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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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SPIRITISM IN AFRICA

DEMONS

Demons are real and the Bible is very clear about this subject. The devil has tried to blind a lot of people by making them believe that he and his angels do not exist.

It is therefore imperative that we examine this subject in detail. Let us examine the following;

1. Where did they come from?

2. What are their titles?

3. How do they function?

4. How can we identify those who are possessed?

5. How do people get possessed?

6. Who can be possessed?

1.WHERE DID THEY COME FROM?

Revelation 12:7 - And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon fought and his angels
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GREEK


ENGLISH
And there was

kai ginomai

and it came to be

War


polemos

battle, fight, war

Heaven


ouranos

air, sky ,heaven

Michael
Michael
an archangel

Angels


aggelos


messenger

Fought


polemoe

engaged in battle, make war

Against


katah


opposition

Dragon


drakon


look like serpent

And the dragon

kai hoheto drakon
and one looking like serpent

Fought


katah


opposition

And his angels

kai hautou aggelos
and his angels

It started in heaven when the devil rebelled against God and the angels of God led by Michael the archangel fought in opposition to what the devil did. The devil and his fellow rebellious angels fought back.  

Revelation 12:8  “And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.” 
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ENGLISH
And


kai


and

Prevailed not

ischou ou

prevailed not

Neither


oute


neither

Was their

hautou


their own                            

Place


topos


place, room

Found


heurisko

find, perceive, see

Anymore

eti 


anymore, any longer, still

In


en


in, throughout

Heaven


ouranos

air, heaven

The devil and his fellow rebellious angels were defeated and their room that they could occupy in heaven was no longer available for them to live there. So they became homeless and now started to move about looking for a place to stay (Luke 11:24 – 26`) . Therefore, they can stay anywhere where it is empty on earth. That is why they can stay in animals or human beings. Some times even in trees and most times in water.

In verses 9 and 10 of the same chapter 12 of the book of the Revelation the devil and his angels were cast down on earth from heaven because there is no place for them to stay. At the present time the devil from time to time can go into heaven and accuse the children of God.  

Demons are fallen angels who were deceived by Lucifer ( Satan ) who is still their master and leader in their fight against the children of God. Every Christian is in the battle with these spiritual beings.

WHAT ARE THEIR TITLES

Demons are known by many names depending on what one is describing in accordance with their work. The following are some of the names.

1. Devils  

2. Unclean spirits

3. Evil spirits

4. Strange spirits 

5. Princes and Kings
1. DEVILS               daimonion               devils, gods

They are called devils because they are followers of the Satan who is called the devil. Satan plans their missions and their actions are a replica of what Satan does. The demons just fulfill the desires and goals of the devil himself. They do only things that please him. All what they do is designed by Satan.

2. UNCLEAN SPIRITS  

Demons are called unclean because their works are dirt and abominations before the righteous God. Whatever dirty works you can think of are influenced by demons.

3. EVIL SPIRITS

Demons are called evil spirits because they perform no good work at all. All what they do is to harm and injure the children and the work of God. Satan their master is the source of evil. Even when some works may seem to be good, their aim is to accomplish evil.

4. STRANGE SPIRITS OR GODS

Demons perform only strange things that are contrary to the good life of mankind and Godliness. Their work sometimes may appear to be normal but when you examine that work properly, you may see the evil behind that work. They are strange gods and those who worship any god apart from the Triune God worship demons. 
The Bible is very clear when it states that JESUS is the only way to the FATHER and that those who worship Him must do so in the SPIRIT and TRUTH. (John 4:24, 14:6 )

John 4:24  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

John 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me

5. PRINCES AND KINGS

They are referred to as princes because they are rulers of darkness.  Satan knows organizing things. All demons work according to the areas they have been assigned in.

