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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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INTRODUCTION
At certain times in history God uses specific people to produce something of great value. In Messiah we have the combination of Scripture combined with one of the greatest composers producing a monumental work which has been a great blessing to countless people over a period of 270 years. 

It has had a great influence in my life enjoying the combination of great music and the best of texts. I am indebted to my mother for introducing me to this great work which allowed me, amongst other things to memorise biblical texts during my youth. As we review the words that Jennens selected I trust it will enhance your enjoyment of this great work.

“Messiah” is an English language oratorio with music composed by George Frideric Handel using a libretto by Charles Jennens, a Bible believing Christian which is drawn entirely from the King James and Great Bibles. Messiah which is often but incorrectly called “The Messiah” is one of Handel's most famous and certainly his most famous choral work. 
It was in August 1741, a very low point in Handel's life, that a dear friend of his, Charles Jennens, brought him a folder and said, "Here is a collection called Messiah. See what you can make of it." What Handel found in that folder was a sequence of 79 Scripture verses which included portions from Job, Psalms, Isaiah, Lamentations, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Matthew, Luke, John, Romans, 1 Corinthians, Hebrews and Revelation.

He began setting Charles Jennens Biblical libretto to music at a breakneck speed. In just 24 days, August 22nd September 14th 1741 “Messiah” was complete. Like many of Handel's compositions, it borrowed liberally from earlier works, both his own and those of others.
It premiered in Dublin, Ireland on 13th April 1742 and was repeatedly revised by Handel, reaching its most familiar version in the performance to benefit the Foundling Hospital in 1754. It was to the Foundling Hospital that Handel who was a lifelong bachelor bequeathed Messiah in his will 
Messiah presents an interpretation of the Christian view of the Messiah, or "the anointed one" as Jesus the Christ. Divided into three parts it covers the prophecies concerning the coming of Christ, the birth, miracles, crucifixion, resurrection and ascension of Jesus, and finally the Christ's and the Christian believers final victory over death.
Although the work was conceived for secular theatre and first performed during the period leading up to Easter it has become common practice since Handel's death to perform Messiah during the Christmas season, rather than at Easter, although selections containing resurrection themes are often included in Easter services. 
The world record for an unbroken sequence of annual performances of the work by the same organisation is held by the Australian Royal Melbourne Philharmonic which has performed Messiah at least once annually from its foundation year of 1853.
The soprano aria "I know that my Redeemer liveth" from Job is sometimes heard at Christian funerals. Above Handel's grave in Westminster Abbey is a monument from 1762 where the musician's statue holds the musical score of the same aria, a very fitting memorial to his faith and belief of his future resurrection.
The premiere happened at the Music Hall in Dublin, and Handel led the performance from the harpsichord with Matthew Dubourg conducting the orchestra. Dubourg was an Irish violinist, conductor and composer. He had worked with Handel as early as 1719 in London.
Handel conducted “Messiah” many times and often altered the music to suit the needs of the singers and orchestra he had available to him for each performance. Consequently, no single version can be regarded as the "authentic" one. 
The most famous movement concludes part two of Messiah, the "Hallelujah" chorus. The text is drawn from three passages in the Revelation. In many parts of the world, it is the accepted practice for the audience to stand for this section of the performance. The tradition is said to have originated with the first London performance of Messiah, which was attended by King George II. 
As the first notes of the triumphant Hallelujah Chorus rang out, the king rose to his feet and remained standing until the end of the chorus. Royal protocol always dictated that when the monarch stood, everyone in the monarch's presence was also required to stand. Thus, the entire audience and orchestra stood when the king stood during the performance, initiating a tradition that has lasted more than two centuries.
It is lost to history the exact reason why the King stood at that point, but the most popular explanations is that, as it was the custom to stand in the presence of royalty as a sign of respect and as the Hallelujah chorus clearly places Christ as the King of Kings, by standing King George II demonstrated that he too was subject to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords who unlike George has an everlasting throne.
There is another story told about this chorus that Handel's assistant walked in to Handel's room after shouting to him for several minutes with no response. Here the assistant reportedly found Handel in tears, and when asked what was wrong, Handel held up the score to this movement and said, "I thought I saw the face of God."
We know that the Bible is the Word of God and it is the content of Jennens’ folder, selected texts from 14 different books of the Bible, 7 in the Old and 7 in the New Testament written over a period of 1600 years rather than the glorious music of Handel that we now study. 

I have divided Messiah into six sections

[A]. THE RETURN OF CHRIST - 1-7
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In the evaluation I have utilized EBCWA commentaries authored by my colleagues Brian Huggett, Ian Fox, Dr John McEwan and Paull Oost. 
Welcome to Messiah!

PART ONE OF MESSIAH

[A] - THE RETURN OF CHRIST – 1-7 

[1]. Overture

[2]. Isaiah 40: 1-3 Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned. The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness; prepare ye the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
This begins a section that has been described as “the poetry of salvation”. It speaks of comfort, and the only true source of comfort is the Lord, his prophets, his Word of Truth. The only comfort there can be is the comfort of knowing the truth and being able to apply it into your life and rest upon the promises knowing they are dependable. 

In chapters 40-66 we have a series of doctrinally powerful poetic form sermons that Isaiah gave at different times, although most may come from the terrible year of the siege in 701-700 BC. These messages were the ones that changed the remnant of the nation of Judah protected within the city of Jerusalem. 

The liberal critics, who hate all doctrinal teaching refer to these sermons as coming from a man of the return of the exiles period who they call “Deutero-Isaiah”. Such a man never existed; these are the words of Isaiah, and are recognized as such by the Lord himself, who quotes from both segments of Isaiah as from one man. 

Choose your company here! I select that of the Lord and the apostles, all of whom were 2000 years closer to the time of Isaiah. I reject the company of liberals who I will not  have to put up with in heaven anyway, for they not only reject Isaiah, they reject the miracles, the virgin birth, the resurrection and the reality of the second advent. We have no company with such pagans who simply play act the Christian faith like the hypocrites of Jesus and Isaiah’s day. 

1  Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.

The message is one of comfort to a people in sore need of encouragement given the pressure they find themselves facing. The Lord calls them “my people”, and is known as “your God”. There is ownership taken here by the Lord over them. They can cast their cares upon him for he is their God. We can have confidence and comfort in our soul because we are his. 

The prophet will give solid doctrinal promises and principles which give comfort, whereas the emotional religion they have practiced has provided nothing but false hope, for it was built upon false premises. Bible doctrine is the comfort in tight places. Isaiah 35:3-4, 41:10-14, 49:13-17, 57:13-19, 61:1-3, 66:10-14, Jeremiah 31:10-14, Zephaniah 3:14-17, 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18, Hebrews 6:16-20. Refer to the doctrinal study of CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONFIDENCE [below]
2  Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.

The comfort is for Jerusalem, for she will be saved from the enemy. Her iniquity, which is real, has been pardoned. She has received double for her sins; with both Sargon II and now Sennacherib attacking their land. This time they have lost up to 80% of their people also! Is this fair of the Lord? They have received double blessings for many years and they have ignored the truth, now they have paid the price of rejecting the words of prophets and ignoring their obligation to be holy before their God in the city called for him. 

Isaiah is to speak and to “cry” out to them with passion, urgency, and power in his words. He is to put heart, mind and body into this presentation, for it is the most important message for these people. From those who have received much, then much is required. Judgment begins in the house of the Lord. 

With the Lord’s judgment of Israel there is a set time for them to suffer because of their rejection; the plan has specific details that in the last days will be their encouragement. There are “days appointed” for their suffering in accordance with the plan, and then blessing forever. Daniel 9:24-27, 11:35, 12:4-13. There is no redemption until salvation; no forgiveness until confession. The nation must face their sin, and they will, and they will at that time be purged of all evil and the saved remnant will enter the Millennial Kingdom.  Jeremiah 33:6-9, 1 Corinthians 6:9-11.
3  The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Sennacherib has boasted that he will destroy this people and their city, yet this is the very city that the Messiah will come to, and he will have his herald go before him to prepare his way. He will speak into the wilderness, for even in his day the powers that rule will not want the truth told too close to their capital city! 
There is good news for the people of Jerusalem, but there is also bad news in the message of both Isaiah and the coming messenger and his king, for the people have come close to disaster both times through their apostasy. They will heed Isaiah for one generation but within one hundred years they will go into captivity totally and the city will be lost. Jeremiah will be the prophet in the wilderness then, but John the Baptist will be the one whose death will begin the count down to destruction for the second time. He announces Messiah, and when Messiah is “cut off” the city will have less than forty years before it falls totally and utterly to the Romans. Daniel will complete this prophetic word 150 years later than Isaiah. Daniel 9:25-26. 

Notice some facts about John the Baptist. He is referred to as a voice. It is his message not his person that is significant. He had to be a humble man, ready to be just the voice, not a star in his own right. John passed this test many times and passed his own disciples over to the Lord once his job was done. 
John was a mature believer and had a strong knowledge of doctrine and communicated it well to all who would come and hear him. People had to desire the truth a great deal for he made them come a day’s march into the desert to hear him. Matthew 3:1-3, Mark 1:2-5, Luke 3:2-6, John 1:23. Refer to the study of the life of JOHN THE BAPTIST
The message required action before they even met the one he spoke of. They had to prepare the way for the Lord in their own hearts. Malachi 3:1, 4:5-6, Luke 1:12-17, 59-80. The message was in effect, you are all not ready to meet the king, get ready now, for he is close! Luke 3:7-20. The response was to be doctrinal, to learn of him from the scriptures, but it was pre-eminently moral and social. They were to do right in their moral and family lives. Isaiah of course did exactly what John would later do. 
God provided the people with positive volition to hear the truth, John’s job was to teach the truth, and leave the crowd pulling to the Lord. God lifts us up, we are best to leave the marketing to him and not trust the marketing agencies! When we do the Lord’s work we must aim to spiritually position ourselves so as to receive what the Lord gives, not what man can give us. Safety is purely and solely found exactly where the Lord would have us, doing what he would have us do.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONFIDENCE

1. The source of confidence. (Jeremiah 17:7)

2. The results of confidence:-

a) Protection. (Proverbs 3:25-26)

b) Strength. (Isaiah 30:15)

c) Blessing. (Jeremiah 17:7)

3. Examples of confidence:-

a) In God's provision. (Genesis 22:18)

b) In God's sovereignty. (Genesis 50:20)

c) In God's deliverance. (Daniel 3:17-18)

d) In God's power. (1 Kings 18:36-39)

e) In God's presence. (Psalm 71:5)

f) In extremity. (Job 13:15)

4. Confidence relating to prayer:-

a) Confident access. (Ephesians 3:12)

b) Confidence to draw near. (Hebrews 4:16)

c) Confidence to enter. (Hebrews 10:19-22)

d) Confidence to ask. (1 John 5:14-15)

5. Confidence in the day of judgement. (1 John 4:17)

6. Confidence to complete His work in the believer. (Philippians 1:6)

7. Exhortation to maintain confidence. (Hebrews 10:35-39)

JOHN THE BAPTIST – HERALD

1. SCRIPTURE  Matthew 3:1-15; Mark 6:14-29; Luke 1:5-25, 57-80.

2. BIOGRAPHY

John the Baptist (or Baptiser) was born in 6 BC to Zacharias the priest of the course of Abia (Luke 1:5) and Elisabeth, both of whom were descended from Aaron. He was related to Jesus through his mother, who was a cousin of Mary (Luke 1:36). He grew to manhood in the wilderness of Judea (Luke 1:80). He received his prophetic call (Luke 3:2) and became famous as an unorthodox preacher calling for national repentance. Jesus called John the greatest prophet (Luke 7:28) under the old covenant. He dressed in a coat of camel hair and ate locusts and wild honey. Many flocked to hear him preaching. 

He baptised those who had repented but refused the religious leaders who considered baptism as a possible source of power, calling them vipers (Matthew 3:1-7). Jesus was baptised by John to commence His ministry, John pointing to Him as the Messiah and contrasting his water baptism with the future spirit baptism of Christ (Matthew 3:11). 
John returned to the area of Herod Antipas (or Herod the Fox) causing turmoil with his messianic teaching. He also criticised Herod for marrying his brother Philip's wife Herodias. He was imprisoned in the Perean fortress of Machaerus and eventually beheaded (Mark 6:17-29). John was the herald of the king, Jesus Christ the Messiah.

3. EVALUATION:  Matthew 3:1-12.

a) John preached in the wilderness. There are no people in the desert but people flock to hear him (verse 1).

b) His message is four-fold:

c) Identification of Jesus Christ (John 1:29).

d) The message is more important than the messenger (John 3:30).

e) A call to repentance (Matthew 3:2).

f) Faith in Christ brings salvation (Acts 19:4).

g) He shows he is fulfilling Isaiah 40:3 (verse 3).

h) The crowds did not go to see a fine dresser but went to hear his message (verses 4,5).

i) He baptised in the Jordan those who had confessed their sins (verse 6).

j) Religious leaders from Jerusalem approached John for baptism. John was intolerant of them and warned them of the baptism of fire to come (verse 7).

k) He tells them to produce good of eternal value which can only be performed after conversion (verse 8).

l) The Pharisees and Sadducees were proud of their ancestry to Abraham but John warns them that this will not save them (Romans 9:6-8) (verse 9).

m) The future dispersion of Israel is prophesied (verse 10) and that unbelievers will be judged.

n) John announces Jesus Christ as one who would give the superior baptism of the Holy Spirit or fire (verses 11,12).

o) The herald, who, through a fore-shadowing of Elijah (Malachi 4:5), is not Elijah (John 1:20-34), baptises the king, Jesus Christ to commence Jesus' ministry (verses 13-15) (Acts 10:37,38; 13:24,25).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Before the king are heralds:  John the Baptist and the Herald angels for the first advent, and Moses and Elijah and the mighty angel for the Second Advent (Revelation 11:3-6).

b) As a herald, John emphasised the person and ministry of the king rather than his own ministry (John 3:30).

c) There are many messengers but only one message. Messengers pass away but the Word of God abides forever (Luke 21:33).

d) Tradition and religion are antagonistic to the truth (Matthew 23).

e) Divine good can only be produced by believers (Hebrews 11:3-39; James 2:18).

f) Ritual without reality has no meaning; in fact it can be a stumbling block (Isaiah 1:11).

g) Your ancestry or culture is unimportant as far as God is concerned (Romans 2:10,11). God treats everyone on an individual basis.

h) Christ is the answer to every problem (John 14:6).

[3] Isaiah 40: 4 Ev'ry valley shall be exalted, and ev'ry mountain and hill made low; the crooked straight and the rough places plain.
We do not have to speculate about this being a reference to geography, for John has now been and we can see that nothing happened to the geographical status of the land. There will be a change to the geography of the land when the Lord returns but this reference is to something other than mountains and valleys. The reference is to the road makers of the day, who achieved amazing feats in moving mountains and cutting through areas that others did not believe possible. 

Sennacherib was one such man. He did it for evil, but the people are urged to be mentally and physically ready to make the rough places smooth so that all of the people, no matter how frail can walk, see and hear the words of the Lord’s servant. It is a call to spiritual readiness, not major road engineering! They have been walking in dark and rough places; they have been avoiding the open gaze of the Lord upon them, and are also poetically urged to walk in the plains, to deal with their spiritual dark places, and live now where they may be seen and see. They have hidden in hypocrisy and need to be open in repentance. Luke 18:9-14.  
CHRISTIAN LIFE – REPENTANCE

1. Two words are translated repentance in the New Testament:-

a) Metanoia - META - to change, NOIA - the mind, which means to change one's opinion or mind about something or someone.

b) Meta Melamai - to feel sorry for - an emotional reaction because of acts undertaken.

2. Repentance in salvation is to change one's attitude toward the person and work of Christ. (Luke 13:3,5, 15:7, 10, 16:30, 3 1, Acts 17:30, 31, 20:2 1, Romans 2:4, 2 Peter 3:9)

3. Repentance is used in salvation mainly for the Jews. The Jews had seen Christ as a great teacher, a wise man, a prophet. They repented and now recognised him as the Son of God. In the case of the Gentiles, the word believe is used. (Acts 16:31) as they had no previous ideas about the person of Christ.

4. The Fruit of Meta Melamai, such as penance and sorrow does not save. E.g. Judas repented of his actions and went to eternal damnation.

5. However, Godly sorrow works repentance. (2 Corinthians 7:8-11)

6. The Holy Spirit is responsible for repentance in salvation. (1 Corinthians 2:14, John 16:8-11) It convicts of sin, righteousness and judgement.

7. The Believer is told to repent from dead works or human good.

8. When God repents it is symbolic (Genesis 6:6, Exodus 32:14, Judges 2:18, 1 Samuel 15:35, Jeremiah 15:6, Amos 7:3, 6, Hebrews 7:21)

[4]  Isaiah 40: 5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.
The Lord’s glory will be seen, for he will reveal himself and all the people will see his glory together. Now this has moved from the days of John to the days of the Second Advent, for all the people of the earth did not, indeed could not see anything “together” until our days of instantaneous television/internet. Only in our day is this possible and this word is looking into our day. 

Isaiah links the two advents in his prophecies as from his viewpoint the great events are both far off and merge without him being able to see at the time of the great gap between them. This happens to all who walk towards great mountains; they see from a distance what appears to be a solid wall of mountains, but once they have reached the first they see that what looked like a part of that same mountain is actually another higher one many miles away across a great valley separating them. 
Jesus had spoken of the messenger coming again before his second advent, as John the Baptist had come before his first. Others from the prophets recorded that there were in fact two witnesses who would come in the terrible days of the Great Tribulation, and the words above, like those of John, would be their message. Psalms 72:18-19, 96:1-13, 102:16-22, Luke 2:10-14, John 1:14, 12:41, 2 Corinthians 3:18, 4:5-6, Hebrews 1:1-4.
GLORY

1. Glory is used for the essence of God (Romans 3:23; Ephesians 1:17; Deuteronomy 5:24).

2. Glory is used in the scriptures for maturity (Ephesians 3:21; 1 Peter 1:8).

3. In a perfect marriage, the woman is the Glory of the man (1 Corinthians 11:7).

4. The grace of God is also described as Glory (Ephesians 1:6), and riches of Glory (Eph 1:18; 3:16; Philippians 4:19).

5. Heaven and eternal life are described as Glory (1 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 2:10; 1 Peter 5:10).

6. Human glamour is also described as Glory (1 Peter 1:24; Philippians 3:19).

7. Glory is used to describe the wonders of the universe (1 Corinthians 15:40,41).

8. Glory is used to describe the resurrection body of the believer (1 Corinthians 15:43; 2 Thessalonians 2:14).

9. Glory for a woman is her long hair (1 Corinthians 11:15) as it shows her femininity.

[5]. Haggai 2: 6-7 Thus saith the Lord, the Lord of hosts: Yet once a little while and I will shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. And I will shake all nations; and the desire of all nations shall come.
It will not be an immediate event, for the LORD says, it is a little while but there will come a day when he will shake the heavens and the earth to bring the nations to repentance.

A little while in Biblical terms could be decades, centuries or even millennia (cf. the context of Hebrews 10:37), for in the Lord’s time scale a day is as a thousand years and a thousand years is as a day (2 Peter 3:8 cf. Psalm 90:4).  When the Lord says he will do something quickly, it often means that when those prophesied events do happen, they will happen immediately and without further delay.  It may be years before the event occurs but hours or just days for them to be finalised.  See Habakkuk 2:3 which is speaking of the same events as Jeremiah 21:6-7 and see Luke 18:7-8 for the principles of a delayed yet speedy accomplishment.
This is not some metaphysical event; it is a literal physical shaking of the earth, as occurred at the time of the great flood, and during the catastrophic times of the exodus from Egypt. The events are portrayed in Revelation 16:17-21 and will be a massive disruption that will affect the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land, and the nations will know that day of the Lord has come, the day of his wrath, and that the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Isaiah 13:9, 13; Ezekiel 38:19; Zephaniah 1:15, 18; Romans 2:5; Revelation 6:17 and Revelation 19:6.

As a man might shake a bag of grain to settle its contents, so the LORD will shake the heavens and the earth.  Though only done once, it will be of such proportions as to make the earthquakes and volcanic actions of the past centuries seem commonplace. It will be a time of judgment on an ungodly world, a time of world shattering destruction and death as God cleanses the world of unbelief, yet it will also be a time of salvation as millions turn to the creator of heaven and earth, God Almighty.  

The desire of nations has always been prosperity and peace, yet because they have sought it without the Prince of Peace, the desire for prosperity has been pursued without regard to others and the result has been war.   When God shakes the nations it will be to destroy the accumulated greed and selfishness of this world, and only those whose desire is for the Prince of Peace, will be saved.  
Jesus of Nazareth is the Prince of Peace, for he is the child born into this world; he is the Son of God given for the reconciliation of the world, and he is the only one in whom the world will have peace with God.  Isaiah 9:6-7; John 3:16; 2 Corinthians; 5:19; Romans 5:1.    

Though this Temple and the one built by Herod would never see the presence of the ‘glory of the LORD’, Christ Jesus, the Messiah and King of Israel, will come to the Millennial Temple in all the power and glory of his resurrection, and fill it with that glory.  

The holiness of God (his uncompromised justice and unblemished righteousness) was manifest in the life and death of Christ, for in his life Christ fulfilled all righteousness, and in death he met the demands of perfect justice. It is therefore in his resurrection from the dead that the holiness of God is revealed, and that revealed holiness will fill the Temple.  

TRIBULATION – SIGNS

1. One World

a) One Worldism (Revelation 13:7, 16-18)

b) One World Church (1 Timothy 4:1, Revelation 17)

c) One World Economy (1 Timothy 6:10, Revelation 13:16, 17)

2. Political Signs

a) Israel (Luke 21:29-32)

b) King of the North (Ezekiel 38:1, 12)

c) King of the East (Revelation 16:12, 9:16)

d) King of the West (Daniel 11:40-45)

e) King of the South (Daniel 11:40-45)

3. Natural Signs

a) Earthquakes (Luke 21:11)

b) Famines (Matthew 24:7)

c) Weather (Luke 21:25)

d) Diseases (Luke 21:11a)

4. Man made Signs

a) Wars Hot and Cold (Matthew 24:6, 7)

b) Preparation for War (Joel 3:9, 10)

c) Knowledge and Technology (Daniel 12:4)

d) Travel (Daniel 12:4)

e) Pollution (Revelation 8:10-11)

f) Moral Decline (Luke 17:26, 2 Tim 3:3)

g) Homosexuality (Luke 17:28-30)

h) Apostasy and False Prophets (Matthew 24:5, 24)

i) Witchcraft and Occultism (1 Timothy 4:1, 2)

j) Drugs (Revelation 9:21)

Malachi 3: 1 The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even the messenger of the Covenant, whom you delight in; behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.

This chapter starts with the promise of God’s messenger going before Him, and the task of this messenger was to be to prepare the way before God. In allusion to the custom of sending pioneers to prepare the way for the march of an eastern monarch, the coming of Christ’s forerunner is described, and then the coming of Christ himself.  We do have the benefit of hindsight and can see that the messenger is referring to John the Baptist. This is confirmed in Mark 1:2-3, where Mark actually quotes from Isaiah 40:3, but the message is similar. 

Although this passage has judgement in it, there is also a message of hope, for the messenger to come would proclaim the coming of Messiah. Generally speaking, it was expected that there would be a prophetic voice preceding the Messiah Himself, to prepare the way, and to prepare the hearts of the people. As with all of God’s promises, it is a sure fact that the messenger, and then the Messiah, would come. God has given us the warning beforehand, so no one should be taken unawares, although we know that the majority did not, and still do not, expect Him.

For the readers of Malachi in his own day, the meaning may have been more general, particularly as there is a play on words to the extent that Malachi’s name means “my messenger”. Malachi does not explicitly identify himself as this messenger as the forerunner of God, but his message is a prior announcement of the coming of God. 
God was speaking to Malachi’s generation, but also looking forward to the time when Jesus as the Messiah would come to the temple. Jesus first came to the temple at 40 days old as a child, when He was identified as Messiah by Simeon and Anna (Luke 2: 25-38). 

The cleansing of the temple referred to later came, at least in part, when Jesus cleansed the temple of His day from the godless marketing that polluted God’s house of prayer. It is worthy of note that Jesus came to the temple, as a child and as a suffering servant, at His first advent, but when He returns as King at His second coming, the question “Who can endure the day of His coming” will have added meaning. It will be a solemn and sobering event, yet thoroughly glorious at the same time.

There is a degree of irony in the message, for Malachi speaks of the messenger of the covenant, in whom they delight (KJV), or who they desire (NIV). Malachi’s audience delighted in the blessings of the covenant, but they were unwilling to hear of the judgements of the covenant. Presumably, however there would have been a godly remnant who would have truly delighted in the Lord, as God will always have some who remain true to Him. 

[6]  Malachi 3: 2  But who may abide the day of His coming, and who shall stand when He appeareth? For He is like a refiner's fire.

If the people thought that the coming of God to His temple would be an experience to be enjoyed, they were brought up short by verse 2, when Malachi says, “Who can endure the day of His coming, and who can stand when He appears?” God is indeed holy, and whilst we enjoy the blessings of His grace, and mercy, we should never be easygoing about what He expects from His people. There is an awesome reality to God’s power when He chooses to move. When Jesus, the messenger of the covenant, duly came, He came as the one who fulfilled the Old Testament covenant, and who also introduced the new covenant through His blood.

It is likely that the people of Malachi’s day wanted God to restore Israel to its former glory, as in Solomon’s day, and the temple reflected to the world how special Israel was in God’s sight. The people wanted the blessings without the cost. So often today’s Christians want God’s blessings, but are not willing to “take up their cross” daily to be more like Jesus. Salvation is free for us, but following Christ should cost us everything! We delude ourselves if we expect God to come in power on our terms.

The latter part of verse 2, through into verse 4 speaks of God sitting in judgement; this confirms that there is a clear divide between good and evil in God’s sight and He will indeed act in justice and judgement. The analogy is given of a refiner’s fire, which is used by a metalworker to refine silver and gold in order to remove the impurities from the metal. It is only by the heat of the fire that these impurities are removed so that the remaining metal is pure, and able to be used. 

The analogy for God’s people is clear; God will refine us so that the impurities of sin are removed so that we are pure and available for the Master’s use. Friendship with the world is enmity with God (James 4:4) and we need to distinguish between the two. Refined gold or silver could be used as a mirror because it was so clear; are we free of the blemishes that would mar the reflection of Christ in our lives?

Obviously the power and guilt of sin are removed by Jesus on the cross, but God will apply ‘heat’ to the life of every believer so that our lifestyle becomes purified. Difficulties, suffering and persecution can be used by God for that purpose, and we need to discern what God is saying in such times so that we respond correctly. 
It is true that the enemy will seek to attack and oppress us too, but God does allow such things on occasions so that we are purified for His greater use. There is also the sense that God will purify the faithful, and eliminate the unfaithful, so that corporately His body is purified.

JUDGEMENT – BAPTISM OF FIRE

1. The Baptism of Fire is mentioned in 3 passages (Matthew 3:11-12; 24:36-41, Luke 3:16-17, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8).

2. It refers to the judgement and removal of all unbelievers from the earth at the Second Advent.  In this way, only believers who survive the Tribulation, and resurrection saints, will enter the Millennial Kingdom.

3. There are parables of the baptism of fire in:

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 – The Wheat and the Tares

Matthew 13:47-50 – The Good and Bad Fish

Matthew 25:1-13 – The Ten Virgins

4. The Jewish baptism of fire is mentioned in Ezekiel 20:34-48, Isaiah 1:25-26, Matthew 3:7-12.

5. The Gentile baptism of fire in Matthew 25:31-46 – The Sheep and the Goats.

6. At the baptism of fire the books that are opened in Daniel 7:10 are the ones that contain the names of unbelievers who have accepted the strong delusions from Satan during the Tribulation (2 Thessalonians 2:11-12)

[7] Malachi 3: 3 And He shall purify the sons of Levi, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.

