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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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HAGGAI

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:

AUTHORSHIP:

There is no other Haggai mentioned in the scriptures and this Haggai is found only in this and the book of Ezra, where Ezra mentions him as a prophet to Israel in the days of Zerubbabel and Jeshua (Joshua). Ezra 5:1-2

In verse three, there is a suggestion that Haggai had seen the Temple built by Solomon, which if true would make him somewhere around 75 years of age at the time of his prophecy.  Old age may have had a bearing on the length of his ministry, for Haggai’s ministry was short, from the first day of the sixth month of B.C. 520, to the twenty fourth day of the ninth month.  

In that short ministry, the LORD spoke through Haggai on five separate occasions each listed under a day of a month and each with a particular statement.  

Hag. 1:2-11, a word of condemnation; self-interest had taken precedence over God’s house.

Hag. 1:13-15, words of encouragement.

Hag. 2:1-9, a reminder of the past and a more glorious future.

Hag. 2:10, an interpretation and application of spiritual truth.

Hag. 2:20, a reiteration of 2:6-7. 

DATE OF THE PROPHECY: 

The date of Haggai’s prophecy was B.C. 520, for Darius (Duh ri' uhs) vs.1, became King of Persia in B.C. 521.  

It was Darius who commanded the building of the Temple to be resumed after it had been stopped by the political manipulations of adversaries of Judah and Benjamin, Ezra 4.  From his reaction to the reading of Cyrus’ decree regarding the rebuilding of the Temple it would seem as though Darius was a God fearing man.  His acknowledgment of the Temple being the house of God and that it was the house of the God of heaven vs.10, indicates his belief.  Ezra 6:1-10

REASONS FOR THE PROPHECY:

Not only had there been opposition from outsiders but also there was slothfulness from within.  The people had allowed the opposition to weaken their resolve and had grown careless of their religious heritage to the neglect of the Temple and their worship.  

According to Ezra 5:1, Haggai and Zechariah were sent to the people to encourage them to look to the reestablishment of the nation’s spiritual life in finishing the Temple, instead of pursuing their own selfish interests.  Ezra chapter 5 tells of the recommencement of building at Haggai’s instigation and of the return of opposition, this time from the Persian governor and others of the province.  

To the credit of these men it is seen that they, in their petition to Darius, requested documented proof to the claims of the Jews, that they had official approval from the Persian king, Cyrus himself, for the rebuilding of the Temple.  Ezra chapter 6 gives the account of Darius’ reading and implementation of that decree.

RESULTS OF HIS MINISTRY:

Though Haggai’s ministry was short and his prophecy brief, it was to the point.  The people were convicted of their neglect and lifted from their spiritual apathy to a renewed desire for the things of God.  The Temple (and its predecessor, the Tabernacle) was always the centre of Jewish worship and its absence portrayed the absence of worship.  Its rebuilding therefore was the very reconstruction of spiritual life in the nation and is indicative of the power behind this man’s preaching.  His message brought about revival.

COMMENTARY

INTRODUCTION  - 1:1

1  In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet unto  Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of  Josedech, the high priest, saying,

KEY WORDS

	Second
	Shenayim
	Two, Both

	Year
	Shanah
	A year, Repetition

	King
	Melek
	King, Counsellor 

	Sixth
	Shishshi
	Sixth

	Month
	Chodesh
	New moon, Month

	First
	Echad
	First

	Day
	Yom
	Day

	Word
	Dabar
	Word , Matter, Thing

	Prophet
	Nabi
	A prophet

	Son
	Ben
	Son, Offspring

	Governor
	Pechah
	Governor, Captain, Viceroy

	High Priest
	Gadol
	Great

	Priest
	Kohen
	Priest, Prince, Minister


BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

This was the first word from the LORD after the captivity.  They were restored but not to the same status as before; the kingdom was without a king and must await the coming of him whose right it was to sit upon the throne of David.  God had said of Jeconiah Jer. 22:30, “No man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling anymore in Israel:” and so now, without their own king, the years were to be set by the reigns of Gentile monarchs.  Even when the King of Kings appeared, the time was recorded as “the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar” Luke 3:1.  

This dating system would indicate that the times of the Gentiles (Luke 21:24 and Romans 11:25), had begun sixty five/six years before Haggai’s ministry, at the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, and would not end until the events of Luke 21:25-27 occurred. 

Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel was named after his birthplace; Zerub – from, and babel or Babylon, that is, he was born there (See Strong’s).  Shealtiel is here named as the father of Zerubbabel but according to 1 Chronicles 3:19, it was his brother Pedaiah who was Zerubbabel’s father.  This seeming conflict may have been the result of a Levirate marriage (Deut. 25:5-10).  (Shealtiel died childless but Pedaiah married Shealtiel’s widow to raise up a son for him).

Levirate marriage:  

“The legal provision requiring a dead man’s brother (levirate) to marry his childless widow and father a son who would assume the dead man’s name and inherit his portion of the Promised Land (Deut. 25:5-10). The practice is an important element in the story of Ruth (Ruth 2:20; 3:2, 9-13; 4:1-11). The Sadducees appealed to levirate law in asking Jesus a question about the resurrection (Matt. 22:23-33).”  LEVIRATE LAW - Holman Bible Dictionary

 Shealtiel (shih al' tih ehl) is a personal name meaning, “I have asked of God.” He was included in the genealogy of Christ (Matt. 1:12; Luke 3:27).

Zerubbabel, though a descendant of David, was the governor of Judah, not the King.  He, along with Joshua ben Josedech the high priest, administered the province on behalf of the Persian monarch. 

The word for governor is peh-khaw'. of foreign origin; a prefect (of a city or small district): —captain, deputy, governor.  Refer Strong’s.  A foreign word describing a foreign office under foreign control.  

Not until the “Times of the Gentiles” is fulfilled will a descendant of David’s sit upon the throne of David.  Jesus Christ is descended from David through the Virgin Mary, a descendant of David’s son Nathan, and his legal but not natural father, Joseph, a descendant of Solomon.  

He has the legal right to David’s throne through Joseph, but must be born of a virgin to be free from the Adamic nature and to fulfil God’s verdict against Coniah, Jer. 22:30.  

Cyrus the governorship of Zerubbabel shows the leniency of Cyrus who, followed by Darius, allowed and supported the Jews in having their own administration and religion.

DOCTRINES

CHRIST

1. SCRIPTURE He is the Word  John 1:1-5,14

2. BIOGRAPHY

As God, Jesus Christ has existed eternally with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit (John 1:1-5). As the God-man, Jesus Christ was conceived of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:20), born of a Jewish virgin, Mary (Matthew 1:18) in Bethlehem of Judea in 6 BC. His legal father was Joseph. Both Joseph (Matthew 1:16) and Mary (Luke 3:23), were descended from David, through Solomon and Nathan. Circumcised on the eighth day (Luke 2:21-24). He grew in knowledge and grace. 

He was baptised by his kinsman, John the Baptist, in the Jordan (Matthew 3:13-17) at the commencement of His ministry, and then went into the desert to be tempted by the devil for 40 days and nights (Matthew 4:1-11). Jesus spent the next three years in a ministry ranging throughout Palestine, healing the sick, preaching, teaching and encouraging those to whom He ministered that they turn to God. Betrayed by one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, He suffered six trials before Jewish and Roman dignitaries before being condemned to death. He died on the cross on the Passover in AD 32, completing His perfect ministry and life on earth, and securing salvation. God raised Jesus from the dead on the feast of first fruits three days later. He ascended into heaven from the Mount of Olives ten days before Pentecost (Acts 1:8-1 1). In heaven He was given the place of commendation at the right hand of the Father, where He makes intercession for us and waits for His enemies to be made His footstool. Jesus Christ will return with His saints to reign for 1000 years (Revelation 20:1-6) and will judge unbelievers at the last judgment (Revelation 20:1 1-15). Believers will spend eternity with Jesus Christ.

3. EVALUATION

Jesus Christ has absolute characteristics:

a) Sovereign of the universe. Yet He became subject to human frailty.

b) Absolutely righteous. Yet He became sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21).

c) Totally fair. He is not willing that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9).

d) Complete love. He provided salvation for us while we were yet sinners (Romans 5:8).

e) Everlasting life. He became subject to death, even the death of the cross.

f) All knowing. He knows everything from beginning to the end.

g) All powerful. Yet He allowed Himself to become the perfect sacrifice.

h) Everywhere. Which means He can assist each believer individually in the Christian life (Matthew 28:19,20)-

i) Unchangeable. Thus His promises are always true and never change (Hebrews 13:8).

j) Truth. Thus in a world of half truths and lies we have a person with absolute purity and truth (John 14:6).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) As a perfect person with no sinful nature, Jesus Christ was able to provide salvation.

b) Jesus Christ at all times worked in conformity with God's will (John 10:30).

c) God had to forsake His Son on the cross when He judged the sins of the world in Christ.

d) In Christ we are seated in heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6).

e) Nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:35).

f) There is only one way to God, through Jesus Christ (John 14:6).

g) We will be resurrected as believers to life eternal with Jesus Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:16,17).

h) Jesus will return again to reign from Jerusalem for 1000 years (Revelation 20:4).

i) Satan is a defeated foe (Colossians 2:15).

j) We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us (Romans 8:37).

