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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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THE PERSON AND MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The ministry of the Holy Spirit is critical in the life of the Believer prior to salvation, at salvation, in the Christian life and at the Rapture. In this paper we will investigate from a Biblical viewpoint what this ministry is in the particularly in the period in which we live 

1. CHARACTER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
The Holy Spirit is a person not a thing. He is the third person of the Trinity being the same in Character but different in function to the Father and The Lord Jesus Christ. 

In character He is :-

a) SOVEREIGNTY - 1 Corinthians 12:11 " But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will." c f  Hebrews 2:4  “God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?”

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS   - The Holy Spirit – Purely by the name Holy Spirit we see he is righteous

c) JUSTICE - Nehemiah 9:20  “Thou gavest also thy good spirit to instruct them, and withheldest  not thy manna from their mouth, and gavest them water for their thirst.”

d) LOVE - John 16:7-11 “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.”  c f  1 Corinthians 2:10 “But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit  searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.”
e) ETERNAL LIFE - Isaiah 48:16 “Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me”. cf Romans 8:11 - But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in  you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal  bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
f) ALL KNOWING - 1 Corinthians 2:10, 11 "But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God."
g) EVERYWHERE -  Psalm 139:7 " Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?"
h) ALL-POWERFUL - Romans 15:19 – “Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ”.
i) UNCHANGEABLE - John 14:16 – “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever”
j) TRUTH - 1 John 5:6, “This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by  water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth  witness, because the Spirit is truth.” cf John 14:17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it  seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with  you, and shall be in you.
2. FUNCTION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

In function however the members of the Trinity are different the Father is the Planner, the Son executes the Plan and the Holy Spirit reveals the Plan. John 16:13-15 " Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you."
3. MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN HISTORY

There are ministries of the Holy Spirit to various groups in history. They vary in relation to what group God is dealing with and in which age the ministry is taking place. Whilst not a comprehensive coverage we will now look at the ministries of the Holy Spirit in the following categories

Ministry for humanity as a whole

Ministry of the Holy Spirit prior to Pentecost

Ministry of the Holy Spirit to the Lord Jesus Christ during his First Advent

Ministry to Unbelievers

Ministry to Believers in the Church Age.

Ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Tribulation 

Ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Millennium

4. THE HOLY SPIRIT’S MINISTRY WHICH APPLIES TO THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE

[a] HE PROVIDED SCRIPTURE for men to be guided to and by God. He is the true author of Scripture  2 Timothy 3:16 " All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:", 

2 Peter 1:20,21 " "Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost".

[b] HE RESTRAINS EVIL. This restraint of evil is removed prior to the Tribulation making that future period the worst period in human history  2 Thessalonians 2:6-8 " And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:" In this passage note that the restrainer is "he" not "it' indicating that God the Holy Spirit is a person. When He is taken out of the way all believers are removed from the earth. This is at the Rapture of the Church.
5 MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT PRIOR TO PENTECOST

[A] IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, THE HOLY SPIRIT DID NOT INDWELL ALL BELIEVERS
The Holy Spirit did not indwell since Christ was not yet glorified (John 7:39). “But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him  should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was  not yet glorified.”  In the history of mankind it is noted that the advent of the Holy Spirit follows that of the Lord Jesus Christ

The First Advent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost post-dated that of the Lord Jesus Christ

The Holy Spirit is withdrawn at the Rapture of the Church to return after the Second Advent of Jesus Christ when He is poured out on all flesh.  Joel 2:28 – “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions”
[B] INSTEAD, HE ONLY CAME UPON SOME OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS TO PERFORM SPECIAL FUNCTIONS.

a) JOSEPH, a believer who was a prime minister. Genesis 41:38, 39 –“And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as this  is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is? 39  And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all  this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art 
b) Believers who were artisans occupied in the construction of the Tabernacle. Exodus 28:3 And thou shalt speak unto all that are wise hearted, whom I have  filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make Aaron's garments to consecrate him, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office.

c) Believers involved in administration. Numbers 11:16, 17 - And the LORD said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and officers over them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, that they may stand there with thee. 17  And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will take  of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them; and they shall  bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone.
d) A believer who was both a political and military leader - JOSHUA (Numbers 27:18  And the LORD said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him
e) Certain Judges:  GIDEON Judges 6:34  But the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet;

 and Abiezer was gathered after him,  SAMSON Judges 15:14  And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him: and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands loosed from off his hands.

f) DAVID as King of Israel 1 Samuel 16:13 - Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of  his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that  day  forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.
g) DANIEL  Daniel  6:3 - Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes,  because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over  the whole realm.
h) Post exilic rulers(Zechariah  12-14 ​“And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive  branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out  of themselves? 13  And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I  said, No, my lord. 14  Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the LORD  of the whole earth.”
[C] BELIEVERS IN ISRAEL COULD BE DISCIPLINED BY THE REMOVAL OF THE SPIRIT:

a) SAUL 1 Samuel 16:14 “But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit  from the LORD troubled him.” It is of interest here that an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him showing that God has ultimate control over the fallen angels

b) DAVID Psalm 51:11 “Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit  from me.” This is not a legitimate prayer today as the Holy Spirit is as Christians since Pentecost have the Holy Spirit permanently within us as seen in John 14:16,17  “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;  17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it  seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 
C . A BELIEVER COULD OBTAIN THE HOLY SPIRIT BY REQUEST 

2 Kings 2:9, 10 - And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And  Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. 10  And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see  me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall  not be so., cf   Luke 11:13  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your  children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit  to them that ask him?

In contrast now we as believers receive the indwelling of the Holy Spirit forever at the point of salvation

D. JESUS GAVE THE HOLY SPIRIT WITHOUT REQUEST TO THE DISCIPLES JUST BEFORE THE ASCENSION

The purpose was to sustain them for the ten day interim before the Church Age would begin. John 20:22   And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:
E. THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS INVOLVED IN THE CONVERSION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS

This is shown in the conversation between the Lord Jesus Christ and Nicodemus in John 3:5-7  “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born  of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7  Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.” The effectiveness of this discussion is shown later when it was Nicodemus who was with Joseph carried the body of Christ to the tomb indicating that Nicodemus had become a believer. 
6. MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIIRT TO JESUS CHRIST DURING HIS FIRST ADVENT

A. The ministry of the Spirit in sustaining Jesus Christ was prophesied in the Old Testament. Isaiah 11:1-2 “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a  Branch shall grow out of his roots:  2  And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom  and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge  and of the fear of the LORD” cf Revelation 4:5  And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.

