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BY FAITH

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for…

Hebrews 11:1

Now faith is the essence

Of hope we desire;

The witness of glories not seen;

By claiming the presence

Of One who is higher,

Our prayer life is sure and serene.

The elders, as noted,

Obtained a report,

Revealed in the Scripture as good;

In what they promoted,

They lived as they taught,

Sustained by celestial food.

By faith we have insight

Regarding the times:

The ages that God has decreed;

Providing the foresight,

Including the crimes,

We know that are bound to proceed.

By faith Abel tendered

A blood sacrifice,

Much better than that of his kin;

Because it was rendered

From godly advice,

And spoke of the ransom for sin.
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By faith also Enoch

Did not meet with death;

His body could nowhere be found;

He lived in an epoch

With Jared and Seth,

When longevity was renowned.

For this was his witness,

He walked with the Lord,

And then his translation occurred;

Attesting his fitness

Where records are stored,

Forever in God’s holy word.

For God has elected

We cannot please Him,

Without having faith in His Name;

As we are directed,

Though faith may be slim,

His love will reward every claim.

By faith also Noah,

Divinely forewarned

Of things not beforehand in view;

Became the bestower,

Though many had scorned,

Of that which would flourish anew.

By faith also Abram,

Obeying the call,

Went out to a place not revealed;

Though pausing at Aram,

His faith overall,

Rings out like a bell that has pealed.
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In tents he abided

In land he was shown,

With Isaac and Jacob his heirs;

For thus he was guided

In what he would own,

When God would establish his prayers.

He looked for a city

Divinely prepared,

With solid foundations and sure;

Perfected completely,

With nothing impaired,

Where every indweller is pure.

By faith also Sarah

Gave birth to a son,

When she was past child-bearing years;

Becoming the bearer,

When decades had gone,

Of one so unique in his peers. 

So there has amounted

From one faithful man,

And him who was reckoned as dead;

As many as counted,

As stars in their span,

Or sand by the seashore is spread.

These all died believing,

Not having received

The promises given before;

Yet always perceiving,

As faith has conceived,

They hoped for a far distant shore.
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Declaring so plainly,

In saying such things,

Their homeland was not on the earth;

Confessing, not vainly,

As hope duly springs,

They look for a country of worth.

At Abraham’s testing;

The time he was tried;

He offered up Isaac his son;

A deed so arresting

To one by his side;

God called and the testing was done.

With faith still prevailing,

When Isaac was old,

His blessings he pledged on his seed;

Though eyesight was failing,

His heart was not cold;

The blessings in time did proceed.

By faith Joseph also,

When ending his days,

Gave orders concerning his bones;

For many days more so

Were set in his gaze;

A homeland with glorious tones. 

By faith also Moses,

The time he was born,

Was hidden three months from the king;

The Scripture discloses

His birth was the dawn,

Of freedom the future would bring.
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On reaching adulthood,

He would not be named

The son of the princess in court;

The pleasures he withstood,

And sin that defamed,

He chose to abandon as naught.

Esteeming the riches

Of Christ with reproach,

As greater than wealth can possess;

The favour in which is

The One we approach,

In whom is reward and success.

By faith he left Egypt,

Not fearing the wrath

Of Pharaoh and all of his host;

Who issued an edict

To cut off his path,

And lower his dignified post.

He kept the Passover;

The sprinkling of blood,

That none of the firstborn be slain;

And later, moreover,

The seas having stood,

They passed through as over a plain.

By faith they confounded

The town Jericho,

By marching around it for days;

When trumpets were sounded

From priests even so,

The walls tumbled down in a maze. 
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So Rahab the harlot,

Who guarded the spies,

When they were observing the land;

Was not of the target,

As Joshua’s prize,

Who led his victorious band.

And yet time would fail me

To tell you the more

Of heroes that faith has produced;

Their feats would entail me,

To further explore,

The exploits of courage induced.

Who turned back invaders;

Saw righteousness through;

Obtained precious promises there;

By Him who has made us,

Who carries the true,

And conquers the evil laid bare.

These saintly ancestors,

Have entered their rest,

And left us a record in time;

The Davids and Esthers,

With faith they possessed

Have blazoned a pathway sublime.
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GOD’S GLORIES

To Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.

Revelation 1:6

Our God is everywhere,

And we are in His care,

For as we claim His holy name,

His glory we can share.

He is omnipotent;

His strength is never spent;

Yet He became an open shame,

When to the Cross He went.

His knowledge is so vast,

Complete and not amassed;

He knows the thought of every sort,

However it is classed. 

His justice is revealed,

And cannot be repealed,

The victory of Calvary

Declared the matter sealed.

His righteousness is pure,

And ever will endure,

In Christ alone its light is shown,

There is no other truer.

Eternally sublime,

Beyond the realm of time,

He visited while we were dead,

To cancel every crime.
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His love can dwell within,

Because He conquered sin,

If we partake the bread He brake,

We shall His portion win.

His grace is full and free,

For all eternity,

It can descend and so extend,

Because of Calvary.

His mercy never wanes,

But goes to extra pains;

Withholding hurt, our just desert,

And cleansing all our stains.

His Name is Wonderful,

Without a moment’s lull,

As we adore Him more and more,

With joy unspeakable.

Distinctions

Behold, I show you a mystery. 

1 Corinthians 15:51

The Scripture has distinctions,

That everyone should learn;

They keep us so we do not go

Astray at any turn;

Its teachings and predictions

Must tally with the whole;

We must define this study line,

And keep it as our goal. 
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There is a sad confusion

About the Christian church;

It did not dwell in Israel,

For such we vainly search;

It is a clear illusion

To correlate the two;

So earnest men should think again,

If this is what they do.

The Jewish state or nation

Has always been unique;

Its history has been to free

The Gentile or the Greek;

Its heritage, salvation,

Was settled in the past,

For prophecy could then foresee

The Saviour as He’s cast.

The Church is made of Gentiles;

Comprising also Jews;

It penetrates through all the states,

Proclaiming gospel news;

Apostles as they went miles,

Sent out by God’s command,

Evangelised the circumcised,

And men in every land.

When times have been completed,

And all the Church is called;

The Lord will come and take it home;

By which it is enthralled;

It never is depleted;

It cannot be curtailed;

The Lord will build until He’s filled

The temple He unveiled. 
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The nation will continue,

With restoration near;

It must go through a purging too;

A testing time severe;

So let this truth dwell in you,

If you should be perplexed;

The next event will represent

A well known Bible text. 

The Church will have been taken

To its eternal rest;

Then Israel will know too well

Its long-awaited test;

This era will awaken

With promises of peace

But it will be a falsity,

As ravages increase.

The Church will be returning,

But first it must be tried;

The faithful work of judge or clerk,

That can’t be falsified;

Whatever is for burning

Will nowhere find a place,

But as sapphire endures a fire,

Rewards will be of grace.

Typology

Search the scriptures…John 5:39

Typology has been around

For many, many years;

It is indeed a fertile ground

Of teaching that appears.
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It takes a type within the Old,

A certain life in view;

And then the antitype, behold,

Is patent in the New.

The Old is what the Scriptures are;

The Testament so-named;

The New does not go back as far

In pictures that are framed.

The life of Joseph can be seen

With biblical insight,

As patterning our Go-Between,

Who brought eternal light.

Rejected by his family,

And sold to foreign trade;

He countered female subtlety

By faith in which he stayed. 

And through the testing all the while,

He stayed in measure true;

For thus his sojourn by the Nile

Had lessons carried through.

When Pharaoh could not find the key

Concerning certain dreams,

They called for Joseph hastily

To illustrate his themes.

Then he was made prime minister,

With all his expertise;

The plan he would administer,

And put his kin at ease.
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The antitype is duly found,

With principles the same;

In Christ in whom our hope is bound,

Who went from death to fame.

The Lord’s Passion

…He showed Himself alive after His passion… Acts 1:3

As Jesus was nearing

The hour of His need,

With passion and tension it bore;

He spoke in the hearing

Of those who gave heed

To teachings of life evermore.

A woman came softly

And knelt at His feet;

The One she adored and revered;

The perfume was costly,

Her manner discreet,

With actions that make her endeared.

She poured out the perfume,

Anointing His head,

Befitting the death of a King;

The scent filled the whole room

With fragrance it spread;

Depicting the life it would bring.

Then came the occasion

Of Unleavened Bread;

For leaven is that which offends;

So this celebration

That pointed ahead,

Did Jesus observe with His friends.
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When supper was ended,

The emblem remained

Of bread that depicted the feast;

The work so intended

To rescue the chained

And pardon the great and the least.

And then they departed

To Gethsemane,

The venue where Jesus would pray;

For so had been chartered

His path to the Tree,

To bear all our misdeeds away.

The others were sleeping

While He was in prayer,

Preparing Himself for the cup;

For left in His keeping

Was sin He would bear;

The full wrath of God He would sup. 

Then came an intrusion;

An army arrayed

For battle with weapons of swords;

To counter confusion,

As might be displayed,

The Lord gave Himself to the cords.

The trials that followed,

Unlawfully staged

Were quickly thereafter convened;

With speech so unhallowed,

As methods engaged,

So justice was plain contravened.
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And then before Pilate,

He finally stood,

With all His accusers around;

Yet He remained silent

As long as He should,

For hatred and sin did abound.

Then Pilate insisted

Before all the crowd,

I find nothing wrong in this man;

But they just persisted

With voices aloud;

Their lusting for blood overran.

Along with the urging

Of blasphemous smear,

And blows they had rained in their scorn,

He underwent scourging,

A whipping severe;

His back became bloody and torn.

He carried His cross bar

They laid on His back,

But He could not bear up the weight;

The blood He lost thus far

Was just an attack,

To cut off His ultimate fate. 

They came to Golgotha,

The Place of the Skull;

He lay as they drove in the nails;

For there He would offer

His sanctified soul,

As all other sacrifice fails.
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The sheer desolation

That Jesus endured,

When suffering for you and for me,

Defies all narration,

Yet what He secured,

Assures all believers are free.

His body was taken

And laid in a tomb;

The entrance was carefully sealed;

Yet soon to awaken

From darkness and gloom,

As newness of life is revealed.

And so did He enter

The realm of His throne;

Ascending above every height;

With love at the centre,

He prays for His own,

Until He returns in His might.

The fruit of His passion

Is with us today;

The Church that exists as we speak;

Not of this world’s fashion,

It goes on its way;

The path of the humble and meek.
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The OT Canon

Till heaven and earth pass,

one jot or one tittle shall in no wise 

pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 

Matthew 5:18

The threefold division of Scriptural views,

As found in the canon possessed by the Jews,

Is firstly devoted to matters of law:

A script that is coded and lasts evermore.

The second division is looking ahead;

The prophets who prophesied as they were led;

The third is the writings in verse or in prose,

Describing events as occasion arose. 

The law was specifically given of old,

To people so gathered as sheep in a fold;

A code that demanded their total respect,

Exposing their faults by its vivid effect.

The law is a statement pertaining to each,

Revealing a God who is ever in reach;

It gave the conditions that had to be kept

In light of the teaching in any precept.

It called for a life without protest or stain,

Amid the world’s rigours in every domain;

A life that is holy and perfectly true;

Implicit for any who say they will do.

No mortal was able to reach such a height;

And yet it remains an objective delight:

To love the Almighty with all of our soul,

And worship the Father, the One we extol. 
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It needed a person exceedingly great,

To meet with the standard the Scriptures relate;

There is such a Person who came on the scene,

And kept the whole law with a life that was clean.

The Lord Jesus Christ in a manner so grand,

Succeeded in meeting its righteous demand,

And when He had offered perfection within,

He suffered the judgment demanded for sin.

The prophets would speak as they truly had heard

Directly from God as the tenets inferred;

The word could be tested if any had doubt,

For everything said must be so carried out.

The writings progressively furnish the ground,

Where items recorded did happen as found;

The Spirit so guided the men as they wrote,

We have a reliable text we can quote.

It covers our history as it occurred,

With salient features expressly preferred;

It centres directly on one main event:

Redemption and all this achievement has meant. 

We now have additional Scriptures in hand;

They help us immensely and strengthen our stand;

The Bible in total is settled and sealed;

Salvation for sinners is plainly revealed. 
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Good Works

…if ye do these things, ye shall never fall. 

2 Peter 1:10

In light of the grace and the peace that is ours,

Through knowledge of Jesus our Lord,

And having been warned of the despotic powers,

Let’s follow His path with accord.

He’s granted the assets that life will demand;

With godliness being our aim;

His promises backing His word of command;

His character always the same.

In order that we might, in light of His grace,

Partake of His nature divine;

And having escaped from our natural ways,

Our life should no longer decline.

Applying all diligence with our belief,

Let’s add moral excellence too;

A virtue that brings a contrasting relief,

In all that we witness or do.

And then adding knowledge, our everyday role

Of studying God’s holy word;

As well, in the actions of body and soul,

Our self-discipline should be spurred.

And then perseverance, as when we are tried,

For patience will have its reward;

Then godliness, let it be put in our stride,

That rigours of life may afford.
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Then brotherly kindness, a wonderful trait,

That many a saint has displayed;

And love that is active when matters dictate,

Or when a decision is made. 

If all these distinctions are ours and increase,

We shall not be lacking in fruit;

So let us be faithful until our decease,

To make them our daily pursuit.

The Body of Christ

…I will build My church;

and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it. Matthew 16:18

Since the Church had its birth

For its role on the earth,

It has gone through some difficult phases;

Though its numbers were few,

It increasingly grew,

Like a forest on fire as it blazes.

In its infancy years,

When the weapons were spears,

It was under its military masters;

Yet its royal mandate

Did effectively state,

It would outlive its many disasters.

After Stephen was slain,

It would always remain,

As a target of enemy forces;

For the battle it fights,

Like the flame it ignites, 
Is dependent on holy resources.

Poems of the Lord    page 502

When its course has been run,

By the victory won,

When that triumphant word had resounded;

It will enter its rest,

With the Saviour it blest,

Where a glorious life is unbounded. 

Sovereignty

Mercy and truth are met together;

righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

Psalm 85:10

God is Sovereign of creation,

For His law is ever true;

Though it suffers violation

In the things we say and do.

In the field we call prediction,

He is never incorrect;

For He knows without restriction,

Jesus Christ is His Elect.

There are things that are implicit;

Certainties that cannot fail;

Though we may embrace or miss it,

God’s desire will never pale.

Men have said in their reflections,

Comments that we know so well;

How can God of such perfections

Send a mortal soul to hell?

Poems of the Lord    page 503

This should be the point arising,

Knowing God’s demanded code;

How can He not compromising,

Let us dwell in His abode?

As we have already stated,

Sovereignty is His alone;

Yet we have so underrated,

Grace and mercy He has shown.

Sin that issued from the Garden,

Unto Adam’s mortal seed,

Has been granted total pardon,

In the ones the Lord has freed. 

God the Saviour was forsaken,

With demands that justice makes;

When our judgment He had taken,

Substituted for our sakes.

We can see in retrospection,

Sovereignty is not denied;

With the Saviour’s resurrection,

New life comes through Him who died.

If we see this substitution

As a sure foundation stone,

It will be our just solution,

When we stand before His throne.

If we view this stark occasion,

What the cross for Jesus meant,

Having no distinct persuasion,

It will be our last lament.
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God respects our firm volition;

He has done all He can do;

If we stay without contrition,

Hell will be our rightful due.

He has made His declaration,

Without question or reverse;

In His Son there is salvation,

Who removed our lasting curse.

Justice met with satisfaction;

Righteousness has been displayed;

There can be no further action,

Now the ransom has been paid. 

We are born in condemnation;

Time is like a brief parole;

If we die without salvation,

Hell will claim another soul.

Discipline

For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth.

Hebrews 12:6

Discipline that we receive,

When we have offended,

Is a matter we may grieve,

Till it has been ended.

It may come in many forms

In our daily ventures;

In conformance with the norms

Of rebukes or censures.
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In the field of self-control

It is most essential;

If we are to reach the goal

With a sure credential.

Discipline must play a part

In our Christian dealings;

Just as in the field of art,

Skill is more than feelings.

There are times of solitude,

As when we awaken;

In a retrospective mood,

On the path we’ve taken.

Discipline regarding prayer

Carries much accounting;

For our brethren we should care,

With their pressures mounting.

In a time of discipline;

Always disconcerting;

We must take the lesson in,

Though it may be hurting.

Discipline however learned,

Aiming at reproval,

One day will be overturned

At the saints’ removal. 
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Idols

Little children, keep yourselves from idols.

1 John 5:21

In a world that meets the eyes,

Idols are invasive;

Anything we visualise,

Subtle or persuasive.

When they are the centrepiece

Of our soul’s affection;

It cannot secure release,

Without much correction.

Many things that we esteem,

Valued or essential,

Seldom turn out as they seem,

In their full potential.

Objects having such a place

In our inner makeup,

Occupy the whole embrace,

With the part they take up.

Recreation, pleasure, sport;

Things that are possessive;

Can invade our daily thought,

And become excessive.

When the object of our mind

Is our Lord Creator,

We shall consequently find

Values that are greater.
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First we have to realise,

As unworthy sinners,

We must have discerning eyes

From His light within us.

When the Lord fills our belief,

Idols are forsaken;

For their tenure will be brief

In the stand we’ve taken. 

A Doubter’s Demise

Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes,
 but shalt not eat thereof. …and the people

trode upon him… 2 Kings 7:2,17

A city was under a siege in its plight;

The Syrian army had marshalled its might;

As hunger increased

For human and beast,

There came forth a message of comfort and light.

The next day in fact at Samaria’s gate,

A measure of grain would be sold at a rate;

But then came a slur,

From one standing there,

Who questioned a God so abundantly great.

Elisha who spoke for the One he obeyed,

Responded at once to the comments he made;

The Lord would provide

The food he denied,

But he would not eat any portion conveyed.
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Some lepers who heard not the men as they spake,

Were faced with the options their courses could take;

If we stay unfed,

We soon shall be dead;

We must venture out for our life is at stake.

They chose to surrender their lives to the foe,

Although they might kill them they knew even so;

They rose at twilight,

And went to the site,

But found no one there in the late evening glow.

The Lord had created a very great scare;

The Syrian campsite was caught unaware;

The militant sound,

Of armies around,

Created a terror no army could bear. 

They thought the Egyptians and Hittites were hired,

To join up with Israel with whom they’d conspired;

Amid such a dread,

They panicked and fled,

And left their belongings and all they’d acquired.

The lepers went into the tents they explored,

And ate of their fill from the food that was stored;

But then they resolved,

By what was involved,

To pass on the news to the house of their lord.

Come now, let us share with the royal household,

These tidings of gladness of what did unfold;

They came to the gate,

And so did relate,

The whole situation their eyes did behold.
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The gatekeepers called out this meaningful news,

But in the king’s thinking it seemed like a ruse;

They’re hiding away,

As part of their play,

For when we go out then our city we’ll lose.

Then one of the servants who stood by replied,

Let men take some horses so this can be tried;

And so verify,

This matter thereby;

The monarch agreed so they went on their ride.

They followed the route where the army had gone,

Who’d thrown down their weapons to lighten their run;

The party returned,

With what they had learned,

The plunder thereafter was shortly begun.

A man was appointed in charge of the gate,

Who saw what the people would eat on their plate;

Yet did not remain

To sample the grain,

Because he was trampled and so met his fate. 

Our Eternal Home

Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men. Revelation 21:3

Now the Scriptures clearly say,

That the earth will pass away,

And the elements will melt with fervent heat;

Then a New Jerusalem,

Like a many-coloured gem,

Will be home for many pilgrims as they meet.
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God will wipe away all tears,

Shed in sorrow through the years,

And the crying and the pain will be no more;

For He maketh all things new,

As His prophecy is true,

So our hearts are longing for that distant shore.

There a river crystal clear,

From a throne that we revere,

Will be flowing with the fruit trees either side;

There shall no more be a curse,

Nor the sin that we rehearse,

For the ransomed of the Lord will there abide.

When the ages yet to be,

Are a true reality,

There will yet be many more without an end;

For this sure eternal home,

Is for any who will come,

And let Jesus be their Saviour and their Friend.

Forsaken For Us

Ye that fear the LORD, praise Him.

Psalm 22:23

My God, My God, so went the cry,

O why am I forsaken?

The groans of One condemned to die

For sin that He had taken.

He cries in daytime and the night,

And yet they are not heeded;

The LORD above in holy might,

To such has not acceded. 
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Our fathers put their trust in Thee,

When death had them surrounded;

They trusted Thine integrity,

And they were not confounded.

The women standing near are hushed,

As death and gloom approaches;

His soul is as a worm is crushed;

The butt of men’s reproaches.

He trusted in the LORD, they say;

His virtue they were slighting;

Let Him deliver Him today,

In whom He is delighting.

Yet Thou didst take Me from the womb,

Where I was formed and fashioned;

And though His birth foretold His doom,

His faith remained impassioned.

The strength of Bashan gather round;

They gape as lions roaring;

Derisive voices that resound,

Incited for their warring.

Like water poured He is distressed;

His joints are dislocated;

His heart is melted in His breast;

His strength is dissipated.

His hands and feet they firmly pierce;

His bones can all be numbered;

They gape and stare with looks so fierce;

Their wrath has never slumbered.
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His garments are divided there;

An evidential token;

His seamless coat they did not tear,

But gambled as was spoken.

Continuing His fervent prayer,

He asked that God be nearer;

As always resting in His care;

For Him no One was dearer.

And then the shout triumphantly,

That sin had been defeated;

His prayer was answered on the tree;

His work had been completed.

He will declare His Father’s name

To brethren now related;

With praises telling of His fame;

The One so venerated. 

A Citizen of Zion

LORD, who shall abide in Thy tabernacle? 

Psalm 15:1

Who may abide in Thy temple, O Lord?

Even in Thy holy mount?

He who walks uprightly, being no fraud;

Keeping a righteous account.

Truth is the maxim he openly speaks;

Spite he will ever refuse;

Goodness for others he constantly seeks;

Neighbourly love he pursues.
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He does not take up with any reproach,

That would dishonour a friend;

Evil debate he will not even broach,

Knowing its ultimate end.

He honours those with respect for the Lord;

Faithful in all he would swear;

Unlawful dealings are strictly abhorred;

Bribing he never would wear.

He who is doing these laudable things;

Walking in manner approved;

Has a reward that integrity brings;

This one shall never be moved.

Our Only Hope

…Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Colossians 1:27

The word of Jehovah is living and keen;

The only true knowledge that mortals can glean;

It traces the record of why we are here,

And where we are going is perfectly clear. 

Awareness of God is a general fact;

Creation itself is a wonderful act;

The moral convictions we carry within,

Cannot lift the burden of personal sin.

For having awareness is never the whole;

We need something more for the health of our soul;

For since Adam’s fall we are spiritually dead,

And that is the realm where the gospel must tread.
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Our natural thinking can hardly perceive

Why Christians are ransomed because they believe;

In fact they have taken the Scriptural word,

And made it the basis for all they have heard.

When sin disconnected our spirit and mind,

It also disrupted the whole of mankind;

We lack the dimension by natural birth,

Of seeing the reason for being on earth.

The road that we travel will have its reward;

The wages of sin or the gift of the Lord;

The door has been opened; the veil has been rent;

The way is the Cross where the Victim was sent.

The Victim was Christ as a Lamb without spot;

He took all the judgment that we should have got;

So as He was judged for the whole human race,

His work is the issue we mortals must face.

This issue confronts us as long as we breathe;

No sin can condemn us; no work can relieve;

If Christ is our Saviour the battle is won;

If He is not with us we shall be undone.

No sin will be mentioned when judgment is due;

It will be our work that is brought into view;

For only the work of our Lord on the Cross,

Determines our safety or settles our loss. 
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The Day of the LORD

The great day of the LORD is near,

it is near, and hasteth greatly…

Zephaniah 1:14

The day of the LORD is a prospect in store,

When judgment will come such as never before;

The wrongs will be righted;

The crooked made straight;

A world that is blighted will reach a new state.

The days are unfolding as tensions increase,

When every news item is crying for peace;

Yet each innovation

That man has produced,

Has not reached the station where sin is reduced.

It dwells in our nature for so we are born;

Aspiring for peace is a prospect forlorn;

It comes from Messiah

Who hung on a tree;

A sacrifice higher than any degree.

In that He is risen the question remains:

Shall we take His pardon or stay in our chains?

The door is wide open;

The Saviour is true;

As Jesus has spoken so what shall we do?

Before that day comes when the King will return,

A man will emerge charismatic and stern;

A person with standing

In sight of the world,

Intent and commanding as boasting is hurled.
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The love of the truth is the issue today;

Our need of salvation will not go away;

The light is still shining;

The welcome awaits;

Let’s quit our reclining and enter those gates.

A Name

And they shall see His face;

…and His name shall be in their foreheads.

Revelation 22:4

A name is that identity

By which a man is known;

Apart from his ability,

Or that which he has sown.

The Scriptures have a golden rule;

A principle so wise;

A man declares himself a fool,

If judgment he denies.

Our father Adam was so named,

As fashioned from the ground;

He missed the mark the Lord had framed,

When sin did much abound.

Some have their name directly changed

By qualified decree;

It is a factor so arranged:

Affirming they are free.

There is a name that we shall gain

Beyond the holy gates;

Where Jesus Christ has total rein

Of all that He creates.
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He is the true Anointed One,

For such His name portrays;

Eternal life for us He won,

Affording every praise.

He is already glorified,

Arising from the dead,

Salvation has been verified,

In Him who is the Head.

In Adam we are destitute

Of everything we need;

In Christ our hope is resolute;

On Him we daily feed.

He owns the very sacred Name,

That saints have long revered;

By faith we hold a living claim

In One so highly feared.

The Walk

Let us walk honestly, as in the day.

Romans 13:13

As we grow, however slow,

It represents our walking;

What we do will carry through,

Though Satan may be stalking.

At the start a contrite heart,

Assures a good foundation;

Faith will build the Spirit-filled,

In terms of graduation.
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Growing brings the daily swings,

Like children who are learning;

Every test or time of rest,

Bring treasures worth the earning.

At the goal our ransomed soul

Will reach its destination;

Serving Him who is supreme,

In endless adoration.
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Genesis

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman,

and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise

thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. Genesis 3:15
As God chose the mode of creation,

He also gave freedom its station;

For only volition

Could bring a condition

In keeping with life expectation.

Our parents defied the instruction

Provided for godly production;

For Adam decided

With whom he had sided,

When Eve was deceived by seduction.

This sinful defiant intrusion

Brought total satanic confusion;

But God was foreknowing

The way they were going

And had a redemptive solution.

The seed of the woman, He stated,

Would conquer the one who is hated;

When sin is defeated

And punishment meted,

The Saviour will be elevated.

So history started its stages,

Oppressed with angelic rampages;

For evil’s dispersal

Became universal,

Which brought on the flood with its wages.
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As cosmic disorder descended,

And sinful behaviour extended,

A Gentile believer

Became the receiver

Of promises time has defended.

His children would be a great nation,

Although he was past procreation;

His wife was past bearing,

Yet God the all-caring,

Renewed the productive equation.

The son born uniquely to Sarah,

Gave joy to both father and bearer;

For Sarah’s son Laughter,

Continued the chapter,

That God had declared as the Carer.

The twins born to Isaac directly,

Were brought up in part incorrectly;

When Jacob the younger

Relieved Isaac’s hunger

His brother reacted abjectly.

As Jacob went off from the feuding,

That followed his artful intruding,

He met a relation

While at a sheep station

With romance and marriage concluding.

To make a long story much shorter,

He fathered twelve sons and a daughter;

Then Judah’s election

Became the direction

Of tribal descent, the transporter.
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Exodus

…and when I see the blood, I will pass over you…

Exodus 12:13

After Jacob had died

His descendants were tried,

Being subject to many afflictions;

But the Lord was aware

Of their cries of despair,

For He honours His verbal predictions.

From a lone burning bush

In the wilderness hush

Came a voice calling one it was naming;

For the one it addressed

Was profoundly impressed

That the bush was not harmed by its flaming.

The occasion had come

For the people in sum

To be rescued from all their oppressors;

But the Pharaoh demurred,

Not obeying the word,

Which gave rise to the plaguing distresses.

Now the blood of a lamb,

As in Abraham’s ram,

Would protect everyone who was willing;

For if seen on the door

By the angel of war,

He would bypass his mandate for killing. 
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So a nation was born

On a notable morn,

And was led by a Rock that was higher;

They erected a tent

As instructions were sent,

That depicted their promised Messiah.

Thus the pattern was set

For a time even yet,

That would bring a complete restitution;

For a temple would be

A divine sanctuary,

Offered once for a sin substitution.

Leviticus

For the life of the flesh is in the blood:

and I have given it to you upon the altar

to make an atonement for your souls:

for it is the blood that maketh an

atonement for the soul. Leviticus 17:11

Leviticus, as we shall see,

Sets out a code of law;

Which in its sheer entirety

Had never been before.

The law involving offerings

True worshippers must bring,

Foreshadowed all the sufferings

That fell upon their King.

The Levites had a special role;

The priesthood was conferred;

With holiness their constant goal,

In hearts the Lord had stirred.
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The feast days were to be observed;

Each in its yearly turn;

They signified a time reserved

For which the people yearn.

The tabernacle was the place

Where Majesty appeared;

The mercy seat envisaged grace:

A sacrifice revered.

Numbers

And Moses made a serpent of brass,

and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass,

that if a serpent had bitten any man,

when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

Numbers 21:9

The Israelite armies were numbered;

In Christ they would not be encumbered;

At Kadesh Barnea

The mandate was clear;

The promise of God had not slumbered.

The spies who were sent unescorted,

Came back to the camp and reported;

They gave to their senders

A message horrendous;

And so the whole mission was thwarted.

Now discipline could be expected,

Because of the pledge they’d rejected;

The next generation

Showed more dedication,

And went to the fray well protected. 
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They fought with the strength of a lion,

Defeating the kingdom of Sihon;

The mischief of Balaam

Could only delay them;

He met with the sword he would die on.

So now they were near their objective,

In line with their leader’s directive;

They stood on the borders

Awaiting his orders,

While keeping their goal in perspective.

Deuteronomy

The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee

a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren,

like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken. Deut. 18:15

The fifth of the books in this section,

Completes an essential collection;

As quoted by Jesus so timely,

They open the Scriptures sublimely.

The Law had a secondary reading,

For those their commander was leading;

As Moses recited the verses,

It spelled out the blessings and curses.

As God is the source of all living,

We must take the gift He is giving;

The Law is our daily schoolmaster,

Like teaching we get from a pastor.

It points up our faults and omissions;

In plenty or squalid conditions;

Convicting of every shortcoming,

That conscience is constantly drumming. 
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The Pentateuch as it is stated,

Is never made void or outdated;

From Adam to every descendant,

Salvation is always transcendent.

Joshua

…choose you this day whom ye will serve…

Joshua 24:15

Joshua, you have a call;

Though your armies may be small,

Victory will be assured,

If you are a faithful steward.

First the Jordan must be crossed;

Not an item will be lost;

Gilgal, let the stones display,

Egypt’s shame has rolled away.

Jericho is in your path;

It will meet Jehovah’s wrath;

Yet a harlot will be spared,

And the friends with whom she shared.

Ai is a simple task;

There’s no need the Lord to ask;

We will only send a few;

Just three thousand men will do.

Then there came a swift reverse;

Achan’s sin brought on a curse;

When the sin had been exposed,

Judgment saw the matter closed.
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So it is with all our woes;

We must have redemptive clothes,

There can be no victory,

Till the Lord has made us free.

Judges

We have sinned against thee, both because we have

forsaken our God, and also served Baalim. Judges 10:10

Over three hundred years

There was testing and tears

That preceded the time of the kingdom;

For the cycles of sin

Brought attendant chagrin

From the Gentiles that constantly ringed them.

The seduction of pride

Was intense every side,

In the form of a god or an idol;

For if not put away,

Without any delay,

It would strangle their faith like a bridle.

God had strictly forewarned,

Ere the kingdom had dawned,

That a test for the people was waiting;

For the pagan deceit,

Would elicit defeat,

By the lie it was interpolating.

When the people cried out

With a sorrowful shout,

God would raise up a judge as a leader;

When hostilities ceased,

So their lives would be eased,

While they stayed with a godly procedure. 
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Now the lessons we learn

Are of vital concern

For the principle stands well attested;

Disregard for God’s law

Brings disaster and more

If the slide is not quickly arrested.

Ruth

The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward

be given thee of the LORD God of Israel, under 

whose wings thou art come to trust. 

Ruth 2:12

Ruth is a book giving readers delight;

Starting with Bethlehem’s famine and plight;

Any misfortunes, however severe,

Open the way for God’s grace to appear.

So with Naomi, a woman bereaved;

Life did not happen as she had conceived;

For she was bitter as providence runs,

Losing her husband and both of her sons.

But she had reckoned without her in-law,

Who stayed beside her in all that she saw;

Ruth left her gods in the Moabite land,

Choosing the Lord with a family stand.