5. His purpose

a) He came as God's perfect sacrifice for sin. (John 1:29)

b) He came to be lifted up. (John 3:13-15)

c) He came as the Bread of Life. (John 6:50-51)

d) He came as the Good Shepherd. (John 10:10-11)

e) He came to die for the people. (John 10:49-52)

f) His cross came before His crown. (John 12:23-24)

g) On the Cross righteousness and justice met, only then was God free to love man in Christ. (John 15:12-14)

CHRIST THE FIRSTBORN

1. He is the firstborn of all Creation ‑ Colossians 1:15, John 1:18,    1 John 4:12                                 

2. He is called the first born of Mary. As such he is the elder of the household and as He is descended from David through both of His genealogies he inherits the kingdom of David. Through Mary He has his title as Messiah ‑ Matthew 1:25, Luke 2:7 

3. The Lord is the firstborn of the Royal Family of God ‑ Romans 8:29 

4. He is the firstborn in resurrection, He is the first to be raised from the dead ‑ Colossians 1:18, Hebrews 1:5,6 

5. He is the first fruits of resurrection. ‑ 1 Corinthians 15:20‑23

6. The church is called the assembly of the firstborn. ‑ Hebrews 12:23

A WORD OF CONDEMNATION; SELF-INTEREST HAD TAKEN PRIORITY OVER GOD’S HOUSE: 1:2-11

2  Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is  not come, the time that the LORD's house should be built. 3  Then came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying, 4  Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this  house lie waste?

KEY WORDS

	Speaketh
	Amar
	To say

	Hosts
	Tsaba
	Host, Warfare, Service

	People
	Am
	A people

	Time
	Eth
	Time

	House
	Bayith
	House, Household

	Built
	Banah
	To be built

	Word
	Dabar
	Word, Matter, Thing

	Prophet
	Nabi
	A prophet

	Dwell
	Yashab
	To sit down or still

	Cieled
	Vashab
	To cover over


BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

The enemies of God’s people are enemies only when God’s people live a life of separateness (sanctification).  Because the world lives according to the Devil’s standards, those who separate themselves from the world in living according to God’s standards, will be hated by the world, for sanctification is an indictment against them for their sin. John 15:19 cf. John 3:20.  

Since the return from Babylonian and during their attempts to re-establish the Temple and its system of sanctification, the people had been oppressed by the surrounding world.  God had allowed this pressure to test his people’s faith, but the people had been found wanting.  

They had taken their eyes off the LORD of hosts and ceased to give attention to his word and consequently the pressures from the world the flesh and the Devil became uppermost in their minds and the alleviating of that pressure of paramount importance.   They ceased to be a separate and unique people and became as the unbelievers around them.  The building of the LORD’S house could wait; the establishment of their homes and their ‘good’ relations with the neighbouring nations became the priority.  

 In such an atmosphere of spiritual failure, one can imagine the effect of the prophet’s stern and rather sarcastic words:  “You say the time is not right for the LORD’S house to be built, yet it’s a good time to build and live in your fancy houses and let the Temple lie ruined and desolate.”  The LORD condemns them in words of strong sarcasm, then in vs.5 he tells them to take note of the past years:  Consider your ways.

DOCTRINES

WOLRDLINESS

1. Worldliness  means to follow the beliefs and philosophy of man rather than that of God

2. Worldliness is the opposite to Godliness;  it is thinking/doing in opposition to God's revealed word. Titus 2:11-14.

3. All people are faced with the constant choice of following God's way or the world's. Romans 5:12, 3:19, 1 Corinthians 1:21, Ephesians 2:12,  James 1:27, 2 Peter 1:4, 2:20.

4. Satan is the "prince of this world", and has power to deceive those who are negative to God's plans.  John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, 1 Corinthians 4:4, 1 Peter 5:8,9.

5. We must not love the world, 1 John 2:15-17.

6. We must hate all the world stands for, in thought and in deed. 1 Corinthians 5:9-13, 11:30-32, Galatians 6:14, James 1:27, James 4:4, 2 Peter 1:3,4, 1 Corinthians 3:18, 19. 

7. We must not return to our old behaviour patterns, Ephesians  2:1-7.

8. This evil world system and the prince of this world will be condemned. Matthew 18:7, John 12:31, 16:11, 1 Corinthians 6:2, 2 Peter 3:7, 2 Peter 2:1ff.

SANCTIFICATION

1. Sanctification means to be made holy - to be set apart unto God.  One who is sanctified is called a saint.

2. We are sanctified (made holy) in Christ Jesus. (1 Corinthians 1:2)

3. Sanctification is in three stages:

a) Stage 1 At salvation - union with Christ - positional sanctification. (1 Corinthians 12:13, Romans 1:1-7)

b) Stage 2 Christian way of life - filling of the Holy Spirit - spirituality. (Romans 16:2; 1 Corinthians 1-2)

c) Stage 3 Resurrection body - In heaven - Ultimate sanctification. (1 John 3:2)

4. Our position in Christ entitles us to share Christ's righteousness.  It therefore

a) protects us from divine judgment. (Romans 8:1)

b) qualifies us to live with God forever.

c) makes us a new creature in Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:17)

d) guarantees eternal security for every believer. (Romans 8:38, 39)

5. However, because we still have the old sin nature, we will still sin during this life (Romans 7:21) When controlled by his carnal nature, however the believer is positionally sanctified but experientially carnal.

6. When we receive the resurrection body, we no longer sin - our sanctification will be complete (1 Corinthians 15:56, Philippians 3:21, 1 Thessalonians 5:23)

HAGGAI 1:5-6 

1:5  Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. 6  Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.

KEY WORDS

	Consider
	Sum
	To place, Put, Set

	Ways
	Derek
	Trodden path or way

	Sown
	Zara
	To sow

	Little
	Meat
	A little, Few

	Eat
	Akal
	To eat

	Enough
	Sobah
	Fullness, Satiety 

	Drink
	Shathan
	To drink, Banquet

	Clothe
	Labash
	To clothe, Put on

	Warm
	Chom
	Heat, Warmth 

	Earneth Wages
	Sakar
	To hire self out

	Bag
	Tseror
	Bundle

	Holes
	Naqab
	To pierce


BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Their hard work has not produced what was expected, and what little has been produced is insufficient for their needs.  This has not been a recent phenomenon but an ongoing and debilitating occurrence; all during the time of their neglect of spiritual things, the supply of their physical things has been deficient.  

There is also a strong sense of dissatisfaction expressed in Haggai’s words; You have eaten, you have drunk, and you have clothed yourselves yet there has been no contentment or satisfaction in it all, and even money earned doesn’t seem to cover your wants.  Such production could be expressed as the wood, hay and stubble of a secular life.   

“All the days of the afflicted are evil: but he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast.  Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith.  Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith.” Proverbs. 15:15-17   

HAGGAI 1:7-8 

1:7  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. 8  Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I will  take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the LORD.

KEY WORDS

	Hosts
	Tsaba
	Host, Warfare, Service

	Consider
	Sum
	To place, Put, Set

	Ways
	Derek
	Trodden path or way

	Mountains
	Har
	Mount, Hill

	Wood
	Ets
	A tree, Wood

	Build
	Banah
	To build up

	House
	Bayith
	House, Household

	Pleasure
	Ratsah
	To be pleased

	Glorified
	Kabed
	To be or become honoured


BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

“Take note of these things” God tells them, “and go, bring, build.”  They had put their hands to the plough but had taken their eyes off the kingdom of God (Luke 9:62); they had started in faith but had drawn back and had found themselves distanced from the LORD and without the blessings of his pleasure (Heb. 10:38). 

Here the LORD guarantees his pleasure in their work, if only they will ‘go, bring, build’.  These people are already redeemed; they have been restored and yet their lives were not right with their LORD.   These works were not for salvation (to gain or re-establish relationship), but to re-establish fellowship with God.  The Tabernacle-Temple was the very heart of Jewish worship, Deut. 12:11-14, and while it was neglected, God had no witness for his name.  

God is glorified when he is made known.  He was glorified when he brought Israel out of Egypt (Ex. 14:4, 17) and he revealed his glory on Mt. Sinai (Deut. 5:24) but even so God does not reveal all of the Divine glory, for Moses, that friend of God was not allowed to see him in all his fullness (Ex. 33:17-23).  

God is glorified when his people acknowledge him, cf. Psalms 22:23; 86:12a; and would be glorified once again when his people finished the work and built his Temple.  

