PAGE  
EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA


EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

[image: image1.png]4

P~
T

Z] EXLVWOKETE v aAnbaav @




A BRIEF EXPOSITION 

OF

SATAN, DEMONISM AND SPIRITISM.
by

PAULL R OOST [Dip Theo]
[BOOK 143]

AUGUST 2002

WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).

© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 2004 - PO Box 163 Armadale Western Australia 6992
Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au and www.newstartbibleministries.org.au for weekly messages.

For further information contact Dr Peter Moses at PO Box 163 Armadale WA 6992 or email Brian Huggett brianhuggett@bigpond.com.au
We encourage you to freely copy and distribute these materials to your Pastor and friends. You only, need written permission from EBCWA if you intend using the materials in publications for resale. We encourage wide distribution freely!

A BRIEF EXPOSITION OF SATAN, DEMONISM AND SPIRITISM

In this hectic turbulent and ever changing world, more than perhaps ever before people today are faced with many questions that demand factual answers.  The most important of these questions are:-

1)
Is There A God ?  Does He Really Exist ?

2)
What Is The Make-Up Of Man ?

3)
Is There Really Life After Death ?  Or, Is Death The End Of It All ?

4)
Can The Souls Of Departed Loved Ones "Come Back" And Communicate To Us Through Mediums ? (Channellers)

5)
Is Reincarnation True ?

6)
Does Satan Really Exist ?

7)
Do Demons Really Exist ?

8)
Does Extra-Terrestrial Life Exist In The Universe ?

9)
Is There Really A Place Called "Heaven" and "Hell" As Defined By The Bible ?

10)
Was Jesus Christ Really The Son Of God ?

Over the next few weeks I believe that these questions will be answered and some people will be challenged to reassess some of their previously-held opinions and ideas regarding these vital subjects.

Before we can ever begin to know anything about LIFE AFTER DEATH, GOD, DEMONS, SATAN AND THE SPIRIT WORLD, it is absolutely essential that we first understand some vital factors concerning ourselves.

As living human beings, you and I are set in certain relationships to the SEEN and THE UNSEEN worlds.  Our understanding of these relationships may be clear, or murky and obscure, or even baffling, depending on the accuracy of our knowledge, and upon how we stand, act, and live in terms of total reality-meaning all that is real and has a bearing on life and being and eternity.

The knowledge of self eludes us, remaining always beyond our grasp.  The attempts of man to arrive at it purely by reason fail, as they do, because there is more to man than reason can account for.  Put BIBLICAL truth at the centre of the human equation, however, and many things about man and his situation that were elusive come into focus.

Since man lost his communion with God through sin and thereby lost a true understanding of himself and his reason for being, and since all attempts by unregenerate man to regain this understanding (WHO AM I?, AND WHERE DO I COME FROM?, WHY AM I HERE?, AND WHERE AM I GOING?) have so obviously failed, is it truly possible for man to understand himself?
There is a way.  What man cannot find out, God has chosen to reveal to him.

The Bible says, "For who among men knows the thoughts of a man EXCEPT THE SPIRIT OF THE MAN WHICH IS IN HIM?  Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God"  (1st Corinthians 2:11)

I cannot know what is going on within your personality, but your human spirit within you knows.  Neither can I know "THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD" unless somehow I can enter into God's personality.  I cannot do that – but by His Spirit, God has entered into my personality.  

Through the Holy Spirit, each believer becomes a sharer of the very life of God!!
The Holy Spirit knows "THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD" and reveals them to us.  First Corinthians 2:10 makes it clear that "THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD" is another description of "THE THINGS WHICH GOD HATH PREPARED FOR THEM THAT LOVE HIM" (1 Cor. 2:9).  God wants us to know TODAY all the blessings of His grace that He has planned for us.

In the first half of this verse we are given the clear beginning of an understanding of man.  In form, the verse is a question, but actually it is a statement of essential fact.  It says that what cannot be imparted to us by our minds can be given to us by another faculty.  A man cannot truly know the things of a man by the mind alone, but he can know by "the spirit of man which is in him".

Few people would be able to explain this because the very term "spirit of man" is not understood by most.  Vague religious notions attached to such terms only impede our understanding.   With respect to the essential nature of human beings, some people confound spirit and soul and think they are the same.

It is of great importance to understand the makeup of man, the structure of his being.
GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN IMAGE; therefore man is TRIPARTITE or, more accurately, TRIUNE: SPIRIT, SOUL, AND BODY.  In closing his first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul wrote:  "Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your SPIRIT and SOUL and BODY be preserved complete without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ". 

(1st Thessalonians 5:23).

THAT IS THE SUM OF WHAT MAN IS.  Fail to understand this, and it can be guaranteed that we will fail to understand the nature of man.

Some one may ask what makes it so vital for a person to possess this understanding.  There are several reasons.  SATAN is always working to keep man deceived about himself, because by such common deceptions HE IS ABLE TO KEEP MILLIONS IN BONDAGE AND UNDER THE POWER OF SIN OR DEMONS.
Some people are drawn, in the vanity of their minds, to estimate man above his true station, even to magnify man against God.  Others are led to take such a diminished view of man that they refuse to believe that God would take an interest in such a lowly creature.  

EITHER EXTREME DENIES MAN A TRUE UNDERSTANDING OF HIMSELF.  EITHER EXTREME DENIES HIM AN UNDERSTANDING OF HIMSELF IN RELATIONSHIP TO GOD.
To understand how demons work to undermine human well-being, it is necessary to have some grasp of the nature of man:  THE NATURE OF MAN AS GOD INTENDED HIM TO BE AND THE NATURE OF MAN AS HE IS.

If you were to get a wrong set of instructions for a mechanism with which you were unfamiliar, your understanding of it would not correspond to the actual nature of the thing itself.  

A wrong understanding of the nature of man - even when that understanding is satisfyingly complex and apparently profound - can, when it is applied in an effort to help a man, do him little good, AND IT MAY DO HIM CONSIDERABLE HARM.
In this, the good intentions of the one attempting to help are of little account; what really counts is the accuracy of his understanding as far as it goes.

SHAKESPEARE was moved to write the exclamatory phrase, "what a piece of work is a man!"  

Man is, indeed, an incomparable piece of work, created in the image of God, and the Bible teaches very clearly that he is: - SPIRIT - SOUL - AND, BODY.

These terms are not self-explanatory, except in the case of the body, about which most of us have some basic understanding.

It is no accident that Paul mentioned these terms in the order in which he did, for that order places them in their right relationship to man's whole being.  

In regard to their mutual functions it also sets them in their right relationship to each other.  

Finally, it places them in their right relationship to the living God.  

The progression as he gives it - SPIRIT, SOUL, BODY - proceeds from the INNERMOST to the OUTERMOST parts of a human being.

For a crude illustration of man's nature, we might think of a PEACH.  The core of the peach is the KERNEL, which is surrounded by the STONE, which in turn is surrounded by the FRUIT FLESH - corresponding in this order to SPIRIT, SOUL AND BODY.

That gives you some picture of the elements of a man in their actual arrangement.  The SOUL is set within the BODY, and the SPIRIT is deeply set within the SOUL.

The SPIRIT is the very CORE of man.  It is in the spirit that man has his God-given primary capacity to commune with God, who is Spirit and who must be worshipped in spirit and in truth.  IT is the temple in which SPIRITUAL life is centred.
The SPIRIT expresses itself through the SOUL.  The SOUL, in turn, expresses itself through the physical BODY
1)
The BODY is the OUTER man

2)
The SOUL is the INNER man

3)
The SPIRIT is the INNERMOST man
When all of these are fully alive and free of sin, and functioning in their right relationships to each other, YOU HAVE A HUMAN BEING AS GOD MADE HIM TO BE!!
But unfortunately that is not what you find in today's world.  Instead, you find human beings with all kinds of impairments and distortions and imbalances, and you find men in whom the wrong part of their being exercises undue control over their whole being.

We must understand that it is through the SPIRIT that man stands related to the SPIRITUAL world.
1)
The SPIRIT is the seat of our GOD-CONSCIOUSNESS
2)
The SOUL is the seat of our SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS
3)
The BODY is the seat of our WORLD-CONSCIOUSNESS
A)
In the spirit, God dwells

B)
In the soul, self dwells

C)
In the body, the physical senses dwell

Understand these words, and you will be well on your way to an understanding of the nature of man.  By this I mean Man as he was MEANT to be!!  

SELF dwells in the SOUL and the physical senses in the BODY in every case, but GOD does NOT dwell in the spirit of an unsaved man!!  

The undeniable and chilling fact is that demons may dwell in the part of a man meant and designed for the indwelling of God, or it may remain just an empty, darkened faculty.

We tend to think - I know I did for a long time - of the soul as some extremely vague inner principle - a kind of pale ghost that you can't quite put your finger on.  That renders the expression "saving the Soul" virtually unintelligible because we don't know what it is that is being saved.

The soul is the human being within the body.  It is the "you" resident in your body.  It is the real you.  The true inner person.
Your mind, your will, your emotions, your conscience, your self awareness, and the ability to express personality are all powers and aspects of your SOUL.  (So also are your gifts and talents).

The SOUL includes the MIND and the WILL of a man – All the powers of INTELLECT and VOLITION.  In its whole makeup, the SOUL is the essential and distinctive "YOU", the true INNER person.  

At the resurrection, your saved SOUL will be reunited with a new immortal BODY:  ....."For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  For this perishable.....(mortal nature) must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality".  (1st Corinthians 15:52-53).

A man’s PERSONALITY and his EMOTIONS reside in the SOUL.  It can be accurately said that a man's personality is the expression of his SOUL, but a man's personality is expressed by his BODY.

The SOUL expresses itself through the physical BODY.  The EMOTIONS are expressed by facial expressions and physical gestures and words, and the THOUGHTS are expressed in WORDS and ACTIONS.  If the emotions of a man's soul are agitated by anger or fear, his face and body will reflect that, or if his emotions are joyful, his countenance will reflect that.

The human SOUL is the SEAT of the EMOTIONS.  The EMOTIONS are felt and experienced in the SOUL, but they are expressed, insofar as they are OUTWARDLY expressed, by the BODY.

So the term "Saving the Soul" refers to the saving of the essential YOU - MIND, WILL, PERSONALITY, CHARACTER – as distinguished from your PHYSICAL BODY.

Genesis 2:7 shows that man had a body, which God formed out of the dust, BEFORE man had LIFE.  It was when God "breathed into his nostrils the breath of life" that "MAN BECAME A LIVING SOUL".

"A LIVING SOUL" IS THE ESSENTIAL MAN.  It has been helpfully said that "Man IS a soul, and he has a BODY".

The MOUTH, The LARYNX, The TONGUE, The LIPS speak – but do the lips REALLY speak?  NO!!  It is the man IN the body who is speaking, and his SOUL is employing his BODILY EQUIPMENT through which to speak.  You can use your lips by an act of will to form any words you wish.  When your lips speak, it is not your body primarily that is talking, it is YOU, the real YOU, The INNER man, The SOUL.

The outward members of your BODY are instruments you use to carry out the intentions of your SOUL.  If, in an accident, I were to lose the use of an arm and an eye, I would after recovery not be essentially any less myself.  My soul would remain intact.  It would simply have fewer bodily mechanisms to use, by which to express itself.

Ultimately the soul will be transferred, once, from house to house !  The present body will perish (or, if Christ returns while we are yet alive, it will be changed in a moment) and the redeemed soul will dwell forever in a new spiritual body subject to no pain or deterioration - a body similar in form to the mortal body, yet different, new and perfect.

"For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself".  (Philippians 3:20-21).

PAUL mentions particularly that the believer will receive a glorified body, like the body of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Today, we live in a body of humiliation; but when we see Christ, we will receive a body or glory.  It will happen in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye. (1 Cor. 15:42-53)

Though man is TRIPARTITE in his makeup, and though each of these three parts is distinct, Man’s TRINITY is fused into a true union.
The BRAIN, for example, is the SEAT of the MIND.  The BRAIN is part of the BODY.  THE MIND is part of the SOUL.
THE MIND is certainly greater than the BRAIN.  The THOUGHTS that come to us come to our MINDS.  They are received, stored, or despatched by the brain as instructions to our members. The BRAIN is the COMMAND CENTRE of the MIND for the BODY.  The BRAIN relates the MIND to the BODY.

Even a dictionary definition helps show this:

The Random House Dictionary defines the word "MIND" as "the element, part, substance, or process that reasons, thinks, feels, wills, perceives, judges, etc."

Of the word "BRAIN" it says:  

"The part of the central nervous system enclosed in the cranium of man and other vertebrates, consisting of a soft, convoluted mass of grey and white matter and serving to control and coordinate the mental and physical actions".

Alternatively, it speaks of the "brain as the centre of thought, understanding, etc.; mind, intellect".

THE WILL OF THE HUMAN SOUL CONTROLS THE “THOUGHT PROCESSES” OF THE BRAIN.  It is able to direct the brain, to redirect it, to check it.

A thought flies into your mind, seemingly out of nowhere.  It may be an idle thought, a creative thought, an unpleasant thought, or an evil thought.  It may be about virtually anything from the label on a soup can to the nature of the universe.  When the thought comes to mind, the WILL can direct the brain to receive it, reject it, ponder it, expand on it, or it can redirect the brain to some other, more often useful avenue of thought.

It is through the body that man - man's soul - stands related to the external world.  His physical senses apprehend - see, hear, taste, touch, or smell - the realm of nature and his surroundings.  His physical powers enable a man to act upon his environment.

Then, there is the human spirit.  It is this, above all, that makes man UNIQUE.  By this part of his being, a man may be in touch with the spiritual realm.

The human spirit gives man his SPIRITUAL capacity.  It is by this that people may worship God as He desires to be worshipped "IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH".  Yet, this part of man was ruined, in terms of its primary purpose, by the fall.
In God's perfect design for man, the human spirit - indwelt and filled by the Holy Spirit and enjoying a full and free communion with the living God - was to govern all the activities and powers of the soul - intellect, will and emotions.  

In this plan, men would always act in agreement with the will of his Creator, and he would enjoy the fruits of God's creation in abundant activity and leisure, and in peace.

When man sinned, the spiritual lifeline between heaven and earth snapped.  Man was cut off from the life of God.  The communion between the Creator and his creature was gone.  The human spirit became totally dead toward God and utterly unable to perform its proper God-designed function.
MAN, meant to be the express reflection of the beauty and wisdom of God, WAS ORPHANED.  EMPTIED OF THE LIFE OF GOD, yet still possessing the capacities and energies of HIS BODY AND SOUL, man became even a menace to himself and to the earth.  THIS IS THE TRAGEDY AND LEGACY OF THE FALL !!
MAN'S SPIRIT, meant to be the dwelling place of God, became at best TOTALLY DEAD TO GOD, and at worst it became a potential abode of demons.  The intention of God was that man, walking in perfect communion and unforced agreement with Him - The human spirit and the Holy Spirit wholly at one - would jointly rule with God outward from the spirit, through the soul and body, to the whole natural environment.  Everywhere man went, then, the will of God would be done.
HEBREWS 2:5-8
Instead, we see another condition entirely.  MAN, SPIRITUALLY DEAD AND LACKING COMMUNION WITH GOD, carries on in the powers of his soul, which inevitably come under some degree of influence by demons (even in the best of men) or, at the worst, he comes under the actual control of evil spirits and spreads chaos and misery in his environment.

IT IS THE SPIRIT OF MAN, NOT THE SOUL, THAT GOD INTENDED TO GOVERN HIS LIFE!!  The soul is not capable of governing the life properly.  With the soul in charge, the centre of man's government is misplaced - FROM GOD TO SELF.

Man, created for communion and fellowship with God, was never meant to walk alone, apart from God, independent of his Creator.  Yet that is his condition.  Just as confusion besets the body politic when the lines of command are disoriented, confusion has plagued human affairs because of this dislocation.

Yet in his lost condition man, with very few exceptions, does not seek God,  IT IS GOD WHO SEEKS MAN, FOR HE HAS MADE A WAY OF RESTORATION FOR US.  HE HAS MADE A WAY BACK TO HIMSELF.

There is scarcely a culture, tribe, or society to be found in this world which does not have some concept or fear of an invisible evil power.  This has been attested to by Christian missionaries and secular anthropologists alike.

Witch doctors, shrunken heads, voodoo dolls, and totem poles all give dramatic evidence of this universal fear.  One may well ask where this fear came from and toward whom is it directed ?  

Let us now consider:-

God had made it known that there are two (2) types of demons; one consisting of those who have some freedom to carry out Satan’s plans, - and the other who are confined.  

Of those demons that are confined, some are temporarily so, while others are permanently confined in a place called Tartarus.
1)
UNCHAINED LOOSE AND ACTIVE DEMONS 


(Lk. 4:34; Mt. 8:29; Lk. 8:27-31).

2)
CHAINED AND PERMANENTLY CONFINED IN TARTARUS DEMONS 


(Jude 1:6, 7; 2 Pet. 2:4; 1 Pet. 3:18-20).  

Please note that TARTARUS is neither the SHEOL of the Old Testament, nor the HADES of the New Testament, nor GEHENNA or HELL.  It is a separate place where certain fallen angels are confined unto judgement because of their special sin. We will discuss HELL and HADES a little later on.

John Phillip writes about the horrible reality of these demons.  

"Modern man professes not to believe in demons, but they exist just the same.  Moreover, they are clever with a diabolical cunning".  

MAN'S ATTITUDE TOWARD THE DEMON WORLD MAY WELL BE LIKENED TO MAN'S ATTITUDE IN THE DARK AGES TOWARD BACTERIA.  If we could be transported back to LONDON in the year 1666, we would find ourselves in a nightmare world.  

THE GREAT BUBONIC PLAGUE IS AT ITS HEIGHT.  The sights and sounds of the city are like the terrible climax of a horror movie.  IT IS GENERALLY BELIEVED THAT FRESH AIR IS THE CULPRIT.  

THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS recommends the frequent firing of guns to blow away the deadly air.  People seal themselves into their rooms and burn foul-smelling messes to ward off the fresh air.  Chimneys are sealed, rooms are grey with smoke, and people choke in the suffocating stench.  

Outside, palls of black smoke hang over the city.  People sit in their tightly sealed rooms, grimly determined to endure the smarting smoke, convinced they are thus immune to this horrendous plague.  

We tell them they are wrong, that the plague is not caused by the fresh air but by germs, microscopic organisms spread by fleas-and they laugh us to scorn.

Modern man has adopted a similar attitude toward the demon world.  We tell them that the world is in the grip of Satan and that he has countless hosts of invisible demons to aid him in his dark design against mankind.  

We say that these unseen beings are intelligent, and that before long, during the great tribulation period they are to be joined by countless more of their kind, worse even than themselves.  

People look at us with pitying scorn and suggest we peddle our theories to the publishers of science fiction.  But it is true all the same.  Once the bottomless pit is opened, the world of men will be invaded by a virus far more dreadful than the bubonic plague, a virus all the more deadly because it is able to think and because it directs its attack against the soul rather than the body".
("Exploring Revelation", P. 137)

DEMONISM
We are reading a great deal these days about "Spiritualism" or the communication of the living with the dead.  What is called "Spiritism" is DEMONISM, and is forbidden in the Scriptures.  (Leviticus 20:6,27.  Deuteronomy 18:9-11.  Isaiah 8:19 (R.V.).  

The "Familiar Spirits" of the Old Testament are the same as the "Demons" and "Deceitful Spirits" of the New Testament.

Of the revival of "Spiritism" in these days we have been fully warned in the New Testament.  The Apostle Paul, writing to Timothy, says in 1 Timothy 4:1

"But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to DECEITFUL SPIRITS and DOCTRINES OF DEMONS.

The revival of "Spiritism" or "DEMONISM", is one of the "SIGNS OF THE TIMES", and should be a warning to every true child of God of the approaching end of the Age.   

1)
The past two decades have seen an amazing resurgence of witchcraft, Satanism and interest in the occult.

2)
IN BRITAIN, which has been named as a centre of witchcraft, it is said that HALF of present-day Britons are involved with the occult in some way, WHILST ONLY 2% GO TO CHURCH.
3)
IN AUSTRIA, one is able to take a Doctorate in the Occult at university, whilst IN COLUMBIA some 20,000 delegates participated in the first WORLD CONGRESS OF SORCERY in 1975.

4)
Subtle occult influences have been noted in the trinkets and charms which are hung around people's necks and suspended from their ears.  Connections have been indicated between rock music, the groups and the occult.

5)
Many recent films released deal with Satanism, witchcraft and the occult.

6)
Symbols, books, films are all designed to confuse the unbeliever and to undermine the believer in these last days.

7)
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS.

EUROPE is experiencing a massive increase in the occult, witchcraft and spirit activity.


IN FRANCE, it is estimated one in four of the working population consulted a clairvoyant, sorcerer or astrologer in 1994.  There are 50,000 registered clairvoyants with a business turnover of $600 million dollars, according to French tax authorities.


DEVIL WORSHIP in the UK has increased ten-fold in the last few years.


PERTH, said to be the witchcraft centre of Australia, had an old cemetery raided by grave robbers.


More than six million witches are said to be practicing in the USA.

The "DEMONS" belong to the "POWERS OF DARKNESS".  They are not few in number, but are a great "MARTIALLED HOST" veterans in the service of Satan. 

The fact that demons can enter in, and take possession of, and control human beings and animals (swine), is proof that they are "DISEMBODIED SPIRITS".  

That the "Demons" have A PERSONALITY is clear from the fact that JESUS conversed with them, asked them questions, and received answers.  (Luke 8:26-33).  

THEY ARE POSSESSED OF MORE THAN ORDINARY INTELLIGENCE AS WOULD BE EXPECTED FROM SUCH A HIGH ORDER OF BEINGS.  They know that Jesus is the "Son of God", and that they are finally to be confined in a place of "Torment".  (Matt. 8:29).

THEY ALSO KNOW WHAT THE PLAN OF SALVATION IS EVEN THOUGH THEY CANNOT ACCEPT IT.  (James 2:19)

THE POWER OF DEMONS OVER THE HUMAN BODY.
They can cause:

1)
DUMBNESS   (Matt 9:32-33)

2)
BLINDNESS   (Matt 12:22)

3)
INSANITY   (Luke 8:26-35)

4)
SUICIDAL MANIA   (Mark 9:22)

5)
PERSONAL INJURIES   (Mark 9:18)

6)
SUPERNATURAL STRENGTH   (Luke 8:29) 

7)
INFLICT PHYSICAL DEFECTS AND DEFORMITIES   (Luke 13:11-17).  

Once they have got control over a human body they can come and go at will.  (Luke 11:24-26).

The Devilish character of "Demons" is seen in the use they make of their victims.  They use them as:

1) 
INSTRUMENTS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS 


(Rom 6:13)

2) 
FOR THE PROCLAMATION OF THE "DOCTRINES OF DEMONS"  (1 Tim 4:1)

3)
THE TEACHING OF "DESTRUCTIVE HERESIES"  (2 Pet 2:1).  

The effect of such use of the victim is not only amoral, it is IMMORAL.  IT LEADS TO VICIOUS AND INHUMAN CONDUCT.  The conduct of "demonized" men and women seems to indicate that the "Demon" takes possession of them PRIMARILY FOR THE PURPOSE OF PHYSICAL SENSUAL GRATIFICATION.  

IMMORALITY is whatever is inconsistent with good, but good must ultimately be defined in relation to the will of God.  THEREFORE, the immoral activities of demons may include ANYTHING THAT OPPOSES THE WILL OF GOD.
Here are observations of one who was deeply involved in Spiritism.  