The Lord is said to sit as a refiner of silver (v3), and specifically this is aimed at the Levites so that they might be refined. The purifier of silver sits before the crucible, fixing his eye on the metal, and taking care that the fire is not too hot, and keeping the metal in, only until he knows the dross to be completely removed by his seeing his own image reflected in the glowing mass. The refiner of gold and silver will sit and watch the molten metal carefully to check the progress of this process. If the metal is left too long under the heat it will become damaged, but when the refiner can see his face in the metal he knows that it is complete. 
God will not let us go through too much heat in the refining process, for His refining is wholesome and beneficial, and He will not let us be damaged by the process, for He wants us to reflect Him to the world around. When this refinement has taken place among the Levites, the Lord would have men who would bring offerings in righteousness that would be acceptable to God. 
It would then be as it was under the first temple, and when the tabernacle was set up by Moses, and in the times of the patriarchs; and even before the flood, and as early as Abel, who offered a more excellent sacrifice than Cain. 

God’s refining always has a wholesome purpose, whereas the enemy’s attacks are intended to be destructive. God’s desire in refining us is so that we are more useful for Him, and the Levites were the people who were selected to serve in the temple worship. God’s refining would burn through the hypocrisy and outward performance of religion, and cut right to the very heart of the matter – His desire is for a purified people who take their relationship with God seriously, and not just those who want a taste of religion.

We can see from history that the Jewish people have often felt the “heat” of God’s refining, for they have had many times of persecution and difficulty. This may be partly because they have been chosen by God to be His special people, and of course there will come a further time of refining for them during the Tribulation shortly before Jesus returns to earth. 

God is looking for godly servants, whether in leadership, or among the body generally. There is a Biblical principle that judgement begins with the house of God, for when His people are right He can more easily work on the unbelievers, given that He has a good witness amongst His people. God will also judge those in Christian leadership more severely (see James 3:1) because of the responsibility that they have. Indeed, Spurgeon used to tell people who were unsure if they were being called to the ministry to go and do something else if they could, because of this verse in James.

The other metaphor used by Malachi is that of fuller’s soap which was an alkaline caustic soap that was effective in cleaning dirty clothes, but its use was a rough process to remove the dirt. Some scholars interpret it to be a herb which fullers use; and in the Mishnah it is one of the seven things used to take out spots, namely, "borith", the word used here. Maimonides said it is a plant known by the name of "algasul" and "gazul" in the Arabic language, and it signifies something by which filth is washed away. Others say it is a plant which purifies and cleanses, possibly related to a herb that grows in Palestine, in moist and green places, and has the same virtue as nitre to take away filth. 

The picture is clearly a means to remove dirt and impurity, which of course is what Christ does for us through His death on the cross. Again, God requires purity in His people and the procedure is progressive to ensure that we become more like Christ.

[B] - THE BIRTH OF CHRIST  8-17

[8] Isaiah 7: 14; Matthew 1: 23  Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Emmanuel, God with us.

As the generation of the Lord’s day rejected the evidence before them but still received a sign, the resurrection of the Lord, just so Ahaz is told of the sign that later generations will receive; the sign of the virgin birth. This is a truly wonderful prophecy, coming 720 years before the event of the Lord’s birth, and 750 years before his ministry it makes clear that at the darkest time in the history of the nation there is hope in the Lord’s anointed one. That the Plan of God will work out and that the people of God will rejoice in his provision and purposes. 

The sign is of the virgin birth; an unusual birth.  There is no such thing as a sign being a young woman having a child, for they do it all the time. 
What was seen at the time of the significance of this sign? The very words used indicate that this son is Messiah, and he is more than a human messiah, he is “God with us” (Immanuel). He will rule in David’s place and he will know the difference between good and evil even though Ahaz, as a son of David has proved that he does not.

Some have argued that the woman to give birth is the wife of Ahaz or Isaiah, yet this would make no sense, nor would it be prophetic unless there was barrenness, and the context does not record this as one would expect if there was an immediate fulfilment of the prophetic word. 

The word for young woman here indicates a young girl, barely past puberty, a virgin before this, who is pregnant and gives birth unexpectedly. Some have argued that this referred to Abi the mother of Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:2, 2 Chronicles 29:1).  Yet the name for the child is given here by Isaiah and it is not Hezekiah it is Immanuel! 

The facts of the case, as Isaiah records them indicate he did not know who this maiden was to be, but that there was a real messianic hope and that the Lord was giving them a promise of future redemption through his chosen one. Jeremiah 31:22, Micah 5:3, Matthew 1:23, John 1:1-5, 12-14, Romans 9:5, 1 Timothy 3:16. 

The messiah will come from the house of David, but the promise given here to a member of that house who is under the curse of paganism, and whose descendent, Coniah, (also called Jehoiachin, and Jeconiah) will be called “childless”, not that he didn’t have children, but that none would ever sit upon the throne of David. Jeremiah 22:24-30. 

He is a direct ancestor of Joseph and it is through him that Joseph had the legal title to King of Israel. Because of the curse on this line however Messiah could not come from this line of David’s sons, but through Nathan, in whose line Mary was. Matthew 1:11, 16, Luke 3:23, 31. 

CHRIST – THE LORD JESUS CHRIST – EMMANUEL

1. SCRIPTURE He is the Word  John 1:1-5,14

2. BIOGRAPHY

As God, Jesus Christ has existed eternally with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit (John 1:1-5). As the God-man, Jesus Christ was conceived of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:20), born of a Jewish virgin, Mary (Matthew 1:18) in Bethlehem of Judea in 6 BC. His legal father was Joseph. Both Joseph (Matthew 1:16) and Mary (Luke 3:23), were descended from David, through Solomon and Nathan. Circumcised on the eighth day (Luke 2:21-24). He grew in knowledge and grace. He was baptised by his kinsman, John the Baptist, in the Jordan (Matthew 3:13-17) at the commencement of His ministry, and then went into the desert to be tempted by the devil for 40 days and nights (Matthew 4:1-11). Jesus spent the next three years in a ministry ranging throughout Palestine, healing the sick, preaching, teaching and encouraging those to whom He ministered that they turn to God. Betrayed by one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, He suffered six trials before Jewish and Roman dignitaries before being condemned to death. He died on the cross on the Passover in AD 32, completing His perfect ministry and life on earth, and securing salvation. God raised Jesus from the dead on the feast of first fruits three days later. He ascended into heaven from the Mount of Olives ten days before Pentecost (Acts 1:8-1 1). In heaven He was given the place of commendation at the right hand of the Father, where He makes intercession for us and waits for His enemies to be made His footstool. Jesus Christ will return with His saints to reign for 1000 years (Revelation 20:1-6) and will judge unbelievers at the last judgement (Revelation 20:1 1-15). Believers will spend eternity with Jesus Christ.

3. EVALUATION

Jesus Christ has absolute characteristics:

a) Sovereign of the universe. Yet He became subject to human frailty.

b) Absolutely righteous. Yet He became sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21).

c) Totally fair. He is not willing that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9).

d) Complete love. He provided salvation for us while we were yet sinners (Romans 5:8).

e) Everlasting life. He became subject to death, even the death of the cross.

f) All knowing. He knows everything from beginning to the end.

g) All powerful. Yet He allowed Himself to become the perfect sacrifice.

h) Everywhere. Which means He can assist each believer individually in the Christian life (Matthew 28:19,20)-

i) Unchangeable. Thus His promises are always true and never change (Hebrews 13:8).

j) Truth. Thus in a world of half truths and lies we have a person with absolute purity and truth (John 14:6).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) As a perfect person with no sinful nature, Jesus Christ was able to provide salvation.

b) Jesus Christ at all times worked in conformity with God's will (John 10:30).

c) God had to forsake His Son on the cross when He judged the sins of the world in Christ.

d) In Christ we are seated in heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6).

e) Nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:35).

f) There is only one way to God, through Jesus Christ (John 14:6).

g) We will be resurrected as believers to life eternal with Jesus Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:16,17).

h) Jesus will return again to reign from Jerusalem for 1000 years (Revelation 20:4).

i) Satan is a defeated foe (Colossians 2:15).

j) We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us (Romans 8:37).

5. HIS PURPOSE

a) He came as God's perfect sacrifice for sin. (John 1:29)

b) He came to be lifted up. (John 3:13-15)

c) He came as the Bread of Life. (John 6:50-51)

d) He came as the Good Shepherd. (John 10:10-11)

e) He came to die for the people. (John 10:49-52)

f) His cross came before His crown. (John 12:23-24)

g) On the Cross righteousness and justice met, only then was God free to love man in Christ. (John 15:12-14)

CHRIST – VIRGIN BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST

1. Jesus Christ had to be born of a virgin to fulfil prophecy. (Isaiah 7:1 4)

2. Jesus had to be born of a virgin to confirm the curse of Coniah. (Jeremiah 22:28-30)

a) Coniah was a believer but an evil king at the time of the Babylonian captivity.

b) Coniah is also in the direct line of Christ in Joseph's lineage from David (Matthew 1:6, 1:11, 1:16) through Solomon. This is the kingly line.

c) Mary was also in the direct line of Christ from David (Luke 3:23, Luke 3:31) through Nathan. In Luke 3:23 Joseph is the son-in-law of Heli, Mary's father.

d) Both lines, Solomon's and Nathan's meet in the person of Jesus Christ but by the virgin birth Coniah's line is cut off as Joseph is the legal but not natural father of Jesus Christ.

3. Jesus had to be born of a virgin to not have the sin nature of Adam. The sin nature of man comes down through the male. (1 Timothy 2:14)

a) Adam, as the head, was responsible for his wife.

b) Eve was deceived and sinned.

c) Adam made deliberate choice.

4. In order to be the God-Man Jesus had to be conceived of the Holy Spirit to Mary.

5. The virgin birth is therefore critical especially in the doctrine of Redemption, Imputation and Propitiation. NO virgin birth - NO salvation.

[9]. Isaiah 40: 9 - O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion, get thee up into the high mountain. O thou that tellest good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, behold your god!

This also a verse that the Lord indicates applies to a time later than his first advent. Matthew 24:15-23, Mark 13:14, Luke 17:31-33. With the unfolding nature of revelation, we now stand with more information that Isaiah had, for he is the second, after Moses, to speak of these things fully. 
Daniel will follow him, Daniel 9 and 12, and so add more, and finally John will draw on all sources to write Revelation under the guidance of the Lord. The times that the people of that day face will be awful like no other time before or afterwards, but there is good hope in the midst of the great evil that surrounds them, for the Messiah is coming and he will arrive at Jerusalem on schedule. There is glory and deliverance in the end, but first they must flee in order to survive. 

The Word gives us our orders, and we had better get them right. To stand when the order is to flee, is to die! At the darkest time the Lord is coming and he will be there for his people. The people are told to lift up their voice and cry out their glory shout, for their God reigns and he has returned to establish his kingdom. Isaiah 59:15-21, 1 Timothy 3:16, Acts 1:6-11.
Isaiah 60: 1  Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.

As chapter fifty nine explained the Lord’s coming as the answer to the problems that the Jewish people have in the last days of the Great Tribulation period, so the chapter before us now explains the actions of the Lord on his arrival as the deliverer. There is a great deal to encourage worship then and now.

In this verse this is the call of the guards as they see the evidence that the Lord is coming back to the earth. As we have identified before, there is much to be done to ready the city of Jerusalem for the Lord’s arrival and for the first sacrifices to be offered. From the chapters of Isaiah so far, it appears that the Lord’s coming may first appear in the dawn hours of one day and possibly his coming will follow that dawn around the whole world just over twenty four hours and he finally enters Jerusalem on the following morning. 

This would mean that the defenders in the city have a day and a night of frantic preparation to clear away the bodies of the enemy, clear roads, road sides, and rubble so that the path to the Temple can be trodden by the Lord from the Mount of Olives exactly as he did 2000 years before and enter this time through the Golden Gate into the Temple to offer the morning sacrifice at 9am. 

It may be that the evening sacrifice is attended, although the dawning of a new age would indicate that the morning may be the one. For the defenders there will be some guidance for their clean up time table as they will know how fast he is approaching from news reports of his progress and the judgment of the world before reaching the city.

It is a morning that is envisaged in this verse. The people are called to arise from sleep and shine out the glory of the Lord. Matthew 5:16, Ephesians 5:8, 14, Philippians 2:15-16, Revelation 19:16ff. There is the sound of battle over the whole world as those who oppose the Lord gather to fight his heavenly progress and are defeated systematically until his final touch down at Jerusalem. 

From this chapter’s details it appears that believers are ready world wide to seize the news media and airline transportation for the Lord’s return, which is expected, and that when he begins his progress towards the earth, that believers move quickly world wide to seize control of media and the airlines to ensure that Jews are returned to Israel for the coming of the Lord there, and that the defenders in Jerusalem are informed of events from the other side of the world so that they are able to prepare for the Lord’s arrival there.    

[10] Isaiah 60: 2-3  For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people; but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.

There are two forms of darkness over the earth in these last terrifying days; the physical darkness that blocks the sun and also the spiritual darkness that is the wilful darkness that blinds men to the truth about the Lord. Amos 8:9, Malachi 4:1, Matthew 24:22, Revelation 8:12, 16:8-11, then Matthew 23:24, Romans 1:21-23, Ephesians 4:17-19. 

The people are deliberately spiritually blind, but towards the end of the Great Tribulation period the sun is darkened and their terror increases with this. The believers are told to shine their gospel light, as this day is the last one for the unbelievers still alive at this time and it may be that some repent even at this late stage. The offer of salvation still appears to be there, although the persistence of these people is strong in their evil.

In verse 3 there are people saved by the gospel light shining out. It is not clear to some commentators here whether this verse applies to the Lord, who draws all the saved Gentile nations to him after his return, or to the saved Jews who draw the Gentiles from around about to worship the Lord as he comes. 
There is witness here either way and people are saved, and subsequent verses indicate that it likely refers to the witness of the defenders of the city. Genesis 49:10, Psalms 22:27, 67:1-4, 72:17-20, 98:1-4, 117:1-2, Romans 11:11-15.  

[11]. Isaiah 9: 2  The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; and they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.

What a confusing message this must have been to the people at the time, for what light could there shine in such a place of devastation? 750 years later, and repopulated with Jews, it would be the place that the Lord spent most of his time in preaching, teaching and healing. This hope was also shared by another prophet of the day. Micah 7:8-9, Isaiah 50:10-11, 60:1-3. The Lord would claim these verses as directly applicable to himself as the “light of the world”. John 8:12, 12:35-36, 46. Paul reinforces the need to walk in the light in, Ephesians 5:8, 13-14, and also Peter and John identify this truth. 1 Peter 2:9-10, 1 John 1:5-7.

The prophecy of Zacharias in Luke 1:68-79, fully reflects upon this passage of Isaiah and that in Micah, and brings them together in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. The salvation of the Lord would not be revealed until the whole land was covered in darkness and all other hope was gone. Until the shadow of death had really covered them they would not hear the Lord’s servant and repent of their evils.  

The book of Luke ends with the Lord repeating the message of the Gospel to the disciples, reminding them that they must preach the “good news” of remission of sins, announcing that the Messiah has come to defeat sin and death and that in him alone there is hope. Luke 24:44-49. In both the times of the prophecies of the Lord’s advent, and the time of fulfilment of them the message is the same; the darkness of the alternative to God’s way must be felt by man and rejected before that individual will turn to the light. 
This is a work of the Holy Spirit, John 16:8-11, to break through the Satanic darkness that covers the minds of the lost, 2 Corinthians 4:4, 1 John 2:11. It is God alone who can turn the light of truth on in the dark places of this world, and he has done this; man is challenged to respond to the truth now. Psalms 23:4, 107:10-14.

The nation has had prosperity over many years by the days of Isaiah, so that the numbers of the Israelites were great and they filled the land. In their financial prosperity they became obsessed with money, goods and power, and delighted in the division of goods and the “bargains” they had secured by purchase or theft from others less fortunate. They rejoice in their bountiful harvests, and their “good fortune” but do not have at this time lasting joy in the Lord. Their obsession with prosperity had set them up for judgment. Psalms 107:33-43. 

These people think they are blessed but they are simply reaping the rewards of their sin and it will come at a price later. The good news is that the day will come for the remnant who are saved that they will see the grace of the Lord and rejoice in the joy of the Lord. They will see that it is He alone who blesses them and will take their delight in him. 

We are blessed in a lasting manner only by the Lord’s forgiveness and the Lord’s provisions for us, which will never have us focused on the “things” but on praise and glory to Him who gave them. Romans 4:6-8. Joy that lasts in the soul of people is only that joy that is the fruit of the Holy Spirit flowing from within those who are focused on their secure place in His plan, and in their membership of his family. Galatians 5:22-23, Ephesians 5:8-12. Are we focused on the “stuff” of life that surrounds us, or on the one who gave us life and gives us all we need?

[12]. Isaiah 9: 6 - For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government shall be upon His shoulder; and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

This is one of the most well known verses of the Bible yet most couldn’t find it if they had to. Notice where it comes in this prophetic utterance of Isaiah. When men face the fact that they cannot deliver themselves and look to the Lord, and when his deliverer comes there is the arrival of the Lord’s anointed one. 
They seek a great conqueror, but they get a child! Isaiah does not speak of the Messiah riding in on a white horse, dressed like the soldiers he described in verse 5. His clothing is described as character traits; he is clothed in righteousness. Like Adam and Eve were created, he is clothed in the light of God; the character and attributes of God. Genesis 2:25 

If the names and title of the Messiah are studied here we can see that they are names and titles of God. Notice the child is “born” yet the son is “given”. This can only be the incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is a unique event described here, the coming of the God-Man as Saviour. 

Notice the titles used here, and think about them firstly in terms of what is happening in Isaiah’s day rather than seeing these words in terms of the incarnation. These were words of hope for the people then, 720 years before the Lord’s birth. At this time the government is upon the shoulders of the evil king Ahaz. In the days of deliverance the government will rest upon the “shoulder” of the Lord alone. 
The shoulder is the part of the animal sacrificial offering that speaks of the power and strength of the animal, and this was specially offered to the Lord as part of the Levitical offerings. To offer the shoulder was to recognize that there was no strength in man to deliver himself. 2 Samuel 22:33, 1 Samuel 2:9,  Nehemiah 8:10, Psalms 27:1, 28:7-8, 33:16, 46:1, 62:7. All our strength is to be placed on the altar of God, for we cannot be delivered by the strength of our own body. Leviticus 7:32-34, 8:25-26, 9:21, 10:14-15, Numbers 6:19-20. Human power is not referred to, rather this is the power of God. Psalms 2:6-12, 110:1-7,.Jeremiah 23:5-8, Zechariah 6:12-13, 9:9-10, Matthew 11:27, Ephesians 1:19-23.

His name is “wonderful counsellor”, “mighty God”, “everlasting father”, and “prince of peace”. These are not the names of any ordinary child, but only of the Messiah. All the names are meant to be kept together and all refer to the one person. 
This became a real problem for later Jewish commentators and they broke the titles up to try to steer this passage away from messianic interpretation, but it is absolutely clear, “they will call his name” these titles. The titles combine both the human and the divine, and they do not fall into two separate groups of two, for the human is followed by the two divine names and then the human occurs again; the divine sandwiched between the human, the very list forming a picture of the hypostatic union. 

The first name identifies the Lord as the source of all wisdom. He alone is the source of the true knowledge of the creator and the creation. The word for wonder indicates a characteristic beyond man’s full comprehension; too wonderful to be fully appreciated this side of eternity, given our limits. 
The Angel of the Lord indicates that his names cannot be known or spoken of amongst men because it is too wonderful/secret/beyond the comprehension of mankind Judges 13:18. The wonder and glory of the Lord is a subject we do not reflect upon enough. He is wonderful and worthy of all praise. Job 42:3, Psalms 40:5, 78:4, 111:4, 119:129, 139:6, Matthew 7:22, Acts 2:11.

The second title is clearly a reference to God alone, for the word EL is used of God and this is used of the Father or Jehovah alone. Deuteronomy 10:17, Nehemiah 9:32, Psalms 24:8, Jeremiah 32:18. The emphasis here is on mighty power and sovereignty. He has the power to rule and will rule. He has the power and might to completely control all the outcomes and he will; history is in his hands. Romans 9:5, Titus 2:13, Hebrews 1:6-14.

The third title refers to the rulership of the Lord God over the ages to come, as the ages past and present. It is the reminder that God is the author of time itself and the Lord of this world and the next. He is eternal life, where as, in him, we have everlasting life. We start to live and go on because of him, but he has no beginning nor ending. Genesis 1:1, John 1:1. Proverbs 8:22-23, Hebrews 2:10-15. 

The fourth title reminds us that there is no peace for the wicked, but there is peace to the people of God, for the Lord gives peace. Peace is only possible where there is complete control of events, for only then is the future secure and people can live in peace. Without absolute power there is no peace! Zechariah 9:10, Micah 5:4. Without rulership of all there is no secure peace. Only God can give peace! Hebrews 13:20-21.

CHRIST – HYPOSTATIC UNION: GOD - MAN

1. Hypostasis means standing together under one essence, two things united under one with no loss or transfer to the other and no change to either. In the person of Jesus Christ the two natures, divine and human, were inseparably linked with no loss or transfer of properties or attributes, and no mixture or loss of separate identity the union was personal and eternal. The Lord Jesus Christ is still perfectly human and divine  Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6, John 1:1-14, Romans 1:2-5, Romans 9:5, Philippians 2:5-11, 1 Timothy 3:16, Hebrews 1:4

2. The incarnate person of the Lord Jesus Christ included undiminished deity. Jesus Christ is God; He remained co equal and co eternal with the Father while on earth. Christ is eternal because God is eternal life. His deity was never affected by His death, resurrection and session. As God Jesus Christ could not die, however as a baby in the cradle he was holding the universe together.

3. The Lord Jesus Christ was also true humanity; body, soul and spirit although due to the virgin birth he had no old sin nature 1 Peter 2:22

4. The two natures of Jesus Christ are united with no transfer of attributes. Each set of attributes corresponds to the respective natures. The divine attributes such as eternal life, all knowing, everywhere, refers to His divine nature, the human attributes correspond to His human nature. To remove any attribute from His deity would be to destroy deity.

5. No aspect of the divine nature was lacking, although certain attributes were not exercised in line with the Father's plan Matthew 4:1-10

6. The union of the two natures in the person of Christ must be considered personal, human to the human, divine to the divine. They are never mixed. The union was therefore personal and hypostatic; one essence with two natures.

7. Deity did not indwell humanity or possess it. The union was more than sympathy and harmony, it was unique combining the two natures eternally. He is the God – man

8. Christ had two natures in one person; therefore he could be supremely powerful yet weak at the same time.

a) Deity cannot be tempted, humanity can. Matthew 4:1-10

b) Deity cannot thirst, humanity can John 19:28. 

c) Deity is omniscient, humanity learns Luke 2:40,52

9. The necessity of the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in the following:-

a) To be our Saviour he had to be man as God cannot die. Hebrews 2:14,15, Philippians 2:7,8

b) To be our mediator He had to be equal with both God and man  Job 9:2, 32-33,  1 Timothy 2:5-6

c) To be our High Priest He must be a man. Hebrews 7:4,5 14-28; 10:5, 10-14

d) To be a king he must be a man, a Jew in the line of David. Psalm 89:20-37, 2 Samuel 7:8-16

10. There are three categories of sayings or actions of the Lord:

a) From his deity alone John 8:58

b) From his humanity alone John 19:28

c) From his hypostatic union - John 11:25,26

11. The uniqueness of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ is a key doctrine to understand for all believers, for it is on this point that the accurate preaching of the gospel rests. 1 Timothy 3:16

12. The gospel in one word is Immanuel - God with us. John's testimony on this point John 1:14. In Christ we see God's love and favour towards man. As God revealed himself in the Old Testament, so He perfectly reveals himself in the person of the unique person of the universe , the God man the Lord Jesus Christ.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – ETERNAL LIFE

1. DEFINITION: Life belonging to the ages (Greek word aionios). This is the life of the believer who had a beginning in time but whose life will continue through the other side of death into the infinite future.

2. Mankind were created for eternity. God's purpose was to create a being to enjoy fellowship with forever. 2 Peter 3: 9.

3. The issue for entry into eternal life is faith in Christ. The choice for man is clearly stated in John 3:36, 5:24, Acts 13:46,  Galatians 6:8,  Matthew 25:6.

4. Those who are serious about life and concerned about death ask about it. Matthew 13:40-43, 19:16, Mark 10:17, Luke 10:25, 18:18.

5. The Lord's words provide the answer to the questions about eternal life. John 6:68, Romans 5:20, 21, Romans 6:22, 23.  It is the Lord who gives eternal life, John 5:39, 40, 12:50.

6. The Lord gives eternal life to those who believe on him, John 10:28, 17:2.  The door to fellowship and all that goes with it is opened by faith in him as Saviour. John 3:15,16, Acts 13:48, John 6:40, 47.

“To Eat His Flesh and Drink His Blood” is graphic language to picture his work and our need to appropriate it for ourselves. John 6:54, 4:14.

7. While it may only be fully known in heaven the believer may grasp a glimpse of eternal life here and now by way of anticipation and relationship. Knowing God is a glimpse of eternal life now, John 17:3, and fellowship with him is the joy of every believer now and forever. 1 John 1:1-4, 5:10-12, 20, 1 Timothy 6:12, 19.

8. Eternal life is received in full at the resurrection/rapture when we all receive our new bodies from the Lord. Rewards are received then to enjoy with the Lord forever. We are all urged to live each day with the eternal life perspective in mind, thinking of our place with the Lord forever. Matthew 19:29, 30, Mark 10:29-31, John 12:25, John 4:36, Romans 2:6,7.

9. Eternal Life is the believers hope, associated with the Rapture and Resurrection, and should be on our mind through each day, as it sets us apart from the unbelievers who have no such hope. Philippians 3:20, 21, Titus 1:2, 2:13, 3:7, 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 4:13,  1 Peter 1:3,

10. The assurance of eternal life is grounded in the promise of God given through Christ. 1 John 2:24,25, 1 John 5:13-15.

GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD

1. Whilst God is three persons all three persons have exactly the same essence or character:

a) SOVEREIGNTY

The Father (Ephesians 1:11, cf. Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 6:10, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

The Son (John 5:21, Revelation 19:16)

The Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11, cf. Hebrews 2:4)

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS

The Father (John 17:25)

The Son (Luke 1:35, Hebrews 7:26, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

The Spirit - The Holy Spirit

c) JUSTICE

The Father (Job 37:23, cf. 8:3)

The Son (Acts 3:14, John 5:22, Revelation 19:11

The Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20)

d) LOVE

The Father (John 3:16)

The Son (Ephesians 5:25, 1 John 3:16)

The Spirit (John 16:7-11, 1 Corinthians 2:10)

e) ETERNAL LIFE

The Father (John 5:26)

The Son (Micah 5:2, cf. John 1:1-2, 1 John 5:11

The Spirit (Isaiah 48:16)

f) ALL-KNOWING

The Father (Hebrews 4:13, cf. Matthew 11:27, 1 Peter 1:2)

The Son (John 18:4, cf. Matthew 9:4, John 2:25, 1 Corinthians 4:5)

The Spirit (Isaiah 11:2, cf. 1 Corinthians 2:11

g) EVERYWHERE

The Father (2 Chronicles 2:6)

The Son (Matthew 28:20, cf. Ephesians 1:23)

The Spirit (Psalm 139:7)

h) ALL-POWERFUL

The Father (Mark 14:36, cf.1 Peter 1:5)

The Son (Hebrews 1:3, cf. Matthew 24:30, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 3:21) 

The Spirit (Romans 15:19)

i) UNCHANGEABLE

The Father (Hebrews 6:17, Psalm 33:11)

The Son (Hebrews 13:8)

The Spirit (John 14:16)

j) TRUTH

The Father (John 7:28, John 17:3)

The Son (1 John 5:20, cf. John 1:14, 14:6, Revelation 19:11)

The Spirit (1 John 5:6, cf. John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13)

GOD – NAMES AND TITLES OF GOD

1. Father, Son and Holy Spirit - Matthew 28:19,20.  These titles emphasise the function of each member of the Trinity.

a) Father - the sovereign authority, who decreed the plan of salvation

b) Son - the obedient Son, who offered Himself as a sacrifice for sin according to the Father's will

c) Holy Spirit - the one who reveals the Son to mankind, thereby bringing honour and glory to Him

2. At the Lord's Baptism ‑ Matthew 3 where the Spirit descends, the Father speaking from heaven and the Son being baptised.

