king is cut off as the foam upon the water.

8 The high places also of Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be destroyed: the thorn and the thistle shall come up on their altars; and they shall say to the mountains, Cover us; and to the hills, Fall on us.

9 O Israel, thou hast sinned from the days of Gibeah: there they stood: the battle in Gibeah against the children of iniquity did not overtake them.

10 It is in my desire that I should chastise them; and the people shall be gathered against them, when they shall bind themselves in their two furrows.

11 And Ephraim is as an heifer that is taught, and loveth to tread out the corn; but I passed over upon her fair neck: I will make Ephraim to ride; Judah shall plough, and Jacob shall break his clods.

12 Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.

13 Ye have ploughed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity; ye have eaten the fruit of lies: because thou didst trust in thy way, in the multitude of thy mighty men.”
APPLICATION
1.
God is gracious and always provides ample warning of judgment to come.  The challenge to God’s people is to respond to the truth rather than the whip!  Let us hear the Word of God today and be transformed by truth rather than chastened by discipline.
2.
As men reap, so they sow.  Let us warn our people that their careless sinfulness will reap a harvest of despair and self pity, but it can all be avoided by walking as they ought from the beginning.  The need is for honesty and truth on our part as preachers.  Let us meet that challenge.
DOCTRINE

IDOLATRY
1.
Idolatry is forbidden (Exodus 20:3,4,23; 23:24; Deuteronomy 4:28; 5:7; 6:14; 7:16; 8:19).

2.
In the Ten Commandments, the first commandment prohibits mental idolatry; the second commandment prohibits overt idolatry.

3.
Idolatry is spiritual adultery, an attack on the believer's love towards God (Jeremiah 3:8-10; Ezekiel 16:23-43; 23:24-30; Revelation 17:1-5).

4.
Idolatry of mind precedes idolatry of practice. Mental idolatry occurs before overt idolatry (Judges 2:10-13; Ezekiel 14:7).

5.
Idolatry occurs when the creation, rather than the Creator, is worshipped (Romans I:18-25).

6.
Demons function through idols and practices of idolatry (Zechariah 10:2).

7.
Idolatry is the devil's communion table (1 Corinthians 10:19-21).

8.
Idolatry is related to sexual sins under the phallic cult (Ezekiel 22:3-18; 23:37-49). Consequently idolatry has a adverse effect on both soul and body (1 Corinthians 6:9).

9.
Idolatry causes the national judgment of destruction and enslavement (Isaiah 2:8; 2:18-20; 21:9; 36:18-20; Jeremiah 2:27:30; 3:6-11; 7:17-20; 17:1-4; Ezekiel 6:4-6).

Zephaniah 1:5
5   And them that worship the host of heaven upon the housetops; and them that worship and that swear by the LORD, and that swear by Malcham(national idol/demon controlling the Ammonites);

KEY WORDS
Worship


shawkhaw
to prostrate, kneel down and touch the floor with the head.
Host of heaven

tsebawaw
the host of warriors for war, the mass of demonic forces.

Housetops

gawg

the roof top – the place for worship of the heavens.

Swear


shawbah
make a solemn declaration, swear and oath formally.

REFLECTION
The “host of heaven” was the phrase that summed up the worship of the sun, moon and stars by the pagan nature worshippers.  This involved very pleasant and lovely rituals that appeared harmless and family focused activities that ended in a feast to celebrate the creation of nature.  The believers who took part in this paganism referred to it in “biblical” terms, amplifying the worship of the creation, and therefore the creator.  They didn't get “intolerant” about the use of pagan deity names, for they acted as if this was “just another way of referring to God”.  They were 100% wrong, and so are we if we compromise with evil in any way at all.
God’s Word had been clear from the beginning about such things, and it condemned all such “accommodation” to paganism, for religion is the devil’s ace trump Card!  Satan has delighted in compromise paganism since the day he conned Cain into killing Abel, and ever since nature worship has been at the centre of the demonic pantheon.  Genesis 4:1ff.  God makes it clear from the beginning that you cannot have it both ways; either the Lord is God, or the demons are your gods!  Elijah made this crystal clear to the people of his day, and yet the southern kingdom has not learned from history and so they are doomed to repeat it!
1 Kings 18:21-39.

“21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.

22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men.

23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under:

24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken.

25 And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under.

26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made.

27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked.

28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them.

29 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded.

30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down.

31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name:

32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed.

33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood.

34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time.

35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water.

36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word.

37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again.

38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.

39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God.”

The people had been worshipping the gods of their enemies, and this was the equivalent of worshipping the demons who were behind their enemies. These pagan deities were not “other names for the one true God”, they were actually demons, serving Satan and seeking to destroy the people of God.  These foolish people were actually serving Satan himself by such compromises and they would not be forgiven that if they persisted.  Leviticus  17:7, Deuteronomy 32:17.

APPLICATION
1.
Jesus said, do not swear by things, but let your “yes” be yes, and your “no” be no.  Matthew 5:37.   Let us be people of truth, not people known for their “flexibility” in thinking.  We are called to proclaim the truth alone and so let us do it before the Lord.  
2.
There is no compromise with paganism.  Do not touch their “filthy things”, Jude 22-25, and have no fellowship with the devil’s table, just preach the Gospel message in truth without compromise at all.  Do not attend functions at pagan temples, do not fellowship at meals where pagan gods are honoured, but keep yourself pure and unspotted from all of Satan’s devices and be people who stand out in an increasingly dark world.  
DOCTRINE
ANGELS – DEMONS   See page 10
Zephaniah 1:6
6   And them that are turned back from the LORD; and those that have not sought the LORD, nor enquired for him.

KEY WORDS
Turned back

soog

backsliding away from truth, apostatise, retreat from truth. 
Sought 


bawquash
sought out, strived after…

Enquired

dawrash

trodden the path to discover, followed after, sought out…

REFLECTION
The topics of both Carnality and “backsliding” are the ones introduced by this verse.  The nation of Israel had been established on the rock that was Christ.  In and through the Mosaic Law which spoke of every aspect of the person and work of Jesus, the people had been taught the truth and the nation was established upon it.  Every festival and feast day spoke of the work and plan of Jesus, and the law was clear in its holy demands.  Jeremiah, like Zephaniah cries out to the “backsliding nation” asking them again and again to repent and return to the Lord.  Jeremiah 3:6-21, 8:5, 31:22, 49:4.
The great tragedy is that they had received so much, and yet they walked away from it all again and again in their history. Nehemiah 9:13-37.  They had turned their back on the truth repeatedly and been drawn back by prophets again and again, but this time there was no remedy, even though God sent three prophets directly to them in their last forty years in the land before the Exile.  The Lord’s grace is seen in that he did not give up even then, but sent Daniel and Ezekiel into Exile and they served their people there and brought in the great revival that was necessary.

The nation had “gone away backwards” away from truth into more and more error.  Isaiah 1:4-9, 28:13ff, Jeremiah 7:24, 15:6, Lamentations 1:8.   They had entered into carnality through sinfulness, and then compounded their backsliding by the evil of false religions and they stayed on that evil path until they were taken away from their land.   The call of the prophets is the call of all Bible teachers today still: “seek the Lord while he may be found!”  Isaiah 55:6, Jeremiah 29:14, Matthew 6:33, 7:7-23.  The order is a strong imperative, and requires strong action, not casual attendance at church!
APPLICATION
1.
Tread the path to the Bible teaching service believer, lest you forget the words of the Lord and fall yourself into carnality.  We are to feed upon the Word of God daily and drink deeply of the truth that will keep us safe.   Let us put all energy into feeding upon the Word whenever we can, for the day will come when it is too late to do so, for the crisis has come that needs application, not further learning.
2.
Backsliding remains a major problem for believers and encouraging us to leave the rock of Christ’s truth and wander off into the undergrowth of evil is always Satan’s trick!  Let us guard our steps and remain in the place we need to be.  
DOCTRINE

PAGAN TRADITIONS
The following have their roots in pagan or pre-Christian ritual which have been combined with Christianity and are condemned in the scriptures:

1.
The use of pictures in worship (Numbers 33:52; Exodus 20:4,5).

2.
The decking of images in gold, silver and precious stones (Deuteronomy 7:25; Ezekiel 16:17,18).

3.
Monks' tonsure (Leviticus 21:5).

4.
Pagan worship in high places (Deuteronomy 12:2,3).

5.
Green trees (Deuteronomy 12:2,3).

6.
Astronomical objects (Deuteronomy 17:3).

7.
Use of loose standing pillars (phallic symbols) (Deuteronomy 12:3).

8.
Communion with the dead (Isaiah 8:19; 1 Samuel 28:3,9; Deuteronomy 18:10,14).

9.
Calling their priests 'father' (Matthew 23:9; Judges 17:10; 18:19).

10.
Kissing of images (Hosea 13:2; 1 Kings 19:18).

11.
Burning of incense to idols (2 Kings 18:4).

12.
Image processions (Isaiah 46:5-7).

13.
Drink offerings of blood (Psalm 16:4; Acts 15:29).

14.
Repetitious prayers (Matthew 6:7).

Zephaniah 1:7
7   Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord GOD: for the day of the LORD is at hand: for the LORD hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests.

KEY WORDS
Hold your peace

hawsaw

keep silent, hold your tongue
At hand


kawrobe

is near, is about to happen at any time….

Prepared

koon

established, appointed, set aside for, prepared the details of…

Bid


kawdash

has sanctified and cleansed for priestly duty, 

REFLECTION
We are often too quick to speak in the Lord’s presence at church meetings, and we need to reflect upon the value of silence in our services, where we all just ‘wait upon the Lord’ in silent prayer.  The prophet passes on God’s words to the people, and the words tell them to “keep quiet!”  They say too many dumb things, and they need to be silent before the Lord and hear his instruction, and then on their knees seek the forgiveness that is required.  Psalm 46:10-11, Proverbs 3:1-8, 9:1-11.
Psalm 76:7-11

“7 Thou, even thou, art to be feared: and who may stand in thy sight when once thou art angry?

8 Thou didst cause judgment to be heard from heaven; the earth feared, and was still,

9 When God arose to judgment, to save all the meek of the earth. Selah.

10 Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain.

11 Vow, and pay unto the LORD your God: let all that be round about him bring presents unto him that ought to be feared.”

The “Day of the Lord” has arrived, and it is the day of judgment for the unrepentant, and the table is set for the “guests” who will “dine on Judah” at Jehovah’s table!  The Lord has called the enemy to “eat up” (devour) his own people because of their sins.  The defeat of Judah will be a solemn “sacrifice”, but sadly one that they have required the Lord to make before they are totally apostate and there is no remedy.  By means of the Lord acting at this time, the remnant will be saved, and the nation rebuilt from them, but had another generation of apostasy been allowed there would have been no hope.  Isaiah 1:9, Jeremiah 40:11-15, Ezekiel 14:22ff.
APPLICATION
1.
Judgment remains God’s “strange work” and it always will be in history. Isaiah 28:21.  God prefers to bless, but man makes that impossible by his rebellious actions and only thorough repentance will reverse that.   Let us be preachers of righteousness and appealers to repentance.
2.
Let us have silence in the service at times, and let us reflect powerfully on what the Lord is saying to us, and hear his words deeply, not just cover them with our words.  
DOCTRINE
REMNANT

The following steps to be taken when choosing to be among the remnant.

1. Make a clear understanding of God’s Word the priority - 1 Timothy 1:3-6, 4:6-16

2. Develop power in intercessory prayer which is exemplified in the ministry of Elijah - 1 Timothy 2:1-5

3. Stir up, develop and exercise your spiritual gift - 2 Timothy 1:6-7, 13,14,  2:15

4. Pursue purification and sanctification - 2 Timothy 2:19-22

5. Prepare for and expect persecution - 2 Timothy 3:10-12

6. Develop endurance, spiritually, mentally and physically - 2 Timothy 2:1-3, 4:5

7. Live expectantly in the light of eternity - 2 Timothy 4:8

Zephaniah 1:8
8   And it shall come to pass in the day of the LORD's sacrifice, that I will punish the princes, and the king's children, and all such as are clothed with strange apparel. 

KEY WORDS
Punish


pawkad

charge, deliver to, commit to judgment, punish…
Clothed


lawbash

wrapped around, clothed
Strange apparel

nokree

foreign, compromised, immoral, ungodly
Clothing


malboosh
clothing, apparel

REFLECTION
Now do not be hasty in the reading of this verse and run away with the idea that you are only allowed to wear national costume!   If you pause for a moment and realise that the church is world wide today and so that means every costume is God’s costume!  Stop and see this verse in its historic context.  To wear foreign clothing in that day was to wear clothing that spoke by its ornaments of the pagan gods behind the people.  This was forbidden to Israel, for they were to stand out a people alone, so that others would seek the Lord through them.  Deuteronomy 14:2, 26:18, 1 Peter 2:9.
To those to whom much is given, much is required.  Luke 12:48.   The kings and their families had lived in luxury, and as leaders of the nation they were expected to set an example of godliness.  Moses had mentioned this when speaking of the coming kings who would rule.  Deuteronomy 17:18-20.  They were to have the Word of God read to them daily!  Instead of that the last king, Zedekiah, actually cut up Jeremiah’s words to him and fed them into the fire!  Jeremiah 36:20-26.  
These members of the royal household have been treated as special, and yet they were just ordinary people lifted up by birth to high status, and with that high responsibility to the Lord.  They had not earned or deserved their high status, and so in grace they needed to give thanks in and through their active obedience to the Lord.  They refused to do so and despised the Lord and his prophets, and the results were terrible for them, with all the males being executed, and the girls being taken into captivity in Egypt by the rebellious survivors of the Gedaliah massacre.  Jeremiah 39:6-7, 43:2-7.
APPLICATION
1.
Let us be careful of following fashions that speak of paganism or immorality.  We are all called to dress appropriately and with dignity, not sexual deviancy or decadence.  Let us be moral and discreet in our dress and not ape the fashions of those who follow after evil and delight in scandalous dressing.  We are to be different to the evil ones.
2.
To whom much is given much is required.  If we are called to serve as pastor-teachers we are called to serve in dignity and truth.  Let us do so.  
DOCTRINES

CHURCH – BRIDE OF CHRIST

1. The Body of Christ is being formed on the earth during the Church Age. (Ephesians 1:22-23, 2:16, 4:4-5, 5:23, Colossians 1:18, 1:24, 2:19).

2. It is being completed by entering every believer of the Church Age into union with Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:12-14)

3. When the body is completed the Rapture occurs. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18, 1 Corinthians 15:51-7. Compared with Revelation 19:6-8, Zechariah 13:2 and 1 Thessalonians 3:13)

4. During the tribulation on earth the bride is being dressed in heaven.

a) For ultimate sanctification - the resurrection body. (1 Corinthians 15:51-7, Philippians 3:21, 1 John 3:1,2).

b) The bride is prepared by being cleansed from all human good. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

c) The bride no longer possesses a sinful nature (Revelation 19:7-8)

5. The Bride returns in triumph with Christ at the Second Advent. (1 Thessalonians 3:13)

6. Upon the return of the bride and groom judgement occurs. (Psalm 110:1)

a) Disarming of demons (Colossians 2:15)

b) Satan is imprisoned for 1,000 years. (Revelation 20:1-3)

c) Jesus Christ casts demons into prison Zechariah 13:2, Colossians 2:15, 1 Corinthians 15:24,25)

7. Coronation of the Groom, Jesus Christ is Crowned King of the World. (Revelation 19:6)

8. Wedding Supper of the Lamb. (Revelation 19:7-9)

a) Marriage occurred in heaven, supper to take place on earth. (Matthew 25:1-13)

b) Wedding supper described in detail (Revelation 19:6-9)

c) Four groups involved in this supper:-

i) The Groom - Jesus Christ.

ii) The Friends of the Groom - Old Testament Saints (John 3:29)

iii) The Bride - Church Age Believers.

iv) The Friends of the Bride - Tribulation believers, i.e. those who have known the Bride and become believers. (Matthew  25:1-13)

MINISTERS

1. Used for political leadership in a nation (Romans 13:4).

2. Used as the pastor of the local church (Ephesians 3:7; Colossians 1:23,25; Colossians 4:7; Ephesians 6:21; 1Timothy 1:12).

3. Used for all believers (2 Corinthians 3:6; 4:1; 6:4).

4. Origin - in the classical Greek the word was used for those who rowed in the lower decks, the place of greatest toil on a ship - a servant or slave.

5. Principle - The minister should see himself as the servant as well as leader of his flock.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – STABILITY

1.  God is able to keep us and bless us (Ephesians 3:20, Hebrews 7:25).

2. Stability comes when we know God; when we have grown up in his Word. Maturity brings with it stability (2Peter 3:18, 2Timothy 1:12). 

3. The alternative to a stable life of faith is to be tossed about by every pressure; this occurs when there is no doctrinal application in the life (James 1:6, Ephesians 4:14, Revelation 3:8). 

4. Believers need stability to stand fast against the wiles of Satan who is a danger to those with no doctrine: We are told to:

a) Stand fast in the word 1Corinthians 16:13.

b) Stand fast in our liberty Galatians 5:1 cf. Romans 14:1ff, 8:9-13.

c) Stand fast in one spirit (no pettiness) Philippians 1:27.

d) Stand fast in the Lord (in fellowship) Philippians 4:1.

e) Stand fast in doctrine 2 Thessalonians 2:5, 16,17. 

5. Strength and stability comes in a close relationship with the Lord. By faith we stand: 2 Corinthians 1:24, Psalm 59:17, 62:7, 144:1.

6.  God has supreme power at His fingertips for us. Isaiah 59:1. 

7. Our faith should stand secure in this power, for we are kept by it in all things, therefore we should be confident. 1Corinthians 2:5, 1Peter 1:5, John 16:33.

8. God is able to make us stand through the work of the Holy Spirit upon the word in our lives. Romans 14:4, Jude 24. 

9. Strength and stability come from the impact of the Holy Spirit’s work upon the word in our life as we believe and apply it, e.g. Sarah Hebrews 11:11, Paul 2 Corinthians 12:8-10. 