Temples of God:

Believers today, as temples of God the Holy Spirit, are to glorify God in (their) body, and in (their) spirit 1 Corinthians. 6:19-20, cf. Romans 12:1-2.  Being temples of the Spirit is something which ye have of God therefore it is a completed action and requires only that we neither grieve nor quench the Spirit.  If he is allowed to do so, he will glorify God in and by means of believers.  

DOCTRINES

HOLY SPIRIT – MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

1. TO THE UNBELIEVER

a) RESTRAINING (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

If unbelievers were unrestrained in the Church Age the one world system which Satan is trying to establish would come. After the rapture of the Church it will come.

b) CONVICTING (John 16:7-11)

i) Sin - the barrier which remains in unbelief.

ii) Righteousness - God is totally righteous, man is only relatively righteous and needs God's righteousness for salvation.

iii) Judgment - Satan and all unbelievers are judged.

c) REGENERATION (John 3:5)

Man without the spirit cannot understand spiritual things. The Gospel is spiritual, the Holy Spirit makes the gospel a reality to the unbeliever when one believes and is "born again" or regenerated. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

2. TO THE BELIEVER AT SALVATION

a) Regeneration (John 3:1-16, Titus 3:5)

b) Baptism (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5) We are baptized into union with Jesus Christ and become part of the body of Christ.  This is not to be confused with the Filling of the Holy Spirit.

c) Indwelling (Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20) From salvation on the believer is indwelt by the Spirit.

d) Sealing (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30). This ministry relates to your future with God, the guarantee of eternal security.

e) Distribution of spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:11) Each believer receives a spiritual gift at the point of salvation in order to function in the body of Christ.

3. TO THE BELIEVER AFTER SALVATION (Spirituality)

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit after salvation is the means by which we live the Christian life ordained by God  (Ephesians 2:10, 5:18)

a) The Filling of the Holy Spirit (spirituality through confession of sin and surrender of the life). (1 John 1:9 Ephesians 5:18)

b) The character of Jesus Christ is produced by the believer when he is filled with the Spirit. (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23)

c) Glorification of Christ (John 7:39, 16:14, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

d) Fulfilment of the Law. (Romans 8:2-4)

HOLY SPIRIT:  SINS AGAINST THE SPIRIT

1. RESISTING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Unbelievers only) (Acts 7:51, John 16:8-11) This is hardening to the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit.

2. BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT (Unbelievers only) (Matthew 12:31) The purpose of the Holy Spirit was to reveal the person of Jesus Christ.  The Pharisees rejected this by claiming He was demon possessed.

3. LYING TO THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) (Acts 5:1-3) A sin of false motivation. - Ananias and Sapphira.

4. GRIEVING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) (Ephesians 4:30) Any sin which the believer commits.

5. QUENCHING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) (1 Thessalonians 5:19) A believer who is not allowing the Holy Spirit to exert His full influence.

6. UNPARDONABLE SIN (Matthew 12:22-32)

a) Rejection of Jesus Christ as God and Saviour is the only sin which cannot be forgiven.  This unbelief is shown in Matthew 12:24, denying the person and power of Jesus.

b) It is impossible for a believer to commit the unpardonable sin. (Isaiah 1:18, Isaiah 44:22, 1 John 1:7)

HAGGAI 1:9

1:9  Ye looked for much, and, lo it came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the LORD of hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto his own house.

KEY WORDS

	Looked
	Panah
	To turn the face

	Little
	Meat
	A little, Few

	Brought
	Bo
	To cause to come in

	Home
	Bayith
	House

	Blow 
	Napach
	To breathe or blow

	Hosts
	Tsaba
	Host, Warfare, Service 

	Waste
	Chareb
	Dry, Waste

	Run
	Ruts
	To run

	House
	Bayith
	House

	Everyman
	Ish
	A man


BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Again we see the emptiness of their production, the dashed hopes and the barrenness of their expectations:  Ecclesiastes 1:1-3, where the words of Solomon, the Preacher, the son of David and king in Jerusalem are recorded, comes to mind. “Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity.  What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?” 

These are the words of a man isolated from his God by the apathy and indifference brought about by sin.  The little spiritual life he had (not his salvation), God did blow upon it and it had been taken from him according to the principles enunciated by our Lord Jesus Christ in Luke 19:24-25. “…and from him that hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him.”  

So it was to his people now in regards to their physical blessings; God had blown it away because of their apathy and indifference.  They had to learn the lesson that Solomon enunciated at the end of life,  “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man” Eccl. 12:13.

God’s house, the centre and source of Jewish spiritual life, was laid waste, whilst they concentrated on the things of this world, and because as a father God desired the best for his children, he chastised them, “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth” Heb. 12:6; Proverbs. 3:12.  

Such suffering as the people of God endure is designed for their good.  “…we know that all things work together for good to them that love God (God is in all things working them together for the good of those who love him), to them who are the called according to his purpose.” Rom. 8:28

Barnes puts it this way: “…learn that one of the objects of affliction is to lead us “to obey God.” In prosperity we forget it. We become self-confident and rebellious. “Then” God lays his hand upon us; breaks up our plans; crushes our hopes; takes away our health, and teaches us that we “must” be submissive to his will. Some of the most valuable lessons of obedience are learned in the furnace of affliction; and many of the most submissive children of the Almighty have been made so as the result of protracted woes.”

DOCTRINES

SIN

1. Sin means to fall short (like an arrow falling short of the target) of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

2. Therefore, anything which does not meet God's standard of righteousness and holiness is sin.

3. It is clear to see, then, that mankind, in his own strength, cannot achieve the righteousness of God. (Romans 3:9-10)

4. The sin of Adam

a) Sin entered the world with Adam. (Genesis 3:1-5, Romans 5:12)

b) The penalty of sin is death (Romans 6:23)

i) spiritual death - separation from God in time (Genesis 3:8)

ii) physical death - separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 3:19, 5:5)

iii) eternal death - separation from God in the Lake of Fire Revelation 20:13-14)

c) The man, Adam, as head over the woman, was therefore held responsible for sin (Romans 5:12)

d) The penalty of sin is imputed to all people, and, apparently, passed down through the male in birth.

e) Because Jesus was born of a virgin, He did not inherit the sin nature from Adam.

f) As a sinless man, He was therefore qualified to offer Himself as a sacrifice to pay the penalty of sin (death - spiritual and physical).

g) Because Christ has paid the penalty for sin for us, those who trust in Him are no longer condemned (Romans 5:19, 8:1)

5. All of creation is corrupted as a result of sin (Genesis 3:16-19, Romans 8:20-22)

6. Three types of sin:-

a) Adam's sin is imputed to all mankind

b) As a result, we all inherit a sinful nature

c) As a result, we therefore commit personal sins

7. Sin manifests itself in three categories:

a) Sins of action/deed

i) Examples include murder, adultery, stealing

b) Sins of the tongue/spoken

i) Examples include lying, slander, gossip, blasphemy

ii) Out of the seven "worst" sins, three are sins of the tongue. (Proverbs 6:16-19)

iii) Can result in the sin unto death. (Psalm 12:3)

iv) God protects and blesses the believer who is victimised by the sins of the tongue. (Matthew 5:11-12)

v) Troublemakers are always characterised by sins of the tongue. (Psalm 52:2)

c) Sins of the mind

i) Examples include pride, coveting, jealousy, bitterness, hatred, vindictiveness.

8. Recovery from sin

a) When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.   The Holy Spirit is grieved, and can no longer control your life.

b) Confess the known sin. (1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18) God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins.

c) Examine your motivation - this involves full surrender to God. (Romans 12:1-2, 2 Corinthians 13:5)

d) Move on from the sin which you have confessed. Don't get tied up with guilt - this is another sin. (Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12)

e) Resume your active spiritual walk. Avoid areas where you might be tempted. (Hebrews 12:12-13)

f) Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God. (James 5:16)

g) In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).

9. Jesus washed the feet of the disciples John 13:10

a) The body is clean - we were eternally forgiven once and for all at the cross. (Hebrews 10:1-12).

b) The feet need regular washing - we must confess our sins to the Father to restore fellowship (1 John 1:9)

10. Satan constantly accuses us of our sins before God (Revelation 12:10).  However, the Lord Jesus Christ is our Advocate/Lawyer in heaven (1 John 2:1).  He pleads for us by saying that the penalty for that sin has been paid in full.

