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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).

© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 2004 - PO Box 163 Armadale Western Australia 6992
Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au and www.newstartbibleministries.org.au for weekly messages.

For further information contact Dr Peter Moses at PO Box 163 Armadale WA 6992 or email Brian Huggett brianhuggett@bigpond.com.au
We encourage you to freely copy and distribute these materials to your Pastor and friends. You only, need written permission from EBCWA if you intend using the materials in publications for resale. We encourage wide distribution freely!

THE BOOK OF HABAKKUK

INTRODUCTION

AUTHOR

Habakkuk is specifically identified as a prophet. His name is derived from a word meaning ‘embrace’ which certainly fits the tone of his love for God and for his fellow countrymen.

Nothing is known from the text as to his family or when he prophesied. The only guide is from the overall content of the book. Habakkuk is presumably an inhabitant of Judah and possibly lived in Jerusalem.

BACKGROUND

Scholars differ as to what period the prophecy relates to. We take the view that it applies to the end of the seventh century B.C. about the time that Jehoiakim reigned in Jerusalem and after the death of King Josiah. By this time the Chaldean Empire was the dominant world power. Nineveh, the Assyrian capital had fallen in 612 B.C.

The nation under threat of judgment is Judah due to its degeneracy. The reforms of King Josiah had not halted the moral slide. The prophet Jeremiah also lived during this period.

The ongoing cycles of sin and judgment are never more vividly seen than in the history of God’s chosen people Israel, which later became divided into the northern and southern kingdoms.

The northern kingdom Israel had fallen to their Assyrian conquerors in 722 B.C. Judah remained with its associated tribe Benjamin.

Judgment for the southern kingdom that was to occur in 586 B.C was now only about two decades away 

Rather than confronting the people, as is the case with most of the prophets, Habakkuk has a problem with the apparent inactivity of God as injustice is rampant among the people.

Therefore he questions the Lord as to why He is allowing these violations to continue while he the prophet looks on helplessly.

His request was answered, yet in a way that would greatly astonish the hearers.

God was stirring up an evil nation to execute His judgment. The Chaldeans are described graphically as a fierce and terrible warlike nation with no regard for anyone but themselves.

They are proud and ascribe their power to their god. They are also addicted to drunkenness and we know from the book of Daniel that this contributed to their downfall.

The third chapter of Habakkuk pictures the Lord coming as a man of war with great power and glory to inflict judgment upon the ungodly.

Finally the prophet stands resolute in the midst of impending disaster, firm in his trust in Jehovah and the consequent joy that it brings.

OUTLINE

1:1 

Introduction

1:2-4 
Why is the sin of the people going unpunished?

1:5-11
God is preparing the Chaldeans for that very purpose.

1:12-2:1
How can such an evil nation be used thus?

2:2-4
The proud will be punished but faith will be rewarded.

2:5-20
Five woes:


To him who increases what is not his. 2:6


To him who covets evil gain for his house. 2:9


To him who builds a town with bloodshed. 2:12


To him who gives drink to his neighbour. 2:15


To him who says to wood, Awake! 2:19

3:1-19
Habakkuk’s prayer and vision


An appeal for mercy amid wrath. 3:1-2


The glory of the approaching God. 3:3-5


His power and its effect upon the earth. 3:6-7


The Lord’s conquests. 3:8-15


Joy in the midst of adversities. 3:16-19

KEY WORDS AND PHRASES

Violence 
chamas

1:2,3,9; 2:8,17

The condition of Judah 1:2,3

The nature of their punishment 1:9

Visited on the invaders 2:8,17

Judgment - Justice 
mishpat

1:4,7,12


Perverted through sin 1:4


Self justification 1:7


Appointed by God 1:12

Holy One
qadosh

1:12; 3:3


The prophet so addresses God 1:12


Of God coming in glory with judgment 3:3

…but the just shall live by his faith


The maxim for all believers 2:4

…no breath at all in the midst of it



An idol (spiritually empty) 2:19

Yet I will rejoice in the LORD



The essence of faith 3:18

KEY VERSES

1:5 Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvellously: for I will work a work in your days which ye will not believe, though it be told you.

A warning to the ungodly.

2:4 Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith.

The characteristic of unbeliever and believer respectively.

2:14 For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

A preview of the coming millennial reign of Messiah.

2:20 But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.

Absolute quiet reverence in the presence of a holy God.

MESSAGE OF THE BOOK

Sin cannot be ignored by a just and righteous God. Its consequences are made plain to each generation.

Habakkuk is God’s chosen vessel in his day as he receives the oracle or vision.

Though he cannot understand everything that is happening he is told to write the message on a tablet for the people to read.

Judgment on the ungodly is inevitable. God will use His chosen instrument, the Chaldeans, to punish His people.

Then the ungodly invaders will themselves be judged.

The proud signify the ungodly; while the just (justified, counted righteous) are those who live by faith.

APPLICATION

What was happening in Habakkuk’s day is a warning for any generation.

When the laws of a land are unjust and the judicial system itself is perverted there is danger that a people are sliding toward judgment.

Any nation goes the way of its laws. Israel was given its code of conduct from Mount Sinai. Those laws have never changed and are the cornerstone for any legal system.

Within a nation there are the faithful who may find themselves at odds with the status quo.

Because they trust in the living God and know what is right and pleasing to Him they do not go along with the general trend.

As we witness the trends today, with spiritual insight, we see the danger signs that point toward judgment. As to when and how, it will become clearer to the discerning as time progresses.

The sad commentary is that the slide has been gradual over many years and people will be caught unawares when judgment comes. People fail to realize how far we have strayed from God’s laws.

The judicial systems that exist in most countries today are far removed from the Sinaitic standard.

Virtually in every country there is a greater or lesser degree of political corruption thus affecting the prevalent judicial laws.

As we read “judgment doth never go forth” 1:4

But always the application for believers is “the Lord GOD is my strength” 3:19

CHAPTER ONE

1:1  The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see.

The burden - massa – can also be translated oracle or revelation. Each could apply though this is a burdensome message that the prophet sees and conveys.

In particular the burden is of Judah that is groaning under its own degeneracy. The additional burden is the enemy shortly destined to invade Judah.

The verb - chazah - see - as in a revelatory vision.

PROPHET

1. The gift of prophecy and the office of the prophet are distinguished in scripture.  In the Old Testament there were those who had the office of prophet, and served in an official capacity within the worship system of Israel but there were also those who at times were given the gift of prophecy to give a special prophecy even though they were not full time prophets. Elijah was a man with the office and the gift, where-as David had the gift at times but not the office.

2. The roles of the person with the office of prophet were many and varied: 

a) Aaron was a preacher  Exodus 7:1 

b) In Nehemiah's time the prophet-preacher had a role to exegete the Word of God clearly so that the people would know the truth  Nehemiah 6:7, Hosea 6:5, 

c) As revivalists they were to call people to repentance  Judges 6:7-12, Zechariah  7:7 -12. 

d) They were to oppose apostasy so that those who were likely to be misled by a false teacher would have no excuse  1 Kings 18:36-39, 40, 2 Chronicles 25:15  Ezekiel 2:5, 2 Kings 20:11.  

e) They were encouragers of the people. Ezra 5:2. 

f) They were sometimes song/worship leaders for the people. 1 Samuel 10:5. 

g) They led in prayer at worship.  2 Chronicles 32:20. 

h) They were the advisors to the kings and they were associated with coronations. 1 Samuel 10:1, 1 Kings 11:28, 29, 2 Kings 9:1-6, 2 Chronicles 12:5, 2 Chronicles 12:6, 15:2-7.

i) They were spiritual advisors or seers for the kings; they "saw" the immediate future and so were able to advise the kings of the right decisions. 1 Samuel 9:9, 2 Samuel 24:11, 1 Chronicles 21:9, 24:29,  2 Chronicles 19:2, 33: 18, 2 Kings 17:13,  Isaiah 29:10, 

j) They were fore-tellers of significant future events.  2 Samuel 7:5-16,  Amos  9:11, Isaiah 9:6,7, Isaiah 53, Ezekiel 34:22ff, Micah 5:2,  Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 13:8, Joel, Zechariah 14,  and many more.  

k) God intended them to be the shepherds and vine-dressers of the nation.  As such they were to be the type of Christ, who is referred to in the Old Testament as "the   great prophet". Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Zechariah 13:5-6,  Matthew 21:11 ,  Luke 7:16,  8: 18-20, 24:19, 23-26, John 7:40,41.

3. There was no "set" formula for the prophets to follow, but certain things were established as "tests" for the people to be sure the prophet was genuine.

a) The prophet had to have a spiritual life witness that was like Moses. Deuteronomy  34:10 -12. 

b) God spoke to the prophets by dreams and visions.  God spoke to Moses face to face but he was an exception. Numbers 12:6-7. 

c) The prophet had to be totally confident of his message, as he was judged by God if there was any falsehood in it. 1 Kings 22:13, 14, 2 Kings 5:8. 

d) There were to be no secret prophecies, everything was to be open and clear, so that all the people might be warned of God.  Jeremiah 23:25-29. 

e) The prophet had to be specific in his message and had to be obeyed literally. 2 Kin 5:10-19, note especially verse 13.

4. There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day. Jeremiah 2:8,  Ezekiel 13:1-23. Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about.  Matthew 7:15-  23. NOTE THE LORD'S WORDS here in that the personal walk of the prophet is to be paid attention to. No spiritual fruit in their life = no truth in their words. God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgment upon them, so that believers are always presented with an obedience test, to see whether we will obey the scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgment. False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching.  Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil. Hosea 4:5, 6,  9:7, 8.