10. Profile of the stable believer under pressure 2 Peter 1:3-16. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – DESTINY OF BELIEVERS

1. He who believes in Jesus Christ has eternal life now (1 John 5:11-13).  He will never die (John 11:25,26, John 8:51)

2. Believers are said to "fall asleep" at their death (1 Thessalonians 4:14).  The soul departs to be consciously present with Christ, but the body "sleeps" in the grave until the resurrection (2 Corinthians 5:6-8)

3. When Christ comes at the Rapture, the bodies of those in Christ shall be raised from the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

4. Our physical bodies will be replaced by immortal bodies (2 Corinthians 5:1-4) - conformed to the body of Christ (Philippians 3:20-21)

5. We shall be like him (1 John 3:2) seeing His glory and reflecting it in ourselves (Colossians 3:4, John 17:22).

6. We will be rewarded because of works of faith (Luke 19:12-19) which will vary in proportion to our faithfulness in serving God (Matthew 6:20, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

7. In the Millennial Kingdom, we shall reign with Christ as priests of God and Christ (Revelation 20:6).

8. To the overcomer (1 John 5:4-5) Christ will give to eat of the tree of life (Revelation 2:7) and shall not be hurt by the second death - the lake of fire (Revelation 2:11). He will be given authority to rule over nations (Revelation 2.26-27) Jesus will acknowledge the believer before God (Revelation 3:4-5) who will be made a pillar in the temple of God. (Revelation 3:12) and will be seated with Christ in His own throne. (Revelation 3:21)

9. God will wipe away all tears from his eyes; sorrow, crying, pain, and death shall be no more (Revelation 21:4)

10. We shall know all things perfectly (1 Corinthians 13:12)

11. We will receive an incorruptible inheritance. (1 Peter 1:3-5) kept by our all powerful God in heaven.

Zephaniah 1:9-10
9   In the same day also will I punish all those that leap on the threshold, which fill their masters' houses with violence and deceit. 

10   And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD, that there shall be the noise of a cry from the fish gate, and a howling from the second, and a great crashing from the hills. 

KEY WORDS
Punish

pawkad

muster for charging, punish
Leap

dawlag

leaping, springing (over the threshold) to surprise the householder

Fill

mawlaw

filling up, to satisfy themselves….

Violence

khawmowce
unjust violence, damage done, wrongful oppression…

Deceit

meermawr
guile, deception, fraud…

Noise

neeoom

an oracle, statement, …..
Cry

tsah-awk-ah
shriek of primal pain and despair…
Howling

yel-aw-law
howling like a wild animal as it dies…
Crashing
shayber

breaking sound, crashing as great rocks fall down.
REFLECTION
Those who in our day are guilty of “home invasion” are selected out for specific judgment by God.  The violation of the sanctity of marriage by adultery, and of the home by robbery, are specific attacks upon the divine institutions that form the stability of every state.  Proverbs 29:12.
The specific attacks in this day were by servants upon their master’s houses, with violence and sexual immorality affecting both the master’s and the servant’s households.  Immorality and crime had become epidemic in the land, and the prophet is clear, with the Lord’s words to back it up, that paganism is behind both phenomena.   

The result of the social collapse of the fabric of their society will be the invasion of the enemy.  Any society that has morally collapsed within is unable to form cohesive and powerful military forces, as their moral fibre is weak.  No army will be strong if the people in it are worried about the safety of their own family on the streets of their city, let alone the sexual safety of their spouse in the city!

The result of the sexual immorality of the people of Judah is severe, for the enemy will sweep in and destroy them all.  They have started the rot themselves by their evils and sins, but the enemy will certainly finish them off!  The screams of the dying and the shrieks of the people being wounded and captured will fill the air as the city falls to the enemy forces, and the sounds of armies on the hills around will be frightening as they move the rocks of the hillside and make siege ramps to take the city, and as they knock down the walls and stream into the city and murder the inhabitants.  It is a terrifying picture that will come true in 586 BC with only 832 survivors of the entire city that may have been packed with 100,000 people at the start of the siege!  Jeremiah 52:29.
APPLICATION
1.
Crime and sexual immorality go hand in hand, for they have the same source; Satan himself delights in both evils.  Let us be strong in our preaching of the Word, for only as people respond to the truth will they be saved from crime and other evils.
2.
Be sure your sins will find you out!   There is no escape for those who choose the path of evil, for it always heads steadily down hill to hell itself.  Let us raise our voices and preach the truth with power to save those who will respond!
DOCTRINES

DIVINE INSTITUTIONS   See page 5
DAY
The word "Days" is used in the Bible in three different ways:

1. The Day which is less than 24 hours

a) The day of salvation is the moment of time when an individual believes in the Lord Jesus Christ and refers to that moment of faith in Christ. (2 Corinthians 6:2)

b) The day of Christ - is the rapture of the Church which will be instantaneous "in the twinkling of an eye" (Philippians 1:10, 2:16, 1 Corinthians 15:52)

c) The day of wrath - is the Great White Throne Judgement when the unbeliever is judged by Jesus Christ and cast into the Lake of Fire. (Romans 2:5-6, Revelation 20:11-15)

d) The day of declaration - refers to the Judgment Seat of Christ, when the works of Church Age believers will be judged. (1 Corinthians 3:13, 2 Corinthians 5:10)

2. The Day which is more than 24 hours

a) The day of redemption which refers to the resurrection of believers for all eternity. (Ephesians 4:30)

b) The day of the Lord can refer to the Tribulation, Second Advent or Millennium, depending on the context. (Isaiah 2:12, 13:6, Joel 1:15, 2:1 Zechariah 14:1, 1 Thessalonians 5:2, 2 Peter 3:10)

c) The day of God - which refers to eternity. (2 Peter 3:12)

3. The Twenty-four Hour Day - the solar day

a) The six days of the earth's restoration were literal 24-hour days. (Genesis 1:3-31)

b) The Sabbath (Exodus 20:10) a holy day in the dispensation of Israel.

c) The Lord's Day - which is Sunday, in remembrance of the Resurrection. (Revelation 1:10)

d) Living "one day at a time" concept in the Christian life. (Romans 14:5-6)

Zephaniah 1:11
11  Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh, for all the merchant people are cut down; all they that bear silver are cut off. 

KEY WORDS
Howl


yaw-lal

howl with the cry of professional mourners….
Maktesh


hamarktesh
the mortar – possibly a suburb of Jerusalem in a valley

Cut down

dawmaw

fall to the ground, perish, are made silent permanently….

Bear


neteel

laden down, carrying (silver coinage/weights)

Cut off


khaw-rath
separated from their burdens (by death)

REFLECTION
It may be that the inhabitants of this now rubble buried valley were the merchants who traded with the people of the land for silver.  Silver was the currency of the day.  Coinage as such was invented by King Croesus of Lydia decades later, but coins/bars of silver/gold sized by weight were used for trade.  The most common trade “coinage” was silver and it was heavily traded by these merchants of Jerusalem who had grown rich in the process.  Their trading partners around the land had also grown rich.  

There had been a real polarisation of wealth in the years before the Babylonian Captivity with the rich getting richer and the poor being more oppressed.   It had occurred, not because of normal “market forces”, for polarisation rarely does occur for natural reasons, but it does by corruption and market domination by a few.  Economic corruption and domination by a few had occurred in the years from King Manasseh onwards.  Favouritism in trading deals created an artificial market that dominated the poor and abused them. God hates the abuse of the poor to enrich a few.  Luke 6:24, James 5:1-8 (quoted below).
God hates economic corruption, and such things are the sign of evil’s dominance.  As the days draw closer to the fall of the city the rich continued their abuse of the poorer people and Jeremiah condemns it, but to no avail.  Only a pitiful few of the city will survive as a result, for corruption in any state rots its heart, and destroys its ability to create a unified army and population.   Dominated and abused people do not make good troops when you are under real spiritual pressure, and the rich were judged in their own corruption as a result.

Jeremiah 22:13-22
“13 Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong; that useth his neighbour's service without wages, and giveth him not for his work;

14 That saith, I will build me a wide house and large chambers, and cutteth him out windows; and it is cieled with cedar, and painted with vermilion.

15 Shalt thou reign, because thou closest thyself in cedar? did not thy father eat and drink, and do judgment and justice, and then it was well with him?

16 He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it was well with him: was not this to know me? saith the LORD.

17 But thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetousness, and for to shed innocent blood, and for oppression, and for violence, to do it.

18 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah; They shall not lament for him, saying, Ah my brother! or, Ah sister! they shall not lament for him, saying, Ah lord! or, Ah his glory!

19 He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem.

20 Go up to Lebanon, and cry; and lift up thy voice in Bashan, and cry from the passages: for all thy lovers are destroyed.

21 I spake unto thee in thy prosperity; but thou saidst, I will not hear. This hath been thy manner from thy youth, that thou obeyedst not my voice.

22 The wind shall eat up all thy pastors, and thy lovers shall go into captivity: surely then shalt thou be ashamed and confounded for all thy wickedness.”
The great sadness of these people is that they thought their wealth would “buy them safety”, but it only made them targets for the Babylonian troops who abused, robbed, and murdered them all.  They had treated their fellow Jews as commodities and robbed them to make their wealth and so they were robbed.  They had taken houses, farms, and goods from others to enrich themselves and left families to starve to death, so all was stripped away from them.  As they had done, so was done to them by more ruthless men.  They had chosen pagan economics, and so worse pagans judged them.  The alternative was spiritual life, but they had refused that!  Jeremiah 37:2.
Jeremiah 34:15-18

“15 And ye were now turned, and had done right in my sight, in proclaiming liberty every man to his neighbour; and ye had made a covenant before me in the house which is called by my name:

16 But ye turned and polluted my name, and caused every man his servant, and every man his handmaid, whom he had set at liberty at their pleasure, to return, and brought them into subjection, to be unto you for servants and for handmaids.

17 Therefore thus saith the LORD; Ye have not hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty, every one to his brother, and every man to his neighbour: behold, I proclaim a liberty for you, saith the LORD, to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine; and I will make you to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth.

18 And I will give the men that have transgressed my covenant, which have not performed the words of the covenant which they had made before me, when they cut the calf in twain, and passed between the parts thereof,

19 The princes of Judah, and the princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, and the priests, and all the people of the land, which passed between the parts of the calf;

20 I will even give them into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek their life: and their dead bodies shall be for meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the beasts of the earth.”
APPLICATION
1.
God hates economic corruption.  As we have seen the extent of world wide financial corruption in the years 2007-2012 we do well to go to our knees for our peoples.  We are, as the world, exactly where the nation of Judah was before it was judged catastrophically.  Let us go to prayer for our nations and preach God’s standards with Holy Spirit power to bring conviction on all who will yet be saved before the end comes.  
2.
Let us challenge our congregations to be morally pure before the Lord in their financial dealings.  Let us be sure to challenge businesses to pay their people a living wage and pay them promptly, and let us all pay our bills on time.  These things are our witness to the unsaved world.  It is not “good business” to make people wait for payment, it is evil witness.
James 5:1-8  “Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten.  Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days. Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you. Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also patient; establish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” 

DOCTRINE

WEEP AND HOWL
"WEEP AND HOWL" – A PHRASE USED AS A PROPHETIC WARNING

1. It is used in association with the Fifth Cycle of National Discipline for Israel.  (Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 30, 31)

2. It is a phrase that indicates the "Day of the Lord" is at hand. (Isaiah 13:6)

3. It is a phrase associated with the destruction of the land of Palestine in war. (Isaiah 14:31, Ezekiel 21:8 –13)

4. It is also associated with the destruction of other cities and nations:

Moab - Isaiah 15:1ff


Tyre - Isaiah 23:1

Heshbon - Jeremiah 49:3


Babylon - Jeremiah 51:8

Philistia - Jeremiah 47:1, 2 


Egypt - Ezekiel 30:1,2

Maktesh - Zephaniah 1:11


Lebanon - Zechariah 11:1-3.

5. Howling is associated with people longing for deliverance (Isaiah 52:5).  Also associated with people repenting of evil in the midst of divine judgement for their sins (Jeremiah 4:8, Micah 1:8).

6. Howling is also associated with believers who have got way out of fellowship with the Lord (Isaiah 65:14).

Notes
Zephaniah 1:12
12   And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are settled on their lees: that say in their heart, The LORD will not do good, neither will he do evil. 

KEY WORDS
Search

khaw-fas
search out the hidden
Punish

paw-kad

muster together to formally charge and punish
Settled

kawfaw

settled, shrunken into a hunched shape (over their alcoholic drinks)

Lees

sheymer

the dregs of the cup of cheap wine
Say

awmar

who keep on saying….
Good

yaw-tab

do well/good/noble deeds
Evil

raw-ah

do evil, “good for nothing deeds”
REFLECTION
God searches the thoughts and intents of the heart of his people.  Hebrews 4:12.  The work of the Holy Spirit, through the Word, often referred to as “Light”, is thorough in the souls of man.  God seeks out our thoughts and wants every one brought into captivity to the thinking of Christ Jesus.  2 Corinthians 10:5.  God does not want us obedient to Him in a few details only.   God is not interested in “Sunday Christians”, for such people are no better than Pharisees and hypocrites; play actors of faith, but not letting their hearts and lives be transformed.   
God will search out the hearts of men over the next forty years in Jerusalem.  He will be working to see who is for judgment and who will be amongst those who form the godly remnant of the people.  Jeremiah 15:2-7, 16:16-18, Amos 9:1-4.  There will be no escape for those who think they can “get by” with minimalist religion.   God wants their total and whole hearted response, or there will be judgment.  Those who drink to the point where they are sucking up the dregs of their glasses and fall asleep over their tables show their values and their choices, and they have chosen the path of death.  Moses had made this clear nearly one thousand years before.

Deuteronomy 30:14-20
“14 But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.

15 See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil;

16 In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it.

17 But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them;

18 I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess it.

19 I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:

20 That thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”

These people believed there was a God, but like the men of James day, they didn't think that the Lord would do anything.  James 2:19-20.  Belief in the reality of God is a complete irrelevance, for unless your faith works out in godly actions, your faith is vain, empty and useless to you.  These people believed in the “divine watchmaker”, in the “mind behind the universe”, but didn't think that God was doing anything, nor would he.  They simply got on with their lives and tranquilised themselves with alcohol.  Whatever the “medication” of choice by such people, it will be judged and so will they be.  Malachi 3:13-15, 2 Peter 3:3-7.
APPLICATION
1.
We live in days with increasing numbers of what Peter called “scoffers”; people who mock the idea of a God who is involved in the world.  No matter what the attitudes of unsaved and apostate men, the Lord will act directly in his world and he will bring judgment upon his forgetful people.   Judgment will always begin in the household of the Lord!  Let us preach revival with passionate commitment to the truth, for the truth of the Word will alone set our people free.
2.
Alcoholism is simply one form of escapism.   Many who abuse the alcoholic will take their tranquiliser from the chemist or their stock market agent.  Let us be filled with the Holy Spirit, not operating under any other power than that of God.
DOCTRINES

HOLY SPIRIT – FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. The Holy Spirit indwells every believer. We are commanded to allow Him to fill (or fully control) our lives  (Ephesians 5:18).

2. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be broken by:

a) Grieving the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) - sin, doing something you shouldn't.

b) Quenching the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19) - not doing something you should (like quenching a fire, allowing the flame to go out).

3. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be restored by confession of sin and full surrender to do the will of God (1John 1:9)

4. The Spirit produces the very character of the Christ in the believer: (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23, Ephesians 3:16, 17, Philippians 1:20, 21, 2 Corinthians 3:3)

a) The fruit of the Spirit:

i)   Galatians 5:22-23 - Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-control.

ii)  Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy.

iii) Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness.

iv) 1 Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope.

b) Rejoicing in Christ (Philippians 3:1, 4:4).

c) Loving one another (John 15:12, Romans 12:10, Ephesians 5:2).

d) Striving for the faith (Philippians 1:27, Jude 3).

e) Putting away all sin (1 Corinthians 5:7, Hebrews 12:1).

f) Abstaining from all appearances of evil (1 Thessalonians 5:22).

g) Submitting to injuries (1 Corinthians 6:7).

h) Subduing the temper (Ephesians 4:26, James 1:19).

i) Shunning the wicked (2 Thessalonians 3:6).

j) Abounding in the works of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58 1 Thessalonians 4:1).

k) Showing a good example (1 Timothy 4:12, 1 Peter 2:12).

l) Following after that which is good (Philippians 4:8, 1 Timothy 6:11).

m) Perfecting holiness (2 Corinthians 7:1, 2 Timothy 3:17).

n) Hating defilement (Jude 23).

o) Overcoming the world. (1 John 5:4-5)

p) Adorning the gospel. (Philippians 1:27, Titus 2:10)

q) Forgiving injuries. (Romans 12:20)

r) Living peaceably with all. (Romans 12:18, Hebrews 12:14)

s) Visiting the afflicted. (James 1:27)

t) Sympathising with others. (Romans 12:15, 1 Thessalonians 5:14)

u) Honouring others. (Romans 12:10)

v) Submitting to authorities. (Romans 13:1-7)

w) Being content. (Philippians 4:11, Hebrews 13:5)

x) Walking worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)

y) Walking in the newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

z) Walking as children of light. (Ephesians 5:8)

aa) Glorifies Christ in his body. (Philippians 1:20, 21)

bb) Christ is at home in his body. (Ephesians 3:16,17)

cc) A lifestyle which honours God in the presence of men. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

5. The filling of the Holy Spirit in every believer only occurs in two dispensations: 

a) Church age Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23

b) Millennium - Joel 2:28, 29 (characterised by ecstatics)

CHRISTIAN LIFE – WALKING

1. Physical walking is analogous to the faith rest life: step by step. Romans 14:5,6, Ephesians 5:16-18, James 4:13-15. 

2. Being regularly filled with the Spirit and feeding on the Word are similar to walking.

3. Attacks on believers occur when they are caught off balance. Romans 13:13.

4. Walking depicts the pattern and function of the believers life in time. Philippians 3:18, Ephesians 4:17.

5. It can also represent a backsliding believer who are said to be walking backwards. Ephesians 4:17.

6. We are all told to:


a) Walk in the Spirit. (Galatians 5:16, 25)


b) Walk in the faith. (2 Corinthians 5:7, Colossians 2:6, 4:5)


c) Walk in doctrine. (3 John 3) 


d) Walk in the truth. (2 John 4)

7. Walking is an analogy for spirituality 


a) Walk not after the flesh. (Romans 8:4)


b) Walking in Love. (Ephesians 5:2)


c) Walking in newness of Life. (Romans 6:4)


d) Walking worthy of our vocation. (Ephesians 4:1)


e) Walking worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)


f) Walking honestly as in the day. (Romans 13:13)


g) Walking in good works. (Ephesians 2:10)


h) Walking in light. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 John 1:7)


i) Walking in Christ Jesus. (Colossians 2:6)


j) Walking circumspectly. (Ephesians 5:15,16)


k) Walking as ye ought. (1 Thessalonians 4:1)

LIGHT 

1. God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all. (1 John 1:5)

2. The Lord is the visible manifestation of that light. (John 1:4, 8:12, 12:46)

3. The Lord's coming as the Light of the World was prophesied. (Isaiah 49:6)

4. The light was seen in the darkness of the world. (Matthew 4:16; Luke 2:32)

5. The Lord brought light and immortality through the gospel. (2 Timothy 1:10)

6. Believers are said to be light bearers. (Matthew 5:14-16; John 12:36)

7. We are said to be the children of the light. (John 11:9-10; Ephesians 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:5; 1 Peter 2:9)

8. Light is necessary for man's existence on the earth. (Ecclesiastes 11:7; Jeremiah 31:35)

9. Divine guidance of Israel was provided by God through light. (Exodus 14:20)

10. Bible doctrine in the soul is portrayed by light. (Psalm 119, 105,130)

11. The gospel is called light. (2 Corinthians 4:3,4; 2 Timothy 1:10)

12. Salvation brings the believer out of darkness into light just as the planet Earth was brought out of darkness into light by God. (Luke 1:79; 1 Peter 2:9).