11. Names for sin include:-

a) Unbelief - denial of the truth. (John 16:9, Hebrews 3:12)

b) Lawlessness - rejection of rules of life. (1 Timothy 1:9)

c) Iniquity - evil acts. (Acts 8:22, 23)

d) Trespass - encroachment on God's authority. (Ephesians 2:1)

e) Disobedience - refusal to obey. (Hebrews 2:2)

f) Transgression - violation of law. (Luke 15:29, Galatians 3:19)

12. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, due to habitual unconfessed sin or rebellion against God. (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11:31, 32)  Examples:

a) The Corinthian Pervert  (1 Corinthians 5)

b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's table in an unworthy manner. (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)

d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)

e) Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1 -11)

13. There is only one sin which can't be forgiven - the unpardonable sin - rejection of Jesus Christ.

a) It is based upon rejection of the ministry of the Holy Spirit to reveal the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour. Genesis  6:3,  John 16:7-11,  Hebrews 10:29.

b) Synonyms for the unpardonable sin are: wilful sin  Hebrews 10:26-31, blasphemy against the Holy Spirit  Matthew  12:31,  resisting the Holy Spirit  Acts 7:51,  insulting the Holy Spirit  Hebrews 10:29

14. The first recorded sin was that of Satan - pride (Isaiah 14:12-14)

15. God is not the author of sin nor the author of temptation. It is incompatible with the nature of God for Him to create sin because of His divine character.  (James 1:13).

16. Temptation comes from the world, the flesh (sin nature within man), or Satan.  If he entertains the sin, man then chooses to sin - sin is therefore a result of man's own free will. (James 1:14)

DESTINY OF BELIEVERS

1. He who believes in Jesus Christ has eternal life now (1 John 5:11-13).  He will never die (John 11:25,26, John 8:51)

2. Believers are said to "fall asleep" at their death (1 Thessalonians 4:14).  The soul departs to be consciously present with Christ, but the body "sleeps" in the grave until the resurrection (2 Corinthians 5:6-8)

3. When Christ comes at the Rapture, the bodies of those in Christ shall be raised from the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

4. Our physical bodies will be replaced by immortal bodies (2 Corinthians 5:1-4) - conformed to the body of Christ (Philippians 3:20-21)

5. We shall be like him (1 John 3:2) seeing His glory and reflecting it in ourselves (Colossians 3:4, John 17:22).

6. We will be rewarded because of works of faith (Luke 19:12-19) which will vary in proportion to our faithfulness in serving God (Matthew 6:20, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

7. In the Millennial Kingdom, we shall reign with Christ as priests of God and Christ (Revelation 20:6).

8. To the overcomer (1 John 5:4-5) Christ will give to eat of the tree of life (Revelation 2:7) and shall not be hurt by the second death - the lake of fire (Revelation 2:11). He will be given authority to rule over nations (Revelation 2.26-27) Jesus will acknowledge the believer before God (Revelation 3:4-5) who will be made a pillar in the temple of God. (Revelation 3:12) and will be seated with Christ in His own throne. (Revelation 3:21)

9. God will wipe away all tears from his eyes; sorrow, crying, pain, and death shall be no more (Revelation 21:4)

10. We shall know all things perfectly (1 Corinthians 13:12)

11. We will receive an incorruptible inheritance. (1 Peter 1:3-5) kept by our all powerful God in heaven.

HAGGAI 1:10-11

10  Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew, and the earth is  stayed from her fruit. 11  And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountains, and  upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which  the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the  labour of the hands.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

It is because of their spiritual apathy that God had withdrawn the blessings of the land.  Those blessings are all encompassed in the dew from heaven, for the lack of rain brings immediate destruction and heartache to an agricultural society such as Israel had.  Everything is touched by drought; Cropping (fruit, new wine, oil) and Pasture (cattle) and all life sustained by them (men).  

In the phrase ‘the labour of the hands’, we again see the spiritual aspect come in. Wasted effort has its consequences on the psyche of man and when effort is wasted for prolonged periods, despondency and hopelessness set in.  

The principles of Romans 8:28 are for all time and the LORD used the natural elements to work his will in the lives of his people.  Man is a proud and self-sufficient creature and believers (in every era) who take their eyes off the LORD are no different. To destroy this attempt at self-sufficiency by his people, God removed from them the material blessings and allowed the pressures of life to provoke despondency and hopelessness.  Though it may sometimes seem to be the case, the Lord has said that he will never leave nor forsake you (Deut. 31:6, 8; Heb. 13:5), but will, with the trial, make a way of escape (Psalm. 36:5, 89:33; 1 Corinthians. 10:13).  

These principles of scripture were being applied to the Jews in Jerusalem at this time, and God did not fail them, but sent his word by the mouth of his prophet Haggai to open the eyes of their understanding and to turn them to repentance and to worship.   

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT: HAGGAI 1:12-13 

12  Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the  voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD  their God had sent him, and the people did fear before the LORD. 13  Then spake Haggai the LORD's messenger in the LORD's message unto the  people, saying, I am with you, saith the LORD.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

There is something particular about the phrase “the LORD’S messenger in the LORD’S message”.  Though the word messenger, mal-awk'; meaning to despatch as a deputy; a messenger; and used throughout the Old Testament as angel, messenger or ambassador, the word message, mal-ak-ooth’ is used nowhere else in the Bible, it is exclusive to Haggai.  Haggai has coined this word and that alone gives this phrase a unique quality and suggests a singular purpose, it is intended to express something more than the words it contains. 

It is as though Haggai saw himself, in light of this particular passage, as being God’s ambassador.  The content of the message; “I am with you”, is a fitting message for an ambassador to convey and coming so quickly on the heels of their repentance, is a message of pure grace.  For years the people neglected God and were disciplined for it, they repented, and immediately the LORD responded; “I (am) with you”.  

If God had not withheld “dew from heaven” to bring pressure to bear on his people, and if he had not sent his prophet to them, they would have continued on in apathy and indifference.  He it was who initiated the reconciliation and who opened their eyes to the spiritual realities.  They had done nothing and would have continued doing nothing if God had not worked all things together for their good and woken them up.  They woke up and turned to him and his instant response was “I am with you”.

This is the God of grace who says to his wayward people even today, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9 

We must always remember, when applying New Testament doctrines to the Old Testament, that the Temple rituals were pictures of Christ, or, as the Hebrews would know him, Messiah.  As the Jewish believer fulfilled the rituals, he looked (in faith) to the day when God would ‘take away’ his sin and give him a new heart, a heart of flesh as described in Ezekiel 36:25-28.  The day of that fulfilment has arrived, Christ (Messiah) has validated the ritual; therefore the doctrines applicable to the Old Testament ritual can legitimately be applied

DOCTRINE

GRACE

1. Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. Therefore Grace is unmerited favour from God.

2. Grace depends on the character of God therefore Grace depends on who and what God is. Grace is what God can do for man and still be true to his own character.

3. The believer must recognise the difference between legalism and grace. Legalism is man's work intruding upon the plan of God.

4. The greatest thing God can do for the saved person is to make him exactly like His Son Jesus Christ. This is accomplished in three stages of sanctification.

5. Positional Sanctification:  At Salvation every believer enters into union with Christ. (Hebrews 1:2) Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father and is therefore superior to all angels in his humanity. At the point of salvation we are entered into union with Christ thus we are positionally higher than angels. We are positionally seated with Christ at God's right hand.

6. Experiential Sanctification:  During the Christian's life on the earth the time spent under the power of the Holy Spirit. During this time we produce the character of God in our lives - gold, silver, precious stones. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

7. Ultimate Sanctification:  When the believer receives a resurrection body he loses the sin nature and all human good. At this point the believer is physically superior to all angels. He remains in this perfect state eternally.

8. All believers have tasted of Grace at least once (1 Peter 2:3). This refers to the point of Salvation at which the believer receives at least 34 things which he did not earn or deserve. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) Disorientation to grace is the believer's greatest occupational hazard in his Christian life. (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 12:15)

9. The divine attitude to grace is expressed in (Isaiah 30:18, 19) God is constantly waiting to pour out his blessing on all believers in the Christian life.

10. Grace in salvation is expressed in many ways. It is always the same - believing in Jesus Christ (Psalm 103:8-12, Romans 3:23-4, Romans 4:4, 5:20, Ephesians 2:8, 9)

11. There are many ways in which the Christian life expresses GRACE:

a) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

b) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) Growth (2 Peter 3:18)

d) Stability (1 Peter 5:12)

e) Lifestyle (Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 1:12)

f) Production of Divine Good (1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 6:1

12. Grace is the correct attitude in relation to giving. (2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

13. Grace is the only means of coping with suffering in the Christian life. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) Through Grace God is able to bless the believer in the midst of the pressures and adversities of life. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

14. Implications of grace:

a) God is perfect, his plan is perfect.

b) A perfect plan can only originate from a perfect God.

c) If man could do anything in the plan of God the plan would no longer be perfect.

d) A plan is no stronger than its weakest link. Grace therefore excludes all human merit, all human ability.

e) Legalism, human works is the enemy of Grace.

f) The works of human righteousness have therefore no place in the plan of God. (Isaiah 64:6)

FORGIVENESS

1. Forgiveness is by the death of Christ (Matthew 26:28, Revelation 1 :5)

2. Divine forgiveness is to all who believe in Christ (Acts 10:43, Acts 16:31)

3. The penalty of sin was paid by Christ on the cross. (Hebrews 9:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

4. When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.  God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins. (1 John 1: 9).