2. The virgin birth was only possible by the work of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 1: 18 - 20,  Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with  child of the Holy Ghost. 19  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make  her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily. 20  But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the LORD  appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to  take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the  Holy Ghost. cf Hebrews 10:5. Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me 

3. The Holy Spirit was given without measure (constant unhindered filling) to the humanity of Christ. John 3:34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth  not the Spirit by measure unto him.
4. The Holy Spirit was related to the baptism of Jesus. Matthew 3:16  “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:
5. The Holy Spirit sustained Jesus Christ during his earthly ministry. (Matthew 12:18, 28 Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment to the Gentiles., 28  But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you.
6. The Lord acknowledged the work of the Spirit in his works and miracles.  Luke 4:14-21. And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all the region round about. 15  And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. 16  And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 17  And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And  when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 18  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to  preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to  preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to  set at liberty them that are bruised, 19  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 20  And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat  down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21  And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled  in your ears.

7. The sustaining ministry of the Holy Spirit was withdrawn from the Lord when he bore our sins on the cross. Matthew 27:46, “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” cf Psalm 22

8. The Holy Spirit had a part in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Romans 8:11 - But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in  you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal  bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you., 1 Peter 3:18  “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit
9. The present ministry of the Holy Spirit to Jesus Christ  John 7:38-39  - He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 39  (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.), John 16:14 - He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.
10. The same sustaining ministry of the Holy Spirit is passed on to us at salvation, and we are commanded to make use of this ministry to grow thereby. Galatians 5:16  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh, Ephesians  3:16, 17, That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 17  That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted  and grounded in love, Ephesians 5:18 “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit, Romans 13:14. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.
7. THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO THE UNBELIEVER
[A] HE CONVICTS THE UNBELIEVER. He convicts of sin righteousness and judgment John 16:8-11 "And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged." 

As Christians we have the responsibility of giving the gospel to the unsaved so that the good news can be made a reality through this ministry of the Holy Spirit.
[B] HE REGENERATES THE UNBELIEVER -We are born again by the Holy Spirit  Titus 3:5 "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; - 

Note that the Holy Ghost is the same as the Holy Spirit. It, is also clear that even the greatest evangelist has never converted anyone as the person is born again by the Holy Spirit. We give the good news, the Holy Spirit converts. 

8. MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO THE BELIEVER AT SALVATION

[A] REGENERATION - This is where an unbeliever becomes a believer. The person is said to be born again. According to Jewish tradition a person was born when he became an adult, when he married, when he became a rabbi and when he became head of a theological school. Nicodemus had fulfilled all these requirements before he met Jesus Christ in John 3:1-16. 

This explains his rather unusual statement in verse 4 and Jesus advice in verse 5 indicating the contrast between tradition and spiritual life John 3:4,5 "Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."

[B] SEALING. This ministry relates to your future with God, the guarantee of eternal security. 

2 Corinthians 1:22 "Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts" The earnest is the old word for down payment or deposit 

Ephesians 1:13 " In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise" 

Ephesians 4:30 - "And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption."
[C] ANOINTING

At the point of salvation God anoints each believer with the Holy Spirit so that like Christ [Christos means the anointed one] he may glorify God in his life. 1 Corinthians 1:21,22 - "Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts."
John also wrote that believers receive this anointing from God  1 John 2:20,27. 20  But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.  27  But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. 

It is a pouring out of the Holy Spirit on the believer reminiscent of the anointing of priests with oil. It occurs at salvation and shows that we are able as priests to represent ourselves before God from that point of time. It also is seen to be related to the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit where the Author of Scripture indwells us and illuminates our knowledge of spiritual things.

[D] DISTRIBUTION OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS Each believer receives a spiritual gift at the point of salvation in order to function in the body of Christ. 1 Corinthians 12:11 " But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will."
It is clear that the gift you have received at the point of salvation is a Sovereign decision of God the Holy Spirit who is aware of what role we will play in the future of the Body of Christ. We need to be thankful for our gift or gifts and use them for the Glory of God. There is no superiority we should feel if we have been given a leadership gift. If you sweep out the Church you should do so to the Glory of God

[E] BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT We are baptized into union with Jesus Christ and become part of the body of Christ.  This is not to be confused with the Filling of the Holy Spirit. 

DEFINITION - Baptism - The definition of the word Baptism which is taken from the Greek "Baptizo" can be illustrated from the Spartans who as they went to war believed that a hunting spear would be changed into a warriors spear if dipped [baptised] in a bucket of pigs blood. The word therefore means "to identify one object with another to such an extent that the first object is changed". By application we are so identified with Christ by baptism of the Holy Spirit at the point of salvation that we become new creatures in Christ. 

Another example is a ship which is travelling along on the water but founders, It is so associated with the water that it changes its character and becomes a wreck.

This baptism is once at the point of salvation as we are all baptised by the Spirit. The identification is such that we cannot lose it. Whatever the Second Blessing may be it is not the Baptism of the Holy Spirit

FIRST OCCURRENCE IN HISTORY OF THE BAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT

In Acts 1:5 the believers at the Ascension are told that they will all be baptised by the Holy Spirit in ten days "For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence." 

These people were told to tarry in Jerusalem waiting on the Holy Spirit in Luke 24:49 -51 "And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven." 

Just because the group of believers had to wait or tarry for ten days until the day of Pentecost had fully come and as this was a unique situation it does not follow that we have to tarry for the Spirit's Baptism. We see it occurs at the point of salvation. 
WHO IS BAPTISED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT?

In 1 Corinthians 12:13 we see that all believers are baptised by the Holy Spirit  "For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit."
In Ephesians 4:4.- 6 we see that there is one baptism, this is Baptism of the Spirit not water baptism. "There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all."
It should be noted that in the Book of Acts that the Holy Spirit was given to several groups of believers in a series of events, to the Jews Acts 2, to the Samaritans Acts 8, to the Gentiles Acts 10 and to the disciples of John in Acts 19. These events will be examined in detail later as we see the relation of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and the manifestation of the gift of Tongues

[F] INDWELLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

DEFINITION-   The Holy Spirit enters the believer at the point of salvation and remains with the believer forever. John 14:16,17. "And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you." 

It cannot be lost as it could before the Cross so since Pentecost it has not been appropriate to pray "Take not thy Holy Spirit from me as David did in Psalm 51:11. We are never commanded to be indwelt with the Spirit we are however commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is a sign that you are a believer Romans 8:9 " But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his."

1 Corinthians 6:19, 20 shows that we are the indwelling place of the Holy Spirit. In this verse there is also the concept of new ownership, we are God's and we are to portray the character of Christ in our body." What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's."

9. MINISTRY TO THE BELIEVER AFTER SALVATION (SPIRITUALITY) – 

[A] FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

DEFINITION - FILLING - Filling of the Holy Spirit deals with control of the believers life. As believers we can be classified as spiritual or carnal. 