3. We have the Father sending the Son in John 3:16, in John 14‑17 we have the Son sending the Spirit.

4. We have the three fold titles of God Romans 5, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 1, Romans 15

5.  The Holy Spirit is called God in Acts 5, 1 Corinthians 3 and called the Lord in 2 Corinthians 3:17.

6. The works of the Lord are ascribed to the Father John 17, the Holy Spirit responsible for the procreation of the Son  Luke 1:35, 2:11; the Son doing the will of the Father John 8, 10, the Holy Spirit sustaining the Son. Matthew 18:28, John 3:34

7. The Trinity are involved in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ in the first advent. The death of the Lord Jesus Christ is the co operative work of the Trinity, the Father gives the son Romans 8:32, the Lord lays down his life John 10:18, the Holy Spirit empowers Him to offer Himself on the Cross Hebrews 9. On the Cross He addresses the other two members of the Trinity when He cried out "My God, My God why hast thou forgotten me?"

8. All three were involved in the resurrection:

[a] The Father ‑ Colossians 2:12

[b] The Son as the person who was raised ‑ John 2:19, 10:18, 1 Peter 3:18

[c] The Holy Spirit was involved in His resurrection ‑ Romans 8:11 The Father, Son and the Holy Spirit will be involved in our resurrection.  

9. The indwelling of the believer ‑ John 14:23, we are the temple of the Holy Spirit ‑ 1 Corinthians 6:19, we have the power in us ‑ Ephesians 4:6, the Lord in us ‑ Colossians 1:27

PEACE

Three types of peace are referred to in the Bible.

1. Peace on Earth:- The unlimited peace when Jesus Christ establishes his millennial reign on the earth. (Isaiah 9:6, 7, Isaiah 11:1-12, Luke 2:14)

2. Peace with God:- Which comes when a believer is born again as a result of justification by faith (2 Peter 1:1,2, Ephesians 2:14-17, Philippians 4:9) - Reconciliation.

3. Peace of God:- Which is the peace of believers in their soul and spirit who have cast all their cares on the Lord (1 Peter 5.7, Philippians 4:6,7) - The Spirit filled life.

WISDOM

 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” Psalm 111:10

1. Wisdom is identified as understanding (Proverbs 8:1, 5).

2. Wisdom will speak of things that are right, i.e. just and unbiased (Proverbs 8:6).

3. Wisdom will speak truth and will abstain from wicked or malicious words (Proverbs 8:7).

4. Wisdom results in righteous (just, honest) words and will refrain from perverse or slanderous speech (Proverbs 8:8).  

5. Words of wisdom will be heard and understood by those who have understanding and knowledge (Proverbs 8:9).  

6. Wisdom will seek after instruction rather than wealth (Proverbs 8:10).   

7. Wisdom is better than material gain (Proverbs 8:11).

8. Wisdom is identified with prudence (discretion), it is discerning regarding ‘witty inventions’ (evil plots) (Proverbs 8:12).

9. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Psalm 111:10); therefore, to hate evil, pride and arrogance is a sign of wisdom (Proverbs 8:13).

10. There is strength (mastery) in wisdom (Proverbs 8:14).

11. Wisdom is necessary to leadership (Proverbs 8:15-16).

12. Wisdom will come to those who seek her early in life (Proverbs 8:17).

13. Those things that God considers true riches, i.e. a good name, humility and fear of the LORD are the rewards of wisdom (Proverbs 8:18-19 cf. Proverbs 22:1, 4).  

14. Wisdom is eternal (Proverbs 8:22-23).

15. Wisdom was before the creation; was instrumental in creation and for creations benefit (Proverbs 8:24-35).   

16. He that falls short of wisdom does wrong (does violence) to his eternal soul (Proverbs 8:36).

[13] Pastoral Symphony
MUSIC

1. Music has been with creation since the start (Job 38:7).

2. The Jews sang their thanks to God for their delivery from Egypt (Exodus 15:1).

3. Sacred music provides:-

a) Refreshment and drives away evil spirits (1 Samuel 16:23).

b) Assists with the ministry of the Word (2 Kings 3:15,16).

c) Helps to bring man to God (Psalm 40:1-3).

d) Helps defeat the enemy (2 Chronicles 20:21-22).

e) Fills the House of God with glory (2 Chronicles 5:13,14).

4. The Jews lost their song in captivity (Psalm 137:1-6) but recovered it when they returned (Ezra 3:2,11).

5. We have the lyrics of many songs in the Bible such as the Psalms, Miriam's song but no musical notes. The lyrics which accompany the music are important as music by its effect on the emotional pattern can cause the believer to sing words which are inaccurate or heretical, yet feel good.

6. There is a song for the redeemed (Colossians 3:16) which is one of the results of the filling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18,19).

7. There will be a new song in heaven (Revelation 5:9).
[14]  Luke 2:8,9  There were shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flocks by night. 9  And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them, and they were sore afraid.

Shepherds were common in the area around Bethlehem. It was near Bethlehem that David kept his father’s flocks 1 Samuel 17:15. The shepherds abiding in the fields keeping watch over their flocks by night shows that at the time of the nativity the flocks were out in the fields during the night. 

The words translated keeping watch is in the plural indicating that there were multiple watches. The watches during the night lasted three hours. The night was therefore divided into four watches, the even, midnight, cock crowing, and morning. The reason why they watched them in the field appears to have been, either to preserve the sheep from beasts of prey, such as wolves or foxes, or from bandits which roamed through the land of Judea at that time.

It was a custom among the Jews to send out their sheep to the deserts, about the Passover, and bring them home at the commencement of the first rain. The Passover occurred in the spring, and the first rain began early in the month of Marchesvan, which is equivalent to our October or November, 

We find that the sheep were kept out in the open country during the whole of the summer. During the time they were out, the shepherds watched them night and day. As these shepherds had not yet brought home their flocks, it is a probable that October had not yet commenced. It is concluded that our Lord was not born on the 25th of December. So when was our Lord born?

Fabricius gives a list of no less than 136 different opinions concerning the date of Christ’s birth: and as to his birth. To show the diversity of months we note that: the Egyptians placed it in January - Wagenseil, in February - Bochart, in March, Clemens Alexandrinus, in April, others, in May, Epiphanius speaks of some who placed it in June and of others who supposed it to have been in July, Wagenseil, who was not sure of February, fixed it probably in August, Lightfoot, on the 15th of September - Scaliger, Casaubon, and Calvisius, in October and others, in November. The Roman Catholic Church, supreme in power, and arrogant in her claims to infallible judgment, placed it on the 25th of December, the very day on which the ancient Romans celebrated the feast of their goddess Bruma.” 

9  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 

It may be Gabriel, who had brought the tidings of the conception of the Messiah to the virgin, who now revealed the birth of Jesus to the shepherds.  The phrase “came upon them” indicates that it was all of a sudden, unexpectedly, at once. He stood by them or as some versions render it stood over them, over their heads, just above them; so that he was easily and perfectly seen by them. 

They were sore afraid is a phrase in the Greek Phobeo Megas Phobos which literally translated means fearful great fear; they were greatly fearful.
The messenger brought a very glorious and extraordinary light by which they could discern the illustrious form of the angel that was over them. At the sight of such glory and the angel they were overawed with the majesty of God and were conscious of their own sinfulness and frailty.

[15] Luke 2: 10 -11  And the angel said unto them: "Fear not, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord."

In verse 10 the angel immediately sets about allaying the fears of the shepherds assuring them that he is bringing a message of great joy. The great joy is that the Saviour of the world has been born in Bethlehem.

The effect of this birth on all mankind is pivotal. It was not a great joy to many individuals. It was not a great joy to Herod and his courtiers, who were troubled at it; nor to the greater part of the Jewish nation, who when he came to them, received him not, but rejected him as the Messiah. It was particularly not a great joy to the chief priests, Scribes, and Pharisees, who when they saw him, said, this is the heir, let's kill him, and seize on the inheritance.

However to all that were waiting for him, and were looking for redemption in Israel; to all sensible sinners who rejoice at his birth, and in his salvation; to all the people of God, whether Jews or Gentiles it was the cause of great joy. God’s plan had moved another major step forward towards its ultimate conclusion.

11. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

In verse 11 the word for day is for a natural day, consisting both of night and day. It would appear that Jesus Christ was born in the night. The Jews said that the future redemption shall be in the night. Also it was a tradition of the Jews that Christ would come in the middle of the night.
The angel does not say, "unto us", but "unto you", unto you men; for he means not merely, and only the shepherds, or the Jews only, but the Gentiles also; all the children, all the spiritual seed of Abraham, all elect men; for their sakes, and on their account and for their good.

He is born in the city of David; that is, Bethlehem confirming the prophecy of Micah 5:2 (710 BC): “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” It is noted that at the time of Micah in the 8th Century BC, the settlement of Bethlehem was small. It was one of four Bethlehem’s in the area conquered by the Jews. Bethlehem of Judea therefore had to be distinguished from Bethlehem of Zebulun mentioned in Joshua 19:15,16.

That the prophecy related to the Messiah is clear from the statement that this future ruler of Israel who had been promised under the Davidic covenant in 2 Samuel 7:16 was one whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. The person referred to therefore had eternal life.

In this verse the person born is noted he is a Saviour who is Christ the Lord. The person here is seen as the unique God man as he is not only the Saviour but also the Lord or God. As Christ he has come from God the Father to undertake God’s plan. The birth of such a person must be joyful, and is obviously to be seen as good news and glad tidings.

SALVATION

1. Salvation is the gift of God by grace through faith.

2. We cannot work for salvation - we must receive it as a gift. (Ephesians 2:8, 9, Romans 4:4-5)

3. The only means of salvation is by trusting that Jesus Christ died for your sins, was buried and raised from the dead.  He therefore paid the penalty for sin, and conquered death.  (Acts 16:30-31, John 3:16, 14:6, 1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

4. We are saved so that we can serve God. (Ephesians 2:8-10)  Our good works show that we have been saved.

5. Salvation includes many other doctrines such as Imputation, Justification, Redemption, Propitiation, Reconciliation and Sanctification.

[16] Luke 2: 13  And suddenly there was with the angel, a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God, and saying:

[17].Luke 2: 14  Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth, good will towards men.

The heavenly chorus of angels now join the angel in praises for God. "The multitude of the heavenly host" probably means that the whole of the elect angels came together to sing the praises of God, and glorify Him at the birth of the Saviour. This is seen in Hebrews 1:6 which says; "When he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, he saith, and let all the angels of God worship him".

In verse 14 the glory of God is great in the salvation, peace, and reconciliation of his people by Jesus Christ. The glory of God is His matchless character, the glory of all his perfections and His wisdom in forming such a plan. However peace on earth does not mean international peace, which will be the case when the Prince of Peace reigns on this earth during the Millennium. What is meant is the peace that this child will bring eventually at the Cross where God and man are reconciled. Christ only is their peace maker. He is unique being God and man in one person forever, and so qualified as a mediator in things relating to God, and to make reconciliation for the sins of the people

The time in the year at which Christ was born has been considered of great importance to many Christians. However, the matter has been considered of no significant importance by the Holy Spirit who inspired the writers of the Scripture. It is therefore concluded that we should concentrate on what the Holy Spirit through the Scriptures wants us to understand. However erroneous customs infiltrating the two main festivals of the Christian Church, Christmas and Easter should be noted for what they were.

Do we have real joy when we see the Lord’s plan as described in the Scriptures being worked out in our individual lives? Do we know the will of God for us as individuals? God is in ultimate control and His plan will be completed exactly according to His timetable It is by humility that Christ came to reign; and this is the only way into his kingdom. Pride is the character of all unsaved men, humility the mark of the Son of God, and should be to all of His followers. Christ came in the way of humility to destroy that pride which is the root of evil in the souls of men. You have to have the peace with God before you can have the peace of God which passes all understanding

ANGELS

1. There are two kinds of angels:

a) Elect Angels (1 Timothy 5:21) - those which have chosen to remain with God.

b) Fallen angels - those which have rebelled against God and followed Satan:

i) imprisoned ones (Jude 6, 2 Peter 2:4) - apparently active on earth prior to the Flood (Genesis 6)

ii) demons, currently active on earth (1 Corinthians 10:20,21, Mark 5:1-20)

2. There are various orders in the angelic realm.

a) Cherubim (highest order) -. (Genesis 3:24, Exodus 25:19-20) Cherubs were originally the defenders of divine holiness. Lucifer (Satan) was a cherub (Ezekiel 28:14)

b) Seraphim - (Isaiah 6:2). Seraph means burning ones.

c) Rulers, Principalities and Powers - can refer to human authorities, but usually refers to angels (and generally to fallen angels).  (Ephesians 3:10, 6:12, Colossians 1:16). They control certain segments of the human race, they can control the voice and the mind. (Mark 5:1-20).

d) Ministering Angels

i) Guardian angels. (Hebrews 1:14).  Protect and assist believers.

ii) Angels of the waters. (Revelation 16:5). Water is used as a prison. Abyss (Greek), refers to an underwater prison.

iii) Angels of the abyss. (Revelation 9:1,11). An angel which has a special responsibility for the abyss.

iv) Angel of fire. (Revelation 14:18).

v) Angels of judgement. (Revelation 8:2, ch 15,16) - trumpets and bowls.

vi) Watcher angels. (Daniel 4:13).

3. Appearance of angels:

a) Angels can appear as human beings (Genesis 18:1-2, Hebrews 13:2)

b) Angels are described variously as having wings, many eyes, many faces (Isaiah 6:2, Ezekiel 1) and often glow with brilliant light (Matthew 28:2-3).

c) Lucifer (Satan) was the most beautiful creature ever to come from the hand of God (Ezekiel 28:12-17)

d) Angels are NOT pink fat babies with wings, or red skinned creatures with horns and forked tails.

4. Named angels:

a) Lucifer, son of the morning, was the covering cherub over the Throne of God (Isaiah 14:12).  His name is now Satan, the accuser/slanderer (Revelation 12:10)

b) Gabriel a messenger angel (Daniel 8:16, 9:21, Luke 1:19,26)

c) Michael a fighting angel (Revelation 12:7, Jude 9) and guardian angel of Israel. (Daniel 10:21, 12:1)

5. Angels and Christ's Incarnation

a) At his birth - (Luke 2:9-15)

b) At his temptation - (Matthew 4:11)

c) At his resurrection - (Matthew 28:2)

d) At his ascension - (Acts 1:10)

e) At the Second Advent - (Matthew 13:37-39, 24:31, 25:31, 2 Thessalonians 1:7)

6. Angels and Man

a) Angels were watching at the time of creation. (Job 38:7)

b) Angels were present when God gave Moses the Law. (Galatians 3:19, Acts 7:53).

c) Angels are watching us now. (1 Corinthians 4:9, Ephesians 3:10, 1 Timothy 5:21, 1 Peter 1:12)

d) The elect angels rejoice whenever someone is saved (Luke 15:7-10).

7. Many times revelations from God were mediated through angels - 

a) The Law of Moses - Exodus 3:2 , Galatians 3:19, Acts 7:53, Hebrews 2:2

b) Prophetical announcements to Daniel - Daniel 7:16, 8:16-26, 9:20-27, 10:1-12:13

c) Prophetical announcements to Zechariah - Zechariah 1:9, 2:3, 4:1,5, 5:5, 6:4,5

d) Announcement of the birth of John to Zacharias - Luke 1:11-20

e) Announcement of the birth of Jesus to Mary - Luke 1:26-38, and Joseph - Matthew 1:20-21

[C] HIS MINISTRY  18-21

[18]. Zechariah 9: 9-10 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, thy King cometh unto thee; He is the righteous Saviour, and He shall speak peace unto the heathen.

We now turn to a prophecy of the first advent of Christ which would be fulfilled some 550 years later when our Lord rode into Jerusalem. This is the event of Palm Sunday where the inhabitants of Jerusalem tried to bypass the cross to get to the crown.

Zechariah 9:9 shows the king coming into Jerusalem as a lowly king riding on an ass. He comes with spiritual salvation as a gift. The Jews who were looking at this were not looking at this verse complete and in context. He is just, He is righteous. He had to be absolutely perfect to be our Saviour. With the chants of these people in His ears He has a policy which He is following, it is God's policy. It is the Cross before the Crown. The Prince of Peace can only bring peace through His blood. These people want a bloodless Christianity. 
They want what He stands for in the form of ethics, without relationship to Him as sinners needing a Saviour.  They want a moral teacher, a king a prime minister, they do not want a Saviour. Isaiah 43:11, Acts 4, Acts 16 show that there is no other Saviour than the Lord. The word "lowly" is better translated poor and afflicted. He has come to die.  He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.

The only hope for freedom is in personal salvation at the cross not in political solutions. Religion always supplies the wrong answer to spiritual questions. Religion is the greatest enemy the world has ever known. The branches are only productive when it is in the tree. If a branch is cut off it is no longer productive. The fruit of the branch of a tree that has been cut off will shrivel up. Proverbs 11:28 - the people will flourish as a branch. 

CHRIST – PROPHET, PRIEST, AND KING

JESUS THE PROPHET

1. Moses predicted the coming of a perfect prophet, fulfilled in Jesus (Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Acts 3:20-23)

2. Jesus claimed he was a prophet. (John 7:16, 8:28, 12:49-50)

3. Fulfilled predictions

a) His death and resurrection (Matthew 16:21, John 2:19)

b) The destruction of Jerusalem (Matthew 24:1-2, Luke 19:41-44)

c) The Gentile domination of Israel (Luke 21:20-24)

d) The Jewish dispersion (Matthew 24:34)

e) That the scriptures would survive (Matthew 24:35)

JESUS THE PRIEST

1. A priest is a man who represents other men before God, so that sinful man can have relationship with a holy God (Hebrews 5:1). The priest made propitiation for the sins of the people. (Hebrews 2:17, Hebrews 10:12) and also made intercession for the people

2. As a high priest, Christ offered a perfect sacrifice to God to remove sin for all time - His own body (Hebrews 9:26).

3. He also offers intercessory prayer for us (Hebrews 7:23-25) at the right hand of the Father.

4. Characteristics:-

a) He was divinely appointed (Hebrews 5:4-10)

b) He is perfect (Hebrews 7:26-28)

c) He is merciful and faithful (Hebrews 2:17)

d) He is sympathetic (Hebrews 4:14-16)

e) He is everlasting (Hebrews 7:23-25)

f) He is our advocate (1 John 2:1)

5. Because of our union in the Body of Christ, every believer is a priest (1 Peter 2:9).  We have direct access to God the Father (Matthew 27:51, Hebrews 4:16).  Therefore, our lives are to be a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1) of praise (Hebrews 13:15), giving (Hebrews 13:16) and obedience (Hebrews 13:17).

JESUS THE KING

1. At the Second Advent Jesus Christ will come as King, as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. (1 Timothy 6:15)

a) His Kingdom - On earth (Jeremiah 23:5, Revelation 19:11-16). His kingdom is called the kingdom of heaven, because of its heavenly character, but it is clearly on earth.

b) His Capital - Jerusalem (Psalm 2:6)

c) Its Extent - The whole world. (Psalm 72:6-11, Isaiah 2:2-3, Daniel 7:13-14, Zechariah 8:20-23)

d) When - He will regather believing Israel after the Great Tribulation and will reign on earth for 1,000 years. (Revelation 19:11-16, Zechariah 14:1-4,9. Revelation 20:4-6)

2. Characteristics of the Kingdom:

a) Universal Peace (Isaiah 2:4, Micah 4:2-3)

b) Universal Prosperity (Micah 4:4-7)

c) Righteous and Just rule (Psalm 72:2-7, Isaiah 11:9)

d) Worldwide in extent (Psalm 72:6-8)

e) Glorious (Psalm 72:17-19)

f) Everlasting (Daniel 7:13-14, Luke 1:32-33, Revelation 11:15)

g) Uplifting of the under privileged (Psalm 72:2-4,12-14)

3. Christ's rule on earth will terminate with the Great White Throne Judgement (Revelation 20:11-15). He delivers the kingdom to the Father, (1 Corinthians 15:24) thus commencing the eternal rule of Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:28)

ZION

1. Zion occurs over 150 times in the Old Testament, appearing primarily in the Psalms, Lamentations and Isaiah.  It was the ancient Jebusite stronghold in Jerusalem (2 Sam 5:7).  David captured this city in the 11th century BC.

2. In the Old Testament Zion is used for the temple hill:

a) City of the great King (Psalm 46:4; 48:2)

b) a holy hill (Zechariah 8:3; Psalm 2:6)

c) the place of God's abode (Psalm 9:11; 132:13)

d) His sanctuary (Psalm 20:2)

e) the goal of pilgrimage (Psalm 84:5,7)

f) the place of deliverance and salvation (Psalm 20:2; 69:35)

g) the place of praise and worship (Psalm 9:14; 65:1 ).

3. Zion is also used for Jerusalem: (Isaiah 40:9; Micah 3:12)

a) Mountains of Zion (Psalm 133:3)

b) Sons of Zion (Lamentations 4:2)

c) Daughters of Zion (Song of Solomon 3:11; Isaiah 10:32)

d) Inhabitants of Zion (Jeremiah 51:35)

e) Fortified city (Jeremiah 4:5,6; Lamentations 5:11).

4. Zion is known as the land of Judah and the nation Israel when the nation went into exile:

a) The nation in exile (Zechariah 2:7)

b) The land (Psalm 126:1 cf. Jeremiah 50:5)

c) Daughters of Zion as the nation (Jeremiah 6:23; Jeremiah 4:31)

d) The sons of Zion as the nation (Zechariah 9:13).

5. In the New Testament Zion is used for:

a) New Jerusalem (Hebrews 12:22-24)

b) Israel (Romans 11:26-27; Romans 9:33; 1 Peter 2:6)

c) Millennial capital (Romans 11:26)

d) Jerusalem (Matthew 21:5; John 12:15)

e) The mountain on which Jesus will stand in triumph at the Second Advent (Revelations 14:1) and from which He will go forth to rule forever (Romans 11:26).

[19]. Isaiah 35:5,6  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 6  Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: 

In that day there is universal healing of all those afflicted by birth defects. The blind, deaf, and lame will all be healed by the Lord and will rejoice in their newness of life. With the changed climate there will be streams in the desert and barren places will be restored to their fertility, with the only exception being the lands where a warning is being given to man by their state. As we have seen before the prophet cites these as millennial blessings in a number of places, and in the earthly ministry of the Lord this was prefigured by his healing ministry. Healing throughout the church age has also served as a reminder to all men that the day will come when the Spirit is poured upon all flesh and there will be universal healing.
MIRACLES OF CHRIST – CATEGORIES

1. Healing Miracles of Command 

a) Healing the sick from afar:- 

i) Nobleman's son at Cana. (John 4:46-54)

ii) Centurion's servant. (Matthew 8:5-13)

b) Healing the sick in person:- 

i) Man with the withered arm. (Matthew 12:9-13)

ii) Man by the pool of Bethesda. (John 5:1-15)

iii) The ten lepers. (Luke 17:11-19)

iv) Two blind men between the two Jerichos. (Luke 18:35-43)

2. Healing Miracles of Touch 

a) Simple Touch:- 

i) Peter's mother in law. (Matthew 8:14-15)

ii) A leper. (Matthew 8:2-4)

iii) Woman with a haemorrhage. (Matthew 9:20-22)

iv) Two blind men. (Matthew 20:30-34)

v) Crippled woman. (Luke 13:10-13)

vi) Dropsy case. (Luke 14:1-6)

vii) Malchus' ear. (Luke 22:49-51)

b) Other Activity in the Touching:- 

i) Blind man at Bethsaida. (Mark 8:22-26)

ii) Man born blind. (John 9:1-41)

iii) Deaf and dumb man. (Matthew 15:29-31)

3. Resuscitation Miracles 

a) By Command:- 

i) Lazarus. (John 11:1-46)

b) Touch and Command:- 

i) Widow of Nain's son. (Luke 7:11-17)

ii) Jairus' daughter. (Mark 5:21-43)

4. Miracles where Faith was an Issue 

a) Command:- 

i) Nobleman's son at Cana. (John 4:46-54)

ii) Centurion's servant. (Luke 7:1-10)

iii) Ten lepers. (Luke 17:11-19)

iv) Paralysed man. (Mark 2:1-12)

v) Man at pool of Bethesda. (John 5:1-15)

vi) Withered arm. (Matthew 12:9-13)

b) Touch:- 

i) Two blind men. (Matthew 9:27-31)

ii) A leper. (Mark 1:40-45)

iii) Woman with a haemorrhage. (Luke 8:43-48)

5. Miracles where Sin was an Issue. 

i) Paralysed man. (Mark 2:1-12)

ii) Man by pool of Bethesda. (John 5:1-15)

6. Miracles associated with Parables or Teaching. 

i) Withered arm and lost sheep. (Matthew 12:9-13)

ii) Man born blind and the good shepherd. (John 9, John 10:1-16)

iii) Casting out of the demon from the dumb man. (Luke 11:14)

iv) Unclean spirit who returns. (Luke 11:14 cf. Luke 11:21-28)

v) Cursing of the fig tree and the teaching on faith. (Mark 11:20-26)

7. Miracles associated with the Sabbath Controversy. 

i) Healing of the man at Bethesda. (John 5:1-15)

ii) Healing of the man with a withered arm. (Mark 3:1-6)

iii) Crippled woman healed. (Luke 13:10-21)

iv) Case of dropsy healed. (Luke 14:1-6)

[20] Isaiah 40: 11  He shall feed His flock like a shepherd; and He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.

Although he has total and absolute power right now, it is withheld at present and he operates through the church and the Holy Spirit upon the earth through grace. He is the Saviour and the offer remains open for man at this time to accept him as such. For the saved through all the ages of mankind upon this earth he is also the shepherd of our souls. 
The Lord is the Good Shepherd, Psalms 23, the Chief Shepherd, Psalms 24, and the Great Shepherd, Psalms 25. With this Davidic picture firmly in the people’s minds, Isaiah is able to draw upon the doctrine they know and build new things into it. Psalms 77:20, 80:1, Jeremiah 13:17, 31:10, 19, Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23-28, Matthew 9:36, 12:10-15, John 10:1-15.  

The total picture of the Lord’s care over the flock is that of a loving and kind carer of the soul of the loved ones. The Lord loves us and seeks our loving response to that love of his. John 21:15-19. If we love him we care for and feed his sheep!

CHRIST – THE SHEPHERD

1. In the Bible, sheep represent believers. Matthew 25:33,34 - they are contrasted with goats (unbelievers)

2. Sheep are helpless, they need to be led, fed and protected. They cannot defend themselves. 

3. In the Old Testament Israel was called the sheep of his fold Psalm 74:1, 79:13, 95:7, 100:3 Jeremiah 23:1

4. The Lord Jesus Christ, the true shepherd came to the fold of Israel and while some responded most rejected him and the Lord called out a flock to establish a new group ‑ John 10:10-16

5. He is the only door to fellowship Acts 4:12 John 3:36, John 10:28,29

6. Judaism is the fold out of which the Lord led his sheep to form a new flock on the hills in freedom, the contrast between the fold and the flock. The fold no longer exits it was Jewish and legal and is gone, there is neither Jew nor Gentile but we are all in Christ Jesus. This is the theme of the book of Galatians, Romans and Hebrews, the just will live by faith. Our church should be a place where we learn to walk with the Lord under the control of the Holy Spirit.

7. In the fold the sheep are within four walls under the protection of the man in charge of the fold whereas the flock is moving, feeding and are under the control of the shepherd. This is where the walk in the spirit occurs. Christianity is a relationship and is active.  Galatians 1:6‑9 ‑ here Paul says we must walk in the spirit not a lot of rules such as in Judaism. We are to fight the enemy on the hills and be in the world but not of it.

8. There is only one flock and all sheep should know it. Believers show their character as sheep by how they respond to the shepherd.

9. The Lord Jesus Christ is seen as the shepherd in five different ways in (1 Peter 2:21-25).

a) The suffering shepherd. (v 21)

b) The sinless shepherd. (v 22)

c) The submissive shepherd. (v 23)

d) The substitutionary shepherd. (v 24)

e) The seeking shepherd. (v 25)

10. The Shepherd as Christ appears in three successive Psalms.

a) Psalm 22 - the good shepherd gives his life for the sheep (John 10:11). He is the Door (John 10:9).

b) Psalm 23 - the Lord is my shepherd - the great shepherd of the sheep. (Heb 13:20).

c) Psalm 24 - the chief shepherd appears as the Man of Glory. (1 Pet 5:4).

d) These show the shepherd dying for His sheep, the resurrected shepherd tending and caring for His sheep and the future shepherd ruling over His sheep.