5. Jesus Christ is our propitiation. (1 John 2:1,2 )

6. In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).  This can only be accomplished by the filling of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23)

HAGGAI 1:14-15 

14  And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their God,  15  In the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, in the second year  of Darius the king.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Twenty-four days after Haggai first spoke to Zerubbabel and Joshua, the rebuilding of the Temple was recommenced.  After a decade and a half of inactivity, spiritual frustration and stagnation, this stirring up of the spirit in Israel was revival at its best. 

The people were motivated by a renewed awareness of their spiritual legacy, a legacy attached to the Temple, and they set to work on a work of faith, obedience to the LORD’S command.  

There is so much in this that is pertinent to the spiritual life of believers today that it hardly needs to be said; how often it is that we need to be stirred from our fear or complacency or indifference, to remember our spiritual legacy (a legacy we have in Christ) and to obey the will of God (2 Tim. 1:6-10).  

The best description of revival is to be seen in the revivals found in the Word of God: -

REVIVALS

Twenty four Biblical revivals and Reforms are examined.

1. Jacob - On his return from Bethel he ordered his whole household to put away their false gods and to wash and change their garments. The false gods were buried. Jacob then built an altar to the Lord. (Genesis 35:1-4)

2. Moses - This occurred when the Israelites saw the parting of the Red Sea as a mighty act of God. Moses led the Israelites with the Song of Moses whilst his sister Miriam provided the music. (Exodus 14:31-15:21)

3. Samuel - He exhorted the nation to put away false gods and prepare to worship the one true God. (1 Samuel 7:3-6)

4. David - When the Ark of the Covenant was brought into Jerusalem for the first time. (1 Chronicles 15:25-28, 16:1-43, 29:10-25)

5. David - At the dedication of the materials for the future Temple. (1 Chronicles 29)

6. Solomon - At the dedication of the Temple. (2 Chronicles 7:1-3)

7. Asa - Who removed the idols and Sodomites out of the land. (1 Kings 15:11-15)

8. Jehosophat - Who led a revival when he cleansed the Temple and ordered the sanctification of the Levitical priesthood. (2 Chronicles 19)

9. Elijah - After the contest with the prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel. (1 Kings 18:21-40)

10. Jehu - When he exterminated all worshipers of Baal and their temples. (2 Kings 10:15-28)

11. Jehoida - As High Priest he led the people in a covenant to turn from their idols and worship God. (2 Kings 11:17-20)

12. Hezekiah - He cleansed the Temple resulting in a revival. (2 Chronicles 29-31)

13. Manassah - When this wicked king became a believer he ordered the destruction of all idols. (2 Chronicles 33:11-20)

14. Josiah - When in cleaning up the Temple the Book of the Law was accidentally discovered. Its public reading before the king and nation had a profound effect. (2 Kings 22-23)

15. Ezra - When as a result of his preaching on separation the nation Israel turned from their practice of marriage alliances with the heathen in the land. (Ezra 9-10)

16. Nehemiah - After he had rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem, Ezra publicly read and taught from the Word of God, causing a great revival. (Nehemiah 13)

17. Jonah - Despite a negative attitude, his preaching caused a mass conversion of the Assyrians at Nineveh. (Jonah 3)

18. Esther - Following the repentance of the Jews with the overthrow of Haman. (Esther 9:17-22)

19. John the Baptist - Who preached of the coming Messiah, warning them to repent. (Luke 3:2-18)

20. Jesus - When, after speaking to the Samaritan woman there was a revival in Samaria. (John 4:28-42)

21. Philip - Whose preaching regarding the kingdom of God produced a great revival in Samaria. (Acts 8:5-12)

22. Peter - At Pentecost after his great sermon. (Acts 2)

23. Peter - At Lydda after he had healed Aeneas. (Acts 9)

24. Paul - At Ephesus during his third missionary journey. (Acts 19:11-20)

CHAPTER 2

A REMINDER OF THE PAST AND A MORE GLORIOUS FUTURE: HAGGAI 2:1-9

HAGGAI 2:1-3
1  In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, came the word of the LORD by the prophet Haggai, saying,  2  Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the people, saying,  3  Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how  do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing?
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

It is probable that this is the time of the events of Ezra 5:3-17, and Haggai was inspired once again to encourage the people against seeming opposition.  According to Ezra 5:8, the work was well underway when officialdom raised its ugly head. 

Again the Lord used the gentiles to provoke anxiety and fear in testing the people’s resolve, but this time, with the frustration and heartache of the past years still fresh in their memory, and the confidence the LORD’S word had kindled, they were able to continue the work.  In the end the opposition turned out to be no more than officialdom questioning their actions and was eventually dispelled by the facts, facts that had always been there (Ezra 6:1-5).  (It is interesting to speculate on the outcome, had Zerubbabel and Joshua pursued those facts at the outset of hostilities one and a half decades before and not bowed to the pressure.)

It is the great stones, and timber laid in the walls (Ezra 5:8), which Haggai compares to the house in her first glory.  Zerubbabel, as a ‘son of Babylon’ certainly hadn’t seen Solomon’s Temple, but there must have been a few who had, for they are asked to compare these lowly beginnings to what had been.  From Haggai’s own perspective these beginnings were as nothing, making it obvious that he had seen the original.

Such a comparison would have been disheartening, but, in making the comparison, they were not to despair, for the God of Israel, the one who had said, “I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be their God”, was with them.  Exodus. 29:45

HAGGAI 2:4-7 

4  Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the LORD, and work: for I am with you, saith the LORD of hosts:  5  According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not.  2:6  For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land;  7  And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall  come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts.
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	Desire

	Come
	Bo
	To come in

	Fill
	Male
	To fill

	House
	Bayith 
	House, Household

	Glory
	Kabod
	Honour


BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

The day of wrath:

This house, which at the moment was as nothing, will one day be filled with glory.  It will not be an immediate event, for the LORD says, it is a little while (see note below), but there will come a day when he will shake the heavens and the earth to bring the nations to repentance.  
This is not some metaphysical event; it is a literal physical shaking of the earth, as occurred at the time of the great flood, and during the catastrophic times of the exodus from Egypt.  

The events are portrayed in Revelation 16:17-21 and will be a massive disruption that will affect the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land, and the nations will know that day of the Lord has come, the day of his wrath, and that the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Isaiah 13:9, 13; Ezekiel 38:19; Zephaniah 1:15, 18; Romans 2:5; Revelation 6:17 and Revelation 19:6.

It is a little while:

A little while in Biblical terms could be decades, centuries or even millennia (cf. the context of Hebrews 10:37), for in the Lord’s time scale a day is as a thousand years and a thousand years is as a day (2 Peter 3:8 cf. Psalm 90:4).  When the Lord says he will do something quickly, it often means that when those prophesied events do happen, they will happen immediately and without further delay.  It may be years before the event occurs but hours or just days for them to be finalised.  See Habakkuk 2:3 which is speaking of the same events as Jeremiah 21:6-7 and see Luke 18:7-8 for the principles of a delayed yet speedy accomplishment. 

As a man might shake a bag of grain to settle its contents, so the LORD will shake the heavens and the earth.  Though only done once, it will be of such proportions as to make the earthquakes and volcanic actions of the past centuries seem commonplace.  It will be a time of judgment on an ungodly world, a time of world shattering destruction and death as God cleanses the world of unbelief, yet it will also be a time of salvation as millions turn to the creator of heaven and earth, God Almighty.  

The desire of all nations:

The desire of nations has always been prosperity and peace, yet because they have sought it without the Prince of Peace, the desire for prosperity has been pursued without regard to others and the result has been war.   When God shakes the nations it will be to destroy the accumulated greed and selfishness of this world, and only those whose desire is for the Prince of Peace, will be saved.  Jesus of Nazareth is the Prince of Peace, for he is the child born into this world; he is the Son of God given for the reconciliation of the world, and he is the only one in whom the world will have peace with God.  Isaiah 9:6-7; John 3:16; 2Corinthians; 5:19; Romans 5:1.    

Though this Temple and the one built by Herod would never see the presence of the ‘glory of the LORD’, Christ Jesus, the Messiah and King of Israel, will come to the Millennial Temple in all the power and glory of his resurrection, and fill it with that glory.  

The holiness of God (his uncompromised justice and unblemished righteousness) was manifest in the life and death of Christ, for in his life Christ fulfilled all righteousness, and in death he met the demands of perfect justice.  

It is therefore in his resurrection from the dead that the holiness of God is revealed, and that revealed holiness will fill the Temple.  

This word glory, kaw-bode’, in its proper sense means weight, but in the best sense means splendour or copiousness: — abundance, see Strong’s.  