Each continent, country or city has a demon that rules and commands other demons to influence the situations . Daniel  10:12 – 13.”Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words.
Dan 10:13  But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia. 
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HEBREW


ENGLISH
Prince



s´ar



Keeper, Ruler ,lord

Kingdom


malku^th, malku^th

Realm, Kingdom, Empire, 

Persia



paras



Persia, Persians

Withstood


amad



Cause to stand still, tarry

One



echad



One

Twenty



‛es´riym



Score, Twenty

Days



yom



Days

Lo



hinneh



Behold, lo, see

Michael



miyka'el



Who is like God

One



'echad



One

Chief



ri'shon  ri'shon


Eldest, first

Prince



s´ar



Keeper, Ruler ,lord Princes

Came



bo'



Come, pull in

Help



‛azar



To surround, aid , protect

And I



'ăniy



Me, myself

Remained


yathar



Remained, Left

There



sham



There
Kings



melek



King, Royal

There are demons that are entrusted by Satan to govern or rule different areas and they do fight to prevent God’s work progress and the children of God from receiving their answers and blessings from God. They fight any one who does God’s work. So whenever we encounter obstacles in our personal lives or Ministry, we must know that the evil one is at work.

The moment we repent from our sins and accept Jesus Christ as our Personal Saviour and Lord of our Life then we are engaged in the war with Satan and his Angels. He will oppose any thing that we are going do to help us grow in our Christian life or any thing that will take the Kingdom of God forward. That is why it is important that whatever we do, we pray about it and put God first.

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in  high places. (Ephesians 6:12)

We should therefore be aware that there are Demons ruling in every area we go to and that as believers we are at war with these spiritual rulers.

HOW DO THEY FUNCTION

The functioning of Demons is very wide and they do work according to different areas, cultures and customs of the land. One thing we must understand is that associating and agreeing with demons in any way is worshiping Satan.

Some people worship Satan openly. Others do that unknowingly. Demons work according to the customs and manners of the land they live in. The way they work in Africa may differ from the way the may function in Europe, America or Asia. Some of the activities may be similar but most of them differ even though the goal is to kill and destroy the purpose of God.

Some works of Satan through his angels the demons might appear to be good but the purpose for any demonic work is to oppose God. The Bible says the devil sometimes appears like the angel of light.

SOME SPECIFIC DEMON WORKS

1. ANGER

2. DEPRESSION

3. ADULTERY

4. WITCHCRAFT

5. SICKNESS

1. ANGER

Anger is something that the devil likes to use. When a person is possessed with a demon of anger gets annoyed even when there is nothing to get annoyed about. It is therefore important to guard against this kind of demon by always keeping quiet and pray before answering. 

Anger is very destructive. It is described in Galatians 5:19-21 as the work of the flesh. And in the book of Romans the Bible says carnality is enmity with God. If we allow anger to overtake us then we are giving way to the devil to control our lives. When the devil has taken control of the life of a person, it is very difficult to be set free unless he or she goes through prayer of deliverance. Galatians 5:19-21 – “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,  20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 21 Envying, murders, drunkenness, retellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things

Looking at this words listed above, one is able to tell they are contrary to the work of the spirit of God. To perform all these works in your life, one has to be influenced by outside forces, which are demons. It is therefore important that we start to see things with spiritual eyes. When we see a person so much living unclean life we need to know that he or she needs a spiritual mending rather than physical.

In 1982 we had a fellowship of very zealous young men and women. One day we were invited to pray for a lady who had been sick for more than one year and she was all bones. When we were talking to her she was speaking with a very feeble voice. When we started to pray for her, there was a very big roaring sound like a Lion which sent a number of the people on the group scampering. She rose from the bed and suddenly she was strong and went on to scare everyone in the house. 
We realized this were demons. We started to cast them out and after the demons were cast out, the lady was completely healed and rose from the bed and walked instantly. It was the demons that had brought the sickness on her. Soon after she was delivered from demons, she was well again. It did not take time before she even gained the weight again. 

