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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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The Cult of Spiritualism

Tim Steadman

I want to talk this morning about Spiritualism. There’s a lot that could be said about it but I’m going to try to keep it brief and relevant. I don’t want to stir people up against Spiritualists but I do hope that we can be better-informed Christians and more effective as a result.

The first thing to know about Spiritualism is the fundamental difference that distinguishes this religion from many others, which is the concept of contact with the deceased. Now as you know with anything spiritual, you never get satisfactory results from scientific testing so there is no concrete proof that the dead are in fact contacted by the living.

The Bible tells us that all who die are met immediately by one of two situations: either they are taken to be with God because they are Christians, or they are sent into Hades where they will suffer torment on account of their sinful rejection of God. The sovereign will of God decides where they go; it is not a choice on the part of the deceased once they have died. The time for choice expires when a person dies; this is why we are encouraged to choose today how we wish to spend eternity. You never know when your number will be up!

The Bible gives no evidence that any person who has died is able to contact the living. God has made it this way for a good reason. Look at the true story that Jesus told about the rich man and Lazarus:

Luke 16:19-31 – “There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime received thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us that would come from thence. Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou would send him to my father's house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”

In this story it is clear that the dead rich man was unable to contact his living brothers. And Abraham made it clear that Lazarus would not be able to convince them because of their unbelief and hardness of heart. The phrase “though one rose from the dead” implies that it is a hypothetical scenario anyway. Is it possible? Maybe; but it would depend primarily on the will of the Father, and no doubt Abraham agreed that the Word of God is sufficient.

On the contrary, Spiritualists do not believe that the Bible is sufficient to tell us all that we need to know about the spiritual realms. Contrast this with 2 Timothy 3:15-17 – “And that from a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”

Now, the Scripture comes to us “by inspiration of God.” How is it that this divine Source is any less reliable or informative than the beings that He created? And if the Scripture is able to make us perfect and thoroughly equipped, what need is there to seek another revelation?

Some of you may be curious as to exactly how Spiritualism works. What’s involved, and what do they do?

A Spiritualist church appears in many respects like a normal Christian church – particularly it bears many similarities to Pentecostalism, and let’s not forget that many who are Pentecostals are actually genuine Christians.

They congregate for worship and prayer; they believe in God and they sing songs and everything. The leader of the group is called the minister. The minister may claim to be a miracle healer or prophet.

Spiritualists say prayers, but how many of their prayers are heard? Until a person comes to God in repentance and faith that Christ’s death and resurrection were sufficient to cleanse them of all unrighteousness, God will not hear them. See John 9:31 – “Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth His will, him He heareth.”
Spiritualists believe that every person takes full responsibility for their own sins – that God does not forgive and therefore any “spiritual progress” must be merited by works. But the Bible teaches in Ephesians 2:8-10 – “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”

Spiritualists believe in the unity of all created things. Yet God Himself draws distinctions between created beings. God is distinct from His Creation. Angels are different to humans. Human spirits are different to heavenly spirits. Even different races and faith groups are acknowledged by God, and they are not all treated as though there is no distinction between them! We are not all one and the same in some kind of universal essence. There is no “general force for good” operating universally throughout the entire creation. Look at the Flood, the Tower of Babel, the Nation of Israel, the distinction between believers and unbelievers in the Church age. God does not operate according to a principle of universalism.

God does however tell us a few things about how spiritual forces are at work today:

1 Timothy 4:1 – “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.”
2 Corinthians 11:14-15 – “And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.”

The Spiritualist minister is actually a medium, who contacts spirits on behalf of the group. 

In the Spiritualist belief system, a person gets closer to God by learning more about the spirit world through consultation with mediums. More often than not, the people involved believe that they are interacting with the spirits of the dead, but there is no evidence that this is true. The Bible refers to these spiritual entities as “familiar spirits.”

What is a “familiar spirit?”

Familiar spirits are demons that are used by certain people to help them. They don’t necessarily possess the person but definitely accompany them; more like the way a leech attaches itself to you. A medium may or may not be actually possessed. They use the spirits to offer guidance to lost people looking for answers. Witches use them to make magic. Fortune-tellers use them to make predictions. They answer questions when summoned and can impersonate other people. They share information from the spirit world and from human history. They have access to vast amounts of information.

The trick with familiar spirits is that they don’t serve you – they make you serve them. Before long, the medium realizes that without the familiar spirit she is nothing; the witch acknowledges that she is powerless. Soon the human host becomes a slave to the evil spirit, driven further and further from truth, hope and salvation. Likewise the group of devoted followers who consult the medium and depend on her oracles are lost.

This is why the Scriptures warn us away from any involvement with this kind of activity:

Isaiah 8:19-20 – “When men tell you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter, should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living? To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, they have no light of dawn.”