"The "spirits" I encountered at séances were, for the most part, very moralistic.  They encouraged us not to smoke or drink or do anything else that would harm our minds and bodies.  Ministers were told to preach morality, good manners, and civic pride.  I KNEW MINISTERS WHO ACTUALLY HAD SPIRIT MESSAGES TAKEN DOWN BY THEIR SECRETARIES AND THEN USED THEM FROM THE PULPIT !  The spirits often talked about an ethical Jesus, BUT NEVER ABOUT THE SAVIOUR WHO DIED A SACRIFICIAL DEATH FOR SIN.
"In contrast to the high moral and ethical tone of the séances in our home, I attended some where the spirits were BLASPHEMOUS AND SENSUAL". 

(Victor H. Ernest, "I Talked with Spirits" [Wheaton: Tyndale, 1970], p. 380.

Of the methods of demons in the latter days of the age, the Scriptures bear special testimony.  They will cover their lies with the empty form of religion, and by every means make them to appear as the truth, that they may rob both the saved and the unsaved of their hope in Christ.  A departure from the true faith thus is predicted to be the evidence of the influence of demons in the last days  (1 Tim 4:1-2).

Another objective of demons is often TO ALIENATE HUSBAND AND WIFE, and break up homes by preaching the doctrine of "FREE LOVE" and "PROMISCUITY".  

God provided marriage for proper expression of physical needs and relationships and He expects husbands and wives to assume their respective and mutual responsibilities (Their respective conjugal rights).  
WHEN THIS IS NOT DONE, SATAN HAS OPPORTUNITY TO TEMPT BELIEVERS TO ILLICIT OR PERVERTED SEXUAL SINS.

In short, the "Demon" for personal gratification, has the power, once he is in control of his victim, TO DERANGE BOTH MIND AND BODY, AND WRECK THE VICTIM'S HEALTH, and if deliverance is not obtained by turning to Christ, who alone has power to cast out the Demon, THE VICTIM WILL BE LOST SOUL AND BODY.

DEMON-POSSESSION must not be confounded with genuine diseases, such as "Epilepsy", which causes the victim to fall in convulsions, foam at the mouth and gnash the teeth, for the Scriptures make a clear distinction between demon inflicted physical diseases and genuine diseases. (Matt 4:24, Mark 1:32,34; Luke 7:21; 9:1)

In 1st Cor. 10:20-21 we read:


"No, but I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they SACRIFICE TO DEMONS, and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in DEMONS.  You cannot drink the Cup of the Lord (Communion Cup), and the CUP OF DEMONS; You cannot partake of the Table of the Lord, and the TABLE OF DEMONS.

Here is a description of VOODOO POSSESSION in the COURT OF HAITI.  "The subject enters a trancelike state (usually after undergoing convulsions), during which one of the "loas" (demons) enters his or her body and 'rides' it.  The human personality is displaced by the superhuman, the human features take on the characteristics of the demon's (masculine or feminine, good or evil, old or young, crafty or honest), and the human throat utters the demon's words, some of them in wholly unintelligible 'tongues'.  

The possession may last minutes or hours or sometimes days, during which time the person invaded by the demon is fed the demon's favourite food and drink (often quite impossible for unpossessed humans to consume) and offered his favourite diversions.  Afterward, the human remembers nothing of his behaviour as a god" (Carter Harman, "The West Indies", pp. 53-4).

This passage proves that behind all heathen worship there is the "SPIRIT OF DEMONISM", or "DEVIL WORSHIP", and accounts for the "wild orgies" and voluptuous and licentious mode of worship of the heathen.

Demons can incarnate themselves in human beings who are still unbelievers in the Lord Jesus Christ, take possession of their personality, and use them for their own base and unclean purposes.

SATAN'S FALLEN ANGELS are also spoken of as "Wandering Spirits", and "Lying", and "Wicked Spirits".  They are invisible and can enter homes and hear the secrets of the family.  THEY CAN SEE EVERY ACT OF IMPURITY.  Every demon, of course, has existed throughout all the span of human history,  Though each one has not observed everything that has transpired throughout history, their longevity gives an added dimension to their native intelligence.  THEY HAVE OBSERVED HUMAN BEINGS IN ALMOST EVERY CONCEIVABLE SITUATION OVER THOUSANDS OF YEARS.  

THUS, THROUGH MEDIUMS THEY CAN GIVE INFORMATION KNOWN ONLY TO THE INDIVIDUAL HIMSELF.  THEY CAN DISCLOSE THE PAST, AND TO A LIMITED EXTENT HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF EVENTS BEFORE THEY HAPPEN - ENOUGH TO REASONABLY FORETELL THE FUTURE.  

When the "Medium" has passed into the "hypnotic state" the "Control" (demon) directs her what to say.  THIS IS CONVEYED IN THE LANGUAGE OF THE MEDIUM, and the character of the language is dependent on the education or mentality of the Medium, and accounts for messages purporting to come from scholarly persons being so unlike their language when they were alive on earth.

THE SPIRIT OF SAMUEL

The story of SAUL and the "WITCH OF ENDOR" stand by itself.  It was put in the Bible to show how God punishes the "Sins of Witchcraft", and to expose the fraudulency of Spiritism.  

SAMUEL WAS DEAD, AND SAUL HAD REMOVED FROM THE LAND THOSE WHO WERE MEDIUMS AND SPIRITISTS.  (1 Sam 28:3-25).  But when the Philistines came up as a great host and pitched in Shunem Saul was afraid and greatly troubled, and enquired of the Lord, but the Lord refused to answer him, and so Saul decided to consult a "Medium", that is a woman under the "control" of a "Demon".  

Upon inquiry he discovered that there was such a woman AT ENDOR about 12 kilometres away.  

Waiting for the shelter of the night he went in disguise, accompanied by two (2) attendants, to the Witch's cave in the recesses of the mountains.  Passing into the interior of the cave, dimly lighted, perhaps, by a fire of wood, King Saul accosted the woman in words that reveal the identity of her craft with that of the modern Medium, saying, "CONJURE UP FOR ME, PLEASE, AND BRING UP FOR ME WHOM I SHALL NAME TO YOU".  

The woman was at first suspicious, fearing that it was a snare set for her, and replied, that Saul had forbidden the practice of "Spiritism and Witchcraft", but being assured by Saul in a strange oath, in which he swore by the name of the Lord that no harm should befall her for breaking the law of the Lord, she said- "WHOM SHALL I BRING UP FOR YOU ?"  And he said, "BRING UP SAMUEL FOR ME".  

The woman doubtless began to make her usual preparations, expecting to go into a trance-like condition and be used by her "Control" or "Demon" WHO WOULD IMPERSONATE THE PERSON CALLED FOR.  However, the usual procedure was cut short by a "Spirit" rising, out of the earth, and VISIBLE ONLY TO THE WOMAN.  

SO UNEXPECTED AND UNUSUAL WAS THE APPEARANCE OF THE "SPIRIT", THUS DISCLOSING THE FRAUDULENCY OF SPIRITISM, THAT THE WOMAN SCREAMED IN TERROR AND PANIC AND SAID TO SAUL, "WHY HAVE YOU DECEIVED ME ?  FOR YOU ARE SAUL".  THIS DOUBTLESS WAS MADE KNOWN TO HER BY THE "DEMON", WHO SAW THROUGH SAUL'S DISGUISE.  

Saul said to her, "Do not be afraid; but what did you see ?"  And the woman said, "I see a divine being coming up out of the earth".  But when Saul asked, "What is his form ?" she replied, "AN OLD MAN IS COMING UP; AND HE IS WRAPPED WITH A ROBE".  At once Saul perceived it was SAMUEL, and bowing himself waited for Samuel to speak, which Samuel did, saying in a reproachful way-"WHY HAVE YOU DISTURBED ME BY BRINGING ME UP ?"

The woman's "Demon adviser" was not a factor in the bringing up of Samuel.  GOD TOOK THE MATTER OUT OF HIS HANDS.  "DEMONS" MAY IMPERSONATE THE DEAD, BUT THEY CANNOT PRODUCE THEM.  ONLY GOD CAN DO THAT.  And SAMUEL is the only one mentioned in the Scriptures that God so produced.  

The case of Samuel then is no proof that a "Medium", or her "Control", can produce the soul or spirit of the dead.  The fact is that as soon as the "Spirit" of Samuel appeared the woman and her "demon adviser" were sidetracked.  THEY HAD NOTHING MORE TO DO WITH THE PROCEEDINGS.  

The conversation that followed was not between Saul and the "demon", but between Saul and Samuel.  FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION THIS IS THE ONLY INSTANCE IN THE SCRIPTURES WHERE GOD PERMITTED THE DEAD TO COME BACK AND HOLD COMMUNICATION WITH THE LIVING. 

TWO OTHER MEN who made an appearance on the earth AFTER DEATH were MOSES and ELIJAH at THE TRANSFIGURATION OF CHRIST (Mt. 17:3, Lk. 9:30,31)  They, however, appeared "IN GLORY", but Samuel appeared in the mantle which he had worn while on earth.  Therefore, in a real sense the appearance of Samuel after death was A COMPLETELY UNIQUE EVENT !!
WHILE THERE ARE OTHER CASES WHERE THE "SPIRIT" OF THE DEAD CAME BACK, AS IN THE RAISING OF THE DAUGHTER OF JAIRUS, THE WIDOW OF NAIN'S SON, AND LAZARUS, THEIR MIND WAS BLANK AS TO THEIR EXPERIENCE WHILE IN THE OTHER WORLD, IT HAVING FADED AWAY AS A DREAM WHEN THE BODY AWAKES.  

THEY CAME NOT BACK AS "SPIRITS" BUT AS RAISED, RESUSCITATED PERSONS.  THEY DID NOT RECEIVE THEIR RESURRECTION BODIES.  THEY AFTERWARD DIED AGAIN.  HOWEVER, SAMUEL'S "SPIRIT" WAS NOT RE-EMBODIED AND THEREFORE HE WAS NOT DISQUALIFIED FROM TELLING WHAT HE KNEW OF THE OTHER WORLD.
At this point some may ask about those of whom it is said in Matt 27:52-53.  "AND THE TOMBS WERE OPENED; AND MANY BODIES OF THE SAINTS WHO HAD FALLEN ASLEEP WERE RAISED; AND COMING OUT OF THE TOMBS AFTER HIS RESURRECTION THEY ENTERED THE HOLY CITY AND APPEARED TO MANY".  

During The Time Of His Death And Resurrection, Our Lord descended Into Hades, depopulated Paradise, and led a spiritual triumphant entry into the Heavenlies to the very Presence of God with all the saved up to that time.

Captivity  was  taken  captive !!!  From that moment onward there was to be no separation whatsoever for those who believe in Christ.

The gates of hell would never more prevail against any believer.  (Mt. 16:18).

Was not that spiritism?  No!  These were saints raised by Christ, who were in an “interim” bodily state for the express purpose of witnessing to others in Jerusalem for a designated brief period of time about the glorious and triumphant resurrection of the lord, Jesus Christ. 

We are not told who these saints were; they were simply believers who had died.  
The result of all this was the testimony of the CENTURION and those watching.  "TRULY THIS WAS THE SON OF GOD".  Did this indicate saving faith?  Not necessarily.  But certainly it indicated hearts that were open to the truth.

The appearance of these risen Saints in Jerusalem to those who were alive in the flesh, reveals not only the possibility, but the manner of communication between the risen saints and the people of the Millennial Earth, DURING THE MILLENNIUM.  

The appearance of MOSES and ELIJAH on the MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION is no proof of Spiritism.  They were present not as "Spirits" but in their GLORIFIED BODIES.

If it be argued that God broke His own law against "Spiritism" by permitting the "Spirit" of Samuel to come back from the other world, the answer is that SAMUEL WAS SENT BACK TO REBUKE THOSE WHO RESORT TO "FAMILIAR SPIRITS", AND TO PRONOUNCE SENTENCE ON KING SAUL FOR BREAKING THAT LAW.  We read 1 Chron 10:13, that Saul died for his transgression in asking counsel of one who had a "Familiar Spirit".  SAUL DIED THE "SIN UNTO DEATH".
There are some who stumble at the words of SAMUEL- "TOMORROW YOU AND YOUR SONS WILL BE WITH ME" (1 Sam 28:19), and say, HOW COULD THAT BE ?  

IF SAMUEL WAS IN PARADISE, Saul's sons being wicked could not go there.  Therefore they reason it could not have been the "Spirit" of Samuel that appeared to Saul, but an "Evil spirit" from the "Underworld".  

HOWEVER, we must not forget that in the time of Samuel PARADISE WAS IN THE "UNDERWORLD", AND WAS SEPARATED FROM THE HADES SECTION BY AN IMPASSABLE GULF, so that when Saul and his sons were slain, Saul's soul (assuming that Saul was a believer) joined Samuel in the Paradise section and Saul's sons went to the "Hades" section of the "Underworld", and they were all with Samuel in the sense that both they and Samuel were in the "Underworld", though Samuel and Saul were in the "Paradise" section while the others were in the "Hades" section separated by a huge gulf.  This accounts for why Samuels "spirit" CAME "UP" OUT OF THE EARTH, AND NOT "DOWN" FROM HEAVEN.

As further confirmation that it was really SAMUEL who appeared we have HIS STINGING REBUKE TO SAUL.  MOST SO-CALLED COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE DEAD ARE VAGUE, CRYPTIC, AND COUCHED IN LANGUAGE INTENDED TO LEAVE A FAVOURABLE IMPRESSION.  HOWEVER, IT WAS NOT SO WITH SAMUEL.  He spoke in the severest terms to Saul, and told him that the Lord had torn the Kingdom from him and given it to his neighbour, DAVID, and was about to deliver Israel into the hands of the Philistines, and that tomorrow Saul and his sons would die.  (1 Sam 28:16-19).

SAMUEL disclosed nothing as to the state of those in the "Underworld", except as to the state of the Righteous dead, which he declared to be a state of rest and quietness, and that Saul had disturbed him by calling for him.  

If it is forbidden in the Scriptures for a child of God to have recourse to a "Familiar Spirit", then it follows that it is equality wrong for the "spirits" of the Christian dead to try or consent to communicate with the living.  

BY DOING SO BOTH BREAK THE LAW OF GOD.  AND WHAT IS TRUE OF THE RIGHTEOUS DEAD IS TRUE OF THE WICKED DEAD.  

If the persuasive pleading of THE RICH MAN IN HADES could not secure the sending back of the soul of Lazarus to the earth to warn his brethren, HOW CAN A MEDIUM WITH THE HELP OF A "DEMON" PREVAIL ON THE "SOULS" OF THE DEAD TO RETURN ?  


HELL - HADES AND - TARTARUS
There are THREE GREEK WORDS in the New Testament translated by the one English word "HELL", which fact results in some confusion in our thinking.

ONE of these is "GEHENNA".  It is the Greek representative of the Hebrew "GE-HINNOM", or VALLEY OF HINNOM, a deep narrow valley to the south of Jerusalem, where, after the introduction of the worship of THE FIRE-GODS By Ahaz, the idolatrous Jews sacrificed their children to the god MOLECH.
AHAZ, was perhaps the 2nd Worst King Of Judah who, among other things, sacrificed his own children to devil gods. 

After The Time Of Judah's last godly king JOSIAH, when this practice was stopped, "Ge-Hinnom" or, the Valley of Hinnom  Became THE COMMON REFUSE-PLACE OF THE CITY, WHERE THE BODIES OF CRIMINALS, CARCASSES OF ANIMALS, AND ALL SORTS OF FILTH WERE CAST.

From Its Depth And Narrowness, And Its Fire And Ascending Smoke, This Bizarre Valley Became THE SYMBOL Of The Place Of THE FUTURE PUNISHMENT OF THE WICKED.  The word is used in Matthew 5:22 in the phrase "THE HELL OF FIRE", or "FIERY HELL" (Greek), and thus refers to The Final Abode Of The Wicked Dead Which Is Called In Revelation 19:20 "THE LAKE OF FIRE WHICH BURNS WITH BRIMSTONE".

THIS LAKE OF FIRE IS IN EXISTENCE NOW, for the word "PREPARED" in the Greek of Matthew 25:41 is in the PERFECT TENSE which refers to a past completed action having present results.  HELL HAD BEEN PREPARED ALREADY AND WAS IN EXISTENCE WHEN JESUS SPOKE THESE WORDS.

THERE IS NO ONE IN HELL RIGHT NOW.

THE FIRST OCCUPANTS of that dreadful place will be THE BEAST and the FALSE PROPHET - SATAN Following Them 1000 Years Afterwards.  Then, at THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT, which occurs at the close of the Millennium, ALL LOST HUMAN BEINGS, THE FALLEN ANGELS, AND THE DEMONS WILL ALSO BE SENT THERE FOR ETERNITY.

Our word "HELL" is the correct rendering of the word "GEHENNA", and should be so translated in the following passages, Matthew 5:22, 29, 30; 10:28; 18:9; 23:15, 33; Mark 9:43, 45, 47; Luke 12:5; James 3:6.

THE SECOND of these words is "HADES", which is a Transliteration, not a translation, of the Greek word.  When we transliterate a word we Take The Spelling Of That Word Over Into Another Language In The Respective Letter Equivalents, whereas when we translate a word, We Take The Meaning Over Into That Language.

The word "HADES" itself means "THE UNSEEN".  This Was The Technical Greek Religious Term Used To Designate The World Of Those Who Departed This Life.  THE SEPTUAGINT, Namely, The Greek Translation Of The Old Testament, Uses This Word To Translate The Hebrew "SHEOL", Which Has A Similar General Meaning.

THE "HADES" OF THE PAGAN GREEKS was THE INVISIBLE LAND, THE REALM OF SHADOW, Where All Greeks Went, THE VIRTUOUS, to that part called ELYSIUM -  THE WICKED, to the other part called TARTARUS.

THE DIFFERENCE between THE PAGAN and BIBLICAL conceptions of HADES is that the FORMER conceives of Hades as THE FINAL ABODE OF THE DEAD, whereas the LATTER teaches that it is THE TEMPORARY PLACE OF CONFINEMENT UNTIL THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT IN THE CASE OF THE WICKED DEAD, And Until

The Resurrection Of Christ, In The Case Of The Righteous Dead, The Latter Since Our Lord's Resurrection Going At Once To Heaven At Death (Phil. 1:23; 2 Cor. 5:8).

"We Are Of Good Courage, I Say, And Prefer Rather To Be Absent From The Body And To Be At Home With The Lord"   (2 Cor. 5:8).

AS THE PAGAN CONCEPTION OF HADES included TWO PARTS, so also the Bible divides it into two parts, the one called PARADISE (Luke 23:43), OR ABRAHAM'S BOSOM (Luke 16:22), FOR THE RIGHTEOUS DEAD, and the other part for THE WICKED DEAD having no specific designation except the general word "HADES"  (Luke 16:23 - our passage).

In Matthew 11:23 And Luke 10:15, CAPERNAUM is to be brought down to the realms of the dead, presumably here to that portion of Hades reserved for the wicked, Because Of Its Rejection Of The Attesting Miracles Of Our Lord.

In Luke 16:23, the rich man was in Hades, that part where the wicked dead are kept until the great white throne judgement.

It was a place of torture, a place which can be avoided only through transforming, living faith in Jesus Christ  (John 3:18, 36).

"He Who Believes In The Son Has Eternal Life; But He Who Does Not Believe The Son Shall Not See Life, But The Wrath Of God Abides On Him"  (Jn. 3:36).

IF THERE IS NO HADES, "A place of punishment for unbelievers", THEN JESUS MUST BE A LIAR BECAUSE JESUS TOLD THIS STORY!  HOWEVER, HADES DOES EXIST BECAUSE JESUS SAID IT DOES.

In Acts 2:27, 31, EVEN OUR LORD AT HIS DEATH WENT TO HADES, The Passage In Acts Being Quoted From Psalm 16:, Where The Hebrew is "SHEOL".  HIS SOUL WAS NOT LEFT IN HADES, THE "PARADISE" PORTION, NOR DID HIS BODY IN JOSEPH'S TOMB SEE CORRUPTION, FOR HE WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD ON THE THIRD DAY.

He As The Man Christ Jesus, Possessing A Human Soul And Spirit, As He Possessed A Human Body, Entered The Abode Of The Rightous Dead, Having Committed The Keeping Of His Spirit to God The Father (Luke 23:46).

In Revelation 6:8, DEATH and HADES follow in the wake of WAR and FAMINE - HADES READY TO RECEIVE THE DEAD OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION PERIOD.  In Revelation 20:13, 14, DEATH ITSELF, AND HADES WITH ALL THE WICKED DEAD ARE CAST INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE.

THE THIRD WORD translated "HELL" is in II PETER 2:4 where the GREEK WORD is "TARTARUS", The Prison Of The Fallen Angels That Sinned At The Time Of The Flood (Gen. 6:1-4; I Peter 3:19, 20; Jude 6).

THERE IS NO NEED FOR US TO RESORT TO "SPIRITISM" TO FIND OUT ABOUT THE STATE OF THE DEAD, FOR WE HAVE A FULL REVELATION OF THE STATE OF BOTH THE CHRISTIAN AND CHRISTLESS DEAD GIVEN US IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.  

"And when they say to you, Consult the mediums and the spiritists who whisper and mutter, should not a people consult their God ?  Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living ?  To the law and to the testimony !  If they do not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn". (Isa. 8:19-20).  

TO TAMPER WITH "SPIRITISM" IS TO PUT ONE'S-SELF ON SATAN'S GROUND, AND TO THROW ONE'S-SELF OPEN TO INVASION BY A DEMON, OR TO THE "CONTROL" OF AN "EVIL SPIRIT" FROM THE "DARK ZONE", WHOSE POWER IT MAY BE IMPOSSIBLE TO BREAK.
THE EXISTENCE OF SATAN

A)
 His Existence Is Doubted By The World.

1. 
As shown by the typical cartoon concept, most of the world today pictures the devil as A MEDIEVAL AND MYTHICAL TWO-HORNED, FORK-TAILED IMPISH CREATURE, DRESSED IN RED FLANNEL UNDERWEAR, BUSILY PITCHING COAL INTO THE FURNACES OF HELL.  Years ago stand-up TV comic Flip Wilson made a fortune causing millions to laugh with his famous "the devil made me do it" line.

2)
Satan's Existence Is Denied From Liberal Pulpits.
Christ-denying liberals have of course long since thrown out such "outdated" concepts as the OLD DEVIL and the NEW BIRTH.  Liberal theologian Dr.Reinhold Niebuhr once wrote:  "IT IS UNWISE FOR CHRISTIANS TO CLAIM ANY KNOWLEDGE OF EITHER THE FURNITURE OF HEAVEN OR THE TEMPERATURE OF HELL".

The late Bishop Pike said that as a young seminary student he had totally rejected an angelic sky-high heaven, or a devilish red-hot hell.

In the fifties a national secular magazine took a poll of some 5000 American clergymen and discovered that A FULL 73 PERCENT RIDICULED THE CONCEPT OF A PERSONAL DEVIL OF ANY SORT.
3. 
Satan's Existence Is Not Preached From Conservative Pulpits.
Even Bible-believing pastors and lay-people are, it would seem, extremely reluctant to "give the devil his due".  Some time ago an article was published entitled, "IF I WERE THE DEVIL".  Let me briefly quote from it.

"IF I WERE THE DEVIL, THE FIRST THING I WOULD DO IS DENY MY OWN EXISTENCE!  

This strange approach is, of course, the absolute opposite of that used by God Who desires, perhaps above all else, to be fully believed in ! (See Heb. 11:6).  BUT THIS IS NOT SO WITH SATAN.
THIS DISCIPLE OF DOUBT SEEMS TO THRIVE BEST WHEN HE IS EITHER UNDERESTIMATED, IGNORED OR DENIED.