Boaz the kinsman would come to their aid,

Pledging to make the inheritance staid;

So there is pictured a type in the scrolls:

Jesus whose blood was the ransom for souls.
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1 Samuel

O LORD of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of

thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid,

but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give

him unto the LORD all the days of his life… 1 Samuel 1:11

Hannah is weeping and making a vow;

Knowing the One she addresses;

Asking for something if God would allow,

In her domestic distresses.

So there was started a notable phase,

As her petition was heeded;

Ushering in some prophetical days,

Better than those that preceded.

Both as a judge and a prophet as well,

Samuel would be at the centre;

Speaking for God unto all Israel;

Seen as their counsel and mentor.

Saul was appointed the Israelite king;

Looked on as having good standing;

There was expectancy what he would bring,

As the old men were demanding.

God had permitted this popular choice,

On a historic occasion;

He did not trust any secular voice,

In a profound situation.

Saul had to pass a particular test,

So as to further his calling;

One that would prove his requirement to rest,

When all around him was falling.
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He was found lacking concerning the task,

Over the flock he was leading;

There was no benefit that he could ask,

Now that his crown was receding.

For God had chosen a little known man,

Someone He knew had been tested;

David had care of the sheep that he ran,

Anytime they were molested.

He did not quickly accede to the throne,

Though Saul’s command had diminished;

Not yet regarded as being his own,

Until that office had finished.

Thus we can see a transition occurs:

Kingship is inaugurated;

Passing in time to the One God prefers:

Jesus the King venerated.

2 Samuel

…thy throne shall be established for ever. 2 Samuel 7:16

We come now to David’s enthronement;

The record of sin and success;

A chapter in blood-bought atonement,

As written in scrolls we possess.

His valour is frequently quoted,

With faith that he duly applied;

As biblical students have noted,

His battles are there as a guide.
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Yet sadly he fell to temptation;

The lust of the flesh brought his fall;

A damaging dark situation;

It stands like a shadowy pall.

Though sin has been freely remitted,

The trials and testings remain;

Yet when we are truly acquitted,

Afflictions are reckoned as gain.

1 Kings
If the LORD be God, follow him:

but if Baal, then follow him.

1 Kings 18:21

The legacy left by King David,

Ensured there was promise of rest;

His love for the Saviour was avid,

With writings that rank with the best.

The fame of his son is an adage;

His wisdom is commonly aired;

Yet Solomon gathered much baggage;

Idolatry left him impaired.

His kingdom at last was divided;

The upshot of foolish advice;

His son was inept and misguided;

A monarch distinctly unwise.

When things got decidedly evil,

A prophet appeared in the court;

His manner was candid but civil;

To Ahab his message was short.
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There shall be no rain, he insisted,

Thereafter, as only I say;

The drought came along and persisted,

Till Israel mended their way.

This book shows decline as it closes,

For Israel’s kingdom grew weak;

The question such levity poses,

What end will apostasy wreak?

2 Kings

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD,

according to all that his fathers had done. 2 Kings 23:37

5
The narratives hereby presented,

Exhibit the kingdom’s decline;

Disaster is only prevented

When people are brought into line.

The sins of the king were repeated;

The northerly kingdom was first;

Samaria’s pride was defeated;

For God there was hardly a thirst.

Then finally Judah was taken;

Jerusalem fell as was told;

And yet it will not be forsaken;

Its glory is yet to unfold.

1 Chronicles

So the LORD sent pestilence upon Israel: and there fell

of Israel seventy thousand men. 1 Chronicles 21:14

Chronicles as they imply,

Show events in order;

Ages come and ages die,

Each within its border. 
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First a list has been compiled;

Each by generation;

Every seed of man and child

Born within the nation.

David’s life is chronicled;

Judah’s plight increases;

Sin had got them manacled,

Like their oft diseases.

So it is with everyone;

Left to our resources,

We shall find ourselves undone,

As the Word endorses.

2 Chronicles

And they burnt the house of God,

and brake down the wall of Jerusalem…

2 Chronicles 36:19

Now we meet a sorry tale,

Deeper in dimension;

Sin had gone beyond the pale,

Breaching all convention.

Discipline is imminent;

Dark clouds are impending;

For a people dissident,

Wrath will be descending.

Judgment fell on every side,

As the prophets stated;

Only this could halt the slide,

As was demonstrated.
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Exile was the bitter pill;

Punishment decreed them;

Discipline would have its fill

Till Jehovah freed them.

Ezra

For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law

of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel

statutes and judgments. Ezra 7:10 

Ezra the scribe was a leader;

Sin was the nation’s impeder;

This element,

With its dissent,

Needed a prompt interceder.

He taught the law with its clauses;

Pointing to sin and its causes;

Fasting with prayer,

All who would share,

Joined in the worshipful pauses.

Still there was blatant transgression:

Strangers were in their possession;

Breaking the law

Stated before;

Such was a sinful digression.

When they had been separated,

Wrath from the Lord was placated;

God cannot rate

Such an estate:

Marriage must be as He stated.
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Nehemiah

For I was the king’s cupbearer. Nehemiah 1:11

Now the comfort of Jehovah

Is renowned the whole world over,

And we find it in the writings of that name;

In the midst of much affliction

Sin is always a restriction,

Yet the Lord has untold riches we can claim.

In the book of Nehemiah

Was a man with such desire,

When he heard about the remnant that was left;

For Jerusalem was battered,

With its wall completely shattered,

And the people were distressful and bereft.

Nehemiah interceded,

For his fellow men he pleaded,

We have sinned against Thy name in all we’ve done;

We have not kept Thy directives,

In our everyday perspectives,

Let Thy mercy be upon us everyone.

So he got the king’s permission,

After stating his petition,

And he came unto the city of Salem;

Then the walls were reconstructed;

Temple worship was inducted,

For the Lord had great compassion over them.
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Esther

And many of the people of the land became Jews;

for the fear of the Jews fell upon them. Esther 8:17

Throughout their existence,

Without man’s assistance,

The Jews have received preservation;

While exiled in Persia,

There was no inertia,

When faced with a dire situation. 

A plot was encountered,

Which Satan had mounted,

That sought to destroy them completely;

But Esther’s reception

Revealed the deception,

With Haman uncovered discreetly.

Recorded in annals,

Are various channels,

By which they abandoned their altars;

Yet they will continue

With God-given sinew,

Because His decree never falters.

Job

For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that

he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth.

Job 19:25

The devil had Job in his sights one day,

Asserting that he was a fraud;

If God would take all of his goods away,

He surely would slander the Lord.
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The matter was put into Satan’s hand,

To bring everything into light;

Yet Satan was still under God’s command;

He could not kill Job in his plight.

The poor man was stricken with painful sores;

His children were killed as they drank;

Calamity struck with a deadly force;

A devilish deed to be frank.

Some men came to visit their mournful friend,

Presuming his life was amiss;

They argued at length of the morbid end

That comes to offenders like this.

The Lord gave His servant a clear reply

To questions that Job had addressed;

When he saw the grandeur of God Most High,

His blindness he humbly confessed.

The Lord blessed him richly in later years,

With twice what he first had possessed;

His daughters were fairer than all their peers,

Receiving their father’s bequest.

Psalms

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence

cometh my help. My help cometh from the LORD,

which made heaven and earth. Psalm 121:1, 2

The psalms are collections of godly thought,

Expressed in poetical mode;

As David who wrote of the wars he fought,

With God as his daily abode.
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The prophecies show in poetic vein

A preview of riches in store;

The time of a hallowed and righteous reign,

The earth has not witnessed before.

For any occasion or circumstance;

For matters we daily address;

The psalms are not merely set forth by chance,

They speak through the hope they express.

Proverbs

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.

Proverbs 1:7

The proverbs in what they are saying,

Are snapshots we view every day;

The pictures that they are portraying,

Reflect our behaviour or play.

We all need corrective instruction;

The simple are told to be wise;

It comes not by mortal deduction;

We need God to open our eyes.

My son, if thy friends should entice thee,

To go on a rampage of sin,

The outcome will never suffice thee,

For that is where troubles begin.

Beware of the elegant stranger,

With honey that falls from her lips;

For wisdom will keep thee from danger,

And guard thee on hazardous trips. 
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My son, heed the words of thy Master,

Engrave them in realms of thy heart;

Thy growth will progress even faster;

The habits of sin will depart.

Ecclesiastes

Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher,

vanity of vanities: all is vanity.

Ecclesiastes 1:2

A book that gives a point of view,

Regarded well by not a few,

In what we say and what we do,

Is classified as vanity.

The records of the human race,

Where legacy has set the pace,

Is something that we can’t efface,

Amounting to insanity.

Now let the Preacher thus conclude,

Though vanities of life intrude,

The Lord must be our daily food,

Supreme among humanity.

Song of Solomon

Set me as a seal upon thine heart…

Song of Solomon 8:6

The Song of Songs or Canticles,

As they are sometimes known,

Contribute to the oracles

An insight of their own.
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Now Solomon had set his heart,

On one he loved so dear;

The Shulamite enjoyed the part,

In that enchanted sphere.

Typology is evident

In what this book portrays;

The Lord who was divinely sent,

Has set us in His gaze.

Isaiah

Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he

shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath

poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered

with the transgressors; and he bare the sins of many,

and made intercession for the transgressors.

Isaiah 53:12

Isaiah has much information,

Concerning the Lord’s visitation;

He goes on expertly,

Implied or overtly,

Extolling the King of his nation.

With prophecy mainly his calling,

He warns that a wrath will be falling;

In language prosaic,

With concepts Mosaic,

He sees the decline as appalling.

A valuable section is written,

Foretelling the One who was smitten;

With healing afforded,

For sinners disordered,

Like those that the serpents had bitten.
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The Lamb who received our transgressions;

Enduring intensive oppressions;

Was made sacrificial,

Complete and judicial,

Securing our sacred possessions.

His prosperous days were extended,

As mercy and goodness were blended;

His seed will awaken,

Not ever forsaken,

As those whom the Lord has befriended.

Jeremiah

If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from

their evil, I will repent of the evil that

I thought to do unto them. 

Jeremiah 18:8

Now the book of Jeremiah

Is a picture of our times,

With behavioural procedures getting worse;

When ungodliness is higher,

And the rate of evil climbs,

It accentuates our nation is perverse.

Now the prophet was persistent

In the warnings that he gave,

But the people were indifferent to hear;

For when sinners are resistant

From the cradle to the grave,

They are storing up a penalty severe.
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Lamentations

This I recall to my mind, 

therefore have I hope.

It is of the LORD’S mercies 

that we are not consumed,

because his compassions fail not.

They are new every morning:

great is thy faithfulness.

Lamentations 3:21, 22, 23

The prophet is sadly dejected;

His warnings on sin were neglected;

The city is almost deserted;

Its judgment could not be averted.

In hindsight he clearly remembers,

The Lord has a coal from the embers;

A remnant has always existed,

Though failures and sin have persisted.

His mercies are new every morning,

As sunlight awakens the dawning;

The Lord is my portion unending,

With praise and thanksgiving ascending.
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Ezekiel

Now it came to pass…as I was among the captives

by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened,

and I saw visions of God. 

Ezekiel 1:1

A vision of four living creatures,

With varied and humanlike features,

Each having four wings,

And wonderful things,

Appeared where a riverside reaches.

The noise of their wings was astounding,

Like waters profuse and abounding;

Majestic in tone,

As though from a Throne,

With thunder-like noises resounding.

The person who witnessed this wonder,

Of lightning and deafening thunder,

Fell onto the ground

In wonderment bound,

Aware of the charge he was under.

The prophet by signs he related,

Conveyed what the Lord indicated;

They signalled a trend

That time would defend,

For prophecy can’t be negated.

The rest of the story before us,

Concludes in a wonderful chorus;

For then we shall see

In greater degree,

What God has in store waiting for us. 
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Daniel

…many shall run to and fro, 

and knowledge shall be increased. 

Daniel 12:4

Now Daniel as records tell,

Is one who served his nation; 

Yet any purse could not reverse

A royal proclamation.

His daily pleas upon his knees

Were falsified as lawless;

He always prayed and duly stayed

With Him whose name is flawless.

A false report was slyly brought

To argue his denouncement;

The king was bound on legal ground

To honour his pronouncement.

But no decree of high degree

Could thwart divine approval;

The spies were brought before the court

And met a stark removal.

In later years among his peers

He gained a higher station;

His prophecy is what we see

In times of tribulation.

As many go both to and fro,

And knowledge is expanding;

They are the signs along the lines

That Scripture is demanding.
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When men are tried and purified

Their garments will be shining;

The undefiled and reconciled

Will never be repining.

Hosea

I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely. 

Hosea 14:4

The Lord loves the sinful backslider,

As well as the faithful abider;

He loves every sinner,

Both loser and winner,

For He is our trusted Confider.

Hosea received a directive,

Informal but very effective,

For this illustration,

Would show to the nation

A lesson when viewed in perspective.

The people of God were backsliding;

For gone were the days of abiding,

A call to repentance,

In light of the sentence,

Was heard in the midst of the chiding.

The lessons that can be extended

Are found in the Scriptures appended;

They point us directly,

And always correctly,

To Jesus the Saviour ascended.
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Joel

But Judah shall dwell for ever…Joel 3:20

The day of the Lord is approaching with haste;

The locusts are turning the land into waste;

The trumpets of warfare are sounding the call;

A day of thick darkness is ready to fall.

The terrible day of the Lord is at hand;

The militant forces are coming as planned;

Let earthbound inhabitants tremble with fear;

The arrogant rebels will fall by the spear.

Whoever shall call on the Lord shall be saved,

The slave or the outcast; the sinner depraved;

The same shall be saved as the Scriptures assert,

Not anymore destined for hellfire or hurt.

Amos

…prepare to meet thy God… Amos 4:12

Like the roaring of a lion,

So a voice was heard from Zion,

For the pastures of the shepherds they shall mourn;

For transgressions of the nations,

For their rank abominations,

So a fire shall fall upon them like the dawn.

In the pastures of Tekoa,

Days of shepherding were o’er,

For the plight of Israel was in the air;

So a herdsman gave a warning,

That an evil day was dawning,

For the burden he was bearing he must share;
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While denouncing their condition,

They accused him of sedition,

For his preaching was so vigorous and keen;

For a priest called Amaziah

Viewed his messages with ire,

For he prophesied against the kingly scene.

But the herdsman’s resolution

Did not suffer diminution,

As he answered these pernicious goings on;

I was given my credential,

As a calling providential,

Being neither prophet nor a prophet’s son.

I was herding in the pasture,

When a voice came from the Master,

For the Lord did so command me there to go;

Prophesy unto this nation,

It shall suffer devastation,

For their wickedness has brought them very low.

When the nation has been sifted,

And the dark clouds have been lifted,

God will build again the kingdom as of old;

For His people will be planted,

In the place that He has granted,

For the harvest of the Lord is yet untold.
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Obadiah

And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount

of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the LORD’S. Obadiah 21

The judgment proclaimed against Edom is heard;

A nation where shameful events have occurred;

Their hostile aggression,

Against God’s possession,

Has brought the destruction contained in His word.

The judgment of nations will also ensue;

A wrath that no empire can hope to subdue;

But holy mount Zion,

And God we rely on,

Shall be our abode in a home that is true.

Jonah

When my soul fainted within me I remembered the LORD:

and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple. Jonah 2:7

God spoke to Jonah by word of command;

Nineveh’s judgment was due;

But when he heard of that murderous land,

He joined a seafaring crew.

Having embarked on a ship with the mates,

Jonah assumed he was clear;

But they were soon in some desperate straits,

Caught in a tempest severe.

Jonah was thrown overboard by the men,

For he’d confessed to the plight;

He found himself in a submarine pen,

As a great fish made a bite.
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While in the fish he cried out to the Lord,

Knowing He only can save;

God heard his cry and his life was restored,

For the confession he gave.

So when the fish spewed him out on the beach,

God gave the summons anew;

Nineveh heard a calamitous speech;

Judgment was long overdue.

But as we know from the following text,

Judgment in fact did not fall;

Utter conviction had rendered them vexed,

Sackcloth was put on by all.

Though they were wicked as men are assessed,

Wrath did not come with a shout;

Just as with men who are demon-possessed,

God drove the wickedness out.

Micah

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among

the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth

unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth

have been from of old, from everlasting. Micah 5:2 

Who then is like unto Yahweh our Lord?

Holy, unique and transcendent;

Bathed in a glory no words can record;

Ever supreme and resplendent.

Yahweh has chosen a people of old,

Formed as a nation and tested;

Guarded and fostered like sheep in a fold;

Kept as a treasure invested.
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Jacob is placed as a prominent sign,

Held up before all the nations;

Reaping his harvest and drinking his wine,

Till he forsook his probations.

Since being rescued from bondage and pain,

Out from the Gentile oppression;

He has defected again and again,

Leaving his lawful possession.

Yet on a day that the Lord has decreed,

He will return to the mountain;

Dwelling where only the ransomed can feed,

By a celestial fountain.

Nahum

The burden of Nineveh.

The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.

Nahum 1:1

The vision of the Elkoshite:

The Lord reserves His wrath;

For evil He will yet requite,

And heal the aftermath.

Where is the proud Assyrian?

His kingdom is no more;

The costly trade he meanly ran,

Was filled with blood and gore.

He captured men in their distress,

And flayed them as they lay;

He boasted of his great success,

Inflicted on his prey.
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O woe thou city full of lies;

Its victims never leave;

Thy harlotries and sorceries,

Shall cause thy soul to grieve.

Thy strongholds are as ripened fruit;

If shaken they shall fall;

The sword shall cut off thy pursuit,

And smite thee at the wall.

Thy shepherds and thy nobles rest;

Thy host are scattered far;

They do not come at thy behest;

Abandoned as they are.

For all who hear the news of thee,

Shall stand and clap their hands;

Thine evil shall no longer be

The scourge of many lands.

Habakkuk

I will stand upon my watch. Habakkuk 2:1

How long shall I cry and Thou wilt not hear?

For strife and contention abound;

Perversion of justice has grown severe;

The righteous are hemmed in around.

The answer came forth from a godly source,

Be shocked by the vision you see;

A nation shall come as a mighty force,

An army with strong cavalry.

Yet pride will eventually bring them low;

And drunkenness shall be a snare;

For when they are toasting the gods they know,

Destruction shall come unaware.
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The Lord is my strength as the days go by;

My feet shall not slip on the steep;

He makes me to walk on the hills so high,

And keeps a watch over my sleep.

Zephaniah

The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; 

he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy. 

Zephaniah 3:17

The word of God went forth again

And came to Zephaniah;

He prophesied of deadly pain,

As damaging as fire.

I will consume both man and beast,

The birds and fish abruptly;

The idols and the pagan priest,

For actions done corruptly.

So shall there be that very day

A wailing from the Quarter;

And those upon the hilltops grey

Shall perish in the slaughter.

For Gaza shall be desolate,

And Ashkelon forsaken;

The Cherethites will meet their fate

When they are overtaken.

O daughter of Jerusalem,

Be glad and shout with laughter;

The Lord shall be your diadem,

In paradise hereafter.
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Haggai

Consider your ways. Haggai 1:5

Now consider your ways,

Was the prevalent phrase,

For the harvest was constantly failing;

Both the oil and the wine

Were in steady decline,

With economies meagre and ailing.

So the prophet Haggai

Spoke to those standing by,

Bring the wood for God’s house and start building;

For the outward effect

Of their sinful neglect,

Was not shared in the homes they were gilding.

Then the house of the Lord

Had its structure restored,

For the men had their spirits uplifted;

As did also the priest,

With the great and the least,

For God welcomes the poor and the gifted.

Zechariah

Behold the man whose name is THE BRANCH. Zechariah 6:12

The Lord is King o’er all the earth,

As prophecies have spoken;

Where fountains play and rivers rise;

Where mountain ranges meet the skies;

Where hope begins and never dies,

In hearts that He has woken. 
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The Lord is King o’er all the earth,

His name is our possession;

It quenches Satan’s fiery darts;

It strengthens poor and weary hearts,

As life is born and death departs,

Confirming our confession.

The Lord is King o’er all the earth,

The royal choir is waiting;

For lo here comes the chosen bride,

Her Lord and Saviour by her side,

In whom the saints of God abide,

With joy reverberating.

Malachi

For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same

my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place

incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering:

for my name shall be great among the heathen,

saith the LORD of hosts.

Malachi 1:11

Our Redeemer shall be great among the nations,

When they offer up acceptable oblations;

From the rising of the sun,

Till the daily work is done,

So His name shall be revered for generations.

Do we not all have a Fatherly Creator?

Is He not the everlasting Legislator?

Yet we’ve scandalised His laws

In our treachery and wars,

While apostasy is ever getting greater.
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Now behold a day is coming full of burning,

With the wages every reprobate is earning;

But the precious ones will shine;

As He said they shall be Mine;

For the Lord will spare His own at His returning.

Guidance

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart;

and lean not unto thine own understanding.

Proverbs 3:5

Trust in Jehovah in all of your cares;

Lean not on wisdom your own;

Acknowledge Him in your daily affairs;

Make your discipleship known.

Honour Jehovah with all you possess;

Give Him your daily increase;

So will your barns be filled up with excess;

New wine will flow on your lease.

Withhold not good unto those it is due;

Give when you have it in hand;

Render no evil to neighbours with you;

Take a hospitable stand. 

So will your life be a token of grace;

Others by this will be blest;

And when you stand before God face to face,

You will find mercy and rest.
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Virtue

A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: but she

that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones.

Proverbs 12:4

A virtuous wife is the crown of her spouse,

Adorning the one who is head of the house;

But she who brings shame with her irritant moans,

Is like adding rottenness into his bones.

The way of a fool is correct in his eyes,

But he who heeds counsel is reckoned as wise;

The wrath of a fool is immediately seen,

But he who is prudent hides matters unclean.

The tongue of the wise is a spiritual aid;

It lifts up the soul when affections are frayed;

The lips of the truthful forever will stay;

But mouths of deceit will not last for a day.

Seduction

…I looked through my casement, and beheld among

the simple ones… a young man void of understanding…

and, behold, there met him a woman with the attire

of a harlot, and subtle of heart. Proverbs 7:6, 7, 10
I saw a young man through my lattice,

Outside on the street where my flat is;

I then saw a woman approaching;

Her trade didn’t need any coaching.

She had the attire of a harlot,

With rubies and ribbons of scarlet;

And then he went in with this daughter,

Like oxen are led to the slaughter.
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An arrow was struck through his liver;

A fate that would cause you to shiver;

Her house is a chamber of sorrow,

Where hell will be waiting tomorrow.

Understanding

Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not.

Proverbs 4:5

Take note of what God is commanding;

Get wisdom and get understanding;

For they will preserve you,

Though ills may unnerve you;

Such assets will strengthen your standing.

Your life will be deeper and richer,

Like Rachel who filled up her pitcher;

Though troubles may hound you,

God’s grace will surround you,

And keep you from any bewitcher.

Take hold of the Saviour’s instruction;

Discard any mortal deduction;

A pathway is shining

For souls who are pining,

And waiting to see God’s production.

Diligence

The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing:

but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat. Proverbs 13:4

The sluggard desires and is poorer;

For him no pronouncement is surer;

The diligent soul will be wealthy,

Because he is actively healthy.
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With pride there is always contention,

And any such thing we could mention;

But wisdom befits the enlightened,

Whose knowledge of God has been heightened.

A good understanding gives favour,

As trustworthy souls do not waver;

The lot of the lawless is blighted;

In Christ it can always be righted.

Justified

Blessings are upon the head of the just. 

Proverbs 10:6

The fear of the Lord is the pathway of peace,

Prolonging our pilgrimage days;

The hope of the righteous secures their release:

A solace amidst all the frays.

The ones counted righteous will never be moved;

Their mouth utters wisdom from high;

The tongue of the perverse is found disapproved;

Their day of accounting is nigh.

Riches

A false balance is abomination to the LORD. 

Proverbs 11:1

Riches do not profit when afflictions come;

Neither will possessions be of use for some;

Righteousness imputed sees a person just;

Faith in the Redeemer is the only must.

Those who trust in riches will entirely fall;

Not responding simply to the gospel call;

Blessedness will follow when there is no blame:

Anyone investing in the Saviour’s name.
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Idleness

How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard!

when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep?

Proverbs 6:9

Go look at the ant now you slacker!

It’s busier than a store-packer;

Not having a ruler,

It stores up its cooler

In summer with food like a tracker.

How long will you languish, O sleeper?

Your life is a gift from your Keeper;

Before you awaken

Your life will be taken,

With nothing to show for the reaper.

Your poverty will be encountered,

As daily omissions have mounted;

The life that you ordered, 

Has long been recorded,

And stands as a judgment accounted.

The First Lady

For whoso findeth me findeth life, 

and shall obtain favour of the LORD.

Proverbs 8:35

A lady cries out in the street;

She takes up her stand on the hill;

Alongside or where the paths meet;

In cities or there at the mill.
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For wisdom was there at the start;

Before God established the earth;

In life she is there at the heart;

Without her is nothing of worth.

Now therefore, my children, give heed;

Hear teaching and you will be wise;

For this is for you and your seed:

Whoever finds her never dies.

Invitation

Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn

out her seven pillars. Proverbs 9:1

Wisdom has built up a house for the poor,

Founded on pillars of strength;

Furnished her table and opened the door;

Made preparation at length.

Come eat my bread and partake of my wine;

Cast aside folly and live;

Go in the way of a manner divine;

God has a treasure to give.

Contrary Vices

Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? 

who hath babbling? who hath wounds without cause? 

who hath redness of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; 

they that go to seek mixed wine. 

Proverbs 23:29, 30

Who then is plagued with a barrel of woe?

Who suffers wounds not incurred by a foe?

Who has got redness of eyes before nine?

Those who meander in search of new wine.
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Do not be looking on wine when it’s red;

For it brings vagueness of thought in your head;

Then at the end it will bite like a sting,

So will your conduct be kept on a string.

Spend not your pleasures on drink and the like,

Join not with drinkers abroad on a hike;

Drunkards ingrained are as vain as can be,

As they indulge in their meaningless spree.

So friend be wary if wine you partake;

Drinking companions can leave you a rake;

Seek out the friendship of Someone who cares,

Pledged with a love that He kindles and shares.

The Weak and the Wise

There be four things which are little upon the earth,

but they are exceeding wise: 

The ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare

their meat in the summer. Proverbs 30:24, 25

Who has ascended on high or descended?

Who has a home for a soul unbefriended?

Who has designed all the various creatures?

Who shaped the mountains and fashioned their features?

Each word of God is a pearl to be trusted,

Just as a crown has its jewels encrusted;

Do not add thereto lest He should reprove thee;

For He is able to scourge or remove thee.

These two requests have I made ere my dying;

Save me from vanity, also from lying;

Guard me from all that is wayward or erring;

Lead me in paths that Thy love is preferring.

Poems of the Lord    Page 561


There are some things I consider past knowing,

Such as the eagle wherever it’s going;

Serpents on rocks in the rest they are taking;

Lovers involved in the art of love-making.

Creatures so small having wisdom and reason;

Ants as they gather their food in its season;

Little rock badgers in various places,

Making their homes in the craggy rock faces.

Let us sum up all the factors amended,

Nothing unclean can be blessed or defended,

Only the work that is just will be lauded;

All that the Scriptures have daily afforded.

Matthew

…and thou shalt call his name JESUS: 

for he shall save his people from their sins.

Matthew 1:21

Matthew is tracing the line of the King,

Down to conception and birth;

Angels are watching with joy as they sing;

Jesus is born on the earth.

John is the herald announcing the Son;

Let every pathway be straight;

As he baptises each sorrowful one,

Leaving their perilous state.

Now comes The Branch as the prophets foretold,

Wholly fulfilling the Law;

Calling His sheep like the shepherds of old;

Those He foreknew long before.
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Paying the ransom demanded for sin;

Bearing it all on the tree;

Breaking the grip that we humans are in;

Making His followers free.

Coming again to establish His throne;

Let every rebel beware;

Only believers are counted His own;

Others will die in despair.

Mark

The voice of one crying in the wilderness,

Prepare ye the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.

Mark 1:3

So starts the gospel of Jesus the Christ;

John the Baptizer is calling;

People are coming and being baptized;

Though some detractors are stalling.

Jesus is tested throughout forty days,

Keeping His faith resolutely;

Satan has many more traps that he lays,

But he will fail absolutely.

Judas is used as a suitable tool,

Being a thief and a liar;

But like the proud unbeliever or fool,

He will proceed to the Fire.

Jesus came through at the ultimate test;

God saw His justice untainted;

All who would enter His glorious rest

Must be with Jesus acquainted.
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Luke

It seemed good to me also, having had

perfect understanding of all things from the very first,

to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus…

Luke 1:3

Luke begins his true account

With perfect comprehension;

Jesus is the Living Fount

Who captures our attention.

There is not a greater life

That ever was related;

Bringing peace amid the strife

That sin has generated.

Visiting the needy folk

With bodily affliction;

Those with whom He kindly spoke

Were trapped in their addiction.

Sin is our endemic curse:

A universal cancer;

Going on from bad to worse

Without the proper answer.

Jesus is the only cure,

By death and resurrection;

He can make the sinner pure

From every vile infection.
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John

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,

(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only

begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. John 1:14

God has come, Emmanuel,

The Lord of hosts is risen;

Manifest on earth as was decreed;

Lo, He hath done all things well,

Releasing us from prison,

By His blessed sacrificial deed.

We are like a broken pot

Or vase that can’t be mended;

Everything was lost when Adam sinned;

Sin is our inherent lot

And cannot be defended;

Spreading through the planet like the wind.

God has come, the debt is paid,

The chain of death is broken;

Jesus Christ was slain on Calvary;

With a new foundation laid,

His risen life has spoken;

Let us share by faith His victory.

Acts

The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all

 that Jesus began both to do and to teach… Acts 1:1

The former treatise that he wrote

About the Saviour’s teaching,

Included many deeds of note

Eternal and far-reaching.

Poems of the Lord    Page 565


So now the writer follows through

The outcome of that era;

For every word of God is true,

And judgment is much nearer.

As Jesus died and rose again,

Salvation is completed;

The devil can no longer reign,

For death has been defeated.

We all are born in slavery,

Though many would deny it,

Salvation is provided free;

We cannot earn or buy it.

The Jews were first to hear the news

That Jesus is Messiah;

We can receive Him or refuse;

Rejection leads to fire.

Romans

I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians.

Romans 1:14

The first educational letter

That follows the book of the Acts;

Makes every believer a debtor

To learn all the relevant facts.

The teaching is so comprehensive,

It stands as a true masterpiece;

Salvation is real and extensive,

For Jesus has won our release.
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The Spirit who guided the writer

Is also the One who reveals;

Convicting the battle-scarred fighter,

That Christ is the Saviour who heals.

The practical teaching appended

Is so much a part of the whole;

A book to be highly commended;

Transforming the diligent soul.

1 Corinthians

For as in Adam all die,

even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

1 Corinthians 15:22

The Christians at Corinth were factious;

Possessing all spiritual gifts;

Their meetings were littered with fractures;

Disrupted by quarrels and rifts.

A church the apostle had founded,

Had wandered away from the Word;

Believers not scripturally grounded,

Succumb to the troubles incurred.

Their carnal and fleshly behaviour,

In light of the teaching received,

Did not honour Jesus the Saviour,

In whom they had firmly believed.

This letter has much information,

On practical issues withal;

It profits our daily vocation,

And furthers our spiritual call.
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2 Corinthians

For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy:

for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present

you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 2 Corinthians 11:2

Paul defends his ministry

And gospel presentation;

Setting forth the mystery:

The church age dispensation.

It was not expedient

That Paul should boast unduly;

Yet he found his heart’s content

In serving Jesus truly.

Finally he says farewell

To brethren he had nourished;

Death can never ring its knell

When faith has sprung and flourished.

Galatians

Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ

hath made us free, and be not entangled

again with the yoke of bondage. Galatians 5:1

Legalism enters in

When grace has been discarded;

As another form of sin,

It keeps the soul retarded.

Having started truthfully

Galatians were regressing;

Paul rebuked them ruefully

In matters so distressing.
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Law and spirit have a place

As once for all intended;

Life is set on truth and grace

In Christ who is ascended.

Standing fast in liberty

Should be the stance we’ve taken;

Jesus Christ has made us free;

Let bondage be forsaken.

Ephesians

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus

unto good works, which God hath before ordained

that we should walk in them.

Ephesians 2:10

Now we have been reconciled,

Our worship should be holy;

Simply trusting as a child,

Not sad or melancholy.

We are God’s own workmanship,

When born again in Jesus;

As we often fall or slip,

The battle never ceases.

Christians unprepared for war

Are lacking in their armour;

Those who know the battle score

Are resolute and calmer.

Praying always day and night;

Intent on their vocation;

Watching thereto in the fight

With steadfast application.
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Philippians

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.

Let your moderation be known unto all men.

The Lord is at hand. Philippians 4:4, 5

Rejoice again I say rejoice,

Let gentleness be known;

The Lord has made His sovereign choice,

For righteousness is sown.