DEATH

1. In essence, death means "separation".

2. Types of death:

a) Physical death - is the separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 35:18).

b) Spiritual death - is separation from God, having no relationship with God (Ephesians 2:1,12, Genesis 2:17,3:8)

c) The second death - this is the Great White Throne judgment followed by the lake of fire for unbelievers - separation from the presence of God, punished forever (revelation 20:12-15, 21:8)

d) Positional death - Christians are identified with Jesus Christ in His death (separation from sin) and in His resurrection (living in righteousness) Romans 6:3-14 Colossians 2:12-14

e) Sexual death - inability to procreate (Romans 4:17-21, Hebrews 11:11-12)

f) Operational death - faith without works is non operational (James 2:26)

g) Temporal death - a carnal believer, out of fellowship with God (Romans 8:6-8,13, Ephesians 5:14, 1 Timothy 5:6, James 1:15, Revelation 3:1)

3. Reasons for death:

a) The work is finished. (John 19:30 cf Luke 23:46, 2 Timothy 4:7)

b) For the glory of God - martyrdom (John 21:19, Acts 7:55-60)

c) The sin unto death - extreme discipline for believers with hardened hearts against God (1 John 5:16)

d) Suicide - superimposing your will over God's will for your life (1 Samuel 31:4, Matthew 27:5

e) The unique death of Christ - committing His own spirit to the Father (Luke 23:46)

SALVATION

1. Salvation is the gift of God by grace through faith.

2. We cannot work for salvation - we must receive it as a gift. (Ephesians 2:8, 9, Romans 4:4-5)

3. The only means of salvation is by trusting that Jesus Christ died for your sins, was buried and raised from the dead.  He therefore paid the penalty for sin, and conquered death.  (Acts 16:30-31, John 3:16, 14:6, 1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

4. We are saved so that we can serve God. (Ephesians 2:8-10)  Our good works show that we have been saved.

5. Salvation includes many other doctrines such as Imputation, Justification, Redemption, Propitiation, Reconciliation and Sanctification.

RESURRECTION

1. The resurrection of Christ is central to the gospel. (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

a) Had there been no resurrection then we would all still be in our sins. (1 Corinthians 15:17).

b) Resurrection indicates completion of justification. (Romans 4:25, 2 Corinthians 5:2 1)

c) Resurrection is a guarantee of ultimate sanctification. (1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

d) The resurrection is the Father's seal on Christ's completed work, and the public declaration of its acceptance. 

e) Without the resurrection it is impossible for Christ to be glorified. The humanity of Christ is glorified higher than the angels. (John 7:39, John 16:14)

2. Historical proof of the resurrection:

a) The empty tomb. (Matthew 28)

b) Many of witnesses died rather than change their testimony.

c) Subsequent changes and confidence of the disciples after the resurrection.

d) The day of Pentecost. The reality of the resurrection was so well known that when Peter preached the first two sermons in Jerusalem over 8000 people were saved.  (Acts 2:41, Acts 4:3-4)

e) The observance of the first day of the week as the worship day. (Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:2, Revelation 1:10)

f) The historic existence of the church. The church worships a literal risen Saviour, and not merely the memory of a dead martyr . (Romans 5:12,14,17, 6:3-9, 8:2, 1 Corinthians 15:26,54-55, Hebrews 2:14)

3. Baptism is a sign of the new resurrection life. (Romans 6:3-11, Colossians 2:12).

4. The Lord's Supper is a reminder of the expected return of the risen Lord. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

5. Order of the resurrections:-

a) The first for believers only including Jesus Christ which is divided into four parts.

i) The resurrection of Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:23, Romans 1:4, 1 Thessalonians 1:10, 1 Peter 1:3)

ii) The Rapture of the church (1 Corinthians 15:51-57, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)

iii) The Old Testament saints and tribulation martyrs at the end of the Tribulation. (Daniel 12:13, Isaiah 26-19-20, Revelation 20:4)

iv) The Millennial saints and those who survive the Tribulation to enter the Millennium in their physical bodies.

b) The second resurrection occurs at the end of the Millennium and is for unbelievers only. They are judged and cast into the lake of fire forever. (1 John 5:28, 29, Revelation 20:12-15, 2 Peter 3:7, Matthew 25:41)

c) Jesus, who must be the first eternally resurrected human., was not raised until three days after the crucifixion.

d) People in the Old Testament who were "raised from the dead" were merely resuscitated, and later died.

e) Matthew 27:52-53 is a transfer scene not a resurrection scene. The transfer is one of saints from paradise to the third heaven (Ephesians 4:8). Some were given resuscitated bodies to witness to the Jews.

6. The sequence of events at the Lord's resurrection is as follows:-

a) Mary Magdalene, Salome and Mary the mother of James and Joses head towards the tomb followed by other women carrying embalming spices.

b) The three find the stone rolled away. Mary Magdalene goes back to tell the disciples. (Luke 23:55-24:9, John 20:1-2)

c) Mary the mother of James and Joses draws near to the tomb and sees the angel. (Matthew 28:2)

d) She goes back to the women carrying the spices.

e) Peter and John who have been advised by Mary Magdalene arrive, look inside the empty tomb and go away.(John 20:3-10)

f) Mary Magdalene returns weeping, sees two angels and then Jesus.(John 20:11-18)

g) As instructed by the Lord she goes to tell the disciples.

h) Mary the mother of James and Joses meets the women with the spices and returning with them they see the two angels. (Luke 24:4-5, Mark 16:5)

i) They also receive advice from the angels and, going to seek the disciples, are met by Jesus. (Matthew 28:8-10)

7. Recorded appearances after his resurrection.

a) Mary Magdalene (John 20:14-18)

b) Women returning from the tomb (Matthew 28:8-10)

c) Emmaus couple (Luke 24:13-31)

d) Peter (Luke 24:34)

e) Ten disciples (Luke 24:36-43)

f) Disciples including Thomas (John 20:24-29)

g) Lake Tiberias appearance (John 21:1-23)

h) To the 500 (1 Corinthians 15:6)

i) James (1 Corinthians 15:7)

j) Disciples at the ascension (Acts 1:3-12)

k) Stephen (Acts 7:55)

l) Paul on Damascus Road (Acts 9:3-6)

m) Paul in the Temple (Acts 2 2:17-2 1

n) Paul at night (Acts 23:11)

o) John on Patmos (Revelation 1:10-19)

8. The resurrection body of Jesus Christ -

a) Retained the nail prints in the hands and feet. (Psalm 22:16, Zechariah 12:10, John 20:25-29)

b) Retained the wound sear in the side. (John 20:25-29)

c) Christ was recognised on 15 appearances by his disciples as the one who died and rose again.

d) Resurrection body of Christ could eat. (Luke 24:42-43)

e) It had substance, it could be touched and felt. (Matthew 28:9, Luke 24:39, John 20:17)

f) His body could breathe. (John 20:22)

g) His body possessed flesh and bones. (Luke 24:39-40)

h) Could walk through closed doors. (Luke 24:36, John 20:19)

i) Appears and disappears suddenly. (Luke 24:31,36)

j) Could move vertically or horizontally. (Acts 1:9,10)

k) Our body will be just like His without the nail prints or wound in the side.

HAGGAI 2:8-9 

8  The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts. 9  The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former,  saith the LORD of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts.

KEY WORDS

	Silver
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	Silver

	Gold
	Zahab
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

All silver and gold belongs to the LORD of hosts and if required he would supply it, but even without silver or gold, the glory that will fill this latter house will exceed the glory of Solomon’s, for this glory will be our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory (1 Corinthians. 2:8; James 2:1).

In this place will I give peace: 

The Prince of Peace will not only fill the Temple with the glory of holiness, but from the Temple he will establish his government and a kingdom of endless peace.  For, “Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.” Isaiah 9:7   

DOCTRINE

KINGDOM

1. The Kingdom of Heaven is distinguished from the Kingdom of God.

a) Kingdom of Heaven

i) The Kingdom of Heaven will be the visible future Kingdom of the Lord on the earth. (Luke 1:31-33)

ii) Entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven, includes those physically alive going into the Millennium. (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, 47-50)

b) Kingdom of God

i) The Kingdom of God is spiritual (John 3:3, Romans 14:17, Luke 17:20) 

ii) Entrance into the Kingdom of God is through regeneration. (John 3:3-7)

iii) The Kingdom of God covers the divine authority over all creation for all time. (Luke 13:28, 29, Hebrews 12:22, 23)

2. The King was born as prophesied of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14 cf Matthew 1:18-25) and in Bethlehem. (Micah 5:2 cf Matthew 2:1)

3. The Kingdom was announced as at hand (Matthew 4:17) but was rejected by the Jews both from a moral (Matthew 11:20) and official viewpoint (Matthew 21:42-43). As a result the King was crowned with thorns.