SPIRITUAL

When one is spiritual the Holy Spirit controls the life and the believer portrays the character of Christ, the Fruit of the Holy Spirit

We are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit in Ephesians 5:18 "And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;" 

When we are filled or controlled by the Holy Spirit we portray the Character of Christ Galatians 5:22,23 " But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law."
When we are filled with the Spirit we fulfil the law thus the law is not relevant to us. It is whether you are controlled by the Spirit which is relevant 

Romans 8:2-4 " For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk  not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."

CARNAL

When the believer is controlled by the Old Sin Nature he is said to be carnal and imitate the unbeliever whether moral or immoral. 1 Corinthians 3:1-3. "And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.  I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?" 

Control by or the filling of the Holy Spirit can be lost through sin but not the indwelling of the Holy Spirit which is eternal. 

In the Christian life if you are controlled by the Holy Spirit you produce things of eternal worth. However during the period you are controlled by the Old Sin Nature you produce works which are not acceptable to God and therefore causes the time spent to be wasted. 

Your salvation however is secure 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 "For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious  stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire."
CONTROL BY THE HOLY SPIRIT PRODUCES THE  FOLLOWING IN THE BELIEVER. 

The fruit of the Spirit Gal. 5:22-23 – see above. In addition the following verses refer

Romans  14:17 - For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
Colossians. 3:12-15 - Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;  13  Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a  quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  14  And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of  perfectness.  15  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye  are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

1 Thessalonians 1:3  Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father

Rejoicing in Christ. Philippians 3:1  Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe, Philippians 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.

Loving one another. Romans 12:10, Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour  preferring one another 
Striving for the faith. Philippians 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel 

Putting away all sin. 1 Corinthians 5:7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us 

Also in Hebrews 12:1 -  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of  witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily  beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,

Abstaining from all appearances of evil.1 Thessalonians 5:22 - Abstain from all appearance of evil.

Submitting to injuries. 1 Corinthians 6:7 - Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?
Subduing the temper. James 1:19 - Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow  to speak, slow to wrath:
Shunning the wicked. 2 Thessalonians 3:6 - Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.

Abounding in the works of the Lord. 1 Corinthians 15:58 - Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye  stedfast, unmoveable, always  abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is  not in vain in the Lord.
Showing a good example. 1 Timothy 4:12 - Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

Following after that which is good. (Philippians 4:8 - Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever  things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any  virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 

Perfecting holiness. 2 Timothy 3:17 - That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
Hating defilement. Jude 23 - And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.

Overcoming the world. 1 John 5:4-5 - For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?

Adorning the gospel. Titus 2:10 - Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.
Forgiving injuries. Romans 12:20 - Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.

Living peaceably with all. Romans 12:18 - If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.
Visiting the afflicted. James 1:27 - Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.

Sympathising with others. Romans 12:15 - Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep

Honouring others. Romans 12:10 - Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another
Submitting to authorities. Romans 13:1-7 - Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 2  Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of  God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 3  For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have  praise of the same: 4  For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that  which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the  minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 5  Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 6  For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. 7  Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due;  custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.
Being content. Philippians 4:11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in  whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. and Hebrews 13:5 - Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
Walking worthy of the Lord. Colossians 1:10 - That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God and 1 Thessalonians 2:12 - That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.
Walking in the newness of life. Romans 6:4 - Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
Walking as children of light. Ephesians 5:8 - For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light
Glorifies Christ in his body. Philippians 1:20, 21 – According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. 21  For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Christ is at home in his body. Ephesians 3:16,17 - That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 17  That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,
A lifestyle which honours God in the presence of men. 2 Corinthians 3:3 - Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.
THE FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN EVERY BELIEVER ONLY OCCURS IN TWO DISPENSATIONS: 

a) Church age Ephesians 5:18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; and Galatians 5:22,23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law."
b) Millennium - Joel 2:28, 29  - And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: 29  And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit. Here the giving of the spirit is characterized by ecstatics. 

It is noted that during the thousand year reign of Christ on the earth there is perfect environment on the earth and Satan and his demons are incarcerated in the bottomless pit. This ensures that miraculous signs are not from a demonic background which is something that cannot be guaranteed today.

PROTOTYPE AND FULL FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY

It is also noted that the Holy Spirit was given to the 120 believers in Jerusalem in Acts 2 and not to the whole world. In the Millennium in contrast the Holy Spirit is poured out on all flesh as only believers enter the Kingdom Age with the unbelievers being removed at the Second Advent of Christ in the judgment of the sheep and goats of Matthew 24.

Such fulfilments occur in Scripture with the erection of the statue of Zeus by Antiochus Epiphanies being a prototype fulfilment of the eventual erection of an image of the Beast in the Temple in the middle of the Tribulation. This prophecy which will have a double fulfilment was of course given by Daniel in the 6th century BC and reiterated by the apostle John in Revelation 13 

LAST DAYS AND LAST DAY

A distinction also must be seen between the plural “last days” of the Church and the “last days” of Israel as well the phrase of a singular “last day”

The “last days’ of the Church started with the start of the Church as seen in Hebrews 1:2 - Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds but mainly focuses on the falling away and apostasy just prior to the end of the Church Age – 2 Timothy 3:1-5 -  This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. :2  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3  Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent,  fierce, despisers of those that are good,  4  Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;  5  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such  turn away and 2 Timothy  4:1-4 -  I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;  2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but  after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching  ears;  4  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
Knowing that Peter and Joel were dealing with Israel it should be noted that the last days for Israel deal with end times deal with the blessing of Israel and relate particularly to the Millennium and not to the Church 

These “last days” with relation to the Church Age but to the whole of Israel’s history  The Jewish dispensation terminates at the Second Advent of Christ which is followed by the Kingdom of God on earth

This demonstrated by the following two passages 

Isaiah 2:2-4 - And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be  exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 3  And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth  the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4  And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people:  and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into  pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
Micah 4:1-7 - But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it. 2  And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the  mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach  us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of  Zion, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 3  And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar  off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into  pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall  they learn war any more. 4  But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree;  and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of hosts hath  spoken it. 5  For all people will walk every one in the name of his god, and we will  walk in the name of the LORD our God for ever and ever. 6  In that day, saith the LORD, will I assemble her that halteth, and I  will gather her that is driven out, and her that I have afflicted; 7  And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far  off a strong nation: and the LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion from  henceforth, even for ever.
In contrast the phrase “last day” deals with resurrections and the last judgment as seen in 

Resurrection  - John 6:39- 40 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the  last day.  40  And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth  the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise  him up at the last day.
Last Judgment – John 12:48 - He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.
[B] HOLY SPIRIT AS COMFORTER

The Holy Spirit is the Comforter and He abides forever with the saints. John 14:16 - And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;
He dwells in the saints and is known by them. John 14:17 - Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
He teaches the saints. John 14:26 - But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
He imparts hope. Romans 15:13, Galatians 5:5

He gives us the love of God. (Romans 5:3-5

He testifies of Christ. John 15:26 - But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me
He communicates joy to the saints. (Romans 14:17, Galatians 5:22, 1 Thessalonians 1:6)

He edifies the church. (Acts 9:31)

[C] HOLY SPIRIT:  TEACHER

He is the Spirit of Wisdom. Isaiah 11:2 - And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom  and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge  and of the fear of the LORD and Isaiah 40:13-14 - For I the LORD thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee. 14  Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee,  saith the LORD, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. 