Suppose there is a Bible-believing church which is going through a spiritual crisis.  For some months no soul has accepted Jesus Christ as Lord.  The attendance and offerings are down and the members are becoming restless.

FINALLY, IN DESPERATION, a special committee is appointed by the congregation to discover the source of this coldness and lifelessness.  After considerable prayer and probing, the committee submits its report.  WHAT ARE ITS FINDINGS ?  

I believe it may be safely assumed that the average committee would lay the blame on one or more of the following factors:-

1)
THE PASTOR

2)
CERTAIN DEACONS OR ELDERS IN THE CHURCH

3)
A COLD CONGREGATION

4)
A DIFFICULT NEIGHBOURHOOD

But what fact-finding group would return the following indictment?  'We believe the main source of our heartaches for the past few months is satanic !  We believe the reason no souls have been saved recently is due to an all-out attack on our church by the devil !  We close our report with a strong recommendation that the congregation call a special meeting, rebuke Satan, plead the blood of Christ and claim the victory !'.

"IF I WERE THE DEVIL I WOULD DENY MY EXISTENCE IN THE WORLD AND DOWNPLAY IT IN THE LOCAL CHURCH, THUS FREEING ME TO GO ABOUT MY BUSINESS UNHEEDED, UNHINDERED AND UNCHECKED !".  (The Baptist Bulletin, Dec., 1971, p.13).

Satan's Existence Is Declared By The Bible.
We have seen how Satan's existence is doubted, denied, or downplayed in the world of men.  BUT QUITE THE OPPOSITE IS TRUE IN THE WORD OF GOD.
1)
THE DEVIL IS MENTIONED IN SEVEN (7) OLD TESTAMENT BOOKS: Genesis, 1 Chronicles, Job (twelve times), Psalms, Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Zechariah.

2)
SATAN IS TO BE FOUND IN NINETEEN (19) NEW TESTAMENT BOOKS, AND IS REFERRED TO BY EVERY NEW TESTAMENT WRITER.
MATTHEW REFERS TO HIM.   (Mt. 4:1)

MARK REFERS TO HIM.   (Mark. 5:15)

LUKE REFERS TO HIM.   (Lk. 22:3)

JOHN REFERS TO HIM.    (1 Jn. 3:8)

PAUL REFERS TO HIM.   (Romans 16:20)

PETER REFERS TO HIM.    (1 Peter 5:8)

JAMES REFERS TO HIM.    (Jas. 4:7)

JUDE REFERS TO HIM.   (Jude 9)

3)
HE IS MENTIONED BY THE LORD JESUS CHRIST SOME FIFTEEN (15) TIMES.  

NOTE BUT A FEW OF THESE:
MATTHEW 4:10

MATTHEW 16:23

MATTHEW 25:41

LUKE 10:18

LUKE 22:31

JOHN 8:44

JOHN 6:70

THUS TO DENY THE PERSONALITY OF SATAN, IS TO DENY BOTH THE STATEMENTS OF THE SCRIPTURES AND THE TESTIMONY OF THE SAVIOUR HIMSELF.
THE ORIGIN OF SATAN.

Often a twofold accusation is hurled at the Christian by the cynic.  "ALL RIGHT, IF YOUR GOD IS SO WISE AND GOOD, THEN WHY DID HE CREATE THE DEVIL ?.... AND IF HE IS SO POWERFUL, WHY DOESN'T HE DESTROY THE DEVIL ?".  A simple Scriptural answer to these two questions is, "HE DIDN'T CREATE THE DEVIL, BUT HE WILL DESTROY HIM".
There are two (2) important passages in the Word of God concerning the origin and fall of the devil.

A)
HIS ORIGIN AND FALL AS RELATED BY EZEKIEL.

In his book, EZEKIEL PREDICTS COMING JUDGEMENTS UPON THE CITY OF TYRE in chapters 26, 27 and in verses 1- 10 in chapter 28.  THIS HAS ALREADY BEEN FULFILLED, FOR THE CITY WAS SACKED BY NEBUCHADNEZZAR IN 573 B.C., AND LATER DESTROYED BY ALEXANDER IN 332 B.C.  
HOWEVER, DURING THE SECOND HALF OF CHAPTER 28, THE PROPHET GOES BEYOND THE EARTHLY SCENE, AND DESCRIBES FOR US THE CREATION AND JUDGEMENT OF A VILE AND VICIOUS NONHUMAN CREATURE.
WHAT IS THE EXPLANATION OF THIS ENIGMA ?

We frequently find in prophecy that the Prophet is borne on from speaking of a contemporaneous event to some event of the last times, of which the contemporaneous event is in some respects A TYPE.  

FOR EXAMPLE, in Matt. 24:15-21, CHRIST speaks of THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM, which was in a very true sense a DAY OF THE LORD, and from that He passes on to speak of THE GREAT DAY OF THE LORD YET TO COME in vv. 22-31.  

SO SWIFT IS THE TRANSITION FROM THE ONE TO THE OTHER THAT IT IS DIFFICULT TO MARK EXACTLY WHERE IT TAKES PLACE.   SO IT IS IN EZEKIEL'S PROPHECY.  

According to the Jewish historian JOSEPHUS, the KING OF TYRE'S NAME was ITTIOBALUS and was in important respects a type of "THE MAN OF SIN".  (Vv. 2, 5, 6. COMPARE 2 Thess, 2:3, 4.  Also v.2 with Dan. 11:41-45).

LET US CONSIDER IT FIRST from the LIVING BIBLE PARAPHRASE VERSION from verses 12-19 of Ezekiel Chapter 28.

"Son of dust, weep for the king of Tyre.  Tell him, the Lord God, says:  You were the perfection of wisdom and beauty.  You were in Eden, the garden of God; your clothing was bejeweled with every precious stone-ruby, topaz, diamond, chrysolite, onyx, jasper, sapphire, carbuncle, and emerald-all in beautiful settings of finest gold.  They were given to you on the day you were created.  I appointed you to be the anointed guardian cherub.  You had access to the holy mountain of God.  You walked among the stones of fire.  You were perfect in all you did from the day you were created until the time when wrong was found in you.  Your great wealth filled you with internal turmoil and you sinned.  Therefore, I cast you out of the mountain of God like a common sinner.  I destroy you, O overshadowing cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.  Your heart was filled with pride because of all your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendour.  Therefore I have cast you down to the ground and exposed you helpless before the curious gaze of kings.  You defiled your holiness with lust for gains:  therefore I brought forth fire from your own actions and let it burn you to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all those watching you.  All who know you are appalled at your fate; you are an example of horror; you are destroyed forever"  (Ezek. 28:12-19), The Living Bible).

It would, of course, not be unusual for a prophetic passage to refer both to a local personage and also to someone else who fully fulfils it.  

This is true of many passages that relate both to KING DAVID and JESUS CHRIST.  

It is also true of the reference to the PRINCE OF THE KINGDOM OF PERSIA in Daniel 10:13, a reference that must include a superhuman being related to THE KINGDOM OF PERSIA.  

So for EZEKIEL 28 to refer both to the then-reigning KING OF TYRE as well as TO SATAN would not be a unique interpretive conclusion.  INDEED, IT SEEMS THE RIGHT CONCLUSION:  

THE HISTORIC KING OF TYRE WAS SIMPLY A TOOL OF SATAN, POSSIBLY INDWELT BY HIM.  And in describing this king, EZEKIEL also gives us glimpses of the superhuman creature, SATAN, who was using, if not indwelling, him.

Assuming, then, that SATAN is in the picture in these verses, WHAT DO WE LEARN ABOUT HIS ORIGINAL CHARACTERISTICS AT HIS CREATION ?  Whatever specifics these verses teach they convey the clear idea that Satan was highly privileged, the epitome of God's Creation, who had an unparalleled position in the universe.

Let us now observe some key words in this passage:

1)
"YOU WERE THE PERFECTION OF WISDOM AND BEAUTY" (V.12)  SATAN stood at the Zenith of God's creatures, filled with wisdom and perfect in beauty. NO HUMAN BEING IS EVER DESCRIBED IN THESE TERMS, BUT RATHER THE CONTRARY.  Note the following Scriptures:

"For there is no man who does not sin" (1 Ki. 8:46)

"Who can say, I have cleansed my heart, I am pure from my sin? (Prov. 20:9)

"The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick".  (Jer. 17:9)

"Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and who never sins".  (Eccl. 7:20)

"All of us like sheep have gone astray"  (Isa. 53:6)

"For all of us have become like one who is unclean.  And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment.  And all of us wither like a leaf and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away". (Isa 64:6).

"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God".  (Rom. 3:23).

"But the Scripture has shut up all men under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe". (Gal. 3:22)

"For we all stumble in many ways" (Jas. 3:2).

"If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us" (1 Jn. 1:8).

"If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His Word is not in us"  (1 Jn. 1:10).

SO WE SEE THAT THIS VERSE IN EZEKIEL CANNOT POSSIBLY REFER TO ANY HUMAN BEING.
2)
"YOU WERE IN EDEN, THE GARDEN OF GOD". (V. 13)  Some have speculated that EZEKIEL had ADAM in mind here, but the GENESIS account nowhere speaks of Adam's clothing being "bejewelled with every precious stone", and then fitted in "beautiful settings of finest gold".

THIS DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN THE ADAMIC EDEN, BUT AN EARLIER ONE.  The Adamic Eden was remarkable for its VEGETABLE GLORY.  (Gen. 2:9).  This early Eden for its MINERAL GLORY.  Compare THE NEW JERUSALEM WHICH IS TO BE.

In the Adamic Eden Satan was present not as here, as a minister of God, but as an apostate spirit and a tempter.  The glory of this early Eden seems to have been specially prepared for Satan.  There was also the pomp of royalty, tambourines and flutes.  v. 14 (a) - "You were the anointed cherub who covers (guards)".

SATANS' ORIGINAL FALL AS RELATED BY ISAIAH (Isa. 14:12-14)

"How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn !   You have been cut down to the earth,  You who have weakened the nations !  'But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven;  I will raise my throne above the stars of God,  And I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north.  'I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High'.

Note these five (5) foolish and fatal "I WILL'S of the devil:

"I WILL Ascend To Heaven".
Obviously Satan had the third heaven in mind here, the very abode of God. (see 2 Cor. 12:2)

As guardian of God's holiness Satan had access to Heaven, but this expresses his desire TO OCCUPY AND SETTLE IN HEAVEN ON AN EQUALITY WITH GOD.
"I WILL Raise My Throne Above The Stars Of God".
The meaning of this depends on the understanding of "stars".  If they refer to angels (Job 38:7; Jude 13; Rev. 12:3-4; 22:16), then Satan wished to rule over all the angels.  If they refer to the luminous heavenly bodies, then he wished to rule in the heavens.

This is probably a reference to angels.  Satan desired the worship of angels.

"I WILL Sit On The Mount Of Assembly, In The Recesses Of The North".
LUCIFER now seeks to enter God's "EXECUTIVE OFFICE" somewhere in the north and sit at His very desk.  He would attempt to control not only the angels, but the size and number of the starry galaxies also.

This bespeaks Satan's ambition to govern the universe as the assembly of Babylonian gods supposedly did.

"I WILL Ascend Above The Heights Of The Clouds".  This may well refer to that special SHEKINAH GLORY CLOUD OF GOD found so frequently in the Bible.

"I WILL Make Myself Like The Most High".
It is revealing to note the name for God that Satan uses here.  He wanted to be like EL-ELYON, the Most High.  This name literally means, "THE STRONGEST STRONG ONE".  The devil could have picked other names for God.  He could have used EL-SHADDAI, which means, "THE BREASTED ONE, the One who feeds His children", BUT HE DIDN'T.  

He might have selected JEHOVAH-ROHI, which means, "THE SHEPHERD GOD", but he avoided this title also.  

THE REASON IS OBVIOUS.  SATAN COVETED GOD'S STRENGTH, BUT WAS NOT INTERESTED IN HIS FEELINGS AND LEADING ATTRIBUTES.
Satan's sin was all the more heinous because of the great privileges, intelligence, and position he had.  His sin was also more damaging because of the widespread effects of it.  

1)
IT AFFECTED OTHER ANGELS (Rev. 12:7) 

2)
IT AFFECTS ALL PEOPLE (Eph. 2:2) 

3)
IT POSITIONED HIM AS THE RULER OF THIS WORLD (John 16:11)

4)
IT AFFECTS ALL THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD, FOR HE WORKS TO DECEIVE THEM (Rev. 20:3).

At this point a great contrast can be seen between LUCIFER'S ATTITUDE in the garden of God, and the SAVIOUR'S ATTITUDE centuries later in the garden of Gethsemane.

IN THE FIRST GARDEN, the devil viciously fought for his own will, but in the second garden, on three occasions, we hear our wonderful Saviour pray, "Yet not as I will, but as Thou wilt"......"My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, THY WILL BE DONE"  (Mt. 26:39, 42).

Likewise the Christians attitude must be "GOD'S WILL - NOTHING MORE, NOTHING LESS, NOTHING ELSE, - AT ANY COST !!
We have thus far looked at the EXISTENCE and ORIGIN OF SATAN. NOW, WHAT ABOUT HIS PERSONALITY ?
PERSONALITY OF SATAN.

A)
HE IS A REAL PERSON.

In 1 Corinthians 15 the Apostle Paul distinguishes between HEAVENLY BODIES and EARTHY BODIES.  He writes:

"All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one flesh of men, and another flesh of beasts, and another flesh of birds, and another flesh of fish.

There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the Heavenly is one, and the glory of the earthly is another".  (1 Cor. 15:39, 40).

In view of the fact that Satan is a fallen angel from the celestial world, it is not, some believe, unreasonable to suggest that he too possesses a body not a flesh-and-blood terrestrial body, of course, but perhaps a body of some substance, nevertheless.

B)
He Possesses Intelligence.
"In order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes".  (2 Cor. 2:11).

"But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ". (2 Cor. 11:3).

C)
He Possesses Memory.
One of the most amazing episodes in the earthly ministry of Christ was the temptation experience at the hands of Satan as shown in MATTHEW. 4:1-11

The word "TEST" or "TEMPT" includes two ideas: proving and soliciting to evil.  SATAN'S TESTING OF CHRIST INVOLVED BOTH FACETS.  

In the process of Satan's SOLICITING Him to commit evil, God would PROVE through the test that Christ was sinless.  GOD AND SATAN WERE BOTH INVOLVED IN HIS TEST.  

The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness place in order that he might be tempted by the devil.  For forty days Satan tempted Him with many temptations (Luke 4:2), and during that period our Lord fasted.  

This served to sensitize Him against all the tests, but especially against the three attacks which came at the end of those forty days.  

These three were the epitome of the areas in which a person can be tested: 

1)
THE LUST OF THE FLESH

2)
THE LUSTS OF THE EYES 

3)
THE BOASTFUL PRIDE OF LIFE (1 John 2:16).

THESE WERE TESTS PARTICULARLY SUITED TO THE GOD-MAN.  ONLY HE (not we) could turn stones to bread.  ONLY HE (not we) could jump off the pinnacle of the temple and land unharmed in the area below.  ONLY HE (not we) could expect to have all the kingdoms of this world.

THE WHOLE GOAL OF SATAN'S TEMPTATION OF CHRIST WAS TO ELIMINATE THE SUFFERING AND DEATH OF THE CROSS.  HE OFFERED THE LORD GLORY WITHOUT THE CROSS.  This, then, would have made His substitutionary death UNNECESSARY.  Specifically, Satan tempted Christ to INDEPENDENCE FROM GOD THE FATHER (Matt. 4:3-4), TO INDULGENCE (vv. 5-7) AND IDOLATRY (vv. 8-10).

THERE WAS NO DOUBT IN SATAN'S MIND THAT CHRIST WAS THE PROMISED DELIVERER.  But he wanted the Lord to assert His independence from the Father by turning the stones to bread.  

Just as the MANNA given to ISRAEL in the WILDERNESS came from God, so Christ's food should come in the Father's time and way.  To turn stones to bread would be to assert His independence of the will of the Father.  Though He was hungry, and it was right to eat, yet He would not eat independently of the Father's will.  Satan had tempted Him not away from spiritual bread but away from the Father and toward literal bread, gained independently of the Father's will. 

SATAN STILL TEMPTS CHRIST'S FOLLOWERS TO TAKE THINGS INTO THEIR OWN HANDS RATHER THAN YIELDING TO THE FATHER'S WILL.
To have cast Himself off the pinnacle or wing or protection of the temple to the valley 450-600 feet below and to have landed unharmed would certainly have been A SPECTACULAR SIGN OF THE MESSIAH.  But to have done so would have been to take a shortcut and show a lack of faith.  

RASHNESS, SIGNS, OR PRESUMPTION NEVER SUBSTITUTE FOR THE CONSTANCY OF FAITH THOUGH SATAN STILL TEMPTS US TO INDULGE IN THESE.
Satan has temporarily been given authority over this world (Cosmos), BUT ULTIMATELY CHRIST WILL RULE IT.  Thus Satan had the right to offer the Lord the Kingdoms of this world, BUT HAD CHRIST TAKEN THEM THEN HE WOULD HAVE SHORTCUT THE PLAN OF GOD AND BYPASSED THE ATONING WORK OF HIS DEATH.  Satan still tempts us with the immediate and visible.

SINCE SATAN WAS UNSUCCESSFUL IN PREVENTING THE CROSS, HE ATTACKS THE GOSPEL, THE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST, AND WHAT YET REMAINS OF THE PLAN OF GOD FOR THIS WORLD.
We are often reminded of how Jesus quoted Scripture to refute the devil, and so He did, quoting three times from the book of DEUTERONOMY.

But it is sometimes overlooked that here in THIS SAME MATTHEW 4 PASSAGE, THE DEVIL ALSO QUOTED SCRIPTURE TO CHRIST.  Note again the reference:

"And said to Him, If you are the Son of God throw yourself down, for it is written, HE WILL GIVE HIS ANGELS CHARGE CONCERNING YOU; AND ON THEIR HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, LEST YOU STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE".

This quote was taken from Psalm 91:11,12.  To be sure, Satan took it completely out of context and twisted it, but Shakespeare was right, "the devil doth quote Scripture".

NOW THE QUESTION MAY BE ASKED:  HOW WAS SATAN ABLE TO DO THIS ?   WELL, APPARENTLY HE HAD MEMORIZED PSALM 91.

Many Christians have never even read that Psalm, BUT SATAN, IT WOULD SEEM, HAS COMMITTED IT TO MEMORY.  Another example of this "Scripture-spouting serpent" is found in Revelation 12:12.
For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them.  Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has come down to you, HAVING GREAT WRATH, KNOWING THAT HE HAS ONLY A SHORT TIME". (Rev. 12:12)

Satan will be thrown out of heaven during the middle of the tribulation and will come down to earth, "HAVING GREAT WRATH, KNOWING THAT HE HAS ONLY A SHORT TIME".  How does he know this ?  The apparent answer is that HE HAS CAREFULLY READ THE NINTH CHAPTER OF DANIEL.
"IF I WERE THE DEVIL, I'D READ THE BIBLE.  I COULD THEN TWIST AND TURN THE SCRIPTURES IN SUCH A WAY AS TO MISLEAD SAINTS AND SINNERS ALIKE".

D)
Satan Possesses a Will.

PAUL instructs TIMOTHY in dealing with the backslidden Christians.  He says to be gentle "and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, HAVING BEEN HELD CAPTIVE BY HIM TO DO HIS WILL".  (2 Tim. 2:26).

E)
He Possesses Emotions.
1) 
Desire.

"And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded ("obtained by asking") permission to sift you like wheat".  (Lk. 22:31).

2)
Pride.

In describing the qualifications of a DEACON, Paul lists the following restriction:

"And not a new convert, LEST HE BECOME CONCEITED AND FALL INTO THE CONDEMNATION INCURRED BY THE DEVIL. (1 Tim. 3:6).

The New Testament pinpoints Satan's particular sin as ARROGANCE, CONCEIT, OR BEING PUFFED UP.  It is likened to the conceit a new convert may have when he is either pushed forward or asserts himself too quickly and begins to take to himself the glory that belongs to God.  

EZEKIEL 28:16 assigns the cause of Satan's downfall to the abundance of his trade.  IN OTHER WORDS, SATAN USED HIS POSITION FOR PERSONAL PROFIT - TO TRAFFIC IN HIS OWN SELF-PROMOTION.
3)
Wrath.

For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them.  Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has come down to you, HAVING GREAT WRATH, knowing that he has only a short time". (Rev. 12:12).

Heaven will rejoice when Satan is cast out, BUT THE EARTH-DWELLERS WILL NOT; FOR THE LAST HALF OF THE TRIBULATION WILL MEAN INTENSE SUFFERING FOR THE WORLD.
F)
He Posses Great Organizational Ability.

THE BIBLE speaks of SATAN'S SYNAGOGUES, DOCTRINES, and DEEP THINGS.

"But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and DOCTRINES OF DEMONS. (1 Tim. 4:1).

"I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are A SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN.

(Rev. 2:9).

"But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known THE DEEP THINGS OF SATAN, as they call them-I place no other burden on you".  (Rev. 2:24).

1) 
IT WAS THE DEVIL THAT ORGANIZED AND LED THE FIRST REBELLION AGAINST GOD.

Revelation 12:4 indicates that he persuaded one-third of heaven's angels to march with him.

"And his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven, and threw them to the earth.  And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might devour her child".  (Rev. 12:4).

2)
IT WILL BE THE DEVIL WHO WILL ORGANIZE AND LEAD THE LAST REBELLION AGAINST GOD.  (REVELATION. 20:7-9)

The organizational abilities of the devil, as demonstrated by these two episodes, ONE AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT and THE OTHER A FUTURE EVENT, are simply staggering to contemplate.

To illustrate this ability, consider the following:  During the CIVIL WAR, without a doubt, THE MOST BELOVED AND RESPECTED SOUTHERN GENERAL WAS ROBERT E. LEE.  

LEE was kind and considerate to his troops, brilliant in battle, and fearless to a fault.

During some of the lesser battles the Confederate troops on occasion would refuse to fight until their vaunted leader would retire to the rear, lest he be killed over an unimportant piece of ground.  "Better a thousand should die than Lee", became the concern and cry of the Confederate troops.

IN LIGHT OF THIS NEAR WORSHIP OF LEE, WHAT CHANCE WOULD A DISGRUNTLED SOLDIER HAVE IN HIS CLUMSY ATTEMPTS TO DESTROY THE BRAVE GENERAL AND ASSUME FULL COMMAND HIMSELF ?

FURTHERMORE, WHAT ARE THE ODDS THAT HE COULD PERSUADE FULLY ONE-THIRD OF LEE'S OFFICERS AND BOOT SOLDIERS TO WILLINGLY JOIN RANKS WITH HIM ?

AND YET THIS IS PRECISELY WHAT LUCIFER DID AS SEEN IN REVELATION 12:4.

Not only has he once performed this unbelievable trick during earth's earliest days, but he will some day pull it off again, THIS TIME, FOLLOWING THE GLORIOUS MILLENNIUM.

3)
It was the devil who systematically subjected the Old Testament patriarch JOB to fiery trials in an attempt to break him.  

PAUL sternly warns about the devil and his wicked (but highly organized) cohorts;

EPHESIANS 6:11-12

A SPIRITUAL BATTLE IS GOING ON IN THIS WORLD, AND IN THE SPHERE OF "THE HEAVENLIES", AND YOU AND I ARE AN IMPORTANT PART OF THIS BATTLE.  Knowing this makes "WALKING IN VICTORY" a vitally important thing TO US - AND TO GOD.
THE IMPORTANT POINT IS THAT OUR BATTLE IS NOT AGAINST HUMAN BEINGS.  IT IS AGAINST SPIRITUAL POWERS.  We are wasting our time fighting people when we ought to be fighting the devil who seeks to control people and make them oppose the work of God.