CHURCH – SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP

1 Peter 5:2-4  “Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 3  neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being examples to the flock. 4   And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.”

1. As pastors we are all “fellow-elders”, equals before God, tried by suffering, focused and empowered by the Holy Spirit, and  with a heart for service, and an expectation of glory  within to drive us. 

2. We are to “shepherd the flock; loving, self sacrificial service is in view here.

3. We are to feed the flock; they must not starve when they are with us.

4. They are God’s flock, not ours. We have the care and responsibility, but we answer to the Lord himself for our work with the flock he has given us.

5. We are to exercise oversight, so as to receive a good report from the Lord, and we are to be focused, as we serve Him, on His well done not anything else (Matthew 25:21-23).

6. We are to serve in a free way, under the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, not from any other “constraint”. No compulsion is to drive us except the desire coming from within from love for our Lord.

7. We are to be as keen as a volunteer, and with all the passion that this involves.

8. Lust for money, power, authority, position, or reputation, are not to be a part of our lives at all. Such lust for power is illustrated by Diotrephes (3 John 9-10).

9. We are to be filled with passion, ready to serve, with total zeal for the task to which we are called.

10. Not lording it over the flock, as monarchs or dictators.

11. Being patterns, role models that others can follow in holy and joy filled living.

12. Being focused on winning the crown of glory, that is the eternal reward for the pastor who serves well. This involves being prepared to wear the crown of suffering in time with glory in our hearts, for they are fixed on eternal realities, where our true reward will be received.

Lazy pastors, power or money hungry pastors, are strongly rebuked here, and are reminded that the Lord’s expectation of them is serious, and the consequences of failure or success (as the Lord determines it), are eternal. The Lord is the Chief Shepherd, he is the one to whom we must give account, and it is his well done that we are to focus on. 

[21]. Matthew 11: 30  His yoke is easy, and His burden is light.

The people specifically in Israel are heavy laden because of the thousands of Pharisaic commandments which they had added to the law. To “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy” for instance they had added 1500 restrictions.

Take my yoke is a rabbinical term for getting educated by going to school. Jesus is telling them to become His disciple. By believing in Him they receive salvation whereby a heavy burden is lifted off them. Take my yoke relates back to a young steer being yoked to an older animal so that the younger one is trained. 

There is a change of invitation from salvation to service from verses Matthew 11:28-29. Take my yoke upon you means to enter into submission to His will to turn over control of one’s life to Him. Romans 12:1,2. He tells us to learn from Him. As we acknowledge His lordship in every area of our lives He trains us in His ways.
The great contrast between legalism and grace is that Jesus is not demanding but if you come to Him you will find rest for your soul. Great privilege brings great responsibility. There were certain cities in the Promised Land where our Lord undertook many of His miracles to demonstrate that He is the Messiah. 
In the face of overwhelming evidence they had stubbornly refused to repent. It is little wonder then that the Lord should pronounce the most solemn doom upon them. By application we who have had great opportunity to understand the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ have a great responsibility to respond to that knowledge.

Again there is a striking contrast with the Pharisees. Jesus said of them “For they bind a heavy burdens, hard to bear and lay them on men’s shoulders but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers Matthew 23:4. Jesus’ yoke is easy. It does not chafe. His burden is light. 
This does not mean that there are no problems, trial or heartaches in the Christian life. It does mean however that we do not have to bear them alone. 1 Corinthians 10:13.  We are yoked to One who gives sufficient grace for each time of need. To serve Him is perfect freedom. 
[D] THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR  22-31

[22]. John 1: 29 [b] Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world.

"Behold", is the aorist, active, imperative of "horao", and is a statement that a herald would make and that is what John the Baptist is. John is a Levite and as such is a priest. In the Lord Jesus Christ he recognises the fulfilment of the sacrifice for sin, the last lamb of the Lord come to take away the sin of the whole world. 

This verse therefore opposes the High Calvinist view which states that Christ died only for the elect which implies that some men are predestined to hell, a concept which is contrary to the Bible teaching of the Character of God.  However Christ died for all and each man is responsible for his decision as to whether he accepts or rejects Christ.  Rejection of Christ as Saviour is the only unpardonable act, and the only reason why the unbeliever will end up in the lake of fire.   

The lamb has a direct relationship to the Old Testament where the person who recognised himself as a sinner offered a perfect lamb as a substitute for himself. This was done by the Patriarchs, and then more formally once the Mosaic Law was put in place after the Exodus. 
We must recognise that we are sinners and need to accept the Lamb of God. As the person who brought the sacrifice approached the altar he would place his hand on the head of the lamb and confess his sins thereby symbolically transferring his sins to the lamb.

Behold the Lamb of God is literally the Lamb from God; it is in the genitive of source. Here John is acting as a prophet as he states that the Lord Jesus Christ takes away the sins of the world. John recognised that he was a herald and this was the king.

To “take away” is the word airo which means to lift up a burden or carry. He bore our sins in his own body on the tree. 1 Peter 2:24, 2 Peter 3:9. He took the full weight of them and carried them away from us as far as the east is from the west. Psalms 103:12, 107:3.

The greatest agony for the lost in hell is not so much the physical torment, but it is the mental anguish that the person feels due to his rejection of the person of Christ and His graciously offered salvation. Having rejected Christ as Saviour the unbeliever has Jesus Christ as judge. John 3:16, 36, Acts 4:12. What hope has the unbeliever if he has rejected the Saviour? God was in Christ effecting reconciliation.  2 Corinthians 5:17-20.

LAMB

The lamb is a central feature of typology in the Bible as a symbol of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Here we see the developing topic of the Lamb from the sacrifice by Abel to the Lord of Glory

It shows the importance of a word study when examining the Scriptures

1. Genesis 4:3-5a

a) Abel brought a lamb from his flock.

b) Propitiation emphasised - covering.

c) The lamb was an offering for sin.

2. Genesis 22:7-14

a) Abraham was provided with a ram.

b) Substitution emphasised.

c) The lamb was an offering for one person.

3. Exodus 12:3-7

a) The lamb had to be slain.

b) Protection emphasised.

c) The lamb was an offering for one family.

4. Leviticus 1:10-13, 16:15

a) The lamb without spot or blemish.

b) Character of the lamb emphasised.

c) The lamb was an offering for the nation Israel.

5. Isaiah 53:4-8

a) Shows that the lamb to be provided is a person.

b) Expiation emphasised.

c) The lamb was an offering for the elect.

6. John 1:29

a) Shows that the lamb was Jesus.

b) Complete removal of sin emphasised.

c) The lamb was an offering for the whole world.

7. Acts 8:30-37

a) Shows that Jesus is the Christ the promised Messiah.

b) Individual salvation emphasised.

c) The lamb was an offering for whosoever.

8. 1 Peter 1:18-21

a) Shows the resurrection of the lamb.

b) Redemption emphasised.

c) The lamb was an offering for all generations.

9. Revelation 5:6-10

a) Shows the glorification of the lamb.

b) Government of the lamb emphasised.

c) The lamb of the whole universe.

10. Revelation 22:1-5

a) Shows the everlasting kingship of the lamb.

b) Eternal glory of the lamb emphasised.

c) The lamb for all eternity.

The developing topic of the lamb shows how Jesus Christ is the central figure in all the Scriptures and how the inspired writers of the Bible gradually developed the revelation of his character, work and glorification from a lamb to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

SALVATION – ATONEMENT – UNLIMITED ATONEMENT

1. Definition:

a) The totally effective work of Christ on the cross to pay the penalty of sin on behalf of mankind.

b) Atonement as a noun means reconciliation after enmity and includes reparation made for wrong or injury.

c) The verb has several related meanings such as to be at one, to be in accordance, to make reparation or amends, to make up for errors or deficiencies, to reconcile.

d) In the Old Testament, the true meaning of atonement is related to the Hebrew verb "to pass over, to cover" - it is also the word for 'pitch' used to seal Noah's Ark.

2. In Old Testament times, animal sacrifices were used to cover sin.

a) God forgave and restored where sin was covered by the blood of animal sacrifices.

b) However, the true basis for atonement was not found in these animal sacrifices.  This is why the sacrifices needed to be repeated time and time again.

c) Animal sacrifices were used as a cover for sin until the true sacrifice, Jesus Christ, could be offered on the cross.

d) Atonement in the Old Testament refers to the use of animal sacrifices to picture the saving work of Christ.

e) The two concepts of atonement (Old and New Testament) are brought together in Romans 3:23-26)

3. Atonement is unlimited

a) When Jesus Christ was judged on the cross for sins he paid for the sins of the entire human race, not just the elect. (Romans 5:6, 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, 1 Timothy 2:6, 4:10, 2 Peter 2:1, 1 John 2:2)

b) "Limited Atonement", the concept that Christ died for believers only is incorrect.

4. Unlimited Atonement eliminates sin in the unbelievers' indictment at the Last Judgement.

a) When Christ died on the cross, He was judged for all sins of the human race.

b) Therefore the issue in salvation is not sin, but faith in Christ.  People choose either to accept the work of Christ (John 3:18,36), or their own "good" works to gain the approval of God.

c) Therefore, human good will be the basis of the unbelievers' indictment at the Last Judgement. (Revelation 20:12)

[23] Isaiah 53: 3 - He was despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
Isaiah 50: 6  He gave His back to the smiters, and His cheeks to them that plucked off His hair: He hid not His face from shame and spitting.

He was despised and rejected (forsaken). By both enemies and friends he was betrayed in the end. The enemies hated and despised him, and his men forsook him and fled. This had also been prophesied by others very fully. Psalms 22:6-8, 69:10-12, 19-20, Micah 5:1-2, Zechariah 11:8-13. Then it was completely fulfilled in Matthew 26:56, 67, 74-75, 27:39-44, 63, Mark 9:12, 15:19, Luke 8:53, 9:22, 16:14. He sets us the standard to follow in obedience irrespective of personal cost. Hebrews 12:1-3. 

He was a man of sorrows, and well acquainted with grief. We see this most clearly in the Garden prayer time before his arrest. Matthew 26:36-44, John 17:1-26. To walk close to the Lord is to walk close to tears at times. 
The closer we are to him the closer we are to seeing the truth about the eternal destiny of the lost, and why he cares so much for them, and seeks their salvation. There is no arrogance in him, nor any hatred towards those who hate him. He weeps over fallen men today as he wept over Jerusalem in his own day. Matthew 23:27-39, Luke 13:34-35.

We hid our faces from him. The prophet records the sadness of the people’s rejection 730 years in advance of its fulfilment, but he simply repeats the sad words of Moses from 700 years before himself. Deuteronomy 32:13-21. Also refer to Zechariah 13:7-14, Matthew 27:3-10, John 1:9-11, Acts 3:12-26. The nation did not give him the esteem that he deserved but the remnant did, and they were saved and went on to form the church Acts 4:12. 

We are now clear about where we stand, as we listen to the Lord speaking here. He quietly and powerfully tells us that he will face the testing of the evil men of his age before he even gets to the cross itself. 
The Lord’s volition was tested before he got to the final act and so will ours be. We are to draw on the same spiritual strength as he did, and walk in the power of the Holy Spirit. Micah 5:1-2, Mark 14:65, 15:19, Luke 22:63-71, John 18:22, Hebrews 12:1-3. The Lord did not allow the hatred of evil men to distract him from his task upon the earth, and neither must we. All evil can do is distract us from the path of righteousness; Satan cannot create; he can only turn us away from the truth. The call for all of us is to persevere on the path of righteousness in the same strength as our Lord showed.

CHRIST – ISAIAH CHAPTER 53:  SUFFERING OF JESUS CHRIST

Isaiah 53 is one of the most famous chapters in the Bible and portrays prophetically the sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Prophecy - 53:1 “Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?” 

Fulfilment - John 12:38

Prophecy - 53:2  “For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.” 

Fulfilment - Philippians 2:5-8

Prophecy - 53:3  “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not” 

Fulfilment - John 1:11, Matthew 26:38; 27:20-22,

Prophecy - 53:4  “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.”

Fulfilment - Matthew 8:16, 27:41-43

Prophecy - 53:5  “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”

Fulfilment - Matthew 27:26-29, Colossians 1:20, 1 Peter 2:24

Prophecy - 53:6  “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 

Fulfilment - Romans 3:23, 2 Corinthians 5:21.

Prophecy - 53:7  “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.” – 

Fulfilment - Matthew 27:12-14, 1 Peter 2:23.

Prophecy - 53:8  “He was taken from prison and from judgement: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.”

Fulfilment - Luke 23:4-33, John 18:3-30

Prophecy - 53:9  “And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.”

Fulfilment - Matthew 27:24, 57-60

Prophecy - 53:10  “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.” 

Fulfilment - John 3:16, Romans 8:32

Prophecy - 53:11  “He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.:

Fulfilment - John 19:34, Romans 4:25

Prophecy - 53:12  “Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”

Fulfilment - Mark 15:27, Luke 23:34, John 19:28-31

[24] Isaiah 53: 4-5  Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows! He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him.

[25] Isaiah 53: 5  And with His stripes we are healed.

Isaiah bursts out his testimony to the Lord as he sees the truth of the incarnation and cross all those years in advance. He sees the truth and praises God for his work in advance. This is the standard for us to follow; if we have the promise of the Lord’s advent, and we are to celebrate it in advance and enjoy the Lord’s future work in advance, and praise him for his future glory now, just as we praise him for his past work now. 

The Lord has announced the truth well in advance so that we can praise him in advance and enjoy praising the Lord now, at the point of fulfilment of the prophetic truth, and then forever. Matthew 8:14-17. He became the true mediator of the healing power of God to deal with sin, sickness and death. Galatians 3:13-14, Hebrews 9:27-28, 1 Peter 2:24, 3:18-20, 1 John 2:2. 

The assessment of the Lord by the unbelievers amongst the nation was that the Lord was under the judgment of God and therefore not the Messiah at all. They believed he was cursed and evil rather than good and holy and their rightful King and Lord. The evidence was clear that he was the king and lord of all but the officials of the nation refused to believe it even though it was given to them with miracles, again and again; although while the majority rejected there were many that did accept the truth. Acts 2:36-41, 4:1-4, 13-23, 29-31, 5:29-32, 40-42, 6:10, 7:51-60. The Lord is the only true celebrity in history, and we are his servants. 

5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

He was wounded for our transgressions. He was literally “pierced” for our persistent rebellions. The sins of man, related to man’s many rejections of the perfect standards of God, they all pierced him like arrows on the Cross. He was pierced by the nails of our sins, suffering the consequences of our rebellion. Daniel 9:24-26, Zechariah 12:10, 13:7, Matthew 20:28, Romans 3:23-26, 4:23-25, 5:6-11, 15-21, 1 Corinthians 15:3-7, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Ephesians 5:1-2, Hebrews 9:11-17, 10:10-14, 1 Peter 3:18. 

He was bruised, or better “mentally crushed and smashed to pieces”.  It was used of the most intense mental anguish and suffering at the highest inner level. The author of sin was prophesied to be the one to “bruise” the Messiah, the seed of the woman who will solve the sin problem begun in the Garden of Eden. Genesis 3:15, Romans 16:20. The great anguish of the Lord on the cross, as he bears the sins of the world, is captured in this word and his thoughts are prophetically revealed through the psalmist. Psalms 22:1-18. Refer to the study

The punishment, or better the severe discipline that will lead to our peace (reconciliation) with God, was all laid upon him. His suffering was to make atonement and reconciliation for us. He is become our peace, opening the path of peace for us to be reconciled to God. 2 Corinthians 13:11, Ephesians 2:14-16, Colossians 1:20-22, 1 Peter 2:21-24. With his stripes (bruises) we are healed. Like a widely cut sword wound, where the flesh is drawn together again and healed, just so, we are drawn together again to the Lord God have being separated from him by the sword slash of sin. 
There is no “healing in the atonement” as such; that phrase indicates something that is in fact quite wrong, but God still heals at times and we are told to pray for the sick that the Lord might heal in accordance with his will for them. This is a verse that illustrates the need to find the meaning of the original word and not run off on the wrong tangent. 

The sickness of sin is healed, but at times we get physically or mentally sick, and that does not mean we are sinners, it simply means we still live in a fallen word with viruses around, imperfect genetics, and faulty Serotonin levels at times. Do not be misled by wide eyed and fanatical preachers who are so called “divine healers”, for they do not “heal” every time they pray for people! Let the logic of reality correct you as you apply scripture to life. The key reality test is the fact of the death of believers; for we all die! All of us will die of some disease or other, and the Bible is very clear, as believers we do not die in sin, but in grace, with our death being precious in God’s sight. Psalms 68:20, 116:15.

CHRIST – CELEBRITYSHIP OF CHRIST

1. The Lord, as the God-Man sat down in the place of victory and honour by the Father in heaven. This was the way, in the ancient world, that you expressed the complete victory and acceptance of an heir of the father. Hebrews 1:3. As the creator he was always the King of kings and Lord of lords, but now as the Saviour of the creation he is its King and Lord, recognised by the Father. 

2. There is only one celebrity in the whole of human history; that is the Lord Jesus Christ. He alone sits down with the Godhead in heaven. We honour him, because he is the unique person of the universe and eternity beyond it. Matthew 6:28-34, James 1:10-11.

3. In the Lord’s service there are only servants, not celebrities. John 12:26, 13:4-17.

4. We are called to live in his light, rather than try to turn the light of any fame that man can give upon ourselves. John 8:12, 12:35-46.

CHRIST – CRIES OF CHRIST FROM THE CROSS

1. There are seven phrases which our Lord uttered on the cross.

2. During the six hours between the crucifixion and our Lord's death, the following is the sequence of events that took place.

3. Christ having been scourged, the crucifixion party arrives at Golgotha, The Place of the Skull (Matthew 27:33).

4. A drink of red wine and a narcotic gall is offered to Jesus but he refuses because it would impair his free will (Matthew 27:34)

5. Jesus is crucified between two gangsters followed by the first cry from the cross, "Father, forgive them for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:32-34).

6. The first cry recorded of Jesus Christ on the cross was a prayer asking the Father to forgive those who had crucified Him. This was important because He was about to be judged for their sins.

7. The soldiers gamble for his clothes (Matthew 27:35,36,  Psalm 22:18).

8. Monies raised from the sale of the clothes would be spent on rough red wine. Traditionally, those crucified were naked.

9. The Jews mock Him (Matthew 27:39-43).  They tempt Him to come down from the cross. They say that they would believe if He did. (Psalm 22:7-8)

10. One of the gangsters trusted in Him (Luke 23:42)- It is of interest that all the gangster could do was believe. He was not baptised, he did not come from a church.

11. Principle: Faith in the work of Christ for one personally is the means of salvation.

12. The second cry:  "Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise. " (Luke 23:43)

13. Principle: The soul of Jesus went to Paradise, the body of Jesus went to the grave, the spirit went to the Father (Luke 23:46).

14. Paradise, or Abraham's Bosom, was a temporary holding place for OT saints in Sheol or Hades pending the cross becoming an historical fact. The unbelieving gangster, at death, would go to Torments, an area separated from Paradise by a great gulf fixed.

15. The two gangsters represent humanity in its two categories - believers and unbelievers (John 3:36).

16. The third cry: He said unto his mother "Woman, behold thy son. "  Then said He to the disciple, "Behold thy mother." (John 19, 26,27)

17. Jesus never called His mother 'Mother'.  He always called her 'Woman'.  He emphasised that she was the mother of the humanity of Jesus Christ, the seed of the woman (Genesis 3.:15) and not the mother of God.  By not using the word 'mother' He was seeing problems in the future involving Mary, the mother of God.

18. He also made provision for His mother complying with the fifth commandment "Honour thy father and mother." (Exodus 20:12) by saying to John, "Behold thy mother" ' John would appear to have lived to be 100 years old, which confirms the second portion of the fifth commandment "that thy days may be long".

19. At 12 noon darkness covered the earth (Matthew 27:45).

20. The fourth cry: "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?" (Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34).  "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" (cf. Psalm 22:1) Christ was forsaken. This cry showed that Jesus Christ was being judged for our sins (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24).  The Father and Spirit forsook Him because they can only judge sin.

21. The fifth cry:  "Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, 'I thirst' " (John 19:28).  His work on the cross now completed, He fulfilled the scripture of (Psalm 69:21) which was a drink of vinegar and gall.

22. Even in His greatest extremity, Jesus put the greatest of emphasis on the Word of God and fulfilled the total prophetic spectrum in the correct sequence. He had refused the drink previously

23. The sixth cry:  "When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar he said, 'It is finished ' " (John 19:30).  Christ's work on earth is completed.  He has been judged for the sins of the whole world. Salvation is complete.

24. Principle: You cannot add man's works to salvation.  It was completed in total in AD 32 at Golgotha.  The attitude of each individual to the sacrifice of Christ determines their eternal future.  Either they attempt by their own works to enter heaven (Isaiah 64:6; Ephesians 2:9; Titus 3:5) or by Christ's work through belief.

25. The seventh cry:  "Father, into thy bands I commit My spirit " (Luke 23:46).  It is of great significance that there is the change of vocative towards God here.  Christ is no longer bearing our sins.  He is back in an intimate relationship with His Father, rather than forsaken.  (See fourth cry, 12.)  Jesus Christ's timing is perfect as he dismissed His spirit to the Father at the very instant that was the Father's will.

26. Christ dies physically on the cross at 3.00 p.m. (Matthew 27:50), thus fulfilling the Mosaic Law that no person who is killed on wood should hang overnight. So Christ was buried before sunset on that day. (Matthew 5:17; Deuteronomy 21:22,23).

CHRIST – MEDIATORSHIP

1. Greek word is mesites which has as its root meaning, to have a neutral group/nation to stand between two warring nations to arbitrate and judge between them. The two concepts are judgement and peacemaking.  

2. The mediator had to be equal to both parties and acceptable to each.

3. Old Testament usage of this concept is found in Job 9:9, 32, 33. Job calls for an umpire between man and God.

4. The Hypostatic Union of the Lord Jesus Christ qualifies the Lord to be the mediator between man and God as he alone is equal with both parties. 1Timothy 2:5.

5. The Lord's work on the cross forms the basis of his mediatorship as he removes the sin barrier between man and God. Hebrews 9:12 1-5.

6. The Mosaic Law pre-figured the Lord's mediatorship. Hebrews 8:6,  12:24, Galatians 3:19, 20.

HEALING – THERE IS NO HEALING IN THE ATONEMENT

1. Scripture (Matthew 8:16-17) "When the even was come, they brought unto Him many that were possessed by devils and He cast out the spirits with his Word, and healed all that were sick, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esias the prophet saying, 'Himself took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses. 
2. Many misinterpret this passage as indicating that the atoning work of Jesus Christ forgives sin and heals sicknesses.

3. In (Matthew 8:1-17) there are four types of sickness - leprosy, paralysis, fever, demon possession.

4. In (Matthew 8:17) the word "took" means to take them by the hand and lead them away.  Alleviation of suffering is in focus rather than the transferring of suffering to Christ.  The diseases of these people were not transferred to Christ. He did not receive our leprosy, paralysis or fever.  And Jesus was not demon possessed - that's blasphemy.

5. Sickness and death are the result of sin.  Jesus had power to forgive sin, and therefore to heal sickness.  Jesus healed sickness to show that He was Messiah (Mark 2:3-12)

6. In the atonement, Christ bore our SINS in His own body on the tree, never SICKNESS. (1 Peter 2:24).  Jesus took away their diseases but did not have them transferred to Himself.

7. The purpose of the atonement, therefore, is to pay the penalty of sin, not to provide healing for sicknesses.

MIRACLES – HEALING AND MIRACLES

1. The healing ministry of Jesus was not primarily to relieve suffering but to show Himself to the Jews as the Messiah.

2. Jesus Christ's major thrust in his ministry was healing from sin rather than physical healing, as healing from sin has eternal results whilst physical healing has temporal results only.

3. Examples of healing by Jesus Christ

a) The Leper (Matthew 8:1 -4)

The Jew was suffering from an incurable disease - leprosy. It was totally hopeless to expect a cure under normal conditions at that time in history. The cured leper was told to go to the priests, the Levitical priest of those days who had been given by God two chapters in the Old Testament for such cases. Uncleanliness (Leviticus 13), Cleanliness (Leviticus 14). It was unknown to use (Leviticus 14), its use with the cure of the leper should have alerted the Levitical priests that the Messiah was on earth.

b) Centurion's Servant (Matthew 8:5-13)

The Centurion was a Gentile believer who had great faith, showing he was a mature believer. His servant was suffering from the palsy (paralysis or polio). The Centurion showed great faith by knowing that he did not need Jesus Christ to enter his house to heal his servant. Using the Centurion's faith, Jesus Christ challenges the Jewish onlookers to trust him also.

c) Paralytic Healed (Matthew 9:1-8)

A Jewish believer who lacked assurance of his sins forgiven. His friends, the stretcher bearers, who brought him to Jesus had great faith in the Lord. Jesus cured him to give the paralytic confidence in his sins being forgiven.

d) Peter's Mother-in-Law (Matthew 8:14-17)

Jesus cured her so that she could serve the Lord and help sustain Him.

4. There are many examples and means used by God for healing.

a) By direct contact. (Matthew 8:3,15; Mark 6:5)-

b) In response to the faith of friends. (Mark 2:5)

c) In response to prayer. (James 5:15,16)

d) Through doctors. (Colossians 4:14) and medicines - Figs for boils (2 Kings 20:7), Wine for ulcers (1 Timothy 5:23)

5. God did not heal many great saints who had diseases or problems.

a) Elisha (2 Kings 13:14)

b) Paul (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

c) Epaphroditus (Philippians 2-26,27)

d) Timothy (1 Timothy 5:23)

e) Principle of the sick saint (2 Corinthians 12:9)

6. Sickness is permitted for a number of reasons.

a) To bring us back to God's Word. (Psalm 119:6 7)

b) To make God's Word manifest. (John 9:1-3)

c) To glorify Jesus Christ. (John 11:4)

d) So that we can comfort others. (2 Corinthians 1:4)

e) To prepare us for future glory. (2 Corinthians 4:17)

f) To return us to fellowship. (Hebrews 12:5-10)

g) To make, us more fruitful. (John 15:2; Hebrews 12:1)

7. Miraculous healing does occur from time to time. God is able to heal anyone at any time but the Bible shows that it is not normally His purpose to do so. Satan can counterfeit divine healing through divine healers.

SALVATION – EXPIATION AND PROPITIATION

1. Expiation and Propitiation are two sides of the same coin with propitiation being in relation to God while expiation looks at the problem from man’s side. 

2. By expiation the offence which renders the person guilty in the sight of God is covered from the eyes of God by the effective dealing with the problem by propitiation.

3. The Mercy Seat (the top of the Ark of the Covenant) in the Tabernacle was the place of propitiation.

4. The concept of the Mercy Seat must be understood in the light of the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:10-22, 37:1-9).

5. The Ark of the Covenant was a wooden box (45" x 27" x 27") constructed of acacia wood (the humanity of Christ) overlaid with gold (the Deity of Christ).

6. Contents of the Ark: the golden pot of manna, the tablets of stone and Aaron's rod that budded (Hebrews 9:4). The tablets of stone represented man's transgressions against God's perfect standard, the rod that budded stood for man's rebellion against established authority, the pot of manna showed man's rejection of divine provision.

7. The content of the Ark is a picture of Christ bearing our sins in His body on the tree (2 Corinthians 5:21).

8. The Mercy Seat was a solid gold lid which fitted over the ark and bore two golden cherubs, one on each end representing God's holiness (Hebrews 9:5).

9. Once every year, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest entered twice into the Holy of Holies with a bowl of blood (once for his own sins and once for the sins of the people) (Hebrews 9:7). He sprinkled the blood on the Mercy Seat. God's righteousness and justice were satisfied.

10. Because of propitiation, or satisfaction of His holy character, God is free to love the believer.

11. The Mercy Seat represented propitiation with emphasis on the person of Jesus Christ, our own great High Priest.

12. "Mercy Seat" in Hebrews 9:5 has the same concept as the word propitiation (Gk. hilasterion) in Romans 3:25.

13. Propitiation is used to express the true and perfect love of God for all believers regardless of their status (1John 4:10).