HOW CAN WE IDENTIFY THOSE WHO ARE POSSESED

People who are possessed act strangely from time to time. It is not always the case that if one is possessed he or she will be falling to the ground. Some will look very normal but when the demons manifest then they will do things that the demons want to do. The demons take over the spirit of that person and the person is not himself.

DREAMS

People who are possessed usually have dreams that are most times frightening. They may be having dreams where animals are most times chasing them; someone is threatening to throw them in water or deep pits. 

Testimonies from those who were once possessed with demons of adultery and prostitution have indicated that before they were delivered they were having dreams of dogs chasing them and dog bites. Other common dreams from women who have been possessed is that they dream having sex with men they cannot identify. Many times these women find it very difficult to get married. Every time there is a man who proposes marriage to them the demons reject these men and pose as their husbands. 

A certain woman who is a very strong Christian and now married narrated of how every time a man approached her for marriage the demons in the dreams would threaten to kill her if she accepted because the demons claimed they were married to her.

A friend of mine who is now a Pastor was involved in witchcraft before he was saved. In his many testimonies he narrates of how they would enter into houses and have sex with women without their husbands knowing while the women themselves were having dreams.

MOODS

Bad moods are usually signs of demon possession. Demons would change the mood of the person in very short time. One can be smiling and in a moment he gets annoyed without anybody annoying him or her. This is very common among African women. Many times women ask for prayer because they don’t understand why they get annoyed even when no one has angered them. Sometimes they would wake up and something they don’t know would tell them not to talk to anyone. 

Some married women have testified that before they became Christians, they would hear someone telling them to hate their husbands or just have a feeling not to talk to their husbands and would decide to leave the home to go and stay with other people.

We have sometimes encountered problems from some women who would stay in the bedroom for two or three days without coming out just because they don’t feel like seeing any person.

HOW DO PEOPLE GET POSSESED?

People get possessed in many ways. They get possessed through 
1. Inheriting from parents 

2. Consulting mediums

3. Associating with certain traditions

4. Playing and listening to music dedicated to demons

5. Opening oneself to sin 

It important to note that all demon possession comes because of engaging in things that is contrary to God’s ways. Any one who has not got Jesus in his or her life is a candidate of demon possession.  As I have pointed earlier on that demons are spirits and can only perform their evil work when they enter a physical body. Luke 11:24 states that a demon can leave one place and go to look somewhere else to go and leave. The bible says the demon passes in dry places to look for a physical place to live in. If the demon finds no suitable place, decides to go back to it s former place and if the place is empty then invites other seven to go strengthen its possession.

Luke 11:24  When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return unto my house whence I came out. 
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ENGLISH
When



hotan


Whenever, as soon as

Unclean


akathartos

Impure, unclean

Spirit



pneuma

Spirit. Ghost or Demon

Gone out


exerchomai

Depart, escape,  get out or go away

Man



anthropos

Human being 

Walketh


dierchomai

Go about

Through


dia


Among, after, through

Dry



anudros

Dry, Without water

Places



topos


Locations

Seeking


zeteo


Seek, desire

Rest



anapausis

Rest

Finding



heurisko

Find, Get or obtain

None



me


None, Nothing 

Return



huposrepho

Back again, Turn back, Return

House



oikos


House, Home

Came from


excerchomai

Escape, Get out, Depart

Luke 11:24-26  “When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return unto my house whence I came out. 25  And when he cometh, he findeth it swept and garnished. 26  Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. 

Demons do not stay where the Holy Spirit is. They choose dirty places because they are dirty. The meaning here of the unclean spirit finding the house empty and swept is that the unclean spirit is no longer there, and the Lord Jesus is also not there. It is therefore very important that when one is delivered from demon possession he lets Jesus into his life as Lord of his life. If the demon comes back and finds Jesus, the demon cannot go in because the house is occupied. If the heart, which is the house, is not occupied, then the demon seeks other powers to assist him to consolidate its stay. The Bible says the state of that person will be worse than the beginning. The state of the person becomes eight times worse than the former state. 