The admonitions Paul gave in Ephesians 6:10-12 indicate that SATAN IS A STRONG ENEMY, and that we need the power of God to be able to stand against him.  NEVER UNDERESTIMATE THE POWER OF THE DEVIL.  HE IS NOT COMPARED TO A LION AND A DRAGON JUST FOR FUN !  

THE BOOK OF JOB tells what Satan's power can do to A MAN'S BODY, HOME, WEALTH, AND FRIENDS.  Jesus calls Satan a thief who comes "to steal, and to kill, and to destroy" (John 10:10).  

Not only is Satan strong, but he is also wise and subtle, and we fight against "THE WILES OF THE DEVIL".  "WILES"  means "CUNNING, CRAFTY ARTS, STRATAGEMS".  The Christian cannot afford to be "ignorant of his devices" (2 Cor. 2:11).

THE NAMES OF SATAN.

There are no less than twenty-two (22) names and titles of this perverted ex-prince of paradise, which study by itself gives much insight into his evil character.

A)
Satan (Adversary):

His most common name, used some fifty-two (52) times.

B)
The Devil (Slanderer):

Used thirty-five (35) times.

C)
The Prince Of The Power Of The Air. (Ephesians 2:2)

D)
The god Of This World (Age). (2 COR. 4:4)

E)
The King Of Death. (Heb. 2:14)
F)
The Ruler Of This World. (John 12:31)

Satan's position over this world is seen in several similar titles given to him and which I mentioned earlier.  He is the "ruler of this world" (John 12:31).  He is the  "god of this world" (2 Cor 4:4).  He is the "prince of the power of the air" (Eph 2:2), and "the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience" (v.2).  He also deceives the whole world (Rev. 12:9; 20:3).  He resides in the air which is (equivalent to "the heavenly places" mentioned in Eph 6:12) and he rules this cosmos as well as this age.  

The cosmos is that organized framework of things in which mankind lives and moves and which opposes God by eliminating and counterfeiting Him.  

R.C. TRENCH in his book entitled "SYNONYMS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT" defines the word "WORLD/AGE" as follows:-

The age or world (of which Satan is god) means "all that floating mass of thoughts, opinions, maxims, speculations, hopes, impulses, aims, aspirations, at anytime current in the world, which it may be impossible to seize and accurately define, but which constitute a most real and effective power, being the moral, or immoral, atmosphere which at every moment of our lives we inhale. again inevitable to exhale - all this is included in the "aion", which is .... the subtle informing spirit of the kosmos, or world of men who are living alienated apart from God".  

THAT KIND OF RULE OVER THE WORLD AND ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH WE LIVE IS AWESOME AND FEARFUL.  THANKFULLY, GREATER IS HE WHO IS IN US THAN HE WHO IS IN THE WORLD 

(1 John 4:4).

G)
The Ruler Of Darkness. (Ephesians 6:12)

H)
Leviathan. The Fleeing Serpent (sea monster)  

(One who dwells in the sea of humanity). ISA. 27:1

Here Satan is likened to a powerful WATER DINOSAUR that swam the waters in the beginning of earth's history.  JOB describes these fearful sea serpents:

JOB 41:1-2

JOB 41:14-34

I)
Lucifer  (Lightbearer, shining one). ISA 14:12
He was called LUCIFER, for he once functioned as "THE SON OF THE MORNING".  But with the advent of Christ, the true "SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS HAS ARISEN WITH HEALING IN HIS WINGS"  (Malachi 4:2).

J)
The Dragon.
"And there was war in heaven:  Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels waged war".  (Revelation 12:7)

K)
The Deceiver. (Revelation 20:10)

SATAN IS NOT ONLY A DECEIVER, BUT SELF-DECEIVED AS WELL.  THIS IS THE WORST DECEPTION.  HE ONCE THOUGHT AND STILL BELIEVES HE CAN DEFEAT JEHOVAH GOD AND HIS CHRIST.
L)
Apollyon (Greek ABADDON in Hebrew)"destroyer". (Revelation 9:11)

Man's unbelievable brutality and cruelty to fellowmen can often only be explained by the evil energy and sometimes even possession by this deadly destroyer.

M)
Beelzebub (prince of demons).(Matthew 12:24)

Our blessed Lord was once compared to the devil by the wicked Pharisees making them guilty of the worst kind of blasphemy !

N)
Belial (vileness, worthlessness, ruthlessness) 

2 Corinthians 6:15

Vileness and ruthlessness often go hand in hand, as seen by the rise of vicious rape and senseless murder cases.

THIS WORD APTLY DESCRIBES SATAN'S CHARACTER !
O)
The Evil One. (Matthew 13:38)

In this extended parable our Lord describes Satan as that evil one who sowed bad seed (tares) in God's wheat field.

"WE KNOW THAT WE ARE OF GOD, AND THE WHOLE WORLD LIES IN THE POWER OF THE EVIL ONE".  (1 Jn. 5:19).

Satan's evil character indicated in this title, pervades the entire world which is under his control.

P)
The Tempter. (1 Thessalonians 3:5)

He is called the tempter, of course, because of his first crime against humanity IN ENTICING EVE TO DISOBEY GOD. (See Gen.3)
SATAN is also called THE TEMPTER in Matt. 4:3.  This has been his work from his first encounter with human beings.  His temptation of EVE was to get her to accept the counterfeit plan he offered which did not involve the restriction of not eating the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  

His temptation of CHRIST was to have the glory that was due Him without the suffering of the Cross.  

He tempted ANANIAS to lie in not disclosing the full amount of money his sale of land had brought (Acts 5:3).  And in 

1 Corinthians 7:5 we see that HE TEMPTS BELIEVERS WITH IMMORALITY.
Q)
The Accuser Of Our Brethren. 


(Revelation 12:10)

This title describes one of the most malicious and misunderstood present-day activities of the devil. 

He does this unceasingly - day and night.  Of what does he accuse us ?  Of sins we commit.  And, of course, he has an airtight case, for believers do sin.

However, our Lord, our Advocate, defends us on the sole basis that all our sins were paid for by His substitutionary death on the Cross (1 John 2:1-2).  Some, probably unconsciously, make a distinction between sins which they think could undo our salvation and those which would not do so - "little" sins.  But any sin could have had the ability to cause us to lose our salvation were it not for the sacrificial death of our Lord on the Cross and the constant intercession of our Lord in Heaven which thwarts the constant accusations of our adversary, Satan.

R)
An Angel Of Light. (2 Corinthians 11:14-15)

THE DEVIL IS NEVER MORE DANGEROUS THAN WHEN HE DOES THIS.  When Satan gets into the pulpit, or the theological chair, and pretends to teach Christianity, when in reality he is corrupting it; pretends to be teaching Christian evidences when in reality he is undermining the very foundations of faith; pretends to be teaching Biblical Introduction, when in reality he is making the Bible out to be a book that is not worthy of being introduced - THEN LOOK OUT FOR HIM; HE IS AT HIS MOST DANGEROUS WORK.  

There was never a science more really godless and subversive of true Christian faith than that which Satan is now exploiting under the pseudonym, "CHRISTIAN SCIENCE".  Happy is the believer in these days who is not ignorant of the devices of the Devil, and realizes that HE FREQUENTLY MASQUERADES AS AN ANGEL OF LIGHT.
These verses and this title by itself explains the rise of the many false cults of today.  How polished and popular his ministers often become.  How cleverly they can distort and twist the Word of God.

S)
A Liar. (John 8:44)

Satan is a liar because of his words in Genesis 3:4, 5.
T)
A Murderer. (John 8:44)

It was Satan who inspired CAIN to slaughter his godly brother, ABEL, thus earning his title as A MURDERER.

U)
The Enemy. (Matthew 13:39)

V)
A Roaring Lion. (1 Peter 5:8)

AS THE LION IS KING OF BEASTS, SO IS SATAN, KING OVER DEMONS.  BOTH ARE POWERFUL AND RUTHLESS CONCERNING THEIR VICTIMS.
THE ACTIVITIES OF SATAN.

Now, let us examine his ACTIVITIES.  Just what does this ex-prince of paradise do ?  We shall see that whatever else he may be accused of, SATAN CAN NEVER BE CHARGED WITH LAZINESS.

A)
HE IMITATES GOD.
IMITATION MAY WELL BE THE MOST SINCERE FORM OF FLATTERY.  WHILE THE DEVIL HATES GOD, ON THE ONE HAND, HE NEVERTHELESS POSSESSES AN OBSESSION TO BE LIKE GOD.
HOW IRONIC THAT GOD OFFERS FREELY TO ALL REPENTING SINNERS THAT PRICELESS PRIVILEGE WHICH SATAN DESPERATELY AND UNSUCCESSFULLY HAS LONG SOUGHT, NAMELY, TO BE LIKE GOD.  THE APOSTLE JOHN DESCRIBES THIS WONDERFUL TRUTH FOR US:
"SEE HOW GREAT A LOVE THE FATHER HAS BESTOWED UPON US, THAT WE SHOULD BE CALLED CHILDREN OF GOD; AND SUCH WE ARE.  For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.

BELOVED, NOW WE ARE CHILDREN OF GOD, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be.  We know that when He appears, WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM, because we shall see Him just as He is".

(1 Jn. 3:1,2).

How Does Satan Imitate God ?  Consider:
1)
HE HAS A FALSE TRINITY. 

REV. 13:2


REV. 16:13

The true Trinity consists, of course, in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  But Satan mimics this Heavenly Trinity with his own hellish threesome.  In this terrible trinity, SATAN assumes the part of THE FATHER; THE ANTICHRIST is likened to THE SON; and THE FALSE PROPHET is assigned the role of THE HOLY SPIRIT.

2)
HE HAS HIS SYNAGOGUES.  REV. 2:9

There is even a "synagogue of Satan", which means a gathering of people who think they are worshipping God but who are actually worshipping the devil (1 Cor. 10:19-21).  

These false Christians or "make-believers" have a counterfeit righteousness that is not the saving righteousness of Christ (Rom. 10:1-3; Phil 3:4-10).  

They have a false assurance of salvation that will prove useless when they face judgement (Matt 7:15-29).

It is tragic but true that there are today literally thousands of churches in Australia alone in which the Bible, blood, and Blessed hope are never remotely referred to !  Dr.Donald Barnhouse used to say that when searching for the devil one SHOULD NOT FORGET TO CHECK BEHIND THE PULPIT.

MANY PASTORS IN THE CHURCHES ARE SERVANTS OF SATAN'S POLICY, KNOWINGLY OR UNKNOWINGLY (Isa 30:12; Jer 2:8; 2 Peter 2:1-10)

SATAN'S POLICY CALLS FOR COUNTERFEIT FAITH:-

A)
COUNTERFEIT GOSPEL   (2 Cor. 11:3-4)

B)
COUNTERFEIT PASTORS   (2 Cor. 11:13-15)

C)
COUNTERFEIT COMMUNION   (1 Cor. 10:19-21)

D)
COUNTERFEIT DOCTRINE   (2 Tim. 4:1)

E)
COUNTERFEIT RIGHTEOUSNESS   (Matt. 19:16-28)

F)
COUNTERFEIT WAY OF LIFE   (Matt. 23)

G)
COUNTERFEIT POWER   (2 Thess. 2:8-10)

H)
COUNTERFEIT GODS   (2 Thess. 2:3-4)

3)
HE HAS HIS DOCTRINES. 1 TIM. 4:1

Some of these doctrines taught and prompted in Satan's school of systematic theology would be:  

1)
FREE LOVE

2)
ABORTION ON DEMAND

3)
HOMOSEXUALITY 

4)
SALVATION BY GOOD WORKS 

5)
EVOLUTION 

6)
MANY OTHER CHRIST-DISHONOURING CREEDS 
OF OUR DAY.

4)
HE  HAS  HIS  MYSTERIES.

REV. 2:24


2 THESS. 2:7

5)
HE HAS HIS THRONE.

REV. 2:13


REV. 13:2

Note specially the phrase "where Satan's throne is".  This seems to indicate that Satan had transferred his headquarters from BABYLON (see Gen 11:1-9) to PERGAMOS in Turkey during John's day.

However, the Apostle John later hints (see Rev. 18) that the devil's capital will once again be transferred back to BABYLON during the tribulation.

6)
HE HAS HIS KINGDOM.

LUKE 4:6

Often the question is asked whether Satan really had the right to offer the Saviour the kingdoms of this earth.  In a very real sense, he did.  Note the testimony of John the Apostle:

JOHN 14:30

1 JOHN 5:19

As mentioned previously, Satan has TEMPORARILY been given authority over this world (cosmos) BUT ULTIMATELY CHRIST WILL RULE IT.  Thus Satan did have the right to offer the Lord the kingdoms of this world, BUT HAD CHRIST TAKEN THEM HE WOULD HAVE SHORTCUT THE PLAN OF GOD AND BYPASSED THE ATONING WORK OF HIS DEATH.
7)
HE HAS HIS WORSHIPPERS.

REV. 13:4

WORSHIP is the one thing Satan has always wanted.  In Matthew 4:8-10 Satan tempted our Lord to fall down and worship him.  Satan will receive worship through THE BEAST described in the last half of Revelation Chapter 13.  THE BEAST WILL ORGANIZE AND PROMOTE THE WORSHIP OF ANTICHRIST MAKING IT THE OFFICIAL RELIGION OF THE WORLD !!
8)
HE HAS HIS ANGELS.

REV. 12:7

In a previous verse (Rev. 12:4) John indicates that Satan may have persuaded a full one-third of heaven's angels to join with him in his evil revolt against Jehovah God.

9)
HE HAS HIS MINISTERS.

2 COR. 11:15

It is sobering to contemplate that the "GOD IS DEAD" movement of several decades ago was not started by a communist or atheist, but was the product of A METHODIST PROFESSOR teaching in a church-related college.  BY THE WAY, THAT MOVEMENT ITSELF IS NOW DEAD WHILE GOD IS STILL VERY MUCH ALIVE.

SATAN, OF COURSE IS CRAFTY.  He knows that believers will not immediately accept a lie, so the enemy has to "BAIT THE HOOK" and make it easy for us to accept what he has to offer.

BASICALLY, SATAN IS AN IMITATOR:  he copies what God does and then tries to convince us that his offer is better than God's.  HOW DOES HE DO THIS ?  BY USING COUNTERFEIT MINISTERS WHO PRETEND TO SERVE GOD, BUT WHO ARE REALLY THE SERVANTS OF SATAN.
SATAN HAS A COUNTERFEIT GOSPEL (Gal. 1:6-12) that involves a different saviour and a different spirit.  Unfortunately, the CORINTHIANS had "welcomed" this "NEW GOSPEL", which was A MIXTURE OF LAW AND GRACE AND NOT A TRUE GOSPEL AT ALL.
THERE IS ONLY ONE GOSPEL AND, THEREFORE, THERE CAN BE ONLY ONE SAVIOUR (1 Cor. 15:1ff).

When you trust the Saviour, you receive the Holy Spirit of God within, AND THERE IS ONLY ONE HOLY SPIRIT.
The "PREACHERS" of this false gospel (and they are with us yet today) are described in 2 Corinthians 11:13-15.  They claimed to have divine authority as God's servants, BUT THEIR AUTHORITY WAS BOGUS.
They claimed that the true servants of God were all imposters; and in Paul's day, they said this about him, too.

They even claimed to be "SUPER-APOSTLES", ON A MUCH HIGHER LEVEL THAN PAUL.  With their clever speaking, they mesmerized the ignorant believers, while at the same time they pointed OUT THAT PAUL WAS NOT A VERY GIFTED SPEAKER (2 Cor. 11:6; 10:10).

HOW TRAGIC IT IS WHEN UNSTABLE BELIEVERS ARE SWAYED BY THE "FAIR SPEECH" OF SATAN'S MINISTERS, INSTEAD OF STANDING FIRM ON THE BASIC TRUTHS OF THE GOSPEL TAUGHT TO THEM BY FAITHFUL PASTORS AND TEACHERS.
"THEY ARE NOT "SUPER-APOSTLES" AT ALL !!" warned Paul.  "THEY ARE PSEUDO APOSTLES-FALSE APOSTLES !  Their motive is not to glorify God, but to get personal gain by capturing converts.

THEIR METHODS ARE DECEITFUL".  (2 Cor 2:17; 4:2).

The basic idea here is that of using bait to catch fish.  They offer church members a Christian life that is "SUPERIOR" to that described in the New Testament, A LIFE THAT IS AN UNBIBLICAL MIXTURE OF LAW AND GRACE.
Instead of being empowered by the Spirit, THESE MINISTERS ARE ENERGIZED BY SATAN.  Three times, Paul used the word "DISGUISE" in referring to their work (see 2 Cor. 11:13-15).  This Greek word simply means "TO DISGUISE, TO MASQUERADE".

THERE IS A CHANGE ON THE OUTSIDE, BUT THERE IS NO CHANGE ON THE INSIDE.  SATAN'S WORKERS, LIKE SATAN HIMSELF, NEVER APPEAR IN THEIR TRUE CHARACTER; THEY WEAR A DISGUISE AND HIDE BEHIND A MASK.
Periodically, these MINISTERS OF SATAN knock on our front door declaring that they are representing Jesus Christ.  The moment I identify them as A CULT I close the door usually without even saying "good-bye".  If you think this is unkind, read 2 John verses 5-11 - and obey it.

"If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, DO NOT RECEIVE HIM INTO YOUR HOUSE AND DO NOT GIVE HIM A GREETING.  For the one who gives him a greeting PARTICIPATES IN HIS EVIL DEED.  (Verses 10, 11). 

10)
SATAN HAS HIS MIRACLES.  THESS. 2:9

DURING THE APOSTOLIC AGE, MIRACLES WERE GIVEN TO VERIFY THE MESSAGE (Heb 2:1-4).  God's chosen Apostles used miracles as their credentials TO PROVE THEY WERE SENT BY GOD (2 Cor 12:12).  However, miracles ALONE never prove that a man is sent from God:  his message and his character must also be considered.  JOHN THE BAPTIST was "a man sent from God" (John 1:6), yet "John did no miracle" (John 10:41).

SATAN CAN PERFORM MIRACLES THAT SEEM TO RIVAL THOSE OF THE LORD.  This is how he opposed MOSES in the COURT OF PHARAOH (Ex 7:8-12, 20-22, 8:5-7).  In the final judgement, some people who performed miracles "in the name of Jesus" will be rejected by the Lord because they were never saved (Matt 7:21-23).  JUDAS PERFORMED MIRACLES, YET HE WAS NEVER BORN AGAIN. (John 6:66-71; 13:11, 18).

THE PURPOSE OF GOD'S MIRACLES WAS TO LEAD PEOPLE TO THE TRUTH; THE PURPOSE OF ANTICHRIST'S MIRACLES WILL BE TO LEAD PEOPLE TO BELIEVE HIS LIES.   

Paul called them "LYING WONDERS" (2 Thes 2:9), NOT BECAUSE THE MIRACLES ARE NOT REAL, BUT BECAUSE THEY PERSUADE PEOPLE TO BELIEVE SATAN'S LIES.  The world would not long follow a leader WHO PRACTICED CHEAP TRICKERY (see Rev. 13:13-14).

CERTAIN FALSE RELIGIOUS LEADERS have deceived multitudes of people because of their APPARENT ABILITY to perform genuine miracles.  BUT THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY DECLARE THAT THE DEVIL ALSO POSSESSES THIS POWER.  Hear the warning of Jesus on this matter in MATTHEW 7:21-23

11)
HE  HAS  HIS  SACRIFICES.

1 COR. 10:20-21

12)
HE  HAS  HIS  FELLOWSHIP.


1 COR. 10:20-21

13)
HE HAS HIS ARMIES.

ISA. 24:21

These infernal armies will some day be soundly defeated by Almighty God at ARMAGEDDON.

REV. 14:14-17

REV. 16:16

REV. 19:11-16

Thus we see through these thirteen (13) examples just how Satan imitates God.  BUT WHAT OTHER ACTIVITY DOES THIS APOSTATE ANGEL INDULGE IN ?
B)
HE SOWS TARES AMONG GOD'S WHEAT.
Our Lord described this activity in His most extended parable.

MT. 13:24-30

MT. 13:36-43

Satan cannot uproot the plants (true Christians), SO HE PLANTS COUNTERFEIT CHRISTIANS IN THEIR MIDST.  

In this parable, THE GOOD SEED IS NOT THE WORD OF GOD.  IT REPRESENTS PEOPLE CONVERTED THROUGH TRUSTING THE WORD.
THE FIELD IS NOT HUMAN HEARTS; THE FIELD IS THE WORLD.  Christ is sowing true believers in various places that they might bear fruit (John 12:23-26).  BUT, WHEREVER CHRIST SOWS A TRUE CHRISTIAN, SATAN COMES AND SOWS A COUNTERFEIT.
We must beware of Satan's counterfeits.  As we discussed previously, He has COUNTERFEIT CHRISTIANS (2 Cor 11:26) who believe a COUNTERFEIT GOSPEL (Gal. 1:6-9).

He encourages a COUNTERFEIT RIGHTEOUSNESS (Rom. 10:1-3) and even has a COUNTERFEIT CHURCH (Rev 2:9).

AT THE END OF THE AGE, HE WILL PRODUCE A COUNTERFEIT CHRIST (2 Thes 2:1-12).

We must also STAY AWAKE to make sure that Satan's ministers do not get into the true fellowship and do damage (2 Peter 2; 1 John 4:1-6).  It is when God's people go to sleep that Satan works hardest !!

Our task is not to pull up the false, BUT TO PLANT THE TRUE.  (This does not refer to discipline within the local church).  WE ARE NOT DETECTIVES BUT EVANGELISTS !  We must oppose Satan and expose his lies.  BUT WE MUST ALSO SOW THE WORD OF GOD AND BEAR FRUIT IN THE PLACE WHERE HE HAS PLANTED US.
WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE TARES ?  God will gather them together and burn them.  It is interesting to see that some of this "bundling" is already going on as VARIOUS RELIGIOUS GROUPS MERGE AND STRIVE FOR UNION.
Spiritual unity among true Christians is one thing, BUT RELIGIOUS UNIFORMITY AMONG MERE PROFESSING CHRISTIANS IS QUITE ANOTHER.  It is difficult to tell the false from the true today; BUT AT THE END OF THE AGE, THE ANGELS WILL SEPARATE THEM.
C)
HE INSTIGATES FALSE DOCTRINE.

1 TIM. 4:1-3

PAUL had warned the EPHESIAN ELDERS that FALSE TEACHERS would invade the church (Acts 20:28-31); and now they had arrived.  The Holy Spirit had spoken in specific terms about these teachers, and the prophecy was starting to be fulfilled in Paul's time.  CERTAINLY IT IS FULFILLED IN OUR OWN TIME !  We can recognize false teachers by the description Paul gave in this paragraph.

FALSE TEACHERS ARE ENERGIZED BY SATAN
(Ephesians 2:2)

This is the only place where demons are mentioned in the PASTORAL EPISTLES.  Just as there is a "MYSTERY OF GODLINESS" CONCERNING CHRIST (1 Tim 3:16), so there is a "MYSTERY OF INIQUITY" THAT SURROUNDS SATAN AND HIS WORK (2 Thes 2:7).

SATAN IS AN IMITATOR (2 Cor 11:13-15); he has his own ministers and doctrines, and seeks to deceive God's people and lead them astray (2 Cor 11:3).  THE FIRST TEST OF ANY RELIGIOUS DOCTRINE IS WHAT IT SAYS ABOUT JESUS CHRIST (1 John 4:1-6).