5. Tests that believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy. 

a) The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God.  Jeremiah 23:33-36, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 1 Corinthians 14:32. 

b) The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God. Deuteronomy 13:1- 5. 

c) The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested. Deuteronomy 18:20-22,  Jeremiah 28:9.

d) Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false.  Jeremiah 8:10. 

e) Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false. Micah 2:11. 

f) Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife,.....etc in their life , they were false!   Jeremiah 23:11. 

g) God's prophets were generally men alone, not in groups. 1 Kings 22:5-8,  18:22. 

h) Does the prophecy accord with scripture? 1 Corinthians 14:37, 38,  2 Kings 23:2. 

1:2  O LORD, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not save!

With the inner vision of the Spirit of God, the prophet bewails the state of his people.

He addresses the LORD with questioning, appealing to His very nature; a just and righteous God.

The first violation of God’s word recorded of man was when Adam’s wife misrepresented God’s command by adding something. 

This violation is among the last of the warnings given at the end of Scripture - Revelation 22:18

God had not said that they should not touch the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden. Cf. Genesis 3:3 with 2:16-17.

The first recorded physical act of violence was when Cain slew his brother. Genesis 4:8

The first occurrence of the word “violence” is in Genesis 6:11 where it states that “the earth was filled with violence.”

Therefore, violence was at first a mental violation expressed verbally. This opened the way for deception and the fall of man. In the next generation it translated into overt criminal action. Ultimately it became universal thus precipitating the Flood.

In each of these three instances we see the influence of Satanic forces.

The serpent approached the woman and successfully deceived her. The serpent is identified as Satan or the devil in Revelation 12:9

Cain is described as being “of that wicked one” 1 John 3:12

In Genesis 6 the earth was filled with violence mainly because of “the angels which kept not their first estate” Jude 6.  

This last reference we take to be fallen angels (demons) who cohabited with the daughters of men thus corrupting the human race. Eventually only Noah and his family were saved.

In the book of Habakkuk the prophet has witnessed his nation descending into a degenerate state. It is due either to ignorance or rejection of God’s word. Both of these open the way for evil forces to infiltrate a people or nation.

As we see from this book and from other records such as Jeremiah, 2 Kings, 2 Chronicles, etc. the nation of Judah descended ultimately into idolatry thus bringing judgment upon itself.

1:3  Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause me to behold grievance? for spoiling and violence are before me: and there are that raise up strife and contention.

Cf. Ecclesiastes 5:8  If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the matter: for he that is higher than the highest regardeth; and there be higher than they. 

For the highest authority on earth there is one higher in heaven that sees and judges righteously.

After questioning the long duration of his cries concerning evil the prophet further enquires as to what appears to be a paradox.

In the past God had dealt with iniquity in His newly formed nation. As He pronounced by the lips of Balaam “He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel” Numbers 23:21

1:4  Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth compass about the righteous; therefore wrong judgment proceedeth.

The law is rendered ineffective. The law makers have departed from the principles of God’s word therefore the law itself is perverted.

When judicial systems are unjust crime increases. If this process goes on unhindered then eventually the righteous find themselves hemmed in.

“therefore wrong judgment proceedeth” - Cf. Isaiah 5:20  “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! “

1:5  Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvellously: for I will work a work in your days which ye will not believe, though it be told you.

The Lord replies to the prophet’s questions.

Cf. Deuteronomy 32:21, They have moved me to jealousy by that which is not God; they have provoked me to anger with their vanities: and I will move them to jealousy with those which are not a people; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.

We reap according as we have sown. The Lord in His wisdom tailors or fits the punishment or judgment in line with the offence. Especially is this most severe when civil justice itself is found favouring the offender and neglecting the victim.

With regard to our personal sins we don’t get what we deserve. Psalm 103:10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.

Although God in mercy may withhold judgment, yet persistent sin and crime He cannot overlook.

Cf. Acts 13:41 Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you.

This the apostle Paul quoted from Habakkuk 1:5 in the synagogue of Antioch in Pisidia. It concluded his message to the Jews and proselytes as he outlined a brief history of Israel from the time of their captivity in Egypt.

God was working a work in their days centred upon the resurrection of a Saviour, Jesus. He was warning those who were despising this wonderful work; a warning for anyone: they will perish.

1:6  For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth of the land, to possess the dwelling places that are not theirs.

The picture is of an overwhelming force.

God controls history which includes the forces of evil. We have examples from the Old Testament which illustrate this principle as in the case of Job. Satan was not permitted to kill Job.

So when God “raises up” a nation He is simply choosing it as an instrument for His justice. God at times removes His restraining influence on sin and evil for just causes.

God also restrains evil both universally and individually. It is the God-ordained responsibility of human governments to maintain law and order.

The second principle is illustrated when Abimelech took Sarah, Abraham’s wife into his harem.

When Abimelech protested his innocence (Genesis 20:4-5) God said to him in a dream, “Yea, I know thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart; for I also withheld thee from sinning against me: therefore suffered I thee not to touch her.” Genesis 20:6

Sometimes gross sin is averted by the actions of a godly person as when Abigail made a plea to King David when he was about to massacre some men in revenge for a snub. (1 Samuel 25)

What was soon to befall the southern kingdom of Judah had previously been predicted against the northern kingdom of Israel; and was now a fact of history.

Isaiah 10:5 -6 “O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation.  6  I will send him against a hypocritical nation (Israel), and against the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets.” 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR - PRIDE

1. SCRIPTURE - 2 Kings 24,25; Jeremiah 22:21-39,43-52; 2 Chronicles 36; Daniel 1-4; Ezra.

2. BIOGRAPHY - Nebuchadnezzar was the eldest son of Nabopolassar, the founder of the Chaldean Empire. He married Nitocris whose son-in-law Nabonidus and grandson Belshazzar were the last co-rulers of the empire. Nebuchadnezzar, as the crown prince, led the Babylonian forces that defeated the Egyptians at Carchemish in 605 BC. At this time he brought Daniel and others of the Judean nobility as hostages back to Babylon. On the death of his father he ascended the throne on September 6, 605 BC. Jehoiakim of Judah submitted to him (2 Kings 24:1). He captured Jerusalem on March 16, 597 BC, taking Jehoiakim captive and replacing him with Zedekiah (2 Kings 24:11-20). Zedekiah eventually revolted and he was taken into captivity with the remnant of Judea in 586 BC. Nebuchadnezzar had much contact with Daniel. The Jewish captive with God's help interpreted the visions of the arrogant man in Daniel 2 and of the Tree in Daniel 4. Late in life he suffered from zoantrophy and was in the fields for seven years. He rebelled against God's plan of history by erecting a huge statue of gold on the plain of Dura. Because they would not worship the idol, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were cast into the furnace (Daniel 3). There is some evidence that late in life Nebuchadnezzar became a believer (Daniel 4:34-37). He died in 562 BC.

3. EVALUATION

Using the Daniel passages in chapters 1 - 4 we see Pride and its result. The main cause of Nebuchadnezzar's pride was his position:

a) As conqueror (Daniel 1:1,2).

b) As the taker of hostages (Daniel 1:3-6).

c) As the judge with power of life or death (Daniel 1:10, 2:5).

d) As King of Kings (Daniel 2:37).

e) As the recipient of power, strength and glory (Daniel 2:37).

f) As world ruler (Daniel 2:38).

g) As the controller of religion (Daniel 3:3-6).

h) As a great builder (Daniel 4:30).

4. However, he failed to see that his position was not of his own making but of God, and that God can demote as well as promote:

a) God caused Jehoiakim to fall (Daniel 1:1,2).

b) God gave Nebuchadnezzar his position (Daniel 2:37,38).

c) God gave Nebuchadnezzar the dream of his fall (Daniel 4:13-18).

d) God provided an interpreter (Daniel 4:19-27).

e) He ignored God's direction (Daniel 4:30).

f) God brought Nebuchadnezzar to act as an animal and demoted him (Daniel 4:31-33).

g) Nebuchadnezzar believed and recognised God (Daniel 4:34-37).

5. PRINCIPLES

a) Pride is the worst of all sins (Proverbs 6:16,17).

b) Leaders of men often suffer from pride (2 Chronicles 32:25,26; 1 Timothy 3:6).

c) Pride leads to abuse of power (Isaiah 3:13-16).

d) God controls the destiny of man (Job 1:21).

e) Those who oppress believers will be disciplined by God (1 Kings 21:19).

f) God controls the individual and will not allow continual abuse of power (Amos 4:1-3).

g) Great rulers can be brought down to the dust (Psalm 135:10).

h) The choice is between pride (own will) and the Scriptures (God's will) (Proverbs 8:13).

i) God will respond to the penitent soul (Psalm 51:17).

j) God will have no other gods before Him (Exodus 20:3) - the first commandment.

1:7  They are terrible and dreadful: their judgment and their dignity shall proceed of themselves.

Descriptive of this mighty army - what they are in themselves - terrible; and the effect it brings - dreadful, full of dread - to be feared.

An independent spirit characterises such people. We have the term “a self-made man”. His dignity proceeds from himself with no acknowledgment of God who gives man the ability to do anything. Every breath of air we breathe, every heartbeat is sustained by God and is not of ourselves.

The word - seeth – dignity - first appears in Genesis 4:7 where the Lord is speaking to Cain. There the margin has the alternative “have the excellence”. It appears seven times in Leviticus 13 and 14 translated “rising” or “swelling”, referring to diseases in the flesh.

With the term “their judgment and their dignity” proceeding from themselves there is the attitude of total selfishness; or swollen with pride as we might say.

In the Lord’s words in Genesis 4:7 Cain would have been accepted if he had done well. ‘Doing well’ is tantamount to doing the will of God. This is man’s greatest problem i.e. lack of obedience.