In Africa whenever demons are cast out from the person, he or she is told about this passage and the consequences of rejecting Jesus Christ at that stage. The person must clearly be told what may befall him if he or she does not become a Christian at that time.

Even when we are disciplining Christians and teaching them to deal with demons, we do not leave out this part. If this part is left out then the job has not been done.

1.  INHERITING FROM PARENTS

Many people inherit demons through the rituals or traditions that are performed in the tribes and families. In most African tribes when Children are born, they perform certain traditions on the baby, which are usually perceived to be protection from bad luck or from harm by evil people. Africans believe that as the people come to see the new baby, some come with evil intensions to harm the baby.

Some Parents cast spells upon their babies so that they can posses the same characteristics as their parents when they grow up. In this way some babies are initiated into witchcraft just from birth. Except they accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour in most cases the character of the people who pass in this rituals are very evil. 

2. CONSULTING MEDIUMS
People can get possessed when they consult witchdoctors. There are more witchdoctors than conventional Medical Doctors in Africa. Because of the traditions, many people trust the traditional healers more than they trust the Hospitals. Today, televisions are flooded with adverts of Traditional Healers who claim to have remedies for a number of diseases and claim to end bad luck for those who cannot get married, can’t find employment or cannot pass well in school. 

Sometimes these things seem to be working but it is all the devils work. A friend of mine who was a witch but now is a Pastor narrates how they would bewitch someone and prevent that person from getting married. If that person finds someone to marry they would prevent the person by making the person hate his or her lover for no apparent reason. 
If the person does not get delivered through prayer, he or she is forced to go and see a witch Doctor to give him or her charms to attract men or women. In most cases the Witch Doctor because he possesses some higher power may send a possessed man to marry that person. The marriage will be full of problems and the person ends up also highly possessed.

The Bible is against consultation of mediums or witch Doctors, as they are popularly known in Africa. In the western world they are called fortunetellers or palm readers.

When the children of Israel were getting into the Promised Land, God warned them not to have anything to do with mediums or familiar spirits because the practice was a pagan tradition and doing so was worshiping a foreign God. He told them that the reason God was driving out the natives of that land was because they were practicing such kind of things. 

BIBLE PASSAGES

Leviticus 19:31  Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the LORD your God. 

Leviticus  20:27  A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them. 

Deuteronomy  18:9 -12 “When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations. 10  There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son  or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 11  Or a charmer, or a consulter of familiar spirits, or a wizard,or a necromancer. 12  For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee. 

If a person leaves his dependence on Jehovah God and goes to consult a familiar spirit or witch Doctor will get possessed because he or she has turned to worship Satan. And from that time whatever the person does will be controlled by demons. The life of the person changes and his mind becomes evil and miserable. The act of involvement in the practice of any demon activity was punishable by death in the Old Testament. 

We need to depend on God to solve all our problems. Consulting familiar Spirits is denying God and putting Satan First instead of God. God is our creator who has power to solve any problem we may face and we are to depend on him. Proverbs 3:5-8  “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  6  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 7  Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.  8  It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. 
3.
ASSOCIATING WITH CERTAIN TRADITIONS

In Africa, there are traditions that are performed by tribes basing on their historic background. There were a lot of wars before the people before they settled down in the areas where they are now. If they won the war, they would celebrate and sacrifice to their gods. They did still sacrifice even if they lost the war. 
Because of that, they have continued to celebrate and make sacrifices each year and during this time idol worshiping is highly practiced. All those who participate in them end up possessed. It may not be known or seen immediately but as time goes on strange things start to happen to these people. Almost all the tribes in Africa practice some annual event where they worship ancestors.

When casting out demons, in most cases they would talk and tell you that they are troubling the victim because he has not been observing certain traditions they started to do at a particular time. The rule is that when you once participate in these traditions, then you should continue to do so every year. 
If you miss one year then you have committed an offence against the spirits and you must be punished. To correct the situation, you have to perform some rituals prescribed by the keepers of these ancestral spirits, which is a further worship of demons and makes the person to be more enslaved.