4. Afterwards He announced His purpose to build His church. (Matthew 16:18) 

5. The mysteries of the Church and the Kingdom of Heaven were seen as concurrent - they both refer to the spiritual kingdom. (Ephesians 3:9-11)

6. When He returns at the Second Advent, the Lord Jesus Christ will establish the Kingdom for 1000 years before eternity resumes. (Matthew 24:27-30, Luke 1:31-33, Acts 15:14-17, Revelation 20:1-10)

7. At the end of the Millennium, Jesus Christ will deliver up the Kingdom to the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24-28)

8. The eternal throne is of God and the Lamb. (Revelation 22:1)

AN INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION OF SPIRITUAL TRUTH: HAGGAI 2:10-14 

HAGGAI 2:10-14

10  In the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying, 11  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Ask now the priests concerning the law,  saying, 12  If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it be holy? And the priests answered and said, No. 13  Then said Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead body touch any of these, shall it be unclean? And the priests answered and said, It shall be unclean. 14  Then answered Haggai, and said, So is this people, and so is this nation before me, saith the LORD; and so is every work of their hands; and that which they offer there is unclean.

KEY WORDS
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	Two, Both

	Year
	Shanah
	A year, A repetition

	Word
	Dabar
	Word, Matter, Thing 

	Prophet
	Nabi
	A prophet

	Saying
	Amar
	To say

	Ask
	Shaal
	To ask

	Priest
	Kohen
	Priest, Prince, Minister

	Law
	Torah
	Direction, Teaching

	Bear
	Nasa
	To lift up, Bear

	Holy
	Qodesh
	Separation, Object set apart

	Flesh
	Basar
	Flesh

	Skirt
	Kanaph
	Wing

	Garment
	Beged
	Cloak, Garment, Covering

	Touch
	Naga
	To touch, Come upon, Plague

	Bread
	Lechem
	Food, Bread, Sustenance

	Oil
	Shemen
	Oil, Ointment, Fatness

	Wine
	Yayin
	What is pressed out, Grape juice

	Pottage
	Nazid
	Pottage

	Meat
	Maakal
	What is eaten, Food

	Answered
	Anah
	To answer

	Unclean
	Tame
	Unclean, Defiled

	Body
	Nephesh
	Soul, Breathing creature

	People
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Three months had passed since the recommencement of building the Temple, and it would seem from this passage that during this time the renewed faith of the people had been established.  They had had need to experience the importance of commitment and sanctification; therefore God had withheld his blessings to test their perseverance.   In the questions and answers of this passage we see in the exposition of the Law by the priests and in its application by Haggai, the devastating effect of humanist rationale; a truth that these people were now ready to hear.

1.“If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and he touch any thing with his skirt, is that thing made holy?” The answer was a definite, No!  The sanctity from the sacrificial offering was immediate but not transferable.  (An application for today is that believers are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all (Heb. 10:10), but cannot sanctify anything of themselves.) 

2. “If one that is unclean by a dead body touch any of these, shall it be unclean?”    The answer to this was in the affirmative, showing that though holiness was not transferable, uncleanness is.  (A simple New Testament application is found in 1 Corinthians 15:33, which in the NIV reads; “Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.””  

According to James 2:10, “whosoever shall keep the whole law and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.”)  

Barnes writes: “… one defilement defiled the whole man and all which he touched.”

The two questions and their answers are then applied to this people; not my people but this people, a people that had honoured God with their lips but whose hearts had been far from him (Isaiah 29: 13).  They had built an altar and offered sacrifices thereon yet their sacrifices were unclean because they were unclean.  They had neglected the building of the Temple and all the ritual cleansing associated with it, and their lack of obedience to the rituals, showed ignorance or carelessness to spiritual truth.  

DOCTRINES

SANCTIFICATION  [See page 6 above]

WORKS – DIVINE GOOD AND HUMAN GOOD

1. Anything we can do in our own strength (human good) is unacceptable to God (Isaiah 64:6, Romans 8:8)

2. Only those things we do in the power of the Holy Spirit (divine good) are acceptable to God, since it is God Himself who produces the work in us (Ephesians 2:10)

3. When a believer produces human good he imitates an unbeliever. (Galatians 5:19-21, 1 John 2:11, 3:4)

4. When a believer produces divine good he imitates Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 5:1-2)

5. Human good is:

a) Identified as dead works (Hebrews 6:1)

b) Cannot save mankind (Titus 3:5)

c) Is condemned by God (1 Corinthians 3:11-16; Ecclesiastes 12:14)

d) Is the basis of indictment at the Last Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15)

e) Has no place in the plan of God (2 Timothy 1:9)

f) Is destroyed at the Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11-15).

6. Divine good is the basis of rewards (1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

7. God is satisfied with His own work in four general areas.

a) IN SALVATION

God approves of what God has done in the form of Jesus Christ. God the Father is propitiated by the work of God the Son on the cross. To be saved is to believe or trust on God the Son (Acts 16:31). Belief has no human merit, all the merit is in the work of Jesus Christ. God does not approve of human good. (Isa 64:6).

b) IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

God approves of the works, done under the filling of the Holy Spirit. Spirituality depends on who and what the Spirit is. The way to the filling of the Holy Spirit is confession of sins (1 John 1:9). Confession has no human merit. The Holy Spirit also provides at least one spiritual gift to each believer at salvation (1 Corinthians 12:8-11).

c) IN THE WORD OF GOD

The Word of God is inspired by the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20,21). It is the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16). The Holy Spirit makes the Word of God effective in our lives.

d) IN ETERNITY

In eternity human works are removed (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).  God provides us with a new body (1 Corinthians 15:51-3). God provides us with an incorruptible inheritance (1 Peter 1:3-5).  God provides everything for our eternal future (1Thessalonians 4:17-18).  God approves of His provision.

SIN  [See page 9 above]

HAGGAI 2:15-17 

15  And now, I pray you, consider from this day and upward, from before a stone was laid upon a stone in the temple of the LORD: 16  Since those days were, when one came to an heap of twenty measures, there were but ten: when one came to the pressfat for to draw out fifty vessels out of the press, there were but twenty. 17  I smote you with blasting and with mildew and with hail in all the  labours of your hands; yet ye turned not to me, saith the LORD.

KEY WORDS
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

‘Remember the years of poverty and hardship,’ the LORD tells them; ‘the production from your labour was cut by fifty percent, giving barely enough for your needs, but those years were designed to force your attention onto me, and in obedience to my commands look to me to fill your lives with abundance, yet you would not change your self-sufficient attitude.’  

There is so much here for application to the spiritual life of every generation, and our generation is no exception.  When believers become so occupied with their material needs that they don’t have time for spiritual things, they become vulnerable to their wants, i.e. the lusts of the flesh, the lusts of the eyes and the pride of life.  If they do not heed God’s warnings, which in the case of these Israelites, entailed the loss of material blessing, then discipline is increased until there is no peace left to them.  Life becomes a drudge.  

If God seems far away it is a sure sign that you have moved, and such loss of assurance regarding God’s care is an effective way of self-analysis and gauging ones spiritual state.  Such apprehension should cause a believer to turn back to God, and in our day we do that through the study and application of his word, the Bible.  These Jews did not have a Bible at home and they relied on the prophets and priests to deliver God’s word and to give its interpretation.  Haggai spoke the word; the priests gave the interpretation with Haggai then giving the application.

HAGGAI 2:18-19 

18  Consider now from this day and upward, from the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, even from the day that the foundation of the LORD's temple was laid, consider it. 19  Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive tree, hath not brought forth: from this day will I bless you.

KEY WORDS
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

It had been months since the building had been recommenced and things had not seemed to improve; yet because of their awakened and continuing obedience, even under the testing of the LORD’S silence, God promises to bless them from this point on.  

God’s testing is sometimes hard to bear, yet afterwards “…it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.” Hebrews 12:11b

Both discipline and testing will always be associated with suffering, either mental, physical or both, yet this pain is designed for our good.  The pain from discipline is designed to turn us from our sin, and the pain of testing, to place our reliance more squarely upon the Lord.  

He has promised that he will never leave us nor forsake us (even in seemingly hopeless situations); that he will never lay on us more than we are capable of bearing (even when our hearts are breaking), and if we believe him, afterward, when we have seen the fulfilment of those very promises and realize the faithfulness of our God, “the peaceable fruit of righteousness” will be ours.  

 The ‘peaceable fruit of righteousness’ is freedom from ‘enslavement’, enslavement to our lusts, to the traditions of this world and to the Devil’s insinuating influence.  