He reveals the things of Christ. John 16:14 - He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.
He guides into all truth and brings the words of Christ to remembrance.. John 14:26 - But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. and  John 16:13 - Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall  hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
He teaches the saints to answer persecutors. Mark 13:11 - But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.  and Luke 12:12 - For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say.
He directs in the way of godliness. Isaiah 30:21 - And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left and Ezekiel 36:27)

10 - HOLY SPIRIT:  SINS AGAINST THE SPIRIT

RESISTING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Unbelievers only) Acts 7:51 - Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. This is a hardening to the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit. John 16:8-11 - And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9  Of sin, because they believe not on me; 10  Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 11  Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.
BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT OR THE UNPARDONABLE SIN (Unbelievers only) The purpose of the Holy Spirit was to reveal the person of Jesus Christ.  The Pharisees rejected this by claiming He was demon possessed. - Matthew 12:24 -31 - But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.  25  And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: 26  And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how  shall then his kingdom stand? 27  And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast  them out? therefore they shall be your judges. 28  But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of  God is come unto you. 29  Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his  goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house. 30  He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad. 31  Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be  forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be  forgiven unto men. 32  And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be  forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be  forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.
In essence rejection of Jesus Christ as God and Saviour is the only sin which cannot be forgiven.  This unbelief is shown in the above passage denying the person and power of Jesus and accusing him of .being demon possessed.

It is impossible for a believer to commit the unpardonable sin. Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool,  Isaiah 44:22 - I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee and 1 John 1:7 - But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all  sin.
LYING TO THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) A sin of false motivation. - Ananias and Sapphira. Acts 5:1-3 - But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 2  And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and  brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles' feet. 3  But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie  to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?
GRIEVING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only), Any sin which the believer commits. Ephesians 4:30 - And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.
QUENCHING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) A believer who is not allowing the Holy Spirit to exert His full influence. 1 Thessalonians 5:19 - Quench not the Spirit.
11. MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO THE BELIEVER AT THE RAPTURE

At the Rapture the Holy Spirit provides every believer with a resurrection body Romans 8:11 "But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you."
We are going to have a body exactly like that of the Son of God  Philippians 3:21 - Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.
12. BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE SPIRITUAL GIFT OF TONGUES

DEFINITON - TONGUES - A spiritual gift given by the Holy Spirit to give the gospel to unbelievers in a language that the speaker has not learnt and does not understand but the recipient does. It is also said to be a sign to the Jews.

The fact that these are actual languages which could be understood is given in Acts 2:4-8 .And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans? And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?

In 1 Corinthians 14 there are a number of restrictions placed and comments made about the gift of tongues. In verse 22 it indicates that this gift is of value to unbelievers "Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe."

PROPHECY OF THE GIFT OF TONGUES

 This phenomena was prophesied as a sign for cursing on Israel to indicate they were going into dispersion in Isaiah 28:11  " For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this People".

THE FOUR PENTECOSTS

As previously stated there were four places in Acts where the Baptism of the Holy Spirit took place. In this we need to remember that this was to believers from before Pentecost to initiate them into the universal church. As these people were unique in being transferred from Old Testament to New Testament spirituality these incidents cannot be applied today as all believers alive today were never under a previous spiritual regime.

THE JEWISH PENTECOST 

In Acts 2 speaking an unlearnt language is connected to the Baptism of the Holy Spirit which occurred on the day of Pentecost. It is noted that all the people were able to speak in this way and is dealt with above

THE SAMARITAN PENTECOST

On this occasion the Baptism of the Holy Spirit  was given to the Samaritan group in Acts 8:14-17 " Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might  receive the Holy Ghost:  (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized  in the name of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.

The Holy Spirit was given but no speaking in tongues was present according to the Scriptures. Why not? 

In this case there were no unbelieving Jews present. Peter and John who had seen it before were sent and there were no Jews to benefit from the warning of the gift of tongues. 

THE GENTILE PENTECOST

The Gentile Pentecost occurred in Acts 10 :44-46 we have the giving of the Holy Spirit with speaking in tongues. "While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God". 
THE DISCIPLES OF JOHN

A similar phenomena is stated to have happened at the giving of the Holy Spirit to Old Testament saints in the form of the Disciples of John in Acts 19:6. "And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied."

CONCLUSION

It is clear from the Scripture that far from being a sign of blessing tongues were a sign of cursing of the Jews predicting dispersal to the hearers. 

In addition from the above the universal relation of the Gift of Tongues with the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is erroneous as in one case there was no speaking in tongues recorded when the Holy Spirit. was given. 

This was because at the Samaritan event there were no Jews present who had not experienced this specific gift before. 

THE DECAY IN SPEAKING IN TONGUES

The relationship between the believer and this gift and other miraculous gifts such as healing is given in Mark 16:17-18. "And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover".

This is a controversial passage which many say is not in included in the canon of Scripture. However assuming for the purpose of this review that it is in the Canon of Scripture we take it to say that all believers would, among other things speak in tongues and heal the sick.

HEALING

Let us review a parallel gift to the gift of tongues which is stated in Mark that all would have, the gift of Healing. For our example we will use the Apostle Paul

In Acts 28:8 it is noted that Paul had the ability to heal by laying on his hands " And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him."
However by the time Philippians was written he had lost that ability in the healing of Epaphroditus. In chapter 2:25-27 it says " Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, but your messenger, and he that ministered to my wants. For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness, because that ye had heard that he had been sick. For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on him; and not on him only, but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow." As Paul was unable to lay hands on him and heal him does this mean that Paul was an unbeliever when he was writing Philippians. Of course not. It indicated that later in life the gift of healing was not required for Paul's ministry as he was already accredited as an apostle.

DID ALL IN THE FIRST CENTURY HAVE THE GIFT OF TONGUES? - 

The answer is an emphatic No. Even in the case of the 1 Corinthians which is the only Epistle where the Gift of Tongues is mentioned it is clear that not all people had the gift of tongues 

Even in the early Pauline Epistle of 1 Corinthians 12 this is seen. In verses 28-30 it says "And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?" Paul makes it clear in a series of questions that everybody did not have the gift of tongues even as early as 55 AD. Does Paul contradict Mark. No both are equally inspired by the Holy Spirit. The answer is that there has been a change.
CESSATION OF THE TRUE GIFT OF TONGUES.