13. Satan is the distorter, the angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:14)

14. Satan's strategy is to outshine the true light with his own false gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3-6)

ALCOHOL – DRINKING ALCOHOL

1. Drunkenness is always condemned as a sin in the Bible. (Proverbs 20:1, 23:20, Isaiah 5:11-22, 28:7, 8, Romans 13:13, 1 Corinthians 5:11, Ephesians 5:18)

2. Drinking of alcoholic beverages is to be avoided in certain positions of leadership.

(a) Kings (rulers, government leaders) (Proverbs 31:4, 5)

(b) Pastors (1 Timothy 3:3, Titus 1:7)

(c) Deacons (1 Timothy 3:8)

3. Drinking of alcoholic beverages proved disastrous for certain persons

(a) Noah (Genesis 9:21)

(b) Nabal (1 Samuel 25:36,37)

(c) Ephraim(Isaiah 28:1)

(d) Lot (Genesis 19:32-6)

4. Drinking of alcoholic beverages is condoned in certain areas. For example:- for medicinal reasons, or where customary with meals, moderate amounts of alcoholic beverages are permissible (Proverbs 31:6-7, 1 Timothy 5:23) Normal cough mixture for instance contains a significant amount of alcohol.

5. It is possible that the water which Jesus Christ turned into wine was an alcoholic beverage (John 2:1 -11). This passage neither condemns nor condones drinking of alcoholic beverages but was the use of a miracle to focus attention on the person of Jesus Christ as the God-Man-Saviour. Wine produces joy in the heart. (Judges 9:13, Psalm 104:15)

6. Alcoholism forms a part of the pattern of national disaster (Joel 1:4-6, Isaiah 28). It leads to economic depression and encourages military invasion. Jeremiah 13:12-17

7. Adverse effects of excessive drinking of alcoholic beverages:-

(a) Leads to impulsive, abusive and irresponsible behaviour, vehicle accidents.

(b) Causes paralysis of the eyes (Wernicke's disease), tunnel vision.

(c) Destroys brain tissue.

(d) Produces cirrhosis of the liver,

(e) Results in delirium tremens (D.T.'s) which cause confusion, anxiety, terror and delusions. Alcoholism is drug addiction which involves destruction of the soul. (Galatians 5:20-21)

8. Importance of abstinence from alcoholic beverages in youth cannot be over emphasised.

9. Conditions under which indulgence in alcoholic beverage should be avoided from a believer's viewpoint.

(a) Application of the law of love - towards believers.

(b) Law of expediency - towards unbelievers: used when drinking becomes a false issue in presenting the gospel.

(c) Law of supreme sacrifice - towards God: applicable when drinking hinders a specific ministry.

Application - In Australia probably alcohol should be avoided because of major problems, vehicle accidents, social problems. In Greece however, a glass of wine with a meal would be expected and rejection by a Christian could cause a false issue.

10. Drinking is related to degeneracy. Wine and drunkenness are used in the Scripture to represent the entire principle of sublimation involved in rejecting God's way. (Jeremiah 13:12-17)

CONSCIENCE
1. Conscience is awareness of what is right and what is wrong, the ability to discern between good and evil (Hebrews 5:14).

2. Conscience is imperfect, since it is based on human knowledge and ability.

3. Conscience is found in both saved and unsaved.

4. In the believer:

a) it testifies (2 Corinthians 1:12)

b) it bears witness in the Holy Spirit (Romans 9:1)

c) it should be good (1 Timothy 1:5)

d) it leads to submission (1 Peter 2:19)

e) it is pure (1 Timothy 3:9).

5. In the unbeliever:

a) it justified Paul's actions (Acts 23:1)

b) it convicted the scribes (John 8:9)

c) it bears witness (Romans 2:15)

d) it may be defiled (Titus 1:15)

e) it can be seared (1 Timothy 4:2).

6. A believer with a weak conscience has no right to evaluate any other believer (1 Corinthians 10:27-30).

7. The conscience in (1 Corinthians 8:1,13) causes Christians to act in a compassionate and thoughtful way in relation to weaker brothers. 

8. The conscience works in conjunction with the Holy Spirit and the Word of God: (Romans 9:1)

a) People who refuse to heed the conviction of God in the conscience "harden their hearts" and their conscience becomes less receptive (Ephesians 4:17-19, 1 Timothy 4:2).

b) When the conscience is completely blinded, God delivers people over to their own delusions  (Romans 1:18-32, Revelation 17:8, 1Timothy 4:1,2).

Zephaniah 1:13-17
13   Therefore their goods shall become a booty, and their houses a desolation: they shall also build houses, but not inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, but not drink the wine thereof. 

14   The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. 

15  That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 

16   A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers. 

17   And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. 

KEY WORDS
Goods


khah-yil


material goods, their moveable wealth

Booty


mesh-ish-saw

a prize for the enemy conqueror
Desolation

shee-mam-aw

devastation, astonishment to all who see it, desolation

Build


baw-naw

build up, repair, put building effort into the project
inhabit


yawshab


will not settled down there to live, inhabit/enjoy
hasteth


mah-hare

it is hurrying speedily towards you
greatly


meh-ode


with speed, with focused energy, vehemence
bitterly


maw-raw

Marah – bitterness, complaint
wrath


eb-raw


outburst of passionate anger, deeply felt outrage
trouble


tzaw


pressure, as of a flint knife in the flesh
distress


metz –oo-kaw

pressure that squeezes like a vice
wasteness

sho-aw


tempest, hurricane-wasted
darkness

kho-shek

thick darkness that you can almost feel
gloominess

af-ay-law

deep despondent, depressant like gloom
distress


ar-awfel


dark thick clouds
sinned


khaw-taw

missed the mark of God’s standard - sinned
poured


shaw-fak

poured like a libation
REFLECTION
The wealth of the rich has been built up by fraud, business based “theft” from the poor, and by usury.  God had warned them for over forty years, and that was the time of grace allotted the nation, and so judgment will come, for they do not repent and change their lives.  Their wealth, which is in effect “booty” from their thefts from the poor, becomes “booty” for others who are more evil than they have been.  Jeremiah 12:10-13, Ezekiel 7:19-21.
Their complaint will be (answered by the prophet Habakkuk) that the Lord has allowed men more evil than them to punish them, and it doesn't seem fair to them.  The prophets all have revealed to them the truth, which is, as they have chosen paganism over spirituality they must accept the consequences of such a choice; that those who are more pagan will deal to them.  They will reap what they have sown an hundred fold.  They have “worked hard” at evil and they will reap the reward that evil brings, and it is much more evil!  This is a natural principle in God’s economy!
They have been focused on capitalism, and have acquired great wealth, even bought new farms and vineyards, and holiday homes by the sea, but all will be seized or destroyed by the enemy forces.  They have thought of wealth and building it up alone, but they have not considered the spiritual realities that guarantee the enjoyment of any wealth and so they will lose everything, including their lives.  The Lord told a powerful parable about this recorded in Luke 12:16-21, and also refer 16:19-31.
The judgment has been held back for many years, but the momentum is now building and the events will unfold quickly.  Once the judgment begins it will unfold very fast and the people who have not repented will be overwhelmed.  The same thing happened to the Egyptians when God judged them for refusal to let the Israelites go from slavery. Exodus 6-12.  The same thing will happen again in history in the years before the Second Advent of Jesus, during the Great Tribulation period.  Once the “plagues” of God’s judgment begin to occur they will occur quickly, back to back over the months, so that the enemy forces have no chance to regroup and win over the believers.  Jeremiah 30:7ff, Revelation 6-19.

The “mighty men” will be screaming aloud in the streets in that day, for no matter how tough they are they will fall to the swords of their enemies.  The toughest man when wounded in the right place will scream aloud like a child, and the biggest men will cry for their mother’s arms when they face sure and painful death.  The picture Zephaniah builds here is a terrible one for those who have rejected the truth about what God is doing.  This will apply to all the nations that stand against the Babylonians, and even finally against the Babylonians themselves, for they too will fall and suffer just as they have brought suffering on others.  Jeremiah Chapters 46-51.

The day of the Lord is a day of God’s great “fury” and the people will be baffled at how strong God’s anger is towards them.  They ought not to be baffled, for they have had the warnings to heed and they have refused to heed them.  They have ignored the Mosaic Law and all the words of the prophets, and so the Lord has run out of patience with them.  The Lord would warn his own hearers of the same “Day of the Lord” that was coming to them, and the time frame here is the same one.  Matthew 21:33-44, 23:37.  
It is forty years from the days when the prophets (Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Jeremiah) spoke first to the day that the city and temple fell (626-586 BC).  It will be the same time frame from the rejection of the Lord as Messiah and the Cross occurring, to the day that Titus and his Roman Legions destroyed the temple and city for the second time. (30-70 AD)  Both destructions of the temple occur on the same day in the Jewish calendar, and it is still remembered every year as a day of solemn fasting!  (Tisha B’Av – around 5-14 August.)
These will be “dark days” indeed and days of great judgment upon all who have not walked obediently before the Lord.  They will be days with the dull thudding sound of battering rams and the screams of those being murdered. It is a day of great pressure, of great anxiety, and a day of total devastation.  The “clouds of judgment” will darken over the entire land and all will feel the dread deepen in their soul.  The only way for the clouds to lift is for there to be spiritual revival in the heart.  God alone lifts the spirit.  As we lift up our worship and praise, so we are lifted up by the Lord.  Psalm 3:3, 25:1, 28:2, 1 Timothy 2:8.  
Judgment has come, and the strong men and the wise men are walking about “like blind men” because they have refused the light of the Word for years, and so when the crisis comes they are still blinded to the truth.  They are wilfully blind and distress is to be their lot, for they have deliberately walked from the path of blessing.  There is no excuse before the Lord for them, for they have deliberately rejected the truth and the day comes when they cannot respond any longer.  They have done what pharaoh did and hardened their hearts to truth and it has cost them everything.  Exodus 6-12.   

Drink offerings were part of the Mosaic system and were legitimate in the temple, but these people have been practising pagan libations for years now, worshipping God on Saturday in the temple, and then the pagan gods and goddesses every other day.  They ought to have offered up legitimate sacrifices only, but they have been busy pouring out their alcohol “libations”, either down their own throats or into the ground after pagan feasts, so they will become libations themselves and be “poured out” into the same streets that they spiritually fornicated in!
APPLICATION
1.
God sees his people’s paganism as spiritual adultery, and they are responsible for the results of this in their society.  They will pay the price for their paganism, and as some of them have even offered up child sacrifices, so they will become “libations” and have their blood poured out in the streets.  They will die in their sins, because they will not forsake them.
2.
These people have been courageous in their sins, but they need to be courageous in facing their sinfulness.  They have refused to do this and their prophets have urged them to repent, but been rejected and abused.  Let us be as serious about truth as the true prophets were.  They didn't keep their peace, they poured themselves out for truth so that their people would be without excuse in their persistent paganism.  Let us be people who tell the truth about sin and evil.    
DOCTRINES

SIN
1. Sin means to fall short (like an arrow falling short of the target) of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).

2. Therefore, anything which does not meet God's standard of righteousness and holiness is sin.

3. It is clear to see, then, that mankind, in his own strength, cannot achieve the righteousness of God (Romans 3:9-10).

4. The sin of Adam:

a) Sin entered the world with Adam (Genesis 3:1-5, Romans 5:12).

b) The penalty of sin is death (Romans 6:23)

i) spiritual death - separation from God in time (Genesis 3:8)

ii) physical death - separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 3:19, 5:5)

iii) eternal death - separation from God in the Lake of Fire Revelation 20:13-14).

c) The man, Adam, as head over the woman, was therefore held responsible for sin (Romans 5:12).

d) The penalty of sin is imputed to all people, and, apparently, passed down through the male in birth.

e) Because Jesus was born of a virgin, He did not inherit the sin nature from Adam.

f) As a sinless man, He was therefore qualified to offer Himself as a sacrifice to pay the penalty of sin (death - spiritual and physical).

g) Because Christ has paid the penalty for sin for us, those who trust in Him are no longer condemned (Romans 5:19, 8:1).

5. All of creation is corrupted as a result of sin (Genesis 3:16-19, Romans 8:20-22).

6. Three types of sin:-

a) Adam's sin is imputed to all mankind

b) As a result, we all inherit a sinful nature

c) As a result, we therefore commit personal sins.

7.  Sin manifests itself in three categories:

a) Sins of action/deed

i) Examples include murder, adultery, stealing

b) Sins of the tongue/spoken

i) Examples include lying, slander, gossip, blasphemy

ii) Out of the seven "worst" sins, three are sins of the tongue (Proverbs 6:16-19)

iii) Can result in the sin unto death (Psalm 12:3)

iv) God protects and blesses the believer who is victimised by the sins of the tongue (Matthew 5:11-12)

v) Troublemakers are always characterised by sins of the tongue (Psalm 52:2).

c) Sins of the mind

i) Examples include pride, coveting, jealousy, bitterness, hatred, vindictiveness.

8. Recovery from sin:

a) When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.  The Holy Spirit is grieved, and can no longer control your life.

b) Confess the known sin (1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18) God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins.

c) Examine your motivation - this involves full surrender to God (Romans 12:1-2, 2 Corinthians 13:5).

d) Move on from the sin which you have confessed. Don't get tied up with guilt - this is another sin. (Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12)

e) Resume your active spiritual walk.  Avoid areas where you might be tempted. (Hebrews 12:12-13) 

f) Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God (James 5:16).

g) In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).

9. Jesus washed the feet of the disciples (John 13:10):-

a) The body is clean - we were eternally forgiven once and for all at the cross (Hebrews 10:1-12).

b) The feet need regular washing - we must confess our sins to the Father to restore fellowship (1John 1:9).

10. Satan constantly accuses us of our sins before God (Revelation 12:10).  However, the Lord Jesus Christ is our Advocate/Lawyer in heaven (1 John 2:1).  He pleads for us by saying that the penalty for that sin has been paid in full.

11. Names for sin include:-

a) Unbelief - denial of the truth. (John 16:9, Hebrews 3:12)

b) Lawlessness - rejection of rules of life. (1 Timothy 1:9)

c) Iniquity - evil acts. (Acts 8:22, 23)

d) Trespass - encroachment on God's authority. (Ephesians 2:1)

e) Disobedience - refusal to obey. (Hebrews 2:2)

f) Transgression - violation of law. (Luke 15:29, Galatians 3:19)

12. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, due to habitual unconfessed sin or rebellion against God. (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11:31, 32)  Examples:

a) The Corinthian Pervert - (1 Corinthians 5)

b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's table in an unworthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)

d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)

e) Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1 -11).

13. There is only one sin which can't be forgiven - the unpardonable sin - rejection of Jesus Christ.

a) It is based upon rejection of the ministry of the Holy Spirit to reveal the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour. Genesis  6:3,  John 16:7-11,  Hebrews 10:29.

b) Synonyms for the unpardonable sin are:  willful sin (Hebrews 10:26-31),  blasphemy against the Holy Spirit  (Matthew 12:31),  resisting the Holy Spirit (Acts 7:51),  insulting the Holy Spirit (Hebrews 10:29).

14. The first recorded sin was that of Satan - pride (Isaiah 14:12-14).

15. God is not the author of sin nor the author of temptation. It is incompatible with the nature of God for Him to create sin because of His divine character.  (James 1:13)

16. Temptation comes from the world, the flesh (sin nature within man), or Satan.  If he entertains the sin, man then chooses to sin - sin is therefore a result of man's own free will. (James 1:14)

SIN – THE BARRIER BETWEEN MAN AND GOD
INTRODUCTION

1. The Character of God:

a) God is sovereign, absolute righteousness, justice, love, eternal life, all powerful, all knowing everywhere, unchangeable and truth.

b) God is one in essence but three in personality:  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. These three personalities have the same essence.

c) God the Father is the planner of man's salvation; God the Son is the executor of the plan of salvation, and God the Holy Spirit is the revealer of this plan.