Some mediums are fakers. They use tricks like ventriloquism to pretend there are spirits present with them. They “whisper and mutter” to create an illusion. Some are genuine mediums in contact with demonic spirits. In this case it is the demons who are faking it – pretending to be deceased human spirits! Whatever the case, no deception will stand up against the Word of God. All who place their trust in familiar spirits will never see light – they will perish in spiritual darkness and never find the dawn.

In the account of Lazarus, Abraham says that the rich man’s brothers have the Law and the Prophets to listen to. Further, Isaiah turns our attention to the Law and the Testimony (the Commandments). What does the Word have to say about Spiritualism?

Deuteronomy 18:10-12 – “There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee.”
Leviticus 19:31 – “Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the LORD your God.”
Leviticus 20:6-7 – “And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will even set my face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people. Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the LORD your God.”

The consequences of involvement with Spiritualism are serious. King Saul consulted a medium, and the familiar spirit impersonated Samuel at his request. Apparently Saul believed Samuel himself was raised from the dead, but he was deceived. Unfortunately the translated language of the story in 1 Samuel 28 does not make the distinction, but as usual we can reach a satisfactory conclusion by studying the consensus of Scripture. It was not actually Samuel himself that was raised; only a demon claiming to be him. The spirit delivered a damning message which left Saul even more terrified than before, and ironically the prediction came true almost to the letter as Saul soon took his own life.

1 Samuel 28:3-19 – “Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him, and buried him in Ramah, even in his own city. And Saul had put away those that had familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land.

4 And the Philistines gathered themselves together, and came and pitched in Shunem: and Saul gathered all Israel together, and they pitched in Gilboa.

5 And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart greatly trembled.

6 And when Saul enquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets.

7 Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and enquire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit at Endor.

8 And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and he went, and two men with him, and they came to the woman by night: and he said, I pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him up, whom I shall name unto thee.

9 And the woman said unto him, Behold, thou knowest what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off those that have familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land: wherefore then layest thou a snare for my life, to cause me to die?

10 And Saul sware to her by the LORD, saying, As the LORD liveth, there shall no punishment happen to thee for this thing.

11 Then said the woman, Whom shall I bring up unto thee? And he said, Bring me up Samuel.

12 And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice: and the woman spake to Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived me? for thou art Saul.

13 And the king said unto her, Be not afraid: for what sawest thou? And the woman said unto Saul, I saw gods ascending out of the earth.

14 And he said unto her, What form is he of? And she said, An old man cometh up; and he is covered with a mantle. And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground, and bowed himself.

15 And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams: therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what I shall do.

16 Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the LORD is departed from thee, and is become thine enemy?

17 And the LORD hath done to him, as he spake by me: for the LORD hath rent the kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, even to David:

18 Because thou obeyed not the voice of the LORD, nor executed his fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore hath the LORD done this thing unto thee this day.

19 Moreover the LORD will also deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the Philistines: and to morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me: the LORD also shall deliver the host of Israel into the hand of the Philistines.”

At this point it is probably worth mentioning that just because the prediction came true, it does not mean that evil spirits are a reliable source of accurate information. Demons are intelligent and are keen observers of all that occurs on Earth. In Saul’s case, he was given no new information concerning his circumstances, save the prediction of the future outcome. Anyone could have reasonably made a similar prediction without the use of divination – his imminent demise was expected, given the situation! Additionally, we cannot tell just how much Saul’s future was actually influenced by the prediction itself. Could the prediction have caused his death? If he had not consulted the medium, would he have lived any longer? It is interesting to note that every time a demon speaks in the Bible, it speaks the truth – but always with a motive to cause harm by deceit of some kind.

Obviously not everyone who gets into Spiritualism will end up dead or demon-possessed, but it is an extremely dangerous practice. God does not forbid things lightly; there is always a very good reason!

The next question is, “Are there any dangers to us as Christians?”

Firstly, consider this: Every time you go to a big shopping centre, you go past one of those shops that sell board games. Did you know that everything required to conduct a séance is available off the shelf? Ouija boards and similar items are easy to obtain. But in themselves, they have no power. It’s a disturbing analogy, but the Ouija board is just cardboard and paper, like your Bible. Your Bible is just a book. It has no mystical power in and of itself. It’s made of the same stuff.

However, the power available is in the use of the item. When you read the Bible, you connect with God because you are receiving His Word. The Holy Spirit empowers you to become more like our Heavenly Father. It’s only a book, but the power is in the communication between God and yourself through the Word.

Likewise, objects of use in Spiritualism have no power of their own. The power is in the communication between the demon and the people making contact.

When you go to a secular bookstore, you find all the books on religion and philosophy together on the same shelf. It’s common to find the Holy Bible stuffed between copies of the Satanic Bible or resources for witchcraft. You don’t see the books flying madly around the room or magically re-arranging themselves. They are only books. The difference is what happens when you read them. And for that reason, you should never risk exploring literature of an unholy nature.