In 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 we have two sets of gifts. One set Faith Hope and Love which are said to abide in verse 13 while the gifts of Prophecy, Tongues and Knowledge are said to fail cease and vanish away in verse 8. The temporary gifts are said to be related to that which is perfect coming

1 Corinthians 13:8-13 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 9. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 10  But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 11. When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I  thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.  12  For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 13  And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

WHAT IS PERFECT? 

There are two things, which are said to be perfect, that were still are to come at the time of writing of 1 Corinthians the return of the Lord Jesus Christ and the Word of God. The other perfect thing is of course heaven.

Analysis of the Greek of the word Perfect shows that in verse 10 it is in the neuter tense which means a thing rather than a person. Nowhere in Scripture is the Lord Jesus Christ related to the neuter . 

Therefore it indicates that the perfect thing which will terminate the "temporary gifts" is the completion of the Canon of Scripture. 

This would comply with the cessation of the need for the gifts of prophecy and knowledge which were gifts required to bring New Testament doctrine as yet unwritten to the early church. 

The canon of Scripture was completed in 96 AD. The gift of tongues therefore lost its requirement some 26 years prior to that with the physical dispersion of the Jews of which it was warning with the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD as there was no sense in warning about a thing that had already occurred

THE ABIDING GIFTS

Of the three abiding gifts mentioned in verse 13 of Faith Hope and Love we know that Love is eternal as in verse 8 it states that Charity [Love] never fails. 

What about the other two abiding gifts. Let us look at Biblical definitions of hope and faith in relation to the perfect 

BIBLICAL DEFINITIONS OF HOPE AND FAITH

HOPE is given in Romans 8:24,25 which says "For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it." 

FAITH is given in Hebrews 11:1 which says " Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."

Relating these Biblical definitions to the other "Perfect " the Second Coming of Christ we see that both Faith and Hope will terminate in relation to the person of Christ on His return at the Second Advent

CONCLUSIONS

Because of the termination of the “Abiding Gifts” of Hope and Faith of I Corinthians 13:13 at the Second Advent of Christ the “Temporary Gifts” of tongues, prophecy and knowledge of 1 Corinthians 13:8 are seen to fail or cease prior to that time.

It is concluded that the true Gift of Tongues terminated in the first century probably at AD 70 with the Fall of Jerusalem as its purpose of warning the Jews of the Dispersion from the Land had become a reality.

In addition it is shown that the spiritual gifts of Knowledge and Prophecy died out with the completion of the Canon of Scripture as the Word of God in writing was superior compared to the situation where the New Testament was partially verbal and in partially in writing as it was the case in Corinth.

It is therefore concluded that these gifts are no longer in existence and that what is now called the “Gift of Tongues” is a not the Biblical gift mentioned in the Book of Acts and 1 Corinthians.

It is also concluded that obviously that as “speaking in tongues” was not universal at 55 AD and probably terminated in 70 AD and that many cults and other religions practice this there is absolutely no relation at all between so called speaking in tongues and salvation or spirituality. 

It is also noted that on many occasions today there is much pride and arrogance in relation to some who supposedly have this gift when they say that if you have not spoken in tongues you are not a Christian. 

Unfortunately it is also possible that some who have "spoken in tongues" think they are saved but are not. As salvation is based on faith in Christ alone

THE MODERN PHENOMENON

There are a number of possible sources of this phenomenon which may assist us in our understanding. 

The Subconscious Mind

The mind is made up of the conscious and the subconscious. Often while a person is asleep they will talk in their sleep. It will generally be unintelligible to the person who is awake. 

One of the features of many churches in which this occurs is the excessive use of choruses and songs which are repeated, generally low on verbal content or even mantra like at the commencement of worship services. 

In some cases people are also told to open up their minds, remove thoughts from their mind. 

Both of these techniques tend to suppress the conscious mind allowing the subconscious mind. This allows fertile ground for the production of the manifestation of “tongues”. As the true gift of speaking in tongues has ceased this phenomena could be more accurately called ecstatics.

Demonic 

There are many evidences of people speaking in a language that is known to some in the human race where the content of the message is blaspheming God which in effect is a counterfeit gift of tongues but obviously with the wrong message.

Peer Pressure

Some cases are reported where people have produced babbling to rid themselves of peer pressure.

VOCABULARY

The naming of all things needs to be done with accuracy. This is seen right from the start where in Genesis 2 and 3 we see Satan calling the "Lord God" of Genesis chapter 2 "God" in chapter 3. The woman’s response is not to correct him and say no it is the Lord God but reply to him adopting his own  vocabulary. 

The evangelical church in many ways has fallen into the same trap by dignifying so called “Speaking in Tongues” with the Biblical Gift of Tongues and the Baptism of the Holy Spirit with a Second Blessing.

In this review it is clearly seen that the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is for all believers and occurs at salvation. It is at salvation that we receive our spiritual gift or gifts  This review also clearly demonstrates that the Biblical Gift of Tongues is not given by the Holy Spirit today

We therefore need to define what these phenomena are but not give them credibility or undue weight by erroneously giving them Biblical terms such as Tongues and Baptism of the Holy Spirit. By reaching agreement on definitions much unnecessary heat can be removed from a discussion on these topics.

“Speaking in tongues” is not exclusive to Christian sects and therefore cannot be claimed as a sign of spirituality as it is noted that Red Indian shamans, the Zulu witchdoctor, the Hindu and Buddhists have experienced this manifestation.  

The danger of taking texts out of context and not comparing them with other passages of Scripture has also been demonstrated. As evangelicals we need to understand these experiences for what they are but not feel that we are missing out on the Lord’s blessings if we do not have these experiences in our own assemblies. 

We all realise that our God can and does at times perform miracles but we need to evaluate phenomena we see in relation to what His Word says.

DOCTRINES RELATING TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD

1. The Holy Spirit is God, the third member of the Trinity.

2. The Holy Spirit is Jehovah God  (Isaiah 6:8, 9, Acts 28:25, Jeremiah 31:31-35, cf Hebrews 10:15). 

3. He has the characteristics of God:

a) sovereignty 1 Corinthians 12:11

b) all knowing (1 Corinthians 2:10, 11)

c) all powerful (Genesis 1:2)

d) everywhere (Psalm 139:7)

HOLY SPIRIT - BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is mentioned in (1 Corinthians 12:13) "By means of one spirit are we all baptised into one body". The Baptism of the Spirit unites believers into the Body of Christ at the point of salvation.