14. Propitiation is used to relate the person of Christ and the "covering" of God's character (Romans 3:25).

SALVATION – IMPUTATION

1. Abraham is the pattern of imputation of divine righteousness. (Genesis 15:6)

2. Divine righteousness is imputed only on the basis of faith in Christ. (Romans 3:22)

3. Many Gentiles of Old Testament times found God's righteousness by believing in Christ while many Jews, relying on the Law, missed imputation. (Romans 9:30-33)

4. Imputation is the basis of Justification. (Romans 4:22, 5:1)

5. Imputation encourages faith in Christ. (Romans 4:24, 25)

6. Imputation is based on the work of Christ on the Cross. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

SALVATION – RECONCILIATION

1. Reconciliation is the removal of the barrier between God and man, or peace between God and man. While redemption is sinward and propitiation is Godward, reconciliation is manward. (2 Corinthians 5:18, Ephesians 2:16, Colossians 1:20, 21)

2. Reconciliation and the blood of Christ.

a) The blood of Christ is a synonym for the saving work of Christ on the Cross and the basis for reconciliation. (Colossians 1:20)

b) Hence the work of the Cross is associated with reconciliation. (Ephesians 2:16)

3. Reconciliation and Mankind: mankind is regarded as the enemy of God, and needs to be reconciled to God  (Romans 5:10, Colossians 1:2 1)

4. Peace, a synonym for reconciliation, reconciliation finds man the enemy of God, but the saving work of Christ on the Cross gives peace between God and man. (Ephesians 2:14 cf. 2:16 cf. Colossians 1:20)

5. Reconciliation portrayed in the Levitical Offerings:  the peace offering of Leviticus 3 depicts reconciliation or Christ's removing the barrier between God and man. (Leviticus 7:11-38, 8:15)

6. Application of reconciliation to the Church Age believer:  every member of the Body of Christ is an ambassador representing Christ on earth. Therefore each member of the Body of Christ has the ministry of reconciliation. (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)

7. The prophecy of reconciliation. (Isaiah 57:19)

8. The means of reconciliation - the removal of the barrier:

a) Sin removed by unlimited atonement. (2 Corinthians 5:14, 15, 18, 1 Timothy 2:6, 4:10, Titus 2:11, Hebrews 2:9, 1 John 2:2)

b) Penalty of Sin removed by expiation. (Psalm 22:1-6, Colossians 2:14)

c) Problem of physical birth removed by regeneration. (John 3:1-18, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:23)

d) Relative righteousness removed by imputation. (Romans 3:22, 9:30, 10:10, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9, Hebrews 10:14) and justification (Romans 4:1-5, 4:25, 5:1, 8:29, 30, Galatians 2:16, Titus 3:7)

9. The barrier of God's perfect character removed by propitiation. (Romans 3:22-26, 1 John 2:1, 2)

10. Problem of position in Adam removed by positional sanctification. (1 Corinthians 15:22, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 1:3-6)

SALVATION – REDEMPTION

1. Redemption is the work of the Lord Jesus Christ towards sin. The implications of the Greek words (lutron, lutrosis, apolutrosis, antilutrosis) is ransom, redeem, pay money to set a slave free, pay a price, or (exagorazo) purchase from the slave market (of sin). 

2. The principle of redemption is found in (John 8:31-36).
3. The Lord paid the price for us, redeeming us from the slave market of sin by his perfect sacrifice for sin on the cross. Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 2:14. 

4. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only qualified redeemer. Through His virgin birth he has no inherited Old Sin Nature, by His perfect life He had no acquired sin or sin nature, and through His hypostatic union He is equal with both parties: God and man. Isaiah 53:9, John 8:46, 19:4, 2Corinthians 5:21, Hebrews 1:3,4:15,7,25,28, 1 Timothy 3:16. 

5. In the Old Testament redemption was taught by means of the shed blood of an animal sacrifice. Hebrews 9:22, Job 5:19,25,26. 

6. Blood was the purchase price for redemption. Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18,19. The blood of Christ relates this work of redemption to that which was pictured in these Old Testament sacrifices. 2 Corinthians 5:21. 

7. The soul of the believer not the body is redeemed. Psalm 34:22, Matthew 8:17.

8. Redemption removes the demands of the Old Testament Law. Galatians 3:13,10, 4:4-6.

9. Redemption is a doctrine which the believer can apply in times of pressure and catastrophe (Job 19:25,26), thereby finding both blessing and happiness.

10. Redemption results in adoption (Gal 4:4-6).

11. Redemption provides the basis for the believer's eternal inheritance (Heb 9:15).

12. The blood of Christ is the ransom money or the purchase price of redemption (Eph 1:7; Col 1:14; 1 Peter 1:13,19; 1 John 1:7).

13. Redemption includes forgiveness of sin (Heb 9:22).

14. Redemption provides the basis of justification and immediate cleansing at salvation (Rom 3:24).

15. Redemption is the basis of our cleansing from sin during our Christian walk. (Lev 4:5; 6:1-6; 1 John 1:7,9).

SIN – FALL OF MAN

1. The fall of man is given in Genesis 3.

2. Man having been given free will yielded to temptation and thus transgressed the commandment of God (Genesis 2:16, 17, Genesis 3:1-8).

3. Through their disobedience they fell from the state of innocence and sinlessness.

4. The result of the fall is universal sin which is transferred to members of the human race by physical birth so that all human beings are conceived and born in sin (Psalm 51:5, John 3:6, Romans 5:12).  The sinful nature comes through the male.

5. Death: spiritual and temporal, is the consequence of sin.

6. Suffering connected with sin is given for both man and woman in Genesis 3:16-19.  It also affected the environment (Romans 8:20-22).

7. The first gospel message is given in Genesis 3:15.

8. Adam is related to humanity as the author of sin and death, whilst Christ is the author of righteousness and life (Romans 5:12-21, 1Corinthians 15:21,22, 45-49). 

[26]  Isaiah 53: 6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way. And the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

All mankind is in sin, and all are in need of a Saviour, and the good news of Christ is that he is the Saviour of us all, with his sacrifice being for all mankind, as you have seen in the study of the Atonement above. We are all like foolish sheep, we have all wandered off the path of life that the Lord has for us, and the glorious truth is that he seeks us and finds us all with the free offer of salvation. The work of salvation is done by Christ who takes upon himself the sins of us all! Psalms 119:176, Matthew 18:12-14, Luke 15:3-10, Romans 3:10-26, 1 Peter 2:25. 

The parable of the Prodigal Son also reflects this truth. Luke 15:11-32. The work of the Holy Spirit is the Lord’s work to find and convict the lost. John 16:8-11.  As pastors of the Lord Jesus Christ, and teachers of his glorious Word, we have a solemn responsibility to preach the truth about sin and man’s need for salvation. If we fail to warn people of the consequences of ignoring God we are held responsible. Ezekiel 3:15-19, James 5:19-20, Jude 22-23.

HOLY SPIRIT – EFFECTIVE CALLING

1. Drawing (gk. elkuo) means to draw, lead or impel. In this case the drawing or calling is in love. All the elect will freely respond to the work of the Holy Spirit. The drawing provides the motive to respond.

2.  All people are called to repent, but only the elect are drawn. (John 3:16, 36 , 12:32 16:8-11, 1 John 2:2)

3.  Believers, Called Ones, Elect, are all names for the same person. God calls, the Holy Spirit works, we simply respond to the call of Love. (Jeremiah 31:3, John 3:16)

4.  The calling provides the motivation for the expression of love in the unbeliever who is positive towards salvation. (Philippians 2:13)

5.  God can thereby give His gift of salvation to the elect. (John 1:13, Romans 9:16 Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5-6)

6.  God therefore gets the glory for His work, we get the benefits (Jude 24-25)

(a) God planned it in eternity past.

(b) God provides it at the cross.

(c) God prepares for it in the life by conviction.

(d) God provides the motivation to accept the offer.

(e) God gives the gift of salvation to the elect.

(f) God gives the Holy Spirit to the new believer.

(g) God has prepared a new body for the believer.

HOLY SPIRIT – MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

1. TO THE UNBELIEVER

a) RESTRAINING (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

If unbelievers were unrestrained in the Church Age the one world system which Satan is trying to establish would come. After the rapture of the Church it will come.

b) CONVICTING (John 16:7-11)

i) Sin - the barrier which remains in unbelief.

ii) Righteousness - God is totally righteous, man is only relatively righteous and needs God's righteousness for salvation.

iii) Judgement - Satan and all unbelievers are judged.

c) REGENERATION (John 3:5)

Man without the spirit cannot understand spiritual things. The Gospel is spiritual, the Holy Spirit makes the gospel a reality to the unbeliever when one believes and is "born again" or regenerated. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

2. TO THE BELIEVER AT SALVATION

a) Regeneration (John 3:1-16, Titus 3:5)

b) Baptism (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5) We are baptized into union with Jesus Christ and become part of the body of Christ.  This is not to be confused with the Filling of the Holy Spirit.

c) Indwelling (Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20) From salvation on the believer is indwelt by the Spirit.

d) Sealing (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30). This ministry relates to your future with God, the guarantee of eternal security.

e) Distribution of spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:11) Each believer receives a spiritual gift at the point of salvation in order to function in the body of Christ.

3. TO THE BELIEVER AFTER SALVATION (Spirituality)

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit after salvation is the means by which we live the Christian life ordained by God (Ephesians 2:10, 5:18)

a) The Filling of the Holy Spirit (spirituality through confession of sin and surrender of the life). (1 John 1:9 Ephesians 5:18)

b) The character of Jesus Christ is produced by the believer when he is filled with the Spirit. (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23)

c) Glorification of Christ (John 7:39, 16:14, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

d) Fulfilment of the Law. (Romans 8:2-4)

HOLY SPIRIT OPERATION

This contrasts the different ways in which the Holy Spirit works in different circumstances and location. The locations under examination are Antioch and lconium.  It clearly shows that the outworking of the Holy Spirit varies from place to place. (Acts 15:22-35) (Antioch) (Acts 14.1-7) (Iconium)

1. In Antioch there was preaching only.  At Iconium there was preaching and miracles.

2. Believers cannot base a system of procedures on one successful operation.

3. Because the Holy Spirit permitted miracles in Iconium it does not follow that there will be miracles everywhere.

4. The same success was obtained at Antioch by the preaching and teaching of the word without miracles.

5. The ministry of the believer must be related to the Holy Spirit.  Such a ministry may be communicated by doctrine or verbally and may or may not contain accompanying supernatural phenomena.

6. The believer cannot compel the Holy Spirit to a type of procedure as at Iconium such as the tongues and healing that was used in the ancient world.  Because God permitted these things in the past it does not follow that they will be used in the present.

7. The demand for healing miracles and tongues is tantamount to dictating to God and this places the believer in opposition to the plan of God.

8. Miracles were always used to focus attention on the message from the word and were never used as a sign of spirituality and power:

(i) The message and not the miracles was always the important factor.

(ii) Emphasising miracles we either detract from the message or have no message at all.  The Holy Spirit always emphasises the message.

(iii) Today emphasis on miracles, tongues and healing obscures the issue of God's Word.

[27] Psalm 22: 7  All they that see Him laugh Him to scorn; they shoot out their lips, and shake their heads, saying:

Laugh me to scorn:  The word that covers this expression is laag, which means to mock, deride or ridicule.  The attitude of Shimei is an illustration of such behaviour toward David (2 Samuel 16:5-13), and in Matthew 27:39 the word ‘reviled’ blasphemeo to speak reproachfully, rail at, revile, calumniate, blaspheme, is the attitude of those who passed by Golgotha at Christ’s crucifixion.  It is only necessary to read this passage from Matthew to see just how completely verses 7-8 were fulfilled in the case of Christ Jesus. 

They shoot out the lip:  The Hebrew word patar means to separate, burst through, open and is used here in he sense of the lips wide open in derision and scorn.  Job suffered much the same experience, “They have gaped upon me with their mouth; they have smitten me upon the cheek reproachfully; they have gathered themselves together against me” (Job 16:10).  Both Job and David use poetic language to illustrate the contemptuous denunciation by their critics, but Matthew, Mark and Luke use plain speech to reveal the murderous hatred of those who crucified Christ Jesus (Matthew 27:39-40; Mark 15:29-30; Luke 23:35-39). 

They shake the head:  A silent gesture of contempt and disapproval. See Matthew 27:39, “Wagging their heads.”

[28] Psalm 22: 8  He trusted in God that He would deliver Him; let Him deliver Him, if He delight in Him.

As applied to David, a statement such as this, and made in such a manner, is a contemptuous and complete denial of God’s providence in his life.  This statement, He trusted on the LORD, shows that these people had knowledge of David’s religious beliefs, and by their use of the title LORD, a good understanding of the Jewish religion.  It was a comment aimed directly at David and his professed faith in Jehovah, yet in their continued rejection of God’s anointed king they showed themselves to be in contempt of his God.  

The Holy Spirit anointed the Lord Jesus, and John testified to that anointing (Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22 see also Luke 4:18; Acts 4:27; Acts 10:38).  It was this anointing that gave witness to Jesus being the Messiah or Christ, and anointed to be King over Israel, yet after three years proclaiming the Kingdom and proving his calling (Mark 6:2; Luke 19:37; John 10:25; John 10:37-38), he was utterly rejected by the people, even to the point of callous ridicule and contempt.  

It seems incredible that the chief priests, the scribes and the elders of Israel should use these exact words against him without recognizing their part in the fulfilment of this prophecy. “Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, “He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him.  He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God” Matthew 27: 41-43.   

But since they had rejected the Baptist’s call to repentance it was inevitable they would also reject his testimony; his testimony to Jesus being the Messiah/Christ.  Their self-righteous and arrogant pride continued to blind them to Jesus’ own teachings and the mighty works that he performed, and in the end caused them to have these hateful thoughts and utter these blasphemous words. 

[29]. Psalm 69: 20  Thy rebuke hath broken His heart: He is full of heaviness. He looked for some to have pity on Him, but there was no man, neither found He any to comfort him.

These verses may be applied to both David’s experiences and to the Lord Jesus in His earthly ministry. This is an encouragement to us all, for we can often feel great abuse and pressure from evil men and women. They may reproach us for our faith, and insult and abuse us for our moral stand. They may shame us by lies and assaults, and bring us to the place of dishonour before our peers by devious means. 
John works for the Medical Council of New Zealand at times, counselling doctors who have been on the receiving end of abusiveness or stress/trauma. He has worked with several doctors who were “set up” by drug addict patients and then lied about by these evil people. 

In one case the doctor was struck from the register for a year as a result. The evil was well hatched and executed by the drug addicts and the doctor was “punished” by them for not prescribing drugs to them. This man was dishonoured by the evil servants of Satan and had to humbly walk through the next year attending courses and re-entering his profession only after that year. At times innocent people are abused and dishonoured by the lies of evil men or women. If we face this, the prayer of David and our Lord is our refuge and our salvation.

The heart may be broken by the assaults of our past friends upon us. Think of the Lord’s broken heart here, and remember that the abuse He received from evil men and women was being received as He was paying for their very sins upon the Cross. As He died He faced the mockery of the very people He was dying for. The people He paid the price of sin for were the worst insulters of His holy name. 

There is great distress and depression upon the Lord as He goes to the Cross. It is a triumph, but it is the greatest suffering every known by any man at any time in history, for it was 100% undeserved. There was no pity in the eyes of anyone by the Cross. The Romans did their worst, as they always did at crucifixions. Only the death of the Lord makes the centurion think again. Matthew 27:54. There were none to comfort the Lord, but our challenge is to be the comforters to the needy and persecuted. Matthew 25:34-46.

[30]. Lamentations 1: 12  Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto His sorrow.

This section starts with a poignant question, as the city looks on at its sorrow in a personified way. It cries out to those who would pass by, asking if the destruction that has befallen it means anything to them. The question is almost heart wrenching, calling out for sympathy from those who might see the devastation that has occurred. 
The situation is made even more challenging by the fact that it is the day of the Lord’s fierce anger, thus recognising that what has occurred is a judgement from God. There is no sorrow that can compare to that felt by one under God’s judgement. Special mercies from God that become ignored or abused call for discipline from God. 

[31]. Isaiah 53: 8 - He was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgressions of Thy people was He stricken.

Philip the evangelist quotes from this passage, reading to the Ethiopian Eunuch from the man’s Septuagint version of Isaiah 53:7-8, and Philip directly applies this scripture to all the others that speak of Christ in Isaiah and introduces the man to the Saviour. Acts 8:27-39. He was arrested, held imprisoned by the religious authorities, and “cut off” exactly as Daniel had prophesied he would be. Daniel 9:26, John 11:49-52. 

The prophet Isaiah speaks directly for the Lord regarding the death of the Lord; that it was for, and because of the transgressions of his people that he died. They pierced their own Messiah. Zechariah 12:10. The “desolations” that are upon Israel since they rejected their Messiah will be over one day, as they face their national and individual sins, as we have seen in previous chapters. Daniel 9:27ff, Zechariah 12:11-13:9. One third of Israel will be saved through the Great Tribulation, whereas only a small remnant, less than 1%, was saved after his first advent.
[E] HIS TRIUMPH – 32-44

32. Psalm 16: 10  But Thou didst not leave His soul in hell; nor didst Thou suffer Thy Holy One to see corruption.

In the previous verse we saw the pinnacle of David’s faith, the hope of physical resurrection.  David’s beliefs gave him hope and that hope was based on the fact stated here, “For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell”.  When we look at this in conjunction with verse 9, it would appear that David’s reference to my soul concerns the immortal part of man not the flesh, which ‘rests in hope’.  This is a definitive statement that the immortal part of David (his soul) would not be left in hell, but being eternal would return to its Creator. 
David’s ‘hope’ of resurrection was also strengthened by the fact that the soul of ‘thine Holy One’ the fruit of his loins, the one who will sit on his throne forever  Acts 2: 31  would not only ‘not be left in hell’, but would not even experience corruption of the body.  It is clear from this verse that David understood the promise given to him by the mouth of Nathan the prophet 2 Samuel 7:11-16 to be a reference to Messiah and a direct promise of his bodily resurrection, in which there was an inherent hope for David’s own resurrection. 2 Samuel 7:11-16; 1 Chronicles 17:11-15 cf. Psalm 89:3-4. 

In John 11 we see that Lazarus had seen corruption; his body had lain for four days in the grave and now it had started to break down, to putrefy (he stinketh vs. 39).  Christ lay in the grave but three days and did not ‘see corruption’.)

Thy Holy One is from chasiyd, meaning faithful, kind, godly, holy one, saint, pious and in any other situation could refer to many such people.  David refers to one such person and though it might have been self-appraisal, the fact that the Holy Spirit adapted it to the Saviour in Mark 1:24, Luke 4:34 and Acts 3:14, and Peter, in his inspired address of Acts 2:30-31, asserts it to be a prophetic statement of David’s regarding Christ, we can assume David was referring to Messiah.

HELL AND HADES

1. HELL is from the Greek GEHENNA. This was a place where children were burned as offerings to Molech. (2 Chronicles 33:6, Jeremiah 7:31). Molech was a huge idol with outstretched paws on which the children were tied prior to being burnt to death.

2. HELL is the same as the Lake of Fire where the lost spend eternity. (Revelation 19:20, 20:10)

3. Hades (Gk) in the New Testament is often translated HELL. SHEOL (Heb) is the Old Testament equivalent. Hades and Sheol are in the centre of the earth, cf. Saul, Samuel (from Paradise or Abraham's Bosom) and the Witch of Endor. (1 Samuel 28:7-19) Hades or Sheol is the place of the souls and spirits of people who died while awaiting the resurrection. Hades is also the place of imprisonment of a certain group of angels - TARTARUS.

4. HADES is divided into three sections, one section being divided from the other two by a "Great Gulf' Fixed". (Luke 16:19-31)

It should be noted that the story of Lazarus is a true story, and not a parable, because it mentions proper names (Lazarus) and a geographical location - Hades.)

a) Abraham's Bosom or Paradise - The abode of the saved until the ascension of Jesus Christ. The Lord said to the repentant thief - "This day shall thou be with me in Paradise. (Luke 23:43)

b) Torments - The abode of the unsaved, reserved until the last judgement at the end of the millennium. This is a place of great sorrow and suffering. (Revelation 20:13)

c) Tartarus - The prison of fallen angels who kept not their first estate. These are fallen angels from Genesis 6. This is a place of imprisonment (2 Peter 2:4)

5. Since the ascension of Christ - Paradise has been empty, with the saved being transferred to the Third Heaven. (2 Corinthians 12:1-4, Ephesians 4:7-10)

6. Those who die now as believers go directly to the Third Heaven ("at home with the Lord"), with soul and spirit but no resurrection body. (2 Corinthians 5:8)

7. Those in Hades (Torments) will be brought before the Great White Throne after which they will be thrown into the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:13-15). This is the Last Judgement.

8. Hades is in the heart of the earth. (Matthew 12:40; 1 Samuel 28:7-15)

9. There are no degrees of punishment in the Lake of Fire.

a) Degrees of punishment tend to deny the literal lake of fire. Nothing to indicate the temperature of the lake of fire is not constant.

b) Degrees of punishment is contrary to the doctrine of unlimited atonement. Christ died for every sin that has ever been committed. Man is not judged on the basis of his sins but human good. (Revelation 20:11-15)

c) Degrees of punishment destroys the principle of salvation. Its concept is that one rejecter of grace gets less fire than another rejecter of grace. The unsaved are unsaved because they reject grace.

d) Degrees of punishment is based on the theory that for a thesis there is an antithesis and when they come together you have synthesis (the Hegelian fallacy).

e) False concept:- One person commits a bad sin, one person performs a marvellous good work. Obviously there must be different degrees of punishment in eternity.

SOUL AND HUMAN SPIRIT

1.  The real person is in the soul (Genesis 2:7), the body is merely a house for the soul (2 Corinthians 5:1-4).

2.  The soul and the spirit are separate (Hebrews 4:12).

3.  In creation, Adam received soul and spirit (Genesis 2:7).

4.  It is the soul that is saved, not the body (Romans 5:12, Psalm 19:7, 34:22, Mark 8:36,37, Hebrews 10:39, 1Peter 1:9).

5.  The unbeliever has body and soul only (1 Corinthians 2:14).

a) The unbeliever does not have an activated spirit (1 Corinthians 2:14, Jude 19).

b) The Holy Spirit acts as the regenerator of the human spirit (Genesis 6:3, John 16:8-11, 1 Corinthians 2:14-16).

c) At the point of salvation the human spirit is activated.

6.  The believer has body, soul and spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

a) The believer has an activated spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

b) The human spirit deals with spiritual understanding.

c) He understands spiritual phenomena (1 Corinthians 2:14).

d) The believer grows in grace and knowledge (Ephesians 3:16-19).

7.  Characteristics of the Soul

a) Deals with human understanding.

b) Self awareness (Genesis 35:18, 1 Kings 17:21) - either focus on Christ, or on self (either pride or self-pity).

c) Thinking (Luke 12:19) - either divine viewpoint, or human viewpoint.

d) Freewill (Acts 3:23) - either obedient to God's will, or self will.

e) Emotions (Song of Solomon 1:7, Luke 12:19, 2 Peter 2:8) - either controlled, or pleasing self.

f) Conscience (Acts 24:16, Romans 2:15, 9:1,2) - either God's standards, or (either lawlessness or self-righteousness).

g) Sin nature (Leviticus 5:1, Psalm 58:2-5, Ezekiel 18:4, Matthew 15:19) - either controlled, or in control.

h) Departs from body at death (Job 27:8, Psalm 16:10, 2 Corinthians 5:8).

i) Area of love (1 Samuel 18:1).

j) Area of misery (Psalm 6:3, 106:15, 119:25,28,81).

[33] Psalm 24: 7-10  Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of Glory shall come in. Who is this King of Glory? The Lord strong and mighty, The Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of Glory shall come in. Who is this King of Glory? The Lord of Hosts, He is the King of Glory.

Barnes informs us that “In some of the old ruins of castles in Palestine there are still to be seen deep grooves in the “posts” of the gateway, showing that the door did not open and shut, but that it was drawn up or let down.”  Gill writes: “This may be a reference to something like a portcullis (a large and heavy grid), which hangs by pullies above the gate, and can be let down at any time so as to prevent the gate from being forced.”  Such an arrangement would have the advantage of rapid closure, for they could literally be ‘dropped’ shut in times of emergency.  If this were the case then they would have to be ‘lifted up’ to allow entry, something that is suggested in this phrase.

Everlasting doors: Gill continues, “In the case to which the psalmist refers, the portcullis is down, and the persons preceding the ark order it to be raised.  When it is lifted up, and appears above the head or top of the gate, then the folding doors are addressed: “Be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors”.  

The Psalmist seems to command the gates themselves to ‘lift up their heads’, commands them to see the significance of the occasion and acknowledge the honour being bestowed upon the city, and to open to the King of glory. The King of glory is Creator of all things and therefore all things, animate and inanimate, should, and will recognize and revere him.  See Isaiah 14:8, Isaiah 35:1, Isaiah 35:2, Isaiah 42:10, Isaiah 42:11, Isaiah 44:23, Isaiah 49:13; Psalm 65:13, Psalm 96:11-13, Psalm 98:7-9; Psalm 148:4-13. 
However in keeping with the ceremonial tone of the psalm, it is almost certainly a command to those within, to open the gates, for if they do so the King of glory will certainly enter. 

Who is this King of glory?  This is a question in response to the appeal “Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.”  The keepers of the gate want to know who it is who claims to be the King of glory, which would be a perfectly normal request at the approach of a large group of people. The reply, The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle would have been immediately understood, for Lord is the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, the God of Abraham of Isaac and of Jacob (Exodus 3:15). 

In the phrases Strong and mighty… mighty in battle the psalmist sees the Lord as one who destroyed Israel’s enemies.  Indeed the history of the Jewish race is centred upon the destruction of Egypt and her power over them, and the defeat of all who opposed Israel’s entrance into the Promised Land, therefore this description of Jehovah would be readily understood by all Jews.

There seems to be no good reason for repeating the request except for poetic rhythm and opportunity to describe, in greater depth, the glory of this King.  The first request may have been to the gates (the portcullis as described in the notes at vs.7), the second to the doors themselves with the questions and answers giving rhythm to the ceremony as the gates and doors were opened in turn.  

Who is this King of glory?  The Lord of hosts – tsaba, an organised mass, whether it consists of persons (Exodus 12:41), angels (1Kings 22:19; 2Chronicles 18:18; Psalm 103:21), or stars (Jeremiah 33:22; Isaiah 40:26), it is the Lord who marshals them to do his will.  It is the Lord of creation who is the Lord of glory.

It can then be presumed the gates and doors were opened and the Ark of the Covenant taken into the city and set in its appointed place.   The psalm is now seen to have a natural setting to its vision of the eternal God coming down to dwell among men and because that is relevant to all ages, the fulfilment of Psalm 24 may be seen in Matthew 25:31; Titus 2:13 and Revelation 3:21.  

[34] Hebrews 1: 5  Unto which of the angels said He at any time: "Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten Thee?"

[35] Hebrews 1: 6 Let all the angels of God worship Him.

To underline this lordship and rulership of all things the writer asks the question; to which of the angels has God the Father ever said, “You are my Son”? This follows the same sort of question in verse four where he asks, to which of the angels has God the Father ever said, sit down at my right hand?       

The answer to both questions is of course is, to none, for that place and position was the Lord’s alone. There is only one Saviour and Lord of all and it is the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the central person of history for he is both creator and controller of time itself, as the writer has already identified in verses two through four.  He will go on through the next ten verses to quote seven passages from the Old Testament which prophetically, before the Cross/Resurrection, pointed out that Messiah was superior to angels.

The phrase, “this day I have begotten you”, was to cause great problems throughout early church history, for the heretics of that day, through to our own, argued that this meant the Lord was not equal to the Father, but was a created servant and therefore inferior to the Father, while being superior to angels and men. What does this passage mean?    

Note first the perfect tense in the Greek, indicating an act at one point in time, with results that go on forever. Then look at the word, “today”, this refers to the moment of victory not the crib in the manger. The concept of both “begotten” and “Son” (sonship) refer to his heirship not his being born as humanity. It is his position in heaven now that is the writer’s focus in this letter, and what led to that. The virgin birth and his taking on humanity will be mentioned in verse six, but his rulership stems from his victory in the Angelic Conflict and that is the “day” when he is declared the exulted and ruling Son.