Moving on from objects and resources, what about places of worship? What happens to the summoned spirit after the séance is over? Does it remain behind and haunt the place? No. Familiar spirits go where the medium goes and they do what the medium wants – that is, they are only active when summoned by the medium. This is part of the illusion that the medium actually has control! They are not territorial in the sense of geography, but they certainly are when it comes to people – a familiar spirit aims to control people and will not surrender them easily. It is not easy to reach a Spiritualist in evangelism and this should never be attempted without serious spiritual covering. By all means, evangelise in love – just go about it the right way and for the right reasons. You will not convert a person because you hate the devil!

Unlike the Holy Spirit, demons are not omnipresent. They cannot be everywhere. Therefore they are bound to the host medium. When Christians are present, the balance of power swings toward the righteous, because we are indwelt by the Spirit of Christ. God is infinitely powerful and no demonic force, no matter how great, can overcome the power of God. Do not be afraid of anyone who practices evil arts, because we have this assurance from the Word of God:

1 John 4:1-6 – “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world. They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.”

And again we find exhortation to keep us in faith and not in fear:

Romans 8:37-39 – “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
While we act in the power of the Holy Spirit, we cannot be deceived by evil. We cannot be overpowered. We have victory in Christ and the victory is already won. But we must remain in the Holy Spirit. There is no room for self in this arena. There is no power in your own human strength.

Ephesians 6:10-12 – “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 – “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.”

We have talked before about spiritual warfare. I hesitate to call it warfare when the real victims of this war are those who have been seduced into Spiritualism; many of whom profess to be Christians and may not know any better. All the same, the battle is in the heavenly realms against spiritual enemies, and for that reason we fight with zeal and a sound mind. We have no argument with human opponents; they are only puppets being choked by the strings. Our issue is with the demons holding these people back from the true life found in Christ.

The armour of God found in Ephesians chapter 6 is vital for any kind of work involving an offensive against spiritual forces of evil. I won’t cover the whole lot here but I want to focus on the weapons mentioned in 2 Corinthians. There is more than one weapon; we all rush to say that the Word of God is our weapon but there is another. It’s prayer. Notice that after Paul gives the analogy in Ephesians 6 about the Roman soldier’s armour, he mentions the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God and then he starts talking about prayer. He isn’t done talking about weapons – prayer is a weapon too!

Ephesians 6:17-19 – “And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel.”

Pray for others. Pray for your leaders. Pray for yourself. Don’t neglect to cover anyone in prayer. And pray especially for victims of Spiritualism. Ask God with sincerity to release them from the bondage of deceit so they can find the glorious truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They need to know that He died for them too; that there is no need to endlessly chase human perfection through works and the deception of evil spirits. They need to understand that eternal destruction is just as real as eternal salvation, so they can make that choice to accept Christ in faith.

Don’t worry about what’s going on out there. God is not only with you; He’s within you! And anywhere you go you are protected by the Lord while you remain in fellowship with Him. There is nothing the Devil can do to you that God cannot overcome, and everything that comes your way is purely for your long-term benefit. Rest in the Lord and know that you are safe with Him. Pray that others will know that safety too.

There are many risks associated with Spiritualism. The most subtle danger of all is the lure that demons cast toward the faithful, drawing in a bereaved person who feels she has nowhere else to turn with the promise of comfort from beyond the grave. The illusion of proof in the demonic manifestations is enough for Spiritualists to accept that they are having a real and genuine experience. Unfortunately they are being sold a lie. Wouldn’t we all like to have proof that our relatives live on and enjoy the afterlife? Sadly, all such assurances from demons are deception.

And the deception is not necessarily in the detail. It is in the intent of the familiar spirit. He wants to keep you coming back, holding hands in that circle with others who are blindly heading for the same fate. While the minister in the centre of the room makes noises and bumps in the dark, the demon talks to his victims and tells them everything is going to be okay. He tells you that people who doubt the experience you are having are negative. He tells you that if negative people were to influence you, then the séance would not work, and you will lose your contact with your departed friends and family.

The demon intends to keep the group bound by their fear of loss, never allowed to seek the truth about the afterlife from God Himself. He keeps them sceptical because He tells them, “Your dead relatives manifest right here in front of you because they love you, and yet God never shows his face. If Jesus is so real and alive today, where is He?

We know where Jesus is, don’t we? We experience Him in very real and powerful ways. We see His hand at work in us and through us and all around us every day. Jesus Christ dwells within us as we live in faith in Him. Not only that, but the Holy Spirit empowers us to live a strong and secure life, safe in the knowledge that God has revealed to us about the afterlife. We know that because of the grace of God, we are destined for Heaven and will live with Him for eternity. And when we get there, we will meet everyone else who has ever made that choice to live in faith in Christ. If you want to spent eternity with your loved ones, don’t wait until they die and consult demons for false comfort – tell your friends and family – tell everyone – the good news about Jesus Christ, so they will share that wonderful eternity with you.
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