2. God's Divine Plan:

a) A conference was held in eternity past between God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Divine Planning) whereby it was made possible for man to have fellowship with God.

b) God's foreknowledge recognized a barrier would exist in time and that all people would be behind this barrier. (Romans 3:23)

c) Sin is a failure to measure up to God's perfect righteousness, a failure to possess "The perfect righteousness". Man cannot remove this barrier. God's Righteousness and Justice must be satisfied before His love can come to man.

d) God the Father is the author of a plan whereby He decided to treat the human race on the basis of Grace (all the Father does for us). Grace is receiving a gift. It is undeserved and unmerited, and contrary to all human concepts.

e) God the Son removed the barrier by His death on the cross. We receive Him as our personal Saviour, and perfect righteousness is credited to us. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

AN EXPLANATION OF THE BARRIER AND ITS REMOVAL

1. Problem of Sin:

a) Sin exists in three categories:  imputed sin, (all sinned when Adam sinned) inherent sin (the sinful nature) personal sin (sins committed).

b) Man is a sinner because Adam sinned and passed down the sin nature to the human race. The penalty of sin is spiritual death (Romans 5:12, 6:23) Every member of the human race is a sinner as far as God is concerned. (Romans 3:23)

c) In John 8:31-32 Jesus Christ addressed the Jews who believed on Him and told them to go on in truth and use what He provided. Truth sets us free from the Mosaic Law to serve the Lord and operate in grace.

d) The unbelieving, religious Jews (v 33) said they were Abraham's seed and not in bondage. They were actually in bondage to the Roman Empire, their religious leaders, and the Mosaic Law. He told them about the bondage of sin.

e) They are all born in the slavery of sin, for no member of the human race can free himself or other members of the human race. Jesus Christ became true humanity to liberate the human race. He was born outside the slavery of sin by the virgin birth as the God-Man. He paid the price for freedom of the human race - this is redemption.

2. Solution to the Problem of Sin:  Redemption and Atonement:

a) The "son abides in the house forever" (John 8:35), for Jesus Christ is "the son". He is eternal life and holy and when man believes on Him man is free and enters into union with Jesus Christ. Christianity is a relationship to Jesus Christ, not a religion.

b) The purchase price of our redemption is His blood (1 Peter 1:18,19, Ephesians 1:7, Revelation 1:5, Hebrews 9:11-14, Galatians 3:13), representing His death. Jesus Christ bore the sins of the whole world (past, present and future) on the cross.

c) God is absolute righteousness and justice; the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23, Colossians 2:14). Jesus Christ cancelled the "IOU" the human race owed God. The human race owes God perfect righteousness.

d) God is perfect righteousness and we cannot pay perfect righteousness. Jesus Christ died on the cross, paying the penalty of our sins. This is expiation (Romans 5:8)

e) The doctrines of Redemption and Expiation are found in Psalm 22:1-6. God the Father and Holy Spirit left the Son because He was bearing our sins on the cross. (Matthew 27:46)

3. The Problem of Physical Birth (John 3) and its Solution:  Regeneration:(John 3:1-15)

a) Nicodemus (v 1) was a Pharisee. He was a very religious man, attending church three times a day and praying seven times a day. He was sincere and was a product of "salvation by works".

b) He was also a ruler of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night because he was too busy during the day doing "good". (v 2)

c) He called Jesus Rabbi or "Doctor". He admitted more than most Pharisees for he said they knew Jesus came from God, for no one could keep doing the miracles He did except God was with Him. (v 2)

d) Jesus interrupted, knowing his problem.  "Except a man be born again".  Nicodemus needed to be born again. (v 3)

e) Why is the new birth necessary? Man is born in this world with a soul (ability to understand and categorise human phenomena), a conscience (standard by which we judge right or wrong), and a sin nature (the source of all personal sins). The human spirit is unactivated. We are born physically alive and capable of having fellowship with members of the human race, but we are spiritually dead and cannot have fellowship with God (Ephesians 2:1). We need to be born again.

f) Nicodemus' response (v 4). He cannot think in terms of spiritual things for he has no human spirit. He asked if he could be born again physically.

g) The new birth is a spiritual birth (v 5), so Jesus Christ uses spiritual language, - water.

i) The context determines the meaning of "water" (1) Salvation - (Isaiah 55:1, Revelation 22:17) (2) God the Holy Spirit - (John 7:37-39) (3) God's Word - (1 Peter 1:23, Ephesians 5:26, James 1:18)

ii) Here "water" is used symbolically for God's Word. The new birth is a spiritual birth. The Kingdom of God is the kingdom of eternal relationship with God.

h) Contrast of two births (v 6). "That which is born of the flesh is flesh (physical birth). That which is born of the Spirit is spirit (spiritual birth)." Nicodemus should not be surprised (v 7). He needed to be born again.

i) The illustration (v 8) the wind. It can be heard but not seen. The new birth is not visible. Nicodemus still does not understand (v 9).

j) Jesus Christ used sarcasm (v 10,11) to shock Nicodemus. He is a doctor of divinity and does not understand. The Trinity ("we") knows what they speak (all knowing). Nicodemus does not have an open mind.

k) No member of the human race (v 13) ever ascended, but Jesus Christ who came from heaven (as the God Man). As God He is everywhere, and as God and Man, Jesus Christ is on earth at the same time.

l) How to be born again (v 14,15). Jesus Christ refers to (Numbers 21:4-9) the incident of the brazen serpent which was raised on a pole. This pictures Jesus Christ hanging on the cross bearing the sins of the world. (Colossians 2:14,15)

m) The result (v 15). Whoever believes in Jesus Christ shall not perish but have eternal life. The problem of physical birth is removed by the new birth. We are born spiritually by regeneration or the new birth.

4. Problem of Human Righteousness and Its Solution:  Justification and Imputation:

a) Man has no righteousness in himself as far as God's viewpoint is concerned although he may be more righteous than other members of the human race when he compares himself with them. (Isaiah 64:6)

b) God is absolute righteousness and He cannot have fellowship with us when we have human righteousness. Good deeds put us more in debt to God. (Romans 4:1-4)

c) Perfect or absolute righteousness is credited or imputed to us at the moment of salvation. (2 Corinthians 5:21) -imputation.

d) We are justified or made righteous on the basis of the absolute righteousness which God gives us.

5. Problem of the Character of God and Its Solution:  Propitiation and Reconciliation.

a) Propitiation is an act of God whereby He is satisfied with the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. Jesus Christ satisfied the righteousness and justice of God.

b) Reconciliation looks at the cross from man's viewpoint. Man is reconciled to God. God is never said to be reconciled. Propitiation looks at the cross from God's viewpoint.

6. Problem of Position in Adam and Its Solution:  Positional Truth:

a) At the moment of salvation we enter into union with Jesus Christ (Romans 8:38,39, 2 Corinthians 5:17). This is called the baptism of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13)

b) By our first birth we are "in Adam" (1 Corinthians 15:22). By the new birth we share Christ's eternal life, His righteousness, His destiny, His sonship, His priesthood. etc. Everything He is, we are-, and all He has, we have.

c) Christianity is a relationship to Jesus Christ that cannot change. The barrier between God and man has been removed by Jesus Christ on the cross.

d) The issue now is the person of Jesus Christ. He has solved the problem of sin in the human race.

SUMMARY OF THE BARRIER AND ITS REMOVAL

BARRIER






WORK OF CHRIST

SIN (Romans 3:23)




Redemption (1 Corinthians 1:29-30, Colossians 1:14) 






Unlimited Atonement (1 John 2:2, 2 Peter 2:1)

PENALTY





Expiation (Colossians 2:14) 

(Romans 6:23)

BIRTH






Regeneration (John 3:3, Galatians 3:26, John 1:11-12) 

(John 3:6)

CHARACTER OF GOD




Propitiation (1 John 2:2, Romans 3:25) 

(Romans 3:23)

RIGHTEOUSNESS OF MAN



Justification (Romans 3:24, Romans 5:1) 

(Isaiah 64:6)





Imputation (Romans 3:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

LIFE






Positional Truth (1 John 5:11-12) 

(1 Corinthians 15:22)

Zephaniah 1:18
18   Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD's wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land. 

KEY WORDS
Deliver


naw-tsal

snatch them away, deliver them…

Devoured

aw-kal

burned up, consumed totally with only the ashes left…
Jealousy


kin-aw

jealousy over them
Speedy


kaw-law

a quick and total destructive end
REFLECTION
These people foolishly believe that they will be able to bribe their way out of captivity, and escape the worst treatment because they are wealthy and have something to offer the Babylonians.  They have forgotten that the enemy will simply kill them and take everything.  They have nothing to bribe with, or anything to sell, for they are simply captives and will be abused and killed at will from that point onwards.  Isaiah 1:13, Amos 4:6-13, Luke 16:15.
God is “sick of them” and all their evils, and wants them gone from the land, for they have had long enough to repent.  They have run out of time and God has run out of patience with them and they have a very limited time to get their lives secured by repentance before the enemy kills them all.  Jeremiah 52:29 records only 832 people repent and are saved alive to march to Babylon, all the rest are killed in the capture of the city.  

APPLICATION
1.
Nothing will deliver us from the hand of judgment if the Lord judges us.  We must come before the Lord alone to seek salvation, for our work is of no value whatsoever.  Let us come before the Lord to get help and not trust in men.  
2.
Depend upon the Lord in all things in your life.  Do not try to out think your circumstances, simply rest in the Lord’s hands and he will deliver you in all things.  Trust in the Lord and do not lean upon your own understanding; be filled and guided by the Holy Spirit alone.
Proverbs 3:1-7
“1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:

2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.

3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:

4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.

5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.

8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.

9 Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:

10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty….”
Notes
CHAPTER TWO

Zephaniah 2:1-3
1    Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not desired; 

2   Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the LORD come upon you, before the day of the LORD's anger come upon you. 

3   Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD's anger. 

KEY WORDS
Gather


kaw-shash
assemble, gather yourselves together
Desired


kaw-saf

not pined after, not desired as a lover, doesn't grow pale (not face truth)
Decree


khoke

decree, ordinance, appointment


Bring forth

yaw-lad

given birth to a child

Pass


aw-bar

go away, disappear, pass away

Chaff


motes

winnowed chaff/straw after the grain has been removed

Fierce anger

khaw-rone
heated anger, deep rage

Seek


baw-kash
seek out, strive after

Meek


aw-nawv

humble, lowly, meek, poor

Wrought


paw-al

habitually and systematically worked out, made your habit

Judgment

mishpat

his righteous judgments/commandments

Righteousness

tsediq

righteous standard of the Lord

May be


oo-lay-ee
perhaps, maybe, possibly (in the Lord’s hands, not your own)

Hid


saw-tham
may be kept hidden, secretly safe

REFLECTION
“Assemble all your strength Judah, for you will need it, but it will not be enough to withstand what I will do to you!”  God’s challenge to these people is blunt and final; their day of grace is over.  There are two ways of taking the phrase, a nation not desired, and both may be meant here. The first is that the Lord no longer desires them as a whole as his people, for they have, except for a small remnant (from which he will rebuild the nation) rejected him fully and finally and for the last time.  The disobedient ones are now “not desired” and will be eliminated from the Plan of God.   That is the terrible thing about their attitude; it separates them from the plan of God forever.   The second meaning of the phrase is, a nation that “does not grow pale”, and while it often refers to lovers, it also may be, they simply “don’t get” reality, and will not face the truth about their sin, and “grow pale” with conviction and sadness/shock at what they have done.  Isaiah 1:4-6, 12-18.
Joel 2:16-17  “Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God?
The call is still to repentance however, and as we see in verses 2-3 there is still hope for those who repent and turn to the Lord.  From 100 years before the people had the words of Isaiah to refer to and remember.  And he also had called to repentance, and a remnant had responded, and those people in the city of Jerusalem who had repented were delivered. Isaiah 36-37.  Just as in Isaiah’s day there would be miraculous deliverances in this day of wrath that had come upon them.  They were facing God’s wrath for the same reason that their ancestors had 100 years before; idolatry, immorality and disobedience.  In Zephaniah’s day however the opportunity for national deliverance had passed, but in grace, if they individually responded to the challenge of the prophets, and repented, they would be led to safety.  Isaiah 25:8-9.   The old promises of God still applied, but to individuals who were obedient only now; it was sadly too late for the nation as a whole.  Ezekiel 12:25-28.
Isaiah 26:3-9.
“3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.

4 Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength:

5 For he bringeth down them that dwell on high; the lofty city, he layeth it low; he layeth it low, even to the ground; he bringeth it even to the dust.

6 The foot shall tread it down, even the feet of the poor, and the steps of the needy.

7 The way of the just is uprightness: thou, most upright, dost weigh the path of the just.

8 Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O LORD, have we waited for thee; the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee.

9 With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.”
The “divine decree” has been passed over the land and the fierce wrath of the Lord will burn like fire over it all and burn away all the chaff.  The people must decide whether they will remain chaff or become wheat and be saved!  The Lord will use this very reference to chaff in his own day to describe the days that will come forty years after the Cross, when the Romans will do what the Babylonians did.  Matthew 3:12, Luke 3:17.    
The job of the prophet and the pastor is to tell the truth to God’s people and bring the warning to them that they need to hear.  He must be careful to be accurate and strong in his words, so that none mistake the meaning.  He must not soften his words, but bluntly warn so that all hear and have no excuse for not responding.  The call to Ezekiel, who will be taken into captivity in 597 BC after the city of Jerusalem was taken for the second time, was very blunt regarding this duty of the Lord’s prophet-preacher.   Note the strength required, for it is still the same today, and the Holy Spirit alone provides the strength to obey these words.
Ezekiel 2:6-7, 3:4-11, 17-20.

“6 And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost dwell among scorpions: be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at their looks, though they be a rebellious house.

7 And thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious.

3:4 And he said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with my words unto them.

5 For thou art not sent to a people of a strange speech and of an hard language, but to the house of Israel;

6 Not to many people of a strange speech and of an hard language, whose words thou canst not understand. Surely, had I sent thee to them, they would have hearkened unto thee.

7 But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the house of Israel are impudent and hardhearted.

8 Behold, I have made thy face strong against their faces, and thy forehead strong against their foreheads.

9 As an adamant harder than flint have I made thy forehead: fear them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, though they be a rebellious house.

10 Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, all my words that I shall speak unto thee receive in thine heart, and hear with thine ears.

11 And go, get thee to them of the captivity, unto the children of thy people, and speak unto them, and tell them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear.

17 Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me.

18 When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.

19 Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.

20 Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumbling-block before him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand.

21 Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul.”
The challenge is to individual response, and as a person faces this challenge and rests upon the Lord alone, they will be kept in the midst of the carnage that unfolds around them.  In 605 BC that meant that Daniel and his three friends were taken into captivity and prospered there, and were mightily used by the Lord.  In 597 BC that meant that Ezekiel and his wife went into captivity, and he would be mightily used of the Lord there to bring the great revival that would save the remnant, and Daniel would protect them all from the palace.  God delivers his people, but it can be in strange ways.  As they were marched to Babylon in chains many would be excused from not seeing that it was actually deliverance, but it was.  Romans 8:26-28.  
The challenge was to seek the Lord in the midst of the great troubles they faced.  If they humbly do so they would find that the Lord met them, just as he met David and Isaiah before them.  They would still be the “chosen people” if the remnant responded, and praise God, the remnant of faith did respond, and the nation was saved through them. Psalm 105:1-6, Isaiah 64:4-9, 65:6-9, Habakkuk 2:4.
APPLICATION
1.
God’s promises still apply to us all as we walk in faith, resting in the truth of his holy character and the dependability of his Holy Word.  Let us rest upon his truth and draw strength from the Word in our dark days, for his truth never changes and his promises are new every morning.  
2.
It is the humble (meek) who will be hidden in the midst of the great judgment that is coming upon them as a people.  It is still the humble who can be delivered, and will be as they trust in the Lord alone.  The just shall indeed live by faith alone.  Let us walk in faith and hope, for we come before the throne of grace and mercy when we walk this way.
2 Corinthians 13:14  “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.” 

DOCTRINE

GOD – TRINITY 
1.
There is one God.  He has manifest Himself in three personalities. (2 Samuel 23:1-3, Isaiah 48:16, Isaiah 63:7-10, Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:33, 2 Corinthians 13:14)

2.
The oneness of God refers to the unity or sameness of character.  All three members of the Trinity are equal (Philippians 2:6, Deuteronomy 6:4, Acts 17:29, Romans 1:20, Colossians 2:9), although they have different functions/purposes in relation to man.

3.
The three members are distinguished according to their function in the plan of salvation (1 Peter 1:2-3)

a) The Father - the authority, who planned our salvation (Isaiah 14:27, John 4:34, 5:17, 12:44, 1Corinthians 8:6a, Ephesians 3:11)

b) The Son - the obedient son, who was born as a man, died for our sins, and rose from the dead  (John 4:34, 5:17, Hebrews 10:7)

c) The Holy Spirit - the ministering servant, who reveals the Son and sanctifies us  (John 16:8-11).

4.
The Son is the only visible member of the Trinity (John 1:18, 6:46, 1 Timothy 6:16, 1 John 4:12).  He was revealed in the Old Testament in Christophonies (e.g. the Angel of Jehovah) and became flesh in the New Testament (Exodus 3:14 cf. John 8:58; Psalm 10:16 cf. Revelation 11:15; Zechariah 14 cf. Revelation 19).

5.
 Evidences of the Trinity:

a) Affirmed by the use of the title Elohim (plural, Gods) in the Old Testament and the plural pronoun "us" in (Genesis 1:26, 3:22, 11:7).

b) The worship of God we have repeated three times "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty (Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4).

c) The name (singular) of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit indicates Trinity (Matthew 28:19-20).

d) The Lord's Baptism - the Spirit descends, the Father speaks from heaven and the Son is baptised (Matthew 3).

6.
Light is a good illustration of the Trinity (1 John 1:5).  Light is one, but has three elements:

a) Father - actinic light - that part of light which is not seen or felt.

b) Son - luminiferous - that part of light which is both seen and felt.

c) Spirit - calorific - that part of light which is not seen but felt.

GRACE

1. Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. Therefore Grace is unmerited favour from God.