It comes as a shock to some people that SATAN USES PROFESSING CHRISTIANS IN THE CHURCH TO ACCOMPLISH HIS WORK.
But Satan once used PETER to try to lead Jesus in a wrong path (Matt 16:21-23), and he used ANANIAS and SAPPHIRA to try to deceive the church at Jerusalem (Acts 5).  PAUL WARNED that FALSE TEACHERS would arise FROM WITHIN THE CHURCH (Acts 20:30).

FALSE TEACHERS LEAD PEOPLE ASTRAY 

(1 Tim. 4:1).

Their goal is to seduce people and get them to depart from the faith.  This is the word "APOSTASY", and it is defined as "A WILFUL TURNING AWAY FROM THE TRUTH OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH".

These false teachers do not try to build up the church or relate people to the Lord Jesus Christ in a deeper way.  INSTEAD they want to get disciples TO FOLLOW THEM AND JOIN THEIR GROUPS AND PROMOTE THEIR PROGRAMMES.
This is one difference between a true church and a religious cult:  A TRUE CHURCH seeks to win converts to Jesus Christ and to build them spiritually; CONVERSELY, A CULT proselytizes, steals converts from others, and makes them servants (even slaves !) of the leaders of the cult.

HOWEVER, NOT ALL APOSTATES ARE IN CULTS;  SOME OF THEM ARE IN CHURCHES AND PULPITS, TEACHING FALSE DOCTRINE AND LEADING PEOPLE ASTRAY.
D)
SATAN PERVERTS THE WORD OF GOD.
This he does by:

1)
Taking it out of context.


MT. 4:6


GEN 3:1-4

During the tempting by Satan of our Lord, Satan took the Lord Jesus to the pinnacle of the temple, probably about 150 metres above the KIDRON VALLEY.  SATAN then quoted from Psalm 91:11-12 WHERE GOD PROMISED TO CARE FOR HIS OWN.
"If (Since) You are the Son of God throw Yourself down, FOR IT IS WRITTEN, "He will give His angels charge concerning you; and on their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone".

Note carefully our Lord's reply:  "ON THE OTHER HAND (AGAIN) it is written......" (Matt 4:7).  WE MUST NEVER DIVORCE ONE PART OF SCRIPTURE FROM ANOTHER, BUT WE MUST ALWAYS "COMPARE SPIRITUAL THINGS WITH SPIRITUAL"  (1 Cor 2:13).

We can prove almost anything by the Bible IF WE ISOLATE TEXTS FROM THE CONTEXTS AND TURN THEM INTO PRETEXTS.
Satan had cleverly omitted the phrase "To guard you IN ALL YOUR WAYS" when he quoted from Psalm 91.

When the child of God is in the will of God, the Father will protect him.  He watches over those who are "IN HIS WAYS".

Jesus replied with Deuteronomy 6:16:  "You shall not put the Lord your God to the test".  We tempt God when we put ourselves into circumstances that force Him to work miracles on our behalf.

THE DIABETIC WHO REFUSES TO TAKE INSULIN AND ARGUES.  "JESUS WILL TAKE CARE OF ME", MAY BE TEMPTING THE LORD.
WE TEMPT GOD WHEN WE TRY TO FORCE HIM TO CONTRADICT HIS OWN WORD.  It is important for us as believers to read ALL Scripture, and study ALL God has to say, for ALL OF IT IS PROFITABLE FOR DAILY LIFE (2 Tim 3:16-17).

2)
SATAN CAUSES THE WORD OF GOD TO BE MISINTERPRETED.
How much anguish, frustration, and confusion has the devil brought about simply by causing Christians and non-Christians alike to misinterpret God's Word.

3)
OVERSTRESSING ONE SIDE OF A DOCTRINE AND IGNORING THE OTHER SIDE.

A classic example of this, of course, would be the doctrine of PREDESTINATION and FREE WILL.  An untold number of believers (including Pastors) have gone off the deep end by overstressing one side of this two-sided coin.

4)
UNDERSTRESSING CERTAIN DOCTRINES.

Perhaps the one great Biblical truth downplayed today is that vital doctrine of THE LOCAL CHURCH.  To quote once more from the article, "IF I WERE THE DEVIL":


"Then i would turn to that most despised and deadly institution of all-the local church !  I would continue to attack it from the outside (just to keep in practice), but would concentrate the bulk of my evil efforts from within.


'The church is dead' would become my creed and cry.  If I were the devil I would do my utmost to convince professing Christians that the local church is finished!  Not weak, not ineffective; but dead and decaying !  I would encourage them to dig a hole, carve an epitaph, and bury it as quietly and quickly as possible.


Christianity could then proceed to new glories where cell groups would replace Sunday nights and sermons would be set aside for buzz sessions".

Let it be said in conclusion at this point that, contrary to popular opinion, SATAN IS NOT AFRAID OF THE WORD OF GOD.  IN FACT, HE DELIGHTS TO USE IT-IF HE CAN MISINTERPRET OR MANGLE IT IN SOME FASHION.  This can be aptly demonstrated by the various false cults whose followers often spout Scripture verses by the dozens to "PROVE" their false doctrines, ALL TAKEN OUT OF CONTEXT, OF COURSE.

E)
HE HINDERS THE WORKS OF GOD'S SERVANTS.

1 THESS 2:18

He cannot do this, of course, except by the direct permission of God WHO SOMETIMES ALLOWS HINDRANCES TO TEACH THE BELIEVER SPIRITUAL LESSONS.
"God also causes ALL THINGS to work together for good" as in the case when Satan "hindered" ("breaking the road and putting up obstacles - literal translation of "hindered") the APOSTLE PAUL from going to THESSALONICA.  This led to Paul writing the previous epistle to the THESSALONIANS and all future generations.

F)
HE RESISTS THE PRAYERS OF GOD'S SERVANTS.


DANIEL 10:12-13

Again, as in the former point, it should be noted that SATAN CANNOT DO THIS WITHOUT GOD'S APPROVAL.  Thus, sometimes our prayer life is made difficult not because of personal sin, or un-willingness on God's part, BUT DUE SOLELY TO SATANIC INTERFERENCE.

IN DANIEL'S CASE, Daniel had set his mind to gain understanding and to humble himself before his God.  The Lord commissioned his angelic messenger with the answer to Daniel's petition.

THE POWERS OF EVIL APPARENTLY ARE ABLE TO HINDER THE DELIVERY OF THE ANSWERS TO REQUESTS GOD IS MINDED TO ANSWER.  God's response was immediate, but "the prince of the Persian kingdom" - apparently the satanic agent assigned to the Persian realm - VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED THE ACTUAL DELIVERY OF THE ANSWER.
WHILE GOD CAN OVERRIDE THE UNITED RESISTANCE OF ALL THE FORCES OF HELL, HE ACCORDS TO DEMONS CERTAIN LIMITED POWERS OF OBSTRUCTION AND REBELLION LIKE THOSE HE ALLOWS HUMAN BEINGS.
THE EXERCISE OF FREE WILL IN OPPOSITION TO THE LORD OF HEAVEN IS PERMITTED WHEN HE SEES FIT (but see Job. 1:12; 2:6; cf. also 1 Cor 10:13).

THE ANGELS OF GOD CAN THWART THE AGENTS OF THE DEVIL, as here MICHAEL broke the hindrance put up by the demonic "king of Persia" and paved the way for the interpreting angel to deliver God's answer to DANIEL.

MICHAEL was a faithful "MINISTER" to someone who would "INHERIT SALVATION" (cf. Heb 1:14).

THIS SHOWS THE IMPORTANCE OF PERSEVERANCE (cf. Lk 18:1).

G)
HE BLINDS MEN TO THE TRUTH. 2 COR. 4:4

It is the work of the Holy Spirit to illuminate the minds of men - especially believers - and reveal the Lord Jesus Christ.  

It is the work of the Evil One to blind the minds of men - especially unbelievers - so that they cannot see the glory that is in Jesus Christ.  

It is for each individual to decide the work to which he will surrender himself.  The awful, almost incredible blindness of men (who are intelligent on other subjects) to the simplest and plainest truth about Christ is due to this blinding work of Satan.

PAUL had nothing to hide, either in his personal life or in his preaching of the Word.  EVERYTHING WAS OPEN AND HONEST; THERE WAS NO DECEPTION OR DISTORTION OF THE WORD.

THE JUDAIZERS WERE GUILTY OF TWISTING THE SCRIPTURES TO FIT THEIR OWN PRECONCEIVED INTERPRETATIONS, and ignorant people were willing to follow them.

If Paul was such a faithful teacher to the Word, THEN WHY DID NOT MORE PEOPLE BELIEVE HIS MESSAGE ?
WHY WERE THE FALSE TEACHERS SO SUCCESSFUL IN WINNING CONVERTS ?  BECAUSE THE MIND OF THE LOST SINNER IS BLINDED BY SATAN, AND FALLEN MAN FINDS IT EASIER TO BELIEVE LIES THAN TO BELIEVE TRUTH.

"And even if our Gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose case THE GOD OF THIS WORLD has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God". (2 Cor. 4:3-4)

PAUL had already explained that the minds of the Jews were "VEILED" because of the blindness of their hearts (Rom 11:25; 2 Cor 3:14-16).

THE MINDS OF THE GENTILES ARE ALSO BLINDED! THOSE WHO ARE LOST ("PERISHING") CANNOT UNDERSTAND THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPEL.
Satan does not want the glorious light of salvation to shine into unbeliever's hearts.

As the god of this age and the prince of this world (John 12:31), Satan keeps lost sinners in the dark.

The sad thing is that Satan uses RELIGIOUS TEACHERS (like the Judaizers) to deceive people.  MANY OF THE PEOPLE WHO TODAY BELONG TO CULTS WERE ORIGINALLY MEMBERS OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES.
H)
HE STEALS THE WORD OF GOD FROM HUMAN HEARTS.  MT. 13:19

Wherever the Word of God is preached Satan is present, either in person or through his agents, to snatch away the seed sown.  It is needful for us to pray that God will keep guard over seed sown.  It is also needful to hold fast to the truth we have heard lest Satan snatch it away.  (Luke 8:15, RV).  

IT IS THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT TO "BRING TO REMEMBRANCE" WHAT CHRIST HAS SPOKEN. 
(John 14:26).  

IT IS THE WORK IF SATAN TO MAKE MEN FORGET IT.  THE WORLD AND THE FLESH ARE QUITE READY TO CO-OPERATE WITH THE DEVIL IN HIS WORK. 

I)
HE ACCUSES CHRISTIANS BEFORE GOD.


JOB 1:7-12


JOB 2:3-6


ZECH 3:1-4


REV 12:9-10

These verses inform us concerning one of Satan's most treacherous hatchet jobs, THAT OF BADMOUTHING BELIEVERS.  In fact, this was one of several key reasons why the crucified and resurrected Christ had to ascend back to heaven that he might function AS OUR DIVINE DEFENCE LAWYER. - OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST AND ADVOCATE, CONSTANTLY MAKING INTERCESSION FOR US BEFORE GOD.
THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES SPEAK OF THIS MINISTRY:
LUKE 22:31-32

HEBREWS 7:25

ROMANS 8:33-34

J)
SATAN LAYS SNARES FOR MEN.


2 TIM 2:26


1 TIM 3:7

An old song reads:  "WHEN THE DANGER LEAST THOU FEAREST THEN THE DEVIL'S SNARE IS NEAREST".

K)
HE TEMPTS.


MT. 4:1


EPH. 6:11

The word "TEMPT" CAN REFER TO TWO THINGS:

1.
TO TEST, TO PROVE WITH THE IDEA OF MAKING BETTER, AS SEEN IN GENESIS 22:1.


"NOW IT CAME TO PASS ABOUT THESE THINGS, THAT GOD TESTED (TEMPTED) ABRAHAM..."

2.
TO ENTICE TO DO EVIL, AS SEEN IN MATTHEW 4:1. (Jesus being led up by the Holy Spirit to be TEMPTED by Satan).

L)
HE AFFLICTS.


JOB. 2:7


LK. 13:16


2 COR. 12:7


ACTS 10:38

THE SOBERING FACT TO BE KEPT IN MIND HERE IS THAT HIS VICTIMS IN THESE VERSES ARE BELIEVERS.  While Satan cannot possibly POSSESS a Christian, he can nevertheless (as allowed by God, of course) OPPRESS a child of God, both in the MENTAL and PHYSICAL REALM.

SOME TIMES GOD ALLOWS THIS TO HAPPEN TO PURIFY HIS CHILD (as in the case of JOB), and at other times TO PUNISH A BELIEVER FOR HIS SIN.  Paul writes of this second case in 1 COR. 5:1-5

M)
HE DECEIVES.


REV. 12:9


REV. 20:8


REV. 20:10

An old proverb says:  THE WORST DECEPTION IS SELF-DECEPTION.  This may be true, but certainly in the area of faith, THE MOST COMMON DECEPTION IS SATANIC DECEPTION.  PROBABLY HIS GREATEST DECEPTION OF ALL TIME IS THE FALSE BUT ALMOST UNIVERSALLY BELIEVED CONCEPT THAT ONE MAY WORK HIS OR HER WAY INTO HEAVEN.

N)
HE UNDERMINES THE SANCTITY OF THE HOME.


1 COR. 7:3-5

Now read a paraphrase of this same passage:


"the man should give his wife all that is her right as a married woman, and the wife should do the same for her husband:  for a woman who marries no longer has full right to her own body, for her husband then has his rights to it, too;  and in the same way the husband no longer has full right to his own body, for it belongs also to his wife.  So do not refuse these rights to each other.  The only exception to this rule would be the agreement of both husband and wife to refrain from the rights of marriage for a limited time, so that they can give themselves more completely to prayer.  Afterwards, they should come together again SO THAT SATAN WON'T BE ABLE TO TEMPT THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR LACK OF SELF-CONTROL"  (1 Cor. 7:3-5, The Living Bible)

One purpose for marriage is "TO AVOID FORNICATION".  1 Cor. 7:2 makes it clear that GOD DOES NOT APPROVE EITHER OF POLYGAMY OR HOMOSEXUAL "MARRIAGES".
ONE MAN MARRIED TO ONE WOMAN has been God's pattern from the beginning.  However, the husband and wife must not abuse the privilege of SEXUAL LOVE that is a normal part of marriage.

THE WIFE'S BODY belongs to the husband, and THE HUSBAND'S BODY to the wife; and each must be considerate of the other.

SEXUAL LOVE IS A BEAUTIFUL TOOL TO BUILD WITH, NOT A WEAPON TO FIGHT WITH.  To refuse each other is to COMMIT ROBBERY (1 Thess 4:3-6) AND TO INVITE SATAN TO TEMPT THE PARTNERS TO SEEK THEIR SATISFACTION ELSEWHERE.
As in all things, the spiritual must govern the physical; for our bodies are God's temples.  The husband and wife may abstain in order to devote their full interest to prayer and fasting (1 Cor 7:5); BUT THEY MUST NOT USE THIS AS AN EXCUSE FOR PROLONGED SEPARATION.
PAUL is encouraging Christian partners to be "IN TUNE" with each other in matters BOTH SPIRITUAL AND PHYSICAL.

Very few marriage counsellors ever take SATANIC ACTIVITY into consideration when advising couples having marital problems.  Sometimes the real fault lies not with the husband or wife, BUT SQUARELY WITH SATAN.

I have heard from a reliable source that there is at least 1 witches' coven in Perth DEVOTED SOLELY TO PRAYING TO SATAN AND INVOKING DEMONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF DESTROYING CHRISTIAN MARRIAGES.
THE DEVIL DESPISES THE VERY INSTITUTION OF MARRIAGE BECAUSE IT WAS ORIGINATED AND GIVEN BY GOD HIMSELF.  

(see Gen. 2:20-25)

O)
HE PROMPTS BOTH SAINTS AND SINNERS TO TRANSGRESS AGAINST THE HOLINESS OF GOD.

1)
It was Satan who caused David to disobey God.


1 CHRON. 21:1

2)
It was Satan who caused Judas to betray Christ.


John 13:2

3)
It was Satan who caused Peter to rebuke Christ, and later to deny him.


Matthew 16:22-23


John 13:38

4)
It was Satan who caused Ananias to lie to the Holy Spirit.


ACTS. 5:3

THE VARIOUS GEOGRAPHICAL AND SPIRITUAL LOCATIONS OF SATAN.

We have already demonstrated the common error today which pictures Satan as a medieval and mythical two-horned, fork-tailed creature.  Now the question:  WHAT OF HIS PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE LOCATIONS ? 

THE DEVIL IS LIKE A CHEQUE FORGER IN THAT HE MOVES AROUND CONSTANTLY.  SATAN HAS BEEN TO, IS IN, OR WILL OCCUPY THE FOLLOWING SIX LOCATIONS:

A)  In The Heavenlies, As God's Choir Leader.

THIS WAS HIS PAST LOCATION, PRIOR TO HIS FALL. (SEE EZEKIEL 28).

B)  In The Heavenlies, As God's Chief Enemy.

THIS IS HIS PRESENT LOCATION.

JOB. 1:6-7

ZECH. 3:1-2

C)
On Earth Only.

THIS WILL BE HIS FIRST FUTURE LOCATION.  During the final half of the coming Tribulation, Satan will be cast out of Heaven, and his sphere of activities will be limited to this earth.  See Rev. 12:7-12
Some believe that this passage refers to HIS ORIGINAL FALL IN GENESIS, but this cannot be, as proven by the two phrases, "THE ACCUSER OF OUR BRETHREN" (Rev. 12:10), and "BY THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB" (Rev. 12:11).  In other words, AT THE TIME OF HIS FIRST FALL THERE WERE NO "BRETHREN" TO ACCUSE, AND THE BLOOD OF  GOD'S PERFECT LAMB HAD NOT YET BEEN SPILLED.
Also, to be noted in this passage is the phrase, "Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because KNOWING THAT HE HAS ONLY A SHORT TIME".  HOW WILL THE DEVIL KNOW THIS ?  From reading the BOOK OF DANIEL.  When he came to chapter 9 and read about the seventy weeks, he then understood the length of the tribulation to be SEVEN YEARS.

D)
In The Bottomless Pit.

THIS WILL BE HIS SECOND FUTURE LOCATION.  Immediately after Christ's great victory at ARMAGEDDON, we read the following words in REV. 20:1-3

"And I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand.  And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, AND THREW HIM INTO THE ABYSS, AND SHUT IT AND SEALED IT OVER HIM, so that he should not deceive the nations any longer, UNTIL THE THOUSAND YEARS WERE COMPLETED; AFTER THESE THINGS HE MUST BE RELEASED FOR A SHORT TIME".
This "ABYSS" is not the same as "HELL" Satan is not cast into hell immediately, because God still has one more task for him to perform.

Rather, Satan is confined in the bottomless pit for 1,000 years.  FIRST, Satan was CAST OUT OF HEAVEN (Rev. 12:9), and NOW HE IS CAST OUT OF EARTH !
Some Bible students feel that the "chaining" of Satan took place when Jesus died on the cross and arose from the dead to ascend to heaven.

While it is true that Jesus won His decisive victory over Satan at the cross, THE SENTENCE AGAINST SATAN HAS NOT YET BEEN EFFECTED.
HE IS A DEFEATED FOE, BUT HE IS STILL FREE TO ATTACK GOD'S PEOPLE AND OPPOSE GOD'S WORK (1 Peter 5:8).

I think it was Dr. James M. Gray who suggested that, if Satan is bound today, IT MUST BE WITH A TERRIBLE LONG CHAIN !  PAUL was sure that Satan was loose (Eph 6:10ff), and JOHN agreed with him (Rev 2:13; 3:9).

E)
On Earth For The Last Time After The Millennium.

THIS WILL BE HIS THIRD FUTURE LOCATION.

REV. 20:7-9

AT THE CLOSE OF THE MILLENNIUM, SATAN will be released from the pit and permitted to lead one last revolt against the Lord.  WHY ?  AS FINAL AND UNDENIABLE PROOF THAT THE HEART OF MAN IS DESPERATELY WICKED AND CAN BE CHANGED ONLY BY GOD'S GRACE.
Imagine the tragedy of this revolt:  people who have been living in a perfect environment, under the perfect government of God's Son, will finally admit the truth about their true character and rebel against the King !  Their obedience will be seen as mere FEIGNED submission, AND NOT TRUE FAITH IN CHRIST AT ALL.
The naming of "GOG" and "MAGOG" (Rev. 20:8) does not equate this battle with the one described in Ezekiel 38-39; for that army invades FROM THE NORTH, while this one comes from THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE EARTH.
These two events are related, however, inasmuch as in both battles, ISRAEL IS THE FOCAL POINT.  In this case, JERUSALEM will be the target (Ps. 78:68; 87:2).

God will deal with this revolt very quickly and efficiently, and SATAN WILL BE CAST INTO HELL.  NOTE THAT "THE BEAST" AND FALSE PROPHET WILL STILL BE SUFFERING IN THE LAKE OF FIRE AFTER 1,000 YEARS !  (see Matt 25:41).

IN ONE SENSE, THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM WILL "SUM UP" ALL THAT GOD HAS SAID ABOUT THE HEART OF MAN DURING THE VARIOUS PERIODS OF HISTORY.  

It will be a REIGN OF LAW, and yet WILL NOT CHANGE MAN'S SINFUL HEART.  MAN WILL STILL REVOLT AGAINST GOD.  

THE MILLENNIUM WILL BE A PERIOD OF PEACE AND PERFECT ENVIRONMENT, A TIME WHEN DISOBEDIENCE WILL BE JUDGED SWIFTLY AND WITH JUSTICE; AND YET IN THE END THE SUBJECTS OF THE KING WILL FOLLOW SATAN AND REBEL AGAINST THE LORD.  THIS CLEARLY DEMONSTRATES THAT EVEN A PERFECT ENVIRONMENT CANNOT PRODUCE A PERFECT HEART.
WHERE WILL SATAN GET THIS MIGHTY ARMY ?  They will consist of many of the millions born during the millennium of SAVED PARENTS WHO SURVIVED THE GREAT TRIBULATION AND ENTERED EARTH'S GOLDEN AGE.
Yet many of these "KINGDOM KIDS" WILL REFUSE TO ACCEPT CHRIST, IN SPITE OF THEIR PERFECT ENVIRONMENT, giving the Lord Jesus Christ lip service to be sure, but retaining unregenerate hearts all the while.  THUS, WHEN SATAN IS RELEASED, THEY WILL EAGERLY JOIN HIS REVOLT AGAINST GOD'S ANOINTED.

F)
In The Lake Of Fire Forever.

THIS WILL BE THE DEVIL'S FINAL FUTURE LOCATION.

REV. 20:10

FINALLY, Satan will be cast into the lake of fire and brimstone and shall be in torment day and night FOREVER.
THE LIMITATIONS OF SATAN.

As one compiles and analyzes the many Biblical passages on the devil, it becomes evident that HE IS THE MOST POWERFUL CREATURE IN ALL GOD'S UNIVERSE.  This depraved and deadly enemy possesses more strength and "savvy" than any Archangel or saint.

BUT IN SPITE OF ALL THIS, HE IS STILL A CREATURE AND NOT THE CREATOR.  Because of this blessed truth, his power and knowledge are limited.  We shall now consider the RESTRICTIONS of Satan.

A)
He Is Not Omnipresent.

The devil cannot be in China, Perth, and Cuba at the same instant.  However, this is not by any means to say that believers in those areas cannot be tempted at the same instant, FOR SATAN HAS LITERALLY MILLIONS OF FALLEN ANGELS TO DO HIS BIDDING, THUS EXTENDING HIS MINISTRY UNIVERSALLY.

B)
He Is Not Omnipotent.