Be nothing anxious, oft in prayer;

Think matters pure and good;

Our problems He will gladly share,

For they are understood.

He will supply our daily needs

From riches held in store;

Rewarding just and godly deeds,

That He ordained before.

Colossians

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.

Colossians 1:12

In rendering thanks to the Father of light,

The writer addresses the God of all might,

Who made us partakers of glorious hope,

In all we inherit with heavenly scope.

Who also has saved us from ravages great,

From powers of darkness and legions of hate;

Transferring us into the realm of His Son,

That Jesus secured by the battle He won.
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In whom is redemption through faith in His blood;

Forgiveness of sins in which bondage we stood;

And having made peace through the blood of His cross,

Our many transgressions are reckoned as loss.

1 Thessalonians

For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord

so cometh as a thief in the night. 1 Thessalonians 5:2

As the coming of the Lord is drawing nigh,

We must call upon His name before we die;

He will come as a marauder in the night;

For the sleepers it will be a time of fright.

For the Church His soon appearing will be dear;

As believers are not overcome with fear;

He will come and then receive them in the air;

His appraisal will be imminent from there.

His commandments are explicit and precise;

Preparation ere we meet Him in the skies;

As the battle for authority is won,

We must answer for the work that we have done. 

2 Thessalonians

And then shall that Wicked be revealed,

whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth,

and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.

2 Thessalonians 2:8

This epistle, chapter two,

Speaks of crises coming through;

It is linked with other verse;

Books that we should well rehearse.
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Tribulation is in store;

Now much nearer than before;

When that Wicked is revealed,

Earth becomes a battlefield.

Testing never more severe,

Happens when the beast is here;

People who refuse his mark

Are like those within the ark.

For a season he will rule,

In his antichristian school;

But the Lord will bring his death,

By the exhale of His breath.

We have naught to dread or fear,

If the Lord our God is near;

He must dwell within our heart,

Fear of death will then depart.

1 Timothy

For bodily exercise profiteth little: 

but godliness is profitable unto all things,

having promise of the life that now is, 

and of that which is to come. 1 Timothy 4:8

The pastorals, as they are known,

Are letters fundamental;

For churches where the seed is sown,

Instruction is essential.

Procedures as to discipline,

Must always be attendant;

Whatever state the church is in,

On Christ it is dependent.
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As Paul conveys to Timothy

This vital information,

There is no room for sympathy

For any violation.

The church of God has been ordained

To show divine reflection;

Its life has always been sustained

Through every dark defection.

A light that shines upon a hill,

As preached by Christian founders,

Remains our obligation still

To lighten those around us.

2 Timothy

Preach the word; be instant in season,

out of season.

2 Timothy 4:2

Though a saint was in chains,

Yet his writing remains,

As he warns of the times of declension;

When resentment concludes

With divisions and feuds,

It’s akin to satanic dissension.

It is almost a curse

When the evil gets worse,

And the age is approaching conclusion;

But the scripture informs

Of the godlier norms,

In the midst of a worldly confusion.
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The apostle gives charge

To believers at large,

Preach the word and be instant in season;

For the Lord will appear,

With a word of good cheer;

But for rebels the charge will be treason.

Titus

This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm

constantly, that they which have believed in God might

be careful to maintain good works.

These things are good and profitable unto men.

Titus 3:8

The believers in Crete

Whether proud or discreet,

Needed teaching with true resolution;

So a teacher was sent,

With a purposeful bent,

To establish a firm constitution.

He would put them in mind

Of behaviours that bind,

And the doctrine they should be adorning;

For the works they produce,

And the wordage they use,

Will be judged on a forthcoming morning.

There will always be needs,

For benevolent deeds,

If performed with the right motivation;

In the ongoing fray,

That we meet every day,

There is scope for a full application.
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Philemon

I beseech thee for my son Onesimus,

whom I have begotten in my bonds.

Philemon 10

A runaway slave was converted;

His heart had been somehow alerted;

The gospel he heard,

From God’s holy word;

Cannot be more strongly asserted.

The gospel is God’s final warning,

That glory or judgment is dawning;

A lifeline of hope,

With limitless scope,

We should not be guilty of scorning.

The good news that came in his hearing,

Dispelled any fate he was fearing;

He heard of the claim

Of God’s holy name,

A Saviour whose love is endearing.

A useful disciple instructed,

Was now in God’s service inducted;

Sent back with a call,

Requested by Paul,

That he be in kindness conducted.

He asked that a brother respected,

Would welcome his servant subjected;

Not now as enslaved,

But ransomed and saved,

Renewed by the Lord and elected.
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Hebrews

Pray for us. Hebrews 13:18

The temple that Herod erected,

Would shortly become unprotected;

Jerusalem’s fate,

Had tarried of late,

According as it was projected.

The Hebrew epistle ensuing,

Rebukes what the readers were doing;

The Mosaic law

Incumbent before,

Was still what the Jews were pursuing.

The writer reveals to his readers,

The new dispensation procedures;

The Veil has been rent,

To end all dissent,

The Lord is ascended to feed us.

A new age has dawned full of meaning,

With converts already past weaning;

A word that is sure

Has made them mature, 

And kept them by food they are gleaning.

James

Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well:

the devils also believe, and tremble. James 2:19

The epistle of James

With its practical aims,

Has a real occupational leaning;

When instruction is heard,

But the heart is not stirred,

There is nothing forthcoming of meaning.
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When the truth is believed,

And the Lord is received,

It begins to outflow like a river;

As the diligent deed

For the widow in need,

Is a blessing for her and the giver.

What is causing the wars,

Or the petty uproars,

Is it not from the lust in your members?

Ye desire to obtain,

Some advantage or gain,

But are left with the pitiful embers.

Both the proud and the rich,

Will fall into the ditch,

For the riches they gained are perverted;

For the silver and gold,

They implacably hold,

Are illicit though much controverted.

Now to brethren he speaks,

For their welfare he seeks,

Is there anyone sickly or ailing?

Let the church elders pray,

As requested they may,

For the Lord will restore him unfailing.

As Elijah appeared

For the Master he feared,

And he prayed that it might not be raining;

So it rained not by space,

Of three years and a pace,

For the Lord brought the drought by restraining.
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If a fellowship errs,

Or a fault reoccurs,

And a brother by love should restore them;

It will save many souls,

Falling into the holes,

That would otherwise linger before them.

1 Peter

Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind,

be sober, and hope to the end for the grace

that is to be brought unto you at the

revelation of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 1:13

As Peter has written two letters,

We value the standards they set us;

Our loins must be girded,

With thought patterns furthered,

While loosing our earthen-bound fetters.

For every devout exhortation,

Contributes to our preparation;

There is no perception,

Or any conception,

That equals our glorification.

We therefore must take up the baton,

And follow the sanctified pattern,

The race is for winning,

As from the beginning,

We must not feel put out or sat on.
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2 Peter

...there shall come in the last days scoffers...2 Peter 3:3

The content of this letter

Could not be stated better;

It scotches speculations

About our destinations.

This temporal creation,

With all its habitation,

Is heading for destruction,

With no more reconstruction.

The works that dwell within it,

Have got a certain limit;

Conceived by fallen creatures,

They err in all their features.

A new creation beckons,

Where incorruption reckons;

A providential action,

For God’s own satisfaction.

1 John

Little children, it is the last time: 1 John 2:18

What formerly John had narrated

In scrolls that had been circulated,

He brings to a real application

In everyday life conversation.

To walk in the light is essential;

Sustaining a worthy credential;

Confession of sin to the Father,

Will cleanse from the errors we gather.
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He stresses the need of persistence,

In lives that display their consistence;

With love as the true motivation,

As long as its measured duration.

2 John

Look to yourselves... 2 John 8

We should not be willing partakers

Of false information by fakers;

To bid them God speed

In their evil deed,

Will make us like covenant breakers.

For many deceivers have entered

With doctrine perversely invented;

Confessing not Christ,

Whose death has sufficed

To save anyone oriented. 

But John is profoundly rejoicing

In Christians with whom he’s discoursing;

Their walk in the truth,

Brings comfort, forsooth,

Which all his desires are endorsing.

3 John

…ye know that our record is true 3 John 12

The elder is writing to Gaius,

As one of the gospel portrayers;

A brother outgoing,

Beloved and growing,

He ranks with the better-known stayers.
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Demetrius too is recorded,

As having a walk that is ordered;

He also has noted

His conduct devoted

To all that is truthful and lauded.

Jude

But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before

of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; How that they told

you there should be mockers in the last time…Jude 17, 18

The last days are here with the mockers;

Such things should not worry or shock us;

With minds disaffected,

And souls unprotected,

They counter the gospel like blockers. 

They choose to ignore every warning,

With shameful assertions and scorning;

Their fate is impending,

As wrath is descending,

For judgment will come at the dawning.

Revelation

He which testifieth these things saith,

Surely I come quickly. Amen.

Even so, come, Lord Jesus.

Revelation 22:20

This book has been widely disputed,

By men otherwise well reputed;

The figures and signs,

On various lines,

Are fitting and readily suited.
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The church can be seen in its stages;

Or passing along through the ages;

Not mentioned at all,

When punishments fall,

And demons are loosed from their cages.

The prophecies will be completed,

For none have been ever deleted;

The gospel is still,

The cure for all ill,

Before coming judgment is meted.

The Lord will be coming in glory,

To finish His wonderful story;

For those in His love,

A mansion above,

For others a banishment gory.

Prayer

Pray without ceasing. 

1 Thessalonians 5:17

The Lord has omnipotent forces,

That keeps all the stars in their courses,

Its power and might,

Is well out of sight,

Yet Jesus controls its resources.

He taught us to pray without ceasing,

For then would our sins be decreasing,

We cannot assess,

How much it would bless,

And captives it could be releasing.
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The Lord can transform any being,

Or change any life we are seeing,

They can be reborn,

As others we mourn;

The sentence of death will be fleeing.

We should get our lives in perspective,

Ensuring our prayers are effective,

We never know when

We reach the amen,

And go to a higher objective.

The Lord will receive our petitions,

As long as we keep His conditions

Our heart must be right,

No trespass in sight,

Respecting His known prohibitions.

We can be assured of the blessing,

With thankfulness daily expressing;

Consistent and bold,

Like warriors of old,

With armour unequalled possessing.

Style

It seemed good to me also… to write unto thee... Luke 1:3

The gospel writers have a style

According to their leaning;

Their background or their domicile

Does not affect their meaning.

In Matthew there is interplay

With narrative and training;

Events that happened every day

That Jesus was explaining.
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The Mark account is more concise

With emphasis on action;

The author uses this device

With utmost satisfaction.

The influence that Peter made

Is open to conjecture;

The characters are well portrayed

With strokes of architecture.

A most descriptive style is seen

In Luke’s official writing;

He takes us right behind the scene

With pictures so inviting.

The detail is so very clear,

Precise and interesting;

The ministry of One so dear

Is worthy of digesting.

In John the words are very deep,

With infinite proposal;

The harvest field is there to reap,

And placed at our disposal.

The vivid signs and interviews

Are lucid and compelling;

They underline the gospel news

Each paragraph is telling.
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Crowns

Know ye not that they which run in a race

run all, but one receiveth the prize?

Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown;

but we an incorruptible. 1 Corinthians 9:24, 25

Now royalty with bearing,

Have crowns upon their head;

The symbol they are wearing,

Remains till they are dead.

Yet crowns will be awarded,

To common people too;

With gifts they have not hoarded,

But shared in all they do.

A crown of life is mentioned,

For doing as we’re told;

For we are never pensioned,

When in the Saviour’s fold.

A special crown is waiting

For shepherds of the flock;

As they are elevating,

The Saviour and the Rock.

The humble and the fearing,

Who serve with faithfulness,

Will at the Lord’s appearing,

Be crowned with righteousness.

A crown of joy abounding,

Is shared by everyone;

Who with their praise resounding,

Rejoice in God the Son.
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Books

Notwithstanding in this rejoice not,

that the spirits are subject unto you;

but rather rejoice, because your names

are written in heaven. Luke 10:20

Are you in the book of life?

Is your name recorded?

Are you torn with daily strife?

Is your life disordered?

Maybe you are doing well,

Healthy and progressing;

Good works cannot save from hell,

Nor can window-dressing.

There will be a book of works,

Not of grades or prizes;

Where the real disclosure lurks,

Without any guises.

Jesus has a book of grace,

Filled with names of sinners;

People who were in disgrace,

Till He made them winners.

Also an instruction book,

Written for the sickly,

We should take a closer look;

Acting on it quickly.

Then a book with seven seals,

Having wrath and thunder;

As the prophecy reveals,

It will burst asunder.
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Only Christ can make us clean;

Hope for the dejected;

When the Lord comes on the scene,

All will be corrected.

The Solution

…blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.

Luke 7:23

Accordingly the earth began

By word of God’s command;

Creating climates fit for man,

Distinct and ably planned.

Each artefact that man designed,

For work and sowing seed,

Gave instruments of every kind,

He harnessed for his need.

Intelligence met every test;

Judicial means were staid;

Kind-heartedness was at its best;

Love-overtures were made.

Malpractice grew in course of time;

Norms suffered an abuse;

Outrageous was the state of crime,

Persistent in its use.

Quite evident was every woe;

Regard for good declined;

Subversiveness was on the go;

True love was undermined.
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Unstoppable with passing time,

Vendettas spread abroad;

We cannot stop this woeful climb,

Yet we shall face the Lord.

The lesson from this ABC

Of basic history,

Is that we’ve lost our sanity,

As anyone can see.

The only way we can survive

The judgment that is due,

Is turn to Christ who is alive,

Who died for me and you.

Our High Priest

Sanctify them through thy truth:

thy word is truth. John 17:17

When Jesus prayed His priestly prayer,

His public work completed;

He faced the cross He had to bear,

Where sin would be defeated.

He asked that He be glorified,

As having got all power;

His Father also magnified,

At this His final hour.

He had revealed the Father’s name

To those He had been given;

And they had kept His word the same,

Eternal life in heaven.
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While He was with them in the world,

He kept them by His teaching;

The holy banner He unfurled

Exemplified His preaching.

He prayed they might be sanctified

The truth would be the token;

In that it had identified

The word that He had spoken.

He asked that they become as one,

In fellowship united;

As in the Father and the Son,

A bond that can’t be slighted.

He also prayed for other sheep:

Believers down the ages;

Who likewise would His doctrine keep,

Found in the Bible pages.

Maturity

That we henceforth be no more children,

tossed to and fro, and carried about

with every wind of doctrine…

Ephesians 4:14

Teaching on maturity

Is found in sacred writing;

Not just for our purity,

But for the war we’re fighting.

Growing is a learning curve,

While life is still persisting;

Straining every cord and nerve,

And anything worth listing.
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Taking in the written word

Is only half the story;

If its use has not occurred,

It cannot count for glory.

Christians have a given slot

To minister to others;

With whatever gift they’ve got,

To edify their brothers.

We must have integrity:

The armour God provided;

Satan has a strategy

To get the saints divided.

We can reach maturity

By incremental stages;

Blest with a gratuity

That lasts throughout the ages.

Probation

How shall we escape, if we neglect so

great salvation…? Hebrews 2:3

We live in this world on probation;

A test that may seem like a drudge;

We cannot foresee its duration,

Before we must answer the Judge.

A limited time was afforded,

While Noah was building the ark;

It was not until he had boarded,

That many were left in the dark.

Poems of the Lord    Page 590


While Moses was absent on calling,

Receiving the law as a guide,

The people did something appalling,

And many were punished and died.

The wilderness crossing they wended,

Provided a way to the land;

Before the first episode ended,

They sank to a renegade band.

The next generation was tested;

They wandered for forty years more;

The lessons they saw and digested,

Prepared them for imminent war.

The forty days Jesus was tested,

Prepared Him for what would ensue;

His resolute will was not wrested

By Satan in all he could do.

The forty years after Ascension:

A time for the Jews to repent,

Expired amid heartache and tension;

Their city was ravaged and rent.

How long shall we stay on probation?

When will our entitlement cease?

Today is the day of salvation;

We head for perdition or peace.
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Reason

Come now, and let us reason together,

saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet,

 they shall be as white as snow;

though they be red like crimson,

 they shall be as wool. 

Isaiah 1:18

Reason should not be discarded,

Whether the gospel is true;

Factors we have not regarded,

Could bring the whole into view.

We can’t deny we are guilty;

Cursed with the deadliest ill;

If any channel is silty,

Onward progression is nil.

Truth has been given to serve us;

Conscience is witnessing too;

Prisoners waiting and nervous,

Know that a sentence is due.

Truth is not feared or offensive,

If we have followed its path;

But if it’s deemed reprehensive,

There will be imminent wrath.

Reason is never outdated;

No one should have any qualms;

This is a theme illustrated,

Featured in all of the psalms.
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So let us reason together,

Whatever state we are in;

Reaching the end of our tether,

Jesus can save us from sin.

Conspiracy

Lest Satan should get an advantage of us:

for we are not ignorant of his devices.

2 Corinthians 2:11

There is a real conspiracy

Existing through the ages;

An evil-centred strategy,

That infiltrates by stages.

It started out with Lucifer

Who sought his own promotion;

His downfall did not least deter

His surreptitious potion.

Deception is the clever trick

He uses with illusion;

Because we are by nature sick,

It causes much confusion.

He tried to kill the royal line,

And stop the Lord’s appearing;

But like the demons in the swine,

His fiery doom is nearing.

Before he has his final fling

There will be further lying;

His counterfeits contain a sting,

With many thousands dying.
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Escape from this conspiracy

Is open for believers;

For Christ has won the victory,

And He will not deceive us.

Drifting

Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise

being left us of entering into his rest,

any of you should seem to come short of it.

Hebrews 4:1

Someone may be thinking

Life is dull and shrinking,

Working for a meal is all we need;

Yet an undertaking,

Lies within our making,

Every soul must have its daily feed.

Revelry and laughter,

Can be just a chapter;

As it simulates a sense of bliss;

Natural perception,

Often is deception:

Leading to an underworld abyss.

Death is not inviting

When its call is biting,

If we have not settled higher scores;

Judgment will be waiting,

As the Word is stating;

Hell is never short of open doors.
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Let us pay attention,

Factors we should mention:

Every day that passes is a test;

Jesus Christ is risen,

Sins have been forgiven;

Let us enter now into His rest.

Restoration

…follow thou Me. John 21:22

When Jesus arose from the grave,

He showed Himself unto His own;

A forty day period He gave,

Before He returned to His throne.

Now Peter, a fisher by trade,

Took six of his fellows afloat;

But every attempt that they made,

Did not land a fish in the boat.

A Person stood by on the beach;

He knew they had naught in the bag;

Yet there were some fish within reach;

He told them to throw out the drag.

They hauled in a volume of fish;

In all this the net did not break;

The Lord had prepared them a dish,

So breakfast was ready to take.

Now when they had eaten the meal,

The Lord took His servant aside,

For Peter had once made a deal,

Then later his Saviour denied.
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The Lord wanted Peter to know,

That he was already restored;

God’s love never ceases to flow

For sinners He welcomes aboard.

Smokescreens

Not by works of righteousness which we have done,

but according to his mercy he saved us,

by the washing of regeneration,

and renewing of the Holy Ghost. Titus 3:5

Smokescreens are a vital tool

The enemy is using;

He is neither friend nor fool

In methods of his choosing.

Apathy is number one;

We think it does not matter;

When we die then all is gone;

Yet such is idle chatter.

Human good is on the list:

The standard we are setting;

Good enough as we insist,

Behaviour not regretting.

Charity we volunteer,

Assistance for the needy;

Ready with a word of cheer,

Not prejudiced nor greedy.

Good deeds done by anyone

Are valuable and timely;

And when all is said and done,

They hold a place sublimely.
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When the smoke has cleared away,

The truth will be emergent;

Light upon the judgment day

Will show what is divergent.

It is not the work we do,

But rather motivation;

What is pure and wholly true

Will get accreditation.

Imaginations

Casting down imaginations,

and every high thing that exalteth itself 

against the knowledge of God,

and bringing into captivity every thought

to the obedience of Christ.

2 Corinthians 10:5

Imagination is a sense

That causes us to wonder;

It may be heaven’s imminence,

Or anything out yonder.

There are no rules we may apply,

No bounds or limitations;

It may be something passing by,

Or just hallucinations.

They can occur within a child,

Or even with a grown-up;

Imaginations can be wild,

Or crazy if we own up.

Poems of the Lord    Page 597


We have to check them every day,

And curb our inclination;

Mortality is made of clay,

And void of inspiration.

For every thought we entertain,

As Scripture has commanded,

Should be within the Lord’s domain,

For He has set the standard.

Procrastination

Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time;

when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.

Acts 24:25

There is a trait we call procrastination;

We put off whatsoever we should do;

It could affect our final destination,

If onuses are never carried through.

There is a time when we are first convicted;

It usually occurs when we are young;

Our overall behaviour is restricted;

Improper words are found upon our tongue.

There is a law that says you cannot do it,

And so we want to do it all the more;

We see a ready hole and scramble through it,

Regarding what is duty as a chore.

We come up with our various excuses,

As though we could be never held to blame;

Our everyday offences and abuses,

We attribute to problems we could name.
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Now let us realize what we are facing;

The common things of life will have an end;

Although our conduct may not be debasing,

The Lord can realign the fatal trend.

So let us put aside procrastination,

For time is running out and will not stay;

If we do not accept the Lord’s salvation,

It will be our regret on judgment day.

Reconciliation

For he is our peace… having abolished

in his flesh the enmity… Ephesians 2:14, 15

Reconciliation as we know,

Makes a loyal friend out of a foe;

What the Lord accomplished on the tree,

Means we are acceptable and free.

We were separated as a race;

No one could this penalty erase;

God and man had fellowship before;

Sin came in and locked the prison door.

We became God’s enemy by will;

Lasting death was now the bitter pill;

We would spend eternity condemned,

Lest the Lord would come and be our Friend.

Jesus came among us without taint;

Tested to the full He did not faint;

Hanging on the cross He paid the price;

Opening the way to Paradise.
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Reconciliation is a fact;

On this affirmation we must act;

He has made it good announcing peace;

Any talk of enmity must cease.

Windows

…prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts,

if I will not open you the windows of heaven,

and pour you out a blessing… Malachi 3:10

Darkness and light cannot marry,

Neither can freedom and doom;

Windows are deemed necessary,

So light can enter a room.

Windows were found instrumental,

When spies were trapped in a town;

Faith for a harlot was central,

When she had lowered them down.

Paul was let down in a basket,

Out from a hole in the wall;

He had some pearls in a casket:

Preaching the gospel to all.

Noah received information,

As he abode in the ark;

Sending a flight observation,

So they could all disembark.

Michal looked out at a dancer;

Should he not do such a thing?

She had a critical answer,

Strongly despising the king.
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Sisera’s mother had waited,

As she looked out for her son;

Later her thoughts were deflated;

He was defeated and gone.

Jezebel lost all her standing;

People were facing defeat;

She was thrown down from the landing;

Dogs ate her flesh on the street.

Daniel’s life was in danger,

Praying in spite of the lies;

Prospect of death was no stranger;

Yet it caught up with the spies.

Windows of heaven like portals,

Open a heavenly store;

Blessing for penitent mortals;

Riches of life evermore.

Imputation

For we know that if our earthly house

of this tabernacle were dissolved,

we have a building of God,

an house not made with hands,

eternal in the heavens. 2 Corinthians 5:1

We know if this house is destroyed,

This temporal body or tent,

It won’t leave an ongoing void,

So let us not weep or lament.

For in this our temple we groan,

Desiring our holy attire,

When we shall appear at the throne,

With clothing of One who is higher.
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Now if we are truly prepared,

The Spirit will strengthen our trust;

This body for which we have cared,

Will one day return to the dust.

We therefore have made it our aim,

If absent or bodily near,

That we have a practical claim

Of pleasing the One who is dear.

Because we are under constraint;

The love of the Lord is our stay;

Who died for the sinner and saint,

And took all our judgment away.

For God has made Him to be sin,

Who never knew sin in His soul,

That we might be righteous within,

His righteousness making us whole.

Religion

Not every one that saith unto me,

Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;

but he that doeth the will of my Father 

which is in heaven. Matthew 7:21

Religion is sometimes mistaken,

As something that cannot be shaken;

Adherents insist,

It cannot be missed,

When all the objectors awaken.
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Religion may just be enhancement,

Where people are moved by advancement;

Their objects are high,

But factors deny,

Regardless of what they perchance meant.

Religion is by definition,

A worshipful common condition;

Yet if it is set

On merit or debt,

It leads to an endless perdition.

Religion has true aspirations,

Apart from its own limitations;

The Bible has said,

We’re spiritually dead,

Because of our gross violations.

The only religion we enter,

That has a reliable Mentor,

Is faith in the Lord,

The Saviour adored,

For He is the God at the centre.

All Aboard!

Come thou and all thy house into the ark. Genesis 7:1

Fact, faith and feeling;

Each its own appealing;

Like a train across a plain

Its carriages are drawn;

Fact is the driver;

Always the survivor;

Passing through with all his crew

Toward the happy dawn.
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Faith is the tender;

Hearts that we surrender;

Following the risen King,

Who suffered in our stead;

Last comes the feeling,

Inner thoughts revealing,

As we rate our common state,

And travel on ahead.

Facts are recorded,

Travellers have boarded;

Every bind is left behind,

Forgiven and confessed;

Faith is attendant,

On the Lord dependant;

Homeward bound where life is found,

Among the risen blessed.

Convulsions

For nation shall rise against nation, 

and kingdom against kingdom:

and there shall be famines, and pestilences,

and earthquakes, in divers places.

All these are the beginning of sorrows.

Matthew 24:7, 8

The world is caught in manifold convulsions,

That may be seen as riots or repulsions;

They illustrate a biblical injunction:

We suffer from a spiritual malfunction.

Conditions of these days have been predicted;

Traditions that were honoured are evicted;

We jettison the work that builds a nation,

And settle for a code of legislation.
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The world is heading for a great disaster;

The race toward the line is getting faster;

We laud the many technical advances,

Yet cannot stop the soul-destroying cancers.

The bodily diseases are depressing,

Yet there are deeper things that need addressing;

For every pain there is but one solution,

Although it’s not a legal institution.

A spiritual solution is awaiting,

For any human problem not abating;

The risen Son of God the Father gave us;

For only Jesus Christ the Lord can save us.

Absolutes

Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy

and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the

rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. Colossians 2:8

We speak of relativity

As setting up a measure;

With everyday validity,

In politics or pleasure;

Yet in the sphere of absolutes

There is no such distinction;

For anything with human roots

Is destined for extinction.

As men debate events today,

They say in their perceptions,

Our standards are in disarray,

With very few exceptions;
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For human laws are formalised

By endless legislation;

Yet they are never normalised

With so much agitation.

The absolutes are not of man,

They predate his existence;

His rudiments since time began

Betray his inconsistence;

The absolute is in the Word,

The written and the living,

The word of Christ is where it’s heard:

The Saviour all-forgiving.

We must embrace the absolutes,

As oracles have stated;

There are no valid substitutes

In what is circulated;

Philosophy is glorified

In every street location;

And yet it will be set aside,

At God’s evaluation.

The Living Bread

I am the living bread which came down from heaven:

if any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever.

John 6:51

The food that we eat for nutrition,

Maintains our respective condition;

Yet on a sad day,

We all pass away,

Regardless of class or position.
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Our bodily needs are respected,

To which mortal life is directed;

Neglect of the soul,

Will levy its toll,

And leave us condemned and rejected.

For nourishment has been provided,

As Scripture is rightly divided;

It lightens the mind,

As truth is defined,

With conscience awakened and guided.

The soul that is nourished and growing,

From food that the Lord is bestowing,

Will be well prepared,

From what he has shared,

With hope that is soon overflowing.

Sojourners who hunger for manna,

And walk with a sanctified banner,

Will duly be fed

With true living bread,

And join in the chorus - Hosanna!

Satan

But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 

In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds

of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious

gospel of Christ, who is the image of God,

should shine unto them. 2 Corinthians 4:3, 4

Satan is not as he’s often portrayed:

Caricatured and distorted;

He is a spirit of devilish trade,

Claiming each soul he has courted.

Poems of the Lord    Page 607


He started out as a cherub so bright,

Guarding the throne of his Master;

Pride was the start of his ongoing plight,

Causing a cosmic disaster.

He has succeeded in bringing us low,

By his deceitful suggestions;

He is a liar as any should know,

As he plied Eve with his questions.

He is still backing the evil today,

Sponsoring many devices;

All unbelievers are under his sway,

Still unaware of the crisis.

He was defeated by Jesus alone,

Yet he remains as the devil;

Ruling the ones he regards as his own;

Keeping them down at his level.

Those who have trusted in Jesus the Lord,

Know of his evil intentions;

They can resist him by faith and the Word,

Combating all his inventions.

He masquerades as an angel of light;

Yet like a beast he is prowling;

He cannot win at the ultimate fight,

Still he continues his growling.

He does not pose any positive threat,

While we are under his ruling;

But when he knows that the Saviour we’ve met,

Then he attacks without fooling.
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Christians are mainly the ones that he hates,

Even the saints that are growing;

Causing confusion by what he creates,

So as to limit their sowing.

Godly behaviour is always our stay,

In the angelic aggression;

Walking with Jesus from day unto day,

Ever His purchased possession.

Emmanuel

And Bezaleel made the ark of shittim wood…

And he overlaid it with pure gold within and without…

Exodus 37:1, 2

The gold and the wood

Have been long understood,

As the nature divine and the human;

For so they portrayed

In the ark that was made,

The Almighty who came as a true man.

It had to be so,

For He would undergo

Many testings as they were encountered;

His life on the earth

Has unspeakable worth,

In the light of the peaks He surmounted.

The gold gives delight,

And is valued aright,

As it furnishes grace in our calling;

The wood is the base

For our Saviour’s embrace,

And together a friendship enthralling.
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Our Daily Bread

How can this man give us his flesh to eat? John 6:52

When Jesus had fed the five thousand and more,

Who’d witnessed the signs of His healing before;

They said He was truly the Prophet foretold;

Their active response grew increasingly bold.

A popular movement was starting to build;

Their longing for freedom could now be fulfilled;

The Roman oppressors had taken the reins;

A captain was needed to break off the chains.

But Jesus could see their intentions were wrong;

He would not be moved by a popular throng;

He knew they were fickle as humans can be;

Political fervour is never the key.

He went by Himself to a mountain to pray;

He needed this time in the stress of the day;

His closer disciples had boarded a boat,

But soon they were struggling to keep it afloat.

A storm broke upon them; a tempest severe;

The Lord came alongside and quietened their fear;

The people took shipping across in their wake,

They didn’t know Jesus had walked on the lake.

They sought Him as soon as they got to the land;

When did you come here? was their searching demand;

He knew they were taking a practical line,

Content with the food after seeing the sign.
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So Jesus recalled the events of the day,

Of work that is mortal and passing away;

Their labour should be for the food that endures,

The gift of the Father and what it secures.

The people were missing the object in sight;

They thought there was merit in what they did right;

But Jesus rejected their singular bent;

Their focus must be on the One who is sent.

They asked for a sign of what Jesus could do,

That they might believe and accept Him as true;

Our fathers ate manna, and so did they quote;

Presenting this factor as worthy of note.

But Jesus corrected their Scriptural view;

My Father is giving the true bread to you;

They said to Him, Lord, give this bread evermore;

As yet not discerning the Person they saw.

He gave further light to what Scripture had said,

Your fathers ate manna but now they are dead;

Whoever partakes of the bread that I give,

Shall never see death but eternally live.

The bread is My flesh and the drink is My blood;

The terms that He stated were misunderstood;

For many who heard were overtly dismayed;

They could not accept this assertion He made.

When Jesus perceived that they murmured at this;

That what He was teaching was taken amiss,

He made an appeal to His future ascent,

For that was the key to His whole argument.
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The Spirit gives life but the flesh profits naught;

The words that I speak they are spiritually taught;

But there are among you who do not believe;

For one would betray Him as He could perceive.

So many turned back and went with Him no more;

For Jesus had stated an unwritten law:

That no one can come to the true Son of Man,

Excepting the Father has granted he can.

The Lord is our manna and heavenly Bread;

The gift of the Father as Scripture has said;

Our soul will be nourished whatever the need,

As filled with the Spirit on Jesus we feed.

The Cross

For the preaching of the cross is to them

that perish foolishness; but unto us

which are saved it is the power of God.

1 Corinthians 1:18

The Cross is that dividing line,

That everyone will meet;

A choice for One who is divine,

Who won our soul complete.

The Cross remains a stark offence,

That many still deride;

And yet it was in their defence,

That Jesus bled and died.

There has been no brutality,

As such that He endured;

It was no mere fatality,

That saw our life secured.
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His blood describes the total act;

The price He had to pay;

It is the most important fact

That ages will display.

If any reader takes amiss

At what is said above,

Then they will never know the bliss

Of God’s eternal love.

Joy Amid Despair

Although the fig tree shall not blossom,

neither shall fruit be in the vine…

Yet I will rejoice in the LORD,

I will joy in the God of my salvation.