2. Grace depends on the character of God therefore Grace depends on who and what God is. Grace is what God can do for man and still be true to his own character.

3. The believer must recognise the difference between legalism and grace. Legalism is man's work intruding upon the plan of God.

4. The greatest thing God can do for the saved person is to make him exactly like His Son Jesus Christ. This is accomplished in three stages of sanctification.

5. Positional Sanctification:  At Salvation every believer enters into union with Christ. (Hebrews 1:2) Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father and is therefore superior to all angels in his humanity. At the point of salvation we are entered into union with Christ thus we are positionally higher than angels. We are positionally seated with Christ at God's right hand.

6. Experiential Sanctification:  During the Christian's life on the earth the time spent under the power of the Holy Spirit. During this time we produce the character of God in our lives - gold, silver, precious stones. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

7. Ultimate Sanctification:  When the believer receives a resurrection body he loses the sin nature and all human good. At this point the believer is physically superior to all angels. He remains in this perfect state eternally.

8. All believers have tasted of Grace at least once (1 Peter 2:3). This refers to the point of Salvation at which the believer receives at least 34 things which he did not earn or deserve. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) Disorientation to grace is the believer's greatest occupational hazard in his Christian life. (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 12:15)

9. The divine attitude to grace is expressed in (Isaiah 30:18, 19) God is constantly waiting to pour out his blessing on all believers in the Christian life.

10. Grace in salvation is expressed in many ways. It is always the same - believing in Jesus Christ (Psalm 103:8-12, Romans 3:23-4, Romans 4:4, 5:20, Ephesians 2:8, 9)

11. There are many ways in which the Christian life expresses GRACE:

a) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

b) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) Growth (2 Peter 3:18)

d) Stability (1 Peter 5:12)

e) Lifestyle (Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 1:12)

f) Production of Divine Good (1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 6:1

12. Grace is the correct attitude in relation to giving. (2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

13. Grace is the only means of coping with suffering in the Christian life. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) Through Grace God is able to bless the believer in the midst of the pressures and adversities of life. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

14. Implications of grace:

a) God is perfect, his plan is perfect.

b) A perfect plan can only originate from a perfect God.

c) If man could do anything in the plan of God the plan would no longer be perfect.

d) A plan is no stronger than its weakest link. Grace therefore excludes all human merit, all human ability.

e) Legalism, human works is the enemy of Grace.

f) The works of human righteousness have therefore no place in the plan of God. (Isaiah 64:6)

MERCY 

1. The Hebrew and Greek words for mercy carry the meanings of, gentleness, tenderness, and compassion towards others. 

2. It is not a passive concern but an active one that works out to help the one in need of love and concern.  

3. God is merciful towards us all. Exodus 33:19, Romans 9:15, Isaiah 13:18, Jeremiah 6:23, 21:7, cf. 1 Kings 8:50, Jeremiah 3:13, 42:12

4. God is rich in mercy towards us. Ephesians 2:4, James 5:11, 1 Timothy 1:2, 2 Timothy 1:2, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:3.

5. People appealed to the Lord on the basis of his mercy towards the weak and needy. Matthew 9:27, 15:22, 17:15, 20:30, Mark 10:47, 48, Luke 17:13, 18:38, 39.

6. The good Samaritan's acts were praised by the Lord as acts of mercy. Luke 10:37

7. When the rich man appealed to Abraham in the story of Dives, he appealed on the basis of mercy Luke 16:24.

8. As we are recipients of mercy so we must be merciful to others. Zechariah 7:9, 10, Luke 1:50.

9. Grace gives us that (blessing) which we don't deserve; mercy withholds that (judgement) which we do deserve.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – PRAYER

1. We may know the provision of God but we must communicate with Him in order to obtain this provision.

a) Prayer is the believer's means of communicating with God.

b) The Bible is God's way of communicating with man.

2. Promises Involving Prayer

a) Matthew 21:22 We should ask believing.

b) Matthew 18:19 The power of corporate prayer.

c) Psalm 116:1, 2 God is always available to hear our prayer.

d) Isaiah 65:24 God will answer while we are yet praying.

e) Matthew 7:7 We are commanded to pray.

f) John 14:13-14 We can ask for anything in His name.

g) Philippians 4:6 The prayer should be with thanksgiving.

h) 1 Thessalonians 5:17 We should pray without ceasing.

i) Hebrews 4:16 We can come boldly to the throne of Grace.

3. Prayer Divided into 4 Segments

a) Confession of sins (1 John 1:9)

b) Thanksgiving (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

c) Intercession for others (Ephesians 6:18)

d) Petitions for one's own needs (Hebrews 4:16)

4.  Power of Prayer

a) Individual - Elijah and the burnt offering (1 Kings 18:36-39)

b) Corporate - the release of Peter from prison (Acts 12:1-18)

5.  One Prayer that could not be Answered 

The prayer of our Lord on the Cross (Psalm 22:1-18)

6.  To Whom are Prayers Addressed?

a) Directed to the Father - (Matthew 6:5-9) 

b) In the name of the Son - (Hebrews 7:25)

c) In the power of the Spirit - (Romans 8:26-27)

The Son (Jesus) and Spirit are interceding for us.

7.  Prayers can be Divided into Petition and Desire

a) Petition - What you ask God for (e.g. a new car).

b) Desire - The desire behind the petition (e.g. happiness because you have a new car).

8.  Four Possible Combinations

a) Petition answered - Desire not answered.  Psalm 106:15 - The quails of the Exodus generation.  1 Samuel 8:5 - A king to reign over Israel.

b) Petition not answered - Desire answered. Genesis 18:23 - The preservation of Sodom.  2 Corinthians 12:7 - Removal of the thorn in Paul's side.

c) Petition answered - Desire answered.  1 Kings 18:36-37 - Elijah requests fire for the offering.  Luke 23:42 -The penitent thief's prayer.  Type c) represents the perfect prayer.

d) Petition not answered - Desire not answered.  Type d) unanswered prayer has 8 main reasons which are shown in paragraph 9.

9.  Reasons for Unanswered Prayer

a) Lack of belief (Matthew 21:22)

b) Selfishness (James 4:3)

c) Unconfessed sin (Psalm 66:18)

d) Lack of compassion (Proverbs 21:13)

e) Pride and self righteousness (Job 35:12-13)

f) Lack of filling of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:18)

g) Lack of obedience (1 John 3:22)

h) Not in the Divine will (1 John 5:14)

Most of the reasons for unanswered prayer, is some form of sin in the life, which can be solved by confession of known sins as per paragraph 3 a) under the concept of  1John 1:9.

10.  Intercessory Prayer

a) This is one of the four factors in a prayer, which are:-

i) Confession of sins

ii) Thanksgiving

iii) Intercession

iv) Own needs.

b) The power of intercessory prayer is taught in (1 Kings 18:42-46) the principle being found in (James 5:16-18)

c) The power of prevailing prayer is shown in (Acts 12)

d) The prayer for the unbeliever (Romans 10:1)

e) Prayer for an unknown believer (Colossians 1:3-11)

f) Prayer for the known believer (Ephesians 1:15-23)

Zephaniah 2:4-7
4   For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon a desolation: they shall drive out Ashdod at the noon day, and Ekron shall be rooted up. 

5   Woe unto the inhabitants of the sea coast, the nation of the Cherethites!  The word of the LORD is against you; O Canaan, the land of the Philistines, I will even destroy thee, that there shall be no inhabitant. 

6   And the sea coast shall be dwellings and cottages for shepherds, and folds for flocks. 

7  And the coast shall be for the remnant of the house of Judah; they shall feed thereupon: in the houses of Ashkelon shall they lie down in the evening: for the LORD their God shall visit them, and turn away their captivity. 

KEY WORDS
Forsaken

awzab

left desolate, become a refuse tip

Desolation

ophel

a mound of ruins
Drive out

gaw-rash
drive out as captives, lead away as captives
Rooted up

aw-kar

dug up by the roots, exterminated
Destroy


aw-bad

utterly destroy
Lie down

raw-bats

lie down, recline in peace at table
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paw-kad

muster for punishment/reward
Turn away

shoob

turn back/away, reverse, cause to “retreat” 
Captivity


shed-eeth
imprisonment
REFLECTION
The judgment upon the land will not be of the Jewish people only, but also all their allies in the conspiracy against Babylon.  The Philistines and Cretans/proto-Greek peoples (all who had settled on the coast between Gaza and Joppa, had been thoroughly conquered by David and many were saved and entered into his army, with his two “Old Guard” regiments being made up of these peoples. 2 Samuel 15:18-22.  They were the most loyal and faithful men he had and the “godly remnant” of these people would emerge in the days of Jesus when the Canaanite woman from the coastal region approached the Lord and sought his help.  Matthew 15:22-28.
These people groups had bound themselves with Zedekiah in active rebellion against Babylon, and they would all face the same fate as Jerusalem and the other fortified cities of the land.  They would all be seized and their survivors taken into captivity.  Each of these great cities would be reduced to a heap of rubble and few would return to rebuild them, even though Cyrus the Great allowed all enslaved populations to return to their ancestral lands.  Their lands would mainly become pasture for the Jewish people on their return.   What was once organised city controlled lands would become the land for pastoralists and the houses where once officials lived would be the ruins in which shepherds would rest at night only.  A number of these sites have been excavated in recent years and the destruction layers are significant, and most of the old Philistine cities were not rebuilt.   Their remnant merged into later Israel and the Arabs who came later.
APPLICATION
1.
The justice of God will come upon all people who stand against the truth.  Babylon was the chosen instrument to eliminate Assyria and judge disbelief throughout the region.  Those who stood against Babylon stood against the flow of history.   Let us be sure we are on the right side of history in our own day, and see what God is doing, and take our stand within the clear doctrines of the Word.
2.
What is strong and mighty is so only under the grace of God.  The greatest cities of the Philistines all fell to the Babylonians and were reduced to heaps of rubble.  All man’s work is to become rubble in time.  Let us put our efforts into things that last eternally.  
DOCTRINES

GOD – PLAN OF GOD

1. In eternity past, God designed a plan for every believer, which takes into account every event and decision in human history.

2. The plan centres on the person of Jesus Christ. (1 John 3:23, Ephesians 1:4-6)

3. Entrance into the plan is based on the principle of grace (Ephesians 2:8, 9) where the sovereignty of God and the free will of Man meet at the cross. God brings salvation which is complete, Man brings his faith.

4. God's plan was so designed so as to include all events and actions. (1 Peter 1:2)

5. Under His plan God has decreed to do some things directly and some through agencies, Israel, the Church.

6. Without interfering with human free will in any way God has designed a plan so perfect that it includes cause and effect, as well as provision, preservation and function.

7. There are many functions in the Plan of God. They all constitute one whole comprehensive plan which is perfect, eternal and unchangeable.

8. The plan of God is consistent with human freedom and does not limit or coerce human free will. Distinction should be made between what God causes and what God permits. God causes the Cross but permits sin. God is neither the author of sin nor sponsors sin.

9. His plan portrays that man has free will. God never condones sin in the human race. Man started in perfect environment and innocence. Man sinned of his own free will. Man will sin in the perfect environment of the Millennium.

10. Distinction should be made between the divine plans which are related to the plan of God and divine laws which regulate human conduct on the earth. Divine laws occur in time, divine plans occur in eternity.

11. God's plans derive from His foreknowledge. He recognised in eternity past those things which are certain. The foreknowledge of God makes no things certain, but only perceives in eternity past those things that are certain.

12. There is a difference between foreknowledge and fore ordination. Fore ordination establishes certainty but does not provide for the certainty which is established. It is the plan that provides. (Romans 8:29, Acts 2:23, 1 Peter 1:2)

13. Therefore the elect are foreknown and the foreknown are elect. God knew in eternity past what way each free will would go for each particular problem in life. God does not coerce human free will but He does know what way each freewill will choose at any given time. As free will decides so God provides.

14. Since God cannot contradict His own character He plans the best for the believer. God is perfect, His plan and provisions are therefore perfect.

15. The cross was planned in eternity past but the human free will of Christ decided for the cross at Gethsemane. (Matthew 26:39-42) God has provided salvation through the cross and it is a free will decision as to whether one accepts it or not.

16. No plan in itself opposes human freedom but once a choice is made from the free will then the plan limits your human freedom. At the same time it gives you the freedom to love and appreciate God. God lays down the means of living the Christian life. 

GOD – COMFORT FOR BELIEVERS

1. God is in control. Nothing will ever happen to you as a Christian that you have not had the opportunity to develop resources to deal with. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

2. God's character is stable.

(a) If God is for you who can be against you. (Romans 8:31-34)

(b) No matter what happens God's love is stable. (Romans 8:35-39)

3. God's promises are secure for He is always with us. (Matthew 28:19-20, Jeremiah 1:19)

4. God's power is always the same:-

(a) He will always keep us. (John 10:29, 2 Timothy 1:12,)

(b) God does not forget us or loose His power to keep. (Jude 24)

(c) Even if we fall away from fellowship we still are saved. (2 Timothy 2:13)

5. God knew before time what we would need in time and has provided for the supply of all our needs. (Philippians 4:19, Hebrews 4:16, Ephesians 3:12,)

6. God has the power to bless us. (2 Corinthians 9:8)

7. God is able to make all grace abound towards us. (Ephesians 3:20)

8. We should grow to the place of real confidence and blessing. (2 Peter 3:18)

9. We do this by feeding on His Word. (John 6:29, 33, 63)

GOD – FAITHFULNESS OF GOD

1. God's faithfulness is based on his unchangeability - Hebrews 13:8

2. God's faithfulness is renewed "every day" - Lamentations 3:21-24

3. His promises are sure - Hebrews 10:23

4. The faithfulness of Christ continues even when we are unfaithful - 2 Timothy 2:13

5. Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest - Hebrews 2:17

6. God is faithful to forgive sins - 1 John 1:9

7. God is faithful to keep us saved - 2 Timothy 2:13

8. God is faithful to deliver us through temptation - 1 Corinthians 10:13

9. God is faithful to keep His promises to us - Hebrews 10:23

10. God is faithful to us in suffering - 1 Peter 4:19

11. God is faithful in fulfilling His plan for us - I Thessalonians 5:24

12. God is faithful to strengthen us - 2 Thessalonians 3:3

13. God is the faithful partner of our union with Christ - 1 Corinthians 1:9

14. Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest - Hebrews 2:17

15. Jesus Christ is synonymous with faithfulness - Revelation 19:11

Zephaniah 2:8-9
8   I have heard the reproach of Moab, and the revilings of the children of Ammon, whereby they have reproached my people, and magnified themselves against their border. 

9    Therefore as I live, saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Surely Moab shall be as Sodom, and the children of Ammon as Gomorrah, even the breeding of nettles, and saltpits, and a perpetual desolation: the residue of my people shall spoil them, and the remnant of my people shall possess them. 

KEY WORDS
Reproach

kher-paw
shame, rebuke, reproach, insulting

Revilings

ghid-doo-faw
reviling, hate filled insults
Reproached

kahw-raf

insulted, reviled, exposed to ridicule, cursed, blasphemed
Magnified

gaw-deesh
heaped up like a stack of corn sheaves
Perpetual

o-lowm

to the vanishing point of eternity/infinity 
Desolation

shee-mam-aw
an astonishment to all who see it, desolation
Residue


yeh-ther

the “overhang”, the residue, the ones left
Spoil


bawzaz

plunder, seize the spoil
Possess


naw-khal
inherit, settle, be bequeathed their land 
REFLECTION
Having discussed the nations to the west of the Jewish State, the prophet turns east and discussed the nations there who would be part of the conspiracy of Zedekiah, or would later rebel and be destroyed by the Babylonians, for none would escape Nebuchadnezzar’s armies.  The Moabites history is one of blessing (Ruth and David) and of cursing, for they would often sweep in and harry the land and murder and pillage.  Many amongst them took great pleasure in the destruction of Judah and the spoiling of her cities, and took an active part in the devastation.  They were joined in this pillaging by the Ammonites also.  2 Kings 24:2.
Their great evils, in kicking the Jewish people when they were down, would lead to their own destruction.   As we do to others, in God’s righteous justice, will always rebound to our own head later.  It is just timing.  They were insulting and abusive, and so the enemy would reproach and insult them.  They were murderous in their actions and so they would be murdered by the enemy when they seized their land. As they did to others, so would be done to them.  They would be without excuse, and have no just complaint to the Lord.  
Jeremiah would receive specific prophetic words to give to Moab and Ammon to go far further than these first words of warning to them from Zephaniah.  Jeremiah 48-49.  Ezekiel would also receive a prophetic word of judgment for the nations of Ammon, Moab, Edom and Philistia.  Ezekiel 25.   Even though they had abused, and would abuse God’s people further in the years 597-586, the Lord still gave these places warning, that some from within them might repent and be saved.  

APPLICATION
1.
Even the pagan nations that abused Judah were warned, for the Lord will have none without excuse before his throne.  2 Peter 3:9.  Let us warn all peoples of the grace, mercy, and judgment of God.  Psalm 103:6-17.
2.
As we mete out to others will be meted out to us!  This remains a fixed principle of the Lord’s dealings with men.  Matthew 7:1-5.   Let us be as gracious to others as our Lord has been gracious towards us.
DOCTRINE
GRACE   See page 40
Zephaniah 2:10-11
10   This shall they have for their pride, because they have reproached and magnified themselves against the people of the LORD of hosts. 

11   The LORD will be terrible unto them: for he will famish all the gods of the earth; and men shall worship him, every one from his place, even all the isles of the heathen. 