1:8  Their horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more fierce than the evening wolves: and their horsemen shall spread themselves, and their horsemen shall come from far; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat.

“Their horses are swifter than leopards” - probably referring to the panther, a swift-moving beast of prey. Their horses are light of foot.

“more fierce than the evening wolves” - At evening wolves are at their fiercest being hungry after the whole day without food; so are these attackers. They are hungry to kill, plunder and pillage.

and their horsemen shall spread themselves, and their horsemen shall come from far; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat.

Thus fulfilling the prophecy of Moses concerning Israel for disobedience and what would soon be happening to the remaining people of Judah.

Cf. Deuteronomy 28:49  “The LORD shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue thou shalt not understand; “

1:9  They shall come all for violence: their faces shall sup up as the east wind, and they shall gather the captivity as the sand.

“They shall come all for violence” - violence that was rampant in Judah will be visited with violence.

“their faces shall sup up as the east wind” - The east wind is scorching and has a blasting effect upon the landscape. So this army pictured by their faces will have a devastating effect upon the land of Judah.

“and they shall gather the captivity as the sand” - the captivity (captives) shall be caught up like sand blown with the wind; sand which is comprised of numberless grains; and therefore being compared to the number of captives.

1:10  And they shall scoff at the kings, and the princes shall be a scorn unto them: they shall deride every strong hold; for they shall heap dust, and take it.

And they shall scoff at the kings and princes shall be a scorn unto them: - Rulers will be treated as slaves; as when Nebuchadnezzar carried King Jehoiakim away bound in chains to Babylon 2 Chronicles 36:6

They shall deride every strong hold; for they shall heap dust, and take it - The strategy was to heap up mounds of earth outside a fortified city in order to lay siege to it. In the case of the siege of Tyre on the sea coast, Nebuchadnezzar used rocks. 

1:11  Then shall his mind change, and he shall pass over, and offend, imputing this his power unto his god.

Then shall his mind change – as when overcome with pride. This verse has been compared to the experience of Nebuchadnezzar who became swollen with pride. Cf. Daniel 4:28-37

he shall pass over and offend- passing all natural restraints within himself.

imputing this his power unto his god - When man turns away from the true God he looks to another deity. Then under “strong delusion” he gratifies his own lust having turned away from the truth. Cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:11-12

1:12  Art thou not from everlasting, O LORD my God, mine Holy One? we shall not die. O LORD, thou hast ordained them for judgment; and, O mighty God, thou hast established them for correction.

Cf. Deuteronomy 33:27  “The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy them.”

Art thou not from everlasting, O LORD my God, mine Holy One? - In contrast to the gods of the heathen the prophet appeals to the one eternal God.

The phrase “mighty God” is literally “Rock” (see KJV margin). - Cf. Deuteronomy 32:4  He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. 

“we shall not die” - the Rabbis think that the old reading, “Thou shalt not die” was changed at the time of Ezra. To support this we know that the Lord made promises to His covenant nation. Cf. Genesis 17:7-8, 13, 19

thou hast ordained them for judgment - They will be God’s instrument to execute judgment.

ROCK

1. Christ is the rock of salvation. (Exodus 17:1-7, 1 Corinthians 10:4)

2. Christ is the rock of judgment. (Isaiah 8:1 4, 1 Peter 2:8)

3. Christ is the rock of provision. (Isaiah 26:3, 4) Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee because be trusteth in thee. Trust ye in the Lord forever: for in the Lord JEHOVAH is the rock of ages.

4. Christ is the foundation rock. (Isaiah 28:16, Psalm 118:22)

5. Christ is the foundation rock of the Church. (Matthew 16:16, 18, 1 Corinthians 3:11, Ephesians 2:20-22)

6. Christ is the destroying rock of the Second Advent. (Daniel 2:35)

1:13  Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he?

The prophet sees an apparent contradiction. A holy God cannot look on iniquity except in judgment, yet He appears to be holding back in the present circumstances.

At the time of the Exodus, Pharaoh was given more and more light in the form of sign-miracles (ten in all) before he finally agreed to let the Lord’s people go.

It will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah on judgment day than those cities which the Lord or His disciples visited. Matthew 10:15; 11:24; Mark 6:11; Luke 10:12

We may have heard the cry, why does God allow certain things to happen. The psalmist observed this apparent incongruity.  Psalm 73:12 “Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches.” 

Yet God sees things with insight that we do not possess. Cf. 1 Samuel 16:7. He also sees the end from the beginning.

1:14  And makest men as the fishes of the sea, as the creeping things, that have no ruler over them?

Fish are defenceless - “as the creeping things” -comparing humanity with the lowest form of life whether on land or sea.

“that have no ruler over them” - fish and creeping things whether they be in shoals or foraging on their own do not have a leader.

1:15  They take up all of them with the angle, they catch them in their net, and gather them in their drag: therefore they rejoice and are glad.

They rejoice in their crimes that bring success whether in single catches with the angle or hook, or whether a volume in the dragnet.

1:16  Therefore they sacrifice unto their net, and burn incense unto their drag; because by them their portion is fat, and their meat plenteous.

“Therefore they sacrifice unto their net, and burn incense unto their drag” - thus making gods out of created things. This degeneracy is graphically described in Romans 1:21-32

When the Assyrian boasted, Isaiah 10:13, “By the strength of my hand I did it; and by my wisdom, for I am prudent;” so God replied in Isaiah 10:15,  “Shall the axe boast itself against him that heweth therewith?”

Idols are first “set up in the heart” Ezekiel 14:4 “Thus saith the Lord GOD; Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; I the LORD will answer him that cometh according to the multitude of his idols;”

“Because by them their portion is fat, and their meat plenteous” – always a trap when things seem to be going well. So was the warning given to Israel by the mouth of Moses: “Beware…lest when thou hast eaten and art full…then thine heart be lifted up…and thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of my hand hath gotten me this wealth.” Deuteronomy 8:11,12,17

1:17  Shall they therefore empty their net, and not spare continually to slay the nations?

The prophet questions whether this warring nation is to continue on its pitiless path, treating people like fish caught in a net which it continually empties, its power lust never being gratified.

CHAPTER TWO

2:1  I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved.

The prophet now takes up a vigilant stance where he waits upon the LORD; as a watchman must be aware of anything outside the city that needs to be communicated to those within.

when I am reproved - It has been suggested that the prophet may have considered himself too forward in questioning the LORD.

Another possible translation of the word - tokachath “- reproved” with its pronominal suffix is “my correction”. Thus with the prefixed preposition “when I am corrected” implying perhaps openness on the prophet’s part.

2:2  And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.

By making the vision clear in a public place there is the need to spread the message: that he may run that readeth it.

2:3  For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.

Everything that is divinely prophesied is certain.

There is an appointed time, yet future, known only to God as Daniel was told in Daniel 8:19 – “ And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be.” 

The “indignation” revealed to Daniel will end the “the times of the Gentiles” Luke 21:24, heralding a new era. It will usher in the reign of Messiah.

In Habakkuk’s vision Judah is to experience a foretaste of that indignation yet to befall the whole world.

2:4  Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith.

The Chaldean unbeliever is a soulless man blinded by pride. The same applies to all unbelievers. By contrast the just or the justified person lives by faith in the revealed Saviour.

This is a key verse that the NT writers quote in presenting the gospel.

It is in the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ that the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith. Cf. Romans 1:17

Any righteousness of man (good works) is excluded.

It is evident that no man is justified by the works of the Mosaic Law, which is God’s standard, as Paul reminded the legalistic Galatians in Galatians  3:11. Then he quoted Habakkuk 2:4 to illustrate the point.

The simple truth is that no man except the Lord Jesus Christ is able to keep the Mosaic Law.

The writer of the book of Hebrews finalizes his doctrinal section with this same verse after recounting the excellence of the new and living way in Christ; as some were turning back to the former dispensation under law that was fulfilled in Christ. Cf. Hebrews 10:38

2:5  Yea also, because he transgresseth by wine, he is a proud man, neither keepeth at home, who enlargeth his desire as hell, and is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him all people:

Wine in itself is often coupled with joy and making merry. Yet like other sources of pleasure its over use or wrongful use constitutes transgression.

he is a proud man, neither keepeth at home - The implication is restlessness as opposed to a state of abiding; the desire to go forth and destroy.

who enlargeth his desire (soul) as hell - The evil desire of hell is never satisfied. Its mouth is ever open to devour its prey. Cf. Isaiah 5:13-14 as the prophet wrote of Israel’s future demise. “13  Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge: and their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst.  14  Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth (revels), shall descend into it.” 

DRINKING ALCOHOL

1. Drinking of alcohol in moderation is acceptable scripturally.  For example: for medicinal reasons, or where customary with meals, (1 Timothy 5:23, John 2:1-11)

2. Drunkenness is always condemned as a sin and foolishness in the Bible. (Proverbs 20:1, 23:20, Isaiah 5:11-22, 28:7-8, Romans 13:13, 1 Corinthians 5:11)

3. Drinking of alcohol is to be avoided in certain positions of leadership.

a) Kings (rulers, government leaders) (Proverbs 31:4-5)

b) Pastors (1 Timothy 3:3, Titus 1:7)

c) Deacons (1 Timothy 3:8)

4. Drinking of alcohol proved disastrous for certain persons

a) Noah (Genesis 9:21)

b) Nabal (1 Samuel 25:36-37)

c) Ephraim(Isaiah 28:1)

d) Lot (Genesis 19:32-36)

5. Alcoholism forms a part of the pattern of national disaster, contributing to economic and military defeat, and the destruction of the nation (Joel 1:4-6, Isaiah 28, Jeremiah 13:12-17)

6. Adverse effects of excessive drinking of alcohol:-

a) Leads to impulsive, abusive and irresponsible behaviour.

b) Destroys brain tissue and disease.

c) Results in delirium tremens (D.T.'s) which cause confusion, anxiety, terror and delusions.