There is a good word study in looking up every reference to the Lord as a “Son”, for there are many verses that refer to the Lord as Son. In the world of Jesus day there was a distinction made between a humanly born Son and the Son as Heir of all things, and a father would often wait until his natural son had proved himself worthy to rule over the house before formally adopting him as his son and heir.   

In Roman days the ceremony for this was called “Toga Virilis”.  The Lord is “Son of David”, and “Son of Man”, by his human birth to the Virgin Mary, by obedience in baptism the Father calls him, “Beloved Son”, through his ministry he is called the “Son of God”, but it is by victory in the Angelic Conflict, through the Cross, Resurrection, and Ascension that he enters heaven and becomes the exulted Son, the Heir of all things, the ruling Son at the right hand of the Father. The writer looks at this as the day of His exultation. 

The next phrase is equally important for us to bow our knees before. We are on “Holy Ground” here, and are at best scratching the surface of meaning and significance of these things, that will only be fully known in heaven itself where, freed from the shackles of time and space ourselves, we can see as clearly as the Lord does. The Lord was the true Son of the Father, in that he took the role assigned to him in perfect obedience and fulfilled it perfectly.   

In verse 6 we come to more comfortable ground for us, to the “Christmas” event, the incarnation. When he was born as man to the Virgin Mary the angels were there and they worshipped him; even before his victory on the Cross and over death at the empty tomb, they worshipped Him. Even before his victory the angels recognised the one who was born to be King of Kings.
If they worshipped him as the baby in the manger, how much more will they worship him as the heir of all things? By starting at heaven and working back to earth the writer has underlined the superiority of the Lord over angels powerfully, and reminded us that we need to look up more often ourselves, and remember that we serve a  risen Lord, who sits in the place of power.

CHRIST – FIRSTBORN

1. He is the firstborn of all Creation - Colossians 1:15, John 1:18, 1 John 4:12

2. He is called the firstborn of Mary. As such he is the elder of the household and as He is descended from David through both of His genealogies he inherits the kingdom of David. Through Mary He has his title as Messiah - Matthew 1:25, Luke 2:7 

3. The Lord is the firstborn of the Royal Family of God - Romans 8:29 

4. He is the firstborn in resurrection, He is the first to be raised from the dead - Colossians 1:18, Hebrews 1:5,6 

5. He is the first fruits of resurrection. - 1 Corinthians 15:20-23

6. The church is called the assembly of the firstborn. - Hebrews 12:23

[36] Psalm 68: 18 - Thou art gone up on high; Thou hast led captivity captive, and received gifts for men; yea, even from Thine enemies, that the Lord God might dwell among them.

This is a clear reference to the Lord’s victory over sin, death, and finally over Satan himself, the author of sin and death. David here prophetically sees the Lord in His glory in total victory over the enemy of mankind. This is also trumpeted in Psalms 24, 47, 110, and other places. Paul takes this passage up and sees it as a reference to the victory of the Lord at the Cross and in the Empty Tomb. Ephesians 4:8-10, Colossians 2:14-15, Hebrews 8:1, 1 Peter 3:21-22. The Lord gained victory at the Cross and proclaimed it through the resurrection, and by means of this victory He has given great spiritual gifts to saved men and women. 

We have received more spiritual gifts in this age than at any time in history to date. Over thirty four things have been received by believers at salvation, and many are not even aware of these things. Even the rebellious have received the gifts of God in grace to challenge them and move them to repentance. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, 1 Timothy 1:12-17, Titus 3:3-7. God truly “loads” us with blessings in time and eternity.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION

Listed below are the 34 things God provides for every believer at the point of salvation.

1. In the eternal plan of God. (Sharing the destiny of Christ)

a) Foreknown (Acts 2:23, Romans 8:29, 1 Peter 1:2)

b) Elect (Romans 8:33, Colossians 3:12, 1 Thessalonians 1:4, Titus 1:1

c) Predestined (Romans 8:29, 30, Ephesians 1:5, 11)

d) Chosen (Matthew 22:14, 1 Peter 2:4)

e) Called (1 Thessalonians 5:24)

2. Reconciled

a) By God (2 Corinthians 5:18, 19, Colossians 1:20)

b) To God. (Romans 5:10, 2 Corinthians 5:20, Ephesians 2:14-17)

3. Redeemed (Romans 3:24, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18)

4. Condemnation removed. (John 3:18, 5:24, Romans 8:1)

5. Under Grace instead of judgement; God is satisfied with the death of His Son. (Romans 3:24-26, 1 John 2:2)

6. All sins judged by the death of Christ. (Romans 4:25, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 2:24)

7. Dead to old life - alive to God.

a) Crucified with Christ. (Romans 6:6, Galatians 2:20)

b) Dead with Christ. (Romans 6:8, Colossians 3:3, 1 Peter 2:24)

c) Buried with him. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 2:12)

d) Raised with Christ. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 3:1)

8. Free from the law.

a) Dead. (Romans 7:4)

b) Delivered. (Romans 6:14, 7:6, 2 Corinthians 3:11, Galatians 3:25)

9. Regenerated. (John 13:10, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:5)

a) Born again. (John 3:7, 1 Peter 1:23)

b) Children of God. (Galatians 3:26)

c) Sons of God. (John 1:12, 2 Corinthians 6:18, 1 John 3:2)

d) A new creation. (2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15, Ephesians 2:10)

10. Adopted. (Romans 8:15, 8:23 (future) Ephesians 1:5)

11. Acceptable to God. (Ephesians 1:6, 1 Peter 2:5)

a) Made righteous (Romans 3:22, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9)

b) Sanctified positionally. (1 Corinthians 1:30, 6:11)

c) Perfected forever. (Hebrews 10:14)

d) Made meet (qualified) (Colossians 1:12)

12. Justified (declared righteous). (Romans 3:24, 5:1, 5:9, 8:30, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:7)

13. Forgiven all trespasses. (Ephesians 1:7, 4:32, Colossians 1:14, 2:13, 3:13)

14. Made nigh. (Heavenly citizenship based on reconciliation) (Luke 10:20, Ephesians 2:13, 19)

15. Delivered from the kingdom of Satan. (Colossians 1:13, 2:15)

16. Transferred into God's kingdom. (Colossians 1:13)

17. On a secure foundation. (1 Corinthians 3:11, 10:4, Ephesians 2:20)

18. A gift from God the Father to Christ. (John 10:29, 17:2, 6, 9, 11, 12, 24)

19. Delivered from the power of the sin nature. (Romans 2:29, Colossians 2:11)

20. Appointed priests unto God.

a) Holy priesthood. (1 Peter 2:5)

b) Royal priesthood. (1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:6)

21. Under the care of God as a chosen generation and a peculiar people. (Titus 2:14, 1 Peter 2:9)

22. Given access to God. (Romans 5:2, Ephesians 2:18, Hebrews 4:14, 16, 10:19, 20)

23. Within the "much more" care of God. (Romans 5:9, 10)

a) Objects of His love. (Ephesians 2:4, 5:2)

b) Objects of His grace.

i) For salvation. (Ephesians 2:8, 9)

ii) For keeping. (1 Peter 1:5)

iii) For service (John 17:18)

iv) For instruction (Titus 2:12)

c) Objects of His power. (Ephesians 1:19, Philippians 2:13)

d) Objects of His faithfulness. (Philippians 1:6, Hebrews 13:5,6)

e) Objects of His peace. (John 14:27)

f) Objects of His consolation. (2 Thessalonians 2:16)

g) Objects of His intercession. (Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:25)

24. God's inheritance (Possession). (Ephesians 1:18)

25. Beneficiaries of an inheritance as heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:17, Ephesians 1:14 Colossians 3:24, Hebrews 9:15, 1 Peter 1:4)

26. A new position. (Ephesians 2:6)

a) Partners with Christ in life. (Colossians 3:4)

b) Partners with Christ in service. (1 Corinthians 1:9)

c) Workers together with God. (1 Corinthians 3:9, 2 Corinthians 6:1)

d) Ministers of the New Testament. (2 Corinthians 3:6)

e) Ambassadors. (2 Corinthians 5:20)

f) Living epistles. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

g) Ministers of God. (2 Corinthians 6:4)

27. Recipients of eternal life. (John 3:15, 10:28, 20:31, 1 John 5:11, 12)

28. Members of the family and household of God. (Galatians 6:10, Ephesians 2:19)

29. Light in the Lord. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 Thessalonians 5:4)

30. United to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

a) In God. (1 Thessalonians 1:1) of "God in you" (Ephesians 4:6)

b) In Christ. (John 14:20 of "Christ in you" Colossians 1:27)

i) A member in His body. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

ii) A branch in the vine. (John 15:5)

iii) A stone in the building. (Ephesians 2:21, 22, 1 Peter 2:5)

iv) A sheep in the flock. (John 10:27-29)

v) A part of His bride. (Ephesians 5:25)

vi) A priest of the kingdom of priests. (1 Peter 2:9)

vii) A saint of the "new species". (2 Corinthians 5:17)

c) In the Spirit. (Romans 8:9) of "the Spirit in you"

31. Recipients of the ministries of the Holy Spirit.

a) Born of the Spirit. (John 3:6)

b) Baptised with the Spirit. (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13)

c) Indwelt by the Spirit. (John 7:39, Romans 5:5, 8:9, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19, Galatians 4:6, 1 John 3:24)

d) Sealed by the Spirit (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 4:30)

e) Given spiritual gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:11, 27-31, 13:1, 2)

32. Glorified. (Romans 8:30)

33. Complete in Him. (Colossians 2:10)

34. Possessors of every spiritual blessing provided in eternity past. (Ephesians 1:3)

CHRISTIAN LIFE – GIFTS: SPIRITUAL GIFTS

1. Three general passages which list spiritual gifts (Ephesians 4:11, 1 Corinthians 12:28-30, Romans 12:3-8).

2. The purpose of spiritual gifts is to serve and build up the church (Ephesians 4:8-13)

3. The gifts are given by the Holy Spirit at the point of salvation (1 Corinthians 12)

4. Some gifts were temporary (1 Corinthians 13:8-10) and others permanent (1 Corinthians 12:28 cf. 1 Corinthians 13:8)

5. A temporary gift was one used before the canon of scripture was completed. The purpose of temporary gifts was to function in the place of a completed canon of scripture. (1 Corinthians 13:8-10)

6. The operation of a spiritual gift depends entirely on the Filling of the Holy Spirit to be effective (Acts 2:4)

[37] Psalm 68: 11  The Lord gave the word; great was the company of the preachers.

When we are weary the Lord provides His plentiful rain of blessing into our soul and spirit. As a congregation of the Lord we dwell in the Lord’s presence and may enjoy His blessings as we walk close to Him. Psalms 74:1-2, 21-23. We dwell in the place of the blessing of the Lord when we walk in “Spirituality” rather than “Backslide” and fall into Carnality. 
God has prepared for us blessing, and that means He has prepared blessing for us from Eternity Past and that there is no shortage of provision, or power to deliver that provision. Deuteronomy 26:5-11, 32:7-14, 33:27-29. The Lord delivers His bounty to His people and underneath us all are the everlasting arms of the Creator-Saviour God.

The greatest bounty of the Lord is His revelation of salvation and the way of sanctification or spiritual growth. The revelation of scripture is the greatest bounty to mankind for in the scriptures we read of the character and plan of God and are able to bless and praise the Lord. It is the Bible itself which gives us our way of focusing our lives forward to serve the Lord in spirit and in truth. The Bible comes to us as a result of revelation received by men and women throughout history. 

In the Exodus period Moses and his sister Miriam receive revelation and sing songs of doctrine to the people. These songs are recorded and become Exodus 15. The people of the Exodus generation were challenged by prophetic words, by direct instruction and the revelation from Sinai itself. Their children were challenged by the written records of these things, as we are today. It is vital for all generations that believers receive the Lord’s revelation, in whatever form it comes to that generation, for only then do we have the truth as the Lord reveals it to us. 

The Word of God is the recorded truth of God, and our daily study of the Word opens the door to the will of God for us. Let us ensure we value the Word, but not as a treasured possession that is stored on the locked shelf; let us ensure we open it daily. The Bible came to us through the agency of believers who heard the Word in their spirit and recorded the truth through the filling of the Holy Spirit. 

This process of revelation and inspiration involved many different people through the centuries, each of whom was open to the Holy Spirit, and so the revelation to them was woven by the Spirit into the canon of Scripture that we now hold. Let us value it and utilise it 1 Timothy 4:1-13, 2 Timothy 3:12-14, 4:1-4.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – SPIRITUALITY-CARNALITY

1. All Christians have the Holy Spirit indwelling them.  When we allow Him to control our lives, we are said to be "filled with the Spirit" or "walking in the Spirit".

2. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be lost by

a) Grieving the Spirit - by sin

b) Quenching the Spirit - by not submitting to His leading

c) This is called being carnal, or controlled by the flesh, the old sin nature.

3. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be regained by 

a) Confessing sin (1 John 1:9)

b) Surrendering your life to God (Romans 12:1-2)

c) This is called being spiritual, or controlled by the Holy Spirit.

4. Only the Holy Spirit in us can produce good works acceptable to God - anything in our own strength is unacceptable (Romans 8:8-9, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15)

5. The spiritual believer

a) Imitates God (Ephesians 5:1, 1 John 3:9)

b) To glorify Christ (John 7:39, John 16:14)

c) Fulfils the Law (Romans 8:2-4, Romans 13:8).

6. In the Bible the human race is divided in three Categories:-

[a] Natural Man - A person born physically alive, but not regenerated. He may be highly sophisticated, civilised, gentle and kind, but is completely ignorant of any spiritual phenomena. (1 Corinthians 2:14) Equivalent to the cold person in the church in Laodicea.

[b] Carnal Man - A person regenerated or born again but living his life under the power of his old sin nature. Prolonged activity in this area produces a Christian who is still a baby. (1 Corinthians 3:1-4). Equivalent to the lukewarm person in the church of Laodicea.

[c] Spiritual Man - A person regenerated and living generally in the power of the Holy Spirit. He discerns the difference between the things of God and man. (1 Corinthians 2:11-13) He has fellowship with God in his daily life. (Ephesians 5:18-20) Equivalent to the hot person in the church of Laodicea.

7. Carnality

[a] The believer possesses an Old Sin Nature after salvation (1John 1:8, Romans 7:14,15).

[b]. The Old Sin Nature is desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9).

[c]. The believer under the control of the Old Sin Nature is called carnal (1Corinthians 3:1-3, Romans 7:14).

[d]. The Old Sin Nature frustrates bona fide production in the life of the believer (Romans 7:15).

[e]. The Old Sin Nature is acquired at the point of physical birth (Psalm 51:5).

[f]. We are therefore considered spiritually dead at the point of physical birth (Romans 5:12).

[g]. The Old Sin Nature has several facets:  areas of weakness produces sins, areas of strength produces human good. It has trends towards asceticism or lasciviousness. In many cases asceticism is considered to be spirituality.

[h] The Old Sin Nature is not found in the resurrection body.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – BACK-SLIDING AND RECOVERY

1. Definition - falling from the standard of living that the Lord calls us to and living at a lower level of belief, behaviour, and emotion. Living in a state of embarrassment at the gospel, thinking as an unbeliever would.

2. The Lord knows who are his, we don't. 2 Timothy 2:19. A backslider is out of fellowship, and may resemble an unbeliever in every way yet still be saved. They are like the prodigal son. Luke 15:3ff. These people are different (although they appear to be the same) to religious unbelievers. 2 Peter 2:1 -22,  Jude 4 -13, 18, 19, 22.

3. The Lord desires these people to be restored. Matthew 18:12 -14, Luke 15:3 -32. In the Old Testament this message is also clear. Hosea 4:14-19, 11:7, 8, 14:1-4, Jeremiah 2:19, 3:6, 8, 11, 12, 14, 22,  5:6, 8:5, 14:7,Jeremiah 31:22, 49:4.

4. Believers who are "offended' at the Word have failed to grow spiritually John 6:61 -63, Matthew 11:6, 1 Corinthians 10: 13, Matthew 13:21, Mark 4:17, John 16:1, Matthew 24:9, 10.

5. The disciples all were offended at the Lord at his death. Matthew 26:31, 33-35, cf. 67-75.

6. Falling from grace is another way of expressing backsliding. Colossians 1:23, Galatians 5:4, 2 Peter 3:17. It means to fall from a place where you stand for grace and adopt an inferior way of living the Christian way of life, like legalism.

7. God disciplines the backslider, but their eternal security is secure. Hebrews 12:5 -13, 16, 17, 1 Corinthians 3:12-15, 1 Peter 1:4, 5, 2 Timothy 2:11- 13, John 1:12, Ephesians 1:13.

8. The Lord is able to keep us from falling, although we can walk away from his provision by following our pride rather than his truth. Jude 24. 1 Corinthians 10:11 -14, 1 Timothy 3:6, 7.

9. At the end of the church age the Lord prophesied that there would be a time of almost total backsliding on the part of the organised church.2 Thessalonians 2:3, 1 Timothy 4:1- 6, 2 Timothy 4:3, 4.

10. The Lord warns all backsliders very directly in Revelation 2:5. No fruit for too long = sin unto death! John 15:1-5.

11. Backsliding and Recovery

Seven Steps Downwards

a) Trifling with Sin Romans 13:14

b) Yielding to Sin Romans 6:13

c) Habitually Serving Sin 2 Peter 2:8

d) Abandoning Ourselves to Sin Ephesians 4:19

e) Being Abandoned by God to Sin Romans 1:24,26,28

f) Encouraging Others to Sin Romans 1:32

g) Experiencing Hell on Earth James 3:6, 1 Timothy 5:6

Seven Steps Upwards

a) Resisting Sin in our Attitudes James 4:7

b) Overcoming Sin by Faith in Christ Galatians 5:16

c) Habitually being Victorious over Sin Romans 6:14, 1 John 5:4-5

d) Entering into the Secret of a Victorious Life Hid with Christ in God Romans 8:37, 2 Corinthians 2:14, Colossians 3:1-3

e) Being Taken by God into Deeper Fellowship 1 Timothy 1:12, 1 Corinthians 4:2

f) Delivering Others from Sin. Jude 22-23

g) Experiencing Heaven on Earth Jude 24-25, Philippians 4:6-7

ETERNITY PAST

1. Jesus Christ existed before the foundation of the world in glory with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit

(John 1:1-2; 17:5,24).

2. In eternity past the Godhead agreed to permit sin to become manifest in the world of men before being eliminated forever from the universe (Hebrews 9:26).

3. In eternity past the Son of God agreed to come to earth as a human being to destroy the works of the devil

(1 John 3:8).

4. In eternity past it was ordained that Christ would be slain for the ungodly (1 Peter 1:18-20; Hebrews 10:5-10).

5. In eternity past the world and stars were created by Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:10; Colossians 1:16).

6. Man was placed on the earth to be made "a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men (1Corinthians 4:9).

7. In eternity past believers were chosen in Christ (Ephesians 1:4). Christ is chosen, we share as believers his election.

8. In eternity past a book was written containing the names of those who would believe and survive the destruction of the universe (Philippians 4:3; Revelation 17:8; 20:15).

However, whilst God knew who would believe, he did not coerce human free will.

BIBLE – INSPIRATION

1. The principle of inspiration is found in (2 Timothy 3:16) "All Scripture is God breathed" Gk. THEO PNEUSTOS. 

The Holy Spirit communicated to the human authors God's complete plan (2 Samuel 23:2, 3, Isaiah 59:21, Jeremiah 1:9, Matthew 22:42, 43, Mark 12:36, Acts 4:24, 25, 28:25) 

The human authors of Scripture so wrote that in spite of their personalities, they were able to communicate God's plan with perfect accuracy in the language they wrote.

2. The origin of Scripture is beyond human viewpoint. (2 Peter 1:20, 21)

3. The Bible is the mind of Christ. (1 Corinthians 2:16) Therefore it is the absolute standard for believers. (Psalm 138:2) 

4. Precanon revelation from God occurred through the Holy Spirit. There was no written scripture until the time of Moses. (2 Samuel 23:2, Ezekiel 2:2, 8:3, 11:1, 24, Micah 3:8, Hebrews 3:7)

5. Four categories of Old Testament revelation:

a) The spoken word - thus saith the Lord. (Isaiah 6:9, 10, Acts 28:25)

b) Dreams. (Numbers 12:6, Genesis 15:12, 31:10-13, 31:24, Daniel 10:9) - whilst asleep.

c) Visions. (Isaiah 1:1, 6:1, 1 Kings 22:19) - whilst awake.

d) Angelic teaching. (Deuteronomy 33:2, Acts 7:53, Galatians 3:19, Psalm 68:17)

6. The extent of revelation:

a) The unknown past - the Bible portrays past historical details unknown to man apart from revelation. (Genesis 1-11). The accuracy of these historical facts is guaranteed by inspiration, e.g. Creation, Noah's Flood.

b) Ancient history - whilst the Bible is not a text book of history, all historical citations are accurate.

c) Objective law - the Old Testament contains many laws for both individuals and national life. These laws express perfectly the mind of God to those people to whom they are addressed.

d) Some portions of the Bible contain direct quotations from God. The doctrine of inspiration guarantees that such quotations are properly recorded exactly as God desired.

e) God uses the emotions, trials and triumphs of certain believers to declare His grace in devotional literature like the Psalms, Song of Solomon

f) Inspiration extends to the recording of falsehoods just as they were uttered. Satan Genesis 3:4

g) Inspiration guarantees the accuracy of all recorded prophecies.

[38] Isaiah 52: 7; How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things.

This verse is quoted in the book of Romans, in chapter 10:12-17. From this passage we get the idea of its application. The obedient feet of the Lord and his servant, the Gospel preacher, must continue to tread difficult paths, ignoring any opposition that is received from those who hate the message. Mark 13:9-10, 16:15-16, Acts 10:36-38, Ephesians 2:13-17.  

The most joyful announcement will be made when the Lord reigns in Jerusalem. Micah 4:7, Zechariah 9:9, Matthew 25:34. This is the culmination of every ministry, and the point of completion of the instruction the Lord gave in Jerusalem to “go into all the world”. The first apostles were sent out from Jerusalem, and as all roads led from there, so all roads lead back there at the end of the Great Tribulation period, after Jew and Gentile have completed their assigned tasks in evangelizing the lost of all nations.   

Romans 10: 15  And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

Jesus says “GO!” in Matthew 28:18-20, so we have all been technically sent out already, and this is backed up by John 20:21. Like young Samuel and Isaiah, we need to be keen to serve the Lord and ready to go to wherever we need to go to be obedient to the call of the Lord on our own life. 1 Samuel 3:1ff, Isaiah 6:8. 
The Holy Spirit will directly call each of us into ministry that is uniquely ours, but also the Church itself should have a part in the recognition of the Spirit’s work and the support and encouragement for each person as they respond and heed their call. 

The lover’s feet are seen and caressed as beautiful to the loved one, as Solomon records in Song of Songs 7:1, but the messenger of peace and the announcer of salvation is even more lovely, for their message is peace, prosperity and safety. It doesn’t matter who a person is if they are bringing good news; the ugliest person looks good when they say pleasant things that mean you are blessed. 
Gentiles were defiled as far as the orthodox was concerned, and so to consider any part of their body “beautiful” would be ridiculous, yet all understand that the messenger is beautiful because of their message and all of us ought to be this way through the message that the Lord has given to us to share with all people we meet. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – AMBASSADORSHIP

1. An Ambassador does not appoint himself, he is appointed by the nation he represents, the king he represents, the person he represents. We are appointed by God. (2 Corinthians 5:20).

2. An Ambassador does not support himself. We are sustained and protected by God (Philippians 4:19).

3. An Ambassador does not represent himself. We represent God on earth. (Matthew 28:19-20).

4. An Ambassador does not belong to the nation to which he is sent. Positionally we are in heaven, experientially we are in the world (Philippians 3:20, John 15:19).

5. All Ambassadors have instructions in written form. We have the Word of God (1 Thessalonians 4:1-2).

6. An Ambassador representing his country does not treat any insult as personal. (Matthew 5:11-12).

7. When an Ambassador is recalled from a country it is tantamount to declaration of war. After the Rapture there will be massive warfare on earth. All Christians will be recalled at the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17).

CHRISTIAN LIFE – EVANGELISM

1. All believers are ambassadors for Christ, and are obliged to give the give the gospel to unbelievers. (Acts 1:8, 2 Timothy 4:5)

2. Two forms of witnessing - with the lips (2 Corinthians 5:18-21 and by the life (2 Corinthians 3:3)

3. The gospel is "good news".

4. Sin is not an issue.  Jesus died for all sin on the cross.  The penalty has been paid.  The issue now is "Do you trust that Jesus Christ has died for your sins, and was raised from the dead to give life to all who believe on Him?"  People choose to either rely upon Jesus Christ, or upon their own good works, to be saved. (Romans 8:1, 9-30-33)

5. What about the heathen who haven't heard?

a) God is totally fair, and everyone has the chance to be saved

b) Unlimited Atonement (Colossians 2:14,15)

c) God's will - none should perish (2 Peter 3:9)

d) Man's negative will – God-consciousness – Gospel hearing.

6. Witnessing is impossible except through the power of the Holy Spirit. (John 16:8-13)  The Holy Spirit convicts of

a) Sin because of unbelief.

b) Righteousness.

c) Judgement because of Satan being judged (Matthew 25:41)

7. The natural man needs the Holy Spirit to understand the gospel (1 Corinthians 2:14)  

8. The Bible is the weapon of witnessing. (1 Corinthians 15:3, 4)

9. Biblical Pattern of Witnessing. (1 Thessalonians 2:1-12)

a) Effective contact (v.1 )

b) The gospel must be given even under opposition. (v.2)

c) The gospel must never be compromised or watered down - (v.3)

d) The believer in whom the gospel is deposited is tested by God and should not be for the praise of man. (v.4)

e) Flattery should never be part of the gospel. (v.5-6)

f) Whilst the gospel should not be given to get praise from men it should be given in love without cost (v9)

g) The gospel must be followed up (v 10) with discipleship and teaching (v11) so that the new believer can become spiritually self reliant. (v.10-12)

10. Your obligation to witness (Romans 1:14-16):  you are a debtor (v14), you are ready (v15), you are not ashamed (v16)

11. Win souls, not arguments.  Stay on the gospel, don't get side-tracked.

GOSPEL OF SALVATION

1. Gospel means "good news" - there are four gospels are found in the New Testament.

2. Gospel of the Kingdom.

a) Preached by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:1, 2) the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 4:23) and his disciples (Matthew l0:7) Thy Kingdom come (Matthew 6:10).

b) It consists of the setting up on earth of Christ's 1,000 year Kingdom thus fulfilling the Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:16)

c) There will be another preaching of the gospel by the Jewish remnant in the days of the Great Tribulation before the 2nd Advent. (Matthew 24:14, Revelation 7) After the 2nd Advent the 1,000 year reign commences. (Revelation 20:1-6)

3. Gospel of Grace - the gospel of personal salvation by grace through faith. This gospel appears under many names and is the means of salvation throughout the history of mankind.

a) Gospel of God (Romans 1:1, 1 Thessalonians 2:2)

b) Gospel of Christ - (Mark 1:1, Romans 1:16)

c) Gospel of the Grace of God - (Acts 20:24)

d) Gospel of Peace - (Ephesians 6:15)

e) Gospel of your salvation - (Ephesians 1:13)

f) Glorious Gospel - (2 Corinthians 4:4)

4. The Everlasting Gospel - (Revelation 14:6) -the good news is everlasting. This gospel will be preached on earth just before Christ's return in glory. (Matthew 25:31, 32). This gospel is the means of salvation to countless thousands both Jews and Gentiles. (Revelation 7:9-14)

5. Paul's "My Gospel" - (Romans 2:16)  This is the same gospel of salvation by grace through faith but includes the mystery doctrines of the church age not previously revealed. The gospel in the Old Testament was revealed by the Tabernacle, Feasts, Levitical Offerings etc.

6. "Another Gospel" which is not another (Galatians 1:6, 7, 2 Corinthians 11:4) This is a perversion of the Gospel of Christ (Galatians 1:8, 9) The curse is proclaimed on any who preach it.  There have been many perversions - legalism in Galatia, angel worship in Colossae (Colossians 2:18) among others.

[39] Psalm 19: 4  Their sound is gone out into all lands, and their words unto the ends of the world.

Their line is gone out through all the earth:  The word ‘line’ qav cord or measuring-line is used in Job 38:4-5 as a tool in the hands of the Divine architect of the earth: - “Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? Declare, if thou hast understanding.  Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it?”