DOCTRINE

SUFFERING

1. Ultimately, all suffering is a result of the sin of Adam.

2. God is sovereign and allows even undeserved suffering to come upon the world for a reason (Romans 8:28)

a) To bring people to a point of helplessness where they call out to Him

b) To test and develop faith, so bringing glory to Himself

3. There will be no suffering for believers in eternity.  (Revelation 21:4)

4. Unbelievers will suffer forever in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:12-15)

5. Suffering can be caused by

a) Discipline for your own sins

b) The effect of the sins of others on you - gossip, war, crime

c) Self-induced suffering as a result of your own actions - eg sickness from smoking, poverty from poor stewardship

d) The sovereign will of God - health, weather

6. Premise of Suffering

a) All suffering is designed for blessing in the Christian walk. (1 Peter 1:7, 8, 4:14)

b) Even discipline is designed to restore fellowship. (Hebrews 12:6)

c) Suffering follows the principle of grace. (Romans 8:28, 1 Thessalonians 5:18)

7. Purpose of Christian Suffering

a) To receive discipline for carnality or backsliding. (Psalm 38)

b) To glorify God. (Job 1:8-12, Luke 15:20, 21)

c) To illustrate doctrine (Book of Hosea)

d) To learn obedience (Philippians 2:8, Hebrews 5:8)

e) To keep down pride (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

f) To develop faith (1 Peter 1:7, 8)

g) To witness for Christ (2 Corinthians 13:4)

h) To demonstrate the power of God. (2 Corinthians 11:24-33, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

i) To manifest the fruit of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 4:8-11)

j) To help others who suffer. (2 Corinthians 1:3-5)

k) From indirect action - because other believers get out of fellowship. (Romans 14, 1 Corinthians 12:12, 13, 26, 1 Samuel 21, 1 Chronicles 21)

A REITERATION OF HAGGAI 2:6-7: - HAGGAI 2:20-22 

20  And again the word of the LORD came unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day of the month, saying, 21  Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I will shake the heavens and the earth; 22  And I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the  strength of the kingdoms of the heathen; and I will overthrow the chariots, and those that ride in them; and the horses and their riders shall come down, every one by the sword of his brother.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Haggai ends his prophecy by a return to the coming judgment of all the nations.  I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen is a pronouncement of universal proportions.  It includes not only the destruction of the Persian Empire but also of the Grecian and Roman empires to come (the throne of kingdoms), and on to the final judgment (I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen), described in Isaiah 13:9-11 and in Revelation chapters 6-19. 

The strength of the ‘kingdoms of the heathen’ lies in their armies, depicted here by the most powerful of the ancient weaponry, horses and chariots.  The destruction and overthrow of these future kingdoms will be “by the sword of his brother”.  Mistrust, treachery, panic will all come into play and the armies of the world will destroy each other in an uncontrolled melee.  

The Jews of the day may have believed this would happen in their lifetime, but there was no cataclysmic world shaking phenomena recorded in those days and any political upheaval had little impact on the Persian Empire’s control of this area of the world.   This Empire ruled for another two hundred years until Greece, under Alexander the Great, swept in from the west (Dan. 8:5) in BC 334.  After the death of Alexander, his kingdom was divided and eventually overrun by a fourth kingdom (Dan. 2:40), which history has revealed to be the Roman Empire.  

The inter testament period was a time of political turmoil yet can still be classed as God’s overthrowing of kingdoms but not the destruction of the ‘strength of the kingdoms of the heathen’ which is yet to occur.  The heathen (the gentile nations) have, from that time to the present day, controlled the world and dominated Israel.  The times of the Gentiles have not yet been fulfilled.   

HAGGAI 2:23 

23  In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the LORD, and will make thee as a signet: for I have chosen thee, saith the LORD of hosts.
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

In that day Zerubbabel will have been be dead for at least two and a half millennia, therefore this use of his name and person is as the representative of Messiah/Christ the son of David according to the flesh, and the one who is to be God’s signet.  

A signet is a seal, “usually a ring with a seal carefully crafted upon it, which an important or rich person used to authenticate a document. It was used much like a signature on a document today. The ring of kings would carry the highest authority in a land and empowered subordinates to act for the king. 

Examples of such rings in the Bible are: Pharaoh’s ring given to Joseph (Genesis 41:42), Ahasuerus’ ring given to Haman and then to Mordecai after Haman was hanged (Esther 3:10, 12; 8:2), King Darius’ sealing the den of lions after Daniel was thrown into it (Daniel 6:17).”  Refer to Holman Bible Dictionary.  

Christ who is to rule this earth will do so as God’s designated authority, John 5:22, 3:35, 17:2; Romans 2:16; 2Thessalonians 1:7-8.

Zerubbabel is used here in similar fashion to Ezekiel’s use of David.  Ezekiel 34:23-24, “And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd.  And I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David a prince among them…” Jeremiah 30:9 also says, “They shall serve the Lord their God and David their king, whom I will raise up unto them”; and Hosea 3:5. “…after many days shall the children of Israel return and seek the Lord their God, and David their king…”

Barnes concludes that Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Hosea’s use of David is as the representation of: “the great descendant of David, in whom the promises centred; so in his degree, the promise to Zerubbabel reaches on through his descendants to Christ; that, amid all the overthrow of empires, God would protect his son’s sons until Christ should come, the King of kings and Lord of lords, whose “kingdom shall never be destroyed, but it shall break in pieces and consume all those kingdoms, and shall stand fast forever” Daniel 2:44.  This verse from Daniel speaks of that time when God will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen (Haggai 2:22), the finalising of the ‘Times of the Gentiles’.”

And so, with the words, I will take thee … I have chosen thee, the LORD, through Haggai, ends his rebuke and exhortation with encouragement: Zerubbabel, as the representative for the people and a true representative of Messiah/Christ, is chosen for salvation and future glory. 

DOCTRINES 

CHRIST:  THE KING

JESUS THE KING

1. At the second advent Jesus Christ will come as King, as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. (1 Timothy 6:15)

a) His Kingdom - On earth (Jeremiah 23:5, Revelation 19:11-16). His kingdom is called the kingdom of heaven, because of its heavenly character, but it is clearly on earth.

b) His Capital - Jerusalem (Psalm 2:6)

c) Its Extent - The whole world. (Psalm 72:6-11, Isaiah 2:2-3, Daniel 7:13-14, Zechariah 8:20-23)

d) When - He will regather believing Israel after the Great Tribulation and will reign on earth for 1,000 years. (Revelation 19:11-16, Zechariah 14:1-4,9. Revelation 20:4-6)

2. Characteristics of the Kingdom:

a) Universal Peace (Isaiah 2:4, Micah 4:2-3)

b) Universal Prosperity (Micah 4:4-7)

c) Righteous and Just rule (Psalm 72:2-7, Isaiah 11:9)

d) Worldwide in extent (Psalm 72:6-8)

e) Glorious (Psalm 72:17-19)

f) Everlasting (Daniel 7:13-14, Luke 1:32-33, Revelation 11:15)

g) Uplifting of the under privileged (Psalm 72:2-4,12-14)

3. Christ's rule on earth will terminate with the Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15). He delivers the kingdom to the Father, (1 Corinthians 15:24) thus commencing the eternal rule of Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:28)

CHRIST:  FIRST AND SECOND ADVENTS

1. Old Testament saints had difficulty in distinguishing between the two advents of Christ. (1 Peter 1:10,11)

2. Old Testament prophecy has Christ coming as a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. (Isaiah 53:7)

3. Old Testament prophecy has Christ coming as the conquering King and Lion of the tribe of Judah. (Isaiah 11:1-12)

4. Jesus commenced his ministry announcing the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. (Matthew 4:17) This connects the first and second advents.

5. Old Testament Prophecy showed that the Messiah would:-

a) be born of a virgin. (Isaiah 7:14)

b) be of the tribe of Judah. (Genesis 49:10)

c) be of the house of David. (Isaiah 11:1, Jeremiah 33:21)

d) die as a sacrifice. (Isaiah 53:1-12)

e) be crucified. (Psalm 22:1-21)

f) be resurrected from the dead. (Psalm 16:8-11)

g) return to earth at his second advent. (Zechariah 8:3)

h) be seated at the right hand of God. (Psalm 110:1)

6. It should be noted that the return of Christ for the Church (the Rapture) as given in (1 Thessalonians 4:14-18) was not revealed in the Old Testament - it is a mystery doctrine of the Church (Colossians 3:4-6)

7. The day of the Second Advent is characterised by supernatural darkness

a) When Christ returns every eye shall see him (Matthew 24:29-30) Christ is the light of the world and he will return to a world covered in darkness (symbolic of sin).

b) The darkness is similar to the darkness of the day of our Lord's crucifixion which hid the Lord Jesus Christ from man's sight whilst he was bearing our sins. (Mark 15:33)

c) The Second Advent delivers the Jewish believers besieged in Jerusalem by the King of the North. (Daniel 11, Zechariah 12:1-3, 14:1-4)

d) Other passages indicating that the day of the Second Advent is a day of total darkness on the earth. (Isaiah 13:9-10, Ezekiel 32:7-8, Joel 2:10-11, Joel 3:14-15, Amos 5:18, Zechariah 14:6, Matthew 24:29-30, Luke 21:25-27, Revelation 6:12-17)

8. Heralds of the Two Advents of Christ

A herald is a person who preceded' a King in ancient times to announce his arrival. The King that we study is the Lord Jesus Christ.

a) First Advent

i) Human herald - John the Baptist (Matthew 3)

ii) Angelic heralds - Angels (Luke 2:1-15)

b) Second Advent

i) Human heralds - Moses, Elijah (Revelation 11)

ii) Angelic herald - The mighty angel (Revelation 10)
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