KEY WORDS
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arrogance, swelling pride
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exposed, defamed, cursed
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gaw-deesh
heaped up stacks of corn – magnified their assets as if they will last!
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cause you fear, frighten you
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REFLECTION
When they ask why these things have come upon them, they are to be told that it is the same reason that judgment fell upon the Jews; their pride and arrogance towards the Lord God.  They lifted themselves up against the Jewish people and so they have paid the price for arrogance, and it is a heavy price, for as they have done so is done to them.  There is absolute justice in this, but absolute ruthlessness also, for these people will cease to be nations in history and will find their survival only in the gene pool of others, while the Jews will survive as a specific people.  They played and they lost.
It was their paganism that destroyed them, and they had known of the God of Israel long enough to forsake their pathetic demonic gods for the truth.  They had experienced over 1000 years of grace in which time they had multiple opportunities to forsake their demons and serve the living God.  Some did, but their paganism always re-established itself. Their “gods” were actually demons, Leviticus 17:7, Deuteronomy 32:17, and they would be judged and eliminated from the land.  There would be no worshipers left to feed their altars.
APPLICATION
1.
Heathenism is to be preached about, and the true nature of the so called “gods” is to be made known.  These things are evil and are to be walked away from quickly, and preached against thoroughly.  
2.
We are to leave the destruction of the demons in the Lord’s hands, for they will all be eliminated from the earth one day. Revelation 20:5-15.  With Satan, their master, they will all be cast into the Lake of Fire, with all who have followed after their evil ways.  Be strong when opposing the demonic forces, 1 John 4:4, and walk in the Holy Spirit’s power dressed in the full armour of the Spirit.  Ephesians 5:18, 6:10-18.
DOCTRINE

HEATHENISM AND GOD-CONSCIOUSNESS   See page 9
Zephaniah 2:12-13
12   Ye Ethiopians also, ye shall be slain by my sword. 

13   And he will stretch out his hand against the north, and destroy Assyria; and will make Nineveh a desolation, and dry like a wilderness. 

KEY WORDS
Slain


khaw-lawl
pierced through, killed, life destroyed
Stretch out

naw-taw

stretch out the hand – of a king to indicate attack direction

Destroy


awbad

break, destroy perish
Desolation

shee-mam-aw
desolation, astonishment
REFLECTION
The Ethiopian dynasty of Egypt would try to resist the Babylonians and would be destroyed, their nation subjugated, and it would enter the Persian Empire after the Babylonian collapse to the Persians.  In the days of writing of this prophetic word the great power was not Babylon, but was Assyria.  It was only in 626 BC that Babylon cast off the Assyrian yoke of bondage, and established themselves as a power again. It would be in 612 BC that their great fortress megapolis of Nineveh would fall to the combined armies that Nebuchadnezzar and his father had put together.  Nahum 1:1, 2:10-11, 3:7-15.
When Zephaniah spoke there was no-one who would have picked Nineveh’s fall, for the Assyrian Empire was expected to re-conquer Babylon not Babylon destroy Nineveh.  The Egyptians were also seen to be strong, but were actually very weak at this time.  Their armies were still large, but they were as a people in decline and would not dominate the Middle East again.  Their day in the sun was over.  The glories of the pyramid builders were already almost 2000 years in the past in this day of Zephaniah, and Egypt was a shadow of its former self.  Jeremiah 46:2-26.
APPLICATION
1.
It didn't matter how powerful and fierce the enemies of Judah had been, for like Assyria and Egypt they would all fall.  Do not see powerful figures and nations as man sees them believer, see them as God sees them.  All the powers of man will fall.  God’s power alone triumphs in the end.
2.
Nations rise and fall.  Do not doubt the justice of God, or the power of God, for He holds all things in his hands.  Pray for the protection of God’s people in the midst of evil nations, for the Lord can and will keep his people.  Uphold them today in prayer.
Zephaniah 2:14-15
14   And flocks shall lie down in the midst of her, all the beasts of the nations: both the cormorant and the bittern shall lodge in the upper lintels of it; their voice shall sing in the windows; desolation shall be in the thresholds: for he shall uncover the cedar work. 

15   This is the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly, that said in her heart, I am, and there is none beside me: how is she become a desolation, a place for beasts to lie down in! every one that passeth by her shall hiss, and wag his hand. 

KEY WORDS
Desolation

kho-reb

drought, desolation of dryness
Uncover


aw-rar

make bare, strip naked

Rejoicing

ahl-leez

joyful the city…
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confidently, safely as they thought
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shaw-rak
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noo-ah

wave in contempt and amazement
REFLECTION
The great megapolis of Nineveh was actually three great cities connected by a wall many miles long.  It was a vast complex with possibly as many as one-three million people within it by this time.  The Empire was powerful, and this is the first Empire that is recorded to have fallen from a place of strength not any weakness.  They were mighty indeed and cruel, but they fell totally and completely.  One army alone escaped from the city when it fell and they made their way to Harran where the Babylonians caught up with them four years later and destroyed them, and later the Egyptian Army that was sent to assist them at the famous Battle of Carchemish.   
They were so powerful in their Empire days that they believed they would last forever.  Isaiah 10:12-14, 22:1-5.  As I read these verses of Isaiah’s from 100 years before a shiver ran down my spine, for he saw in his vision the falling of the wall  of Nineveh and the binding of their people by the Scythian archers who came with Nebuchadnezzar to destroy them.  These people boasted of their power but a flood of the Tigris River carried away several miles of their wall and allowed the enemy forces to pour into the city.   Their pride led to their fall, as it does for every group.  They were so confident of their power that they ignored God, and their mistake in that was fatal.  

It is recorded in the “Persian Expedition” of Xenophon that when the Greek army marched past the site of ancient Nineveh none could even tell them what the great city was, so total was its destruction and the elimination of its people. Those living around the city only 200 years later had no knowledge of the place whose ruins they camped amongst.   People “hissed” through their teeth when they thought of this nation’s fall, for there was no “bad luck” or bad military decisions, but all saw the hand of God, for God alone brought them down.

APPLICATION
1.
People will often “wag their head” at the judgments of the Lord, and well they might.  Let us be sure to preach the Lord’s work thoroughly that men may know there is no escape from the judgment of the Lord upon them. 
2.
Nineveh is gone, Babylon is gone and one day New York and London will be gone.  Do not be foolish enough to think the West is best, for from it will emerge the Anti-Christ, and his kingdom will fall as thoroughly as the earlier satanic kingdoms fell.
DOCTRINES

PROPHECY – DANIEL'S SEVENTY WEEKS

1. Scripture:- Daniel 9:24-27

"Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity and to bring in everlasting righteousness and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. " (Daniel 9:24)

2. What is a week?  In the ancient world both Greek and Latin philosophers knew the week, as the week of years. In this system one week equals 7 years. Thus seventy weeks equal 70 x 7 years = 490 years.

3. What Type of Year?  The year used in scripture of Daniel's time was the Jewish year which Abraham had preserved from his Chaldean home. Abraham's year was the lunar year and consisted of 360 days. The period stated then is 70 x 7 x 360 days giving a total of 176 400 days.

4. Who are Involved?  'Thy people, thy holy city' refer to the Jews and Jerusalem or Judea. We therefore have a period of 490 years involving the Jews and Jerusalem.

5. When Does this Period End?

a) In the second half of verse 24 the end of the period is given by six separate events:

i) to finish the transgression - the start of the Millennium at the 2nd advent.

ii) make an end to sins - perfect environment starts at the 2nd advent and continues for a thousand years. (Romans 8:19-21)

iii) make reconciliation - since AD 70 the Jews have been dispersed amongst the nations, they will continue to be dispersed until Jesus Christ calls them back to their land at the 2nd advent.

iv) bring in everlasting righteousness - the millennium starts a period of everlasting righteousness with the reign of Christ, this everlasting righteousness continues into the eternal future. This period starts at the 2nd advent.

v) to seal up the vision and prophecy - the 2nd advent fulfils the Abrahamic, Palestinian and Davidic covenant and this prophecy.

vi) to anoint the most Holy - at the 2nd advent Jesus is anointed King of Israel.

b) The terminal point in all six statements can therefore be said to be the 2nd advent of the Lord Jesus Christ or the midnight hour of (Matthew 25:6). We thus have a period from (Daniel 9:24) of 490 Jewish years each having 360 days terminating at the 2nd Advent.

c) In the next three verses the period of 70 weeks is carefully divided into three sections.

d) "Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks (49 years) and three score and two weeks (434 years):the streets shall be built again, and the wall even in troubled times. " (Daniel 9:25)

e) We have therefore three periods into which the 70 weeks is split - 7 weeks + 62 weeks leaving a balance of 1 week. 

Expressed in years we have 49 years + 434 years + 7 years.

6. What is the Starting Point?

a) There were three edicts issued by Persian princes dating after the time of Daniel and relating to the Jews returning to their homeland, they were:-

i) The edict of Cyrus in 538 BC to rebuild the house of the Lord (Temple) (Ezra 1).

ii) The edict of Darius in 520 BC to rebuild the temple which is found in (Ezra 6) Darius' edict was to confirm Cyrus' previous order, the temple works having been stopped after the death of Cyrus.

iii) The edict of Artaxerxes Longimanus to rebuild Jerusalem in 445 BC (Nehemiah 2)

b) Inspection of Daniel 9:25 shows that the critical commandment which starts the 70 weeks clock ticking was the order to rebuild Jerusalem not the temple. The correct order was the edict of Artaxerxes in 445 BC The practice of Persian Kings was to issue such orders on their New Years day, the 1st of the month of Nisan. Using the services of the Astronomer Royal in London, Sir Robert Anderson, was able to determine that the 1st Nisan of 445 BC occurred on 14th March 445 BC. We therefore have the following date:-

c) 14th March 445 BC -- 490 years -- 2nd Advent

d) It also states that Jerusalem will be rebuilt with its walls completed after 49 years (7 weeks) in difficult circumstances. There is considerable biblical evidence that Jerusalem was rebuilt under very difficult circumstances.

e) "And after three score and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for Himself. " (Daniel 9:26a)

7. Who is the Messiah? - Jesus Christ!

In Luke's gospel on entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, just prior to his crucifixion, the crowd welcomed Jesus Christ as the promised Messiah (Luke 19:38) this being the only time when he was so called by the mass of the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

8. When was He cut off?

According to (Luke 3:1) Jesus Christ was baptised in the 15th year of Tiberius Caesar. As his ministry was three years in length, the entry into Jerusalem occurred in the 18th year of Tiberius. Searches of literature including, 'The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire' by Gibbon, has shown that Tiberius became Caesar in 14 AD Entrance into Jerusalem was therefore on Palm Sunday 32 AD Again by computation the date of Palm Sunday 32 AD was 10th Nisan or 6th April AD 32, the crucifixion occurring on 9th April AD 32.

9. If this is correct, we should find correlation between the 483 Jewish years to the cutting off of the Messiah and the time between 14th March 445 BC and 6th April AD 32. The time between these two dates is 476 years and 24 days. Total number of days are therefore as follows:-

476 years x 365 days =
 173,740

14/3 to 6/4 = 
24

Leap years = 
116

TOTAL = 
 173,880 days.

Jewish time:  483 x 360 = 
173,880 days

10. Our scale now shows:-

14th March 445 BC -- 483 years -- 6th April 32 AD

11. The following questions now arise:

Has the second advent of Jesus Christ occurred? - No.

Is it longer than 7 years since Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem? - Yes.

Therefore there must be a gap between the 69th week and the 70th week.

445 BC -- 483 years -- 32 AD -- GAP -- 7 years -- 2nd Advent

12. This gap has been filled in God's view of history by the church age. (see topic of Intercalation).

The 70th week which is 7 years in length therefore starts at the end of the church age - at the Rapture. These 7 years of the 70th week are the worst 7 years in the history of man - the tribulation.

13.  CONCLUSION The course of this 70th week is denoted in (Daniel 9:26b, 27).

a) "and the people of the prince (the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire) that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary, and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and until the end of the war, desolations are determined.

b) And he (the dictator) shall confirm the covenant (mutual defence pact) with the many (the Jews) for one week (7 years) and in the midst of the week (31/2 years) he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, (this refers to the erection of a statue in the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem, see Revelation 13:11-15). even until the consummation (the 2nd advent) and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate (the dictator will be judged and cast into hell, see Revelation 19:20)."

c) We thus have Daniel's 70 weeks divided as shown:-

d) 445 BC -- 483 years -- 32 AD -- CHURCH -- unspecified period of time -- RAPTURE -- 7 years -- 2nd Advent

PROPHECY – SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS

1. Note:  Some of the events in the Tribulation may occur in a slightly different sequence.

2. CHURCH AGE

a) Rapture of the Church (1 Corinthians 15:51-58, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

b) Judgement Seat of Christ (believers only - purpose is rewards) (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).

3. TRIBULATION (first 3 1/2 years)

a) Revival of Roman Empire, Ten Nation Confederacy (Daniel 7:7, 24, Revelation 13:1, 17:3, 12, 13).

b) Rise of Middle East Dictator (Daniel 7:8, Revelation 13:1-8).

c) Temple rebuilt in Jerusalem

d) Seven seals judgements (Revelation 6:1ff) and seven trumpets judgements (Revelation 8:7ff).

e) Two witnesses preach from Jerusalem until killed. 

f) Peace treaty with Israel (Daniel 9:27).

g) World church established (Revelation 17:1-15).

h) Russia attacks Israel about four years before the second coming of Christ (Ezekiel 38, 39).

4. GREAT TRIBULATION (second 3 1/2 years)

a) Peace treaty with Israel broken

b) Antichrist sets up Abomination of Desolation and demands worship (Matthew 24:15,21).

c) World government, world economic system, world religion begins (Daniel 7:23, Revelation 13:5-8, 17:16, 17).

d) Seven bowl judgements (Revelation 16:2ff).

e) Martyrdom of many Tribulation Saints and Jews (Revelation 7:9-17, 13:15).

f) Catastrophic divine judgements poured out on the earth (Revelation 6:17).

g) World war breaks out in Middle East; battle of Armageddon (Daniel 11:40-45, Revelation 9:13-21, 16:12-16).

5. SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST

a) Second coming of Christ (Matthew 24:27-31, Revelation 19:11).

b) Tribulation surviving believers proceed into the Millennium (Matthew 3:12).

c) Unbelievers cast off the earth (Ezekiel 20:33-38, Matthew 3,12, 25:31-46, Jude 14, 15, Revelation 19:15-21, 20:1-4).

d) Satan bound (Revelation 20:1-3).

e) Resurrection of Old Testament saints and Tribulation martyrs (Revelation 20:4).

6. MILLENNIUM

a) Millennial kingdom begins (Revelation 20:5, 6).

b) Christ reigns on earth for 1,000 years in perfect environment and peace (Revelation 20:4-6).

c) Satan released at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7-9).

d) Rebellion of Gog and Magog at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7-10).

e) Resurrection of all unbelievers (Revelation 20:5a).

f) Great White Throne Judgement (unbelievers only - purpose is judgement) (Revelation 20:11-15).

7. ETERNITY

a) New heaven, new earth, new Jerusalem (Revelation 21, 22).

b) Believers blessed forever with Christ (Revelation 21 - 22:5).

c) Unbelievers punished forever with Satan (Matthew 25:41).

Notes
CHAPTER THREE

3:1   Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing city!

3:2   She obeyed not the voice; she received not correction; she trusted not in the LORD; she drew not near to her God.

KEY WORDS
Filthy


maw-raw

rebelling, mistreating, filthy
Polluted


gaw-al


polluted, defiled/stained by evil
Oppressing

yaw-naw


maltreating, oppressing of others by violence
Obeyed not

shaw-mar

did not pay close attention to and concentrate upon

Received not

law-khak


did not receive, and take onboard

Correction

moo-sawr

warning, instruction, correction 

Trusted not

baw-takh

express trust, rest confidently in, put hope in 

Drew not near

kaw-rab


draw near to interact with

REFLECTION
Having entered this chapter from the previous one it is easy to think we are still speaking of the destruction of Assyria and her great capital Nineveh, but sadly the city of Jerusalem has become as evil as Nineveh was.  Under Manasseh the murders in this city were like a Mafia scourge.   The very leadership murdered each other!  2 Kings 21:1-9, 16.  This was stopped only briefly during Josiah’s days, and broke out again quickly after his death.  The revival that he led was but skin deep and its effect soon passed.  Isaiah 30:1-3.
The city “fathers” were concerned about their own wealth only and did unspeakable things to each other.  The city’s people were rebellious against the Lord, turning from truth to error, and genuine worship to serving demons through the pagan gods and goddesses.  They would not shrink back from “filthy” paganism, but threw themselves into more and more evil worship, even child sacrifice.  Jeremiah 6:6-10, 22:13-19, Ezekiel 22:1-22.
The prophets spoke to these people directly, but they refused to hear closely the Word of God, and turned away to their own lusts and followed after them.  They heard the Word of the Lord but did not believe it, nor apply it into the fabric of their lives.  They would not be corrected, nor would they put their trust in the Lord, but trusted in their pagan allies instead.  They would not draw near the Lord their God and be saved, but they drew near to every pagan altar and offered up their sacrifices on them.   Jeremiah 7:23ff, 35:13ff, Micah 3:1-9.
APPLICATION
1.
When God’s people fall they will become worse than the pagans who surround them.  Do not be amazed when God’s people turn upon you as a preacher of the Word, for the Lord will deal with them in his good time, just focus on preaching the truth powerfully.
2.
People make their choices and must take responsibility for them when they walk away from God’s path.  There is only the “narrow way” that leads through tight spaces through to heaven, and the “broad way” that leads to destruction.  There is no third option!  Let us make the choice clear to all.
DOCTRINES

EVIL
1.
Evil is anything which is against the plan of God.

2.
Evil is not necessarily "nasty" - it is merely anything that will take us away from the path that God has for us.  False religion may be very moral (and therefore look "holy "), but it is evil.

3.
People who believe that their "good works" can satisfy God's holy demands are deceived by evil (Romans 7:19,20).

4.
Only God's Word protects from and negates evil (Psalms 54:5, Romans 12:21, Isaiah 45).

5.
The company of evil people will destroy the effective witness of the believer (Isaiah 5:20,  1Corinthians 15:23).

6.
There is no evil in God at all (Psalm 5:4,  1 John 1:5, 4:4).

7.
God judges evil and will condemn it to the lake of fire (Psalm 34:16, Isaiah 13:11, Revelation 20:11ff ).

8.
The Lord is always in control; Satan only does things by "permission" (Job 1:6-12, Proverbs 16:3, 4, Isaiah 45:6,7). 

MYSTERY OF INIQUITY
1.
General Scripture:   (2 Thessalonians 2)

2.
The mystery of iniquity is the inherent evil which is personified in the lawless one.  This system is being restrained by the Holy Spirit at the moment. 