Habakkuk 3:17, 18

Though the fig tree may not flourish,

And the ground is lacking dew;

Though the plants we tend and nourish

Are in number growing few;

Though there is no feed for cattle,

And the autumn harvest fails;

And survival is a battle,

As the countryside travails.

When the poor are needing water,

And there is no water there;

And for every son and daughter 

There is sorrow and despair;

Yet our hearts will not be craven,

Though the news is full of woe,

For the Lord will be our haven,

And His love will overflow.
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For the rivers He will summon,

And the fountains they will spring;

On the hillside and the common,

Exultation will be king;

Both the cypress and the pine tree

Will abound with shouts of glee,

In a newly fashioned country

Where the ransomed will be free.

The Burden

The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see.

Habakkuk 1:1

The burden that the prophet saw,

How long, O Lord, he cried;

For wickedness perverts the law,

And justice is denied.

The Lord replied in clearest form,

A nation He will bring,

With judgment lacking any norm,

And scorn for everything.

They march on like a mighty horde;

Their horses charge ahead;

With no regard for king or lord;

And terrors full of dread.

The prophet knew this enemy,

And stated his lament,

How could an evil entity

Be such an instrument?
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Yet he would wait for God’s reply,

As watching at the gate;

The answer that would clarify

His nation’s dire estate.

The vision will eventuate;

On this he could rely;

So he must write it on a plate

For every passer-by.

The message is for everyone;

For any who have eyes;

The just shall live by faith alone;

The proud are never wise.

Atonement

For the life of the flesh is in the blood:

and I have given it unto you upon the altar

to make an atonement for your souls: for it is

the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.

Leviticus 17:11

Atonement is well documented;

In Christ its achievement is centred;

As we are estranged,

Defiled and deranged,

Our names in a Book must be entered.

A Book is recorded of sinners,

Who started in faith as beginners;

The blood of the Cross,

Recovered their loss,

Confirming their status as winners.
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The issue is settled forever;

A lifeline that nothing can sever;

Atonement is made;

The debt has been paid

For everyone backward or clever.

Babies

And I, brethren, could not speak unto you

as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal,

even as unto babes in Christ.

I have fed you with milk…

1 Corinthians 3:1,2

Babies form different classes;

Those that are born from the masses;

Some do not grow;

Others are slow,

Peering through short-sighted glasses.

Spiritual babies are grievous;

Even though they are believers;

Not being fed

With daily bread,

Hinders their role as achievers.

Teaching is reckoned essential;

It does not come accidental;

Wisdom and strength,

Kept at arm’s length,

Barely will cover the rental.

Poems of the Lord    Page 616


Conscience

And they which heard it, being convicted

by their own conscience, went out one by one,

beginning at the eldest, even unto the last… John 8:9

The witness around in creation,

Provides an objective narration;

Its story is told,

To young and to old,

Whatever their race or location.

Creation must have a Creator;

A Person inherently greater;

The ones who disclaim

His glorious name,

Are bound by a cruel dictator.

We all have a conscience alerted;

Responsive within the converted;

Whereas the unsaved,

Deceived and depraved,

Discredit the message asserted.

Our conscience bears witness within us,

That we are inveterate sinners;

We all miss the mark,

And stay in the dark,

Unless revelation can win us.

God-consciousness has been provided;

We cannot remain undecided;

It marks out the gate,

As Scriptures relate,

To hell or a bliss undivided.
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The conscience and will are connected;

As options are thereby selected;

The gospel of grace,

Determines our place,

As Christ is received or rejected.

Destiny

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise,

as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering

to us-ward, not willing that any should perish,

but that all should come to repentance. 2 Peter 3:9

We move towards a chosen destination;

Intent upon our present situation;

Yet any time at all,

We may receive a call,

To answer for our sinful conversation.

Events at any day are unpredicted;

Constraints can be adopted or evicted;

Whenever there’s a choice,

To listen to God’s voice,

We can be unaffected or convicted.

A destiny for people penitential,

Will be to them an undeserved credential;

They simply have obeyed,

The gospel as conveyed,

And so their righteousness is evidential.

Our destiny is something we should ponder;

There is a place for penitents out yonder;

Eternally secure;

Magnificent and sure;

Where everyone is lost in praise and wonder.
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Exercise

…exercise thyself rather unto godliness.

1 Timothy 4:7

We all need exercise;

It keeps us down to size;

Especially if we are free,

And open to the skies.

We exercise our frame;

Weightlifters do the same;

A healthy life inhibits strife,

Or so proponents claim.

We exercise our mind

By anything we find;

Yet we must act upon a fact,

Or else be left behind.

We exercise our will,

In matters good or ill;

We should peruse the gospel news,

Before our breath is still.

When faith is exercised,

And love is galvanised,

Its fruit appears throughout the years,

And cannot be disguised.
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Fighting

Fight the good fight of faith,

lay hold on eternal life... 

1 Timothy 6:12

Warfare is mainly for fighters;

Plots that would damage or blight us;

They can explode,

In any mode;

Standing for truth should not fright us.

There is a warfare ongoing;

Daily engaged by the knowing;

Witness and prayer,

Coupled with care,

Leads to a love overflowing.

There is a Captain who leads us;

Wisdom and power precedes us;

Those who will stand

At His command,

Partake of manna He feeds us.

He won the battle before us;

Now He desires to restore us;

Let us obey

His holy way,

Joining the angelic chorus.
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Greek

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning

and the ending, saith the Lord, which is,

and which was, and which is to come,

the Almighty. Revelation 1:8

The Koine Greek is noted for precision;

The basis for a Bible exposition;

Its nuances eliminate dissension,

In paragraphs that warrant close attention.

A study of the book shows many ranges;

The wordage may be alien to strangers;

For scholars and for students it’s a pleasure,

Whereby they can explore the hidden treasure.

The language spreads from difficult to easy;

Beginners need not feel adrift or queasy;

Begin with John; his gospel leads to glory;

For so it tells the greatest ever story.

Hebrew

…a father of many nations have I made thee. Genesis 17:5

Hebrew is taken from figures;

Study involves certain rigours;

Discipline first

Must be rehearsed,

Leading to joy that it triggers.

Languages change through the ages;

Going through different stages;

Hebrew is clear,

Year after year,

Just as in Scriptural pages.
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It lays the perfect foundation;

Starting with cosmic creation;

After the Fall,

Solace for all:

Promise of joyful salvation.

Instruction

…Lord, teach us to pray, as John

also taught his disciples. Luke 11:1

Instruction or what we are learning,

May bring a significant turning;

We learn what we are,

Despite every scar,

When Jesus has made us discerning.

Mere knowledge is not just the answer;

A partner stays close to a dancer;

Responding to truth,

As pictured by Ruth,

Can make us a gospel advancer.

Instruction the listener uses,

With wisdom he carefully chooses,

Will stand in good stead,

In what lies ahead,

And everyday life with its bruises.
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Jerusalem

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget

her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue

cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not

Jerusalem above my chief joy Psalm 137:5,6.

Jerusalem, thou shalt abide;

For thus the Lord has spoken;

Thy walls shall greet the coming bride,

When daybreak has awoken.

To thee all nations shall ascend,

With gifts of acclamation;

For in thee do we comprehend

The God of our salvation.

The knowledge of our Saviour Lord,

Shall spread like living waters;

The King of kings with treasure stored,

For all His sons and daughters.

Knowledge

Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.

1 Corinthians 8:1

Knowledge puffs up without love;

Though it is taught from above;

Words without deeds,

Seldom succeeds;

It needs a hand in the glove.

Knowledge is needful for sure;

Granted it leads to a cure;

Only the blood,

Shed for our good,

Makes the recipient pure.
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Knowledge is only the start;

It must relate to the heart;

Hearers may learn

What they can earn

Doing their relevant part.

Leaning

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart;

and lean not unto thine own understanding.

Proverbs 3:5

On what or on whom are we leaning?

It may be a cause without meaning;

We lean on a hope,

As thin as a rope,

If in the wrong field we are gleaning.

We must lean on Someone ascendant;

On whom our sojourn is dependant;

He stood every test;

We enter His rest

By faith with no work or amendment.

We lean on the Rock of the ages;

Renowned by the saints and the sages;

He never can fail

In tempest or gale,

As life passes on through its stages.
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Messages

This then is the message which we have heard of him,

and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him

is no darkness at all. 1 John 1:5

A message is constantly coming,

Like music a harpist is strumming;

Another one born of illusion

Is causing a massive confusion.

The prophecy charts, illustrated,

Affirm what the Scriptures have stated.

We live in a day of achievements,

Where many have suffered bereavements.

The radio signals abounding,

Are truly unique and astounding;

The world of the vast enterprises,

Cannot stop the evil devices.

The devil has set up a fixture:

The truth and the lie in a mixture;

We can’t see the trees for the woodland,

Nor recognise hell from the good land.

We must be in tune to a station

That speaks of a bloody salvation;

A curse is reserved for all others;

We must tell our sisters and brothers.
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Nomenclature

But let your communication be, Yea, yea;

Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these

cometh of evil. Matthew 5:37

The nomenclature commonly in use,

Is adequate in offering our views;

The problem that has entered more and more:

We use a meaning not in vogue before.

Admittedly a word must be defined;

The context surely brings a thought to mind;

A language is progressing day by day;

The dramatist knows how to make a play.

We should be wise as we communicate,

Ensuring what is meant by what we state;

We otherwise may argue in the dark,

Not knowing that we missed the last remark.

Options

…choose you this day whom ye will serve…

Joshua 24:15

Options happen as we grow,

First we won’t and then say no;

Self so often takes the stage;

Infants howl as in a rage.

Options as we go to school:

Keep the peace or break the rule;

Discipline must first be learned,

Or we get our fingers burned.
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Options as we choose a mate;

Courting couples stay out late;

They must learn to be a friend;

One that lasts until the end.

Options last until we die;

Hope is vested in the sky;

We must choose the Master’s path,

Or we face eternal wrath.

Perception

…seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:

For this people’s heart is waxed gross…

Matthew 13:14, 15

We perceive a thing as true,

What we see and say and do;

There are things we cannot see,

Yet they are reality.

When we see a basic proof,

We may choose to stay aloof,

Turning off our sinful mind,

As if pulling down the blind.

When we sit upon a chair,

First we know that it is there;

Faith assumes it will not break,

Not suspecting any fake.

Faith perception, when it’s born,

Sees a new enraptured dawn;

Gospel truth is where it starts:

Faith is born in faithful hearts.
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Queries

And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame

of Solomon concerning the name of the LORD,

she came to prove him with hard questions.

1 Kings 10:1

Have we got a query?

Are we getting weary?

Maybe we have got a heavy load;

Christ is our solution;

Faith our contribution;

He has paid the debit that we owed.

Check the Bible story;

Starting out from glory,

He became an undisputed man;

Preaching to His nation;

Offering salvation;

Lord of all before the world began.

Openly rejected;

All the while protected,

Till the day arrived by evil hands;

Censured and forsaken,

When our sins He’d taken;

After keeping all the Law’s demands.

Have we got a query?

Is our vision bleary?

Jesus Christ is risen from the dead;

At His soon appearing,

Angels will be cheering;

We will answer every word He said.
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Regeneration

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die. Romans 8:13

The doctrine that is called regeneration,

Determines our eternal destination;

The death that was imputed to our forbear,

Remains in everyone as was before there.

Our spirit must be subject to renewal,

Which sets in train an unrelenting duel;

The flesh and spirit start upon their warring;

A conflict that we cannot be ignoring.

We cannot please the Saviour from our nature;

Regardless of our eagerness or stature;

Regeneration happens in a second,

When with the Lord of glory we have reckoned.

Spending

And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you…

2 Corinthians 12:15

We all indulge in spending;

Its tale is never ending;

We sometimes wonder where the money goes;

We spend our mean resources,

Negotiating courses,

While trying to retain our proper pose.

The time we spend in reading,

Or outdoors doing weeding,

We complement by studying and prayer;

We spend the night time sleeping;

Our souls in godly keeping,

Because we know that God is always there.
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When time is almost finished,

And strength has been diminished,

We may review the days that we have spent;

If we have had communion,

With whom we are in union,

There will be no reproach or sad lament.

Trips

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate,

and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction,

and many there be which go in thereat.

Matthew 7:13

The ultimate in trips,

Does not escape our lips;

We don’t discuss the day

We have to pass away.

We hurry here and there,

With little time to spare,

Yet at a single stroke

Our mortal life may choke.

We need not be alarmed

If we are duly armed;

Without the Lord’s defence,

Our hope will be pretence.

We must be well prepared

For what has been declared;

Before we say farewell,

We must escape from hell.
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Usage

For by thy words thou shalt be justified,

and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.

Matthew 12:37

We understand words we are using,

So language is never confusing;

Whatever we state,

We articulate,

In phrases adroit or amusing.

Our life has a certain duration,

At home or on summer vacation;

We work very hard,

With company card,

Then give an amount for taxation.

At times there is strife and division

That calls for a sober decision;

Forgiveness and prayer

Can benefit there,

Avoiding a hasty collision.

Our Lord gave a perfect example;

The gospel accounts are a sample;

His glorious name

Was subject to shame,

Yet still on His honour we trample.

The use of our time is demanding;

It points to our status or standing;

When time has expired

For young or retired,

Its usage will surface like branding.
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Veracity

Let not mercy and truth forsake thee. 

Proverbs 3:3

Veracity is that degree

Of honesty that stays;

Its heritage in any age

Persists for many days.

A ready seal for any deal

Was just a plain handshake;

But now the claws of petty laws

Can cause a deal to break.

Impulsive lust betrays a trust

When it is compromised;

Diplomacy is not the key

When honour is despised.

The Lord is true to me and you;

This cannot be denied;

His holy name remains the same

And ever will abide.

Wisdom

Get wisdom, get understanding…

Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister;

and call understanding thy kinswoman.

Proverbs 4:5; 7:4

Wisdom is ours for the asking,

If in God’s light we are basking;

He has a plan

For every man,

Who have no pride they are masking.
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Wisdom in public or forum,

Calls for a certain decorum;

Some may enthuse

Eloquent views,

Ably expressed to a quorum.

Godly discretion is needed,

Where any trouble is heeded;

People mature

Know there’s a cure,

If to the Lord they’ve acceded.

Xenophobia

…fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to

kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy

both soul and body in hell. Matthew 10:28

A fear of the culture of strangers,

Is one of our ethnical dangers;

It can be the cause

Of borderline wars,

Contested across mountain ranges.

A culture reflects its traditions,

Developed through varied conditions;

It tends to decline

As people repine,

And loosen their moral positions.

The cure of the fear of another,

Resorting to worry or bother,

Can only be found

When fear is unbound;

Regarding each man like a brother.

Poems of the Lord    Page 633


Yielding

…yield yourselves unto God…Romans 6:13

There are occasions for yielding,

Whether we’re batting or fielding;

Getting our way,

Will have its pay,

Due to the strength we are wielding.

Yielding for some is a weakness;

Others regard it as bleakness;

Jesus has shown

Men are full grown,

By their submission and meekness.

Yielding to God is commanded;

He has appointed a standard;

He will arrange

Blessing and change:

Living a life open-handed.

Zeal

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. Is.9:7

Zeal can be earnest devotion,

Aimed at a cause for promotion;

It must be tempered and stable;

Steady as food on a table.

Zealots in time are recorded,

Riding a cause they have boarded;

It can have high aspirations,

Yet there must be limitations.
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Zeal is a virtue commended,

If with true love it is blended;

Let us be zealous for duty;

Coupled with wisdom and beauty.

Assets

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly 

in all wisdom.

Col.3:16

Assets are treasured possessions;

Items of value and trust;

Helping us through our depressions,

Till we return to the dust.

Assets are sometimes neglected,

Just like a suit we have worn;

Then when our sights are corrected,

Light is restored like the dawn.

Spiritual assets are precious;

Gifts we receive at our birth;

Always the answer in pressures,

Stressing their tangible worth.

Assets abound for believers;

Centred in One they adore;

Treasures that never will leave us;

Riches of Christ evermore.
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Balancing

But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age,

even those who by reason of use have their senses

exercised to discern both good and evil. Hebrews 5:14

A balancing act in a circus

Is quite a remarkable feat;

A one-sided matter may irk us,

If issues are left incomplete.

We balance the bills in the budget,

And check with our savings and pay;

There is no good reason to fudge it,

If figures are somewhat astray.

A concept occurs in our thinking:

The problem of evil and good;

The principles that we are linking,

Are not anymore understood.

When Adam partook of the fruit tree,

Our freedom was taken away;

The devil made off with the booty,

And still has significant sway.

The Lord God Almighty has spoken;

Our conscience cannot tell a lie;

The gospel is not just a token;

We either believe it or die.
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The Challenge

He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:

and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life;

but the wrath of God abideth on him. John 3:36

A challenge is what we are facing;

The outlook, depressing or bright;

The countdown is already racing;

We head for redemption or night.

The challenge begins with conviction;

We sense what is proper or wrong;

From there it is sorrow and friction,

As trouble and cares come along.

The challenge is clear and explicit;

The issue is, what shall we choose?

If we pass it by or we miss it,

There is no escape we can use.

The challenge remains universal;

We cannot evade the last call;

It will be our final rehearsal,

For Christ is the Judge over all.

Expectation

And He showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 

proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. Revelation 22:1

Can you visualise a scene,

Clothed with beauty and serene,

Filled with every sweet delight and constant praises?

It is difficult, I fear,

If my wording is not clear,

To encapsulate such things in rhythmic phrases.
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I can only hope and pray,

In the most effective way,

That a concept will be formed as you are reading;

Though it is my wish to try,

There is Providence on high,

Who is caring for His own and interceding.

I would only turn your thoughts,

To the providential courts,

Where the Saviour is both glorified and waiting;

He is coming very soon,

Could be midnight or at noon,

A Parousia we should be contemplating.

Treasure Beyond Measure

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, 

to the saints which are at Ephesus, Ephesians 1:1

The Book of Ephesians was written by Paul,

Who used to be known in the Hebrew as Saul;

It tells of the treasure,

And work beyond measure,

Of Christ on the Cross on behalf of us all.

Our great God and Father in wisdom and grace,

Envisaged a plan for the whole human race;

Since we are all sinners,

From what lies within us,

The Lord sent a Saviour to die in our place.

When Jesus accomplished His work on the Tree,

Fulfilling in detail divine prophecy;

He put death behind Him,

For such could not bind Him,

And now He’s alive for creation to see.
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The Spirit of God makes His purposes real,

For He is the Agent, the Teacher and seal;

He warns and convicts us,

Through conscience that pricks us,

That judgment will come when we’ve had our last meal.

The mystery hid from the ages by plan,

Has now been revealed in its compass and span;

In Christ is salvation,

For people and nation,

And when He returns He will judge every man.

Our Common Need

Now it came to pass, as they went, that He entered

into a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha 

received Him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, 

which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard His word.

Luke 10:38, 39

It is with no small apprehension,

I write these particular rhymes;

We live amid turmoil and tension;

In fearful and critical times.

Among the disasters reported,

We seldom hear biblical views,

For such are denied or distorted,

As tenets no longer in use.

There is now a common consensus,

That ethics are painfully low;

We must put away all pretences,

And face up to facts we should know.
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We cannot trust secular sources,

With high academic degrees,

Who launch us on hazardous courses,

Like rafts putting out on the seas.

We must have a Bible perspective;

Of doctrine eternal and true;

To have any other objective,

Is folly we flatly eschew.
Like everyone else I am human;

Consigned to the grave from my birth;

My need was the state of a new man,

Not solely confined to this earth.

The gospel is openly stated;

Addressing our innermost need;

Without it our lot is ill fated;

Regardless of culture or creed.

Our need is to trust in Messiah,

Who took all our judgment and shame;

It should be our utmost desire,

To honour His wonderful Name.
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Salvation Now and Forever

The Lord is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.

Psalm 103:8

Salvation from sin

Is a war we can win,

If we side with the Conquering Hero;

Redemption is nigh

As a sob or a sigh,

When our prospects have bottomed at zero.
It takes just a prayer

To the Lord who is there,

For our sins to be wholly forgiven;

From there we progress,

With the Saviour we bless,

To a destiny waiting in heaven.

To lead us by day

Every step of the way

We are given God’s Spirit to guide us;

His Word is the light

For our spiritual sight,

With His fellowship always beside us.

Whenever we fall,

Which is common to all,

We confess to the sins we committed;

The blood that was shed

By our Saviour and Head

Will ensure that our sins are remitted.
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We know all too well

We were destined for hell,

For rejecting the Saviour who bought us;

But once we agreed

To our desperate need,

We complied with the lessons He taught us.

We covet the hope,

With its limitless scope,

Of the life He has stored without measure;

We sigh and we yearn

For His hastened return,

And to enter His manifold pleasure.

Historical Trends

If My people, which are called by My name, shall humble

themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from

their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, 

and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7:14

When our histories are analysed and noted,

How the nations have developed up or down;

It is evident that what they have promoted,

Has propelled them to a crisis or a crown.

Every nation has a culture or tradition,

In accordance with the ethic they embrace,

There will likely be a civil disposition,

If the Bible has an overriding place.

There are lessons to be learned as time elapses;

There is nothing accidental or obscure;

When morality and decency collapses,

Then disaster is both imminent and sure.
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Our Creator has recorded for His creatures,

Every principle of life we need to know;

If we follow very closely what He teaches,

He’ll deliver us in every kind of woe.

Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth

Study to show thyself approved unto God, 

a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth. 2 Timothy 2:15

In the sacred Bible stories,

There are certain categories,

Even figures that enhance communication;

These grammatical constructions

Have illuminative functions,

Much in keeping with the whole of revelation.

It is needful and essential,

For the Bible’s full potential,

To identify the figures and their meanings;

If we formulate a thesis

Without proper exegesis,

We could find ourselves with unsupported leanings.

We must have an understanding

That the Scriptures are demanding,

And our thinking should be free from any bias;

If we have not paid attention,

To interpretive convention,

At the final count we may be seen as liars.
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There is boundless confirmation,

With a solid declaration,

That the gospel is the most important issue;

It is emphasised and captured,

That our hearts may be enraptured

With the love of Christ, so do not let it miss you.

Freedom

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on Him, 

If ye continue in My word, then are ye My disciples indeed; 

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

John 8:31, 32

Freedom is something we care for;

View with the highest accord;

And we should know what it’s there for:

Always to trust in the Lord.

God has imparted volition,

From which we cannot detract;

And with it goes a tradition,

Based on historical fact.

Freedom considers the other;

Limits are set within bounds;

Love between sister and brother,

Profits on mutual grounds.

Man cannot claim any glory;

He is conceived under sin;

Ongoing wars tell the story;

Enmity lingers within.
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Freedom will be universal

In a millennial peace;

Justice will see no reversal;

Wars and aggression will cease.

Prior to this reconstruction,

Jesus the Saviour must rule;

Rebels will suffer destruction;

Scoffers will be as a fool.

Now is the golden occasion:

Freedom to trust in the Lord;

If we believe by persuasion,

Conscience and mind will applaud.

But if dissension continues,

Till we are stifled for breath,

Life will depart from our sinews;

Freedom will perish in death.

Peace with God

But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off 

are made nigh by the blood of Christ.

 For He is our peace, who hath made both one, 

and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us.

Ephesians 2:13, 14

We are reconciled forever,

By Emmanuel’s endeavour,

Who has broken down the wall that stood between us;

We received a new beginning

In a war we should be winning,

And as infants we were given food to wean us.
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We have peace with God hereafter,

With misgiving turned to laughter,

For the barrier that stood remains no longer;

Having forged a love relation,

Jesus keeps His new creation,

By His word the ransomed saints are growing stronger.

With a ministry commanded,

We must have our forces banded;

To a dying world the message is entreated;

God is calling, can you hear Him?

Be ye reconciled and fear Him,

For the enmity was long ago defeated.

Israel and the Church

Give none offence, neither to the Jews,

nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God.

1 Corinthians 10:32

The mandate of God as recorded

Obtains for the time it was ordered;

The Jew’s aspiration

Concerning their nation

Will not be effected

Till they are corrected;

For they will be sifted 

When saints have been lifted,

And then shall their faith be rewarded.
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The Church is instructed by letters

From Paul who was shackled in fetters;

With many citations 

From former narrations,

This unique disclosure 

Enhances composure

For pilgrims in dangers 

From sinners or strangers,

And troubles that often beset us.

We look for the Master’s returning,

For which all creation is yearning;

Until His appearing

We should not be fearing

That any confusion

Or sudden intrusion

Can alter our station

Or threaten salvation;

So let us be strong and discerning.

Personal Sins

…behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure

your sin will find you out. Numbers 32:23

The sins we commit as commission,

Or things we neglect as omission,

Are first against God and then others,

Who may be our sisters or brothers;

But also our soul is affected,

Regardless of sins not detected;

Our mental condition is measured

By values in life we have treasured.
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If thought is not formed as it should be,

Or not so inclined as it could be,

It may start a flame in our members,

That often leaves pain in its embers;

The actions we may be pursuing,

Can lead to our sinful undoing;

But if we are led by the Spirit,

These trends He will surely inhibit.

If sin is invading our being,

Through what we are hearing or seeing;

It calls for a change of direction,

In things that involve our affection;

We cannot blame others or sue them,

For sins that originate through them;

We all stand in line for accounting,

For every regress that is mounting.

Our sins, be they lesser or greater,

Were judged by our holy Creator;

For those who are counted believing,

Confession will bring its relieving;

But sinners who never have heeded,

The gift of salvation they needed,

Will go to their grave full of weeping,

With nothing but shame in their keeping.

Law and Grace

For the law was given by Moses, but grace

and truth came by Jesus Christ. John 1:17

Grace and law are coextensive,

In their own respective fields;

One is free and one defensive,

In the code each system yields.
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Law is mainly shunned by breakers,

In their bold offensive style;

Any law passed by its makers

Cannot break a sinner’s guile.

Law was given on the Mountain

By the Lord unto His own;

Grace is like a crystal fountain

Emanating from His throne.

Law could not provide salvation;

It was never so designed;

But it needed proclamation,

Even though it is maligned.

Grace and truth came by the Master,

Reaching out to our distress;

He is our protective Pastor,

Leading us to godliness.

Grace and law must be distinguished,

If we are to live aright;

Law has never been extinguished;

Grace reveals its perfect light.

Grace abounds the wide world over,

Seeking every sinful soul;

For the restful and the rover,

Jesus is our dearest goal.
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The Sabbath and the Lord’s Day

Let no man therefore judge you… in respect of…

the sabbath days: which are a shadow of things to come...

Colossians 2:16,17

Beginning at creation,

The Lord designed a rest;

His work in its summation

Was glorious and blest;

The single day that followed,

As Oracles affirm,

Became a portion hallowed

To end the weekly term.

The Sabbath was a mandate

Imposed upon the Jews;

It limited their work rate,

But not their lawful dues;

It formed a vital keystone

Within their holy law;

But never was a free zone

That people could ignore.

A new day has been rated:

The first day of the week;

The old is not outdated,

Respectfully we speak;

The Lord was resurrected

Upon a chosen day;

His work had been perfected,

And sin was borne away.
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Thus came a new creation

Upon that blessed morn;

The seal of His salvation

For loved ones newly born;

We celebrate the blessing

Our Lord and Saviour brings;

His Spirit-life possessing

Amid eternal springs.

Divine Discipline

For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth,

and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.

Hebrews 12:6

Discipline is for correction,

Or for a punishment due,

For the believer’s protection,

As a good Father would do.

Discipline could be for nations,

When they are far out of line;

History gives illustrations,

Of any state in decline.

Discipline fell on the Couple,

When they had eaten the fruit;

Satan’s suggestion was subtle,

Hiding his evil pursuit.

Discipline suffered by Judah,

When she vacated the land,

Was from the Lord who had wooed her,

Leading her on by the hand.
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Discipline should be a warning,

If we are children of God,

Just as a thought should be dawning:

He has a resolute rod.

Let us rejoice in salvation,

And for the pain we must bear;

Praising the God of creation,

Training the ones in His care.

Intelligence

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and

honour and power: for Thou hast created all things,

and for Thy pleasure they are and were created.

Revelation 4:11

There are certain classes of creatures,

Revealed in the biblical word;

They each have intelligent features,

Allotted as God has preferred.

We read of the angelic orders,

Created in times that are past;

Though some violated their borders,

The most stay in roles they were cast.

The Gentiles comprise many nations,

That started at Babylon’s plain;

They live throughout all generations,

And so shall they ever remain.

The Jews are a people elected,

Unique among nations on earth;

Their calling has not been neglected,

It simply awaits a new birth.
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The Christians have also a station,

For each has a singular claim;

Their trust in the God of salvation,

Has married their hearts to His name.

Intelligence that we inherit

Cannot change the nature within;

We need to be born of the Spirit,

Who cancels the power of sin.

Of every intelligence living,

The Lord is supreme in the skies;

Because He is kind and forgiving,

Believers are reckoned as wise.

Revelation

Because that which may be known of God 

is manifest in them.

Romans 1:19a

We all have received revelation

Repeated by day and by night;

The witness of God in creation,

And knowing the wrong from the right.

Awareness of God as Creator

Is common, as anyone knows;

That He is the One who is greater

Is known by a child as it grows.

Our God has implanted within us,

A moral and sensitive mind;

Because we are evil and sinners,

Our thoughts are not clearly defined.
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Degrees of progressive unveiling,

Are part of our spiritual food;

For Christians who study unfailing,

Redemption is well understood.

The Bible gives knowledge specific,

Of truth that is settled and sealed;

Rejection of Christ is horrific,

In light of the knowledge revealed.

We firstly decide from our conscience,

That God is almighty and real;

But should we assert this is nonsense,

Our fate we most certainly seal.

As God is both real and revealing,

He always will answer our call;

It does not depend on our feeling;

The issue is faith after all.

The Gospels

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.

John 1:14a

The gospels in their stations

Are numbered as to four;

They carry brief citations

Of things revealed before;

They each contain an aspect

Consistent with their goal,

And underline the prospect

Of freedom for the soul.
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The first one, namely Matthew,

Is written for the Jew;

It traces out a path new

For any Gentile too;

The King whose claims were weighted

By many wondrous signs,

Was by their leaders hated

Along religious lines.

In Mark the term is action

Aimed at the Roman world;

For this was their attraction

With banners they unfurled;

They recognised procedure

Conforming to a law;

Their highways made it speedier

To spread the gospel more.

In Luke, the skilled physician

Has detailed his report;

Assembled with precision,

His work befits a court;

Expressly was it patterned

And written for the Greek,

Whose pride could not be flattened,

Except by things unique.

In John there is crescendo

Of music at its height;

As men and angels bend low

Before the blinding light;

The universal chorus

Announcing yet again,

That God is ever for us,

Removing every stain.
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Epistles

Ye are our epistle written in our hearts…

2 Corinthians 3:2a

Epistles are the medium

Employed by chosen writers;

There is no thought of tedium

In letters that excite us;

They motivate the spirited

In situations daring;

In no way are they limited

If people are despairing.

Epistles are the solid food

Among the sacred writing;

For any break or interlude,

Their study is inviting;

For single folk and newlyweds,

A wisdom book appealing;

For those confined upon their beds,

A treasury of healing.

Epistles are the vehicle

By which the Lord can reach us;

They constitute a miracle

With godliness they teach us;

They complement the testament,

That former saints have guarded;

And are the final instrument

With not a jot discarded.
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Love and Hate

Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. Romans 9:13

Love and hate are separate,

Yet both are necessary;

Love must be reality

When couples choose to marry.

God on high has heard our cry

And set His love within us;

Yet He hates deceptive states

In unrepentant sinners.

We should love the things above

That come from God the Giver;

Hate can spoil our daily toil

Like flotsam on a river.

If we claim the Saviour’s name

Yet do not love our neighbour;

It will be hypocrisy

And neutralise our labour.

We should fear to lend an ear

To heresies or lying;

There is need to sow the seed:

For this we should be trying.

Love abides with many sides

And always is transparent;

As the play on any day

Between a child and parent.

Let us pray that we shall stay

With love as our directive;

And to share it everywhere,

And not to be selective.
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The Wheat and the Tares

The field is the world; the good seed are the children

of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one.

Matthew 13:38

Now a man sowed good seed in his field,

For the harvest of wheat it would yield;

But at night unawares,

There were planted some tares,

Under cover of dark as a shield.

When the shoots had appeared on the ground,

And the tares were surprisingly found,

It was told to the host,

By his men at the post,

Of the weeds that were there all around.

Then he knew it was done by a foe,

Whose intent was maliciously low,

Let them grow now, he said,

Till they come to a head,

For their fruitage will patently show.

At the harvest first gather the weeds,

With their noxious and numerous seeds,

Bind them up in a heap,

As you harvest and reap,

Then my land shall be clear for its needs.

So the tares you shall burn in the fire;

For to keep them is not my desire;

But the wheat you shall store,

Whereupon we can draw,

For the bread we shall later require.
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Now the scene is the end of the age,

When the wicked are given their wage;

For the good seed will share,

In the Lord’s tender care,

But the tares will meet holy outrage.