These traditions go with eating and abstaining from some foods. If you participate in these customs then at a certain stage you must eat or stop eating certain foods. If you go contrary to the required rules you have to be punished by the gods. 

In Zambia we have a traditional ceremony in Eastern Province where it is required that to be a leader of that tribe you must be ready to drink the blood of bulls. And it is a requirement among many tribes in Africa that to be a leader of a clan you must protect yourself and your family from your enemies by acquiring strong charms. This makes the entire family members get possessed and all their offspring inherit the same demons. 
Unless they become Christians, the spirits of those charms will control their lives. These demons are very difficult which only go away with the person renouncing the act that they performed as members of the family and by intensive prayer. 

These should not be allowed among believers because the traditions enslave people. The Bible is against these kinds of things. We have in Africa some cults who have these traditions in the name of church. They teach their followers not to eat some foods like pork and goat meat. They drink blood from animals and would not eat flesh of black chickens or certain types of fish. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
1Timothy 4:1-5 “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;  2  Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;  3  Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth  4  For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: 5  For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.”
As Christians we must be very careful and give ourselves to prayer and studying of the word of God so that we will be able to judge every doctrine and discern when something is being done under the influence of the evil spirits. Many cults in Africa will pretend to be Christians but acting under the manifestation of Demons.

We have some so called Christian groups who when they are speaking and demons manifest will start to roar like Lions and prophesy while some will claim a name of one of the Apostles ‘s spirit has come upon them and start to speak like that Apostle. They cannot pray or preach if they are not dressed like an old Apostle. These type churches are common in Zimbabwe, Zambia and South Africa. We have some in West Africa who practice Satanism in the name of Church. The people who attend these churches end up all possessed as they lay their hands on them whenever they pray for them.

4.
PLAYING MUSIC DEDICATED TO DEMONS.

A certain Pastor from the Democratic Republic of Congo who was initiated into witchcraft at the age of three years by his father has been going around many countries testifying the of the things God has delivered him from. 
In his one of the Testimonies he narrates of how the many musicians who are popular in Africa get their songs from the demons under the water in the Indian and Atlantic Ocean. He narrates that all their music is given when by power of demons they go under the water and stay there for a week or more days and receive and write the music whilst there. 
When the music is finally recorded, it is dedicated to the demons that inspired them. This makes those who constantly listen and dance to this type of music to get possessed. This sounds extreme but this kind of things in Africa is very common and is real. 
There are certain traditional music in Africa which those who dance to them do so only when they are under the influence of demons. If the demons have not manifested then they cannot dance. Some Witch finders have some people who play some drums and singing as they dance. During the time they are dancing he would be sprinkling some traditional medicines and all those who are sprinkled will get possessed and start to mention names of all witches and wizards present or not present but are in the area. Equally those who may dance to that music or stay there long may also get possessed.

If a Christian attends such kind of meetings he or she will be identified by all those under the influence of the demons and will be chased away because the Holy Spirit in him or her will defeat any demon around. When a Christian comes to that place. Everything that they are doing comes to a stand still and they would not like anything disturbing their work. 
They usually would physically remove the Christian from their midst if he or she cannot leave on his or her own. The Bible says the demons at the mention or the presence  of Jesus Christ they tremble. Demons are the enemies of God and at the presence of God they cannot stand.

BIBLE PASSAGES

Isaiah 64:2  As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy presence! 

James 2:19  Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. 

It is therefore important that as Christians we do not remain ignorant of what the devil may do.

Demons also cannot stand gospel music that is sung under the anointing of the Holy Spirit. The experience in many African churches where the true Gospel is preached and righteousness prevails, if demon possessed person comes there, the demons will manifest and leave as they pray or as they sing. Even in the Old Testament whenever   David played the music, the demon would leave Saul. Because Saul did not repent, the demon returned back to him and troubled him again. 