While he is still the strongest creature in the universe, his power compared to God's IS LIKE AN ANT PITTED AGAINST A MIGHTY ELEPHANT.
C)
He Is Not Omniscient.

The devil has, admittedly, acquired an immense amount of knowledge by simply being around and observing mankind and numerous things during the last 6,000 years, BUT HE IS TOTALLY IGNORANT OF MANY THINGS KNOWN BY THE MOST HUMBLE AND UNEDUCATED BELIEVER.
HE KNOWS NOTHING OF GOD'S LOVE, HIS MERCY, HIS GRACE, AND HIS FORGIVENESS.  THE DEVIL DOES NOT KNOW THE FUTURE, NOR ALL THE SECRETS OF THE PAST.

The question is often asked concerning Satan's reported wisdom and Bible-reading habits.  If he has indeed read the Word of God, THEN DOESN'T HE KNOW HIS DOOM IS SEALED, AND THAT THE LAKE OF FIRE WILL BE HIS ETERNAL IMPRISONMENT ?
HE IS INDEED AWARE OF THESE PROPHECIES, BUT IT MUST BE KEPT IN MIND THAT ACCORDING TO EZEKIEL 28:17, SIN HAS CORRUPTED THE WISDOM OF SATAN TO THE POINT WHERE HE STILL THINKS HE CAN DEFEAT GOD.  SOMETIMES THE MOST CLEVER CRIMINAL IS A PSYCHOPATHIC KILLER.

THE CHRISTIAN'S VICTORY OVER SATAN.

The word NIKAO is found twenty-eight (28) times in the Greek New Testament, and is almost always translated by the word "OVERCOME".  There are three (3) important verses in which this word is used:-

"These things I have spoken to you, that IN ME YOU MAY HAVE PEACE.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD". (Jn. 16:33)

"You are from God, little children, and have OVERCOME them; BECAUSE GREATER IS HE WHO IS IN YOU THAN HE WHO IS IN THE WORLD". (1 Jn. 4:4)

"HE WHO OVERCOMES SHALL INHERIT THESE THINGS, AND I WILL BE HIS GOD AND HE WILL BE MY SON". (Rev. 21:7)

IF LANGUAGE MEANS ANYTHING AT ALL, THESE VERSES PROMISE THE CHILD OF GOD TOTAL VICTORY OVER HIS ENEMY, THE DEVIL.
BUT HOW DOES THE CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE THIS PROMISED VICTORY ? 

He does it by keeping the same fundamental facts in mind that any would-be victor would, whether in the secular or spiritual battlefield.  Here then are four (4) fundamental facts:

A)
HE MUST KNOW HIS OWN WEAKNESSES.

B)
HE MUST KNOW HIS OWN STRENGTH.

C)
HE MUST KNOW THE WEAKNESSES OF HIS ENEMY.

D)
HE MUST KNOW THE STRENGTH OF HIS 
ENEMY.

TO EITHER OVERESTIMATE OR UNDERESTIMATE IN ANY OF THESE FOUR AREAS COULD PROVE TO BE A FATAL ERROR.

In one of his parables, our Lord warns of this very thing:

LUKE 14:28-32

Let us now examine these four facts the victor must be aware of:

A)
THE WEAKNESS OF THE CHRISTIAN.


JN. 15:5-6

Warren W. Wiersbe in his Bible exposition commentary says that when he was first saved, he felt the Christian life was basically a 50/50 proposition.  That is to say, he would carry his 50 PERCENT of the load, and God would assume the remaining half.

But to his dismay he kept dropping his end of the load.  He then suggested to God that they alter the proportions whereby God would carry 60 PERCENT and he would be responsible for the remaining 40 PERCENT.

But alas, this also proved too heavy.  So, Wiersbe reasoned, a 70/30 agreement would surely work.

But again, failure.  Finally, after many years in the work of the Lord, he says that he sometimes thinks that he has things down to a 98/2 arrangement.

Wiersbe concludes by saying that he is still tempted to feel that surely, by now, he must be able to carry on at least 2 PERCENT of the Master's work by himself.  There simply has to be something we can perform in the flesh for God.  However, Jesus said, "FOR WITHOUT ME YOU CAN DO NOTHING".

IN ROMANS 7:18, Paul refers to this very thing:

"For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing:  for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not" (Rom 7:18).

SO THEN, THE FIRST BASIC FACT A CHRISTIAN MUST BE AWARE OF TO ASSURE VICTORY OVER SATAN IS TO KNOW HIS OWN WEAKNESSES.

B)
THE STRENGTH OF THE CHRISTIAN.

This is the SECOND vital principle to be observed in guaranteeing spiritual success.  WHAT, THOUGH, IS OUR CHIEF STRENGTH ?  The answer is:

"I am crucified with Christ:  nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:  and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me"  (Gal. 2:20)

"I can do all things through Him who strengthens me".  

(Phil 4:13)

Through trial and testing, PAUL was "initiated" into the wonderful secret of contentment in spite of poverty and prosperity.  "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me"  (Phil. 4:13).  IT WAS THE POWER OF CHRIST WITHIN HIM THAT GAVE HIM SPIRITUAL CONTENTMENT.
ALL OF NATURE DEPENDS ON HIDDEN RESOURCES.  

THE GREAT TREES send up their roots down into the earth to draw up water and minerals.  RIVERS have their sources in the snow-capped mountains.  The most important part of a tree is the part you cannot see, THE ROOT SYSTEM, and THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF THE CHRISTIAN'S LIFE IS THE PART THAT ONLY GOD SEES.  

Unless we draw on the deep resources of God by faith, we fail against the pressures of life.  Paul depended on the power of Christ at work in his life (see Phil 1:6, 21; 2:12-13; 3:10).  "I CAN-THROUGH CHRIST !" was Pauls motto, and it can be our motto too.

"I AM READY FOR ANYTHING THROUGH THE STRENGTH OF THE ONE WHO LIVES WITHIN ME", is the way J.B.Phillips translates Philippians 4:13.  

THE LIVING BIBLE puts it this way: "I CAN DO EVERYTHING GOD ASKS ME TO WITH THE HELP OF CHRIST WHO GIVES ME THE STRENGTH AND POWER".  No matter which translation you prefer, they all say the same thing: THE CHRISTIAN HAS ALL THE POWER "WITHIN" THAT HE NEEDS TO BE ADEQUATE FOR THE DEMANDS OF LIFE.  WE NEED ONLY RELEASE THIS POWER BY FAITH.
Every Christian ought to ready HUDSON TAYLOR'S SPIRITUAL SECRET, by Dr. and Mrs. Howard Taylor, because it illustrates this principle of INNER POWER IN THE LIFE of a great missionary to China.  

For many years, Hudson Taylor worked hard and felt that he was trusting Christ to meet his needs, but somehow he had no joy or liberty in his ministry.  Then a letter from a friend opened his eyes to the adequacy of Christ.  "IT IS NOT BY TRUSTING MY OWN FAITHFULNESS, BUT BY LOOKING AWAY TO THE FAITHFUL ONE !" he said.  

This was a turning point is his life.  Moment by moment, he drew on the power of Christ for every responsibility of the day, and Christ's power carried him through.

JESUS teaches this same lesson in the SERMON ON THE VINE AND BRANCHES in John 15.  HE IS THE VINE; WE ARE THE BRANCHES.  A branch is good only for bearing fruit; otherwise you may as well burn it.  The branch does not bear fruit through its own self-effort, BUT BY DRAWING ON THE LIFE OF THE VINE.  "For apart from Me you can do nothing" (John 15:5).  

As the believer maintains his communion with Christ, the power of God is there to see him through.  "I AM SELF-SUFFICIENT IN CHRIST'S SUFFICIENCY" (Phil 4:13, AMP).

THE OVERRULING PROVIDENCE OF GOD and the UNFAILING POWER OF GOD are two spiritual resources on which we can draw that we might be adequate for the tasks of life.

C)
THE WEAKNESSES OF SATAN.

THIRDLY, we must fully understand the weaknesses of our enemy.  According to the scriptures, the devil is powerless in the following areas:

1.
HE CANNOT TEMPT A BELIEVER EXCEPT BY GOD'S PERMISSION.  THIS IS BROUGHT OUT VIVIDLY IN JOB 1:8-12.

It should be noted here that in verse 10 SATAN TOLD THE EXACT TRUTH, FOR GOD HAD INDEED MADE A HEDGE ABOUT JOB.  Thus, when a child of God is being subjected to some fiery temptation or trial, he should keep the following thrilling truths in mind.

FIRSTLY, GOD KNOWS EXACTLY HOW MUCH HIS CHILD CAN BEAR.
"For He Himself knows our frame; He is mindful that we are but dust" (Ps. 103:14)

SECOND, He will not allow Satan to go beyond this breaking point.

"No temptation (trial) has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation (trial) will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it". (1 Cor. 10:13)

"TEMPTATION - TRIAL"   "PEIRASMOS"

THE MEANING ACTUALLY DEPENDS OF WHO TEMPTS.

IF IT IS GOD who permits the temptation or trial, it is for the purpose of proving someone or to bring the best out of that person by strengthening them....AND NEVER FOR THE PURPOSE OF CAUSING THAT PERSON TO STUMBLE OR FALL.
IF IT THE DEVIL WHO TEMPTS, THEN IT IS ALWAYS FOR THE EXPRESS PURPOSE OF CAUSING THAT PERSON TO FALL.

THIRDLY, God only allows the temptation or trials in the first place to strengthen and purify us and to bring the best out in us.  In Genesis 50, JOSEPH reviewed with his brothers their former act of treachery in selling him into Egyptian slavery.  He concluded:

"And as for you, you meant evil against me, BUT GOD MEANT IT FOR GOOD in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive". (Gen. 50:20) - see also Rom. 8:28

JAMES and PETER also affirm this THIRD principle.

IN JAMES 1:1-4 we read, 

"James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad, greetings.  CONSIDER IT ALL JOY, MY BRETHREN WHEN YOU ENCOUNTER VARIOUS TRIALS, KNOWING THAT THE TESTING OF YOUR FAITH PRODUCES ENDURANCE.  And LET endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing".  (James 1:1-4)

"Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved (passed the test) he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those that love Him" (James 1:12)

1 PETER 1:6-7 

TURNING TRIALS INTO TRIUMPHS

Perhaps you have seen the bumper sticker that reads:  "WHEN LIFE HANDS YOU A LEMON, MAKE LEMONADE !  It is easier to smile at that statement than to practice it, BUT THE BASIC PHILOSOPHY IS SOUND.  IN FACT, IT IS BIBLICAL.
THROUGHOUT THE BIBLE are people who turned DEFEAT INTO VICTORY and TRIAL INTO TRIUMPH.  Instead of being VICTIMS, they become VICTORS.

JAMES tells us that we can have this same experience today.  NO MATTER WHAT THE TRIALS MAY BE ON THE OUTSIDE OR THE TEMPTATIONS ON THE 
INSIDE THROUGH FAITH IN CHRIST WE CAN EXPERIENCE VICTORY.  THE RESULT OF THIS VICTORY IS SPIRITUAL MATURITY.
If we are going to turn trials into triumphs, we must obey four imperatives:

1)
CONSIDER (COUNT) - "...it all joy.. when you encounter various trials". James 1:2
2)
KNOW - "...that the testing of your faith produces endurance (steadfastness)". 


James 1:3
3)
LET - "...Endurance have its perfect result that you may be mature and complete lacking in nothing".  James 1:4, 9-11
4)
ASK - "....ask in faith without any doubting".  James 1:5-8
Or, to put it another way, there are four essentials for victory in trials:

1)
A JOYFUL ATTITUDE

2)
AN UNDERSTANDING MIND

3)
A SURRENDERED WILL

4)
AND A HEART THAT WANTS TO BELIEVE

Consider (Count) - A Joyful Attitude (James 1:2)

Outlook determines outcome, and attitude determines action.  God tells us to EXPECT TRIALS.  It is not "IF you fall into various testings" or trials but "WHEN you fall into various testings (trials)".

The believer who expects his Christian life to be easy IS IN FOR A SHOCK.  Jesus warned His disciples, "In the world you have tribulation" (John 16:33).  Paul told his converts that "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God".  (Acts 14:22).

Because we are God's "SCATTERED PEOPLE" and not God's "SHELTERED PEOPLE", WE MUST EXPERIENCE TRIALS.  We cannot always expect everything to go our way.  Some trials come SIMPLY BECAUSE WE ARE HUMAN-SICKNESS, ACCIDENTS, DISAPPOINTMENTS, EVEN SEEMING TRAGEDIES.
OTHER TRIALS come BECAUSE WE ARE CHRISTIANS.  PETER emphasizes this is his first letter: "Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you"  (1 Peter 4:12).  Satan fights us, the world opposes us, our old sin nature tempts us to disobey and rebel against God and all of these factors makes FOR A LIFE OF BATTLE.
The key word is COUNT.  It is a financial term, and it means "TO EVALUATE".  Paul used it several times in Philippians 3.  WHEN PAUL BECAME A CHRISTIAN, HE EVALUATED HIS LIFE AND SET NEW GOALS AND PRIORITIES.  Things that were once important to him became "GARBAGE" in the light of his experience with Christ.

When we face the trials of life, we must evaluate them in the light of what God has done for us and is doing for us.

This explains why the dedicated Christian can have joy in the midst of trials:  HE LIVES FOR THE THINGS THAT MATTER MOST.  Even our Lord was able to endure the cross because of "THE JOY THAT WAS SET BEFORE HIM"  (Heb 12:2), THE JOY OF RETURNING TO HEAVEN AND ONE DAY SHARING HIS GLORY WITH HIS CHURCH.
OUR VALUES DETERMINE OUR EVALUATIONS.  If we value COMFORT more than CHARACTER, then trials will upset us.  IF WE VALUE THE MATERIAL AND PHYSICAL MORE THAN THE SPIRITUAL, WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO "COUNT IT  ALL JOY".
IF WE LIVE ONLY FOR THE PRESENT AND FORGET THE FUTURE, THEN TRIALS WILL MAKE US BITTER, NOT BETTER.
JOB had the right outlook when he said, "But He knows the way that I take:  WHEN HE HAS TRIED ME (test, examine, search out, purify) I shall come forth as gold" (Job 23:10).

So, when trials come, immediately give thanks to the Lord and adopt a joyful attitude.

Do not pretend; do not try self-hypnosis; SIMPLY LOOK AT TRIALS THROUGH THE EYES OF FAITH.  OUTLOOK DETERMINES OUTCOME; TO END WITH JOY, BEGIN WITH JOY.
2)
SATAN CANNOT STAND TO BE RESISTED.

"Submit therefore to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you".  (Jas. 4:7)

BUT HOW DOES ONE GO ABOUT RESISTING THE DEVIL ?  James answers this - BY SUBMITTING FIRST TO GOD.
This word os a military term that means "GET INTO YOUR PROPER RANK".  When a buck private acts like the general, there is going to be trouble !  UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER is the only way to complete victory.  If there is any area of the life kept back from God, there will always be battles.  This explains why uncommitted Christians cannot live with themselves or with other people.

"AND DO NOT GIVE THE DEVIL AN OPPORTUNITY", cautions PAUL in Ephesians 4:27.  Satan needs a foothold in our lives if he is going to fight against God; AND WE GIVE HIM THAT FOOTHOLD.  The way to resist the devil is to SUBMIT TO GOD. (OBEY GOD !!)
After KING DAVID committed adultery with BATHSHEBA, and killed her husband, he hid his sins for almost a year.  There was war between him and God, and David had declared it.  IN PSALMS 32 AND 51 we discover the high price David paid to be at war with God.  When he finally submitted to God, David experienced peace and joy.  This too he recorded in Psalms 32 and 51.  SUBMISSION IS AN ACT OF THE WILL; it is saying' "NOT MY WILL BUT THINE BE DONE".
SATAN enjoys a lively debate (like the one he carried on with EVE in Genesis 3), BUT HE CANNOT TOLERATE BEING RESISTED. 

A word of caution here:  NEVER discuss things with Satan or his associates.  EVE made this mistake, and we all know the sad consequences.

Also, NEVER TRY TO FIGHT SATAN in your own way.  RESIST HIM THE WAY JESUS DID, WITH THE WORD OF GOD (Matt 4:1-11).

NEVER get the idea that you are the only one going through these battles, because "YOUR BRETHREN THAT ARE IN THE WORLD" ARE FACING THE SAME TRIALS.
We must pray for one another and encourage each other in the Lord.  And we must remember that OUR PERSONAL VICTORIES WILL HELP OTHERS, JUST AS THEIR VICTORIES WILL HELP US.
Had PETER obeyed these three instructions the night Jesus was arrested, HE WOULD NOT HAVE GONE TO SLEEP IN THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE, ATTACKED MALCHUS, OR DENIED THE LORD.
He did not take the Lord's warning seriously; IN FACT, HE ARGUED WITH HIM !  Nor did he recognize Satan when the adversary inflated his ego with pride, told him he did not have to "watch and pray", and then incited him to use his sword.  HAD PETER LISTENED TO THE LORD AND RESISTED THE ENEMY, HE WOULD HAVE ESCAPED ALL THOSE FAILURES.
BOTH PETER AND JAMES GIVE US THE SAME FORMULA FOR SUCCESS:  "Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you".  BEFORE WE CAN STAND BEFORE SATAN, WE MUST BOW BEFORE GOD.  PETER RESISTED THE LORD AND ENDED UP SUBMITTING TO SATAN !
The Christian can successfully resist the devil if he does the following:-

FIRSTLY, HE MUST KNOW HOW THE DEVIL ATTACKS.  Paul warns of this.

"In order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his SCHEMES". (2 Cor. 2:11)

BUT WHAT ARE HIS SCHEMES ?  During the final section of this study we will briefly consider the SIXTEEN (16) DEADLY SNARES OF THE DEVIL.
SECONDLY, THE BELIEVER MUST STAND GUARD WAITING FOR SATAN TO ATTACK.
"Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your adversary the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour". (1 Pet 5:8)

SATAN is an extremely dangerous enemy.  He has great power and intelligence, and a host of demons to assist him in his attacks against God's people.  He is a formidable enemy and we must never joke about him, ignore him, nor underestimate his abilities.  

However, a part of "BEING OF SOBER SPIRIT" means that WE DO NOT TRY TO LAY THE BLAME ON SATAN AND DEMONS FOR EVERY PROBLEM THAT OCCURS TO US IN LIFE.  Unfortunately some people blame Satan and demons for everything from A HEADACHE, FLAT TYRE AND HIGH RENT !
THIRDLY, THE BELIEVER MUST HAVE ON THE PROPER PROTECTION WHEN SATAN ATTACKS.

EPHESIANS 6:10-17  -  

THE APOSTLE PAUL, of course, spent the last part of his ministry IN A ROMAN PRISON (Acts 28).  Doubtless he had many opportunities to watch his ROMAN GUARDS put on their full battle armour.  As the book of EPHESIANS was written during this time, IT SEEMS VERY PROBABLE THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT LED PAUL TO TAKE EACH PIECE OF ARMOUR AND APPLY IT TO THE CHRISTIAN FIGHT AGAINST SATAN.  It has often been observed that Paul lists no armour protection piece for the BACK PARTS.  The reason is obvious, of course.  THE ROMAN SOLDIER WAS NEVER EXPECTED TO TURN HIS BACK TO THE ENEMY.

3) SATAN CANNOT STAND THE BLOOD OF CHRIST, NOR THE POSITIVE TESTIMONY OF THE CHRISTIAN.

"And they overcame him because of the blood of the lamb and because of the Word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even to death".  (Rev. 12:11)

CHRIST'S SHED BLOOD GIVES US OUR PERFECT STANDING BEFORE GOD (1 John 1:5-2:2).  But OUR WITNESS TO GOD'S WORD and OUR WILLINGNESS to lay down our lives for Christ defeats Satan as well.

SATAN IS NOT EQUAL TO GOD; HE IS NOT OMNIPOTENT, OMNIPRESENT, OR OMNISCIENT.  His power is limited and his tactics must fail when God's people TRUST THE POWER OF THE BLOOD AND THE WORD OF GOD.
Nothing Satan does can rob us of "THE SALVATION, AND THE POWER, AND THE KINGDOM OF OUR GOD, AND THE AUTHORITY OF HIS CHRIST" (Rev 12:10), if we are yielded to Him.  God's great purposes will be fulfilled !

Believers in any age or situation can rejoice in this victory, no matter how difficult their experiences may be.  OUR WARFARE IS NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD, BUT AGAINST THE SPIRITUAL FORCES OF THE WICKED ONE; AND THESE HAVE BEEN DEFEATED BY OUR SAVIOUR (Eph 6:10ff; note also Eph 1:15-23).

D)
The Strength Of Satan.
This is the FOURTH and final principle one must grasp to assure victory - THE STRONG POINTS OF HIS ENEMY.  The following list could well be called "THE SIXTEEN (16) DEADLY "Ds" OR SNARES OF THE DEVIL".

1)
DISAPPOINTMENT.
WHO HAS NOT EXPERIENCED THIS EMOTION LITERALLY HUNDREDS OF TIMES ?  But to the knowledgable Christian ALL DISAPPOINTMENTS ARE HIS (GOD'S) APPOINTMENTS, and must be viewed as such, lest Satan gain the advantage.  TO BE DISAPPOINTED IS TO FORGET ROMANS 8:28.

"And we know that God causes ALL THINGS to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose".

2)
DISCOURAGEMENT.
DISCOURAGEMENT is the second stage of disappointment.  Much discouragement can be caused by the devil.  An event from church history is reported concerning the great reformer, MARTIN LUTHER.  

FOR DAYS HE HAD BEEN IN THE VALLEY OF DISCOURAGEMENT.  THE POPE WAS TRYING TO KILL HIM.  Some of his friends had shunned him.  Suddenly he noticed his godly wife coming downstairs dressed in black as if in mourning.

"WOMAN, WHERE ARE YOU GOING ?"  HE ASKED.

"TO A FUNERAL, HUSBAND", SHE REPLIED.

"OH, BUT WHO DIED ?"  HE SAID.

"GOD DID", SHE SOFTLY ANSWERED.

WITH THAT THE GREAT REFORMER EXPLODED WITH RIGHTEOUS INDIGNATION.  IT WASN'T ENOUGH THAT THE POPE WAS TRYING TO KILL HIM, BUT NOW HE MUST DEAL WITH BLASPHEMY IN HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD.

"WOMAN, WHO TOLD YOU SUCH A THING ?"  HE DEMANDED.
Looking him straight in the eye (as only a wife can do) she said:  "YOU DID, MARTIN!  THE WAY YOU'VE BEEN ACTING THE PAST FEW WEEKS, I WAS SURE YOU HAD SOMEHOW FOUND OUT THAT GOD WAS DEAD!"  
AT THAT POINT LUTHER KNELT AND ASKED BOTH GOD AND HIS WIFE TO FORGIVE HIM FOR HIS DISCOURAGEMENT.
TO BE DISCOURAGED IS TO FORGET 1 SAMUEL 30:6:

"Moreover David was greatly distressed because the people spoke of stoning him, for all the people were embittered, each one because of his sons and his daughters.  BUT DAVID STRENGTHENED HIMSELF IN THE LORD HIS GOD".

Amid all this distress David's spiritual discernment comes to the fore.  HE FOUND STRENGTH IN THE RIGHT PERSON, THE LORD, HIS GOD.
3)
DESPAIR.
DESPAIR is the THIRD AND FINAL STAGE OF DISAPPOINTMENT AND DISCOURAGEMENT.  Unless checked it can prove fatal to the Christian Life.  TO DESPAIR IS TO FORGET 2 CORINTHIANS 4:7-10.

"But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing greatness of the power may be of God and not from ourselves.


We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body".