7. Believers should not drink alcohol in circumstances where it may cause others ("weaker" believers or unbelievers) to stumble, or where it will hinder ministry.

2:6  Shall not all these take up a parable against him, and a taunting proverb against him, and say, Woe to him that increaseth that which is not his! how long? and to him that ladeth himself with thick clay!

The first of five woes. 

The woe here is to the plunderer who is acquiring for himself pledges from the people; something he will have to pay back.

The children of Israel were slaves in Egypt for centuries. At the time of their deliverance they received from their captors that which was owing to them.

In judicial systems today the principle of restitution is virtually ignored.

Although the Mosaic Law was specifically given to the nation Israel, it is still the standard for all believers though not a means of salvation or spirituality.

2:7  Shall they not rise up suddenly that shall bite thee, and awake that shall vex thee, and thou shalt be for booties unto them?

Destruction may come swiftly even after much delay. What they had done to others will come back to bite them.

When Cyrus took Babylon by diverting the water channel into the city, it provided an entrance through the wall via the water tunnel. Destruction came swiftly and unexpectedly.

2:8  Because thou hast spoiled many nations, all the remnant of the people shall spoil thee; because of men's blood, and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein.

Isaiah foretells the fate of a nation that advances its cause by plundering other nations. Cf Isaiah 33:1 “ When thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled; when thou shalt make an end to deal treacherously, they shall deal treacherously with thee.”

Babylon is described as “the hammer of the whole earth” in Jeremiah 50:23 as “a golden cup in the Lord’s hand, that made all the earth drunken” Jeremiah 51:7; and as “a destroying mountain…which destroyeth the whole earth” Jeremiah 51:25

When Babylon is brought down “the whole earth is at rest and is quiet” Isaiah 14:7.

Barnes comments, So Satan had by violence and deceit subdued the whole earth, yet Christ made him a spoil to those whom he had spoiled, and the strong man was bound and his goods spoiled and himself trampled underfoot. Yet here as throughout the prophets, it is a “remnant” only which is saved. 

Cyril: “Satan too was spoiled by the remnant of the people, i. e., by those justified by Christ and sanctified in the Spirit. For the remnant of Israel was saved.”

2:9  Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house, that he may set his nest on high, that he may be delivered from the power of evil!

The second woe is pronounced.

Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house - This same covetousness led to a woe being pronounced upon Jehoiakim who reigned in Judah at this time. Jeremiah 22:13, 18-19  13 “ Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong; that useth his neighbour’s service without wages, and giveth him not for his work;  18  Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah; They shall not lament for him, saying, Ah my brother! or, Ah sister! they shall not lament for him, saying, Ah lord! or, Ah his glory!  19  He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem. 

that he may set his nest on high - The imagery is one of unassailability. The eagle’s nest high in a cliff face is also a vantage point over potential prey. Cf. Job 39:27-30  Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make her nest on high? She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the crag of the rock, and the strong place. From thence she seeketh the prey, and her eyes behold afar off. Her young ones also suck up blood: and where the slain are, there is she.

The same imagery is used of Edom: Obadiah 1:4  Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the LORD.

Barnes comments: If we, creatures of a day, had no one above us, Nebuchadnezzar’s boast had been true Daniel 4:30, “Is not this great Babylon that I have built for the house of the Kingdom by the might of my power and for the honour of my majesty?” He had built an eagle’s nest, which no human arm could reach, encircled by walls which laughed its invaders to scorn, which, at that time, no skill could scale or shatter or mine. Even as one sees in a picture the vast mounds which still remain, one can hardly imagine that they were, brick upon brick, wholly the work of man.

To be delivered from the hand (grasp) of evil – Barnes continues: - To be delivered from the hand (grasp) of evil – that it should not be able to reach him. Evil is spoken of as a living power, which would seize him, whose grasp he would defy. It was indeed a living power, since it was the will of Almighty God, whose servant and instrument Cyrus was, to chasten Babylon, when its sins were full. Such was the counsel, what the result? The evil covetousness which he worked, brought upon him the evil, from which, in that nest built by the hard toil of his captives, he thought to deliver himself.

2:10  Thou hast consulted shame to thy house by cutting off many people, and hast sinned against thy soul.

Matthew Henry comments: “Covetousness brings disquiet and uneasiness into a family; he that is greedy of gain troubles his own house; what is worse, it brings the curse of God upon all the affairs of it. There is a lawful gain, which, by the blessing of God, may be a comfort to a house; but what is got by fraud and injustice, will bring poverty and ruin upon a family. Yet that is not the worst; Thou hast sinned against thine own soul, hast endangered it. Those who wrong their neighbours, do much greater wrong to their own souls.” 
2:11  For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the timber shall answer it.

Inanimate things represent witnesses of injustice or crime as when Cain slew his brother. Cf. Gen 4:10  And the Lord said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground.

When the Pharisees protested about the acclamation being given to the Lord, He answered, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out. Luke 19:40

In Habakkuk 2:11 the building materials bear witness to the evil perpetrated by the Chaldeans.

Clarke comments: The splendid and costly buildings of Babylon have been universally celebrated. But how were these buildings erected? By the spoils of conquered nations, and the expense of the blood of multitudes; therefore the stones and the timber are represented as calling out for vengeance against this ruthless conqueror.

2:12  Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and stablisheth a city by iniquity!

The third woe.

Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and establisheth a city by iniquity! –  

Barnes comments: Nebuchadnezzar  “encircled the inner city with three walls and the outer city also with three, all of burnt brick. And having fortified the city with wondrous works, and adorned the gates like temples, he built another palace near the palace of his fathers, surpassing it in height and its great magnificence.” 

He seemed to strengthen the city, and to establish it by outward defences. But it was built through cruelty to conquered nations, and especially God’s people, and by oppression, against His holy Will. So there was an inward rottenness and decay in what seemed strong and majestic, and which imposed on the outward eye; it would not stand, but fell. Babylon, which had stood since the flood, being enlarged contrary to the eternal laws of God, fell in the reign of his son. 

Such is all empire and greatness, raised on the neglect of God’s laws, by unlawful conquests, and by the toil and sweat and hard service of the poor. Its aggrandizement and seeming strength is its fall. Daniel’s exhortation to Nebuchadnezzar Daniel 4:27, “Redeem thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by showing mercy on the poor,” implies that oppressiveness had been one of his chief sins.

The kingdom of man that sought to usurp power must eventually give way to the kingdom of God. So the Babylonian type of power continues throughout history till its final judgment.

Babylon’s inception is recorded in Genesis 10:8-10 “ And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD. And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel and Genesis 11:4 “ And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.”

Babylon’s demise is given in Revelation 18:2,21 “And (the angel) cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.  …Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all.”

It will be followed by a kingdom of righteousness. Revelation 11:15 “The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.”

2:13  Behold, is it not of the LORD of hosts that the people shall labour in the very fire, and the people shall weary themselves for very vanity?

Barnes comments: In (for) the very fire - literally, to suffice the fire? By God’s appointment, the end of all their labour is for the fire, what may suffice it to consume. This is the whole result of their labour; and so it is as if they had toiled for this; they built ceiled palaces and gorgeous buildings, only for the fire to consume them.

And the peoples shall weary themselves for very vanity - They wearied themselves, and what was their reward? What had they to suffice and fill them? “Emptiness.” This is “from the Lord of hosts,” whom all the armies of heaven obey and all creatures stand at His command against the ungodly, and in whose Hand are all the hosts of earth, and so the oppressor’s also, to turn as He wills.

Near upon the first stage of the fulfilment, Jeremiah reinforces the words with the name of Babylon; Jeremiah 51:58 “Thus saith the Lord of hosts! The broad walls of Babylon, shall be utterly destroyed, and her high gates shall be burned with fire; and the people shall labour in vain (for vanity), and the folk in (for) the fire, and they shall be weary.”
The prophet Jeremiah identifies Babylon in Jeremiah 51:58  “Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly broken, and her high gates shall be burned with fire; and the people shall labour in vain, and the folk in the fire, and they shall be weary.”

2:14  For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

For the earth shall be filled –  Clarke comments: This is a singular and important verse. It may be first applied to Babylon. God’s power and providence shall be widely displayed in the destruction of this city and empire, in the humiliation of Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel 4:37, and in the captivity and restoration of his people. See Newcome, and see Isaiah 11:9.

Secondly. It may be applied to the glorious days of the Messiah. The land of Judea should by his preaching, and that of his disciples, be filled with the knowledge of God. God’s great design fully discovered, and the scheme of salvation amply explained.

Thirdly. It may be applied to the universal spread of the Gospel over the habitable globe; when the fullness of the Gentiles should be brought in, and the Jews gathered in with that fullness. The earth cannot perish till every continent, island, and inhabitant, is illuminated with the light of the Gospel.

2:15  Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look on their nakedness!

The fourth woe.

Barnes comments: This may either be of actual insults (as in the history of Noah), in keeping certainly with the character of the later Babylonians, the last wantonness of unbridled power, making vile sport of those like himself (his neighbour), or it may be drunkenness through misery Isaiah 29:9 wherein they are bared of all their glory and brought to the lowest shame. The woe also falls on all, who in any way intoxicate others with flattering words or reigned affection, mixing poison under things pleasant, to bring them to shame.

2:16  Thou art filled with shame for glory: drink thou also, and let thy foreskin be uncovered: the cup of the LORD's right hand shall be turned unto thee, and shameful spewing shall be on thy glory.