Heaven’s ‘line’ refers to the order and detailed precision of structure and movement that is so clearly revealed to the interested observer, and in that precision is seen throughout all the earth, the work of the supreme creator. 
Whenever qav is used it speaks of exactness and finality; the line is drawn, the position is fixed and fixed against a perfect and unchanging measure.  Such truths can be seen in the heavens, they do not need words to prove them; the proof is written in unspoken words to the mind.  ‘Their words to the end of the world’ is a reiteration of this.

In Romans 10:18 Paul doesn’t want us to get too depressed by the outcome of so much of our preaching, for he wants us to reflect upon the basics that we are called to get right. Faith comes from hearing the truth, and our job is to proclaim the truth, not speak about our ideas! The safe way we can consistently give the truth is always by speaking from the Word of God, for the Word is all that the Holy Spirit will enliven into the hearts of fallen mankind. John 14:16-20, 23-27, 16:8-11. 

Paul asks, “Have the unbelievers not heard the truth?” Is there any excuse for any person not to respond to their creator? Paul echoes the words of Psalm 19 here to remind the hearers of his words that all people have heard the creator speak through creation, and when they hear the words and see or hear of the works of the Lord, they know the truth, and are called to respond.

[40] Psalm 2: 1-2  Why do the nations so furiously rage together, and why do the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth rise up, and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord, and against His anointed. 

[41] Psalm 2: 3  Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their yokes from us.

Why do the heathen rage?  The word heathen is from the Hebrew goy, and is in its proper sense “nations”.  Because the surrounding nations were pagan idolaters, over time and generated by self-righteousness, the Jews came to use it as a derogatory term for all who were not of the “chosen people”, not of Israel. The translators of the KJV seemed to have translated this from the viewpoint of a self-righteous Jew.  David was a God fearing and inspired man as he wrote this psalm, therefore, self-righteousness would not be playing any role in its composition.  He was referring to the nations as political entities, not in respect to their character.

Why do the ‘nations’ rage - ragash - to be in tumult, and why do they imagine – hagah, murmur among themselves, why do they conspire amongst themselves, why are they in revolt?  In Romans 1:21-22a, Paul gives the answer: “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  Professing themselves to be wise they became fools…” The question can be asked: “When did they know God?” in fact, how can any of us know God before we are called by his Spirit and regenerated through faith in Christ Jesus?  Paul has already answered that question.  In the preceding verses Romans 1:19-20, he writes: “Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath showed it unto them.  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.”

The Creation itself speaks of knowledge beyond our understanding and power beyond our comprehension.  To brush these aside and substitute them with the blind mindlessness of evolution is to be, as Paul says, without excuse.  Yet even today, in this so-called ‘enlightened’ and ‘scientific’ age, the nations revolt against God and his anointed Christ, and we even see the intellectuals become fools in their desire to rid themselves of the righteous restraints that the very thought of the Almighty God provokes. Men and women think that because they don’t believe in God, he doesn’t exist.  These people are just as foolish as those who say, ‘there is no God’ (Psalm 14:1), for in reality they are saying, “Maybe he does and maybe he doesn’t; either way I don’t care”.  It is foolish because “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31).  

These are they who imagine or conspire among themselves to accomplish a vain thing.  The word vain is the Heb. reek, meaning emptiness; figuratively it means a worthless thing; adverbially in vain and can be used, depending on the context, as empty, to no purpose, in vain, vain things or vanity. 
Earth is the Hebrew erets meaning the earth at large, or a land.  Here, because there is a plurality of kings, it relates to the earth at large.  It must not be mistaken with tebel, for that has the meaning ‘the inhabitable earth’ and by implication, the inhabitants and their social structure, similar to the Greek cosmos.

These kings set themselves – yatsab, which means to place a thing into position in a deliberate or wilful action.  Rulers is from razan, probably to be heavy (to be of substance), but because the context of the passage is dealing with men it is talking of men of influence, (likened to men of the scientific and intellectual fields today) men who sit down together, to settle, consult - to conspire together against the LORD Yehovah, the self Existent or eternal God, and against his anointed, his Messiah or its Greek equivalent, Christos.  Christ is not a name but a title. 
Christos means anointed, the same as the Hebrew Messiah.  In the Hebrew, it refers to a person consecrated for service, such as a king, priest, or saint; its specific reference however, is to the Messiah who is to be the Father’s anointed King, seated upon the throne of David and ruling over Israel and the world.  Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah, the Christ, and the anointed King.  

Let us break – nathaq, to tear off: break off, burst, draw away, lift up, pluck away/off, pull out, root out; all of which speak of the intense action of breaking away, of rejection.  What they want to break is the Lord’s bands, which in the figurative sense means restraint and refers to moral restraint, i.e. doing what is right rather than expedient; being selfless rather than selfish.  Cord is the Heb. aboth, something entwined, a string, wreath or foliage.  Here it means a rope or a cord and refers to God’s right of ownership: As Creator, God can expect mankind’s obedience. 

[42] Psalm 2: 4  He that dwelleth in Heav'n shall laugh them to scorn; The Lord shall have them in derision.

He that sitteth has the implication of dwelling, residing or remaining. He resides in the heavens.  There are five levels above the earth, which are described by this word: 
First: it is used for the realm of the habitable sky.  In Deuteronomy 4:17 it is translated air.  In 2 Samuel 18:9 Absalom hung by his hair, caught between the shamayim and the earth. 
Second: Genesis 8:2 shows another sphere even loftier than the domain of birds.  This is also seen in Deuteronomy 28:12 where it is seen as the Lord’s storehouse, i.e. “the rain in its season.”

Third: The sun, moon and stars are said to be set in the heavens in Genesis 1:14.  There and in Psalm 104:2 and in Isaiah 34:4 it is descriptive of the visible universe. 
Fourth: In Genesis 1:1 we see it as the entire created universe together with the earth. 
Fifth: shamayim is the place where God dwells.  Because he is eternal, God’s dwelling place must be immaterial and separate from his creation.  In relation to God’s abode, the word shamayim can only be thought of in its basic sense, the sense of being above all things.

He that dwells aloft shall laugh them to scorn. The truth taught in this verse is that God will carry forward his own plans in spite of all the attempts of men to frustrate them.  This general truth may be stated in two ways.
He sits undisturbed and unmoved in heaven while men rage against him, and while they combine to cast off his authority he carries forward his own plans in spite of them, by directly accomplishing his purpose without regard to their attempts; or by making their intentions contribute to his own, so making them the instruments of carrying out his own plans. 
The scriptures regularly depict God as having the physical and emotional attributes of man; i.e. eyes (Genesis 16:13); hands (Ecclesiastes 2:24); arms (Isaiah 52:10); laughter, derision, displeasure (as in these verses); hate, love (Malachi 1:2-3).  
Yet from Scripture we know God to be Spirit (John 4:24), that he does not have flesh and bones (Luke 24:39), but that he does have the all the immaterial attributes associated with love (1 John 4:8); he is merciful, gracious, longsuffering, goodness and truth (Exodus 34:6-7); all of which are the very opposite of hatred; therefore eyes, hands, arms, derision and hatred must be pictorial, not of God’s being, but of his actions. In himself, God is serene and unchanging, unmoved by the revolt of men yet never deviating from his stated policy regarding the salvation of his creation and the judgement of sin.  Men see and feel his judgement and express it in terms to which others can relate, i.e. wrath, hate, derision, laughter.  Those who are given an understanding of his word and believe it become conscious of his love and grace, and therefore express it as such.

[43] Psalm 2: 9  Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.

Thou shalt break them or make them to be good for nothing.  It is the Lord’s anointed that is to carry out this spoiling and such an outcome indicates judgment.   Rod of iron indicates inflexible judgment and to dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel, the destructive results of that judgment, will make them ‘good for nothing’. In John 5:22 Jesus tells his detractors, “The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:”  At the end of this age, the nations will rise en masse, and will be judged in turn for their rejection of God and his anointed, and Christ will then rule a purged world for a thousand years.  

That reign will be challenged at the end of the thousand years, the challenge will be put down and a great throne of judgment set up for the final judgment of all unbelieving mankind.  Then the present heaven and earth will be melted down and reformed into a new heaven and a new earth, which will be everlasting. Throughout the Old Testament, Messiah is primarily seen as a splendid figure entering into the affairs of men to be Saviour and King.  The Jews understood the sphere of Messianic sovereignty to be an earthly sphere.  It was not until the mystery of the Church was revealed to Paul that the heavenly aspect of the Kingdom became known.  

In keeping with this Old Testament view, Isaiah 9:6-7 reveals Messiah as a child born and a son given, and though the passage goes on to say that this son given is The Mighty God, The everlasting Father and The Prince of Peace; this Mighty God, in his role as Messiah, is an earthly figure and his ministrations are to an earthly people and though everlasting, an earthly kingdom. Messiah was to be Immanuel, God with us yet nevertheless a true son of David, and heir to the Davidic throne. 
As the true son of David and as the Son of God he is to have, “The uttermost parts of the earth for his possession” and the nations “as his inheritance”. 

Barnes writes: “As a son has a rank in a family above servants; as he has a control over the property above that which servants have, so it is with the Mediator. He is the Son of God: angels are the servants of God, and the servants of the church.” He goes on to compare angels as servants in an earthly home, with Christ who is the Son of that home.  The earth and its nations are the Father’s possession and the Son’s inheritance.  

[44].Revelation 19: 6  Hallelujah: for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.

Revelation 11: 15  The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever.
Revelation 19: 16 King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. Hallelujah!
The phrase "Lord God Almighty" occurs ten times in the New Testament.  Of these, only 2 Corinthians 6:18 is outside the Revelation (cf. Revelation 1:8; 4:8, 11:17, 15:3, 16:7,14, 19:6,15, 21:22). The word  “pantokrator” literally means "Ruler of all things." The Old Testament frequently celebrates God reigning as Creator Psalm 97:1, Deliverer Exodus 15:18 and in the end times Isaiah 24:23, 52:7, Micah 4:7

“Are become” means to have become something that they were not before. It occurs at a point in time, the Second Advent, God effects the change and the fact that He shall reign is a future of logical progression in that logically from His Second Advent the Lord Jesus Christ will reign from that time on. The Lord Jesus Christ will destroy all opposition on his return.

He shall reign shows that the Lord Jesus Christ will walk on the earth and take over immediately. The Lord will walk into chaos, snap his finger and bring order out of chaos. The Millennium is the greatest demonstration in history that regeneration not perfect environment is the solution of man’s problem.
He is called “King of Kings, Lord of Lords” This name speaks of the absolute authority and sovereign power of Jesus Christ. All power is His in heaven and earth. He is the source of all authority. Based on this authority, He judges the earth as its rightful King and Ruler. It was common practice for a victorious Roman general to wear a banner on his thigh. The word written is in the perfect tense showing that it was written in the past with a result that it stays written for ever.

When the Prince of Peace comes back he makes war to clean up the earth. Lord of Lords is deity and King of Kings is humanity. Our commanding general is unique in the fact that He is the God man, the Lord Jesus Christ. If God be for us who can be against us?

KINGDOM

1. The Kingdom of Heaven is distinguished from the Kingdom of God.

a) Kingdom of Heaven

i) The Kingdom of Heaven will be the visible future Kingdom of the Lord on the earth. (Luke 1:31-33)

ii) Entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven, includes those physically alive going into the Millennium. (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, 47-50)

b) Kingdom of God

i) The Kingdom of God is spiritual (John 3:3, Romans 14:17, Luke 17:20) 

ii) Entrance into the Kingdom of God is through regeneration. (John 3:3-7)

iii) The Kingdom of God covers the divine authority over all creation for all time. (Luke 13:28, 29, Hebrews 12:22, 23)

2. The King was born as prophesied of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14 cf Matthew 1:18-25) and in Bethlehem. (Micah 5:2 cf Matthew 2:1)

3. The Kingdom was announced as at hand (Matthew 4:17) but was rejected by the Jews both from a moral (Matthew 11:20) and official viewpoint (Matthew 21:42-43). As a result the King was crowned with thorns.

4. Afterwards He announced His purpose to build His church. (Matthew 16:18) 

5. The mysteries of the Church and the Kingdom of Heaven were seen as concurrent - they both refer to the spiritual kingdom. (Ephesians 3:9-11)

6. When He returns at the second advent, the Lord Jesus Christ will establish the Kingdom for 1000 years before eternity resumes. (Matthew 24:27-30, Luke 1:31-33, Acts 15:14-17, Revelation 20:1-10)

7. At the end of the Millennium, Jesus Christ will deliver up the Kingdom to the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24-28)

8. The eternal throne is of God and the Lamb. (Revelation 22:1)

[F] RESURRECTION AND WORSHIP  45-53

PART THREE

45 Job 19: 25-26  I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth. And though worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God.

Job wishes that all his suffering might be recorded in the book for men to see later and learn from. He hopes that this is done because he does expect to be vindicated and he expects the Lord to redeem him. He believes that a book will record his ultimate vindication and redemption by the Lord his God. 
Verse twenty five is a major affirmation of faith by this man. Job cannot state this truth any stronger; he knows perfectly that his Redeemer lives forever. He knows that the Lord will one day stand upon the earth, and then all questions will be answered, but it is just that Job would like an answer now. Psalms 19:12-14, Isaiah 54:5-10, John 5:22-29, Ephesians 1:7.

Job’s hope is resurrection hope. All the pagan commentators really go into verbal gymnastic manoeuvres to avoid the implications of this first verse. Unbelievers do not want to believe that the oldest book in the Bible has the resurrection being taught within it. Without the flesh of this earthly body around his soul, Job has faith to believe that he will stand, in a new body, before his Maker forever. 
This is full resurrection faith, not some half baked mid-point belief. Job makes the full extent of his faith in resurrection clear, noting that his eyes will see the Lord, not the eyes of some shade that is half him. It is his full being that is going to be resurrected, not some half person. 

I Corinthians 15: 20  For now is Christ risen from the dead, the first fruits of them that sleep.
Note the perfect tense of the Greek verb translated “risen”. In strong contrast to the doubts of the false teachers, Christ is indeed risen from the dead, and the results of what he did on that day go on forever. The Lord is not only risen, with eternal results for him, there are eternal results for all who believe in him. 
He is referred to as “Firstfruits”, so note the meaning of the word Paul used. It refers to a ritual in both the Greek/Roman and Jewish worlds, whereby a token offering was given as a pledge of more to come, signifying that there was rejoicing now, and even more expected later. The First fruits was the first instalment of a great and glorious event still to come. It carried with it the concepts of, rejoicing, certainty, blessing, abundance, and that the first instalment was the example of the greater things to come. Romans 8:11, Colossians 1:18, 1 Peter 1:7-9, Revelation 1:5.  

RESURRECTION

1. The resurrection of Christ is central to the gospel. (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

a) Had there been no resurrection then we would all still be in our sins. (1 Corinthians 15:17).

b) Resurrection indicates completion of justification. (Romans 4:25, 2 Corinthians 5:2 1)

c) Resurrection is a guarantee of ultimate sanctification. (1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

d) The resurrection is the Father's seal on Christ's completed work, and the public declaration of its acceptance. 

e) Without the resurrection it is impossible for Christ to be glorified. The humanity of Christ is glorified higher than the angels. (John 7:39, John 16:14)

2. Historical proof of the resurrection:

a) The empty tomb. (Matthew 28)

b) Many of witnesses died rather than change their testimony.

c) Subsequent changes and confidence of the disciples after the resurrection.

d) The day of Pentecost. The reality of the resurrection was so well known that when Peter preached the first two sermons in Jerusalem over 8000 people were saved.  (Acts 2:41, Acts 4:3-4)

e) The observance of the first day of the week as the worship day. (Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:2, Revelation 1:10)

f) The historic existence of the church. The church worships a literal risen Saviour, and not merely the memory of a dead martyr. (Romans 5:12,14,17, 6:3-9, 8:2, 1 Corinthians 15:26,54-55, Hebrews 2:14)

3. Baptism is a sign of the new resurrection life. (Romans 6:3-11, Colossians 2:12).

4. The Lord's Supper is a reminder of the expected return of the risen Lord. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

5. Order of the resurrections:-

a) The first for believers only including Jesus Christ which is divided into four parts.

i) The resurrection of Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:23, Romans 1:4, 1 Thessalonians 1:10, 1 Peter 1:3)

ii) The Rapture of the church (1 Corinthians 15:51-57, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)

iii) The Old Testament saints and tribulation martyrs at the end of the Tribulation. (Daniel 12:13, Isaiah 26-19-20, Revelation 20:4)

iv) The Millennial saints and those who survive the Tribulation to enter the Millennium in their physical bodies.

b) The second resurrection occurs at the end of the Millennium and is for unbelievers only. They are judged and cast into the lake of fire forever. (1 John 5:28, 29, Revelation 20:12-15, 2 Peter 3:7, Matthew 25:41)

c) Jesus, who must be the first eternally resurrected human, was not raised until three days after the crucifixion.

d) People in the Old Testament who were "raised from the dead" were merely resuscitated, and later died.

e) Matthew 27:52-53 is a transfer scene not a resurrection scene. The transfer is one of saints from paradise to the third heaven (Ephesians 4:8). Some were given resuscitated bodies to witness to the Jews.

6. The sequence of events at the Lord's resurrection is as follows:-

a) Mary Magdalene, Salome and Mary the mother of James and Joses head towards the tomb followed by other women carrying embalming spices.

b) The three find the stone rolled away. Mary Magdalene goes back to tell the disciples. (Luke 23:55-24:9, John 20:1-2)

c) Mary the mother of James and Joses draws near to the tomb and sees the angel. (Matthew 28:2)

d) She goes back to the women carrying the spices.

e) Peter and John who have been advised by Mary Magdalene arrive, look inside the empty tomb and go away. (John 20:3-10)

f) Mary Magdalene returns weeping, sees two angels and then Jesus. (John 20:11-18)

g) As instructed by the Lord she goes to tell the disciples.

h) Mary the mother of James and Joses meets the women with the spices and returning with them they see the two angels. (Luke 24:4-5, Mark 16:5)

i) They also receive advice from the angels and, going to seek the disciples, are met by Jesus. (Matthew 28:8-10)

CHRIST – RESURRECTION APPEARANCES

Recorded appearances after His resurrection:-

1. Mary Magdalene (John 20:14-18)

2. Women returning from the tomb (Matthew 28:8-10)

3. Emmaus couple (Luke 24:13-31)

4. Peter (Luke 24:34)

5. Ten disciples (Luke 24:36-43)

6. Disciples including Thomas (John 20:24-29)

7. Lake Tiberias appearance (John 21:1-23)

8. To the 500 (1 Corinthians 15:6)

9. James (1 Corinthians 15:7)

10. Disciples at the ascension (Acts 1:3-12)

11. Stephen (Acts 7:55)

12. Paul on Damascus Road (Acts 9:3-6)

13. Paul in the Temple (Acts 22:17-21)

14. Paul at night (Acts 23:11)

15. John on Patmos (Revelation 1:10-19).

CHRIST – RESURRECTION BODY

The resurrection body of Jesus Christ -

1. Retained the nail prints in the hands and feet. (Psalm 22:16, Zechariah 12:10, John 20:25-29)

2. Retained the wound sear in the side. (John 20:25-29)

3. Christ was recognised on 15 appearances by his disciples as the one who died and rose again.

4. Resurrection body of Christ could eat. (Luke 24:42-43)

5. It had substance, it could be touched and felt. (Matthew 28:9, Luke 24:39, John 20:17)

6. His body could breathe. (John 20:22)

7. His body possessed flesh and bones. (Luke 24:39-40)

8. Could walk through closed doors. (Luke 24:36, John 20:19)

9. Appears and disappears suddenly. (Luke 24:31,36)

10 Could move vertically or horizontally. (Acts 1:9,10)

11 Our body will be just like His without the nail prints or wound in the side.

[46] I Corinthians 15: 21-22  Since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

Paul reminds us of the historical context of the resurrection, and that context is the entire history of mankind upon the earth. Death was not the result of God’s will, but the violation of the plan of God through Adam’s sin. Death enters the creation after the fall, and man’s destiny upon the earth is changed, until the cross and the empty tomb! Death enters by man, and so Christ became a man so that as a member of our fallen race he could undo what Adam had done.       

By man death, by the God-man life! The tight construction in the Greek language is Paul’s way of bowling over the Corinthians with the stark contrast between the results of sin and the results of the resurrection. Psalm 51:11, Romans 5:12-19, 6:23, John 11:23-48. 

In verse 22 we are all born in the line of Adam with an Old Sin Nature, and with it a natural tendency to sin, and so a built in genetic inheritance which predetermines us to die because of this. Only in Christ Jesus is there hope for release from the curse of sin and death. When Paul says “all shall be made alive”, he refers to believers having resurrection bodies like the Lord, in which we shall glorify him forever, but even the unbelievers will receive resurrection bodies! 
As he will point out later in the chapter, even the unbelievers have their own resurrection, and they face their maker, the one who paid the sin price for them, but who they rejected, and they face him to be judged, and in their eternal bodies they are eternally judged.

There are only two destinies; saved or lost! There are only two positions to live upon the earth within; in Adam or In Christ. Every-one is involved in what happened on that day in Jerusalem, no-one has the opportunity to check out and say, “Count me out of this, I am not involved”. We are all involved and all will be judged on the basis of our attitude to this man. John 5:21-29, Acts 4:12, Romans 5:12-21, 1 John 5:11, 12. 

Death is the one thing that even believers often fear and shrink from even discussing. This ought not to be! Paul makes clear to us that the defeat of death is at the heart of the “good news”. Is this “last enemy” of mankind still our present fear, or have we seen the full gospel message and do we now rest within the excitement and anticipation of the future God has for us? 

Paul challenges us all to accept the resurrection message and be excited as we look forward rather than fearful. How much do you know of the reality of the future? Prophecy, and end times especially is very fully covered in the scriptures, and it is there to be understood now not later. 
There are some things we cannot know this side of eternity, but most of end times information is understandable and there to be an encouragement. How well encouraged are you about these things? Get into the Word of God believer, and grow in the knowledge of the Lord’s marvellous plan and your amazing destiny!

CHRIST – LIFE OF CHRIST

1. The life of Jesus Christ can be divided into seven separate sections:-

a) The Virgin Birth.

b) The Lord's Ministry.

c) His Death.

d) Burial.

e) Resurrection.

f) Ascension.

g) Session.

2. The Virgin Birth. There are three reasons why Jesus had to be born of a virgin:-

a) To fulfil prophecy (Isaiah 7:14)

b) To fulfil the 'curse of Coniah' (Jeremiah 22:30) (also known as Jeconiah and Jehoiachin)

i) (Matthew 1:16) Joseph the legal but not real father of Jesus was descended from David through Solomon ... (Matthew 1:6) and Coniah (Matthew 1:11)

ii) Mary the real mother (Luke 3:23) of the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ was descended from David. (Luke 3:31) through Nathan.

iii) In (2 Samuel 7:16) David is promised a son who will reign forever i.e. The Lord Jesus Christ.

iv) In (Jeremiah 22:28-30) Coniah is told that no descendant of his will reign over Israel.

v) By the Virgin birth a son, Jesus Christ, can reign forever over Israel (He has eternal life) being descended from David via Nathan.

c) To ensure Jesus was born without the imputation of Adam's sin.(l Timothy 2:14,15)

i) In (1 Timothy 2) we see that the woman was deceived but the man deliberately sinned. Thus the sinful nature comes from the man.

ii) In order to be our redeemer Jesus had to be born without a sin nature so that he can purchase those who have a sin nature.

iii) By the Virgin Birth Jesus was born without the imputation of Adam's sin.

3. The Lord's Ministry.

a) Reasons for his HUMANITY

i) Saviourhood (Philippians 2:5-8)

ii) Mediatorship (1 Timothy 2:5-6)

iii) Priesthood (Hebrews 10:10-14)

iv) Kingship (Psalm 89:29)

b) What was his means of operation.

i) Power-the Holy Spirit (John 3:34)

ii) He was tempted (Matthew 4:1-11)

iii) He had free will (Matthew 26:39)

iv) Was perfect (2 Corinthians 5:21

4. His Trials and Death.

a) Trials

i) Annas (John 18:12,13)

ii) Caiaphas (Matthew 26:57)

iii) Sanhedrin (Luke 22:66)

iv) Pilate (Luke 23:1)

v) Herod (Luke 23:8)

vi) Pilate (Luke 23:13)

b) Crucifixion:-

i) Jesus was crucified at 9 am. (Mark 15:25)

ii) Darkness covered the earth 12 noon (Mark 15:33)

iii) Jesus bore the sins 12-3 pm (Matthew 27:46)

iv) "My God My God" Psalm 22 (Romans 6:23)

v) Salvation is completed 3 pm (Luke 23:44-46, John 19:30) "Father into thy bands I dismiss my spirit".

vi) Prophetic (Isaiah 53:9)

5. Burial and In the Grave.

After the death of the Lord Jesus Christ several things happened:-

a) Signs

i) Temple veil rent from top (God) to bottom (man) (Matthew 27:51)

ii) A great earthquake (Matthew 27:51)

iii) Graves opened. (Matthew 27:52,53)

iv) Breaking of the legs of the thieves (John 19:32-36 cf. Psalm 34:20 cf. Exodus 12:46)

v) Side pierced (John 19:34, Zechariah 12:10)

b) Burial

i) Two pallbearers. Joseph of Arimethea and Nicodemus, both Pharisees, (John 19:38-39)

ii) Both rich men. (John 19:38-42)

iii) Laid in a rich man's tomb. (Isaiah 53:9, John 19:41)

iv) Guard on the tomb. (Matthew 27:62-66)

c) Jesus had three separate parts - Body, Soul, Spirit.

d) At burial - 

i) Body - in the tomb (Matthew 27:57-60)

ii) Spirit - to the Father in Heaven (Luke 23:46)

iii) Soul - Paradise or Abraham's Bosom (Luke 23:43)

iv) In Paradise Jesus met the soul of the penitent thief and preached to the fallen angels in Tartarus. (1 Peter 3:19, 20a, 2 Peter 2:4, Genesis 6:4)

6. Resurrection.

a) Jesus died on the Passover - the Paschal lamb.

b) Jesus rose on the Feast of the First Fruits. After 3 days the soul came from Hades (Luke 23:43) the Spirit from the Father (Luke 23:46) and joined the body in the tomb. With the help of the Holy Spirit the Lord Jesus Christ received a resurrection body. (Romans 8:11

c) Jesus predicted his resurrection (John 2:18-22)

d) He is the first fruits (1 Corinthians 15:22, 23)

e) In the period between the resurrection and the ascension many people saw the risen Lord. The bribery of the Roman soldiers (Matthew 28:11-15) is additional proof of the resurrection as are the changed lives of the disciples.

7. Ascension.

a) Having risen the Lord ascended (Luke 24:50-53) to be able to take His place of honour at the right hand of God.

b) With the ascension paradise emptied, the Old Testament saints being transferred to Heaven.

c) In the "Church" age believers go to be with the Lord. (2 Corinthians 5:7-9)

8. Session - the seating of Christ at God's right hand.

a) Reaching the Father in heaven Christ sat at God's right hand. (Colossians 3:1)

b) The session is in order that the Father may make His enemies His footstool. (Hebrews 1:13)

c) Prophecy of the session. (Psalm 110:1)

d) The footstool will be completed initially at the Second Advent with the final judgement occurring at the Last Judgement. (Revelation 20:11-15)

CHRISTIAN LIFE – POSITION IN CHRIST

1. We have a position with Christ rather than a position with the cosmos system. We are separated from the world and are different from them. We have a new position in Christ - Ephesians 2:6

2. We have a new position of partnership with Christ, we are never alone - Colossians 3:4, John 17. We have a communion with him. He says that he will never put us in a situation without a way of escape. The way of escape is through Christ.

3. We are workers together with God; we are in his service - 2 Corinthians 3:9, 1:9, 6:1

4. We are ministers of a new covenant, we have a new message to man. 1 Corinthians 3:6, 6:4

5. We are ambassadors for Christ - 2 Corinthians 5:20

6. We are living epistles; we are letters to a lost and unsaved world. Our lives should be such that Christ should be read from the book of our lives. Our life and lips should tell of Christ and Him alone.