Psalm 19

Oh that men would praise the LORD for His goodness, 

and for His wonderful works to the children of men!

Psalm 107:31

The heavens are telling God’s glory from high;

His handiwork vividly etched in the sky;

From day unto day they are uttering speech;

And night unto night with the knowledge they teach.

No language occurs where their voice is not heard;

Throughout all the earth goes their eloquent word;

Their message has reached to the end of the world;

Resplendent above like a banner unfurled.

In them He has set up a tent for the sun,

That goes like a bridegroom whose day has begun;

Rejoicing as one who is running a race;

A circuit described by its circular trace.

The law of the Lord is effective and whole;

Its witness is simple converting the soul;

Its statutes are noble rejoicing the heart,

Establishing truth for our innermost part.

His holy commandments are gracious and pure;

Enlightening the eyes that our sight may be sure;

The fear of the Lord is enduring and clean;

His judgments are righteous and wholly pristine.

Poems of the Lord    Page 659


More are they desired than the finest of gold;

And sweeter than honey for youngest or old;

Moreover by them is Thy bondservant warned,

And keeping them favours a lifestyle adorned.

For who understands his erroneous ways?

Acquit me of faults that are hid from my gaze;

And keep back Thy servant from sins born of pride,

And let them not rule me nor hinder my stride.

Then I shall be clear from their grievous excess,

And innocent whereof I’d greatly transgress;

Let all my intentions by day or by night,

Be counted acceptable, Lord, in Thy sight. 

Psalm 133

A Song of degrees of David.

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!

Psalm 133:1

Behold, how good it is to dwell

In unity where all is well!

How pleasant for God’s family

To live in peaceful harmony!

‘Tis like the precious oil that flows

From Aaron’s head onto his clothes;

That runs down to his garment’s hem,

So fragrantly anointing them.

‘Tis like the dew upon Hermon

Descending onto Mount Zion;

For there the Lord has set in store

His blessing, life for evermore.
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The Good Samaritan

Then said Jesus unto him,

Go, and do thou likewise.

Luke 10:37

A man went from Jerusalem,

And travelled down to Jericho;

A journey fraught with danger from attack;

A band of men confronted him,

And struck him with a savage blow,

And left him with no clothes upon his back.

By chance there came a certain priest,

Who saw the victim lying there,

And knew he had a most distressing need;

Although he saw him half deceased,

In need of help and urgent care,

The cleric did not pay the slightest heed.

He passed by on the other side,

Unmoved by all the hurt he saw,

Indifferent to this poor fellow’s plight;

The priesthood which he occupied,

Was made for service by the Law;

His conscience would convince him this was right.

A Levite came along that way,

And looked upon the wounded soul,

And passed by on the other side as well;

So on that providential day,

He did not play a helping role,

But stayed within his self-protective shell.
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Another man came by that way;

A travelling Samaritan,

Who saw the poor man lying in the lane;

So with compassion straightaway,

He went and poured in oil and wine,

And bound his wounds to ease the victim’s pain.

He set the man upon his beast,

And took him to a roadside inn,

And cared for him with kindness through the night;

And when the morning light increased,

He spoke unto the host therein,

Take care of him; and paid him what was right.

Whatever more you should outlay,

I’ll pay you when I come again;

With that he left the injured in his care.

And so it is the same today;

When we see human souls in pain,

There’s always time to minister and share.

The Precious Seed

Behold, a sower went forth to sow.

Matthew 13:3

God’s precious seed

Is all we need

For comfort, joy and peace;

When it is sown

And duly grown,

Our wisdom will increase.
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If it is found

In fertile ground,

The fruit will soon appear;

Responsive hearts

Are where it starts

A life of godly fear.

The world’s domain

Is like a plain

With pastures green or dry;

For every soul

Has got a goal:

To live for God or die.

The Beatitudes

And seeing the multitudes, He went up into a mountain:

and when He was set, His disciples came unto Him:

And He opened His mouth, and taught them…

Matthew 5:1,2

The blessedness our Saviour taught

Upon the lofty mount,

Anticipates the highest court

When saints will give account.

As virtue love and loyalty

Are practised and pursued,

They show the marks of royalty

In life’s brief interlude.

For blessed are the spirit-poor;

The kingdom shall be theirs;

A crown of joy shall evermore

Enrich these lowly heirs.
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And blessed are the ones who mourn;

Who sorrow for the dead;

For on a fast-approaching morn

They shall be comforted.

And blessed are the saintly meek,

Where pride has little worth;

They shall inherit what they seek,

A just and peaceful earth.

And blessed are the hungry folk,

Who thirst for righteousness,

They shall be filled as Jesus spoke,

With lasting joyfulness.

And blessed are the merciful,

Where wrongs are never stored;

Their blessings shall be bountiful;

God’s mercy their reward.

And blessed are the pure in heart,

Whose God is their delight;

For He who has no counterpart,

Is ever in their sight.

And blessed are those making peace,

Where discord has been sown;

As God’s adopted progenies

In light they shall be known.

And blest are those who for His sake

Are persecuted sore,

His kingdom riches shall partake,

And cherish evermore.
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Leaven

The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven.

Matthew 13:33

The kingdom of heaven,

Is likened to leaven,

Regarded as evil by most;

Which brings fermentation,

With no limitation,

When hidden in meal as the host.

The leaven will flourish,

Yet none will it nourish,

If biblical concepts are weak;

But unleavened teaching,

Is strong and far-reaching;

And that is the food we should seek.
The Honour Code

Think not that I am come to destroy the law,

or the prophets: I am not come to destroy,

but to fulfill. Matthew 5:17

Upon the mount or on the plain,

The Lord declared His law;

The old would stay till He was slain,

For that was yet in store.

Ye heard that it was said of old,

Thou shalt not kill a man;

As Moses in the law was told,

On such there was a ban.
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But I say unto you indeed,

Whoever in his thought,

Shall harbour anger like a seed,

Will face the judgment court.

Ye heard it said in days gone by,

Avoid adultery;

But this I say as meets the eye,

Guard all you should not see.

For if thine eye offendeth thee,

‘Tis best to pluck it out;

And let it be as enmity,

For hell awaits without.

Ye heard it said within the land,

If men dismiss a wife,

Divorcement bills put in their hand,

Will legalise the strife.

But I say unto everyone

Who puts his wife away,

Lest fornication has been done,

It brings adultery.

Again ye heard it has been said,

If ever you should swear,

No falsehood should be in your head,

In all that you declare.

But I say unto you today,

You shall not swear at all,

But let your word be yea or nay,

Lest evil should befall.
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Again ye heard the elders say,

As in the word of truth,

An eye for eye shall be the pay,

And tooth shall be for tooth.

But I say unto everyone,

Whoever slaps your cheek,

Turn unto him the other one,

For that becomes the meek.

If any with a warning note,

Is threatening to sue,

And wants to take away your coat,

Give him your garment too.

Whoever asks do not deny,

Or borrows not refuse;

That they may profit by and by,

As fits the gospel news.

Again ye heard it has been said,

Love those who may be near;

But I say unto you instead,

Love even those you fear.

Be like your Father, be mature,

Love as you would your own;

For such a mind-set will ensure

You’ll never be alone.

Poems of the Lord    Page 667


Strong Delusion

And for this cause God shall send them

strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.

That they all might be damned who believed

not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

2 Thessalonians 2:11,12

Now dear brethren we beseech you

By the coming of our Lord,

Let no false epistle teach you

That His day is now abroad.

For that day shall not develop

Till there come apostasies,

In the churches they envelop

Plagued with lies and heresies.

And the man of sin has entered,

When at last he is revealed,

Who will have his claims invented

As the one whom God has sealed.

But you know who is restraining,

While iniquity prevails,

For a time it will be reigning

Till its rule of evil fails.

But this one of whom we’ve spoken,

Will appear with vivid signs,

Till his influence is broken,

And iniquity declines.
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He will snare the ones who perish,

Who deny the truth they heard;

Even gospel truth we cherish,

With salvation’s holy word.

So they shall receive delusion;

That they should believe a lie;

Who had pleasure in confusion;

Who are damned in what they ply.

But we thank the Lord, beloved,

Whose election you received;

As the truth you have discovered,

Came through Him you have believed.

Therefore hold fast that tradition,

Taught by letter or by word;

Standing firm in your position,

That has once for all occurred.

May our God and Father bless you,

Who has loved us to the end,

In the hope that does possess you,

More than hearts can comprehend.

Sheep

For ye were as sheep going astray;

but are now returned unto the Shepherd

and Bishop of your souls. 1 Peter 2:25

Shepherds have many odd sheep in their flock;

Some are submissive and some need a knock;

Sheep are dumb creatures that wander and bleat,

Seeking new pastures inviting and sweet.
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We are like sheep you are bound to agree;

From our behaviour it’s easy to see;

But there’s a Shepherd who cares for His own;

Even the saints who have bowed to His throne.

Jesus the Shepherd is calling today;

Calling to those who have wandered astray;

He’s the Good Shepherd, the Way and the Door,

Answer His call and you’ll wander no more.

Investment

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven…

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Matthew 6:20,21

Lay not up your treasures

Reserved on the earth;

For any such measures

Have limited worth.

But lay up your riches

Where all will be new;

Wherever your niche is,

Your heart will be too.

If we have two masters,

And both have a hold;

It could bring disasters

Right into the fold.

The light of our bodies

Resides in the eye;

The nearer our God is,

The stronger the tie.
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If focus is steady

On Him who is true,

Then we shall be ready,

Whatever is due.

So do not be worried

Of what you shall eat,

Nor overly hurried

For bodily treat.

The birds do not gather,

And lay up their seed;

Yet always your Father

Provides for their need.

What man by intention

Can add to his height?

For such an invention

Is never in sight.

Consider the flowers,

How easy they grow;

They toil not for hours,

In giving their show.

Yet Solomon’s splendour

Could never compare,

With daisies so slender,

Or lilies so fair.

So do not be thinking

Of everyday needs,

Like eating or drinking,

Or similar deeds.
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But let us seek foremost

The kingdom above;

And whom we adore most,

The God who is love.

The Good and the Bad Fish

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net,

that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind:

Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat

down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast

the bad away. Matthew 13:47, 48

When the Saviour perceived

How His works were received

By the Jews who resisted His name;

He did not think it right

To bestow further light,

But He warned them of sin just the same.

So His kingdom is set

Like a fisherman’s net;

An example they knew very plain;

As the fish that are caught

Are inspected and brought,

To determine the ones that remain.

As the men by the sea,

As in old Galilee,

Used to do in the course of the day;

They would gather the good

Into vessels for food,

And the rest they would scatter away.
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These events illustrate

The salvation or fate

Of the souls of accountable men;

For not everyone found

Will be heavenward bound,

Only those who have been born again.

The Mustard Seed

The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain

of mustard seed. Matthew 13:31

A mustard seed is sown,

And when it’s fully-grown,

Is like a tree,

Although we see

A herb as it is known.

So heaven’s kingdom grows,

As thus its record shows,

Its people share,

Most everywhere,

A conflict in its throes.

A strong and stately tree,

Accessible and free,

Is truly blest,

With shady rest,

For souls like you and me.

The lessons we can learn,

In life at any turn,

Is only trust,

In Christ we must,

As long as we sojourn.
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Psalm 23

As the hart panteth after the water brooks,

so panteth my soul after Thee, O God. Psalm 42:1

The Lord is my Shepherd,

I shall not have need;

He maketh me lie down

In pastures of feed.

He leadeth by waters

Refreshing and still;

My soul He restoreth

In love and good will.

He leadeth in pathways

Of righteousness due,

Because of His name’s sake,

Eternally true.

Yea, though I should walk through

The valley of death,

I shall not fear evil

For Thou art my breath.

Thy rod doth correct me

Whenever I stray;

Thy staff is my comfort

And strength for the way.

Thou settest a table

In view of my foes;

My head Thou anointest;

My cup overflows. 
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Thy goodness and mercy

Shall follow my days;

And Thou wilt receive me

In mansions of praise.

Kingdom Treasures

... the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure

hid in a field. Matthew 13:44

The kingdom of heaven is likened 

to treasure,

More precious than rubies and gold 

without measure;

Well hidden as minerals deep 

in the ground;

Untold in its value when 

once it is found.

The kingdom of heaven is like

a gem merchant,

Who sought goodly pearls with

their royal enchantment;

And when he discovered a pearl 

of great price,

He sold all he had for that 

wonderful prize.

The kingdom of heaven is preached

among mortals,

Inviting them into its glorious 

portals;

A welcome is waiting where love

will endure,

For every arrival is counted

as pure.
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Jabez

And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren: 

and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, 

Because I bare him with sorrow. 

1 Chronicles 4:9

Any children born in sorrow,

In a world deprived of joy,

Can embrace a glad tomorrow,

By the actions they employ.

Such as Jabez is depicted,

In the Chronicles we read,

As a man who was convicted

Of his consequential need.

For this man had greater merit

Than his close abiding kin;

Not from what he would inherit,

But from principles within.

As he called upon Jehovah

For a blessing from His hand;

And to stay with him moreover,

And enlarge his coastal land.

He was heard in his petition,

By the Lord who answers prayer;

So should be our disposition,

With a love we have to share.
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The Great Day

Comfort ye, comfort ye My people,

saith your God.

Isaiah 40:1

O comfort ye, O comfort ye My people,

saith the Lord;

Speak unto her and comfort her, for peace

has been restored;

Her warfare now is ended;

Her city is defended;

Iniquity is pardoned, for her pay is

doubly poured.

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness

is heard;

Make straight a highway for our God, let desert

lands be stirred;

Each valley shall be lifted;

Their elevation shifted;

The mountains shall be lowered, when that great

day has occurred.

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed upon

that day;

And everyone shall see it, whether glad or

with dismay;

The crooked shall be levelled;

Not any more bedevilled;

The rough place shall be smoothened, for the

Lord hath spoken, yea.
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Psalm 139

O give thanks unto the LORD; 

for He is good:

for His mercy endureth for ever. 

Psalm 136:1

O Lord, Thou hast searched me,

And known me through and through;

My sitting down and rising up,

And everything I do;

My thoughts Thou dost know well,

Thou knowest them far off;

Thou winnowest the path I take,

And all my ways thereof.

There is not a word, Lord,

That issues from my tongue,

But what Thou knowest totally,

And what may come along;

And Thou hast enclosed me,

Behind me and before;

And laid Thine hand upon me so,

It filleth me with awe.

For where shall I go to?

Or from Thy Spirit flee?

If I ascend to heaven’s height,

Thy presence there shall be;

If hell be my bedroom,

Behold, Thou art there too;

Or dwell in parts beyond the sea,

Thy hand shall hold me true.
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If I say with sureness,

The dark shall cover me;

But then the dark shall be as light

About me unto Thee;

The night cannot hide me,

It shineth as the day;

The dark and light are both alike

In Thy just interplay.

My reins Thou hast fashioned,

And formed my inward parts;

And woven me within the womb,

A masterwork of arts;

So I will extol Thee

With steadfast accolade;

For I am from Thy skilful hand

Most wonderfully made.

How precious Thy thoughts are

To me O God my Lord!

The sum of them is all too great

Than ever could be scored;

If I should but count them,

They would be more than sand,

That lies beneath the mighty sea,

Or borders on the land.

O search me, my Saviour,

And know my inmost heart!

And test all my anxieties

Known unto Thee apart;

If there be within me

Withal a wicked thing;

And lead me on the upward path,

My Master and my King.
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Psalm 95

O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make

a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation. Psalm 95:1

Let us come and sing our praises to the Lord;

Let us glorify the One who is adored;

Let us make a joyful noise,

With a hearty gladsome voice,

To the Rock of our salvation with accord.

Let us come with our thanksgiving to His throne;

And with psalmody let all His works be known;

For the Lord our God is great;

He is Head of every state,

With a Majesty no other god can own.

He possesses all the places of the deep;

And the strength of every hill is in His keep;

For the sea was made by Him,

As He limited its rim;

And His hands have formed the valleys and the steep.

Let us worship our Creator on our knees;

As a Father He will listen to our pleas;

We are ever in His care,

And should never feel despair,

For in Him there are no dark anxieties.

So today if you will listen as He speaks,

For it is your preservation that He seeks,

Do not turn away your heart,

Where your soul decisions start,

Like the people who resisted many weeks.
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In the wilderness as in the day of test,

When they proved Him having seen His holy quest;

Through the space of forty years,

He was grieved with all their fears,

So He swore they should not enter in His rest.

Psalm 22

My God, My God, why hast Thou

forsaken Me? Psalm 22:1

My God, My God, the psalmist wrote;

So went the urgent plea;

Just as the Lord would surely quote,

And would forsaken be.

I cry in daytime and the night,

But yet Thou hearest not;

So was the Lord’s intensive plight

Through all the pain He got.

But Thou art holy, thus He said

Of Him who dwells in light;

The Judge of both the quick and dead,

Whose Son was His delight.

Our fathers trusted in Thy name,

They trusted and were freed;

But during those long hours of shame,

No one could meet His need.

The final triumph was declared,

In one vicarious death;

And all who trust Him shall be spared,

And share His living breath.
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Restoration

Arise, shine; for thy light is come, 

and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. 

Isaiah 60:1

Arise and shine because 

thy light is come,

And the glory of the Lord is now upon thee;

Though darkness covers all 

the earth in sum,

Yet His glory shall be seen as risen on thee.

The Gentiles bringing of 

their nations wealth,

Shall be coming to thy light and to its brightness;

Thy sons and daughters with 

a radiant health,

Shall be sharing in thy manifest uprightness.

The sons of aliens shall 

build thy walls,

And their monarchs shall be ministers among thee;

The calves of thoroughbreds 

shall fill thy stalls,

And no enemy shall hurt thee or shall wrong thee.

The sun no more shall be 

thy light by day,

Nor the moon shall give its luminance above thee;

The Lord Himself will shine 

upon thy way,

For His covenant has ever been to love thee.
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The Holy One

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: 

and the government shall be upon His shoulder:

and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 

The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 

The Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 9:6

For unto us a Child is born,

A Son is given freely;

And He shall on a coming dawn,

Uphold a rule ideally.

His name shall be called Wonderful,

The Counsellor, Almighty;

The Father with a lasting rule;

The Prince of Peace so rightly.

And of His government and peace,

On David’s throne unending;

For it shall prosper and increase,

With justice never bending.

The Lord of hosts in holy zeal

Will notably perform it;

No creature, be they ethereal,

Can alter or reform it.
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Psalm 8

O LORD our Lord, how excellent is Thy name

in all the earth! who hast set Thy glory 

above the heavens. Psalm 8:1

O LORD our Lord, how excellent

Is Thy majestic name!

In all the earth exemplified;

With evidence on every side

Re-echoing Thy fame.

According to Thy providence,

Thy glory has been set

Above the heavens in its state,

On which we can but contemplate,

Until our hopes are met.

From mouths of babes and sucklings,

Thou hast perfected praise;

That all Thine enemies be stilled,

Because the hopes on which they build

Are manifestly base.

When I consider all Thy works,

The heavens Thou hast made;

The moon and stars Thou hast ordained,

And by Thy faithfulness sustained,

Are nightly on parade.

Then what is man that Thou shouldst care

For his eternal state?

For Thou hast set his mortal place

Below the angels in his case,

In all Thou didst create.
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Thou gavest him dominion

Of Thy created things;

And having made the earth complete

Thou placed it underneath his feet;

A paradise of springs.

O LORD our Lord, how excellent

Is Thy majestic name!

In all the earth personified,

By men and angels glorified,

Through endless years the same.

The Dear Departed

I love the LORD. Psalm 116:1

Now the ladies have departed,

And the gentlemen as well,

We shall miss their cheery smile and warm embrace;

For the friendship they imparted,

And the news they had to tell,

Is a memory that nothing can erase.

So it is with every passing,

When our pilgrimage is through,

There are gaps that only time can put to rest;

Though our wealth may be amassing,

Debts could well be owing too,

For our stewardship is given as a test.

Every day we are progressing

To that Day before the Lord,

With the attitudes and actions we betray;

For ‘tis there He’ll be assessing

How much honour they afford,

As reflected in our brief and earthly stay. 
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Sound Instruction

For the LORD giveth wisdom:

out of His mouth cometh knowledge

and understanding. Proverbs 2:6

Now my son if thou listen to me,

And receive what I say unto thee,

If thou bendeth thine ear,

And apply it with fear,

Then a much wiser man thou shalt be.

For the Lord giveth wisdom indeed;

From His mouth cometh words we should heed;

Understanding is gained,

With a knowledge ingrained,

In the truth which can never recede.

When His wisdom has entered thine heart,

And His knowledge is sweet on thy part,

Then discretion shall be

A preserver to thee,

From distractions whenever they start.

From the woman with flattering tongue,

Who has cast off her covenant long;

And abandoned the truth

Of the guide of her youth,

With a house where inducement is strong.

Now the upright shall dwell in the land,

Where the ransomed are able to stand;

But the proud in their shame

Have no party or claim,

With that joyful regenerate band.
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Creation

Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth?

declare, if thou hast understanding. 

When the morning stars sang together, 

and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

Job 38:4,7

Before God made His creatures,

Or earth received its form,

It rested with the Mighty One 

to formulate the norm;

The universal features,

As much as we can see,

Are so designed to satisfy 

a role in history.

The circular attractions,

Of matter large and small,

Are evident by telescope 

or in the science hall;

We marvel at the actions,

Which keep them in their paths,

And from their stable characters 

we standardise our maths.

There is a great Designer

Controlling everything:

The many constellations 

or the sparrow on the wing;

The largest ocean liner

That ever put to sea,

Would never reach its port of call 

if facts did not agree.

Poems of the Lord    Page 687


The law of gravitation

That holds us in our place;

The measureless dimensions 

that we commonly call space;

All form a grand equation

That echoes and coheres;

Maintaining checks and balances 

throughout the passing years.

This wonderful creation

And marvellous expanse

Was brought into existence 

by the Master’s strict commands;

We share the exultation

That angels once portrayed,

The day they sang that joyful song 

when earth and sky were made. 

The Song of Moses

Ascribe ye greatness unto our God.

Deuteronomy 32:3

Give ear ye heavens and O earth,

Let teaching drop like rain;

And let my words distil as dew,

And as they come bring life anew,

As showers on the plain.

For I proclaim the holy God,

Whose greatness we ascribe;

He is the Rock, our dwelling place;

His work is perfect, rich in grace,

For every living tribe.
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His ways are just and absolute;

A God of truth is He;

Without injustice in His law;

Pursuing good for evermore,

With all integrity.

Remember now the days of old;

Consider many years;

Ask those within your family,

And they will tell you verily,

And speak it in your ears.

When God the high and lofty One,

Gave portions unto man;

When Adam’s children were dispersed,

He set their boundaries at first,

For every nation’s span.

But He apportioned to Himself

His people Israel;

He found him in a desert land,

A wilderness of rock and sand,

Without a spring or well.

He made him ride upon the heights,

But Jeshurun grew fat;

He soon forsook the God he knew,

And sacrificed to gods untrue,

Provoking Him thereat.

Unmindful of his faithful Rock,

He quickly grew perverse;

And so in holy jealousy

God gave him to his enemy,

As people under curse.
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But when He saw his strength was gone,

With none remaining free,

He had compassion on His own,

That they might know that He alone

Was God assuredly.

Thus Moses came with Joshua,

And testified this song;

And all the people heard the Law,

Repeated from the time before,

That they should do no wrong.

And having taught the Law of God,

His writings still remain;

Though many years had passed at length,

He still retained his body strength,

And had not lived in vain.

Maxims

Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: 

bind them about thy neck;

write them upon the table of thine heart.

So shalt thou find favour and good understanding 

in the sight of God and man. Proverbs 3:3,4

A good name is better than riches,

And does not diminish with wealth;

Achievements are better than wishes,

And not detrimental to health.

The rich and the poor have a Maker;

The Lord is Creator of each;

They may be a cook or a baker,

Yet both have a Saviour in reach.
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If we take no thought for the cheerless,

Whose cry has gone out in despair,

It may be because we are fearless,

Or lacking compassion and care.

A child needs the rod of correction,

While they are in formative years;

It serves for their good and protection,

Although it may suffer them tears.

The righteous are souls who have trusted,

And bring forth the fruitage they yield;

As he who wins souls is adjusted,

To harvest the world as a field.

The Proud One

How art thou fallen from heaven,

O Lucifer, son of the morning!

Isaiah 14:12

How art thou fallen, Lucifer,

From thine exalted place!

How art thou cut down to the ground,

Since arrogance in thee was found;

Archfiend of thy race!

For thou hast said within thine heart,

I will ascend on high;

I will exalt my princely throne

Above the stars of God alone

That dwell amid the sky.
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And further, I will take my seat

As chief among the host;

I will ascend above the heights,

Beyond the high and cloudy sites,

And gain the highest post.

I will be like the One Most High;

And then the Lord decreed,

Thou shalt be brought down to the Pit;

For so it was considered fit

For thine intended deed.

The people seeing thy demise,

Will say as they behold,

Is this the man who brought distress,

And made the world a wilderness?

Yea, from the days of old.

The Anointed Cherub

Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth.

Ezekiel 28:14

O son of man take up a cry,

With lamentation and a sigh;

And say unto the king of Tyre,

You were the seal of much desire.

Perfect in beauty, fully wise,

You were in Eden’s paradise;

Your covering was precious stones;

Your music had symphonic tones.
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You were the guardian of My throne,

And walked amid the fiery stone;

So perfect in your conduct too,

Till wickedness was found in you.

By multitudes of merchandise,

Your soul became a den of vice;

Therefore I cast you out profane,

From where you had your bold domain.

The end of all your vain desire,

Shall be consumed in burning fire;

Your ashes shall be seen by all,

Who witness your ignoble fall.

Psalm 110

The LORD said unto my Lord,

Sit Thou at My right hand, until I

make Thine enemies Thy footstool. Psalm 110:1

The LORD declared in solemn tone,

Sit at the right hand of My throne,

Until Thy foes in disarray,

Are made Thy footstool on that Day.

The rod of Thy dominion great,

Shall go abroad from Zion’s gate;

So rule Thou in the midst of them,

From Thine elect Jerusalem.

Thy people shall be volunteers,

Both young men and the old in years;

For in that celebrated hour,

Thou shalt reveal Thy kingly power.
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In beauties of Thy holiness,

As from the womb in loveliness;

Thy youth has got the morning dew,

Refreshing as the day is new.

The LORD has sworn His vowed intent,

And of that vow will not repent,

Thou art a Priest for evermore,

Inherited from none before.

The Lord who sits at Thy right hand

Shall strike the kings in every land;

His day of wrath that many dread,

Shall see them wounded in the head.

His drink shall be a wayside brook,

That flows beside the path He took;

The head that once He bowed to die,

Is now and ever lifted high.

Observations

Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, 

than an house full of good cheer with strife. Proverbs 17:1

An excellent wife is a blessing;

The crown of her diligent spouse;

Whatever event needs addressing,

She takes to the Head of the house.

The righteous will never be shaken,

For wisdom is what they rehearse;

The wicked to hell will be taken,

Whose mouth is innately perverse.
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To sorrow is better than laughter,

And sadness is good for the heart;

Though mirth may ascend to the rafter,

With fools it will quickly depart.

Do not seek the counsel of actors,

Who play on the truth as a guise;

But rather rely on those factors,

Whereby the Lord’s student is wise.

God’s Word is established forever,

And naught can be added thereto;

The sum of our godly endeavour,

Will stand in the ranks of the true.

So let us digest the conclusion,

And summarize God’s holy plan;

His Word is the daily solution

For every condition of man.

The Rent Veil

And Jesus cried with a loud voice,

and gave up the ghost.

And the veil of the temple was rent in twain

from the top to the bottom.

Mark 15:32,33

A veil or a curtain,

Partitions for certain,

The holy from vessels unclean;

It was a divider,

For any outsider,

From symbols entirely unseen.
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A tent was erected,

As God had directed,

With chambers for items therein;

A room that was holy

Was set apart solely,

Confirming the ransom for sin.

The temple remaining,

When Herod was reigning,

Had witnessed the lambs that were slain;

When Jesus had ended,

The life He surrendered,

The curtain was rent into twain.

There is no deterrent,

For men that are errant;

The Lord has provided a way;

His blood has negated

The sins which He hated,

That never will come into play.

Obligations

Love one another with a pure heart fervently.

1 Peter 1:22

The road that we travel,

As tangles unravel,

Depends on the route we have taken;

We choose our direction,

By careful selection,

As pilgrims no longer forsaken.
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A sister or brother,

Should pray for the other,

For each is a friend and a keeper;

The weak and the humble,

Together can stumble,

As well as the faltering sleeper.

We should not be strangers,

To ongoing dangers,

Which threaten a body unbroken;

It falls away quickly,

If members are sickly,

And spirits are not duly woken.

Our plain obligation,

In each situation,

Is ordered by faith intercession;

Petitions prevailing,

With vision unfailing,

Will strengthen our daily progression.

Reflections

Be ye holy: for I am holy. 1 Peter 1:16

A mirror gives the view of our reflection,

For nothing can exist without detection;

We cannot change the image we are seeing,

Nor alter any facet of our being.

The Bible is a mirror through its pages,

And recognised as such throughout the ages;

It tells us how the Lord Creator sees us,

And how we have been reconciled in Jesus.
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It stipulates the terms of our salvation,

That makes a human soul a new creation;

And anyone who sees himself reflected,

Can rest assured his mind will be affected.

A woman looks into a glass directly,

To see if every detail fits correctly;

A man is neither diligent nor fretful,

He looks and then he goes away forgetful.

We should peruse the Word and not forget it;

By doing so we never shall regret it;

It shows us what we are and what is lacking,

And gives us God’s solution with His backing.

The Perfect Man was looked upon and handled,

By fishermen in simple dress and sandalled;

He is the image of the One who sent Him;

And we by faithful witness represent Him.

Justice

None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth:

they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they conceive

mischief, and bring forth iniquity. Isaiah 59:4

The hand of the Lord is not short or curtailed,

That He cannot rescue the souls that have failed;

His ear is not heavy that He cannot hear

The prayers of a people who seek Him with fear.

But this generation among whom we dwell,

Has wandered away from its life-giving well;

They draw from the cisterns exhausted and drained,

Ignoring the precepts that God has ordained.
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Because we have flouted His excellent way

Of lawful procedure from day unto day,

The judicial systems that govern our land,

Have moved far away from a biblical stand.

Rejection of truth that extends far and wide,

Is part of a world that is governed by pride;

The Lord who is righteous is duly displeased,

When justice is lacking and morals have ceased.

The greatest injustice that ever occurred,

Was when the Lord Jesus was blatantly slurred;

He did not resist though despitefully used;

Nor yet did He answer though wrongly accused.

Divine satisfaction took place on the Tree,

When Jesus was judged so that we could be free;

The Just was delivered up for the unjust,

And pardon is promised to any who trust.

When crimes go unpunished and victims are hurt,

And felons do not get their proper desert,

We should not forget there is one Higher Court,

When Jesus will furnish His final report.

Body, Soul and Spirit

I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body

be preserved blameless unto the coming

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 5:23

Our body is an instrument,

Responding to its orders;

The one residing in the tent,

Has scope beyond its borders.
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The soul must have a greater guide

Than human thought proposes;

Another Mentor must abide

Before its tenure closes.

We need another avenue

For true communication,

Our spirit must be born anew

With gospel information.

A body is on earth today,

With members that are able;

They each have got a role to play,

Within a world unstable.

They take their orders from a source,

Which never could be bettered;

It keeps them on a righteous course,

With feet that are unfettered.

Our body is an instrument,

Through which our faith is tested,

By godliness or good intent,

Eternally invested.

Walking and Resting

Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place,

and rest a while. Mark 6:31

Walking or resting,

Whatever we do,

Is part of our daily routine;

Character testing

Will strengthen us too,

As long as our conscience is clean.
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Walking sedately,

In truth and in light

Depends on the state of the mind;

Saints not innately

Equipped for the fight,

Must study the Word and its kind.

Walking correctly,

As well as we ought,

Is faithfully taught in the Word;

Blessing directly

Of varying sort,

Will follow if faith has occurred.

Resting is passive,

For such is required,

In matters beyond our control;

Threats that are massive,

Or shots that are fired,

Can never extinguish the soul.

Duly confessing

The errors we make

Will keep us from going astray;

Always assessing

The journey we take,

The Lord will enlighten our way.
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Three Enemies

…troubled on every side;

without were fightings, within were fears.

2 Corinthians 7:5

The Bible speaks of enemies

Within us and around us;

The devil is our nemesis

Who lies in wait to hound us.

We need a Man victorious

To clothe us with His armour;

Whose death is meritorious,

For businessman or farmer.

There is another enemy

Directed by the Demon;

It infiltrates the reverie

Of landed men and seamen.

A system that perpetuates

Religion and deception,

With very wealthy potentates

Who claim a big reception.

The third and subtle enemy

Is human disposition;

The egotist in you and me

That craves for recognition.