Barnes comments: Thou art filled with shame for glory - Oppressors think to make themselves great by bringing others down, to fill themselves with riches, by spoiling others. They loved shame Hosea 4:8, because they loved that, which brought shame; they were filled with shame, in that they sated themselves with shamefulness, which was their shame within, before, in the just judgment of God, shame came on them from without Philippians 3:19. “Their glory was in their shame.” They shall be filled, yea, he says, they are already filled; they would satisfy, gorge themselves, with all their hearts’ desires; they are “filled to the full,” but with shame instead of glory which they sought, or which they already had. “From” and “for” a state of “glory,” they were filled with contempt.

Drink thou also, and let thy foreskin be uncovered - thy shame like those whom thou puttest to shame, only the greater in being uncircumcised. “The cup of the Lord’s Right Hand shall be turned (round) unto thee (or against thee).” It had gone round the circuit of the nations whom God had employed him to chasten, and now, the circle completed, it should be brought round to himself, “With what measure ye mete, it shall be measured unto you again” Matthew 7:2. So Jeremiah 25:26 says, “And the king of Shesbach shall drink after them;” and of Edom, Lamentations 4:21, “To thee also shall the cup be brought round.” Thou, a man, madest man to drink of the cup of thine anger: the cup shall be brought round to thee, but not by man; to thee it shall be given by “the Right Hand of the Lord,” which thou canst not escape; it shall be “the cup of the wine of the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God” Revelation16:19; as Asaph had said, Psalm 76:8, “There is a cup in the Lord’s hand; it is full of mixture, and He poureth out therefrom; but the dregs thereof all the ungodly of the earth shall suck them out, shall drink them.”

And shameful spewing shall be on thy glory - Jerome: “With the shame of thy spewing shalt thou bring up all thou hast swallowed down, and from the height of glory shalt thou be brought to the utmost ills.” The shame of the ungodly cometh forth from himself; the shame he put others to is doubled upon himself; and the very means which he had used to fill himself with glory and greatness, cover the glory which by nature he had, with the deeper disgrace, so that he should be a loathsome and revolting sight to all. Man veils foul deeds under fair words; God, in His word, unveils the foulness.

2:17  For the violence of Lebanon shall cover thee, and the spoil of beasts, which made them afraid, because of men's blood, and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein.

Fausset comments: the violence of Lebanon--thy "violence" against "Lebanon," that is, Jerusalem [Isaiah 37:24, Jeremiah 22:23, Ezekiel 17:3, 12] (for Lebanon's cedars were used in building the temple and houses of Jerusalem; and its beauty made it a fit type of the metropolis), shall fall on thine own head. 

cover--that is, completely overwhelm. 

the spoil of beasts, which made them afraid--MAURER explains, "the spoiling inflicted on the beasts of Lebanon (that is, on the people of Jerusalem, of which city 'Lebanon' is the type), which made them afraid (shall cover thee)." 

But it seems inappropriate to compare the elect people to "beasts." I therefore prefer explaining, "the spoiling of beasts," that is, such as is inflicted on beasts caught in a net, and "which makes them afraid (shall cover thee)." Thus the Babylonians are compared to wild beasts terrified at being caught suddenly in a net. In cruel rapacity they resembled wild beasts. The ancients read, "the spoiling of wild beasts shall make THEE afraid." Or else explain, "the spoiling of beasts (the Medes and Persians) which (inflicted by thee) made them afraid (shall in turn cover thyself--revert on thyself from them)." This accords better with the parallel clause, "the violence of Lebanon," that is, inflicted by thee on Lebanon. As thou didst hunt men as wild beasts, so shalt thou be hunted thyself as a wild beast, which thou resemblest in cruelty. 

because of men's blood--shed by thee; repeated from Habakkuk 2:8 But here the "land" and "city" are used of Judea and Jerusalem: not of the earth and cities generally, as in Habakkuk 2:8 

the violence of the land, &c.--that is, inflicted on the land by thee. 

2:18  What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten image, and a teacher of lies, that the maker of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb idols?

Clarke comments: What profiteth the graven image - This is against idolatry in general, and every species of it, as well as against those princes, priests, and people who practice it, and encourage others to do the same. 

Dumb idols? - אלילים אלמים  elilim illemim, “dumb nothings.” This is exactly agreeable to Paul, who says, in 1 Corinthians 8:4 “An idol is nothing in the world.” What signify the idols worshipped by the Chaldeans, Tyrians, and Egyptians? They have not been able to save their worshippers.

2:19  Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach! Behold, it is laid over with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in the midst of it.

The fifth woe.

Clarke comments: Woe unto him - How foolish and contemptible to worship a thing formed by the hand of man out of wood, stone, gold, or silver! The meanest brute is superior to them all; it breathes and lives, but they have no breath in them. However, they are said above to be teachers of lies; that is, they appeared to give out oracles: but these were lies; and were not given by the statue, but by the priest.

IDOLATRY

1. Idolatry is forbidden (Exodus 20:3,4,23; 23:24; Deuteronomy 4:28; 5:7; 6:14; 7:16; 8:19).

2. In the Ten Commandments, the first commandment prohibits mental idolatry, the second commandment prohibits overt idolatry.

3. Idolatry is spiritual adultery, an attack on the believer's love towards God (Jeremiah 3:8-10; Ezekiel 16:23-43; 23:24-30; Revelation 17:1-5).

4. Idolatry of mind precedes idolatry of practice. Mental idolatry occurs before overt idolatry (Judges 2:10-13; Ezekiel 14:7).

5. Idolatry occurs when the creation, rather than the Creator, is worshipped (Romans I:18-25).

6. Demons function through idols and practices of idolatry (Zechariah 10:2).

7. Idolatry is the devil's communion table (1 Corinthians 10:19-21).

8. Idolatry is related to sexual sins under the phallic cult (Ezekiel 22:3-18; 23:37-49). Consequently idolatry has a adverse effect on both soul and body (1 Corinthians 6:9).

9. Idolatry causes the national judgment of destruction and enslavement (Isaiah 2:8; 2:18-20; 21:9; 36:18-20; Jeremiah 2:27:30; 3:6-11; 7:17-20; 17:1-4; Ezekiel 6:4-6).

2:20  But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.

Clarke comments: The Lord is in his holy temple - Jehovah has his temple, the place where he is to be worshipped; but there is no image. Oracles, however, are given forth; and every word of them is truth, and is fulfilled in its season. And this temple and its worship are holy; no abomination can be practiced there, and every thing in it leads to holiness of heart and life.

Let all the earth keep silence before him - Let all be dumb. Let none of them dare to open their mouths in the presence of Jehovah. He alone is Sovereign. He alone is the arbiter of life and death. Let all hear his commands with the deepest respect, obey them with the promptest diligence, and worship him with the most profound reverence. When an Asiatic sovereign goes to the mosque on any of the eastern festivals, such as the Bairham, the deepest silence reigns among all his retinue, viziers, foreign ambassadors, etc. They all bow respectfully before him; but no word is spoken, no sound uttered. It is to this species of reverence that the prophet alludes, and with this he concludes the prophetic part of this book. What God has threatened or promised, that he will fulfil. Let every soul bow before him, and submit to his authority.

CHAPTER THREE

3:1  A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth.

Barnes comments:  A prayer of Habakkuk - The “prayer” of the prophet, in the strictest sense of the word, is contained in the words of Habakkuk 3:2. The rest is, in its form, praise and thanksgiving, chiefly for God’s past mercies in the deliverance from Egypt and the entering into the promised land. 

Upon Shigionoth - The title, “Shiggaion,” occurs only once besides in Psalm 7. It probably means a psalm with music expressive of strong emotion, “erratic” or “dithyrambic.” Habakkuk’s title, on Shigionoth (plural) then would mean upon, or (as we should say,) “set to” music of psalms of this sort  

3:2  O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy.

Clarke comments: In the midst of the years - בקרב שנים  bekereb shanim, “As the years approach.” The nearer the time, the clearer and fuller is the prediction; and the signs of the times show that the complete fulfilment is at hand. But as the judgments will be heavy, (and they are not greater than we deserve), yet, Lord, in the midst of wrath - infliction of punishment - remember mercy, and spare the souls that return unto thee with humiliation and prayer.

3:3  God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise.

God came from Teman – Bishop Lowth observes: “This is a sudden burst of poetry, in the true spirit of the ode; the concealed connection being that God, who had formerly displayed such power in delivering the Israelites from Egyptian slavery, might succour their posterity in a like wonderful manner.” Hence the prophet selects the most striking facts of that first deliverance; and to decorate and render them impressive, brings forth all the powers of his genius, in all the strength and elegance of his language. 

“What crowns the sublimity of this piece,” says Bishop Lowth, “is the singular elegance of the close; and were it not that antiquity has here and there thrown its veil of obscurity over it, there could not be conceived a more perfect and masterly poem of its kind.” 

I shall endeavour to show the facts in the deliverance from Egypt, to which the prophet refers.

Teman - This was a city, the capital of a province of Idumea, to the south of the land of Canaan. Numbers 20:21, Jeremiah 49:7

Paran - Was a city which gave its name to a province in Arabia Petraea. Genesis 21:21, Deuteronomy 33:2

Selah - This word is not well known; probably it means a pause or alteration in the music. See it in the Psalms, and its explanation there.

His glory covered the heavens - His glory when he descended on Mount Sinai, and in the pillar of fire by night.

The earth was full of his praise - All the land was astonished at the magnificence of his works in behalf of his people. Instead of praise, some translate splendour. The whole land was illuminated by his glory.

3:4  And his brightness was as the light; he had horns coming out of his hand: and there was the hiding of his power.