3.
The mystery of iniquity was already at work at the time of writing of the epistle in 54 AD. (v 7)

4.
There is going to be major apostasy in the professing church. This is pictured in the lukewarm church of Laodicea in (v 3 cf. Revelation 3:14-22)

5.
At some time in the future the restrainer is removed so that the mystery of iniquity can fully develop. (v 6-7)

6.
It is noted that the restrainer is a person. The restrainer is the Holy Spirit. Because the Holy Spirit indwells all believers in this present age, when He is taken out of the way all believers will also be taken out of the way. This will occur at the Rapture of the Church. (v 7 cf. John 14:16-17, 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17)

7.
The manifestation of the lawless one, the Antichrist, will then occur. (v 8-10)

8.
The coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and the destruction of the lawless one and his dispatch to the Lake of Fire. (v8)

9.
The day of the Lord. (v 9-12)

Zephaniah 3:3
3   Her princes within her are roaring lions; her judges are evening wolves; they gnaw not the bones till the morrow.

REFLECTION
Instead of the pastors of the sheep that they were supposed to be the leadership of Judah had become like the wolves that they were to guard against.  The inmates were in charge of the asylum!  The madness that resulted was satanic in an extreme, with murder, theft and slavery the norm in the city that had been sung to David’s psalms and been led to faith by Isaiah!  Psalm 10:1-11, Proverbs 28:13-15, Ezekiel 22:24-31, 34:2-10.
The Pastor is to be a shepherd who cares for the sheep, and is ready to give his life for the sheep, not kill and destroy the flock!  John 10:2-16.  Shepherd leadership is the biblical concept from the very beginning and these evil priests and leaders of Judah were violating every principle that Moses had laid down and lived himself in humility.  Deuteronomy 28-34.
Matthew 20:25-28

“20 Then came to him the mother of Zebedees children with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him.

21 And he said unto her, What wilt thou? She saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom.

22 But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able.

23 And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father.

24 And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation against the two brethren.

25 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them.

26 But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister;

27 And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant:”

John 13:12-17
“12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you?

13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.

14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet.

15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.

16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.

17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.”

APPLICATION
1.
God’s judgment upon any pastor-teacher or prophet who abuses their role is severe indeed.  James 3:1-8.   Servant leadership is our standard, and anything short of that is wrong, and will be dealt with by the Lord severely.  
2.
The shepherd is to care for the sheep, not fleece and barbeque the sheep!   Let us ensure we care for the Lord’s people.
DOCTRINE

GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – NATIONAL GOVERNMENT
1. God has delegated authority to mankind to judge evil.

2. In Genesis, the rule of law was by God (Genesis 4:7). Here Cain murdered Abel.  God declared the punishment upon Cain.

3. After the Flood, God delegated responsibility for judgment to human governments.  This expressly includes the command to execute capital punishment for murder, so that evil can be removed from the earth (Genesis 9:4-6).  This has not changed throughout the Old Testament or the Church Age (Romans 13:4-6).

4. During the Millennium, Christ Himself will be King and Judge on earth.

5. Two limitations are put on government:-

a) The government shall be national with linguistic, geographical and racial differences.

i) God had to disperse the human race after the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9).

ii) Satan attempts to unite the world during the Tribulation (Revelation 13:16-18, 19:19-21). 

iii) Only the Lord Jesus Christ can truly rule the world as King  (Revelation 20:1-6).

b) They must make laws consistent with the Word of God.  (Romans 13:1-7)  God will ultimately judge all unrighteousness.

6. Three classic objections are raised to the question of capital punishment:-

a) Capital punishment does not deter crime - Two fallacies :- 

i) Capital punishment was never created to deter crime, but it is the retributive justice of God against evil. 

ii) Also if it were properly administered it would deter. In the Old Testament capital punishment was never given unless there had been two eyewitnesses to the crime and was only the punishment for certain crimes. Conviction was not possible through circumstantial evidence as it had to be by direct witness. After the trial the executioners were the witnesses. The execution was public and the body had to be displayed until sundown indicating the wrath of God on guilty man.

b) The retributive justice theory which states that a society which has capital punishment is exacting its vengeance on the guilty. Two fallacies:-

i) Who is the one who owes the debt? There are three parties involved, the criminal, the victim and the State. If the criminal kills the victim he has broken the law of the State and therefore the crime is against the State, not the victim. Capital punishment therefore comes out of God's vengeance.

ii) Retributive justice would have a redemptive element if it were carried out correctly as it was in Israel.

c) It cannot be justly administered as the poor cannot engage as good a lawyer as the rich and are therefore more likely to get convicted. God knew that capital punishment could not be justly administered when He set it up, Jesus Christ being a prime example.  

7. Although God has delegated the authority, He has not defined the form of government (e.g. monarchy, democracy).

8. Government is based on the fair balance between law and power. (Deuteronomy 16:18 -18:22)  Power is exercised internally by police and externally by the military.

9. Law comes from one of four sources:

a) verbally from God as to the nation Israel (theocracy)

b) those nations based on Christian principles draw their law from the Bible

c) there are nations who base their law on what the people demand (democracy)

d) the law can be based on what an individual desires such as a dictator.

10. Governments should:

a) safeguard the rights and freedoms of the individual (Deuteronomy 22:1-3) 

b) defend marriage and the family, including guarding against adultery and rape (Deuteronomy 24:5)

c) encourage patriotism (Deuteronomy 19:13).

11. Christians should pray for governments (1 Timothy 2:1-3).

12. Rebellion is never condoned.  However, Christians do have the right to passively disobey laws where they are obviously contradictory to the Word of God (Acts 5:29).

Zephaniah 3:4-5
4   Her prophets are light and treacherous persons: her priests have polluted the sanctuary, they have done violence to the law.

5   The just LORD is in the midst thereof; he will not do iniquity: every morning doth he bring his judgment to light, he faileth not; but the unjust knoweth no shame.

KEY WORDS
Light


paw-khaz
proud, bubbling up like froth – light-weights/proud/arrogant
Treacherous

bohg-ed-ooth
deceitful, treacherous, untrustworthy and evil
Polluted


khaw-lal

profaned, defiled, polluted
Violence


khaw-mas
mistreated, done violence to the Law
Iniquity


o-law

wickedness, perverseness, iniquity
Faileth not

aw-dar

does not fail to keep rank, act in accordance with the plan
Unjust


av-vowl

the unjust, the unrighteous 
Shame


bo-sheth

no shame/embarrassment at their evil
REFLECTION
The proud will often “trip lightly” into a meeting and bubble over with pleasantness and bright talking, and their manner disarms those who do not discern their words and test them against scripture.  Let us be careful in our fruit inspecting of those who claim to be the Lord’s servants.  Matthew 7:13-23.
Beware those who speak “great swelling words” of pride and arrogance, for they betray their source.  2 Peter 3:3-7.  Those who make much of themselves and minimise the Lord are betraying their source of power and it is clear that they are the enemy’s servants, for all God’s servants will lift up Jesus, not ever themselves. Acts 4:12-13. 
Those that work iniquity are proven by their “works” to be servants of the Devil for the Lord will never work iniquity.   James 2:13-26.  God will always bring truth to light, never anything else.   God never fails in his goodness, for his holy character depends upon it, but the enemy is always known by the fruit of evil.  The devil has no shame at all, but that helps, because when you meet people with no shame, you immediately know where they are coming from!  Jeremiah 3:1-3, 6:15.
APPLICATION
1.
Let us be careful fruit inspectors of evil works, for by their works men are known.  Let us not be fooled by evil men but spot them before they undo the good work that the Holy Spirit will otherwise do.  
2.
Let us be quick to assess the fruit of leaders, or would be preacher’s lives, because if we let them loose on God’s people they can do a great deal of damage very quickly.  Protect the flock pastor from wolves in sheep’s clothing!  Matthew 7:15, 10:16.
Zephaniah 3:6-7
6   I have cut off the nations: their towers are desolate; I made their streets waste, that none passeth by: their cities are destroyed, so that there is no man, that there is none inhabitant.

7   I said, Surely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive instruction; so their dwelling should not be cut off, howsoever I punished them: but they rose early, and corrupted all their doings.

KEY WORDS
Cut off


kaw-rath

cut asunder, separated the flesh of
Desolate


shee-mam-aw
astonishment, devastation

Waste


khaw-rabe
destroyed fields, wasted

Destroyed

tseb-o-eem
the place of hyenas

Fear


yaw-ray

revere, fear, stand in awe and be frightened of consequences

Receive


law-kahk

receiving instruction

Instruction

moo-sawr
warning, instructions, doctrinal teaching

Punished

paw-kad

mustered for punishment/reward

Corrupted

shaw-khath
decayed, corrupted, made like death

REFLECTION
The devastation in the city of Jerusalem will be as total as their apostasy has been.  They will suffer in direct proportion to their treatment of their fellow citizens and their active rebellion against the Lord’s Word.  The great towers of the city had been strengthened by Hezekiah and the great water tunnel complex had been built by him also to ensure that the city had fresh water through any siege.  The foundations of his walls have been found and the tunnel can be walked today.  The foundations of the great towers and walls would be used again by Nehemiah, when he rebuilt them in the 440s BC.  They would be knocked down after the final capture of the city in 586 BC and the rubble of them filled the valleys until Nehemiah arrived 140 years later.  Nehemiah 2:11-18, Jeremiah 52:12-27.
The city was devastated and empty of people for 70 years, and even when the people returned to the land the walls and gates were broken and Jerusalem remained like a ghost town until Nehemiah started to rebuild the walls and gates.  He had to get people to volunteer to resettle the city and rebuild the houses that were but ruined shells in his day. Nehemiah 11:1ff.   God had sent the prophets to these people and “surely they would hear the words of the truth”, but no, they would not receive anything that the Lord spoke to them.   They would not hear instruction, nor respond in fear to the Lord, but reacted in arrogance and destroyed themselves as a result.  
APPLICATION
1.
The people of Nehemiah’s day, 140 years after the destruction of the city, rebuilt the houses that had been destroyed and may even have found the bodies of their ancestors in the ruins, and had every day the warning of what disobedience to the Word meant.  Let us remember history lest we ourselves repeat it in our own day!
2.
Apostasy will be punished because it is spiritual adultery.  God hates it when his people insult his grace, mercy and love and he punishes us for all that is wrongful.  Let us take the correction of the Lord and deal with sins that will otherwise separate us from blessing.  Hebrews 12:3ff.
DOCTRINE
ISRAEL – NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE   See page 11
Notes
Zephaniah 3:8-9
8   Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey: for my determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy.

9   For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one consent.

KEY WORDS
Wait


khaw-kaw
piercing, adhere to, wait upon
Rise up


koom

rise up to judge/act
Determination

mishpat

my judgment/decision/plan
Gather


aw-saf

gather to lead away
Assemble

kaw-bats
assemble, heap together 

Pour


shaw-fak
spill forth, pour out like a libation

Indignation

zah-am

deep fury
Devoured

aw-kal

consumed, burned up totally
REFLECTION
“Wait upon the Lord!”   This order is the one I myself have received in recent months and it is a hard order, for it means to sit with fear and leave it daily with the Lord.  It means to sit and pray, and study the Word and await further orders.  It means faith-rest upon the Lord’s Plan not your own weak wisdom.  Psalm 27:14, 37:7, 130:5-6, Proverbs 3:1-7, 20:22.  
God will do a great work in restoring Israel, but his greatest work is still to be done, in judging all the nations and bringing his people through to the Millennial Kingdom with the Lord Jesus ruling over the entire world.   God will deal with all of rebellious mankind in the Great Tribulation period and by the time of the Lord’s Second Advent there will be no unbeliever left upon the earth.  THE ENTIRE EARTH WILL BE RESTORED TO BE AS IT WAS MADE TO BE IN THAT DAY, AND MAN WILL WORSHIP AS THEY WERE MADE TO WORSHIP.  Zechariah 12-14, Revelation 16-20.  Refer to the doctrinal studies below.
APPLICATION
1.
God has a plan and it is working out in time, but will be seen to work out fully in the Great Tribulation and at the Second Advent.  Terrible things are yet to come, but there is glory in the end.  Rejoice in the Lord and be glad for all he will do.  
2.
There is glory in the end of history with the Millennial Reign of Jesus.  Let us proclaim the victory that is to come and make all men aware of the future, so that all can see things unfold and be saved and kept safe in the midst of terrible days.
DOCTRINES

TRIBULATION IN MATTHEW 24

The second half of the Tribulation or Great Tribulation is portrayed in (Matthew 24)

1. It commences with the erection of the abomination of desolation, the statue of the Antichrist being erected in the Temple in Jerusalem. (v 15)

2. Believers in Jerusalem are told to flee to the mountains of Ammon, Edom and Moab (v 16-20)

3. It will be a time of maximum terror and pressure with many false Christs, signs and wonders. They are not to be led astray as believers as they know that when the Lord returns He will be seen by all. (v 21-26)

4. The next item seen is the smiting of the armies by the Lord Jesus Christ as He returns. (v 27-28)

5. The glorious appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ, visible to all, and the gathering of Israel from the four corners of the earth to the land now occurs. (v 29-31)

6. The fig tree prophecy shows that with the emergence of Israel and many other nations we are the generation that will see the Second Coming of Christ. (v 32-35)

7. The passage concludes with a warning to be prepared for the return of the Lord in glory. (v 36-51)

TRIBULATION – SIGNS OF THE TRIBULATION
1. One World

a) One Worldism (Revelation 13:7, 16-18)

b) One World Church (1 Timothy 4:1, Revelation 17)

c) One World Economy (1 Timothy 6:10, Revelation 13:16, 17)

2. Political Signs

a) Israel (Luke 21:29-32)

b) King of the North (Ezekiel 38:1, 12)

c) King of the East (Revelation 16:12, 9:16)

d) King of the West (Daniel 11:40-45)

e) King of the South (Daniel 11:40-45)

3. Natural Signs

a) Earthquakes (Luke 21:11)

b) Famines (Matthew 24:7)

c) Weather (Luke 21:25)

d) Diseases (Luke 21:11a)

4. Man made Signs

a) Wars Hot and Cold (Matthew 24:6, 7)

b) Preparation for War (Joel 3:9, 10)

c) Knowledge and Technology (Daniel 12:4)

d) Travel (Daniel 12:4)

e) Pollution (Revelation 8:10-11)

f) Moral Decline (Luke 17:26, 2 Tim 3:3)

g) Homosexuality (Luke 17:28-30)

h) Apostasy and False Prophets (Matthew 24:5, 24)

i) Witchcraft and Occultism (1 Timothy 4:1, 2)

j) Drugs (Revelation 9:21)

DISPENSATIONS – THE TRIBULATION OR THE TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE

1. The Tribulation is actually the last seven years of the Age of Israel (see above)

2. General Scripture (Revelation 4-19)

3. Limits:  Rapture to Second Advent

4. Characteristics:

a) Length of Age - 7 years. (Daniel 9:27)

b) Means of Salvation - faith in Christ.

c) Scripture - completed Canon.

d) Evangelists - 144,000 Jewish evangelists (Revelation 7). Also angelic evangelists (Revelation 14:6-7)

e) Major judgements - a succession of judgements upon the unbelieving world  (Matthew 24:21)

f) At death believers - Heaven (Revelation 15:12)

g) At death unbelievers - Torments, Hades.

h) Priesthood - specialised priesthood - Jews.

i) The Law - no Law (Matthew 5:17)

j) Holy Spirit - assists believers but does not indwell.

k) Environment - sinful - Antichrist and Satan rule the whole world.

l) Satan - in Heaven or on earth for first 3 1/2 years; cast down to earth for second 3 1/2 years (Revelation 12:9)

m) Rebellion - Armageddon, one world political and religious system

n) Spirituality- resting in the promises of God.

o) Three sets of Judgements - seals (Revelation 6), trumpets (Revelation 8), judgements (Revelation 15,16)

DISPENSATIONS – THE MILLENNIUM

1. General Scripture:  Many Old Testament passages, Revelation 20

2. Limits:  Second Advent to Great White Throne Judgement

3. Characteristics:

a) Length of Age - 1,000 years.

b) Means of Salvation - Faith in Christ.

c) Scripture - the person of Christ.

d) Evangelists - the person of Christ.

e) Major Judgements

i) Baptism of Fire (Matthew 3:12, 24:36-41)

ii) Last Judgement (Revelation 20:11-15)

iii) Destruction of Universe (2 Peter 3:7-13)

f) Death extremely rare in the Millennium. Extended life span. (Isaiah 65:20)

g) At death, unbelievers - Torments.

h) Priesthood - Christ.

i) The Law - no Law, Jesus Christ has fulfilled the law. (Matthew 5:17)

j) Holy Spirit - universal indwelling of the believer. (Joel 2:28-29)

k) Environment - perfect (Isaiah 11:1-9)

l) Satan - chained in the abyss until the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:2-3)

m) Rebellion - unbelievers at the end of the Age. (Revelation 20:7-9)

n) Spirituality - filling of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28,29)

o) No human religion - Satan bound - no influence on the earth. (Isaiah 2:3, John 8:44 cf. Rev 20:1-3)

p) Israel -restored (Isaiah 35:3-10)

q) Universal peace (Psalm 46:9, Hosea 2:18, Micah 4:3)

r) Perfect government with Christ as King (Isaiah 11:1-5, Zechariah 14:9)

s) Universal prosperity (Psalm 72:7)

t) Universal knowledge of God. (Isaiah 11:9)

u) Radical changes in nature - restored to perfection as in the Garden of Eden

i) Mankind loosened from the bondage of sin. (Romans 8:19-22)

ii) Sin has no adverse effect on nature (Genesis 3:17-18 cf. Isaiah 35:1-2,7)

iii) Animals will lose their ferocity (Isaiah 11:6-8, 65:25)

v) Millennium - begins with believers only.