So we should claim the victory

Against these adversaries;

Consistent with integrity,

As long as Jesus tarries.
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Miracles

Sanctify yourselves: for to morrow the 

LORD will do wonders among you.

Joshua 3:5

Miracles happen when God is at work,

Mostly without our observing;

Sceptics and such pass them off as a quirk,

Or as a claim undeserving.

Miracles happen when men are transformed,

Rescued from sin and its wages;

We have a nature perverse and deformed,

Written in history’s pages.

Miracles seen by the many or few,

Happened as they were recorded;

Signs that were given to Gentile and Jew,

As the conditions afforded.

Prior to Israel crossing the sea,

Having been slaves to their masters,

Miracles aided in setting them free,

After the tenfold disasters.

Miracles served as a credible sign,

Granted to prophets as noted;

Most were performed with a gracious design,

Blessing the lives they promoted.

Miracles seen in the time of the Lord;

Wonders of mercy and healing;

Spread the good tidings at home and abroad,

Rousing a popular feeling.
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Miracles come with a purpose in view;

Aiming in heaven’s direction;

Bringing salvation for me and for you,

Centred in Christ’s resurrection.

Fear and Judgment

And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able 

to kill the soul: but rather fear Him which is able to

destroy both soul and body in hell.

Matthew 10:28

Fear is a topic we often ignore,

Keeping it out of our thinking;

Yet there are times when it comes to the fore,

As when a lifeboat is sinking.

God has put into our conscience and mind,

Triggers to wake and alarm us;

Each has a role that is clear and defined,

Warning of things that could harm us.

Children are taught at a delicate age,

Not to give favour to strangers;

Nor to go near to an animal’s cage,

Fraught with its possible dangers.

Judgment is never a popular word

Heard in polite conversations;

Some may assert it is rather absurd,

Subject to men’s aberrations.

Yet if we study the Bible at all,

Noting its stark revelation;

Judgment has followed because of the Fall,

Sealing our need of salvation.
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Judgment is certain as day follows night;

Vested in Him who has sworn it;

For the believer it harbours no fright:

Jesus the Savour has borne it.

Portraits

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh

away the sin of the world. John 1:29

We know the place of common beast

Among the Lord’s creations;

In western countries and the east,

Or rural situations;

They have a varied role to play

As only they can do it;

They live beside us every day

As neighbours passing through it.

The donkey is a quadruped

With useful reputation;

It may be lacking in the head

In terms of destination;

But when a prophet travelled south

With evident disfavour,

A word came from the donkey’s mouth

Rebuking his behaviour.

A dove is inconspicuous

Among the feathered creatures;

With noted inoffensiveness

And peaceful-loving features;

Attendant at the ministry

Of Jesus at the river,

It certified His Deity

For those He would deliver.
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A lamb is truly typified

As innocent and gentle;

A trait that is identified

As not just accidental;
As such it aptly illustrates

A Person who is endless,

Who holds the key to heaven’s gates,

For sinners who are friendless.

Among the many Bible names

Bestowed upon the devil,

Are those that tally with the claims

Consistent at his level;

A lion with a fearsome roar

Is one of his portrayals;

And like a serpent at the door

With venomous betrayals.

So animals again portray

The empires they depicted;

That held the nations in their sway

For seasons long predicted;

A leopard has agility

And swiftness in its manner;

Like those who had ability

With Alexander’s banner.

We can’t forget the fallacies

Inherent in our nature;

Described as sinful tendencies

In Bible nomenclature;

As human souls we hold a place

Above these lowly creatures;

So we should heed implicit grace

That portraits duly teach us.
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Good News

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ

shall all be made alive. 1 Corinthians 15:22

For God so loved a world undone,

With all its sons and daughters,

He gave His well-beloved Son,

Who by His passion bought us.

For as in Adam all are dead,

Because of their connection;

So all in Christ the risen Head,

Shall live by resurrection.

The Lord commends His perfect love,

Toward a world of sinners;

He came as signalled by a dove,

To live His life within us.

As many as receive the Lord,

To them are given power;

The Spirit has been fully poured,

And works at every hour.

Except a man is born again,

By Spirit and by water,

He cannot see Messiah’s reign,

Announced in every quarter.

I am the bread of life, He said

To those who stood around Him;

The all-sufficient Fountainhead,

For sinners who have found Him.
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The Spirit and the bride say, Come,

To all within their hearing;

For Christ is our eternal home,

And Judgment Day is nearing.

The Word

And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us,

and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only

begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14

The Word denotes expression

In a language widely known;

It is the sole possession

Of the Lamb upon the throne.

He was from the beginning,

As the Oracles make clear;

Before the earth was spinning

In its regulated sphere.

The Word is also Spirit,

And as such cannot be seen;

His substance is explicit,

Transcendental and serene.

To know His will and do it

Is an honour to achieve;

To bypass or eschew it

Is a travesty to grieve.

He is the path to glory

For the sinner and the saint;

The Subject of His story

For the feeble and the faint.
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The Word is always calling,

Unto any who will hear;

For those who keep on stalling,

It will be a call of fear.

The Remnant

Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant

according to the election of grace. Romans 11:5

A remnant of people as Scriptures record,

Survive at a time when dissent is abroad;

A people delivered through faith they possess,

And not through their merits or righteous prowess.

A remnant was saved at the time of the Flood;

Though many had witnessed the ark made of wood,

They could not conceive of a thing such as rain,

Because of the mist that surrounded the plain.

A remnant was saved at a critical hour,

When legions of Romans had militant power;

They fled from a city delivered to wrath,

Because it had veered from its ultimate path.

A remnant are saved who are living today,

Who firmly believe in the Truth and the Way;

A body of people addressed as the Church,

Who find their assurance in letters they search.

Today we are seeing a definite trend,

That points to a time that the Scriptures defend;

This terrible judgment increasingly due,

Will purge out the rebels and rescue the few.
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When history comes to the end of its time,

The remnant together will echo their rhyme,

We were not deserving of anything good,

Our souls were redeemed by Emmanuel’s blood.

Water and Fire

I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance:

but He that cometh after me is mightier than I,

whose shoes I am not worthy to bear:

He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire. 

Matthew 3:11

The Bible speaks often of water and fire;

Of hell and its torments that no men desire;

Of water as mainly for goodly intent,

Like drinking or washing to which we assent.

They both can be factors for good or for ill:

A fiery volcano emitting its spill;

A flood that can carry away with its force

Whatever obstruction may stand in its course.

They both have a typical meaning as well;

With fire it is commonly coupled with hell;

It also is used in a positive way,

To burn up the dross on our Reckoning Day.

We know for a fact there has been a great flood,

Removing the evil and sparing the good;

The final removal as Scriptures assert,

Will see it consumed so it never can hurt.
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We see living waters and life-giving streams,

Not only confined to the realm of our dreams;

But used of the Spirit and what He provides,

For every believer in whom He resides.

The things that we witness around us each day,

Were fashioned by God for the role they would play;

For those who are washed and redeemed by His blood,

The Lord has designed every facet for good.

God’s Mercies

Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that

is within me, bless His holy name. Psalm 103:1

O bless the Lord, declares my soul,

And all who share His blessing;

Forget not all His benefits,

In faith and hope possessing.

Who pardons thine iniquities,

And healeth thy diseases;

Who purchased thee from slavery;

His mercy never ceases.

He satisfies thy hungry mouth,

And all thy soul is needing;

Thy youthfulness He does renew,

Though years may be receding.

He executes His righteousness

For all who are afflicted;

He showed His acts to Israel,

In ways that He predicted.
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The Lord is kind and merciful;

He will not keep on chiding;

He does not store His anger up;

His love is still abiding.

He has not yet requited us

For sins we have committed;

Nor has He so rewarded us

For wrongs we have permitted.

For as the heavens are so high

Above the earth in measure,

So does His mercy yet abound

To those who seek His pleasure.

For as the east is from the west,

By infinite progressions,

So far has He removed from us

Our multiple transgressions.

Like as a father pitieth

The children who are near him,

So does the Lord have sympathy

On those who rightly fear Him.

For He remembers we are dust;

Our mortal frame He knoweth;

Our days are like the meadow grass,

Which for a season groweth.

It flourishes a little while,

Until the winds are blowing;

And very soon it is no more,

Its place no longer knowing.
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The mercy of the Lord is sure,

Throughout all generations;

Upon the ones who fear His name

And love His visitations.

O bless the Lord, declares my soul;

He works in every quarter;

Imputing life and righteousness

To every son and daughter.

O bless the Lord ye heavenly host,

Who serve Him with endeavour;

His kingdom will be glorious,

And magnified forever.

This Passing Earth

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth:

for the first heaven and the first earth were passed

away; and there was no more sea. Revelation 21:1

The Scriptures give a portraiture

Of fundamental stages,

The earth will be subjected to

Throughout the passing ages;

Before it was inhabited

By human generations,

It could have been the dwelling place

Of ethereal creations.

The Bible tells of precious stones

Where Eden was located;

The habitat of cherubim

And angels so related;
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There is explicit reference

That warfare had erupted,

And numbers of the angel host

Had then become corrupted.

The next declared environment

Was done by renovation;

Because the said rebellion 

Had wrought such devastation;

And so upon successive days,

For six must be completed,

The earth would be in readiness,

For life which Adam greeted.

This wonderful environment

With all that it included,

Was excellent in every way

Till arrogance intruded;

Though earth retained its comeliness

And good climatic features,

There was a changed relationship

With God and with His creatures.

The earth assumed another form

Through global inundation;

The wickedness of humankind

Had gone to saturation;

So when the flood had soaked away,

The torrents being lifted;

The earth received a massive change;

Geographies were shifted.
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The next stage in its history

Will come when wars have ended;

The earth will be restored again

As first it was intended;

A thousand years of perfect rule

Has yet to run its courses;

When everyone will have a share

In all the earth’s resources.

Because this earth is temporal

And therefore not eternal,

A judgment day is prophesied,

Inclusive and infernal;

A new earth will eventuate

Amid the heaven’s glory;

A place for us to contemplate;

But that’s another story.

Three Arks

Come thou and all thy house into the ark.

Genesis 7:1

 An ark is symbolic

Of life and disaster,

In language historic

Of which we should master;

It was the provision

For Noah’s excursions,

And made a division

For eight living persons.
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A much smaller casket

Was left on the water;

The reeds could not mask it

From Pharaoh’s young daughter;

The child she encountered

Was duly named Moses;

The pains he surmounted,

Were those life imposes.

A sacred container,

Constructed as bidden,

Was once the retainer

Where symbols were hidden;

They each were declaring

Our devilish manner,

While God was preparing

His glorious banner.

These articles carry

An ongoing story,

That we should not parry

Concerning God’s glory;

They speak of salvation

From sin and its wages;

For each generation

Throughout all the ages.
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Triumphal Entry

The earth is the LORD’s, and the fulness thereof;

the world, and they that dwell therein. Psalm 24:1

The earth is the Lord’s,

And its fulness so wide;

The world and its people

Who therein reside.

He founded it sure

In its place on the seas,

And made it secure

By authentic decrees.

For who shall ascend

To the hill of the Lord?

Or stand in the place

Where His name is adored?

Him having clean hands,

And a heart that is pure;

Who has not sought vainly

The world and its lure.

This one shall be blessed,

And be justified too,

By God the Redeemer

Of Gentile and Jew.

So lift up your heads

O ye welcoming gates;

The King in His glory

Will come as He states.
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Who then is this King

Coming into your coasts?

The One whom we worship:

The Lord God of hosts.

Perfect Promises

Be still, and know that I am God:

I will be exalted among the heathen,

I will be exalted in the earth. Psalm 46:10

The promises that God has made

Still operate unaided;

His character is always staid

When other hopes have faded.

If troubles have become severe

Enough to overtake us,

We are assured that He is near,

And never will forsake us.

Should we have need for any task:

A ministry or speaking,

He taught that we should duly ask,

And of His will be seeking.

His wisdom will be granted us,

Whatever is requested;

For so He has implanted us

With pledges well attested.

The Comforter abides within,

And we cannot deceive Him;

He does not compromise with sin,

Though oftentimes we grieve Him.
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If we will follow His commands,

He promises a blessing;

For everything is in His hands,

Though trouble may be pressing.

His promises are manifest,

Though long ago were written;

And this should put our minds at rest,

For Satan has been smitten.

The Lord’s Farewell

I will not leave you comfortless: 

I will come to you.

John 14:18

The twelve were in the upper room

With supper being taken;

The atmosphere was one of gloom,

With feelings deeply shaken;

So after Jesus washed their feet:

A ministry far-reaching,

He thereupon resumed His seat,

And clarified its teaching.

Salvation which they once received

Had cleansed them from pollution;

Yet one of them had not believed

That this was God’s solution;

So by this washing Jesus showed

That after life is given,

We sin along the pilgrim road

And need to be forgiven.
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Iscariot, who took the sop,

Departed from the meeting;

His office was for him a prop,

And time was fast retreating;

So now the Lord prepared His own

For what would seem disaster;

As soon they would be left alone

Without their Lord and Master.

He gave them an explicit charge

Although their hearts were broken,

To witness to the world at large

The things that He had spoken;

The Spirit would empower them

With all that love embraces,

Beginning at Jerusalem,

And on to distant places.

Three Trees

…that they might be called trees of righteousness…

Isaiah 61:3

Our history is summarised

By three distinctive trees;

They each have been immortalised

By absolute decrees;

They certify and illustrate

The destiny of man;

Of that which will eventuate,

And how it all began.
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A tree that God severely banned

Was man’s initial test;

If he obeyed the Lord’s command,

He surely would be blessed;

His wife had eaten of its fruit;

He clearly had a choice;

Would he in weakness follow suit?

Or heed the Master’s voice?

In disregarding what he saw,

He ate the fruit as well;

Such violation of the law

Was tantamount to hell;

The outcome for humanity

Was suffering and death;

His wilfulness and vanity

Had robbed him of his breath.

Another tree was set in place

Upon a certain hill;

A signal to the human race

That separates us still;

The turning point of history

Was settled on the mount;

The blood of Christ on Calvary

Will call us to account. 

A tree that has been out of bounds

Since Adam took the bite,

Will furnish heaven’s golden grounds

With food of great delight;

The tree of life will satisfy

Each free and living soul;

And they in turn will glorify

The One who made them whole.
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Three Gardens

And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden.

Genesis 2:8

A garden was the chosen site

For man’s intended role;

His choice of wrong instead of right

Has tainted every soul;

Our life is ordered by a span,

That covers every day;

We either choose the Father’s plan

Or go the devil’s way.

Another garden comes in view,

Its name, Gethsemane;

It was a place of testing too,

With mental agony;

Because He chose the Father’s will,

And did not choose His own,

It led the Saviour to a hill,

To hang and die alone.

There is a place we visualise

Where all will be complete;

An everlasting paradise

Where saints will gladly meet;

A garden which the Lord has planned,

Celestial and bright;

Just as He gave that great command,

And said, Let there be light! 
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Exhortations

Now we exhort you brethren, warn them that are unruly,

comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, 

be patient toward all men.

1 Thessalonians 5:14

Epistles such as Titus,

Can strengthen and unite us,

By following the teachings they uphold;

Our diligent behaviour

Will elevate the Saviour,

And advertise His name to young and old.

The spirit we are given,

Should not by fear be driven,

But by a love born of a godly mind;

Therefore as God enables,

We must refute the fables

Of humanistic people who are blind.

Concerning exhortations,

There should be supplications,

For governments and every head of state;

That we might live discreetly,

Well-organised and neatly,

For godliness and suchlike correlate.

All Scripture is intended

For hearts that are surrendered,

And profits those who live by what is taught;

So let us be united,

With lamps that have been lighted,

And spread the name of Christ by good report.
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Simeon

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant 

depart in peace, according to Thy word;

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,

which Thou hast prepared before the

face of all people. Luke 2:29-31

A certain man called Simeon

Was in Jerusalem;

Awaiting the expected One

Who would deliver them;

The Spirit had revealed to him

That death he would not see,

Until a promise sealed to him

Became reality.

He came within the temple walls,

The Spirit having led;

And there among the sacred halls

It happened as He said;

When Joseph and His mother

Brought the infant Jesus there,

He knew it was none other

Than Messiah in her care.

He took the Infant in his arms,

And blessed the God Most High,

Whose Son, as written in the Psalms,

Would be the One to die;

Now let Thy servant go in peace,

The old man softly prayed;

Because he knew his own decease

Would no more be delayed.
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Beyond the Sunset

The heavens declare the glory of God; 

and the firmament showeth His handiwork. 

Psalm 19:1

There is beauty in the dawning,

There is warmth beneath the sun;

We enjoy the rolling surf upon the beach;

Yet with every given morning,

Or when any day is done,

There is Someone who is never out of reach.

All the natural creation,

Which comprises land and sea,

Is but temporal and has to pass away;

Yet the blessing of salvation,

Offered now to you and me,

Will transport us to an everlasting day.

Jesus Christ is our Creator;

He is God the only Son;

He is Lord of all the rulers of the earth;

He is now the Mediator

Of the victory He won,

Which has guaranteed our newly given birth.

As we make our daily choices

For our future destiny,

We are travelling to glory or to shame;

In this world are many voices

Which can gain the mastery;

Only Jesus is our refuge from the flame.
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Thought Processes

Let this mind be in you, which was

also in Christ Jesus. Philippians 2:5

Our minds become receptacles

In line with their exposure;

As wonderments and spectacles

Are seen by their disclosure.

The spirit is the catalyst

Whereby we gain perception;

But when it’s covered in a mist,

There often is deception.

The soul is almost capable

Of anything it tackles;

And yet is unescapable

From sin’s oppressive shackles.

The spirit is regenerate

By God’s inherent power,

Within the ones who venerate

The absolute Endower.

We need a mind that’s separate

From all the world’s pollution;

So we can clearly designate

Our need and its solution.

The Saviour has provided us

With vital information;

For sin has long divided us,

And broken our relation.
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There is a way for everyone

To realign their focus;

Reflecting on what God has done

Should challenge and provoke us.

Communication

For whosoever shall call upon the name of

the Lord shall be saved. Romans 10:13

Our lives depend on real communication;

Whatever circumstances may arise;

It is the means of making supplication,

Before the Lord enthroned above the skies.

The Lord is speaking constantly and clearly;

Creation tells of glory by its speech;

But even then He speaks to us more dearly,

By gospel truth securely in our reach.

We know that He delights in our submissions;

He also is concerned that we are pure;

He understands our temporal conditions,

And of the varied problems we endure.

He came to undertake the Father’s mission;

And lived with perfect freedom under law;

And when He had obtained our sin’s remission,

He rose and was perfected evermore.

The Lord is seeking every soul who needs Him;

There is no fear or hazard at His throne;

He welcomes every penitent who heeds Him,

Adopting them as children of His own.
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Waiting

Wait on the LORD: be of good courage,

and He shall strengthen thine heart:

wait, I say, on the LORD. Psalm 27:14

I waited on the Lord,

And His thoughts were unto me;

He heard the mournful cry

Of my abject misery.

He lifted up my feet

From the deep and miry clay,

And set me on the path

In a straight and narrow way.

He taught me how to sing,

Even praises to His name;

And many shall regard,

And accept His royal claim.

O blessed is the man

Who has made the Lord his trust;

For he shall have a place

In the kingdom of the just.

Sacraments

For he that is dead is freed from sin. Romans 6:7

There is a Christian sacrament,

Kept by those who are able;

For it is clear by what is meant

With emblems on the table;

The bread denotes the living Head,

Who lived the way He taught us;

The wine denotes, as Jesus said,

The blood by which He bought us.
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There is another sacrament,

Symbolic and reflective;

A singular acknowledgment

Of faith that is effective;

For baptism accentuates

By dipping and immersion,

The teaching that it demonstrates,

Effective at conversion.

For as the Saviour rose again

And lives by resurrection,

So actions on the human plane

Are simply a reflection;

The air is representative

Of new life that we enter,

In practice it is how we live

With Jesus at the centre.

These two religious sacraments

Do not effect salvation;

They simply are the complements

Of that inclusive station;

For so the Lord commanded us,

As sinners who have trusted,

To keep that which He handed us,

And follow, well adjusted.
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Seven Wonderful Feats

Behold, I make all things new. Revelation 21:5 

There are seven great events

That cannot be repeated;

Each in its magnificence

Is perfectly completed;

All in all they set the bounds

Of history forever;

Sin is judged on legal grounds

By competent endeavour.

Everything must have a start,

Which happened at creation;

Yet within a creature’s heart

Occurred an aberration;

This set off an evil chain

Within the spirit creatures;

But it could not touch the reign

Of God with all its features.

He designed another race

With like determination;

Choice was given pride of place

In terms of application;

Though he knew the penalty

Of negative volition,

Man became God’s enemy,

And lost his true position.

This foreshadowed six events

To bring a just conclusion;

Satan with his vile intents

Could only bring confusion;
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God in time would intervene

With human limitations;

Crucifixion was the scene

With endless implications.

Resurrection brought about

The life that was predicted;

Judgment had been carried out

When Satan was evicted;

Thus the pattern has been set

For all the resurrected;

Multitudes are waiting yet

To join the One elected.

Forty days the Lord appeared

Before His great ascension;

Speaking as the One revered

To those with comprehension;

Waiting now upon His throne,

While making intercession,

For the ones He calls His own

Who own Him by confession.

He is coming back again

To end the tribulations;

With His bride and royal train

In their respective stations;

Chosen people sanctified,

Who heard His invitation;

And by faith have verified

His promise of salvation.
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When His kingdom terminates

And punishment is meted,

And the sinful reprobates

Are totally defeated,

Then the universe will burn

With all its desecration,

Sin and death will not return

Within His new creation.

The Creation

The heavens declare the glory of God.

Psalm 19:1

Before the earth was dark and cold,

And angels were divided,

The heavens had been made of old,

Where cherubim resided.

The Spirit hovered o’er the earth,

Then followed, incubation;

Preparing this creation’s birth

For human habitation.

The light became the dawning day,

And dark the night that passes;

The waters with their awesome sway,

Were split into their masses.

Assigned below, the mighty seas,

The land mass dry above it;

The earth brought forth the many trees,

That yield the fruit we covet.
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The lights shone in the firmament;

The moon to set the seasons;

The signals clear and permanent,

For beneficial reasons.

The living creatures did abound;

The birds of every feather;

Wherever trees and food are found,

In every sort of weather.

And finally in God’s design,

Humanity was moulded;

The first in an immortal line,

As history unfolded.

The Incarnation

For unto us a Child is born,

unto us a Son is given. Isaiah 9:6

Though many years had passed along

Since man had started breathing,

There still remained a promise strong,

Though strategies were seething.

All human effort was in vain,

Not having any favour;

It could not stop the lasting pain

Without a promised Saviour.

Though forces insurmountable

Opposed him from the devil,

He still was held accountable

For sin at every level.
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Then came the Advent prophesied;

A Saviour was provided;

Within Judea’s countryside,

Where Herod’s rule presided.

His public life and ministry

Excelled with love and healing;

And those who saw His deity,

Came to His presence kneeling.

He ministered in Galilee,

Presenting His credential;

Fulfilling every prophecy,

Till then as still potential.

So wonderful, His holy name,

With grace and truth abounding;

The Helper of the blind and lame,

With hymns of praise resounding.

The Crucifixion

They pierced my hands and my feet.

Psalm 22:16

Because of its simplicity

The gospel is unique;

Its hope for all eternity

Is comfort for the weak;

It hinges on a metaphor

That rings forever true;

For Jesus is the only door

That we must enter through.
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He always was the Pascal Lamb

Determined to be slain;

He ever is the great I AM

With one abiding reign;

All hope is vested in His cross

Where victory was wrought;

All other work is counted dross,

Whatever claim is brought.

The crucifixion as an act

Divides the human race;

It has the merit that we lacked,

And holds the highest place;

It lasts for all eternity,

And meets us where we are;

For we are destined once to die

And face the judgment bar.

It conquered sin and death and hell,

That claimed our mortal soul;

The devil’s hold was loosed as well,

Which played a major role;

We cannot comprehend the feat

Accomplished on the tree;

Eternity will oft repeat

Its work for you and me.
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The Resurrection

Destroy this temple, 

and in three days I will raise it up.

John 2:19

The joyful news is spread abroad,

The Lord is raised indeed;

It strikes a pleasant-sounding chord

For sinners in their need;

It liberates the lowly slave,

It frees the captive bound;

It brings the noble and the knave

To resurrection ground.

The life of God is ours to share;

A mystery so true;

It permeates most everywhere,

And freshens like the dew;

His righteousness and godliness

Are that which He imparts;

And He requires no more from us

Than faith within our hearts.

Because He bore our sins away

Upon that cruel tree;

He opened up a legal way

To change our destiny;

For He was made our sinfulness

Within His human frame;

That we might be His righteousness

By trusting in His name.

Poems of the Lord    Page 736


The Ascension

When He ascended up on high,

He led captivity captive.

Ephesians 4:8

His kingdom suspended,

Till all opposition is quelled;

The Lord is ascended;

The time intervening

Has purpose and meaning,

As Bible predictions have held.

A family royal,

Submissive and loyal,

Is being created and fed;

It stays in recession

Until the Procession,

With Jesus the King at the head.

This group of believers

Will presently leave us,

And go to their home in the sky;

The One who will raise them

Will also appraise them,

And set their positions on high.

The Church’s departure,

Like shots from an archer,

May come any moment we speak;

This sudden disclosure

Will see the exposure

Of sin as it reaches a peak.
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The Second Advent

Behold, He cometh with clouds.

Revelation 1:7

The King is returning,

While nations are churning,

To set up His absolute rule;

But if we are fearing

The hope that is nearing,

We may be considered a fool.

There’s adequate warning

That judgment is dawning

When signs and disasters occur;

Political actions,

Like other distractions,

Cannot solve the issues laid bare.

The promises waited

Will happen as stated,

Just as they have done in the past;

As prophets have spoken,

The world will be woken

By armies the Lord has amassed.

Though nations are warring,

And troubles are soaring,

They must run their course to the end;

But God’s intervention

Will finish the tension;

On that we can truly depend.
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New Heavens and a New Earth

Nevertheless we, according to His promise,

look for new heavens and a new earth,

wherein dwelleth righteousness.

2 Peter 3:13

As the Scriptures have foretold,

In epistles clear and bold,

This creation that we see has got its limits;

For this universal scene,

Once magnificent and clean,

Has been tarnished by the sin of men and spirits.

There is yet a coming day,

When the earth will pass away,

And the heavens will dissolve with burning fire;

In eternity will dwell,

Those inhabitants of hell,

Who did not embrace the God of all desire.

But a realm of great delight

Will enclose the sons of light,

Who responded to the Lord of their salvation;

For the ultimate repose

Of the children whom He chose

Is a place that is beyond imagination.

When the earth and heavens too

Are created yet anew,

There will nevermore be anything intrusive;

Everything will harmonise

In that lasting paradise,

For the will of God is done by all, inclusive.
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Creator, Saviour and Judge

Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 

Genesis 18:25

The Maker of the universe

For all that dwell therein,

Was made an undivided curse,

That marked the end of sin;

His all-sufficient sacrifice

For sin was not in vain;

It paved the way to Paradise

And ushered in His reign.

For angels and for humankind,

He is the Lord indeed;

In Him alone we truly find

Our help for every need;

He brought us from our mother’s womb,

And fed us as we grew;

And till we reach our earthly tomb,

He stays forever true.

We have a certain interval

To contemplate His Word;

It is a season integral

In which His voice is heard;

Until we breathe our dying breath,

His gospel is the sword;

The gateway to Himself or death;

Of joy or just reward.
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Adam and Eve

For Adam was first formed, then Eve.

1 Timothy 2:13

As man was created from primeval dust,

With earthly dominion placed under his trust,

So God had delivered His solemn decree:

You shall not partake of that good-evil tree.

Now Adam was blest with a brilliant mind;

He named all the animals after their kind;

Yet while he was tending his portion of land,

Events in the garden had got out of hand.

His wife close beside him while out on a walk,

Had got well engrossed in some credible talk;

For she was informed by a creature nearby,

That eating the fruit did not mean she would die.

The very same tree that she saw with her eyes,

Was just the solution for making her wise;

A food for enjoyment and pleasant to see;

It sounded coherent she had to agree.

So being deceived by this plausible speech,

She thought this objective was well in her reach;

For being like God with the knowledge it brings,

Must surely be ranked above all other things.

Yet sadly, however, she found with dismay,

Consuming the fruit had not proven that way;

Instead of the prospect of being so great,

Her nature took on a rebellious state.
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Her husband, in eating the fruit from her hand,

And knowing Jehovah’s explicit command,

Became the prime author of sin for the race;

A total disorder no man could erase.

They knew they were naked from head to the toe,

And quickly sought refuge for somewhere to go;

They hid in the bushes and covered their parts,

For sin and its guilt had infected their hearts.

When questioned by God as to why they were there,

They did not confess with a penitent air,

But made an excuse and apportioned the blame

To some other creature as we do the same.

The Lord made a coat for them each out of skins,

Symbolic of that which would cover their sins;

So they were expelled from their brief paradise,

To live out their lives in a world full of vice.

We all are descended from this leading pair,

Complete with their nature, its fall and despair;

So while we remain on this sin-blighted earth,

We need a new nature by spiritual birth.

The Lord did not leave them without any hope,

But gave them a promise with limitless scope;

The seed of the woman, according to plan,

Would purchase salvation for woman and man.
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Lamech, Adah and Zillah

And Lamech took unto him two wives. Genesis 4:19a

Lamech was a bigamist,

As it is related;

Vengeance he could not resist,

Till it was placated;

As he boasted to his wives

Of his exploitations;

Not respecting other lives

In his generations.

I have killed a younger man,

Was the feat he stated;

Thus a soul he overran,

By the Lord created;

Lamech had a state of mind

Like his predecessor;

Cain was of that evil kind,

Even a transgressor.

Abraham and Sarah

Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying,

After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure,

my lord being old also? Genesis 18:12

Having left the situation

Where idolatry was rife,

There emerged a new creation

From a Gentile and his wife.

Though he had no heir to follow

He received another name,

While it may have sounded hollow,

It would later speak of fame.
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When he turned for a solution

With a young Egyptian maid,

It resulted in confusion,

And a promise was delayed.

Then a visitation rarer,

Than a couple could assume,

Gave to Abraham and Sarah,

Little Laughter in her womb.

So God’s promises are certain,

For we only have to wait;

He will elevate the curtain

At the predetermined date.

Isaac and Rebekah

And Isaac went out…lifted up his eyes…

and, behold,…Rebekah… Genesis 24:63,64

There are certain marriages

Where courtship has been fleeting;

As when camel carriages

Secured a couple’s meeting.
Isaac had not met the one

The Lord had been preparing;

With the preparation done,

The two were set for pairing.

Isaac and Rebekah met,

And loved each other dearly;

For their hearts were truly set

On their Redeemer clearly.
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Jacob, Leah and Rachel

And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up 

his voice, and wept. Genesis 29:11

Jacob was the younger twin,

Of opposing brothers;

He was not partaking in,

That which was the other’s.

Esau went and sold his right,

Having no perception;

Isaac having little sight,

Missed his wife’s deception.

Jacob had to leave the home,

As a feud unravelled;

Sleeping neath the heaven’s dome,

Was the way he travelled.

There he had a vivid dream,

As of steps ascending;

Reaching up as it would seem

To a throne unending.

As he journeyed to Haran,

Jacob had a meeting;

Hence a love life there began,

With a lover’s greeting.

Jacob sought with all his heart,

There to wed this daughter,

With agreement on his part,

Seven years to court her.
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As the wedding night arrived,

And the maids had kissed her,

So her father had contrived,

Ways to pair her sister.

When the morning light was clear,

Something was discovered,

Jacob found the one so near

Was not his beloved.

Seven years he served again

For the one he favoured;

So he wed the sisters twain,

After all he laboured.

Moses and Zipporah

…and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter.

And she bare him a son. Exodus 2:21,22

Moses fled to Midian,

Where his faith was tested;

Forty years the testing ran,

In the time invested.

He was given Zipporah;

She became a mother;

But a lengthy trip for her,

Brought a spot of bother.

Hebrew sons were circumcised;

Such had been neglected;

He was roundly criticised,

When it was detected.
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Moses’ call could soon be dead,

For God’s law was broken;

She performed the task instead,

Actively outspoken.

Zipporah appears again,

In the story later;

Yet there is no love refrain

From the commentator.

Zipporah is not portrayed

As a striking figure;

Yet a little faith displayed

May hide something bigger.

Ruth and Boaz

Then Boaz said unto his servant…

Whose damsel is this? Ruth 2:5

Ruth had left her native land

With no one to support her;

She had come to understand

The God who loved and sought her.

Seeking food material,

She ventured from her quarters;

In the fields of cereal

She gleaned among the daughters.

Boaz came from Bethlehem

To see how they were faring;

Some had gleanings left for them

By owners who were caring.
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Romance started in the field

That God had long appointed;

As in human hearts that yield

To Jesus the Anointed.