Demons also do not stand the mention of name of Jesus. There are testimonies by those who were once possessed that whenever any person mentioned the name of Jesus, they felt like some fire was going through them. They screamed or ran away from the place where the name was being mentioned. 

Whenever demons are cast out from the person, asking them to mention the name of Jesus as Lord tests them. If the person is still under the influence of demons, they cannot mention the name of Jesus. Instead they would be just looking at you.

There are also religious demons that pretend to be Christians. But prayerful Christians can easily know the people who are under this kind of demonic power. They can mention the name of Jesus but cannot pray when they are in the presence of righteous Children of God. You can also know them by the life that they live. The fruits they bear are works of the flesh. Jesus spoke about these type of people who call him as Lord but do not do his will. They are pretenders. They can deceive some Christians but not for long.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Matthew 7:15-23 “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.  16  Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do  men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?  17  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.  18  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forthgood fruit. 19  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  20  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.  21  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  23  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

OPENING ONESELF TO SIN

Sin is the cause of any problem we can think of. Demons influence people to sin. Therefore anyone who commits sin opens himself to demon possession or oppression.

Most of those who have once practiced witchcraft have narrated how they identified Christians living a righteous life and those living in sin. They say those who are living in righteousness have a ring of light surrounding them wherever they go. If a witch wants to hurt them, he cannot pass through it. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Job 1:10  Hast not thou made a hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. 

MY EXPERIENCE

In 1983, I was looking for a house to rent. A white friend of mine who was not a Christian but one who respected Christianity offered me to live in a house he had paid for, for three months. He had paid for that house because he wanted his daughter to stay there. His daughter declined to stay in the house because she did not like the location. When he learnt that I was looking for house to rent, he offered me to stay there with my three cousins for the period he had paid for so that I can continue to pay for myself after three months.

When we moved in the house, we started a house fellowship. We were also having prayers from 18:00hrs to 20:00hrs (6:00 pm to 8:00pm) every day. At the end of three months I went to pay for another three months. To my surprise, the landlord who was also staying just next to the house, refused to get the money and gave us only one week to stay in the house while we were looking for a house somewhere else. We asked him for the reason he did not want us too stay there. He did not tell us any concrete reason but just said he did not like the noise we made when we sang Christian music.

Later on after we had moved from there, we learnt that the man practiced witchcraft. He was going into people’s houses and had sex with women in their sleep or took men by magic and used them to work in the way he wanted them to.

It happened that every time he wanted to enter in our house to make fun of us, he failed because our house was sealed. He told our white friend that whenever he wanted to come in the house, he saw no window or door of the house. He was upset with us because we were under the power that he failed to understand whenever he used his magic. We were covered with the power of the Holy Spirit and God had belt an edge around us. When he came in the morning he saw the door. But whenever he came with the intention to harm us, then God would not allow him. He hid us under his power.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Psalm  91:1-7 “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. :2  I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 3  Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. 4  He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. :5  Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; 6  Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday.  7  A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.

Satan and his angels can only touch Christians if God permits them like he did to Job. Even if they are touched it cannot be beyond their ability to take the test. At the end of the test there is always a blessing and it is for the Christian’s good. 

BIBLE PASSAGES

1 Corinhtians  10:13  “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”
Romans 8:28  “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” 

CAN CHRISTIANS BE POSSESSED?

There is a controversy surrounding this subject. Some believe that, it is possible for a Christian to be possessed while another group say that it is not possible for one with the Spirit of God getting possessed.

In my own understanding, I will put it in two words. The two words are; Possession and Oppression. These two words are the words in which the demons dominate the either the Non Christians or Christians. Possession is for unbelievers and oppression is for Christians.

Possession is when the demons have the entire control of the whole personality of the person and can control is mind and spirit. The person in this case cannot do anything to free him or herself. He or she will need deliverance by casting out of the demons in him or her. These are people who have not repented from their sins and have not got Jesus in their lives. They are enslaved by the demons and cannot do anything except what the demons want them to do. If they try to pray, they cannot because the demons manifest and disturb them. The devils use them to perform bad things. Demons are spirits who need Physical bodies to work, so they use human beings to communicate with people.