2. The Baptism of the Spirit is different to His other ministries:  indwelling, filling, sealing, regeneration, distributing spiritual gifts, all of which also occur at the point of salvation.

3. The basis of unity and union of believers is achieved by Baptism of the Spirit (Ephesians 4:5) "One Lord, one faith, one baptism " - we have one faith in one Lord and receive one baptism, which unites us in the Body of Christ.

4. The implication of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is given in (Galatians 3:26-28) - all believers are united and "equal" in standing before God.

5. The Baptism of the Spirit provides identification with Christ  - as the Body of Christ, we share everything that He has (eg righteousness, heirship, priesthood, kingship, etc) (Ephesians 1:3, Colossians 2:12)

6. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit was promised by Jesus Christ. (John 14:19-20, Acts 1:5)

7. The Baptism of the Spirit did not occur in Old Testament times. It is unique to the Church Age.  Only Church Age believers are "in Christ" - that is, part of the Body (and the Bride) of Christ. (Colossians 1:25-26)

8. The Baptism of the Spirit begins the Church Age. In (Acts 1:5) Jesus said "Ye shall be baptised with the Holy ,Spirit not many (10) days hence". In (Acts 2:3) no mention of the Baptism of the Spirit is made but the experiential side of these happenings are described. In (Acts 11:15-17) Peter says that they received the Baptism of the Spirit just as it was in the beginning and quotes (Acts 1:5).

9. The Baptism of the Spirit has nothing to do with water baptism, nor with speaking in tongues.  The Baptism of the Spirit is not an experience; it cannot be seen, felt, or experienced, it occurs instantaneously at salvation. (aorist tense excludes experience - "once and for all") (l Corinthians 12:13)

10. The incidence of tongues at Pentecost was because many nations were present in Jerusalem at that time. Tongues fulfilled two requirements, evangelisation and the first warning of expulsion of the Jews from the land which occurred in 70 AD (Isaiah 28:11)

HOLY SPIRIT:  COMFORTER

The Holy Spirit is the Comforter (paraclete = one called alongside to help)

1. He abides forever with the saints. (John 14:16)

2. He dwells in the saints and is known by them. (John 14:17)

3. He teaches the saints. (John 14:26)

4. He imparts hope. (Romans 15:13, Galatians 5:5)

5. He gives us the love of God. (Romans 5:3-5)

6. He testifies of Christ. (John 15:26)

7. He communicates joy to the saints. (Romans 14:17, Galatians 5:22, 1 Thessalonians 1:6)

8. He edifies the church. (Acts 9:31)

HOLY SPIRIT  - COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament:

a) Agent of recreation (Genesis 1:2).

b) Spirit that strove with man (Genesis 6:3, cf. John 16:8-11).

c) Spirit was the author of scripture (2 Peter 1:19-21). 

d) The Holy Spirit came upon believers for specific tasks: Judges 13:25, 14:6, 19, 15:13-16.  NB: Judges 16:18-20.   The spirit came for the job to be done then left.


e) Believers could and normally did lose the indwelling of the spirit, e.g. David in Psalm 51:11, 12. 


f) A double portion of the spirit was given to some: Elijah (2 Kings 2:9), Bezaleel / Aholiab (Exodus 31:1-5), Joshua (Numbers 27:18).


g) The Holy Spirit was the agent of regeneration (Psalm 51:11),


 h) The last men empowered under this dispensation were, John the Baptist (Luke 1:15), Simon (Luke 2:25, 26), Zachariah (Luke 1:67-80). 

2. The gospels record the changes coming. The Lord warns the disciples of this in John 14:16, 17, 16:7.  Initially the Disciples were under the O.T. dispensation, they could ask for the spirit (Luke 11:9-13).   NB: this was specific for them at this time, for finally the Lord had to breathe the spirit upon them (John 20:22).   

There were thus three stages:  

Stage 1 - The spirit was upon them for tasks.    

Stage 2 -  They could ask for special empowering.   

Stage 3 - The Lord gives them a hold-over until Pentecost.

3.  The fullness of the spirit comes at Pentecost:  Permanent indwelling for the first time. Acts 2:1-13. All believers now receive the indwelling of the Holy Spirit at the point of Salvation: Romans 5:5, 8:9, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19, Galatians 4:6, 1 John 3:24. The sealing of the spirit also occurs at the same point: 2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 4:30. 

HOLY SPIRIT - EFFECTIVE CALLING

1.
Drawing (gk. elkuo) means to draw, lead or impel. In this case the drawing or calling is in love. All the elect will freely respond to the work of the Holy Spirit. The drawing provides the motive to respond.

2.
All people are called to repent, but only the elect are drawn. (John 3:16, 36 , 12:32 16:8-11, 1 John 2:2)

3.
Believers, Called Ones, Elect, are all names for the same person. God calls, the Holy Spirit works, we simply respond to the call of Love. (Jeremiah 31:3, John 3:16)

4.
The calling provides the motivation for the expression of love in the unbeliever who is positive towards salvation. (Philippians 2:13)

5.
God can thereby give His gift of salvation to the elect. (John 1:13, Romans 9:16 Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5-6)

6.
God therefore gets the glory for His work, we get the benefits (Jude 24-25)


(a)
God planned it in eternity past.


(b)
God provides it at the cross.


(c)
God prepares for it in the life by conviction.


(d)
God provides the motivation to accept the offer.


(e)
God gives the gift of salvation to the elect.


(f)
God gives the Holy Spirit to the new believer.


(g)
God has prepared a new body for the believer.

HOLY SPIRIT:  FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. The Holy Spirit indwells every believer. We are commanded to allow Him to fill (or fully control) our lives  (Ephesians 5:18).

2. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be broken by:

a) Grieving the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) - sin, doing something you shouldn't.

b) Quenching the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19) - not doing something you should (like quenching a fire, allowing the flame to go out).

3. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be restored by confession of sin and full surrender to do the will of God (1John 1:9)

4. The Spirit produces the very character of the Christ in the believer: (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23, Ephesians 3:16, 17, Philippians 1:20, 21, 2 Corinthians 3:3)

a) The fruit of the Spirit:

i)   Galatians 5:22-23 - Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-control.

ii)  Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy.

iii) Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness.

iv) 1 Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope.

b) Rejoicing in Christ (Philippians 3:1, 4:4).

c) Loving one another (John 15:12, Romans 12:10, Ephesians 5:2).

d) Striving for the faith (Philippians 1:27, Jude 3).

e) Putting away all sin (1 Corinthians 5:7, Hebrews 12:1).

f) Abstaining from all appearances of evil (1 Thessalonians 5:22).

g) Submitting to injuries (1 Corinthians 6:7).

h) Subduing the temper (Ephesians 4:26, James 1:19).

i) Shunning the wicked (2 Thessalonians 3:6).

j) Abounding in the works of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58 1 Thessalonians 4:1).

k) Showing a good example (1 Timothy 4:12, 1 Peter 2:12).

l) Following after that which is good (Philippians 4:8, 1 Timothy 6:11).

m) Perfecting holiness (2 Corinthians 7:1, 2 Timothy 3:17).

n) Hating defilement (Jude 23).

o) Overcoming the world. (1 John 5:4-5)

p) Adorning the gospel. (Philippians 1:27, Titus 2:10)

q) Forgiving injuries. (Romans 12:20)

r) Living peaceably with all. (Romans 12:18, Hebrews 12:14)

s) Visiting the afflicted. (James 1:27)

t) Sympathising with others. (Romans 12:15, 1 Thessalonians 5:14)

u) Honouring others. (Romans 12:10)

v) Submitting to authorities. (Romans 13:1-7)

w) Being content. (Philippians 4:11, Hebrews 13:5)

x) Walking worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)

y) Walking in the newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

z) Walking as children of light. (Ephesians 5:8)

aa) Glorifies Christ in his body. (Philippians 1:20, 21)

bb) Christ is at home in his body. (Ephesians 3:16,17)

cc) A lifestyle which honours God in the presence of men. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

5. The filling of the Holy Spirit in every believer only occurs in two dispensations: 

a) Church age Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23

b) Millennium - Joel 2:28, 29 (characterized by ecstatics)

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

1. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit did not indwell all believers, since Christ was not yet glorified (John 7:39).  Instead, He only came upon some Old Testament saints to perform special functions.

a) JOSEPH, a believer who was a prime minister. (Genesis 41:38)

b) Believers who were artisans occupied in the construction of the Tabernacle. (Exodus 28:3, 31:3)

c) Believers involved in administration. (Numbers 11:17, 25)

d) A believer who was both a political and military leader - JOSHUA (Numbers 27:18)

e) Certain Judges:  OTHNIEL (Judges 3:9, 10) GIDEON (Judges 6:34) JEPHTHAH (Judges 11:29) SAMSON (Judges 13:24, 25, 14:5-6, 15:14)

f) Kings of Israel (1 Samuel 10:9, 10, 16:13)

g) DANIEL (Daniel 4:8, 5:11, 6:3)

h) Post exilic rulers (Zechariah 4:3, 12-14)

2. Believers in Israel could be disciplined by the removal of the Spirit:

a) SAUL (1 Samuel 16:14)

b) DAVID (Psalm 51:11)

3. A believer could obtain the Holy Spirit by request, but not as an indwelling presence. (2 Kings 2:9, 10, Luke 11:13)

4. Jesus gave the Holy Spirit without request to the disciples just before the ascension. Purpose:  To sustain them for the ten day interim before the Church Age would begin. (John 20:22)

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY TO JESUS CHRIST

1. The ministry of the Spirit in sustaining Jesus Christ was prophesied in the Old Testament. (Isaiah 11:1-3, 42:1, 61:1-3)

2. The virgin birth was only possible by the work of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 1: 18,  20, Psalm 40:6, Hebrews 10:5.

3. The Holy Spirit was given without measure (constant unhindered filling) to the humanity of Christ. (John 3:34)

4. The Holy Spirit was related to the baptism of Jesus. (Matthew 3:16)

5. The Holy Spirit sustained Jesus Christ during his earthly ministry. (Matthew 12:18, 28, Luke 4:14,15,18)

6. The Lord acknowledged the work of the Spirit in his works and miracles. Matthew 12:8 (Quoting Isaiah 44:1), 18, 28,  Luke 4:14-21.

7. The sustaining ministry of the Holy Spirit was withdrawn from the Lord when he bore our sins on the cross. Matthew 27:46, Psalms 22.

8. The Holy Spirit had a part in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. (Romans 8:11, 1 Peter 3:18)

9. The present ministry of the Holy Spirit to Jesus Christ  (John 7:39, 16:14)

10. The same sustaining ministry of the Holy Spirit is passed on to us at salvation, and we are commanded to make use of this ministry

11. to grow thereby. Galatians 4:19,  5:16,  Ephesians  3:16, 17, 5:18, Romans 13:14. 

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

1. TO THE UNBELIEVER

a) RESTRAINING (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

If unbelievers were unrestrained in the Church Age the one world system which Satan is trying to establish would come. After the rapture of the Church it will come.

b) CONVICTING (John 16:7-11)

i) Sin - the barrier which remains in unbelief.

ii) Righteousness - God is totally righteous, man is only relatively righteous and needs God's righteousness for salvation.

iii) Judgment - Satan and all unbelievers are judged.

c) REGENERATION (John 3:5)

Man without the spirit cannot understand spiritual things. The Gospel is spiritual, the Holy Spirit makes the gospel a reality to the unbeliever when one believes and is "born again" or regenerated. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

2. TO THE BELIEVER AT SALVATION

a) Regeneration (John 3:1-16, Titus 3:5)

b) Baptism (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5) We are baptized into union with Jesus Christ and become part of the body of Christ.  This is not to be confused with the Filling of the Holy Spirit.

c) Indwelling (Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20) From salvation on the believer is indwelt by the Spirit.

d) Sealing (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30). This ministry relates to your future with God, the guarantee of eternal security.

e) Distribution of spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:11) Each believer receives a spiritual gift at the point of salvation in order to function in the body of Christ.

3. TO THE BELIEVER AFTER SALVATION (Spirituality)

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit after salvation is the means by which we live the Christian life ordained by God  (Ephesians 2:10, 5:18)

a) The Filling of the Holy Spirit (spirituality through confession of sin and surrender of the life). (1 John 1:9 Ephesians 5:18)

b) The character of Jesus Christ is produced by the believer when he is filled with the Spirit. (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23)

c) Glorification of Christ (John 7:39, 16:14, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

d) Fulfilment of the Law. (Romans 8:2-4)

HOLY SPIRIT OPERATION

This contrasts the different ways in which the Holy Spirit works in different circumstances and location. The locations under examination are Antioch and lconium.  It clearly shows that the outworking of the Holy Spirit varies from place to place. (Acts 15:22-35) (Antioch) (Acts 14.1-7) (Iconium)

1. In Antioch there was preaching only.  At Iconium there was preaching and miracles.

2. Believers cannot base a system of procedures on one successful operation.

3. Because the Holy Spirit permitted miracles in Iconium it does not follow that there will be miracles everywhere.

4. The same success was obtained at Antioch by the preaching and teaching of the word without miracles.

5. The ministry of the believer must be related to the Holy Spirit.  Such a ministry may be communicated by doctrine or verbally and may or may not contain accompanying supernatural phenomena.