Barnes comments:  He had horns coming out of His Hand - Jerome Dion: “Horns are everywhere in Holy Scripture the emblem of strength.” It may be, that here “rays” are likened to horns, as the face of Moses is said, with the same image, to have “sent forth rays” after he had long been in the presence of God. So it may be a mingled image of the Glory and might; Light, which was also might. But “horns,” though they may be a symbol of “light,” are not of “lightning;” and the Hand of God is used as an emblem of His power, His protection, His bounty, His constraining force on His prophets. It is nowhere used of the side or sides. 

We have two images combined here; “horns” which in every other place in which they are used as a metaphor, is an emblem of power; and “from the hand of” which, wherever it is used of a person, means that the thing spoken of had been in his hand or power really or virtually. Both then combine in the meaning that the might came forth from the directing agency of God who wielded it.

He had horns coming out of his hand - קרנים  karnayim, rays. His hand - his power - was manifested in a particular place, by the sudden issuing out of pencils of rays, which diverged in coruscations of light, so as to illuminate the whole hemisphere. Yet “there was the hiding of his power.” His Majesty could not be seen, nor any kind of image, because of the insufferable splendour. This may either refer to the lightnings on Mount Sinai or to the brightness which occasionally proceeded from the Shekinah or glory of God between the cherubim, over the mercy-seat. If lightnings are intended, the dense cloud from which they proceeded may be meant by the “hiding of his power;” for when the lightnings burst forth, his power and energy became manifest.

3:5  Before him went the pestilence, and burning coals went forth at his feet.
Clarke comments: - Before him went the pestilence - This plague was several times inflicted on the disobedient Israelites in the wilderness; see Numbers 11:33, 14:37, 16:46; and was always the proof that the just God was then manifesting his power among them.

Burning coals went forth at his feet - Newcome translates, “And flashes of fire went forth after him.” The disobedient Israelites were consumed by a fire that went out from Jehovah; see Leviticus 10:2, Numbers 11:1, 16:35. And the burnt-offering was consumed by a fire which came out from before Jehovah, Leviticus 11:24

HAB 3:6  He stood, and measured the earth: he beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual hills did bow: his ways are everlasting.

Clarke comments: He stood, and measured the earth - ארץ  erets, the land; he divided the promised land among the twelve tribes. This is the allusion; and this the prophet had in his eye. God not only made a general assignment of the land to the Hebrews; but he even divided it into such portions as the different families required. Here were both power and condescension. When a conqueror had subdued a country, he divided it among his soldiers. Among the Romans, those among whom the conquered lands were divided were termed beneficiary; and the lands beneficia, as being held on the beneficence of the sovereign.

He beheld, and drove asunder the nations - The nations of Canaan, the Hittites, Hivites, Jebusites, etc., and all who opposed his people. Even his look dispersed them.

The everlasting mountains were scattered - Or, broken asunder. This may refer to the convulsions on Mount Sinai; and to the earth quake which announced the descent of the Most High. See Exodus 19:18. “God occupied the summit of the eternal Mount Sinai; and led his people over the eternal mountains of Arabia Petraea; and this sense is preferable to the figurative one, that his ways or doings are predetermined from everlasting.” - Newcome.

The epithets עד  ad, and עולם  olam, eternal, and everlasting, are applied to mountains and immense rocks, because no other parts of nature are less subject to decay or change, than these immense masses of earth and stone, and that almost indestructible stone, granite, out of which Sinai appears to be formed. A piece of the beautiful granite of this mountain now lies before me. This is a figurative description of the passage of the Israelites through the deserts of Arabia, over mountains, rocks, and through the trackless wilderness; over and through which God, by his power and providence, gave them a safe passage.

The following beautiful piece from the Fragments of Aeschylus will illustrate the preceding description.

Χωριζε θνητων τον Θεον, και μη δοκει

Ομοιον αυτῳ σαρκινον καθεσταναι·

Ουκ οισθα δ’ αυτον· ποτε μεν ὡς πυρ φαινεται

Απλαστον ὁρμῃ ποτε δ’ ὑδωρ, ποτε δε γνοφος.

Και θηρσιν αυτος γινεται παρεμφερης,

Ανεμῳ, νεφει τε, κᾳστραπῃ, βροντῃ, βροχῃ.

Ὑπηρετει δ’ αυτῳ θαλασσα, και πετραι,

Και πασα πηγη, χ’ ὑδατος συστηματα·

Τρεμει δ’ ορη και γαια και πελωριος

Βυθος θαλασσης, κωρεων ὑψος μεγα,

Οταν επιβλεψῃ γοργον ομμα δεσποτου.
Aeschyli Fragm.

Confound not God with man; nor madly deem

His form is mortal, and of flesh like thine.

Thou know’st him not. Sometimes like fire he glows

In wrath severe; sometimes as water flows;

In brooding darkness now his power conceals

And then in brutes that mighty power reveals.

In clouds tempestuous we the Godhead find;

He mounts the storm, and rides the winged wind;

In vivid lightnings flashes from on high;

In rattling thunders rends the lowering sky;

Fountains and rivers, seas and floods obey,

And ocean’s deep abyss yields to his sway;

The mountains tremble, and the hills sink down,

Crumbled to dust by the Almighty’s frown.

When God unfolds the terrors of his eye,

All things with horror quake, and in confusion lie.

Barnes comments: Joshua, after he had conquered the land, meted it out and divided it among the people. He who should come, should measure out the earth in its length and breadth, that earth which His glory filleth. 

And the everlasting mountains were scattered; the perpetual hills did bow - all power, great or small, gave way before Him. All which withstood was scattered asunder, all which in pride lifted itself up was brought low, although before the coming of the Saviour it had ever gone with neck erect, and none could humble its pride. There is something so marvellous about those ancient mountains. There they stood before man was on the earth; they are so solid, man so slight; they have survived so many generations of man; they will long survive us; they seem as if they would stand forever; nothing could stand before the might of God. What symbol could be more apt? To the greater pride the heavier lot is assigned; the mountains lifted on high above the earth and, as it were, looking down upon it, are scattered or dispersed, as when a stone flieth in pieces under the stroke of the hammer. The “hills” are bowed down only; and this may be the pride of man humbled under the yoke of Christ.

His ways are everlasting - “Everlasting” is set over against “everlasting.” The “everlasting” of the creature, that which had been as long as creation had been, co-existing with its whole duration, its most enduring parts, are as things past and gone; “the everlasting mountains, the hills of eternity,” have been scattered in pieces and bowed, and are no more. Over against these stands the ever present eternity of God. “His ways are everlasting,” ordered everlastingly, existing everlastingly in the Divine Mind, and, when in act among us, without change in Him. The prophet blends in these great words, things seemingly contrary, ways which imply progress, eternity which is unchangeable “God ever worketh, and ever resteth; unchangeable, yet changing all; He changeth His works, His purpose unchanged” . “For Thou art Most High, and art not changed, neither in Thee doth today come to a close; yet in Thee it doth come to a close; because all such things also are in Thee. For they had no way to pass away, unless Thou heldest them together. ‘And since Thy years fail not,’ Thy years are one Today. How many of our’s and our fathers’ years have flowed away through Thy today; and from it received the measure and the mould of such being as they had; and still others shall flow away, and so receive the mould of their degree of being. But Thou art still the Same; and all things of tomorrow, and all beyond, and all of yesterday, and all behind it, Thou wilt do in this today, Thou hast done in this today” 

To these His goings, a highway is made by the breaking down of all which exalted itself, as Isaiah had said, “The loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low and the Lord Alone shall be exalted in that day” Isaiah 2:17: and “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low” Isaiah 40:3.

Bernard states “The Everlasting ways of the Everlasting God are Mercy and Truth, by these Ways are the hills of the world and the proud demons, the princes of the darkness of this world, bowed down, who knew not the way of mercy and truth nor remembered its paths. What hath he to do with truth, who is a liar and the father of it, and of whom it is written, ‘he abode not in the Truth?’ 

But how far he is from Mercy, our misery witnesseth, inflicted on us by him. When was he ever merciful, ‘who was a murderer from the beginning?’ So then those swelling hills were bowed down from the Everlasting Ways, when through their own crookedness they sunk away from the straight ways of the Lord, and became not so much ways as precipices. How much more prudently and wisely are other hills bowed down and humbled by these ways to salvation! For they were not bowed from them, as parting from their straightness, but the Everlasting Ways themselves bowed down. 

May we not now see the hills of the world bowed down, when those who are high and mighty with devoted submission bow themselves before the Lord. and worship at His Feet? Are they not bowed down, when from their own destructive loftiness of vanity and cruelty, they are turned to the humble way of mercy and truth?”

3:7  I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction: and the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble.

Clarke comments: I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction - Cush is Arabia. The Arabians dwelt in tents, hence they were called Scenitae. When the Lord appeared on Mount Sinai, the Arabs of the Red Sea abandoned their tents, being terror-struck; and the Midianites also were seized with fear. See the desolation wrought among this people by Phinehas, Numbers 31:1 etc., on account of their having enticed the Israelites to idolatry, Numbers 25:1 etc. Either Cush and Midian lay contiguous to each other; or, these names are poetically used to express the same place.

3:8  Was the LORD displeased against the rivers? was thine anger against the rivers? was thy wrath against the sea, that thou didst ride upon thine horses and thy chariots of salvation?

Barnes comments: Was the Lord displeased against the rivers? - The prophet asks the question thrice, as to the two miracles of the dividing of the Red Sea and the Jordan River, thereby the more earnestly declaring, that God meant somewhat by these acts and beyond them. He asks, as Daniel in Daniel 7:16 and Zechariah asked, what was the truth of the things which they saw. God’s defilings with His former people were as much ensamples of what should be with us 1 Corinthians 10:11 as the visions shown to the prophets. Hereafter too, there shall be Luke 21:25: Revelation 8:6 “signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring;” there shall be deepening plagues upon the sea and the rivers and fountains of waters; and every living soul in the sea shall die Revelation 16:3. But God’s purpose therein aforetime was not as to the sea or the rivers, but for the salvation of His elect; so shall it be to the end. 