The believer is simply A "JAR OF CLAY", it is THE TREASURE WITHIN THE VESSEL that gives the vessel its value.  The image of the vessel is a recurring one in Scripture, and from it we can learn many lessons.

TO BEGIN WITH, God has made us the way we are so that we do the work He wants us to do.  GOD SAID OF PAUL, "He is a chosen vessel of Mine, to bear My Name before the Gentiles and Kings, and the sons of Israel"  (Acts 9:15).

No Christian should ever complain to God because of his lack of gifts or abilities, or because of his limitations or handicaps.  PSALM 139:13-16 indicates that OUR VERY GENETIC STRUCTURE IS IN THE HANDS OF GOD.  EACH OF US MUST ACCEPT HIMSELF AND BE HIMSELF.
THE IMPORTANT THING ABOUT A VESSEL IS THAT IT BE CLEAN, EMPTY, AND AVAILABLE FOR SERVICE.  Each of us must seek to become "a vessel for honour, sanctified [set apart], useful to the Master, and prepared for every good work"  (2 Tim 2:21).  We are vessels so that God might use us.  WE ARE EARTHEN VESSELS SO THAT WE MIGHT DEPEND ON GOD'S POWER AND NOT OUR OWN.
WE MUST FOCUS ON THE TREASURE AND NOT ON THE VESSEL.  Paul was not afraid of suffering or trials, because he knew that GOD WOULD GUARD THE VESSEL SO LONG AS PAUL WAS GUARDING THE TREASURE (see 1 Tim 1:11; 6:20).  "According to the GLORIOUS GOSPEL of the blessed God, WITH WHICH I HAVE BEEN ENTRUSTED"  (1 Tim. 1:11)

GOD PERMITS TRIALS, GOD CONTROLS TRIALS, AND GOD USES  TRIALS FOR HIS OWN GLORY.  GOD IS GLORIFIED THROUGH WEAK VESSELS.
THE MISSIONARY who opened INLAND CHINA to the Gospel, J.Hudson Taylor, used to say, "All God's giants have been weak men who did great things for God because they reckoned on Him being with them.

SOMETIMES GOD PERMITS OUR VESSELS TO BE JARRED BY TRIALS SO THAT SOME OF THE TREASURE WILL SPILL OUT AND ENRICH OTHERS.  SUFFERING reveals not only the weakness of man but also THE GLORY OF GOD.

Not only must we focus on the treasure and not on the vessel, BUT WE MUST ALSO FOCUS ON THE MASTER AND NOT ON THE SERVANT.  If we suffer, it is for Jesus' sake.  IF AND WHEN WE DIE TO SELF, IT IS SO THAT THE LIFE OF CHRIST MIGHT BE REVEALED IN US.

IF WE GO THROUGH TRIALS, IT IS SO THAT CHRIST MIGHT BE GLORIFIED AND OUR FAITH STRENGTHENED.
4)
DOUBT.
Satan used this deadly snare for the first time in the Garden of Eden.  He began his attack upon EVE by doubting the Word of God.


"And he said to the woman, "Indeed, has God said "You shall not eat from every tree of the garden ?".  (Gen 3:1)

TO DOUBT IS TO FORGET 1 TIMOTHY 2:8:

"Therefore I want the men in every place to pray lifting up holy hands (indicating a right relationship Godward) without wrath and dissension (doubting)". [Indicating a right relationship manward].

5)
DISBELIEF.

DISBELIEF is but the final form of doubt.  This was vividly demonstrated in EDEN.  As we have already noted, SATAN began by doubting God's Word in Genesis 3:1.  He then finished (when he realized he had Eve's ear) BY DENYING THE COMMAND OF THE LORD.


"And the serpent said to the woman, "You surely shall not die !  For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil".  (Gen. 3:4,5)

TO DISBELIEVE IS TO FORGET HEBREWS 3:12:

"Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God".

TAKE CARE TO WHAT ?  

TO THE SAD HISTORY OF THE NATION OF ISRAEL AND THE IMPORTANT LESSON IT TEACHES.  God had delivered His people from Egypt and had cared for them, revealing His power in many signs and wonders.

ISRAEL SAW ALL OF THIS AND BENEFITED FROM IT, BUT THE EXPERIENCE DID NOT BRING THEM CLOSER TO GOD OR MAKE THEM TRUST HIM MORE.
All that God did for them did not benefit them SPIRITUALLY.  In fact, JUST THE OPPOSITE TOOK PLACE:  they hardened their hearts against God !  They put God to the test and He did not fail them; YET THEY FAILED HIM.
THE HEART OF EVERY PROBLEM IS A PROBLEM IN THE HEART.  The people of Israel (except Moses, Joshua and Caleb) went astray in their hearts (Heb 3:10), which means that THEIR HEARTS WANDERED FROM GOD AND HIS WORD.
THEY ALSO HAD EVIL HEARTS OF UNBELIEF (Heb 3:12); THEY DID NOT BELIEVE THAT GOD WOULD GIVE THEM VICTORY IN CANAAN.  They had seen God perform great signs in Egypt.  YET THEY DOUBTED HE WAS ADEQUATE FOR THE CHALLENGE OF CANAAN.
When a person has an erring heart and a disbelieving heart, THE RESULT WILL ALSO BE A HARD HEART.  This is A HEART THAT IS INSENSITIVE TO THE WORD AND WORK OF GOD.
So hard was the heart of Israel that the people even wanted to return to Egypt !  IMAGINE WANTING TO EXCHANGE THEIR FREEDOM UNDER GOD FOR SLAVERY IN EGYPT !  Of course, all this history spoke to the hearts of the readers of this letter because THEY WERE IN DANGER OF "GOING BACK" THEMSELVES.
God's judgement fell on Israel in the wilderness at KADESH BARNEA.  That entire generation was condemned to die, and only the new generation would enter the land.  God said, "THEY SHALL NOT ENTER INTO MY REST" 

(Heb 3:11)

BUT WHAT MESSAGE DOES THIS BRING TO A BELIEVER TODAY ?  No believer today, JEW OR GENTILE, could go back into the Mosaic legal system since the temple is gone and there is no priesthood.  But every believer is tempted by Satan and the world to give up his confession of Christ and go back into THE WORLD SYSTEM'S LIFE OF COMPROMISE AND BONDAGE.  

THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE DURING TIMES OF PERSECUTION AND SUFFERING.  The fires of persecution have always purified the church because SUFFERING SEPARATES TRUE BELIEVERS FROM THE COUNTERFEIT.  

True believers are willing to suffer for Christ and they hold firmly to their convictions and their confession of faith 

(see Heb 3:6, 14).

THE SIN OF ISRAEL is stated in Hebrews 3:12-"FALLING AWAY FROM THE LIVING GOD".  The Greek word gives us our English word "APOSTASY".  This is the only place this word is used in Hebrews.

Does "APOSTASY" mean abandoning one's faith and therefore being condemned forever ?  That does not fit into this context. 

ISRAEL departed from the living God BY REFUSING GOD'S WILL FOR THEIR LIVES AND STUBBORNLY WANTING TO GO THEIR OWN WAY BACK TO EGYPT.
God did not permit them to return to Egypt.  Rather, HE DISCIPLINED THEM IN THE WILDERNESS.  GOD DID NOT ALLOW HIS PEOPLE TO RETURN TO BONDAGE.
6)
DISTRACTION.
This snare of the devil can be a very subtle one, for often the distractions are not in themselves bad.  In fact, they may be good and wholesome.  For example, it is so easy to be distracted from God's perfect Will BY ONE'S OWN FAMILY OR EMPLOYMENT.  It has been rightly said that often the real enemy of the BEST is not the WORST, BUT THE GOOD.
TO BE DISTRACTED IS TO FORGET MATTHEW 14:30:

But seeing the wind, he became afraid, and beginning to sink, he cried out, saying, "Lord, save me !".

WHAT CAUSED PETER TO SINK ?  His faith began to waver BECAUSE HE TOOK HIS EYES OFF THE LORD AND BEGAN TO LOOK AT THE CIRCUMSTANCES AROUND HIM.  HE WAS DISTRACTED !
"WHY DID YOU DOUBT ?"  Jesus asked him in Matt 14:31.  This word translated DOUBT carries the meaning of "STANDING UNCERTAINLY AT TWO WAYS".  Peter started out with great faith but ended up with little faith BECAUSE HE SAW TWO WAYS INSTEAD OF ONE.
We must give PETER credit for knowing that he was sinking and for crying out to the Lord for help.  He cried out when he was "BEGINNING TO SINK" and NOT WHEN HE WAS DROWNING.
PERHAPS this incident came to PETER'S MIND years later when he wrote in his first epistle:  "FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE UPON THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HIS EARS ATTEND TO THEIR PRAYER" (1 Peter 3:12).

This experience was difficult for Peter, BUT IT HELPED HIM TO GROW IN HIS KNOWLEDGE OF HIMSELF AND OF THE LORD.

The storms of life are not easy, BUT THEY ARE NECESSARY.  They teach us to trust Jesus Christ alone and to obey His Word no matter what the circumstances may be.  It has well been said, "FAITH IS NOT BELIEVING IN SPITE OF EVIDENCE, BUT OBEYING IN SPITE OF CONSEQUENCE".

7)
DOUBLEMINDEDNESS.
HOW MANY BELIEVERS HAVE BEEN AFFECTED BY THIS D-VIRUS !  The Scriptures are replete with examples.  Consider but a few:

MATTHEW 6:24

EPHESIANS 4.14

1 JOHN 2:15-17

THE NEW TESTAMENT WORD which describes a double-minded man in the Greek literally means "A TWO-SOULED MAN".  HE IS LIKE A CORK, FLOATING ON A WAVE, NOW CARRIED TO THE SHORE, NOW AWAY FROM IT.

THE ANCIENT WRITER OF MYTHS, AESOP, DESCRIBED A DOUBLE-MINDED PERSON WHEN HE WROTE ABOUT A TIME WHEN THE BEASTS AND THE FOWLS WERE ENGAGED IN WAR.

THE BAT TRIED TO BELONG TO BOTH PARTIES.  WHEN THE BIRDS WERE VICTORIOUS, HE WOULD WING AROUND TELLING EVERYONE THAT HE WAS A BIRD; WHEN THE BEASTS WON A FIGHT, HE WOULD WALK AROUND ASSURING EVERYONE THAT HE WAS A BEAST.

BUT SOON HIS HYPOCRISY WAS DISCOVERED BY BOTH THE BEASTS AND THE BIRDS.  HE HAD TO HIDE HIMSELF, AND NOW HE CAN APPEAR OPENLY ONLY BY NIGHT.
A more modern story comes to us from the AMERICAN CIVIL WAR concerning A NEUTRAL OBSERVER attempting to escape after being accidentally trapped in a furious battle.  

HOPING TO CONTINUE NEUTRAL, HE PUT ON A PAIR OF CONFEDERATE PANTS AND A YANKEE COAT and dashed across no-man's land, only to be immediately shot down by both sides.  BOTH PANTS AND COAT WERE LITERALLY RIDDLED WITH BULLETS.
TO BE DOUBLE-MINDED IS TO FORGET JAMES 1:8 AND 4:8:

"A double minded man is unstable in all his ways".


"Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double minded".

8)
DISHONESTY.
THE WAYS SATAN CAN INFLICT THIS DEADLY SNARE UPON CHRISTIANS ARE ALMOST WITHOUT NUMBER.  THE CHILD OF GOD NEED NOT SIMPLY LIE OR STEAL TO BE DISHONEST.  TO HOLD BACK CERTAIN FACTS IN A GIVEN SITUATION MAY BE DISHONEST.  

TO OWE GOD OFFERINGS IS DISHONEST.  

TO BE LESS THAN WE SHOULD BE AS PASTORS, PARENTS, OR WORKERS IS TO CHEAT OUR PEOPLE AND CHILDREN AND THUS BECOME DISHONEST.  

It is estimated that over one-half billion dollars each year is raised by FALSE "FAITH HEALERS" (who cannot do what they claim) and SMOOTH-TALKING LIBERAL THEOLOGIANS (who do not believe what they say).

TO BE DISHONEST IS TO FORGET 2 CORINTHIANS 4:2:

"But we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the Word of God, but by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God".

A CHRISTIAN IS TO HAVE AN OPEN WALK  "But we have renounced the things hidden because of shame NOT WALKING IN CRAFTINESS......" 

A CHRISTIAN IS TO HAVE AN OPEN TALK .."Or adulterating the Word of God, but by the MANIFESTATION OF TRUTH commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God".

THIS HONESTY AND OPENNESS BY CHRISTIANS IS ABSOLUTELY VITAL, FOR UNBELIEVERS ARE ALREADY BLINDED BY SATAN AND SHOULD NOT SUFFER ADDITIONAL HARM BY THE LIVES OF DISHONEST AND DECEITFUL CHRISTIANS.
9)
DECEIT.

The word DECEIT is found many times in the New Testament.  As one considers them, it is amazing just how many occur in those passages dealing either with the WORD OF GOD or THE LAST DAYS, OR BOTH.  Note but a few of these:

2 THESS. 2:8-12

2 COR. 2:17

2 COR. 4:1-2

2 COR. 11:13

2 JOHN 1:7

IN OTHER WORDS, THE DEVIL'S BIG "D" IN THE LAST DAYS IS DECEIT.  On the one hand, THE WEIRD CULTS of our day deceive people by attempting to ADD to God's Word, while the LIBERAL THEOLOGIANS practice deception by taking AWAY from the Scriptures.  Jesus Himself apparently warns against both deceiving groups in His last spoken message.

REV. 22:16-19

TO BE DECEITFUL IS TO FORGET JEREMIAH 17:9:
"The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick:  who can understand it ?".

Most Christians quote only this verse, but not the following VERSE 10 which I believe is equally as important:-

"I the Lord search the heart, I test the mind even to give to each man according to his ways, according to the results of his deeds (Jer. 17:10).

10)
DULLNESS.

There may be some disagreement concerning the author of the book of HEBREWS, or even questions concerning the location of the recipients.  BUT THERE IS NO DOUBT ABOUT THE SPIRITUAL CONDITION OF THE READERS.

IN A WORD, they suffered from DULLNESS.  The author reminded them of the need among their group for sound Bible teachers to stem the tide of iniquity and apostasy prevalent even in that day.  But, the author concluded, they simply could not be used.  He sadly states why:


"Concerning Him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, SINCE YOU HAVE BECOME DULL OF HEARING.  For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.  For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.  But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil". (Heb. 5:11-14)

THIS DULLNESS was also infecting the church at CORINTH.  Listen to PAUL'S STERN ADMONITION to them in 1 Corinthians 3:1-3:-


"And I brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to babes in Christ.  I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it.  Indeed, even now you are not yet able, for you are still fleshly.  For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men ?". (1 Cor. 3:1-3)

TO SUFFER DULLNESS IS TO FORGET 
HEBREWS 5:11:

"Concerning Him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, SINCE YOU HAVE BECOME DULL OF HEARING".

THE WRITER is about to begin his explanation of THE HEAVENLY PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST, but he is not sure his readers are ready for what he has to teach.  THE PROBLEM IS NOT THAT HE IS A DULL TEACHER, BUT THAT THEY ARE DULL HEARERS !
The word translated "DULL" in Hebrews 5:11 is translated "SLUGGISH OR SLOTHFUL" in Hebrews 6:12.  It refers to A CONDITION OF SPIRITUAL APATHY AND LAZINESS THAT PREVENTS SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT.
WHAT, THEN, ARE THE MARKS OF SPIRITUAL IMMATURITY ?

AA)
DULLNESS TOWARD THE WORD OF GOD.
These believers started on their "BACKWARD JOURNEY" by DRIFTING FROM THE WORD (Heb 2:1-4), and then DOUBTING THE WORD (Heb 3:7-4:13).  As a result, they were now "DULL OF HEARING"; that is, UNABLE TO LISTEN TO THE WORD, RECEIVE IT, AND ACT ON IT.
They did not have the attitude of the THESSALONIANS:  

"And for this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received from us the word of God's message, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe" (1 Thes 2:13).

One of the FIRST SYMPTOMS of spiritual regression, or backsliding, is A DULLNESS TOWARD THE BIBLE.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS IS DULL, THE PREACHING IS DULL, ANYTHING SPIRITUAL IS DULL !!  

The problem is usually not with the Sunday School teacher or the pastor, BUT WITH THE BELIEVER HIMSELF.
BB)
INABILITY TO SHARE.

The ability to share spiritual truth with others is A MARK OF MATURITY.  Not all Christians have the gift of teaching, BUT ALL CAN SHARE WHAT THEY LEARN FROM THE WORD.

One of the hardest lessons CHILDREN must learn is THE LESSON OF SHARING.  The recipients of this letter had been saved long enough to be able to share God's truth with others.  But, instead of helping others to grow, these Hebrew Christians were in need of learning again the simple teachings of the Christians life.  THEY WERE EXPERIENCING A SECOND CHILDHOOD ! 

CC)
A "BABY FOOD" DIET  (VV. 12B-13).

MILK IS PREDIGESTED FOOD, and it is specially suited to babies.  BUT ONLY THOSE WHO HAVE TEETH CAN ENJOY MEAT.  The writer defines the "MILK" as "THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES OF THE ORACLES OF GOD" (Heb 5:12).

THE "MEAT" OF THE WORD IS THE TEACHING ABOUT OUR LORD'S MINISTRY NOW IN HEAVEN AS OUR HIGH PRIEST.  The writer wanted to give this "MEAT" to them, BUT THEY WERE NOT READY FOR IT.
The "MILK" of the Word refers to WHAT JESUS CHRIST DID ON EARTH - HIS BIRTH, LIFE, TEACHING, DEATH, BURIAL, AND RESURRECTION.  The "MEAT" of the Word refers to WHAT JESUS CHRIST IS DOING NOW IN HEAVEN.
WE BEGIN the Christian life on the basis of HIS FINISHED WORK ON EARTH.
WE GROW in the Christian life on the basis of HIS UNFINISHED WORK IN HEAVEN.
OF COURSE, even the maturest adult NEVER OUT GROWS MILK.  As believers, we can still learn much from our Lord's work on earth.  BUT WE MUST NOT STOP THERE !  We must make spiritual progress, and we can do this only if we learn about Christ's Priestly Ministry for us in heaven.  (Read Heb. 13:20-21 for a summary of what the Lord wants to do for His people now).

DD)
UNSKILFUL IN USING THE WORD.
AS WE GROW IN THE WORD, we learn to use it IN DAILY LIFE.  As we APPLY THE WORD, we exercise our "spiritual senses" and develop spiritual discernment.

It is a characteristic of LITTLE CHILDREN that THEY LACK DISCERNMENT.  A baby will put anything into its mouth.  AN IMMATURE BELIEVER WILL LISTEN TO ANY PREACHER ON THE RADIO OR TELEVISION AND NOT BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY WHETHER OR NOT HE IS TRUE TO THE SCRIPTURES.
Just as our PHYSICAL BODIES have senses without which we could not function, SO OUR INNER "SPIRITUAL MAN" HAS "SPIRITUAL SENSES".  For example: "O taste and see that the Lord is good" (Ps 34:8).  "But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear" (Matt 13:16).

As we FEED on the Word of God and APPLY IT in daily life, our inner "spiritual senses" get their exercise and become strong and keen.  PAUL called this process DISCIPLING OURSELVES FOR THE PURPOSE OF GODLINESS 

(1 Tim 4:7-8).

The ability to discern good and evil is a vital part in Christian maturity.  THE NATION OF ISRAEL IN MOSE'S DAY LACKED THIS DISCERNMENT AND FAILED TO CLAIM ITS PROMISED INHERITANCE.
The readers of Hebrews were in danger of making the same mistake.  IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO STAND STILL IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE: WE EITHER GO FORWARD AND CLAIM GOD'S BLESSING, OR WE GO BACKWARD AND WANDER ABOUT AIMLESSLY.
A Pastor once said that "Most Christians are "betweeners".  When asked what he meant by that, he replied:-

"THEY ARE BETWEEN EGYPT AND CANAAN-OUT OF THE PLACE OF DANGER, BUT NOT YET INTO THE PLACE OF REST AND RICH INHERITANCE".

"THEY ARE BETWEEN GOOD FRIDAY AND EASTER SUNDAY- SAVED BY THE BLOOD OF CHRIST BUT NOT YET ENJOYING NEWNESS OF RESURRECTION LIFE".

ARE YOU A "BETWEENER ?"

THE CALL TO SPIRITUAL MATURITY.

No one can escape coming into the world as a baby because that is the only way to get here !  BUT IT IS TRAGIC WHEN A BABY FAILS TO MATURE !  

No matter how much parents and grandparents love to hold and cuddle a baby, IT IS THEIR GREAT DESIRE THAT THE BABY GROWS UP AND ENJOYS A FULL LIFE AS A MATURE ADULT.
GOD HAS THE SAME DESIRE FOR HIS CHILDREN.  THAT IS WHY HE CALLS TO US, "PRESS ON TO MATURITY !" in Hebrews 6:1.

If we are going to make progress, we have to leave the childhood things behind and go forward in spiritual growth.  Hebrews 6:1 literally reads. "Therefore, having left [ONCE AND FOR ALL] the elementary lessons [THE ABCs] of the teaching of Christ let us PRESS ON TO MATURITY....".

When I was in KINDERGARTEN, the teacher taught us our ABCs.  (We didn't have television to teach us in those days).

You learn your ABCs so that you might read words, sentences, books-in fact, anything in literature.  BUT YOU DO NOT KEEP LEARNING THE BASICS.  YOU USE THE BASICS TO GO TO BETTER THINGS !!
11)
DEADNESS.
DEADNESS IS SIMPLY UNCHECKED DULLNESS.  A summary of God's overall plan concerning sin and the sinner is that whereas we were once DEAD IN SIN ....after receiving God's marvellous grace, we now are to be DEAD TO SIN.  Note:

EPHESIANS 2:1,5

ROMANS 6:1,2,11

Thus, we are to be DEAD TO SIN, BUT ALIVE TO GOD IN CHRIST JESUS.  BUT MANY BELIEVERS HAVE ALLOWED SATAN TO TWIST THESE TWO FACTS, WHEREBY THEY BECOME DEAD TO GOD IN CHRIST JESUS AND ALIVE TO SIN.

JAMES 2:17,26

TO SUFFER DEADNESS IS TO FORGET REVELATION 3:1:

"And to the angel of the church in Sardis write:  He who has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars, says this:  I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, BUT YOU ARE DEAD".

VERNON McGEE in his book "Reveling Through Revelation" says:-
"THIS IS THE PICTURE OF PROTESTANISM.  The great truths which were recovered in THE REFORMATION have been SURRENDERED BY A COMPROMISING CHURCH.
Although the great denominations and churches still repeat by rote the creeds of the church; IN MIND, HEART AND LIFE THEY HAVE REPUDIATED THEM !!
Imposing programmes, elaborate rituals, and multiplication of organizations have been substituted for the Word of God and real spiritual life.

THERE IS ACTIVITY, BUT NO ACTIONS, MOTION WITHOUT MOVEMENT, PROMOTION WITHOUT PROGRESS, AND PROGRAMMES WITHOUT POWER.

ALTHOUGH THE OUTWARD FORM REMAINS, THE LIVING CREATURE HAS VACATED THE SHELL !!" 

12)
DELAY.

AT THE GREAT WHITE JUDGEMENT THRONE IT MAY BE REVEALED THAT THIS DEADLY SNARE OF THE DEVIL HAS BEEN USED TO DAMN MORE SOULS TO HELL THAN ANY OTHER.
IT HAS BEEN REMARKED THAT MANY A MAN IS IN HELL TODAY WHO MEANT TO GET SAVED AT THE ELEVENTH HOUR, BUT WHO DIED AT TEN-THIRTY.  INDEED, DEATH KEEPS NO CALENDAR !!.