Zephaniah 3:10-11
10   From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants, even the daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine offering.

11   In that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed against me: for then I will take away out of the midst of thee them that rejoice in thy pride, and thou shalt no more be haughty because of my holy mountain.

KEY WORDS
Suppliants

aw-thawr
worshippers
Dispersed

poots

dispersed ones

Ashamed

boosh

disappointed, ashamed

Haughty


gah-av-aw
arrogance of false majesty

REFLECTION
These verses are interesting to read after the return of the Ethiopian Jews in the 1980s, for at the time of Zephaniah there were no Jews to the south of Ethiopia, but by the 20th century there were thousands, and they were brought back, and those further south in Africa are still awaiting return at a later day.  This is a reminder that the Lord will bring all his people back to the land in the Millennial Kingdom, and they will all serve him together there.  Psalm 72:8-11, Isaiah 11:11-12, 18:1ff, 49:20-23, 60:4-12, 66:18ff.
Romans 11:25-27 
“For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in. 26  And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 27  For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.”

The Israelis of a future day (I believe not far distant) will respond to the Gospel message, for the Word of God tells us they will, and they will repent of their rejection of their Messiah.  They will be restored to faith and be readied to fight for the last years of the Great Tribulation period.  Zechariah 12:10 – 14:15.
The great promise is restoration of their spiritual status without any arrogance left.  No longer will they trust the holy Mount and the temple on it, they will trust in the Lord alone. Romans 11:11-12, 15:16, 1 Peter 1:1.   The removal of arrogance will come at the terrible price of the suffering of the Great Tribulation period.  They will be delivered by the Lord himself.  Zechariah 14:4, Acts 1:7-11, 1 Thessalonians 1:10, 4:16-17, Revelation 19:16ff. 
APPLICATION
1.
God is not finished with Israel yet, and he will not be while time exists.  Israel stays at the centre of the world stage and they will return to the Lord, with the Lord’s return to rescue them at the end of the Great Tribulation period.
2.
God will recover his people and their next return will be a greater marvel than anything to date.
DOCTRINES

KINGDOM – MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

1. "Thy will be done on earth, " will be fulfilled in the Millennium. (Matthew 6:10)

2. The Kingdom is the Millennium, the first 1,000 years of Jesus' eternal reign. It will be after the Second Advent, on the old earth. (Revelation 20:4-6)

a) Promised (2 Samuel 7:8-17, Psalm 89:20-33)

b) Prophesied (Isaiah 2:1-5, 2:11, 12, 35, 55, 56, 62:11)

c) Presented (Matthew, Mark, Luke) (Israel, not the church)

d) Postponed Epistles of New Testament (for church age)

e) Proclaimed (Revelation 10) (Angelic herald) (Revelation 11:1-1 4) (Human heralds)

f) Plagiarized (Revelation 13)

g) Perfected (Revelation 11:15-19)

3. Issues relating to the Kingdom

a) The Character of God - will He keep His word to Israel? Yes. Jesus Christ will reign.

b) Unconditional Covenant - will He keep Covenant? Yes. Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, New - all fulfilled in the Millennium.

c) Dispersion of Israel - will He recover them again? Yes. At the Second Advent.

d) Advent - will He return to earth at the worst period in history? Yes. At the end of the Tribulation.

e) Millennial - The Kingdom of Jesus Christ is eternal, why the emphasis on the first 1,000 years? Jesus will do what Satan has been trying to do for 6,000 years; He will create perfect environment in an instant, as a demonstration to prove that perfect environment is not the answer; regeneration is.

4. Principles from Micah 4:1-8

a) The Kingdom will be supreme. (Micah 4:1)

b) The Kingdom will be universal. (Micah 4:2)

c) The Kingdom will be peaceful. (Micah 4:3)

d) The Kingdom will secure universal prosperity. (Micah 4:4-5)

e) The nation of Israel ruled by the Lord for the Kingdom. (Micah 4:6-8)

Zephaniah 3:12-13
12   I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the LORD.

13   The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make them afraid.

KEY WORDS
Leave


shaw-ar

make redundant, leave behind


Afflicted


dahl

weak, thin, starving and weak

Trust


khaw-saw
flee for protection to – trust in

Deceitful


tar-meeth
fraudulent, deceitful

Afraid


khaw-rad
make them shudder, tremble and be terrified


REFLECTION
The remnant of Israel is a poor remnant after the suffering of the Babylonian invasion and Captivity.  Those returning with Zerubbabel and Joshua the High Priest in 535 BC are a small and despised group.  They rebuild the temple by 516BC and resettle the land but remain a poor group until Nehemiah’s return with Ezra in the 440s.   The one thing achieved however by Ezra and Nehemiah working together is a real and deep spiritual revival that fires up the people to holy living and obedience to the Mosaic Law.  They never return to idolatry again in all their history since that time.
1 Corinthians 1:27-29 
“But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;  28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29  That no flesh should glory in his presence.”
Isaiah 50:5-10
“5 The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back.

6 I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting.

7 For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.

8 He is near that justifieth me; who will contend with me? let us stand together: who is mine adversary? let him come near to me.

9 Behold, the Lord GOD will help me; who is he that shall condemn me? lo, they all shall wax old as a garment; the moth shall eat them up.

10 Who is among you that feareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the LORD, and stay upon his God.”
Verse thirteen awaits that future day in the Millennial Kingdom, for at all times in history since the days of Zephaniah there have been those whose Anti-Semitism has caused the Jewish people to be in fear.  They have been hated and hunted like animals many times with pogroms more common than peace for centuries.  Isaiah 10:20ff, 32:1ff, 44:4ff, 60:1ff, Ch 64-66.
APPLICATION
1.
The day is coming when Israel will dwell in peace in their land and the nations will serve them.  That day will be brought in by the Lord Jesus himself.  Let us praise God for the glory that is to come, for it shall surely come soon.
2.
The Jewish people have had many centuries as the poor of many lands, but their day will come when they look upon him whom they pierced.  Zechariah 12:10ff.  They will do so and be blessed forever as a result.  Praise God…..
DOCTRINE
ANTI-SEMITISM

1. God's promise to Abraham - whoever blesses the Jews, God will bless; whoever curses the Jews, God will curse (Genesis 12:1-3).

2. History shows a correlation between the rise and fall of Empires and their treatment of the Jews.

a) Anti-Semitic - Spanish Empire 16th century, Russian Empire 19th - 20th century, Nazi Germany 20th Century.

b) Pro-Semitic - Britain in 19th century, United States of America in 20th.

3. The concept of Israel

a) Racial Jew - one who is descended from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

b) Religious Jew - one who practices Judaism.

c) Regenerate Jew - born again, now part of the body of Christ (Romans 9:6-8)

Zephaniah 3:15-16
15   The LORD hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the LORD, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more.

16   In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack.

KEY WORDS
Taken away

soor

led away backwards

Cast out


paw-naw
turned away, cast out and away

Fear not


yaw-ray

fear not, do not be anxious

Slack


raw-faw

do not droop, be slack, be tired/idle/lazy

REFLECTION
In that day the judgments of the Lord over the nation Israel are forever removed.  Their enemies are cast away forever and they stand before the Lord as his priest-nation until the end of time.  Psalm 85:3, Isaiah 25:8, 40:1-2, 51:22.  The king of Israel will in that day rule over them as priest-king forever, and that king is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Isaiah 60:1ff, 63:1ff, Ezekiel 37-39, Joel 3:17, Amos 9:15, Zechariah 14:11ff.
There is total victory in the Lord and he rules forever from that day.  Evil finally will be destroyed.  The great satanic lie is that good and evil are equal and evil is as eternal as good is; this is a filthy lie of the enemy. Evil will be judged and destroyed for the aberration and invention of Satan it was. Revelation 20:5-15, 21:8, 27.  Jerusalem will be at peace in the day of the Lord upon the old earth, and then the New Jerusalem will come down from heaven into a new heavens and a new earth…..   Revelation 21-22.
Galatians 6:9 “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not”.
APPLICATION
1.
The Lord has a glorious plan and it will not be thwarted by satanic thinking, plots, plans, or devious schemes.  Do not fear any “knock out blow” by Satan, for he has none to make.  
2.
The Lord’s plans for Jerusalem are wonderful indeed, and during the Millennial Kingdom it will be the world wide place of pilgrimage.  That is not the end, for in the new heavens and earth there is a New Jerusalem that is even more marvellous than the present!  Let us praise the Lord as we ought.
DOCTRINES
PEACE
Three types of peace are referred to in the Bible:

1.
Peace on Earth:- The unlimited peace when Jesus Christ establishes his millennial reign on the earth. (Isaiah 9:6, 7, Isaiah 11:1-12, Luke 2:14)

2.
Peace with God:- Which comes when a believer is born again as a result of justification by faith (2 Peter 1:1,2, Ephesians 2:14-17, Philippians 4:9) - Reconciliation.

3.
Peace of God:- Which is the peace of believers in their soul and spirit who have cast all their cares on the Lord (1 Peter 5.7, Philippians 4:6,7) - The Spirit filled life.

ZION

1. Zion occurs over 150 times in the Old Testament, appearing primarily in the Psalms, Lamentations and Isaiah.  It was the ancient Jebusite stronghold in Jerusalem (2 Sam 5:7).  David captured this city in the 11th century BC.

2. In the Old Testament Zion is used for the temple hill:

a) City of the great King (Psalm 46:4; 48:2)

b) a holy hill (Zech 8:3; Psalm 2:6)

c) the place of God's abode (Psalm 9:11; 132:13)

d) His sanctuary (Psalm 20:2)

e) the goal of pilgrimage (Psalm 84:5,7)

f) the place of deliverance and salvation (Psalm 20:2; 69:35)

g) the place of praise and worship (Psalm 9:14; 65:1 ).

3. Zion is also used for Jerusalem: (Isaiah 40:9; Micah 3:12)

a) Mountains of Zion (Psalm 133:3)

b) Sons of Zion (Lamentations 4:2)

c) Daughters of Zion (Song of Solomon 3:11; Isaiah 10:32)

d) Inhabitants of Zion (Jeremiah 51:35)

e) Fortified city (Jeremiah 4:5,6; Lamentations 5:11).

4. Zion is known as the land of Judah and the nation Israel when the nation went into exile:

a) The nation in exile (Zechariah 2:7)

b) The land (Psalm 126:1 cf. Jeremiah 50:5)

c) Daughters of Zion as the nation (Jeremiah 6:23; Jeremiah 4:31)

d) The sons of Zion as the nation (Zechariah 9:13).

5. In the New Testament Zion is used for:

a) New Jerusalem (Hebrews 12:22-24)

b) Israel (Romans 11:26-27; Romans 9:33; 1 Peter 2:6)

c) Millennial capital (Romans 11:26)

d) Jerusalem (Matthew 21:5; John 12:15)

e) The mountain on which Jesus will stand in triumph at the Second Advent (Revelations 14:1) and from which He will go forth to rule forever (Romans 11:26).

Zephaniah 3:17-18
17   The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.

18   I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden.

KEY WORDS
Mighty


ghib-bore
mighty as a champion
Save


ywa-shah
save, deliver, defend, free you form oppression
Rejoice


sece

bright, cheerful, rejoicing
Joy


sim-khaw
gladness, joy, brightness
Rest


khaw-rash
be silent
Joy


rin-nawr

shout for joy
Gather


aw-saf

gather together
Sorrowful

yaw-gaw

those who have been afflicted and suffered
Reproach

kher-paw
disgrace, burden of shame
REFLECTION
I love this first verse, for it applies to us right here and now where-ever we are on this earth.  The Lord is with us and greater is he that is in us than he that is in this present evil world.  1 John 4:4.  He is mighty, and he is with us.  Psalm 24:8-10, Isaiah 12:2-6.  Not only that but he is rejoicing over us with great joy in all we do in the filling of the Holy Spirit.  His love for us rests upon us and keeps us.  He sings in joy over us, and the angels sing with joy over us as we walk in the Holy Spirit’s power.  Let us rejoice in the Lord, for He rejoices in our spiritual walk with Him.  
All the afflicted will find their peace and comfort in the arms of the Lord who loves them and cares for them, and has brought them through.  Romans 8:28-36.  We will have all tears wiped away in the end.  Psalm 23, Revelation 7:17.  For all of us who have gone through dark places and deep suffering there is hope and joy in these things.  For the Israelis of that soon future day there will be great joy as they read these words, for they like the other prophets confirm their victory and their comfort to come in the end.  Psalm 84:1-4.  
APPLICATION
1.
The Lord is mighty to save.  The Lord is with us and within us, and the Holy Spirit serves the Lord’s will within, with the angels as our servants.  We are protected and guided as we walk in the Spirit.  Let us praise His name in the dark places we must walk today.
2.
The day will come when affliction and pressure will be over.  Until then we take our suffering to the Lord and we challenge ourselves to “quit ourselves like men and be strong” in the battles we are called to fight.  We fight today, we rest later.  At this point our rest is within, through our “faith-rest” in the power, person and plan of God for us.
DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONFIDENCE

1. The source of confidence. (Jeremiah 17:7)

2. The results of confidence:-

a) Protection. (Proverbs 3:25-26)

b) Strength. (Isaiah 30:15)

c) Blessing. (Jeremiah 17:7)

3. Examples of confidence:-

a) In God's provision. (Genesis 22:18)

b) In God's sovereignty. (Genesis 50:20)

c) In God's deliverance. (Daniel 3:17-18)

d) In God's power. (1 Kings 18:36-39)

e) In God's presence. (Psalm 71:5)

f) In extremity. (Job 13:15)

4. Confidence relating to prayer:-

a) Confident access. (Ephesians 3:12)

b) Confidence to draw near. (Hebrews 4:16)

c) Confidence to enter. (Hebrews 10:19-22)

d) Confidence to ask. (1 John 5:14-15)

5. Confidence in the day of judgement. (1 John 4:17)

6. Confidence to complete His work in the believer. (Philippians 1:6)

7. Exhortation to maintain confidence. (Hebrews 10:35-39)

CHRISTIAN LIFE – DESTINY OF BELIEVERS   See page 22
CHRISTIAN LIFE – DOUBT

1. When we have a doubt we must be honest with God.

2. Write your doubts out on paper clearly so that you are ready to see the answer when it comes.

3. Commit this before the Lord in prayer. Express it bluntly and openly and expect God to answer. Nehemiah 1:4 -11 Mark 9:24

4. The Bible tells us to cast our cares upon him, 1 Peter 4:19, 5:7. "Cares" are anything that concern us

5. Use a concordance to find verses dealing with the subject which concerns you.  Ask yourself the following questions:

a) What does the Bible state about my doubt/concern?

b) What definite statements does the Bible make about this subject? 

c) Do I believe God's word on this issue?

CHRISTIAN LIFE – OVERCOMER

1. Definition of an overcomer - "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:4,5). It is seen that an overcomer is a believer and we become overcomers at the point of salvation.

2. "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God" - believers will live with God in heaven forever. (Revelation 2:7)

3. "He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death" - believers will not be subject to the lake of fire. (Revelation 2:11)

4. "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it" - believers are accepted by God on the basis of His provision. (Revelation 2:17)

5. "And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. And I will give him the morning star" - believers will rule over the nations and will be honoured. (Revelation 2:26-28)

6. "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels" - believers are justified and sanctified by the death of our Lord and their names are permanently in the book of the living. (Revelation 3:5)

7. "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name" - believers will have access to the Holy Places of God and will eternally be identified with Jesus Christ. (Revelation 3:12)

8. "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne" - believers will reign with the Lord Jesus Christ. (Revelation 3:21)

Zephaniah 3:19-20
19  Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven out; and I will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame.

20  At that time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you: for I will make you a name and a praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the LORD.

KEY WORDS
Undo


aw-saw

repay with interest, requite
Afflict


aw-naw

depressing, browbeating, oppressing
Halteth


tsaw-lah

the lame, deformed, unable to walk easily
Gather


kawbats

gather together


REFLECTION
All who think that they have escaped with the evils done against God’s people need to think again.  They will all be paid with interest for all the evil they have done.  Isaiah 25:9-12, 41:11-16, 66:14ff.  All those who thought they were finished because they were lame and injured will discover that the Lord saw their distress and has met their need for redemption and deliverance.  
There is complete redemption, with all wrongs set right in that day.  We often wonder about justice in some areas regarding what has happened to Israel and to believers in the Church Age also, but the Lord’s Word through his prophet here is for us not to worry about things being set right, for they all will be in the Millennial Kingdom. The glory of what we might see then can only be imagined, but we have God’s Word on it, wrongs will be righted fully in that day.  We ask questions over things that cost us sadness for a few years, but the Lord has 1000 years to play with to recompense any wrong to us then. 
Micah 4:6-7 “In that day, saith the LORD, will I assemble her that halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out, and her that I have afflicted; 7  And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation: and the LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever.

The glories of the Millennial Kingdom are only to be guessed at, even given the extensive scripture on this in the great prophets.  We can only guess, for the glory is far greater than the glimpses we get and the speculations we make upon them.  I for one prefer to lay aside all speculation at this point and just turn my sadness to praise. Isaiah 61:3.  I can see that the glory of that time is more wonderful than we can glimpse now and the joy is going to be abounding.  
APPLICATION
1.
Let us turn our sadness into dancing now, in light of the promises that are to come in the Millennial Kingdom.  Whatever goes wrong for us here and now, let us see that there is 1000 years of perfect environment to enjoy any wrong being righted on this earth and then there is more joy in the new heavens and earth….
2.
Let us praise the Lord as we are expected to!
Psalm 149
“1 Praise ye the LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise in the congregation of saints.

2 Let Israel rejoice in him that made him: let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.

3 Let them praise his name in the dance: let them sing praises unto him with the timbrel and harp.

4 For the LORD taketh pleasure in his people: he will beautify the meek with salvation.

5 Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their beds.

6 Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand;

7 To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon the people;

8 To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron;

9 To execute upon them the judgment written: this honour have all his saints. Praise ye the LORD.

Psalm 150
1 Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power.

2 Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness.

3 Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp.

4 Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs.

5 Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals.

6 Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD.”
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