Cyril: “The object of the prophet, is to show that the second dispensation is better and more glorious, and of incomparably better things than the old. For of old He led Israel forth, through the bodily service of Moses, changing into blood the rivers of Egypt, and doing signs and wonders; then dividing the Red Sea, and carrying over the redeemed, and choking in the waters the most warlike of the Egyptians. But when the only-begotten Word of God became Man, He withdrew the whole human race under heaven from the tyranny of Satan, not changing rivers into blood, nor pouring forth His anger upon waters, nor dividing waves of the sea, nor bringing destruction upon people, but rather destroying the murderous Serpent himself, and taking away the sin which had been invented by him and for him, and loosing the unconquered might of death, and calling all to the knowledge of God, through the holy apostles, who, running forth their course under the whole heaven and bearing about the name of Christ, were very rightly had in admiration.

He saith then, O Lord, most worthy to be heard are those things, of which Thou hast Thyself been the Doer, and what Thou hast done anew is far better than what Thou didst through Moses.

For Thou wilt not inflict wrath on rivers, nor show Thy might on the sea; not in these things will Thy divine and marvellous power gleam forth, but ‘Thou wilt ride upon Thy horses,’ and ‘Thy chariots are Salvation.’ What may these horses be? The blessed disciples, apostles and evangelists, they who took on them wholly the yoke of all His divine will, they, the noble, the obedient, ready for all things, whatsoever should please Him; who had Christ to sit upon them, whereof one is the blessed Paul, of whom Himself saith, Acts 9:15: ‘He is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My Name before the Gentiles.’ Of fiery speed were these Horses, encompassing the whole earth; so then the chariots of God are said to be ‘ten thousand times ten thousand’ Psalm 68:17. For countless, each in their times, and after them, became leaders of the people, and subjected the neck of the understanding to the yoke of the Saviour, and bare about His glory throughout the whole earth, and rightly divided the word of truth, and subdued the whole earth, as with the speed of horsemen.”

His chariots are salvation - Cyril: “for they ran not in vain, but to save cities and countries and nations together, Christ overthrowing the empires of devils, who, so to speak, divided among themselves the whole earth, subduing its dwellers to their own will.”

3:9  Thy bow was made quite naked, according to the oaths of the tribes, even thy word. Selah. Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers.

Barnes comments: - Thy bow was made quite naked - The word is repeated for emphasis. Literally, (In) “nakedness, it was laid naked;” the sheath being laid aside and cast away, Isaiah 22:6 

The bow represents the threat of the vengeance of Almighty God, from which it is at length discharged, if not turned aside; the longer the string is drawn, the sharper issueth the arrow. So then the more the coming of the day of judgment is delayed, the stricter is the severity of the judgment then issuing. 

So long as judgment is delayed, the bow seems laid up in its sheath. God’s judgments mostly strike suddenly. Psalm 64:7 “as with a swift arrow,” because men regard them not, coming from a bow at a distance which they see not. His more major judgments He makes bare in sight of all.

According to the oath of (to) the tribes - “the oath which He swore unto our father Abraham,” which oath He often renewed to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and again to David  This oath, the word and promise of God, was the pledge of the deliverance of His people, that they “should be saved from their enemies, and from the hand of all that hate them.” It lay, as it were, covered and hid, so long as God completed it not. 

Selah. A pause followeth, wherein to meditate on all which is contained in the word or promise of God, which is all time and eternity.

Thou didst cleave the earth with (into) rivers - Sea and river had become dry land for the passing through of God’s people; again, the rock, struck by Moses’ rod, was split, so that “rivers ran in the dry places.” Until that Rock, which was Christ, was stricken, and “out of His side came blood and water” John 19:24, the whole world was desert and barren; then it was turned into streams of water, and “now not four but twelve streams went forth from the Paradise of Scriptures” (Jerome) For from the One Fountain which is Christ, there issue many streams, even as many as convey the waters of His teaching, to water the earth.
10  The mountains saw thee, and they trembled: the overflowing of the water passed by: the deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his hands on high.

Clarke comments: - The mountains saw thee - This is the continued answer to the questions in Habakkuk 3:8. These are figures highly poetic, to show with what ease God accomplished the most arduous tasks in behalf of his people. As soon as the mountains saw him, they trembled, they were in pangs. When he appeared, the sea fled to right and left, to give him a passage. “It uttered its voice.” The separation of the waters occasioned a terrible noise. “And it lifted up its hands on high.” Its waters, being separated, stood in heaps on the right hand and left. These heaps or waves are poetically represented here as the hands of the sea.
3:11  The sun and moon stood still in their habitation: at the light of thine arrows they went, and at the shining of thy glittering spear.

Clarke comments: The sun and moon stood still - This was at the prayer of Joshua, when he fought against the Amorites. Joshua 10:11-12.

At the light of thine arrows they went - I think we should translate: - By their light, thine arrows went abroad; By their brightness, the lightning of thy spear.

Calvin very justly remarks that the arrows and spears of the Israelites are called those of God, under whose auspices the people fought: the meaning is, that by the continuation of the light of the sun and moon, then stayed in their course, the Israelites saw how to continue the battle, till their enemies were all defeated.

3:12  Thou didst march through the land in indignation, thou didst thresh the heathen in anger.

Clarke comments:

Thou didst march through the land - This refers to the conquest of Canaan. God is represented as going at the head of his people as general-in-chief; and leading them on from conquest to conquest - which was the fact.

Thou didst thresh the heathen in anger - Thou didst tread them down, as the oxen do the sheaves on the threshing-floor.

3:13  Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even for salvation with thine anointed; thou woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked, by discovering the foundation unto the neck. Selah.

Clarke comments:  Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people - Their deliverance would not have been effected but through thy interference.

For salvation with thine anointed - That is, with Joshua, whom God had anointed, or solemnly appointed to fill the place of Moses, and lead the people into the promised land. If we read, with the common text, משיחך  meshichecha, “thy anointed,” the singular number, Joshua is undoubtedly meant, who was God’s instrument to put the people in possession of Canaan: but if, with several MSS. and some copies of the Septuagint, we read משיחיך  meshicheycha, “thy anointed ones,” the Israelites must be intended. They are frequently called God’s anointed, or God’s saints. The sense is very far-fetched when applied to Jesus Christ.

Thou woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked - This alludes to the slaying of the first-born through all the land of Egypt. These were the heads of the houses or families.

By discovering the foundation unto the neck - The general meaning of this clause is sufficiently plain: the government of these lands should be utterly subverted; the very foundations of it should be razed. But what means unto the neck, עד צואר  ad tsavvar? Several critics read עד צור  ad tsar, “Unto the Rock,” that on which the house is founded: and this very intelligible reading is obtained by the omission of a single letter, א  aleph, from the word צוער, 

This conjecture has been adopted by Newcome, though unsupported either by MS. or version. But is the conjecture necessary? I think not: read the verse as it ought to be read, and all will be plain. “Thou hast wounded the head even unto the neck, in the house of the wicked, by laying bare the foundation.” The whole head, neck, and all are cut off. There was no hope left to the Egyptians, because the first-born of every family was cut off, so that the very foundation was laid bare, no first-born being left to continue the heirship of families.

3:14  Thou didst strike through with his staves the head of his villages: they came out as a whirlwind to scatter me: their rejoicing was as to devour the poor secretly.

Barnes comments:  Thou didst strike through with his staves the head of his villages - The destruction comes not upon himself only, but upon the whole multitude of his subjects; and this not by any mere act of divine might, but “with his own staves,” turning upon him the destruction which he prepared for others. 

So it often was of old. When the Midianites and Amalekites and the children of the east Judges 6:3-4 wasted Israel in the days of Gideon “the Lord set every man’s sword against his fellow, even throughout all the host” judges 7:22. When God delivered the Philistines into the hand of Jonathan 1 Samuel 14:12, 16 20 it occurred as it did with “Ammon Moab and the inhabitants of Mount Seir,” at the prayer of Jehoshaphat and his army  2 Chronicles 20:22-23. 

And so it shall be, God says, at the end, of the army of God; “every man’s sword shall be against his brother,” Ezekiel 38:21. In Isaiah 9:20 it says “every man shall eat the flesh of his own arm,” and in Zechariah 14:13 “a great tumult from the Lord shall be among them; and they shall lay every man hold on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbour.”

So Pharaoh drove Israel to the shore of the sea, in which he himself perished; Daniel’s accusers perished in the den of lions, from which Daniel was delivered unharmed; Daniel 6:24. and so Haman was hanged on the gallows which he prepared for Mordecai Esther 7:10.

It became a common saying of the Psalmists Psalms 7:5, 9:15, 10:2, 35:8, 57:6 94:23, 141:10. Psalm 7:16 says “He made a pit and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch which he made; his mischief shall return upon his own head, and his violent dealing shall come down upon his own pate:” and this sent down by God. The pagan too observed that there was “no more just law than that instigators of death by their own art should perish.” This too befell him, when he seemed to have all but gained his end. 

“They came (out) as a whirlwind to scatter me,” with whirlwind force, to drive them asunder to all the quarters of the heavens Pharaoh at the Red Sea or Sennacherib, sweep all before them. Pharaoh said Exodus 15:9. “I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; my lust shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.”