7. We are members of the Royal family - Galatians 6:10, 1 Peter 2:9

8. We are united with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit:

a) We are in the Father, he is in us - Ephesians 4:6, 

b) We are in Christ - John 14:20, 

c) He is in us - Colossians 1:26, 

d) We are in the Spirit and he is in us - Romans 8:9. 

e) We are united forever to God. 

f) We are not part of a universal soul. That is new age. 

g) We have been entered into a living union with a personal God.

9. We are members of his body, branches of his vine, living stones, his building, sheep of his fold, part of his bride, priests in his kingdom, saints set apart for his glory.

SIN – FALL OF MAN (See page 40)
[47] I Corinthians 15: 51-52  Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.

[48] I Corinthians 15: 52-53  The trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption and this mortal must put on immortality.

Paul now directly teaches the new doctrine of the resurrection body for believers, a “mystery doctrine”, or doctrine associated with the post resurrection/ascension ministry of the Holy Spirit. Mystery doctrines are teachings that were not revealed at any earlier point in human history; they were revealed directly to the apostles by the Holy Spirit after the Lord’s ascension back into heaven. They are doctrines especially for the believers of the Church Age and beyond.

In verse 51 Paul makes it very clear that he has been telling them about this “mystery” doctrine all through this chapter of the letter. A “musterion” was a teaching that those in the special group were told about, but it was not something that anyone outside the group had any knowledge of at all. Ephesians 1:9,10, 3:1-7, 5:32. The great message for the Church is that all will not die in this group. 
The Lord’s Second coming is associated with the Church, and he will return for the Church, so those alive at that point will not die, but be lifted up to join him. Even this group however must lose their earthly bodies, for they will have no place in heaven, they don’t belong there, due to their limits, and the taintedness of sin associated with them. 
At the moment we are lifted up, if we are that last generation, we are transformed, and our bodies are reformed in an instant into the new resurrection body, just like that which the Lord has. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Philippians 3:21.

In verse 52 Paul has explained two points so far;   not everyone in the Church Age will die, but even those who are alive when the Lord comes, they will also receive the resurrection body, this is the destiny of ALL believers. This event will occur in such a small moment of time it is too small to even see. It will be a momentous event, world wide, instantaneous, and so fast that it will be over before you register it has begun. It will occur at a time referred to as “the last trump”. 
The “last trumpet” is a teaching found in the Old Testament, and is associated with the beginning of the Great Tribulation for Israel, and occurs at a time of judgement for the earth, and Paul tells us(the “mystery doctrine” addition to the earlier teaching) deliverance for the Church. Isaiah 18:3, 27:13, Ezekiel  33:1-7, Zechariah 9:14, Matthew 24:31, Mark 13:27, John  5:25-29, Revelation 8:2, 13, 9:13, 14.

There are two events occurring together; the raising of the righteous dead to eternal life in their new resurrection bodies, and secondly the transformation of the living saints, whose bodies are transformed to become resurrection bodies, without having to go through death at all. 

In verse 53 two limitations must be done away with for us to enter into heaven. The decay principle of death must be eliminated, and the limits of space and time must be swept away. The body which decays and rots must be replaced with a body that is incapable of decay. The body which is limited in thought and physical ability from understanding concepts beyond space and time, let alone exploring beyond space and time: this body is transformed to both understand and be able to move physically beyond both space and time. Once we have grasped this transformation, our lives now will be changed!   Romans 13:11-14, 2 Corinthians 5:1-11.

MYSTERY

1. The Greek word MUSTERION, or "mystery",  means an initiate of a secret fraternity of the ancient world.

2. Used in the New Testament, these are truths which were not revealed in the Old Testament. (Ephesians 3:2-6, Romans 16:25, 26, Colossians 1:26, 27

3. The mystery is always related to the Dispensation of the Church and only the Church Age. (Ephesians 1:9, 3:2) 

4. The mystery was a part of the divine plan ordained in eternity past. (1 Corinthians 2:7)

5. The most important are:-

a) The mystery of the Kingdom of Heaven - (Matthew 13:3-52. Especially v l1)

b) The mystery of Israel's Blindness in the Church Age (Romans 11:25)

c) The mystery of Lawlessness - (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

d) The mystery of the Seven Stars - (Revelation 1:20)

e) The mystery of Godliness - (1 Timothy 3:16)

f) The mystery of the Rapture - (1 Thessalonians 4:14-17, 1 Corinthians 15:51,52)

g) The mystery of the true church - (Romans 16:25, Ephesians 3:1-11, Ephesians 6:19, Colossians 4:3)

h) The mystery of Christ and the Church - (Ephesians 5:22-32)

i) The mystery of the indwelling of Christ - (Colossians 1:26, 27)

j) The mystery of Christ as the fullness of the Godhead - (Colossians 2:2)

k) The mystery Babylon - (Revelation 17:5, 7)

RAPTURE

1. The Rapture of the Church is the termination of the Church Age and is the taking of all believers since Pentecost to Heaven by the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. General Scripture (John 14:1-3, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

3. The Rapture and the 2nd Advent should not be confused, they are 7 years apart being separated by the Tribulation and have different characteristics.

4. Rapture

a) Not revealed in Old Testament.

b) Promises to the Church fulfilled.

c) Judgement Seat of Christ rewards  (1 Corinthians 3:12-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10-11, 2 Timothy 2:11)

d) Christ the Bridegroom and Head

e) Believers body changed (not creation) (1 Corinthians 15:51-58, Philippians 3:21)

f) Church goes to heaven. (1 Thessalonians 4:17)

g) Imminent - no signs to be fulfilled before the Church can be removed.

h) Time of comfort for believer. (1 Thessalonians 4:18)

i) Christ will meet the Church in the air.  (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

j) Private (only believers will see)

k) Before tribulation

l) Believers go out of the world. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)

m) Removal of the Holy Spirit. (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

5. Second Advent

a) Spoken of by all major Old Testament prophets. (Zechariah 14:4)

b) Promises to Israel fulfilled.

c) Great White Throne Judgement (after Millennium) - unbelievers. (Matthew 25:31, Revelation 20:12-15).

d) Christ the Messiah to Israel (Daniel 9:25)

e) Radical changes in nature. (Romans 8:19-22)

f) Church comes back to earth (1 Thessalonians 3:13) 4:17)

g) Many details of prophecy yet to be fulfilled. (Revelation Chapters 6-19)

h) Time of terror for unbeliever. (Revelation 6:15-17)

i) Christ will come back to earth (Zechariah 14:4)

j) Public - every eye shall see him (Revelation 1- 7)

k) After tribulation.

l) Unbelievers taken off the earth (Matthew 24:37-42)

m) Removal of Satan (Revelation 20:1-3)

6. The Rapture is before the Tribulation. Thus the Pre Tribulation Rapture position is shown by nine factors.

a) The worried Thessalonians (2 Thessalonians 2:1-6)

b) The Restrainer removed (2 Thessalonians 2:7-12)

c) The lack of the word 'Church' in (Revelation 13:9)

d) The verb Tereo in (Revelation 3:10)

e) Grace before judgement (John 14:3)

f) Resurrections in their order. (1 Corinthians 15:22-26)

g) The Covenant approach. The Abrahamic, Davidic and Palestinian covenant fulfilled at 2nd Advent.

h) The Church is in heaven before the Seal Judgements (Revelation 4,5)

i) The contrast between the 2nd Advent and the Rapture

[49]. I Corinthians 15: 54  Then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."

This is the point where death itself is defeated and eliminated. Notice the way Paul described the end of death; it is literally eaten up so that nothing of it remains. Death has sway only over the old bodies of this creation tainted, as it is, by the Fall. Once the new is received death is obsolete, it has no place to operate; death is associated only with the Fall, with the entry of sin into the creation. Death itself has, like our bodies, a “use by date”. Death’s time is up for the church when resurrection day comes. Isaiah 25:7-9, 2 Timothy 1:10, Luke 20:35, 36, Hebrews 2:14, 15, Revelation 20:14, 21:4, 5.

DEATH

1. In essence, death means "separation".

2. Types of death:

a) Physical death - is the separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 35:18).

b) Spiritual death - is separation from God, having no relationship with God (Ephesians 2:1,12, Genesis 2:17,3:8)

c) The second death - this is the Great White Throne Judgement followed by the lake of fire for unbelievers - separation from the presence of God, punished forever (Revelation 20:12-15, 21:8)

d) Positional death - Christians are identified with Jesus Christ in His death (separation from sin) and in His resurrection (living in righteousness) Romans 6:3-14 Colossians 2:12-14

e) Sexual death - inability to procreate (Romans 4:17-21, Hebrews 11:11-12)

f) Operational death - faith without works is non operational (James 2:26)

g) Temporal death - a carnal believer, out of fellowship with God (Romans 8:6-8,13, Ephesians 5:14, 1 Timothy 5:6, James 1:15, Revelation 3:1)

3. Reasons for death:

a) The work is finished. (John 19:30 cf. Luke 23:46, 2 Timothy 4:7)

b) For the glory of God - martyrdom (John 21:19, Acts 7:55-60)

c) The sin unto death - extreme discipline for believers with hardened hearts against God (1 John 5:16)

d) Suicide - superimposing your will over God's will for your life (1 Samuel 31:4, Matthew 27:5

e) The unique death of Christ - committing His own spirit to the Father (Luke 23:46)

[50] I Corinthians 15: 55-56  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.

Paul bursts into song at this point and sings in joy of the defeat of the scourge of mankind, the great enemy death which is defeated on that day. This was prophesied in Hosea 13:14, and will be fulfilled in the end. Death is like the “sting” or spike that constantly stabs man’s enjoyment of life, reminding him he will one day leave this earth. All the joys of earth are “stung” by death, and all the great pleasures we can ever have are under the cloud of the certainty of death taking all our joy away.     

This fear and loathing of death has been the lot of all mankind since Adam fell, but for all of us “in Christ”, through his victory over sin on the Cross, and over death on resurrection Sunday, we are lifted up and away from all this primal fear of unsaved men. We can have the victory here and now, and sing with Paul, in anticipation of the end of the curse upon mankind. Paul challenges the Corinthians to join him in singing the victory song, by embracing the doctrine of resurrection firmly and with joy. Death is defeated, Hallelujah!

In verse 56 the sting of death is the sin that allowed death to enter the creation. The strength of sin is the law that holds man in bondage to a system that helps us identify sin, and then barely helps us to control the temptation to sin. The terrible legacy of the Fall, the trilogy of mortality are sin, the law, and death! 

The law could not deliver, it could only point out the problem, and provide a structure within which the impact of sin was minimised as much as could be before deliverance was to come. The law could point to deliverance but not bring it in Romans 3:19, 20, 5:20, 21. The Mosaic Law, that some in Corinth (as earlier in Galatia), want to bring back in as the standard for the Christian life, is powerless to deal with sin or it’s companion, death. Hebrews 9:27, 28. 

The Good News of the Cross, the Empty Tomb, and the Ascension, is that sin and death are defeated, and that we have, through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit the possibility of living, here and now, in the sphere of victory, even in the midst of the fallen world. 
We have the daily opportunity to taste the glory of God now, which will be fully revealed later when the Lord comes again and we are totally transformed into his image with our new bodies. Galatians 3:10-14.

LAW OF MOSES

1. The whole of the Mosaic Law is given in the Pentateuch.

2. The Law of Moses was given in three stages:

a) The first stage was when Moses spoke directly to the people having received instruction from God at Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:3-8).

i) The commandments, with no provision for sacrifice or failure. (Exodus 20:1-17)

ii) The relationship within the nation of Israel. (Exodus 21:1-23:13)

iii) Directions for keeping three annual feasts. (Exodus 23:14-19)

iv) Instructions as to the conquest of Canaan. (Exodus 23:20-33)

b) The second stage was when Moses was called up to receive the tables of stone from God (Exodus 24:12-18).

i) During this stage Moses also receives instruction regarding the priesthood, tabernacle and sacrifice. (Exodus 25-31)

ii) On his return however he finds that the nation has broken the first commandment with the manufacture of a golden calf and Moses breaks the stones containing the law (Exodus 32:16-19).

c) In the third stage the second set of tablets were provided by God (Exodus 34:1, 28-29).

3. Three sections of the Mosaic Law:

a) Moral code or Commandments, also known as the Decalogue (Exodus 20:1-17).

b) Spiritual code or Ordinance. This is a complete Christology and Soteriology (Hebrews 10:1). It includes the Tabernacle, Feasts, Holy Days, Levitical offerings, dress and operation of the Levitical priesthood.

c) Social Code or Judgements. Includes diet, sanitation, quarantine, soil conservation, taxation, military service, marriage, divorce etc. Punishments for non-observance were stated.

4. Recipients of the Mosaic Law:

a) Given to Israel ONLY (Exodus 19:3; Leviticus 26:46; Romans 3:19; 9:4)

b) The Law was NEVER given to the Gentiles (Deuteronomy 4:8; Romans 9:4).

5. The present purpose of the Law:

a) To convince, by divine standard, that the unbeliever is a sinner and needs a Saviour (Romans 3:20,28; Galatians 3:23,24; 1 Timothy 1:9,10)

b) To communicate God's grace, both in salvation and confession.

c) To provide for a nation to function under God's blessing.

d) Therefore, keeping the Law is not the way of salvation but the way of human freedom and prosperity under God (Galatians 2:16).

6. The Church in relation to the Law:

a) The Church is specifically NOT under the Law (Acts 15:5-11; Romans 6:14; Galatians 2:19)

b) Christ is the end of the Law for believers (Romans 10:4)

c) Believers in the Church Age are under a higher law of spirituality (Romans 8:2-4; Galatians 5:18,22,23; 1Corinthians 13).

7. The Limitations of the Mosaic Law:

a) Cannot justify (Acts 13:39; Romans 3:20,28; Galatians 2:16; Philippians 3:9)

b) Cannot provide Holy Spirit (Galatians 3:21)

c) Cannot give eternal life (Galatians 3:2)

d) Cannot provide miracles (Galatians 3:5)

e) Cannot solve the problem of the sinful nature (Romans 8:7).

8. The designation of the Mosaic Law as the Book of the Covenant (Exodus 24:7-8; 34:27,28; Deuteronomy 4:13-16,23,31; 8:18; 9:9,11,15).

a) This book of the covenant is the subject of (Jeremiah 11) but is not to be confused with the New Covenant of (Jeremiah 31:31-33).

b) The prophecy of breaking the Covenant (Deuteronomy 31:16-20; Jeremiah 22:7-9). 

c) National disintegration results when the Covenant is broken.

9. Christ and the Law of Moses:

a) Christ was born during and under the law (Galatians 4:4)

b) He was sinless and led a perfect life under the law (John 8:46, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

c) He taught the law (Luke 10:25-37)

d) All Old Testament types were fulfilled by him in his crucifixion (Hebrews 9:11-26) including the Levitical Offerings.

e) He redeemed us from the curse of the law (Galatians 3:13,14)

f) He mediated the better covenant of grace (Hebrews 8:6-13)

g) Through him we have the law of Christ (John 13:34, Galatians 6:2)

h) Christ fulfilled the law (Matthew 5:17)

i) He fulfilled the moral requirement by living a perfect life on earth during the incarnation.

ii) He fulfilled the substitutionary requirement by His death, burial and resurrection, ascension and session.

iii) He fulfilled the ethical requirement by living according to the social code.

[51] I Corinthians 15: 57 But thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Once again Paul bursts into song. Praise God, who keeps on giving us the victory in Christ Jesus. We can live in the sphere of victory right now! Full victory will be received when he returns for us, but right now we can enjoy the fruits of the Cross , Empty Tomb and  Ascension. Romans 7:24, 25. We can enjoy the ministries of the Holy Spirit within us, so that we can rejoice in what will be given, as we enjoy what has been given already! John 16:31-33, Romans 8:37-39, 1 John 5:4, 5.

How excited are we about the Lord’s return? Every Communion we celebrate his death “until he comes”, yet we often do not allow ourselves to be taken over by the wonder of his return for us. We will be changed, we will be transformed, whether we are alive or have died by that time; we will be transformed ready for eternity. This is our eternal destiny, and is to be our daily meditation and joy. Let us sing with Paul through these verses.

Do you know believer, right here and now, the joy of the removal of the sting of death? Are you still “stung” daily by the sadness of death, or is that fear and loathing swallowed up in the reality of the resurrection body? Death itself will be swallowed up, and the challenge for us, right here and now, is to let the fear of death be swallowed up by the doctrines of this chapter.

Understanding these truths is the first demand, believing them, the second, but daily application of these realities is the third demand Paul makes of us all. We are to stand firm, unmovable in these truths, with the dynamic power of the risen Christ seen through the little details of daily life, by means of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – OVERCOMER

1. Definition of an overcomer - "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:4,5). It is seen that an overcomer is a believer and we become overcomers at the point of salvation.

2. "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God" - believers will live with God in heaven forever. (Revelation 2:7)

3. "He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death" - believers will not be subject to the lake of fire. (Revelation 2:11)

4. "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it" - believers are accepted by God on the basis of His provision. (Revelation 2:17)

5. "And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. And I will give him the morning star" - believers will rule over the nations and will be honoured. (Revelation 2:26-28)

6. "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels" - believers are justified and sanctified by the death of our Lord and their names are permanently in the book of the living. (Revelation 3:5)

7. "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name" - believers will have access to the Holy Places of God and will eternally be identified with Jesus Christ. (Revelation 3:12)

8. "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne" - believers will reign with the Lord Jesus Christ. (Revelation 3:21)

[52] Romans 8: 31  If God be for us, who can be against us?

The word “If” in verse 31 is a first class condition in the Greek language indicating certainty. It is better translated, "Since God is for us”, or, “Because God is for us,”. Actually, the implication is: “Since God is for us, what difference does it make who is against us?”  
Many people can be against us and believers can have many enemies, but if God is for us, it doesn’t matter who is against us!  It’s God and me against anyone!!  O how precious are those two words, "for us” There is no truth more fundamental in all of God's Word than this truth. God is entirely for us, and never against us. The Creator of the universe, the Upholder of all things, the Redeemer God Himself, is 100% for us! 

David understood this with regard to his relationship with God.  He tells us in Psalm 118:6-7:  "The LORD is with me; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me? 7. The LORD is with me; he is my helper. I will look in triumph on my enemies."

Paul who wrote these words and he knew very well who was against him. The Jews were against him. The Romans were against him. The false teachers were against him. The magicians in Ephesus were against him. Satan and all his hordes were against him, for Paul was the one who wrote in Ephesians 6:12: “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places”.

Paul had a wide array of people who were against him. Those are the facts. But what matters to Paul is the correct interpretation of those facts. And Paul’s interpretation is that all the opposition against him is insignificant and inconsequential when set against the fact that God is for him. 

It’s so important that we begin to live in the realization that God is always for us. It's more than a theological statement. It's something we can know because of what God has done in history to prove it. God did not just say, “I love you.” He demonstrated it and proved it! 

He demonstrated it and proved it in verse 32: “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 

Romans 8:33-34  “Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.  34.  Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 

Paul is going to conclude chapter 8 with three questions: “Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? (v33), Who is he who condemns? (v34), Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? (v35).
 In the case of the last question which is not included in the libretto we see that nothing can as demonstrated by Romans 8:38-39 “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
The answer to the first question is something that the Father has done, while the answer to the second is something that Christ has done and is doing. These verses have a distinctly judicial flavour. Paul stands in the middle of the courtroom and he issues a challenge: “Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? 
In other words, "Who will bring a charge against the one whom God has foreknown and predestined and called and justified and glorified?" Then Paul turns to the prosecutor’s table. There is no one there. The reason that no one is there is because the Judge Himself has declared us to be righteous and not guilty. No one can overturn His ruling. 
This is more than a simple pardon. A pardon covers sins of the past, but does not apply to any future crimes. No judge ever issued a pardon for future crimes. When a man is pardoned, it means that he has been tried and found to be guilty, however, the punishment that he deserved, has been put aside. We have not been merely pardoned.  We have been justified!! And justification deals with the sins of the past, present and the future!! We have been placed on a right standing with God forever. We have been declared to be righteous in Christ. 

In verse 34 another very important question related to the matter of our eternal security is asked. Does anyone have the right to judge the believer and find them worthy of condemnation? Certainly not!! What is this section of Romans meant to accomplish in you? 
Well, to start with, it is meant to make you unshakably secure and confident regarding your salvation and to stir you up toward a much greater love and appreciation for God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. This verse says that since Christ died and was raised and is now at the right hand of God the Father and intercedes for you, no one can condemn you.

Four great aspects of Christ’s work are mentioned here in verse 34, and each is crucial. 

Firstly, He died.  “It is Christ who died”, says Paul. Keep in mind that He didn’t die for His own sins, for He had none. He died for ours. He died to save us from condemnation

Secondly it says that not only did Christ die, He also was raised from the dead. This is critical because it was by raising His Son that God proclaimed to the world that He was completely satisfied with the work Jesus had done on the Cross.  The Lord Jesus’ work of redemption was finished, and validated by the Father, and therefore nothing could stand in the way of Christ’s victorious resurrection and our eventual resurrection, too.

Thirdly it says that Jesus sits at the right hand of God the Father. Just as God rested on the seventh day after completing His Creative work, so Christ sat down when He finished His work of salvation.  “Sitting down” is a sign of finality. It signifies that nothing further either needs to be done or can be done concerning sin.  
Fourthly the Apostle takes this up as he mentions the fourth activity of Christ by stating “who also makes intercession for us”. The word, “intercession” means that Jesus Christ represents us before the throne of God and we do not have to represent ourselves. Jesus Christ prays for us at the right hand of the Father.  

Jesus Christ is the only way to God; He is the life of the believer, the hope of Israel, and the Heavenly High Priest of every Christian. He holds the keys of life and death and hell, and stands as Advocate and surety for everyone who believes on Him in truth. Salvation comes by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, who, as God and Man, fought our fight and won it, accepted our debt as His own and paid it, took our sins and died under them, and rose again to set us free. This is the true Christ; nothing less will do. Our whole relationship rests upon that magnificent Person. 

SALVATION – JUSTIFICATION

1. Justification means "vindication", therefore it is the judicial act of God whereby he imputes His righteousness to the new believer at the point of salvation, thereby justifying him. (2 Corinthians 5:21

2. Salvation justification occurs at the moment of faith in Christ. (Romans 3:28, 5:1, Galatians 3:24)

3. Salvation justification is based on the principle of grace. (Romans 3:24, Titus 3:7)

4. Therefore salvation justification does not occur through the Mosaic Law. (Romans 3:20, 28, Galatians 2:16)

5. Salvation justification is the imputation of divine righteousness to the one believing in Christ. (Genesis 15:6, Romans 3:22, 4:4, 5, 16, 8:30-32)

6. The work of justification was accomplished by Christ on the cross. (Romans 5:8, 9)

7. Because the work for our justification was accomplished on the cross, Christ was resurrected to relate justification to victory. (Romans 4:25)

8. Post salvation or Christian life justification is the production of maturity. (James 2:21-25)

CHRIST – MINISTRY AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD

As Christians we never have to face the enemy alone as the Lord Jesus Christ is at the right hand of the Father in the place of commendation. As such: 

1. Jesus Christ as our Advocate defends us -1 John 2:1, Romans 8:1, 32-34

2. Jesus Christ as our Intercessor prays for us - Romans 8:34, John 17, Ephesians 1:3, 20

3. Jesus Christ as our Great Shepherd supplies us - Psalm 23:1, Philippians 4:19, Hebrews 13:20-21

4. Jesus Christ as our Forerunner opens the path to God for us - Hebrews 6:20, 10:20, Romans 5:2

5. Jesus Christ as our High Priest sets us apart for service to God - Hebrews 5:5-10, 7:17-27, 10:5-18

6. We have a defender who has promised He will never leave us nor forsake us - Hebrews 13:5

7. He who keeps us never sleeps - Psalm 121

8. God's great power is shown towards us. He is at every moment watching over us for protection and provision.

9. Because of the ascension the Lord has received the promise of the Holy Spirit and poured it forth upon His obedient and believing disciples.

10. He has gone to prepare a place for us - John 14:1-3

11. The power of the glorified Christ is available through the power of the Holy Spirit.

12. Jesus Christ has been exalted above the angels and received a name which is above every name, everything is subject to Him and has become His footstool.

[53] Revelation 5: 12-14  Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and hath redeemed us to God by His blood, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 13 Blessing and honour, glory and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. Amen.

To the Lamb are ascribed seven rightful possessions. To Him belongs Power: 1 Corinthians 1:24 He is "Christ the power of God", Riches: 2 Corinthians 8:9 “Though He was rich yet for your sakes He became poor." Ephesians 3:8 Paul taught "the unsearchable riches of Christ." Wisdom: I Corinthians 1:24 "Christ the wisdom of God." Colossians 2:3 "In Whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom." Strength: He is the strong man of Luke 11:22, Philippians 4:13 "I can do all things through Him who strengthens me." 
Honour: Philippians 2:11 To Him every knee will bow, every tongue confess. Glory: John 1:14 "We beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth", Blessing: Ephesians. 1:3 We have received "Every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ".

The angels do not directly address the Lamb as did the elders, but they give to Him a sevenfold of praise. The angels differ however, as they merely celebrate the glory of the Lamb without explaining why He is worthy of these praises. 

The chorus is joined by all creation in verse 13. To God and the Lamb, eternal deity and perfect humanity, belong "blessing and honour and glory and dominion forever and ever." It is of interest that the word for power in verse 13 is different from that in verse 12 with the word “Kratos” which emphasises ruling power in this verse and “Dunamis” showing inherent power in the previous verse.

The only word from verse 14 used in the libretto is that uttered by the four living creatures "Amen," that is, "I believe it" It is in the imperfect active indicative showing that the speech is continuous. This is the adoration that closes the whole service of praise to the One upon the throne and to the Lamb. 

BLOOD SACRIFICE

1. Ever since the earliest recorded time God has required a blood sacrifice for sin. It is implied by the coats of skin provided by the Lord in the garden after Adam and Eve had attempted to clothe their nakedness with leaves. Abel brought an acceptable animal sacrifice, unlike Cain's who brought an unacceptable bloodless offering.

2. The requirement for blood sacrifices was continued with Noah after the flood; (cf. the near sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham); and was established as a requirement not only by the Passover lamb but also in the Levitical offerings.

3. When recording the will of God for Israel in the matter of food and the abstinence from eating "any manner of blood" Moses states "For the life of the flesh is in the blood; and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul." (Leviticus 17:10,11)

4. It is clear from the above that the life of an innocent victim (the animal sacrifice) acted as a shadow until the once and for all payment was paid with the true sacrifice of Christ.

5. There is an absolute necessity of the unique sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ as indicated by the phrase "the blood of Christ". (Romans 3:25, Ephesians 1:7, Hebrews 9:22)

6. Up to the time of the once and for all sacrifice the sins of believers were set aside adjacent to them (Gk. para) but since the cross they have been taken fully away.

7. The twelve elements of grace which involve the blood of Christ:-

a) The New Covenant. (Hebrews 8:8, 9:20-21)

b) The blood is the life. (John 6:53)

c) Purchase and Redemption. (Acts 20:28, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 1:18-19)

d) Propitiation. (Romans 3:25)

e) Justification. (Romans 5:9)

f) Sanctification. (Hebrews 13:12)

g) Cleansing. (Hebrews 9:14, 1 John 1:7, Revelation 7:14)

h) Victory. (Revelation 12:11)

i) The blood of sprinkling. (Hebrews 10:22, 1 Peter 1:2)

j) Made nigh. (Ephesians 2:13)

k) Peace. (Colossians 1:20)

l) Boldness to enter. (Hebrews 10:19)

8. It is of interest that the resurrection body consists of flesh and bone but apparently no blood.

AMEN

1. Amen means "so be it" or "I believe it".

2. It is used in three ways:

a) By the hearer to indicate that we agree with what has been said. (Numbers 5:22; Deuteronomy 27:12-26; Revelation. 5:14; 22:20.)

b) Used in prayer to signify that we believe our prayers will be heard and answered by God.(Psalm 41:13; Jeremiah 28:6). This is the meaning of the "amen" at the end of a prayer by one who leads in prayer, or by the congregation (1 Chronicles 16:36; Nehemiah 8:6; 1 Corinthians 14:16.)

c) Amen is used in (Revelation 3:14) as a name for our Lord Jesus Christ, as our security for this life and the guarantee that our life hereafter rests in Him (2 Corinthians 1:20).
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