It should be made clear to all unbelievers the terrible danger of PROCRASTINATION, FOR GOD HAS NEVER PROMISED TO SAVE ANYONE TOMORROW.  Both JAMES and the AUTHOR OF HEBREWS warn of this danger.

HEBREWS 4:7-8

JAMES 4:13-15

TO DELAY IS TO FORGET PROVERBS 27:1:

"Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth".

13)
DISCORD.
It has been rightly observed that far more Bible-believing churches have been split over DISPOSITION than POSITION.  This is to say the tragic cause of a split is usually DISCORD RATHER THAN DOCTRINE.  Some troublemaker begins his or her deadly gossip in a local church, raising questions and doubts in the minds of people, doubts that otherwise would have never been entertained.

HOW EFFECTIVELY SATAN USES THIS TOOL, AND HOW PAINFUL IT WILL BE AT THE BEMA JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST FOR THE CARNAL SOWERS OF DISCORD.  TO SOW DISCORD IS TO FORGET PROVERBS 6:16-19:

"There are six things which the LORD hates, yes, seven which are an abomination to Him:  Haughty eyes, A LYING TONGUE, And hands that shed innocent blood, A HEART THAT DEVISES WICKED PLANS, FEET THAT RUN RAPIDLY TO EVIL, A FALSE WITNESS WHO UTTERS LIES, AND ONE WHO SPREADS STRIFE AMONG BROTHERS".
14)
DEFILEMENT.

Several hundred young people once stood at the altar of the famed MOODY MEMORIAL CHURCH IN CHICAGO to answer the call for full-time Christian service.  The speaker, DR. VANCE HAVNER, looked down at this group and uttered a rather strange statement.  He said:  "Young people, God is pleased that you have come to this prayer altar.  BUT DO NOT PRAY, "LORD, USE ME".  HAVNER then went on to explain his statement.  "YOU NEED NOT ASK HIM TO USE YOU.  HE'LL DO THAT ALL RIGHT!  IN FACT, HE'LL WEAR YOU OUT, FOR THERE'S NOT ENOUGH OF YOU TO GO AROUND AS IT IS!  WHAT YOU SHOULD PRAY, THEREFORE, IS "LORD MAKE ME USEABLE".
GOD DOES NOT REQUIRE GOLDEN VESSEL, NOR SILVER CONTAINERS, BUT HE INSISTS UPON CLEAN ONES.  A BELIEVER WHO DEFILES HIMSELF WITH THE THINGS OF THIS WORLD CAN NEVER BE USED BY GOD, REGARDLESS OF HIS EDUCATION, ABILITY, ENERGY, OR EXPERIENCE.
TO BECOME DEFILED IS TO FORGET 

1 CORINTHIANS 3:16, 17:

"Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you ?   If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are".

15)
DEFAME.

HOW OFTEN ARE CHRISTIANS GUILTY OF CRITICIZING OR BELITTLING OTHER BELIEVERS.  IN FACT, SOME OF THE MOST CUTTING REMARKS A CHILD OF GOD MAY RECEIVE ARE AT THE HANDS OF ANOTHER CHILD OF GOD.  

We should be very careful in guarding against this satanic snare, for all believers will gain or suffer rewards at the BEMA Judgement on account of it.

HEBREWS 6:10

MATTHEW 10:41-42

TO DEFAME SOMEONE IS TO FORGET PSALM 101:5:

"Whoever secretly slanders his neighbour, him I will destroy; no one who has a haughty look and an arrogant heart will I endure".

16)
DISOBEDIENCE.
THERE ARE TWO FAMOUS MEN BY THE NAME OF "SAUL" in the BIBLE.  ONE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT AND ONE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

A very profitable study can be made by comparing and contrasting these two (2) men.  BOTH WERE FROM THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN (1 Sam. 9:2, Phil. 3:5).

ONE WAS TALL AND IMPRESSIVE, THE OTHER, SHORT AND UNIMPRESSIVE (1 Sam. 9:2, 2 Cor. 10:10; Gal 4:13, 14).

THE FIRST BEGAN AS GOD'S FRIEND BUT ENDED UP AS HIS ENEMY, WHILE THE SECOND STARTED AS HIS ENEMY BUT WOUND UP AS GOD'S FRIEND (1 Sam. 9:16; 10:6,7; 28:6; Acts 9:1; 2 Tim 4:18).

ONE WENT TO THE WITCH OF ENDOR IN THE HOUR OF HIS DEATH, WHILE THE OTHER TURNED TO THE WORD OF GOD (1 Sam 28:7; 2 Tim 4:13).

WHAT REALLY MADE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THESE TWO MEN ?  THE ANSWER IS TRAGICALLY SIMPLE...ONE WAS DISOBEDIENT, THE OTHER WAS OBEDIENT.

1 SAMUEL 15:22-23

ACTS 26:12-19

TO DISOBEY IS TO FORGET ROMANS 6:14-18:

"For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, but under grace.  What then ?  Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace ?  May it never be !!  Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness ?  But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness".

THE BELIEVER'S PRESENT VICTORY IN SATAN'S WORLD
The crucial battle between the kingdom of God and the kingdom of evil took place in the conflict between CHRIST and SATAN.  The explicit purpose of the coming of Christ into the world was "TO DESTROY [RENDER INOPERATIVE] THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL"  

(1 John 3:8).

SATAN'S INITIAL DEFEAT came in THE WILDERNESS TEMPTATION at the beginning of Jesus' Messianic Ministry (Matt. 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-12).

Because of that victory Jesus was able during His ministry to enter "A STRONG MAN'S HOUSE AND PLUNDER HIS GOODS"  (Mark 3:27).

THE DECISIVE DEFEAT OF SATAN CAME IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST (John 12:31; 16:11).

There Satan was judged as an usurper and cast out as the legitimate ruler of this world.

IN THE CROSS AND THE RESURRECTION, CHRIST BROKE THE POWER OF SATAN OVER MANKIND (Col 2:14, 15; Heb 2:14, 15) AND POTENTIALLY DELIVERED EVERY SOUL FROM SATAN'S POWER.
Those who in faith accept that deliverance are rescued from the dominion of darkness and transferred into the kingdom of God's beloved Son (Col 1:13).

While judgement has already been pronounced upon him, Satan is still permitted to operate as an usurper until the time of his final imprisonment.

AS A DETHRONED MONARCH HE IS STILL ALLOWED TO RULE OVER THOSE WHO ACCEPT HIS AUTHORITY WHILE HE PERSECUTES THOSE WHO HAVE DECLARED THIER ALLEGIANCE TO CHRIST.
BELIEVERS AND SATAN.
Having been rescued from the kingdom of darkness, believers are assured of victory over the malicious activities of the devil.

They are promised that "the God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet"  (Rom 16:20).

THEY FIND THEIR SECURITY IN THE KEEPING POWER OF CHRIST (Rom 8:31-39; 1 John 5:18).

For effective victory over Satan believers must recognize that on the basis of the work of Christ SATAN IS A DEFEATED FOE.  They are called upon to take a firm stand against the devil.  "Resist the devil and he will flee from you"  (James 4:7).

Any attempt to flee from the devil will be USELESS, BUT IN CLAIMING THE VICTORY OF CHRIST MAN CAN PUT THE DEVIL TO FLIGHT.
IN ORDER TO EXPERIENCE VICTORY OVER SATAN BELIEVERS CANNOT REMAIN "IGNORANT OF HIS DESIGNS"  (2 Cor. 2:11).

Recognizing that he is a powerful and crafty foe, they must "give no opportunity to the devil" BY ALLOWING SIN IN THEIR LIVES (Eph 4:25-27).

Instead, they must "BE SOBER, BE WATCHFUL", alert to the danger from the devil, AND FIRMLY RESIST HIM IN FAITH (1 Pet 5:8, 9).  Ephesians 6:10-17 repeatedly stresses the need TO TAKE A FIRM STAND AGAINST THE SATANIC ENEMY.
God has made ample provision for the believer's victory over Satan.  Victory over all satanic attack is possible to those who put on "the whole armour of God" (Eph 6:13-17).

They also have the anointing of the Holy Spirit WHICH ENABLES THEM TO DISCERN TRUTH AND ERROR 

(1 John 2:20, 21, 26, 27).

THE INTERCESSORY WORK OF CHRIST on the basis of His atonement is THE DIVINE PROVISION FOR CLEANSING AND RESTORATION WHENEVER THEY SIN (Rom 8:33, 34; Heb 7:25; 1 John 2:1, 2).

The way of victory over "the accuser of our brethren" is given in Revelation 12:11, "They have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death".

IT IS THE COMMISSION OF CHRIST'S PEOPLE TO TURN THE LOST "FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT AND FROM THE POWER OF SATAN TO GOD"  (Acts 26:18).

AN EXALTED POSITION USUALLY IS ACCOMPANIED BY GREAT RESPONSIBILITY.  This is certainly true, according to the Scriptures, in the case of the believer in his Heavenly position.  For when he is seen as a citizen of Heaven, and a partaker of those associations, he also is required both by Scripture and by reason to "WALK WORTHY OF THE CALLING WHEREWITH HE IS CALLED".

The statement of these HEAVENLY DEMANDS upon the child of God forms A DISTINCT BODY OF TRUTH, and there are at least three such bodies of truth in the Bible, each appearing as a rule of conduct for SOME SPECIAL PEOPLE  IN SOME PARTICULAR TIME.
THE MOSIAC LAW was given primarily to God's ancient people through Moses, but it still has a message as it reflects the holiness of God and prepares for the salvation which is in Christ.

In like manner the SERMON ON THE MOUNT, with the injunctions of JOHN THE BAPTIST and the early teachings of Christ, were given with the coming KINGDOM AGE in view and, therefore, form an important revelation in regard to that time WHEN "ALL SHALL KNOW THE LORD FROM THE LEAST UNTO THE GREATEST".

Though there are some common principles running through all these separate teachings, those Scriptures which apply directly to the people of THIS PARENTHETICAL AGE OF THE CHURCH will be found only in portions of the Gospels, and in the Epistles of the New Testament.

No appreciation of the provisions of God for a victorious life can be had until the demands which the believer's position imposes are realized.  THESE DEMANDS ARE IN NO WAY THE STANDARDS OF THE WORLD, FOR THE BELIEVER IS NOT ONLY A CITIZEN OF HEAVEN IN POSITION, BUT IS CALLED UPON EVEN NOW TO FULFIL ALL THE STANDARDS OF THAT SPHERE. 

As an illustration of this fact, a few of these Heavenly ideals and injunctions are as follows:

1)
"I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship". (Rom. 12:1)
2)
"Rejoice always.  Pray without ceasing.  In everything give thanks: for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.....Abstain from every form of evil".  


(1 Thess. 5:16-18,22) 

3)
"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law".


(Gal. 5:22,23)
4)
"I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace".  (Eph. 4:1-3)
5)
"And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption".  (Eph. 4:30)
6)
"So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.  And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ".  


(Eph. 5:17-20)
7)
"Therefore, take up the full armour of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm".  (Eph 6:13)
8)
"If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth".  (Col. 3:1,2)
These requirements are evidently HEAVENLY in character, and demand nothing less than that which is becoming to that sphere.  THEY ARE THEREFORE BEYOND HUMAN STRENGTH, for what human power is able to "IN EVERYTHING GIVE THANKS"  Or TO AVOID GRIEVING THE HOLY SPIRIT ?  WHO CAN BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT, OR REJOICE IN TRIBULATION ?  In fact, these demands often are treated as impractical ideals, rather than present requirements: WHILE IN REALITY THEY ARE BINDING ON EVERY CHILD OF GOD.
To fail in them at any point will not unsave a person        (Rom 4:5), but that failure will profane the Heavenly citizenship, dishonour God in whose grace he is standing (Rom 5:2), and give the enemy occasion to accuse the brethren before God.

SATAN JUDGES THE CHRISTIAN ACCORDING TO THE BASIS OF THE HEAVENLY IDEALS RATHER THAN ACCORDING TO THE STANDARDS OF EARTH.  No one can contemplate these impossible responsibilities without a sense of utter helplessness and insufficiency.

AGAIN, THE BELIEVER MUST NOT ONLY MEET THE IMPOSSIBLE DEMANDS OF A HEAVENLY POSITION, BUT HE IS CALLED UPON TO FACE A WORLD-RULING FOE, WHO WITH ALL HIS KINGDOM AND POWER IS SEEKING TO BREAK AND MAR THAT LIFE INTO WHICH THE DIVINE NATURE HAS BEEN RECEIVED.
The revelation that Satan is going about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour, presents a truth that should disarm the believer of all self-confidence and cause him to dread, above all things else, the subtle devices of this foe.

In this connection Ephesians 6:10-12, ASV may be well restated: "Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might.  Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the Heavenly places".  

IN VIEW OF THIS OPPOSITION OF SATAN, IT IS STILL MORE EVIDENT THAT THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE ARE BEYOND ANY HUMAN POWER.
SO, ALSO THERE IS A FALLEN NATURE (LOWER CREATURE NATURE) WITHIN THE CHILD OF GOD WHICH IS PRONE TO DISHONOUR GOD, AND IS ITSELF BEYOND THE CONTROL OF THE HUMAN WILL.  This important and much misunderstood truth is taken up at length in Romans 7:14-25:

"For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin.  For that which I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate.  But if I do the very thing I do not wish to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that it is good.  So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which indwells me.  For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the wishing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.  For the good that I wish, I do not do; but I practice the very evil that I do not wish.  But if I am doing the very thing I do not wish, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me.  I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wishes to do good.  For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind, and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.  Wretched man that I am !  Who will set me free from the body of this death ?  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord !  So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin. 
THIS BATTLE BETWEEN THE OLD NATURE AND THE NEW IS, THEN, NEVER GAINED FOR GOD BY HUMAN POWER OR BY RELIGIOUS EXERCISE, BUT THROUGH THE POWER OF THE INDWELLING HOLY SPIRIT ALONE.
Thus the believer, as he contemplates his Heavenly responsibility, is confronted with a threefold impossibility.

1)
FIRSTLY, the heavenly position demands a manner of life which is beyond any human possibility.

2)
SECONDLY, the enemy is stronger than he, and he can nullify every resolution of the believer.

3)
THIRDLY, the believer's fallen nature entices him to do positive evil when he would do good.

NOTWITHSTANDING THIS THREEFOLD IMPOSSIBILITY, THERE IS A CLEAR CALL TO A VICTORIOUS LIFE, WHEREIN EVERY THOUGHT IS BROUGHT INTO CAPTIVITY TO THE OBEDIENCE OF JESUS CHRIST (2 Cor. 10:5), AND IF THE BELIEVER FAILS BY ONE DEGREE, HE WILL DISHONOUR THE GOD WHO HAS CALLED HIM.
WHERE, THEN, IS THE RELIEF FROM THIS DILEMMA ?  IT IS FOUND ONLY IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.  God has provided a complete salvation from the dominion and power of evil, which is a real victory-the only victory for the believer in this present life and conflict.

IT IS A SECOND FORM OR TENSE OF SALVATION, FOR IT IS POSSIBLE TO BE SAVED FROM THE CONDEMNATION AND PENALTY OF SIN, AND STILL TO BE UNDER ITS DOMINION AND POWER.
SALVATION FROM THE POWER OF THE WORLD, THE FLESH, AND THE DEVIL, MAY BE SECURED AS FREELY AND COMPLETELY AS THE SALVATION FROM THE PENALTY OF SIN, AND ON THE SAME TERMS; YET ITS TERMS AND CONDITIONS ARE SO UNLIKE THE METHODS OF THE WORLD THAT OFTEN IT SEEMS UNREAL, EVEN TO CHRISTIANS.
No instructed person expects to be free from condemnation, or justified before God, by virtue of his moral character: nor can there be freedom from the power of sin by virtue of the resolutions of the human will.

THOUGH THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS IMPOSSIBLE TO HUMAN STRENGTH, IT IS WITHIN THE POWER OF GOD, AND HE OFFERS TO SUPPLY ALL THAT WE REQUIRE, EVEN TO THE MEASURE OF A COMPLETELY VICTORIOUS LIFE.
Since it is necessarily a Divine undertaking, the human part can be no more than an attitude of expectation or faith toward God - an attitude WHICH RECKONS SELF TO BE HELPLESS, AND GOD ALONE TO BE SUFFICIENT.
It is a perpetual realization of the PRINCIPLE OF FAITH and, therefore, at every point contradicts Satan's PRINCIPLE OF SELF-HELP.

Here, as in every human effort to be God-like, Satan's ideals and methods are so thrust upon the world that THE NATURAL DEPENDENCE OF THE CREATURE UPON THE CREATOR IS MADE TO SEEM TO BE A WEAK AND UNREASONABLE THING.
In spite of the teachings of Scripture, this worldly mind has found a place in the Church.  It often is as difficult to inspire true expectation toward God in the Christian mind in the matter of daily victory, as it is to move the self-righteous and self-sufficient sinner to believe on Christ for regeneration.

TRUE DEPENDENCE UPON THE SUFFICIENCY OF GOD THUS IS BORN THROUGH A VISION OF THE UTTER INABILITY OF THE NATURAL MAN TO MEET THE DEMANDS OF THE HEAVENLY CITIZENSHIP.

THE WORLD CITIZEN MAY WRESTLE AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD TO REALIZE HIS MORAL IDEALS, BUT HE HAS NO HEAVENLY STANDARDS TO FULFIL, NO MIGHTY FOE TO FACE, AND NO CONFLICT OF NATURES. 

Therefore, his low ideals often may be reached by virtue of his own resolution and will.  Especially will this method be adequate for the unregenerate, BECAUSE THE ENERGIZING POWER OF SATAN IS WORKING IN HIM TO CAUSE HIM BOTH TO WILL AND TO DO THE PURPOSE OF SATAN (Eph. 2:2);  BUT THE FAITH PRINCIPLE IS THE ONLY POSSIBLE WAY TO VICTORY FOR THE CHILD OF GOD, AND IT MUST BE FAITH ALONE !.
AS THE SOUL MAY BE ETERNALLY LOST, WHILE CALLING UPON GOD TO HELP HIM SAVE HIMSELF; SO THE SAINT WHO ONLY SEEKS THE ASSISTANCE OF GOD IN THE EXERCISE OF HIS OWN POWER TOWARD A CORRECT MANNER OF LIFE, MAY BE CONSTANTLY A DISHONOUR TO GOD.
The principles of faith and of works can no more be mixed in the one case than in the other.  They both present human impossibilities and, therefore, demand the power of God.  The Scriptures are clear on this point, both in precept and example:

FIRST, THE POWER OF GOD is the believer's sufficiency for MEETING THE HEAVENLY DEMANDS:  

1)
"For it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure".  (Phil. 2:13)
2)
"Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God.  (2 Cor. 3:5)
3)
"But by the Grace of God I am what I am, and His Grace toward me did not prove vain; but I laboured even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.  (1 Cor. 15:10)
4)
"Are you so foolish ?  Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh ?"  (Gal. 3:3)
5)
"Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might".  (Eph. 6:10)
THE LATTER PASSAGE is but the natural culmination of the whole revelation of the believer's citizenship and its responsibilities.  THEREFORE, THE FINAL COUNSEL IS TO BE STRONG IN THE LORD AND IN THE POWER OF HIS MIGHT.
SECOND, THE CONFLICT WITH THE ENEMY CAN BE A VICTORY ONLY BY THE POWER OF GOD.  

A remarkable revelation is given in the Scriptures of the attitude of the ANGELS toward SATAN, and this attitude may well be considered by FALLEN MAN. 

IN JUDE 9,  MICHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL, is seen in controversy with Satan over the body of MOSES.  There is no revelation as to the time or the occasion of this controversy.

It is stated that Moses was buried in secret and later was seen in his transfigured and glorified body, so that it is possible that the removal of the body of Moses from the domain of Satan was the occasion referred to here.  The passage is as follows:

"But Michael the Archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgement but said, "THE LORD REBUKE YOU".  (Jude 9)
In like manner in 2 PETER 2:10,11, the false teachers of the end of this age are said to disregard the heavenly powers (evidently evil) which angels dare not do.  "And especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority.  Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties.  WHEREAS ANGELS WHO ARE GREATER IN MIGHT AND POWER DO NOT BRING A REVILING JUDGEMENT AGAINST THEM BEFORE THE LORD. (2 Pet. 2:10,11)
There is probably a just regard, on the part of the angelic beings, for the fact that SATAN is the "ANOINTED" of God (Ezek. 28:14), and as DAVID would not lift up his hand against SAUL because he was the "LORD'S ANOINTED", (1 Sam. 24:6).  CHRIST is said to be ANOINTED (Ps. 2:2); SO ALSO IS THE BELIEVER (1 John 2:27).

But it also is shown here that the WISDOM and STRENGTH of EVEN MICHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL, and all other celestial beings, IS NEVER LIFTED IN CONFLICT WITH SATAN.  THEY REPLY ONLY UPON THE SAME POWER THAT IS PROMISED THE BELIEVER,...AND WELL MAY THE BELIEVER BE INSTRUCTED BY THEIR EXAMPLE.
THERE ARE TWO PASSAGES WHERE THE CHILD OF GOD IS DIRECTED TO RESIST THE DEVIL.  THE CONTEXT IN BOTH PASSAGES, HOWEVER, WARNS HIM THAT IT MUST BE IN UTTER DEPENDENCE UPON THE POWER OF GOD.  HE MUST BE WHOLLY SUBMITTED TO GOD AND IT MUST BE DONE THROUGH A STEADFASTNESS OF FAITH.

THIRDLY, TRUE CHARACTER MAY BE REALIZED BY THE POWER OF GOD, in spite of the tendency of the fallen nature.  However, this character is that which is promised directly by the power of God:  "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance"  (Gal. 5:22,23).  "For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth".  (Eph. 5:9).  "Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world"  

(1 John 4:4).

THUS THE TRUE GOD-HONOURING CHARACTER IS SEEN TO BE THE RESULT OF THE POWER OF GOD, AND IT IS POSSIBLE ONLY TO THE ONE WHO HAS "CEASED FROM HIS OWN LABOURS AND HAS ENTERED INTO REST".  "THIS IS THE VICTORY THAT OVERCOMETH THE WORLD, EVEN OUR FAITH"  (1 John 5:4).  THIS VICTORY DEMANDS A CONSTANT EXERCISE OF FAITH.  Faith is never finished here, and any true progress in the Christian life is "FROM FAITH TO FAITH".  It also is said of the one whom God has constituted JUST that he shall "LIVE BY FAITH".  IT SHOULD BE REMEMBERED THAT THE CONFLICT IS REALLY BETWEEN CHRIST AND SATAN.  "Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world".  THE CHRISTIAN'S VICTORY IS GAINED BY FAITH IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AND IN HIS POWER.
It remains to be seen, in view of the perilous position of the believer in the enemy's land, that GOD HAS NOT ONLY PROVIDED EVERY NEEDED FORCE FOR CONQUEST AND VICTORY, BUT HAS GIVEN POSITIVE PROMISES FOR THE SECURITY OF THE ONE WHOM HE HAS RECEIVED ON THE GROUND OF THE SHED BLOOD OF CHRIST.
A)
"Hast thou not made a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on every side ?  Thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land".  (Job 1:10)
B)
"My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand".  (John 10:29)
C)
"No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it".  (1 Cor. 10:13)
D)
"Who will bring a charge against God's elect ?  God is the One who justifies; who is the one who condemns ?  Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril or sword ?  Just as it is written, "FOR THY SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED".  But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.  For  I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord".  (Rom. 8:33-39)
"Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever, Amen".  (Jude 24,25)
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