Their rejoicing - It is no longer one enemy. The malice of the members was concentrated in the head; the hatred concentrated in him was diffused in them. The readiness of instruments of evil to fulfil evil is an incentive to those who conceive it; those who seem to ride the wave are but carried on upon the crest of the surge which they first roused. They cannot check themselves or it. So the ambitious conceiver of mischief has his own guilt; the willing instruments of evil have theirs. Neither could be fully evil without the other. 

Sennacherib had been nothing without those fierce warriors who are pictured on the monuments, with individual fierceness fulfilling his will, nor the Huns without Attila, or Attila without his hordes whose tempers he embodied. Satan would be powerless but for the willing instruments whom he uses. So then Holy Scripture sometimes passes from the mention of the evil multitude to that of the one head, on earth or in hell, who impels them; or from the one evil head who has his own special responsibility in originating it, to the evil multitude, whose responsibility and guilt lies in fomenting the evil which they execute.

Their rejoicing - He does not say simply “they rejoice to,” but herein is their exceeding, exulting joy. The wise of this earth glories in his wisdom, the mighty man in his might, the rich in his riches: the truly wise, that he understandeth and knoweth God. But as for these, their exultation is concentrated in this, savagery; in this is their jubilation; this is their passion. Psalmists and pious people use the word to express their exulting joy in God: people must have an object for their empassioned souls; and these, in cruelty.

As it were to devour the poor secretly - From the general he descends again to the individual, but so as now to set forth the guilt of each individual in that stormy multitude which is, as it were, one in its evil unity, when each merges his responsibility, as it were, in that of the body, the horde or the mob, in which he acts. Their exultation, he says, is that of the individual robber trod murderer, who lies wait secretly in his ambush, to spring on the defenceless wanderer, to slay him and devour his substance. Premeditation, passion, lust of cruelty, cowardice, murderousness, habitual individual savagery and treachery, and that to the innocent and defenceless, are all concentrated in the words, “their exultation is, as it were, to devour the poor secretly,” i. e. “in their secret haunt.”

Pharaoh had triumphed over Israel. “They are entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in” Exodus 14:3. He rejoiceth in having them wholly in his power, as a lion has his prey in his lair, in secret, unknown to the Eyes of God whom he regarded not, with none to behold, none to deliver. “They gloried in oppressing the people of Israel, even as the cruel man glories in secretly rending and afflicting the needy, when without fear they do this cruelty, nor heed God beholding all as Judge. The invisible enemies too rejoice very greatly in the ruin of our souls “Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against him: for if I be cast down, they that trouble me will rejoice at it Psalm 13:4. 

3:15  Thou didst walk through the sea with thine horses, through the heap of great waters.

Clarke comments:  Thou didst walk through the sea - There was no occasion to hurry across; all was safe, for God had divided the waters: and his terrible cloud had removed from before, and stood behind them, so that it was between them and the Egyptians. 

3:16  When I heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice: rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble: when he cometh up unto the people, he will invade them with his troops.

Clarke comments: When I heard, my belly trembled - The prophet, having finished his account of the wonders done by Jehovah, in bringing their fathers from Egypt into the promised land, now returns to the desolate state of his countrymen, who are shortly to be led into captivity, and suffer the most grievous afflictions; and although he had a sure word of prophecy that they should be ultimately delivered, yet the thoughts of the evils they must previously endure filled his soul with terror and dismay; so that he wishes to be removed from earth before this tribulation should come, that his eyes might not behold the desolations of his country.

When he (Nebuchadnezzar) cometh up unto the people, (the Jews), he will invade them (overpower and carry them away captive) with his troops.
3:17  Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls:

Clarke comments:  Although the fig tree shall not blossom - תפרח  tiphrach, “shall not flourish,” shall not put forth its young figs, for the fig tree does not blossom. The young figs appear as soon as the old ones are ripe, as I have often had occasion to observe.

This verse paints the totally desolate state of the land of Judea during the captivity. In its hemistich form, it may be translated thus: - 

For the fig tree shall not flourish,

And there shall be no fruit on the vines;

The fruit of the olive shall fail,

And the fields shall supply no food:

The flocks shall be cut off from the fold,

And no herds shall be found in the stalls:

Yet in Jehovah will I exult;

I will joy in the God of my salvation.

The Vulgate has: - 

Yet I in the Lord will rejoice,

And will exult in Jesus my God.

The Targum countenances this version: - -

ואנא במימרא דיי אבוע  veana bemeimra dayai abua, “But in the Word of the Lord will I rejoice,” i.e., the personal, substantial Word of Jehovah.

These two verses give the finest display of resignation and confidence that I have ever met with. He saw that evil was at hand, and unavoidable, he submitted to the dispensation of God, whose Spirit enabled him to paint it in all its calamitous circumstances. He knew that God was merciful and gracious. He trusted to his promise, though all appearances were against its fulfilment; for he knew that the word of Jehovah could not fail, and therefore his confidence is unshaken.

No paraphrase can add any thing to this hymn, which is full of inexpressible dignity and elegance, leaving even its unparalleled piety out of the question.

3:18  Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.

Both Hannah and Mary rejoiced in the God of their salvation. 1 Samuel 2:1; Luke 1:47. There are similarities in both the occasions and in their prayers.

Habakkuk was given a vision of impending disaster. The test of our faith is its genuineness in the face of adversity.

3:19  The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. To the chief singer on my stringed instruments.

Clarke comments:  The Lord God is my strength - This is an imitation, if not a quotation, from Psalm 18:32-33.

Will make me to walk upon mine high places - This last verse is spoken in the person of the people, who seem to anticipate their restoration; and that they shall once more rejoice in the hills and mountains of Judea.

To the chief singer on my stringed instruments - This line, which is evidently a superscription, leads me to suppose that when the prophet had completed his short ode, he folded it up, with the above direction to the master singer, or leader of the choir, to be sung in the temple service. Many of the Psalms are directed in the same way. “To the master singer;” or, “chief musician;” to be sung, according to their nature, on different kinds of instruments, or with particular airs or tunes.

Neginoth, נגינות which we translate stringed instruments, means such as were struck with a plectrum, or excited by some kind of friction or pulsation; as violins and cymbals or tambourines are. I do not think that the line makes any part of the prophecy, but merely the superscription or direction of the work when it was finished. The ending will appear much more dignified, this line being separated from it.

 Matthew Henry comments on verses 16-19  - When we see a day of trouble approach, it concerns us to prepare. A good hope through grace is founded in holy fear. The prophet looked back upon the experiences of the church in former ages, and observed what great things God had done for them, and so was not only recovered, but filled with holy joy. 

He resolved to delight and triumph in the Lord; for when all is gone, his God is not gone. Destroy the vines and the fig-trees, and you make all the mirth of a carnal heart to cease. But those who, when full, enjoyed God in all, when emptied and poor, can enjoy all in God. They can sit down upon the heap of the ruins of their creature-comforts, and even then praise the Lord, as the God of their salvation, the salvation of the soul, and rejoice in him as such, in their greatest distresses. 

Joy in the Lord is especially seasonable when we meet with losses and crosses in the world. Even when provisions are cut off, to make it appear that man lives not by bread alone, we may be supplied by the graces and comforts of God's Spirit. Then we shall be strong for spiritual warfare and work, and with enlargement of heart may run the way of his commandments, and outrun our troubles. And we shall be successful in spiritual undertakings. 

Thus the prophet, who began his prayer with fear and trembling, ends it with joy and triumph. And thus faith in Christ prepares for every event. The name of Jesus, when we can speak of Him as ours, is balm for every wound, a cordial for every care. It is as ointment poured forth, shedding fragrance through the whole soul. In the hope of a heavenly crown, let us sit loose to earthly possessions and comforts, and cheerfully bear up under crosses. Yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry; and where he is, we shall be also.

CONCLUSION

In history from the time of Abraham, the nation of Israel is set forth as the vehicle for God’s plan of redemption. The book of Habakkuk represents one chapter in that plan.

Because mankind is lost in sin and death he is doomed from the moment of his physical birth apart from the intervention of God.

A descendant of Abraham through the tribe of Judah would solve mankind’s biggest problem.

The problem of how sinful creatures can be reconciled to a holy God. There is a chasm that separates the two parties.

In Israel we see a microcosm of any nation. At its formation at the Exodus from Egypt it proved itself to be rebellious and were it not for the intercession of Moses would have been destroyed and reformed from a new creation.

In Habakkuk’s day that same rebelliousness had grown to the stage where it was ripe for the final discipline of God.

Yet amid the sin and violence there is a faithful remnant like the prophet himself.

There are lessons both for a nation and for individuals.

As the Scripture states: God is not willing that any should perish. So we see His longsuffering and patience as He allows a certain time for a people to repent.

History does repeat itself. Judgment fell upon God’s people first and then upon other ungodly nations.

Habakkuk is relevant with its lessons and principles for any generation. In Habakkuk 2:4 is the timeless principle: the just shall live by faith. From Abel down to the last believer in time born of woman this principle applies.

So this prophetic book illustrates the following truths:

1. All Scripture is God-breathed and is profitable for teaching and guidance. The experience of Israel with their violation of divine laws held them accountable. Both the godly and the ungodly were finally taken captive by the Chaldeans.

2. God always has a witness in any generation although at times it becomes less discernable due to the negative volition of man.

3. There is the immediate application for Habakkuk’s day and another for the future inherent in this prophetic book as is the case with most prophecies concerning Israel. History has not yet witnessed Habakkuk 2:14 “For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.”

4. The poetic form of chapter three gives an added dimension of beauty and the final expression of praise reflects the hopes and aspirations of the godly in any generation.

5. So together with the Law and the Writings this short prophetical book will forever hold its unique place in the sacred canon and speaks today as in the days of old to any sensitive heart.
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