Oppression is when the demons are not in total control of the person but are able to inflict pain on the person. They can cause problems in the life of the person but they have no ability to posses his mind and spirit. When a Person is born again, the Spirit of God takes control of his spirit and cannot be taken over by any other spirit. The house is not empty because there is someone in it, who is the Lord of lords Jesus Christ.

A Christian cannot be possessed but can be oppressed. If a Christian lives in sin, he opens himself to the devil to oppress him by bringing in his life problems like sicknesses and other psychological problems.

OTHER ACTIVITIES OF DEMONS AS EXPERIENCED IN AFRICA

These are some of the activities of demons in Africa. A man who has been practicing demonism for some years narrated these and he is still in it. He noticed that he was possessed when he was a quiet young man. He says one day while traveling from one village to the other some thing got hold of his mind and started to see things that were strange. 

REGIONS

Demons are grouped according to regions. Every region has a ruler who every demon obeys. No demon of equal power can go into that area without the permission of the Spirit that rules the area. If a demon goes into the area without permission, then it can be punished or imprisoned.

Demons cause those who believe in them to worship them. They also provide food and luck for their worshipers so that they are blinded further.

In the Northern part of Zambia there is a place where demons have been providing fish once every year. What has been happening is that between June and September water would come into a plain like land and the place would be flooded mysteriously and the fish would come in this shallow water. The people would then go in and catch the fish without problems. 
They would go on catching the fish for two or three weeks and suddenly the water with the fish would go into the big caves of the mountains where the water came from. If anyone tries to follow the water or catch the fish from these holes or caves they end up meeting snakes and if they insist would meet their deaths.

This area is very well known and there is someone who is the keeper of the gods in the area. The same person is the priest and prophet of the spirits of the area. A week or two before the flooding, the demons inform him of what is going to happen and the rules for that year although the rules are almost the same every year. He is told about the rules at the time he is sacrificing to the gods. The same person announces the day the water will come and the day the water will disappear. 

Sometimes he may announce the coming of different types of birds and the people would be catching these birds without any problem. Anyone participating in this catch may end up possessed. Some people who have gone there and have not followed the rules that are set by the demons in order to participate in the catch have gone mad or got lost in the bush and died.

STRANGE BUT TRUE
One of the evil things that happen in this area is that they would pick a baby girl and take it to the shrine and give the baby to a very big snake which is always in a small hut or the cave and the snake could play with the baby for one or two hours. That is called marriage of the god to that child. From that moment the child could be taken to that snake until the age of fourteen or fifteen. 
The rule is that the child cannot stop visiting the snake unless another ritual is performed and replaced by another baby girl. If the girl is not replaced, she can go up to twenty years of age but the strange thing is that this girl or this woman cannot menstruate as long as she is still visiting the snake. At that particular time she is considered to be a wife of that god. No man can propose to her. In most cases they would perform the ritual to allow her get married at fourteen years of age. If the ritual is not performed to free her then she cannot get married or menstruate for the rest of her life.

During the period of the catch, the girl would be kept with the snake until the end of the catch ends. They would only be taking the food to cave where the child and the snake are. 

He also confesses that some of the things that happen there are very evil but he does not into details. He admitted that the Bible is truly the word of God. He says if among those who go there, there is one carrying a Bible then things would not work unless that person goes back.

This time very few people go there to participate in this annual catch because the area has been reached with the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. A lot of people now have realized that the whole event is very demonic and evil.

THE ISLAND

On one of the lakes in the same region in Kaputa District of Northern Zambia, there is an Island about two Kilometers from the shore. On this Island it was believed that there was a god (demon) and only those authorized by the demons of the area would reach that Island. If anyone not possessed tried to get there, he would meet a very bad storm before he got there. No one was able to photograph the Island. The pictures would only come out blank. This was happening just as recent as 1960. These things stopped happening when the Roman Catholic Priests went and prayed there.