Jael and Sisera

And when he came into her tent... Sisera lay dead... Judges 4:22

In a time of war,

Men are at the fore;

It is not the time for a retractor;

When the Judges ruled,

Regiments were pooled,

Yet the women were a vital factor.

Sisera was smart;

Cunning on his part;

Fleeing from the battle he was losing;

His predicament,

Ended in a tent;

Circumstances not within his choosing.

Jael had some milk;

She was of that ilk:

Courteous in manner yet decisive;

Sisera was spent;

Resting in her tent;

So she struck a blow that was incisive.

When a man recedes,

And a woman leads,

Still we need a Marshall of the forces;

Thus when we are thrown

Onto Christ alone,

He will fortify our weak resources.
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The Levite and his Concubine

In those days there was no king in Israel:

every man did that which was right

in his own eyes.

Judges 21:25

A Levite took a concubine

From Bethlehem of Judah,

But he was from the mountains of Ephraim;

She ventured from the marriage line,

And he in turn pursued her,

To reconcile and bring her back again.

He journeyed down to Bethlehem,

And they were reunited;

He tarried with her father certain days;

So when the time was right for them,

As Scripture has recited,

He left and they continued on their ways.

They journeyed by the Jebusites,

As night-time was approaching,

His servant was disposed to tarry there;

But knowing they had foreign rites,

And what this could be broaching,

They travelled further on to Gibeah.

They camped within the open square,

The three of them together,

For no one took them into their abode;

An old man came and found them there,

Exposed to all the weather,

And gave them food and shelter from the road.
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But certain of the Benjamites,

Descended on his dwelling;

Perverted men who sought his visitor;

With no respect for civil rights,

And what this could be spelling,

They shouted threats and pounded on the door.

He took his young cohabiter,

And gave her to their pleasure,

Who shamed her and abused her until dawn;

So when they had dispensed with her,

And freed her at their leisure,

She struggled to her lodging quite forlorn.

Her master found her lying there,

And said, Up, let’s be going;

But sadly his cohabiter had died;

He took her home, dismembered her,

For so his plans were growing,

To publicise this evil far and wide.

He sent the pieces, twelve in all,

Throughout the territory,

So every tribe of Israel could see;

And then amid a bitter pall,

They fought with battles gory,

Till Benjamin had nearly ceased to be.

This passage is notorious,

In terms of man’s behaviour,

It demonstrates how savage we can be;

The postscript, though inglorious,

Is still a current flavour:

They justified themselves accordingly.
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Elkanah, Peninnah and Hannah

If Thou…wilt give unto thine handmaid

a man child, then I will give him unto

the LORD all the days of his life.

1 Samuel 1:11

In a land that had been won

By a well-known son of Nun,

Lived a woman who had spent much time in weeping;

For her rival over years,

Had incited her to tears,

For she had no sons or daughters in her keeping.

So she went before the Lord,

On this matter she had stored,

And presented the petition she requested;

For the promise that she made,

With the hope that it conveyed,

Brought relief into her heart and then she rested.

She returned with Elkanah,

To their dwelling at Ramah,

And a son was born to Hannah at the season;

Then she offered up her song,

Which shall last the ages long,

For the content of the lyrics show the reason.

Thus her offspring as he grew,

Filled an office that was true,

And he prophesied of deeds in royal quarters;

So was sorrow turned to joy,

Through this dedicated boy,

And for Hannah there were other sons and daughters.
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David and Bathsheba

As the LORD liveth, the man that hath

done this thing shall surely die:

And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man.

2 Samuel 12:5,7

When the battles have been fought,

And the lessons have been taught,

It is easy to forget the war continues;

If we are not vigilant,

And our discipline is scant,

There will doubtless be some consequential issues.

David was a noble king,

Who had done most everything,

Being warrior, musician and a writer;

Yet instead of being found

On the open battleground,

He had dropped his guard unlike a seasoned fighter.

What appeared a pretty sight,

As he gazed into the night,

Was the turning point that altered his perception;

For the moment he gave in

To that monumental sin,

So his household was a place of gross deception.

Now the punishment decreed

For his surreptitious deed

Was inscribed within the sacred institution;

But the Lord forgave the whole,

And restored his injured soul,

Yet the consequences brought on revolution.
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From Bathsheba came the son

Who would sit upon the throne,

Even Solomon whose fame has been recorded;

But through Nathan was the line,

That would see a Man divine,

Come and dwell with us whose Name is ever lauded.
Ahab and Jezebel

And Ahab the son of Omri did evil

in the sight of the LORD…

1 Kings 16:30

Ahab was a wicked king

Who married Jezebel;

Morals took a downward swing,

As sad it is to tell.

Jezebel had introduced

An old satanic cult;

Thus the people were seduced,

With evil the result.

Ahab added to his sin,

With murder, lust and theft;

Coveting had entered in,

Of joy he was bereft.

Naboth had a field nearby

That Ahab could not take;

So his wife maliciously

Exploited it by fake.
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Both the king and Jezebel

Were evil to the core;

They were under such a spell

That God could not ignore.

So they met an awful fate,

As all the wicked do;

For they cannot mitigate

The judgment that is due.

Hosea and Gomer

Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms…

…so he went and took Gomer… Hosea 1:2,3

Go take a wife of harlotry,

The Lord said to Hosea;

For children that are born to thee

Will make My purpose clear.

He wed the daughter of Diblaim,

By way of illustration;

For judgment was Jehovah’s aim

Upon an evil nation.

She bore a son and then a girl,

No Mercy as he named her;

For such would be to Israel

For sin which had defamed her.

And after that she bore a son;

Lo-Ammi, not My people;

As now disowned for what they’d done,

For sin had made them feeble.
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His wife defected from the home

And broke the marriage order;

He bought her for the market sum,

And graciously restored her.

The prophecies of life portrayed

That from the Lord proceeded,

Were showing how the people strayed

And warnings that were needed.

The Lord will bring them back again,

And heal their indiscretions;

And they shall flourish like the grain

Among His rich possessions.

Esther and Haman

Now Haman thought in his heart,

To whom would the king delight to do

honour more than to myself? Esther 6:6

In the sacred narratives

A crisis is averted;

So there are comparatives

Where faith has been asserted.

Haman was an architect

Who planned a total slaughter;

But the Lord had got him checked,

And used a Jewish daughter.

Esther could not bear to see

The evil on her nation;

Haman’s rank hostility

Reversed to his damnation.
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Evil forces still exist,

As when the Jews were captured;

Yet by faith we can resist,

Until the Church is raptured.

The Lord and Israel

I have loved thee with an everlasting love.

Jeremiah 31:3

The Lord has a wife of election,

Created by spiritual birth;

Though punished for sin and defection,

The Jews still remain on the earth.
Beginning at Abraham’s calling,

And growing according to plan,

It covers a story enthralling,

Assured from the time it began.

The promises left in her keeping,

Are still as a whole unfulfilled;

And while they may seem to be sleeping,

They will be completed as billed.

Though disciplined now for a season,

Until the occasion is right,

There is a deliberate reason,

Revealed at the end of the night.

All glory will go to the Saviour,

Who keeps her alive at this hour;

She always remains in His favour,

And shall be endued with His power.
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Joseph and Mary

…Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to

take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that 

which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.

Matthew 1:20
Joseph and Mary were due to be wed,

After the Jewish tradition;

They were betrothed as the record has said,

Such was the normal condition.

When she was told that a Child would be born,

Though her virginity tarried;

She could be faced with intemperate scorn,

Seeing that she was unmarried.

God had selected this couple of old,

Keeping His promise recorded;

Joseph and Mary did as they were told,

As the occasion afforded.

So there was born in a world full of sin,

One who was pure and anointed;

Those who are known as His brethren and kin,

Never will be disappointed.

Poems of the Lord    Page 757


Zacharias and Elizabeth

…behold, thy cousin Elizabeth, she hath also conceived

a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her,

who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible.

Luke 1:36,37

In Judea lived a priest,

Whose commitment had not ceased,

And the hill country was where he had his dwelling;

He was childless with his wife,

They were well advanced in life,

Yet they trusted God with faith that was compelling.

It was told the priest one day,

That a son would come his way,

Who would turn the people’s hearts by godly preaching;

He would be a Nazirite,

Chosen herald of the Light,

To announce Messiah’s kingdom they were reaching.

When a close relation heard,

That a pregnancy occurred,

She departed from her home to join her cousin;

Then the two embraced the news,

Of redemption for the Jews,

For they both would hold an infant to their bosom.

Zacharias could not speak,

Till his wife’s maternal week,

Then he prophesied of glory and salvation;

For his newly given son,

Would precede the Holy One,

Who would come and bring atonement for the nation.
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Herod and Herodias

For John has said unto Herod, It is not lawful

for thee to have thy brother’s wife. Mark 6:18

Herod and Herodias

Were witnesses of John;

He rebuked their trespasses

And public goings-on;

She had got him wrongly jailed,

And would have had him killed;

Yet so far her schemes had failed

To have the prophet stilled.

Herod chose to celebrate

His birthday when it fell;

Feasting with the head of state

Was protocol as well;

When the daughter of his spouse

Had danced before the king,

He announced to all the house,

Reward for such a thing.

Ask of me whate’er you will,

He said unto the maid;

Watching her was such a thrill,

With all its cheap parade;

So she went to seek advice

As daughters who are led;

She was told to ask the prize

Of John the Baptist’s head.
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What appeared to be the end

Of John in such a fix,

Was in fact the very trend

That prophecy predicts;

Herod and Herodias

Who chose to live in crime,

Could not see the total mass

Of souls redeemed in time.

Pilate and his Wife

When he was set down on the judgment seat,

his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing

to do with that just man: for I have suffered many

things this day in a dream because of him.

Matthew 27:19

Pilate was the procurator

Of the local Jews;

Caesar was the legislator

Governing their dues;

It was Pilate’s clear direction,

To uphold the law,

And reject all insurrection,

That he clearly saw.

When the King was brought for trial,

Even face to face;

Pilate saw the people’s guile,

Much to their disgrace;

He received a word of warning

From his wife of years;

She had dreamt that very morning,

Matters fraught with fears.
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Pilate could not find an error

In the One accused;

Judgment is akin to terror,

When it is abused;

By his washing in the laver,

He assumed release;

Guilt will be his dark enslaver,

That will never cease.

Ananias and Sapphira

Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession,

and kept back part of the price…

Acts 5:1,2

A couple had some real estate,

And sold it for a fee;

They put the money on the plate

For all the church to see;

Yet being hypocritical

They did not give the whole;

Their guise was more political,

With accolades their goal.

But Peter had been made aware

Of what they had in mind;

Deceitfulness can be a snare

That must be left behind;

They both received the discipline

According to their deed;

Because the nature of their sin

Could multiply and breed.
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The church was in its infancy,

And needed to be sound;

For any such indecency

Would lead to shaky ground;

And so it is the same today,

Believers have a call,

To put all pride and sin away

Before the Judgment Hall.

Aquila and Priscilla

Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth;

And found a certain Jew named Aquila…

with his wife Priscilla.

Acts 18:1,2

Aquila and Priscilla

Had a vital ministry;

It was a joy fulfiller,

Linking grace and charity.

Encouragement where needed,

Was the gift they had to share;

For Scripture has conceded

They imparted it with care.

Their counselling was ready

When Apollos needed aid;

For wisdom true and steady

Was the hallmark of their trade.
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Felix and Drusilla

…Felix came with his wife Drusilla... 

…he sent for Paul, and heard him

concerning the faith in Christ.

Acts 24:24

As Felix and Drusilla

Had been listening to Paul,

This man who was a pillar

Had been witnessing to all.

He spoke of resurrection

And the judgment of the just;
Of God who gives protection

To believers having trust.

But Felix was unsettled

As conviction carried through;

His conscience had been nettled

As he knew what he should do.

It follows from the flavour

Of his subsequent reply,

He tried to curry favour

By some bribing on the sly.

So Paul was kept in prison

After Felix was relieved;

A providential reason

Till God’s purpose was achieved.
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Agrippa and Bernice

Then Agrippa said unto Paul,

Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.

Acts 26:28

The king and his sister Bernice,

Had heard the confession of Paul;

The priests and the local police,

Could not prove their charges at all.

Agrippa the king was intent

On hearing this man and his case;

So Paul had the chance to present

His side of the facts to his face.

His manner of life he defined:

A Pharisee legal and true;

The temple he had not maligned,

Nor broken the law of the Jew.

The Christians he’d hated at length,

And sought to destroy them outright;

And summoning all of his strength,

He hunted them even by night.

But when he was stopped in his tracks,

Confronted by such a great light,

And God had revealed all the facts,

He recognised error from right.
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Agrippa the king could decide,

On hearing the gospel so plain,

To trust in the One who had died,

Who lives and is coming again.

The Lord and the Church

And to her was granted that she should be

arrayed in fine linen, clean and white:

for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.

Revelation 19:8

The Lord has a bride

Who will be by His side

In the ages to come and forever;

She takes on a form

Mid the rain and the storm

With a standing that nothing can sever.

Empowered and born

On a Pentecost morn

She is growing in grace till completed;

Attended with gifts

Through oppressions and rifts

She can never be lost or defeated.

She looks to the day

When she stands in array

With the angels and saints in attendance;

The Lord will be there

With His lady so fair

Who has always been His for dependence.
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Horizons

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have

entered into the heart of man, the things

which God hath prepared for them that love Him.

1 Corinthians 2:9

Do we ever stop to wonder

At the glory of the stars,

Or whoever taught the nightingale to sing?

When we hear the crashing thunder

Of the waves against the bars,

Does it strike us as a most impressive thing?

Do we contemplate the splendour

Of the mighty universe,

Where the darkness has been banished from the light?

Or this life that is so slender,

Till it’s time to call the hearse,

And our souls go on a pathway out of sight?

Do we often take for granted

There will always be the rain,

Or the water springs will never cease to flow?

Has our thinking got so slanted,

And our reckoning so vain,

That we only dwell on matters here below?

There is yet a coming era

Incomparable by far,

Unto any we experience or feel;

With horizons that are clearer

Than the distance to a star,

And a glory that is permanent and real.
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We await a new horizon

Reaching out beyond the sky,

Where the Lord has gone before us to His throne;

For the One we keep our eyes on,

Who is imminent and nigh,

Will be coming soon to resurrect His own.

It depends upon His manner,

For He never tells a lie,

And His work upon the Cross has made it so;

For His glory is the banner,

That can never ever die,

And His Spirit is the surety we know.

Transmission

How beautiful are the feet of them that preach

the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings

of good things!

Romans 10:15

The Lord has given gifted men

To edify the church,

And open up the Bible through its pages;

The ones who have a driving yen

To study and research,

Are valued more than all the learned sages.

The word of God was handed down

By verbal means alone,

Until it was preserved for us in writing;

In all protected by the Crown,

The Saviour of His own;

It leads us to a Throne that is inviting.
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The prophets were a chosen few

Who spoke out for the Lord,

Revealing His commandments and instruction;

The very things that men should do,

With treasure they have stored

In glory where it cannot see destruction.

The scribes recorded history

As they were duly led,

And carried by the Spirit’s due election;

The incidents we all can see,

Enlightened in our head,

Are moving in a heavenly direction.

Apostles gave a true account

Of what they had perceived,

When seeing Jesus in His incarnation;

Upon the plain or on the mount

His message was believed,

And many trusted God for their salvation.

We celebrate our Saviour Lord

For making known to all,

His last appeal by special revelation;

The message has been spread abroad,

As now we hear the call,

Be reconciled or meet His condemnation!
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Categories

But the natural man receiveth not the things

of the Spirit of God. 1 Corinthians 2:14

The natural, the spiritual, the carnal,

Are those conditions everyone is in;

The first group have a destiny infernal,

Because of their exacerbating sin.

The spiritual are born again believers,

Whose conscience is empirically clear;

It cannot of necessity deceive us,

It must be free of guiltiness and fear.

The carnal are believers who are erring,

For sin has overtaken in its course;

The righteousness of God that they are wearing,

Provides the only answer from its source.

Humanity is found within these classes;

The second one is where we ought to be;

If we reject the gospel with the masses,

We shall be lost for all eternity.

Tongues

Wherefore tongues are for a sign,

not to them that believe, but to them

that believe not. 1 Corinthians 14:22

Tongues are ready instruments for speaking;

Language is a universal tool;

Gifts that some are coveting or seeking,

Only come by providential rule.
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Languages permit communication;

Usually in which a man is born;

Israel speaks Hebrew as a nation;

Fitting well the title they have worn.

Long ago their country was invaded;

Aliens had breached the city wall;

They heard foreign sounds as they were raided;

Languages they did not know at all.

On a Day of Pentecost much later,

Jews had come together for the Feast;

It was not the time for a debater;

There would be a message for the least.

People representing many regions,

Congregated on that special day;

Countries governed by the Roman legions,

Coming to Jerusalem to pray.

Suddenly the crowd became excited;

Something most unusual occurred;

It was though the atmosphere ignited,

Stimulated by a holy word.

Everyone could hear the wondrous stories

In their own experiential tongue;

Telling of God’s grace and of His glories;

Mighty works announced to all the throng.

Tongues achieved the purpose that was needed;

Signalling a judgment that was due;

Warnings that the people could have heeded;

Lessons that are evident and true.

Poems of the Lord    Page 770


Healing

…by whose stripes ye were healed.

1 Peter 2:24

The Scriptures teach the benefits

Of everlasting healing,

That far outweigh the many writs

With which our courts are dealing.

A healing process may be long,

Involving much correction;

As dealing with an errant tongue

Will bring it in subjection.

Behaviour patterns are ingrained

And do not leave us quickly;

The sinful habits we have gained

Have left us rather sickly.

We know that much adversity

Is born of evil forces;

Because of this perversity,

We need divine resources.

The Lord who bore our sins away,

And then was resurrected,

Will keep us till that dawning day,

When all will be corrected.

Till then we must appropriate

The truth that He has taught us;

For by this He will vindicate

His chosen sons and daughters.

Poems of the Lord    Page 771


Wars

From whence come wars and fightings among you?

come they not hence, even of your lusts

that war in your members? James 4:1

Our wars can be labelled

As systems disabled

Within a creation accursed;

Though once in perfection

It fell in subjection

To sin that is daily rehearsed.

The wars are within us

As practicing sinners,

And cannot be treated by men;

The human solution

For earthly pollution

Is peace that is argued again.

Now we are not creatures

As some men would teach us

Descended from monkeys in trees;

For we were created

As Scripture has stated

Complete with our full faculties.

Though many professors

Have come up with guesses

That man will prevail in the end;

We should not be waiting

Till wars are abating,

For no one is yet on the mend.
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Until we have ceded

The hope that is needed

The wars will continue apace;

For Christ will deliver

This blood-shedding river

And set up His kingdom of grace.

Discernment

The secret things belong unto the LORD our God:

but those things which are revealed belong unto us

and to our children for ever, that we may do all the

words of this law.

Deuteronomy 29:29

Eye has not seen what the Lord has prepared,

Nor has it entered the heart;

Ear has not heard all the things He has shared

With His beloved apart.

God has revealed these inscrutable things,

Kept from the world out of sight;

Greater are they than the glory of kings;

Deeper that aeons of light.

Man who is born in a natural state

Cannot discern what they are;

For they are foolishness as he would rate

Things he considers afar.

So is the word that the Bible contains;

It has a message unique;

Speaking of matters where righteousness reigns;

Something to value and seek.
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Each day is given for us to advance;

Spiritual trophies abound;

No one will say they did not have a chance;

Glories of God can be found.

He who is spiritual judges all things,

Yet he is judged not at all;

We have a mind that Emmanuel brings,

Once we have answered His call.

Investment

…every man shall receive his own reward…

1 Corinthians 3:8

The Christians at Corinth were gifted;

The church was completely equipped;

Their burden of sin had been lifted,

Yet somehow their banner had slipped.

The church was beset with divisions;

Their loyalties differed and vied;

Their conduct demanded revisions;

While some of their number had died.

Each member was building innately,

Upon the foundation as laid;

The work could be shabby or stately,

In line with the honour displayed.

If anyone’s work is enduring,

Like gold as refined in the fire,

With merit and not just alluring,

It meets with the Master’s desire.
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But if it is likened to stubble,

Or hay used as fodder or straw,

It will be as weak as a bubble,

And earn not a pennyweight more.

If anyone’s work is for burning;

Discounted as having no worth,

There will be no crown for the earning,

While living this life on the earth.

The gifts we receive at salvation,

Are never revoked or withdrawn;

Our service from true motivation,

Will get its reward and be worn.

Roles

For as the woman is of the man,

even so is the man also by the woman;

but all things of God. 1 Corinthians 11:12

It is a life-transforming fact,

That Christ is the Lord we have met;

Then as we live and interact,

Our roles are accordingly set.

For He designed the woman’s role,

Unique to her manner and call;

As in her meek submissive soul,

She looks unto Christ over all.

The Lord has given her a crown;

A covering, namely her hair;

In any style or hanging down;

As dark or as notably fair.
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A man who prays in any guise,

And does not uncover his head,

Dishonours Him above the skies,

Who governs the way we are led.

There is no independence seen,

Pertaining to woman and man;

For without her we’d not have been,

In God’s incomparable plan.

We each fulfil our proper place

By means of our spiritual sight;

While providence and saving grace

Makes life a fulfilling delight.

The All-Encompassing God

How amiable are Thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts!

Psalm 84:1

God is Spirit, manifest and yet unseen;

He knows all that is to come and what has been;

Every thought within our hearts and what we do;

Every attitude and all that we pursue.

God is love for He has given us His Son;

Who remained upon the Cross till it was done;

Every trespass, every sin was borne away;

He was punished for us all upon that day.

God is light and He enlightens every man;

It has gone throughout the world since time began;

If we turn away from light and dwell therein,

It will always be our penalising sin.
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In the Spirit we are free to do His will;

Every moment there are things we can fulfil;

Without knowledge of His word we do but err;

For His guidance and the Scriptures must concur.

We love Jesus if His ordinance we keep;

What we sow we must inevitably reap;

If we sow unto the Spirit - it endures;

If we pander to the flesh - it never cures.

Light dispels the gloom and darkness in its path;

For the end of Satan’s handiwork is wrath;

Yet his hold on unbelievers still prevails,

Who have fallen for his fabricated tales.

God has given every blessing in His Son;

For it rests upon the victory He won;

By His Spirit we are sanctified and led;

By His love we shall be wakened from the dead.

Contemplation

…let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us… 

Psalm 90:17

O Lord, Thou art our dwelling place

Through every passing year;

The God who governs time and space;

In life, forever near.

Before the earth and sky were made,

Or mountains had appeared,

Thou ownest every accolade,

And art most highly feared.

Poems of the Lord    Page 777


Thou turnest man to whence he came:

Destruction and the dust;

And say, Return thou blind and lame;

Believe in Me and trust.

A thousand years are in Thy sight

As fleeting as a day;

Or like a watch within the night,

That soon has slipped away.

Our secret sins are manifest

Before Thine awesome light;

Our goodness is perverse at best,

Compared with holy might.

Our years may reach three-score and ten,

Perchance a decade more;

Yet by their labour even then,

The sorrows will be sore.

Return, O Lord, and make us glad,

And let Thy work appear;

The evil days have left us sad,

But Thou hast banished fear.

O let the beauty of the Lord,

Abide on us each hour;

Renew our spirit by Thy Word

And be our restful bower.
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The Name Above All Names

Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 

Revelation 22:20

There is a Name above all names,

Exalted and unique;

Though not a name the world acclaims,

However well they speak;

A title ably verified

By testing as of fire;

A designation justified

In all of its desire.

He is the Saviour prophesied,

And promised long ago;

He lives forever, having died

While dwelling here below;

He is the Firstfruits and the Branch,

A Nazarene well known;

His advent did not come by chance

To seek and save His own.

He had been chosen in the past

To take a humble role;

Indelibly the die was cast

To sacrifice His soul;

But He arose victorious

Above the cloudy sky;

His coming will be glorious,

And seen by every eye.
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He is the Judge we all must face,

No matter who we are;

A time of rapture or disgrace

Before His judgment bar;

His Name will be the only Name

To qualify our state;

To live with Him in halls of fame

Or meet an awful fate.

Hannah’s Prayer

For this child I prayed; and the LORD hath

given me my petition which I asked of Him.

1 Samuel 1:27

My heart is filled with gladness in the Lord my King;

My strength is lifted highly in His name;

My enemies I smile at with the taunts they fling,

For joy of Thy salvation I acclaim.

For none is counted holy but the Lord so true;

And there is not another one besides;

A fortress and a rock that nothing can subdue;

A refuge for the needy that abides.

Talk nevermore so proudly in your common speech;

Let not a word be found upon your tongue;

For God knows every circumstance within your reach,

And weighs the actions as they come along.

The strength of all the mighty men is broken down;

The weak have been empowered from on high;

And those considered full have hired themselves in town,

For cisterns that they counted on are dry.
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The hungry have been satisfied with wholesome bread;

The barren one has children on her knee;

And she with many offspring whom the Lord has fed,

Is feeble for her lack of piety.

The Lord elects to kill, He also makes alive;

He brings down to the grave and raises up;

The proud one He abases but the humble thrive;

He fills with joy the beggar’s empty cup.

He raises up the poor man from the lowly dust,

And lifts the outcast from the heap of ash;

To set them in positions of renown and trust,

With royal robes of honour and a sash.

The pillars of the earth are in Jehovah’s hand;

Upon them He has set the world in place;

He guards the feet of followers and makes them stand,

Because of His immeasurable grace.

The wicked shall be silent when the darkness falls;

For by his strength no mortal can prevail;

The enemies of God who know what death forestalls,

Will perish and be shattered without fail.

The Lord will judge the earth from His exalted throne;

With thunder He will prove the sons of wrath;

And so will He establish One He calls His own;

And strengthen His Anointed on the path.
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Blessing and Cursing

I will bless them that bless thee,

and curse him that curseth thee:

and in thee shall all the families 

of the earth be blessed.

Genesis 12:3

The Lord had made it very clear,

Go forth from where you are,

So Abraham with godly fear,

Went to a land afar.

A nation will I make of you,

He added, as I swear;

Your name will be respected too,

And you shall be an heir.

For blessing will I send on those

Who bless you on your path;

But I will curse those who oppose,

And curse you in their wrath.

The Song of Mary 

(The Magnificat)

And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord,

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

Luke 1:46,47

My soul doth magnify the Lord;

My Saviour whom I fear;

My spirit strikes a joyful chord

In Him who is so dear.
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Because He hath regarded so,

His handmaid’s low estate;

For as His love and kindness show,

It counts with One so great.

From this time forward everyone,

Will truly call me blest;

For mighty things the Lord hath done,

As all His deeds attest.

His mercy rests abidingly,

On those who fear His name;

For generations yet to be,

And evermore the same.

His arm hath shown His awesome strength;

The proud He scatters far;

The mighty He puts down at length,

Though strong and great they are.

He lifts up those of low degree,

And places them with kings;

And those who hunger rightfully,

He filleth with good things.

The rich man in his emptiness,

He sendeth yet away;

For wealth does not bring happiness

If values are astray.
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The Lord hath helped His servant well;

His mercy never fails;

The promise made to Israel,

That evermore prevails.

Just as He spoke to Abraham,

And to his promised seed;

The everlasting great I AM,

Who meets our every need.

Perfect Provision

Let Us make man in Our image. 

Genesis 1:26

The Lord within His counsel said,

Let us make man creation’s head,

And let them in our likeness be,

With rulership of land and sea.

So man was fashioned from the ground,

But not a helper could be found;

He took a rib from Adam’s side,

And built a woman for his bride.

He told them both to multiply,

Be fruitful, as the words imply;

Go fill the earth; subdue the land;

I’ve placed all creatures in your hand.

I’ve given every tree for food;

For nothing could be misconstrued;

The tree of life was in the midst,

Significant upon the list.
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The tree of knowledge God had made,

With fruit as other trees displayed;

Such knowledge that the Lord denied,

With access to a darker side.

So as the woman had been named,

They both were naked, unashamed;

Therefore a man shall leave his folk,

And share a bond none can revoke.

The Helpmate

Submitting yourselves one to another 

in the fear of God. Ephesians 5:21

Creation lacked in measure

Till the woman had appeared;

For man she was a treasure,

And to him she was endeared.

The woman has the honour

Of a close supporting role;

With beauty placed upon her,

She attracts the manly soul.

She was the proper helpmate

That would satisfy his need;

But soon would come the mandate

For an Overcoming Seed.

As chosen by her Maker,

She enjoys the royal care;

For no one else could take her

To be mother, wife and heir.
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The Lord has honoured woman

As the vehicle He chose;

A providential omen

On which faithful men repose.

The menfolk are indebted

To the women by their side;

And never once regretted

In the Lord as they abide.

Children

Fathers, provoke not your children to anger,

lest they be discouraged. Colossians 3:21

Children are a precious gift

In which we have invested;

Giving us a welcome lift

In virtues well attested.

Sons and daughters imitate

The ones who go before them;

But they should not overrate

The parentage who bore them.

Children are a legacy

We leave to generations;

In them we identify

Our vested aspirations.

Nonetheless, if there is lack

Of skill or understanding,

Teaching will not hold them back

From what life is demanding.
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Children should be always taught

To love the Lord who gave them;

Parents of a godly sort

Should pray for God to save them.

Children are a ready field

To lead to their Creator;

When the Word has been revealed

The fruit will follow later.

Two Federal Heads

The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second

Man is the Lord from heaven. 1 Corinthians 15:47

In his providential station,

Adam heads the human race,

And the world at large inherits his transgression;

For the sixth day of creation

Marked his individual place,

And the rulership became his sole possession.

Blest with intellect and freedom,

All the earth was at his feet,

And environmental pleasures were abundant;

In the paradise of Eden

There was happiness complete,

With no factor that was surplus or redundant.

He had heard from his Creator

Solemn words he understood,

That would guarantee his freedom from diversions;

For God knew that sometime later,

In the guise of evil good,

His sworn enemy would come and cast aspersions.
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It was in this spirit’s cunning,

With the knowledge he possessed,

Not to try and tempt the man with his suggestions;

For the risk he would be running

Was debatable at best,

So he sidled to the wife with leading questions.

By allowing this accuser

To distort His holy word,

God would verify if Adam could be trusted;

For He knew this one would use her,

With his parlance vaguely blurred,

And arouse the newfound sense with which she lusted.

Adam fell from his position

When he listened to his wife,

And rebelled against the Lord and what He’d spoken;

Now his permanent condition

Would be aimlessness and strife,

For his fellowship with God was sadly broken.

It was God’s innate intention

To appoint another One,

Who would rule the world His enemy had wrested;

With a claim that lacked pretension

When all other hope was gone,

He fulfilled the royal law that God requested.

Yet the kingdom He presented

To the people with His views

Was rejected on the terms of their repentance;

For His doctrine was resented

By the legalistic Jews,

Who imposed upon themselves a rigid sentence.
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Yet the royal proclamation

Will be heralded one day,

When the King returns to take up His possession;

With a shout of acclamation

He will come in bright array,

And His coming will begin His royal session.

For the desert lands will flourish,

And the lions will be tame,

And the people will be learning war no longer;

While the progeny they nourish,

Not impoverished nor lame,

Will be governed by the Lord forever stronger.

All the earth will be replenished

With the glory of the Lord,

And the poor will be regarded with compassion;

Every need will have diminished,

For His wealth will spread abroad,

And His providence will prosper without ration.

Spheres

For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord,

every knee shall bow to Me, and every

tongue shall confess to God. Romans 14:11

We live within our self-determined spheres;

The ones we have constructed through the years;

We stay within the boundaries we choose,

To vindicate our egotistic views.

It is the mental attitude we take,

That nothing can eradicate or break;

We take it to the grave with great lament;

For such a state our Maker never meant.

Poems of the Lord    Page 789


The secret things of life have been revealed;

They dwell within a Messianic field;

The only thing concealing them is sin;

A state that every citizen is in.

The way is not precluded from a child;

By faith alone a soul is reconciled;

By nature we are born of Adam’s stock;

We need a second birth in heaven’s flock.

The words of Jesus cannot be denied;

The proof of them is absolute and tried;

At His appointment every knee will bow;

It would be wise for us to do it now.

The King and His Bride

Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever.

Psalm 45:6

My heart is overflowing with rejoicing;

I write my composition to the King;

My tongue, a vocal instrument, is voicing

The words that I am penning as I sing.

So fair art Thou in all Thy grand endeavour;

For grace is being poured upon Thy lips;

Therefore the LORD hath blessed Thy name forever;

A name that is secure and never slips.

So fasten on Thy sword Thou strong and fairest;

With glory and with majesty so ride;

Because of Thine integrity Thou wearest,

Thy righteousness is ever by Thy side.
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Thy right hand shall instruct in terrors pending;

Thine arrows pierce the hearts of all Thy foes;

Thy throne O God is great and never ending,

For righteousness Thy sceptre doth enclose.

Thou lovest righteousness as Thou appointed;

Thou hatest wickedness and all therein;

Therefore Thou art forevermore anointed

With oil of gladness more than all Thy kin.