6. The believer cannot compel the Holy Spirit to a type of procedure as at Iconium such as the tongues and healing that was used in the ancient world.  Because God permitted these things in the past it does not follow that they will be used in the present.

7. The demand for healing miracles and tongues is tantamount to dictating to God and this places the believer in opposition to the plan of God.

8. Miracles were always used to focus attention on the message from the word and were never used as a sign of spirituality and power:

(i) The message and not the miracles was always the important factor.

(ii) Emphasising miracles we either detract from the message or have no message at all.  The Holy Spirit always emphasises the message.

(iii) Today emphasis on miracles, tongues and healing obscures the issue of God's Word.

HOLY SPIRIT:  SEVEN SPIRITS

The Seven Spirits of God is a description of the one Holy Spirit. (Isaiah 11:2, Revelation 1:4)

1. The Spirit of the Lord.

2. The Spirit of Wisdom.

3. The Spirit of Understanding.

4. The Spirit of Counsel.

5. The Spirit of Might.

6. The Spirit of Knowledge.

7. The Spirit of the Fear of the Lord.

HOLY SPIRIT:  SINS AGAINST THE SPIRIT

1. RESISTING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Unbelievers only) (Acts 7:51, John 16:8-11) This is hardening to the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit.

2. BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT (Unbelievers only) (Matthew 12:31) The purpose of the Holy Spirit was to reveal the person of Jesus Christ.  The Pharisees rejected this by claiming He was demon possessed.

3. LYING TO THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) (Acts 5:1-3) A sin of false motivation. - Ananias and Sapphira.

4. GRIEVING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) (Ephesians 4:30) Any sin which the believer commits.

5. QUENCHING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) (1 Thessalonians 5:19) A believer who is not allowing the Holy Spirit to exert His full influence.

6. UNPARDONABLE SIN (Matthew 12:22-32)

a) Rejection of Jesus Christ as God and Saviour is the only sin which cannot be forgiven.  This unbelief is shown in Matthew 12:24, denying the person and power of Jesus.

b) It is impossible for a believer to commit the unpardonable sin. (Isaiah 1:18, Isaiah 44:22, 1 John 1:7)

HOLY SPIRIT:  SYMBOLS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

There are a number of symbols for the Holy Spirit in the Bible.

1. Dove. (Matthew 3:16)

2. Oil. (Exodus 35:28)

3. Water. (John 7:38-39)

4. Wind. (Acts 2:2)

5. Fire. (Acts 2:3)

6. Seal. (Ephesians 1:13, 4:30)

7. Pledge. (Ephesians 1:14)

HOLY SPIRIT:  TEACHER

1. He is the Spirit of Wisdom. (Isaiah 11:2, 40:13-14)

2. He reveals the things of God. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

3. He reveals the things of Christ. (John 16:14)

4. He guides into all truth. (John 14:26, 16:13)

5. He enables ministers to teach. (1 Corinthians 12:8)

6. He teaches the saints to answer persecutors. (Mark 13:11, Luke 12:12)

7. He directs in the way of godliness. (Isaiah 30:21, Ezekiel 36:27)

8. He brings the words of Christ to remembrance. (John 14:26)

TONGUES

1. Purpose of Tongues (Isaiah 28:8-11, Leviticus 26:14-39, Acts 2:8-11)

a) The Jews had just crucified their Messiah.

b) God was warning them of coming judgment.

c) The judgment would be the destruction of Jerusalem, and the scattering of the Jews amongst the Gentile nations.

d) Tongues were therefore a call to repentance and salvation of unbelievers. (1 Corinthians 14:21-22)

e) At the time of Passover/Pentecost, many Jews had come to Israel from foreign lands to celebrate the Feasts.  

f) Tongues was used to warn and evangelise them in their own (foreign) languages.  (Acts 2:8-11)

2. Initial fulfillment of the prophecy of tongues. (Acts 2:1-11)

3. Fulfillment interpreted. (1 Corinthians 14:21, 22)

4. Operation of tongues. (1 Corinthians 13)

5. Regulation of tongues. (1 Corinthians 14)

6. Tongues abused. (1 Corinthians 12:12-31)

7. Proper use of tongues:

a) A sign of the dispersion set forth in three Pentecosts of Acts:

i) Jewish (Acts 2:3-11)

ii) Gentile (Acts 10:44-46)

iii) Transitional (Acts 19:2-7)

b) It was also a temporary gift until the canon of scripture was completed.

8. Discontinuance of tongues - when that which is perfect is come then that which is in part shall be done away. (1 Corinthians 13:8, 10)

a) "That which is perfect" - nominative singular, neuter gender indicates a "thing" not a person.

b) The object is often referred to as the word of God. Some teach this is a reference to Heaven, indicating all the gifts could continue until the church enters heaven. If this is true then the gifts will operate, but in accordance with point 10 below.

c) Replacement of the gift of tongues by the Word of God written in Gentile languages. Tongues is therefore related to the completion of the canon of scripture in various languages.

9. Four explanations of the modern phenomena are logical. 

The first is a purely emotional outpouring of feelings through the voice box.  

The second is a learned phenomenon, taught by a pastor to the people to express their spirituality in an acceptable way in that particular church. 

The third is that it is a genuine Holy Spirit gift in accordance with the points listed below. 

The fourth is that it is a false thing, of evil origin, as we see in the Voodoo cults of the Caribbean. Isaiah 8:18-19, 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12, Revelation 16:13-14.

10. Gift of tongues:  its Biblical perspective.

a) Not necessary for salvation. (1 Corinthians 12:10, 11)

b) Never a sign of spirituality. (Galatians 5:22-24)

c) Must not be confused with the Baptism of the Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

d) Should not cause other believers without the gift to have an inferiority complex. (1 Corinthians 12:15, 16)

e) Should not cause the user to have superiority complex. (1 Corinthians 12:21)

f) The least of all spiritual gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:28)

g) Effectively used only when believers exercising the gift are filled with the Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 13)

h) With every other gift, it had its focus in service, not self enjoyment; it ministered to the whole body. 1 Corinthians 12:14ff. 

i) It was given by the Holy Spirit in sovereignty, not taught by any man. 1 Corinthians 12:11. 

j) Only a few had this gift when it operated in a biblical manner. 1 Corinthians 12:29-30.

k) The call to the church to “covet the best gifts”, was a call to the entire church when it gathered together, not to individuals. 1 Corinthians 12:31, cf, verse 11, and verses 14-27. The context of verse 31 gives its true meaning, as does the verb itself, which is a plural verb, indicating it refers to the church as a group, not individuals of the group.

l) In the early church Tongues became a problem quickly, due to its ecstatic effect upon the user. It was not banned, but strictly regulated, as a gift of lesser significance in the church service than the teaching gifts. 1 Corinthians 12:7-11, 14:1ff. 
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