FIRES AND ACCIDENTS

There is a lot of witchcraft in Africa that the demons of witchcraft cause fire and accidents to destroy property and lives of innocent people. They do that in order to shed human blood for sacrifice to their gods. The more they shed human blood the more they become stronger and are promoted to higher ranks in the demon world.

WATER FALLS

Waterfalls in Africa are considered to be sacred by demon worshippers and a lot of demon activities go on around them. There is a waterfall on the river that divides Luapula Province and Northern Province called Kundabwika Falls. It is a tourist attraction. Before it became a tourist activity, It was considered a sacred place and anyone wishing to visit the place had to perform some kind of rituals before getting there.

It is believed that the place was place for a god of that area and he controlled all the lives of people living in the area. Whenever people wanted to visit the waterfalls they were required to carry something to go and sacrifice before they saw any thing there. 
The person who narrates this says if anyone went there without something to sacrifice would not see anything there. He or she became blind or to him or her, the water stopped falling and could only see the river flowing normally as if there were not any waterfalls. If he or she is not lucky depending on the day may not come back but would fall in the water and drown even if he or she is an expert in swimming.

Those who managed to fulfill the requirements to visit the falls saw a lot funny things going on there. They saw sometimes snakes of different colours playing around, doves, or just people of different races swimming there.

On certain days they found a wedding going on in the midst of the water. No camera could pick any of what was seen there. The first pictures were photographed in 1950 when some missionaries from Europe visited the place and conducted prayers on the site. From that time until now people are able to take pictures of the Water Falls. The people in the area believe the coming of Christianity has reduced the powers of the spirits 

Even though the things that were happening there, no longer happen, many people who are demon worshippers still visit the place and make sacrifices. People travel from very far places within Zambia to come and worship the spirits at the Water Falls. The keeper of the gods still lives there and he is the one who tells the visitors the rules to be followed while they are there. In all these it is clearly known to Demon worshippers that the God of the Christians is above any other god on the face of the earth and is extremely feared.

FALLING OF WITCHES

The flying of witches is a common thing in Zambia. From the time Zambia was declared a Christian Nation, we have had incidences where witches have crash landed because they have encountered the power of God as they have been flying and have been forced down. The power that they use for flying is cannot work where there is the power of God, In most cases if they are flying over a place where Christians are praying then they will crush. When they fall down then every one can see them and can even physically be hurt.

Most of those who fall down do remember whatever happened to them and will tell you where they have come from and where they were going. They can even tell you what their mission was and who they wanted to kill. A few get confused and would look like they are lost.

CHRISTIANITY IS THE ANSWER.

Many remedies are tried to deliver people from demon possession but these methods are just moving from one form of demon worship to the other. The only true deliverance will come to the person through Jesus Christ. Jesus is the answer. He defeated Satan when he went to the cross for us.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Colossians 1:9-14 “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;  10  That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;  11  Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;  12  Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:  14  In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:

When a person is born again, he or she is rescued from the power of darkness or the kingdom of demons and translated or changed into the kingdom of Jesus Christ. It is a citizenship change. Jesus fought the battle to rescue us.

BIBLE PASSAGES

Colossians 2:13-15 “And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 14  Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 15  And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

It does not matter at what level one has gone in demon worship or how many demons are in him; anyone who comes with a willing heart to Jesus Christ can be set free.

There is no God like our God. He is the King of kings and the Lord of lords.

Jesus said whoever comes to Him; He will not cast away. His arms are open waiting to receive who so ever will come to Him with a heart of repentance. You can be set free, today if you confess your sins and invite Jesus into your heart.

HE CAME TO SET THE CAPTIVES FREE.

BIBLE PASSAGES

Luke 4:18-19  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sigh to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 19  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” 

Romans 10:8-13  “But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, [even] in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; :9  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11  For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 12  For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 13  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

Acts 4:12  Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 
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