Thy garments have a scent of myrrh and aloes,

From palaces of ivory they came;

And they have made Thee glad above Thy fellows;

Thy robes imply Thy dignity and fame.

Thine honoured women are the royal daughters;

The queen from Ophir stands arrayed in gold;

They do the Monarch’s bidding as He orders,

With love so warm and tender as of old.

O daughter, will you listen with attention;

Consider now, and so incline your ear;

Forget your people that you often mention;

Your household and the ones you hold so dear.

The King will be desirous of your beauty;

Because He is your Lord so worship Him;

The rich will seek your favour as a duty;

And Tyre will bring a gift for Elohim.

So glorious within: the royal daughter;

Her clothing is resplendent wrought with gold;

In robes of many colours have they brought her;

Presented to the King as they behold.

Poems of the Lord    Page 791


The virgins, her companions, follow after;

With gladness and with joy they shall be brought;

Their entrance will be marked by song and laughter,

With dignity that fits a royal court.

The LORD will make Thy name forever hallowed;

In all the generations yet to be;

The people who believed in Thee and followed,

Shall reverence and ever worship Thee.

Inheritance

Let no man beguile you of your reward…

Colossians 2:18

Inheritance is that reward

The saints have got in store;

It is the glory of the Lord

Within this present war.

Salvation is a once for all,

In fact a second birth;

Then service after such a call

Has value on the earth.

Inheritance will be the place

Each Christian will have earned;

By working out in light of grace

The teaching they have learned.

Equality will not be known

Among the Lord’s redeemed;

For each will get what they have sown,

When they have been esteemed.
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A kingdom promised long ago

For Gentiles and for Jews,

Is drawing closer as we know

From items on the news.

For Jesus Christ will be the King,

As now He is the Head;

The nations will their riches bring,

As prophecy has said.

The kingdom of the Lord is born

In each believer’s heart;

What started as a glowing dawn,

Will nevermore depart.

The sinful world will see the mark,

As Scriptures are fulfilled;

Before the dawn must come the dark,

When all dissent is stilled.

Aphorisms

Draw nigh to God, and He

will draw nigh to you. James 4:8

The wicked flee when none pursue,

But righteous men are bold;

A wise man sees his words are few;

A fool he will not scold.

A child is known by what he does,

If it is pure and right;

The laws of God are made for us,

And give us daily light.
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Whoever guards his mouth and tongue,

And regulates his speech,

Will keep himself from doing wrong,

If it is in his reach.

Whoever renders in return

An evil thing for good,

Will reap its wages like a burn,

In what he has withstood.

In righteousness a nation thrives,

But sin is a reproach;

It is a problem in our lives

We seldom ever broach.

The wise will surely build a home;

The foolish pull it down;

With riches will temptation come,

But virtue is a crown.

The righteous labour unto life;

The wicked toil for sin;

When evil spreads and sin is rife,

A nation falls within.

Anxiety can lead to stress,

And permeates the heart;

A good word like a soft caress,

Will help the fears depart.
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Simplicity

Verily I say unto you, Except ye be

converted, and become as little children,

ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 18:3

Simplicity is such a trait

That children show so well;

Yet sometime at a later date

They come out of their shell. 

We complicate our lives so much,

By things that take a toll;

They come to be a binding crutch

That dominate our soul.

The simple things of life are free,

As Adam truly found;

The same applies to you and me,

On resurrection ground.

The world can offer many things

That benefit our day;

Ostensibly we live like kings

Unmindful of our way.

The most important thing for us

Is what the Lord has done;

His blood has conquered all our foes,

And enmity has gone.

It is the sin of arrogance

That overclouds our mind;

The legacy is ignorance,

The bane of all mankind.

Poems of the Lord    Page 795


The simple things of life are free,

For God has paid the price;

The truth in its simplicity

Will truly make us wise.

Institutions

…and the government shall be upon His shoulder…Isaiah 9:6

The Scripture starts with Genesis,

The origin of things;

Of Lucifer our nemesis,

With evil that he brings.

The book contains a vital key

To all that has ensued;

The battle lines of history,

Humanity has rued.

The institutions set in place

Our individual roles;

Defining for the human race

Our merits and our goals.

The Fall has placed each institute

Beneath enormous stress;

Yet many people resolute

Have proved them nonetheless.

We choose our hope or destiny

Whenever it arrives;

To settle our dependency

At death and through our lives.
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The marriage vow unites a pair

Within a solemn oath;

So children need parental care

Contributed by both.

The governments were introduced

As agents of the law;

Though standards have become reduced

In time of peace and war.

In setting these legalities,

The Lord will see them through;

All earthly abnormalities

Will disappear from view.
The Believer’s Hope

This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope.

It is of the LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, 

because his compassions fail not.

They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.

Lamentations 3:21-23

Love is in His keeping,

Openly revealed;

Restful, never sleeping,

Daystar of the healed.

Just in all His doing;

Earnest in His speech;

Souls in need pursuing,

Unto them enduing,

Solace in their reach.
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Crucified, forsaken,

He remained alone;

Rebel hosts were shaken

In the battle zone;

So our Lord was taken

To His royal throne.

THE RIGHTEOUS BRANCH

And there shall come forth a rod out of

the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.

Isaiah 11:1

There shall arise from Jesse’s stem

An unremitting Rod;

A Star is seen in Bethlehem,

Where men are seeking God.

A Branch shall bear eternal fruit,

In Him the Spirit dwells;

With understanding resolute

And counselling that tells.

The fear of God is His delight;

He counts not what appears;

Nor does He rule on any right,

By anything He hears.

In righteousness He helps the poor,

And judges for the meek;

With equity His word is sure,

And comfort for the weak.
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For He shall slay the wicked men,

And strike them with His breath,

Who did not love His lawful reign,

But loved the ways of death.

For righteousness shall be His belt

He girds around His waist;

And faithfulness His name has spelt

That anyone can taste.

The wolf shall dwell beside the lamb;

The leopard with the kid;

An atmosphere where all is calm,

As God has duly bid.

The nursing child shall safely play

Beside the viper’s den;

No hurt shall meet them on that day

When all is peace again.

The earth will be forever filled

With knowledge of the Lord;

The sound of war abruptly stilled

When justice is restored.

THY KEEPER

The LORD is thy Keeper. Psalm 121:5

I will lift up mine eyes

To the hills and the skies;

Ever near is my help and my shield;

For my help is the Lord,

Who is ever adored,

Who created the grass in the field.
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He created the earth,

At the time of its birth,

With the sun and the moon and the stars;

For He left it not bare,

Without water or air,

Like the planets of Venus and Mars.

He will guard you at night,

Should you tremble with fright;

He’ll not suffer your foot to be moved;

He who fashioned the deep,

Does not slumber nor sleep,

As forever His word has been proved.

For the Lord is your stay,

In the night or the day;

He’s the Guardian who watches your soul;

Your repose and your rest,

When it comes to the test;

Always able to stablish you whole. 

So preserve you He will

From all danger or ill,

As you kneel before One you adore;

From the moment you rise,

Till you go through the skies,

He will keep you in peace evermore.
Poems of the Lord    Page 800


IMMORTALITY

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood 

cannot inherit the kingdom of God.

1 Corinthians 15:50

Beloved, I declare to you,

The gospel which I preached;

Which you received as wholly true,

Along with others reached;

By which your souls were duly saved,

Which formerly were lost;

Delivered from a life enslaved

At such tremendous cost.

For I delivered first of all,

According to the scroll,

That Christ has died for great and small;

For every living soul;

That He was buried by the men,

And in the tomb He lay;

Yet three days on He rose again,

For there He could not stay.

And then He was directly seen

By Cephas and the twelve;

But as to what these visits mean,

In this we cannot delve;

He then appeared at last to Paul,

As one of later birth;

Who has received the gospel call

To preach in all the earth.
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If then we preach that Christ is raised,

And no more with the dead;

How could this truth already blazed,

Be not clear in your head?

If Christ has not been raised indeed,

Our preaching is in vain;

You still are of your sinful breed,

Awaiting death and pain.

But Christ has risen from the dead;

The first fruits of the saints;

The Church His body, He the head,

Devoid of any taints;

For as in Adam all must die,

As being of his seed;

So then in Christ we live on high,

For so He has decreed.

But some will question us and press,

How are these mortals raised?

What body will they then possess?

We should not be amazed;

A seed is sown into the ground

And thereupon it dies;

A new life comes from where it’s found,

And pushes to the skies.
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So it is written in the scroll,

For Adam was conceived;

And he became a living soul

When life in him was breathed;

The second Adam is the Lord,

Imparting life and peace;

Uniting both in one accord,

That all dissensions cease.

O Death, where is your victory?

O Hell, where is your sting?

You both were conquered on the tree

By Christ the Saviour-King;

The sting of death is mortal sin;

The strength of sin, the law;

But righteousness has entered in

With Christ forevermore.
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THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD

Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord

hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee. Mark 5:19

July ten depart from Perth;

Fairest city on the earth;

Qantas Jumbo our abode,

With its Aussie crew and load.

First stop Singapore and so,

On to London and Heathrow;

But for me it’s now Air-Lanka,

Being neither Ford nor banker.

Now a Tristar in the sky;

First Colombo then Dubai;

Winging onward to our goal,

And refreshment for the soul.

As we cleave through cloudless air,

France is visible down there;

Then the Channel, won’t be long;

Now’s the time to strike a song.

See, at last before our eyes,

England, land of great pork pies;

Fields of green and lots of people;

Chesterfield and Crooked Steeple.

Waiting there just to be seen,

Where my folk have long since been;

Up in Yorkshire where the Don

Joins the Sheaf and flows right on.
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Where the knives and forks are made;

Little Mesters, that’s their trade;

City which by water wheel,

Once did put the edge on steel.

First to Gatwick down we go;

Customs are so very slow;

Then by train we’re London bound;

City famed and long renowned.

Off the train with bags and cases,

To behold a sea of faces;

Black and white and in between,

Not quite like the village green.

Dashing, dodging, clear the way;

There is no time to delay;

Everyone seems full of haste;

Catch the train, no time to waste.

Euston next, the Hotel County;

Get the ticket, pay the bounty;

We are on Victoria Line;

Underground and doing fine.

Drop the luggage, pay the rent,

So a few more pounds are spent;

Not too late, there’s time to see

West End, after cup of tea.

Piccadilly, Oxford Street;

Those red buses, what a treat!

Taxis, traffic everywhere;

Busy streets, no room to spare.
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Next day Friday, moving on

To the north where we were born;

Bus is ready, let us go,

Keep it rolling, don’t be slow.

Soon the motorway ahead;

Now our tummies can be fed;

Hostess coming to our aid:

Apple pie and lemonade.

Golders Green has come and gone;

Milton Keynes left in the sun;

Fields and farmland stretching wide;

England’s pleasant countryside.

Leicester, Notts and Derbyshire;

Counties all both fine and fair;

Township looming on horizon;

Crooked Spire to set our eyes on.

Narrow streets and market place;

Full of character and grace;

Chesterfield, last stop but one;

Won’t be long before we’re home.

On through Dronfield winds the bend,

Till we come to Four Lanes End,

Now transformed with roundabout;

Norton Hotel just a shout.

Down past Meadowhead, Graves Park;

Walk the dog before it’s dark;

Woodseats, Heeley, nearly there;

Put your shoes on, comb your hair.
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Sheffield, at last we’re here;

Time to wipe away a tear;

Dear old city, place of birth;

Who can tell what that is worth.

Now must leave the old bus station,

And seek tourist information,

Somewhere close to lodge and stay;

Nether Edge, that sounds OK.

Hotel Lindum is our host;

Wonder if they make good toast;

Pleasant district, lovely trees;

Ideal weather, gentle breeze.

Eighteen fifty for the night;

Outlook doesn’t seem too bright;

Next to find a cheaper way;

Broomhall Road, YMCA.

Room allotted number seven;

Truly, must be sent from heaven;

Bed and breakfast with a smile;

Toast and cornflakes, life in style.

Next to find those dear old friends,

As the Lord directs and sends;

Did He not provide the way?

Told me what I had to say?

First of all it’s Parkfield Place;

Humble home and full of grace;

Put the kettle on and see;

Come and have a cup of tea.
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Aunties, cousins, all to meet;

Lots of walking, hard on feet;

Warmest welcomes, splendid folk;

Always time to share a joke.

Neighbours, workmates, friends of old;

Stories to be heard and told;

Memories to keep for ages;

Better than a year of wages.

Trips, excursions, scenic ride,

Through the hills and countryside;

History in rock and stone;

Strength of character and bone.

Whitby Abbey, Windermere;

Time for some to have a beer;

First the east coast then the lake,

Leaving campers in our wake.

York with city wall around;

Take a bus and hear the sound;

Stories told about the city;

Sun’s gone in, oh, what a pity!

Minster, such a mighty structure;

Famous for its architecture;

Bookshops, bargains worth exploring;

With museums, never boring.

Cambridge, place of sage and uni;

Learning seat of great and puny;

Downing College, which for John,

Came to be his spiritual home.
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Then at last it’s time to leave;

No more outings up our sleeve;

Autumn leaves which fall and beckon

To a winter soon to reckon.

So with thankfulness to God,

To have been where saints have trod,

And to share their friendship true,

Just as old and ever new.

MADE TO LAST

Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest

all the days of the life of thy vanity.

Ecclesiastes 9:9

Marriages were made of old,

In the Bible as we’re told,

To cement the man and woman,

And to pool what they’ve in common,

To achieve from their Creator,

Happiness both now and later.

Marriages are made for ladies,

And for men whate’er their trade is;

She as housewife keeps it tidy;

He at work which ends on Friday;

Then a weekend in the garden;

Your turn now, I beg your pardon.

Marriage is for make or break,

Almost like a piece of steak,

Might be tender, might be tough,

When the going’s smooth or rough;

But it’s more than just a rumour,

That you need a sense of humour.
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Marriages are made to last,

By the stove the die is cast;

Give and take or let me have it;

He likes stew and she likes rabbit,

Put the saucepan on and start it,

And don’t spill it on the carpet.

Marriages are made for fun,

Once the battle has begun;

When he comes home late for dinner,

Make sure that he’s on a winner,

Ready for some relaxation,

Not burnt sausages and bacon.

Marriages are made to measure,

Stitch it up and tear at leisure;

Life is simply what you make it,

He can give and she can take it;

After you have had your pie,

Wash the pots and let me dry.

Marriages are made for trendies,

We just don’t know what the end is,

But we’re sure, one thing’s for certain,

After they have raised the curtain,

It’s for better or for worse,

Till they lay us in the hearse.
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LORD, REMEMBER ME

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation.

Hebrews 2:3

Do not let your heart be troubled,

He is coming back one day,

As He prayed the heavenly Father,

We are safe while He’s away;

Though the way is straight and narrow,

He has taken all our care,

When this earthly battle’s over,

We shall meet up in the air.

Should this body groan within us,

It is but a temporary home;

Once He breathes His Spirit in us,

We are never more alone;

By His grace He will renew us,

If we stumble on the path,

Ever seeking to forgive us,

No more destined for His wrath.

Like a Shepherd He doth tend us,

Giving shelter, clothes and food;

There is never need to worry,

Whether times are bad or good;

Young or old or adolescent,

There is ample scope for each,

In our corner of the vineyard,

Learning what He has to teach.
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Healthy, sickly, dead or dying,

There is but one plan for all,

From the womb a soul immortal,

Must before the Judgment fall;

For believers judgment passes,

Onto Him who bore their shame,

But for those who do not trust Him,

Torment in a lasting flame.

Oh the greatness of His mercy,

That He should descend so far,

Reaching out to every sinner,

Knowing just how weak we are,

How can we bypass His goodness,

When He hung upon the tree,

Saying with the thief beside Him,

Lord, wilt Thou remember me.
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A THREEFOLD INDICTMENT

Ye must be born again. John 3:8

There are three aspects concerning our sin;

Each marks the danger we mortals are in;

Sin we inherit from Adamic blood,

Passed from our fathers in that which they stood.

Then there is sin that’s imputed to each;

Reckoned from Adam in that he did breach;

Then there are sins we commit every day:

Thought, word or deed bringing death and dismay.

Each human nature has different traits;

Someone would not do a thing that he hates;

Looking askance at the things people do;

Yet in his pride he is trespassing too.

We cannot gauge our potential or role;

Sin is inherent in everyone’s soul;

Then under pressure the sin is expressed;

Lack of restraint when it comes to the test.

We need new natures as Gentiles or Jews;

Regeneration is language we use;

Born from above by the Spirit and Word;

Saved for eternity as it’s inferred.

It is so simple a child can believe;

Adults can miss it, a matter we grieve;

Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, if you will;

If you can hear there is hope for you still.

LIGHT OR NIGHT?

I am the light of the world. John 8:12

The written word of God, as He decreed,

Is so designed to meet our every need;

It points us to the Saviour at the cross,

Where all our need was covered by His loss.

The word of God is practical and true,

Instructing us in all we say and do;

We need to have the Spirit as a Guide,

The One who will forevermore abide.

Our conscience is a voice that cannot lie;

It will be our assessor when we die;

The consciousness we had of perfect light,

As life departs enclosing us in night.

The enemy is waiting at the door;

He blinds the minds of many with his lore;

We must believe in Christ without delay;

There may not be another timely day.

Poems of the Lord    page 812

ANNA

And there was one Anna... Luke 2:36

In the Scripture there is Anna,

Who in most devoted manner,

Served the Lord with prayer and

fasting day and night;

In the temple, interceding,

With the Holy Spirit’s leading,

She had seen the One whose coming

brings the Light. 

Giving thanks unto the Father,

Round whose throne the angels gather,

So she spoke to those who waited for

the Dawn;

For Redemption they were waiting,

As the Covenant was stating,

For the Lord, the infant Jesus, had been born.

So with Anna and the others,

Both our sisters and our brothers,

We rejoice that Jesus left His throne above;

God is with us, goes the chorus;

His redemptive plan is for us;

As at Calvary He showed His perfect love.

PERFECT REST

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,

and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28

When God created everything,

And time itself began,

It could have been more recent than we think;

The scientists are wondering,

As formula they scan,

If something has escaped them as they blink.

The Bible does not contemplate

The ages of the stars,

Or when the earth was given its debut;

We may suggest or speculate

That life exists on Mars,

But still it’s not the place for me and you.

We have a gracious heritage,

Inherited in time;

It comes to us from God through every test;

Preserved for us on every page,

In prophecy or rhyme:

In Jesus Christ the Lord is perfect rest.
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GOD’S STANDARD

And God spake all these words...

Exodus 20:1

Since God gave the Torah

From out of the flame,

It stands as a measuring code;

Just as the Menorah,

As true to its name,

Illumines our pilgrimage road.

The LORD brought His nation

From out of a land,

From being a people enslaved;

Their total vexation

He did understand,

As though it was deeply engraved.

His words are recorded

In scrolls we possess;

Commandments revealing His will;

The standards He ordered,

So high nonetheless,

Remain His establishment still.

These Ten Words are given

For guidance divine,

Yet no one can meet their desire;

The Spirit can liven,

Like excellent wine,

In all that the precepts require.

The Law cannot save us

From energised sin;

It spells out a righteousness true;

The gospel God gave us,

If we enter in,

Will save us from punishment due.
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 SEPARATION

And he shall set the sheep on his right hand,

but the goats on the left.

Matthew 25:33

When the Lord sits on His throne,

At His soon returning,

Every deed will then be known

Faithful or discerning;

All the nations will be there,

Sheep and goats before Him,

And will soon be made aware

If their lives ignore Him.

Then the sheep He’ll separate

As His own beloved;

Others He will estimate

What their lives have covered;

Then the King will say to those,

Sheep regenerated,

Come ye blest to My repose,

As your works have stated.

Then unto the other flock,

Goats without a witness,

There will be the greatest shock

For their lack of fitness;

There was not the slightest hint

Of a faith detected;

Even not the faintest glint

Of a light reflected.

Such will be assessment made

Of the judgment meted;

For the truth had been displayed,

Sin had been defeated;

What they had done hitherto

For the brethren rendered,

Was in fact for Jesus too;

Thus they were commended.

In the tribulation time,

When that time has finished,

Lack of faith will be a crime,

Not to be diminished;

Those who practised faith with deed

Will be so rewarded;

But for those with just a creed,

Judgment will be ordered.
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LYDIA

Lydia... heard us... whose heart the Lord opened...

Acts 16:14

Within the city Philippi,

A lady did her trading;

In cloth which had a purple dye,

According to its grading;

Upon the Sabbath she would go,

Along with other stayers,

Down by the river even so

Entreating God with prayers.

The city with its given name

Was foremost in the region;

It had attained its special claim

By providential reason;

One day the ladies went for prayer

As was their weekly meeting,

And met some men with godly flair

Who offered them a greeting.

This lady known as Lydia,

Of kindly inclination,

Was not a person needier

Than any in creation;

She listened very carefully

To words so boldly spoken,

And as she heard them prayerfully

Her heart was strangely woken.

The good news that she gladly heard

About the risen Saviour,

Produced in her a spirit stirred

Affecting her behaviour;

For then, thereafter, sun or rain,

She rose up every morning,

As life took on a higher plane

With praise her works adorning.
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ORDER OUT OF CHAOS

And he that sat upon the throne said,

Behold, I make all things new.

Revelation 21:5

At the beginning of time we are told,

God made the earth and the heavens of old;

He spoke the word of command and they came;

Each of the stars He established by name.

Then as we read of the state of the earth:

Formless and void; could this be at its birth?

Many would speculate why this should be;

Would God create such a dark entity?

Then God provided a life-giving heat;

Each day attested a wonderful feat;

Light was divided from darkness below;

Daytime was born on this planet we know.

Further divisions then duly took place;

Dry land appeared on the earth at its face;

Waters were gathered together as Seas;

Each preparation was made by degrees.

Plants and the animal kingdoms were made;

Lights in the heavens appeared as He bade;

One that is greater to rule in the day;

That which is less with its lunar display.

Then on the sixth day, not being the least,

God made the cattle and four-footed beast;

Thus was the setting for God’s perfect plan:

Out of the dust He created a man.

In His own image thus God made the race;

Both male and female, each having a place;

Given dominion of all living things:

Fish of the sea and the birds having wings.

Bear fruit and multiply, thus was the charge;

For by this method the race would enlarge;

Both man and woman were happy and free;

Test of their will would devolve on a tree.

All other fruit they could freely partake;

But one commandment they never must break;

If they should eat of the fruit God denied,

Spiritual life would no longer abide.
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Life in the Spirit is God’s greatest gift;

Once violated it opens a rift;

They both rejected God’s resolute word;

Now His perfection has long been deferred.

So many ages have passed on the scene;

Never has life been sedate or serene;

But when the Saviour returns in His might,

All the disorder He’ll surely put right.

LOVE

... yet show I unto you a more excellent way.

1 Corinthians 12:31

Though I speak with tongues of men,

More than I can tell;

Though I have prophetic skill,

Knowing truth as well;

Though I give my goods away,

So to feed the poor;

Yet do not have virtue-love,

There can be no cure.

Though I have implicit faith

With a firm belief,

So that I could move a mount

To an ocean reef;

Though I be a sacrifice,

Sentenced by a court,

Yet without a heart of love,

It can profit nought.

Love is kind and suffers long;

Never is provoked;

Seeking only what is good;

Not with envy cloaked;

In distresses, comforting,

When resources fail;

Drawing strength and providence

From within the veil.

Whether there be prophecies,

They will pass away;

Whether there be gift of tongues,

They will have their day;

Whether knowledge is perceived,

It will surely cease;

Each will have its role achieved,

At its due release.
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For we prophesy in part,

Till it is complete;

Knowledge has been written down

For the life we meet;

When I was a little child,

I had childish ways;

But when I became a man,

Such were bygone days.

In a mirror we observed

Much as we could see;

Now the Scriptures have been set

For eternity;

So abideth faith and hope,

Love, and what it brings;

But the greatest gift is love,

With the King of kings.

HOW SHALL WE ESCAPE?

How shall we escape, if we neglect

so great salvation...? Hebrews 2:3

Why is the earth full of thistles and weed?

Why does the farmer lose much of his seed?

Why do we labour as under a curse?

Why do we marry for better or worse?

We find the answer in Genesis Three;

All these afflictions were not meant to be;

We became rebels when Adam transgressed;

This is our nature like all of the rest.

There’s a solution to all of these woes;

Adam and Eve were provided with clothes;

We need God’s righteousness equally too;

None of our own will eternally do.

God placed on Jesus the sin of us all;

After, for drink, they had offered Him gall;

Now that our sins are no longer in view,

Faith in His blood is our critical due.

How shall a sinner escape from His wrath,

When facing up to the ultimate path?

We shall be objects of God’s holy ire,

Weeping and wailing in cauldrons of fire.
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A TRILOGY

Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 

throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.

Ephesians 3:21

A Hymn of Praise.

A brother is writing a letter

To those who are faithful and true;

In Him who has loosed every fetter,

And cancelled the debt that was due.

His gracious and peaceable greeting,

In keeping with holy accord,

Is found in the God we are meeting:

The Son and the Father adored.

For blest be the Father forever;

The Father of Jesus the Son,

Who in His redemptive endeavour

Has blessed us in all He has done.

According as when we were chosen;

Before the foundations were laid;

Before the earth’s mantle was frozen,

Or angelic creatures were made.

That we should be blameless and holy,

Before Him in love that He gives;

In Christ our Deliverer solely:

The Saviour who endlessly lives.

Adopted as sons to the Father;

Predestined according to plan;

From people afar He would gather,

And make them in Christ a new man.

For so was His good will and pleasure;

The praise of His glory and grace;

The depth of His merciful treasure;

The love that we see in His face.

In Him who has made us accepted;

Redeemed by His excellent blood;

Forgiven, no longer rejected;

As sinners yet counted as good.
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His riches of grace overflowing;

Abounding in wisdom to all;

Revealing His will to the knowing;

His purpose for those in His call.

To gather together creation,

In one from the earth and the sky;

In times of the full dispensation;

In Christ as the ages go by.

In whom all believers have trusted;

Obtaining a heritage sure;

Where trees by a river are clustered;

A home for the meek and the pure.

Now sealed by the Spirit once given;

A purchased possession from high;

A bond that can never be riven;

A planting that never can die.

All praise to the Father of glory;

All praise to the glorious Son;

All praise to the Spirit Most Holy;

All praise to the blest Three-In-One.

The Apostle’s Response

With prayerful thanksgiving,

For those who are living,

The writer addresses his readers;

That God would endue them,

As light flowing through them,

With knowledge and wisdom decreed us.

Their vision enlightened,

As knowledge is heightened,

While grasping the scope of His power;

Of Christ’s resurrection,

In much retrospection,

To which all the prophecies tower.

Who now has been seated,

Opponents defeated,

Endued with all might and dominion;

The Church His creation,

In every location,

Discounting all earthbound opinion.
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Christ our Peace

We who were dead in our trespass and sin,

Lost in a fog that had thickened;

Now walk in newness of life we are in,

Regenerated and quickened.

Raised up together with Christ as our head;

Seated in heavenly places;

Just as He loved us although we were dead;

Cleansed from all sin and its traces.

We are His workmanship unto good works,

Which He had furnished beforehand;

Kept by His grace where calamity lurks;

So His embrace is the more grand.

He is our peace bringing twain into one:

Israel and Gentile together;

All of the enmity banished and gone;

Just like the inclement weather.

Building a temple of sanctified souls,

On the apostles’ foundation;

Also as prophets have written in scrolls;

Gathered from each generation.

Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone;

Built for the Lord’s habitation;

Worshipful ransomed surrounding His throne;

Lost in a sheer adoration.
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LEVITICAL OFFERINGS

And the LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto him

out of the tabernacle of the congregation ...

Leviticus 1:1

The offerings for Israel

Are set out in Leviticus,

For trespasses so critical,

And any kind of wickedness.

The offerings comprising five

Are patterned on a sacrifice,

So while the person is alive

They guard his way to paradise.

The offering, if it is burned

Shall make atonement by its blood;

The sinner’s wages that he earned

Are covered, as is understood.

The offering, if it be grain

Is burnt and of the finest flour;

For Jesus Christ it signalled pain

When going through His darkest hour.

The offering, if that of peace

Must so be taken from the herd;

Although offences cannot cease

They shall be pardoned by the Word.

The offering, if made for sin,

May take the form of bull or goat;

If trespass is the offering

Then he shall cut the victim’s throat.

In summary what shall we say?

What did these actions symbolise?

They could not take their sins away,

Of that we have to realise.

They pictured what would be the cost

When Jesus hung upon the tree,

To save the dying and the lost,

To make the captive sinner free.
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PRE-EMINENCE

...that in all things he might have the pre-eminence.

Colossians 1:18

Scriptures in their teaching,

Constantly outreaching,

Have a central Figure ever near;

Whether we are walking,

Sitting down or talking,

He alone can banish every fear.

He is our Creator,

There is no one greater,

Everyone His image doth possess;

One-in-Three presented,

With Messiah centred,

Three-in-One in essence nonetheless.

Now in priesthood seated,

With His foes defeated,

He is coming soon as Judge and King;

First the Tribulation,

Falls on every nation,

With severest judgment it will bring.

Then the Lord of glory,

Will complete His story,

Reigning on the earth a thousand years;

Evermore exalted,

Having never faltered,

As the old creation disappears.

SEALED

And I heard the number of them which were sealed...

an hundred and forty and four thousand

of all the tribes of the children of Israel. Revelation 7:4

The tribes have been sealed,

Prepared for the field,

In readiness for their vocation;

A shouting is heard,

The spirits are stirred,

For now are the called at their station.

So Judah is first,

As has been rehearsed,

For praise be the Lord is the meaning;

The next is Reuben,

Behold, it’s a son,

For Leah her firstborn for weaning.
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The chariot hums,

A company comes,

The tribe known as Gad is enlisted;

So Asher is blessed,

Along with the rest,

For brothers in Christ are assisted.

With Naphtali, see,

My wrestling is he,

Forgetfulness next is Manasseh;

But hearing for some,

Is like Simeon,

Not heeding a taunting harasser.

Now Levi is matched,

As one who’s attached,

While Issachar links up with wages;

With Zebulun’s case,

A right dwelling place,

Inhabited down through the ages.

Now Joseph will add,

Whose brothers were bad,

When selling him off to the traders;

But grace did prevail,

He got out of jail,

The Lord knows His own for He made us.

With Benjamin last,

Not least in the past,

A son of my right hand, so is he;

Twelve thousand of each,

With never a breach,

Will now be effective and busy.

O praise be the Lord,

The Saviour adored,

Behold, He’s the Son whom we follow;

A troop of the blest,

Possessing His rest,

Are coming through ridges and hollow.

While wrestling with thought:

Forgetfulness brought,

Yet hearing, attached to Messiah;

Receiving reward,

A dwelling place stored,

In heaven where nothing is higher.
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Then adding His sons,

The sanctified ones,

His right hand symbolic of mission;

Possessing all might,

With judgment in sight,

For those without godly attrition.

THE GOSPEL IN LINEAGE

This is the book of the generations of Adam.

Genesis 5:1

The books of genealogy

Found in the Bible text,

Fit well within theology,

And should not leave us vexed;

Their meanings are significant,

Like signposts on the way,

To Him who is omnipotent,

In what they clearly say.

In chapter five of Genesis,

We find a certain list;

Inviting our analysis

Of that we may have missed;

The line of Adam’s family

Is reckoned to the Flood,

Containing words of prophecy,

That should be understood.

In Adam first who broke the law,

We share the human race;

Not having fault or any flaw

He left his honoured place;

His blatant disobedience

Was tantamount to death,

But God in His omniscience

Supplied another - Seth.

Appointed in the aftermath

Of Cain’s horrendous crime,

His name is linked along a path

Eternal and sublime;

Yet Enosh is the third in line,

As mortal he is named;

Included in a list benign

Of lowly ones and famed.
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But sorrow was continuous

As Cainan then was known;

A legacy indigenous

In what the race had sown;

Yet Mahalaleel indicates

A turning in the tide:

The Blessed God who mediates

Agreements that abide.

Now Jared comes upon the scene,

For so he shall come down;

The meaning of his name we glean

From scholars of renown;

He lived nine hundred sixty two,

Almost a thousand years, 

Yet like all pilgrims passing through, 

His path was paved with fears.

In days of great longevity

Exceptions did occur;

Amid the sin and levity,

So Enoch sojourned there;

His conduct was exceptional

Among his fellow peers;

Yet nothing more traditional

Than faith that conquers fears.

The teaching that his name implies

Has lessons for this age;

Like faith alone that never dies,

It feeds the ailing sage;

Methuselah, the oldest man,

The Flood his death shall bring,

With Lamech’s birth within his clan,

Despair is echoing.

Then Noah came with timely birth;

His Hebrew name is rest;

Amid the toil upon the earth,

The righteous will be blest;

So as we see this ordered chain,

And link them as a whole,

The message will be very plain,

And point us to the goal.

For man has been appointed so,

In mortal sorrow dies;

The Blessed God shall come below,

Descending from the skies;

With teaching so His death shall bring

Amid the greatest test,

For those despairing everything,

A long-awaited rest.


